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HAIL blet AMERICA!

Happy thy natal day! | ‘Throughout our land -

G'IGHOUS_' 1 peace ! ! Oftering her choiceft ftores,
On this aufpicious morn l Science opesall her doors ~—
f

“ ¥ar as bright Phabus® rays,
i Liberty fpreads her blaze

Miliions of Sons were born, Art all her bielling pours
Fair Freedom to adorn— With lib’ral haud

*Tll time fhall ceafe !
Commerce in every gale

Ahl thﬁ what fierce alarms I Spreads her Propitions {aile
Cﬁlllnlhlil ﬂCﬂ? to arms Y — i FXPIOT(‘S cach Iﬂt.‘
"T'was G(? Ds *3L‘*:'Tﬂf | Wealth her rich favour fhowy
Heav'n {ent his favour'd Son—. 'l In ev’ry breeze that blows--
{
|
|

B ‘ \ T, v l' 4

Far f”;led ,: VSHINGTON <= Peace, where our canvals flows,
the v wo was g o . \

Soon ai rk done Greets with 4 ﬁllllc.

Fate faad—BE FREE}

Heroes who bled and died
At Freedom's facred fide,
Geodlike thall live—
High on the lift of Fame,
Thime heldseach Patriot®s name—s }

Quick as eletrick force,
Lires Gallia®s fhore-w-
‘Tyranny flands aghaft—
Liberty binds him fuft,
*Aay the ftrong fetters fuft

*IT1it Time's no niore !

I Freedom in rapid courfe,
l

Bright glorv 1s their elaim,
Which Heaven fnall give.
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N a day like the prefent—an anniverfary defign-

cal KW bzahs ¢ Ooner :un:n»u:l)rnneﬂ tl’lOﬁ, unitmg

and virtuous efforts which made us all brethren,
and called forth the exertion of every unexperi-
enced power—accounting 1t a virtue for each
onc to furmount his natural difhdence :-—On
fuch a day, it would betray a want of candour in the fpeaker,
to doubt the candour of his audience.

1T has been the wife pratice of mof* nations, to endeavour
to commemorate thofe great events, which bave been fraught with
any fignal benefit or inftruction to mankird. To this end, monu-
ments, columns, pillars, have been erelted, with engravings upon
{tone : But as the mund of man 1s weak, and lable to lofe the
{trongeft impreflions ; as man himfelf muft foon fall into the
carth, and give way to fucceeding generations; fo all, even the

moft lafting. things on earth, are ftill liable to decay and change.
B The
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The pillar tumbles ; the column moulders, and 1s fhaken down ;
and cven the broad bafed monument 1s wafhed away by the cur-
rent of time, and all the engravings obliterated.

suAarL we then feek, by anniv: rfaries and feftal days, to make
frequent impreflions, and thereby preferve m the mind tnofe im-
ages which brafs and marble cannot hold ? Alas! what crowds
of thoughtlefs men, carried along blindfoid by the cuftom, have

perverted their feftal days to folly and riot—ignorant of the
occafion. |

SHALL we attempt, by oratons and publick fer {peeches, to
catch that attention which the hiftorian has loft ? Shall we re-
peat the wonderous things which have been done in our days,
and tell them to our children, and to our children’s children, that
they may hand them down to future generations ?—But the ftory

has frequently been told. We can no longer expelt to pleafe the
ear with novelty. We muft be fatisfied, and think we have every

fuccefs, if we can improve the mind, and warm the heart to virtue.

ExCEPTING only the appearance of the Great Author of our
religion, hiftory has no other event on her pages of more im-
portance, than what this day commemorates. It 1s the birthday
of a free, expanding, multiplying nation : It 1s the birthday of
the weftern world. Let us call in our remembrance, and f{tep
back, by recollection, to the pericd when Congrefs firft publifhed
the declaration of ocur independence. What were the feclings—
what the palpitations of our hearts ! Educated in the full belief
of Britifh irrefiftible power, and accuftomed to fink ourfclves 1n
comparifon with them, the warmeft patriot, the boldeft foldier of
America, (they will forgive me) almoft trembled at the thought.
Daring, faid we, daring indeed, is Congrefs—but not rafh, not

treacherous.

