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SERMON

Preached before a

Learned Audience.

r TIM. III. the former part of the 16. verfe.

———Without Gontroverfie greas is the tyflery of
Godlinefs. e >

——

%O W much the Doflrine of
8% Chriflianity tends to the im-
¢ provement of Reafon and
pkS  Learning,how it has brought
~% into the World a better and
more certain knowledg of God and of our
felves, how it has advanced the common no-
tices of natute, and has chafed away with the
clear evidences of ics cruth thofe thick thades

: B of

!’77'%« =2 é)
b

9«»47 Sbv?




T be Credibility of the Myfteries

“of error, that had darkned the underftanding,

“and has removed all thofe prejudices, that
were taken up from fenfe and a very partial
and deceirful obfervation of chings, may b:
fully demonftrated by comparing the former
eftare of Mankind,before the coming of Chrift
n the fleth, with the prefent, wherever it is
received inits truth and power,  Men before
were led by opinion and conjetture and fancy
only, as tomatters of Religion and the con-
cerns of anather World : They had fears up-
on them indeed of a divine juftice;that would
revenge the violation of the law of nature ei-
ther here or hereafter ; and a refleftion upon
the firange traverfes and difficulties of life
had taught them to expeét another life after
this : but their eyes were dim however, and
they could not fee far into futurity 3 they
could have no clear dedudtions of *particular

craths for want of a right knowledg of true

and certain principles ; hence it was, that

they were fo inconftant and wavering, and

knew not well where or what to. fix on, But

Chrift by his appearance and manifefting the
e ro. will of God to s,bath brought life and immorta- -

lity

of the Cliftian Religion.

lity o light throughthe Gofpel, and children and
perfons of an ordinary reach and capacity
may naw eafily apprehend thofe things, that
is, in reference to Ged and hisatcributes, the
mifery we are in by fin, the meansof our re-
covery from chis woful eftate of life, theim-
mortality of the Soul, and the like; which
before thofe great Philofophers, notwithftanding
all their vauntsand quefts after learning, not-
withtanding they (et up Schools and were am-
bitious to give names to Sedts, had but a very
imperfedt knowledg of.

But while thefe truths were reccived by
thofe, that were willing to be taughr, and to
fubmit themfelves to the diftates of reafon,
and convi&ions of miracles, which were ad-
ded to give all poflible fatisfaction to the un-
derftanding, others, who were refolv’d before
hand not to be convinced, who had rather
remain in their ignorance and idolatry and
their fins,then be converted toa new Religion,
and reduced to fuch ftriétnefs of life, as that
requires,from their debaucheries and brutith
pleafures, who had rather fall down before a

Statue or a PiGture, becaufe their Fathers had

B 2 done

A




.

T he Credibility of the Myfleries
done fo before them, and becaule it was the
eftablifhed Religion of their Country, than
acknowledg and adore a Crucified Saviour, re-
jet it upon the account of the Myfleries of

Faith, without ever examining the weight of

thearguments, that would have enforced them
upon their belief : They could not in the mean
while but acknowledg the happy and glorious
change, that Chri§tianity had wrought in the
World, how mych it exceeds and goes beyond
all the morality of the wifeft and beft Lawgi-
vers and Foundersof Republicks,how it not
only laies down rules for the right ordering
of life, but furnifhes its voraries with a pow-
er to praftife them ; not only thews us a way
towalk in, but takes us by the hand and leads
us init : but the difficulties, it feems, that

are to be met with in conceiving fome of its.

myfteries, offended them, This was their

pretence and their plea for their infidelity 5

they would have demonftration for every
thing, they would be raught and convinced:
by Syllogifm, their Prideand their Self-con-
ceit and the opinion they had of their own
learning would not permit them to believe,

They
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" They made their under&andmg the meafure of
/' alltruth, and what did not fuic with thofe nar-
% row and low principles they had taken up,was
i, feornfully rejelted by them. Zhe Fews.faies the
v Apofile, 1 Cor.1.22,23. require a Sign, and the
+ Greeksfeek after W fll’)lll : but we preach Chrift cru-
. cified, unto the Jews a flumbling-block, and to the
' Greeks foolifbne. But how irrational was the
| demand of both ? for what greater fign could:
. therebe tothe Jews, than the fulfilling of all che
. Prophefies in the perfon of Chrifl, even to the
i minute circumf{tances of hislife and death,and
. thoft mighty miracles that [hewed forth themfelues
¢ inbim 2 what greater wifdom could the Phil-
. Jophers pretend to or defire, than the wifdom of
| God in amyflery, as it is called, 1 Cor. 11, 7.,
i than thofc clear difcoveries of the divine na-
3 tureand the cffential perfections of the God-
. bead,chan the admirable contrivances of the re-
- demption of mankind by the. fufferings and:
- death of Chrift,the Son of God, tlian the ways.
© and means of recovering the dignity of our-
. hature,and of living here like men, and of 1i-
 ving hereafter like Angels ? Such a wifdom,as
will not only gratific our eirneft defires and:

T ST e T
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T be Credilility of the MySteries

purfuits afcer knowledg, but will make us bap-

. py too for ever.

Their weak and blear eyes

could not endure fuch a grear light that

(i) Thus Zuflins fumns thew vpin
generalyit being the cowmon argument
ob the Hecthen philof.phors again© the
Chriftian religion --F ypirariouds mves
Ed¥va Abyov oromelin, 40 dye B 7isd
anafliso ayuladisd w3 & wegonfo-

e S W)
e &, 0:p80es T hEar wugsy wirigr-
o un Ry pdonay]ss Lusad® Smdeifcwg
Srapys megkxdv Trumptoy ® &y wwis é-
auy [heiors dandeiap, awlsd B wo.n
crgcﬂ'xzd/ :;,El;v T @yﬁay’ld{, ey’ §
% msvs ponualilyy, & dueirs ydorr oy
o{flzCurf;s Tigewg, p.ﬁ»l’ﬂl’iliiS, Ay
1628,

(b) Thewordsof celfirr, aswefind
thew,in Origons tirft book againft that
Epicyrean Philo(hpher, are thefe—
Thrag pndé ﬂgl\op.%c Nya i AapBivdy
roycy md Gy meedsar, xpRSY T, ws
:'JE(’- mc!,;f,)\)\y.‘ n;;dnw, x; W mis1s 6% ow-
weiav, &) euaiv. dunns Abydv,Rawdv § 3y
W e owple, dadr &5 uw; e
FeRoedinComabin this Jatrer part he al-
ludes to SsPanls words,1 Cove3.184Which
he moft bortibly and malicioufly pec-
veressasOrigen thews pa2.He had before,
out of his great Fhilofophic.el warinefs,
adviled his readers not to take up opi-
nions upon truft,without followingrea.
fon and a rational guide, which he im.
putes to the Chriftians,and veckorsthem
-among the 75 dAbgws msaverTag -
TegyUglaus ) Teeslooxbmors ,  &c.
Juch asvafbly believe juglers and pretenders
0 Legevdemain tricks, whofe eredulity and
Simplicity they alufe 10 evil defigns and in.
tents, Soin the third book.he moft fal(ly
accufes the whole body of Chriftians,

brake in -upon them,

and therefore they were .
into -

defirous to retire
the fhade. They could
not fully conceive and
comprehend  them, they
feemed therefore foolith

that were owing wholly to
an ungovern'd imaginati-
on, And hereupon  they
proceed to calumniate the
Chriftians as a company of
well-meaning and  honeft
and good-natur’d, but very
fimple and over-credulous
people, who took all things
upon truft, -without enqui-
ring into their truch, and
certainty ; for fuch were
the flanderous  accu-
fations “of  Celfus |

© Lucian,

SR

o Lucian, and < Hierocls,
and the relt of the learned
enemiee of the Chrifhan Re-
ligion:  They upbraided the

\ Chriflians of their times,

with whom they converfed,

- in their writings and in

" an basty affent, paft withous

T e 5T

el

their difcourfes, that they
received all dAoyw mise
%y dyefélasy evyndlaSioa,

and impoflible notions , " with an irrational Faith and
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of the Chriftian Religion.
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&5 auvin @ ovpdy amshawbiloy 53 25
yo Faiseas al@y, poves dvéules o 1is
dzrd‘aﬂ‘oc/ﬁ.{‘ﬂ ndM’fﬂwh» a’"itil{g away
every wife man from the d&trine a[ faith,
and only adm.ting perfors nad of wnder-
Slanding,andof 3 bafeand ferviletemyer.
Po 121

(c) De morte Feregrini,(pecking of the
Chayfiians,zwhom be wahes o cowyany of
idiotsseafily cheated—— & zrds &-
kg B¢ st 7 Totagiin mapgdiEdpdcts

(d) In Enfebins,in the confutation of
his impious beok (which he intitl'd
pirani i) whercin | e compared Apele
tonins of Tyans 10 our molt Lleffed Sun.-
anr, where he obje@ts 1o the Chrifiians
--uspimila x5 dvxtodav=- lichtrels and ea-
finefs f matures. p. 512, and calls themn
—-uwpts 1, B:Bskorneiss~= fools and
rufiicks. p814. edit, Paris: in fine libro-

' or demonttracive argument of what they held

rumn de demonftratione Evangelica,

any examinationthat they could bring no proof

fo pertinacioufly, that nothing was required
to make a Chriftion a Believer, as they ufed to
fpeak by way of Scorn, but dxgiT@® #y d-
Baodnc@ TiSIc, an unjudia'om and groum//cﬂ
Faith; yes certainly, a good life and a fantti-
fied underftanding, and an humble opinion of
amans {elf. But thefe are but words,and men
are not to be laughed and rallied out of their
faith and a well-grounded perf{wafion; there
is nothing of argument in {corn and paffion ;
they only fhew the weaknefs of " the caufe,and

the
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The Credibility of the Myfleries  §
want of reafon in thofe, who make ufe of
them, '

But now after {o many myriads of Con- §
verts to the Chriftian Faith,after the atteftation

and confent of {o many ages, who haveexa- |
mined feverely the principles, on which it is L
founded, who would exped that any one

fhould dare now to gueftion the truth of it a-

gain, that men who have been baptized into
it, Thould abjure and renounce it, thould no
longer acknowledg; Chrift their Saviour, Thould: Ji
deny him to beGod,or that he had any commif- =
fion from Heaven to inftitute a new Religion,

fhould a& over the part of the Fews, and ar- |

raign the Son of God'as an impoftor, and fide |

with the Heathen Philofophers againtt Chriflianity, §
as a dottrine not to be endured and embraced, B

and make ufe of their very arguments forthe
defence of their infidelity.? But we know [
s ,~Whence the malice and che infidelity of thefe §
2,77 Theifls proceed ; they have abandoned them. f
P f

ftlves co2 wicked life, they are immerfed in
~e %7 fenfual pleafures, which they make the only §
- sudof life, Theyare convinced, that Chri.

of the Chriftian Religion.
nef2is not confilkent with fuch praltices,which
yet even nature and right reafon urterly con-
demn,

The MysFeries of Faith do not fo much trou-
ble thefe men,as the feverity of ics commands,
Thefe they cannot away with, their lufts help
them to arguments againft the other, and
they content themfelves with little pieces ot
Sophiftry,and think to vindicatethe ill comfe
of life, they have taken up, this way. Natu-
ral confcience and an ordinary reflexion upon
the works of nature will not permit them, it
may be, to deny aGod, though they live, as
though there were none: They will acknow-
ledg him, it may be tooin agood humour, the
Creatour of the World, but not the Judg and
Governour of it ; theylook uponthemfelves,
as only born to gratifie their fenfual appe-
tite ; They declare equally, for a liberty of
living and thinking, as they pleafe. They will
have no reftraint laid upon their underftand-
ing, or their lives,  Christianity is too ftrit,
and thercfore too difficult for them; They
may have the wit perchance, but not the mo-
rality of the Philofophers, whole very lives not-

C withftanding

9




T be Credibility of the Myfteries

withftanding will condemn rhem as much as

] _ s
}’ of the Chriftian Religion. 1t

after fo many clear and undoubted revelati- -

the Chriflian doflrine.  iheir v ati . ! .
- e and cuﬁ/:) e and ore o(]‘fﬂ;*""f%'%i(%l&‘%?n ons, after fuch evident proofs and conviti-
and cuttome and prepoficiiion,thole great hin- ons, an obfcure and incredible do&trine, it i

‘/e,‘ o ” "
2 Lorernsy ol bRy R : AL
f fff%:l L “derances of eruth, made their refufing Chri-
tugion & pinopes o flignity the lefs inexcufable upon the account &

of its myfterics, while they acknowledged the

pid to them that are lost, or rather, & woig i
, . A I
Yrorrvuévorg, inthem that are sk ; it isonly .

