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| W’oﬂcasmm July 4, 1;98‘}7
At a Meeting of a Iarge number of Gentlemen, of thiz
- and the neighboring Towns, to celebrate the Anniver.

{ary of AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE i

VOTED, That Jésepn ALLEN, Efy. SAMUEL
FLAGG, Efg. Col. DaN1EL CLAP, EDWARD BANGS,
Efg. and WiLL1aM STEDMAN, Efy. be a Committee to
await on tne Rev. Mr. AUSTIN, to thank him for the an-
gmated and patriotic ORATION, delivered by him, this
day, and to requeft a copy thereof for the Prefs.

The Committez waited on him accordingly, and receiv-
ed the following ANSWER @

WORCESTER, July 6th, 17¢8.
GENTLEMEN,

I HAVE the konor of acknowledging the lﬁffm qf at-
tention, recetved from you, dated Fuly the 4th. The can-
dor and politenefs of my fellow citizens khave made a decp
2mpreffion on my mind, whick will not be eafily obliterated.
If I have conéributed to their /Ezt‘r.g‘aflzmz ¢ to:the perpetu-
3ty of that patriotifm, whick is already extenfively diffuf-
ed ; or to the canvalcﬁerzcr of any individual, who ts_for-
tunately emerging from a political faraxyjm, the fatisfac-
tion will certainly be mutual.

Accep*, Gentlemen, of my compliments, and permit me
to affure you, that I am, with refpellful confideration,

Your obliged, and very humble fervant,

S-‘. AU S TI -r"fa
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O R A T I O N,

PRONOUNCED a1t WORCESTER,

JULY 4th, 1798.

® 8 i

>y gret with yours, Fellow Citi-
\ e\ zens, that theexpeltations you
i b , \ havc indulged, of entertain-

D ment, from the ingenuity of a
Gentlernan**E of diftinguithed abilities, and high
official refpectability, to whom an early appli-
cation was made to addrefs you publicly on this
occafion, are difappointed. The difappoint-
ment cannot be removed : It muft be patient-
ly borne. It is fome confolation to ime, that,
while I appear as a fubftitute, your expecta-

tions
o « Hcm DwicuTr f@STFR detained at Congrefs,

CANNOT but mngle my re-
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tions will be formed on a lower fcale, and
that I fhall have an equitable claim; upon an
uncommon portion of your candor. The
httle dexterity, which will appear, in the man-
agement of {ubjeéts, to which it would be un-
pardonable not to direft your attention, will
be venial in one, who is trammeled by pro-
feflional purfuits, pubhc indeed ; but fereign,
and confined.

We are aflembled, on this anmiverfary fef-
tival, my Countfymen, to commemorate the
memorable epoch of the Birth of our Nation.
The fourth of July, in the year of our Lord
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy fix,
was ‘the day of the Folitical Nativity of the
United States of America. It was then, that
we emerged from the minutenefs, and depend-
ence, of a colonial exiftence, to the mdjefty
of a confolidated, and formidable Nation. It
was then, that we took our rank, as one, a-
mong the ndepcndcnt foverelgntlcs of the
world. For cur will to be FrEE ; our public
and folemn declaration that we would be fo,
a declaration, founded in principle, the effect
of neceflity, and utterly irrevocable, was, un-
der God, the guarantee of our freedom. We

- entered
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entered not upen -a work, which we meant
pufillanimoufly to, abandon. Our energy
we detertained fhould be effeftual, or that,
like the Greeks at Thermopj}lm,‘ we would
leave no triumph in the hands of our opprel-
fors. In this refolution, we have not been
fruftrated, and-the prefent day completes two
and twenty years of our national exiftence. |

As this 1s the moft folemn, and the moft

general political feftival of our country, as it
1s the gréa_t day of the United States of Amer-
ica, a day of peculiar gladnefs, which we cel-
ebrate with the ardor of extenfive hilarity, 1t
{feems requifite to be fure of its propriety, and
to pofiefs a confidence, if fuch a confidence
‘may be raticnally indulged, that there are no
confiderations whatever, which the adverfa-
ries, or the femipatriotic friends of our Inde-
pendence, and of our National Government,
can juftifiably allege, to obfcure its fplendor,
or damp 1ts joys. No wife man will aban-
don himfelf to zn indecent hilarity, founded
on an immoral, and indefenfible bafis. He
will yield himf{elf to the government of rea-
fcn ; and proceed no farther, than he feels
him{elf fupported by her indubitable decifions.

Have

[ TR ST R e S —— —
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angyremers O

- Have we, then, reafon to glory in the events,
which this day celebrates, or have we not ?
Do the rife, the progrefs, the local effeéts, and
extenfive political confequences of our inde-
pendent national exiftence, jufhfy the public
celebrity we give to this Anniverfary ? Are
we adting like children, pleafed with their
toys, and playful with the inftrument which
is to correét themn ; or like men of folid fenfe,
pleafed with a folid advantage, and capable of
{ubmitting, unblufhingly, their conduct to
the narroweft fcrutiny ?

