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BATH, FULY §, 1808,

SIR,

WE have been defired by the Republicans of Bath, to tender you
their thanks for the correct and patriotic Qration, delivered by you on
the 4th inftant, and requeft a copy thereof for the prefs.

aczept, Siry the assurances of our respect and esteer.

DAVID STINSON.
ROBERT BOSWOQORTH.

J. WINGATE, jun.
_ CgmmitteC:

BENJAMIN AMES, Esquire.

FATH, sULY 6, :R08.

GENTLEMEN,

IN complying with your request, and the desire of the Republicans
of Bath, I am sensible I subject myself to the eye of criticism. But, as
I love my fricnds, and value the cause of Republicanism, I should do
wnjustice to my own feelings by refusing to gratify the wishes of the
fci:mer, or withholding my feeble testimony to thef excellence of thic
atler.

I remain, Gentlemen, very respect fully, your obedient fervant,

BENJAMIN AMES.

Mcssrs. DAvVID StiNsON,
RoBerT BoswortH,
and J. WINGATE, jun.
Committee of the Ke.
publicans of Bath,
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FRIENDS, COUNTRYMEN, AND FELLOW-CITIZENS,
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ri_ O recount and perpetuate by honelt commenda-
tion the great and glorious deeds of a nation is a fure mark
of a grateful and magnanimous people, while it preferves to
the living 2 nich legacy in the example of the dead, and is
the only acceptable reward that man can offer the departed
worthies of his country. Hence originated the cuftom
among thofe nations, moft famed in hiftory and rich in
glory, of commemorating by public celebrations thofe
important events, which evidently gave birth to the faireft
features of their national characters. England, France,
Rome, and Greece, have marked in their annals days
which ever received their folemn remembrance. Some of
their celebrations brought to recollection the daring char.
acter, the mad career, the wild exploits of their favored
tyrant. Some brought again to view the crimfoned ficld,
grown higher with the dead, over which they travelled to
reach their imaginary point of glory; while others awake
the memory of fome religicus, but falfe, enthufiaft, whofe
furiated mind was reconciled only by the mifery of thofe,
who differed from him in opinion.  As fuch have been the
caufes of ancient celebrations, and fuch the men, who were
detfied amcing the inhabitants of the old world, whofe
ftatues after death attracted the admiration of the gazing
multitude—fhall the birth day, not only of our nation and
Independence, but of our political falvation, pafs in filence ?
Would not our fathers, whofe heads have grown grey in
defence of their country, but whofe fouls are ftill animated
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with the divine {park of feventy-fix——would they not mourn
the ingratitude of their fons; and would not fuch degen.
eracy be recorded on high. to prove us more favage than
the tyrant, who opprefled us! Charity forbids even the
inverted eye of jealouly and party prejudice, to point out
a fingle individual, truly American, who does not welcome
with pleafing {enfadons the return of this day, which freed
us from opprefiien, enrolled us in the hit of independent
nations, ftamped on us our own characteriitic, and pointed
us to eminence and glory.

T'he caufes, which prompted our forefathers to quit their
native land, the circumstances, which attended their fettle-
ment in this new world, the events, which led to the Ameri-
can Revolution, and the eftablilhment of our independence
and government, are facts well known to every enlightened
American, They have been told with anxious, pleafing fo-
ficitude by the father to his fon, and become the mother’s
tullaby to her lifping infant.  But the name of Wasning-
Ton will always delight the American ear, and pofterity
will hear with rapture the hiftory of their fathers, the story
cf battles, fieges, fortunes, and ¢ difaftrous chances,’ that
they have paffed by ¢ flood and field” for the purchafe of
freedom. With your leave then, I will a ¢ plain unvar.
nithed tale’ relate of all our fathers fuffered, and we
acquired, by our revolutionary ftruggle, and the eftablifh-
ment of our Independence ; and in this nothing ¢ exten-
uate or aught fet down in malica.”

