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Lurfengburgh, Fuly 615, 1303.

Tue Committee of Arrangement for celebrating the fourth in-
ftant, return you their fincere thanks for your Oration, delivered on that
day, and rcqueft a copy for publication.

SIR,

Yours refpeétfully,

TIMOTHY LEONARD,
JONAS MORGAN,
ELIAS PARMELEE,

G. TRACY, C’:f’"‘
E. W. WALBRIDGE, -
J. REID,

J- DENISON.
To DAVID ALLEN, Esq.

Lenfingburgh, Fuly 7tb, 1809.
GENTLEMEN,

I xeceivep with great pleafure your note of laft evening, re-
turning me your fincere thanks for the oration which I had the honour
of delivering on the 4th inftant, and requefhing a copy for publication.
‘While I witnefs with gratitude, the great anxiety of my friends, that this
performance fhould be given to the public, I yield to your folicitation
with the greateft relu@ance. Nothing could induce me to this, were it rot
¥or the mifreprefentations which my political enemies are making with
a view to wound my reputation. They are affiduoufly endeavouring to
imprefs a belief on the minds of thefe who did not hear the oration, not
only that I had wilfully flate¢@ many falfchoods, but that I had grofsiy
perverted the facred feriptutes. Thefe infinuations arc as bafe as they are
unfounded. The public are referred to the  tion itfelf, for an entire
refutation of the charges. ‘

I know indeed, that performances of this nature are generally calcu-
lated only for the moment; that they do not commonly outlive the eifcr-
vefcence of feeling which they excite: but as the oration in qucftion,
forms a fort of compendium of hiftorical fa@s, it may be ufeful to thofe
who have not the means of tracing up the chain of our political tranfac-
tions at a fingle view. It being written in great hafte, and the political
events which it recites, croud fo thick upon one another, it is doubtlefs
liable to many imperfe@tions. Befides, it was impoflible, in the compafs
of an oration, to dilate upon all the events, fo as to give each its due and

proper weight. I however, fubmit it to the public, in the hope that the
caufc of truth may be thereby advanced.

Accept my high confideration,

D. ALLEN,
TIMOTHY LEONARD,

JONAS MORGAN,

LELIAS PARMELEE, Commis
GARDINER TRACY, b A””"’”"“V
E. W. WALBRIDGE, rrangement.
JAMES REID,
YAMES DENISON,




ORATION, &ec.

MY FELLOW-CITIZENS,

Thu1s is a day facred to the caufe of liberty and inde-

pendence—It is the glorious anniverfary of the birth
day of a nation—It is the commencement of the
34th year, fince this wide extended continent, emerg-
ing from flavery, burft the chains of defpotifm, and
rofe in magnificence, tc empire and to freedom. It
mutft therefore excite, in the bofoms of Ameéricans,
the livelieft emctions of joy and mutual congratula-
tions. |

Yes, America now holds a proud rank among the
nations of the earth, and is the only fpot on the Globe,
that can boaft of liberty in a republican form »f gov-
ernment. :

I come not here, however, to detail to you, my
fellow-citizens, the caufes which led to this indepen-
dence and freedom of country. I come not here to
recount to you, the fcenes of blood and carnage which
marked our courfe through an eight years war; nor
the {ufferings and death of a ITarren, a Mercer, and 2
Montgomery, who glorioufly died in fighting for that
liberty which we now enjoy—Nay, it would be trefpai-
fing upon your time and your patience, td go into thefe
hackneyed fubjets, whence nothing new could be
gleaned for your inftruttion or amufement. KEvery
thing worth preferving, relating to our revolution, and
the eftablifhment of our republican form of govern.
ment, is recorded on the page of the faithful hiftorian,
and will be read, admired, and bhad in everlafting re-
membrance by all true Americans.




4

Suffice it, therefore, here to remark, that on the
ath of July, 1776, America diflolved the political
 bands which conne&@ed her with Great Britain, and
afflumed among the nations of the earth, ¢ the fepa-
rate and equzl ftation, to which the laws of nature,
and of nature’s God, entitled her ;> that fhe eftab-
 lithed her independence at the point of the fword ;
~ that after the peace of 1783, fhe retired within her
own dominions; foon adjuited the difficulties and
embarrafflments growing out of the old Confedera-
tion ;’ and by her wife and admirable fyftem of gov-
ernment, her remarkable induftry, and perfevering
enterprize, the rapidly increafed in the {cience of agri-
culture, manufactures and- commerce, until her great
profperity, her furprifing increafe of power, popula-
tion and wealth, began to be fufpefted, envied and
interrupted, as well by her mother country, as by a
nation who fet at defiance the laws of God and man ;
2 nation who trampled upon all moral precept, open-
ly and publickly denied the exiftence of a God, and
became barbarous to a degree hitherto unknown
among the favages of the wildernefs ! But the wife
and hberal policy of the immortal WasHINGTON,
meeting with correfpondent difpofitions on the part
of Great Britain, foon adjufted our differences with
the mother country: and that nation, taking an
altive part in the caufe of virtue, the focial compadt,
and the rights of man, paid due and proper refpett to
the American flag. Not fo with France. No, my
fellow-citiz:ns, fhe had entered into the mad project
of enflaving the world, and making it tributary to
her lawlefs ambition. Bear with me, therefore, while
I take a hafty view of fome of the moft prominent
features of her revolution, the hiftory of which, forms
a tiflue of corruption, perfidy and crime, unparalleled
in the annals of the world.
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- When France firft emerged from darknefs and fu-
perftion, and began her political career as the cham-
pion of univerfal liberty, Columbia beheld her with
pleafing anticipations. She felt a glowing folicitude
for her welfare, and congratulated with enthufiaim the
fuccefs of her arms ; and while {he continued to at
upon the pure principles of freedom ; while the con-
tinued to cherifh the maxims of univerfal philanthropy,
America could behold her with inexpreflible delight 3
and mingling her joys with hers, could hail her as a