Revolutions, it muft be confefled, are not
always juftifiable, or prudent. They are oft-
en incumbered with complicated {ufferings,
and not unfrequently terminate in accumu-
lated wretchednefs. And the {pirit of revolu-
tionifm feems to be now the political; and
moral mania of the day. We muft take care
of our creed, then, in this refpe€t. Much
reverence 13 unque{honably due to prefcrip-
tion. And in taking down a vaft building, -
we have reafon to proceed cautiouily, left we
be overwhelmed in its fall, Yet, neither pre-
{cription on the one hand, nor the hazard of
revolution on the other, will juftify ignomin-

~ lous
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sous forbearance, under notorious, and infup-
pertable abufes. ' _

There were thofe, who, when the language
of Independence was aflumed ; when the dor-
trine of fubjeCtion was about to be publicly
and authoritatively abjured; when the Han-
cocks, the Apamses, the SHERMANS, the
Frankrins, and the RuTLEDGEs of our
country, ftepped forward, with the intrepidi-
ty of veterans, and hazarded their heads, by
figning the inftrument of our eternal fepara-
tion from the Englith government, fhrunk
back from the imaginary gulf, into which they
{fuppofed us to be plunging. Holden by pre-
pofleffions in favor of the then mother coun-
try, or trembhng at the moft diftant found
of ‘a drum, they preferred inglorious eafe, in
the bed of unrefifting {ubmiffion, to the hon-
or of counteracting the machinations of Def-
pots, and givapg birth to an independent, and
floursfthing Republic. ‘There are thofe, at
the prefent day, who think, that our fituation
would have been more eligible, had we re-
mained mere colonies. And there are, per-
haps, a few, who are yet of the opinion, that
our revolution was the infringement of com-
pacts,

gl — r
Rt i i i — -
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pacts; which ought never to have been bro-
ken. If moral principle have been proftrat-
ed, we admit, that we ought to proceed hefi-
tatinigly, in exalting this day into the fupreme
feftivity of our nation. But, what compaét
exifted ; where 1s it to be found; in what
page of what book 1s it printed, or \ ritten ;
by what law of Nature, of Nations, or of
‘God, 1s 1t fupported, which bound us unre-
fiftingly to endure to be judged, in queftions
of property and life; to have modes of gov-
ernment impofed ; officers and troops quar-
tered upon us ; to have our commerce fhackled
in every direCtion ; and to be taxed, to any
amount, without our confent ; in conne&tion
with a government, too, partly eleCtive, and
wholly fo in a department, which extends a
control over the national finances ? By what
compat were we bound unrefiftingly to
fee our principal maritime piaces blockaded ;

thips of war hovering on our coafts, to hold
us in terror ; our flourifhing towns, and de-
fencelefs villages, reduced to afhes ; our citi-
zens unhoufed and flaughtered ; the favages

excited to found the war whoop arcund our

frontiers : in fhort, to be tied down, hands
and
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aiid feet, and prefled to a political death, un-
der the weight of a government, with refpelt
to us at leaft, abfolutely arbitrary, and fla-
grantly cruel ? Had the original appointments
of Nature, and the radical principles of Libei-
ty, the moft familiar of which s, the doctr ing,
that pow¢r erigihates with the people, dnd is
fubject to their modification, evei been {o coni-
pletely reverfed, as that a territory {o remote-
ly fituated, fo extenfive, {o e’vide‘ntly deftined
to a future tincontrollable greatnefs, the nar-
{ery of ari independent yeomanry, wholly un-
acquainted with the monopolies of the feudal
vaffalage, fhould be lolden, by any moral
bond, to yield to fuch unbounded aggreffions ?
Do not the waves of the Atlantm, the varie-

ties of our climate, the productions of our
{oil, the ftrata of our mountains, ind our un-
meafarable forefts, preferiting the ampleft
materials of an immen{e future opulence, and
a perfect national fecurity, proclaim, even in
the ears of infaney itielf, a differerit language?
If refiitance here; then, were unlawful, it
muft always be unlawful ; and to indulge a
thought of oppofition to the moft perfett
defpotifn; muflt ever be a crime. On this

B principle,
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principle, the long repudiated dottrine of
paflive obedience and nonrefiftance, the dar-
ling doftrine of high churchmen, atid polit-
ical bigots, 1s incontrovertibly eftablifhed :
Nay, is eftablifhed beyond its original pre-
tenfions.

- But we were children. Be itfo. Isita
violation of fihal duty to efcape the clutches
of defpotic, and cruel fathers ?

With refpelt to thofe who doubt the poli-
cy, or public utility of our Independence 1n
fadt, it might be fufficient to afk, whether it
be better to te a child or a man ; an appren-
tice, or a mafter ; a pupil, or an adept 1n all
knowledge ; a flave, who has his tafk fet, and
his pint of riee given him, or the iirefponfi-
ble manager of an extenfive property ? To
what a ftrange political incredulity are thefe
men fubject ? By what kind of political arith-
metic do they calculate ? To appreciate the
utility of our National Independence auly,
we muft not look through the jaundiced eye
of prejudice, or of foreign attachments ; but,
with the clear vifion of unbiafied, and exten-
five obfervation, we muft juftly eftimate the
progrefs of arbitrary power, when unrefift-

ingly
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ingly admitted ; its effects on the body politic,
in cramping every effort of genius, difcour-
aging enterprife, and exhaufting the {prings
of public profpenity ; we muft look at facts,
as they exift in regions of abfolute colonial
dependence ; we mutft review all the paft pa-
ges of our own political hiftory, during the
period which has elapfed fince the declaration
of our Independence ; confider the unparal-
leled increafe of our population, our com-
merce, and our impiovements In arts, and
learning, the imcomparably excellent nature
of our political inftitutions, and the fpirit of
enterprife, which 1s diffufed even to the ex-
tremities of our country ; and with the eye
of all the prophecy we poflefs, which may be
fomewhat conjetural, but confiderably cer-
tain, at leaft probable, plunge into far dif-
tant perieds, and fee a2 growing profperity,
correfpondent to what we have alrcady eX-
perienced.

