e WENTYFOUR YFAR.S my
ts, | Ferrow CiTizens, are com-
pleted, and THIS DAY
commences the TWENTVe
FIFTH, fince our political fa-
A thers in Congrefs made that
‘important and folemn declaration, which gave
to thefe United States a name among the inde-
pendent nations of the Earth. We have falﬁt-~
ed the early dawn. From all the principal
towns throughout thefe fifter States, this day,
our pleafed fancy feems to hear the joyful
founds meeting I the air, undulating ‘in. per-
fect Harmony. Mirth and fong and focial feaft
may with propriety be enjoyed—for joy .be-
comes the day. '
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But-=—the good fenfe of freemen has always
chofen to improve a part in refleCtions fuitable
to the great occafion. o

Ir feparation from the government of Great-
. britain and,national 1mndependence, were the only
things which we could commemorate this day,
they would indeed be fomething to juftify our

Joy: It 1s no {mall advanta age to be exempt
h from foi' elgn taxation, and not a little felicity
to confider this favored land, as brought out to a
place of fafety, juft befors the ftorm of deftruc-
tion poured upon Europe.-———We can remain
neuter, and behold the conflicting nations from
afar. Yet thefe are comparatively, trifies to the
bleflings of that freedom, not only from fo-
‘veign, but domeftic domination, which were
intended by, and hitherto have been the confe-
quence of, that Independcnce for which we cele-

brate the day.

Tur juftice of our canfe, the wildom and
magnanimity of our civil leaders, and the pat-
riotic bravery, patience and fortitude of our
brethren in arms, are fHill continued the noble
theme of applauding nations. We hope, and
we truft that thefe virtues would agamn be ex-
hibited {hould our country be 1nvaded by 2

foreign foe.



BuT in our prefent peaceful curcumftances, s
it not become more immediately interefting, as
well as ufeful, to confider by wbar means we may
preferve and caufe fo be perpetuated thofe liverties,
which bave atready been fo fuccefsfully windicated.

LeT Poets picture their golden age, and {pec-
ulative men amufe themfelves with difcourfes
on the natural liberty of the primitive race of
men, and the rude freedom of favage tribes.
The life of the favage i1s hard—his liberty is
danger—his very fubfiftencec is precarious. None
of us would be willing to forego our conven-
iences of civil life, and go back to the unim-
proved favage {tate. And, indeed, it is impoffi-
ble ; for the increafe of our {pecies upen earth
has proclaimed it a plain law of Nature, that
no other hiberty fhall be enjoyed by man, than
what he can have the good {enfe to ‘maintain in
civil fociety.  Our civil Iiberty then 1s our
natural liber-ty, and the preﬁ:rvation of this i1s
the {ubject of our prefent inquiry.

Tue love of liberty is as univerfal as the jove
of Iife. NNot even the beafts can be reconciled

to 1ts lofs, but by a conftant coercion, and long
habits of dependencé! which debafe their nature,
and render them incapable of acquiring a {ub-
fiftance by their cwn powers. There exifts not
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that man on earth who would not prefer hb-
erty when left to his free natural choice. Are
there any advocates for tyranny, (except tyrants
themiclves) 1t muft be either from a degradation

of nature,, a mean expeltation of ferving as
upper flave, or a melancholy conviction that

mankind are incapable of civil liberty,

WHETHER men are thus incapable, has be-
come an important queftion ftrongly difputed.
And were it to be tried folely by arguments
drawn from paft hiftory, the advocates for lib-
erty could have little to {ay.

For true it 1s, that from the eaft of the old
world to the weft, and from the earlieft period
to the prefent times, the picture which hiftory
prefents, has for its groundwork, one dark and
gloomy appearance of tyranny, brightened only
with fome few and very {mall traits of liberty

which appear for a little while, and foon fade
away. ‘The famous fltatcs of Greece, alto-

gether covered an extent of territory of about one

hundred and eighty miles fquare, and the years
of their beft liberty are reckoned one hundred
and fifty.—Short period ! Limited {pot ! Thefe
are the pride of ancient hiftory and fill a great
proportion of its volumes. Rpme too—the
renowned Reme—with frequent revolutions,




CIEIErLIera MY IRt

and under various forms of government, enjoy»
ed, for about {feven hundred years, a part'al, of-
ten interrupted, and turbulent hiberty at home ;
and, like modern Paris, impofed a new kind of
{lavery, under the {pecious name of alliance, on
all her conquered provincgs ; till flavery was
gratified with his ufual revenge, corrupting the
mafters, and thus reducing them to his own
unhappy {tate.