Sifter republic.  But alas! fhe has long fince bid
adieu to every thing appertaining to republican infti- .
tutions, and overleaping the bounds of freedom and
humanity, is affiduoulfly afpiring after univerfal do-
minion. She has thamefully forfaken all law, both
divine and human ; polluting with facrilegious hands,
the temple of God, and wholly fetting at naught the
inftitutions and moral precepts of the Gofpel of
Chrift ! Do you afk for proof of this ? Let me point.
you.to the fubverfion of the- Chriftian-fabbath, by the
ridiculous and profane eftablithment of - the decades ? -
Go with me to the places of their interment,. and
there behold, with aftonifhment, the infcriptions made
by public authority, on the tombs of the deceafed,
affirming death to be an eternal fleep! Behold her
infulting the majefty of Heaven, by an open, public
profeflion of atheifm* in the Convention, which was
received with the loudeit acclamations of joy ! Note
the honorable mention on the journals of that Con-
vention, of a book, proving the nothingnefs of all
religion! Witnefs the inititution of a feftival to offer
public worthip to a courtezan, to whom was given a
title, found only in the vocabulary of modern infideli-
ty, ¢ Goddefs of reafon!” Nay, if any thing be want-
ing to complete this black catalogue of moral turpi-

* By Dupont, Danton, and others. + Written by Anacharfis Clootz.
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tude, behold the congratulatory reception of impious
children, appeasivy i the hall of the convention, to
lifp blafphemy 2gainit the King of Kings!

Thefe, fays a political writer of difcermment, are
among the dreadful proofs of a confpiracy, to eftab-
lith atheifm on the ruins of chriftianity ; to deprive
mankind cf its beft confolations, and moft animating
hopes, and make a gloomy defert of the univerfe!
And although Napoleon has attempted to bring back
the exiled minifters of God, that they may ferve at
the altars, yet it is the a& of a fainted hypocrite, who
approaches the fan&uary with anballowed fteps! Do
you afk again for proof? Lock at the verfatility of
this man’s religion, which can accommodate itfelf to
all times and circamftances, as fhall beft fatisfy his
thirft for domination : camelion-like, changing from
a Roinan Catholic to a Muffulman ; from a Muflul-
man to a Hindoo ; and from a Hindoo to a Roman
Catholic ! -

The awful fabric of atheifm and infidelity having
been thus erefted, we at once view France, as prepar-
ed for every fpecies of vice and immorality. Hence
we behold her ftriking at the very root of all happi-
nefs, focial, moral and religious ; deftroying the peace
and quiet of families, ftates and kingdoms. Yes,
fince the commencement of the French revolution,
the faireft portion of Europe has been covered with
fcaffolds, inundated with blood, rent with inteftine
commotions, mutilated in its richeft iyftems, and moft
fplendid monuments, whilft defolation and death
threaten every perfon, and every place! Innocence
has been immolated, families broken up and difperfed
to diftant regions, chaftity outraged, property given
up to pillage, and all talents and virtues have been
transformed into crimes! Here permit me to diret
the rapid thought to the almoft innumerable innocent
vitims of the mercilels guillotine! to thofe awful
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civic baptifms,* the fport of death! to the horrid maf-
facre of the La Vendeeans, executed by a perfonage

who now holds a confpicuous ftation in the United
States ! to the tragic fcene ““in the wood of Vin-

cennes 't cum multis aliis. But when we fpeak of
the corruption and perfidy of France in the fuccefs
of her arms, the mind recoils at the recital, and the
heart fickens at the awful {fpectacle ! Here again we
behold her deftitute of all thofe honorable fentiments
and feelings, which terd to foften the afperities of hu-
man nature ; which bind man to man, and teach na- -
tions to refpe&t themfelves, and the juft rights of oth-
ers : and throwing afide the robes oi honor, fhe feeks
the deftruéion of furrounding nations, and fcatters
her poifon throughout the world! Here our attention
is at once arrefted by the wretched fituation of thofe
unfortunate ftates and republics, Holland, Genoa,
Venice and Switzerland, which have been fucceflively
ingulfed in the vortex of French perfidy and bar-
barity, blotted from the lift of republics, and made the
humble flaves and dependants of the tyrants of
France! See alfo, the peaceful and neutral citiés,
Hamburg, Bremen and Lubeck, yielding to the exac-
ticns of French avarice, and compelled to pay enor-
mous fums of money, as the price of their fafety.
But I would point you more particularly to the fate
of Switzerland, as in her independence and govern-
ment, fhe was nearer allied to America, than any
other nation on the globe. Yes, my fellow-citizens,

* Finding the guillotine not fwift enough in its execution, recourfe
was had to boats, with fcuttled bottoms, which were crouded with inno-
cent victims, of both fexes. They were then conveyed at a proper dif-
tance from fhore, where the unoffending prifoners, through this fingular
device, foon found themfelves ftruggling in the arms of death, and yields
ed their lives to the watery elemcnt.

+ Reference is here had to the murder of the Duke of Enghein, that
outrage upon the laws of nations and humanity, executed by one of the

principal generals of the army of the Empcror, who has fince been made
king of Naples. |
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Switzerland was' once the happy abode of liberty ;
fhe was once in the full enjoyment of her republican
inftitutions, and could boaft of a rich profufion of the
‘bleflings of heaven. Yect from the commencement of
the French revolution, to the invafion of that country,
plans were fecretly formed to deftroy its independence :
while in the mean time, the French nation courted her,
praifed her neutrality, and applauded the firmnefs with
which fhe refifted every attempt to draw her into the
war. But as foon as the French armies had conquer-
ed Italy, Belgium, and a confiderable portion of Ger-
many, France, with that unblufhing perfidy, which
has diftinguifhed her revoiution, converted her troops
into the inftruments of enflaving the Swifs.! And
whilft a hoftile army was in the territory of Bern, the
hirelings of France were flattering the weak and timid
members of the Swifs cabinet with a happy iffue to a
pending negotiation ; but at the fame time, kept up
a conftant correfpondence with the commander of the
French forces, and diretted him in every movement,
until the meditated blow was ftruck—when the in-
nocent and almoft defencelefs Swifs, both male and
female, with their fwords and implements of hufband-
ry, nobly ftruggling for the caufe of freedom, were
compelled, at the mouth of the cannon, to furrender
their lives, their liberties, their property, their religion,
nay, every thing dear to man, as a facrifice to the am.
bitious views of a perfidious government ! '
Almoft innumerable other inftances might be ad-
duced, of this ferocious and barbarous difpofition of -
French tyranny, as thewn towards the European pow-
ers, during the reign of the French Direltory: for
we fpeak not of the Marats, the Robefpierres and
the Dantons, who, like the corrufcations of a meteor,
appeared for a moment and then pafled away. But
coming down to later times, we trace the hafty foot-
fteps of the Corfican Ufurper, from the obfcurity of
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the cottager, to a military chief ; to confular djgnity; to
the blood-ftained throne of the once happy Bourbons !

