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AN ORATION.
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4

N the day of prosperity to rejoice,” is an

exercise of our faculties, as well in unison
with the finest feelings of the human heart, as inac-
cordance with the rational aliowance of our holy Re.
higion.

T o solemnize by festive and appropriate rites, those
momentous events which the history of our nation af.
fords, has an obvious tendency to perpetuate their re-
membrance, and to cherish the principles upon which
they were founded.

IT is to commemorate an era, memorable for the
triumph of principles the most conducive to the hap-
piness of man, and the exaltution of the nation In
which we live ; andit is at a period the most auspi-
cious for their contemplation, and the most evincive
of their beneficent effects, that we, my Fellow-Citi. -
zens, uniting our voices with millions of ¥reemen,
have assembled on this joyful Anniversary. |

A minvuTE review of the early annals of our na-
tion, from its original scttlement, or an historical de-
tail of the prominent events of our Revolution, would
be but a repetition of scenes which have often becn
displayed to my audience on occasions like the present,
and would possess too little of novelty, either for in-
struction or entertainment. T'o many who are herc
assembled, such a sketch of the latter, would proba-
bly exhibit but a fuint outline of that picture, which
their own hands had contributed to form, and the viv.
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id colours of which are still fresh in their remembrance,
For with the most cordial feelings of gratification and
respect, do I behold around me many of thosc aged
citizens, whose venerable countenances, and locks sil-
vered with the lapse of years, bespeak them to have
been the Patriots of the days sacred to Liberty, and
the Heroes of the Battles of our Independence.  Per-
mit me to offer them the homage of that respectful ven-
eration, which is due from the present generation to
the veteran defenders of their country’s rights ; and to
congratulate them on their arrival at a period, when
the successful trinmph of that sacred cause, for which
they have jeopardized their lives ¢ on the high places
of the field,” affords them the consoling assurance,
that they have not toiled In vain, or wasted the vigor of
their manhood for nouglt.

RereErRRING you then to the pen of History, for the
record of our colonization and settlement, and to the
experience of age for the recital of our Revolutionary
dangers, sufierings and atchicvements ; a rapid sketch
of those objects, for the acquirement of which our stur-
dv ancestors ¢ held not therr lives dear to them,” and
of those principles, whose maintenance was deemed
worthy of the price of blood, will eccupy o few mo-
ments of your attention,

ImpeLLED uniformly by a spirit of civil and polit-
ical Liberty, and guided by sentiments of Religion,
which though at times beclouded by the mists of big-
otry and fanaticisim, were in their nuinre tolerant and
mild, the enterprizing genius of our uncestors, burst
from the restraints of domestic tyranny 2t home, and
forced their passage through the accunmiled difnceul-
ties which embittered their pilgrimage abhread.  With
all their discouragements and embicrassnicnts, such
was their rapid progress in national greatness, that their
unnatural mother soon siewed them with in eye of
avarice for their mercasing wealtly wd perhaps of
j-‘calgusy for their future tortancs.

| Prrevineg



- Pursvine their progress for a century and an hal¥,
through a covrse of unexampled prosperity and suc-
cesshul enterprize, we arrive at that memorable crisis
of their affairs, which more particularly relates to the
concerns of this day, and to an event by far more in-

teresting to us, than any other on the page of their
cventful history.

THr great objects of that Revolutior;, for the ac-
complishment of which no sacrifices were deemed too
distressing to be submitted to, and no dangers too
threatening to be encountered, werc in the first place
national Independence ; and in the sccond mdividual
Liberty.*  A\s the possession of the former furnished
the only sccurity for the enjoyment of the latter, its
acquirement was justly dcemed an object of primary
importance, in the view of a discerning people.  With.
out 1t, the tenure of every civil nght must be precari-
ous and uncertain, and at best furnish to its possessor
amere tepancy at the will of another.  To a people
who n the pursuit of that trecdom which the land of
their nativity denied them, had but the century before,
braved the dangers of the deep, and the perils of an
inhospitable shore, a state of forcign dependence for
all that they in this life held dear, was not to be endur-
cd. And when to theorctical clatms of unlimited su.
prcmacy on the part of Great-Britain, came to be ad-
ded overt acts of practical oppression, the spmit of
American Independence, lighted at the sacred Altar of
Liberty, burst into a flame, which all the engines of a
foreign power were unable to quench or subdue.

By the attainment of national Independence, how-
ever essential to the best interests of Amcerica, was
not In ttscll an object worth the struggele which it cost,
cxcept 5o far as it paved the way to rational Freedom,
and the individual Liberty of the Citizen. The most
cutire posscssion of national  sovrcignty, 1s by no
means incensistent with a stute of the maost degrading
personal subjection.  Itis a consideration of little con-

scquence

* See Note .



