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_h TIM L-1s.

Tim isa fmtbfull Jaying and worthy of all acceptation,
that Chri lee efus came into the World to !ﬁe Smner g
: of'whom i ehigf. a0t orh

! \; . b . 3 L
1' (AP ,A'..';\(\x RS 1,!“\’, /IL\. [

a:3 thefe Widsds: were.to be. undetﬂ:obd Wlthout
I,. rany Reﬁgrhihcm ot Linditatton -that:Chrift Jefus
v, sameidnto, shailVorld tat.favé! finviers, they would!

! omthrowmg«tat Defign of the: Gofpel, and:make!
. ity Excellent Precepts Welefs and Ineffectual.” For)
| to - what purpefe: thauld. mén be put upon the fe:

continued: Caunelti of: a:Holy Life, if the meer be’

tion-2 - Thisindeed would be thought 2, Doctrine
wor tby of all Accepeation. by-the ,greatqﬁ Sinnersz bus
o A2

\\ R BT BRI

vere: Pradtice of Repentance; Mortification’ and a <.

ing. Sintters did fufficiencly quahﬁe 'them for Salva-.. ..~
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A Ser reached )

i not be a faithfull Jaying, being not agree-

:bf: :iltdhcr to the lzlratu]r[e of. God, or Rcvelat;ar} of

. his. Will by Chrift Fefus. Bue S.. Panl fpca.vkish:-ggd bm:"

Simers as himfelf had been; i.e. {uch as: 4 qi*{""

oreat Sinners, but had truly and fincerely rgpcr;tc 1\
:O,f whom I am chief- What then ¢ Muft we loo

on him as the Standard ’fn.d.Meaﬁlre of ,,_iuch_,,S’g;;i

e e Wil

then -become of 2l thofe who have be,CI} Sllﬁel‘sg ,
a higher Rank than ever hg,w;;s%?_;;IFs true in the
Verles before the Texe, he fets out his Sins, as 3;
humble Penitent is wont to _;d:o' > with the wor |
Colours and deepeft! Aggl’{ivrftl(‘m‘.s,"uliVl.)q was éef.m"e?
a blafphemer-and a per[ecutor, and injrions 5. r?)'ut'?y‘ct,

" he adds, «that be obtained -l\.farcy:v_be,cauf\a’!gg.\dcd ‘itiguo-
;f,;;;t’i;'; in unbelief. How then _1§,‘y5, ﬂ?aﬁ;]dibém@[;z}if
of Sinners 2 Are Sins of Icgnorfmceratnl_(il\/[;ﬁz't.ke#[tn‘g‘

reatafbrob @iy for rwhich Cheift d;gcl.i 5/ s @hfrﬂé iid
Explainfonaty other by Jefus E‘i’ﬁtj‘? ifl Ngﬂzz w£
Bﬂdﬁﬁve‘f~'1;th,_wfwfx\glbﬁxﬁigh"\'wh’_(;)'aﬁnamg:l?mv \go ;
lod g aind:Conleicnedy ‘}gnggrvifn‘cit?z::‘;tgggr}z)_z?g?df ?f[ﬁu
kelief ? Gah nion€ dfx‘_ullefe%hi?Pe‘fot*ﬁb_ifflelj(i.%-? );3 Cl ;;{B’
Fofusy’ . although they do- eruly Repent 2; But' the

Ver.. 3.

; Sir « not, ‘while:wd cohtinue ity chemy J but-"‘if?wv't.i‘é_‘
h > » ; o o N :
B ci 2. v2ixepent and forfake them. And }efm C:l)rﬂxlsi fald
i to be: a:Propitiation for our Sins §; :mdl (;wt. {Zo\f gur{) on-
by ins of ¢ World. And there:
o but for the. Sins of othe wholeWorld.. ‘Angd t
IJ’ butfo ;o f F fore

b o Blindefi Chif s i elfewhereseicionfss sl -

}
{

T L

ei'S. Latrence-Jewry.

fore: dhis Expieffigh ofS: Panl hiores his: giear Fu.
mility ‘and: deep Senfe of his own Sins; but doth
notlexclude others from the hopes-of -Pardon whofe:
Sins have othier Aggravations than his fiad For, if
we leave oue the laft words 4s+ peculiar to* his Cafe
yet the' other contain in them a true Propofition
and of the greateft Importance to Mankind ;7 This
sscia faithful %iyi)z’gf‘;ind?’zm}‘ftly)x)f all' acceptation, “thay
Chrift: Jefus canie into-the World to fave [inners. .
. Fhisy you may fay, is a mattex out.of all doubt
among ‘all fuch who-hope for Salvation by Chrift
Fefus 5, 0for all are agreed;  that ot Way or othet:
weiareito be. faved by him: *Bue there islgrexe Diffi
culty ‘as toithe: Way of faving finilers' by Chrift Fe-
Jus.; whether by the Doctrine ard Exainple of the- M
Ghraf. Jefus:§ - bjr 1t Potbier %'é*ﬂa‘;-migiéd, through bis
Sufferings s Ory* by the E¥ernal Son j/’ God's affuming
oter:: Nature, and” 3/1&17&)‘5)’@"7')’;"?}10‘%25 d'in order to the
Reconciling God'tosis’ anid wiakifig’ o’ Prapitiation’ for otir

L Sins. v1”Thefe are two i/’ery“dififé_l‘:énti ' Hypothefes or
\ Notions iof Chriffs coming’to - favé Simieds - and the
i former {ems 'more Eafie to be undetftood and be-

¢ lieved: and the ‘other' feems to have Infuperable

Difligulties it point"-of ‘Reafon’; and to run our

| Religion. into My/téries - - which éxpofe our Faith

and make Chriftianity appéar 'Contemptible to
Men. of Senfeand Underftanding. Is it not there:
fore muich better to embrace fuch a Scheme of it,.

as. .
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T VA Sermon -proached.
s will have the Jeaft Objection againft it , - that fo
Men of Reafon may not be tempted to Infidelity;
and Men of Superftition may not. under the ;Cq:.;)
lour. of Myfteries bring 1 the; moft - Abfurd:.andi
Unreafonable Doétrines ? R :
" Thele are plaufible Infinuations, and would be
apt to prevail on confidering Me;ng.mmds, {f they
wete to- form and make a Religion thas mighe.be
moft accommodated to the Genius and Eﬁgmgn{;\of
the Agé they live in. And truly no Men .;(..by
their own Authority ) can prerendtoa Right to im-
pofe on others any. Myfteries of Faith, o1 ‘
thinos which arc above their Capacty. to.under-
f’can?i; " Bur that js not our Cafe; for we all pro-

G to beli receive Chriftianity as.a Divine. ) )
fes to believe and soocive Loty ; Jull:faying ; fince Men of Wit and Reafon may de-
| ceive s, but God cannot.  When the Apoftles

Revelgion ; . and God (wefay) may require fromn:
us the, beligf of what we say net be able to'.com-
prehend, efpecially if it relates o Himfelf, o fuchy
thihgs which are Copfequent, upon the u{ugn,'gf»
the . Divine, and Human. Nature. - z:TmeefqreA.aEr
yfine, is, o confider, whether any fuch things be
contpined in that Revelation. whl_ch we all own ;
and if they be, we are bound to bghcvc them,
although we are nat able.to comprehend them.

