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An Oration.

FRIENDS and FELLOW.C1TIZENS,

ON this day, dedicated to American- Liberty, the

.Speaker appears betore you as the advocate of thofe grinc:-

ples, on which the American Revolution was bottomed. Un-
accuftomed to difguife the fentiments of his {oul, uninured in
the ways of political difimulation, the fentiments -vhich fhall

now be delivered to you, are the offspring of a mind, con-
fcious of their truth.

IF there be any in this affembly, to whom the fentiments
that may be offered fhall give offence, let them be aflured it is
far, very far, from the intention of the Speaker. At the
fame time let it be known, that he wifhes not the approbation
of any man, if it muft be obtained at the expence of what
he deems political truth.

BorN and educated among you, in early life I imbibed
the fentiments of civil liberty. They have ever been dear to
my heart. Thofe principles, ih fapport of whicha Hame-
DEN and a SIDNEY fell, but a WASHINGTON, a FRANK-
LiN, a HaANcock and a JeFFERSON, far more fortunate
than they, lived to fee reduced to praftice.  Their princi.
ples, if I am rot mitaken, are thofe on which the American
Conflitutions are founded. They had for their objeét the

deareft and moft invaluable rights of man— Liberty, Safety
and Property.
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“ Whilst I live,”” faid SiDNEY, * 1 will endeavor to pre-
serve my liberty 5 or at least, not consent to the destroying of
2t. 1hope I shall die in the same principles in which I have
lived, and will live no longer than they can preserve me.  Let
them please themselves with making the King glorious, whe
think a whole people may justly be sacrificed for the interest

‘and pleasure of one man, and a few of his followers.  Nev-

ertheless they may find the King's glory is their shame, his
plenty the People’s misery, and that the gaining of an Office,
or a little Money, is a poor reward for deséroying a Nation.”

HAarpPiNEss is the favorite objeét of Man. To obtain
this celeftial plant engages all his attention. Without its
cheering rays life itfelt becomes a burden. The purfuit of
her is pleafing, although fhe may elude our grafp. He who
will confent to be miferable without an effort to be happy
deferves not to have lived. Happy is that Man who purfues
this charmer wifely.

HE who formed us Man, has given to us underflanding,
which direfls us in the path that leadzth to happinefs. If
we pur{ue her counfels and regard her inflruélions we may
obtain the favorite objet of our purfuit. If we negleét hep
counfels, mifery is the certain refult.

EXPERIENCE, that able inflrufter, teacheth us all, that
the ways of #ruth are the ways of pleasantness, and all her
paths are peace ; while the windings of falshood are ful]
fraught with many, very many mischievous coasequences.—
Blind muft that man be, and deftitute of intelle€t, who has
not lived fufficiently long to learn this leflon. Were our
exiftence confined to this life only, and had we no hopes
from the future, our happinefs would be derived from the
pratice of truth and virtue. But when our views extend to
an exiftence beyond the prefent life, to a ftate of rewards and
punifhments, how much more effential is it, that our aftions
fhould be regulated by the rule of reafon and fquared by

-~

As

PN



5

[ .

As in the moral world, there'is a diftinftion between pir.
tue and vz'ce; between ¢ruth and falshood, the one leading to
plealure anu e other to pain, fo in the political world, there
is a radical d:ference between a Government grounded on
the principles i rafive. truth and justice, and cne bottomed
on the fandy foundaiion of deception, frayd or force. The
one promotes che welfare ot the community, and the other
inevitably works its deftruétion. It 1s therefore highly im.
portant to every man, that the Government under which he
lives fhould be inflituted on true principles, and puifue thofa
objefls for which it was conflituted.