From the commencement of the reign of Henry the 8th
in 1509, to that of William the 2d in 1689, the reformed
religion of England and that of the eftablithed Church of
Kome, continually difturbed the peace of the kingdom,
and produced fcenes of death and horror 5 each in its turn
receiving the fupport of government, or the vengeance of
holy malignity, of lordly pride, of barbarous dogmatifm,
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ad relentlels intolerance, just as the caprice of the mo-
ment, or frenzy of a bithgp fhould influence the feclings
of his mof? Excellent Majeffy. Henry the §th was a cath-
mc, and murderea the proteftants. Edward, his fucceflor,
‘vas a proteftant, and oppofed the church of Rome and its
{ollowers,.while Mary, Edward’s fuccefior, was a cathoiic,
repealed all the ecclefiaftical laws of her predeceffor, and
with the bones of the proteitants erected a religicus mon-
dment . to perpetuate the memory of Ler reign. Thele
changes centinued through the fucceeding reigns to Wil-
‘tam the 3d, and in their confequences prove, that no hu-
n.an depravity can cqual revenge and cruelty, when covered
with the mantle of religion. Thus denied the privilege of
worfhipping God according to the dictates of their own
confciences, broken down alfo with the weight of taxes, and
{ubject to the defpotifm of princes without control, whofe
fundamental principles of government fprang from ufurpa-
tion, and were'fupported enly by the {trong arm of power,
our forefathers left their native country, and in 1620 this
new world hailed them the perfecuted fons of irecedom.
Many were the difficulties attending thefe bold adven.-
.rers. Uptaught in the principles of felf-government,
.cy had no king tc teach them cvilization. Made of
uman materials, they fometimes flumbered, and had not
¢ happy privilege of a tafk-mafter to drive the goddefs
-f rest from their weary limbs, and kecep them from floth.
overs of liberty, they had no fupercilious, hypocriticat
bithop to give their confciences rule.  Imperfect, they were
iizble to err, and had no Pope to pardon their fins. But
as fubftitutes for thefe dleffings, reafon was their guide in
‘civilization, humanity their tatk-mafter, canfcmnce their
- Bifuap, and God the forgiver of their fins. Thus fortified,
and apparently guided by t the hand of fome divine asent,

they began tie work of a nation ; and although expoied
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to hunger, thirft, heat and cold, without any’ protéétion to
fhelter them even from the elemetits of Heaven, they with:
ftood every impending florm, broke down 2ll oppofition,
and led the way to wealth, happinefs, and national rdfpe'cta-
bihity. *

This Amerizan child however had fcarcely rifen froth the
cradle of infancy, when England, ﬁrucrgling undet the weight
of a heavy and accumulating debt,faw in its features mfdom,
ftrength, and manhood. France now claimed the privi-
lege of trade from the St. Lawrence to the Miflifippi, which
was infinitely important to the interefts of Great-Britain.
The right was difputed, war enfued. England called ;
the Americans bled ; and at the defeat of Braddock,
Wafhington conwnced the world that expenence IS hot
the perfection of a general.

What was the return of our kird, and affectionate, and
tender mother for this fignal act of favor and facrifice: of
life ? Did fhe pay us tribute { Did fhie fend us the Taxwries
of her country, or one drop of the * milk of human kirid-
nefs ?’  Yes! fuch luxuries as Cromwell 'offered Charles
the 1st, death for fubmiilion. Grenville introduced in
the Britith Houfe of Commcns the famous bill for taxing,
on all occafions, the American colonies without reprefenta-
tion in Parliament; a principle, in fupport of whith'' né
precedent could be found in Englifh hiftory. This child
of deformity, this political monfter of the royal family;co-
ceived in madnefs and with folly begottan was palmed; for
fupport, on his Majefty’s good fubjects in North Ariéficd.
Memorials were prefented from the colonies, denyitig the
right of Britain to tax America ; m=intaining that raxition
and reprefentaum walk hand in hand, ¢ like twin-born
babes, that never mean to part.”” Thefe petitions were
rejected with contempt, not being permitted to be read
before the Houfe of Commons ; and the ftamip act Bill
received the Roval aflent.
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A general gloom now veiled the whole face of America ;
fignals of deepeft diftrefs appeared in every quarter of the
country ; bufinefs was paralifed ; and the courts of juitice
clofed. Our griex‘?}lggﬁ vere again laid before parlia-
ment, and Pitt, aftér,@' ord Chachana (in gratitude to this
great and good man be it fpoken)in a ftrain of eloquence,
perhaps never equalled, fupported the American claim.
The ftamp act was repealed ; but duties impofed on glafs,
tea, paper and paints. A Board of Commiflioners, con-
fifting of Britifh hirelings, was now eftablithed , our offi-
cers of juftice made accountable only to the King ; and,"
to fill up the meafure of Britith oppreflion, Bofton became
the head-quarters of a banditti, initiated in all the myfteries
of carnage and murder. The fyftem of taxation and bills
of prohibition continued, and increafed, till forbearance
became difhonorable; and fubmiffion flavery. But Ameri-
cans always reafonable, always honorable, always mild,
knowing it better to fufler any tolerable evils, than to
engage in war, in ’74 affembled their firft Congrels at
Philadelphia, for the purpefe once more of ftating their
grievances, and peiitioning their fovereign to redrefs them.
They addrefled him in the language of humility and peace,
though with firmnefs and preciffion. They told him the
hardfhips they had fufiered, and the dangers they had
encountered, that their children might have an tnheritance
where they could rest their heads in fafety. They fpake
to him in the voice of reafon, and plainly demonfirated the
injuftice and cruelty of his demand. The prayer was heard
and the arguments treated, as would be thofe of a chiiftian
in favor of chriftianity, when addrefled to a mahometan
—with contempt, and the petitioners with injury and infult,

