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Windser, July 4th, 1812.
SIR,

The Committee of Arrangements in behalf of the Citizens assembled to celebrate the
birth day of AMErIcAN INDEPENDENCE, relurn you their sincere thanks for the very
able and Patriotic Oration delivered by you, and request the favor of a copy for the
Press. . -

In communicating toyou, Bir, this expression of the public sentiment, the Committee

perform a most pleasing duty, as it entirely coincides with their own.

In behalf and &t the request of the Commiltee,

with respect and esteem, I am, Sir,
Your Aumble Servant,
WILLIAM JOHONNOT:

ASA AIKENS, Esa.

July 8th, 1812.
CENTLEMEN,

Permit me to express to you, and through you to my Fellow Citizens who were present
at our Celebration of the 4th, my deep sense of the honor done me in their request for a
copy of my Oration for the Press, through the medium of your letter. ‘

Though I am sensible of many defects in the style and arrangement of that performs
ance, still, as the sentiments ave such as I am ever willing and ready to support, I com-
ply with the request, and herewith place 2 Copy at your disposal. '

I am, Gentlemen, very respect/ully,
your obedient, and humble Servant,

A. AIKENS.
Mg. WILLIAM JOHONNOT,
and others, Genllemen of the Commillee
of Arrangements.
_ | y .
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AN ORATION,

Delivered at W indsor, Fuly 4, 1812,

By AS4 AIKENS, Esq.

e T

Pullished at the special rcquest of the Eepublican citizens of said town.

Fathers and Fellow Citizens,

Having been invited by your commit-
tce of arrangements to participate with
you in the celebration of this day, in‘the
character of your orator, I have repaired
hither with no other regret, than what a-
rifes from a confcioust.efs of wmy own ina-
Lilitics to do juftice to the occafion on
which we are affemblcd.  But aware of
that indulgent gencrofity, fo peculiarly
charaCeriftic of republican fpirit, I come
forward with cheerfuinefs, and claim your
charity as a mantle lor my imperfections.

We have heretofore been accuftomed to
affcisble on the anniverfary of American
1ndependence, folicitous only to manifeft,
witli becoming fervor, our gratitude to
the heroes of the revolution, for thofe in.
viluable privileges, which, under God,
they have bequeathed us-—But if I behold
in the countenances of this refpeéted af-
icmbly, the charaéteriftics of American
fons, who retain the firft love of their fa-
thers, you came not here, to.day, with this
view alone.-.-But you came here, as men
folemnly imprefled with tize importance of
the deftinies which await us,---as men,
who,though the halo of peace is torn from
the cap of liberty, ftill glory in your coun-
try’scaufe, and rejoice in the name of A-
merican:

As fuch then, let us unite in the cele-
bration as our fathers united in the achiev-
mepds let us participate in this feaft of
reafomy and libate together on the altar of
our country’s good And while kueeling
at her fhrine, let us not be unmindful of
our avhole duty. .

‘The prefent, isindeed, a crifis---It is not
mow fufficientthat we adere and-burn; we
mult alfo cheri/h and preferve-

We are now commencing another war,
in vindication of thole {fovereign rights,
which our fathers bled to acquire- Are
commencing, did I fay ! It has long fince
been begun.  Dur brethren on the borders
of the wildernefs have already felt the
firoke, from the favage executors of Brit-
1k vengearnys! ‘The war-whoop has found.

ed— Not a weftern gale pafles, but what
birings to our ears, frefh inftamces of the
vitims who have perifhed : While every
tide of the Atiantic, reproaches us- with
the cry of our fellow-citizens, who
have been torn with brural violence,
from  their liberties, and  their
friends—not indeed, by an open enemy in
honorable war ; but by that lawlefs power
who has capricioufly fubftituted naval
force for maritime right, and imperioully
claims the {ole dominion of the ccean.

It becomes us, therefore, as men of can-
dour, firioufly to inveftigate the caufer of
thoie d:fficulties, which have eventuated

- in fo important a refolution—to probe the

wounds, which have been infli¢ted upon
our unational fovereignty and honor.

