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At a meeting of the freeholders and other inbhabitants of
the town of Bofton, duly qualified and legally warned
in public town-meeting affembled at Faneuil-Hall, on
Tuefday the fourthday of July, Anno Domini 1786, ten

o' clock in the forenoon :

On Motion---Voted,

HAT the Gentlemen, the Sele@tmen, be and

hereby are appointed a Committee to wait on
Jonatnan Lorine Austin, Efg; and, in the name of
the town, to thank him for his {pirited and elegant
Oration this day delivered by him, at the requeft of the
town, upon the anniverfary of the Independence of the
United States of America ; in which, according to the
inftitution of the town, he confidered the feelings, man-
ners, and principles, which led to that great national
event ; and to requeft of him a copy thereot for the prefs.

Atteft. Wirriam Cooprer, Zown-Clerk.

GENTLEMEN,

ELYING on that candour which firft induced
me to comply with your requeft, I fubmit the
Oration deliverced yefterday to the perufal of the public.

| JonaTHAN L. AusTIN,
July 5, 1786,
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O R A TTITI O N

FIRM reliance on your candour, my ever honoured
friends and fellow-citizens, encourages me to appear
before you on the prefent occafion ; and, in compliance
with your requeft, to attempt a review of thofe ¢ feel-

ings, principles, and meafures,” which fixed the important zra we

now commemorate. When I behold fo many worthy patriots,
who, during the late glorious ftruggle, have fhone confpicuous in the
cabinet, and in the field,—when I'read in each {miling face and placid
eye, the happy occafion for joy and ’gratulation ; the tranfporting fub-
je&t fires my bofom, and with emotions of pleafure, I congra-
tulate my country on the return of this anniverfary—Hail aufpicious-
day! anara, in the American annals, to be ever remembered with 72y,
while as a fovereign and independent nation, thefe United States can

maintain with honour and applaufe the charater they have fo glori-
oufly acquired !

No example can be more honourable, none more becoming a
grateful people, than to offer their unfeigned thanks to the fupreme
Governour of the univerfe on the natal day of their political exiftence.
"This isa tribute they owe to him, by whofe goodnefs they have been

protected, and to whofe gracious interpofition they muft ultimately
alcribe that great event, At
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AT this early period of our independence, the force of oratory can-
not be needful to revive thofe feelings which led us to oppofe the im-
perious demands of Britzin.—Thank heaven, thofe feelings are not
extinguifthed, the enlivening fpark, the generous ardour ftill glows in
every bofom.

How often, amid the rude din of arms, have the citizens of this
metropolis been fummoned together, to refolve on meafures for their
common fafety, or to weep over the remains of their flaughtered
brethren ? how often have our patriots, with all the energy which the
caufe of freedom infpired, warned us of impending dangers ! how
have our hearts glowed, while they urged a refentment of the
numberlefs iisjuries we fuffered P—yes, my friends, with pleafure we
can now ruminate on events which have pafled, and with the highcft
futisfaction recall inftances of courage and magnanimity, when lifc,
liberty and property were fufpended on the decifion.

By reverting to that cimmerian darknefs from which we have juft
emerged, I mean not to open freth wounds, or to raife an unmanly in-
veteracy againft our enemies ; but rather, to rivet on our minds the
injuries we have fuffered, and to imprefs thofc crueltics fo wantonly

exercifed in the courfe of the late war ; that our feelings may be more
poignant at the recolleCtion ; and that we may be roufed not to re-

venge, but to a fteady uniform perfeverance in fupport of the frecdom
and independence fo bappily acquired.