%
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treacherous. Our confidence in their wifdom and integnity for-
bade that thought. That confidence was the cement ot our union ;

that contidence infpired with rourage and ftrength every nerve in the
ftrugeling ftates ; and reciprocated frefh encouragement mnto the
bofoms of thofe heroick [pirits, that firft dared the bold declaration,

and pledged their facred honour, greatly to die, or force their way
to 1ndependence.

WHAT cannot a wife choice of rulers, and a proper confidence tir
them, after choice, perform !

JEarousy has, for a long time, been confidered as a political
virtue : It has even been dignified with the titles or noble, gen-
crou., manly ; the jealoufy of a frec people for their nghts. In
my mind, jealoufy, of any fort, muft be but an uncomfortavlc
recling at beft : And it is faid, that in many inftances, where it

has been unreafonably entertained, 1t has had a tendency to pro-
duce thole very evils, of which it was {o overmuch afraid. But

grantine jealoufy to have been neceflary 1n other governments, lefs
perfect tnan ours, ftill we dignify 1t lughly enough, in ftylag it a
neceflary evil.—An evil it moft certainly 1s; and muft unfit the
mind for many of the pleafures and enjoyments of life.-——Heaven
guard us from 1t, and :nable us to live, and enjoy our independ-

ence, without it,

soME nations have been over cautious in the firft eftablithment
of the necci.ary governmental powers ; and by the jealoufy which
they have difcovered in this refpelt, have finally loft their privi-
leges. Government in its own nature requires, and always muft
and 'will have the neceflary adequate powers of regulation and de-
fence : If you give them, they will probably be exercifed conftitu-

tionally ; if you give them not, they muft and will be aflumed. For
n
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in any dangerous crifis, the moft faithful and confcientious magif-
trate, 1f too much circumicnibed, muft from neceflity tranfgrefs
the limits of his authority ; and that neceflity obliges you to par-
don ; nay, obliges you to apprave of the tranigreflion. This be-
comes a dangerous precedent. The conftitution i1s no longer
firictly obferved ; but arbitrary power begins. A wife man af-
fords his fervant {fufficient provifions, implements, and materials,
for hus fervice ; the avaricious man fometimes denies them ; whence
the fervant 1s obliged to cut and carve for himfelf, brcomes his
own judge of what is neceffary, and foon learns to defpife his maf-
ter's authorty.  There 15, my friends, you have often read,
“There 1s that withholdeth more than meet, and there 1s that by
giving 1ncreafeth riches.” The United Provinces of the Nether-
lands are an example ¢o our prefent purpofe. Juft efcaped from
the jaws of Spanifh tyranny, glowing with an intemperate
zcal for Iiberty, and too (paring 1n the gift of power, they have
Gﬂéntial]y loft then priviliges, potlefling nuw the (hadow only, and
the form of liberty. We have had pilots that faw the rock on

which they Iplit, have fteered us clear, and brought us faie to
harbour. In this refpe¢t we have had the proper confidence, and
by it bave earned the bleflings and the praifes of future rifing na-
ticns throughout our own vaft Continent: And Europe too,
and all the world, fhall tafte defirable fruit, from our fair tree
of liberty, and learn to plant and cultivate therefrom, till tyranny

can find no place to grow.

- WHEN We compare our government, in ever fo flight a manrer,
with that of other nations, we fhall foon be convinced, that we
have more room for cenfidence, and lefs occafion for jealufy, than
any other pcople, ancient or modern.  If we take a view of the
ancient itates of Rome and Greece, fo famed for wifdom and for

