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With feniiments of the higheft Confideration and Refpe&,
Your Obedient and very Humble Servants,
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| Accept, Gentlemen, my high confideration and eftecm,
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| HAPPY are we, 1n beholding the things which we
sce, and in hearing of thic prosperity of our highly favoured
country. We arc permitted to see the yIIRTY-FOURTH
ANNIVERSARY of the Birth-Day of our Nation ; and arc
assembled for the commemoration thercof. It has been
from time immemorial, an usage to cclebrate days event{ul
and important to the nations and kingdoms of men. This
hath not been without a precedent ; and is sanctioned by o
speeial Divine command. | i
When the chosen seed of the Father of the Faithful,
was by the particular interpositions of the Divine hand, mn
nuraculons operations, emancipated from their slavery in
the land of Ham, and had become an independent nation ;
that auspicious day was, by the mandate of Jehovah, their
Deliverer, annually commemorated. It 1s written, *¢ And
this day shall be unto you for a memorial, and you shall
keep it a feast unto the LORD, throughout your genera-
tions : you shall keep it a feast, by an ordinunce forever.”
No case more exactly comports with ours, than the
instance of the deliverance of this ancient people from their
bondage, and becoming a distinct, free, and independent
nation. Of them and of us it may be said, that a nation
was born at once. From a similarity of circumstances at-
.tending these great events, combined with the utility of a
sultable celebration, we may conclude it to be our duty, to

~ commemorate so important and interesting an event, to our-
selves and the world, as the natal day of our national exist- . "
ence, -Our God would have us mindful of his mercies,
and not forgetful of his beneficence,  And what circum- ¢ @
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:.f.s__t'a}ﬁbe can he more peculiarly adapted to Iead our contem-
plations uyon the goodness and providence of God towards

us, and our nation, than an annual cxercise of this nature 2

.And what contemplations are better suited to give us a re-
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1zing sense of a particular and universal providence, and

efactor ? All this, doubtless, God’s people felt in the com-
memoration of their deliverance. And it was the Divine
design, 1n the stitution of the memorial, that they should
lecl it.  How naturally and necessarily would their thoughts
be employed upon the history of their nation? This weuld
combine all the wonderful and miraculous providences of
God in their favour. Such as their Patriarchs experienced
in the lond of their pilgrimage ; and all the circumstances
of their sojourning in Egypt, with the supernatural opera-
tions of the Divine hand in their deliverance.” How deeply
impressed with a sense of the Divine providence, both in

the natural and the moral world, must they have been ?

And the highest reelings of awe, reverence, and gratitude,
must those contemplations have excited in them. The
same eflects, will a suitable commernoration of our national
existence have upon us. In this we recognize marveilous,
not to say miraculous providences of n1M, who is the great
Arbiter of the nations of the carth.

In consequence of religious persecution, and the folly
of the supposition, that human laws may bind the fuith of
mankind, and direct their mode of worship, this new werld
was first planted, by those who possessed and cherished the
spirit of liberty, civil and religious, in their own breasts—
by a few persccuted Christians.  How surprizingly verifi-
ed in this, s that declaration ¢ Surely the wrath of man
shall praise thee ; the remainder of wrath shalt thou re.
strain.” Could the great accuser of the brethren, have
foreseen that the oppression of the Church in the east,

- should have opcrated to the destruction of his pagan king-

dom in the west; and have opened the way for the Prince
of Peace to have erccted 15 upon the ruins, as our'eyes
behold in this land ; how sparing would he have been of
his persccuting influence 2 Upon this, formerly a pagan
land, where Satan reigned without controul, in his own el-
ement of darkness; our cyes now behold thousands of