By going into this inquiry we fhall be
enabled the more duly to appreciate the
meafures of our own government..—-We
fhall find,that nur troubleshave not grown
out of any racical defe® in our own fyf-
tem of national policy ; but out of the af-
tonithirg revolutions, and rapid changes
of power which have lately been effected
in Europe. In fa@, we fhall find, that
our former profperity was the relult of a
happy concurrence of fortuitous circum-
ftances, (which alas! have paflfed away,
perhaps, never to return) rather than of
any cxtraoxdinary wifdom or fore.fight of
our own, :

For forme time previous to the Americ-
an revolution, there had been a balance of
power, eftablifhed and maintained with
{crupulous tenacity, between the differ-
eni nations of Xurope ; each watching
with a jealous eye, the movements of the
other, asthe beft fafeguard of its own in-
dependerice. While this ftate of affairs
continued, the feveral powers of the con-
tinent found itfor their interefl, to refpc®
the rights and privileges of the others.—
The laws of nature were accordingly a-
dapted to the exigencies of nations, and
confirmed by mutual confent.-— :

Even Kings thought it not bencath the
dignity of their crowns to adhere to the
principles of common hanefty.
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At the confummation of our Independ-
ence, a valt field was opened for commer-
cial eanterprife.

The {yltem of the armed neutrality hal
been promulgated by Ruflia, and acceed-
ed to by Denmark, Sweden, the United
Provinces, the Emperor of Germany, Por-
tuzal and the King of Naples, who at the
time of their acceflion were neutral pow-
ers--~-and atmong the Bellizerents, France
and Spain did not oppofe it .

'T'he principles of this fyftem, were in-
deed no other than thofe rules of eternal
jultice, as applicable to the intercourfe of
nations, which have for their obje&t, the
advancement of the happinels of mankind,
and an amelioration of the calamities of
war. - ‘

It declared that neutral natioms had a
right to enjoy a free trade with the ports
and roads of the belligerents,---That ncu-
tral thips miake neutral goods-.-That no
merchandizes fhould be reputed cciira-
band, which had not been declared fo,
in treaties made, at leaft with one of the
belligerents---That no place fhou'd be look-
ed upon as blockaded, except when fur-
rounded by cnemies” veflels in fuch a
manner as to render all entrance manifeitly
dangerous—And finally, that thefe princ-
ples fhould ferve as the bafis of all difcul-
fions, touching the legality of prizes-

This fyftem, it is true was never acced-
ed to by Great Britain, notwithftanding its
intrin{ic juftice and apparent advantages,
though from the number and ftrength of
the powers who had figned their deter-
mination to maintain it by force, the was
for fome time compelled to refpet its
principles.

With this profpe& before them, our
government could not miftake their true
policy-

They accordingly took their ftand on
the ground of neutrality---and while its
principles could command re{peét, we were
blefled with a profpenty unparalleled
in the hiftory of commerce-

Our oaks were precipi-ated trom their
ancient mountains to fubfeve the purpof-
es of a gainful trade—Our canvafs whiten-
ed every port, and the fymbol of our union
wantoned .on every brecze-

But the guarantee of this happy prof-
perity has proved but the creature of
an hour—The fyrtune of War has pla-
ced the whole maritime force of Europe in
the hinds of Great Britain, while the
fword of Napoleon dire@s the deltines of
the contirent.

the rights of neutralzy 3 and in the ftrug-
gle for their maintenance, America has
v ifortuaately been left alone---The tyrant
of the ocean and the tyrant of the land,
in the dirctal confliét of their angry paf-
fions, have wrefted from the other neutral
powers, not only their rights but their na-
tional exiftence---Fieets, more numcrony
than our own, have been aunibilatede--e
governments more powerful have bien
broken into fragments---and ftatefmen as
expericnced have funk under the weight of
public calamitics.