IT would be needlefs to run over the hiftoric page, and recite the
caufes whic™ have raifed other countries to empire, or reduced them
to vaflalag.  Ibis has been fufficiently illuftrated by the gentlemen

who
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who have gone before me on this pleafing occafion.  America at pre-
fent furnifhes fufficient topic, and is an ample fisld for contemplation
and improvement. But as fimilar caufes will always produce fimi-
lar effets ; fo we may reft affured, that no nation will long continue
free, after it has loft its virtue,

WHAT country, my friends, can produce fo many everts, in the
courfe of a few vears, as muft ever diftinguith the American page? A
young continent contending with a nation, whofe eftablithment had
been for ages, and whofe armies had conquered the powers of the
world ? What fpirit, thort of an heavenly enthufiafm, could have
animated thefe infant colonies, boldly to renounce the arbitrary man-
dates of a Britith parliament, and inftead of fawning like fuppliants, to
arm themfelves for their common defence ? You dared to appeal
to that Gop, who firft planted the principles of natural freedom in
the human breaft——prineiples, repeatedly impreiled on our infant
minds by our great and glorious anceftors, and may yonder fun be
{horn of its beams, ere their defcendants forget the heavenly admo-
nitions.

Tue right affumed by the Britith parliament, to bind the colonies
1n all cafes whatever, naturally caufed that oppofition from men de-
termined to be free, which took place on their attempting to put this
right into execution.————Your feelings were then roufed in your
country’s cau{c—you could not behold with indifference that vaunting
nation, withy all the arrogance that pride could infpire, fending forth
hofts of new created ofticers to collect a revenue, levied by arbitrary im-

pofition ; or to revel on property fleeced from induftrious citizens.

THuts
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Tuis right of Britain to bind the colonies in all cafes whatever,
was the political creed? Was ever flavery portrayed in more ftriking
colours ? Our lives, liberties and property to depend on the arbitrary
difpofal of a Britith parliament ! The infulting declaration made you
clamorous i oppoiition, united your determinations, and rendered
yeu formidable in the defence of your liberties.

THE records of your affemblies can witnefs how early you began
your meafures to fruftrate the intentions of your enemies. The
plans you adopted and purfued, loudly fpeak your refolution and
perfeverance ; and plain’y =vince, that your oppofition did not arifc
from a hafty difpofition, to refift the due exercife of the Britith go-
vernment———America was always ready to pay every fubmiffion to
her authority, confiftent with the eftablifhed rights .of freemen ; fhe
acknowledged the king as fovereign and head of her conftitution, and
as fuch, tranfmitted her humble petitions for a redrefs of grievances.
Thefe loyal addrefies were continued for many years, though treated
with the greateft contempt, or anfwered by aggravated impofitions.
An appeal to heaven at length put them to filence ; and the memora-
rable 1gth of April 177, diffolved that bond which held us before
united. In this critical fituation, though the fword was drawn in
defence of your caufe, yet your pens were ftill employed to ward off
the fatal blow, and ftop the cffufion of human blood.

BuT alafs ! when Britain, like a determined foe, drove you from
every refource but that of oppofition ; and declared that nothing fhort
of abfolute fubmiffion fhould appeafe ; you keenly felt the iron hand
* of tyranny grafping your deareft rights ; fearlefs of danger, you girded

.on the fword, and founded the alarm of war,
At
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AT this period of our conflit, America appears bleffed with the pe-
culiar attention of heaven. Thefe States united to the aftonihmeni
of our enemies, acopted meafures, the effeéts of rational and difpaffion-
ate deliberation, purfued them with attention, and with caution and
firmnefs carried them into execution : meafures, which will ever be
cfteeed by all nations as the moft prudent and decifive, evincing how
facredly dear we confidered our liberties, and how jealous of our honor
in the defence of them : meafures which exhibit a ftriking proof, that
decency and order thould ever be the eftablifhed principle of a free peo-
ple, and that liberty, though held tenacious, {hould never be fullicd

with rathnels.