#Q&'?'IQS'
i .

rules and infticutions of it to be according to

the higheft reafon, and the exaleation of the

humane nature, while thefe men pretend its

myfteries to be therefore incredible, becaufe

the rules of it, which thwart their lufts fo

much, are fo fevere, Little or no good I

know isto be done upon thefe men by perfiwa-

fion or argument, of which they are fcarce

capable, who turn all things into Burlefque

and ridicule : They it feems are too witty. (for

fo they call their boldnefs and want of judg-

ment) cither to underftand or embrace the

principles of Chriftianity 5 but their ill lives

fhew, that were they as clear as the principles

. f’f Geometry, fo long as a {triét and holy life
7" is as neceflary and effenrial to the being of a
Christianyas a right and found faith,they would
except and cavil at them, and atlaft rejet
them 3 and if the Gofpelle hid, be efteemed
after

v
it
7
I
- i.&.&g,m;..m it s ath s

fo to fuch defperate and obftinate wretches,
whom reafon ic felf cannot fatisfie, in
whom the God of ihis world bath blinded th:
minds of them which believe not, leaft the light
of the glorions gofpel of Chrift, who is  the
inage of God, (bould [bine unto them. 2 Co.-.
iv. 3,4

But thele are wild and extravagant per-
fons, of debauched underftandings and lives,
and only to be confuted by the feverity of
laws ; and of the two the Chriflian religion
has fuffered more by the fecret underminings
of Hereticks,than by their bold attaques. Thefe
are the more dangerous enemies, who deny
the truths and myfteries of it, upon a pe-
tence of warinefs and caution, and go foberly
about to deflroy it.  Bue all their objeétions,
how plaufible foever, muft at laft refolve into
obftinacy and pride : They fancy things muft
be, and are, as they would have them, of elfe
C 2 they
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T be Credibility of the Myfteries
they cannot be at all: They vainly fuppofe
themfelves able to fearchinto the depths of all
divine and humane knowledg, and being once
prepoffeffed with this conceit, they grow pee-
vith and angry becaufe the Chriflian Religion
propofes things to their belief, which they
cannot grafp, andare too big for their under-
franding ; and rather than forego this be-
loved Principle, they will deftroy the Funda-
mentals of Chri§lianity, andsto apply that of

¥ In Anolagetico cap$e where he men- ™ Zertullian to them, mﬁ Do-
iionsan uld decree ofthe Ko anSenate, R s
Negui Deis ab Imperatore conficraretur, mint DeMPlaCue.rlt, Dem non
prfr d Sematu prebatuss and hereupon he . . .
1ells us,that the Empevor 7iberius mov- erit, bamg}am Deopropu-lm Cﬂé
ed by the repurt of thofe [mighty] . .
works,which declared the truth of our debebzt . Cbnﬁ ﬂ’)all not bC
Sawicirs Diviniry he received out cfPa- d .
1 fiine,detulit adSenatnon cum prerogativa 'God, nor farlsﬁe thc lell'Je

fiffragi firsthough the Senate were rot

‘difpofed tod

4mit him intothe number, juﬁicc for the ﬁns of man-

kind, becaufe this feems incongruous to them 3
it is a difficulty, that doth puzzle their un-

of tberriﬂian Religion.

of Religion, and making it the more eafily in-
telligible, to Zurks and Fews, they refilt ic in
the true notion of it, and corrupt and deftroy
it to whom fully agrees that charater, which
St. Paulgave of the followers of Simon Magus,
2 Tim. iii. 8. KalepTaemévor ¥ vSv, ddoupros
weel ¥ misiw, menof corrupt minds,and reprobate
concerning thefaith 5 fuch whofe underftandings
are wholly vitiated and perverted,notwith(tan-
ding the great and fierce claims they laid to
knowledg, as if they were the only men, that
underltood the will and mind of God; fuch who
rejeét the eftablifh’d truths of the Gojpe/, who
have no regard to the beavenly doéirine of the E-
wangelifis and Apofiles, the truth of which they
fealed and confirmed with their blood ; but do
pebodeben el Adpiee 78 Kugls meds lag idlees
FnSuphas, to ufe the words of St. * Polycarp

13

in his Epl&'le to the ‘Pb;l:p-. Qg s aa i a6 O3 ‘
plans, that s, by their frau- spdenis isies g, 1 Ay wire »q

. )y . ;‘n . 516" @ Ao-
dulent devices modelthe oracles ::fg%: s o lirivsfe-

werendigimi Ulerii armachani,p 20, This

‘.)f GOd according to tbeii own perchance more particularly relped's

fancies and lufis 5 who et up Marembe ek Y wereadin

edly, the great myStery of Godlinefs. a new Religion, which the /s 3 whbefm s
Thus under a pretence of clearing the truth Catholick. Church of Chrift never knew or was

of ace i

derftanding ; it is above the frrength of their
fancy ; their reafon, they fay, tells them, this .
cannot be ;allowing of no (uchthing as faith,
which isthegreatduty of the Gofpel,and for-
getting, that Chriftianity is, as it is undoubt-
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T be Credibility of the MySteries

acquainted with, and endeavour to deftroy
the faith of Chriftuanity, and think in the mean
while they have reafon on their fide for fo do-
ing : and how farby their artsand fubrilties
and plaufible infinuations, by this their flight
and cunning craftinefs, whereby they lie in wait to
deceive (for itis nothing elfe, however blancht
over and difguifed with {hews of fober reafon)
they have prevail'd upon this Age,is too fad to
confider ; lo that now it-chiefly concerns us to
fecure the ground-work, the principles of the do-
Elrine of Chrift;and to oppofe thisgrowing evil,
10 watch and fland faft in the faith, and quit our
felves like men, and not tobe like children, carried
away with every blaft and wind of do&irine, and ef-
pecially of the vain dorine of Socinus, as it
will appear,when the varnifh and falfe colours
are wafht of,but to be eflablifbt in the truth of the
holy Gofpel, as the Church hath taught us to pray
intiic Collel of this anmiverfary of St.Mark.

Toevince therefore the unreafonablenefs of
their pretenfions, 1 fhall endeavour inthe fol-
lowing difcourfc to makeout thefe two parti-
culars. R

J td“*}“‘*"' mys oy b L ‘That the greac wiyfleries of Religion can-
"a‘ ,Xw‘f e M, ,/')7 "L}.LT'U\

ne:
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o the Chriftian Religion.

not, and ought not to be any way prejudi-

Gl tothe trurh of it

"2, That the Chriftian Relig.on requiresz-><

us to believe thele myferies, upon fuchy
grounds, as we_cannot rejeét, without do-
,rounds, as wWe Canlion ==,

ing violence to our faculties, and confe-

quentl'y, that the rcje&iné and disbelieving

15
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them muft be unreafonable, 77
1, The greac myfleries of Religion can-,7 VA 2
H HP a1 R 1k
not and ought not to beany way grc!udlcn;’,‘? ol A.f/j-v: S
al to if:&__t{l‘l[h, el F e
They who find fault with Chrilianity_for

ropofing fuch great myfteries to our beliefy,
and would have all things fo plainand obvious,
that _they fhould command and force_affent,

e e iy

fhould frft tric their

ficulties of nature 3 andif notwithftanding all

their labour and toil, after the molt accurate
refearches into the nature of fenfible beings,of
things that we daily fee and handle, of things
that feem to lie level with our underftanding,
and are no way difproportionable to i, they
cannot pretend to a perfett knowledg, of them,
if the ordinary operations of nature be foab-

ftrufe, and unintelligible, and thefe depthsare

noL

reafon in folving the dif- -

/s
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T he Credibility oftbe Mjﬂerie;
not to be fathomed, - if her {ecrets are beyond §
the difcovery of the moft piercing judgment
and reafon ; Religion with greater reafon muft |
be allowed to have its myfteries ; there being
fuch a vaft difproportion between things rela-
ting to Godand his nature, and the things of |
the world.  The conr,cmElation of nature is §

and worfhip we owe to God the Creatour, to |
adwice his wifdom and power in the beauriful §
frame and_order of things,which is beft done
by enquiring intotheir natures and propgrties,
into their powers and operations and qualities,
by examining the curious contexture and the {
fitnefs and ufefulnefs of their parts,and there
is nothing in the whole univerfe, but deferves
to be confidered, and very much conducesto |;
this end.

This is the bufinefs of Philofophy,and what §
contemplative minds labour in the fearch of,
to difcover and make out how things wereat
firtt made, and are ftill continued in their be- §
ing, and to find out their peculiar virtues, §
whereby they produce fuch a variety ofeftedls, §
and how they may be altered or improved for §
the

of the Chriftian Religion.

the farther ufe and benefit of manlind. No-
thing of which can be effected, at leaft but
very imperfe@tly, and in a way {carce tolera-
ble,by aequiefcing in general obfervations, de-
rived from weak and flight notices, without
defcending to fevere trials and experiments,or
by relying upon the principles of ordinary Phi-
Iofophy, that are confefledly unintelligible, and
which inftead of explaining nature, do but
perplex and confound the underftanding, and
which have nothing to maintain and keep up
their credit, but theauthority of anameand
the immoderate love of antiquity, But what-
ever bypothefis we fix upon, they who have the
deepelt_infight into nature will be forced to
confels, they fee but a little way, and all that
they can pretend to s but conjecturc and pro-
bability, that when they may feemto arrive at
{ome{atisfattion in the orderand connexion of
things, it is very poflible and likely, that
things may be madeand exert their caufaliries
otherwife, than they fuppofe, be their fancy
never fo ingenwous, and their reafon never {0
profound and ftrong (for who will be fo pre-
fumptuous, as to limic either the wifdom or
D power

2.
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T be Credibility of the Myfteries

power of God, that he can do no more, or

pars fz <o muﬁ do what they fancy?) that there are thou-

iﬁ-ﬂs’

s @f.mda of things, that they cannor give any fa-
L (1/4

/2 2 oJon:
/gl B e glvc an account of_our felves, and the ope-

M“‘"ﬂ

~

< A

e~

ustd&my account of, and that the more they
feek to comprehend the reafon of things, the
more they are ata lofs, the more they are dif-
faristied, and the effeét of their ftudy is no-
thirig but diforder and trouble of mind.
Now if we are convinced of the weaknefs

and infufficiency of our reafon inour ordma-
ry. fPeculanons, if ic fails us,when we attempt

ration of our minds, and when we have todo

Kl o,
oo Ky b o with plain matters of fenfe, how unfitand un.

able muft it be to comprehend and make out
thmgs, thac ﬁand at thar infinite dlﬂauce from
may as well p;etend that all thefe great diffi-
culties and perplexities, we meet with in the
conceptions of things, thould be taken away,
that all men oughr to be born compleat Philo-
{ophers,and be infpir'd with the perfeét know-
ledg of things, which they cannot attainto af-
ter feveral years, [pent in laoour and ftudy,that
nothing fhould exift, but what we can con-

ceive,

of the Cbriftian R eligion. 19
ceive, and that the truth and poflibility of
things fhould not derive from the will and ‘
pleafure of God, and from that Idea he has in
his divine underftanding, butonly take their
meafures, and be judged by thofe narrow con-
ceptions, we borrow from fenfe, Men are not Lom
to be difputed out of the belief of their fenles, 7777 -
chat there is no fuch thing as motion, or con- 4{ T M’;_‘/"//':‘: e
tmuuy_of parts in extended marter, becaufe of . /7 T s e @

the he great difficulties, that attend the concepti- a4
on of them, and things are daily prod uced and

by degrees arrive at the perfeétion of their be-
ing, and perform aftions fuitable to their re-
fpettive natures,though Philofophers difagree in
their opinions,and are diffatisfied one with a-
nother,and cannot tell how or in what manner
they doall this,

2, Thus Nature has its MySkeries;and who will J
undertake to explam Secondly,the MySteries of 7 e
l’r;;:dence, and account for all thofe cxtraordl- '
nar, events, which have hapned inall ages of _
the world 5 0 . 0 the depth of 1] 1’1%—;16’785 both of the (/ﬂ‘f dg rm T k.
wifdor and power of God ! how unfearchable are R / s
his Zudgmems , and bis wayes past finding out ! o y Cole vy, it somrte
Rom. %1, 33, ltis prefumption toenquire too 4 77
D 2 buﬁly

ik L I o . e -




20 T be Credibility of the Myferies
bufily into the ends and reafons of God’s pro-
ceedings with men, as well as impiety to find

fault with them.  This {hould fatisfic us,thac

God, who is ot infinite perfetion, neither does

nor can do any thing, that is unjuflt; that he

governs the World by an infinite wifdom , chat

he permits men to at according to [hcllbcrty

of their will 3 and that they frand accountable

to him for thc aftions of their lives ; and that

they are but his inftruments tobring about his

eternal purpofes and decrees ;and that nothing

comes to pafs without his ordering or forefight;

and that all thofe crofs difpenfations are for

Taess o wileends, beft known tohimfelf. Why things
VA ,;uw"‘d” ﬁ are thus, for inffance, why the Zews were fele-
M s ’””53 uefjf‘;’A A" ged by him to ‘be his peculiar people ; “why
/;?,, Lagane ™ the coming ¢ of the Meffias in the fleth was de-
156 ved fo long ;_why fo many Heatben Nations

AT g yet unconverted, and “the like, muft_be re-

- ferred wholly to 111; dwme will and plea(‘ure,
Whlch is gulded by rules of eternal rectitude
and. “wifdom. " Let ic “abundantly content us
inall changes and chances of this mortal life,
in all thofe diftinguifhing alts of Providence,
that are every where vifible between Nation

and

of the C /Jrz'[iz'zm Religion.

and Nation, or between man and man in re-
fpet of the outward conditions and (tates of

,/
;
w/

being, that God will have itfo, God iswonder- ML o ot el % 4':

ful in bis doings with the children of men.
things call for our admiration; They are fe-

crets not to be enquired into ; which way [c fo- -

upon_the earth and fea, and obferve whac 18"
done in one in each, or whether we turn our eyes in-

wamlw_’L’,cL{_h_aLLﬁnd our felves' furrounded with
wonders, t00 great for our knowledg, »aﬁﬁa'e

nough to baffle and confound our curiofity,
and to convince us, that there is as well an in-
finite diftance between Goand us, in refpect
of wifdom, as of power. Now would thefe
men have the ftate of things altered and chan-
ged,and the world new modelled and new laws
given to mankind, and a new nature roo, and.
all things reduced to an eafier order, and re-
gulated by their fancies, thac fo nothing my
be above their capacity and underftanding ?
What is this, but the effeét of a foolith pride,

that is dxfconrentc&l and troubled,that fo many
things are out of bis reach and power, and that

~ will fearce be brough: toacknowledg,chat God

cian.

