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SERMON

Preached before‘a

Lea,rncd Audicnce."

 TIM. 111, the former part of the 16. verfe.

e——Without Controverfic greas is the Myftery of
Godlines.

2% O W much the Doftrine of
Chriftianity teads to the im-
provement of Reafon and
Learning,how it has brought
into the World a better and
more certain knowledg of God and of our
felves, how it has advanced the common no-
tices of nature, and has chafed away with the

clear evidences of its truth thofe thick thades
B of
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T be Credibility of the Myfleries
of error, that had darkned the underftanding,
and has removed all thofe prejudices, thac
were taken up from fenfe and a very partial
and deceitful obfervation of things, may b:
fully demonftrated by comparing the former
eftate of  Mankind,before the coming of Chrift
in the flefh, wich the prefent, wherever it is
received inits truth and power,  Men before
were led by opinion and conjecture and fancy
only, as tomatters of ‘Religion and the cone
cerns of another World ; They had fears up-
on them indeed of a divine juftice,that would
revenge the violation of the law of nature ei-
ther here or hereafter ; and a refletion upon

the ftrange traverfes and difficuities of life

had taught them to expeft another life after
this : but their eyes were dim however, and
they could not fee far into futurity ; they
could have no clear deduttions of particular
truths for want of a right knowledg of true
and certain principles : hence it was, that
they were {o inconftant and wavering, and
knew not well where or what to fix cn.  But

Chrift by his appearance and manifefting the

rmie Will of God to us,bath brought life and immorta-
lity

of the Cbriftian Religion. ,
lity to light through the Gofpel, and chnldxen and
perfons of an ordinary reach and capacity
may now eafily apprehend thofe things, that
is, in referenceto God and hisattributes, the
mifery we are in by fin, the meansof our re-
covery from this woful eftate of life, the im-
mortality of the Soul, and the like; which
before thofe great Philofophers, notwnthﬂandmg
all their vauntsand quefts after learning, not-
withftanding they fet up Schools and were am-
bitious to give names to Sedts, had but a very
imperfe&t knowledg of.

- But while thefe truths were received by
thofe, that were willing to be taught, and to
fubmit themfelves to the ditates of reafon,
and convi&ions of miracles,” which were ad-
ded to give all poflible fatisfaction to the un-
derftanding, others, who were refolv’d before
hand not to ‘be convinced, who had rather
remain in their ignorance and idolatry and
their fins,rhen be converted toa new Religion,
and reduced to fuch ftriétnels of life, as that
requires,from their debaucheries and brutith
pleafures, who had rather “fall down before a
Statue or a Pi&ure, becaule their Fathers had

Bz done
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The C;re(libilft)) of 1he MyfFeries

done fo before them, and becaufe it was the

eftablithed Religion of their Country, than
acknowledg and adore a Crucified Saviour, re-
jeft it upon the account of the Myfteries of
“Faith, without ever examining the weight of
thearguments, that would have enforced them
upon their belief : They could not in the mean
while but acknowledg the happy and glorious
change, that Christianity had wrought in the
World, how much it exceeds and goes beyond
all the moralicy of the wifeft and beft Lawgi-
vers and Founders of Republicks,how it not
only laies down rules for the righe ordering
of life, but furnifhes its voraries With 2 pow-
er to pradife them ; not only thews us 2 way
rowalk in, but rakes usby the hand and leads

us init + but the difficulties, it feems, that ‘

are to be met with in conceiving fome of its
myferies, offended them,  This was their
pretence and their plea for their infidelity 5
they would have demonftration for every

thing, they would be taught and convinced.

by Syllogifm, their Pride and their Self-con-
ceit and the opinion they had of their own

learning would not permit them to believe.
They

of the Chriftian Religion.
They made their underftanding the meafure of
all truth, and what did not fuit with thofe nar-
row and low principles they had talen up,was
fcornfully rejected by chemy, 7he fews,(aies the
Apofile, 1 Cor.1.22,23. require 2 Sign, and the
Greeks feek after Wifdom ; but we preach Chrift cru-
cified, unto the Fews @ flumbling-block, and to the
Greeks foolifbnef3. But how irrational was the
demand of both ? for what greater fign could
there be tothe e, than the fulfilling of all the
Prophefies in the perfon of Chrifl, even to the

minute circum{tances of his life and death,and

thofe mighty miracles that fbewed forth themfelves

in bim 2 what greater wifdom could the Philo-
fophers pretend to or defire, than the wifdom of
God in ampflery, as it is called, 1 Cor. 12.7.
than thofe clear difcoveries of the divine na-
tureand the effential perfeftions of the God-
bead,than the admirable contrivances of there-
demption of mankind by the fufferings and
death of Chrifl, the Son of God, than the ways
and means of recovering the dignity of our
nature,and of living here like men,,and of li-
ving hereafter like Angels ? Such a wifdom,as
will not only gratifie our earneft defires and
pur(uice