With refpect to what 1s paft we have more
than conjeture. We have mdubitable fatt,
On a general eftimiate of the progrefs of our
national affairs, during the two and twenty
years which have elapfed, 1t wjlt appear, that
eur
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public profperity has been in fa&t advancing,

with an accelerated {peed, exceeding the moit
{anguine predictions of our warmeft political

¢~lculators.  'We have exhibited a phenoine-

non, which the world never {faw, a nation

deliberately conftructing, adopting, and exe-

cuting, under fingular aufpices, without blood,

almoit without the quarrel of words, a form

of government, fraught with wifdom, and

adminiftered with firmnefs. We have moved
torward, with our {words in one direétion,

and under the guidance of one Captain. We
have followed mim with bleflings, into the

retirements of a tranquil cld age, and have at-

tached ourfelves, {avea few reftlefs partizans,

with equal zeal, and confidence, to his ven-

erable fucceflor. This is the paft. .

- And what is the future ? Here, I am fenfi-
hle, political enthufiafm has {ometimes foar-
~ed, till 1t became .dizzy. But, unlefs our
divifions, our cowardice, or our libertinifm
abfcure it, what hinders, but that the eye of
political faith terminate in a profpect of un-
hounded, and 1rradiated glory, as the triumph-
ant {equel of our national ftruggles ¢ What
¢lfe can 1ntercept the forefight of future cit-

1cS
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1es rifing, with unequalled grandeur, to view,
{fuperb- monuments of human art and induf-
try erected, diftant forefts converted into
fraicfal fields, rivers meeting rivers by navi-:
gable canals, and our innumerable fhips, wav-
ing their finiped pendents over all oceans, and
in every dutrict of tne globe ¢ What elie can:
prevent our feeing, Yeforchand, futurc uni-
verfitics founded, and amvply endowed ; fu-.
ture WasnincTons rifing to defend ; futnre:
Apawmses to Hlluminate thewr country ; and a
genuine and rational Chrifhamty, rifing {fu-
perior to malignity, and {fophifm, to moral-
1ze, and felicitate the whole ? |
Let none talk, then, of its havine been
better for us to have remained mere colonics.
Let us fpurn fuch narrow, and inglorious con-
ceptions. . Feeling that we Are, let us refolve
that we wiLL BE a Nation, and never lofe {fight
of the moment which gave us birth, nor of
the illuftrious charallers, who led the way,
in the adventurous flight, from the wing of
delufive proteftion, to foaring on our own
pinions, as we pleafed.
But {fee, fay the lukewarm advocates, or
mere {pe€tators of our Independence ; fee
whither

L



14

wr=ting ot TP

whither you are now pofting. See how the
mere. prudent calculations of the wifer fort
are about to be realized. See how you have
been tortured by one nation, and are now
the mere fport and plaything of another.
Obferve your commerce broken, your nation-
al dignity precipitated down to the deepeft
degradation, and your country like to be af-
{ailed by the urrefiftible phalanxes of an all
conquering Republic. Obferve to what your
revolution has given birth, in the maflacres
of revolution upon revolution in Europe, and
the coilifion of parties, the increafe of corrup-
tion, and the blaft of calumniating faction,

in the United States themielves. )
We fhould be unwilling to admit, from
thefe fuggeftions, a conclufion difhonorable
to our Independence, or extenfively {o to our
country ; nor fhall we, without the moft {ub-
ftantial evidence. We deny, that we gave.
example, or furnifhed patronage, to that end-
lefs ringing of changes, which 15 heard on the
other fide of the Atlantic ; or to that reftlefs
fpirit of fation, which pollutes the fireams
of our own public profperity. It was not
pride, impatient of a rational obedience ; it
was
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was not delight in blood ; it was not infidel
averfions, or unbounded libertinifm, which
impelled us to take our ftand, and retain i.
It was the principle of felf prefervation. It
was the genuine iove of our country, taking
fuch a ftep with relu€tance, and counteralting
a thoufand oppofite attachments. It was cru-
el neceflity. And are the faltious among
ourfelves, the demagogues of a party, or the
retailers of their infidelity, and calumny ; are
thefe the legitimate children of our country,
as an independent, and confolidated Republic?
No. They are a fpurious effspring. Like
mufhrooms, they have a recent, and unfolid
exiftence. The proper courfe of our nation-
al energy will make them fade, and wither,
like the leaves 1n autumn.