LET me not be told that Civil Liberty may poflibly exig
in this Country for fome years to come, but, that in moft
other Countries, absolute Government, or in other words
monarchical, hereditary Government, is both proper and ne.
ceflary. That can never be proper in any country which ig.
fringes the laws of Gop and NATURE., Man was born free
and cqual. He knows no mafter. If, through a long, long
courfe of dark ages, he has been fubjugated by his fellow-
men, does that prove the 7ight to enslave him  Gobp forbid?
From the North to the South Poles ot the World, in every
climate and in every country, the Rights ot Man are the
fame, and ought equally to be refpefled.  But {o is rot the
fatt.  Probably much the largeft proportion of the buan
race are {laves to men no bettes than themlelves !

LET me not be told that the torm of our Governnient can.
not, will not laft long, but that we too, like the antient Re.
publics, muft pafs under the Yoke of Bondage. That can
never be ’ull truth, virtue and courage ave banithed trom our
land. That can never be ’till we have unlearned that which
we have once known, tke value of Civil Liberty. The price
which this GEM coft us is too dear to be bartered for Stars,
or {urrendered for Garters.,

Is there any man in this country who would be bafe en-
ough to exchange civil liderly for political slavery § 1 fo,

1ot
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Yet the finger of scorn point him out as the WRETCH, who
would abandon one of the beft gifts which the God of Na-

ture has beftowed on him !

BrLesT with the happieft form of Government that the
World hath ever feen ; born to inherit the moft extenfive
and valuable tratt of country that any Nation can boaft ;
Living in that period of time when Znowledge ané liberality
have taken the place of ignerance, superstition and delusion,
we have much to be grateful for to the author of our exift.
ance, and are under ftrong obligations to tran{mit unimpaired
thefe high privileges to future times. If we fail, all pofterity
will imprecate curfes on our heads.

To prelerve our right: and liberties, it 1s neceflary we
fhould know them. A frequent recurrence, therefore, to firft
principles, muft be highly proper, It is a duty which every
man owes to himf{elf, as well as to fociety. For it is not to
be expefted that a man will carefully preferve and defend
thofe rights, which he does n«t know that he poffefles.

Our Conflitution declares, that * all the power of Gov-
ernment ts derived from the People, that Government is infl:-
tuted for their good, for their protellion, safety, prosperity
and happiness, and not for the profit, honor, or private inter-
est of any one man, family or class of men. That all Magis.
#rates and Qfficers of Government are their substitutes and a.
gents,. and are at all times accountable to them.”  Thefe are
no new doftrines, no BARREUIL and ROBINSON 1ales,
they are great and important truths acknowledged and recor-
ded by the FATHERS of the American Revolution. May
they fland on long 1ecord ’till the folemn fentence fhall be
pronounced, ** ltime shall be no longer.”

Tuesr are the fundamental principles on which the
whole fuperftruiure of Americun Government is reared —
Take but thefe away, and like the balelefs fabrick of a vif-

son, it will vanith aod lcave no trace behind. So lorg as
thefle
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thefe felf-evident truths are acknowledged and praflifed, fo
long fhall we remain free, prosperous and kappy. Every re-
volving year that finds us praftifing thefe principles, adds to
the profpett of their duration. Habit has a vaft influence up-
on human life. ** Even those nations who submit to arbitra.-
ry rule love their form of Government, if one may call that a
Sorm, whick is without any, and like vice itself, knows neither
law nor order.”” How much more then ought we to cherifh
and fupport that Government, whofe principles are founded
in the immutable laws of eternal truth and juftice ?

WHERE is the People under Heaven, who derive more
bleflings from civil government than the Americans £ Where
that Nation which is more profperous and happy ? Let aay
man point them out on the Map of the World if he can.

WHILE war and flaughter is the policy of arbitrary gov.
ernmrent, peace, heaven-born peace, is the policy of our
own. What if there be a few reftlefs individuals in our own’
country, who are continually feeking for war, that they may
riot on the ruins of their country’s welfare ? The voice of
the great body of the American People, with their Govern-
meat at the head, is in favor of peace, honeft peace with all
Nations, and ** entangling alliances with none.”

