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THADDEUS STEVENS

SPEECH J
OF PENNSYLVANIA,

TTHE CALIFORNIA QUENSTION.

Mude in the Honse of Representatives, Night Session, June 10, 1850.

Mr, Cuaieman: How far Congress cub legislate
for the Territories, and admit new Stated into the
Unlon, has boen mntter of geave Jdiscussion.

The power to adwmit new States iy expressly
given by the Constitution. DBut the extent of
that power i8 by po menns settled. [n my judg.
ment, it retera only to nev States formmed out of
territory previously belonging to the nation. Such
was theopinion of Mr, Jefferson, aud [ huve never
geon it successfully controverted. Clearly that
clanse conferrod no diplomatic powers on Con.
gress. Consequently, Congresy could enter into
no negotintion with foreign Powers: for that
would be nu net of diplomaey. The right to ad.
mit foreign independent nations into the Confol.
eracy iy nowhere given to Congress, cither by di.
rect grant or necessary implication. | do not be-
licve it ezists unywhere, exeept with the trenty-
making power. This question will probably be
geriously considered aud finally decided, whoen
Texngcomey to subdivide her territory into States,
and clnim their udmission into the Union, if that

yunfortunate event snould ever happen,

The right of Congresy, and the extent of that
right, to legislate for the Territoriey, has becoae
o question of fierce discussion by the ablest minds
of the nation. 'or sixty yearsand upwards, after
the passage of the Ordinance of 1757 and the
adoption of the Constitution, un vne seriously
doubted the right of Congress to control the
whele legislation of the Territorics—to estah.
lish ‘Territorial Governments; create courts; fix
the tenure of the judges nnd other oflicers—in
short, to rxercise all acts of municipal as well as
pnlitical legislation. For sixty years, all that au-
thority has been exercised over the Narthwest.
ern Territory, the Soutbwestern Terriiory, over
Louisisna, Florida, and Orezon. In the mean
time, the guestion had been definitively and coa-
clusively settled by nll the branches of the Gov-
ernment—by Presilents, by Congresses, by re-
peate.l Jdecisions of the Supreme Court of the
{United Stutes. Elementary writers, Story. Rawle,
and othura, had so luid dowa the lnw.

It is omly since our Jdiameémbarment of the
Mexienn Empire, that this question has heev
opeueu. aud found able awd apparewtly sincere
gtatesinen totally to deny the power,

Those who, half a century hence, shnll be {ed
1o exnmine the archives of the natiou, will natu.

rally ingquire whnt new light had been shed on

this subject ; what new event hnd happened to
disturb this well.settled opinions [t may possibly
be fcund, that even in this free aud enlightened
i’.epublic, men, statesmen aud demagogues, were

. acthated by the same cupidity, lust of power and

of oflice. which governed the people of the old
puell & Blauchanl, Printers.

and corrupt notions of the world, ‘That an inde-.
pesdent, natlon, without treaty and without war-
rant in the Constitution, by the mero not of Con-
gress, way corruptly admitted into this Confedu.
racy for the avowed. purpose of extemding the
dominion of slavery; and that Califoruis and
New Mexlco were acquired for the samo object.
But that it ‘#as found that Congress, unczpoct-
edly to the South, determined to exclude slavery
from them; and had nctunlly passed o bill for
that’ purpose, throuvgh the House of Representa-
tives; and it was lost in the Senate only for want
of time. Then Scuthern statesmen digcovered
that the only cbhance they had of carrylug out
their original design, way to deny the power of
Congress to pass such o law., They abindoned
the position sunctioned by themselves. and by the
prescription of sixty yeurs, aud boldly ateumed
thiz new attitude. ,

But to be successfui, they must bring Northern
nid to thiy new dactriae. ‘U'hey put in requisition
the meaaos which before had always availed them—
the poiitical weight of slavery., A Pregidential
clection was approaching., IHe alone., who was
willing to reccive this new light, and surrender
hig conscience to its illumination, could receive
their support, Awong the most prominent of the
aspirafits to that high oftice was a gentlemsn
of 'distinguished talents, of great scientific and
legal attainments, who had reached the mature
age of nearly thyee gcore years and ten. He was
particularly versed in the Constitution and laws
which regulate the Territoriea. He had grown
up with them. Ile had filled several offices, and
among them the highest in Territorial Govern-
meunts cstablished by Congress. IHe acknow-
Jedged the exclusive power of Coupgress over
them, and it3 power to exclude slavery from
them. Gle was prepared to vote for the Wilmot
Proviso. and expressed great regret that he was
deprived of the opportunity, by u debate which
was protracted to the end of the yession of 1S16.
There seemad hut little hope, that his judgment,
thus matured, his opinion formed with care, and
consolidated by the action of a long life, could
ever be so changed as to entitle hiwn to Soutbern
suppsrt. But miracles have not censed in the
mornl, whatever niay be the case in the physical
vooid. Southern alchemy wasz applied ; straight.
way a shaking was seen among the dry bones, and
he stood up. regeneraied, illuminnted, and trans-
formed. The scales fell from his ancient eyes,
aml he saw bright visions. He now deries to
Coungress the least pawer over the Territeries!
To vindieate, nat his consistency, fur that is hope-
less, but his honesty, he has devoted thirty odd
mortal pages of a speech, tn show the error in.
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dulged in for tho last sixty years, by Congresaces,
b‘y Presidonts, by Suprome Courte, by constitu.
tional writers, and by himuolf,

I sholl not uttompt tofllow hia labored nrgu.
mont, cepecinlly ns very fow of his Southern
nllics now ondorso it. All, howevoer, must fool
slngore refrot that ho changed his opinions under
such peeullar circnmstances,

My opinion ty to the cxtent of the power of
Congross in legislating for tho Territories difters
somewhat from those who admit tho general) nnd
exolusive power,

The Supreme Court, the ultimato arbiter fixed
by the Peoplo finally to deoide all questious arising
uader the Constitution and laws of Congrous,
have, by ropoated deolsions, derived tho exclusive
power of Congress to legislate for the Torrito-
rics from the olause in tho Constitution which

o

gayg—"-* The Congress shall havs porcer to dispose of

and make all needful rules and regulations respecting

the Territory and other property of the United
States.”