Thefe >

pelao o

o 77 o TY7S.
0 ,c,l(;_
ever we look, whether up to heaven, or dow down sl

[
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22 T be Credibility of the Mysteries

can do,more than they fancy or comprehend ?
;, ;. 3. Befides,thofe who objett againft the infhi-
- Loy wtedreligion of our Saviour,the greatnefs of its

. 74&«& R . . - . B .
e [T e tabeLmyfleries, may ule the fame arguments again(t
vedss /,; 7 the principles of natural religion, Thatthereis

g e 4/;»«‘- an infinite being,in whofe Idea iseflentially in-
& PO ’:cfﬁaed :ﬂl_poiﬁblgpﬂfc&ion,’ig;he‘ voiceand

T d i P o ; =
el e hegae, vt ditate of nature,cight reafon, and confcience,

s A 757(“;;@3%!;(@?&@@' by the conftant and uninterrup-
fors e el g ied order and cowrfeand frame of the univerfe,
pean B and by the univerfal confent of mankind, who

have rites and ceremonies of religion, their
Priefts and their Sacrifices, to whom they offer
up prayers and oblations, to whom they ap-
peal for juftice when injured, and to whom
they flie for refuge and fuccour, when they
are diftrefled and in danger, as it were by in-

ftin@, and without any deliberation. But

Pod e ol notwithftanding this_evidence and clearnefs
A oee 52 demonttration of the exiftenceof a God,

7, nature of the Godbead.  That Godis infinice in

"Za = <they will no
,, {j@""“‘f@ ﬁwg ey will not pretend to underftand fully the
4 i effence and pgkoﬁevr, and that all things owe
their being to his will, they muft be forced to
confefs, orelfe deny his being, and fancy an

infinite

- : B et

of the Chriftian Religion, 23

infinite feries of caufes, infinite periods of mo-

tions, and an infinite fucceffion of generations,

which is abfurd and contraditious and im- 1
poffible, though they have only a negative no- |
tion of infinity, Our underftandings can-

not reach fo far, as to have a compleat and

comprehenfive notion of it : and when we can- 1
not give fatisfaltory accounts concerning the

affe&tions of a natural body,as motion, place, ‘
fime 3 much lefs can it be expedted, that we o
{hould do this concerning eternity, immenfity,
or the other neceffary and effential atcributes
of God : fo that the difficulty of conceiving 7 ~

.
Co R D H P

i
‘.
oo sl 2L

a thing docs not any way hinder the cuthand =17 A
poffibilicy of its exiftence. Howeverthe moft . =

ferupulous and inquifitive may be fatisfied,
that there are fuch attributes, and that confe-

-,

_quently upona reflection, not only on the na.

ture of God,but on che {cant meafures of know-
ledg in creatures, it is neceffary, they fhould
be above our reachand comprehention,  As
we may difcover much in a curious piece of
art, or wonderof nature, asthe L oad-ftone,
or any Eleftrical body : we may find out fome
virtue in a plant, or mineral, or peculiar fort

of

e




24 T be Credibility of tbf Myfteries

of earth ; and yet oftentimes after a labori-

ous fearch, the beft Naturalisks are forced to

confefs, that there is or may be at leaft a

great deal more, than what they have difco-

. vered.

vy s e S o ) ”¢ But here, they fay, that the underftanding
e tusocor, ey ncither des noF can admit Of any ching incre-
Can I AZ % dible ; and \ we fay fo too. Ged doth not,
g P confequently the Christian Religion,which
is the dofirine and revelation of God, does not

propofe any thing to us, as the obje& of our

faith, that is really impoffible in it felf, and

involves in it a perfe& and manifeft contra-

dition ; and nothing lefs can or ought to be

judged incredible,  But when they pretend,

that no propofition ought or can be believed
A i e mf"/z’fa ther, than it may be cleared up to the un-
[l 5 T R P =" erftanding by the evidence_of_natural rea.
b ol fﬁ’*'z' " fon, orof the things themfelves contained in

% L %ga 3¢ #it, we rejelt it as an unjuft and unreafonable

demand, which will fully appear by thewing

the falfenefs of both parts of the [uppofi-
Cv@d’ o= tion,

b g 42 €0y T utterly falfethat nothing is credi-
for & ST ble, but what can be proved and made out by

' o ' reafon,

of the Chriftian Religion.

reafon,  There are indeed feveral degrees of 2 e,

admic fome things with a greater eafe and free-

nefs than_others, But however be the matter
propofed never fo unlikely or unufual, if the
authority be juft and good, it muft not there-
fore be pronounced incredible, becaufe per-

" chance it is not fully agreeable to the prefent

ftate of affairs and pra&ice of the World, or
becaufe 1 have fome little prejudice againft ic.
Foras in a matter of fat, where there are {uf-
ficient proofs given of aRelators both honefty
and knowledg, when I have all the affurance
in the World,that fuch a matter is capable of, ~
and that he could not miftake in underftanding
it, and that his words and thoughts do notin
the leaft difagree, when I can obje&t nothing
but a groundlefs furmife, that poflibly,and for
ought 1 know, it may be otherwife, this will
challenge my affent, and be a fufficient warrant
to me to believe ir, whether I have aclear [ea
of itor no ¢ for this unlikelinefs and feeming
repugnancy of it, may arife from my being ig-
norant of feveral circumftances, the knowledg
of which would render it probable and eafie :

D fo

Y o
/‘(}4.;&\ eale T Vo

f}:ve'_]a"u‘vv < “”DM’ ‘1‘




T be Credibility of the Myfteries
fo is it in matter of Dof&rine ; whatfoever is

propofed by God, becomes thcxeby immedi-

' , . ately credible, and my affent is racional and
| /n epe’ 6 jult, though the thing be above my apprehen-
Ly ﬁon s and this [ muft afcribe to the greatnefs

'_441 i /" ‘:M %2 of the obmfrlpgrfc&mnsnfmyxca-
B ) "“fon' n, which neither is nor can pretend to bean

o et arbiter and judg )que in fuch matters, which are too

high for it  To that before 2 man can fafely pro-
nounce a dotrine, that is revealed, incredible,
and rejeft itas fuch,he muft queftionthe pow-
er and veracity of God, and maintain,that no-
thing is poffible,but what we can comprehend ;
and thus under a pretence of caution, betray
the greateft immodefty in the world, when he
himfelf believes feveral other things, upon the
bareteftimony of men, which neither his wit
nor carriofity, nor his reafon can ever beable

fatista&orily to make out and demonftrate.

2. Itis equally falle, that no Propofition

, , . ought (o ) be believed, but what may be cleared
’fl?” AN % .# up to the underftanding by the evidence of the

. 1.
/p'v”azvo.f',ho*’

L. s
Lo u’-um © things themfelves. The falfenefs of which af-
Con e L
g S ” “7 ', fertion] fhall fully evince in thefc three parti-
) B ‘;;",_B:j;e, culars ; by thewing

1. That

———— = "
of the Chriftian Religion. 27 A
1. That it deftroyes the nature of tT‘* Wz'”? 7/.,17)) |
Faith, el o
"2, It takesaway the !aleﬂ'ednefs and re_i;g; ey ;;{;W b
wai dablenefs annexc to it,

“3. It refledts on the Wifdomand Sove. 4 ¢+ v Cog o g7

- fo—vewwﬁ@

raignty of God, who may, if it  pleafes him, tv ™
propofe [u fuch tus tous,and command us
to believe them, Wb w8 o o\f;
"1, It deﬁroyes the nature of Faith, To ;‘vfﬁbﬂt .
believe in.general, in the proper notion of it, /‘w vl -~ quﬂ,

97 ~i , it L*Ta
is roaffent_to things upon the dl['cover] and - A f;_w”r/m g—
attcﬂauon of others,whnch are not evident and Yy ./w» i

apﬂarent of themfelves s that is, when I have
no demontftrative or fenfible knowledg of
things, 1 admit and judge them to be true, not i
becaufe I either faw them, and can affure my

p
{
b

{elf of them by any of my other fenfes, or be-

caufe they are fo evident to my reafon, that I J
muft needs embrace them, as a principle or :
conclufion in Philofophy, but becaufeT have i
received them from another, whe informs me |
and gives me this account of them, for whofe /{ o ;
{ake I affent co them as real and certain. By , SR
which it is diftinguifhed from fcience, which 5., e,,mq o 7ka g }j

A [N
is grow thc evidence and ¢ cledmcfs of .77 ‘h Lo ey i
E 2 theed
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T be Credibility of 1he Myfieries
the apprehenfion of the refpettive propo-
fitions ot objetts, When things are fo plain
that they do necefficate our affent, as that
the oppoficc members of a true and per-

feft contradi@ion cannot belong to the fame

thing at the fame time, that equals added
to cquals make equals, that in a triangle ,
three angles are always equal to two right
angles, and the like, And the like aflu-
rance and cerrainty of knowledg is gained,
when we draw conclufions according to
rule and the laws of method from firft prin.
ciples, which are affented to, affoon as they
are propofed, and the terms underftood ;
whengé- there is an immediate dependance
and connexion of things, and one thing na-
turally follows another 5 Then we are faid
to know a thing, when we can run it up to
its firlt principles, can trace its original and
caufe,and underftand its effets and opera-
tions.

This diftin&ion being o juft and natural,
to call for evidence and demonftration in
things propofed to be believed,is to confound

different affents of the mind, to turn Religion
into

of the Chriflian Religion.

into Science, to deftroy the truth of Hiftory,
and Tradition, and Revelation, and to fall into
Scepticifmand doubt whether any thing be cer-
tain, buc what we fee and can prove and
reprefent by a Scheme, and at laft quefti-
on whether our Senfe’, and what we call
our Reafon do not deceive us, or elfe,
which is the effeét of a greater phrenfie,
run our felves into this grofs abfurdity ,
that we are as wife as God, and that he can
do no more, than what our grofs fancies will
have him,

That then fome of the grand articles of
Religion are not fo. clear, as Propofitions in.
Metaphyficks ov Theorems in Geometry, or in-

deed are not clear at all, cannot be objeted
againft their credibility,  They are in them-

felves as certain and as infallible ; nay more

certain and. more infallible, if infallibility

may be fuppofed to. admic of degrees ;

but in reafon, it cannot be expeted, our

knowledg of them fhould be as explicit and

as clear : Supernatural Truths are nor, can-

not be dctermine)d or judged of by proofs,

derived from nature or fenfe 5 they have pro-

per

tS
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The Credibility of the Myfteries
per proofs of their own, asall other arts and
fciences have.

To judge of thefe things therefore by our
narrow conceptions, is 2 moft fale and un-
warrantable way of procedure 3 and indeed
t cannot feem ftrange, that fo much Error
and Blafpheny and all that direful train of He-
refies, in matters relating to God and Reli-
gion, which have fo much difturb'd the peace
of Chriflendome , thould fpring from this one
abfurd and corrupt principle. Hence it was

' - 2 "’%
of the Chriftian Religion. -2 S

and governing of the world,
becaute he fancied , this

e — ,
could not be done without

anxiety and trouble, like
the due ‘management of a
great charge or employ-
ment, which takes up ones
whole time, and requires
contrivance and ftudy and
forefight tokeep thingsinan
equal poife, to prevenc dif-

. /
pe285.— This he efablifht as one of his 5,/‘ reor o b
wwgleu diEar,0F main principles of his . 4;' 2 ,ﬁi}_i Ze
Philolophy,m paxgzeor § dibaglorirs 2 4
Ay Ty

LAY i v o ’
aun wegfudla $xd, ¥7¢ dAMQ mgexes * 2D
e 34, X, R 2 RO |

a'{c;e 'éls Spydisire aderer cwbpdles * &y S L
ESwd 8 way 73 goidmy, p. 30C. TN T by
and laid down therefore in the firlt ity 2357 ) 448
place by his great admirer and Follower /o4 v9 g "
Lueretins in the beginning of his philofo- 2 oA s w#h =Y
phical Poem,to make the better way fore 5 & Ao 8¢z

the dtheifin,which wasto follow,that is, ~

to exclude God, witha fairer pretence,

from havingany thing to do,either with N
the framingor governing of the world,

and to deny a providence:that cenfure,

which €otta in-Tully mentions to have

bin paft upon him by feveral, beingex-

altly true —Videonenanllis videri Epi-

curstmyne in offenfionem Athenienfiun ca-

devet,merbis religuife Deos,re fuftuliffe. like

1. de Nat. Dearum, (peaking of this very

e A

alfo, thac @ Orpheus,and the

2) § Hent difcourfe of
I’Iu(:;‘aben‘_llifis%lc)fe;:‘Iow;r(;?l’hc[ldt- other Greek PUC“ have dref-
ver end of his fecond book de Eepnblica, ﬂ:d. “P theil‘ Gods in the ha_

£.377. e, tomi fecundi ex edivione Ser-

e bit and figure of men, and
cloathed them with all the infirmitiesand pal-
fions incident to humane nature, and hereby
made way for all the debaucheries and fuper-
ftitions, that luft could poffibly fuggeft, ora
troubled fancy invent. They made ufe of no

other faculty to judg of God, butagrofs ima-

mation e 0 Epi
(b In his Epiftle to Hervodotus , a8 gmatlon ? EPICW’MS uggn

e Lactiin thi 1l h-—-—-—-E-"
it is cxrant in Dicgenes aerting - thig yer 1ght pretence €X-
— m:wa:v'i‘n wym’]aa& ,x; @yy:]f-, ﬁé;{%wﬁr ]
Jeg ¥ dpyat K pEerTes s 0TI, AN clude o_ngm j_vmggny

e e

o wveln, 1 pbRp % wesodina 7S Anai- thiqg_to do inthe o_rdcring

and.

o 7o yhrsdae cdit. Londinenfis v

orders, to apply remedies beiftical borifn.

to the lealt inconveniences, that otherwife’
‘might quickly grow and improve into a mil~

chief, and to fecureall by anequal diftributi-
on of rvewards and punifhments ; forgetting
that God's power is infinite and inexhauftible ;
that bis eyes reach from one end of the world tothe o+
ther, and fee into the very effences of things 5
thatall thingsare at his abfolute difpofal and

‘command 3 that trouble only arifes either from

fear of fuccefs, or when we are overwhelm’d
with bufinefs, or our ftrength is not propor-
tionable or any way fufficient to fuftain fo
greata weight, Aetins prefently rejets the eter-

nali
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T'he Credibility of the Myfteries
per proofs of their own, asall other arts and
fciences have.