The American repuhlic in the morning
of her exitence, has found herfelf wéth.
out an 2ally---and at once the advocate, the
fupporter, and the avenger of univerfal
juftice and univerfal law.

Though there was really no 1 caufe for

_the prefent ruinous war between France

and Great Britain, the deiiierious policy of
thofe two nations and patticularly of
the latter, has turnithed a fpecial caunfe for
its continuance. It is the extinétion of
ncutral commerce-.--the building un of
their own naval fuperiority upon the ruing
of defolated nations !

Great  Britain  early dilcovered the
rifing profperity of thefe fiates.---Her jeal-
oufy kindled---her mercantile cupidity
took the alarm and fou;ht refuge in that
wily and Machiavelian policy, which has
fince manifefted itfelf in a&ts of the moft
flagrant injuftice.

Tired of the rotine of her former az-
greflions upon our comm ‘rce, and the te-
dious diplomztic difcuffi-ns which they
produced under the adlminiftration of Wath-
ington and Adims-- having by the battles
of Trafalgar and the Nile, by the fack of
Copenhagen,diffipated the maritime forces
of the continent, and' eftablifhed her own
fuperiority, fhe on the 16th of May 1806,
facrilegioufly trefpaffed upon the ancient
barrier of national law, by on illegal ex-
tention of the fyltem of blockades.

Having previoufly blockaded as many

A fatal attack has been commenced arr *

ports and places as her difpofable force -

could poffibly legzalize, the on that day
declared the whole coaft of France from
the mouth of th: river Elbe to the port
of Breft, inclufive,in a ftate of blockade,

‘This blockade had, indec¢d, a provifo- .

annexed to it----but as the faving in the -

provifo was not co-extenfive with the en-
actiny part of the order, the whole being
illegal, it was neverthelefs, a bafe irfringe~
meut of the fowercignty of cvery flate.

R Y-
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The provifo itfelf is no other than proof
pofitive, that the Britith government did
not then confider that blockade a legal
one :---For, Itrult that the greate® ad.
mirers of Biitith generelity, will not be fo
ftubborn in their adadration, as to pretend
that ihe wou'd have farcgone any advan-
tage in favor of America, which the laws
of nations had placed in her power,---¢/pe-
ciallyy after witnefling her backwardnets 1a
othor inftances, to mect the plaiueft de-
mands of juttice.  Nay, more---It wagnev-
er pretended by Great Britaiu herleif, that
this blockade was eftablifhed for the only
legal purpofe, the prohibiting of fupplies
for the redu&ion of places actually telieg-
ed : But on the contrary it was exprefsly
declared to be in confequence of the extra-
ordinary meafwes adopted by the enemy
for the purpote of diltrefiing the commerce
of his mujelty’s fubjects. Nor was it ever
pretended that it was legally maintained
by actual invelture of an adequate force,
uillaft July ; when, foricoth, the govern-
ment of the United States muft be wfulted
with a grand difplay of the logical taients
of Mr. Fofter, in an attempt to prove,
what no mortzl ever before pretended, that
this blockade was frictly legal, both in the
obje@ and exccution of it !

I am thus particular on this point,becaufe
it was the firft grand vauli,in the late wild
and open departure from ackowledgea
prineiples of National Law--becaufe, it
furaithes a tolerable fpecimen of the low
and piuful fhitts, and the palpable contra-
Gictions, towhich the Brinfh Miniftry have
Leen obliged torefort in the alternate jus-
tilication and excufe of the monftrous doc-
tiines they have promulgated --And be-
caufe it gave the French Emperor a fair op-

. portunity, undcer the pretence of oppofing
Rricifh injuftice with her own weapons, to
. fhare with her in the plunder of the ocean.