Now here ate two. Rematkable Charackers in.
thefe W:o'rds, by which we may examia theéfe- diffe-:

rent Hypothefes concerning thé way of Salvation by

742% ',(,‘Iﬂ?./l't ' . v

.or_any, fuch

. | preferr'd.  And herein we are allow'd to Exercife
L ‘ our

I. It ‘

T a S Laurcnce-lff“f"":Yz.j

5

] V.I.:,-Ia.is a faithfull faying., and therefore muft be-
contained in that Revelation which God ihach made

concerning our Salvation by Chrift, v -
MK It 5 worthy. of all dccepsation; i, e, ‘moft ufe-

full and beneficial to Mapkindi, FEIT I KOS B

i
1

natien-of them. .

v

LY Which is - moft-agreeable 16 the Revealed

L willefGod. T
"1 Which doth offer faiteft for ‘the' Benéfit
' and Advantage of Mankid. -

L Whi_'cimljs‘mdﬁ agrecaBle; 0 th,? Revealed Will
ofiGod;.. For that' we are fure is the moft faith-

firft ‘predched this. Doctrine: to. the : World , . ehicy:
were.not bound to belicve: what)chey affirmed to
be a faithfull faying till they gave fufficient Evidence
of their, Auzhotity from God;, by:the wonderfull
Affiftance of the: Holy Ghoft.. Bit now' this;fuith-

Jull:fayingi is: contained -in the, Bobks. of .the Nem
Teftanient, by which ‘we are to,judge of the T'ruthy
of -all Chriftian. Do&rinés. And when two diffe-.
rent-Senfes of Places of Scripture até offer'd;. we:

are to lconfider; which is moft Reafonable to be:

REERSIEH I N S AL ST ;it.i:i'?’/ oy
soNow by, thefe two I fhall proceed. i the; Exami: .
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" out Raafon 4s-miuchas we pleafe s Jaitg'd;: theimgre
we.da fosrtheoner wedhall comesto Satisfattiono
e L S T L LRI SR O :f,"!}’,"{"f‘.')-
in this mateer. [0 o s e

Now according to Reafon We may. judge 'thi?‘?i

fe to b A e s Do Loag o
Senfe to be preferrdy - e lowrrud |

(1)) Which is moft }_}laviy{lhandA c_g.ﬁs: ‘g%cl‘llg:g'ffee-
able ¢ the’ fioft “recéived: Seﬁfé’ of: Worl\'.s.- 3 ﬁl(;t :
that which is forced and intricate, ér'_whaclv-'-&p‘q }:
improper-and, metaphorical Senfes upon prsj; whic

, proried’ 3 =Rk e e el
are commonly taken in othep _Sggfhef),hmqg,g w,}; |
when it is no Sacramental thing, which n,its; :
Nature is Figurarive. -

‘‘‘‘‘

“at S. Laurence-fewry.

than others at {o much greater Diftance.  And
therefore the Senfe is not to be taken from modern
Inventions, ot Criticifms, or pretences to Revelation ;
but that which was at firft deliverd to the Chriftian
Church and hath been fince received and embraced
by it in the feveral Ages ; and hath been moft
ftrenuoufly afferted, when it hath met wich Oppo-
ficion, as founded on Scripture and the general Con-
Jent of the Chriftian Church. :

(4-) That which beft agrees with the Characters
of thofe Perfons from whom we receive the Chri-
ftian Faith ; and thofe are Chrift Fefus and his holy

(2.). That which fuits moft’ with the cope and

o iy of the. particular: Blaces. . Bhe lof |
Defign not only of the .pamcul_ar L’ cb.y ibfie ‘of |
thcliholcrNeib Teftament § whnclxsls;z"_Fb mggmﬁk&
God and to deprefs Man ; to fet forchthe Infinite’ |
‘  tance. |

Love and Condefcenfion of God i giving his: Son>

Apoftles.  For, if their Autbority be loft, our Reli-
gionis gone ; and their Authority depends upon
their Sincerity and Faithfulefs, and care to inform
the World aright in ‘matters of fo great Impor-

to be a';@%opiti&tiozifor our-Sins o ifet uP’.ch’e.Wi)‘n:“z e Ibegin with the CharaGer which the Apo-

ip of tofie tpuk: God! in-Oppofition: o <(z'eqt¢wex';ﬁ‘ ftles give of. Chrift Jefus himfelf; which is, that he
o Reprlnt [O)Ccllzre t E.:mj.ght;l)‘( AdVantages. | was a Perfon of the greateft Humility and Conde-

to. Reprefent and’ e mighty, AdVantages
Ma‘nkfmd receiveby che Sufferings of Chrift Jefuss 5

{gs_)-nmrh'av'whiéh hath ?&:Be‘eh:géne'rallyémocii}‘e‘d\.} which he might juftly have done. -
WLy : -

fcention, - that he did not affume to himfelf that
For let the

in:the Chrifbian-Church to be the: Senfe of tlgpfq;\P‘ini‘§,§ ;J\Z(fox'ds of S. ?aul be un@c;(’cpqd cither as to the

+ Nature, or Dignity of Chtift, -it is certain that they
muft imply thus much,; that when Chrift Fefus was
here on Eatth, - he wasnot of ‘a vain affuming hu-
mour, that he did notboaft of himfelf, nor mag-
nific his own Greatnefs, but was contented to be

« 3o 1 , N

cts. For, 'we are ‘certain, this! was’ alngy& 199‘(51{
on as a-matter of great Concernmient.t0:all Q(l;rx—:
fians’s “and they "had. as ‘great: Capacity of u}?f{ chi.f ;
flanding  the Senfe of the: APOM‘,’SF- £ z;(ﬁd)ti e v‘r.-x:.
sitive: Church had Jelps for knowing; it
miitive: Church had greater Helps tor knowings it

- than

—

B look'd
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" Jook'd on as other Men ; although he had_.at' tl}ab
time far greater and Diviner Excellency in .hn‘n
than thc World ‘wo‘uld believe.  Lefs than this,
cannot be made of :

Lt 1o beine in the form of God, b t/}gﬂg{;t it not mb-j,'

™ l6’7‘IZZ;] fa Iﬁequal iéit/) _G{d, but made bzm/c{f of no Re-
putation and took upon him the farm of a_éervant'. |

. Now this being the Chaygéler given of . hlln.lﬁt.

us confider what he doth_affiym _concgrning. him-
{¢lf. TFor although he was. far from-d‘rawmg Pthe
P;cp’,pjle after him, by fetting fo;th his Qv;;n Der-
fetions § - yetupon juft Occalipns, when the %e'wli
contefted with him, he did Affert fuch things, which

"muft favour “of Vanity and Oftentation, of (lglfc' s
muft imply that he was the ‘Eternal So.;; Qf 'God‘
For, all Mankind are agreed thae: the higheft de-

greé of Ambition lies in Affe&ing Divine Honour,

or for & fheer Man o be thought:a Gad ~ Hlow -

feverely did-God punifh - Ferod for being Pleiafefl" ,,

wih. the Pepples olly:in erying out,. The Moce of |
stz Goih and natudf- Mané:: And therefoie.he coul '.mci
ver have born with fuch’ P‘oﬁuv'c,AIfqrtkom el

fich repeated Defences of his being the S—‘”(’ of ¢ Gad

in fiich. |2 roanner, as (i‘mP,hﬁd_ + his b&:mg; o am

o 652, Exgrnicy.‘This in bis Difpuies witht the Jaws, ha
"33 Affirms (everal times,! that be canie down frorm Hea: |
en. not in a Metaphorical but i a propes S_cnlfc,- |
i 3¢ el fea

“the

38. 50. VI,

8. 62 a5 appears by thofe words, What and

thofe Words of the Apoftle, |

this to himfelf ; and yet Ged to bear witnefs to

at S. Laurence-jewry. 9
the Son of Man afcend up where be was before > 'In
another. Conference he aflerted , that he  was before Jo 853"
Abrabam.  Which the Fews {o literally underftood,

that without a Metaphor they went about to flone him ; v 5o
litle imagining that by Abrabam the calling of the
Gentiles was to be underftood.  But above all, is

that Expreflion which he ufed to the Fews at ano-

ther Conference, I and my Father are one ;  which Joh.ic0.