To judge of thefe things therefore by our
narrow conceptions, is a moft falfe and un-
warrantable way of procedure ; and indeed
it cannot feem ftrange, that fo much Error
and Blafpheny and all chat direful train of He-
refies, in matters relating to God and Reli-
gion, which have fo much difturb'd the peace
of Chrifiendome , thould fpring from this one

abfurd and corrupt principle. Hence it was
alfo, thac © Orphens,and the

of the Chriftian Religion.

and governing of the world,

becaule he fancied , this

could not be done without
anxiety and trouble, like
the duc “management of a
great charge or employ-
ment, which takes up ones
whole time, and requires
contrivance and ftudy and
forefight to keep thingsinan
equal poif, to prevent dif-
orders, to apply remedies

“avn wegfudla by, $7¢ dMp mxpiye

— ¢ -
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Philofophy, 7 waxgr sy 4 &pluglorirs iy Ay, pe
~ ’ gt Ry e
wse b3 Gppois e wdeter qwpdlas © & & o fiL/ f_ﬂ
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and laid down therefore in the firft Z,;w.f/, Hac A2,
place by his great admirer and follower sfo’2 ¥5 co wld g
Lucreiins in the beginning of his philofo- £ & e wph bt
phical Poem,to make the better way fore 7 & ~o Kl
the Arheifin,which wasto follow,that is, 7
to exclude God, witha fairer pretence,
from havingany thing to do,either with
the framingor guverning of the world,
and to deny a providence:that cenfure,
which €otta in Tilly mentions to have
bin paft upen him by feveral, beingex-
altly true —Video nenmllis videri Epi.
curiimyne in offenfionem dthenienfium cu-

deret,verbis rediguiffe Deosyre fufiunliffe, lite +

1. de Nut, Deoritm, fpcaking of thisvery.
dtheiftical afhorifin.

¢ See the excellent difcourfe of
1o about this fubjedt, toward the lat-
tei end of his fecond book de Eepnblicd,

other Greek Poets have dref-
fed up their Gods in the ha-

to the leaft inconveniences, that otherwife
might quickly grow and improve into a mif-

p.377. {oce tomi feenndi ex editione Ser-

chief, and to fecureall by anequal diftribuci-
on of vewards and punithments ; forgetting
that God’s power isinfinite and inexhauftible ;
that bis eyes reach from one end of the world to the o
ther, and fee into the very effences of things ;
thatall thingsare at his abfolute difpofal and
‘command ; that trouble only arifes either from
fear of fuccefs, or when we are overwhelm’d
with bufinefs, or our ftrength is not propor-
tionable or any way fufficient to fuftain fo

greata weight, detins prefently rejects the eter-
nall

o bit and figure of men, and
cloathed them with all the infirmities and paf-
fions incident to humane nature, and hereby
made way for all the debaucheries and fuper-
ftitions, that luft could poffibly fuggeft, ora
croubled fancy invent. They made ufeof no
other faculty to judg of God, butagrofs ima-

ination: O Ebi
(b In his Epiftle to Zerodetis , as g".mnon ’ . ' M,@I’Qﬂ

. it 'il extant in Dicgenes \Laentml thls vEry ﬂ!g_ht retence eX-

i aupgorin megypalaa K pepll- T .NE.__._ b

| e 2y o wossiomm, v cluded God/ from having any

4 odvea 1) o4l 1 wezodina #F 1Angi- i : N
ov 7o yirsdar cdit. Londinenfis [}!F%_FO do inthe qrdfrmg
and
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things themfelves, doeswholly take awa the‘zéﬂ%s ﬁ;t‘ﬁfifw ¢4

Bleffednef? and Rewardablenef annext to Faith. I

One neceffary condition to make any adti- .. . .o - /v;‘j,"f
# on_capable of reward or commendation is, < ¢ TN T4
that it flow from a principle of liberty ; and’
herein man, who is endowed with reafon, the .
only true foundation of it,has the preeminence ‘
- above all other creatures, that a& only by in- ‘
ftin, or the force of appetite, or by neceflity
of * Nature ; He becomes hereby as it were o princini-
Lord of himfelf, and cana& or not a&,accor- phic ~ pare
ding as he is guided by counfel and rational kxkvu."
motives, or meerly as it pleafeth him ; and ac-
cording either to the right or ill ufe of this li-
berty, he isto be judg’d,whether he has defer-
ved well or no.  That Chry$tals thoot out in-
to curious and exa&tly regular figures, that the
flakes of Snow are Hexagonal,and ten thofand
other Rarities of Nature, are not to the com-
mendation of the things themfelves: They
fhew admirably the wifdom of the firft contri-
ver of them : the Artift, not the Pendulum, is
praifed,though it meafures time fo exaétly,and’
performs all its various motions without any
interruption or inequality, becaufe this necef-
F farily

r " B .
a 32 T be Credibility of the MySterics
o nal generat.on of the Sonof God becaufe this d()(fs
not in all things agree with natural generati-
ons ; and becaufe it cannot be fo with men,he
impioufly and dogimatically concludes, itisan
impoffible notion, and thinks he has reafon
: for his blafphemy and peremptorinefs,by lay-
5 . ing down feven and forty arguments for it, as
¥ + 1o fi ¢ they are numbred and confuted by * Epipha-
nme™ i in his Panarinm,  The fame grofs fa:nclcs

e LXKV pave the Mabometans of this article of faith to
this day, who deride the Christians, by askiqg
c impious queftions concerning it, and evenin .
their Devotion renounce it with a great deal of
: carneftnefs, with afar be it from thee, what the
| . ChriStians impute to thee 5 as if man were the
= meafure and ftandard of all things, even of God
a ' himfelf, who made him, and who is of infinite
- perfection, beyond the utmoft reach of fangy,
| { or conception. His attions and under{tanding
S muft needs as much tranfcend ours,as does his
‘ eflence.  His ways are not as our ways, nor bis
thoughts as our thoughts, ifa, v, 8. .
2, This Hypothefis_of theirs, that nothing |

is or ought to be believ’d but what is cleared
up to the underftanding by the evidence (;f the
T things

e
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Job. 20, 29,

T

T'be Credibility of 1he Myfleries
farily arifes froma due proportion of weights
and wheels, and from a juft adaptation of the
feveral parts of it ; tis the perfection of a man,
that he ats freely, and confequently that heis o
virtuous out of choice, notwithftanding all
the alluremencs and inclinations of fenfe, And
the like is tobe faid of the feveral gffents of the
mind ; if the truths of Religion were in them-
felves o clear and evident, that we could not
but affent, whether we would or no, if they
could be prov’d by arguments, deriv'd from
fenfe or nature , where then would be the blef-
fednef3 of Faith our Saviour [peaks of, which be-
longsto thofe, who bawe not [een, and yet bave be-
lieved 2 when we have a clear and diftin& per-
ception of a thing, then we know it; and he
muft be very ftupid and very pertinacious ,

thaggr ill not fubmi to the truth, and evidence,
and conviction of a demonftration. How ri-
diculous would it be to raife a difpute, and
heap up arguments againft clear evidence,and
pretend diffatisfadtion in the midft of fo great
certainty, as {cience affords ? If there were no
difficulty in the notions, where were that Obe-
dtence : of F aztb, the Apoftle St. l’aul mentions ?

where

of the Chriftian Religi.n.

where would be our fubmiflion and humility ?

for a trial of which I am per fwaded,thac Mmany wea
" Myfleries are now propofed by God,which here-"

< . ! .
,(a-n.,‘ O e s

55, .,
/«)//;,, s v L.

/

after as a reward of our Faith fhall L be more 7 . .

clearly made out to us, and that this {hall be
one principal part of the glory that thall at-
tend the blefled in the other world, when we
fhall be divefted of thofe circumftances, that
now hinder the exertions of Reafon, when our
underftandings fhall be enlightned , and our
capacities enlarged,and our thoughts heighte-
ned and exalted 3 not that it is poffible for the
mofk refined and raifed intelleét ever to attain
to a full and comprehenfive knowledg of them
(for the Angels, thofe glorious fpirics, who at-
tend the throne, and are continually in the pre-
fence of God, humbly vail their faces and a-
dore) but that what we now know by Faith and
Revelation only,we fhall have a fomewhat clea-
rer infight into, and be as fully and fatisfacto-
rily convinced of, as for inftance, that there is
a Trinity of Perfons in' one undvvided Effence, as if
we underftood the manner of their feveral {ub-
fiftences. wlf
3. Itrefledts upon the Wildom and Power 0+
F 2 of
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36 T be Credibility of the Myteries
/ of God, who may, ifhe pleafe, propofe thefe

bho /s ol :
/7 & _ things to us and command us to believe them,

A . .
h,“,’”;f/‘ ;wyl"or that God may do this, who can gucﬁl,o_n:i_ ?
T or deny, that we are as much obliged to give
up our judgments and underftandings, as our

Mc»

s

o
!.

B

X : i

or truth of dogtrine revealed by him, as to any
mode of infticuted worfhip commanded by
?' him, or any precept of Morality ; and chac I
am not to obje& and throw in my little con-
jeGures and probabilities, becaufe it is notal-
together, o in the leaft, evident tomy reafon,
' when the nature of thething renders it impoffi-
r ble that it fhould, erif it did not, yet his com-

mand {hould be enough to force my affent ?
now to fancy, that nothing is or ought to be

red up to the under(tanding by the evidence
of the things them(elves, dcftroyes this fuppo-
fition, which has its certainty from,and is fup-
ported by,feveral of the divine attributes. The
Wifdom and Power of God are both infinite,
and therefore he knows more,and can do more,
than what we poffibly can conceive : otherwife
we muft equal our little knowledg, which we

chiefly

credible, but what can be made out and clea-

wills, 7o his will, to affent to any fpeculation -

of the Cbriftian Religion.
chiefly derive from-the images and reprefen.
tations of things in our minds,and which every
contemptible infe& and vegetable is too big
for, with his 3 and upon the fame account, we
muft fancy our power' equal too : whiclvis the
effed of an irrational pride and madnefs, like
that of the Apeftate Angels, and by confe-
quence, throw off our dependence upon him,
and deny to yield obedience to his laws, be-
caufe they do as much crofs our vitious and
corrupt inclinations, as the Mjteries of our
Faith do our narrow conceptions and fenti-
ments.  An infinite underftanding only can
fully comprehend an infinite-perfetion ; fuch
a proportion between the faculty and the ob-
je& being altogether neceffary < for if it could
be comprehended by a finite intelle&t,it would
immediately ceafe to be infinite, How infuffe-
rable then is fuch an infolence ! How-vain and
foolifh are fuch imaginations! and every bigh
thing, as the AposHe [pealts, extravagant fancies
and conceits, that get intothe brain, that exalt
themfelues againft the knowledg of God, which
ought to be captivated and made fubjet upon
the higheft Reafon in the World to the obedi-
ence

3.7




38 T'he Credibility of 1be Myfteries
L, ence and dotrine of Chrift : which willappear
. Xpmre by defcending to the
27 g&f,/ *Z‘.”L T’Z’Lﬁwﬁ 2. Second Particular, 1 _E_lpgfe_d to make
o oo w7 good, that the Chriflian Religion requires us to
’~ . believe its MySteries ‘updn fuch grounds, as we

camcje& without doing violenceto our fa-
culties, and confequently, that the rejeting
and disbelieving them muft be unreafonable,
‘ﬂfa,u vt av 2, Now the grounds are chiefly thefe two.
L7Lv1/-1~r‘l v o That we believe and admic the divine
| revelatons Revelduons.
ket e Pt &W 2, That we yield o obcdlence and fubmic
“Z;":AM s, 7/ o our_ underftandings and all the powers of
< €08 2 A minds to the Will of God,
L‘7/f— onin riveindons 1, That we - believe and admit divine Re-
N e’ rz,velatlons ; becaufe God is of infinite veracity,
2}7 I ) /o 7,550 ro deceive is repugnant to the holinefs of
harre. his Nature ; there isan utcer lmpoﬁiblllty init.
Now if we repofe fo much truft and confidence
ina friend, becaufe we have tried him, and
know that he is a man of great integrity, and
that he abhors the very thought of deceiving
any one with the leaft falfchood, and fpeaks
exaltly according to his knowledg without any
referved or fecret meaning or equivocation,or
con-

B e ke A
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concealing part of the propofition in his mind
that it may be otherwife underftood than he in-.
tends it ; muchmore withall the readinefs of

fubm:ﬂion of mind imaginable are we to re-
ceive, whatever comes from God, without the
leaft demur,or doubt,or contradi&tion.  This
an infinite and eternal re@itude does juftly
challenge from us ; for God may afloon deny
his being, as falﬁﬁc his word ; fo that whoe-

ver-goes about_to queftion or _disbelieve any z sy ,4
)

thing that God has revealed, will run himfelf /

upon one. of thefe two grofs and ablurd | 1mp1-L gt
eues, elthﬂf dOubt whether Gozl hlmfelf has 1n%f¢./L A

!

