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REMARKS

UPON

The BISHOP of London's
PastoraL LETTER.

;} 5 ‘vho prefides over this great
ap | NS Metropolis, having publifh’d
SARTEARS o Paftoral Inftruction, where-

wwe@ in I apprehend his Lordfhip
has miftatenthe Cale in View, and deli-
ver'd himfelf in a Manner, not {o con-
fiflent with the antient Truthsof the Gof-
vel, as might have been hoped; That
Impartiality, and Regard for Truth, which
induc'd me to take afhare in the late Con-
troverfy againft Dr. Trapp, lays meun-
der fomemeafure of Obligation equally to

remonftrate againft the Bisuop,
A 2 [

@@; Right Raverend Prelate,
ey
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I {hall really endeavour to treat a Per-
fonage of hiv Lordfhip’s Charater, and
Diftin&tion, with all the Decency pol-
fible: Neverthelefs 1 muft not accept the
Perfons of Men, there isa Regard which
nuft weigh vsith mc to treat the Subject
in a full and effeGual manner.  Though
a Decency be due to Men, a Duty beyond
this is always due to our great Mafler.

His Lordfhip’s Lette: introduces it’s felf
after the manner of Dr. Trapp, Dr.
STEBBRING, Dr. SKERRET, and others,
under the Form of a Caution or Preferva-
tive againft certain Evils lately fprung up
in Religion. It would be thought tc
itrike at Lukewarmnefs and Eathufiajm,
but, as I conceive, is really a palliating
the prefent Degeneracy of the Age, on the
one part, and on the other a Calculation
to {upprefs and overthrow what 1s true
Religion, and original Chriftianity. If
thefe Evils be parallel, and equal, as his
Lordfhip fhould feem to have fet before
him, whence has he dealt to them with
fo unequal 2an Hand ? Two Thirds of his
Difcourfe labour againft poor Enthufiafm,
whillt the Pages that touch upon Luke-

warmnefs,



(5)

warmnefs, are remarkably foft, and far

from being an adequate Reprefentation on
that fide of the Queftion.

As to his Lordthip’s middle wway in Re-
ligion, I do not underftand it. It may
have a fhew of Wifdom and Modera-
tion, and may agree with the Morality
of Seneca, or Cicero, but the Gofpel does
not fet forth any thing of this kind.
Middle Ways, and Neutralities, are poe

litical, but are generally injurious to
‘Truth.

His Lordfhip muft excufe me too, that
I cannot difcern the Propriety in any
Senfe of terming Lukewarmnefs an Ex-

treme in Religion, Coldnefs is fuch in-
deed. Lukewarmnefs, in the ordinary

Idea of the Word, is neither bof nor cold,
confequently no Extreme. I {hould have
thought hisLordfhip might have difcern’d
in the Manners of the Age the req/ Ex-

treme, without much difficulty; had it
fuzted te have found it.

‘The Paftoral Caution declares its In-
tention to be, ¢ To thew lukewarm Chri-
“ ftians how imperfe& a State they are
= Surely this Reprefentation of the

Dan-
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Danger of fuch l:’(crfon)s s very imperficts
and far from being anfwerable to the Oc-
cafion, which call'd for it. If I under~
ftand it in a right light, it’s View is to
keep the bulk of Mankind in their ordi-
nary way of Religion, his Lordfhip’s
middle Way; fecure and unawaken'd;
without judging it neccflary to look out
for Afliftance at the hand of an Itinerant

and lenthufiaft,

In my humble Opinion, the Depravity
of the prefent Age, and particularly the
Ignorance, and Coldnefs, fo reigning in
our Church-Profcflors, might have met a
much {harper Rebuke, if rebuked at all,
trom the Pen otaDiocefan Prelate. How-
{oever Mr.Ehitefield’s Preaching; frofm va-
rious infignificant Circumftances, {tands
condemn’d by the Clergy, I ftill efteem it
an happy Incident ; and that it was ne-
cetlary to awaken, and flir up Mankind,
to feek both after new Light, and new
Manners. It has been evident, all the e-
loquent and harmonious Preaching of our
Cleroy notwithftanding, the Age has been
daily /inking in Vice and Corruption. A
Reformation has not been efteted by

them ; whillt Mr, Whitefield’s Endea-
vours,
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vours, which go upon a quite contrary
Scheme, bave cftected it, as I could pro-
duce fpecific Inftances, were it neceflury,
in a large and vifible Meafure., Sutely
our Clergy do not look angry upon his
Endeavours through any perverfion of
Self-Intereft. We muft not prefume to
think they are afraid of fuffering by its
Confequences any Diminution of their
Authority, or Profits,