Tur richeft countries, the moft fertile plains,
have always been the choice abodes of tyranny.
For here he could march with his legions -and
his apparatus of war ; and here the enervated
inhabitant could fooner be perfuaded to part
with his freedom, than rifque the lofs of eafe
and his beloved property. It has been the fre-
quent fortune of hiberty to fly, and be forced
to take refuge in the barrens and the moun-

tains. Yet there, fuch has been the influence
()f her cheerful fongs, footh’ing labor, that fhe

has made her ragged hills to laugh like the val-
ley, and the barren places to bloffom as the
rofe. How often has the whole earth been
overwhelmed with a deluge of tyranny above
the fummits of the higheft mountains ! How
often has the dove of liberty been fent out, not

finding where to reft, or refting for a little



Bty P T NRPU—=——

ol Dokt 8 PN T EE R T
vk .

while only, returned with the olive leaf in hef
mouth ! .

Benorp her on the top of St. Marino; bleff-
ing her little republic of five thoufand—hard by
her ancient favored Rome, looking around with
pity upon the fertile plains of Italy, funk in
vice and {lavery ! |

See her upon the {nowy mountains and in
the deep valleys of Switzerland, peopling with
happy inhabitants thofe parts, which, in the
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hands of tyrants, had been looked upon as
- proper places only for forts and garrifons.
Tuen calting her eye upon the low lands,
marfhy, -overwhelmed and neglefted, the de-
{cends and becomes ftrongly entrenched behind
the dikes of Holland.
Tue Great Alfred of England was a king ;
but it was in times when no other than kingly

government was underftood. True he was a
king ; but he was more, for he was a man, 2

benevolent and intelligent man. He labored
to eftablith the good order of civil {ociety; and,
rare for a prinee; he loved Iiberty. More
than nine hundred years ago he confhtituted
the trial by jury. From that tume his couns
try became the favorite land of hberty. Her
truggles there have been many and arduous ;
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4tid in terms of the greateft diftrefs, and mofk:
gloomy profpects, fhe has hovered over, as un
wﬂhn ¢ to forfake it. '

- OrTEN have we been informed of the cire
cumitances which induced liberty to fly over the:
Atlantic and plant an aflylum in this land -
And many times have we been called to remem-
ber, efpecially on thefe occafional days, the toils
and the fufferings which we underwent, as well
as our expenfe of treafure, and of blood, in her
late defence. Long, O long! may this be the
appy land ' of her chofen refidence ! |

- But what avail our foohiih afpirations, if it
has been ordered’ by the wife Gop of Nature,
that man fhall have nothing but trouble and
difcord—oppreflion and flavery, in this world ;-
and look for all his happinefs in that commg
ftate ‘of liberty and peace ? The advocateg for
what they call an efficient government, drawing
all their -arguments from' paft hiftory, affirm,
that though men individually may pretend to
the honor of being rational creatures, they can-
not act as fuch colleCtively,  Self intereft, fay
they, fets them at perpetual war with each oth-

er—{elf intereft ftronger than reafon, and there-
fore they muft be overruled. If thofe who

govern are wifer and better than othersmhapn
B
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py for the nations.—But if no wifer, and ne
bctter {till the people muft be ruled ; for there
muft be fome to command the peace.  'What,
demand they, has been the never failing fruit

of all attempts at reformation, and pretended
eﬂabh{hments of equal rights ? Confufion and