7

scquence to the hapless victim of despoti: power, from
what quarter the chilling blasts of tyranny blow upon
his habitation. Let the bitter waters of oppression
flow {rom whatever source, or be disguised 1n whatev-
er shape they may, “ still Slavery, thou art a bi]:ter
draught !’ In that great monumnental act, into which,
through the pen of that illustrious Chief, who now,
honorably for himself, and glorirusly for his Country,
nresides over the concerns of a free people, ©was
poured the soul of the American Continent ;7 in this
expressive instrument, the founders of our Impire
were therefore careful, not only to declare to tixe world
the measurc of their wrongs, as a justification of their
rightful resistance to arbitrary power, and to asseit their
indubitable right to national sovreignty ; but likewise
to hold up a rccognition of those maxims of govern-
ment, which in all situations they deemed essential to
the sccurity of their rights as citizens,  As the most
prominent of these are distinguished the naturar equal-
ity of man, the inalicnable rights of lifc, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness, the supremacy of popular
sovreignty, and the dutics of resistance to lilegitimate
and oppressive rule.

Tuese principles, althongh they had before that
time been asserted as theoretical truths, by the Lockes
unc the Sidnevs of the ancient world, and though 2
fH{ampden had once scaled them with his unsulicd
blood, had never before been practically adopted as the
fundamenta! maxims of any well ordered goveimment.
Never before had a nation rose up, avowing them as
the rules of their political faith, and “ with their lives
and their fortuncs,” oftering to vindicate them to the
world. Yes, yesainted spirits of departed Patriots,
and ye surviving cotemporarics of an iilustrious band ;
your’s 1s the boast, that few asyc were in numbers,
and feeble as were the means of your defence, you for
the darst time stood forth, as the practical assertors ot
doucirmes, which the hand of tyranny had at that time
well nigh obliterated from the carth, or had confined to
the hreastz of a few scattering votarics of Liberty and
Philosophy 1z Europe and Amcrica ! AsToN.
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Astox1sneDp as well at their boldness as their nov
elty, no doubt many of our citizens, whose general
loyalty to their country, and whose attachment to her
interests could not be doubted, hesitated at the bold
attempt of reducing to practice, a system which hab.
it and prejudice had represented to their imaginations,
as absurd in theory, and impracticable in execution,
The supposed rashness of resisting the claims of a
nation, then the most powerful in the world, appalled
the feeble nerves of others ; and a few were doubtless
influenced in their secession from the great body of
American Whigs, by the influence of office and the
lure of personal cmolument,

Tue two last descriptions of men, ar: only cither
to be pitied for their pusillanimity, or despised for their
venality, and cannot now be dangerous either for their
numbers or theiwr mfluence.  But of the former class,
whose opposition to the general sentiments of the na-
tion, sprang from their want of confidence i the prac-
tical success ot popular Liberty, and from the distrusts
which they cntertzined of the necessary stability of a
Repubhcan Government, there are probably still re-
maining in our country a considerable number, res-
pectable for their talents, and formidable for their
wealth, thelr activity und their influence,

To the doubts of the permanent contmuarze of
our Republican systems, which these men are accus-
tomed to mmcuicute, and the objections which they arce
in the habit of mgrnfr against the characteristic feat-
ures of an clective government, some attention 1s un-
doubtedly duc 5 as well because Republicans should
alwavs shew thomsclves I‘L..l(h and able to give *“a
reason for that faith that is in them,”’ as to counttmct
the cflcet of ‘those suggestions, which if suflered to
take root amongst us, must, clearly have a tendency to
lessen our confidence in the ultimate suceess of our
cause, and to paralize our cflorts for 1its mamtenance
and support.

Y Es,
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i’f, s, my Fellow-Citizens, that a Republican Gov'
ernment, {ounded on the basis of equal rights, clective
privileges, and popular sovreignty, is alone competent
to the secure enjoyment of general Liberty, and the
essential immunities of the citizen, is a position, which
although recognized as a fundamental axiom in all our
political institutions, 1s openly controverted by a few
and we have reason to fear, secrctly and covertly at-
tempted to be drawn into doubt and disrepute by many.
Hence it is, that we are so frequently assailed by the
discouruging suggestions, that the pen of History fur-
nishes no instance of the perpetuity of a Republican
Government ; and that every free Constitution hath
¢ither crambled into Anarchy, or sunk into Despot-
ism.  Neither (we answer) has any other political fab-
r1¢, which has as vet been devised by the wvisdom of
ages, the merit of perpetuity, or a title to unchangea-
ble duration.  Inaworld subject to mmperfection, vi-
cissitude and change, nothing can aspire to the hope
of immortality below.  Time and chance must forey -
cr happen alike to frail man, and his imperfect struc-
turcs.  And let those who contemptuously demand,
““ Where are the boasted Republies of antiquity, and
the free governments oi former times 7”7 inform us,
where are the proud Monarchies and Aristocracies of
the same pertod. "Vhe sweeping surges of destruction
have long since broken over their lofty ramparts, and
on the wasting waves of time now float the fragments
of thelr grandeur.