In the Letter before me, the firft Part,
eight general Confiderations are propofed
for the Cure of Lukewarmnefs. So far as
thefe Confiderations are of a moral and
uieful Nature, and fo far as that will go,
I have no Objection to them. But alas
was his Lord{hip, from his great Learning
and Experience, to ofter eight thoufand
Confiderations, it would all be ineffe&tual,
unlefs the Grace of God fets in with it, as
a fupernatural Afjiflance, Moral Argu-
mentation will never do. It cannot reach
Men’s Affetions ; it cannot touch the
Will 5 or to fpeak more properly, giveus
a new Will, inftead of our natural Ob-
ftinacy, and Corruption. Yet his Lord-
fhip does not mention any Neceflity of
f{upernatural Affiftance. He has not been

pleafed
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pleafed to put Mankind in mind, that.
Juppofing they do arrive at defirable De-
grees of Righteoufnefs, they are oblig’d to
venounce all this buman Riglteoufinefs ;
{ Goodnefs, his Lordfhip calls it, though I
do not remember it ance {o call’'d in the
Gofpel) and be content to receive the Im-
putation of Chrift’s Righteaufnefs, inftead

of it, for Fufkification and Salvation.

The Paftoral Letter thinks fit to teach,
““ ‘That Men will be accepted and reward-
“ ed of God (fee Page 13th,) according
‘“ to the Degree and Meafure of Good-
‘“ nefs to which they have arrived in this
“ Life.,” Whereas; tue Liturgy of our
Church, and particularly the Eleventh of
the Thirty Nine Articles, teaches that wwe
are accounted Righteous before God only for
the Merit of our Lord and Saviour f fus
Chrift: 'Thatis, asIapprehend it, through
his perfonal Righteouinefs, truly and alto-
gcther unexceptionable, imputed and fet to
us, inftead of our own. His Lordfhip’s
Scheme, and the fame for feveral Years
has been the prevailing Scheme of our
Clergy, in effé exciudes Chrift out of the
Queftion. His Name is now and then

brought into a Sermon for Form’s Satl:e,
ut



(9)

but the Subftance of their Sermons turns
upon the View of Perfons being to be
fav'd by their moral Endeavours. This,
with rejeting the Neceflity of fupernatural
AffiRance, for fo in the main they do,
though, when prefs'd, they would feem
on the other fide, is no better than natu-
ral Religion, that very natural Religion the
Clergy themfelves inadvertently complain
of; cloath'd with Phrafes only feemingly
of a G‘ofpel-lmrort, but never trulyfo: A
kind of fraudulent Language highly inju-
rious to Chrift, which wholly Aides his
Excellency at the fame time that it ought
to fhew it It keeps the Beauty of the
Gofpcel out of Mens fight,  Chrift is na
Saviour in part. We want him for the
whele,  LEvery thing fhort of this is no
other than Disbelieving. A real Evil lies
in this modern Scheme, whatfoever is in
Mr. W hiteficld's,whether Clergymen preach
it through Defign, or whether through
7)!(2({'1?1'.’7'2':')!(.‘.}'. It is qevak as to every great
Purpofe that fhould be charg'd upon it.

After all our moral Attainments, God
knows wretched Attainments at bett,
then only we attain the true Acceptance,
when we befieve en bim awbem God bas

B Jent :
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Jfent: whom he has anointed, and feal'd,
for this grand Purpofe.

A Believer difavows. both his Virtue,
and his Repentance, 1n the View of Sal-
vation; in which, to what Chrift has
done, h¢ is unable to add the leat Grain.
It is /poil'd by being added to: And what
15 a2 Cloathing of Man’s own Righteouf-
nefs in Comparifon of a Cloathing from
him, whofe Virtues were perfect in cvery
kind? This ftands the Teft of Divine
Judgment, and is {uitable to Heaven in-
dsed.  If Men will not fubmit to receive
this glorious Gift, fuch is Unbelief, and
an Ionorance of the Golfpel, even ina
Chriftian Country,

This falling away of our Clergy from
the Principles of the Reformation has
been remonftrated over and over; but
when 1t will be amended, or when this
Inadvertency will be ingenuoufly acknow-
ledg’d, I cannot take upon me to fay.
However, it is a Pleafure to the Friends
of the Reformation, that numbers of the
Laity begin to ¢onfider, and fee.  Numbers
of our Citizens who are not afraid of be-

-

ing a little unpolite, and who dare to
Know,
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know, begin to enquire afte and relifli
the original Dotrines of the Gofpel: I
do nout mean by following Mr, Wfitcﬂéld
only, but by feveral other Means theyare
taking to come at Truth: Iam not ata
tach’d to the Perfons of Men, or to the
Diffenters, for any other Reafon but be-
caufe I think they have the Trurh with
them ; and, foraught I difcern, notwith-
itanding fome fmall Conceflions, or Con-
ceflions to ferve a Purpofe from the Ec-
clefiaftical Quarter, are likely to have it.
I mean the Free-Grace Diffenters.