devaftation—diftrefles more complicated than
ever were 1nfliCted on the race of man by tyran-
ny, the moft detefted. To what have thefe at-
tempts invariably led, and where has been their
infallible end ? The oppreflions of a Cromwell
~the reftoration of Royal power. Such, con-
tinue they, are the mileries now felt in France,
and there alfo, fuch will be the final event :
And {uch, though not {o foon, will be the end
of all the wilionary hopes of felf deceived
America. '
. An! then ye Sifter States, muft we confider
vour fair necks as formed and fated to wear the
hard and heavy chains of flavery. Muft our
enterprifing commerce come on fhore, and be
reduced to dig in the earth to conceal her treaf-
ures from the harpy hand of tyranny——Shall .
agriculture be forced to plod the acres of his.
privileged lord, and feed on the. coarfeft, left
the table of the indolent fhould Ilack a luxuri-
ous {upply—-=Shall this ferene fenfe of fecurity
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be fucceeded by trembling apprehenfions, an
this {ocial confidence give way to fecret infor-
mations and dark fufpicions ?—O Gobp, we ac-
knowiedge the imperfetions of our natures,
the error of our reafon, and the madnefs of
our pafiions !-——But, my fellow citizens, thougli
we hope that Heaven has defigned us for a
imore perfe& future f’tate, none can deny that
it has alfo kindly permitted us to make ufe of
that reafon, by which we are diftinguifhed, to
improve wnd ameliorate the prefent. -And when
we confider the advances which men have al-
ready made, we have reafon to take courage.
If man has been able to draw from the bowels
the earth, that mineral by which he can hew
down the foreft, and plough up the {oil-—by
which he can raife the convenient edifice on land,
or even float it on the feas s if the winds, the
flowing water and the furious element of fire are
made fubfervient to turn his curious machines ;
if, by the invention or letters, he has extended
the powers of his feeble voice, and can fpeak at
once to the world, and even to pofterity ; if
he can traverfe the tracklefs ocean and com-
pais the earth ; 1if he has found out the
wonderful {tructure of the eye, and learned to
imitate in glafs, enlarging his powers of fight

.~
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to view and meafure the -planets in their orbs;
and converfe with thoufands in the peopled wa-
ter drop, why fhall he not be able to learn the
nature of the human mind and the regulation
of its paflions ? Were the beavers, the bees and
the ants created for peace and good order, and
man only for di{cord and confuiion ? We fee
and believe the other arts progreflive ; and 1s
not the art of government progreflive too ?
When we contemplate the inftitutions of Solon
or Lycurgus, we admire their wifdom.  So when
we confider the Ptolemaic Syitem, or the phi-
lofophy of Defcartes, now exploded; we equally
admire, though we can plainly difcover their
€ITOrs. -

Ancient politicans laid the foundation of
republican governments chiefly in moral in-
ftitutions, calculated to nfpire the heart with
virtue and patriotifm. They knew nothing of
the regular diftribution of powers, or repre-
fentative legiflation ;—above all, they perplexed
themfelves, not knowing where to truft that
tremendous power, the Jupiciar.—~They had
not learnt by jury, as with an electric rod, te
draw 1t -dqwn and fpread it harmlefs among the
people, yet preferving all its force.  When we

_~sonfider a whole nation aflembled at the paling
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of every law, a whole people fitting in judgment
on the trial of a caufe, we are altomithed and
{carcely can conceive how their governments
could Iaft fo long. To avoid the inconvenien«
cies of fuch aflfemblies, how many expedients
were tried in various ways to clafs the people ;
or fometimes commit the management of af-
fairs to a feletion of the wifeft ; but this was
ariftocracy or oligarchy ; and oligarchy and ar-
itocracy were foon found to be tyrannies, more
intollerable than that of a fingle perfon.

