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Rev. Mr. SUMNER’s ADDRESS.

Ox tlic morning of the 4th July, 1806, the Corporation of
Lerc.+32x Acsrexy met to open a New Building for
the use of that In:itution. The TrusTEEs, PRECEPTOES
and StrpesTs furmed in procession, and proceeded to
take possession of the Edifice, upon which tl:e Rev, Mr,
SuMnER, Presicent of the Academy, delivered the fol-
jowing" ADDRESS to the Students and Spectators.

———p O @

ON the 23d. of March 1784 Leicester
Academy was established by the Government of
this Commonwealth for the purpose of diffusing
useful knowledge, an¢i the promotion of virtue and
true piety. Soon after the Charter :vas ;ranted, the
seminary was openedand was in aflourishing condition
until the want of energy in the confederation of the
U. States, and the tumults that existed in this State,
so far destroyed public credit, as to render the resour-
cesof this Institution unproductive, and for a time
it was shut up; and so it must have remained had
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it not *.z = for the exertions of individuals, and par-
ticularly of the Inhabitants of Leicester. By means
of which it was kept alive, until the Federai Con-
stitutic was framed, and the Federal Government
established, which restored public credit, and of
course revived wiis instituticn ; since which time it
has prospered, and many have here been tramned up
tc take active, and useful parts upon the stage of
life ; many have been furmished to become 1nstruct.-
ors of private Schools, others have been prepared
to enter upon professional studies, and not a few
have been fitted to become members of Colieges and
Universities. When a new building was found
pecessary for the accommodation of the Precep-
tors and Students, angd the funds were judged com-
petent to the expense, it was undertaken. On
the 14th of May 1805, the Corner Stone of this
Edlifice was laid, since which time, this superstruct.
ure has been erected thereon—convcenient and suf
ficiently elegant ; of which we this day take posses-
sionforthe use of this Academy, agreeably tothe cha:-
ter. Weadd our ardert wishes, that itmay long stand,
and be an extensive blessing for ages yet to come—
a pure fountain, from which may issue such streams
asmay gladden the hearts of the pious and goed—
that the most useful knowledge may hac Le faith.
fully communicated, according to the age and ca-
pacity of the students, and by thcm as carefully
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pursued—that the purest principles of virtue, piety
and true religion, may be here inculcated, and con-
scientiously practised—that the proficiency of the
present members,and others who may succeed them,
may be prcportionate to their advantages and accord-
ing to the just expectations of Parents and Friends—
that these walls may never be abused, by unnec-
essary defacements ; espeically that they never be
made a covert to vice, and wickedness—but that
the knowledge and fear of the true Gop, be here
promoted and maintained, to the latest period
of time.

Let us now go into the house of the Lozp and
there offer our praise and thansgiving for the smiles
of Heaven upon this institution, and the success that
has attended the erecting of this building ; at the
came time by prayer an:] supplication commend this
seininary to the divine benediction, and atiend to
the nnportance of Education.




KEV. v4rR. BANCROFT’s ORATION.

IN the pleasing excereises of this morn-
ing the oration was originally assigned to the princi-
pal instructor of the Academy. He declined the
service, and it has unhappily devolved on me.—
Whiie I regret that the ultiinite appointment of the
Corporation had not been directed in a different
manner, it becomes my indispersable duty to ad-
dress this respected audience on the sabject of ed-
ucation.

The importance of educaticn will appear from
every view, in which it can e contemplated.. The
difference between men resulting from education i€
much greater than that which arises from endow-
ments of nature. What dispr sportion between the in-
tellectual capacity of the man, who has extensively
cultivated the field of science, and that of the mere
child of the earth, who is. ignorant of ¢ very thing but
the purposes of animal life! Cultire unfolds the
powers of the human mind und displays the facul-
ties of hiim, who by the inspiration of the Almighty
posesses understanding. Tothemar of an improved
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inind natureunfolds her secretoperations, and presents
her richest treasures ; he possesses unfailing sources
of pleasing reflectionand moves in anextended sphere
of benevolent action. From earth he rises to heaven,
attains to worthy apprehensions of the character and
government of God, understands his moral relations,
and rightly conceives of his immortal destination.

The effects of education are still more impor-
tant upon the mcral, than the intellectual nature of
man. This disciplines his passions, purifies his
temnper, and refines his manners. It gives useful
direction to the sensibilities of the human heart, and
forms the soul to an habit of wvirtue. By it, are we
fitted to sustain the offices, and to participate in the
endearments of domestic and social life. On its
influence must we depend to form the kind neigh-
bor, the good citizen and the pious and charitable
christian. By wise methods of moral education,
may we expect to be fitted for a life of continued im-
provement in knowledge and of attainments in virtue,
when the distinctions of this world shall be lost, and
all the monuments of human ingenuity be oblitera-
ted.