And are not the public arrangements of
our government, under its recent adminiftra-
tions, capable of a fair and honorable viudi-
eation ? The United States have been fo far
from furnifbing an example of difturbing the
order of the world, that ours has been unij-
formly the fuffering, and the pacific lot. We
have been merely the objects of aggreflion ;
agereffion, indeed, which would have provok-

sd
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‘ed any other fovéereignty on earth to a violent
retaliation. We have been fpoiled of our
property, when purfuing a fair, and neutral
commerce. The very power from which we
revolted, 1n a moment of temporary fuccefs,
groundlefsly indignaht at our partialities for
the French nation, then ftruggling for liber-
ty ;- partialities which we confefs as general,
.and- fervent, but righteous; broke in upon
our honeft trade, and inglorioully ftripped us
of. the earnings of our toil, and enterprife.
But, extenfive as thefe violations of our prop-
erty were, though- refolvedly tenacious of the
rights and dignity of an indepéndent govern-
ment, we, did not immediately gird -on ths
fword of vengeance, as the Madifons, the
Gileses, and Livingftons of the country, would
have had us done. We did not, without the
more  moderate means of negociation, rufh
at once, and precipitately, into the ocean of
carnage. With greater wifdom; and more
difpaflionate policy, we firft talked with our
oppreflor. -We demanded indemmity, and ob-
tained-it. Qur différences we fettled, by a
bloodlefs accommodation, and an -amicable
adjuftment. Some; inflead of imputing to us

an
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an exceflive fenfibility, infift that, 1n this in-
ftance, we difhonored ourfelves, by fervile
conceffions. To them we anfwer, that, if to
att the part of firmnefs, mingled with modc-
ration, be to be difhonored, we were dihori-
ored. Let the lovers of an Englifh war take
that fide of the queftion, if they choofe 1t.
Facts, which no reafoning can overthrow,
amply vindicate, at once, our morality, and
our policy.

Short, alas, much too fhort, was the inter-
val of our repofe. No looner had we repel-
led the attacks, which were made on us on
the one hand; than we were affaiied, with
more 1ntolerable, and ungrateful annovyance,
on the other. The French Repuliic, to
whom we had been {o warmly, and o gener-
oufly partial, even in days when her {trugcie
was moft convulfive ; when her political fate
hung in the poize of exceflive danger, rather
than of uncertainty ; when fhe had not even
nut herfelf into the pofturt >f an orderly ex-
iftence ; a Republic, which has berctofore
taken us by the hand, with expreffions of pe-
culiar fraternity ; which has ord:red our col-
ors to hang fufpended in the very chamber of

C her
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her Legiflative Aflembly ; and which has fo
trequently given us the vows of eternal al-
hance ; forgetting her vows, and her friend-
fhip, proud with recent vitory, and vaunting
in the preeminence of her martial glory, has
made inroads upon us, of the moft perni-
“clous, and flagrant mature. She has not on-
ly commmtted the moft predatory ravages on
our commerce, but maltreated the perfons of
our countrymen, and contemplated the entire
excifion of our government. Relinquifhing,
totally, h-r firft oftenfible ; and, as I imagine,
veal cbjet, rLiBerTY; and, in her internal
agitations, having joftled out, or exterminat-
ed, her men of moderatron, and virtue; her
Fayettes, and her Barthelemys ; exalted, al-
moft to madnefs, by libertine fentiments, and
accumulated power, fhe has become, not on-
ly to others, but to us, the haughty agerefior.
Sporting with the firft principles of juitice;
infatiable, beyond all decency; not athamed
to rank herfelf with the moft ferocious bar-
barians on earth ; and, while {he talks of fra-
ternity and hiberty, really refpecting nothing
but the witima ratio regum ; fhe puthes afide

all, who {tand in the way of her omnipotent
will.
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will. Holding half Furope, which fhe has
revolutionized, but miferably exhaufted, un-
der the terrors of her vindi€tive arm, fhe is
now exerting her utmoft eftforts, direttly or
indirectly, to overwhelm her moit formidable
rival. The ifland of Great Britain, the would,
if poflible, precipitate to the loweft abyfs of
‘the ocean. And, exalperated that we are
even on terms of peace, and commerce, with
this her hated foe, fhe 1s ready to exterminate
us alfo.

I am not an adept 1n political taltics ; and
1t would not comport with the nature of the
prefent bufinefs, were I able, to defcend to a
difcuflicn of the points in difpute, between
France, and the United States. Several com-
plaints, as the ground of difpleafure, have
been brought forward, by the French Mimf{-
ters. But, were they well iounded; could
they be {ubftantiated by inconteftible proofs,
would they all be equal to the fingle, for-
did, contemptible, revolutionizing act of A-
det, in his appeal to the people of the U-
nited States ; {preading among them combu{-
tible materials, and in a moment of popular

wavering, on purpofe to burn down the fair
edifice
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edifice of our country’s liberty ; aiming,
while generoufly foftered in the bofom of the
country, utterly to fubvert its moft invalua-
ble interefts ? But thefe complaints, it ap-
pears to me, and I think the opinion will be
{fupported by the {uffrages of all men of can-
dor, have been thewn, by Mr. Pickering, Mr,
Harper, and our Envoys to the French Re-
public, to have no foundation. Qur efcape
from war, by the treaty of London, which
has made fuch noife on each fide of the At-
lantic, has been drawn nto view, as peculiar-
Iy offenfive, and as the principal, and jufti-
fying reafon of French depredations. Go,
fays the haughty DireCtory, a body of def-
pots, now the concentration of all authority
in France, and as ambitious, and imperious,
as Louis the XIVth, at leaft; go, and undo
the contralts, into which you have entered,
without advifing with us, with the cabinet of
St. James’s, and then we will talk with you.
But not a word before. WHhat, then ! are
we amenable, in the management of our pub-
lic mterefts, to the Direftory of France?
Have we no right to negociate terms of fecuri-