. “they underftood in fuich ‘a manner that immedi-

ately they took up flones to have  ftoned him.  Whae - ¥3"
means all this Rage of the Jews againft him? Whar >

for faying, that be bad Unity of Confent with his Fa.

ther 2 No certainly. But the Jews mifunderftood him.
Let us fuppofe it ; would not our Saviowr have
immediately explained himfelf to prevent fo dan-
gerous 2 Mifconftruction 2 But he asked them,

what it was they ftoned him for ? They Anfwer

him dire&ly and plainly,  becdnfe that thow being 4323
Man makeft thy' felf God.  'This was home to the
purpofe. And here was the time for him to have
dehied it, if it had notbeen fo. But doth he de: -

ny it 2 Doth he'fay, it would be Blafphemy in him

" toownit?  Noj but he goes aboutto defend it ;

be wasthe Son of God; i e. {0 astobe God, as the
Fews underftood it. . Can we imagin that a meer
Man-khowing ' imfelf to'be fuch, fhould Affume

and proves-it to be no Blafphemy for bim to fay that v.ss.

B2 him
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" him
Mat. 317 Yent,

he was well pleafed ¢

" A Sermon preached -
not only by Miracles but by a Poice from Hes-

wherein he was called his beloved Son in whom
Could God be pleafed with a
mortal, finice,- defpicable Creature , as the Fews.
~ thought hirn, that Affumed to himfelf to be God
and maintained and defended it among his own
People, in a folemn Conference ata very Publick
Place in one of the Portica’s of the Temple 2 And
this he perfifted in to the laft.  For, when the
Matt. 26. 'Higb @ricﬂ‘ddj;u’ed}ﬁn; by theliving God totell, whe-
: 63 ther he were the Chrift the Son of God, (for he, no
] doubt, had heard of the Refult of this Conference
v s in Solomon's Porch)  Fefus faid unto him, Thou haft
U sk g, faid S Mark., more expreﬂy, TFefus faid Lam. And
i 6:. "this was the Blafphemy, tor which they put him to
v. 64 death; as appears by the Evangelifts. So that this
| M 26 oughttobea Difpute only between. Fews and Chri-
o fians 5 {ince it-was the very point, for which, the
condemned him to death. And in his laft moft
divine Prayer juft before his Suffering, he owns

Luk. 22.

7. World had a being.”  And now, . 0. Father, glorifie
Joh. 17. 5. . . ) .
thowme with the glory whish I had with theey before the

God had defigned to give him? This is {o_far
from being peculiar to Chrift, that it is common
to all whom God defigns to glorific ;. and takes a-
way the diftinction between the Decree and the Ex:
ecution.of it.. ‘

the Glory. which he had with the Father before the -

World was.- Was this nothing but the Glory which

. Earth and the" Feaven ,
v Which

4 ,
© Creation.

(2. Pié_

- Power and Godhead are known by. the Creation. of the Rom.z0

at S. Laurence-Jewry.

. (2. Astothe Apoftles, the Reafon we believe
their Teftimony is, that they were Men of great
Sincerity and Plainnefs, and of great Zeal for the
Honour and Glory of God.  And according to
this Charaéler,. let us examin what they fay con.
cerning. Chrift Jefus.
He that was moft converfant with him, and.
beloved by him, ~and lived to fee his Divinity con-
tefted by fome, and denied by others, is moft
ample in fetting it forth in his Admirable, Sublime
and Divine Introduction to his Gofpel. ~ Which allJo 135
- the Wit of Mankind can never make tolerable Senfe A
of, if they deny Chriff's being the Erernal Son of

God; and it is he, that hath preferved thofe Con-
ferences with the Jews, wherein he afferts his own-
Divinity. A

S. Paul was a Stranger to him. while he lived ;

but at the fame time when he was fo zealous to
perfwade the Gentiles to the Worfhip of God and not

of .Creatures, he calls him God, ~over all bleffed for-Rom 95
evermore.  And when he faith , that the Eterial

World, he ateributes the Creation of -all thin '

World, _ 1gs to Chrift, ol. 1
applying to him.thofc words of the P/almift, T/z{i-c L
Lord in the beginning haft laid the Foundation of the e

; the Work of thy bands.
cannot be. underftood of any Metaphorical

And




A Sermon preache
“And after the friGkelt Examination of Copies,
thofe will be found the beft, whlcl.x have that
Reading on which” our “Tranflation is grounded.

1 Tim. 3. And without Controverfie great is the Myﬂery of Go:?- |
6 lineﬁ, God was manifeft in the Flefh. ~So that God's

being manifeft i the Flefb is made a great Part of

the Myjflery of Cbriﬂ?anity.
But here arifes a Difficulty, tves.
confiderd ; ie. «If there were nothing in the
¢ Chyiftian Docirine, but the Way of Saving fin-
«ners by the Doélrine and Example of Chrift,
« ¢here would be lile Objetion to be made to |
«it ; fince the obraining Eternal Life is certainly |
« the beft thing can be propofed to Mankind, and
 the Precepts of Chrift are Divine and Spn_“xt_ual,
« Plain and Eafie to be Underftood , and- Agree.
« able to the Reafon of Mankind -4but many.
« other things ar¢ impofed on Men as*-ppccﬂ‘ztry r
« to be believed concerning Chrift 79/1%"? as o his :
« Divinity, -Incarnation, and the ffypoﬂat:cal-lftmon of
 both Natures; which perplex gmd:co.nfoum‘iv our !
_« Underflandings 5 and yet-thefe things are not
«“ pnly deliverd as. Myfteries of the Chriftian Faith
« but che Belief of them 1s required as neceffary to
'« the Salvation of Sinners; whereas; if they are |
« Revealed they areno longer Mjfteries 5 atid if they. |
« are ot Revealed,

« Articles of Faith 2 The Scripture knows of 'no % :

other i

which deferves to be :

how come they to'be made | -

- a S ldiifence—]éwrir.

« other Myfteries of Faith but fuch as were hidden
« before the Revelation of them, bur fince they are
« Revealed they are plain and open to all mens
« Capacities ; and therefore it is a great Injury to
« the Plainnefs and Simplicity of the Gofpel to im-
« pofe fuch incomprehenfible Myfteries, as Necef-
s fary Articles of Faith ; and it is Abufing the Cre-
« dulity of Mankind, to make fuch things necel-
« fary to be believed, which are impoffible to be
« underftood. But thofe who have ever loved to

-« Deceive and Abufe the reft of the World, have

« been always fond of the Name of Mjfferics ;

-« and therefore all fuch things are to be fulpected,

« which come under that Name.  For, all fuch
« Points which will not bear Examination, muft
« be wrapt up and Reverenced under the Name of

} <« Myfteries, thatis, of things to be {wallow'd wich-
-« out being underftood.

But the Scripture never pifeous
< calls that a Mpyftery which is Incomprehenfible in it ’,‘,ny',,/’{j'M),_
« /élf; thogh never fo much revealed. © ftery, Ge.

L : e X
This is the main force of the Objeciion, which

+ I {hall endeavour to remove by fhewing,

(1.) That God may juftly require from us in

general, the Belief of what we cannoc
- comprehend. -

(2.) That which way foever the Way of Sal-
vation by Chrift be explained, there will
be fomething of that Nature found in it;

: and

13

|
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the manner of them is incomprehenfible: by “us §

and that thofe who rejeét the Myfleries of
Faith run into greater Difficulties than
thofe who affert them.
(3.) That no more is required as a Neceﬂhry
Article of Faith than what is plainly and
cléarly Revealed. ' '
(1. That God may juftly require from us in
general, the Belief of what we cannot comptchend.
It is to very lictle purpofe to enquire wherl_l_er th.e
Word Mjyjtery in Scripture be applied to fuch parti-.
cular Docrines, whofe Subftance is Revealed; - bue

for why may not we make ufe of fuch a Word |
whereby to exprefs things truely revealed, but a-
bove our Comprehenfion 2 We are certain the
Word Myftery is ufed for things far lefs difficule \
and abftrufe’; and why may it not then be ficly |
applicd to fuch matters, which are founded on Di-

revealed, hath. yet fomething in. it which our un.
derftandings cannot reach to. Bu it is meer Ca-

villing to infift on a Word, if the Thing it felf be.

granted. The chief thing therefore to be done is,

to- thew that God “may require from us the belief

of fucli_;t]jizigs 'iwhic'h are incomprehenfible by us.