& The Credibility of the MySteries

purfuics after knowledg, bur will make s hap-

Py too for ever,
could not endur:

() Thus Eufidine fums them upin
generaljic being the common argumern:t
of the Hewben phitsf phivs ag.in® the
Cariftiunveligion --& yriciaiqubs myes
§fva Abyoy droal iy, 4 byo 5 icqd
dvefldsn awyrnladis! s ¢ weson fom
& & uspies 7o hEar xueny Yodhfipe-
a9 pndiy pdonoylcs Puindy Smdeltzamg
Shagids mcbydv Tenumptoy S &y s §-
7oy feophiots dandeiey, wled B wooy
@esaidv aE1Sy s aegatoylas, mie’ §
g msks xonudlilly,  dreite adpiy x)
aBa(ariss miszas. p-a.Parifiis, A4.C.
1628, '

(b) Thewords of cel5r, aswe find
them,in Origens firft book againft thar
Epicurcan Philofopher , are thefe—
Thvas i Lunolies Hfsa i aeuBdvdy
Aboyoy megd Sy mseda, XPIR T,
Hgirule,dane misdiooy, o) 4 wists 0% ono
el o8, % ooty dumns Abyqy, nawdy i &y

wipg owple, diatoy o wogfas
p-8. edir.Centubiln this latrer part he al-
ludes to S, Pauls words,: Core3.18.which
he moft hor1ibly and malicioufly per-
vertsasOrigen thews p.12.He had before,
‘out of his great Fhilofophics! warinefs,
advifed hisreaders not to take np opi-
nions upon truft,without following rea-
fon and a rational guide, which he im.
putes to the Chrifiians,and reckonschem
among the G dabjos mesdorTas wn
Tesyvsleus o) Teelomimors , &c.
Juch as vaffly belivve fuglers and pretenders
%8 Legevdemain tricks, whofe creditliry and
JSimplicity they alufs i evil defigns and ine
tentss Soin the third book,he moft falfly
accufes the whole budy of Chriftians,

Their weak and blear eyes

¢ fuch a great light thac

brake in  upon them,
and therefore they were
defirous to  retire into
the fhade. They could
not  fully conceive and
comprehend . them, they
feemed therefore  foolifth
and  impoffible notions ,
that were owing wholly 'to
an ungovern'd imaginati-
on. And hereupon @ they
proceed to calumniate the
Chriftians as a company of
well-meaning and  honeft
and good-natur'd, but very
fimple and over-creduloys
people, who took all things
upon truft, without enqui-
ring into their truch, and
certainty 3 for fuch were
the  flanderous  accy-
fations  of - @ Celfis

> Lucian,

i of the Chriffian Religion. 7

< Lucian, and D Hierocls,
and the reft of the learned
enemieg of the Chriftian Re-
ligion.  They upbraided the
Chriflians of their times,
with whomthey converfed,
in their writings ‘and in
their difcourfes, that they
received all dAoyw mick
#y dve&élasw cvyrdlaSica,
with an irrational Faith and
an hasly offent, paft without

w5 muyin 0 gopdy amaanvhyoy 53 ah.
. ~

ye T wisews dila, pires dibilss s
avdeamodid|s kani]w a5 di iing aveay
cvery wife man from ihe d: &rine of faith,
and only edwmisting perfens woid of undey-
Starding,andof abafe and [irviic temper,
Pei2le ‘ . )

(¢) Demorte Peregrind, fpecking of the
Chriftians, whem he makes a comijany of
idiots,eafily cheated—- 21, Trds -
xp1 8¢ misews 0 Toiiirm mupgdeEdper.