Here, indeed, commences a new era in the
French revolution ; but the fame unbounded thirft
for univerfal dominion ; the fame bloody treachery
and ruin, mark the courfe of this {courge of nations,
which diftinguithed the reign of the French dire&tory.
Having bound France faft in the chains of defpotifm,
the Emperor Napoleon 1s at once prepared to carry
into execution his ambitious views of enflaving the
world ; and the vaflalage of the continent of Europe
is written, as with a pen of iron, in the awful battles
of Marengo, of Aulterlitz, of Jena, and of Elau !
Napoleon now attaches Italy to the fplendours of his
own royalty, while the throne of Holland is prefented
to a brother ! The cmpire of Germany is rent in
pieces ; cut up into petty kingdoms and principali-
ties, to provide for a hungry horde of family connec-
tions and favourites. See Prufhia, once the proud em-
pire of the great Frederick, ftung with remorfe of con-
{cience, enduring the fcourge of the oppreflor, and
weeping over her fallen greatnefs ! See ignominy light-
ing upon the majefty of Ruffia, in the inglorious trea-
ty of Erfurth; while Auftria remains the laft victim,
to be immolated at the fhrine of the imperial con-
queror ! But to complete the {cene of the perfidy and
treachery of this infuriated tyrant, I would péint you
“to Spain! Here the cup of indignation overflows, and
language is too feeble to exprefs the abhorrence and
deteftation which every homg man muft feel at the
horrid fcene here difciofed. Spain, through the treach-
ery and corrupt conduét of a venal minifter, had been
a faithful ally to France ; had aided and affifted Na-
poleon in all his fchemes for fubjugating the nations
of Europe. She had furnifhed him with her navy,
with money, and with foldiers to carry on his con-
quefts. But taking advantage of the imbecility of the

B

>
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Spanith king, and the confufed ftate of the nation, by
a {urrender of the throne to Ferdinand VII. and while
a Spanifh army was actually drawn from the bofom
of its country, in the immediate fervice of this proud
conqueror, Napoleon found means to decoy the royal
family into his own dominions, and then feized upon
them as captives, while he could wreft the Spanifh
throne from its legitimate fovereign, and confer it up-
on an ambitious brother ! Gverflow; g with indigna-
tion, at this bafe, infernal defign upcn the fovereignty
of her couniry, Spain feeks to revenge this unparal-
leled treachery of her deftroyer, and flies to arms :
but her refiftance ferves only to increafe the triumphs
of her cenqueror : writhing under the lath of the op-
prefor, the fighs over the ruins of her country.

But during the mad career 'of Napoleon on the
continent of Europe, Great Britain has rot been an
idle fpectator. Early inftructed in the views of the
French government, to trample upon the unalienable
rights of nations, and perceiving its defigns upon her,
by the intrigues and corruptions of her courtiers—by
the menace of invafion—by the threatening afpect of
combined navies, and finally, by an open declaration,
fhe prepares for the conflict. While the throws in
her fuccours to thofe nations on the continent, who had
been her fathful Allies, to enable them to meet the
arms of this great deftroyer, her wooden walls of
defence and gffence, traverfe the feas, to the great dif-
comfiture and annoyance of this perfecutor of nazions,
battering down the whole combined maritime force of
her moft implacable enemy. Paffing over the fplen-
aid victories of a Howe, a Duncan and a St. Vincent,
go with me to Aboukir, whither this mad conqueror
had gone to {courge the Egyptian land and country,
and there witnefls the mighty battle of the Nile, by the
intrepid Nelfon, which refulied in the moft fignal naval
victory, fince the defeat of the famous Spanifh Arma-
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da. And whillt the roaring of the cannon, amid the
conftant flathes of lightning, and anon, the tremen-
duous explofion of one of the French fhips, the L’
Orient, fhook the Egyptian coaft for many leagues
around, and appalled the frighted, trembling inhabi-
tants, the innocent, unoffending Arabs, drawn to the
thore, by the awful fight and found, learning the fate of
their invaders, inftantly lighted up fires in tefli-
mony of their joy and exultation. Behold the king-
dom of Naples, liberated from French pirates and rob-
bers, by the {plendid achievements of this fame gal-
lant Nelfon See him breaking down the northern
confederacy (eftablifhed by Bonaparte for the deftruc-
tion of Britifh commerce in the Baltic,) by his intre-
pid attack on Copenhagen, and his deftruction of the
Danifh fleet ; and the battle of Trafalgar, while it
wreaihes laurels of glory around the brow of the im-
mortal hero of the Nile, and completes the deftruc-
ticn of that maritime force by which Great Britain
was to be annoyed, it fhows to furrounding na-
tions, the immenie importance and 2 advantage of a.
check and reftraint upon the mad projects of «n in-
furiated tyrant. _

But my fellow-citizens, turning with difgulft, from
thefe horrid {cenes of defolation and blood, let us take
a comparative view of our own country, during the
throes and convulfions of the European worid.

