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A+ Eleven o'clock, the VoruntrER Coxranies of AMuyufa, being at-
sembied in St. PavL's CRurcH, together with a large Colleflion of the
Citizens ; tne Ceremonies of the Day were commenced by the Reverend
Pastor, who offered mp t: ALMIGHTY GOD : rhe following appre-
priate Praver.

LET us enter into the Gates of the moft High with thank{giv-
ing, and into his Courts with Praife : Lei us be thankful uato him,
and blefe his name!

HOLY, bholy, holy Lord God Almighty, who art, who wast,
and who art to come ! Who only haft immortality ; who dwelleft in
light inacceffible and full of glory ; whom no mortal cye can ap-
proach, whom no man bhath feen, or can fee; to- whom be honor
and power everlatting !

Biefled art thou, O God of our fathers, and bleflec be thy holy
and glorious nameforever! Let the Heavensblefs theejand all thy crea-
tures ! We would extol thee, O our God; our fouls fhall praife the
King of Heaven, and fhall rejoice in his greatnefs; Thou art he, at
whofe reproof, the pillars of Heaven trembie and are aftonithed g
who {poke, and it was done ; who commanded, and all things flood
faft ! Woald we comprehend thy greatnefs, C God, our concep-
tions are vain, for the Heavens and the Earth are full of it! We
wou!d underftand thine omnipotence, but the thunder of thy Power
none can comprehend ! We would feel thine omniprefence, but all
nature containcth thee not! Yet would our inmoft fouls be ftired
up to magnify and blefs thee, the uncontrouled Sovereign of the U-
niver{e, though thy judgments are unfearchable, and thy ways paft
finding out, that there is 2 God in Heaven, who will dire& our fteps,
to whom we may commit our ways; a God, full of compaflion, flow
to anger, and of great mercy; a God, who will, when all things have
run their ftated courfe, judge the world in Righteoufnefs ! Shall not
the judge of all the earth do right?

Approaching thy Alter of {potlefs purity and holinefs, be thou
pleafed, O God, to overlook our unworthine(s! Bz thou pleafed to
fandtify, by thy grace, our hearts, and renew right fpirits within
us! Enable us to render unto thee the homage, due to thy Heaven-
ly Majefty : to approach thy Throne with that reverence and. Godly
fear, with that delight and love, which matchlefs perfe&tion, and
never-failing mercy infpire! In the name, and through the mediation
of thy Son and our Saviour, we beg that we may be cleanfed from
all our Sins; that thou wouldft receive the offered facrifice of our
hearts, unwaorthy as it is; aad that thy tleffings and favours, which
we have received without number, may be alfo without end !

" On this aufpicio{xs day, O God, rendered {acred by the event
which it commemorates, wiih hearts united by gratitude, with
voices uplifted by joy, we, the cenipicuous objefs of thy bounty,




would render untn thee, the great Ruler of the werld, our humble,
yet hearty thanks! As a portion of this mighty nmon, this etu!tmc
vet adoring people, we defire to be heard in mercy ! —Lad back, by
the faithful pirit of memory, to the era of national lnricpc:ndcncc,
our feclings rife, in fpontanious jov to the Throne of Heaven! We
contemplate, O thou prote@ing God, that dav as the period, when
every thing, tha: was honorable, was aflerted ; when every th!'lg,
that was valuable, was fecured: And we adore thec, as the gracious
Author, as the great defigning Caufe! We would blefs thy mighty
name, C God, that, by the everts of that day, whofe return we ce.
lebrate, our rights, as men and as a nauon, were claimed; that a
fpirit was diffufed, which tended to maintain them; that a voice
was founded in the cars of an injured people, which awoke them
from a blamable ina&ivity, and roufed them to a virtuous refiftance.
We would exprefs to thee, the Father of mercies, our grateful ac-
knowledzmests, in that, thereby, the blefliigs of civil and religious
liberty have been fecured ; ; that mar may here indulge the dignifving
confcionfnefs of his importance in the fcale of creation ; that, boaft-
ing himfeif of the rights of man, he will be cautious to f.lﬁam man’s
¢...»alter! Under thy Providence we rejoice, that the benefits of
on: sircumftances and fituation are enjoved equally by all ! Under
God, whom we worfhip, we claim the privilege of rejoicing,

that, many as are the manfions in houfe, tbey are open and acccﬂible
to all, that none can claim the precedence m entering! We would
blefs the Lord of Earth and of Heaven, that, in civil affairs, we fub-
mit not to the will of caprice, we obev not the nod of a Defpot, we
bow only to the fupremacy of the laws, to the dignity of conftituted
anthority ! Ia {piritual matters, in things which concern our eterpal
welfare, we call a0 man mafter on earth, fave Jefus; we bow only
to the majefty of Heaven; we are guided only by the authority of
the Gofpei '

Having put an end to the confli&s of partv, and the evils of
war, we would rejoice, O thou God of Love, that the foirit of ani-
mofity and revenge has fubfided: that thou haft dilpofid the minds
of thy People to Peace ; that the deftru@ive operations of war have
been fucceeded by thofe arts, which tend to harmonize the feel-
ings, and civilize mankind ; that that Peace; which hatbh vifited our
iand, hath given rife to thofe improvements, which expedite the
progrcfs of Society, which render man happy and nations refpe&ed !

Confcious of the great and manifold bleflings we enjov, may we
know how to appreciate them! D¢ we confider ourfelves pecus
liarly favoured by thee, our God, may our gratitude and our praifes
be proportionate ! Have we, oy thy kmdncfs, been blefled with a
government, the moft equitable, and the moft likely to enfure perma-
ngnce, may our conduét alfo be more corre@®, may.our virtue be the
more confpicuous, may our religion be, indecd, pure and undefiled !
May we, by no improper pra&ices, commit the charaéter of our na-
nun, or government ! May our ﬂrcngth as a people, not be weak-
eneu by falion! May we, in private life, be virtuous and fincere ;
in public, faithtul and upright kewards of the trufts which we hold'




May we do juftice to our Fathers, tc ouriclves, and to poflerity, by
guarding that conftitution, by preferving pure that government,
which they fo dearly purchafed, which we fo warmly apgrove, and
which our children will confider as their beft inheritance !