1 ;

e G uy ot A “‘*
!

has propos 'd to our belief, or whether he has

been juft and true to_deliver what he knows.

It is a mo't rational conclufion of St. Zohn
1 Epif.v.10. he that believeth not God\bas made
biun a lyar.  No difficulty then can or ought
to deter me from the belief of a thing, if God

- has once revealed it ; nor can the mind of man-

" poffibly defire a greater fatisfation than this.
2, That we yield obedience and fubmit ouf"d"" e
underftandings and all the powers of our; ,u wie DL

minds to the wnll of God, for

I,
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“owmon3. God by virtue of his abfolute dominion
and foveraignty may command us to affent to
vy

thingsabove our reach, and conception, and

(1}/

T be Credibility of the Myfteries

t. Thatthere are thoufands of things 4&

Frint knoyll nd concepton
Ag"? - 1610 above our knowledg and conceprion can-

not_be deemed by any, without the higheft

immodcfty, an unjult poltulacum,

they arenot eafily to be removed.

knowledg, Faith is not to choofe its Objeét,no
more than a mans will can prefcribe and fet

to him a Law, becaufe its whole and only

power confifts inthe liberty of obeying or not

obeying of a Law prefcrib’d by a fuperiour
Power,
delivered and revealed by God, becomes im-
mediately credible, by realon of the authority,
that does accompany it, and enforce it upon

us.

Thacall orat lafmgﬁ of our knowledg
ing from Tehe, the more things are freed
and abftratted from the eatanglements of grofs
amatter,_the more difficult is the conception 3
becaule they fall Tefs under the examination of
.our fenfes,from which we receive fo great pre-
judices in our infancy and childhood, which
make that deep impreflion on our fancies, that

Whatfoever Doftrine therefore is

of the Chriftian Religion.

us.  The Articles of Faith carry along with
them fufficient matives of Credibility, but then
thefe motives muft not be fetched from the na-
turc of che things themfelves,as if they were to
be fo evident, that our Reafon might fully dif-
cover their connexion and dependance, but
from without; that is, my Faith is righcly
grounded, and an obligation lies upon me to
betieve, what is propofed by God, if it be evi-
denced fo to be, by juft and rational proofs ;
and if ce authority be certain and infallible :
God therefore declaring his Will,and confirm-
ing the Revélations he has made of it by his di-
vine Power, this latter is a filfficient proof,and
a juft and rational ground of my Belief; for
how abfurd would ir be for any one, becaufe
he cannot comprehend and make out 4 thing
fully,which in‘ the nature of it, and by reafon
of our weaknefs and ‘incapacity, is incompre-
henfible, and which he 6ught to acknowledg to
be fuch, unlefs he will prefumé to meafure E-
ternity and grafp Infinity with a fpan,thevefore
to doubt of fo plain a truch, as this is,that the
divine Power cannot be miade ufe of to confirm
any Propdfition,but what is exa&ly true and cér-

' tain ?

4x
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T he Credibility of the Myfleries
tain? fothat this is not to forego our Reafon,as.
the Socinians plead, for nothing is more agreea-
bleto the principles of right Reafon, but o atk
according to it : and therefore tofay that we
Believet}inom not what, if they mean, that the
objects of our Faith cannot be proved to exift
with the fame kinds of proofs, as what is pre-
fented to our fenfes, or as a propriety may be
demonttrated of the fubjedt of a fpeculative
Science, this cannot be any prejudice at all to
our belief,becaufe inall Faith,whether Humane
or Divine, there cannot be the fame clearnefs
and evidence, but that there are fuch Objefts
of our Faith we are as certainly aflured, as if
we had a particular demonftration of each.

Now that the MyS¥eries of Chriflianity are con-
firm’d by fuch an authority, and therefore are
to bebelieved by us,and confequently that the

Cbns’banReltgton requires our affent to no more,
than what isapparent to be God's Will, we have
this afurance,that they were attefted and made
~< good by the miracles of our Saviour ; by thefe

Hegven. Thiswas the belief of the 7ews in ge-
neral,both Learned and Unlearned, Nicodernus
b aaavuiieibtialubisidatehin i

-

R T
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was fully convinced of the truth and evidence
of it, 7oh.iii, 2, Rabbi,we know, that thou art a
Zeacher come from God,for no man can do thofe mi-
racles, that thou doft, except God be with bim. In
the cafe of the blind man, who was reftored to

his fight,the doubr was rational,How can a man,
that is a finner dbo fuch mirackes? Joh.ix, 16, If ~

him do. 1t wasnothing,but 2 moft unjuft pre-
judice to our Saviours Perfon,and to the mean.
nefs of his Birch and Parentage, arifing froma
fallc principle concerning the temporal King-
dom of the Meffiss, through a mifunderftand-
ing of the Prophefies, that made them, againft
their Belief and Confcience,rejeét the autheri-
ty of fo many evident and often repeated mi-
racles;and though they would not acknowledg
him for their Meffias, that came in a way of hu-
mility and meeknefs, fooppofite to their hu-
mours and expettations, who thought of no-
thing, but triumphs and revenge 5 yet they are
forced to acknowledg,that the Meffias could not
db greater;and laftly our blefled Saviour appeals

G 2 te

this ynan were.not of God e could do nothing, v 33 AP
that is, he could hot do fuch things, asare a- M sy )

bove the power of a meer Man, which we fcé I e
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T be Credibility of 1the Myfterics

to miracles, as to his credentials, as beinga
moft rational motive to work faith in the minds
of the moft fcru’pulous s if ye believe not me,be-
lieve the works that I do. This then is a {uffici-
ent confirmation of our Saviours miffion, and
of the do@rine He and the Apostles delivered
from him, and preach'd through the feveral
parts of the World, which they travelled, and
after put in writing for the benefic and greater
fatisfaftion of all fucceeding Generations,Nor
are we now at this great diftance of time to call
for new figns from Heaven,or to defire a farther
confirmation of what hath been received fo u-
niverfally for fo many fuccefions of Ages,
The holy Scriptures are the auchentick Regifters
of the Dotrine and Revelations of God, and that
1 may add this by the way, were they but of

humane authority,. they deferved not to be

drolled upon;. but te be treated with anequal,
if not a greater, relpeét,than Polybius, or Lizy,

not only upon the account of their Antiquity,

but for thofe excellent remarks they contain,

and the Zbeifls of our Age may as well doubr,

whether there were fuch a man as Cyras and

Alexander, as Mafes and 75/bua, and queftion

whether

of the Chriflian Religion.

whether Cicero wrote thofe Orations, and the
other excellent Books, that go under his name,
or Virgil thofe admired Poems, as whether
St.Mathew or St. Jobn, who were the known
Difeiples of Chrift, and converfed daily with
him for above three years together, wrote
thofe Gofpels,which contain the Hifloryand Aéls
of his Life and Death.

Upon thefe evidences our affent is ralﬁed
which make it rational and juft ; our Faithis
refolv’d into the teftimony of God,which is oh«
ly the rule of it, we believe nothing, but what
our Saviour and his Apoftles taught,for which
we have the authority of their words,and what
the whole number of Christian People embra-~
ced and received, asthe jult and true meanirg.
of them, Now becaufe we cannot reconcile
thefe exprefs and clear Revelations of the Go-

fpel, laid down in plain expreffions, as that
Chrift 31 the fon of God, wasin the beginning with
God, before the world was made, God manifefled in
the flefh, God bleffed for ever, and that be and the
father are one (rot to defcend to the other Arti-
cles,which are laid down as clearly) with our
narrow conceptions of things, is moft irratio-

nally.
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{ ke Credibility of the Myfieries
nally to conclude againtt God in favour of our
félves, meerly for this only realon, becaule we
cannor tell or underfrand,how it can or {fhould

Dbe,when he hath told us exprefly it is fo.Here-
«upon they heap up ftrange and abfurd inter-

pretations of Scripture, and which are impofli-

ble to be true 5 they deny to words their pro-

per, and natural and genuine fignifications ;
they fancy nothing but improprieties and am-
biguities of expreffion ; and admit of abfurd
netions for all their high vaunts and pretences
to reafon, which deftroy the very dcﬁgrzlanc;
infticution of Chriflianity. Thus our moft blcffe

Saviour, the only begotten fom of God muft be only
{0 (T ycto1,0F KD meoxomIY %y ety Bly, God

only by grace and favour, and for the holinef3 and

excellnceof bia life,as < Ebion,
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the Godbead are afcribed to him. Thus the Do-

&rine of the Ever bleffed Trinity,which is clearly

contain’d in the form of ¢
Baptifin, as- mighe fully be
made good againft the ex-
ceptions and cavils of #bl-
fogenins,and in St.Job.v.7. (a
(® Verfe written by the fame
hand that wrote all the reft
of the Epifile, as it is moft
evident from the verfes in

conjundion with it, which.

would be altogether defetive

and imperfe@ without it ,

however it be omicted in the
Alexandrine Manufeript rather
by chance (for that is not the

(d) Tlis argument drawn from the
Form of Ruptifm, is generally mide ule
of by all the antient Fathers, agantt ol e
blatpheimy of sabellins, Arins, and ihe
reftot the Hereticks, who hid depare-
ed fiom the true faich eftablithe ot fief,
to follow phaufies and inventions o
their own.  But referving thete nu-
merouscirations for another work, 1
ihall contert my feif at prefent to fay
with the Author of the Breviarium fidei
adverfus drianos,who lived above 1zco
years fince,put out by the moft learned
Sirmondus to whom the world is fo much
obliged, for his publifhitg feveral wri-
tings of the antients,out of MSS. ——-
Qui [ Spiritus funétus] fi Do nen effety non
inbaptifmo in wno nemine ELcitatis patri
Qo frlio fociaretnr, ficw: feviptum oft, nti
regulam baprifini pefuit ipfe Domirus + Jte,
inguit, baptizate ommes gentes in nemine
Patris &g Fili,y Spiviens Sarébie  Quedd
Solum teflimonizom detevee hoeseticis fufl cere
ad evedulitatem infipasabilis Trinitatioguint
nec ipfi andent aliter baptizare,ne vegulant
Domini eorvsumpere videartur Et uli unnm
nomen dicityry ibi o mejor {g mincr e,
eluditur,

(e) Of thit fee the A pendix.

o /7/7 )8 ’/
Vd G ok ABens
fhu" - omd,, &«éc«

& dandelg, X 5oy 4 ©:8 7 aes-
vomiy X3! cundpiar dyaguyfis F dio-
Sev apds avldy posvsplone. Bpiphanine
in herefi Ecionaorns,q = eft XXX (el
XVIIL, ex edit, Petavns Porifiis 1622,
pag. 142.

(b) Epiphanins in harefi A ivncrion,
que eft LXIX, e XVILp74L.