I do not suppoge that apy branch of this Gov.
crnment i8 at liberty practically to disrogard
these deolsions. It would be us improper in the
President, Congress, or any other functionary of
tho Government, as it would be in an individual.
In him it would be o misdemeanor. If it were
now on opean question, I should hesitate to rest it
wholly on that part of the Constitution. There
is mach weight in the argument that ¢ Zerritory”
is used in the singular number, and coupled with
tho phrage ‘‘or other property belonging to the
United Stat#s” It seems to have been intended
to apply to a single Territory und the Govern-
ment property therein, At the adoption of the
Constitution, the United States owned but onc
Territory (the Northwestern) Nordid the Con-
stitution provide for the scquisition of any other.
Clearly, no such power is given to Congress,
either expressly or by necessary implication. It
is to be found, if it exists anywhere in the Gov-
ernment, in the treaty-making power alone. The
Supreme Court have fortified their opinion of the
power of Coongress over the Territories, as the
necessary consequence of the right to acquire by
treacy. If I were allowed to indulge my own
ent, I ¢hould place the right of Congress to
legislate for the Territories acquired from foreign
nations n.olly in the consequences resulting from
the right of acquisition.

By the law of nations, when a nation acquires
Territory, cither by conquest or treaty, it be-
comes gubject to the will of the acquiring Power.
The laws of such Power, however, do not spread
over it until some express legislation. In the
mean time, theiv own laws remain in full force.
Not unfrequently such subject provinces are for
a long time governed by very different laws from
the country to which they become attached. Can-
ads, and other British previnces, are to this day.
But the very fact of acquisition gives to the sove-
reign power of the acquiring State all power to
legislate for such acquisitions. It requires no
constitutional or treaty provision. Wherever the
legislative power of the new sovereign is placed,
whether in King, Parlinment, or Congress, there
is the whole and only power to govern them.

Our Constitution places the legislative power
in Congress. Consequently, Congress has exclu-

\

Tho Constitution ltself doos not oxtend to thom,
and can have no influonco upon thoem, cxcopt so
fhr as it croatos and deflnes the loglelative organ
of tho sovorcign wil of tho natlon, INono of tho
oficora in tho 'I"erritorion hold by n conutitutionnal
tenure, No law of the Unitod States was over
supposcd to bo oatonded to any of the Territorics
bf tho mero force of tho Constitutlon, 1'bie pro.
vision for tho return of fuglitive slaves docs not
oxtend to tho Territories. Any slave cecaping
or belog taken into New Mexico or Californin,
would bo instantly free, Henoe, by the act of
1703, oxprees provision for tho subject was made
with regard to tho Territories which wo then had,

It follows that Congrees nlone hasthe exolusive
power to legislate for tho Torritories; and that
any nction by the inhabitants in forming Governs
ments for themsclvea, until authorized by Con.
gress, is irrogular, nnti, a8 I8 justly nrgued by tho
gentleman from  Virginla, [Mr, Skopon.] sod
other Southern gentlemen, more usurpation. 1
do not think, however, it jssuoh usurpation as
iy to he treated ns criminal; but may be either
sanotioned or disallowod,’ns Congress may deem
most conducive to the genoral wellure,

But it is contended, that although Congrees
has exclusive, it has not unlimited, jurisdiction.
That it may and is bound to legislate to protect
slavery, but cannot prohibit it.

A distinguished Scnator from Kentucky | Mr.
Crav,] controverts this doctrine, and holds that
Congress can abolish, prohibit, or establish sla-
very in tho Territories.

I can agree to neither of these propositions,
In support of the firat, it is argued that the pro-
hibition of slavery would violate the provision of
the Constitution which says that  The citizens
of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges
and immunities of citizens of the several Statey.”
I can see no force in the argnment. This ar-
ticle simply provides that the law shall not dis-
criminate between citizens of the several States.
New, & law which prohibits every pergon from
holding slaves in the Territories doea rot dis-
criminate, but grants to all equal ¥ privileges”
and “ immupities.” '

But such law is said to be partial, because a
portion of our citizens cannot take their property
with them. This i3 not true in point of faet.
Every man may take hig property, conforming to
the local Iaw when he gets there. If any of them
possess property which by the law of nature or
of man would be worthless, of course he will leave
it behind. A large capital, in Pennsylvania, ig
invested in stock, tools, and implements for smeilt-
ing and roanufacturieg iron. Ir' it turns out, asJ
believe is likely to be’ the fuct, that me~t of
our newly-ncquired territory bas netther coal nor
iron ore, what right had the General Government
to expend the common treagure to purchase terri-
tory to which the Penneylvania irou masters coald
not take their property without rendering it
worthless? 'T'he argument i8 quite as cogent,
and more just, than that used by the slaveholder.

.. The only fair inquiry is, do the rame laws op-
erate on all, without regard to the quantity or

quality of their property, or the scction from
whenve they come?

But it is gaid that such a law would violate the
rights of the sluveholder, by depriving him of his

sive power over the Territories newly acquired. property—his vested righta.
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our Government.

To divest him of property In slavea in freo
‘Torritorlos, {t muyt be first shown that ho has
auch property, It is o prinelplo of tho common
Inw, quito os sacred ns tho dootrine of vested
rights, that by tho general law man s not tho sub.
Joot of property ; that ho can be hold in bondaFe
only by oxpress loonl lnw; and that, wherever the
sluve {8 boyond tho jurlﬂdictlou of such local law,
no matter how he gets there, he I8 frea. This
hne nover boen doubted since the celebrated des
cision by Lord Mansiield, in tho case of tho ne.
gro Summersett. Nor doey it mnke apy ditfer-
cnoe  whother tho sluve jurlsdiction and the
free jurisdiction helong to the same or differcat
Governments By the common luw, if o slavo cs-
cnpes from u slave State into a free State, he ia
free.. That principle of .the common luw, how-
evor, i8 prevented from oporating in the States hy
n clause in the Constitution. But it ls in full
force in the Territories, to which that provision
does not extend. The master, therefore, who
tukes his elavo into fere Territories, has no vested
rights or property in him which can beimpnired,
T'he slave becomes n man, apd has o vestel and
innliepnble right to liberty.