As fubfervient to thefe happy ends, do thou, O Almighty God,
order every irregular affection, do thou rcguiate every inordinate
paffion, and fupprefs the fpirit of contention amongit us! Help us,
we, befeech thee, to put away ali biticrnefs, and wrath, and anger,
and clamour, and evil-fpeaking with all malice! Teach us to live
in Pesce, and to lave in Trith, May all bitter refentments be ba-
nithed from our minds! May the Law of kindnefs be upon our
Tongues' May a fpirit of conciliation exhibit itfelf in our condut!
May we ceafe to prevoke one another to wrath, and may we love
one another as Brethren, as Children of the fame Parent and Be.
nefaltor !

Superintend, we pray thee, thou God and Father of all Nations,
that Government, which has been eftablifhed ar:ongit us! Thou
haft gracioufly vouchfifed to us our Independence, we wouid invoke
thy blefing, thatit may be continued. As the refult of our wifdom,
2nd as the obje&t of our approbation, may our Government be laft-
ing and fecure ! May it be guarded by vigilance, and may it be admi-
niftered with difcredion! May it operate in eftablithing right, in
promoting order and in punifhing tran{greflion !

Be thou pleafed, thou Supreme Ruler sad Guardian of the
world, to take under thy efpecial proteftion the prefiding Magiftrate
of thefe States! As he hath been exalted to fuperioritv in fation,
as he hath been made to differ from others in dignity, may he excel
alfo in every quality, which fuppofes merit, or can fecure refpe®!
Fearing thee, the Lord, mav he be careful te execute that which is
righteous in thy fight! With all faithfulnefs may he difcharge his
truft, as one that is himfelf hereafter to be judged, and fhall receive
that meafure, which he himfelf hatih wiled out! Having received
all the confidence and honour, which a powerful Nation can be-
ftow, may he be zealous in performing all the good, which wi{dom
ard integrity can fuggeft, which the abligations of duty and of gra-
titude can impofe, or the extent of his power and authority can

effeét !

Let thy blefling, O God, accompany al{o all thole in anthority
under him and over us ! May they, that infhitute oz Laws, be care-
ful not to violate #them ! Mav they, that hold the Scales of Tuftice
in our Land, confider, with folemn feriouinefs and awe, thkat thou
arty one day, to hold them in Heaven! May the voung of this Na-
tion be trained up in thy Fear! May they, by their acquirements in
knowledge and in virtue, dignify the cuaralter of man! For this
purpofe, profper, we entreat thee, O God, all thofe inftitutions,
where knowledge is imparted, where virtue is incuicated, where
principles of condué are eftablifhed, and habits of focial life are
fermed ! May the minifters of thy Son's gofpel, of every denomi-




natien bs Gncers, if they weuld be acceptable fervants of him, who
muft be worthiped in Spint and in Truth! May they a&tina
manner becoming their Sacred Ofbce, and the religion they would
recommsnd '-——While on Zarth, may the Profefion of our Faith be
Chuftiaaity ! May cur eternal refidence »~ thy Kinpdom above !

fiear usin H*‘:xvon, where thou fittelt enthroned in Majefly in-
accefli’  and do thov, who art PerfeQian itielf, forgive what
thou teeft amifs in Baings imperfect and finful as we are, and we fhall
afcribe unto thee, tironugh the Son of thy Love, all Dominion,

Poweran? Prailz! Awmew!
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AMERICANS, FRIENDS, FELLCW-SOLDIERS,

| S UMMONED again, to be the
organ of your fee' .ngs on the aufpicious anniverfary of our
nation; it is with accumrclated embarrafsment, and hu-
mility, I yield to the honorable mandate. The exquifite
emotions, excited by a contemplation of the event we ce-
lebrate, are calculated to expand the mind beyond 1ts or-
dicary fphere, and to embellith it with images, which
mutft lofe their luftre in the drapery of expreflion! While
therefore your hearts are attuned to the rapturous vibra-
tions of the mighty theme : let your benevolence harmon-
ize, the difcordant tones, of the feeble inftrument you
have chofen !

AMONGsT the variety of human concerns which have
employed the genius of the moralit ard politician 3 in
the infinite feries of events, which have refulted from the
condu@ of the -human race and f{welled the hiftorians
page ; we are not prefented with a {ubject {o extenfive in
contemplation, or an event fo important in its confequen-
ces, as the American Declaration o Independence.

WHEN we view in retrofpect the deftinies of other
nations, the moral and phyfical evils, which have murked
their progrefs from the earlieft periods of their focial ex- -
iftence—When we bchold fo large a portion of the hu-
man family bowing their niccks to the yoke of tyranny and
- languithing in chains ;—When we fee the dignified facul-
ties of man fubjugated by power and fullied by fear, deaf
to the voice of liberty and dead to the energies of nature !

L
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Wtile we breathe the trembling figh of honeft commifle-
ration, our hearts dilate with gratitude, to that munifi-
cient being, through whofe providence wk are FrEE.

In the peaceful cccupation of rational liberty, it be-
tomes us to appreciate the blefing by enquiring for the
moral caufes which produced it, and to fecure its continu-
ance, by learning the modes of its operation..

TuEe great Archite@ of the univerfe in pecpling this
little world, hath evinced by the formation of its inhabi-
tants that they are all equally entitled to the privileges of
their habitation. Endued alike with reafon, affe@ions and
appetites, the liberal banquet was fpread for them all—
the beauties of his workmanfhip were difplayed before
them, that the whole race, eredt, might wonder, enjoy
and 2dore !