Tue principles, which altuated you in this glorious revolution, are
fimilar to thofe which have governed all nations, poflefied with the
{pirit of freedom. Bred up in fentiments which have ever ftimulated
men well informed of their natural rights, with hawk-eyed jealouty,
you foon perccived every difguiled attempt to deprive you of them.
The dogmatical cpithets ¢ of giving and granting” were too deroga-
tory to your feelings, and too dithonorary to be obeyed, you therefore
contratted your ideas of right with zbe:r aflumed declaration, and af-
ferted that theBritifh parliament had noright to bind theAmerican colo-
nies in any cafe whatever.” The declaration of Britain, was, however,
foon fucceeded by a determined refolution to put the right into exccuti-
on, and to ftrain their exertions to the full ftretch of their power. Ofe
ficers were fentover to exercife their commiifions ; and armies tran{-
ported with all the artillery of war. But, though deftrution and
death were foremoft in their ranks, yet amid thefe complicated dan-

gers you ftood undifinayed.
B T4
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To put the right into execution cn one fil2, and tooppoic i.t on the
other, were the primary caufes of your late exertions. Qn this foun-
dation lay the vaft fuperftructure of your oppofition—this was the fccd
in embrio, from whence has fprang a new world* inthe chartof empires.

Such feelings, principlesand meafures, led on to the important rra
we now commemorate—gradually we afcended, till weattained the fum-
mit—impelled from one degree of oppofition toanother, we at length
obtained the prize, now held fo defervedly facred, not like cowards,
who exult in the funfhine of fuccefs, but like heroes, who are infpired
by encountering difficulties, we declarcd ourfelves free and indepen-
dent, in the moment of the greateft danger. In fupport of this de-
claration, with onc heart, and a firm reliance on the protection of Di-

vine Providence—we pledged to each other our lives, fortunes, and fa-
cred honour.

AxD now, my friends, permit me to congratulate you, on this glo-
rious birth-day of our independence,—a day, which cut the cords that
bound us to an unnatural parent—from this date we change our cha-
rater from vaffals to freemen—no longer bound in fwadling cloaths,
and laid at the footftool of a royal mafter, but arrayed in the glorious
garb of independence, we are feated among the nations of the world—

oh blefled emancipation l—ye worthy patriots—ye faithful fons of genu-
ine virtue, falute with rapture this returning day ! hail INDEPEN-

DENCE, ye bloonting daughters, with your grateful fongs. Let no

envious brow difturb this gladning {cene.---let nowretch wear the ful-

len gloom of forrow—be every humble tie forgot, each care fuppref-

fed, amid the general joy. Bur

® The American States arc fpread over a great continent and make a wor LD within themfelves.

. - L. Doétor PricE.
It qu be thocking to fee in the mew weridy a repetition of all the evils which have hithesto Luid wafts
the old world, -

Inem,
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BuT while we rejoice at our envied acquifition, let us not forget the
priceat which it was purchafed. The flourithing plantof AMERICAN
LIBERTY, hasbeen largely {prinkled, with the blood of her favourite
fons. The long catalogue of WORTHIES who nobly fell, while rear-
ing its infant growth, forbids the moft humble attempt todo henour to
their particular memories—eight long years have been the burial days of
our flaughtsred brethren—the folemn road of death we have often trod—
we have been converfant with all the horrors of the grave ; and vifited
the tombs as the dwellings of our friends—OH YE ILLUSTRI-
OUS DEAD ! we revere your memories, and while honour, virtue,
and patriotifm are known in America, your names fhall be handed
down with glory and applaufe !

WE, my fellow townfmen, can early date the @ra of Britifh flaugh-
ter, witnefs the sth of March 1770—and though fucceeding years
have enlarged the field of melancholy contemplation, vet from this pe-
riod we open the bloody fcroil, and begin our tale of DEATH—yon-
der ftreet can witnefs the funguinary purpofes of Britain ; zbere, our
brothers blood ftained the foot-fteps of the murdering foldier—¢bere,
our eyes were firft pained with garments rolled in blood, and our ears
pierced with the rciterated groans of dying citizens.