Jur although an ultimate exémption from the fate
of ull sublunary objects, 15 not chumed in behalf of
ourown Republican mstitutions, yet the improvements
which they may justly boast, over all former attempts
to reconcile the dominion of Laws, with the security
ol Laberty, we think justily the elevated expectations
which we cherish, of their superior durability and con-
tinuance.  Where before has existed a government
founded on a well balanced Representation of every
portion of its citizens, in every branch of Legislation ;
bottomed on fundamental laws to regulaie the cxercise

| of



of delegated power ; and containing within itself the
means of correction, amendment and reform, without
any resort to forcible resistance or internal convulsion ?
And where has the light of information been so wide-
ly diftused, or the capacity of self-government so em-
mently possessed by the people of any other country ?
If then the sacred cause of Freedom may count with
us so many superior chances in her favor, surely is not
the cheering hope of her maintenance and enjoyment,
well worthy of our faithful endeavors, and uhremitted
struggles in her defence 2 For second only in its im-
portance to imperfect man, asare the assurances of life
and immortality in a world to come, are the blessings
of Freedom and Independence in the present; and
next to that does their enjoyment demand our devout
gratitude and ardent pursuit,

InsTABILITY In council, inconstancy in measures,
the caprice of popular favor, and the injustice of its
resentments, arc likewise represented as the peculiar
sins by which Republican Governments are exposed
to be the most eusily besct.  That the human mind,
left to the free exercise of its functions, and m its best
regulated estate, is of all other mutable things the sub-
ject of fluctuation and change, is certainly one of the
frailties of our nature, both mn an individual and collec-
tive capacity. But does a-eoncentration of the public
will in the breast of a single individual, prone in his
best estate to like passions with ourselves, and liable to
be veered from his course by the ntrigues of a cour--
tier, or the wiles of a sychophant, ensure a greater
chanee for stability in council, constancy In measures,
permanency inopinion, and justice in decision, than
entrusting it to the control of the collective body of the
nation ; each of whom furnishes in some measure the
means of a check upon the other, and has a tendency.
to prevent those sudden transitions, to which, by the
operation of the passions, and the imbecility ol rea-
son, asingle mind, unchecked in its movements, and
iresponsible for its errors, is nevitably exposed ?—
Were cven that mixed and indigested mass who com-

posed
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posed the Assemblies of the whole Roman People, in
the best days of their Republic, less constant in their
resolutions, less persevering in their enterprizes, or
less faithful to their public servants, than were the Tar-
quins, the Cesars, and the Caligulas, in the degene-
rate periods of monarchical and imperial declension 2
Were the Republics of Greece, il modelled and im-
perfectly organized as they were, more prone to fluctu-
ation, folly and mjustice, thana modern Turkish Di-
van, or the Grand Scignior of the Ottoman Porte ?

Bui if these arc objected to as unfair examples of
the boasted stability of Monarchical councils, let us go
even to that “ stupendous tabric of human invention,”’
the Idol of Aristocracy, and the pride of modern Mon-
archists, the government of Great-Britain, There,
aithough under the protecting care of hereditary wis-
dom, anu the steady guidance of a Monarch, whose
first constitutional attribute is an incapacity to error !
what vicissitudes of administration, what vibrating
resolutions, and what a fleeting succession of court
favorites and disgraced confidants, does a single rcign,
and often a single year produce.  From the days of
Becxer, the haughty Prelate and profligate favorite
of Henry 2d, to WoorskEy, theidol and conhdant
of Hexnry 8th, and from him to the WavLrorgs, the
NorTirs, and the Bures of moderm times, has the
mconstancy, the capriciousness and the mjustice of
Monarchical favor been exemplified.  YWell maight
their own great Poct, from a view of the history of his
own’ country, in the person of a fallen and degraded
Minister of his capricious Sovereign, deplore the fate
of him, ‘“who built his greitness on his Princues fav-
or.”  And yet when we have the exa»ple of a Sir
WaALTER RavLErcH, the benefactor of his country,
sacrificed by a farthless government to the resentment
of his cnemies; and a Corumnus, whoadded a new
world to the crown of his royal master, deserted and
betrayed by a thankless Monarch, shall we be told,
that Republics alone are ungrateful to their deserving
benefactors, faithless in their attachments, and unjust
in their reseniments 2§ As

