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AN ORATION, &e.

————D 3 GR—

Friends and Fellow Cilizens—

Your request, while it eonferred on me an honor and a
distinetion which were equally unlooked for and unmerited,
imposed also a duty which ro distrust I might have felt of
my ability to discharge it properly, ecould anthorise me to ne-
glect. And indeed, if there be a subject which ean animate
and inspire the speaker; or an auditory whose presence eam
encourage and embolden him, I shall have but little to dread
on the present oceasion ; for my theme is the happiness, the
glory, the independence of my country ; and my hearers are
my countrymen, my townsmen, my friends.

The event we have this day met to eelebrate, eonsidered
in itself, or in the events whieh have flowed from it, has mo
parallel in the histery of the world. Other nations have, it
is true, had their revolutions, some of which have even been
boasted of, as glorious 2ud happy, But tracing these baek
to their causes, marking them in their progress, and contem-
plating them in their eonsequenees it may be confidently as-
serted that ours is still unrivalled. 1t did not take its rise in
partial or loeal feeling ; in the spirit of mereantile monopely
or individual ambitien ; in seetarian amimosity or baronial
pride, or vulgar envy. It was net nursued in cruelly and big-
otry ; it did not end in the substitution of one superstition
for another, or in the mere ehange of tyrants. Wid: us, an
entire people having borne and endured while their burdens
were supporiable or endurencze possible, at length arose in
the majesty of their strength ; threw off the fetters of colo-
nial bendage, and assumed the pori and bearing of freemen.
But no excess stained the purity of their cause, no persecution
tarnished its lustre. They did not render it hateful by their
inhumanity, or- contemptible by their fickleness or frivolity.
After success their emergies were never spent and wast-
cd in wild and waaton barbarities ; nor, after defeat, did they
sink into weak aud powerless despondency. With a modera-
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tion in prosperity equalled only by their fortitude under ad-

verse circumstances, they advameed sedately,. calmly : but
firmly steadil> towards their glorious ohjeet, the indepen-
denee of a fourth part of the earth. But not even here ; not on
the American continent de the eomscquenees of this day’s de-
claration end; the whole world will have felt the influence of
our example. The deelaration of our independenee must form
am erain the histery of man. The period of its proemulgation
was (hat at which the shaekles fell from the nuuan MiIND.
Skackles imposed and fitted by ariful tyranay, and weleomed
and riveted by ignerant eredulity ; which the simple wearer
was taught to hug to his breast, though the iron entered his
beart ; that time strengthened instead of destroying ; that the
rust of ages sanetified and secured instead of easkering and
comsuming. At the sound of the trumpet which proelaimed
eur independenee, the modern miracle was witnessed of strong
buiit walls erumbling and falling ; not, indeed, to admit the
vietor to slaughter, but that the imprisoned mind might pass

vut to freedom. At that moment it commeneed its mareh to-

wards the bright geal it is destined to attain. It is ia vain
that ebstacles oppese it : the mightiest river that mingles
with the oeean has been at first fretted im its eourse by roeks
or shoals. 'The spirit of emancipation is still alive and aec-
tive, in defianee of foerce and fraud, ef royal eoalitions. or pa-
pal or archiepiseopal fulminations. On this continent among
our brethreu of the South, the work ef liberty is rapidly ad-
vaneing. And even inthe old world, in despite of the unholy
league of despots, though hidden, it is still in progress : and it
will never pause, until a general and a rational pelitical free-
dom and a liberal toleration in religion shall be buiit up over
the fragments of those petty tyrannies, civil und eeclesiastical.
inte whieh the fair globe that Providence bestowed upon his
creatures, bas been divided and parcelled out.

It has been customary, fellow eitizens, on simiiar occa-
sions, to call your attention to a review of those aets and de-
signs of the mother coun!ry which drove her colonies into re-
monstrance, resistance, rcbellion, revolutioa ; her insulting
pretentions, her insidious artifices, her oppressive tyranny :
And, notwithstanding that they are portiens ef our bistory
with whieh none of you sire unaequainted, it is fit ikst on the
retura of this anniversary ihey houid be brought freshivand
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vividly to your reeollections. Bat permit me to pass thém
over : they are recited in the immeortal produetion whieh you
have just heard read with a felness and 2 faithfulness which
makes reetition unaceessary ; and witha vigor and » warmth
which woald render amplification celd, feeble, and spirit-
less. :

The culogyof these whose wisdom and whese valor wateh-
ed over our rights and redressed our wrongs, would form a
topic that might be interminably dwelt on. But wiic shall
attempt their eulogy, with a hape of adding a single beam to”
the brightness of their fame. Their virtves and their deeds
are familiar to every Ameriean whois worthy of that same :
they are the study of the statesman and the soidier, and the
deligbt and admiration of every class of citizenss All that
praise, speaking the language of sober truth, ean bestow ypon
them, is already theirs. Had they flourished at a darker pe- -
riod of the world, many ages would not have elapsed, before
history might doubt whether such virtnes bad belonged to-
mere humanity ; while poetry, and painting, and seulpture
with the liecensc of the genius of the time, would eagerly
have ¢levated them (o the rank of immortals.