ComiING thus from the hand of his Creator, and
placed in the unreftrained participation of the bleffings
that furrounded him ; man rejoiced 11 exiftence ! His arm
nerved with firength—his heart fufceptable of the fineft
fympathies and emotions—his foul glowed with virtue—
_ he breathed the fpirit of Independence.

*Bur it was the crdinance of heaven, that the confti-
tution of humanity fhould not be perfe&, that many na-
tural evils fhould be mixed in the cup of life :~—That
man mignt be imprefled with a fenfe of deperdence on
his maker, and feel the neceflity of aid and prote&ion
from his fellows.

‘Tue mode prefcribed by the laws of nature for mul-
tiplying the fpecies, impeled the fexes to a union of affec-
tions, the refults of which fuperinduced the firft netions of
fociety and exemplified its advantages. The reciprocal
comforts derived from this natural aflociation, gave ardcur
to the innate defire for happinefs, and condznfed a plu-
rality of families into one body politic, in which, as there
was no effential dependence or conne&ion, it became ne-
ceffary to fupply the defect by laws. Hence originated
political fociety ! Emanating from parental coercion, it
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was firft uthered into the world, in the form of defpotifm !
Aad although a fenfe of the inherent rights of ratuic, re-
ftrained for a time, the exercife of inordinate controul, and
limited the effe@s of fubordination: the mind of man
foon loft its encrgy in the exertion, and viclded to the
fuccelsful efforts of exa@ing authority : and the mild and
benignant countenance of the Fatber, was changed into the
awful and frowring afpect of the Tyrans.

THus propelled by the inftin®s of nature in purfuit
of good, did man ftumble at the threfhold of hippinefs,
ancl haftening with eager fteps into the anduary, feil prof-
trate in the veftibule. Thus while he foucht with folici-
tude for reciprocal aid and prote@icn in a fccial unio~: he
fubjugated the deareft rights of his nature; and the foun-
tains from whence he was deflined to draw his felicity,
were thus poifoned with the germins of mifery and death.

_ As the human race multiplied and extended the li-
mits of population, they became divided, into feparate
tribes, ftates and nations, which in the exercife of exclu-
five fovereignty exhibited tc each other external relations
of friendfhip or enmity. This ftate of the world was
calculated, to awaken the moft ferocious paffions of the
human heart, and to increafe the turbulence of defpotic
fway. The pride and ambition of independent tyrants,
generated new montters for the deftru&ion of man, and
war with grim and redened viffage, began to howl fer his
prey! Scenes of deftruction and piteous maffacre—alter-
nate vanquifhings and victory, has marked the experience
of nations, and written their hiftory in blood !

WHETHER we trace the condu@ of flates, enlightened
by the rays of fcience, or pervade the gloomy eras of un-

. ctvilized and barbarcus nations: we difcover the fame de-

viations from the path cof nature—the fame fcenes of

jealoufy, carnage and delolation ;—T hat defpotifm had

grafped them all in his rude embrace and in ftruggling to

get free, they have expired upon his bofom ;—Thar the

fertile earth teeming with abundance, to fupply the wants

of man, Lias been converted into the theaire of his tragedies,
nd its green luxuriance crimfoued with kis gore!
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THE efforts of injured nature, 2gainft the incurfion

of thefe evils, only fcrved to awaken the vigiiance and

quicken the acutericic of tyranny. In the recefs of war,

other powerful auxilaries were eniifted into its fervice,

thro’ the aid of which, its authonity has bzen extended

irom age to agc ; unti that chain, which at firit was forged

to curb licentioutnels, bound up the fublimeft energies of
the human intelled&,

“ Max is by nature, a2 religious amimal.” The
wonderful organization of his own frame-—the itupen-
dous firu@ure and revclutions of the hezvenly bodies,
and the various pkenomena of the natural world : are ir-
refiftable evidences of an omnipotent and final caufe.—
The 1dea of a crsater nzvitably fuggefts the cuty of ob-
ferving his commands and the power of purifhing difobe-
dience. The effufions of the heart defignate the relations
and duties of man, and his deviations from the path they
prefcribe, are purfued’ with the vindictive ftings of con-
fcience ; he therefore acquired early notions of tiic 1m-
mortality of the foul—or a future ftate of reward and
punifhment, and difcovered in every new appearance of
rature, the comJaifancy or the frowns of heaven !

Tue acutenefs of defpotifin foon difcovered this
flrongeft motive of the human mind, and converted the
devotions of rehigious fear, to the purpeles of tyranny and
oppreflion.—A knowledge of phyfical caufes and effects
as conneed with morzl fantions, was confined to the
minions of authoritv, who dreffed in ecclefiaftical myftery
—thundered anathemas againft the breach of the tyrant’s
will, and alarmed the trembling culprit with equal curfes,

for difobeying the commands of his fovereign or offend-
ing his God.

THus were the principles of religion and government
conforted—thus did power and myftery fupport each oth-
er in enflaving the world. The dignified duties of de-
votion, every motive to the practice of virtue, which
elevates and beaunfies the human character, were thus
poifoned in the malignant atmofphere of fuperftition, and
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condenf:d into the narrow limits of fervile fear and cow.
ar.! jubnilion.—The world which was intended for the
magnificient temple of fublime devotion—which was illu-
minated and adorned for the communion of God with his
creatures was thus degraded by the orgies of corruption :
and man, the image ot his maker, degenerated into a rep-
tile, to feed and ficken on the tainted fragments, which fell

from the altar !

In the internal relation between the governing and
the governed, all nations have furnithed examples of vio-
lence, offered to nature : racks, dungeons, gibbits, whips
and chains, were the refinements in policy, to maintai
dsminion and coerce obedience.  And zalthough the fpirit
of native liberty, has occafionally roufed mankind from
their degrading lethargy, and prompted 2 glerious ftrug-
gle for emancipation, the impetuous torrent of their awak-
ened paflions, has again born them back into the gulph of
defpoti{m, and their new-born giddy freedom, has again
veen {wallowed in its yawning vortex.