ty, and commerce, without the confent of this
domineering
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domineering Republic ? Muft cu» diplomatic
tranfactions be fubjected to Aer {crutiny, before
they can go into efiect? May we not be at
peace with a formidabie nation, without Aer
permiffion ? Then let us bow down our necks
under the yoke patiently. Let us fubmit to
be rocked in the cradle, or turned out of it,
juft as her Ladythip pleafes. But let us no
longer talk of being an independent naticn.
Whatever opinion may be formed of this
treaty with the Court of London; whether,
on the whole, it have been a judicious, or an
injudicious political meafure, one thing iz
certain, that it cannot be the leaft juftifica-
tion of French aggreflions. Becaufe there is
a fpecific claufe, 1n that treaty, which utter-
ly excludes its operation, in cafes interfering
with preexifting treaties. But, that this is
not the caufe of the njuries heaped on us,
even in the feelings of France hefelf, is evi-
dent, from innumerable pofterior events. It
1s evident, from her correfpondent treatment
of other neutral naticas. Itis evident, from
all her revolutionizinig meafures, It is evi-
dent, from her policy, and her avowed prin-.
ciples. It 15 evident, from her making out
to
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to us the price of her friendfhip, and from
her own wanton difrefpect to the moit {ol-
emn exifting compacts. No : There 1s an-
other caufe of her depredations. And 1t 53
her rancor againft England, and her determa-
nation to crufh the Enghfh power, united
with the moft infatiable thirft for {elf aggran-
dizement. 1t s this diabolic, (for I can call
1t by no fofter a name) it 1s tlus diabolic dif-
pofition, which s mterdicting all the com-
merce of Europe, and draining the ftrength
of {furrounding countries. It is this, which
directs her clandeftine 1atrigues, and her pub-
lic operations. And it,is this, which will re-
duce thee, O my country ! to the moft igno-
minious {ubjection : It is this, which will
bring thee to tell a tale of woe, to Venice,
Genee, Holland, and Switzerland, as thy for-
rowing fifters, unlefs thou haft a will to be
wndependent, and unlefs Providence preferve
thee,

How muld, how tolerant, how amicable,
how condefcending, on the other hand, hasbeen
our own governiment ? Difliking war, reluc-
tant to retalliate, fond of peace, and wifhing,
above all things, for the privilege of exifting,

and
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and of reducing to the moit extenfive advan-
tage, the legitimate powers of our country, in
a fair neutrality, we have again fought indem-
nity, and peace, by negociation, on a bafis per-
feCtly accommodating. Not fatisfied with am-
ple difcuflions ; with examining clofely every
point of pretended grievance ; with waiting
on the government of France in the perfon
of one Minifter ; nor refenting the repulfive
manner, in which he has been treated ; we
have fent a triumvirate of Minifters, clothed
with adequate powers, and inftructed to de-
icend to every point of pacification, of which
our national dignity can poflibly admit ;
while, with unparalleled forbearance, we are
fuftaiming 1injuries, without meafure, and
without redrefs. But, lo! what obftacles are
raifed to fruftrate our meafures, and to throw
us i1nto utter defpondency, with refpect, both
to national redrefs, and repofe ! Our Minif-
ters, forfooth, are called upon 1o depofit a
douceur of fifty thoufand pounds fterling ;
and to abandon to the uncertain, and proba-
bly fallacious, refponfibility of Holland re-
{criptions, thirty millions of florins more,
before the government of France will even

deign
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deign to hear our complaints.* The quon-
dam Bifhop of Autun, the infataous Talley-
rand, blufhes not, openly to vindicate the
aggreflions of his government ; and, while he
diffembles a fair exterior, {fcruples not, by
bafe inftruments of diforganization in our
own country, to practife upon thi people,
to attempt to feparate them from their gov-
ernment, and to throw them into convul-
fions, and at the very moment that our ne-
goclations are going forward ; meditating, like
Judas Ifcariot, to betray, and deftroy us, by
the lufcious embrace of the moft infatiable
rapacity. Here, indignity becomes infupport-
able ; and French policy, too infamous to be

courted.

% To the fubjefls of liquidations, commutations, and
loans, as fuggefted by the agents of the French govern-
ment, and detailed by our Minifters, the Orator has not
defcended ; becaufe they were not of eafy comprehenfion
to him, and are, in his view, of no great moment, The
queftion is, Whether we {hall add to the immenfe fpol:-
ations, and infults, we have already {uftained, a volunta-
¥y payment, to a Jarge amount, for the unipeakable mer.
cy of efcaping being rent to pieces, under the Harpy fangs
of this afpiring government ? It is not material, in what
mode this payment is made. Though this is a hard con-
dition, it is no more than what we ought to be compel-
led to perform, if we will liften to it half an inftant,
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courted. I will proreed no farther, in 2
detail fo wounding to the true lover of Iib-
erty. |
This view of things feems to me to iflue
in the conclufion, that we ought to refer the
origin of our calamities, to the pzrverfenefs
of our adverfaries, and not to any duparture
from prudence, or duty, in our own political
arrangements ; and that we may, and ought,
notwithitanding, to celebrate the birth of cur
Nation, and rally round the ftandards of our
national government, this day, without biufh-
ing. Our Independence, in its origin, in its
operationts, and in its effeCts, ftards com-
pletely exonerated, may I not fay ? from ev-
ery imputation. ‘That our government, or
1ts admniftrations, are without an error, we
do not contend. But, 1its adverfaries, from
without, and from within, may be challeng.
ed to produce a notorious evil in either.
Let us, then, Fellow Citizens, carefs our
national Independence ; and refolve, with
joined hands, and folemn appezls to almigh-
ty protecCtion, that we will not part with 1it.
Have we not reafon to value it as highly,
as when we fought on the plains of Sara-
D toga ?