WHAT if there be a few individuals, whofe minds are
poifoned againft our fyftem of Government, and who deal
out slander with their invenomed tongues againft the confli-
tuted authorities ? Their tales of falskood pals like the idle
wind and are regarded not. The milchiefs intended to oth-
exs recoil on their own heads.

STRONG in Republican principles, and fhielded by integ-
rity, our Government is purfuing the path that leadeth to
political happinefs. The fuggeftions of falskood and the
whifpers of calumny, are weapens too futile to impede the
courfe. The fitions of former days, the Tub Plots, Tailer
Plots, and Ocean Maflacres, have cealed to produce their

wonted
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wonted effe€t. Even the hoft of malicious fictions which are
daily propagated againfl the well-earned tame of our beloved
Chief Magiftrate THOMAS JEFFERSON, produce no
other effel than vice does on virtue, to make it appear more
lovely. He, calm and placid, fteadily purfues his objeét, the
wellare of the American People. He feeks no revenge a-
gainft his calumniators, but pities their folly,

Ceask then, slanderers, leave the ways of falshood, and
walk on the high ground of ¢ruth. If ye love not the prin-
ciples of American Libeity, feek a land more congenial to
your withes. Thofe principles place no bar in your way,—
Not {o the praflice of arbitrary government, That firft
makes men slaves and then prohibits them from going where
they may be free:

1 AM no advocate for the infallibility of men in office, ~
I believe not in the doéirine of paflive obedience. He who
is arrayed with the clothes of honor, the fuffrages of free-
men, is accountable for his conduét as much as others. His
aftions and meafures are the fubjeét of fair inveftigation.—
So far as they tend to promote the public wellare, they de-
ferve the public approbatien, and no tarther.

Tue adminiftration of our Government courts inveftiga-
tion—1t thields itfelt under no Sedition Law=1t throuds not
itfelf in darkness—The mealures are open for the infpetion
of all=—The only claim it makes on our liberality is, that we
make a due allowance for the errors and frailties of Man.

WHEN the prefent adminiftration came into operation it
found the Nation about eighty millions of dellars in debt,—
It found the People burthened with a Land Tux, Stamp Tax,
and many other Inlernal Taxes. It tound, notwithftanding
the liberal ule of taxation, that for three years of the laft ad-
miniftration, the national debt had increafed more than three
millions of dollars ! During the prefent adminiftration the

land
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land tax has been difcontinued, and the flamp tax, with all
the other iuternal taxes have been abolifthed.

IN two years ot the prefent adminiftration, without en.
hancing the taxes on other objeéts of taxation, the national
debt has been reduced seven millions eight hundred and forty-
nine thousand dollars, leaving in the treafury a fum more
than three millions of dollars larger than when the former ad-
miniftration retired,

Ir this flatement be true, that the national debt has de-
creased at the rate of about five millions of dollars a year, for
the laft two years, when at the {ame time taxation has de,
creafed alfo ; and that it is true, we have ample evidence to
prove,* it is a fubjeft worthy of our inquiry, how has this
been effeted ?

YT tefts in the memory of all, that during the laft admin~
iftration, of cockade memory, an Army of Vagabonds were
embedied in the heart of our country. For what purpofe, it
is not for me to explain, Every man may conjeture for
himfell. Whatever was the obje&, they have long fince
been difbanded, and other military corps have been rediced,
to sn immenfe faving to the Nation. A fmall Army of Fudg-
¢es, commiffionéd in the laft moments of the former adminif-
tration, they too have been disbanded: The mad projeét of
aping the maritime nations of Europe in creating a navy, has
been arrefted. A reduélion of Officers in the Revenue De-
partment, and a limitation to the piemium for their fervices
has alfo been effefted. Thefe are fome of the meafures of
the prefent adminiftration, by mears of which the rcdu&non
of the national debt has takcn place.

N .