From what has already been obferved, it cannot be
doubted, that France, in the early pcnod of her revo-
lution, entered into the wild proiect of umverfal do-
mimon ; that the refolved to deftroy with her arms,
combined with her unbluthing perfidy and corrup-
tion, every oppofing power : But, when we contem-
plate her, as extending her views to the peaceful thores
of Columbia, the heart fickens at the recollection,
and recoils with indignation, at her bafe attempts to
emper with the beft interefts of America.  Her views
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againft every neutral nation being the fame, founded
in the fame dark, myfterious and wicked policy, it is
not perhaps erpnzmg, that the means fthe employed,
to accomplifb Ler objed, fhould have been fo precife-
ly fimilar. In Switzerland, Genca and America, we
find the fame affeed cant about liberty and equality ;
the fame pretenfion of preferving the liberties of the
people ; the fame folemn pledges and affurances of
refpecting the rights and independence of neutrals,
combined with the fame deftroying treachery and ru-
m. She found in thefe countries, as in all others, par-

tes, differing on queftions of internal governirent, and
fhe 1mmecnately united herfelf with the moft ignorant,
or the moft defperate fide ; berame their open or fe-
cret ally ; appropriated their forces to her own in-
terefts, and duped them into a belief, that fhe was ef-
poufing their caufe, and ftruggling for their freedom,
while in fa&t, fhe was making them fubfervient to her-
felf and mﬁrumental in their own run.

According to her avowed plan, therefore, of treach-
ery and corruption, France commiflicned Genet,
Fauchet and Adet, fucceflively, as minifters plenipo-
tentiary to the government of the United States,
whofe oftenfible objet was, to cuitivate peace, har-
mony and good mlderﬁandmg between the two na-
tions ; but who were fecretly fowing the feeds of
corruption and diforganization. The firft of thele
minifters, at the moment he made folemn declarations
of the. friendfhip of his government, and its cntirc ac-
quiefcence in our neutrality, had in his pocket the
inftructions of his ¢ matfters,” to engage our citizens
in war and rebellion! Before he was accredited as the
legitimate minifter of France, he a&tually authorized
the fitting and arming of veflels ; the enlifting of men,
and giving commiffions to cruife and commit hoftili-
ties on a nation, with whom the United States were at
peace : our chief magiltrate, the illuftrious W ASHING-
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TON, was treated with indignity and contempt ; the
people were perfuaded to defpife and vilify tkeir rulers
—ito controul the conftituted authorities of the coun-
try, and in place of liberty, fupported by law and or-
der, to eftablish in a free republic, ini time of peace, a
{fyftem of diforganization, and to infufe into the bofom
of a free and independent nation, a moft rancorous
foreign influence. But the confummate prudence, the
wildom and firmnefs of the immortal WasHiNGTON,
foiled every attempt, and completely fruftrated the de-
figns and machinations of this haughty and imperious
wer.

POThe enemies of the administration at that period,
who arenow ihe felf-ftyled republicans of our country,
united with thefe French agents, and vehemently
clamoured againft the government for refufing to form
an alliance with this nation of pirates ! Taking ad-
vantage of the powerful-oppofition to the meafures of
government, by the minority in Congrefs, and flung
with mortification and difappointment, at her failure
to corrupt the councils of the nation, France deter-
mined to become thc open enemy of America, and im-
mediately commenced a fyftem of depredation and
plusider upon our commerce, as unprovoked, as it
was wicked and unjuft.

America viewed with aftopifhment, this conduct of
France, projeted in darknefs, and enveloped in myf-
tery. In vain did fhe feek repofe within herfelf ; anx-
ious ta preferve her neutrality, and to be at peace with
the world, the immediately commiffioned an envoy ex-
traordinary to the court of France, in order to deve-
lope this myfterious condu&, and if poflible, to bring
about a reconciliation. But to the ftill greater afton-
ithment of America, he 1s treated with difdain ; denied
even an audience with the infolent direCtory, and re-
jected with contempt !

- Our country ftill condeicended, for the fake of peace,




14

to fend in addition, two others of her distinguifhed
citizens, ftill further to attempt a negociation with
this political hydra ! Thefe minifters carried with them
as full and amplg powers as ever were entrufted to
the ambafladors of any country. They were inftruct-
ed to place France upon the footing of the moft fa-
- voured nation, and to take every poflible meafure, con-
fiftent with the dignity, honor and interefts of the U-
nited States, to bring about an accommodation of dif-
ferences. The event of this mission, my fellow-citi-
zens, is well known to you. Bearing with them, the
temper and difpofition of their government and coun-
try, thefe envoys arrive at Pans, and with the olive
branch in their hands, prefent themfeives for the re-
ception of the French directory. They are again
treated with the moft marked indignity and contempt.
After waiting a confiderable length of time in the
moft painful fufpenfe, fuffering contumely and undif-
gmfed infult, they are at length affailed by the un-
bluthing 1mpudence of X, Y and Z ; perfons unoffi-
cally commiffioned from the French dire&tory, to
found the depth of American fidelity, and if poffible
to contaminate 1t with the finger of perfidy !
Through the medium of thefe perfons, we are in-
ftructed in the bafe principles of this magnanimous
nation. All advances which are not preceded by
cnormous fums of money, are now rejelted : moncy—
a great deal of money, is demanded as the opening wcdg
to 2 nerrotnnon ! Here then, my fellow-citizens, is
rrumted to us in its moft lively colors, the fine qua non
of a French negociation ; here we behold the com-
plete developement of French perfidy, contrafted
with the united wifdom and firmnefs of American
patriotifm : Here the political maflk is thrown off,
and the bafe, treachercus and corrupt conduét of the
French government, 15 difclofed to the world in all
is deformity ! Nay, thefe hungry, rapacious I'rench-
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men ftop not here : they tell us, in the infulting doin-
incering language of tyrants, you fball pay us money,
and unléfs you comply with our demands, the fate
of Venice is one which may befal the United States !
Gracious Heavens ! what a proftitution of all honor,
of all character! To what a depth of infamy is human
nature funk in that devoted country ! What, to be an-
nik.lated as a nation ! to be expunged the earth, and
blotted from the lift of republics, for refufing to pay
tribute to France! Was this to be the fruit of our re-
volution ? Was it for this that we had contended
with a powerful nation, and hazarded life and proper-
ty in an eight years war ¢ Yet, forry I am to relate,
nay, could it have been believed, that there were men
to whom this country gave birth, vile and degenerate
enough, to palliate, to juftify this outrageous condutt
of France; to criminate the American government,
and to urge a compliance with this humiliating de-
mand ! -