The awful, critical, and all impertant crifis had now ar-

rived, and the dazzling fplendor of the American morn
B
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{feemed to have rifen to fet in darknels, calamity and blood.
For a moment, dificulty, doubt, and uncertainty, pailed

the fenfes and puzzled the will. On one hand ftood war,
with all its concomitant evils and ill-fated confequences;
on the other appeared the frightful wifion of {lavery,

¢ Upon whofe eye-balls murd’rous tyranny
¢ Sits in grim majelty, to fright the world.”

The only inquiry was, {hall not the {oii of America nour-
ifh the tree of Liberty ? Shall the fields, we have cultivated,
become the refdence of lords and tafk-mafters f Shall we
be doomed to eternal flavery, and drag the galling chain
for life, or torn from our native country; from’that foll
where hope had promifed every enjoyment from the cradle
to the grave; from that fpot, which was endeared to us
by recollection that it once was the inheritance of our
fathers, where every object brought to view the virtues
that followed their grey hairs to the dust? Shall the mo.-
ther be torn by the favage hand of fome mifcreant from
her tender offspring, in whom her whole happinefs cen-
tres? Shall fhe, whofe heart with fond anxiety ¢ flutters
round the child fhe loves,” be feparated from the only
object that can endear exiftence ! Be our plam anfwer
this—the God, in whom we trust, was our fathers’ guar-
dian ; the goods we poflefs are the fruits of our own
Jabour ; and the liberties we enjoy are the natural rights
of man.

Here the goddefs of Freedom awoke from her midnight
flumbers, and on every front was tamped Liberty or Death. -
One flame animated every breaft—one motion moved the
whole body=~for their country’s falvation concentrated
every foul to one point. They drew the {word, kneeled
to the altar of Freedom, and to her {wore eternal ﬁ.alt}
Deity witneffed the juftice of their caule, and interpofed in
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stheir behalf ; while the irrefiftible force of free-born
Americans, and the vengeance of heaven, taught proud
England the error of her ways—and Columbia was free.

Is there any father here, whofe fon bled on the heights
of Charleftown ? in honour to his memory we will tell
pofterity that he fleeps with WaRrRREN, on Bunker’s Hill
Is there any fon here, whofe father feil in war at Benning-
ton? he died honorably in the field of battle, with other
choice {ouls, and is buried in glory. 1s there any mother
here, whofe darling child perithed in the flames of Charies.
town? we have tears for the mother, prayers for the
facrifice, but vengeance for the deltroyer. Is there any
one here, who loft a limb at the battle of Saratoga ? it was
a glorious exchange for the furrender of a B itith general,
Is there any one here, who, barefoot and hungry, was m
the famous retreat of the American army through the
Jerfeys to the Delaware? he was fhaded by the laurels of
WasHINGTON’s brow. Are there any here, who foughtin
the fiege of Yorktown? they were the brave aflociates of
LincoLN,who received the flag of Cornwallis,and terminat-
ed the American war. But how fhall we fympathize with the
dead, or exprefs cur gratitude for thofe departed worthies,
who fought, bled, and conquered ! How can we weep for
them, when they have ftolen away our hearts ¢ How can
~we honor them, when they are the honor of our country !
'This bright conttellation rofe in honor, and fet in glory.—

‘Their funeral rites have been performed. So let them reft.

¢¢ L.ay the dead heroes graceful in the grave,

¢ The caly honors they can now reccive ;

¢ And fragrant mould upon their bodies throw,

¢« And plant the warrior-laurel o’er theiv brow,

¢ Light lie the earth and flourifb green the bough.”’