Proteftant Confiffency is the Point I
have fet out upon. And is always the
Rule (if a bad one, I am forrv for it) {o
far as my ImperfeGtion will admit both
of my Judgment, and Eftcem. 1 have
feen; thihk at leaft I have feen Inconfift-
ency in our Clergy, not only in Condudt,
but in the Fundamentals of Religion,  In
cafe the Clergy will not look into this
Matter, and reify ir, I am abfolutely
of opinion in oppofition to all Bigotry,
that Mankind has a Right to look iato it
themfelves, and to hear the Truth wpen
whatfeever fpot of Ground they can ety

B 2 find
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fnd it. - 'The Gofpel is not confin'd, ex-
cept with Bigots, cither to Men or Pla-
CUS,

We have feen the Incflicacy of mere
moral Do&rines for feveral Years, What
have they done? What have they brought
forth, comparatively to the defpis’d La-
bours of a poor travelling Luthufiafi ¢
Nothing can r¢flore the almoft perifh'd
Intereft of Religion. Nothing can_ju/tly
anfioer  Infidelity and  Detfin, (natural
Religion being all on the fame fide) ex-
cept acknowledging the genuine Prin-
ciples of the Gotpel, and Aeeping o them
when acknowledg'd.  Confiftency may
avail much, Inconfiftency never can.

I am now coming to the ficoud Part
of the Patloral Inftiudiion before me,
which concerns Enthufiafin. 1 hope to
prove what his Lordfhip 1s pleas’d to term
Enthufiafm, 1s in the main the old and
genuine Doctrine of Chrittianity.

It muit be allow’d by every body, Ex-
thufia/m, where it exifts, 1s an Extreme
in Religion, and ought to be avoided.

His Lordfhip has fill'd feveral Pages of
his
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his InftruGtion with Quotations out of
MW hitefield’s Journal, which he cfteems
Proofs that this Perfon is an Enthufiaj?,
It is obfervable, thefe Quotations chiefly
regard Mr, Whitefield's private Opinion
about particular Incidents; but what is
all this, were it much more, to Ais public
Doétrines which he juftly complainsto be
omitted in the Church ? His Doétrines of
Regeneration, and Juftification, are not
the lefs true for thefe Incidents. They
are exactly in the Senfe of the Gofpel,
and fuch which Mankind ongh¢ to have
been apprifed of long fince, elfewbere.
I1is general Preaching correfponds with
the Scripturcs, and with the Liturgy of
the Caurcu or ExGLAND, particular-
ly with it's Thirty-nine Articles, taken in
their grammatical and obvious Senfe: I
fay mn their grammatical and obvious
Senfe. On the other hand, there is no
dealing with Subfcribers who cannot be
ty’d to any particular Senfe :  Such have
evidently an unhappy Art of explaining
things away, till there 1sno proper Mean-
ing left in them.

Thefe Do&rines Mr. Whitefield keeps
to in their original Senfe, And if they
- were
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Were true once; in the times of primi-
tive Chriftianity, the fame fupernatu-
ral Affiftances of God ought to be expeQ-
cd equally now, and for ever, It is the
Inconfiftency of too many Clergymen,
and their having departed f¥om the Sim-
plicity of the Gofpel, which affords the
greateft Handle to Infidels.

His Lordfhip remarks oii the Head of
Enthufiafm, Page 20, that the extraord:-
nary Operations of the Spirit of God, by
which the Apoftles were enabled to work
Miracles, and fpeak with Tongues, have
ceas’d. To this I readily fubmit; nor
do I know any Perfon who makes Pre-
tenfions to fuch. His Lordfthip’s Account
here at firft fight looks fatisfactory; but
the Words at the clofe of his Paragraph,
are what I except againft, ‘as implying a
Denyal, when ftri@ly examined, even
of the ordinary Operations, according to
a known Maxim ; of Things which do
not appear, and thofe which donot exif,
the account is the fame. Let us hear the
Paragraph through. ¢ The ordinary
‘¢ Giftsand Influencesof the Spirit, which
*“ ftill continue, are convey’'d in a diffe-
 rent Manner, and for Ends and Pur-
| “ pofes
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f Fofes of a more private Nature; and
¢« however real and certain in themfelves,
“ are no otherwife difcernible, than by
“ their Fruits and Effeéts,as thefeappear
“ in the Lives of Chriftians,” Dr.
Traprp, Dr. STEBBING, and others, re-
prefent this Cafe in much the fame Light,
Dr. Trarp indeed fays, the Operations
of the Holy Spirit are not difcernible from
the Operations of our own Minds. My
Lord of London does not acknowledge,
that they are difcernible in themfelves.