But, the patriotic fons of Columbia, who had ftood
the fhock of one revolution, could never confent to
purchafe of an European power, the privilege of peace
and independence. No, my fellow-citizens ; and their
commiflioners, with a decifion and firmnefs, which
marked the American charalter, fpurned with con-
tempt, this daftardly defign upon the honor and fove-
reignty of their country. 'The government of the
United States, taking the alarm, and filled with in-
dignation at the grofs infult offered to them, through
their minifters, immediately reforted to vigorous mea-
fures of defence. The permanent military eftablifh-
ment was immediately increafed ; volunteer corps were
reccived and organized ; a navy was foon created, and
the moft vulnerable parts of our fea coaft were put in
a ftate of defence. The flame of patriotiim foon fired
the bofoms of Americans, and the fons of Columbia
flcw to the ftandard of their independence. America,
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thus in arms, was foon treated with refpet. Pacific
overtures were made by the French government, and
exifting differences were foon terminated by an hon-
ourable adjuftment.

Thus our country, through the wifdom and virtue
of a federal adminiftration, was faved from the chil-
- ling embraces of the fraternal hug, and refcued from
- that flavery to which fhe was doomed, by the abomi-
~ nable corruption and perfidy of the tyrants of the
world. Thus, America was again permitted to en-
joy the fruits of her neutrality, and the rich harveft
which it produced, of peace, happinefs, and wealth ;
until democracy, at length, thruft in its fickle and cut
down the tender fhoot of liberty, which, by the fofter-
ing hand of federalifm, had been raifed with fo much
care.

We now arrive to an inquiry into the policy and
meafures of an adminiftration, which had nearly ac-
complifhed the ruin of our common country. This
inquiry, though a very interefting one, opening an
extenfive field, I fhall endeavour to make as brief as
poffible.

When the government of thefe United States pafi-
ed into the hands of Mr. Jefferfon and his adherents,
we were at peace with all the world. Gallic perfidy
and intrigue had been completely baflled. Our com-
mercial relations were eftablithed upon the broad ba-
fis of equal laws, and impartial juftice. Our fyftem
of finance was ripened and matured, and wealth flow-
ed in from every quarter. Nay, as Mr. Jefterfon him-
felf exprefled it, we were “in the full ide of fuccefs-
tul experiment ;> and when he made his firft appear-
ance, in his inaugural fpeech, all hearts beat with joy,
and were cheered with the bright profpet of halcyon
days. He feemed to have caught a fpark from off
the altar of 76, and his path was illumined by the
wifdom and experience of the immortal Wafhington :




17

a path which was enriched with honors, and ftrewe
with the liberal bounties of heaven. "

But our philofopher foon miftook his way : forfak-
ing the good old path of his fathers, he wandered in-
to the wide field of experiment. Forming new theo-
ries of government, he had vainly hoped, that he
fhould bring the American people to the fummit of
political greatnefs, and procure for them permanent
happinefs. Let us then trace him in his courfe, and
teft the wifdom of his alts, by the unerring ftandard
of expericnce. ¥f he be found in error, may Heaven
forgive the fault, and his country cover his follies
with the mantle of charity.

I thall not, however, purfue our philofopher, in his
mad proje& of the purchafe of a boundlefs tra& of
country, and the foolith facrifice of fifteen millions of
dollars : nor fhall I trace him in his curious fpecula-
tions upon Jalt mountains, and the extraordinary ap-
pearance and properties of certain extraordinary ani-
mals. I fhall not dwell on his philofophic plan of
dry dock:, nor his miferable, wretched fyftem of an
unfortunate gun-boat navy. 1 fhall not attempt to fing
his fong of eccnomy, with which he and his followers
have been fo much enraptured, through the long night
of his reign, to the negle& of the beft interefts of their
country : nor fhall I go into the field of his long lift of
dreadiul profcriptions, to mark the war-worn foldier
and the revolutionary patriot, driven from the pofts
of honor, to make way for his own fychophantic
tools, cruelly deprived of their bread, weeping over
the bafe ingratitude of their country. No, my fel-
low-citizens, time would fail me, to purfue this ad-
miniftration through all the devious paths of error into
which it has wandered, and point out to you the way-
ward policy by whicih it has been governed. I fhall,
therefore, immediately diret your attention to fome
of the leading features in the politics of this adminis-

C
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tration, by which our country has been overcaft with
gloom ; the United States fhaken to their centre, and
threatened with the defolating ravages of an unpro-
voked war.

Mr. Jeflerfon, by fome ftrange fatality or other,
feems to have contratted a ftrong and abiding attach-
ment to France, and an unconquerable prejudice
. againft Great Britain : whether from having been a
minister to France, at a time when the materials
of her tremenduous revolution were ripening into
explofion, where he feems to have imbibed the prin-
ciples of French philofophy, or from fome more /atent
caufe, I fhall not now ftop to inquire.

‘He appears alfo to have formed the chimerical idea,
probably founded upon the wretched, narrow policy
of the Chinefe empire, of ruling a great, enterprifing,
‘commercial people, without indulging them in foreign
trade, and -of defending their country without force.
Hence we find him difcouraging this trade as early as
the publication of his Notes on Virgiia,* and
throughout the whole courfe of his adminiftration, we
mark his hoftility to commerce. But knowing the
people of America, efpecially in the eaftern and mid-
dle ftates, to be from nature and habit, the very chil-
dren of commerce, he could not, by a fingle ftroke,
cut off their trade and compel them to refort to other
means of fupport : no, the work muft advance by
degrees, until the ftate of things thould be fuch as to
make it a matter of neceflity. Our commerce was there-
fore left unprotected, to feek its own fafety through the
jealoufies and collifions of other commercial nations.