{ See Note B.
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As the possession of power in a well organized Re.
public, docs not confer upon its possessor those inordi-
nate cmoluments and unequal advantages, which des.
potic systems are calculated and designed to afford to
the few who are allowed a participation in their con-
cerns, sqQ the descent from its elevated stations is not so
dangerous or precipitate.  With us, although the
mortified partisans of a dismissed servant, are some-
times heard to whine over the honors of which he has
been shorn, and to prate of the ingratitude and injus,
tice of popular favor ; and although it should be grant-
ed, that this favor may sometimes ¢ be abtained with-
out merit, and lost without a crime ;»’ yet its loss sub-
jects its object to no further punishment, and is attend-
¢d with no personal dangers.  'While under the dreary
reign of Kastern Despotism, the life of the pampered
favorite is frequently held upon the same tenure witly

his office, and the loss of his post is but a prelude to
the loss of his head.

TurEe fact is, that those changes of system and fluc-
tuations of measures, in Monarchical Governments,
which flow from the resolutions of a single will, not
being the subject of general discussion, frequently
pass unnoticed and almost unobserved ; and we are
thence led crroneously to conclude, that they are less
frequent in their occurrence and less violent in their ef-
fects, than those which, as they spring from the exer-
cise of the popular will, must of course become the
topics of popular deliberation, and the objects of gen-
cral contemplation.

THE personal controversies occasioned by free dis-
cussions, the tumults of popular clections, and the ag-
itations which grow out of political pursuits in a free
country, and which are usually magnified by our ad-
versaries, into dangers of the most threatening aspect ;

aitnough at times unpleasant and painful io a suscepti-

blc mind, should be considered as the price which wo - ..

pay torour Liberties ; and small indeed it 1s, in com-
parison with the innumerable blessings which its en-
|  joyment
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joyment affords. The storms and tempests which dis;
‘turb the elements of nature, are not upon the whole
considered as an evil from a consideration of their sal-
utary cffects ; and the ocean, agitated as it is by all the
winds of heaven, is still a more desirable and salubri.,
ous object, than the sluggish and ynrufiled mass of the
stagnant pool. Nothing is more true, than that “we
are apt to regret as an evil, the disputes and agitations
of afree people, forgetting that man’s nature being ac,
tive, he must continue to act or cease to exist.”*

Bur it is not after all, from settled Republican sys-
tems of Government, administered upon their natural
and legitimate principles of economy and peace, that
scencs of violent commotion and revolutionary excess.
es naturally spring. In the language of a profound
statesman of our own country, may it justly be said;
¢ That Revolutions and Jacobinism do not flow from
that system which wc wish to sec adopted.  They be-
long, they exclusively belong to the system we resist ;
they arc its last stuge ; the last page inthe book of the
history of governments under its influence.  Itis af-
ter centuries of extravagance, vice and oppression, that
the People make Revolutions ; and it is then, itis dur-
ing the general convulsion that ensuces, that the dregs
of the nation rise to the surface, and overwhelm in a
common ruin, both thie oppressors and deliverers of
the People.”’ |

I rrust that the brief vindication of the great
principles of a Republican Government ugainst the
cavilsof its enemies, with which [ have veniured fora
few moments to detain your attention, will not be re-
ceived as altogether foreign from the purposcs for which
we have assembled.  The adversaries of ouyr {ree in-
stitutions, can only hopc to cflect their advances upon
our cntrenchments, but by nsidious and artful ap-
proaches ; and against such attacks, 1t is important

that

* Dalrymple.

t Gallatin’s Speech on tie Forcign Intercourse Bill,
March 1, 1798.
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that even the outworks be dcfended. Let usnotbe
shaken 1n our adherence to those institutions, and let
not our confidence in their practical success be abated,
by misconceptions of their genuine principles, or mis-
representations of their tendencies, and their dangers.
Let us be true to our Country, our Constitution, and
ourselves, and not be deterred from our purposes, by
the doubts of political sceptics, or driven from our
pursuits by the alarms of designing intriguers.