Now if thefe Qperations are not difer-
nible 722 themfeiues to experienced, and real
Chriftians, efpecially Minifters, I fhould
be glad to know what Ground or Au-
thority they have to affert the Thing at
all. There is no Ground for any moral
Affertion, but one of thefe two, Expe-
rience, or Faith. 1 prefume our modern
Clergy will not fay that they aflert fpiri-
tual Operations only upon Faith. This
would derogate from their Reputation.
And, if they acknowledge them as a
Matter of their own Experience, where-
fore are they offended at Mr. Whitcficld
for aflerting fo fignal a Privilege of the
Chriftian Church?

. To
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To prove that the Operations of the
Spirit are difcermble iz themfelves with
real Chriftians (for nominal Ones are ont
of the Queftion) that is, that fuch Perfons
have a Feeling, and diftin& Perception of
thefe Operations, at times, I fhall furvey
the true Senfe of the Scriptures, and the
Paffages of our own Liturgy on this
Head.

My Lord of London has, indeed, him-
felf recited feveral Parts of our Liturgy,
but it is obfervable fuch frong Paflages
are omitted by his Pen (I hope acciden-
tally) which would have put this Point
abfolutely out of Difpute, with refpect to
the Opinion of the Church.

In the Office of the Ordination of Dea-
cons, which 1t 1s fomewhat wonderful his
Lordfhip fhould overlook, thz Bisuop
puts an exprefs Queftion to the Candi-
date for Holy Orders, Do you truft that
you are meved by the Holy Ghoft? 'To which
the Perfon anfwers (by Experience furely)
I truff o. 1aik, can a Perfon be moved by
the Holy Ghoft, and not perceive and bg
fenfible zhat he is mov'd ¥ Muft it not be

an
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an Opcration upon the Spirdt parallel to
one upon the Body? Now I prelume the
fame divine Power is as neceflury to pro-
duce a (real) Chriftian, as is neceflary to
produce a (real) Minifter,  Again,

In the Office for the Vilitation of the
Sick, the Minifter exprefsly prays, that
Almighty God would caufe the Perfon to
fnote, and FeeL, that there is none other
Name under Heaven given to Man, in
whom and through whom he may receive
Health and Salvation but only the Name

of our Lord Fefius Chrift,

The laft Faffage by his Lordfhip omit<
tf.’d, IS this;

The 17t Article of the Church.
Our Elettion in Chrift is full of ficeer,

pleajant, and unfpeakable Comfort to goaly
as fuch Perfons, and YeEvL 0 thempolves
the working of the Spirit of Corifi,

It appears then plainly that the L/zyrzv
acknowledges inward Foelings 5 conte-
quently fo far I have prov'd the Op:ra-
tions of the Spinitdifcervible /u themyoivss

¢ that
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that is, farther dfgé‘emib/e than my Lord
of London, Dr. Trapp, and others, do al-
low on the prefent Occalion. Lot Man-
kind judge awbo diffent from the Doc-
trines of the Church of England,

But the principal Proof 1 would offer
on this Point are the following Scriptures.
The Reader will pleafe te take along wich
him, that the Texts concern the Expe-
rience of not nomenal, but real Chriftians.

Rom.viit. 16. The Spirit of God bear-
eth avitnefs with our Spirit, that ave are the
Children of God. 1 would afk, can the
Spirit of God bear «witnefs to a Chriftian,
and his Teftimony not be difcern’d ¢ Un-

lefs difcern’d, it would be 7o Teftimony
to him,

2 Cor.i. 22. Who bath alfe fealed us,

and given the Earneft of the Spirit in our
Hearts. Can an Earneft of the Spirit be

given 1n the Heart and the Heart aitoge-
ther znfenfible of it ?

2 Cor.xin. g, Know you not your own
[felves, bow that Chrift is in you except ye
be
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be Reprobates? Can a Thing be aually
kaowon and not difcerned ¢

1 Cor. it. 10. But God bath revealed
them unto ws by bis Spirite,  As a nawural
Object revealed to a natural Man is dif=
cern’d, fo is a fpiritual Object by a fpi-
ritual Man, The Golpel 1s not proper-
ly a Revelation to the Eye, or to the Ear,
of Mankind ; until m:.lcf:: to the Spirit it
i5 to them no Gofpel at all. Through
want of confidering this Cafe much Con-
fufion hath attended Men, and many
Things are continually pafling for Reli-
aion, which are nothing but Formality,
and fHabit. 1 apprchend, then the Gof-
pel commences when a Man believes the
whole Rightcoufnefs of Chrift, as given
and fet to him, inftead of bis own.