THE fcience of govern'nent, fo far from expanding
the faculties and ameliorating the condition of man, has
maintained a warfare between liberty and defpotifm, in
which, their alternate fuccefles have produced nothing, but
flavery or licentioufnefs. Each fucceeding generation, ia
ftead of profiting by the fatal experience of their anceftors,
made but a tranfit from one form of flavery to another ; or
fhook from their orbit, by the vulcanic firuggles of a
revolution, were thrown in fhattered fragments, into 2
political chaos.

Twuis was the melancholy ftate of the world—this
was the fate of degraded man, at the arrival of the glorious
era we now commemorate. By an habitual acquiefcence
in the meafures of tyranny, mankind had forgotten, that
nature made them free! All the revolutions of fociety,
had made no change in their condition—all the blood
poured upon the altar of freedom, had been confumed by
the flame of difcord—a fable cloud was drawn over the
reafon of man, and the whole horizon' of human fociety
was enveloped in undiftinguithed night ! Momentary
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flathes of intelle® were feen ammdit the dark turbulence of
nations, which added horror to the difmal profpe& and
difcovered the human faculties, crufhed between facerdotal
tyranny and military defpotiim : and the devoted race,
avait:ing in tears of blood, the moment, when the burfting
torth of light, fhould difcover the rights of afli®ed hu-
manity,

AT length, when the fullnefs of time was accom-
piith=d, the archieve of myfterious fate, was opened and
ditclo:ed the happy deftiny of AMerica! The genius of
Columbua, ifluing forth from the weft, in her ghttering
car ; cloathed with ¢ parentai glory and cr:zative smight”
rode wide into the chaotic aby{s of deipotifm ; and with
the compafs of the rights of nature, deicribed the limits of
the continent—*¢ Siience ye troxbied <wav:s, and peace ye
swarring elements, vour disccrd emd I Thus far let free-
dom’s empire come—thefe be thy bounds America ;—
and hence oh! tyranny, be thy proud bhillows ftayed !
< Let there be lizht! and at tbe omnific word, the bykt
sprang forth I”—The fun of freedom emerging from the
gloom, in bright refuigence, arofe upon the new formed
world, and bleffed mankind, with this aufp:cious day ! |
Roufed by the dawn, the fleeping nation awoke to reno-
vated life, and in the commanding voice of natue, declared

their IN. EPENDENCE:®

From this fplendid era; as from a new creation, the
mind of man aflumed its natal dignity—freed from the
iron fceptor of imperial pride, 2 generous emu.ation fired
his heart and led him on to virtue and to glory ! While
human excellence in other climes, crept floly on ¢ with tim-
ed caution, through the gloomy vale of obfcurity, dread-
ing, the prifon, the dagger, or the poifoned bowl ;" here
it boldly walked upon the illumen’d itage : confcious of
merited applaufe and dignified pre-eminence. The natural
objects which furrounded them, the rugged mountains,
the unlimited forefts and expanfive plains, infpired Ame-
ricins with a fenfe of primzval Liberty. Far from the
clamours of the eaftern world, the willing foil was culti-
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vated, and vielded in luxuriance to t'ze labeurs of induftri-
cus agricuitaie.  The mind emancipated from the yoke
of fanaucifm, paid its cagwous adoratmns, uCLOl‘dmg
to the diQates of confuience, and Sdence no tonger veiled in
the mylicries of fupertition, cheered the hunan intele®,
with her animating {fmiles. Under the influence of thefe
moral and phvﬁcal caufes, ths nght ot eftabhthing rules
of civil conduct, prefented itlelf to “Arnicricans, as an infep-
arable appurtenance to their nature and neceflanily con-
re&ed with tire means of happinefs. ~

In purfuit of this great obje® Amecricans affociated
their moral energies, and as the happineis of every man
depended upon the acquifition, th: :forts ot all were en-
gaged. Auimated bv example, and glowing with ardour
in the mighty purpofe, they pledged their lives, their
fortunes and their facred honor” for tie maintainance of
their Independence! And this declaration evinces the fo-
lemnity of the compa@—it 1s couched in the nervous

language of nature; it contains not the accents ot phrenfy,
or the frothy ravings of riotous licentioufnefs: But the

ferene and folemn fle of calm plilofophy.—We fee not
therefore upon this event the paifions of Americans, {wel-
led into a torrent by the impulfe of their wrongs, and with
refiftiefs rapidity inundating the mounds of private virtue
and focial order; we fee not the citizens like bands of
affaffins reeking with blood— ptercing with ruthlefs cruelty
the bofoms of defencelefs females and bearing their wreath-
ing infants in agcny on their fpears ! Nor do we fee licenti-
oufneis dancing to the jargon notes of civil difcord, and
trampling the {anctions of religion in the duft! No: We
behold a number of independent circles, relinguithing all
local confiderations, peacefully and iolcmnly confederating
their powers for common defence, and joining in a folemn
league for mutual prefervation. And although in this
lcague there was no provifion for national legiflation : as
they were all actuated by the fame {pirit and in purfuit of
the fame objects : the bonds of focial order and private
right were preferved; while under the guidance of the
michty Gexixs of their common country, they refifted the
1ntiigues of Defpotifm and maintained their indrpendence,
nromh the ftrugoies of an arduous war.
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Bur as the progrefs of rational liberty, emerging
from bondage, muft be gradual, the American flates ex-
perienced, the imbecillity of their fedzralcenpa@. A con-
grefs of delegates were therefore fele@ed from the mafs of
t: nation, and affzmbled to deliberate upon a permanent
form of government,

Tue fcience of conftructing a focial compa®, being
experimental, was difficult of difcuffion @ p»iors.—In look-
irg to the experience of humankind, on this important
fubje®, all nations prefented them with the melancholy
fcene of command and fubmiffion; al! their focial organ-
1zations were animated by the fpirit of defpctifm, and
exhibited either the grifly forms of Tyramny or diftorted
Licentiousness.—A&uated however by the pure motives
of patriotifm and univerfal philanthropy, they purfued
with ardour the accomplithment of a plan, that fhould
have justice for its obje& and bappiness for its end.