I ank{s-

. declaring the whole continent

Nor did he negle& it —Borne over the

. land in the car of vi@ory—leading as cap-

tive, whole nations in his train, and little
regarding the ilnpotency of his own wa-

- riae, he improves on the model of injultice

which his enemy had furnithed, by decree-
inz the blockade of the whoie Britith -
G. Biitain rejoins on the 1ith of
November following, which was 1n 1807,by
of rurope

thofe few places from which her own fag

» 7 wias not excluded.
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‘o tiede edicks, fucceeded QL others,
ukcx:ng‘m miquity, as their autbors
progroficd i ths difldorous Arife of infas

tiate avarice and unbridled ambition, tili
the fources of our commercial wealth were
lccked up, and neutrality outlawed—"Tid
eur merchantmen conld no longer traverfe
the grand highway of nations, under pen-
alty of feizure and confifcation, detention
or annihilation? Itisa fa&@, that of the
fhips which {ailed from our principal ports
in the month previous to our firft embar-
go, not one fifth of their number ever re-
turned in fafety,

But the catalogue of our grievances does
not end here.—~Would not their foul reci.
tal exhauft hour patience as much as
wound your feelings, I might proceed to
recapitulate the wanton infra&ions, by the
belligerents, of the moft folemn treaties
and equitable arrangemtnts—the indigni-
ties which have been Leaped upon usun-
der the pretence of fearch—the utter con-
tempt which Britifh commandershave man-
ifcted to our municipal and port regulas
tions---the actual violation of our territory
--the firing upon our merchantmen, and
the murder of our citizens.---But the foul-
eft ftain upon our boafted independence,
that crying indignity which ftrikes at per-
fonal liberty and confounds the freeman
with the flave, remains yet to be named---
It isthe impreffment of our feamen. This
practice, as nnfougded in principle, as it is
wicked in execution, has been uniformly
perfifted in by the Britith government.---
And notwithftanding our expoftulations
aind remonftrances and ¢vey offer of ac-
commedation on this point, which juftice
could demand or honor propofe, no amelio-
ration has been (ffc&ed in the fituation of
the unhappy vi€tims or reparation offered
their injured country. The groans of
twelve thoufand American citizeng, chain-
ed like galley-flaves to the fluating engines
of Britifh tyranny---the cries of their or-
phan children, and the tears of untimely
widowhood, befpeak the enormity of the
miernal practice and call aloud for ven-
geance.

To thele continued a&s of injultice and
aggreflion, the American government at
length raifed the barrier of oppofition---not
by plunging hattily into war, while yet
there feemed a poflibility o1 avoiding its
calamities : but determined on fhunning
the tremendeus concuflins which have
agitated Ewmope, by prferving our " uveu-
trality invioiate, they tuok a firm ftand on

the ground of juflice and mingled coucilia=

tivn with rcfiftance. ' |
W iile they raifed the flield for feIf des
feice, the okye branch was cxiended be-



(-4~

fore it inthe fame hand which bore the
fcale of Juftice equally potfed to both the
aggreflrs--Defirousof peac: while it eculd
be maintained with honor, the meafares
they adopted were pacific----P.rciic, be.
caufe they were fuch a= any nation m.ght
adopt, and no other nation have a right to
complain- Fhey were, neverthelefs, coer.
cive, withholding our fupplies from the
belligerents, and  depriving them of the
benefits of cur markets---thus, tending to
induce them to refpect our rights, on the
ground of their own intercft ¢ --Lver mak-
ing that ewent the coutingency upon
which our reltniétions fhould ceafe to ope-
rate agaift that nation who complied with
it,

- But though th= effects of this eys-
tem were truly appalling to the Brit-
ich government—though the ery of
consequent distrexs assailed the throne
from every section of his Majesty’s
dominions—and though consequent
poverty and insurrcction are the ar-
guments with which that devoted peo-
ple are striving to influence their impe-
rious rulers to comply with the just
requisitione of America, there were
TWO THINGS whiche b. flled the ef:
forts of our own government, and in-
duced the British cabinet to persevere
in +heir iniquity !