q)lendid'ediﬁces dedicated to the worship of the Living and
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true God ; and sec muliitudes thronging them, and listens
ing to the lips of Christ’s ambassadors, to hear that glori-
ous Gospel, by which life and immortality are brought to
light. Insterd of the hideous and aiscordant yells of the
pagans, and the worshipping of devils, our ears are blessed
with sweet harmony in the songs of Zicn, all animatingy
and vaising the soul to £xod. Surely this can be the work.
only of K1y, whose prerogative it is to bring good, infin-
ite good, out of cvil.  Who can review the numerous and
eventful occurrences which have raised up and brought
our nation to what it is, and not be impressed with a real-
1zing sensc of the particular and universal providence of
God ? And especially, when in connection with this,
there was a conflict between sin and holiness, tyranny and
oerty, in a civil, and in a religious point of view, If God
said of his ancient people, when they were few in number,
and strangers in the land, ¢ "Touch not mine anointed, and
do my prophets no harm ;°’ so did he say of the persccuted
settlers of these United States.  And cspecially of that he-
roic company, with the Rev, Mr. Robinson, the first plant-
ers of this Commonwealth.
1t 15 truc of all the scttlements, that God took them
under his holy keeping.  Though they were afflicted, they
were not destroyed by tie Savages.  God multiplied them
m all their sufferings, as He did the ancient Hcebrews.
And they, governing themselves in the form of a pure de-
mocracy, until their numbers required a representative
one; and cstablishing their polity, both civil and religious,
till they stood in that unparalleled attitude of prosperity,
which excited the jealousy or avarice of the parent country,
and which led to their endcavours to subjugate us by the
force of arms.  Then waus particulurly the time that Ged,
our great protector, appeared 1 his majesty and strength,
{or our defence, and gave armies for our ransom.  He ap-
pointed us a place, and gave us a name among the pow-
ers of the earth.
This auspicious day we celebrate ; and what i3 more
applicable to the performance thercof, thun with hearts of
ratitude, that we take a view of its superlatve blessings ?
t dissolved and annthilated the strong chains of civil and re-
hglous tyranny which were forming for us. All our fellow
citizens, the millions of this increasing and rising Nation,
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may, without {ear of disfranchisenmient, publicly avow their
schigious faith 3 and without the shackles of human laws,
worship God, m the manner their own censciences may
dictate.  The day presents us also with a view of our civil
Libertics. It has severed the bands by which we were held
under the mandates of a foretgn and arbitrary power, It
prosents to our view, our nobles proceeding fiom ourselves,
and our governors from the midst of us. It has barred
tfrom out land, crucl task-masters, and unfecling tax-gath.
ercrs. It has hushed the shrill blast of martial sound, and
bids us stand aloof from the perpetual wars, fightings, and
bickerings of the Iuropcon world. It saves our sons
from the iron grasp of press-gangs and man stealers. It
invites them to sit under their own vines and fig-trees,
with their joyful parcnts, where therc are none to make
them afraid. In view of the importance of our indepen-
dence, a distinguished writer of our revolution says: ¢ If
the future expulsion of arms from cne quarter of the world
be a desrable object to a peuceable man....If the freedom
of trade to every part of it, can engage the attention of the
man of business....If the support or fall of millions of cur-
rency can affect our interest....If the entire possession of
estates, by cutting »ff the lordly claims of Britzi over the
soil, deserve the vegard of landed property....and if the
right of making our own laws, uncontrouled by royal or
ministerinl spics or mandates, be worthy our care as free-
:ien 3. then arc all men interested in the support of Inde.-
nendence 3 and may he that supports 1t not, be driven
aom the blessing, and live unpitied bencath the servile
-uficrings of scanaalous subjection !

'Fhis day opened the door of Paradisc to this new
world 5 and elevated the United States, the youngest
aaughter, to the cxalted scat of Preceptress of all the
zncient states of the Globe,  She teaches them the inutil.
ity of kings, and the folly of hereditary governments :
‘Jhat titles and distinctions of nobility are not for the hap-
piness of a nation, for whom alone a government is institut-
cd. - Saith Dr. Knox, “ I have no esteem for thac species
of politics which pretends to pursuc a national good inde-
pendently of the happiness of individuils, and I cannot
help thinking a system of goveenment which derives any
nart of 1ts wealth from the wretchedness of the greater part
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of its subjects, not only defective, but dizbolical.”  She
teaches that goodness and wisdom, with ability to rule,
are not hereditary qualitics ; and the importance of rotation’
in onice ; well knowing that the human heart, under tempta-
tion, will easily swerve from the line of duty, where thare
is no restraint from a sense of amenableness to the people,
and dependence on them for the tenure of office.  She
tcaches ancient states also, that it is infimitely more for the
honor and huppiuess of a nation, patiently to sufter smali
inconveniences and privations, uajustly, than to augment
them, a thousand fold, by a dubiocus and sanguinary re-
sentment.