IT was difcovered, that the paffions and affe&ions of
human nature, had operated in all ages, to the prejudice
of order—-and the exattions of authority in derogation of
right, it became an object therefore to ballance thefe dif-
cordant principles in a political machine, that fhould move

with harmony to their reciprocal impulfe,

As the authority of this congrefs did not extend to
the delegation of national fovereignty ; the principle of
equality, as refulting from the nature and conftitution of
man was held inviolate : It was therefore contemplated,
that every individual whofe rights were involved in the
fundamental regulation fhould give his voluntary confent
to the inftrument.

WitH thefe exalted views of the fubje®, the wifdom
of the nation was exerted, and at length prefented a com-
pa&, containing the public will ;—a {olemn defignation
of powers proceeding from the voice and confent of the
people to be governed, before their coercion was exer-
cifed ; a code of fundamental maxims, whici were not
Jeft in the delcretion of pubiic fun®ionaries, to make
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the focial order of the fubordinate community, by diilolv-
ing it at pleafure, into an unconnected chaos of elementary
atoms: but it was a permanent and rec:frocal contract
made by the whole community ;—a pertrerfhip 1 al
{cience—in all art—in all virtue, rot cnly bctween the
living, but between them and 2ll polterity 3 1ts stapls
are public peace and private fecurity. and its gam tise

happinefs of ail.

This was the organick <onilitution of the A menican
Body politick ; framed upon the principles of nature, its
Herculean limbs were formed for ftrength and acivity--
its heart was ftrung for thc region of a mighty foul, and
its head enlarged for the Temple of wifdom ! Thus form-
ed and modified, the nation breathed into it the fpirit ot
life—it arofe with majeftick port, and flanding upon a
rock in the attitude of defenfive firmnefs : 1t fhields the
rights ¢f man againft the a. ~uits of defpotifm.

In the exclufive enjoyment of political fecurity, i
cannot bs an unpleafirg tafk for Americans, to examine
the ftruture of a government, in the admuniftration of
which they enjoy fuch dittinguithed profperity.

Tre fovereignty or fupreme authority in this go-
vernment exifts oniy in moral contemplation, and refidea
in the broad bafed Fairick of the whole nation; 1. com-
bines therefore ¢ the beneficence, wifdom and power of
fociety in its primary capacity,” and the mind of each
member, forms an integral part in the combinaticn of
thefe attributes, and participates equally in their aggregats
exercife.

In the phyfical application of thefe principles, the
conftitution prohibits all heriditary orders, and confining
honor to the meritorious, refers the choice of puhlick func-
tionaries to the voice of the nation. Thlus fecured againt
the ftrides of ufurpation, the exeicife of the political will
s delegated to ti.ree co-ordinate departments: the one to
prefcribe rules oi civil conduct, anather to eniovce the
obfervance of thefe rules, and a third to execute the will
of the nation in Ler foreizn and Jdomeftic relations ; and
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thefe fcveral departments of phvficalagency are fo limited
and modified, as to a&t in comncidence, in giving fell efe@
to the volition of the nitional entity.

Tue Department for legiflation is compofed of per-
fons from every part of the nation; who heing called to
the exercife of the higheft human authority, are fele@ed
by thofe on whom that authority is to orerate; this
body confifts of two branches, each of which occupy ex-
clusive, as weil as concurrent trufls.

Tue Houfe of Reprefentatives being the more im-
mediate choice of the people, are folely entrufted with the
affairs of the revenue, as all bills concerning that fubject
are required to originate with them. This being the
popular branch of the national congrefs, reprefents the
feelings and interefis of their conflituents, and from the
fhortnef(s of the period for which they are eletted, the
local circumftances of every part of the nation are inti-
mately known and communicated : {o as to apportion the
burthen of natisnal expenditure, according to the circum-
flances of each particular c'afs of individuals.

As it is of importance to {ocial juftice, that the peo-
ple fhould poffefs the power of arraigning public func-
tionaries for a&s of official enormity, and as this power
could not be exercif:d by the mafs of citizens, without
endangering the peace of fociety ; it is confered on that
branch which reprefenting their feelings, are mc & fufcepti-
ble to a ferfe of th:ir wrongs. The Houfe ot Repre-
fentatives have therefore the fole power of impeachment,
in the name and behalf of all the people, and no publick
of:cer, however powerful by delegation, however elevat-
ed by confidence, who may not for a breach of his truft or
zn unconftitutional exercife of his authority : be ftripped of

his robes and arraigned at the bar of national juftice.

Bur as the purity of juftice, admits not the accuser to
be the judge, the conftitution invefts the fenate with judi-
cial cognizance of all crimes and mifdemeanors of which
public tun&ionaries are charged by the Houfe of Repre-
fentatives. ¢ The Senate fhall have the fole power of
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trying impeachments.”  An aflemblage of fages fcleted
from the feveral ftates, for their wifdom, experience and
integrity, hold the scales and the sword of political juftice
to weigh the accufations and punifh the crimes of the
official culprit.

That this exalted court might adminifler equal
juftice to the nation and the accufed, »nd occupy the judg-
ment feat, unawed by the turbulence of accufing ven-
geance, its members are not dependant on the immediate
fuffrage of the people, and hold their feats for a longer
period than the popular branch. And that the door of
vindicatory juftice might at all times be open to the accuf-
ing voice of the nation; one third of this body are bien-
nially eleGted to fill the places which beccme vacant:
whereby it aflumes the ftability of a permanent body
without the danger of ariftocracy.