Liberty ; (Iam fenfible I fhall offend the admirers of antiqu:ty) but
if
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if we take an intimate and comparative view of thofe nations, we
fhall find them mere babes in politicks, compared to the prefent
times. ‘Their conftitutions were never fettle;, or known to them-
‘elves ; the funétions of their magiftrates were never properly de-
fined; they had no legiflative aflemblies by reprefentation, capable
of colleCtive wifdom and dchiberation. Their laws were generally
framed by artful men, at the head of affairs, imfidioufly to increafe
their own authority ; and fuddenly propofed to a whole affembled
nation, worked up for the purpofe, and 1n agitation Like the waves
of the tempeftuous roaring ocean, not to be dehberated upon—
how was that poffible in fuch an affembly--but to be enacted.
They were often pafied in the violence of paffion, expoff falfo, to
punifh the perpciration of fome recent offence ; and never after
obferved : Or, 1ull as often, to facrifice to the miftaken fury of the
people, fome innocent, virtuous, worthy man, their beft friend,

whofe honeft advice had given them prefent difpleifure ; but whofe
advide, when it was too late, wus found tu be gowd ; and the'man la-

mented, honoured, and his name adored, by the very people who, in
their rage, had lately deprived him of life. ©Of what value is Jiber-
-ty hkc this 1 What is the advantage, to 2 confiderate, thinking man,
to lrv‘e amidft a confufed chaos of free citizens, to be carried about,

and hurried around by the eddies of ration, where reafon and dif-
cretion are never known ? Such-liberty can. only be followed by
regret ; becaufe 1t ¢an never fail to be mifufed. Thefe nations
boafted of hberty ; but it was only the liberty of fierce fpints, to
bé. forever contgnding for their iberty. They were conftantly
furprifed to fee their demagogue, the head of their mob, to whom
they looked up, as to. tae very fon and guardian of liberty, after
trampling down the former tyranny, become the very worft of
tyrants himfelf. No wondr that this expenience fhould make
them jealous; but, Of what avail was jealoufy ? Still the defelts

C m
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in their conftitution forever prevented the tranquillity of the ftate,
or the enjoyment of the true bleflings of perfonal hberty by the
citizeni.  If we had time to obferve on the conftitutions of mod-
ern ftates, which have the reputation to be free, we fhould ﬁnd

) |
videly different. A queition naturally pr
*

their condition not w

kW ERMAa TS RALwnes ANV 4R v

fents itfclf, Why have not nations heretofore formed for t_}lemﬁ
{clves better, and more regular conftitutions ¢ It has partly been
owing to their want of {kill, and partly to their want of opportu-
ty, under favourable circumftances, like thofe which fell to us.
The conftitutions of ancient and modern times, What were they,
what are they, but the productions of chance ? The fettlement of
contrary contending interefts and faltions, after their fermenta-
tions had fubfided ? We have been favoured with the rare oppor-
tunity—fuffer me to quote the preamble to our ftate conftitation—
“ deliberately and peaceably, without fraud, violence or furprife,
of cntering into an original, explicit and folemn compaét with
each other, and of forn uiw 4 1Cw couftitution Of civil goveiil-
ment for ourfelves and pofterity.” An opportunity ‘which no nation
ever enjoyed, accompanied with the like favourable circumftances :
—Jt was a time when many bright ftars of learning fhone to il
Iuminate our political hemifphere. I would name {fome ; butoth-
ers rufh upon my mind ; and, Who can count the ftars of heaven ?
What tongue can call them all by name. It was a time of gener-
al information.—Befides, we had among us no hereditary claims
to particular privileges; no proud nobility, or haughty ecclefiaf-
tical orders, to compromife with : No different ranks or grades in
ibcicty ; but 21l ftood together, as we now ftand, !fiiion the fame ex-

tended plain of free citizenfhip.- What occafion then have we
for jealoufy > Why may we not repofe a picafing confidence in the

rulers wilich we ourfelves have chofen ¢

OVR
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our- Military, they are not the livery fervants of o court, the
tools of tyranny to enflaveus. We have none of thofe ftanding
armies, in times of peace, which have fo often proved Yleftructive
to the liberties of their own country, And yet, I truft, our coun-
try would not be found detencelefs, fhould any power think proper
to attack 1it, It has been the court pnlicy, in governments where
ftanding armies have ufually been kept en foot, to cry down, and
afteCt to defpife a militia : But Britons have been taught to their
coft, others have feen and been convinced, and the names of Ben-

nington and Saratoga will ever call to mind, thatan American
militi2 is not to be defifed.