~ * See Jefferfon’s Notes on Virginia, page 236, (Trenton edi-
tion,) where the author obferves, “ To remove as much as pof-
% fible the occalions of making war, it might perhaps be better
“for us to abandon the ocean -aliogether, that being the element
“ whereon we fhall be principally expofed to joftle with other
“ nations : to leave to others to bring what we fhall want, and
“to carry what we can fpare,”
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Does any man doubt ? Let me point him to the
proofs ; ¢ by their fruit ye, fhall know them.” |

Mr. Jay’s treaty, under which the commerce of .
the United States had flourifthed beyond meafure,
and our country grown rich, to a degree unexampled
in any former period of the world, was permitted to ex-
pire ; and although Mr. Jefferfon had the offer of
renewing this treaty, under the adminiftration of Mr.
Fox, who, on ail hands, was admitted to be the pecu-
liar friend of America, yet the offer was at-once re-
jeGted. Our trade, thus left unregulated with the .
mofit powerful commercial nation on the globe, and
taking advantage of the European conflits, foon be-
came the object of jealousy. The temptations to
gain, held out by this ftate of things, foon induced
the violation of the neutral flag: Our veflels were ac-
cordingly taken and confifcated, under pretence of vi-
olating the laws of contraband and the rights of neu<
trality. ‘'This gave Mr. Jefferfon and his party a fa-
vorable opportunity of commencing their fyftem of
“ reftritive energies,”” by more open ats, manifefting
their enmity to Great Britain, and partiality for
Frarce. Hence the paflage of a law called ¢ the non-
importation aét,”” paflfed in 1806, which appeared to
- be levelled folely againft Great Britain; for in point
of fa&, it had no operation on her adverfary. This
act exhibited full and fatisfattory evidence of the hof-
tility of our government againft protetting our com-
merce, becaufe it was diretly calculated to fruftrate
the ends of negotiation. | |

A few months after the paflage of this law, the
Emperor Napoleon, feizing the favorable opportunity
of purfuing up his perfidious plan of univerfal do-
minion, in the face of an exifting treaty between this
country and France, iflues his famous Berlin decree,
prohibiting commerce with Great Britain, that potent
obftacle to his mad ambition; the deitruftion of whofe
power, would caufe the univerfal fpread of his own,
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In the mean time, cur minifters at the court of St.
James, were negotiating: a treaty of amity and com-
merce with Great Britain, which was calculated to
free our trade from the embarrafiments under which
it was laboring with that nation, and to procure for
. us the bleflings of peace. Accordingly, on the thirty-
. firft of December, a little more than one month after
- the Berlin decree, thefe minifters, atuated by a fincere
defire of putting an end to the diftrefles of our com-
merce, contrary to the directions of Mr. Jeflerfon,
figned a treaty between Great Britain and this coun-
try, and tranfmitted it to our government for ratifica-
tion. How is this inftrument treated by Mr. Jeffer-
fon ? Stung with mortification, at this unexpeted
obftacle, thus thrown in the way of his favorite plan
- of “ reftritive energies,” without fubmitting it to the

conftituted. authority of the people, the fenate, that
admirable check upon prefidential power and influ-
ence, Mr. Jefferfon takes upon himfelf the refponfi-
bility of rejefting this treaty, and thus again fruf-
trates the hopes of the nation. But it is faid, there
was a note attached to that treaty, by lords Holland and
Auckland, referving to Great Britain the right of re-
taliating upon France the Berlin decree, in-cafe the
Uuited States thould acquiefce in a meafure fo hoftile
to herfelf, as well as every other commercial nation.
Be it fo ; this was a thing growing out of the pecu-
liar circumftances of the cafe, and juftified by every
honorable confideration ; in as much as the Berlin
decree was particularly aimed at Great Britain, and
calculated to ftrike a deadly blow at the very vitals
of her exiftence as a nation. Befides, it muit be evi-
dent to the capacity of the weakeft politician, that in
cafe America acquiefced in this decree, it would not
only be countenancing Frarce, in the breach of an
exprefs ftipulation by treaty, but it would alfo be aid-
ing and affifting one pation, to the deftruction of an-
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other. Great Britain, then, by the note in queftion,
atked our government to do nothing more, than was
required by its intereft and duty.

Think not, however, my fellow-citizens, that I
ftand here to apologlze for Great Britain : God for-
bid ! I apologize for no nation whatever, any further
than it is governed by thofe eternal and immutable
principles of juftice, which are infcribed on the hearts
of all men. I am, by birth and education, an Ame-
rican, and as fuch, I am proud of my country and
her republican inftitutions. We want not an ailiance
with any nation on earth : no, America is abundantly
able to maintain her own independence, without for-
eign aid. As for the friendfhip of nations, it is an
old adage, that < there is no friendfhip in trade :” we
cannot, therefore, expect the friendthip of any people,
any longer than it is required by their immediate in-
tereft. I would, however, adopt the fentiment of
‘¢ impartial j juftice to all nations, entangling alliances
with none.” I would pay tribute to whom tribute is
due, honor to whom henor. But I can never fee my
country in danger, without fearching out the caufe,
and expofing the fault, wherever it may be found ;
whether it exifts in the adminiftration of our own gov-
ernment, or in the injuftice of others. This is one of
the nobleft privileges of freemen; fecured to us by
our invaluable conftitution ; dear to us as life, and
without which, we fhould ceale to be a republic.

But returning to our fubje&, we afk, how did our
adminiftration treat the Berlin decree ? I anfwer, by
folding their arms, for more than twelve months, af-
ter the iffuing of that decree, without taking any
effetual meafures to refift it. Mr. Jefferfon, indeed,
received a note from our minifter at Paris, Mr. Arm-
ftrong, advifing him that this decree was not intend-
ed to operate againft the United States. This cir-
cumftance is laid hold of by Mr. Jefferfon, and com-
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municated to Congrefs, with a great deal of sang froid,
as a juftification for our acquiefcence in this perni-
cious mieafure ; although the information was deriv-
ed from an agent of Napoleon, not authorized to give
the explanation : for the very moment zpplication is
made to the proper fource, we are told, that the de-
cree carrics with it its own interpretation, and admits
of no exception. Nay, under this decree our veflels
are taken, and property confifcated, to the amount of
millions ! and many of thole veflels plundered and
burned upon the high feas, directly in the face of the
nation, in violation of an exprefs ftipulation by treaty,
and the facred rights of neutrality.
~ In the mean time, what does Great Britain? She
waits patiently for a whole year, under the operation
of this decree, in the vain hope, that America would
not fubmit to this’ degradation of chara&er, by fuffer-
ing her flag to be thus indignantly violated and in-
{ulted. |