TuEe wanton deftrution of our towns, and property, can never be
obliterated from our remembrance. We have been often called to
thed the tear of fympathy, and to condole with our diftreffed friends.
In particular, when the devouring flames reduced Charleftown to a
heap of ruins, that deep-wrought fpecimen of the horrors of war, in
minds unaccuftomed to fuch dreadful fcenes, excited emotions which
cannot be expreficd. B2 Bur
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Burt I forbear—PEACE with her balmy wings affords a pleafing

reverfe.—The found of the trumpet, and the alarm of war are no longer
heard in our land. We may now, with the highef: fatisfation, antici -
pate the future glories of thefe United States, and with pleafure behold
our demolifhed towns, like the pheenix from her afhes, rifing to our
_view, with improved beauties.—While the hiftorian records the de-
ftrution of Charleftown, and the ever-memorable battle on BUN-
KER’S HEIGHTS, he will not be unmindful to relate, that from
the ruins of the old, a new town is now rifing, on amore enlarged and
regular plan.—Nor will he forget to notice, with equal admiration, the
enterprize and ingenuity of our inhabitants, in the rapid conftruction of
that extenfive and noble BRIDGE * acrofs Charles river, which
joins her to thismetropolis. May the late fufterings of our friends and
neighbours, be more than compenfated by theirfuture advantages ;

may the crigin of their diftrefs prove the inftrument of their growth
and profperity.

IF we frequently revert to firft principles, anc: often bring to our
remembrance the events which took placc at the commencement of
this conteft, it will enable us to form a juft eftinate of that INDE-
PENDENCE, which has coft {o much blood and treafure. It will

lead us, with one voice, to acknowledge the kind and protecting hand of

heaven
% The length of the Bridge from the entrance of the wharf at Charlcﬁown ﬁde to the FrET,
entrance of the wharf at Bofton fide, wharf included - - - - -« - 1503
Wharf at Charleftown fide is - - - - - - . - - . . 1co
Wharf at Bofton fide - - - - - e e e - .. 4s
‘The length of the Bridge excluhvc of wharves - - - : - - - - 1763
Tte breadth of the Bn§ - - - - - - . - - - 42

Ornamented with 40 lampo
Greateft depth from the bed of the river to the upper fide of the plank fluoring 46 feet g inches,
fmalleft 1.4 tect.
: The firft pier of this Bridgs was drove on the 14th June 1785, and the Bridge completed on the 17th
une 17386,




A» ORATION. 13

heaven ftietched forth fer our relief, when deftitute of all human aid.
Unexperienced in the art of war ; unprovided with arms and ammu-
nition, and without the fupport of a fingle ally, we dared to oppofe the
force of Britain, a force even dangerous to the fafety of Europe—at
this period, an American foldier became formidable by his enthufiafm.
The fear of danger was difpelled his breaft, and LIBERTY AND
CONQUEST were the motto of his weapons !

AT this time, we beheld a Britith general, and a formidable army,
captives to an Amcrican militia ; a general renowned in war, with a
phalanx of veterans {uppliants to our clemency. We beheld the
long reputed conquering troops of Britain, led through this country in
ignominious bonds, following the trophies of their conquerors.—
Many are the acts of courage and good conduét, which have been ma-
nifeft during our late conteft ; particularly, when our illuftrious ge-
neral, at the head of a few continental troops, baffled the force of our
enemies, and by wife and cautious manceuvres captured a band of
Heifians.

We fhould therefore lock back with fatisfattion and pleafure on
what we have hitherto accomplifhed ; fuch a review will ferve to ani-
mate us in our farther purfuits, and give courage and confidence in
times of danger. From our earlieft infancy to the prefent hour, we
have been led through every changing fcene as the peculiar favorites
of heaven, at this period therefore to diftruft the gracious intentions of
the Almighty, would be fuch bafe ingratitude

‘“ As chills my blood with horror but to name it.”

As
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As an independent nation, our conduét thould be founded on the
moft liberal principles, and our views, meafures and purfuits fhould
be draughted on an enlarged {cale. If we are not governed by nati-
onal fentiments, our actions will be trifling, our acquirements contem-
tible, 2nd our honor levelled with the duft.

INaTTENTION thevefore, in any of the States, to the repeated
calls of Congrefs to difcharge the debts contracted in their behalf, ar-
gues, not only, an undue eftimate of our noble acquifition, but even-
tually tends to the fubverfion of the federal union.