While it is thus found thnt Congress has the
right to prohibit and abolish slavery in the Ter-
ritorien, it does not fyllow that it hns the power
to establish it.

| admit that Congress has al} legislative power
over the Territories necessary for the legislation
of n tree Government, except when expressly re.
Strained by the provivions of the Constitution, or
the furidamenral priveipdes of the Govermment, It in
not bound by the article which reserves to the
States all powers not expressly granted to the
United States.

Still, there are general principles restraining
the power of Congress wherever it extends,
‘There ava certain other principles, not mentioned
in the Crnstitution, which Cungress cannot an.
nul or violate, because they are the foundation of
They are enumerated in the
Declaration of lndependence. Wherever those
principles are not altercd or overruled hy express
compact in the Constitution, they potentially.con.
trol the action of the General Government, |
admit that, in forming the organic law, tney
might have been repudiated. Some of them un-
fortunately were.

At first it was supposed that they controiled
the State Governmenta also. It was decided by
the judiciid tribunals of some of the States, Muas-
sachusetts for one, that the Declaration of Inde-
Feudenceabolished slavery without nny legislative
enactment. Butit cameto be more reasonably coun-
sidered that the Declaration w.s not made by the
States, but by the Natiopal Government. and
that the principlas of State rights and legislation
must be sought for in State documents.

This Bill of Rights of the Americau nation de-

clares liberty to be an inalienable right. Nor

does the Constitution give Congress any power to
restrain or take away this right, except in the

.cage of fugitives from labor into other Srares. The

v

legislative power of the several Stutes is control.
led by similar principles. They hhve geunerally
formed a Declaration or Bill of Rights of their
own.

| find that every free State has adopted a Bill

-of Rights similar to the fullowing, which are to be

found in those of Masanchusotts and New Iamp.
shiro: * All men nre born freo aud equal, and
havo certoln natural, cssentinl, and jualivnablo
rights ; among which ore the right of enjoying
nnd defending thelr lives and llbortios ; and that
of nequiring, possessing, nnd protecting property.”’

Thoue Constitutions nowhoere prohibit thelr Le-
gislatures from establishing slavery, or violuting
voated rights, Yet ! suppose that no sound etates.
mun would contend that thoy could do elther, be.
cause it would be inconsistent with the funda.
tnental principles of thelr Government, a3 ex.

reased in their [3i of Rights, It would, in my
Fudgmunt, be equnlly preposterous to assert that
Congress possessed such power, when the Bill of
Rights of the nation declares liberty to be “in.
alienable,”

[ think it follows inevitnbly, that Congress may
abiolish or probibit slavery wherever it has ex-
clusive jurisdiction, but can establish it nowhere.

{ should not have deemed it necessary to give
any reagons now for such exclusion, had it not
heen lately repeatedly contunded on this floor,
and in the Scnate, thot slavery i3 & llessing,
Northern gentlemen bave here said that they do
not view it with much horror; and my colleague
from Luzerne [Mr. BurLer] looks upon it ns a re-
ligious or div.ne institution, if I rightly under-
stood him. This 32ems to render it proper again
to examine the character of the institution. This,
I amn aware, will bring down upon me all its
venom,

When | ventured some time since to pive my
opinion freely of the real condition and evils of
eluvery, | expected to be assailed by the defenders
of the institution. While that greatest, mos?
honest, nnd most fearless, of modern statesmen,
who was stricken down by death in this Hall,
wag, almost unaided, defending human rights,
and denouncing the horrors of sluvery., we saw
bim, from year to year, the object of the bitterest
personal abuse in this Ilouse, and by the slave
press everywhere. No motives were too foul to
impute to him; no crimes too atrocious ty charge
upon him. [t was sought to expel him from this
body: and it was prevented only by his own
gallaut defence. Sir. ) trust it will not he sup-
posed that | bave the vanity to expect to he
touched by any of the rays of that glory which
wil] forever surround his name, on account of the
calumnies, the insults. and the persecutions, which
e endured in this high and holy cause. But if
I could indulge such hopes, gentlemen from the
South, and those who are no gentlemen from
the North, are Kindly contributing to my ambi-
tious aspirations. My latespeech has been deemed
of auilicient importance to attract attention, not to
it, but to its author. Sir, our actsand our remarks
here are legitimate subjects of comment and rigid
examination ; and when any humble effort of mine
shall receive such notice in the only way which
geatlemen will pursue, it will give me pleasure to
retract what [ am convinced is wrong, and calmly
to defend the rest, however severe may be the
criticism.

! do not remember one of the numerous gentle-
men who have referred to my remarks, who has
attempted to deny one of the facts, or refute one
of the arguments; they have noticed them merely
to vituperate their suthor. 'To such remarks
there can be no rcply by him who is not willing



to place himsolf on o lovel with blaokgunrds, |
onnnot enter that saronn, 1 will lenve tho filth
and the slimo of Billingsgato to tho fish.woman,
and to their wnrth{\ condjutors, the gentlemen
from Virgloln, [Mr. MiuLron,] from North Caros
lHua, [Mr. Sranuy,) from I entuoky, [Mr, Staxn-
ToN,] from ‘T'enucesce, [Mr, Vintams,] and all
that tribe, 'With them | can hinve no controveray.
When' 1 want to combat with suoh opponents and
such weapons, [ can find them auy day by entering
tho fish market, without defiling this Hall.

1 beg thouse respeotable fish-lndies, however, to
understand that 1 do not inolude my collenguo
from Buoks county among those whom [ deem it
ttl)l bo their nssocintes, 1 would not wo degrade
them,

There ig, in the natural world, a little, spotted,
contamptib\e animal, which is armed by nature
with a fwetid, volatile, peuctrating virus, which so
pollutes whoever attacks it, as to make him offen.-
Bive to himself and all around him for a long time.
Indeed, he is almoat iucnan]o of purification.
Notbing, sir, no insult shall proveke me to crush
so fiithy n beast!

Mr. Chairman, I crave your pardon for this
unprofitable digression. [ trust [ shall never
agoin be betrayed into a similar one, even to
brush off these invading vermin.