An assembly so august, so enlightened, seo virtuous, as the
Congress from whom emanated the declaration we now re-
joiee in, never before met in deliberation. And we must
thank a beneficent Providence for this his admirable adap-
tion of the means to the end ; for never before has such an
assembly been required, and at that time such an assembly
only could have been eempetent to fulfi! his great design, of
shaping out anew the destinies of man, In that luminious be-
dy were eoneentrated, as in a focal point, from every quarter
of the confederation, the light of intellect and the fire of pat-
riotism. And had there been less wisdom, less inflexible vir-
tue there, without a doubt, our liberties had been saerificed.
For it was surrounded and assailed by eomplaint and elamor,
that they deliberated ; the press teemed with libeis on their
proeeedings ; corruption tried the power of gold ; the igno-
rant and the timid were worked upon and used by the agents -
of the enemy, the well-affccted but mistakenly-pious trembled
in lifting the parricidal hand against the parent eountry ; and
many of the wise and good, whe were willing to contend for
. T e g -meng VT s’ Pracucability
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final separation from Great Britain. Bat our sages rightly
judged that such a separation alone could save us: and with
all the eertain evils of a lengthened conflict full in view ; with
all the hazards their sagacity coald not but perceive, they
taok the decisive step. Calm in the midst of tarbulence, un-
shaken though encompassed by the wavering; collected dig-
nified, godlike, they sent forth the aweful protestation which
severed the globe and changed the fate of empires.

And nobly were the efforts of our statesmen seeonded and
supported by our warriors of the revolution. It was theirs
to encounter more than the common dangers of war, to en-
dure more than the ordinary privations and fatigues of the
campaign. The face of the eountry was in many parts wild
and uncultivated, the population widely dispersed and tamted
with fear and disaffcetion, the government was searcely or-
ganized, ihe treasury was empty. Under these circumstan-
ces a well appointed, a powerful and a practiced enemy, inva-
ded the land on the side of the Atlantie, while his savage aux-
iliary, promot and expert as cruel and ferocious, was let loose
on our defenceless inland frontier. And who were to mecet and
to contend with those invaders! The honest yeoman, the in-
dustrious artizan, called hastily from his plough or his peace-
ful occupation. It was these formed the body of our foree;
and they were led by officers unused as themselves to the
hardships of the eamp, and almost as unexperienced fn the
scicnce of war. Without pay, almost without elothes, ofien
witheut food, those heroes sustained a seven year’s warfare.
They feught, were overpowed and seattered, but rallied and
fought again. Their unconquered spirit rose fresh and vi-
gorous, even from disaster and defeat.  To them climate of-
fered no change ; the season no vicissitude wiich was not met
with cheerfulness; whether they pitched their tents in the
dank and deadly marcit of the ssuth, or picreed the unexplo-
ved wiiderness to the {razen vezion of the north.

Suei, fellow citizeas, were our sol-iiers of the revolutien.
Ans, be it beard as it is syoken. with an hoaest pride. such
were the mea who, in the memoradie winter of 774, left,
with the ardor and alacrity of genuine volunteers. all the
warm comforts of their home, anid :narcied from this city
at the invitation of danger. Can any one forget the history
of that eventful time, when the inost sanguine trembfed, and
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the fate of the country hung poised and doubtful. A flushed
and triumphant foe had driven our Washington with his little
band—little, and yet our all—from post to post, from field to
field, across a neighboring state to the very shores of the Dei-
aware. It was from thence lie called upon the men of this
city, to hasten to his aid, to suceour his army and to save
their country. And they went. Yes, townsmen, let us ex-
ult whilst we repeat it—our fathers went. The masses of
floating ice which filled the river presented no barrier to their
passage. They erossed. For suecessive days and nights they
tasted neither food nor rest, while their path might be track-
ed on the frozen earth by the blood from the iriaeerated feet.
But what was the result? Q! it was spoken in thunder by
their cannon at Trenton and at Princeton. The country list-
ened and rejoiced ; the enemy heard it and was appalled ; for
it spoke the fate of battle turned ; the vanquished had become
the victors, America was rescued. -

If sueh were our fathers, fellow citizens, such also were
our countrymen in many another splendid scene. Such were
they throughout the contest from its commencement at Lex-
ington to its brilliant elose at Yerktown. And shall these
men be forgotten ; shall Warren, and Mareer, and Montgom-
ery sleep in oblivion ; shall the sneers of the eold and heartless
banish them from your memories; shall a sickly affectation rob
them of their honors! Never : rather let all the pomp and
pageantry of the profession they so honored give a grace to the
day which revives them in our recolleetion, Let the banner
wave, the drum and trumpet sound, and the artillery peal to
Heaven, and let the festive board be spread, and the song be
raised, and the oblatiop flow to their memories.