. For, 'God'may require any thing from us, which i

is reafonable for us to do ; if it be then reafonable
for us to give Affent where the manner of what
God hath revealed is not comprehended,  then God
may certainly require it from us.  Hath not God
revealed to usthat i Jix days be made Feaven and
Edrth and all that és therein ¢ But is it not reafon-
able for us to believe this, unlefs we are able to
comprehend the manner of God's prodution of
things ¢ Here we have fomething revealed and
that plainly enough, viz,; that God created all things,
and 'yet, here is. a Myftery remaining as to the man.
ner of doing it. " Hath not God plainly revealed

vine Revelation, but yet are too deep for us to go q thae t‘hc"rc‘-{héll“bc: a:fi{durre&iorz of the dead?  and’

to thebottom of them?  Are there not Myfferies in | pinft we chink it ynreafonable to believe it, -till we
Arts, Mjyfteries In Nature, Mjyfteries in Prov1dfnge? are able ¢ 03\5919‘??13#11’ 4 ;fl 'the chélngés of the Par.
And what Abfurdity is there to call thofe Myfteries, * ticles of Matter |

which in fome Meafure are known, but in muc

i

rom the Creation to the General Re:.

0 furvedtion ? Bucltfs faid ;t‘}f)g,‘zi‘"_t}l}e)_‘q s no _“Co'nt;_'_n‘d{é‘lionf ’
greater unknown to us ? ‘Although therefore in Ui this, Zdt_tl;éret is inthe Myftery of the Trinity and
the Language of Scriprur; it be grant.ed, that .thc f I;.i‘c‘armz,t_'ignr'}_jc is &range Boldans in Men to tal}
word Myftery is moft frequently applied, to things  chyg of Monftrous Contradictions in things above thei

3 Obférva-
1" tions on

o 1 i : A . : .. . Dr.Wallis
before hidden, but now revealed, yet there is no In. :{jReach. “The. Aheifts may as well [ay, Infiuite Power: i

congruity in calling that a Myffery ; which being
v : revealed,

15
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is 2 Monftrous Contradiétion ; and God's Immenfity and
Lis other unfearchable. PerfectionS'ate Monftrous Pa-
yadoxces and Contradictions.  Will Men never learn
to diftinguilly between Numbers and the Nature, of-

Things ¥ For three 10 be one is' &' Contradi€tion in’

Nignbers; but whedher an Infinité Nature ¢an com-.

‘municate it {elf to three different Subfiftences wichou.
fuch'a Divifion as is among, Created Beings, muft,
not be determin’d

by bare: Niombers; ' but by, the. |

Abfolute Perfections of the Divine Nature ; which

muft be owned to be above our Comprehenfion.

" For let us exatnin fome of thofe Perfections which’

ate moft clearly revealed’ and:we fhall find “chis”

tide.  The  Seripture plainly yeveals, ' that God is’
f‘?v‘;:f:’":_' from everlafting to everlafting ; |
but {hall we riot beljeve the 1

chiis. tifl we arc able to fcion dhedbyfs of God's

that he was and is and : i
believe the Truth of ;

&
fi

wiponfed Brevnry® T am apt to"think € anid 1'tiave” forme -

3

= Grel v oh sngliefull Men concurring with me,). o
petan, de 11O ’g_rqét‘et;Difﬁc;}llL'ty'ilj';tbé‘;q?flfl cepuion of, e
Tein 1 3 yiiey At Tigdritatioh, than there is'of Brernity.”, Not,
#9815 o b bita chede i ‘gréar REGH o Bllieve 1e 5 b

t there is |
tion of “theTri- |
al
|
t il

| low no Mjfteries in Religion ; and yet every thing

fd
i
t
i

i

from hence it appears that out, R‘é‘éﬁﬁ hay obh%c;\J
fe'

s 'to believe' fome things which 'it"is not poflib

fr s to comptchind: We khbw' dhieeither God' .y

) them ;they will bear with.pothing ip Religign. which

they canney. comprehcpd , . and. yerthere is. fcarce

any thing in thy' World ,\ghwh)shsxapew'vmswmg
o 2

muft have been. for-evér,, ‘of it is impoffible” hie -

ever thould be; fot if hie fhould cortie st Being,
~ whenhe was not, k¢ mufthave' fote Ciufe of his i

| Being ;

I

Being; , and- thar which was the firft Caufe would
choa.‘ Bue, if he was for ever he muft be from
hfmfclf ; and what Notion or Conception can we
have in our Minds concerning it 2 And -yet, Athei-
ﬂ,@caf Men can-take no Advantage from hence ;
becaufe their own moft abfird Fyporhefis hath the
yery fame Difficylty in it.  For {omething muft
have been for ever.  And it is far moye Reafon.
able to fuppole it of an Infinite and Eternal Mind,

which hath Wifdom and Power and Goodnefs to
", giyeBeingto other things, than of dull, ftupid and

(gn,ﬂc s, Matter; which ‘could never move it felf ,
nor. give- Being to any thing befides. Here we
have therefore a thing which muft be owned by
all ; and yec fuch a thing which can be conceived
by nope. - Which fhews the narrownefs and fhaort-
nels of our Underftandings, and how unfi they are
to be thg Meafures of the Poffibilities of things.
Vain Meuwould beWife 5 they would fain go to the
-very borrom of things, when alas! they fcarce un-
derftand the very Surface of them. They will al

is 2 Myftery to them.  They ery ouc,of Cheats and
Impoftures wngler the Nogign of Myfteries 3, and yqe
there js not. a Spire.ef Grafs bug is o Myfkery 1o

4

YT hen .

at §. Laurence-Jewry. 17
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hend: -Bu above other things the Divine Peife &t i

ons,
fary are above their Reach.  For ler fuch Men' try
their Imagin;{tion‘s'hbbuf God’s Eternity, not ‘ineerf

how he Thould' be from himfelf, but how God
(hould coexift with all the Differences of Times
and yet there be no Succeffion in his own Being.
I'do not fay there is fuch Difficuley to coneeive 4
Rock ftanding’ fhill when the Waves riin by it; . ot
the Gnomon of a Dial when the Shadow paffes from
one Figure to another; becaufe thefe are grofs, un-
acive things ; but the Difliculty is far greater where
the Being is Perfe&t and always Adtive. For, where
there is Succeffion there is a pafling out of not be.
ing in fuch a duration into being in it ; which is
not confiftent wich the Abfolute Perfection of the