When I‘turned off into this episode, I was
'« stating that gentlemen on tbis floor, and in the
Senato, had repeatedly, daring this discussion
asserted that slavery was a moral, political, and
personal blesaing; that the slave was free from
care, contented, happy, fat, and sleck. Compari-
gsons have been instituted between slaves and la-
boring freemen, much to the advantage of the
condition of elavery. Instances are cited where
the slave, after having tried freedom, had volun-
tarily returned to resume his yoke. Well, if this
be so, let us give all & chance to enjoy this bless-
ing, Let the slaves, who choose, go free; and the
free, who chocae, become slaves, [f these gentle.
men believe there is 8 word of truth in what they
preach, the slaveholder need be under no appre-
hension that he will ever lack bondsmen. Their
slaves would remain, and many freemen would
geek admission into this happy condition. Let
thein be aciive in propagating their principles.
We will not complain if they establish societies
in the South for that purpose—abolition societiey
to abolish freedom. Nor will we rob the mails to
search for incendiary publications in favor of sla-
very, even if they contain eeductive pictures, and
cuts of those implements of happinegs, handcuffs,
iron yokes, and cat-o’-nine-tails,

If these Southern gentlemen aad their North-
ern sycophants arc sincere and correct, then I
must admit that they have just cause of com-
plaint—the only real aggression which the
North ever inflicted on them. For it cannot be

denied that for two centuries the North has’

mainly contributed to secare to a particular race
the whole advautages of this blissful condition of
slavery; and, at the same time, have imposed on
the white race the cares, the troubles, the lean
anxieties of freedom. This is a monopoly incon-
pistent with republiean principles. and should be
corrected. If it will suve the Union, let these
gentlemen introauce a “ compromise,” by which
these races may change condition; by which the
oppressed master may eiidé¢ iato that happy state

1

forts and advgntages,

whoro he onn stretoh his sloek Hmbe on the sun.
ny ground without fear of derunging his tollot:.
when ho will have no care for to-morrow: an.
othor will bo bound to flnd him meut wnd drink,
food and ralmont, aud provido for tho infirmitics
aud helpleseness of old ngo. lwpoae, If you plonse,
upon the other race, n8 1 compensation for their
former bleesings, nll thoso cures, nud dutics, nnd
nnxioties,

It may bo objected thnt the whiteo man I8 not
fitted to enjoy thnat condition liko the black man.
Certainly, ut first, it will bo so. But let not that
dircourage him, ilo may goon become L3,

[ will not go into o discussion ng to the original
equality and fdeutity of tho human racos 1 am
not learned fo those things, nov,-unfortunately,
in any other, Dut | appeal to the learned men
of this House, the gontleman from Alabamn | Mr.
Hitutarn] from  Masancbusetts, [Mr. Many,]
from Vermont, {Mr. Mracuayn,] to say if the
ethnological researches of the past and presout
pgo-——whother drawn from tho physiology or the
philology of tribes and nations of men—do not all
corroborato the recorded faot that * He Zeth mude
of une blood all nations of men ;' and that their

resent great variety in color, form, nnd Intellect,
a the effect of climate, hnbits, food, nnd education.
Let not the white man therefore despair on nc-
count of the misfortunc of his color. Homer in-
forms us that the moment n man becomes o slave,
e loses half the man; and a few short years of
apprenticeship will expunge all the rest except
the faint % immerings of an immortalsoul, Take
your stand, therefore, courngeously in the swamp,
spaide nnd mattock in hand, and uncovered, and ¢
half-naked, toil beneath the broiling sun. Go
home to your hut ut night, and sleep ou the bare
ground, and go forth in the moraing unwashed to
your drily labor, and u few short years, or n gen-
eration or two nt most, will give you a color that
will pass muster in the most fustidious and pious
elave market in Christendom. Your shape nalso
will gradually conform to your condition. Your
parched and swollen lips will assume a chronic
and permanent thickness of the moat approved
style. Your feet, unconfined by shoes, and accus-
tomed to n marshy soil, will shoot ant bebind
and sideways until they will assume the most de-
lightful symmetry of slavery. Deprived of all
ednention. cut off from all ambitious aspirations,
your mind would soon lose ail foolis:: ana per-
plexing desires for freedom; and the whole man
would bo sunk into a most happy and con-
tented indifference. And all these faculties, fea.
tures, and color, would descend to your fortunate
posterity ; for no fact is better established than
that the accidental or acquired quaiities of body
and mind are transmissible, and become heredi-
tary. True, your descendants will be black, stu-
pid, and ugly. DBut they would oziy be €0 many
incontestable evidences of their natural right and
fitness for the enjoyment of this state of moral,
political, and perronal happiness!

Among others, numerous clergymen are found
defending this institution, and praisiog its com-
g The snme spirit which 12-
duced them to defend tyranny in the time of the
Charleses, and the Jamese3; to 'uzintain th#
divine right of Kings; to inculcate the duty of
passive obedience and non-resistance; and to
anathematize those who resieted the tyranny of



the * Lord’s anolutod Y—=prompts them now to
tuke tho wido of the oppressor ngainst tho op-
resged, They find tho samo kind of argument
n the Soriptures to uphold alavery. that thoy
then found to Justify the despotivm of profiigate
IKings. 1 shall not anawor their nbsurd and blas.
phetous position,
doue by the honorablo gontlemnn from Maasu-
chusetts, [Mr, Fowien] But | will sny that these
roverend parasites do more to make infidels than
nll the writings of Vuwme, Voltaire, and Paine.
If it wero onco shown that the Bible authorized,
sanctioned, and enjoined human slavery, no good
man would bo o Chrlstinn, it conteins no such
horriblo dootrine, Dut if it id, it would be con-
clusive ovidence, to my mind, that it 1s a spurious
'impoyition, and not the wonn of the God who is
the Father of men, and no respecter of persons.

I have before me a work by clergymen who
maintain the above dootrine. They desesut
Inrgely on the comforts of slavery, One of the
heads of this piouy discourse ia, ¥ Slavery is @ beuc.
ficent mstdution )

| knuw there are many degrees in the miseries
of slavery. Some masters treat their servants
with grent kindness ; others more severely ; others
with wmerciless cruelty, according to their disposi.
tione, for that alone¢ governs their conduct. Dut,
netwithstanding this diversity in suffering, he
must have a cullnus heart who can epeuk of the
bene ficence of slavery.