But can we speak of war, and not advert to our late con-
flict ; can we mention well fought fields and forget New-
Orleans and the shores of the Niagara ? Our Navy teo: who
can forget that? Not Britain, surely; at least while the
Ocean and the Lakes remain. But the deeds of our latter
warriors are still recent; their glories yet sparkle before you ;
and to point them out would be to direct your gaze to the
bright sun in the firmament. Higher praise cannot be giv-
en than is contained in the simple affirmation: that they were
not unwortky of their sires. that what th ‘r fathers nobly
won, they as nobly defended. And even if the late war had




produced no other benefit, this were well worth the zost, that
it has taught, a second time, the nations of the earth to know
-us and respect us.

War, fellow citizens, I am aware, has been deprecated
as a curse ; and orators have declaimed against it ; and peace
societies have been formed, whose ostensible object was to
prevent it. Bat such societies, most generally grow out of
the rankest hypoericy, or the grossest ignorance. How weak !
as if folding your arms would prevent the blow from reaching
you. How preposterous! as if the phenomcaa of the moral,
were noi as natural as those of the physical world. War as
necessarily proceeds from the conflieting passions of man, as
the thunder storm issues from its elements. We cannot pre-
vent either; but we may avert the evil, perhaps, which would
else follow 1ts visitations ; not indeed by deciamation and in-
action, but by proper preeaution and preparation. 'The Jight-
ning of the enemy will play harmless upon the points of eur
polished bayonets; and his angry bolts will rell innoxious
down the iron sides of eur impenetrable ships of war, or fall
spent at the foot of our < towers along the steep.”” Be assur-
that the best, the only association for securing peace, is an
assoeiation of patriots ready to rash to arms in defence of
their country. Then let us turn from the execrable eant of
those who have peace in their mouths and rancor in their
hearts : who would have resisted their mild and benefieent
government, ¢ even unto blood,” and yet deem it ¢¢ unhecom-
ing a moral and religious people” to rejoice in their country’s
victories. You have lately had the gratifieation of seeing
your beloved chief magistrate on his progress through the
United States, with the view to further the completion of our
military defences; and it is a subject of eongratulation that
the man of your choice commences his administration with
this act of wisdom: We know he loves and will cherish
peace : we see that he is determined to be prepared for war.

The election of this virtuous president, the third in the
regular succession of sages, who have blessed and are to bless
this favored land, has becn called the death-blow to Federal-
ism ; and if it were so, it would be wanton and barbarous to
assail the dead. But permit me to eaution you fellow citi-
zens to beware of supinely reposing in a false security. Fed-

| eralism, or let me give it its true appellation, Aristoersey, is
1 not extiuet ; it eannot be extinct, because its principlts are
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inkerent in the mature of man. It is the desire of zelf-ag-
grardizement at the expense of others ; the lust of distine-
tion and place, of power and privilege.

The politieal party, anomalously termed Federal, profes-
ses (o be in epposition to democracy, and, therefore, if it be
met monarchical, must be aristocratical, under whatever
quaint pame it may hope to impose upon us. There are,
in this party, many good and sensible men, but how they
came there it would be difficult for me to guess, and, proba-
bly, impossible for them to tell : it is not of those I would
speak- There are others not quite so sensible, who are fed-
eralists merely by association, who have cliosen that party, or
rather fallen into it, beeause it -appeared to be the least vul-
gar. This portion of the federal party is composed, for tae
most part, of the weak-headed and the vain, whe have an
ambition to be genteel at all events, and who follow the best
dressed leader : these gentlemen would most probably become
democrats, if they should, by seme aecident, happen to learn
that there were in old times, many well bred and polite peo-
ple in the Republic of Athens. But it is not against those
honest persons I would caution you. It is mot a vulgar j-a-
lousy of wealth, or what is termed rank in society, that
should characierize a democrat. Civil society will naturaliy
divide itself into eclasses. Edueation and taste, 2ad other cir-
cumstanees, will give to each class iis owp proper man=ers
and usages. And let it be so. It is, = fact, fit it should,
while these classifications extend no ferther than the fire side.
Far be from us those visionary levelling principles which our
encmies have falsely imputed tous. Let those of cultivated
mind have their peculiar coteries, the unlettered would find
no pleasure among them ; letthe fashionable, if they choose,
claim their exclusive assemblies, the rustic would feel but
litile at ease in their ecircle ; let the rich retain their posses-
sions, the idea of an ¢ equal distribution of property,” if ever
seriously conceived, could have entered ikie mind only of the
moast dishonest as well as of the most foolish of mankiad. 1t
is impossible and ridiculous, and these who propegated the
vile libel against the democratic party, that they had cher-
ished the idea, deserve the party’s exeeration. But when the
designing and ambitious few carry their unthinking-multitude
of foflowers to the election, then aristocracy becomes dan-
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gerous. Nor is it necessary that men quife so moforious
as those who met at Hartford should lead the rout, in
order to 2larm us to opposition: when ever aristoeraey
displays itself upon the field ~f politics, demoeracy should
promptly meet it. They are the evil and the good principles
of our political nature, and their struggle is eternal. It is
the strife of simple man, contented to be free and happy, with
man, gif’~u vy aceident with something adventitious, birth,
wealth, or an aspiring mind, who would, and thinks he
should, be great and powerful. In Europe, the evil prinei.
ple has, for the present, got the ascendant, and it has not
been wanting in its efforts fo gain it here.