Difference of Time paft, prefent or to come, From

De Con-
fol. 1.3

fuch different Acs as muft be meafur'd by a lbng
Succeffion of Timé 2 As, the Creating and Diffol-
ving the Frame of the \W,orld';‘ the 'P'rom;i'ﬁng"an'd
Sending the- Meffias ;' the ‘Declaring and Executing

even thofe which are moft Abfolute and Necef

Diviné’ Nature. .- And ‘therefore. God muft ‘be all * Tt ‘ ;
at once what he is , without any RC(PC& to the SjJU’:ltﬂ(lllt_y of his own Nature ? That he is a Spi“ S Joug.24

whence Eternity was defined by Bethiug to* be a
perfect and complete Poffeffion all at once of everlafting
Life. But how can we form any Conception in
our Minds of that being all at once, which hath '

a'general Judgment' how can théfe things be con-

" gpS; Laurence-Jewry.
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fiflért twith *#" Permanienc Inftant; or'a. Continu.
ance of Being without Succeffion 2 For,. it is im.
. poffible for us in  this Cafe, asto God's Eternity,
- tofarf 2 clear -and’diftinét Idea in - ouf Mind,
of that \which both ®Reafon and Revelation convinice
us 'muft be. ~ The moft we can make of our
Concéption of it is,that God hath neither Beginning
of Being,'nor End-of Days; but that he always
Was arid always ‘muft be. * And this is rather 2 ne-
ceffary Conclufion from Reafon and Scripture, than
-any diftin& Notion or Conception of Eternity in
our Minds. - * From ‘whence it-evidently follows,
thit God fnay reveal' fomicthing to us, which we
are’bound to believe, and yet after that Revelation

theé Manner of it may be incomprehenfible by us,
andtonfequently a Mjftery to us. A

. Hath not’ God Revealed to us in -Séripture the

s AR

T TR  (ERTITY WS L TS ST L

" rit and therefore will be worfhippd in Spirit and in
‘Truth; 'For, that is a true Reafon why Spiricual
. Worfhip {hould be moft agreeable to him.  Now,
" if we could have a clear, diftinét pofitive Notion
*in 'dur minds of God’s Spiritual Nature, we might
‘ﬁnc"é?ih’.is';‘fef\/eéled.' Rt :
- Bie leét fuch Men Examin their own thoughts
1 about this.matter; and twy, ~whether the ntroft
i they can attain to, be not fomething Negative, viz.
' ‘ becaufe

 then pretend that there is nothing myfferious in this,
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e

“hecanle greas Ablurdities would follgw i, we aptri- |

buted any thing Corporeal to God ; for, then he mutt
be compounded of Parts, and fo he may be djflo]-

ved; then he muft be confined to a ceytain. place,
and not eyery-where prefencs. be qannge have the

Power of Acing and Self-Derermining which-.a

2 mger Bogdy hath not,  For. the clearefh. Notion

we can have of Body, s, ¢ thap it is mpadeup of fofe
things as parts of  it, which-may. be feparated, from
gach other, and is gonfined to a certgin place, . and
hath no Power . to Move oy Actfrom ic felf.  But
fome, of thele Men who ery down Mjfferies 3ad
maguific Reafon, - o fhew how flender theis pre-
tences to Reafon are, have affested a Corporeq!
God, with Shape and Figure. It wag indeed,  wall
thought of by thofe who wonld make ¢ Man,to be

God, to bring God down as near to Man, 35 might ‘

be, But how to Reconcile the Notion of a2 Body
with Infinite Perfections, isa Mffery to me, and far
abgve.my Comprehenfion. . Bug it it be na Myfte-

2y 0. uch Men,  they muft.cither deny God's Infi-

If we believe (Pr'opbqﬁe, - we muft believe God's
fore-knowledge of future Events :  Fot, how could
they be foretold if he did.not fore-know them 2

tell; then it 'was 'éith'e'r~vl5eéa’ﬁfé"ihofq- only were te-
vealed to him which-i$ inconfiftent with- the Di
vine Perfections ; or that he doth foreknow all o-
ther; Events and' only’ thoughe fitting to Reyeal
thefe ;" But' how ‘can they ‘Solvé dhe Difficitleies a-
bout: Divirie Prefcience? 1s eheté ‘ho. Q\fjﬂ"eﬂ‘y i this?
thhing above their ComPrehenﬁo’n 2 What then

his Comprehenfion ¢ Beeaule hothing can be fore-
kniown -but what hatli a cértain €anfe; and there-
fore, if evil Aétions be foré-told God muft be the
| Caufe’ of them, ‘and Men will not be free Agents
intheini  Atid yee it is moft certaif; that the Suf-
fevitigé of * Chirift by the Wickednefs of Men, " were
foré:told. - 'What “then 2> Muft we make God the
|Autlior of. Sin® “God forbid. ~ Will the righteous
{Judge of all the Earth, punifli Mankind for his own

nite Perfections or (hew how a bodily Shape ¢an %A@tﬁjﬂxwméh”ﬂféyféélﬂdl“ﬁ’é@ #Void ? Thetr we muft

be sapable of theny.  But fome Men can confaynd

yield; ehae chive it forieciind $i'dhe manner of - che

Eniite, and Tafivite, ﬁ"d}’aﬂdﬁsﬁulbﬁpﬂ ang, M, E}T)i))iazé“l?f!tfdciz\ce, which is above our’ Comprehen.
and yer are for no Myfteries ; wheteas. thele things %;it)ﬁ. “Altd thé #rioft Searching and Inquifitive Men

3o fassher from opr Reach and Comprehenfion , have beeht forcid t6 (yieldit a¢ laft, as to the Con:
thap-qnyp-of thofe. Dorings which.they find fulehiettion Between tHéIC%'fEaiﬁfy5 of Prelcience and the

T R

wigh. - Buc o proggeds |

i |

Is-it not then much

Liberty of htrtran: Ackions;
SRV better.

| And if he did- fore-know thofwhich he did fore. ..

made their great Mafter deny it, as a thing above Socin.

Prale.ti.
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. . . . . . . _ hﬁ fe at
Cojeranin 3y, In Tpnorantii fola quietem invenio, = as the great
Coanin fgy, In Ignorantii fola 4

Loy
" better to fit dpwn quietly. at firft, Adoring the In-

a Mjjftery to us.

finitenels. of God's. incomprehenfible Perfections;,
than after all the huffings and difputings of Men to

Schoolman did ? - Surely then, here is ,foi.ne:thi__nq _.
Plainl'y;fc}‘{eéled, _and yet the manner of it is ftill

I {hall not now infift on any more of the par-
ticular Ateributes’ of. God, ., but.only:in general I
defire to know, whether they believe them to be
Einite 'oi:‘I}zj‘ini;e ¢ If to be Finite, then they muft
have certain bounds and limits which they cannot
exceed; and that muft either be from the Imper-
fection; of Nature, or from a Superiour Caufe,
both which are repugnant to the very Being of
God. - If they believe them to be Infinite, how can
they comprehend them? We are ﬂ;rmgel.y Puzzle,d‘ ‘
in plain, ordinaty, finite things but it is madnefs
to pfeferid “to comprchend what is Infinite 5 and
yet if the Perfections of God be not Infinite they
cannot belong to Him. . ...

- Ifhall only add , in Confequence to this ‘Affer:
tion, That if nothing is-to be believed, but what ma.y'be
comprebended, the very Being of God muft be reject- |
edtoo. And therefore I defire all fuch who talk:
fowarmly againft any Myfteries in Religion to :con.ﬁ-i
der whofe Work it is they -are doing ; even theigs.
who under this pretence go about to overthrow all';’

Religion.&

~ at' S, Laurence-jewry.

23,,\

Religion. - «'For, fay they, Religion is a Myftery
“ in its own Nature ; not this or that, or the other
« Religion ; but they are all alike , all is Myftery;
« and that is but another Name for Fraud and In-
« pofture.  What were the Feathen Myfteries buc
« tricks of .Pricft-Crafr ; and fuch are maintained
« and kept.up in all kinds of Religion. If there-
« fore thefe men, who talk againft My Reries unider-
« ftand themfelves, they muft in purfuance of their
« Principles rejet one God, as well as three Perfons ;
¢ For, as long as they believe an Infinite and In-
“ comprehenfible Being , -it is Nonfenfe to reject
“ any other Doctrine, which relates to an. Infiite
“ Being, becaule it is Incomprebenfible.