Ler us not be alhamed to own that 1t 15
from the Englifth we have drawn our origin ;
that from them we have taken the plan of com-
mitting the executive power, which often needs
promptnefs and fecrecy, to a fingle perfon.
From them we derived that reprefentative legif-
lation on which we have made fo great im-
provements, as well as that judicial fyftem fo
perfect that we {carcely think it needs improve-
ment. The moft important difcoveries in nat-
ural philofophy were made by accident, fingle
at firft, and have been brought into fyftem after=
wards. Doubtlefs the fame may take place
in polittcs. We liken the. Englifh Confti-
tution to an aged tree engrafted. The king,
the clergy and the nobhility, are branches of the
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old ftock’; but the reprefentative and judicial
parts, bearing valuable fruit, are from the
fcions—and we were feedlings from thefe very
{cions. If with fuch a mixture of good and
bad 1n their conftitution, they could preferve a
high degree of liberty fo long, may we not
humbly hope to enjoy the blefling more pure :
And when we confider the happy circumftances
under which our conftitutions were framed,
~may we not, without the imputation of enthu.
{fiafm, indulge an expectation that the flocods
have abated and libejty may go abroad upon
the earth to return no more.

WEe were free trom all hereditary claims—
free alfo from the fangs of {uperftition—that
cruel bird of night that flees before our rii-
ing fun. Knowledge was never fo univerfal-
ly diffufed ; the means of learning were never fo
common ; public fchools were never before in
any country enjoined upon the people by law.
Let us hope then, but let us hope with diffi-
dence; and let us remember that though the
elements are the copious gift of heaven, all elfe,
that men account valuable, muft be acquired by
labor, and preferved with care. The eyes of
philofophers throughout the world are fixed on

America : And may we not confider the be-




fevolent angels above, as our beholders, fhll
invoking and chanting and praying for peace
upon earth and good will towards men.

AN 1mperfect confideration of the previous
queftion, whether men are capable of crvzl liverty,
has already involved the mention of all the
means by which at preient we hope to preferve
it. We know not what future difcovertes and
improvements may be made. The greatef}
geniufes among mankind are ftill exerted upon
this important fubjet. We have no reafon to
pronounce vifionary, the hope and faith of pi-
ous men who pray for a millenmal ftate. New
difcoveries fo frequently made in our age,
ought to convince us that all the arts are in a
condition -far below the perfection to which
mankind are capable of carrying them ; and
the art of cwil government 1s perhaps in 1its
infancy. Yet what American will pretend to
deny that high degrees of liberty, precious and
abundantly worth the cultivation, have been,
and now are enjoyed. ‘Then let us confider a
little more particularly the feveral means of
preferving liberty.

- WE reckon firlt, an ardent love of liberty.
‘The love of Iiberty, true, is natural ; but the
real value and relifth of this, as of other blefl-
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ings, 15 known and felt by feeing or feeling the
deprivation. Then fince our own: country has
been {o blefled of heaven as niever to have un«
dergone one {ingle day of flavery, gowith me to
Europe and to Afia.