This dignified affembly, have other important trufts
committed to their charge : they have a voice in the ap-
pointment of publick officers in co-operation with thec Ex-
ecutive branch :—which while it provides for an equable
diftribution of publick honors, gives energy to their judicial

functions.

THE Senate alfo form an eflential feature in the poli-
tical afpe® of the nation, in her exterior views of other
nations.—It is neceflary for the harmony of the world and
for the peaceable attainment of national juftice, that the
body politick, fhould be at all times acceflible to the appli-
cations of other powers, in the courfe of diplomatick nego-
ciation.—That the wifdom of this nation may be delibe-
rately exercifed on the expediency and policy of compaéts,
that the ftate {overcignties might hove a voice in the
exterior concerns of the nation, that her digaity might not
be proftrated by the imbecillity, or her wealith diflipated by
the folly or corruption of a fingle man: the fenate in
relation to this fubject of political ceconomy, have deliber-
ative and controuling authority over executive meafures.

Bur in addition to the feparate and exclufive fun®ions
of the two branches of the legifative order, they are of
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reciprocal importance, when acing in coincident deiibera-
tion. As the congr:fs of the United States, the efiential
fubj=&s of nationz! legiflation, embracing the whole muni-
cipal concerns of focietv, are exprefslv cefignated, and
refered to them, in the fundamental compa&.

In the highiy important exercife of this authority, no
rule can pafs iato the {olemnity of a law and derive obliga-
tory fan@ion, but by the concurrence of both branches.
While this provifion adds folemnity to their a&s by afford-
ing * time for deliberation and cifcuffion ;” it furnifhes an
ample fecurity againft facious and inflammatory meafures in
the check which one branch maintains on the other.—In
this diftribution of authority, the fovereignty of the weaker
ttates is preferved by the Senate, againft the influence of
the more wealthy and populous; and the Heufe of Repre-
{entatives holding the refources of revenue, maintain a con-
trouling influence over all meafures of fenate, which con-
template public expend:ture.

By this happy orgamzation of the legiflative autho-
rity, we are equally prote@ed from atbitrary exaction and
from licentious relaxation—Dby this are the rights of every
ftate fecured upon the fcale of empire—and by this is the
dignity of the nation maiatained in her exterior and foreign
reitions.

WiTH this view of the fubje&, who would declaim
againft the policy of twe branches in the legiflative order,
and brand the fenate with the epithet of ariftocracy ?
Would they confide to a fingle chamber, the attributes of
accifer and judge ? Would thev keep this chamber :n
continual feflion for the purpofes of appointing publick
ofhcers and concluding compa.*s with other nations, or
fubmit to the expence of calling a vaft body of Reprefenta-
tives, together for thefe occafional purpofes ?—Or would
they commit thefe important concerns to the exclufive
difcretion of the executive branch >——Would they give
into the hands of one body of funionaries, the publick
purfe with privilege of unreftrained expenditure? Or in
fine would they withold from the ftate fovercignties their
conftitutional agency 1n national mealures ? Such a policy
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would aiffolve the moft falutary checks on authonty—it
would weaken the reciprocal attraition and repulfion which
preferves the harmony of the fyftem. ‘

Tuz iegiflative powers, being thus limited and de-
fined in the primordial contra; the nghts of nature are fe-
cured under the exerciie of the higheft authority. . No
rule of civil condu@ is prefcribed but by the free confent
of thofe who are bound to obferve it ; and when prefcrib-
ed it operates with equal obligation on the governing and
the governed ;—the high and the low, the rich and the
poor are embraced in the provifion with equal protec-
tion and controul, without regard to wealth or indigence,
eminence or depreflion! Nor are thele rules when made,
left to a capricious or arbitrary operation : A Judicial tri-
bunal is provided for their equabie and univerfal applica-
tion.

In the exercife of this authority, the Judicial de-
partment have cognizance of all queftions where the na-
tiona! intereft is concerned—where the contra@s, the com-
merce or authority of the empire come into forenfic liti-
gation ;—and of all cafes between individuals, which arife
under the national laws and conftitution. And in addition
to the difpenfation of diftributive juftice, thefe funcion-
aries form a falutary check upon the exercife of legifla-
tive power, by their judgment of the conftitutionality of
its a&s.—If thro’ the clamour of popular prejudices—if
in the heat of confliting interefts and zeal of contending
Parties; a law fhould pafs the deliberative departments,
1n derogation of the fundamental compa@&—in defpite of
the written will of the nation: 1ts fermenting mifchiefs are
ncutralized in the alembic of Judicial authority.

Tuar juftice might not be fubje& to the perturba.
tion of human pafions and prejudices ;—that its admi-
niftration might be uninfluenced, by popular motives—
by wealth or the menaces of legiflative inquifition; its
funtionaries are placed upon the eminence of integrity
and honor—the tenure ot their office 1s the performance
of their truft.

Bur even this repofitory of facred right, even this
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holy fanQuary ; is not an affvlum from the vengeance of
an injured country. 1t by a profan= proftraticn of judi-
cial dignity, a judge fhould invade the rights of the na-
tion or of an individual: he may be dragged from the
judgment feat to the bar of his couutry, and conftrained
to parucipats in that juthce which he unnghteoufly with-
held trom others.— 'hus are the nights which refult from
focial regulation effetuaily fecured by impartial adminii-
tration ;—thus are the pnm:xplcs of government phyfical-
:{ applied to the promotion of humzn happinefs, and thus

ces the attnbute of juﬁxce, harmonife and controul the
political powzrs of the nation.

But all the moral fun&ions of the body politic,
could not be periormed by legiflative and judicial agents:
It was necctfary that the pohncal will of the nadcn
fhould be rcprefented by an executive magifiraic, who
fhonld conftitute the watchful guardian—the vigilent cen-
tinal over the repoiitory of delegated nighs.