But yet thele very Men, who feem to purfue
the-Confequence of this Principle to the utmoft,
muft afferc fomething more incomprehenfible than
the Being of God. For, I appeal to any man of
common Underftanding , whether it be not more
agreeable to Reafon to fuppole Works of Skill,
Beauty and Order to be the Effects of a Wife and
Intelligent Being, than of Blind Chance and Unac-
countableNeceflity; whether it be not more agreeable
to the Senfe of Mankind to fuppofe an Infinite and

-Eternal Mind endued wich all poffible Perfections to

be the Maker of this vifible-World ; than, that it
{hould ftart out from it felf,  without Contrivance,
without Order , without Caufe > Certainly fuch

D ~ men
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men have no Reafon to find faule with the
ries of Religion
thcrcf, is \nﬁthing fo Abfurd
as their dasting Eypothefts ;
which' can make it prevail,
kind to be as Dull and Infenfible as the fitlk Chaos.
Thus I have fhewn that it is not unreafonable
for God to require from us the Belief of fomeéthing
which we cannot ‘comprchcnd. o
- (2.) I now come to confider, whether thofe
who are fo afaid of incomprebenfible Mjfteries in our
Faith; have made it fo much more eafie in the Way
they “have taken. And -notw_ith(’canding all “che
Hectoring talk againft Mjfteries and things incom:-
prehenfible in Religion, I find more - infuperable

and Incomprehenﬁble,
And, there is nothing

Difficulties. in*point of Reafon in their Way thaniin |

ours. As for inftance, _
(1.) It is a more Reafonable thing to fuppofe

fomething
ing. with the Father before the World was made by him ;

(as S. Jobn cxprcﬁes it in the beginning of his Go- |
fpel) than in fuppofing that although Jobn. the;

Baptift were born fix Months before Jefus Chrift ;
that yet Chrift was in Dignity before him. What
a wonderfull Myflery is this? Can Men have the

My |

becaufe they are incomprebenfible, {ince

but to fuppofe..'Man."

Mjfterions in the Eternal Son of God's be- |

And fuppofc the Evangelift in profound  Langupge
| and lofty Expreflions to prove 3 thing, which was
! never difputed, ¥iz; that although Chrift Jefus were
+ born fix Months after Jobn, yet he was in Dignity
| before him? Yer this was a Mjftery, -which, s I
. xémember, Fauftus Socinus glories in that his Uncle
Llins obtained by Revelation. -
(2) It is a more Reafonable thing to fuppofe
that a Divine Perfon fhould afflume human Nature,
and fo. the Word to be made Flefh ;. than to fay, that
an Actribute of. God, his Wifdom.or Power is made
Flefh, which is a Mjftery beyond all. Comprehen-
fion; There.may be fome Difficultics in our Con-
ception of the other, but this is a thing beyond: all
Conception or Imagination; For an Accident to be
made a Subflance is as abfurd, as to imagin it to
: fubfift without. one. . o
" (3 It is more. Reafonable to fiippofe that che
Son of God fhould: come down from Feaven and take
our Nature upon him,. than that 2 man {hould be
rapt up into Heaven, that it might be faid that he
cattie down. from thence. For inthe former Suppé‘-
fition we have many other places of Scripture - to
fupport iv, which fpeak of his being with .God,
 and having Glory with hin: before the World was ; where-

Face to cry down Mjfleries in deep Speculations,]

and matters of 2 high and abftrufe Nature, when'

they make fuch Myperies of plain and enfic. th‘ingsé"_
| ' An

1 words

is‘;;hercii’s'- nothing for l'g:’l3e other; 'but: only that it is
-tieciflary to: maké‘"‘foﬁw'rol‘et@blewseﬂfefgf thofe

PRI
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" A Sermon ]‘J‘rnmc’bed |

" (4) Tt is more Reafonable to believe that God |
{hould become Man by taking our Nature upon |

" him; than that Man {hould become God. For in |

the former, there is nothing but the Difficulty .of }
cohiceiving the Manner of the Union, which we i;
all grant to be fo berween Soul and Body ; but in
the other there is a Repugnancy in the very Con- ;
ception of a Created God, of an Eternal Son of Adam,
of Ommipotent Infirmity, of an Infinite finite Being. i
the former Cafe, an Infinite is united to 2 Finite 5 but
in the other a Fiite becomes Infinite, .

(5.) It is'more Reafonable to believe that Chrift |
Fefus fhould fuffer as he did for our fakes than for his
amn,. -~ We are all agreed that the Sufferings of Chrift
wereifar beyond any thing he deferved at God's hands; |
but what Account then is to be givenof them? We fay |
that he made himfelf a voluntary,ASacriﬁc'c'for Expi-
ation of the;Sins of Mankind § and-{o thererwas 2
gheat and noble End defigned, and no Injury done |
to a'willing Mind ; .and the Seripture as plainly ex-
prefles this, as it can do'in Words. But others: deny
¢his, and-make him to fuffer as oneiwholly Inno-
cent ;. for what Gaufe 2° To make the moft Inno- |
cent Perfons as apprehenfive of Suffering as the moft ;
Guilty ; and the moft righteovs: God to PUL. 0P |
difference betweeh thetn, withRefpect to Suffering?.
 (6.): Ieis.moréReafonable to ]ﬁppofe, fuch:a Con-
defcenfion in the Son of God to take upon him the
" S . Form

forming Idolatry then in being ;!

at S. Laurence-Jewry.

Form of a Servant for our Advantage ; than that a
Man {hould be Lxalted to the Honowr and Wor-

meer

fhip which belongs only to God. For, on the one

fide, there is nothing but what is agreeable to the
Divine Nature, viz. Infinite Love and Condefcenfion
and Pity to Mankind ; on the other, there is the
greateft -Delign of Self-Exaltation that ever was in
Eauman Nature, viz. for a meer Man to have the moft
Effential Attributes and Tncommunicable Hononr which

belongs to God. And whether of thefe two is more

agreeable to- the Spirit and Defign of the New Te
ftament, let any man of underftanding judge. For
as it is evident, that the great Intention of it is to
magpific the wonderfull Love of God in the fending
of his Son ; fo it is as. plain that one great End of
the Chriftian Doélrine was to take Mankind off
from giviig Divine Worfhip to Creatures; and
can we then-fuppofe that at the fame time it {hould
{ec up - the Worfhp of a meer Man with all the Ho-
sour-and Adoration which belongs to God? This jsto
e an inconiprebérifible Myftery. indeed , and far be-
yond-all that'is implied in’ che -Mj/feries “of the:!Tri-
nity-and Incarnation.. For it Subverts the very Foun-
dation of the Defign of ‘Chriftianity: as. to‘tl}e, Re:
dola ) it: lays the Founda-
tion for . introducing!it into the World again s for

fiace the Diftance beeween-God and ‘his Creatures

¢ matter of Worfhip, there is

is taken away, inth
" ' nothing

(A
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_-notﬁingj left

- doth not exclude moxe Mediators of Interceffion. but

'is the Foundation of that of - Interceffion. And it is
far more eafie for us to fuppofe there may be {ome

of our Redemption by Fefus Chrift, than that at che

~ who is but a Creature,then that which in it felf is- a

§.Joaps. 0y the true God ; muift,
» cors6. clude him from Divine Worfhip: For they arc fpoken
Flue Ho ; o

but the Declaration of his Will ; 'whi-ch,

upon this Ground, that the Mediation of Redemption

things too hard for us to underftand in the Myftery

fame time it {hould be both a Duty and « Sin to

worfhip any but_the true God with proper Divine |
\ Priefts had, who had Gods many and Lords many, as

Worfhip. For if it be Idolatry to give it to a Crea-
ture, then it is a great Sinj for fo the Scripture ftill
accounts it ; but if we are bound to give it to Chrift

Sin, is now become a Neceffary Duty ; which over-
throws the Natural Differences of Good and Evil,
and makes Idolatry to be a meex Arbitrary thing. And
1 take it for granted, that it Matters of Religion,
Moral Difficulties are more to be regarded: than I,
tellectual ; becaufe Religion was far more defigned
for aRule of our Actions, than for the' Satisfaction
of ouif Curiofity. And upon due Examination we
{(hall:find that there is no fuch frightfull Appearances
of Difficulties in the Mjfery of thelncarnation, as there
is-In-givitig Divine Worfbip to 2 Creature.
“ Aid it ought to be obferved, thac thofe very Pla-
%es which are fuppofed to exélude Chrift from be-
if they have any force; ex-

et

| and incomprehenfible Myftery. A Mjftery hidden from

S, Laurence-Jewry. 29.
of God as the Object of oug Worfbip; buc if he be

not -excluded from Divine Worfhip, then neicher isg,,, ., I
he from being the true God; which they grant he Burop.v. |
is by Offce but not by Nature. , o Wiek,
- But a God by-Office who is not {o by Nature is anew G atech.
Racov.