(c) Gregorims Abulpharagius, in hifto-
114 Dynafiinram, Brabicé, p. 129, edits
Oxon 1663« En:ychinsin Amlibus Alvx-

Do 10 e ;,,,‘ﬁ/ s andrinis Arabice, edit.Oxon. parte pri-

msni fk -8 p397.80 441
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only the name, but the effential Attributes of

and ® Ariusyand © Paulus
Samofatenus ufed to blal-
pheme of old, or Dews Fa-
Eus, aCreated God only, fuch
by Defignation and Office, as
our modern Socinians impi-
oufly diftinguith, when, not

the

only. omiffion in that Copy) than defign, as if
it had favoured the Herefie of the Antitrinita-
rians ;) this Dorine of the Zrinity, 1 fay,muft
be exploded, becaufe they cannot fatisfie their
bold curiofity, as why the emanation of the.
Deity frops at three Hipoftafes, that is, why the
Divine Effence is not communicated to more.

than Zhree Perfons, and how it can be Commu-
nicated
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T be Credibilityof the MySleries
aicated, and yet altogether remain Undivided,
and the like, ‘That this Artick was explicitly

believed inthe very beginnings of Chriflianity,
may, to omit at prefent other wayes of proofs,

be evinced Lfgﬁié_ﬂﬁ?théﬁa{bemof thofe

times ufed to_upbraid the Chriskians with the

belief of fo unlikely a Dottrine, Thus Critias

in the Dialogue Philspatris (whichif not Lu-
cians, was written however in Zrajan’s time ,
whofe viftories and fuccefles in the Eas¥, and
particularly in the taking of Ctefipbon and Ba-
bylon and other places from the Perflans, and
inreprefling the incurfions of the Seytbians, as
hapning juft at that time, are there mentioned)
when Zricphon had exprefled the belief and
fente of the Chriftians about this Article,by ad-
juring S uédala Ocdy uéyay o uPeotor, Sea-
ViWYOL VoY TATEOG, TYEUME $XTI0QEVOEnoD, &y
éx Teuaw, oy 68 évd¢ Yelee s TavTar vopule Zijvee

#) 11y8 Osdy, makesa mock at ir, and replies

witha great deal of impudent raillery,efei ué-
gy Siddtonac, ;EJ opxds 1 AerdpeTinn, n“,
yage dery uéeig, g Nixdpan@y o Leedom@y, Sx
Gidue I Aéyeig &y Tptee, oiae évs poy Ty werponlny
Piig Tov ToSeryoes s 5 Ty bydodtda 1 eraed S,

So

e e e v . B s AL
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So far is that from having the leaft cruth in i,

" which the Encmies and Oppofers of this

Doflrine affirm, without the leaft thew of
Reafon and Authority, that it derives whol-
ly from Pythagoras and Plato, and was learn-
ed in their Schools, and afterwards dreft up
by the Fathers, who were admirers of that
Philyfiply, and not heard of till the Zhird or
Fourth Century, So that upen the whole i
will appear, thatthe Chriftian Religion has juft
and fure evidences, and therefore to fancy,
which is the only thing they can alledge in
behalf of their Unbelief, that nothing is or

can be believed, but what ought to be fully

cdmprehcnded by the Underftanding, is fo
foolifh, fo unjuft, fo unreafonable a thing,
that nothing but intolerable Pride and Ob-
ftinacy can poflibly fuggeft fucha Thought,
and confequently thar before any one can
become an Arrian or a Socinian, he muft fore-
. go his Reafon, and forget chat God is of in-
finite Perfeftion,and forget too,that he himfelf

is a Man,
To draw towards a Period. Chri§tianity be-

ing a Great Myflery, and neceffarily fuch :
H 1, It
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knowledg of them ; that we be not roo bufie
and curious in our Searches into the Secrets
of God; that being conicious to our felves
of the defefts, and fhallownefs, and weaknefs
of our Reafon in lefler macters ; how imper-
fe& and untrue oftentimes our colle&tions are
of fenfible beings, to which our faculties may
feem proportionate ; and to what errors and
delufions we are fubje, by taking up falfe
notions, by fancy and prejudice 5 we learn
to be wife unto fobriety, and ot to think of our

Jelves, above what we ought to think, It Was

nothing at firft, but an overbold curiofity,
not content with Revelation, and with juft
proofs of it, thatraifed in the mind thoughts
of Disbelief ; but it ftopt not here ; it foon
improved into a proud conceit of maftering
all che difficulties of Religion by the {trength
of Reafon ; and to this we may juftly impute
the original and growth of all thofe Hereffes
and Blafphemies, thac have been vented from
the very firft Preaching of the Gofpel to ;his

day.

of the Chriftian Religion. 5
day, It isa vain thing to thinkto do this s 4
‘tis a pafling beyond the bounds which God
and our own Nature hath fet us; a piece of
Sacrilegious rathnefs, as Salvian jultly words
it, in his third Book De Gubernatione Dei, . o
fpeaking of the various difpenfations of Pro. ™, /2LCr" R 9.
vidence: Hoc ipfum genus quali Sacrilege teme- Lokl i red>tapa &
ritatis 51, fi plus feire cupios quim finaris : The TR N
Articles of Faith, as the_gyare npif_tg be g"igd,é:ﬁ}fﬁ,f“ ok
fo_ncither to be_proved by the Principls of 74"
Mathematicks or Natural Philofply. Tt is as
great folly to attempt it, as to expedt i, both
arifing from a wantonnefs of Wit, which
quickly loofes it felf in a Labyrinth of wild
Opinions, and pleafing it felf with new No-
tions and 1deas, is more and more perplext
and entangled, and is fcarce ever reducible
to aright and fober temper.,
What ill fuccefs the Schoolmen have had in
their attempts this way upon the Articles of
Religion, Christendome has long fince had fad
experience of 5 thefe men guilty of the o-
ther extream would fcarce acknowledg any
thing of Myfleryin it ; all things feemed fo |
clear tothem, as if they had had a particu.
H2 lar
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- far Revelation 3 they have thrown open the '

Vail, that covers the Ark ; they define boldly,
and obtrude their Conjeéures for Oracles.
St. Paul and St. Jobn fhall be explained and
proved by the Writings of Plato and Ariftotle 5~
thus proftituting the Majefty of the Sacred
Scriptures, and corrupting the Simplicity of
the. Chriftian Religion by their niceties and
{ubtilities of Diftinftions, and expofing i
the more to the Cavils of Hereticks, who ob-
ferving the falfenefs of their Principles, and
the weaknefs and incompetency of . their
Proofs, are more encouraged to reje€t the
truth of it.  Hercby too a Comtentiows and
Difputative Theology has been introduced in the
Schools 3 and unneceffary and bold queftions
ftarted, impofiible to be refolved with any
fatisfa&tion, which perplex and confound the
Underftanding, and are fo far from Building
us up in our Holy Faith, and from explaining
the Do@trine of it, that it has {carce fuffered
by any one thing more. Some things we
may underftand, but we fee more to admire,
which with all our artand fubtility we can ne-
ver attain to, It is enbugh, that the Chri-
) $tian

- of the C/yriﬂi.m Religion.
Mian Religion doth perfwade us by Rational
Arguments tothe acknowledgment of its Do-

&rine, that ic laies down fufficient grounds of

the certainty and neceflity of our Belief, thac
it gives us all the aflurance we can, with any
modefty, pretend to, and all the proofs the
nature of the things, propofed to our belief,
are capable of and will bear, ’Tis Faith in
Christ, that He is the Son of God and the Saviour
of the World, that denominates us Chriflians ;
to deny this, how excellent a Perfon foever
we make him for Mecknefs and Bolinefs of
Life, is torenounce Chriftianity, and in effeét
to turn Mahometans ; for they acknowledg
Chrifi to have been a Great Prophet, to have
been born of a Virgin, to have been affumed into

53 :
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Heaven, and the like. ~ Satis fitprouniverfisra- Ao < For +%vi g !‘Ef’,

e . veajen U
tionibus Author Deus; as the fame Salvian has s« % v 2o

it, This is that, that is equivalent to ten
thoufand Demonfirations ; this will level all
thofe objeftions, that are raifed againft the
MySkeries of Chriflianity 5 that will filence all
the Sopbifiry of Corrupt Reafon, and cut off all
thofe Arguments, which prefumptuous Men
are wont to make ; and certainly if we righty

con-
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54 Tbe Credibility of the MySteries
confider it, the Mylerics of Chriftianity, as

" they are propoled in the Scriptures, are by
L / /
o Avr 8o ro =z reafon of the great difficulties, that acrend
T -
id e aemedfethe conceptlon of them, fo far from bemg in-

- o0 VF sA0 - X

% SAL e il cdlblc, that they oggl); “thereby to become
[y o 5‘/ Fiore credibie ; that is, they are more worthy

»

Q "/“"‘?‘/‘; e of the infinite Ma;eﬁy and }Lrté&lon of Gud,

el by how much they are above the reach of our
l'acultlcs
\MA -7
2, Let us remember that Chriflianity is a Mj-

k )'vaa ol Ade, . drv 3
: i /"{W’“’? o J ry_of Godlinef3, and_confequently._that the
Great Myfleries of it ought to have an influ-

ence upon our Lives and Pra&tices. As on
the one hand, to fay, that thefe Great Artickes
of our Faith are nice Speculations, and the ex-
plicit Belief of them, as they are propofed, not
! neceflary, and to queftion that Senfe of them,
| in which they have always been received by
the Catholick. Church, is to undermine the Fun-
damentals of Chriftianity ; So on the other fide,
it takes oft very much from the obligation to
Obedience, and dulls thofe affe&ions, which
a reflexion on thefe Great Myfleries muft needs

caufe in the mind.
That God fhould fend his Som into the
world

c,.w—t.'lz'

of the C /Jrzﬁizziz’ R élzgi.')/z.

~world to difcover this Myftery to us in Per-

fon, and in order tc our Redemption, was
the Efte&t of an Infinite Wifdom, and of an
Infinite Love 5 that God thould be Manifestedin
the Flefb Forour fakes, and fubmic himfelf to
the weaknefles,and imperfe&tions, and contu-
melies of the humane nature ; that che Second
Perfon of the Trinity, Co-eﬂémial and Co-eternal
with the F ather, thould condefcend to affume
fleth, and therein to fuffer; a reflettion on
this cannot but fill us with adwmiration and
love. One great part of the Worlhip we

owe to Gud confifts in_our admiring his infi- -«

givings arc but the outward fi ignifications of
thls,'“él@"mexgeﬂ' ons of our thoughts,
which loofe_themfelves in the contemplation
of them. Now thefe Myfferies afford us eter-
nal matter for our admiration. Befides, what
greater obligation to Obedience can there pof-
fible be, than the Revelation of this Myflery,
upon which our Salvation is founded ? A Ho-

- ly and Religious Life then is the beft evidence”

of our belief of thefe Articles of Chriftianity be- "
yond all fubtility of Difputation,  This of-
o pecially
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T he Credibility of the Myferies,&c.
pecially concern us, who are dignified w'!th
the Holy Priesthood, who are Miniflers of Christ,
and Stewards of the Myfleries of God. This thews,
that we do more than barely affent to the truth
of them, when they produce in us all, both
Priefts and Lay, thefe effclts, for which they
were principally difcovered ; that fo living in
obedience to the will of God revealed to us by
his Son, whom he fent out of his own Bofom,
and in all holy converfation and godlinefs, we
may at laft be admitted to the fight and fruition
of his glorious Godbead, to fing Praifes and
Hallelujah's to the blffed Trinity for ever and
ever, Amen,
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S ?\?‘JJ@ Verfe is not to be met within

4larly in the mentioned Alex- .5
' andrine, now in the Hings Li-
brary at St, 7ame’s,brought out of Egypt by G-
rillus Lucari,when he removed from the See of
Alexandria tothe Patriarchate of Conflantinople,
who was firangled by the Zurksin the year
1638, and fent to K.Charles 1. though not fo
antient, | believe, as is pretended, as if it had
been wrote by the hand of Zhecla, an Egyptian
Woman of an honourable Extration, and a
Martyr for the Chriftian Faith, condemned to
the Ampbitheatre under Dioclefian,as Eufebius re-
lates in the Supplement to the Eight Book of
his Ecclefiaftical Hiflory, which is found in fe-
veral Copies,if it be his (cap.3.) before the firft
Council of Nice,which is barely faid and con-
jeGtured ; and I fuppofe, that it may be pro-
ved,that the Vatican exemplar is the more Genu-
1 ine

I ,. T_muft be confefled, that this ’é’; A N
£ -~ e A
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Appendis.
| ine of the two,and comes nigher the Original,
‘ It is omitted alfo in an ancient Manufcript in
g the Archives of our Colledg Library,containing
» the New Zeflament entire (except the Apocalyps)
, with the Pfalter and feveral Hymns colletted
l out'of the Old Teftament, the words 15 y3 be-
3 ing allo wanting in the eight verfe,and in feve-
| /} . ral o.hers. Upon this the Enemies of this Do-
25