- The rising sun of the day of cur Independenze, dis-
pels the mists of dirkuess.  Laght pours in from every
quarter.  RKunowledee of every kind increases.  “Fhe wis-
dom of our Fathers, n the institution of Umversitics 5 the
spirit which now keeps them alive; the liberal principles
on which our schools are founded and supported by law ;
¢rive to genius a full scope for mmprovement.  “the door
of offices of honor, profit, and trust, bemg open to the sul-
frages of the people, and the only attributes for office be-
ing wisdom, fidelity, and ability, all are on equal groundd
for them.  And in addition to the advantages just named,
with the nature of republican governments, to facilitate the
improvement of knowlegge in general, but that of political
in particular ; the late Administrators of our national gov-
crnment, have commenced the publication of diplomatic
correspondence, with foreign nations and their ambasse-
dors.” ‘This is 2 very mmportant source of political know-
ledge to the people, and especially to the yoi.h; they,
paying due attention to it, by the time they arrive at mi-
turity, may honourably perform the duties of a diplomatic
commission. But in hereditary governments, noblemen,
the scns of noblemen, and those of the highicr ordar of
the Cicrgy, must occupy cvery office of honour, proft,
and trust, whether they be wise men, or bordering on
1diotism; while genius, goodness, and fidelity in other
classes; are undiscovered, as a diamond in the dust, hav-
ing no oppertunity for action. ¢ Take away love, anbi-
tion, the changee and chances of this mortal life, and man
will be content to eaty drink, sleep, and DIE,»



The {ull genius of those nations has not opportunity
to display itsell’; and those in office are devoid of all sense
of amenableness to the people ; to these things in a great
measure, may be attributed that hypocrisy, duplicity, infi-
delity, and deceit, so glaringly apparent in foreign courts.

By the United States, all foreign powers are taught to
govern themselves, according to their exigencics and cir-
cumstances, and not to :oil and labour, to pay kings and
nobles for doing it, at their asking price. B

If 2 nation of men, by a choice of their representation,
be unfit to govern” themselves, who shall be found ade-
quate to the important task 2 o

Not only were the sourcesof knowledge, but those
of wealth opened to us by the day we celebrate.  Under
our frce government, the spirit of enterprize has full
Iiberty for action and improvement. Individuals pursue
that craft, art, or mystery, best suited to their genius or
diposition.  Mankind are formed with different inclina-
tions, or propensities, to the various employmeiits, and oc-
cupations of human life, which are calculated to improve,
rcfine, and render society prosperous.  And the more at
liberty those propensities are, to pursue their natural or
chosen occupations, the greater 1s the improvement, and
the more perfect 1s society.

‘This, with the economy of our national government,
and the inconsiderable expence, in comparison with that of
European governments, taken to support it, renders us
increasing in individuzal and national wealth. Here the la-
bourer in general is lord of the soil; and when he is not,
but a few active years will acquire him a landed property,
sufficient for the maintenance of a family.

And with respect to the increasc of national wealth,
if 1t can be considered distinet from individual ; the indul-
gence of a moments recurrence to public documents, will
prove the correctness of the position. On the 1st January,
1791, the gross amount of debt, was, 75,463,476 dollars
and 52 cents. The debt on the 1st of January 1801, was
83,038,050 dollars and 80 cents. The increase of debt in
those ten years, viz, from 1791, to 1801, in.the two first
administrations, notwithstanding war with the Indians,and
being on the eve of one with France, and ail msurrcction,”

amounted only to 7,574,574 dollars and 28 cents. "Lhe

v
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debt on the 1st of January 1810, was only 33,172,502
doilars 32 cents, including tlie Louisiana stock.

~ The old debt remaining due c¢a the 1st of January
last, was only 41,922,302 dollars 32 cents. The sum
paid of the old debt during the last nine years, amcunts
to 41,115,748 Hollars 48 cents. So that almost halt of
cur national debt was discharged during the last nine years,
mcluding the 15,000;000, the purchase of Louisiana.

This shows the Increase of otir national wealth, not-
tvithstanding the embarrassment of our revenue, by the or.
ders and decrces of the European belligerents.