The PeoPLE cf this nation had scarcely declared ihem-
selves free ; the cothusiasm of revelution wzs bardly suffer-
ed to subside ; before it showed itself iliroughout the coun-
try ; and even dared to uprear its head and make its preposi-
tions in the convention which gave us our Constitution. If
it could not bless you with a king, at least it hoped to bestow
upon you a nobility : or, since you were resolved to be a re-
public. it would have made you, in this respeet, such a repub-
lic as Rome, divided into patricians and plebeians. So far bas
its efirontery been carried, even in the couneils of this Com-
monwealth, that you have witnesscd ignorant, upstart, bloat-
ed wealth proposing that nenec but the sons of freeholders
should be allowed a voice in the choice of their governors.—
This - emon still prowls throug the land. It presumes notto
attack you gpenly, but procceds by stratagem, and leagues with
disaffection, to esmpass its sisister ends. Need I tell you
that you have in your own hands, the meass of keeping down
this restiess monster! Union and the exercise of your elee-
tive franchise ; these are your safeguard and your sword:—
meet it at the polls, there you can always quellit. And when
we meet it there, never let us forget that by its very essence
it is inimical to the spirit of our free imstitutions; that in
whatever guise, and with whomsoever joined, it is, it must be
still our natural foe. It is not easy to disecover from what
fancied analogy between iLis nation and the nations of Europe,
the prineiple I have attempted to describe derives its extrava-
gent expectations of ever succeeding in its enterprize against
our liberijes. Aristoecucy ought to know that we have wil-
lingly ezclanged for sclid and substantial good the tinsel frip-




[ 11 ]

peries of other eountries, where man sppears to be divided
into two great elasses of masqueraders and pawpers, and .-
thing i¢ natural but misery. The eauses of our first emigra-
tien ; the character of our revolutiomary struggle ; every
thing in our beginning as a pesple or 2 natien, tended to
stamp us with features of originality. In making ocur gov-
ernment Demoeratieal, in extending the right of suffifrac te
cvery freeman, in diffusing information, in annulling titles of
nobility, destroying the right of primogeniture and abolish-
ing chureh establishments, we bave made ourselves a distinet
and peculiar people. It is not, therefore, by servile imitation
. we are to fulfil our destiny ; oar ambition sheuld be of a ne-
bler strain: Andif our aristoeracy are not eontent with pre-
sent happiness, let them, with us, lift up the veil which eon-
eeals the futnre, and behold to what greatness and grandeur
we are destived. 'The eye aches at the magnificence of the
prospect. We have a territory sufliciently extensive to eon-
tain countless generations, a elimate and a soil of every vari-
ety, a people, virtusus. hardy, enlightened, brave and free ;
a government, mild and benigrant, yet energetie and power-
ful. To what may not sueh a nation look forward if it re-
mains united. Our enemies bave, indeed, exultingly cited
the examples of other republies, as auguries of our downfall ;
but it has been the fortune of our enemies always to mistake
us. We began like none of those republies, we have nothing
ir ~ommon with them in natcre or eonformation, and v~ shall
notend as they did. Our laws rest on the will, the good sense,
the well understood interests of the governed : their only ob-
jeet being to inerease the sum of human happiness: Our go-
vernment has nothing perishable in it ; it never deecays, nev-
er dies, but, like the Phenix, renews itself at certain periods
frem its original elements.

For these reasons, fellow citizens, we are permitied to in-
dulge the hope, andlet us add to thai hope a fervent prayer—
THAT THE REPUBLIC MAY BE FERPETUAL.