In Europe we are prefented with their pyras
mid of government. The peafantry and the
artizans at the bafe, {fome wealthy men form
the next ftep ; and then on thefe are placed in.
regular grades, the clergy, the nobility, the
court or miniftry, and, for the top ftone, a
king. This king 1s hereditary, and at the time
of his acceflion a child or a man—-a man of fenfe
or a fimpleton—a perfon of a good or bad heart,
puft as 1in the common courfe of nature it may
happen. Nature pays no regard to the palace
or the cottage in which fhe produces her man.
Known from infancy as heir apparent, a king
1s ufually not ediicated, but brought up feeding |
upon flattery. - Compare to this an eleCted
Prefident, who from his age, -his tried abihities
and approved faithfulnefs, may «t leaft be fup-
pofed one of the fitet men in the nation. But
it 15 anfwered, if the king 1s not-a man of ca-
pacity his prime minifter often is, and hz in fact
rules the nation. Granting this- to be true,
then the king, with all his expenfive court, is:
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fupported only {6 be a eleftor of the pnme
minifter; " But it is agairi an{wered; thi§ is the
gnly way to avoid the bloodthed 4nhd confufion
of Ele€tions. We have had none of that blood-
fhed and confufion ; arnd by. the blefliig of Gop
on our ¢dre to preferve the principles of ouf Con-
ftitution we never fhall: What would dn Amer=
ican chriftian fay to an hierarchical Clergy; plac-
ed and privileged without the choicé or concur=
rerice of - the people, wallowing in wealth and
pride. ‘Thefe dre the fucceflors of thofe ancient
prophets and apoftles who wandered about in
fheepikins and goatfkins, and labored with their
hands—the pretended followers of that Sox of
Man whofe kingdom was not of this world, and
who had not where to lay is head. And how
would it fuit the independent feelings of an
American, to fee around ham a highheaded no-
bility; ranking and holding themf{elves as fupe<
rior beings, becaufe perhaps fome diftant ancefs
tor pofletled fome merit; or fome favor at court;
or performed fome important action ; which
ought rather to fhame the prefent race for their
own infignificance. Among fo many privilegs
ed ordérs, a few fortunate merchants; and a few
men of genius, by extraordinary exertion; and
a2 httle lucky court favor; may chauce to be
o _
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fomething ; ‘but the great body of the people
had much better be favages. Neither is their
pyramid formed to endure. Experienceis now
teaching, that it 1s built on a mmiftaken founda=
ttont. Thefe 1s a latent fire in the bafe, which,
heavity comprefled, nwy lay {mothered for a
while s but on commuhication of the leaft
{park or glimmer of light will certainly explode,
and rifing, tumble all the other orders in con-
fufion, and the top fpire detruncated on the
ground. = Yet let it be allowed there have been
degrees of 'liberty in Europe,: exalting many of
the inhabifants’ far abovethofe of Afia. Heré
we behold a king {hut up in his {eraglio, moré
ignorant than his moft ignorant {lave; a prime
minifter with all the knowledge of 'a Weftindia
planter 5 a people who have-the fame right to
their hittle huts and {furrounding land, as out
cattle to thée barns and paftures in which we
permit them to feed ; the fame right *o thew
implements as thefe to the yokeand the plough;
and the fame fecurity of their hves as tame
beafts, till they are fatted and proper for the
mafter’s ftore, - ' "

“ Campyses, king of Perfia, afked his fas
vorite Praxafpes, one day, what was faid of lnm
in private converfation, Your great qualities
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are much admired, faid the favorite, but they
alledge you. love wine tco much. They un-
doubtedly fuppofe, faid the king, that wine im-
pairs my faculties ; you fhall fee, prefently.
He immediately began drinking to excefs ; and
then ordering the fon of Praxafpes to ftand at
the end of the apartment with his left hand up-
on his head, he took g bow, and having bent
it, faid he would fhoot the young man through
the heart, which he accordingly did, adding
exultingly to the father—Have I a fteady hand ?
To which the contemptible flatterer, as if unef-
feCted with the murder of his fon, replied, A-
pollo could not have aimed better !"#*

But we dwell too long on thefe difagrecable
{fubjects. Our liberties we do appreciate—our
liberties we will defend. It fhall be the appro-
priate bufinefs of thefe anniverfary days to fan
the pure flame, that, like the veftal fire of old,
1t may burn perpetually on thoufands of altars
—the heart of every American.

Bu the love of liberty alone is not {ufficient.
Why has cvil government been fo often fol<
lowed by tyranny ¢! Becaufe tyranny is fimple,
eafily pratifed and requires no knowledge.
In republican governments, the Citizens at large .

# Millot. Vol. 1. p. 101,




ought to poflefs a degree of political knowledge,
It 18 not indeed neceffary that every individual
thould have the knowledge and abilities of the
ftatefman. 'We are fuppofed to delegate our
moft intelligent men to manage our public afa
fairs ; and we ought generally fo repofe a confi-
dence in them, as better informed than ours
felves, But without fome degree of knowledge
in the ele¢tor, how fhall he eftimate the knowl-
edge or conduct of his delegate ! How fhall he
be able to diftinguith between the real errors of
government pointed out with rational freedom
by the man of principle, and the meer inveigh-
1n gsﬁ of difappoin&d {eekers after office. Ig-
norance is fubject to a thoufand jealoufies—Ig-
norance 1s often excited to infurreCtion againt
the very beit meafyres of government: And
when made to feel the confequences of its un-
reafonable conduct, Ignorance can take the op-
. pofite extreme, and bear with every unconftitu-
tional, every oppreflive meafure. Ignorance is
a beaft of burden, reftive at times, equally lia-
ble to kick againft the hand that would free him
from his harnefs, as againft that which at-
tempts to bind him fafter. Under the ablolute
governments of the eaft, learning 18 difcouraged.