AssEMBLED as we are, my friends, to celebrate
the good fortunes of our country, and to rejoice on
one of her most auspicious days, it would denote an
apathy of feeling, dishonorable to our hearts, did we
fail to felicitate each other upon the general prevalence
of those principles which we profess to vencrate, with
the great body of our fellow-citizens through the Un-
1on ; and their recent triumph in the councils of this
important member of our national confederacy. And
1t would exemplify that ingratitude to our benefactors,
with which our enemies would wish to reproach us,
were Republicans to omit those expressions of heart-
{elt approbation with which they are penetrated tow-
ards an administration, who true to the first principles
of our glorious Revolution, and pursuing the genuine
spirit of our frece institutions, have by their modera-
tion, their magnanimity, and their perseverance, se-
cured to their country all the blessings which flow from
a well ordered government ; and have afforded to the
advocates of Freedom through the world, an argument
in its favor, at which the partisans of Despotism may
well stand appalled. It would indeed be desirable,
could we add with truth, that the character of a gov-
ernment, so mildin its principles, so pacific 1n its pol-
icy, and so propitious in its influence to the domestic
welfare of the people, commanded, as we think it
ought, the respectful homage of cvery grateful citizen,
and thc cordial support of cvery Amcrican heart,—
But that collisions of sentiment, and discordancies of
opinion, in relation to the great measures of our for-
eignand domestic policy, have long abounded amongst

us,
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us, isa fact which as every lover of his country has
been called to lament, so 1t should be his ardent en-
deavor to reconcile and allay, We have indeed now
the consolation of reflecting, that the spirit of Union
with each other, and of harmony with our Govern-
ment, has at length experienced a very general diffu-
sion through the great mass of the Nation, and is per-
haps already as extensive as might reasonably be ex-
pected, amongst a people so various in their situations,
and so free in their enquiries and pursuits. It is not
in any event to be hoped, that that class of politicians,
whose dark views of human nature are in avowed hos-
tility to the existence of a free government, or the pre-
dominance of civil and religious Liberty, on the broad
basis of equal rights, and reciprocal advantages, should
ever be disarmed of their opposition to a system, con-
ducted only with a primary reference to these great and
cssential objects.  Or that the interested and disap-
pointed partisans of a system which has been put
down by the controlling voice of the nation, should at
once relinquish their prejudices and their passions on
the Altar of Union. To such, therefore, wec have no
considerations to ofter, which we can hope should be
availing, and no grounds of mutual reconcilement to
state on which we should probably meet. But usit
respects that class of our fellow-citizens, who through
misapprehension of our objects, misinformation of our
measures, and ill-founded prejudices against our char-
acters, are still retamed in the ranks of our political
adversaries, no reasonable means of winning them to
our principles, or reclaiming them from their crrors,
should at any proper time be omitted.

{T was a sentiment founded in justice and magna-
nimity, and worthy of the elevated character from
whom 1t was reccived, ¢ That the minority too have
thoir rigies, which to violate would be oppressive.”
It is not, therefore, by insolent menaces, reproachful
cpithets, uncharitable accusations, or triumphant dis.-
plays of our numbers, and our successes; but by a

candid
* Jefferson,
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c¢andid cxposition of our views, and a rational solutioir
of their objections, that a harmonious understanding
of our diffcrences can be eftected. By such means
have we every reason to hope, that a reclamation of the
great mass of our opponents, honorable to the real
cause of Republicanism, and a confirmation of our
doubting brethren, subservient to the best interests of
our country, may be cultivated and ensured.

For this purpose it is not so material to enquire,
from what causes our past differences may have orig-
inated, as to ascertain wherein théy now consist ; nor
would the history of past dissensions tend perhaps
much to allay present animosities. T'o those who from
maisconception and prejudice, have been induced to
distrust the purity of our views, to mistake the opera-
tion of our measures, and to doubt the practicability
of our projects, we would appeal from the deceptive
predictions of distempercd imaginations, to the results
of expertence, and the evidence of facts: Lt them
once more coolly review the leading measures of our
government for the last six years, and compare their
actual eficcts with the gloomy forebodings of their ad-
versaries, and the disastrous apprehensions which they
had been led to entertain from their adoption.  Has the
reduction of the Judiciary cstablishment toits original
himits, inany measure rclaxed the due adminstration
of the laws, orin asingle mstance been productive of
a delay of justice to the citizens 2 And is not the pres-
ent number of our Judges abundantly compctent to
the discharge of every daty whichis assigned them ?
Hus the discontinuance of the Land and Flouse Tax,
or thc abrogatior of the whole system of Kxcises,
cramped the necessary revenues of the government, or
produced any embarrassment 1 its financial opera-
tions 2 Has not a Debt,. which threatened to swallow
up the active resources of the nation, been redeemed
more rapidly than our most sanguine anticipations had’
promused 7 Have we not, by the prudential manage-
ment of our forcign relations, continued to be the only
commeicial nation in the wozld, who have experielnccd*

the
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the vastand incalculable advantages of an uninterrupt.
ed neutrality, during a period of general cenvulsion ?
Has the honor of the nation been tarnished by a single

breach of faith, orthe public ¢engagements carclessly
or negligently observed ?