Under the impressions, which our subject is
calculated to make, do we not dwell with veneration
and gratitude upon the memories of our first New-
England Ancestors ? The European settlers of our
sountry, under all the dangers and embarrassments
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with which they were encompassed, felt a rational
solicitude for their posterity. Being separated from
the improvements of the old world, and having di-
rect intercourse only with the savage of the wilder-
hess, they perceived the danger, to which their de-
scendants were exposed, of falling into a state of ig-
norance and barbarism, and they exerted strenuous
cfforts to preserve them from the fatal evil, and to ren-
der them the worthy repositories of the invaluable
inheritance, which they hoped to transmit. To
their piety and patriotism ‘are we indebted for the
early foundation of a College, for our liberal and ju-
dicious plan of schools in incorporated towns, and
for the general system of our literary and religious
institutions. Time, which tests all things, has prov.
ed the wisdom and efficacy of the measures of their
adoption. |

Look down, ye revered spirits, from the abodes
of the blesse?, and behold the fruits of your toils and
hazards. Your Newtown school has grown into
Harvard University, which embraces the whole cir-
" cle of science. Your Western border is illuminated
by a Literarv seminary of encreasing splendo,
and usefulness. On the shores of Maine, under
favorable auspices, arises a College, which promis.
es to disseminate knowledge and virtue through a
populous district, which will soon claim the honor

ofan independent stite.  Various Humane societies
B
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are formed in different parts of your country, dnd
by their ..enevolent agency remove or alleviate thc
~ calamities incident to the life of man. Throughout the
extent of your patent, where stood the altar, on
which the deluded Indian offered his unmeaning sac-
rifice to an unknown Deity, are temples opencd for
the spiritual and ennobling worship of the God of
heaven and carth; where the savage youth were taught
fhé stratagems of insidious war, and instructed in the
rﬁﬁncments of torture upon a vanquished enemy, are
seminaries erected to teach your descendents the
arts of peace, and to 1nitiate them in the busincss
of civilized society. To the awful glocm and si-
lence of extended forests, to the hideous yell of the
‘Infuriated warrior, to the uncertain supplies of the
chace, succeed the variegated prospects of populous
towns, and cultivated fields, the hum of busy life
‘and the abundance of agriculture and commerce.

In the United States, necessary devotion to pro-
fessional business leaves to few the exclusive pur-
suits of science ; among those therefore, who rank
with scholars, we have not the proportion of men of
profound erudition, which 1s found in old eountries
whose Universities have attained toa high degree
of perfcction, and among whom there are great num-
bers, who, born to affluent fortunes, spend their lives
in Academic walks. The expectation of this
would be unreasonable, the clabm is vanity.




11

O———

But, the age of our nation considered, have we
reason to be ashamed of the state of American litera.
ture ? In the higher branches of science, and in the
most useful arts we have had individuals preemi-
nently distinguished ; and some who have led the
way to the first philosophers of Europe. In the
finc arts we are making essays :—In practical arts
that broaden the basis of 'society, and ameliorate the
condition of man, we hold an honory grade. In the
elementary plan of education, which 1s extended to
the rich and the poor, which embraces the*whole
mass of our citizens, we will yield precedence to no
nation on earth. The value of these improvements
cannot be calculated. Compare our country with
one, whose inhabitants are destitute of advantages
of this nature, and where general 1gnorance and bar-
barism prevail. How many channels of useful
business, how many sources of enjoyment and hap-
piness are open to us, which are closed to them !
Of how much higher value is property, i1s domestic
relation, is life itself ! Among the richest benefits
of that degree of learning, which is within the at-
tainment of all classes of people, we may reckon the
ability acquired to understand our religion, in its evi-
dence, its spirit and design; by which men are
guarded against the useless services of superstition,
sccurced from the dclusions of enthusiasm, and are
cnabled to direct their religious observances to real
attainmcnts in moral life.
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As the intermediate, grade, between our Col.
leges and Town schools, Academies are incorporat-
ed. In these vouth may obtain an education, that
will fit them for the active business of society, and
qualify them to become instructors in subordinate
schools ; but it 1s not expected that the profound
scholar should here be formed. To these the female
part of our youth are admitted, that they also may ac-
quire a grammatical knowledge of their language, and
possess a confidence in the coitectness of their ¢wn
compositions ; that their minds may be raised to
a perception of the beauties of polite literature,
formed to relish the charms of elegant compo-
sition, and to feel the worth of chaste, moral senti-
ment ; and that sources of mental erjoyment may be
opened to them, to sooth the sorroiws, and to lighten
the burdens to which in future life they are inevitably
destined.