The first of these was the criminal
impatience and restlessness of a por-
tion of our own citizens under those
privationsaf which,the restrict ve mea.
sures of our govetnment were neces.
sanly the immediate, though by no
means, the primary cause,

Yee, Fellow Citizens, | repeatiit, a
portion of the people of the United
States were highly criminai, in this
respect —~And the Great Disposer of
events is now visitir g thignation with
the merited reward of that criminality,
in the awful necessity cf the present
war |-

The other ostensible cause, which
has contributed to thiz unf.vorable re.
sult, is the bic:eringrof domestic Fac-
tion. Universal history testifizs that

periods of pational distress, are those

sought by this anti pational epirit for
putting forth its energics and organize
INg its votaries,

Andn the present instance, the dis-
asterous influence of the convulsions
in Europe, upon our own interest
and sovereignty has tempted faction
from her hiding place, ans she has a.
gamn eallied forth, with an «ffrontery
hitherto unparalelled inthe apnals of
moral or poiitical depravity, She hag
set up her cr. even within the shade
of the Capitol, which s incessantly re-
peated by th traiterous, the design-
tag, the duped and the pensioned in
almost every hamlet amoung us,

Do you ark for proofs of this declara-
tion ?—You need not cast your eyes
beyond the circles of your owna ac-
quaintance. —How many simple and
honest men do we bechold, real well-
wishers to their country at heart, who
are staggering under a load of fearful
doubts of the rectitude and impartiali-
ty of our rulers—=who are¢ blinded by
Sfalse surmises, which they never
couid hive dra-n from a correct
knowledge cof the measures of our gov-
ernment, and a clear understanding of
existing facts ; but which have b en
i.fused into their minds by c¢ther men
too well informed to be unconscious of
the deceit they are practicii.g.

At this evepntful momert, when our
government are calling upon ue to
strike and avenge the wrongs of an
insuited and abused pation, it becomes
our duty to point to the dangers
which lurk «ithin, 23 well 23 meet
those which threaten from without,—
W ought to rend the mask from tha
face of the deceiver, and remove the
cataracts from the eyes o the deceiv-
ed. Weought to recollect and teach
toothers the solema truth, that who.
ever it found advocating the preten- -
tions, or palliating the agpgressions of
any foreign pawver, at the ¢xpense of
our own government,has not the heart



and feelings of an American.—That
he is to be regarded as no other than
a glczing minion of foreign tyranny—
a pander of faction—a would-be para-
cide of our national honor and inde-
pendence.—That though the wolf ap-
pear ingheep’s clothing he i3 no less a
wolf. Hs unnatural yell is a tcken
to the wary sh pherd to beware,
however fawning his demeanor, or
gpecious hie pretences !

By Faction, I mean the old spirit of
toryirm—that old 8¢ pent in 8 new
skin—that bane of '75,whic has ever
since been cherished in the hot bed of
our commercial relations, and fed om
B:iiish goid 3 and which, since those
relations have been partially susprnded,
has turned 1t wrath against the vi
tals of our own government,andisnow
venting 1o all the forms, which disap-
pointed ambition can dc vise or falschood
create, Whence this continued & vio-
lent opposition to every ineasure of our
goverament ? Wheoce the foul and
slanderous imputations against our ru!-
ers, of duplicity in their negociations,
and hostility to commerce? Where
is their onigin but in our sea-porta——a.
mong men, whose patrioti m is too uf-
ten graduated by their accounts of loss
and £a:u—mnen, who while the rights
of neu'rality were revpected advanc-
ed rapidly to independent fortunes,
and who are now pining for the
crumbs of commereial servitude.

These unfortunate men, mistaking
their own private interests for the in-
terest of 2 great agricultural nation,
—ever dreamng that aoy considera-
tions worthy of the nctice of govern-
ment could possibly exist without the
colum s of the marine jrurnalemral-
culating the valus of our mantine
rights by the premiums of surance
to England ; an1k»>wing that their
early profit: d:p=aded on their ability
1> obtaia E.ghien credit, they have fi-
mally ideatified the interest of Ameri.
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ca, with the interest of Great Britaia.
They have confounded the cause of
an uncfiending neutral, struggling for
the rights of neutrality, whith that of
the tyrant of the ocecan, bept on their
destruction !