It is dangerous for aman to poffefs and uns
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happy too, for it can only give him a profpect
of the miferable fitnation of his country. In
Europe colleges and academies are inftituted
for the benefit of the wealthy, and the learning
there given is intended chiefly for the individ.
val, to enable him ta make his fortune and
thine in life; but inftruétion here 1s a matter
of ftate, and the main defign 1s to educate every
individual in fuch moral habits, and to give him
fo much underftanding as fhall quahfy him to
act well in the honorable place of a free citi-
zen. ‘The nature of cvil government fhouid
compofe a part of the education 1n our public
{chools. A few good palitical maxims planted
in the early {fpring would be {ure to flouri{h
through all the after feafons of life. ‘
Bur in the opinien of fome, our greateft
danger at prefent confifts 1n our depending too
much on the perfeftion of our confhitution and
refolution to mamntain our Iiberty, ta the neg-
le¢t of thofe inftitutions, calculated to infpire
the republican virtues and form good citizens,
on which the ancxents {cemed chiefly to rely.
But in what nation wis there an inftitution fu-
perior to the Chriftian Sabbath—O'! may 1t
never pafs into general neglett——Poor and inef-
ficacious are the laws unaccompanied by the
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lovely virtues. - We know that the beft Jaws
ceafe to be executed and grow obfolete, as foon
as they contradict the general manners, fenti-
ments and habits of the times ; for the people
are the fountain from which all the waters
flow. Corruption of national manners is a
difeafe—a blotch upon the tree by fome pro-
nounced incurable; but when the prefent limbs
fhall be fallen off, new fhoots may poflibly arife
more free Happy for us, there is no differ-
ence between the moral diCtates of our religion
and the political virtues and manners which ous
government requires. We have no need, as in
Europe, on coming into life, to unlearn all the
morality we have hitherto been taught, and fub-
ftitute the whimfical laws of honor, and fafh
ijonable vices of the world. Yet too many re-
mains of our former connexion, and toc many
humble imitations of European manners arc
{een to prevail in fome circles among us., A
mericans, dare to aflert the republican dignity
of man ; regardlefs of the {neering -courtiers,
dare to advocate the virtues of the freeman and
the chriftian. !

Turee things then are neceflary-~love of
liberty, political knowledge, republican virtues.
One or two of thefe many be poffefled by a na=
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tion, and caufe among them cetain deprees of
liberty : But te preferve it in its higheft pers
feCtion, all three muft combine.

For a great nation to be free, {ay fome of the
French orators, nothing more 1s neceffary than
that fhe will to be free. Whll 1s but one facul-
ty of the human mind. Let an individual pofs
iefs the refolution of Mars and the firength of
Hercules, without fteady principle and without
difcretion, his own frantic paflions will make
him a flave : Let him proclaim his liberty ever
{o loudly,all others behold him bound in chains.
It 1s not the demolition of the Baftile, ot
the beheading of 4 king, not the promulgation
of a new conftitution, not the deftruttion of the
Briflatine party, nor of Robefpierre, nor the
power fucceflively to deftroy their own coniti-
tutions and adopt new ones—no, nor even the
invincible force of their arms that will eftablith
the great nation free. But with republican in-
formation and republican virtues, it is not nec-
eﬁiry to {ay a great nation ; but for any nation
to be free, it is fufficient that fhe awills 7t. Ah'l
Switzerland, was it the opinion of thy Wirr-
tam TEerL: that none but a great nation' could
furely vindicate their liberty ? How long have
thy fmall cantons maintained their freedom,
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¢lofely furrounded by powerful defpots ? And
hadft thou preferved thy principles and thy
anion uncontaminated, ftil nadft thou remain-
¢d the happy hive, and no hornets had choﬁ:n
to pillage or moleft thee. ‘