Dante, by actual obzervation, makes hell con.
sist of nine circles, the punishments of cach in-
creasing in intensity over the preceding. Those
doomed to the first cirele are much less atHicted
than those in the ninth, where are tortured Luci-
fer and Judas lscariot—and I trust, in the next
edition, will be added, the Traitors to Liberty.
But notwithstanding thie difference in degree, all
from the first circle to the ninth, inclusive, is
hell—cruel, desolute, nbhorred, horrible - hell!
If I raight venture to make a suggestion, i would
advige these reverend perverters of Scripture to
devote their subtlety to what they have proba-

That has been effcotunlly.

H

tyrant cast upon thoso old abolitionists, Moros
antl Aarown, when they *ngitated? for freedom,
nnd, in obedlence to the cvmmand of God, hade-
him lot the people go.

But wo are told by these pretended ndvoeates
of Liberty in both branchos of Congresy, that
those who preaoch I'rocdom hero and clsewhero
aro thoe slave’s worst encmies; that v makes the
sluvoholder incrense thelr burdens, and tighten
thelr chaing g that more cruel laws are enncted
sinco thiy agltation begun in 1835, Sir, I am not
patisfied that this is the fact, [ will send to the
Clerk, and ask him to rend a law of Virginla,
ennoted more than fifty years befors thisagitation
began, It js to be found in the Gth volume of
[lcning's Statutes at Large of Virginia, pub.
lished in 1819, * pursnant to an act of the General
Aascmbly of Virginia, pussed on the Oth day of
Felruary, 18087

Sec. xx1v. ¥ dad that when any stave shall be no-
toriensly guilty of going abroad in the anight, or
ruaning away and laying onty and connot be reclaimed

from such disorderly courses by common misthods of

punishient, it shall be lawful for the Coumwry Conrt,
upon complaint and proof thereof to them made by the
owner of such slave, to order and dircet such punish-
ment by DISMEMBERING, or any other way, not touch-
ing life, as the Cort shall think fit.  dnd if such:
stave shall diz by means of such LISMEMBERING, nO

Sorfeiturs or punishytent shall be theriby ircurred,”?

bly more interest in—to ascertaining and demon-.

strating (perhaps an accompanying map might be
useful} the exaet epot and locaticn where the
most comfort might be eojoyed—the coolest cor-
per in the Lake that burns with fire and brim-
stone !

But not only by honorable gentlemen in this
House, and right honorable gentlemen in the
other, but throughout the country, the friends of
Liberty are reproached ss * transcendentalists
and fanatics”’ Sir, | do not understand the terms
in such connection. There can be no funaties in
the cause of genuine Liberty. Funaticism is v.¢-
cessive seal. There may be, and have been, fanat-
ics in false religion; in the bloody religion of
the heathen. There are fanatics in superstition.
But there can be no fanaties, however warm their
zeal, in true religion, cven although you sell your
goods, and-lestow your money on the poor, and
go and follow your Master. There may be, and
every hour shows around me, fanntics in the cause
of false liberty—that infamous liberty which jus-
tifies human bondage; that liberty whose corner-
stone is slavery.” DBut thore can be mo fipati-
cism, however high the enthusiasm, in the cause
of rational, universnl Liberty—the liberty of the
Declaration of Independence.

This i the same censure which the Egyptian

I have had that law read, to see if any gentle-
nan can turn wme to any more cruel laws paseed
since the *agitation.” I did not read it wmyself,
though found on the pages of Old Virginin's law
books, lest it should make the modest gentleman
from Virginin [Mr. MiLLsoN] and the gentle-
man from North Carolina [Mr. Stansy] and his
gray-headed negro. blush !

[Mr. Bavry of Virginin. Thet law is repeaied,
or not now in force.]

Mr. Stevevs, Then I am glad that the agita-
tion has produced some amelioration of your luws,
although 1 still find it on your statute-book.*

Dut suppose it were true that the masters had
become more severe: has it not been s0 with t7-
rants in every age? ‘I'heé nearerthe oppressed is
to freedom, aud the more hopeful his etroggles,
the tighter the master riveis his chains. Moses
and Asron urged the cmancipation of the en-
sluved Jews., Their master hardened hic heart.
Those funatical abolitionists, guided by Heaven,
ngitnted anew, Pharaoh increased the burden
of the slaves. Fe required the same quantity
of brick from them without straw, as when the
straw had been found thewn. They were teen
dispersed ansd wandering to gather stubble, to
make out their task. They failed, and were
beaten with stripes. Moses was their” worst ene-
my, according to these philanthropic gentlemen.
Did the Lord think so, and command him to de-
gist, lest he should injure them? XNo; he directed
him to agitate again, and demand the abolition
of slavery from the King himself. That great
glaveholder still hardened his heart, and refused.
The Lord visited hiin with successive plagues—
lice, frogse, locusts, thick darkness—until, as the
agitation grew higher,and the chains were tighter
drawn, he smote the first-barn of every houge in
Egvpt; nor did the slaveholder relax the grasp

* J do not find that this law i3 repealed. Bot it is moers
rrobably not often executed, fince, ag shown by the Eon.
Mr. Meade, Virginia bas becoine a breading State,



on hio viotime, until thore was wailing throughs.
out tho whole land, over ono dead in overy fam.
, from the King that sat on tho throuoe to tho
tivo {n tho dungeon, So | fear ft will be in
g land of wioked slavery. You hovo already
among you what 18 equivalent to the lice and tho
locuats, that wither up every green thing whero
the foot of slavery treads. Beware of the firol
plague. Aund you, in the midst of slavery, who
oro willing to do justico to tho people, take caro
that your works testify o thoe purity of your iu-.
tontions, oven at some ¢oat, Tako care that your
door-posts aro sprinkled with the blood of suor-
fico, that when the destroying nngol goes forth, o2
g0 forth ho will, ho may pasy you by.