A proportional increase of prosperity in nine years
to come, as in the nine years last past; will discharge the
whole of our national debt, with contracting anothier of
15,000,000. - ) |

This shoiws beyond all controversy the astonishing m-
creasc of our national wealth, in the last nine years,

A suitable commemoration of an anuiversary like the
nresent, is beneficlal, as it invites to the invention of liver.
al things.

The great provider of mankind hath for wise purposes;
unequally distributed the good things of life to thesn.
\While some are fed to the full, and surrodnded with alt the
riches of Iife, the scanty portion of others is dealt to them
with a sparing hand. T'his inequality in the distribution
of the means of life, 1s designed by the great creator, that
some should be dependent on others for their subsistence.
‘Therefore; charity or liberality to the poor, is so much in-

sisted on; in the divine oracles; as an indispensable duty, on:

thosc who are made stewards of God’s bounty. And as i
the exercise of this important duty, many considerations
are combined ; as the ability of the donor, the necessity of
the recciver, the time and circumstances of the donation s

not to receive again; not to be scen by men; and a duty .

so directly in opposition to the sclfish, parsimoniouis heart ;
mankind are prone to neglect it more than any other duty.
In times of general rejoicing, when the spirits are animated
aird the heart merry, it is a favournble season for liberal

things. And these are a duty comprised in the commem.
oration of this day of our national nativity.

'This is sanctioned by the usage of the then most cn.
hghtened and pious nation of the earth, The Jews dispersed
R
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throughout thegreat Persian kingdom, inthe davs of Ahasus-
efus, the king, triumphed over the machinations of Haman,
for their utter extirpation. . | -

Instead of their being destroyed on the appointed day,
they had power given them over theirenemies. This con-
spicuous, and fortunate day for the Jews, was annually. cel-
ebrated according to the proclamation of Esther the qucen,
and Mordica: the Jew; ‘¢ As the days wherein the Jéws
rested from their enemies, and the month which was turn-
cd unto them, from sorrow unto joy, and from mouming
unto a good day ; that they should make them days of
feasting and joy, and of sending portions one ¢ another,
and gifts to the poor.”?

Days of rejoicing ate peculiarly those of liberality ;
that the heart of the poor may be merry, and joy dispens-
ed through all ourranks. The indispensable command of
him, whose all things are, is equally binding in temporals
and spirituals-—*¢ Freely ye have received, frecly give,”

‘Fhis duty is attended with superior advantage to the
donor, as “¢it is more blessed to give than to reccive.”
A circumstance contributing to render the great baneficent
Parent of the universe, more blessed thanall creatures,.in
the aggregate, who receive all things from his munificent
hand. '

You, thercfore, who are made stewards of God’s
property, will not deny yourselves of that virtuous bless.
edness which God hath put in your power ; by opening
your hands wide on this joyful anniversary, to gladden the
hearts of the poor, and to make that of the widow to sing.
- In view of the blessedness of our Independence, the
day invites to a careful retention of it. How prone is man
to neglect and abuse his greatest blessings, and provoke
the all benevolent donor to remove them ? '

The gencration rising up under our free and elective
government, and not conversant with the history of others,
know not how to prize their own; and may by a few de-
sighing men, and newspaper publications, with other writ-
ings, be made to believe it is the miost defective of all gov-
erntnents ; and to think that all adverse occurrences, at-
- fecting our nation, solely proceeding from our foreign re-
lations, and unjust measures of foreign courts, are to he
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attributed to the administration of our own governmeng
Such is the eflect of the licentiousness of the press.

Immrance, more than any physical imbecility of a na-
tion, is the occasion of oppression’; and if we loose our
liberty, it will depart by the door of ignorancc. Some
degree of knowledge, and of undelstandmsf the princi-
ples of our Constitution, and the measures of its adminis-
tration, are absolutely requisite for the people to actunder-
standingly in governmental concerns.

If a private indjvidual, whether g farmer, merchant,
or mechanic, should leave 'his business totally to persons
employed to carry it on, and to commit to them his purse,
his credit, his property and all his concerns; without
knowing what they take, what they do, or how thcy man-
age, otherwise than a mixed, mtexested neighhourhood
should tell him ; ; would he not be thought to act most
preposterously 2 and the public would judge an individual
to require a guardian, who should neglect refuse, or be
unable to manage his own concerns.