. "
r
ol Mgy i i



2.6

toga? And are we not fummoned to be as
folicitous to wreft ¢+ out of the hands of
French, as of Englifh Defpots ?

We have now arrived; my Countrymen,
to an awful, a moft interefting, a moft feri-
ous erifis. Defeated in our attempts to ne-
gociate an accommodation with the French
government, we feem to be left, or, at leaft,
to be rapidly approximating, to the only al-
ternative of war. It appears, that all our
patriotifm, our wifdom, and our valor, are to

i e

be fummoned to a moft ferious trial. It ap-
pears, that we arc to pe reduced to the necef-
fity, either of refigning. our Independence, or
of confenting to defend 1t. Which fhall we
choofe ? With fuch a precious object in view,
~on the fecurity of which the felicity of un-
born millions fo intimately depends; the
dear purclléfe. of years of public {uffering ;
for which WARREN, MoNTGOMERY, MER-
CER, and thoufands of our intrepid country-
men, have bled ; and for which the bofom of
female tendernefs has fo often heaved with
maternal, and conjugal fighs ; what 1s our du-
ty ¢ Is there one perfon 1n this houfe, 1s there
one perfon 1n all New England, or through-

out
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out the whole extent of the United States,
who will hefitate what decifion to make ? Is
there one individual to be found, who will
ignominioufly withhold his property, or his
life, when {o vaft, and fo folemn an intereft
1s depending ?

Permit me here to recite to you a pafiage,
from an eminent Civihan.* < The law of
Gobp no lefs enjoins a whole nation, to take
care of their prefervation, than it does pri-
vate men. It 1s, therefore, juft, that they
fhould employ force againft thofe, who, de-
claring themfelves their enemies, violate the
law of fociability towards them, refufe them
their due, feek to deprive them of their ad-
vantages, and even to deftroy them. It 1s,
therefore, for the good of focicty, that peo-
ple fhould be able to reprefs the malice, and
cfforts of thofe, who fubvert the foundations
of it ; otherways the human fpecies would
become the viCtims of robbery, and licen-
tioufnefs ; for the right of making war, is,
properly {peaking, the moft powerful means
of maintaining peace. Hence, it is certain,

that

* BurrLimaQul, on the Principles of Natural, and
Politic Law.



=3

that the fovereign, in whofe hands the inter-
eft of the whole fociety 1s lodged, has a nght
to make war ; but, 1if it be fo, we muft, of
courfe, allow him thg&ght of employing the
feveral means for that end. In a word, we
muft grant him the power of levying troops,
and obliging them to perform the moft dan-
gerous duties, even at the peril of their lives.
And the obligation under which fubjects are,
in this refpet, 1s fo rigorous, aud {trong,
that, ftri¢tly {pea’ung, no man can be ex-
empted from taking up arras, when his coun-
try calls upon him for his afliftance ; and his
refufal would be a juft reafon not to tolerate
fuch a perfon any longer in the fociety.”
Having taken this review cf the paft ;
having vindicated the attachments you ought
{till, and with as great zeal as ever, to enter-
tain for your Independence, and for your
Country ; and pointed you to that ftation of
valorous, and determined refiftance, which
you are bound to take; permit me, now,
though I can clam no preeminence in wif-
dom, to folicit your attention to a few 1in-
terefting, practical, and prudential principles,
which are intimately connelted with our du-

ty,
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ty, and our fafety, as individuals, and as a
community.

A refolute defence of our national rights,
again{t the unbounded violences of I'rance,
by reforting to arms, when regularly fum-
moned by the voice of our government, by
no me¢ans' comprehends all that we have to
do, as good citizens. ‘There are, in connec-
tion with this, other points of duty, which
the preflure of circumftances renders equally
indifpenfable, and obligatory.