What were the feelings recalized at the approach of
Independence, you who cxpected the chans of flavery. and



heard the loud trumpet found the alarm of war; you, who
faw the living hghtning play, and heard the muttering
thunder roll ; you, who faw the crimfoned field, and heard
the dying groans; vou, whofe garments were rolled in
blood, can beft determine. We, who have only heard the
{tory from our fathers, and counted their glorious wounds,
will ever cherifh a filial gratitude for the invaluable bleflings
they purchafed, and will reverence almoft to enthufiafin,
their venerable characters, and imitate their example.

In this fituation we could not boaft of genuine liberty ;
for freedom unqualified and without rule, wiil not aid the
purfuit of happmefs. On the 4th of July ’76, whofe an-
niverfary we this day celebrate, the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, conceived by the beloved, patriotic, immortal
JerFr: RsoN, diffolved all political connexion between this
country and the crown of Great Britain, ¢ This deciara.
lon-may be correctly denominated the birth day of our
nation, when, as its infant genius was ufhered into paiitical
exiltence, a lambent flame of glory played around its brow
in prefage of its future greatnefs.”” Articles of confedera-
tion and perpetual union had been formed and accepted by
the {everal states, but by a fair experiment of feveral years
were found infufficient for the purpofes of a political com.-
pact. ¢ By their {uffrages, free as the vital air, the people
felect and delegate” the virtues, wifdom, and pateiotifm of
the country to form tHe conftitutional bafis of their na.
tional government; and the refult of this convention,
produced by one of the happieft and moft extraordinary
efforts of united talents, at length appears. It was difeufled,
accepted——and we have a conflitution, |

Say, fellow-citizens, have you not profpered under a
republican form of government ! Have you not enjoyed
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the dictates of conicieace, and worthipped God in vour
own way ¢ Has not the hand of induftry filled the mouth
of the laborer, and the Ammerican canvas travelled in the
winds of every clime ;. Has 1ot improvement in the arts
and {ciences exceeded former example ? Have you not
been ¢ happy at home and refpefted abroad °  Judge of
your own by the fituation of other countries. Africa is
mixed with the different thades of crime and degradation,
whofe inhabitants are the ftaple commodity of their coun.
try. The traces of Alexander, the piilar of Pompey, and
{plendid ruins, are all we have to venerate. Liberty has
here no refting place. Iznorance and fuperftition intercept
the light of reafon, the chains of flavery are the mere
rattles of the people, and the prophecy of Ezekiel is indeed
verified.

As we approach the fhores of Afia, we are met by the
complaining fpirits of thofe murdered by the wicked
decrees of Impey, under the adminiftration of Haftings.
Ignorance, barbanity, fuperftition, apd impiety, are their
cardinal virtues. Their fouls are black and debafed, and
their necks feem”moulded to the yoke of {flavery. -

As we pafs, duty requires, and our feelings ditate, the
remembrance of Poland. We have tears for her. She
was once powerful, generous, brave, and happy ; but 1s
now the * empty and bloody fkin of an immolated vicum.”
We reverence her generals, we pity her fate, and will call
down the vengeance of Heaven, upon the robbers of her
liberty.

Switzerland too, brave hardy Switzerland, demands oux
pity. But, fhould we ftop to weep over the misfortunes
of Kurope, our tears would gliften in the rifing {fun and
increafe the dews of night.  We haften to Italy.
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{lere with altonifhment sve meet a Czfar, there with
admiration a Cicero ; here with refpect due to greatnefs,
we meet a Cincinnatus, there with veneration a Cato, and
with love due to female pertection, we mect 2 Lucretin.—
But the die 15 caft.  Thofe northern barbarians, fired with
ambition, hung cver Rome like a cloud. Yer litttle did
flie think that this cloud, fmall to appearance, was charged
with thunder and death 5 for fhe was devoted to cafe and
luxury, while her enemies, invited by the fplendor of wealth,
faw her weaknefs, and by right of conqueft claimed her
empire. How do we feel and regret the weaknefs of human
nature ; how ought we to triumph with proud fuperiority
gver every thing,which tends to debale our freedom, wh:n
with retrofpective eye we behold a defolated wild, where
once {tood a flourifhing city ; hear the favage croaking,
where once the ear was charmed with the elequence of
Cicero ; and {: the labors of thofe antient worthies, who

were devoted o their country and God, now funk in ruin ?