We coafide in the wisdom of the Legislature
not to multiply institutions of this nature to break
in upon our excellent establishment of schools in
towns. A more serious evil than this could sca.cely
befall families in the humble grades of society ; it
would take from the poor the opportunity to give
their children the lowest instruction of the school.
We confide in the discretion of those, who have
wealth, not to bound at the Academy the literary
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course of those sons, to whom they wish to give a
thorough education.

The Academy is an elevation which extends
the literary horizon, and brings into distant view the
region of science ; but the path to the heights of
this region lies through the University. Here it is
the twilight of the morning, there the splendor of
meridian day ; here a few faint blossoms may be
collected, there the flowers expand, ripen and yield
their fruit. _

Youth, who mean to become sholars,will consid-
er the education of the Academy only asa preparation
for a seat in a higher literary establishment. With
high satisfaction we remark that Harvard University
is rising in her requirements from candidates for ad-
mission ; we trust that an example so friendly to the
interests of literature will be followed by other Col-
leges, and that in our system of public education,
we shall soon rival the most literary country of the
old world.

Liecester Academy may be reckored ameng
those that are the most useful in the Commonwealth.
Its local situation, ncar the centre of a populous
county, is favorable to the important purposcs of its
institution. 'With grateful recoilection, we recog-
nize a Crarr and a Davisas its founders. Their
liberality, aided by the donaiions of the town of
Leicester, and of a number of private gentlemen of
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this vicinity, enzbled those who were originally in-
corporated as tru:tees, early to begin the business
of instruction.  But vou well recollect, gentlemen,
youi embarrassments from the loss of public credit.
Your small capital had little more than a nominal
value, and you even doubted whether the pious and
benevolent intentioms of the founders of the Acade-
my were practicable ; "but when our ‘country, under
the auspices of the WasningToN administration,
arose to credit, honor and prosperity, your prospects
br_lgatcned. When the genius of HaMiLTON ex-
plored the resources of united America, infused life
into her funds, and communicated the vital principle
through all their ramifications, you felt the salutary
eﬁ'ect' Your capital rose to its nominal value ; and
this, cncreased by the sale of a township of land,
the gift of the government of the Commanwealth,
has enabled you successfully to prosecute :he orig-
inal plan, and I congratulate you gentlesuen, and
all the friends of the seminary, that on tius day we
take possession ofa spacious and convenient cdifice,
erected for the accommodation of the Academy.—
The expense of its erection has, indeed, greatly en-
croaehed upon our funds and I solicit the charitable
atgentions of the patrons of science to this rising sem.-
mnary, that we inay extend the branches of usecful
instructron, au<i =ver command qualified instructors,
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by giving them a compensation adequaté to their
Services. _

The gentlemen who compose the corporation,
will permit me respectfully to observe, that the pub-
lic utility of the Academy depends on the manner in
which they shall execute their trust. They are ul-
timately responsible to the community for its in-
terior regulation, for the eompetency of its in-
struction, and for the whole system of its admin-
istration. May the success of their past exer-
tions animate them to future vigilance and assiduity.
An habitual impression, that we are all account-
able to God ior the execution of the commis-
sions of life, may animate them to fidelity ir this
trust ; and the day of retribution will be brought
into near prospect by the consideration, that one
half of those who originally composed their body,
are now numbered with the dead.

The gentlemien who are immediately concern-
ed in the instruction of the students will feel the
weight of their charge. Few offices in society are
more highly important than that which you sustain.
To your management we commit these youth and
children, the hope of our country. To your cul-
ture we entrust the minds of those in whose welfare
we feel the dearest intercst ; on whose wise and
virtuous behavior we depend for the - reatest joys
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of life, and for the best solace of age ; and to whom
we look tc honor our memories when we shall sleep
in the dust. Removed from the guardianship and
the endcarmcnts of their paternal domes, to you
we transfer the authority and the affcction, the solic-
itude and the tenderness of the parent. By the
discreet exercise of power ensure submission, and
by engaging the ingeauous feelings of the innocent
heart, obtain a more -effectual control ; draw these
youth into the paths of knowledge and virtue by the
cords of love. Fan‘the fire of geniys; enkindle
the spirit of emulation; encourage the youth-
ful mind to cxert its own powers, and strength.
en its faculties by excrcises adapted to their period
of life. Acquainted as you are with the progress of
the human mind, you are convinced that the super-
structure of a thorough education can be erected on-
ly on a solid foundation laid in early life.