Aslde from tho prinelple of Eternal Right, 1
will nover consent to the admission of another
slave State into the Unlon, (untess bound to do so
by some congtitutionnl compact, and I know of
none such,) on account of the injuatico of sluve
ropresontation. By the Constitution, not only tho
.States now in the Union, but all that may here-
aftor be admitted, are entitled to bave theirslnves
represented in Congress, fivo slaves being counted
equal to threo white freemen. This is unjust to
the free States, unless you allow them a repre-
gontation in the compound ratio of persons and
property. There are twenty-five gentlemen on
this floor who are virtually the representatives of
slaves alone, having not one free constituent.
This is an outrage on evury representative prin.
ciple, which supposes that representatives have
constituents, whose will they are bound to obey,
.and whose intcrest they protect.

The slave representation should not be in-
creased, for it alreadsy possesses a power danger-
ous to the Constitution, In tuc Senate, slavery
has the power to reject all nominations to oflice
who are not obedient to the institution. That
power is exercised. Thereal leader of that body,
a Sepator from Mississippi, not long since, frank-
ly declared in debate, that he would vote for no
nominee who was tinctured with anti-slavery doo-
trines, or who had active friends that were. This
power was notoriously and successfully brought

lly
o
th

to bear, several years since, against a distinguish-

ed and worthy geutleman, who was nominated to
an office far below his merits, because he had
spoken evil of the “ dark spirit of slavery.” Thus
are iNorthern men held in duress!

This power demands from Congress * compro-
mises” which shall increase its infiuence. Sir, this
word “compromise,’”’ when applied to human
rights, and constitutional rights, I abhor. We
are not asked, but commandsd, to compromise
away the Constitation. It i3 well known that,
when Congress assembled here, a Inrge majority
of its members, as well as a large msjority of the
people, were in favor of prohibiting slavery in all
the Territories,and admitting no new slave Stutes
into the Union. It is a vital principle of the Con-
gtitutiop, that the will of a majority shall govern.
But terror, treason, threats, are used to compel
the msjority to yield to a turbulent mincrity.
The violence of passion, the recklessness of am-
bition, and the corruption of party, are all uged to
bring about this *compromise” of constiturional
right. He who regards his oath to support the
Constitution cannot thus surrender.

I shall not now particularly refer to the fen-
tures of the most extraordinary comnspirasy
against liberty in the Senate, ¢alled the Compro-

.

migo bill, [f it should survivo ity Puurpoml fovor,
wo shall hnvo anothor oprortun ty of knooking
tho moustor {n tho head, | pnss over what s fu.
mlllurlly known as tho “ton milllon bribe,” which
was ovidently Inserted for no othor purpose than
Ltiltl:runte publio opinlon on 'ohange, nnd carry the

But it ia proposed to propitinto Virginia by
giving her $200,000,000 out of tho public Trauny.
ury, tho procoeds of the publio lauds. If this
sum woroe to bo given for the purpose of purchas.
ing the freedoy of her sluves, lurgo ny it s, It
should have my hearty support. It s, | think, at
lenst fifty millions moro thon would pay for thom
all ot n fair warkot price. But it {8 designed for
no purpose of cmancipatlion, Tho oool-headed,
cool-hearted, philosophic author had no such
‘ trauecendentnl obj)cct. It is to bo specifically
appropriated to exile hor. free ‘}mOplu of color,
ond trangport them from tho land of their birth
to the land of the stranger! Sir, this {8 n propo-
sition not ¢ tit to be made”

[ Mr. Avererr of YVirginia hore asked, Did not
New Evgland sell slaves 1]

Mpr, Srtevess, Yes, she sold, sho iwmported
slnves; she was very wicked ; she has long since
reirented. Go ya and do likewise,

t is my purposc nowhere in these remarks to
make personal reproaches; ! cutertain no ill-will
towards any human being, nor any brute, that &
know of, not cven the skunk across the way to
which 1 referred. Lenstof all would 1l reproach the
South. [ honor her courage and fidelity. Even
in & bud, 8 wicked caunse, she chows a united
front, Il her eons are fnithful to the cause of
human bonduge, because it is their cause, But the
North --the poor, timid, mercenary, drivelling
North-—~has po such united defenders of her
cause, although it is the cause of human' liberty.
INone of the bright lights of the nation shine
upon her gectica. Lven Ler own great men have
turoed her accusers. She i3 the victim of low
ambition—an ambition which prefers self to
country, personal aggrandizement to the high
cause of humnn liberty. She is offered up a sac-
rifice to propitiate Southern tyranny--to concili-
ate Southern treason.

We are told that she has not done her duty in
restoring fugitive slaves, and that more stringent
laws must be passed to secure that ohject. A dis-
tinguished Senator from ILentucky [Mr. Cray]
gnya it is the duty, not only of oflicers in the free
States, but of all the people who happen to he
present, to giveactiveaid to theslave-owner to run
down, arrest, and restore the man who ig fleeing
from glavery. An equally distinguished Senator
from Massachnsetts [ Mr. WeasTEr] unites with
him in denouncing the aggressions of the North
in this partioular; and they both declare their
determination to vote for the bill, with its amend-
ments, now on file, and which has become a part
of the ** Compromise.” | : _

It may be well to look a little at the lnw a8 it
now stands on the subject, and then at the cue
which bas enlisted such powerful support. By
the Coustitution alone, without any legislation,
the slaveholder moy go into a free State, take
with him such force as he pleases, nnd take his
slave and carry him back., If the fact of his sla-
very is disputed either by the alleged slave or
any one for him, the claimant may issue hig writ
de homine replgiandoe, ond unless the defendant



glves ample ball for his forthcoming on tho final
isaue, ond for tho payment of all costs and dam-
ngos, (whiok inolude the valuo of his servicos In
tho menn time,) tho plalntil rny tako him into
his ponscssion, nnd retain him until final trinl by
i court and Jury. v notthissuiliclent? It is all
tho right which he wonld have if ho olaing
property in o horgo, or other pro urtiy which ho
might allego had strayod over tﬁa lino. “why
should he have uny greater right when he clnims
proporty in man? Is o man of 80 much Jeys value
thon a horye, thrt ho should Le deprived of tho
ordinnry protection of tho law? 8ir, In my
Judgmont, the remody ought to be left where the
Constitution pluces it, without uny legislation;
that the odious law of 1703 ought to be repealed.