They have in many _instances, in
the face of the laws of their country
bartered their owa honor and the symf
bol of our independence, with an en,
ormous tribute to boot, for the despi_
cable consid<ratiinn of a British Ii.
cense and British convny.

They listea to capt. Fo'ger, on the
subject of French burninge and Frencls
prisong, and with him tak.ng fright,
they scud a vay to Great Britain, and
si: king meritriciously into her em-
brace, proclaim her ¥ as the only ref-
wge from the universal tyranny of Bo-
naparte—ag the protectress of the
rights of naiions~—as the freeman's
best friend, and the world’s last hope !?
They hear of the strenth of Sir Peter
Parker, and the discomfiture of ¢* Sir*
Arthur Batt Bingham,and in the same
breath, sigh for the protection of the
one, and the misfortune of the‘other.

This is indeed a ludicious picture,
but it is too l:ke the original to excite
a smile.

| have spoken in- gemeral terms, bul
there are many honorable exceptions,

Another class of men, uifluenced
by motives of per:opal ambition, have
laid hold on this anti- American spirit,
the matural cffpring of . ur .commer.
cial relations with Great Britain, and
by art a’ dintrigue, both open and se-
cret, would fain make it subzervient to
their own purposes—the hurling the
the presentadministration from power,
aud setting themselves up in their pla-
ces. With this view,every measure of
our government is traduced, the heada
of department vilified, and the dan-
gers which have so long threatened us,
and the privations we have felt, been
uniform y ascribed %o other cansesihan.
the real ones, R
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. These gentry unblushingly declare
%o the pecple of the United States—
Great GOD !—and must I speak it, of
men who were born to freedom ?—It
cannot be denied They unblush.
ingly declare to us and to the world,
that the present war has sprung not
from the injustice of Great Britain,
prompted on in some measure, by the
graceless disaffection of the minority
here, but, from the unreasonable de-
mands of our government and their
hostile disposition to England and
‘Commerce !

- They insultingly tell us that the
British cabinet have ever stood ready
to grant us every remuneration for
the past and guarantee for the future
which we have a right to ask !

They manifest an anxious con-
cern for the distresses of the mer-
chant, and modestly inform him there
is no remedy, butin a change of ad-
ministration. Effect this change, say
thej, and we will give you peace—
we will give you prosperity—your
commerce with England shall be res
tored-—the ferocity of the savages, a8
by magic, shall become like the gen-
tleness of lambs ! We will give you a
navy, which shull enable you to ley
your enemies in prostration at your
feet ! : :

It is thus, Fellow-Citizens, that per-
sonal ambition and local interest have
wunited in rearing the standard of oppo-
sition among us: And it is by the
means and for the reasons, which I
bave already curserily noticed, that this
‘oppoasition, har become assimilated, in
principle and affection with the present
-open and avowed enemy of our coun-
1ry.

But whatever msy be the preten-
‘sions or the promises, which illicit
‘views and party prejudices may
promt men to make, they are deceit-

- ful #lnsions,which tend only to beguile

the yielding mind more easily to
perdition, R :
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- that the excitement of these

——

But our government have reasum:tlT
better.—They have seen in the un. .
righteous orders and decrees of the
belligerents, and in their tenacious ad- ’
herence to them, the developement !
of a system, which aiming at univer- |
#al monopoly and dominion, tramples
under foot, the most sacred priaciples
of pational right; the progress and fi-
nal establishment of which, and the
conzequent re-colonizatios of this peo-
pleynothing but an appeal to arms
could prevent !