TuE Freedom of the Prefs is not among the leatt of the numer-
ous advantages which we enjoy ; it 1s another, and a firm ground
of conﬁdt,nce in our rulers. This is our great »olitical fource of
light and intciligence, from whence their beams are darterd and

diffufed, like the rays of - the fup, in a moment, into every part
of the union : We are made hearers, we are made fpetators of all

that is faid or done by men in power. This muft prove a con-
ftant fpur to altivity, a ftrong incentive to virtuous actions, and
at the fame time, a powerful check on any who might be difpofed
to mifufe their authority : For we can {carcely conceive of any
man fo loft to all the feelings of fear or fhame, fo regardlefs of the
good or bad opinion of his feilow citizens, as not to feel and be
wounded by the bold cenfiires, the juft reproaches, and the keen:
“fhafts of fatire, which may be levelled at him, like a ftorm, from
the prefs, 'When a man is thus fet up as a publick mark, therc
s nothing, but the precious heavenly fhield of innocence and con- -
fcious virtue, that can protect the heart. And if inpudence
fhould put on his brazen helmet, and offer to confront the pub-
lick, the next election 1educes him to Lis proper itation.
I KAVE
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1 HAVE mentioned a few only of our chief advantages, and thofe
briefly, fqr time would not allow. But thefe few circumftances
make it evident, that the doctrine of jealoufy is not fo effential in
our government, as it may have been in fome others, and that the
defigns of government are better anfwered. Secure, that our
watchmen are embarked with us in the fame fhip, and that
while they watch for us, they watch for their own lives, for
their pofterity, as well as ours, we may turn each one to hus
private occupation with dignity, enjoying the independence of
our minds, the frecedom of our thoughts and fpeech, and the
fruit of our labours ; only taking care, as the times of eleCtion
come regularly round, to make a proper choice of our publick
fervants, and occafionally amufing ourfelves, at leifure hours,
with overlooking them in all their proceedings, by reading the
publick printed papers.

suT to be entirely exempt froiq care, is not the ot of human-
ity. It would be childith to expeét it. One thing has been men-
tioned, of which we muft be careful ; thatis, to make a wife
eleCtion of our publick officers. On this depend our profperity,
the wifdom of our laws, the ftability of our confhtution, and the
prefervation of our morals. If a man employ unfkilful work-
men, Can he expeét to have his bufinefs well performed P If we
-choofe unfkilful legiflators, Who can we blame but ourfelves,
fhould we have confufed, foolith, weak and unconftitutional
laws ? If we promote to places of publick power and truft, men
-~ of licentious manners and unfair characters, What do we, but give
encouragement to vice ? If, on the contrary, we prefer to_high
ftations men only of fuperiour eminence for virtue, we take the
fureft method to produce a laudable emulation for virtue among

all the people. True merit, my friends, is apt to be dithdent of
. atdelf.
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itfelf. It will not pufh itfelf forward, or folicit our fuffrages ;
much lefs will it endeavour to elbow others out of place, to
make room for 1tielf. This conduct 1s an infallible mark to prove
a man unworthy of the office he folicits. It is fometimes argued
by thofe felfconceited men, who, having neither riches nor learn-
ing, therefore think themfelves the only proper perfons for places
of publick power and truft, that it would be of dangerous ten-
dency to put our confidence in men of wealth and learning ; be-
caufe, fay they, thefe men arc naturally inclined towards an arif-
tocracy : As it wedid net know, that an ariftocracy i1s a govern-
ment by an hereditary nobility : As if we did not know, that
learming 1s not hereditary ; and that men cannot long continue
thewr eftates in their own families, until they can find out fome
method to prevent the children from fquandering what their fa-
thers earned ; and until they can prevent an induftrious virtuous
poor from rifing their fuperiours.  If we caft our eyes around us,
we fhall be furpnfed to obferve, how many men of eminence, of
the laft age, have left their defcendants undiftinguithed among
the common multtude of the people. Again, how many of our
prefent beft and brighteft charalters, are the fons of poor but
noneft men, and received nothing from their parents but an
honeft education—the principles of moral rectitude carly and
ftrongly imprefled on the mind.  Perfons not accuftomed to look
at things in the common courfe of caufe and effelt, attiibute thefe
ftriking changes to the whcel of fortune. Whatever wheel it
may be called, 1t 15 feen to revolve oftener in this than any other
country ; and one reafon for 1t, among others, may be our law
dhre€ting the defcent of inteftate eftates. Thele are not, as in the