But no less unsuitable is the conduct of a people,
who have the government in their own hands, to be igno-
vant of it, and totally to neglect all public concerns. This
conduct better comports with the condition of slaves, who
have no voice or influence in their government, than with
a free people, Those who will not govern themselves,
must lose their liberty and be governed by others.

We therefore sec it to be indispensable to the reten-
tion of our freedom, that we exert ourselves for the dis-
scmination of pohtlcal knowledge, through all ranks of our
lcllow citizens. And let it be 2 stigma upon a person
who ought to know something of our public concerns,
when he is totally ignorant of them. But here our duty
Is not terminated. {et us be aware of those circumstan-
ces and practices which are sources of ignorance.

Afflucnce which is naturally predicated of “every free
government, has its concatenation of temptations :  From
€ase, to 1dleness, luxury, intemperance, and every effemi-
nate practice; to the debility of the mind, as well as body,
in this state, men will seek as their summum ermm, the
gratification of their animal passions and appetites; and
hecome mare and more sordid, peevish, selfish, forgetful

.-t.

v
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and careless, of. the public good ; and prepare themselves
té be inactive, worthless skeves.

We must for the retention of our liberties avoid pub.
lic sins, as well as private vices. He who hath given us
indcpendence and liberties, can, on our abuse of them, re-
move them in ways unforeseen and unthought of by us.
We cannot manifest dur thankfulness for, and due improve.
ment of our religious liberties ; but by a serious and con-
stant attendance on all the ordmances and institutions of
the gospel.

Among the public sins of our land, we cannot forbear
to mention the abuse of the important hbcrty of the press.
Unhapplly, a system of the most unseemly slander, and
misrepresentation of facts, hath, for years past, been prac-
tised in our land; greatly to the displcasure of God, and
highly dlsgraceful to our nation.

Public slandey and defamation, have overleaped all
bounds; and not content with their own, ave found in the
most sacred dej)arzmcnts as if the strength of our govern-
ment were to be tried by their force.  But our nation is
enlightened ; they are aware of the designs of their cne-
mies; the plllars of our union tremble not at their efforts;
the Sampsons of the business are shorn to the quick! and
‘et it be our endeavour to prevent the future growth of
their locks.

‘This anniversary bids us recognize the price by which
it was purchased. Heaven rarcly bestows great tcmporal
favors without corresponding exertions and sufferings to
obtain them. ~ These United States, once acknowledgcd
British colomes, ﬁndnw their charter stolen and vmlatcd
and the determination of the British parliament to carry in-
to eflect a system of policy towards them, which compris-
ed a right to bmd the colonies, without their represent..l-
tion, in all cases whatev er; roused in them a most deter-
mined opposition ; as the pretension was mdlcatwc of every
prominent featare which designates tyranny ; and subjcctecl
the colonies, to the most abject state of slavery. “I'he most
humble petitions and remonstrances appeared to have no
other effcct on the British cabinet, than to incite them to
enforce their determination, by the prowess of arms. This
pxcited jn the States a correspondent spurit of opposition ;

»
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which pervaded all ranks and every grade of our fellow -
citizens. They saw nothing before them but this alterna-
tive, slavery for themselves and posterity, ora dire conflict.

To resist a power which made the thrones ‘of Europe
tremble, was awfully presumptuous! "L'o submitto vas.
salage, was worse than death ; and proving themselves un-
worthy of their magnanimous ancestors, who forsook all
the delights of civilized Europe, encountered the dangers
of the seas, and the more perilous circumstances of land-
ing their families upon the dreary shore of a wilderness,
inhabited only by savage beasts and more savage men ; all
for the sake of religious and civil hberty for themselves
and posterity. |

¢ What can we do ?” said the colonies.—¢¢ Shall we,
solitary, and alone, in the wilderness, resist the greatest
power on the earth, which has a preponderating influence
over all the sceptres of Europe? Slaves we cannot be,
We appeal to the Prince of the kings of the earth for the
rectitude of our cause, and the decision of the case.”
Instantly were all ranks, and both scxes, as from Heaven
inspired, with a firm, unshaken resolution, not to live
slaves, nor suffer oppression to descend from them to their
oftspring. And when the scene of blood was opeied at
Lexington, the spirit of our heroes failed them not, nor did
that of our heroines flinch, From that early morning,
through revolving scasons, our before peaceful land be-
came an Aceldama, Then commenced the time which
¢ tricd men’s souls 3?7 those in the cabinet, and those who
were destined to the field. ‘LT'he martial clarion resounded
throughout our land: '