And, firft : Does it not behove us, and ef-
pecially at this ciifts, when the {pirit of in-
trigue 1s {fo imfinuating, when faction is fo
daring, and convulfions are {o frequent, to
extend the eye of the moft unremitted vigi-
lance, over our eftablifhed, and fortunatz
Conftitution of Government ? The abfolute
neceflity of a judicious, amd permanent form
of government, ufually denominated a Con-
ftitution, as the grand bulwark of Liberty, is
among the radical principles of a raticnal
jurifprudence. A conftitution of govern-
ment, 1s the primitive confent of the people,
in the mode of their political exiftence ; and
is, therefore, the cream of freedom. Being

the
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the concentration of zhe:r authority, which,
in a free government, is paramount to all
other, nay, the comprehenfion of all author-
ity ; it determines the limits of all public
tranfactions, is the bafis of all law, and a
conftant check againft every act of ufurpa-
tion. It is the anchor of the political veflel,
without which, fhe 1s liable to be driven,
convulfed, and overwhelmed in the billows
of faCtion. A government, without a con-
{titution, muft be a defpotifm. It muft be
a government of the exifting fupreme power ;-
whether in the hands of one, or of many, 1s
of no moinent ; and not a government of law.
it mufl exclude all fyftem, and confidence ;
and is, therefore, deftrutive of the very ob-
je&t it profefles to purfue, the happinefs of
the people. A conflitution, on the other
hand, to which all pofterior laws are redaci-
ble ; and which holds all depar..aents, and
officers, and even the legiflative aflembly 1t-
{fclf, under a wholefome control ; which,
therefore, 1s the fupreme voice of the peopls,
cver pronouncing,  Hitherto fhall ye come,
and no farther,” as it is the guarantee of the

public freedom, is the fpring of public con-
fidence,
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fidence. It confolidates the fociety, inftead
of rending it afunder ; and gives that pecu-
iar energy to public meafures, which expe-
rience of happinefs, and an unwavering con-
fidence, only, can infpire.

The {malleft acquaintance with the Eng-
lith hiftory wil obtrude on the mind, from a
thoufand inconteftible faéts, the evidence of
this political theory. In the Engliih govern-
ment, throughits whole progrefs, preroga-
tive has been reftrained, and the rights of the
Commons, which conftitute what public lib-
erty exifts, have been fecured, almoft only,
by eftablifhing, or reforting to, confeffed, and
permanent principles, of the nature of a con-
fitution.  Hither, I imagine, we are to trace
the peculiar wifdom of our own country,
which has determined, that the very firft ftep
towards government, 1s the deliberate, and
voluntary eftablifhment of a form of govern-
ment. The excellency of that particular con-
ftitution, which has become tliec bond of our
civil conneCtions, experience hath demon-
ftrated, beyond cavilling. This 1s our chief
national glory, and the predittive oracle of
our future greatnefs, We may depend upon

1t,
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it, therefore, that the enemies of our happi-
nefs, foreien and domeftic, will level all their
machinations to deftroy 1t. And need 1 ob-
ferve, that fymptoms of defigns, of this na-
ture, have actually exifted ? Have we not.
been witnefles to the moft flagitious attempts,
to break through the outworks, and gradual-
ly to undermine the foundations, of this bul-
wark of our fecurity ? Sc long as this is pre-
ferved inviolate, my Fellow Citizens, we are
{fafe ; but, the moment this i1s wrefted from
us, we are undone. Let us, then, faften the
eye of peculiar jealoufy on the man, who in-
fidioufly direts his cunning, or his eloquence,
againft this palladium of our public liberties,
Let us confider, what freedom a foreign na-
tion has ufed with extericr governments. Let
us confider the crafty nature of her policy ;
how artfully, but deftruttively, its poifon
1s transfufed ; and f{tand abreaft, by pru-
dence, as well as by valor, of her enormous
ambition. ' |

Again : Doth it not behove us to rid our-
{elves, entirely, of all corruptive foreign in-
fluence ; of ail groundlefs predilection for, or

antipathy againft, this nation, or the other ?
It
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It 1s unimaginable, what extenfive, and per-
nicious effets, thefe principles have wrought,
i this country. Their confequences have
been extremely mifchievous, Antipathy, on
one occafion, came near to precipitating the
United States, needlefsly, and irretrievably,
into a deftructive implication n the ftruggles
of Europe. And a groundlefs partiality is
now difpofed to refign, without the leaft de-
fence, the public hiberties. Foreign influence
has detached multitudes from a proper ad-
herence to the rights of their country ; and
fome 1t has feduced to a traitorous imitation
of an Arnold. - Nor is this iufluence cunfin-
ed to public meafures, and diret corruption;
but it diffufes itfelf, with a malignant conta-
gion, into all the ramifications of fociety. It
iffues in a fervile adoption of foreign prin-
ciples, and manners. It lays us open to
intrigue, and to a diffpciating power. It
pollutes our religion, and ocur honor; and
fubjets us to an inundation of imported
follies. It bows us down, from the erett
pofture of honeft, and independent Ameri=
cans, to the cringing meannefs of flaves. We
fhould be benevolent, Fellow Citizens, to
E all
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all the world ; but be the tools, and eupes of
no part of it.