A majority of the people of the U-
nited States have reasoned better,—
They know the evils to be apprehend-
ed from a great navy and are deter :
mined to avoid them, i

They s:e in the present deplorable '
cendition of the commonalty of Eng. *
land, an awfal admonition, to beware X
of that engine of Executive ambition,g
which would te the primordial cause !
of similar troubles here. They know
that these armaments have uniformly .
excited the pride of their possessors,
and the jealousy of other powers—— :.
passions, ;
produces frequent & destructive wars, :
—that frequent wars must ever |:re-_é
ate a perpetually increasing debt—be {
productive of taxation in every shape,
poverty and misery among the lower
classes of people, and spetulation and
stock-jobbing among the rich ;—In
short, they know that national bank-
fuptey, or revolution and the destruc-
tion of Liberty would close the scene ! |

The immediate predecessor of our
preseat illustrious chief magistrate rea-
soned better-—He¢ saw, that though a
neutral commerce was an honornble
road to wealth and affuence, while
the rights of neutrals were regarded
by belligerent powers, and a necessa-
ry resort for America, while she was
yet without maoufactories, it wus nev.
ertheless, the conductor by which for.
eigninfluence and foreign vioes, would|
be iatroduced amaong us, and the teas

y
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er by which they would be cherished.

He regarded it as the frutful source

. of local interests and local prejudices,

incompatible with the harmony and
best good of the nation.—He was a-
ware that the spirit of commerce keeps
the passions of men in a state of per-
petual e flerveacence, and that agricul-
ture and manufactured, uniform!ly calm
them. ,

Profoundly skilled in the science of
government, he saw in advance the
consequent evils to which our tran-
quility and UNION were exposed, and
scught their remedy in the effect
which local situation has upon the po-
litical ceconomy of man

He accordingly cultivated peace
and harmony with the natives, and

thus opened every facility to the settle-

ment of the Western states.
Apnd what do we behold, as the re-

" sult of his policy ¢ Two millions of

freemen beyond the mountains, unin-
fluenced by that anglo-commercial ma-
nia, go fatalto the repuse of New Eng-
land.—A band of patriots, who-from
their situation, can have no interest
adverse to our complete emancipation
from the trammels of ¢ British justice>
and ¢ French love,”—

A race of men, who, on the first
call of their country, have leaped forth,
an armed phalanx, emulous canly to
support her rights and avenge her
wrongs—who, I trust, will ever stand
a terror to the minions of faction here,

~ and an everlasting guarantee to the in-

|

integrity of the Union—that Union,the
preservation of which, was the earn-
est prayer of the Great, the Godlike
WASHINGTON.

But, Fellow Citizens, it is not by

pursuing a system of restrictive meas-

ures alone, that our government have
20 long strove to forego the necessity
of the solemn appeal they have made.
They have remonstrated against eve-
Ty encroachment upon our rights, *till
remonstrance bas proved vain.

They have negociated—and not-

| witbatahdin‘ they had seen an equita-

ble arrangement disavowed, without }
any apparent cause or real excuse,
they have still continued to treat, ja
good faith, with that nation who no
longer deserved our eonfidence. .

They have demanded a recognition
of our just claims, but have been an- .
swered by-ineult,aggression and abuee !" |
—They bhave sought peace at St
James and have found war at Malden.

They have negociated, till the Buit-
ish ministry have been driven .from
their first ground. of excuse, that of
retaliatingupon the injustice of France,
to an open avowal of their real inten.-
tion, never to respect our rights till
Frapce shall have opened her ports to
all the world. .

Taey have been willing to pass o-
ver injuries, as casualties inseparable
from a state of hostilities in Europe e~
ven where a hostile intention against
us could not be mizunderstood..

But this patient endurance of aggrar -
vated wrongs, this long forbearance
to rouse the energies of the nation,.
resulted not- from a dread of war, but
from a love of peace.. .