2 Cor. 1il, 17. Where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is Liberty.  The Spirttand
Confcience ot a Chriftian, foon as he has
tafted the Riches of Chrift, are very dif-
ferent from the Condition of a mere na-
tural Man, It is deliver'd from Bondage,
and Terror, touching God’s Laws and Fu-
. turity, by perceiving the Sentence of Con-
demnation cancell’d in theDeath of Chrift,

C 2 and
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and ancw Title obtain'd to Heaven Ly
an uncxceptionable Rightcoudnefs whicly
cannot fail.  Therc are no Jpots in the
Morality of Chrift, thav Title is fusitable
toHcaven sndeed.  Thus are fulfil’d upon
a Chriftian all the Promifes of the Gofpel,
which are truly rizh and precious, he is
brought into a ncw lofture. He feces
himiclf in a wew Light, and God in a
mew Light, according to the Apottle, e
bave not receiv'd the Spirit of Bondage
again to fear : but ye have received the
Spirit of Adop: ion, whereby we cry, db-
ba, Fatber.

1 The(l. i. 5. Our Gofpel came to you
(tcal Chriftians) not 2 Word only, but
alf0o in Power, and in the Holy Ghoft,
and in much Affurance. Nominal Chrif-
tians have the Word, but others have
the Power; and by that very Power, are
alive, and f{enfible.

1 Pet. 1i. 3. If fo be ye have tafled
that the Lord is gracions. Can any Per-

fon tafte, and not difcern that he raftes

Rom. xv, 13. Now the God of Hope
S you with all Foy and Peace in be-

lieving,
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lieving, that you may abound in Hope
through the Power of the Holy Ghaft.
Can a Perfon be fill'd with Joy, nay with
all foy, and not inow it?

Rev. iii. 20.  Bebold I fland at the
Door and knock: If any Man (a real
Chriftian) bear my Voice, and open the
Door, 1 will come in to him, and fip
with bim, and be with me. If abodily
Supper is {enfible to the natural Man, o
muft a {piritual Feaft be to thofc who have
a fpiritual Senfe.  There is an Analogy,
and Samencls of Reaton for the Thing.

Rev. ii. 17. Fle that bath an Far,
let him bear what the Spirit faith unto
the Churches, To him that overcometh
(rcal Chriftian, who overcomcs this
World by Faithy will I give to eat of
the hidden Manna, and il give him
a white Stone, and in the Stone a new
Name written, whnich no Man knoweth,
faving he that receiveth it.

This laft Paffage fets the fpiritnal En-
joyment of a Belicver in fo firong and col-
lective a Light, that I cannot conccive
any IVords could have cxprefs'd it more

fully.
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fully. The Whole can never be explai-
ned away fairly. Perfons may ufe So-
philtry as much as they pleafe: There
are who are capable of evading any thing,
and who will ncver Jofe Ground, except
Inch by Inch ; but a difintcrefied and un-
prejudiced Reader will not, 1 am perfua.
ded, require farther Satlafa&mn, that the
Scriptures do hold out the Doflrine I am
contending for A Difcernment of fpi-
ritual Opcratnon, far be it from me to
fay at all Times ; but as I have faid be-
forc at Times, is the undoubted Portion
of the rea/ Church in all Ages.  Indeed,
the true Door of Admiflion into this
Church, is not Man’s Power, but God's
only. May thofe who have not been cf-
feftually admitted yet, in duc Time find
an Entrance! I know nonc who are ex-
cluded, whenever the Grace of God fc-
parates them from that fecret Pride which
is in Nature, and gives them power to be-
fieve. They willthenchangetheir Opinion.

There gppears a Paragraph in the Dio-
cefan Letter before me, wherein the Rea-
der may micet with a Specimen of his
Lordfip’s Sentiments with regard to the
Spitit; a very remarkablc Specimen,

when
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when weigh'd throughly, if I am not
miltaken.