BuT let not a free republican fay, the French
are not fit for a republican government—and
therefore it is to be regretted they eer attempt=
ed their emancipation—for 1if they were not fif
for a republican government; they were equally
unfitted to continue any longer under their old
arbitrary one.  The diffufion of general light
had glimmered ori their minds. = They could
difcern, and were captivated by the charms of
liberty ; though it muft be owned they have not:
yet learned how to treat her with proprrety.
“They have the Jove of liberty, but the other two
requifites are greatly wanting. Every good
mind muft be fhocked at the enorinmities they
Have committed ; and none but a blind parti=
san counld ever think of juftifying them. Our
sovernment has done right to refift thett injufa
tice. We defend ourfelyes againft the wild rage
of a lunatic ; but we think it unbécoming our
own fobricty to lav up refentment again{t him
afterwards. Let us confider then their condis
tion faitly. We may draw it to our prefent
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puipofe. It will learn us to deteit tyranny, to
prize our conftitutions, and {et a value on our
religion and morality. What was 1t that rend-
ered them fo unfit for the freedom after which
they afpire ? What but the arbitrary power
under which they have fuffered for want of ed-
ucation. We lament that they have attempted
to banifh the chriftian religion : But we ought
to confider that this was the chriftian religion
only in name. It had became fo interwoven.
with the old order of government and profti-
tuted thereto, that perhaps it was next to im-
poflible to detach and purify it. So congenial
to republican governments are the pure moral
dotrines, and the primitive iimplicity of this re-
ligion, that we may fafely calculate upon its re-
turn to France, fhould this government there
finally be ettablifhed. If we compare too the
crcumitances acending our revolution to thole
that accompanied theirs, we fhall find reafon to
thank heaven and the {pirit and wildom of our
anceftors, rather than indulge a high cenfor:ous
{pirit, or plume ourfelves upon any {uppofed
{upenority of nature. We refifted the firft at-
tempt—we never had been flaves—with little
alteration, we purfued the {ame form of govern-

ment, and the fame laws, to which we had been
D



accuftomed—new habits and new laws we had
not to learn and afflume—our religion and our
clergy were all on our fide. "The very principle
of toryi{m made it neceffary for every tory to
be open and avowed. Knowing our enemies,
and that they were but few in number, we could
deal with them more generoufly ; but a knowla
ledge that a nation has mternal and {ecret ene-
mies, fubjeéts it to the moft cruel f{ufpicions.
"The French had a body of 200,000 ecclefiaftics,
wnofe unjuft privileges depended on the ancient
fyftem-—a numerous nobility mterefted in the
{fame manner—Such a clergy muft have at their
difpofal many bigotted devotees—Such a nobil-
ity, many minions.—We reiifted the claims of
a diftant nation—The French attempt a revo-
" Jution at home, clofely furrounded by coalefced
and inimical powers. We cannot but weep tor
poor human nature when we view the tragical
{tenes of Europe. The eye of the politician
obferves all the nations there as in a ferment-
ing ftate, and conjecture rather than calculation
fixes the period of their troubles. Perhaps they
muft wander in the wildernefs yet thefe forty
ycars, until the prefent race are dead, before
their children can go in and poflefs the prom-

ifed land. Happy would it be if Kings knew
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how to yield gradually to the changing fenti-
ments of the times—Happy if the people could
be more {teady and temperate. A new fcene of
human affairs we believe is approaching
Stormy and tempeftuous has been the night, its
darknefs intermitted only by fhort flathes and
oleams, and fome tranfient breakings away of
the clouds. But the day has dawned, the
mountain tops begin to fhine—The fun ad-
vances—and though in the European hemif-
phere the ftorm 1s ftill prevailling—Hapny A-
merica ! Serene 1s your morning—beautiful and
bright are your fkies !