Ages and Generations as to the Church of God ; but,.p' o

not made known by the Gofpel of bis Son.

This is fich a kind of Mjftery as the Heathen

the Apoftle faith, 4. e. many by Office although but  cors:s. %t
one by Natyre. But if the Chriftian Religion had. |
owned ane God by Nature and-only one by Office, the
Heathens had been to blame chiefly in the Number
of their Gods by Offce, and not in the divine Wor-
fhip which they gave to them. But S.Panl blames
the Heathens for doing Service to them which by Na-
ture are no Gods ; not for doing it without Diving Gal.4. .
Authority, nor for. miftaking the Perfon who was.
Ged by Office, but in giving Divine Worfhip to-
thein who by Nature were no Gods ; which he would-
never have faid, if by the Chriftian Do&tine; Di:-
vine Worfhip were to be given to.one who was.
not God by Nature.
But thefe are indeed incomprebenfible  Myfteries
how a Man by Nature can be a God really and
truely by Office 5 how the Incommunicable Perfeéti-
ons of the Divine Nature can be. communicated .
: ' : to.
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oo a Creature’s how' God fhould give: bis Glory'th
. .ariother, *and by his own Command require that to
be given to a Creature, -which himfelf had abfo-
lutely forbidden to be given to any bcﬁdes_‘himfclf.
e is (aid by a famous Fefuit (1 Will'n‘c)t"iay hqw
agreeably to their own Dobtrines and Praétices abotit

smighece Divine Worfhip ) that the Command of God cannot’

Duin. . make him worthy of Divine Wor([hip, zﬂ;b-w{tbo;tt Jfuch
And it is very abfurd
. {

f,":g_““' 4 Command is not worthy of it. it ds
to fay, that he that % wnworthy of it without a Com-
mand, can become worthy by it 5 for it makes God to
command Divine Flonour to be given to- one who cannot
| deferve it.  (For no meer Man can deferve to be
| Gowas-made God.)  But it is more agreeable to the Divine
" Nuture and Will not to give his Honour to a Creatnre.
- (3.) Bu after all the Invectives of thefe Enemies
to Myﬁcries,; we do not make that Wh}dl we fay is
Incomprehenfible to be a Neceffary Article of Faith as
at 18 chomprebe;gﬁble ;
Incomprebenfible as to the Maniier,
vy Article as
Iiftances I have already mentioned of the Creation
and Refurreétion-of the Dead ; would they in earneft
have Men turn Infidels asto thefe things till they are
able to comprehend all the difficulties which “telate
to them ; 1f not, why fhould- this {uggeftion be
allow'd as to the Myfteries which relate to our: Re-

demption by Jefus Chrifp? I it be faid, the Cafe i

may be a Neceffa-

but we do affert that whatisf- - - o |
o) Which tehds. moft .cothe ftrengthening . . -
far as it is plainly Revealed. As in thef.." ~

s

wot: alike for thofe are clearly Revealed .and thefe arenot 5
this brings it to the true and proper Iflue of this
matter, and if we do not prove - a- clear Revelation,
we do not.aflertheir being Negeffary drticles of Faith
bhutndy prefent buﬁﬁefs was; 9nly to- t;éke .off this
Objection that the Mjjteries. wete Incomprehenfible
and»vt'her-cforc not to be received by us.

R S S DRI ST i ,'f: TN
. T, :And fo I come s the'fecond Way, by,which,
we are to Examin the {everal Senfes of Chrift Jefus
coming to fave Sinners : Which, of ither terids miore
to.the Bentfic and Advantage of Mankind ; or which
is- more worthy!of all Acceptation ' ;
 And ..that  will -appear b

thingsy:t o , ‘
o, o{1:) ~Whhich tends moft o the saifing our Efteem

: .donﬁdériﬁé ; fhcfc

o1 candiLove of Chriftdefust i
(2} 'Which tend$ ot to the-begetting in us
 a greatey Hatredoof Sowt 70 00 1T

ot Hape 'of:Salvation by Jefug Chriff. ..
(i) As vo the.raifing i us a greater Effeen and

Loye‘and Condéfeerifion: o aChnift Jefus’ in ndes-
wakingifilch a Wtk as phe ifdbing.wfeS inntersonakes
itimoft -worthy! of rall A¢cepration. i Somé Men
iy plesfe . themfelves ih': thinkiig that! by taking
away all Myfteries theyhave:made: thelr: Faith more

‘not _

eafic,

Love of Chrift.. - We are’ cértain 'that -che Infinite
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of the wonderfull Love and
in coming into the World:
this is the great Argument
to perfwade Mankind to
Job 3.16. SON: God fo Io))edﬂtl..ve-'W?r
gotten Son, & This is 1
of Liove; if by ‘the-only

v.os. S Jobn fpeaks juft before ;.

but only that. God. tadg:

and’ was ill ufed and crue
he Exalted him to be God
eribuces and - Honotirs ; -
great Love to the Perfon

2ot of ‘Mankind.  But Gods Love in Scripture i
magniﬁcd with Refpeét to the World. in the fcndmgi
. i thiswas manifefted, faith'the Apoftle;

s, becaufe:that God | ent bifl pivn and the Father ; and that therein the Love of

of his Son:t
rJoh. 49(){ l:“S SO ) e
' the Love. of God: towards

‘only begotien Son_into. the
yoao. - through bim.-  Herem

tolards ws, i. €.HTOW
to the other Senfe. it mu
the Love of God manife

2;6 vle’; of G:d ]a,':lc:;,;;j];,f Jparing his own Son is there, if nothing were meant
. that be gave b o
ndced a mighty Argument
begotten Son be meant’ the

Eretnal 'Son of God, who ccme down frow Heaven, as

i micer Man to.be his-Somy)
and after he had prcﬁaéhe‘d a

! chis were ani Argument of

love, not that we’ lo\ged»-‘Go"‘d
“But. that be- loved waand.[ent his:Son to be:.a: Propitia
otibmisfor our.Sins. _+The great Lsove
ards Mankindsy.

have extremely leffen’d
iz, the Apprehenﬁons
Condefcenfion of Chrift
to [ave Sinnerss And yet
,oXthc New Teftament

‘but if no more be meant;

while here on. Earth
ified by his own People,;

and gavc_him Divine At-

‘of Chirift, but not to the

Woild “that we fhould liv

fted to his-Son,

'ﬁ: S

at S. Laurence-jewry. 33

Sufferings he exalted him above all Creatures. He _
that fpared not his own Son; faith S. Paul, but deliver'd Roms.se. §
him up for us all. - 1f he were the Eternal Son of God
who came to {uffer for us, there is a mighty force
and Emphafis in’ this Expreffion, and very apt to
raife our Admiration and our Love ; But what not

buc that he defigned by Sufferings to Exale him?
For not Sparing him fuppofes- an Antecedent Relation
of the higheft Kindnefs, but the other is only de-