But here we ftop to notice a tranfaétion, which ex-
cited in the bofom of Americans the moft painful
fenfations, and called forth a univerfal burft of indig-
nation : I mean the outrageous attack on one of our
national fhips, the Chefapeake, by the Britifh fhip of
war, the Leopard ! Yes, my fellow-citizens, this was
a deep wound, infli¢ted upon the honor and fovereign-
ty of the United States ; and had it proceeded from an
authorized a& of that government, could never have
been healed. Now the political hemifphere begins to
gather blacknefs ! Democracy unveils herfelf, and
crics aloud, to battle. Every circumftance againft
Great Britain, is magnified into crime ; while recourfe
is had to every artifice, to palliate the condult of
France. Every mean is made ufe of to inflame the
nublic mind, and prepare it for open hottilities.

Mr. Jefferfon now fuppofed his favorite plan was
about to be confummated : we had now armived ta
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that ftate of things, in the opinion of our philofopher,
when the fatal blow might be ftruck, and our com-
merce locked up for ever. Now followed iz sapid
fucceflion, a tmin of public a&ts, which muft convince
the moft prejudiced mind, of the hoftility of Mr. Jef-
ferfon and his fubfervient adminiftration, to com-
merce ; of his enmity to Great Britain, and friend-
fhip for France. Taking reparation into his own
hands, he immediately iffued a proclamation, prohibit-
ing all Britith armed veflels from entering our waters ;
while thofe of France were permitted to take fhelter
in our ports and harbors, although Napoleon had, if
poffible, committed greater outrages againft the Ame-
rican flag.

On the arrival of this rews in England, the
Bntith governmant frankly and openly acknowledg-
ed the infult offered to America, through an un-
authorized a& of one of her agents, and tendered am-
ple reparation on the fpot. But our minifter in Lon-
don, was immediately inftruted not to fettle this out-
rage, unlefs Great Britain would furrender up her
night to command the fervices of her own fcamen,
who were in the conftant habit of going from her
employ, and entering on board American merchant-
men ; a right which fhe had ever held facred, as the
only gnarantee to her fafety as a nation ; efpecxally at
a time when fhe was fighting the battles of the world;
when her navy furnithed the only bulwark againft the
univerfal dominion of the tyrant Napoleon.

The Britith government, aftonifhed at this fingular
ftroke of policy in our adminiftration, and anxious
to remove every cbftacle in the way of a good un-
deritanding with the United States, immediately com-
miffioned an envoy extraordinary, to our govern-
ment, to acknowledge the infult, and to tender {fuch
reparation, as fhould meect the entire fatisfaction of
the American people. But as Mr. Jefferfon had al-
ready determined, that this unhappy affair fhould not
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forin a diftint fubje& of negotiation, the offer could
not be accepted; and by a kind of political chicane-
ry,* he at once avoids this honorable attempt on the
part ¢f Great Britain, to adjuft a painful difference.
- Having thus effeGually barred the door to any fur-

ther negotiation with Great Britain, and receiving
fatisfactory evidence that Napoleon demanded more
marked compliances on the part of America, Mr. Jef-
ferfon, at the enfuing fefion & Congrefs, recom-
mended to that honorable body, the total inbibition
of our commerce, by a permanent, unlimited embar-
go /—a meafure, fraught with the molt direful mif-
chiefs to our country.

After the adoption of this fatal meafure, intelli-
gence is received of the Bntifh order in council, re-
taliating upon France the Berlin decree, to which we
had fo fhamefully fubmitted. This excited the embar-
goroons to new vigor. This darling embargo, 1s 1m-
mediately followed up, by fupplement upon fupple-
ment, and finally, by an a& called the enforcing
a,” which formed the perfe& climax of this fyftem
of < reftrictive energies.” |

~ # It will be recolle®ed, that the inftru&ions to Mr. Rofe,
the Britith minifter, authorized him to make reparation for the
attack’ on the Chefapeake, only on condition, that the procla-
mation interdi@ing Britifh armed veflels from our waters,
fhould firft be withdrawn; in as much as the proclamation
was an hoitile a&, and the astack on the Chefapeake was u=-
authorized. When Mr. Jefferion, therefore, had ferreted out
the inflru&ions of Mr. Rofe, and found that he could not tran{-
cend his powers, he came forward, with much apparent can-
dor and impartiality, and offered to make thke withdrawmenr
cf this offenfive proclamation, and the a& of reparation, fmz'-
toneous alls, and then boafted of his liberality and pacific d:fpo-
fition. What rare magnanimity is here! Is this that kind o!
honorable fentiment which ought to pervade the breaft of th-
firlt magiftrate of a great, free and enlightened people? Arnc
can he expe& to carry with him into his retirement, the grate-
ful acknowledgments of his country, after Laving thus tam
pered wiih its beft interefts 2
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Now, indeed, our commerce, which had hereto.
fore unfurled its banners in every port, and whitened
every fea, is driven from its native element, and like
the terrapin, fhrinks beneath the touch of its cruel
oppreflor. The farmer, compelled to yield the hard
earned fruits of his labor for half its, value, is render-
ed unable to difcharge his honeft contrafts. The
merchant, groaning under the preflure of embarrafl-
ment, has the mortification to {ee the produce, which
he had purchafed upon the plighted faith of the na-
tion, rotting upon his hands ; while his difmantled
veflels, lying at his docks, are fubjett to the devafta-
tion of deftroying infetts, and become food for
worms. The honeft mechanic, is feen walking the
ftreets in idlenefs, finding nothing for the employ-
ment of his hands. The day labourer, deprived of
his hire, with anguifh, hears the cries of his childrem
for bread, but is unable to fatisfy their wants : while
the American eagle, cowering over the diftrefled mar-
mer, weeps his exile from his native land and coun=
try, in fearch of employment ! Nay, a folemn, awful
gloom pervades our country, and grief fits penfive -
on every brow ! | | ‘