« We are firmaly perfuaded, (fays his
Lordfhip, Page 26.) in general, that we
live under the gracious Influence of
the Holy Spirit, and that he both cx-
cites and cnables us to do good.  But
that this or that Thought or Aion is
an Effeét of the fole Motion or im-
mediate Impulfe of the Spirir, without
any Co-operation of our own Mind ;
or that the Holy Spirit, and our nartu-
ral Conceptions, do refpeétively con-
tribure to this or that Thoughr or Ac-
tion in fuch a AMeafire, or to fuch a
Deerces thefe are things we darc not
fay ; both bccaufe our Saviour has told
us, that we know no more of the
JWorkings of the Spirir, than wec know
of the Wind, from whence it comerh,
and whither it goeth, and becaufe we
clearly (ce, that all Pretences to that
Knowledge, unlefs accompanied with
the proper Evidences of a divine In-
{piration, would open a Door to cnd-
lefs Enthufiafm and Dclufion,”

Upon
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Upon this T obferve, if his Lord(hip
demands in the Cafe of Mr. /Whitefield
the Evidences of divine Infpiration,
meaning the extraordinary, it is befide
the purpofe. Mr. /7, neither claims the
Thing nor its Evidences. If his Lord-
{fhip means the Evidences of ordinary 1n-
{piration, or the Tokens of his miniftc-
rial Qualification, thefe appcar, in my
Apprehenfion, from his preaching the
real Truths of the Gofpel, his preaching
with Power, and from thc Regularity
of his private Life. As to the Evidences
of the ordinary Working of the Spirit
in Believers in general, thele are chiefly
to a Chriftian himfclf, which a Stranger
intermeddles not with. They are alfo
perceptible in a degree to fome befidcs,
that is, to rea/ Chriftians, by Analogy,
and by Comparifon of Experience. On
the other hand, there are Perfons in the
World to whom thefe Evidences are ze-
ver capable of being reprefented. A na-
tural Man mercly neither undcrftands, nor
belicves it, any more than a Man born
blind does Light or Colours. There is
no End of fuch a once’s calling for Evi-

dence. I fee the Light at Noon-day 5 a
blind
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blind Pecrfon asks me what Evidence do
I give him that [ fecit: 1 anfwer, that
it is impoflible for hitn to receive any,
while to my fclf the Light comes atten-
ded with its own Evidence, nor is it in
the powcr of any Argument to make it
plainer than it is in its own Nature.

. If the Reader pleafes to read his Lord-
fhip's Paragraph oncc again, I cannot
help thinking he will look upon it to
have the Appearance of being an Eva-
fion, and utter Denial, even of ordinary
Opcratlons, I fay, the Appearance, far
be it from me to charge his Lordfhip
wirth not believing the Pomt, but’l could
wifh his Acknowledgment of it bad been
more indifputable. “That this or that
Thought or A&ion is an Eftc&t of the
{olc Motion, ¢¢. That the Holy Spirit,
and our natural Conceptions, do reipec-
tively contribute to 2Ais or thar Thought
or A&tion in fuch a Meafure, and to f ich
@ Degree ; thele arc things we dare nos

fay, fays his Lordfhip. Neither dare I
fay that this Account of the Point ren-
ders ids Lordfhip's Belief of it srrefra-
gably plain. Indced I fhonld have thowughs
it the very Pillure of Evafion in all its

Shapes, had it not come from his Lord-
D (hip.
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fhip.” Very inconclufive too is the Rea-
fon his Lordfhip has given why he dares
mot aflert any Perceptibility of the Spirir.
¢ Our Saviour has told us, that we know
 no more of the /Porkings of the Spirit,
¢« than we know of the Wind, from
“ whence 1t cometh, and whither 1t go-
¢ gth” This Similitudc, which refpeds
the Operations of the Spirit, only fhews
our Icnorance of the Manner of the Spi-
rit’s alting, not of the acfimg it's (elf. It
does not at all affek the wery alfing's
Percepribility, for, wc perccive the
Wind in it’s felf, not Effeéts merely,
which ought to be the fole Cafe werc our
modecrn Divines rightin their Parallel; we
feel it upon our Bodics, and hear the
Sound thercof, Belides, with humble
Submifiton, I cannotbut think his Lord-
{hip’s Argument very unhappy in another
reiped. True. Our Saviour told Nicode-
mus o, but fure not US, not the slaflers
of our prelent Ifrael!

His Lordthip has thought fit, from the
27th to the 37th page to range in Order
a rnumbersof Quortations out of Mr.
IWhitefield’s Journal 5 with an Infinua-
z7on2, that thefe Paffages are ecacirof them
Cioots of this Perfon’s Enthufiafm.