While thas solicitous to conduct your pupils
in the paths of useful literature, you will bear in
mind, that an essential and primary end ef this
Academy is the promotion of picty and christian
virtue. At no period was attention to moral edu-
cation more necessary than at the present. The
fountains of infidelity and vice are all uncovered,
and their pisonous strcams are continually poured
into the minds of youth ; and on you we depend to
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apply the antidote. Vain are the richest gifts of
genius, vain the acquisitions of natural science, and
worse than vanity the insinuating charms of polish-
ed manners, unless these are directed by moral prin-
ciple. Guard then the minds of our rising offspring
from the contagion of irreligion, and lead them
to feel the force of moral obligation ; teach them
the reverence of God ; make them to understand
the system of christianity ; and habituate them to
act from a regard to the issue of the day of judg-
ment ; and then, amidst the prevalence of the im-
pious maxims of the sceptic; and the vain dogmas
of the sophist ; amidst the corrupting agitations of
poitical parties and the seductions of vice, they
will have within themselves a standard of truth
and rectitude, and w.ll be influenced to right con-
duct by motives, which cannot be counteracted by
the allurements of dissipation, nor by the attractions
of ambition.

With warmth of affection, with ardent desires
for your improvement, we address you, my young
friends, who are pupils in the Academy. The ex-
pensive care of your parents, and the unwearied
diligence of your preceptors will not avail, unless
you maintain a teachable disposition, and second
their endeavors by your own application. View
not those who are entrusted swith vour instruction

C
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as inquisitors, who take pleasure in prying out your
errors, and find delight in making you suffer.—
- your deficiencies and faults will occasion them the
keenest sorrow, and the task of punishment they
will feel as the heaviest burden of their office.—
Consider them as your best friends, and render
their government and instruction light and pleasant
by your submissive and respectful behavior, and by
a diligent use of your time. Let their mzturer ex-
perience induce ycu cheerfully to adopt their advice
even In instances where you do not perceive its pro-
pricty.

You, of both sexes, possess advantages, which '
were unknown to those who preceded you in the
path of life ; be ambitious to derive from them
their full benefit ; labor is the price set upon the
valuable objects of the world. Learning is not the
gift of chance ; the seeds of science are not of that
easy and careless growth,. as not to require the fos.
tering hand of culture. Conquer then the indolence
too common to the human mind. Guard against
thedissipation to which your passions always prompt.
Look into the world, and notice the men who are the
most eminent, in the professions of society, and the
most worthy in the walks of life. Are they not
men who rose by their own exertions ? Lmulate
their laydable industry ; like them improve your
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advantages, and like them you may rise to emzpncc
and worth.

Let not the learning you acquire mﬂate you
with vamity and pride. Consider aot learning as
the end of education, but as the means to render
you the more useful. Knowledge is valuable on-
ly as it encreases your capacity to do good ; as it fits
you the more honorably to fill the offices of society
Knowledge is valuable as it brings you acquainted
with the works and ways of God, assists your appre-
prehensions of meral truth and moral duty, and aids
your progress towards the goal of humun perfection.
Open then your hearts to the seeds of truth, of use-
fui knowledge, and of christian virtue ; cherish their
growth, that nourished by the dew of heaven, 1n you
they may yield their richest harvest.

By a regard to the peace and happiness of your
parents ; by the love of reputation ; by the desire
of eminence ; by the yorth of immortal life, be
r<rsu.ded to improve the price put into your hands
to gain wisdom.

'To thy benediction, Parent of wisdom, e com-
mend this seminary. Inspire the wealthy, the stew-
ards of thy bounty, with the spirit of charity to be-
come its benefactors. Through every period of time,
may it prove the nursury of piety, virtue and useful
literature. Assist thy servants of the corporation
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to thtgfmhful and judicious execution ofthenr trust.
Max‘oqpreceptors adopt a wise plan of government,
pursue 2a effectual method of instructjon, and in: -
their own example persuasnvely illustrate the: m ’

lessons they teach. May these our sons Prow up
strong and healthy ; and these our danghters &&4u- | ‘\
tiful and amizble. May they be endowed with: use.

fai knowledge, and formed to moral worth. May
they become estimable through all the conr.cxions
. of society and all the relations of life ;. £aally, may

. they be admitted to the mansions of the blessed