countries i Europe, tranfmitted to a fingle heir, in exclufion of
“ D others.
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others as nearly related ; but are aivided. as reafon and equity
would have them, among all the children altke ; hereby often
making from one overgrown eftate many moderate ones. And
with regard to learming, my friends, 1t 1s Lke the water, hike the
air we breathe, like the light of heaven. All who thuft and pant
after it, all who pleafe to turn themr eyes toward it, may take
pertions equal to their feveral capacities, witli which they ought
to be fatishied : May I not compare 1t to the common road, In
which any one may travel; while the expenfe is borne by the
publick. It is feen that I nmow {peak with reference to our town
grammar fchools—an admirable inititution, if rightly improved.
It 1s the gate opened, and the pathway pointed out, that leads tQ.
the fair ficlds of {cience. Here the poor man’s young fon may
cemmence his ftudies; and if he feel in himfelf a true relith for
knowledge, lct him read the life of FRANKLIN, and he will be
encouraged to proceed ; let him perufe it otten, and he will find
a pattern and a guide, whofc ﬁfgps are fure, and worthy to be
followed. Befides, there i1s no vountry in which an academick
education may be obtained with fo little expenfe, as 1n this ;
where the fons of men in very moderate circumftances arc often
{een to reccive all 1ts honours, and all its advantages : And we
know from obfcrvation, that as ncceflity 1s called the mother of
ivention, fo poverty, properly encouraged, is the parent of ex-
ertion : And. in a country like this, where all the faculties are
free, “it needs but excertion to climb to the higheft eminences.

1 MAY further add, that thefe are not the times to apprehend
degeneracy 1 governments. It s true, that hiftory has hitherto
prefented us with hittle elfe than a conftant feries of governments,
growing more and more corrupted as they became olderc: And

thefe
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thefe polit"cal bodies were aptly enough comparcfl to théqumm
body ; it being thought as impoffible for the onc to renovate it-
fclf, as for the other to renew its youth. But change of circums-
{ftances, and new events, are giving us occafion to alter many ar-
ticles in our political creed.  Our good allies, the French, an old
nation, for a long time deprefled, without hemg degraded by the
arm of arbitrary power, arc now, in a manner uncxampled fince
the beginning of the world, framung for themfelves a rational con-
ftitution, founded on the rights of man. A revolution 1s brought
about by reafon, and not by arms.  This is owing to the diffufion
cf knowledee by the Art of Printing. It is impofiible for an en-
ightened nation to be flaves. And i thefe days, the nations
that were in darknefs have feen great ight ; and to thofe that fat
in the regton and fhadow of political death, hght has {prung up.

o uarry United States ! rgjoice, and be not unmmdful of
your gratitude to Heaven on t'is aufpicious day: bFor on this
day ye were freed from participamg the perpetual quarrels and
wars of Europe ; where men are forever troubled by the folly, the
pride, and the avarice of kings.—Removed at a happy dutance
from the havock and devaftations that now threaten them, 1n
bringing about their neceffary revolutions, ye may view the fcene
unconcerned, but for the caufe of biberty, the caufe of humanity.
No longer reftrained, as once we were, we may now entcrtaun the
whole peaceful circle of the mduftrious, enriching arts ; and add
to the virtuous number by new riventions.  Ambitious of no
conquest, but over the foil and the feas, our fhips may now ex-
plore the moft diftant coafts, and appreach the natives with benev-
olence, and the friendly offers of murual advantage. Betore our -

hufbandmen the wildernefs recedes, and fat herds, and fmiling
ficlds
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e EAl B Him é‘ppear, pmmzﬁﬁg plenty, and inviting to partake
ihe generous repaft.  Thefe dre the times in which 2 man {hould

ey
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“and we have a goodly heritage.
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wifh to live. Venly the lines are fallen to us in:pleafant places ;.
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