® See the President's Speech of December 15, 1802— And
Mr. GALLATIN’S Report of December 6, 1808~—See also
the statement made by ** Algernon Sidney,” a wtiter in tf&e
- Nationa! Intelligencer, ihe Government Paper,

HERE
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HEeRE let me atk, who difapproves of thefe meafures ? Is
there any man who wifhes to fee another Oxtord Army raif-
ed at the expenfc of the Nation ? Is there any man who
wifhes for fixteen ufelefs Judges penfioned on the People, at
the yearly price of two thousand dollars each per year, when
the whole bufinels may i well be done without them ?—
Wil any objeét to the reduétion in the Revenue Depart.
ment ? And would it be good policy to vie with the powers’
ot Europe with refpeft to a Navy ?

NaviEs have ever been ufed more as engines of power,
than as a protettion to conmerce. Commerce may very
well exift without 2 Navy. And the expenfe attend:ng the
jupport of one, far exceeds any benefit derived to the com-
munity. It has been eftimated that the expenfe of the Navy
of Great Britain, for thitteen years pafll, has heen tzenty-
erght millions of dollars a year '* Now {uppofe we fhould
be content with a Navy only one quarter part as numercus ag
the Britifh, and inflead of one hundred and twenty fthips of
the line, fhould only have thirty ; the expenfe attending the
fame, according to the Britifh rate of expenditure, would be
seven millions of dollars a year ! But we know that the ex.
penfe to us in proportion would be vailly more than to them,
for we pay three times as much to our feamen as they do.

AND would ihe Navy advocate, who would place our
firength on the winds and waters, be content with a Navy
iels than a fouith part as powerful as the Britith ? I prefume
not. Here then would be wafted, nearly the whole annual
income of the prefent revenue of this country, And wha
thould we gain by it 7 Nothing, comparatively nothing, but
war, blood{hed and flaughter.  Nothing but entangling our
peace and profperity in the broils and feuds of European am-

- ——_ N
S~ ——

* See Mr. GALLATIN’S Specck. in Congress, on Me bill
Jor augmenting the Navy, in Feb. 1799,
bition.
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bition. Where is the man then, who is not pleafed with ar-
refting the progrefs ot this wild projeét ?

HEeRrE let rie flop, and afk the oppofers of the prefent ad.
minifiration, for fuch there be, to point out, it they can, that
a&t which is in oppofition to the welfare of the American
Pcople ? Are not our interells as well protefted as under a-
ny former adminiftration ¢ Are not the laws duly execut-
ed ? Is not our Government operating on the true principles
of American Liberty 2 Has Religion been destroyed, and its
Minifters brought into contempt ? Has the marriage con-
traft been diffolved, and our Meeting-Houfes burnt ? Thele
and many o:her evil forebodings have been foretold, as the
certain refult of the adminiflration of our Government, by |
men, whofe whole lives have been devoted to the principles
of American Liberty ! But they were the vagaries of dif-
tempered imaginations and jsundiced minds.

BuT let me not dwell too long on thefe illufory tales, =
Rather let pleafing emotions take place ot painful fenfations.
Let the unexampled advantages that we poflefs, teach us the
value of Civil Liberty. Let us place a reafonable confidence
in the men ot our choice ; and let us inculcate the princi-
ples of Republicanmism in the minds of thofe who fhall fuc.
ceed us.  In fo doing, we (hall regard the counfels of our
own underftanding, and tras{mit a rich inberitance to our
children’s children.

Happry ! thrice happy Country this! which contains in
its bofom a hardy race ot Freemen ! The tempeft ot Faction,
the hurricane of Anarchy, and the ftagnant calm ot Monar.
cky may hover around our habitation. Still fhall the beauti.
ful fabric of Republican Freedom firmly fland ; and the fu.
ture hiftorian fhall record the fa&t, that, in the eightcenth
century, while the Nations of the Worid were bowing their
necks to the Yoke of Despots, the American People were a-
lone FREE, INDEPENDENT, and Hapry !