&rine criumph and bols boldly pretend, thatic was
‘ not ,»/Me% ,,/,/ ot Mﬂnferrcd __yw[thatbﬂchks :Thus to mention on-
[ ty one for all, Socinus himfelf in his Commen-
] tary on thefe words—Satis conflat illa effe A-
!, dulterina,<s ab bon.inibus, qui funm dogma de tri-

no (s uno Deo quiicung ratione defendere {9 propa-
gore volebant, in bunc locum infaréta, Butlet the
appeal lye to any indifferent Perfon, which is
moft likely, that thofe, who profefled their be-
liet of this Dottrine, which was'grounded too
upon f{everal other Texts of Scripture,and was
derived down to themi from the firlt Ages of
the Church,and which they contended for with
fo much earneftnefs, thould without any ne-
ceflicy dare commic, fuch a Forgerie, which
could not but be taken notice of by their

by

watchful Enemies, or that this fhould be done

r

Appendia, 59 /4 7 ¢ .
by the Oppofers of this Doffrine,who were ar- ¢ . . s,z
raigned in generalby all the Catholick Writers, % - e Fr?
who had to do with them, as falfifiers of the /,4 e
facred Records, and were fo much concern’d |
to doit in defence of their private tenets and -
fancies, and efpecially to raze this Text, with |
which they were {o opprefled,out of feveral Co-
pics, from which by Tranfcripts it might eafi-
ly be propagated into others:And confequent-
ly it is not to be admired, that feveral of the ‘f
Fathers, nonot Athanafins himfelf, nor Cyrilof
Alexandria, nor St:Hilary, who defended with ,,{
fo much learning the truth of this great Mye- (/ fg o
ry,did not make ufe of this Teftimony, they ..
llghtmg upon fome of thefe Tran(cripts; wlnch ;j" ,”:ﬂﬁf o ey
is to bc faid alfo fox S, Austin, in his Book 3.¢:5
Cbap 22, agam{’c Maximinus an Arian Bifhop,
for St.Leo in his Epiftle to Flavian Bithop of
Constantingple, againt the Herclie of Eutyches,
Ep.vo. Cap.s. for Eucherius de questionibus N} 6.1 %
Zeftamenti, and for Oecumenius in his Commen.. " gt
tary on this Epiftle, and feveral others, The i / o~
fame reafon holds for the omiflion of it in theM ‘

ey
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'A}Pendz'x.
is moft probable, were made long fince the
times of Arius,notwithftanding the pretenfions
of fome to a far greater Antiquity, the laft is
confelledly of alater Dare, The f{carcity of Co-
pies in thofe days, and the malitious induftry
and cunning of the Hereticks render the conje-
&ure fufficiently probable, if no Copy were
to be found with this Verfe entire, and that we
had only the authority of fome of &:c Antients,
who cite it as authentick,as having met with it

Appendix. ‘ 41

the whole feventh Verfe,as we now read it,and
the eight Verfe, the latter part thus altered, 2
leds dow o pagrvgdiles év 15 ¥4, Tretue,
"Y&wg,ty” Aipsa i Ty paglueios Ty dvbewmws.
I fhall lay no ftrefs upon two Writings,which
pals under the name of Atbanafius, where this
Verfeis cited, becaufe it is not to be met with
in thofe larger works of his,whichareacknow-
ledged genuine, the one js an account of a dif-
putation,according to the title;had with drius

J VG VO &t
4

iw;e; but the title is faulty,as fg, e

appears from the Difcourfe i felf; nor was A-/;ff;fj ’Kj“:j‘,

riws the Perfon difputed with there, but one of | ¢z, " g vk

his followers ; and the reafon of the mifteke of 4 7+~ g

the title may be afcrib'd to an ignorant Libra- /.

riws,putting down Arius for Arianus, and the

Dialogue not real,but fuppofed,as was ufual a-

mongft the Fathers, introducing the Hereticks

pleading their Caufe,and the Orthodox refuting

their Cavils and defending the Truth, And if

this may pafs for likely, there can be nogreat

reafon to {ufpe& the Authenticalnefs of it, the

@ words are, medg 8% TETAUG Moty Twdvwng ) el

met witha Manufcript inEngland, which he Qdoxet ®y01 TAC TO €9 el Theotherisina '7

calls by the name of Codex Britanicus, which had Book extant only in Latine ¢*lib, 1. de unita 72 ¢
the Deitate

| %’ w7 ny mo intheir Books, The Divines of Lova_igir}_ﬁgug-
| ting the N.7. with a great number of Latin Co-
| p-iégsjbﬁhd it only wanting in five. R, Stepha-
am in his Bdition of the N.7._had the ufe of

T" fifteen or fixteen old Greek MSS. above half of -

l; which retain’d it, So the Edition of the N.7.
?' at Complutum compared with antient M58.prin-
, ted in-the beginning of the Reftauration of Po-
lite Literature in Chriftendome, at the expences
of the great Cardinal Xmenes,only with this va-
/ riatien, 7 Teds dot o paeTughilec év 16 sex-
13, o [Teeries 0 Aby@s 1o cbysov Tlvebpane 52
Tedic dig W & dot. Thus Erafnus confefles he
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Appeudix,

Deitate Trinitatis ad Theopbilum, dicente Foanne
Lvaﬂvd/ﬁu in Epifiol.i fuua, tres funtyqui teflimoni-
dicunt in Clo, Pater (o Verbum, & Spiritus.
But rhis plece 1 conicfb, isvery Ju[’fly rejetted

as none of [ his,though perc chance wrote not ma-

ny ycars ars after his time, St. C}pﬂan who (uffered
Martyrdome about the year of Ch. 258.Galienus

and his Son Valerianus being then Emperours,
about fixty years before the calling of the Coun-
¢il of Nice,in his book de unitate Ecclefie Catho-
lica,cites this Text exprefly,as found in the Co-
pies of his time : — Dicit Dominus, Ego (st Pater
unum [umns, o iterum de Patre & Filio ¢ Spi-
ritu Sanéto, ¢ bi Tresunum funt. 1t is notany
way material to the defign and purpofe of this
Scholion to inquire, in what fenfe St, Cyprian
underftood thefe words, but only to vindicare
the antiquity of the Copies, that retained this
reading, though 1t mighe eafily be proved that
it wasa thing ufual with the Fathers, as noone
can be ignorant,who has turn’d over their Wri-
- places of 5ulptmes fomc-

but by way of accomodation, Which teftimo-
ny is fo clear and convincing that Sandius in
his

Ap pc’llc/i'x;
his Appendix quaflionum Paradoxarum,ules ail his
art and skill to avoid the force of it,by preten-
ding,that feveral things have been changed,ad-
ded,taken away, and {ome other way varied in

 the Epifile,as appears by the oblervation of Pof-

fevinus,who took the pains to compare the prin-
ted Copies with four M5S, and the acknow-
ledgment of others,Perkins, Fames, and Rivet -
from which premifes he concludes very boldly
upon a meer pofiibility,that this place was ne-
ver cited by that bleffed Martyr,but put in by
fome body elfe ; Quan facileitag; etiam hic locus
interferi potuit ab bis,qui non exborruerunt facras li-
teras corrumpere propter metumn Hereticorum, Buc
firft this is barely faid without the leaft proof,
and without the authority of any M5.Secondly
neither Pamelius nor Rigaltius,nor any other,as
1 know of,who put forth St.Cyprian,make men-
tion of any various reading in this place,all a-
greeing in it. Now that this Epiftle is St.Cy-
prians is undoubted:St Cyprian himfclf referring
to it,and that the reading is the fame now,as ic
was in the old Copies written above elcven
hundred and forty years age,appears fromFul-
gentius,who not only cites this feventh verfe in

his
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Appendix.

p. 77 hisbook de fide Catholici aﬁvérﬁu r intam Epif-
e copum Arianum,in his tc[’nmon.lcs del) rtm?ate,and
in his boolt de Trinitate ad Felicem Mtar;u:rz,c.d,.
which thus begins, En babes in brevi alium eﬂ.?a
' Patrem,alium Filium,alium Spiritum fanélum, ali-
| wn (& alum in perfondsnon aliud & aliud in natu-
ra 3 {9 idcirco ego,inquit, & pater unum fumius 5 u-
num, ad naturam referre nos doceﬂs,ﬁfmus? ad per-
fonas < fuviiliter & illud. Tresfunt, inquit.qui te-
flimonium dicunt in Celo,Pater Verbum o SPtrltmj?v
L <o bi tres unum funt.  Audiat Sabellius, furmus:
| audiat tres : ¢ credat ¢ffe tres pe)ﬁnm,d?' aon (a-
crilego corde blafphemet dicendo,ipfum Jibi effe Pa-
i - trem,ipfiom fibi Filiumipfum [ibi S?trttum fanElum,
| tanquam modo quodam feipfum gignat, aut modo
quodam a feipfo ipfe procedat, cum boc etiam in na-
? turis creatis minime inveniri poffitut aliqum_’ [eip-
fum gignere valeat. Audiat feilicet & Avius u-
‘ num g non differentis filium dicat ffe natura;cum
-! (o) poson ox Edtione Thoaphiti Ronaudi, TIALUT@ diverfa umum dici ne-
l
)

}M,’»’f. Y ;:,Cﬁhr’.f,77ﬁfl:¢;:i;:'“&.‘::i[hfff.; weat,  but cites this very
ll)"li'u- wlich inuke up tebopeas /:.-»ﬁ,_ place Of St.qypfiﬂﬂ, il‘l hls
boolk contra objectiones Arianorum,in his anfwer
to the tenth or laft objetion, His words are

r. w1 thefe,In Patre & Fulio Spiritu fantlo unitatem

Jub-~

Appendix.

" fubStantia accipimus,perfonas confundere non audemas
beatus enim Jobannes ApoStolus tefiatur dicenstres funt,
qui teflimonium perbibent in Ceelo,Pater Verbuin { Spi-
rituslor bi tres unumfunt Quod etiam beatiffimus Mar -
tyr Cyprianus in Epifloli de unitat: Ecclefia confitetur ,
dicens,qui pacem Chrifti & concordiam rumpit,adverfus
Chriftum facit:qui alibi prater Ecclefiam colligit,Chrift
Ecclefiam fpargit. Asgsnt unamEcclefiam unius Dei effe
wmonSkraret,bac confefiim teflimonia de Scripturi inferu-
it,dicit Dominus,Ego (o Pater unum fumus,Gr iterum,
de Patre {o Filio & Spiritu fanflo feriptum eft, dor bi
tres wnum funt, 1f it be faid,that St.Gyprian cited only
the latcer part of the 8.2, where the wulgar Latine
has thofe very words, ¢ bi tres unum funt ® and

that thus Facundus, Epifcopus Hermianenfis, in the
time of Fustinian, to whom he dedicates his book,
which he wrote pro defenfione trium capitulorum Con-
cilii Chalcedonenfis, feems to underftand it, without
taking any notice of the 7.v. citing this place of
St.Cyprianthough by a lapfe of his memory he faies

65
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ex Edit, 1.5ir~

mondi Parifis
1629,

it is to be found in Epifloli frve libro,quem de Trini- -

tate feripfit : Lreply firlt in general that [in] might
cafily beleft out by the ofcitancy of the Librarii,
not to fay,razed out by the Hereticks ; the Syriack
Interpreter reading in his Greek Copy,what we find in

K ours,




Appendix.
oura,as tothe latter part,; o weel i 1o & biriand’
accordingly tranflating it {0,¢ tres funt tefles, Spiri-
tus & AqualoSanguis(o bi tres in uno funt v+~ Be-
chad,and fo the Arabick Interpreter dal, & in uno,
only the Athigpick conforming to the prefent read-
ing ofthe wulgar Latine, But what will they fay to
the Alexandrine MS. which they fo much adore,
which has the fame reading,éri%esis &ios o paeeglu-
eByreg,Ts Tvet e, T S wenty 70 ety 1y o Tl
41 75 & 4y 3 which are the words alfo of our MS.
foin the Copies,which O¢cumentus followed ileels
Lot b1 ptgTUEEYTECSTO TVeb ety 7 B8ty O 'c'ft-
pacety o Jgeic g To & Eiaw, St.Hierom's tranflation
leaves out in the 8.v.¢ bitres unum or in unum funt,
and fo the Greck of Arias Montanus,and the Complu-
tenfian Editionsin the Margin of which later it is no-
ted that Aquinas in the expofition of the fecond de-
cretal de fumma Trinitate againft Abbot }’oacbi{rl,who
perverfely interpreting the end of the 7,v.0f the u-
nity of will and confent,alledges the end of the 8.2.
for his authority and juftification, had made this
obfervation,fed hoc in weris exemplaribus non habetur,
Jed dicitur ffe appofirum ab Herericis Arianis ad perver-
sendum  intelle6tum [anum auStoritatis pramiff de u-
nitate effentice trium perfonarum, 1fuppofe the great

refpett
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refpedt Aquinas had for the wulgar Latinmade him
rather {ufpeét the whole to be added,than that it was
ill cranflated,which he would eafily have acknow-
ledged,had he confulted any Gr.MS. But this kind
of learning they were not acquainted with in that
Age of Scholaftical ignorance and barbaroufnefs.
Secondly,as they take it for granted,that this was
the reading of the wulgar Latine at that time,{o they
more vainly and weakly fuppofe, thac St.Cyprian
made ufe of the fame vulgar Latineedition,the con-
trary of which appears-in feveral of his citations,
and it is more likely, that he might tranflate fo lite-
rally the latter part of the 7.v,and not ac all regard
the 8.z.0r the vulgar tranflation, and fo it appears
from the teftimony of Fulgentius,cited above, that
he under(tqod it. »

Afterward when feveral,out of an evil defign to
overthrow the Ayfleryof the moft bleffed and ado-
rable Zrinity, omitted in their tranflations of the
Seriptures into the Latin Tongue this Verfe (aliber-
ty which,it feems,tvery Pretender almoft made ufe
of,and it may well be {ufpetted, chac an drian then,
as a Socinian now,in his tranflation would be over-
favourable to his ewn opinions,by leaving outand
putting in what might make for them,and accor-

K 2 dingly

P N
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dingly incerpreting what was retained to their beft

(a) Thi Pre- aclvantage : () St,Hierome in his preface to the Ca-
ace 18 print-

ed in ab ol nonical Epifiles.vindicates the antient reading, and
editionof the 77 . A )
.2 it e laics open the bafenefs and perﬁd!oufnefs of thefe
interlineary .
Glofy, and 1 men. | (hall here put down the whole Preface; Non
nd It 1 o
o MSS 5 i inteoré (api ;
vesl 35 ita ordo et apud Gracos, quiintegré fapiunt, (o fidem

sadleyin . yoflam febtantur Epiftolarum feptem,qua Canonica nun-

a
our own Co.