W e are happy on this occafion to notice the late patriotic decifions
of our venerable political fathers for promoting our national honor ;
this example, if followed by the feverel legiflatures, will enable CON-
GRESS to preferve the dignity of thefe United States, eftablith our IN-
DEPENDENCE upon a bafis as lafting as it is glorious, and for ever
filence the vaunting arrogance of our enemies at the fancied profpeéts
of our difunion.

A GovERNMENT, deftitute of the confidence of the people, can never
maintain that refpectability {o eflentially neceflary to their profperity-
Neither foreign or domeftic loans can ever be expected, when fufpicions
of honor or punuality prevail. No fubftitutein the place of money can
poflibly remedy, but will rather ferve to increafe the evil—it will
effectually prevent the circulation of {pecie, occafion, in many inftances,
exceflive ufury, and finally piunge fucha government into the greateft
diftrefs.

How
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How we fhall maintain, asaNATION, our ref{peftability fhould there-
fore be the grand fubjedt of enquiry—this is the object to which we
muft attend—for the moment America {ullies her name, by forfeciting
her honor, the fame fhe has acquired from the heroifm of her fons,
and the virtues the has difplayed in the midit of her diftrefs, will on-
ly ferve, like a train of mourners, toattend the funeral of her glory ;
but, by a due cultivation of manners, @ firm adicrance to the faith
we have pledged, an union in council, a refinement in {entiment, 3 li-
berality and benevolence of conduct, we fhall render ourfclves  happy
at home, and refpeétable abroad ; our conftellation will brighten 1.
the political hemifphere, and the radiance of our ftars, f{parkle wih
increafing luftre.

ManNy other important confiderations claim our particular atten-
tion, among which, are agriculture, manufattures, and commerce.—
The lands in this country will afford ample employment for num-
bers of individuals, and America prave fuch an affylum for the poor,
as no other country can boaft—even our barren wilds may be brought
into fruitful fields, Yand the wildernefs be made to bloflom like the
rofe : here, the induftrious hufbandman may enjoy his property with
fafety, cultivate his field with confidence, and depofit the produce of
his labour with fecurity. The late honorable inftitution for the pro-
motion of agriculture, muft excite the moft pleafing fenfations in eve-
ry friend to America. The refpectability and knowledge of this fo-

ciety, we flatter ourfelves, will be produive of the moft beneficial
improvements.

Asan INDEPENDENT NATION, we {Lould alfo encourage ma-
nufaclures. Some meafures have already been adopted by this State with
aview to promote this effential object. Blefied with fupcrior advantages

W<
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we ought to be infpired with national pride, and ftudy to bring for-
ward our numberlefs refources : but alas ! the frippery of drefs, and
the extravagance of fafhion have been too prevalent among us.—Too
fondly have we rufhed into the arms of Britain, without confidering
thefatal tendency of our wanton imprudence.—Had we purfued different
meafures, had we paid proper attention to our own manufactures,
cur importations, I prefume, would have been more cautioufly regu-
lated, and’a few years would have furnifhed us, independent of ftrangers,
with a variety of articles for our own confumption.—No nation is {o
capable gf becoming independent, if deprived of foreign connections.
Our fertile {oil, the variety of our climates, and the ingenuity of ourin-
habitants, would render America a ficld of plenty, and a garden of

luxuries.

BuT however we may flourith among ourfelves, yet commerce 1s an
obje& which merits our particular atttention. Dlefled with internal
riches, we have it in our power to extend a beneficial commerce
throughout the world—hitherto, we have atted like ftrangers to our
mercantile intereft ; and too inconfiderately plunged ourfelves into
every excefs of folly.—OQur vaiaable exports have been wantonly fa-
crificed for European trifles, which, far from enriching, have ferved
to impoverith our country—thank heaven we are at length roufed
from that lethargy which has too long pervaded each State in the
union—the late commercial acs of a few States, exhibit a proof
of our patriotifm, and may have a tendency to roufc the attention
of Britain ; but we have now bcfore us a far nobler and more exten-
five profpe&, a commercial fjjtem ripening to maturity—with heart-felt
fatistattion we anticipate the many henefits refulting from a conven-