“To arms! toarms!’” was the call. The warlike
spirit glowed in those bearing arms; and in addition to
their own, they were stimulated by the fire of female parrior-
2sm ¢ which unlocked the arms of the fuir, irom the most
tender embraces of husbands and sons, and of those who
cherished the fondest hopes of a futuse connubial connec:
tion; saying, ‘‘go! go, under the protection of Heaven,
and save our country ; and if you be not permitted to return,
let us have the superlative consolation ol hearing  that you
died vahantlv. How can we subimit to the degradation of be.
coming mothers of a progeny of slaves !?? Our heroines, in
theirplace,werenota whit behind our foremast heroes, Their
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patriotic concurrence, and persuasive eloquence, strung
the less soft, but more athletic nerves with vigour to wield
the sword; and to them belong, lasting renown, and a full
participation in all the honors and joys of the day.

But what, as the purchase of our independence ensues
for almost eight succeeding years? To our country is a-
lotted wearisome and perilous days, and sleepless nights.
A profusion of blood and treasure. Now flushed with
hope, and then more anxious for the cause. Wading
through all the caprice and vicissitudes of a protracted and
chequered war. ‘

The merciless Britons on uae side, and the savages
of the wilderncss on the other.  Hope and fear, accompan-
ied with sympathising compassion for thosec who mourned
the loss of fricnds and connections, fallen in the high places
of the ficid, extended from habitation to habitation. Al
were alive for tclligence from the conflicting armies,
which they dreaded to hear. Cruelty and devastation
marked the {ootsteps of the foe. They make their rava-
ves.—They lay waste our pleasant what do 1
sec? What dreadful conflagration is that ? ?Tis Charles.
ton ! °tis wrapt in flames ! see the pitchy exhalation,
like cnrling mountams towering to the skies !

"Chere 1s the vigorous son, aiding . his aged father
from the ruins. See the distressed maternal parent scek -
jng her affrighted child, to snatch it from the encircling
flames. And now, behold, under cover of the dysky, va-
pour of the consuming clement, the adverse foe, in bril-
liant martial array, with firm. and . unduanted step, boldly
marching to embrace the front of battle. Now are the
engines and mmplements' of death, in action. "The carth
trembles ; the atmosphere is in agitation by the horrid
conflict. The meridian sun, by mterous explosions, is
shorn of half his beams. Our foc moves boldly on, but
in ¢ torturing ather” Dole is dealt them. The around
is crimsoned with their blood. Thrice are they 1epulsed
and fall back. And thrice.......Hark ! hark ! !.......What
aroans arc those Ihear? *Tis Warren ! *tis General War-
ren ! he is fallen ! he is mortally wounded ! sce there he
lies ! he writhes, he groans, he bleeds, he is expiring !

Hold! he yet speaks!! I will listen and tcll you
phat he says....oede’s silent. He’s no more. He’s
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sone forever ! he stid in painful accents, and a feebié
voice, ¢* O, my country ! willingly do I offer the sacrifice
of my life forthee. Death 1s not the worst of evils ; slave-
ry cxcecds it. I only regret that I can stand no longer in
thy defence. Be valiant, and you are free.  Be virtuous,
and you are happy. O, my dcar country! Icommend
theeand thy cause, with my departing spirit, to my God.**

And now, the voices of thousands of heroes, are in
accordance with his.—Generals Montgomery, Thomas,
Wooster, and Mercer, and the brave who fell with them.

Among whom, do not some of you recognize the
voice of a former magnanimous husband, an heroic son,
a valiant father, or an Intrepid brother ?

All of whom interposed their lives, between the stroke
of tyranny and their country. Lanpguage of this argument
and energy excites, yea more, it demands attention.

These were the sacrifices which were made to pur-
chase our independence. The day calls our attention to
the blood of our countrymen, and the remembrance of
departed hcroes, who died in our dcfence, that we might
enjoy our liberties; andadjures us, religiously to improve,
and SACREDLY TO RETAIN THEM,