The evils of war are no longer to
be dreaded by afree people,than while;.
as a free pecple thex ean avoid them,

And having exhausted the cup of
conciliation.to the very dregs—hav.
ing dissipated everv hope of an honor-
able and friendly adjustment—having:
found an accredited British spy lurking
in the bosom of our country, in time
of peace, and seeking to undermime:
our happy union—having seen the.
western savages influerced to war by
British agents,—having borne more.
from.Great Britain than ever one na.
tion bore from another without a con-
test—Our government have resolved:
—poising themselves on their own.
maguoanimity, and the honor aad spir-
it of the nation, they have resolved to-
return those hostilities which our ene-.
my bad already commenced ;—Yes,
they have resclved on WAR—a war,
pot of ambiticn ; not for the pitiful
commerce of the present momenty

'
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| Gut, a war for self defence,—for the

reclamation and hberty of our citizens
~for the preservation of those 1mpre-
scriptable and sovereign rights with-
out which, our independence is an
empty boast, and our name a re-
proach.—

Axd is there here a single individu-

“:a) who can lay his hand on his heart,
and sorrow that still greater sacrifl,
© ces have not been made to the depart.

‘ing genius of peace 7—We have no-

thing left but our ¢ntegrity, our na-
tional honor, and national independ-

_-ence -—One etep more would have
‘plunged us in degradation.

Or has apy oae ¢o far forgotten the
price of our heritage as to thiak it not
worth this strugle to retain ?

Go then, to the tomb of some de-

‘purted soldier—ask of his shade the

price of your liberties :—His genius
shall arise, and teach you a lessom as
solemn and impressive, as the csuse
in which he fell was sacred.

He will recount to you the direful
‘seenes of Monmouth, of Saratoga, of
Groton and of Charlestown—He will
point you to the sanguinary field,where
the staffof the aged father was brok-
-en, where the blessing of the anxious
mother was cutdown, and the fond
‘hopes of the bétrothed damsel, disap-
;pointed forever !

He wili lead you to the spot where
great Montgomery fell; and as you
tread with unhallowed steps,an hum-
ble mound, he will bow his head and
weep—“ Here lies my son,” he will
say, “ but he is happy for he, died in
the cause of fre Y e '

But why appeaf¥F the silent testi-
mouny of the dead, while we are yet
blessed with the presence of here and
there an actor in that greatdrama ?

" Ye aged and venerable few, whose
‘whitened locks grace this assembly ;
declare to us what were your feelings
-=-what the emotions of your hearts,
‘when withoutthe necessary. arms or
€quipments, you broke from the ten.

er embrace of domestic affection, and

marched to the tented fleld, to
¢ breast the onset of vain-glorious in-
vasion ?” —What were the privations,
the fatigues, the anxieties, the march.
es you endured ?

What were the ravages—the scenes
of woe and deep distress, which you
bave witnessed, from the hands of’
those tyrants who'would enslave you?
~—What were the dangers you escap-
ed?—Whatwere your s¢nsations when
in the hour’ of disasterous battle, you
saw your brother sink down on the
field of death?

Tell to us the whole story of your
sufferings ; and when you have doae,
God forbid, that you should have spo-
ken in vain ! _

And can it be, that with these facty
ringing in our ears, and this noble ex-
ample before us, that we should now
be slow to action ?—That we should
shrink from the last resort for the de-
fence of those rights, which our fa-
thers fought to acquiré, and which,
we, in turn, are challenged to maip-
tain ?—No—we will not brook op-
pression- Tho’ tenfold darker were
the prospect, tho’ foreign influence
may bragdish her menaces, tho’ fac.-
tion may #trivetv divide, and palsy
the energies of the nation, we will say
to our povernment, GO ON :—The
hearts of this people are with you—
the spirit of our fathers is inherited by
their children. We will rally again
to the standard which WASHINGTON
reared.-—~The enemy is the same that
hero fought—the cause the same ia
which he toiled.

The ficld of honor has again be-
come the field of duty—and having
drawn our swords, let us pledge our. °
selves to one-another and tothe world,
never to sheathe them tillevery wrong
is redressed and the han:ll of the ag~ .

sor effectually stayed. i
'rzonscioul of t{e recfitude of our .
cause, and convinced of the necessity’ '
of the cortest, we cheerfully leave the |
result tothat Almighty Being, in whose
hand nations rise and fall, prosper and

decay, ]