ledg Zikrar ' c e . ; . . , R
g tibey - cupantur ficut in Latinis codicibus invenitur:Quod quia

Cutholick Epi- i j } .
cubalick Eric Petrus primus ¢S in nunero Apofiolorum.prime funt e

wewdly Sc tigm gjus Epiftoliesin ordine caterarumfed icut Eyan-

Hierom's and

gf:“‘i’,,'ﬂﬁ. gelistas dudim ad veritatis lineam correximus, ita has

knowledg’d proprio ordini Deo juvante reddidimus. Eftenimn prina

as fuch, both

by, Erafrus garum una Facobi,dus Petrido tres Jobannisto Fude

and Socinui,

{l;?;:::c‘.,lc{)y (Ew- uﬂa:Qytf /i (icut’ ab els dlgeﬂdﬁmt,‘lia quoq; ab Iﬂte?'.

rofimis inbie presibus fidelitér in Latinum verterentur eloquium,nec

mam's  ambiguitatem logentibus facerent,nec fermonum fefe va-
fil rietas impugnaret, illo precipué loco,ubi de unitate 7ri-
nitatis in prima Jobannis Epiflola pofitum legimus, in

qué etiam ab infidelibus tranflatoribus,multum err atun:

effe 4 fidei weritate comperimus ; triatantummods voca-

bula,boc eft,aquee fanguinis (o [piritusin ipfd fud editi-

one ponentibus Lo Patris verbiqy ac [piritiis teflimonium
omittentibus,in quo maximé (& fides Catholica roboratur,

(o' patris ac filii ac Spiritiss fanchi una divinitatis fub-

flantia comprobatur, In caseris vero Epistolis,quantum

L
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a nofira aliorum differt editio 5 Le&oris prudentia dere
linquo. Sed tuVirgo Christi,Euflochium,dum a me im-
penfius Scriptura veritatem inquitis,meam quodammo-
do feneEtutem invidorum dentibus corradendam exponis,
qui me folfarium corruptoremgqs; facrarum Scripturaruin
pronunciant. Sedego in tali opere nec #mulorum meo-
Tum invidentiam pertimefco,nec {aniie Scriptura veri-
tatem pofcentitus denegabo. Erafinus and Socinus are
fo urged with this teftimony of Sc. Hierome,that they
are forced to make ufeof very pitiful and dil-in-
genuous arguments to invalidate it.Socinus h.d faid
before —fortaffe ante Hieronymum wix ullus inveni-
etur,, qui teStimonium ifiud boc in locoplané agnoverit,
the falfity of which conjetture,however fo warily
laid down,has been difproved;hereby craftily con-
cealing the citation out of St.Cyprian,he very bold-
ly accufes St. Hierome of Forgery, who having got
a Copy or Copies,in which this verfe was added,

adwerfus fidem aliorum omnium exemplarium, tam La-
tinorum,quam Gr &corum,JeStionem particule iftins tan-

quam germanam defendere < promovere cagpit,conque-

rens publicé eam culpa (o fraude hereticorum abrafam

a vulgatis codicibus fuiffe. But St Higrome has {uffi-

ciently confuted the falfencfs and boldnefs of this

Gavil, He wasuled tothis kind of language, asif

he
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he had corrapted the Scriptures,but he was no way
moved by it;though this accufation of thofe of his
own time perchance may not fo much be referr’d
to this place,asto his tranflation in general,and may
proceed not fo much from heretical malice and
pravity,as envy of feveral of his contemporaries,
who wece orthodox in the faith,but were no friends
to his new tranflation.He charges the omiffion up-
on thefe unfaithfisl Tranflators (quettionlefs Sabelli:
ans and Arians) and upbraids them with it as 2
thing manifelt and notorious, and eafily demon-
frrablesand certainly he would not have made him-
felf fo obnoxious,unlefs he had grounded his con-
fidence upon the authority of feveral Greek Copies:
with.what little pretence of reafon therefore Eraf-
mus and Socinus fancy St.Hierome to have changed
the publick and common reading, let any indiffe-
rent perfon judge. But fuppofing that the Copies.
of thofe times varied, which Erafinus grants (and
therefore St.Hierome is mofk falfely and unjultly ac-
culed by Socinus to have been the author of chis in-

‘terpolation)He enquires,guonam arguimnento docet u-

“trum fit reClius,utrumve feriptum fit ab Apoflolo, pree-
fertim cum quod reprebendit, tum baberet publicus ufus

Ecclefia? To this it may be anfwered, 1.thac fome

vitia-
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vitiated and defe&ive Copies,ought not to preju-
dice the authority of entire and better Copies,whe-
ther Latin or Greek. 2. that St.Hierome had reafon
to prefer and vindicate that reading, which gives
fuch an evident proof of this great Article of the
Chriftian Religion,agrecable to the déirine of the Ca-
tholick Church,derived down to them by an univerfal
Zraditionand acknowledged as fuch,by all,except-
ing a few,whom either difcontent,or prideand con-
ceitednefs of their own parts,and 2 love of innova-
tion and of being the author of a Set,had drawn
into the contrary heretical opinion, Befides, his
words are fo clear,that one might juftly wonder,
that Erafinus thould pretend any difficulty or per-
plex fenfe in them,as he does in his,non fatis video,

* quid fibi-velit hoc Joco Hieronymus ; but that we have

too juft caufe to fufpetthow that grear Scholar was
biaft and perverted in his judgment, concerning
thofe greac myfteries of Faithsthough le is fo wary
and cunning, as not to difcover himfelf too open-
ly.He indeed is forced to confefs the nature of the
Father, Sonand Holy Ghoft to be imple and undi-
vided, and the effence the fame, though he is pe-
remptory,that it cannot be proved from this Text,
conflas hic agi de fide teStimonii, non de fubflantia per-

fonayum,
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onarum herein followed by~ Beza,and with a great
deal of ceremony confeffes it to be pious to fub-
mit our underftanding to the judgment of the
Church as foon as the fhall declare herfelf (as cer-
tainly the has done inthis in her publick Creeds,to
the great thame and conviftion of Hereticks,who
reje&t her authority)) yet fill for all this demure.
nefs,he pleads for a liberty of interpreting Seripture,
as if the truth were not yet wholly reveal’d and the
Church mighe err in her declarations, nec interim ne-
fas ek citra contentionem fcrutari verum, ut Deus aliis
alia patefecit (which is alfo the pretence of Socinus
and his followers :) and accordingly he interprets
feveral places of Scripture in favour of Arius and the
other Hereticks,and particularly this,cum totus locus
it obfeurns, non poteft admodum valere ad revincendos
Hereticos (the fame pretence beingmade ufe of for
all places,though never fo plain)and endeavours o
elude the force of that famous place in 17im.3.16.
by expunging the word @sdg, as much as in him
lies,that is, by pretending it was added by the 4-
rian Hercticks.So that we need the lefs valuethe cen-
fure he pafles upon S.Hierome in this matter,where
nothing but pure zeal for the truths of God could
make him (o concern’d and fervent_—I/le fiepe nu-

mero
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ero violentus eS? parumg; pudens.fxpe varius parung;
Jibi conflans, , ’
Hacius Clarus a Spanifh Bifbep, who died about
the year 388t what time the elder Zheadffus and
Valentinian were Emperours, cites both verfes
though asto their order tranfpofed,and with a lit-’
tl'e alteration, in his book againft Varimadus an 4.
rian De;acon,rgﬂ:onﬁane 3.—ltem ipfe (i.e. Fobannes E.- 1om.4. sitti-
vangelifia,whofe Gofpel he had juft before cited) ad P
Parthos, tres funt, inquit, qui teflimonium perbibent in e
terrd, Aqua, Sanguis (> Carods tres in nobis funt : &
res funt,qui teStimonium perbibent in celo, Pater,Ver-

"+ bum (o Spiritus,e bi tres unum funtywhich very cita-

tion is made ufe of;as being borrowed hence,by the
author of the colle@ions of the decretal Epiftles
which beyond all doubt are proved to be counter..
feit@and fuppofititious,in the 1 Epiftle of Hyginus, () confute z:
and by this isto be corretted, fem ipfe ad Parthos, oo
tres funt,qui teSimonium perbibent in terram,Aqua,S zm: Sl s
guin & Caro;¢s: tres in mobis funt,qui teflimonium per-. chr.résigos
hibent in celo,Pater, Verbum, (o Spiritus o bi tres u.
num funt, There is like variety of reading in both
»:erl'cf in feveral old Copies,fome leaving out ¢y
Seavaand Jh 13 yiic or 9 yothers rccaininé
them: For this [in terra"} Socinus confefles to be

L

found




Appendix.
found in quibufdam enendatis exemplaribus, though
that we may gain nothing by this confeffion,he te.lls
us immediately after,it is not exeant in emendatio-
nibus, Tomighe eafily be forefeen that if either had
been left,and particularly this lattersthe one would
have infer'd the other jultly and neceffarily, and
therefore it cannor feem ftrange,if the firft corrup-
ters of this Scripture,to make all fure,and to rend-
er their falfe and perfidious dealing the more un-
fulpedted,omitted both ; fo too in that antient M_S.
Grotius made ufe of though he gives us no proofof
its antiquity in that place , and {uppofe it were
written a thoufand years fince, we are not to be
fwayed by it,as if it were authenticl,omi Teds dow os
PRyas oteTUgE1ES TO [Tye sty 70 98wg ) 70 LA and
' no more,who (llCrCllp_g_lng'QlQ&_}Eggjhefe words #y

wp  epinies

L Eyy 3 e R g dy dloiWith the former verfe o have been

et/ j added by the Ariansto prove the fatker,fonand boly
4 ALY baft, to be onein confent only,but afterwards re-

5

[ e

£ = ““Fmoved and altered by the Cathohcks,and added to

S g T g T g ET T
77" e former verfe, which is faid without any the.

w75 eaft pioof either from J;C}}@pﬂ_gggl}!!ﬂl}ljl_g' , and
fias nothing to maintain the fancy, but the greac

¥ I appendice name lehe AUIh_Ql’ of YF.

Jaterpretation -
mm rmadr T hae which * Sandius and feveral others allege
\ in
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in the firft place, that eo omiffo meliorem ¢fe verbo- WZ’Z ,,‘;Zz'

ram connexionem, the connexion is far better, if the 247 >/«

7.v. were omiteed, and chat therefore icought €0 /.2 <777
be fo;and was antiently omitted ; if the l"ugpoﬁtjon::,}ﬂ’ /;,{.7/-
were true, is not only vain and frivolous, but very; s« K ‘v.-i,z o
— Sl B -— . = — ,4 e §o: .
bold and immodeft to ty the fpirit of Godto {uch ;”Lg e G A
awiy of writing, as pleafes their_humours and~ et
fancies beft, and favours moft of humane ar-
e .

tifice, and by the fame argument they may rejeét

not only verfes,but whole chapters in the A.7. for

the meannefs and inaccuracy of the ftile, and the

feeming carelefnefs of the method, which is notal-

ways conformable to the rules of the Gr.eloguence.

\

. 2. Indignum eft fummo Deo ¢ffe telem, inia coram quo ~ o,

judice teflis foret 2 isa oroundlefs and bold cavilsfor <. #:.2- k
this witneffing is nothing elfe but the declaration of «/ neis.t 4 gei
God'to mankind by evident figns and tokens con- 38, 1 e e
cerning our Savigurs being the true Meffias, and of #4712 70 5k
his being born in the fleth.and that he came fromAs caros 477
him. This God has attelted and fufficiencly made
krown to the World, and in this {enfe the Word
often occurs in the Seriptures, without the lealt in-

dignity offered to the Divine Nature. The only pre- L (4

- tence he has for his fancy is a bafe and unworthy L

comparifon he conceives in his mind between Geds
L 2 keing
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being a witnefs, and mans being a withefs in our
Courts of Judicature, forgetting the gemaine and -
Ly e vy eafic finfe of the word, as 1 have aboye'exprefled
?i;’j‘,f Ait. 2. That it is highly probable that this verfe was b

infer red by a Sabellian , the contrary whereof is

moik true, 4. Thatin feveral MSS, and Editions of

modex n languages, there isa tranfpofition of thele

two verles. The fame before was acknowledged ro

be Tound 1n fome Greek copies,which no way proves

) the pretended interpolation, but only thatantient
285 1T 17 eopies do not all agree. 5. That this v. does very

‘f’ ,”;1 m,_" highly favour the Arians, buc this is fuch a ftrain

i L,Loﬂw a4 L"’*&’oﬂ?fn”(?)-':_t_h;tTl?: may as well allege the firft words .
‘ of tEe Booko Ceneﬁ:_to ) prove Arzﬂatles opinion |

of the etermty of the World. 1f men out of a pre- ,‘

judicate opinion, ‘againft the doftrine of the Ca- .
tholick Church, allow themfelves to interpret Scri-
* pture according to their own fancies, it" cannot
feem ftrange to any, that they thould goabout to
prove and juftifie their blafphemies from .the
plaineft texts of Seripture, that in the judgment of
all fober perfons, who are frec from thofe prejudi- |
ces, domoft evidently refute them, }
| /
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