But, Americans, what fay you of the two contending,
mighty nowers of Europe ¢ It is fome time fince England
commanded ¢ you rebels,’” to lay down your arms,d:{perfe,
and put on the chains of {lavery. Are you not tired of a
republican form of government ; and begin you not to
whifper monarchy 2 Or do you more admire the plam.
edilts or tame handed rule of Napoleon ¢ Is Bonaparte
ambitious ; and did not the King of England in g3 threaten
deftrultion to the very exiltence of France ¥ Was there
then any alarming outcry or fearfui apprenenfion about
the balance of power ? Is Bonaparte cruel ¢ Does Jaffa
bear teftimony agmainft him of poifoned, flaughtered fol-
diers ¢ But is there a fingle atrecity of Bonaparte in lialy,
Sv.'zerland, or I -vpt, which is not equalled by Rufhia,
Auflria, or Pruffia ; the then dear allies of George the 3d
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in a war, as he termed ii, for the reftoration of religion
and focial order in the devoted kingdom of Poland r—
Does Bonaparte  feel power and forget right’? Has not
England the fame {enfation ? 'What were her pretenfions
for war with Francet In ’93 the opening the Scheld
was the oftenfible caufe. In 'g4 it was the reftoration of
monarchy ; in ’9g indemnity for the paft and fecvrity for
the future, in’g6 the re-eftablifment of focial order, aud
the relations of peace and amity ; laltly the ¢ fine qua
non’’ of Lord Malmifbury! Is the government of Bona-
parte corrupt and oppieflive ¢ So is that of Great Britain,
whofe elections are regulated by the plunderers of the ealt
and the weft ; who by a new fpecies of alchymy have
tranfmuted mnto Iinglith gold the blood of Africa and the
cears of Hindoftan. But war, crime, defolation, and
famine, arz not our elements. ¥rom this country we
haften to our own, leaving our warmeft vengeance for
Bonaparte and George the 3d to divide among themf{elves.

Planted by the hand of God in this American Canaan,
a land ¢¢ flowing with milk and honey,”” it feems a [pecies
of crime even to complain of evils. But the monfter
difcord, has entered the temple of our peace, and grown
rank on the vitals of our republic. The war of ’93 be-
tween England and France, our Iate enemies and friends,
awakencd revolutionary feclings in the breaft of every
American, and ¢ enlifted the ftrong pafiions of human
nature againit the one and in favor of the other.” Hence
originated in this country the diffzrent applications of the
terms federalift and republican ; the former denoting a
clafs in favor of England and her government, the latter
thofe who were in favor of France, and  republicanifi,
Were the republicans unreafonable .in their attachnuent

at that time to the French coveriunent ¢ Hear the
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voice of WasHinGgTON, then f{peaking to the Irench
mintfter. < 1rejoice, faid he, that liberty, of which vou
have been the invincible defenders, now finds an aflylum
in the bofom of a regularly organized government, a gov-
ernment, which, being founded to fecure the happinefs of
the French people, correfponds with the ardent wiflies of
my heart, while it gratifies the pride of every citizen of the
United States by its refemblance to their own.”” The Re-
publicans, therefore, by this attachment were only adminng
the principles of their own conftitution, and when France
rejected thefe principles, their attachment ceafed.  But the
conftitution of England is ftill the fame, has the fame
charms, is ftill the fame ¢ ftupendous tabric of human
wifdom and invention.”” TFederalifts, thercfore, have cver
been its fecret, zealous, and ftrong fupporters ; though,
while in autherity they did not dare in the face of the peo-
ple to aflaflinate our own conflitution, yet they were poifon-
ing its very vitals, by laws calculated to render a change
neceflary or the people unhappy. But, fellow-citizens,
we are affembled for the purpofe of rejoicing. 1 will not
mar the pleafures of this day by calling to recollection the
Britifh cockades, the Oxford army, the Stamp act, Sedition
faw, Land tax, the 8 per cent loan, and  “:oft of tax-gather-
ers ; who, like a defolating peftilence, overipread our coun-
try in prefage of rcturning flavery. Rather let us rejoice
that in the dark days of federalifm our hberty was pro-
tected by the united wifdom and patriotifm of a Jefferfon,
a Madifon, a Gallatin, a Dearborn, and a Lincoln; whole
fair fame fhall live unfullied in the memory of fucceeding

gf:nerations.

Sl k=
But in thedseset remembrance of better days, we forget

our calamities. O thou fage ot Monticello ! bow foon
has thy clory faded. and thy greatnefs fallen ! Laft weck,

'