Hy that law, the elaveholder may not only seize
his slnve and Jrng him bagk, but he may cowmand
the ald of nll tho officers of the United Statey
Court; tuke his alleged sluve beforo the judie,
and after summary examiuation, without trial by
jury, moy obtnin o certificato of property ; which,
for the purpose of removal, {8 conclusive of his
slnvery, takes away the writ of habeas corpus, and
the right of trinl by jury, and gsends the victim to
hopeless bondage. If nn inhabitant of u free State
sces o wretched fugitive, who he learns is flocing
from bondage, nnd givea him a menl of victuals to
keep him from sturving, nud allows him to sleep
in hic gut-house, nithough his master is not in
pursuit of him, he is linble to the penalty
of five buudred dollars. A judge in Penn.
sylvania lately held that a worthy citizen of
indinna county incurred such penalty by giving a
cup of water and a crust of hread to a famishing
man whom Le Anew to bo fleeing from bondnge.
A slave family escaped from Maryland; went into
Cumberltnd county, Pa, and obtained the relue-
tant. consent of n worthy farmer to sleepin hiy
hay-loft. Their owner did net pursue them for o
week afterwards. It was Leld by a State court
that the farmer was liable for the full vulue of
the slaves, beside the £500 penslty, and a jury re-
turned o verdict for $2,000 and costs. Such are
some of the provisions of the law of 1793 new in
force, which these great expounders of constitu-
tional freedom hold to be too mild! And more
stringent lnwa are to ba passed to punish North.
ern men who have a heart !

The law which they propose to support doubles
all these penalties. But that iz not its most obnox-
tous feature. It expressly recoguises slavery in
the Territories.

In section 1 it provides, * That when a person
held to service or labor in any State or Territory
shall escape intoany other of said States or Terri-
tories,” &e,

We have no Territories except New Mexico
and Chalifornia, both of which are free by their
present lnws.  ‘This bill recognises slaves capable
of flecing from “Territories,” aWd® extends the
fugitive laws to them. This gettles the Wilmot
Proviso most efivciaally, and seems to render it
necesaary somewhat to strengthen and “reépact
the will of God.”

It provides that the claimant may arrest such
alleged fugitive. “and take him or her before
any judge of the Circuit or District Court of the
| United States, or befure any marshal, commis-
sloner, or clerk of such court, or any postmaster
of the United States, or collector of the customs
residing or deing within such State where such

polzure or arrest shall bo made; and upon proof
to tho satisfuction of such Judgo, commlssioner,
clork, marshal, postmaster, or collector, na the coso
mny im, cither by oral testimony or offidavit taken
before and eertifisd by any person authorized to admin
ister an odth, that tho Fnruon 80 soized owessorvice
or lubor, &o, it shall be tho duty of such judge,
marshal, postroaster, &o, to glve n cortiflentr to
such clnimunt, his ur Lher ngont or attornoy, which
shall be suflicient warrsnt for removing such fu%ll-
tive to the Stnte or Territory from which ke or she
may have {fled.”

An nmendment propost by the Committee of
Thirteen provides, that the claimant may mnke
up a record before o court in hig own State, with.
out notice to the alleged fugitive, proving his sla.
very nnd nbeconding ; and, on produsing this before
the [High Court of Tide Waiters or Postmnsters,
it shall be taken to be conclusive ¢vidence of tha
facts; nnd on the production of which, those ¢ffi--
cers are sequired to glve the certificate of slavery,
These are raost extraordinary tribunals, These
are awfu) trials, Clerks of courts, marshals, col.
lectors, nnd township postmasters, are transformed
into high justiciaries, whose signature to a prepar-
ed certificate Is to be conclustve of the liberty of
human heings! They are the sole judges of the
Iaw and the evidence; and from their judgment
there js no appeal. The habeas corpus isannulled ;
the trial by jury denied. The evidence, which
they are bound to hold conclusive, may be nnde:
up ex parts, by aftidavit or record, a thousand
miles from the party whose safety is involved in
it, If, on his arrest, he chould be able to prove
thnt he was born free, and had resided in a free
State all his life, he is not permitted to do it.
These e+ parte vecords close his mouth, and stop
up judicini ears. These learned judges——theae
tide waiters and country postmasters, who make
no pretensions to legal learning, are compelled,
not to julge, but to decide without judging, that
the affidavit of a Jistant soul-dealer is evidence of
slavery, which cinnot be gainsaid, The slave-
hunter may bring his postmaster-judge, as well as
his proof, with him: for the law gives jurisdic-
tion not only to one residing but leing in the
State where the arrest is made. Behold this
court and jury to pass on human liberty !—an
overseer, with a power of attorney ; the affidavit
of a professional slave-trader: an itinerant post-
mnasier from Virgicia signiog judgment in a bar.
room : the defendant, a hand.cuffed negro, with-
out counsel, witnesses, or judge. Verily, a second
Daniel has com? to judgment,

A decree thus obtained, without ¢ jury to pass
on the facts, is to conclude the rights of man, and
silence the law., '

The distinguished Senator from Kentucky [ Mr.
Crav] wiches further to make it the duty of'all
by-standers to aid in the capture of fugitives; to

join the chase and run down the prey. This is

asking more than my constituents will ever grant,
Tuey will strictly abide by the Constitution,
The slavcholder may pursue his slave among
them with hiz own foreizn myrmidins, unmolest.
cd, except by their frowning scorn. But no Iei{w
that tyranny can pass will 2ver induce them to

join the hue and cry after the trembling wretch

who has escaped from upjust bondage. Thelr
fair land, mede by nature end their own honest
tcil as fertile and as lovely as the vale of Tampe,
shall never become the bunting-ground on which



-the bloodhounds of Slavery shinll course thelr
proy, and cominand them to _{uln tho hunt,

Sir, this tribunnl would be more odlioua than the
Stor Chambor—-thoso ofticers more hintoful thun
the Familiurs of the Inquisition,

Can the free North staud this? Can New
Enginnd atand {t 7 Can Massachusetts stand it {
If sho can, she has but one atep further to take
in degradation, and thut is to deliver hor own sony
in chains to Southern masters! What would the
bold Barons of Runnymede have sald to such de.
fonders of Liberty? What would the ndvouten
of English frecdom, at any time, have said to
those who would strike down the writ of Auleas
corpirs and the right of trial by jury, those vitnal
principles of Mugua Churtanud the Bill of Rights?
I'hey would have deiven theom forth as enewies
in disgulse.