But thé time to which we are confined, forbids us
to attempt even an outline of that general system of
policy, which in despite of premature discontents, and
an opposition apparently inexorable, has at length by
the force of its merit, and the evidence of its cflects,
commanded the applausc of foreign nations, and con-
ciliated toits standard an unexampled majority of our
own,

Tuat local jealousies will ever be totally eradicat-
¢d, or the divers interests and prejudices of every por-
tion of our Union perlectly satisfied, 1stoo much to
cxpect from the operation of any system dictated by
omniscience itscif.

I'rom the general agricultural occupations which
interest the great body of the people in this extensive
country, and the spurit of commercial adventure which
distinguishes others, it is unavoidable that difiering
views as to the policy which should he pursued in rela-
tion to these great objects of national attention, should
be cherished and entertained.  And it is not to be dis-
guised, that this is a subject on which variant opinions
uppear to be alrcady formed, by manv of those who
on most general questions of public policy, are ¢ breth-
ren of the same principle.”  And as it is certainly :
question of very high mmport, to what extent, or by
what means, it 1s the duty of the government to afford
its aid in protecting the commercial enterprizes of our
country, 1t demands the mature consideration, and cau-
tious rcflection of its citizens.  Onthis topic momen:
tous to our tuture welfire, as is apprehended to be our
correct decsion, you will allow me to trespass upon
your patience, as I have perhaps done too long alrea.
dy. by a few imperfect suggestions.

INuaBITING
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INnaziTing as we doa country vast in extent, in-
cxhaustible in its capacity -for internal improvement, .
and capable of employing many additional millions.of
hardy cultivators ; to apply to our case the same regi-
men which may be advisable for a nation, overburderi-
ed with a superfluous mass of population, cramped, in
her territorial litnits, and furnishing inadequate-Fabans
of domestic employment to her citizens, would cer-
tainly be the height of political quackery, and pursu-
ing from an inconsiderate fage for imitation, a system
which had been adopted by others only from necessity.

Froar the unrivalled advantages which we possess
for its pursuit, from its superior productiveness, from
the greater certainty of its avails, from the more gen-
eral diffusion of its profits, from its friendly influence
upon morals and industry, and from the facility and
safety with which its operations may be protected, it
ought never to be forgotten, that Agriculture is the
hrst and paramount interest of America. With this,
no other cf a mere pecuniary nature should be suffered
to stand n competition, or to demand of the govem-
ment larger means of protection, than its intrinsic
worth demands.: -

SrEcoNDARY then in its value, and comparatively
tofling in its extent, as is to us the interest of foreign
tiade and commercial speculation, has it a right to
claim from the country, those immense sacrifices for
its protcction, and those hazardous projects for its de-
tence, to which many of its partizans aspire ? And
will a people, Blessed with the means of internal pros-
perity, and sccure inthe cnjoyment of domestic wealth,
consent to jeopardize the peace of their country, and
rush into the vortex of Wars, Taxation and Debt, for
the attainment of an object, which has cost every oth-
¢r nation torrents of blood, and millions of wealth, to
acquire and mamtam ?  Fo'us, my Fellow-Citizens,
there are but two alternatives 3 whether we shall here.
after continuc as we have done, 2 free, an independent
and a contented people at home, cultivating those un-

failing
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failing sources of competence and enjoyment, with
which we are favored by an indulgent Providence ;
improving the opportunities of {bru:;n mtercourse and
commerctal enterprize as they fall in our way ; and
enforcing their exercise by such means as arc placed
-within our reach ; or uhethcr qmttmg the nutural sta-
tion so happily dSSIglled us, we will, Itke the other na-
tions of the world, build our greatness on adventitious
acquirements, and precartous adventures ; and hike
them sink at last Into o statc of splendi? beggary at
home, and foreign dependence abroad, under the ruin-
ous load of n'wal cstabhshmcnta, and burd(.nsome eX-
pendltmea ; asystem which m the most successtul
form which 1t has ever assumed, hasin the language

of a distinguished Orator and Putriot on another occa-
ston, ‘ finally at an immense CXPence, and through =«
sea of blood, stranded the kingdon: of Great-Britam
on a solitary shore ; naked of L mpire, naked of Lib-
erty, and bereit ol mnocence, to ponder on an abyss,
which has swallowed up one part of their fortunes,
and yawns for the remainder.”’s