Upon
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Upon fuppolition Mr. /7, fhould be
enthufiaftical or mifled in fome Inftan-
ces; this by no mecans atfeéts the Truth
of his principal Dodrines, which is the
Point 1 ftand upon: Bur 1 do not per-
ccive in the Quotatioas reterr'd to, any
Inftance of the kind his Lord(hip per-
ccives, provided they be-read caretully
and without Prejudice.  His Lordthip ap-
pears offended that Mr, /7. {hould con-
ccive himfelf to have a fpecial and immne-
diate Miffion {rom God, that he fpeaks
of his Preaching as the file Work of a
Divine Power, and that he boatts of
the Effe&ts of his Preaching as what are
wrought by the Floly Gboff. To which
Lanfwer 5 In my apprehenfion, (and 1
think [have confider’d it throughly} every
rea/ Miniter, ncr a neominal one indeed,
2as a fpecial, and immediate Miflien
from God. Every read Minifter dees
preach by the Divine Power, and the
vood Eftects of fiuch Preaching are féen
in the Improvement and Retormation of
their Auditors.  Thele evidencer Com-
miflion from God, howfcever 2h2 P
pit be demy'd by Men @ And whotoever,
even Diftenting Minifter, preaches with

D; ﬁ1g§.,;.
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fuch Fruits of faviny Efhicacy, has a et
ter Commiffion (if 1, though no Mectho-
dift, am nor an Enthuftaft too) than an
Impofition of Hands merely, or a Roll of
Parchment, from all the Bithops in the

World.

It is ftranae the Patoral Letter fhould
ifinuate, under its cizhth Remark on
the Journal, thac Mr, /fbit. fi:ld is offc-
ring a mew Gofpel, unknown to the Ge-
nerality of Minifters and Pcople in a
Chriftian Country.  If the Doétrines are
unknown, ’tis plain againlt the Lesrer,
that the Clergy have omitted for {ome
Time to preach them ; and thae their pre-
fent Conceflions are temporary to {up-
port their P.eputation.  He ofters the old
Gotpel, and the Clergy (nor Ae) have
taken up a new one.  The ingenuous
part of Mankind begin to be tenfiblg
that fuch is the Cafe. Such who are con-
vinc'd that the Diftintion is jult berween
nominal < briftians, and rea/, do know,
that an lgnorance of the Golpel in the
prefent Age is 2o {Fonder ar all.  And
this may afford a Key to the Cafe of Mr.
Sewards Convcrfion. 'l he Bifhop, (page
s3d, and others) cxyrefics great Surprizeé
. - ar
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at Mv. Whitefleld's Suppofition, that not-
withtanding his moral Deportment for
many Yecars, and publick Profeflion of
Chrift, he had but Zazely obtain’d any fav-
ing Knowledge of him. The Mattcr is
no more than this, Mr, Seward had been
a nominal Chriftian before, but not a rea!
Onec; he had not before fele 2he Poeer
of the Holy Spirit, norhad fubmitted ro
rcceive the ablolute Rightcoufnefs of
Chrilt, as his ondy Confidence for Salva-
tion.

His Lordfhip complains, that Mr.2Fbite-
field (for fo I apprehend he will admit
my underftandiog it) {uggells, as it the
publick Service and Offices of the Church
were  defe&ive  aboutr  Regencration,
Whercas, the Suggeflion is zo2 fch s we
{ugaclt-that the Lirargy is in favour of
this Doftrine; but what docs all this avail,
when the Clergy of the Church are de-
fective ix preaching it up? This is the
truc Stare of the Matrer. As to his Lord-
thip's Flzpe, that the Generality of the
Clergy are not defective 5 Hope isa verv
ceatle Termy, and confidering, the Occa-
fton, ‘I had aimoft faid an cvafive one.
Let an Ecclediaftical Diforder be cver to

Trear,
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great, it is very difhcult to have it plain,
whete it is plainly defir’d not to be fo.

Witnefles and Proofs can be brought
without number, that ¢oe Generality of our
modernClergy arc not only defectiveas to
maintaining the antzent Proteftant Doc-
trines,butforalongTract of Yearsthey have
cven preach’d comtrary to them.  Indeed
they cannot conveniently own fo much.
They are now devifing a kind of middle
way to divert its appearing. But what
muit Mankind f{ay to this ambiguous
Condu&! What will they fay, when
they takethe Conduétinto their Hand,and
weigh it well! Is zhss the way to con-
futc Infidels 2 1s this the way to bring
over Schzfmaticks, or fill our Churches,
at prefent {o thin in many Places as fcarce
worthy to be call'd Congregations? Muft
it not rather tend to fill, and that juffly,
all the Meeting-Houfes in the Kingdom ?