Sir, | am aware of the temerity of these re.
marks, 1 koow bow little effect they will have,
coming from 8o obsoure a quarter, and belug
opposcd by the mighty influcuces that create pub.
lic opinion. I was struck with the sound sense of
the remark made to.lay by the gentleman from
Tenncusee [Mr. Genrry.] He wsaid that the
“ Compromise” bill was winning favor with the
People, most of whom hud never read it, merely
because it is advoeated by great nawmes in whom
they are accustomed to confide.

Late events have convinced me that it were
better in republicav, vepresentative Goverutments,
where the People are to jndge and decide on eve-
ry measere, if there were no great, overshadow.
ing uames. 1o give factitious force to their views,
and lesd the public mind caprive. {f the People
weare to put fiith in no man’s argument, they
wou,d examine every juestion for theniseives, nud
decille nceording to their iutrinsic merit. The
errors of the Small do but little harm; those of the
Great are fatal. Had Lueifer been but a common
angel. instend of the Chief of the morning stary,
he hnd pot taken with him to perldition the third
of the heuvenly husts. and svread dizunion and
discord in celestial, and sin and misery io earthly
Jiaces.

Sir. o0 lorg a3 man is vain and faliihle: =0 long
a3 grea men have like passions with others nnd,
as in republics, are surroundeld with stronger
temnprations, it were better for themselves i their
fama aecquired no inordinate height. until the
grave pad precluded error. The errors,of ob-
scure men die with them. and cast ao shame on
their posterity. Tlow different with the Great!

1iow much Letter had it been for lord bucomn,
that greatest of human intellects. had ke never,
during his lifs, aequired glory. and risen to igh
houors in the State than 1o hedezvuded fromthem
by the jndgment of hiy peers. Iiow mnch bettler
for biin and his, had he lived and died unknown,
than to be hranded through ull future time uy
tae

“ Wisest, brightest, mesnest of moanxisd 0"
So uow, in thiy crigis of the fate of liberty. it any
of the renowned men of this nution shoulid hetray
her cause, it were better that they had bLeen nn.
known to fame. It need not he hoped that the
brirhtness of their past glovy will duzzle the eyes
of posterity, ¢r illumine the pages of impartial his-
tory. A few of its ray3s may still linger on a
fading sky; but they will soon ba whelmed in the
blackness of darkness. For unless progressive
¢ivilization, and the incrensipg love of freedom

3

throughout the Chrlatinn and civilized world, aro
fillaclouy, tho St of Lunenty, of universal liborty,
iy nlready ubove tho horizon, und fust goursing to
his moridinu splendor, whien no advocate of ala.

very, no apologist of slavery, can look upon his
fuce und live.

Nore—=Since this sapecch way delivered, | hiave
road o very nble work by Rev. Moses Stunrt,
Intely theologiel profesaor at Audover. l1le
upeaks of the “ Mesxings and comforts® of slavery.
o gays, ¥ Chirist doubtless fult that slavery might
he made o tery tolerably condition=—nuy, eten a hisge
singr 0 such ax wwere shiftlese amd helpbres 1=Page 416,
'I'his ja thattering to tho poor! 1lis work ia nble,
nd contning o very glowing culogy on the Hon,
Daniel Webster, and rather o fuint one on the
Bible. His objeet seems to be to prove from
Scripture the lawful and just; and the unluwful
aud unjust character of slavery, He proves that
ns soon ny Moses and his poople had got ocut of
bondage, they turned kidnappers. T'he first hun.
dred pages of the book prove, by numerous Serip-
tural texts, that slavery being instituted hy God
in oll times, and savctioned by Paul and the
Apostley, is not sinful—not malum in s¢: and he
lectures the North, nud exhorts them to ferbear.
ance towards their Southern brethren, many. of
whom he knows to be true Christians, ad he once
vigited Charleston. and was treated with great
kimloess, vespect, and hospitality.

After having fully provel the divine natuve of
plavery. and the unchristisn character of thawe
who revile Mr. Webster and the South, and send
fime avonymous Iettera, he takes a look at tae
other side, and addresses himself to  sluve.
holders: and with great clearness and ability,
(though in a short spuce.) demonstrates from the
New Testament thut slavery is n most sintel and
wicked institution, malum ta s, fud oppased to the
fundamental law of God!  1le clearly proves, not
only from Scripture. but ufinads, that * ali men
are of one blood,” and cqual, Page 1035, he gayy
of glavery. [t isa gliring contradiction of the
first and fundsmental principle, nst only of the
Bibie, which sdeclares that all men are of one
Mood, but of our Declaration of Independence,
which avers that all men are hora with an ahsren?
dad wnleaniis right to lite, tdberty, wid property.
The South have universally subscribed te this, as
well as the North.”

Same page—= And if ali this be true. then for
one part of wankind to enslave another, atun 13 on
the single ground of mrght proiadiag over rizhi—
neither the law of jove, nor deing a3 we woitld be
dong hy, permits nny man to uct oo such grounl
ang b, qaddiiess before God> (Mol 1. o)

He speaks of the immoral teadlensy of slavery;
dectares it to be a virtual state of concnbinage,
which i3 encoupaged for the sake of incressiog
sluve property. e proceels to ilinstrare this
from what he saw in the South, the mixed colors
Ne. Says it pervades mrcred as wetl ps singie
life: and. turninz sharp upon his Southern
friends, exclaimye— Retribution begiug here’in
this ltfe; hut, O what will it be in the lite to
come {7 ¥ Wharcmongers end aduteorirs, God will

qudse—=leb, xiii, 1.

IYie! friend Stuart! S Spzak BVIL OF N0 3tay,
a8 you say to Northern Abolitionists. [{ow im-
partial!  Verily, t/5 Moges i3 a fair man,