We go to the government with our complaints 3
we afk the caufe of our fufferings, and fupplicate re-
lief. We are told, the caufe exifts in the wicked
policy of the two great belligerents ; and our patience
is demanded. We fhow them the fallacy of the an-
{fwer, by pointing to the infincerity of their negotia-
tions.* They {till demand our confidence. We fhow

* In addition to what has already been obferved on this fub.
jeét, the 1eader is referred to that fhameful fcene of diplomatic
juggling, in the negotiation with Great Britain, on the fubje@
of fufpending the embargo as to her, in cafe {he would refcind
her orders in council. %Vlr. Jefferfon declared to Congrefs, in
his meflage of Nov. 8, 1808, that it was not deemed inconfift-
ent with the condition of Great Britain, whofe power on the

P




26

them by experience, that perfe& teacher, that the on-
ly effet produced on foreign nations, by this wretch-
ed anti-commercial fyftem, has been, to excite in them
utter contempt for the policy : that qur own gov-
ernment has been fubjeCted to the fcorn and denfion
of the world : that the honor and :zicreits of the na-
tion have been balely facnficed ; the American name
fhamefully tarnithed ; enterprife cruthed ; the rever-
ence due to laws diminithed ; the national treafury
drained ; and public morals, a main pillar in repub-
lican inflitutions, that fupport of civil fociety, has been
thereby corrupted. We are ftill compelled to endure
the fuffering, and patiently feek relief through the
ele@tive franchife. Through this facred franchife,
therefore, our diftrefled country foon begins to fpeak
1n a voice of thunder.t Terrified at this voice of the

ocean is fo afcendant, “to flate explicitly, that on her refcind-
ing her orders in relation to the United States, their trade
would be opened to her, and remain fhot to her enemy, in cafe
of his failure to refcind his decrees alfe,”” by which, every body
underftood, that an explicit propofition had been made to
Great Britain, that in cafe fhe would reicind her orders in
council, as to the United States, the embargo fhould be fufpend-
ed as to her. But behold! on examining the mutilated pub-
lic documents, commanicated to Congiefs in the fame mef-
fage, we find no fuch propofition kad ever been mude. The
inftru&ions to Mr Pinckcey, our minifter in London, contain
no fuch authority. The letter from Mr. Secretary Madifon,
to Mr. Pinckney, containing the inftrutions alluded to, barely
ftates on that fubje@—¢ Should the Brisifb government take this
courfe, (that is, recal her orders,) you may AUTHORIZE an EX-
PECTATION, that the Prefident will, within a reafonable time, give
effeé to the authority vefled in bim on the fubje8 of the embargo laws.”
Yet Mr. Jefferfon has dared to ftate, in the face of the world,
that Great Britain rejetted his offer. Thus the American
people have been duped into a belief, that fincere attempts had
been made to adjuft our differences with Great Britain, whilft
nothing but hypocrify and double dealing, are vifible throughout
the whole negotiation.

+ Witnefs the ele@ions throughout the Union, particularly
in the New Lingland States.
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fovereignty of the people, and ftung with mortifica. -
tion and difappointment, at the total failure of ail -
their meafures of ¢ reftrictive energies,”” confternation
feizes the Jefferfonian ranks; confufion lights upon
their camp, and they divide into paities ! They fall
mto a jargon of confufed meafures! while the httg |
virtuous, intrepid, Spartan band, expofe the folhes
and madnefs of the whole. By a “ confuﬁon worfe
confounded,” they at length bluader upon an a& un-
intelligible to all ; the extent of which was not under.
ftood, or intended by any. But the intelligent, pierc.
ing eye of a Canning, though a diftant fpeQator,
penetrates the myftery, and feparating the chaﬁ' from
the wheat, forefees in this meafure a great good to
his country, and the difcomfiture of his enemy.

Now Mr. Jefferfon, refigning to. his fucceflor the
takk of government, retires from the poft of honor,
to a private ftation, “ fighing over the ruins of the
works of his hands,” bearing the declaration of the
independence of his country in the cne hand, while in
the other he holds the tarnithed enfigns of his office,
labelled with this facred infcription, “all is vanity and
vexation of fpirit."”

Now opens a {cene full of intereft, of joy and of
gratulation. This non-intercourfe a&, at ﬁy;ft unin-
telligible, fwallowing up all the anterior foHies of the
Jefterfonian adminiftration, by a mere accident, places
the two great belligerents upon the fame equal ground
of impartial juftice.

Mr. Madifon, our new prefident, meeting the pa-
cific overtures of Great Britain, with a < promptitude
and franknefs> which does honor to the American
charalter, adjufts our differences with that nation,
which ¢ two honeft men in two hours,” might have
adjufted more than two years ago, and faved the Uni-
ted States from thofe awful fcenes of diftrefs and ru-
mn, into which they have been unfortunately plunged,




' 28

by the wayward pclicy of a weak-and pufillanimous
adminiftration. 'Thus, America is again refcued from
the embraces of Napoleon, and the threatening afpet
of a deftrutive war : whilft our commerce returns,
with exultatinn, to its native element, amid the plau-
dits of millions ! o - "
Here {prings up again that tender fhoot of liberty,
which had been nipped by the chilling blafts of de-
mocracy. It is inftantly furrounded, by a noble
throng of patriots, with hearts glowing with the facred
fire of freedom ; who feem to fay to the aftonithed,
gaping croud of anti-commercial politicians, <« Go ye
away ; for ye are unprofitable fervants.”” Thanks to
the great Arbiter of nations, our political fafety has
come ! Then, ' o |
-+ - « Hail, Columbia, happy land !
. % Hail, y¢ patriotic band ; -
. Who, firm and bold in freedom’s caufe,
- ¢ Dare to maintain your country’s laws,
« And like a bulwark ever ftand,
- ¢ To guard Columbia’s happy land.
¢ Your independence is your boaft 3
« Well you know the price it coft ;
¢ Your Sires’ own blood procured the prize;
¢ Then rear its altars to the fkies.
- ¢ Firm, united let us ftand,
¢ Guardians of Columbia’s land,
. % Refolv’d, till time fhall be no more,
* ¢ To guard Columbia’s happy fhore.”
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