Farther : Is it not a matter of infinite im-«
portance, that, relinquifhing all perfonal re-
{fentments, and ungenerous eriminations, we
énk down into one formidable whole ; that
we make union the order of the day; and
concentrate alk the energies of the country,
to the one great point,~the fecurity of all ?
If there be thofe, indeed, who, againft every
diftate of duty; agzinft every fentiment of
fraternity ; againft every challenge of cons-
fcience ; againft thedemands, which are thun.
dered in the ears of fenfibility, from the pub-
hc fufferings, will perfift in their determined
adherence, to the fchemes.of a foreign gov-
ernment, to the utter faerifice of the moft
invaluable interefts of our own, I confefs, I
fee not how we ¢an embrace them: They
are not the lefs our enemies, becaufe they
walk in our ftreets. . But, it'is to be hoped,
that there are few of this charalter. Men of
the leaft moderation will, in this hour of
danger, and dhitrels, lifien to argumettt, and
to falt. And it is a pleafing confideratron;
that this is is an obv1ous eﬁ'ﬂ?ﬁ of reeefit e-

' VENnLts.
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wents.: N Otwlthﬁanﬂmg the fkill of French
dnplomacy, 1t 15 an unqueﬁmnable truth,

pu rpofe,fs,: ,. an.,ds that #hs union of our citnzms
jis growing, with an accelerated {peed, pro-
portionate to the. efforts, whlch are made, to
deftroy it. - As Repiblics are, n their na-
tur¢, cﬁ'enuauy democratic, union, to them,
}v;ﬁons, indeed,
cantravene m all gafe;s ’ the very nature of

fociety. . 'I,:;;ey difarm 1t of the.poffibility of
-dgfcncc? sxhauft its merm, mfplre its ene-

mies w;th c@nﬁdemc and. inviie their aggref-
fions. .. % Dinide ef mp&m,” PIVIDE AND GOY-
ERN, Was th; darling . maxim, of the moft

artful - ufurper, . she finelt fcholar, and the
&er, that the world

greateff. military gharad
ever faw.* A maxim, which a modern ufurp-v-
ation ‘has evidently place,d at the head of its
political creed, . Letws, then, feel the jmpor-
tance of ¢NIoN ; and fink down into one vaft
column, moving whlthcr the call of our gov-
ernment direfts us, and impelled by one ref-
qlytion, THAT WE WILL. LIVE INDEPEND-
ENT, OR DIE.. o o -

Permit

' ‘”jtrmus CzsaR. See his Commemmes, and the
teimony of Tacitus.
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Permit me toadd: Is it not iniportant',”
that, as friengis; toa deliberate, immovable
patz‘icltiﬁn, we repel, with all our inﬂuence,;
and - with avowed deteffation, - that - fpirit
of edlumny, whlch ‘hke ‘Pandora’s box, is
fcattering mifchief in every diré&ion ;' which
toves ‘to traduce vnﬂxc, which it cannot re-
femble ;- and - whieh ean'find’ m&ﬁﬂm, on-
ly in the proﬁratmn of all principle, ‘#nd or-
der #That mar ilfuminated cotmtry’ tan’ be
extenfively corrupted; by dxfarga’mzmg ef-
forts, however infidious ; or; that the people
of “the United ‘States; can' ever ‘be guﬂty of
the enormous folly of fuppoﬁng, “that they,
and’ their government, have a -divided inter.
et ; until fome total revolution be -effeCted;

1 have, indeed, no 1dea. Equally éonﬁ&ent cl
am, that, |

“ As the pure hmpxd fiream, wben féul with ﬁams,
« Of rufhing torrents, and-defcending rains,
¢ Works itfelf clear, and, as it runs, refines,
*Till, by degrees, the. ﬂoatmg misror. {hmes,

s Reflefts each ﬂower, that on the horder grows,
- An‘d a new heaven, in its fair bofom, thows ;"%

So, as the adminiftration of the former, did,
that of the prefent, Supreme Executive, wxll,

. , i
* ApDDIsSON’s CarTo.
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in its progrefs, ‘completely cleanfe itfelf from
all the ftains of a flanderous imputation 5 and
appédr, eventuallv, w'th unborrowed, and
unpollutcd purity. Y«t, the calumny, which
is poured : forth, -and moft unreframedly,
fromfome ‘of the prefles; in this country, is
an dijuryy a mifthief, anda pefiilence, which
the lovers oftour *’cduntry and c:f vn-tue, cans
not but repel.’ -

Fin~lly: Let us feel the 1mpoﬂance of a
deep refped for the infinite moral Governor of
the world ; cultivate an unalterable reverence
for the inftitutions of his:-worfhip ; and adopt,
in aur practice, that virtue, which the laws of
the univerfe prefcribe ; giving full credence to
the maxim of wifdom, that ¢ Righteoufnefs
exalteth a nation ; <biit;: that fin is the re-
- proachof any people.” Under his aufpices,

- gird dn. the armor ef a refolved {elf

defence, and rgﬂ: coﬁﬁdén 'ﬁ"ﬂﬂrat nothw & can
deftroy us; but our cnmes, i-i‘ifr Al at divided
cowardice, which is*prégfared to refign the
moft enviable enjoyments, liberty, property,
confcience, yea, the laft drainings of the cup
-of comfort, to the mandate of a_mercilefs ty-
rant. A cowardice, which, that..s to Provi-
dence,

LI . . \ 1-
L 'r:: l' ', ‘I.' [ L a ‘I' ﬁ J"
z' o -* '




- e~

CUNSENEENAS -

dence, is fcarce 1
e xifts, 1s-an cxcmc weec , not thﬁ 21iC
uction of onr generous foils . May an
oppofite patriotifm fwell every breaft ! May
the name of WASHINGTON  make us a-
fhamed to retreat from the ramparts of our
country’s fecurity.! And, though danger may
be before us, let us meet it with fitmnefs

always remembering, that <« Dulpe st decorym
o
A FREEMAN, AND A am:srmm r&pw FOR
HIS COUNTRY ) oo o0 e leen
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