THis honorable truft is cenfided to a Prefident of
the United States. But even this exalted fun@ionary-—
the head of the political body, a&s not from the impulfe
of his own wili ! His duties, his authonty anc ref{ponfibi-
lity are defignated and defined in the original contra&.
And altho’ hxs nowers are extenfive and would in their
unlimited exercife be dangerous to hiberty : yet as they
proceed from the vorce of “the people and are defined in
their focial regulation, they ceafe to be ternble 5 particu-
larly zs this great officer like the reft, may be xmpead*-
ed for treafons againit the majesty of the laws.—For this
office 1s not the hereditary birthright of any favoured fa-
mily—it is the offspring ol national fuffrage ! The Pre-
fident is ele@ive once in four years, and if within that pe-
riod he fhould deviate from his conititutional ordit, he
may ko hurled from his fphere, by the awakened ven-
geance ot his country and purfued with tie angry curfe of
rerpetual diqualification.

BT the Amernicaa chara&er, admits with reluctance,
the poa.\ Ixtv of feeing in the Prefidential feat, an objedt
ad wreth s sid expe mfpires the hope, that
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the tenebrious event will never bappen.—\iready have
the virtues of a Masuingten, fan&inied toe executive Car,
—already has the unthaken Adawms, direted 1ts pregrels,
tiro” the tempeft of faction and the labvrinths of mtrigue;
—and now doees the philofophic Feffirson, held the rens,
on the plane of pubiick tranguwiiiy !

It 1s however our happy deftiny my countrvmen, to
be governed by /aws and not by men !—Our liberties de-
pend rot upon the virtues or vices of publick officers,
—they are depofited in that inviolable fanctuary—the
Constitution ’-—\Vhy then fhould the publick mind be agi-
tated, or domeftic harmony be difturbed by the clamours
of ele¢tion ?*—Why fhould the native candour of freemen
be veiied in the mvﬁcry of intrigue, and the {pirit of
diffenfion create invidious diftinctions >—The alternate
fuccefs of confli®ing parties cannot change the immortal
nature of our pohtxcal exiftence, or would it have ficken-
ed and expired under the convulfive throes of domeftic
difcord !—It is however degrading the magranimous cha-
racter which marks the formation of the focial {yftem, to
abufe its authority ; and evinces a fallen degeneracv, to
difturb the peace of fucha government, by impious here-
fies againft its adminiftration.

WHAT American, can look into the corruption and
miferies of other governmeuts—can behold his fellow-
men, there devoted to the impericus commands of a maf-
ter and marching nto the jaws of death, under the awe
of his frowns; without tummg with complaifant appro-
bation to the peaceful and fmiling s of his own
country.

Our focial fyftem, prelents to the contemplative
mind, the utmoft exertion of human wifdom !—In it wa
behold, upon the ruins of demolithed defpotifm, a poli-
tical cdifice, foadmirably framed and finithed witn fuch
cxquifite art, that we are loft in determining whether
beauty ot f’crrngth prevails in the order of its archi tec-
ture !—An edince whofe hafe is the immutable princip'es
of Juftice—its walls rendered tranfparent with truthe and




[ 18 ]

furred by the rule of naturu! right, arc cemented with
puhlic fpmt and love of courtry ;—ii5 arariments aredi-
Juminated by the rivs of sefmee—its porisls are cuarded
Uy the arm of waasewizy and its aconomy fabmited to
the empire of virfue

Tsas= formation of this covernmant pre 2nted to the
aftonithel iniabitants ot the eait, a phenomenon in
ethicks :— fursra, 1 the wat, opening the gates ot hzht
upen the moral world !

A numiber of ieparate flates, ipread over a wide
ctrcumierence of continzat, having different local interetts
and various polity, cond:nfed into a focial mafs—gceverned
by genci eral lawe, and cemented by general intercit: et
pr-l»rv ng tacir dometbic res u‘"ma and indenemience.—
A leg'{litive, execative and julicial authority, exclufively
exercifed within cach feparate circle, witnout mtq‘»:adm'J the
operations of the comhned fyflem of the nation ! Ltke
the order of the univ-rfe, each focxal iphzre ingves in 1ts
urbit, round the political szz, whica turning on its axis
in the centre o the fitem ; prefrves the harmony of
their revoiutions, while 1t co.ninumeares e gemal nflu.
ence of 1ts ravs,

ThHis vaft combination of foversignty is apnortioned
and diiributed vpon the fcale ot jusiice and ega..iv, and
the cxercifs of .ts coertion, 1s confiftent with the r:z{s and
conducive to the boppiaess of man.

In the excrcife of Lzgislation, we {ee not the defpotic
edits of a Tvrax:, luing hot from the furnace of his paf-
fions anl commanding u'bmlﬁion and chains ‘—-But we
fec a boqs of L.ien, chox’ln by the free voice of their fel-
Jovrs, ¢ itberating en and ef*abhﬂ\mg rules for the regula-
tion of co:}.uuct . rules which have for obm& puthk
peace and private happinefs.

In the Fadicial tribunal, judtice is not dreffed in the
terrors of inquifition ;—no racks and ‘tortures to wring
confelitons rrom the trembling Guiprit : the folemn god-
dets, clothed with integrity and mdepcndcncc, holding in
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one hand the f:2¢ of reaiprocity, and in the other, the
swerd of 1lhce, ith digmfed muldneis weichs the ac-
tic_ 3 of men, by an eftablifhed ard univerizl ftandard : ard

when the fmites the cuity, her face s vetled in toars.

Tue Exccziive majeitiate, prefents not the dircful
frowns of a Lufpot, hurling angry \"l‘Qt‘a“C" at ﬂ:\ Fum-
bied flaves, and chu.lmro his Cevored fuircis with a rod
of iron '—In kim we fee the caretu! aFections of 2 fither
to his country, wic.ling ro scpure but the Lir—cnior-
cing po w2l but the cozsliiul. .