AND the continuance of our happy fate we
truft is in our own management-—Then let us
keep alive the facred flame—cherifth the repub-
lican—cherifh the moral virtues—continue to
fofter fchools of learming—hold faft that reli-
gion whicn free in its nature, never exifted un-
der an arbitrary government, without extreme
corruption or extreme perfecution ; and with-
out which, in the opinion of our wifeft men, our
republican government cannot long continue. |

O SeiriT of Sumwer ! May thy mild re-
publican virtues be fent down from heaven
among us ; and may Memory the meflen oer be
faithful to imprint them laftingly on our minds,




opnsmante £3 S5 sawnmcornd

and fink them deep 1n Qur hearts. Of no par-
ty ; yet not wavering without an opinion—Re-
fpected by all parties, becaufe they knew the
impartial goodnefs of thy heart, and the clear-
nefs of thy underftanding that could difcover
the errors of all. ‘

How dare I {peak of WASHINGTON—
Evrocy has exerted her utmoft—Imagination
has foared his higheft flights in attempt to equal
his praife.  Ah! were they anxious left his
- name and example fhould be loft. Vain at-
tempts ! Groundlefs anxiety ! Our lttle per-
formances exiut but for a day ; and the moft
briliant among them fhine only as infeéts.
Thefe leaves fhall {foon lay among the rubifh,
Eulogies, ftatutes and monuments do honor to
our nation, for they exprefs her fenfibility and
gratitude. But when the marble itfelf by the
power of corroding air fhali crumble to duft, the
name, fame and nftructive example of Wasu-
inaToN fhall fhine with undiminithed Iuftre—
and fhould 1t pleale the Granp ARcHITECT
to continue this earth and folar fyftem for ages
double to thole they have yet feen, altronomy
ulight as foon forget her brighteft planet, as hifs
tory, her WasuinGgTon., INo-—to atternpt—his
culogy 13 not my object ; but m difcourfing, con-
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cerning the means of perpetuating liberty, howe
could we pafs by the example of this man ? Pray
let us not compare him to the Cefars and Alexan-
ders of paft ages. Isnot the rational benevolent
being fuperior to the proud fighting animal ? Let
us refle€t on the virtues of that mind, that could
forget all the advantages of private wealth, dii-
dain every offer of perfonal preferment, forego
his eafe, and endure a long feries of labors, haz-
ard his life, and even his fame in a dubious con~
teft ; only becaufe he perceived that the intereft
not only of America, but of England, of human-
ity in general, of liberty herfelf was concerned
in the caufe. And when fortune had found his
patience, his prudence and fortitude invincible,
and was forced to yield them fuccefs ; to com-
plete the hero, and realife whatever romance had
imagined, fee him temperate, {teadily adhering
to firft principles, modeit, noteven impofing the
weight of his opinion to control in the difputes
of Freemen. 'We cannot all be generals, we do
not all pollefs the talents of the ftatefman ; but
like him, we poflefs moral minds. It is by the
virtues of thefe only tha¢ republican governments
can be {upported. It was the practice of thefe
virtues that diftinguifhed our WasuingTON,
and {et him above all the great men that went
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before him.. For the{'e, and not for the abth
ties of the general and ﬁcatefman, is he now ﬁxed

a new and bright ftar in the. heavens to gmde
our political conrfe. § o
- O ve hiftorians | dwell ot fo Yune; on yom.
defcrlptlons of battles and military exploits, cal-
culated only to infpire young readers with un-
Prmmpled military ardor ; but pain. WasHinG-
ron in his virtues and let it be feen that military
ardor without them is but brutal and favage fe-
mmty ' |
Genvs of rifing Amerlca, faip would I make
this fmall voice be heard from the Atlantic to
the Mifluippi, and from the lakes to the Mexican
~gulph! Buat flop.-—A more powerful and more
beloved voice has {poken ; and the {zlutory ad-
.vice 1s ftill founding in your ears. 0! let it'be
engraved at the foot of his beloved portrait, and
become the moft honorable ornament of your
dwellings. Make of it a tablet to be carr led in
your bofoms, and wear it neareft your hearts ;. nay
deem 1t no facrllege to bind it in the volume of
your bibles —It-1s your political creed—Form
inftitutions in memory of your WASHINGTONM
Follow him in the political courfe; and’ "forget

-ngt that he was a follower alfo in the Chrlihaﬂg- '
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