Fvrry am I sensible, that sentiments like ﬂlt.,’%(‘l,
are by no means calculated for universal acceptation.
The sudden gains of commercial speculation, the at-
tracuive glare of forcign wealth, the ambition for na-
tional spleudor, and the delusive advantages of naval
and maratime tsccndmf"v have a tcnduu.s to heguile
the passions of the : aspiring, and to stimulate the avid-
ity of the avaricious. It is through the influence of
these allurements, that the road to nationad ruin is so
casy In its descent, and so rapid n its progress. o
resist their enchantments requires all our fomtuda_ and
to bailie therr wiles all our wisdoni,

LT it not however he imapined, that the interests
of Commeree are wulcmphtul as an objeet of no
consideration to our country ; or that they have nota
nght to clum ma . jroper de e, the lostor] mge care of
its Government. Lct its jrroegress Lo fuctls ldtc(l by 2

free
* Grattan.
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iree passage through all its natural channels, its secu.-
rity , guaranteed by wholesome regulations, and its
protection enforced by those cffective means with.
which Gonp and Nature have furnished us.. Means
beyond comparison more efficacious than the ¢ float-
ing batteries, and wooden walls,” with which we have
been threatened, and at the same time unattended with
their disastrous concomitants, endless Wars, and in-
sufterablc "Taxes.x | )
"5

Oy a subject, however, so delicate in its nature.
S0 varlous inits rclations, and so eminently calculated
to excite a diversity of opinions, it is with deference
that a few considerations have been at this time sug-
gested to your attention, and recommended tc your
reflection. It has been ventured upon from a convic-
tion, that much of the future happiness of our nation
depends upon our settling down at this time upon fix-
ed and proper views, inrelation to this great and im-
portant subject 3 and upon our maintaining those
views with constancy and firmness.

SttraTeDd as we are, my Fellow-Citizens, at s
perind of the world, not less distinguished for its su-
pertor light and information in most human attain-
ments, than it is for its uncxampled folly, degeneracy
angd corruption in many of its pursuits ; and destined
to be Lords of a Country which alonc affords a refuge
from wasting oppression, and a shelter from the storms
which desolate humanity ; with what a weight of res.
ponsibility to oursclves, our posterity and our Gon,
are we mvested !—Ior the sccure enjoyment of alf
the blessings which the lot of man below admits, we
have no obstacles but our own passions to surmount ;
and for their loss, we can have nothing but our own
tollics to reproach.  AAnd oh, may that henclicent Be.
g, it whose hands are the cvents of nztions, protect
v his Providence, the People whom he hath redeen.
cd by hus power; and give to the inheritance of ¥Free.
dom, a duration lasting as time, and permanent as his
own nmmintable purpeses

* See Note (.
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£ J\.O TE A

THX. assertion that National Independence was the firsg
object of our Revolution, may perhaps be thought incorrect
in point of fact. It is undoubtedly true, that at the com-
mencement of the contest between this Country and Great-
Britain, with respect to the right of Taxation % in all cases .
whatsoever,” which was claimed by the latter, the idea of
National Independence was cotertained but by a very few of
our countrymen. But it must very soon have been perceiv-
cd, that effectual security against these unlimited claims,
could be obtained only through the medium of Independ-
ence ; and consequently that the right to assert, and the abil-
ity to defend that must first be established. The right of
~National Independence, therefore, in its nature, preceded
those private rights, which were asserted by the Awmericans.
And in this view, was certainly ‘ the first object,” which
they were reduced to tie necessity of contending for.

-—-**_n—.

* NOTE B.

THE Ristory of few Governments furnish 2 more fluc-
tuating and unstable picture; than that which has been pre.
sented by the Government of Great-Britain even within the
last six years. During that period, we have seen almost as
rnany changes of administration, bottomed on as many dif
ferent systems ot foreign and domestic policy.  “T'he capri.
cious will of the Monarch (so far as he exercises any) has vis
brated from Prrr to the AppinGToxs, from them back again
to P11T, from him to the 1I"oxrres, and from them to the
present motley, and probably short lived administration..—
The Parliament almost invariably true o the influcnce of
patronage and power, generally conform to the politics of the
Mimstry. It not, a dissolution and a new clection is sure to
secure a convenient and pliable majority in favor of the pre.
vailing facticn.  Is there in any regularly organized Repub.
fic, an mnstance of such wnexampled inseabilicy, and populap
inconstaney 2 ‘
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* NOTLE C.