. figning extraordinary Kindnefs for the fake of his

Sufferings.  Therefore, the Argument for the Love
of God is taken from what his Son was, when he
deliverd him up for us all ; he was his own Son ;
not by Adoption as others are; S. Fobn calls him, his{?}jf;_;-.'lg-‘
only begotten Son; and God himielf, bis beloved Son Luk.3-2-
in the Voice from Heaven ; and this before his
Sufferings, immediately after his Baptifm, when as
yet, there was nothing extraordinary done by him,
as to the great Defign of his coming, Which {hews,
that there was an Antecedent Relation between

God and of Chrift was manifefted, that being the
only begotten Son of the Father, he {hould take our

ill e i Nature upon him and for our fakes do and fuffer
we dILAee B whae he did.. This is indeed an Argument great
butsadcording -

{t have'been, - Herein way

that fdg hif

Suffering|

enough to raife our Admiration, to excite ourDe-
votion, to inflame our Affections ; but how flac
E 2 and




|

|t

I

|

E

.+ tsjore than - this, - that there was a Man, ‘whom, af:

Tohasat ghat he was troubled i Spirit ;' that he began.to-be

Y oA Sermon preached

ahd low: doth - it appear, when it comes’ to no

ter his Sufferings, God raifed from tbe dead and
made him a God by Offce?  Doth this carry any
fuch Argument in ic for our Efteem and Love
and Devotion to him as the other doth upon the
moft ferious Confideration of it? . .
* (2.) ‘Which tends moft to beget in us a grea-
ter Hatred of Sin. For that is fo- contrary to the
Way of out Salvation by j‘-efmﬁbmﬂ,- that: W’hat
Eénds /moﬂfﬁ to  our Hatred of it 5 ‘muft conduce
moft to our HaPPiu_efs; and thepefort;‘be'_mpﬁ_ wor:
thy of ll Acceptaioni: Tt -1 »agrcl:-‘ec‘l 0‘}’;.?%1; ;{aar;_d@z,
that Chrift did fuffer very-much boh i’ iis Mind
and in his Body. Tn his Mind ; when it is {aid,

i forvowfull and very heavy ; and- fqbn-af;e_r; My~ Soik
i excéeding ﬁ;ﬁ'bivft_tll?, even: ur'gfg E defz?ly..: S. X,L",‘kg,

Mtk 14. faith, that he was in an Agon'); 5 }vlle;¢xn- he n? on-
A ved more earncftly, but bis [weat was as 1t were
e 1};;{:’;@}’;;?0;}5 of @loz)jzz{};;allirgg-to the Ground: - thﬂ
(Ignade this Amazement, and - dreadfull “Agony-in

the mind of the moft innocent Perfon in the
World 3 Was it meerly the- Fear of ;hc Pains of

Death which he was to undergo ? 'That is im:
poffible , confidering the Affurance whlfh he had,

of fo glorious. 2 Reward fo foon following a&er ;

when fo many Martyrs endured fuch exquifite

: : Torments

- m Laurenceajewrry' 35 i

Torments for his fake without any fuch Diftur:
bance or Confternation. But the Apoftles give ;
us another Account of it. S. Peter faith, He was Per22y. §
to bear our Sins in his own body on the tree; that

Chrift [uﬂer’d for Sins, the juft for the wjuft. 3.18.
S. Panl ; that: God made him to be St for us who sCors.a1.
knew no Sin, that we might be made the righteoufuefe

of God in him. Hereby we underftand how fo in-
nocent a Perfon came to fuffer;. be: flood in. oun

Stead ; he was made Sin for us ; and: therefore was

to be treated as a Sinner ; and to {uffer that on. our
Account, which.he could not deferve on- his own..

If -he fufferd ‘on his own Account;: this were tlié
way'to- fill .our Minds wichy perpldxity ‘Goncerning;

thé Juftice of Providence with Refpech.to his deals

irigs wich the. moft innocent and holy Perfons in

this World ; If ‘he fuffer'd:-on our' Account,:then.

wei have the Bedefit of his. Sufferings, -and - théreirk

we fee how difpleafing to God fin is,. when even

his -own Son: {uffer'd {o. much by:taking. the .guile

of ‘our- Sitsiupow him: . uAddiwhat can: rend more

t6, the begetting in us a'.due-hatred of fin, than

w0 confider, what' Chriff himfelf fufferd on.the .
Account-of it 2: - What can make ius, have,more’ .
dreadfull thoughts: of if, ‘than that the gieag'and
mercifull God, whien: he: defigned to "Save finmers,
yet-would have his own Son to become 4 Propiti:

ition for the Sins of Mankind? ~ And unlefs we. al:

low
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we muft pue force upon thc plaineft -
Expreflions of Scripture ; and .make Chrift to fuﬂ‘ex?
meerly to fhew God's Power over a moft inno-
~ cent Perfon, and his Will and Pleafure to inflict
the moft fevere Punifhment without any Refpect
" to Guil. And furely {iuch a Notion of God, can-

not be worthy of all Acceptation.
) \Y/hichf rends moft to ftrengthen onr Fope

of Sabvation by Chrift Jefus. If we believe that he
(ufferd for our Sins, then we have great Reafon
to hope for the Forgivenefs of thqm; although
they have been many and. great, 1f we fincerely
Repent ; becanfe the moft: prcva‘llm.g Argument
for Defpair will be removed 5 which s taken from
the Juftice of God, and his declared Hatred of Sin
and: Difpleafure againft Sinners. It ._God be fo
ptich in earneft difpleafed with the Sins of Man-
kind, and his Juftice be concerned in the Punifh-
ment ~of Sinners, how can they ever hope vo

- unlefs there be a wa for his Difpleafure
CfCaPCJ e nd his ]Zﬁiec to be fatisfied ?

to . be removed,: 2 | :
And this the Seripture tells us 18 done by Chrift,
' Romsao.who: died that he might be a Sacrifice of Atonement
s0on19. @ econcilk ws to God by bis Deith 5 33 S. Panl ex:

affirms;  And by this means, we may have

prelly Hopes of Forgive:

firong Confolation from the

low : this,

~ earneft. difpleafe'd,iwith the Sins- of Ma’nkiljid ;
which 'muft " exceedingly leffen our Efteem of ‘the
Eholinef§ and Juftice of. God; . or .if he were fo dif-
‘pleafed, that he laid afide this Difpleafure, without
any Atonement of Sacrifice of Expiation. And’ fo,
as many ‘as look “on ‘God's Jujtice and Holinefs as
neceffary ‘and efféntial Attributes of God, will be
in danger - of ﬁnkinﬁ into the Depths of Delpiir,

their"Sins. " But on’ the other fide, ‘if we believe
that while' we were " Enenmties , e were’ reconciled "o
Giod by the:, daath:of bis Son 5 . then. we may have
Peate with ' God through our - Lord Jefus Chrift 5 .and
‘have Reéafon to believe that there will be no Con-
demnation to them that are in Chrift Jefus by a live-
ly. Faith and fincere Repentance ; then'; they may
with Coitifott look up to God:as a Reconciled Fa-
ther, through Fefus Chrift onr Mediator 5 then they
may with inward Satisfaction look beyond the
Grave, and ftedfaftly hope for that Salvation which
Chrift purchafed on Earth and will a laft beftow
on all fuch as Love and Obey him. To which
God of his Infinite Mercy bring us all through Fe-
Jus Chrift. ~ For, This is a faithfull Saying and worthy
“of all Acceptation, that he came into the World to fave
Sinmers. .

nefs of our Sins. Whereas, ,
cither Men muft believe .tllat God was -

if this be takc'nlaway,
not ‘in| .

FINTIS

as often as:they Reflect ferioufly .on. the Guilt of
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