Ix this eraanization of feetety, the principles of conal
rcht and ox t\;u:n ;m e are preferved a phyfiilap k-
cat:on, and the refult 1s **focial .’.:m’r Tke enadur g
Judu.al and coercive 'zut'mnt:c. cnftitute the “ doniinicn
of beneficence and pe‘xc ™ Tke fornmms of all autkori-
ty onginatng in each focnal circle, al {ter meandring threvzh
and n.rrem.n the heeke communizes whence tl.e\ proceoe,
mect 1In mic htv confluence, and forin a vatt arzen o -
tributive atics, which every irndividual in the nation has
an equal r ‘ght to mrtimel.

Uxprr the aufpices of fuch 2 governmert, wi
the fanctions of focicty, originate i the public volte—
where the po“ ers delegated, can only reitrain Ecentioviners
and not reprefs the exarcife of virtue—wkcre the roint of
richt is attamed 1n every moditeation of powsr and ‘r-::::
happirels compleated in the truitien of r"::;‘rc:.‘.: R Rt
the human misd acquires its native dignity, and expan.
under the influence of Coercion.

) o

-

Here mankind adore the Ged of nature, “n that form
which confcience di@ates ;—no longrer fhook by ti: e terrors
of ecclefiaftical im.-u-\atx:n, or itartl=d by the fli: B Vil

cns of myitsrious fanatactim @ his mind con temiplates the
wide fcene of nature and is Ied through the immenitty of
the univerle to nature’s GOu.-——ALK"O\\'s‘;‘(i“U‘" no natutal
fuperior but the King of neaven, the h‘..rf ot man {well
wltb gratitizde and be ne\'ole.r.;‘e ye-Tejoid ng n exiiience and
the gltts of nature, hisoalis elevated with pict ty and joy :
‘“ a virtuous independence is the fun w.‘xich iradiztes the
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mornne of his dav-—warms its noon—-tinges the ferene
evening with pleafing varietv, and on tke pillow of religi-
cus hone ke finks to repofe, upon the bofom of Provi-
dence.”—Here the gifts of knawledge are not confined to
any orcer of men for the purpofe of fubjugating the reft :
it 13 made an ohje€ of primal inflitution, ¢ to promote the
progrefs of fcience ”  The great Father and preferver of
his countrey hath made it his laft requeft, that this objeét
thould be purfuel with zealous affiduity by his ccuntry-
men ; and mav we not hope that under the aufpices of his
prefent enhg tened fucceflor, Lis benevolent wifhes will be
real:ized ?  That the fhade of our belcved Wasu1xcToN,
may behold with complaifan-v, the fors of Columbia, rara-
ing through the circle of fcience, in a hou'e dedicated to
his name, and meet with rapture, the genius of his coun-

trymen, foarinz on nervous pinons, through the dazzling
mazes of mtellect !

But aur focial compa&, not only furnithes the mo-
ral means of happirefs—it provides us with phyfical re-
fources! The extent and fertility of our country, fuggeft
the advantages of agriculture.—With eafy induftry, the
fruitful foil teems with abundance to fupply our own
wants, and a profufion fer the wants of other nations ;
the conftitution has therefcre commanded the legiflature
“ to regulate commerce with foreign nations.” It is
commerce which gives a fpring to the efforts of the in-
duftrious hufhandman—it i1s commerce that foftens his
labour with the hopes of gain ; and while 1t brings to his
deor, in exchange for the fruits of his toil, the comforta-
ble elegancies of life; it enriches the coffers of his coun-
try and relieves him from the burthen of taxation.—Nor
are the purfuits of commerce in this enlightened country,
confined or monopolized :—The feas are open to the plan-
ter as well as to the merchant, who after colle®ting the
abundance of his toils in the field, may adventure them
in his own bark, upon the ocean. But experience dic-
tates the utility of preferving a diftinction in thefe pur-
{uits. 7 he agricuitural and coramercial interefts, flourifh
moft, ir co-operation ! The planter by experience, knows
to order the efforts of his labour to greateft advantage;
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and the merchant in his negociations with dittent ports,
learos o diipofe the ftaples of his country to greateft pro-
fi.— A fair and candid reciprocity between thefe claffes of
cinizens, nfpires confidence and promotes their mutual
t reft—i,or does this diftin@ion create a pohitica! difrer.
ence between them : for like Rome we boaft our (incin-
rasus, who has,

¢ Held the fcale of Empire, ruied the torm

“ Of mighty war; then, with unwearied hand,
¢t Difdaining little delicacies, feized

“ The Plovgh!” . . . ..

In the prefent ftate of the world while war with
rapacious ftride is defolating Europe, and with hoflile
trid:nt, adding turbulence to the ocean ; it was wifely
thought, a country fo fruitful of the means ot honorable
and juft defence, * fhould provide and maintaina Navy,”
for the protefion of the natural rights of commercial in-
tercourfe.—Preferving as we have done, amidit the cla-
mours of war, a neutral fituation amongit the nations’of
the earth, it became necefiary to prepare for the mainte-
nance of an inherent right, upon the exercife of which the
profperity of our country fo much depended.—For altho’
the rights of commerce are univerfally acknowiedged; a
flate of hoflility is a {ufpenfion of juftice ; and our fhips
became the common fpoil of belligerent nations.—But
congrefs in obedience to the fundamental command,
eftablithed a navy, under whofe prote&ing thunder, we have
derived the advantages of a right, which would other-
wife havebeen infringed with impunity ; and the American
Eagle has flown triumphant, to the ports of every nation.

By this defenfive regulation, commerce and agri-
culture have flourithed, and by enriching our ewn coun-
try, have fed the inhabitans of an impoverifhed world !—
The ravages of wai have been repelled from our coafts—
our national dignity hasbeen preferved, and peace hasem-
braced our happy continent in her foftering wings.——