tion of the feveral States—the rcfources of this extenfive continent
will
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will not only be better known, but mutual intereft will be promo-
ted and local jealoufies removed. The northern and fouthern
States will become more united in their commercial, as well as na-
tional views ; and the trade of cach will receive mutual affiftance—
principles of liberality will be inculcated ; our {hip building and na-
vigation increafed ; and our produce diftributed, both in our qwn
thips, as well as in thofe of a/ mations, throeughout the world—in 2
word, this commercial convention may be productive ef the higheft
advantages, promoting at once the lafting ynion, and mutyal happi-
nefs of the confederate States. May heaven grant to the members,
wifdom in their debates, union in their principles, and ftability in
their decifions.

Now, if ever, is the time to keep a more than ordinary watch
over our manners ; to encourage induftry, frugality and ceconomy,
and “ to check that fubtle {ecret poifon, which lurks under the pomp
of luxury, and the charms of pleafure.” The eyes of Europe are up-
on us. Our enemies view us with jealoufy, and watch our fmalleft
operations ; while our friends, with pleafure feated in their counte-
nances, rejoice at our national happinefs—whether our foes fhali con-
gratulate each other on our fall ; or our friends rejoice at our prof-
perity, depends on our union, virtue, and patriotifm.

THE American hiftory has become a chart, wherein at one view,

we can hehold the tranfattion of different ages and nations, men and
manners—do we revere the ftern virtues of the SPARTAN ?—do we

refpect the polite and learned ATHENIAN P—are we animated with the

heroifm, and honor of the RoMAN P—virtues like thefe have fhone

confpicuous in America, and patriatifin the moft rigid has been fie-
C quently
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quently difplayed.—The fteady uniform meafures of an AMERICAN
CoNGREss, when furrounded with dangers, evince, not only the
greateft fortitude, but fuperiour wifdom and addrefs.—The perfevering
virtues, the polite manners, the valor and bravery of the AMERICAN
ARMY, demand our loudeft approbation and applaufe. In our il-
luftrious GENERAL, we behold——here language fails me to do juf-
tice to Lis merit ! He is WasHiNG ToN—To excite out
emulation to generous and humane alions, let us trace thefe virtues
in the condu® of our ILLUSTRIOUS ALLIES.

Tue alacrity and affiftance of France, their benevolence and
magnanimity, demand the moft cordial thanks of America—with
pleafure and fatisfaction we refle® on the union which fubfifted be-
tween the two armies. Al national diftin@ions were loft in the one
Godlike principle of benevolence. Engaged in one caufe, con-
manded by one general, they freely mingled their choiceft bload in the
field of battle. Thus allied and united, how formidable and deter-
mined ! witnefs the 17th O&ober 1781, when the armsof a Britith
army were piled beneath the ftandard of our UNITED FORCES—
this alliance, while it adds Iuftre to the annals of France and Ameri-
ca, will ferve to dwindle the Britith page to a mere epitome of great~
nefs.

May that Almighty Being who fetteth up one, and putteth down:
another, ftill vouchfafe to blefs, profper, and defend our country—
and ¢¢ as refigion is one of the beft cements of fociety, the firmeft
prop of government, and the faireft ornament of both,” may we be
zealous to maintain it, and to cultivate thofe virtues which exalt &
nation. Max
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May knowledge and learning, under the genial fmiles of peace,
liberty, and the never failing patronage of government, expand and
flourith in this weftern world—hither, thofe liberal arts transfersed,
that fweeten, that embellith exiftence here below—hither, may na-
tions lefs adorned by freedom, pour their warm b' Tnags, turn
their wifhful eyes,and while regretting theirs, extol our 1. .uue—and
may the circling moon obferve no race more happy in all her vifita-
tions ! animated with thefe glcrious profpelts ;

¢« Let ev’ry face be brighten’d into joy,

¢ And PUBLIC HONOR, ev'ry heart employ :

« Frternal funthine o’er each bofom play,

And ev’ry blifs, illumine ev’ry day.

““ While heav’n’s high King, well pleas’d, approves our fong,
““ And guides the paftimes of the virtuous throng."”

[ .Y
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