Concerning this failing away of the
Church from its own Principles, the Rea-
der may fee tarther, if he pleates, ina
Pamphler fome rime fince publifhed by
me, entitled, Obfervations upon the Con-
sl of the Clergy. Burto procced: The

Paftoral
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Paltoral Inftrution, Page 45, again als
lows the Doétrines of _‘}uﬂ{ﬁ'mrmn by
Faith alone, and Sanétification by the
Spitit; yet unhappily, as 1 apprchend,
prefently explains them away @ as thus;
“ But I hopc (fays his Lordfhip) when
* your Minifters preach to you the Doce
“ trinc of chcncration-—Thcy do not
““ tell you that it mult be s ?anmmom
“ and inwardly felt at thc very time."”
I am fenfible thefe Words, af the wvery
mm, fecm to be a Salvo, and arc {fome-
times truc with regard to the firlt A& of
Regencration, but his Lordfhip no where
Pl)s inward Feclings are to be found at
any time: He has before declared the O-
pcrations in his Opinion, to be only dif=
cernible by their Effects. [SecPage 20.]
So in regard to the Doétrine of Fuftifica-
zion by Faith alone, his Lordfhip again
hopes (Paze 47.) that Minilters expiain it
in fuch a manncer, as to make Worksa
neceffary Condition of their being juftify’d
in the fight of God.

[ beg leave to obferve, according to
the final Dircftion hcere laid down, Mi-
nifters and People are to belicve Regene-

ratwn, and mot believe it. They are to
talk
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talk of Faith alone, that is, Chrift’s acé
tive and pallive Obedience, for fuflifica-
tion, and ycet it mult »or be alond ; it
mult be by Works, our Works, a/fo : not
only abfolutely contrary to the Scheme
of the Goipel, bur, (crioufly confider’d,
cven 2o the common Ufeof Words.

Good Works arc not &« Condition of
Juttification, for then Chrift could notbe
the alone Ground, and Author of it,
which is ever ffrecfly vo be aflerted, with
Regard to Chrilt's Glory, and becaule of
the commion Inadverteacy Mankind are
fo fubjeét toon this Head. Indeed they are
the Duty of a Chri(tian : And why isnot
this fufficient ¢ Mr. Whitefield does right,
in my Opinion, to make Perfons delpair
about being fav'd in auy meafure by
\Works, thisis zhe only way of bringing
them to believe, and underffand, the Goi-
pel.  Morality will f£#// be tound in all
2rue Bclicvers, though upon a zéw and
different Foundation ; a Foundation of
Thankfulnefsand Gratitude. Antinom:-
axnifm 1s an ignorant Slander.  The fame
Divine Power which ¢nables them to be-
licve, wiil produce every kind ot Moraliry

in
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in them too, and will not fuffer ther
to negledt lhc Law of Righteoutnefs,
though humanly (peaking their Will
Mould fland that way.,  Our good Works
arc good in thewr Place, bt they hava
nothing todo in the Aftair ot “/::/hf'}:w-a
iton, that having ever beed procut’d als
n'a(/y by /('/r:r(,/r:/f fettled and finifhyd
betore our Works were wrought, cither
enod or bad 5 and our Concern lOL the

Wlmh, Deaury ot the Gofpel, requires a

flri€t Afertion of i

Would Cleraymen be coufiftent in
their teaching, not atlerting, and by and
by overthiro« ing, the World might hava
hope.  This faying and unfaying in Re-
Licion appear’d femarkably in Dr. TrRapp
and others; and ro fpeak treely, [do
wt fee the ProfpeY truly amended yer.

If we have Chuarch-Articles, asa Stan-
dard ot Dodtrine, why are they not kept
o? It they are not kept to; bur conti-
nually eaplain'd away, why do cerain
Perfors conftaity inhit vpon a Churcli-
Fifta efbment, and too many (1 am not

charging my Lord of Loudon with tlw)
J"f
"t . cil
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etteem all Mankind Diflenters except
themfelves 3 nor would cven permit a 7o-
leration, could they avoid ir, whilft
themfelves are really the chief Diffen-
ters ?

I am not an Advocate for Mr. White-
field, or Minifters of the uncfiablifh’d In-
tereft, for any Reaton but as they main.
tain the old Truths, and are thorough
Proteftants. 1 have a firm Averfion 10
drb:trary Power, whether in the Stare
or in the Church, and can fincerely (ay,
to {upport Trath, not Rrictly My, IWbite-
field, or any Man, has been my Ficw
throughout tliis COHIIO\ criv,

Suchwho are Friends to Liberty, will
find it cqually neceflary to be Friends
to the Principles of the Reformation. |1
am always of Opinion, Proteffant L:-
berty, and Proteflant religions Truths,
arc clofely link'd tozether, and to:,cthcr

mult fand or fall.

* The Reformation can only {ubfift, and
flourifh, by the Principles it began upon :
Every Thing clfe in fome Shapc or other

tends
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tends to Popery, and Slavery. There is
a falfe Policy in the World, an over-
valw'd Learning, and amiffaken Wifdom ;
nothing cxcept Confiftency will bear Ex-
amination. TRuUTH only 1S GReaT,
and, at one Time or another, WI1LL PRE=
VAIL.

FINIS