THE great ostensible object, which the advocates of a

Navy Establishment profess to have in view {rom its opera-
tions, is the Protection of Commerce. Much is said of the
immense advantages which we derived from that which was
organized during the pericd of Mr. Apanms’s administration.
We are frequently told, that more property is annually lost
by violations of our commercial rights, than the whele annu.
al expence of a Navy adequate to its protection ; and that,
therefore, mnstead of being a burden, it would, merely in a
_pecuniary view, be an object of national economy. Such
lIoose assertions certainly deserve no credit, further than they
are supported by facts and documents. It may perhaps be
considered as altogether visionary and ridiculous to assert,
that so far from decreasing the risques to which our com.
merce is exposed, from illegal captures and detentions, it has
in fact s» far as we can judge, had a tendency to ncrease
them. The reasons whicn justify this position are too lengthy
10 be here given in detail. It is however worthy of remark,
that the rates of Insurance on foreign voyages, at different
periods, furnishes perhaps the only sure index of the degree
of risque attending those voyages, at those several periods.
The following statement of the different rates ot Insurance
on American vessels at two different periods, may scrve to
shew, how litile an effect upon the security of our Com.
merce, our Naval Establishments have heretofore had ; as
well as how little cause there is for the complaints aganstits
present ruinous and Gnpsotected state.

THE statement of the current rates of Insurance in the
year 1799, is taken from the Report of a Committee of the
House of Representatives of the United States for that year.
That for the present time is collected from a careful enquiry
at two principal Insurance Offices in Boston, during the last
month. It will be recollected, that during the former period,
the United States had 1 very considerable naval force, which
was employed in the defence of our trade, At the present
time they have none except what is employed in the Medi-
ferranean service, protecting some of our coasts and rivers,

" anc vther domestic and governnicutal purposes.

In
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3
It February 1799, the Rates of Insurance were stat-
ed as follows :

‘To Russia, out, 12 1-2 per cent. Aome, 12 1-2
Sweden, 12 1-2 . - 12 1.2
Denmark and 10

. HanseTowns, ) " 10
+ Holland, 15 . . 12 19
Great-Britain, 10 . i 10
Spain, 12 1.2 . . 12 1.2
France, We had then no intercourse.
Portugal, 10 - - 10
. Morocceo, 12 1.2 - . 12 1.2
: ]tﬂ]y, 17 1.2 - - 17
* China& E.In. 10 - ; 10
-~ West-Indies, 12 1.2 - . 12 1.9
Africa, 12 1-2 - - 12 1.9
And in June, 1807, they are as follows :
Russia, out,-3 1-2 per cent.  fome, 3 1.2
Swedoern, 5 1-2 . - 3 1.9
Denmark and N
Hanse Towns, 3 1-2 ] " > 1-2
Holland, 8 1-2 . - 2 1.9
Great-Britain, 3 - . 3
Spain, 3 1.2 - . Q 1.2
¥rancc, 3 1.2 - . 9 1.2
Portugal, 3 - i 3
Morocceo, 3 - ) 3
Italy, 4 - . 4 1.2
Chinn & E. [n.” 4 1.2 . - 3 1-2
West-Indies, 4, 1-2 - - 3 1.2
AR, 82 o - 2 1.2

\ -

By these stateirents 1. appiars that the average rate of

Insurance inthe year 1799, was rathcr more than 12 per

. cent ; and at the present ume is not quite 3 1-2 pAr.cent -

making a difference in favor of the present system of abous -

g 1.2 per cent, "The amount of our Exports and Imports,
1 at
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4t the former period, wére estimated at 100 millions of Dhlfi
Iars ; they are now about 180 millions.. |

.TH1s statement 1s not exhibited as proving that the great"
hazards to which our Commerce was exposed in 1799, wis
altogether the eflect of our naval operations ; ¢r that the pres-
ent increased amount of our Expoyts and Imports " is’entircly
owing to the diminution of our Navy. . Both these might be
and undoubtedly were.occasioned in some measure. by other
causes. - But it incontestibly shews two things. 1st. That
without the protection of a Navy, our Commerce has ‘expe«

. -yicnced a great andiuyexampled ihEtuime,"Halmbdgli:exppae”dé
--fa’all;’the interrdptions,-which flow {rom a niaratime war: .
amongst the nations with whom we have the most intercourse.

, 2d.-That the extravagant effécts in relation to -its: protection
- #nd:racouragement, -which are frequently ascribed to onr for-
wmer, Navy, are altogether fallacious, .-and vusupported by
facur < Ie was well observed 'by Tnonas PasNe, 'more than
thirt; years since, * that Neutrality would always be a safer
Couvoy for the Trade of America, than a Man of War.”—
The eveats of the last ten years, haye demonstrated the truthy

of his positions