(d) n Exfebins,in the coufutarion of
his impious bocok (which he intitl’d
Quahn®ne) whercin ke compared Apese
fonins 0 Tyunr 10 our moft bleffid Suv.~
our, where he objedts to the Chrjiians
~-wvpbmla Ky Suxtedar-- lighinefs and ea.
fnef5 f naturey p. 512, and calls thern
-- paopls % B:Benornyldss-- fools and
rufiicks 1514, edit, Parvis: in fine libro-
rum de dimanﬁraliozeE'vmrgellrm

any examinationthat they could bring no proof
or demonftracive argument of what they heid
fo pertinacioufly, that nothing was required
to make a Chriflian a Believer, as they ufed to
fpeak by way of Scorn, but dreir@- ) d-
Baodric@e misis, an unjudicious and ground/sfs
Faith; yes certainly, 2 good life and a fanéhi-
fied underftanding, and-an humble opinion of
a mans felf. But thefe-are but words,and men
are not to be laughed and rallied out of their
faith and a well-grounded perfwafion; there
is nothing of argument in fcorn and paflion ;
they only thew the weaknefs of the caufe,and

the




The Credibility of the Myfteries
want of reafon in thofe, who make ufe of
them,

at now after fo many myriads of Con-
verts to the Chriflian F sithafter the atteftation
and confent of io many ages, who have exa-
mined feverely the principles, on which it is
founded, who would expedt that any one
fhould dare now toqueftion the truth of it a-
gain, that men who have been baptized into
it, fhould abjure and renounce it, fhould no
longer acknowledg Chrif their Saviour, (hould
deny him to beGod,or that he had any commif-
fion from Heaven to inftitute a new Religion,
fhould a& over the part of the Jews, and ar-
raign the Son of Godas an impoftor, and fide
with the Heathen Philofiphers againft Chriflianity,
as 2 do@trine not to be endured and embraced,
and make ufe of their very arguments for the
defence of their infidelity ? But we know
whence the maliceand the infidelity of thefe
Theifts proceed ; they have abandoned them-
{elves to a wicked life, they are immerfed in
fenfual pleafures, which they make the only
endof life. They are convinced, that Chri-
STianity, whichis a Doirine according to Godli-

ﬂeﬁ

of the Chriftian Religion.

nef3 is not confiftent with fuch practices,which
yet even nature and right reafon utterly con-
demn, .

The Myskeries of Faith do not fo much trou-
ble thefe men,as the feverity of its commands,
Thefe they cannot away with, their lufts help
them to arguments again{t the other, and

they content themfelves with little picces of’

Sophiftry,and think to vindicate theill courfe
of life, they have taken up, this way. Natu-
ral confcience and an ordinary reflexion upon
the works of nature will not permit them, it
may be, to deny aGed), though they live, as
though there were none: They will acknow-
ledg him, it may be tooin a good humour, the
Creatour of the World, but not the Judg and
Governour of it ; they look upon themfelves,
as only born to gratifie their fenfual appe-
tite ; They declare equally for a liberty of
living and thinking as they pleafe. They will
have no reftraint laid upon their underftand-
ing, or their lives, Chrisianity is too ftriét,
and therefore too difficult for them; They
may have the wit perchance, but not the mo-
rality of the Philofophers, whofe very lives not-

: C withftanding
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10 - The Credibility of the Myfteries

* withftanding will condemn them as much as
the Chriflian dolrine, Their evil education
and cuftome and prepoffeflion,thofe great hin-
derances of truth, made their refufing Chri-
[lianity the lefs inexcufable upon the account
of its myfteries, while they acknowledged the
rules and inftitutions of it to be according to
the higheft reafon, and the exalcation of the
humane nature, while thefe men pretend its
myfteries to be therefore incredible, becaufe
the rules of it, which thwart their lufts fo
much, are fo fevere, Little or no good I
know isto be done upon thefe men by perfwa-
fion or argument, of which they are fcarce
capable, who turn all things into Burlefque
and ridicule : They it feems are too witty (for
{o they call their boldnefs and want of judg-
ment) either to underftand or embrace the
principles of Chriftianity ; but their ill lives
Thew, thar were they as clear as the principles
of Geometry, fo long as a firiét and holy life
1s as neceflary and effential to the being of a
Chri§¥ian,as a right and found faith,they would
except and cavil at them, and atlaft rejedt
them ; and if the Gofpelbe hid, be efteemed
| - after

-~

of the Chriftian Religion,
after fo many clear and undoubted revelati-
ons, after fuch evident proofs and conviéli-
ons, an obfcure and incredible dotrine, it s
bid to them that are los}, or rather, v wic
YmoArvpévorg, inthemthat are ISk 5 it is only
fo to fuch defperate and obftinate wretches,
whom reafon it felf cannot fatisfie, in
whom the God of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, leaft the light
of the glorions gofpel of Chrift , who is the
image of God, (bould fbine unto them, 2 Cor,
iv. 3,4+

But thefe are wild and extravagant per-
fons, of debauched underftandings and lives,
and only to be confuted by the feverity of
laws ; and of the two the Chriflian religion
has fuffered more by the fecret underminings
of Hereticks,than by their bold attaques. Thefe
are the more dangerous enemies, who deny
the truths and myfteries of it, upon a pre-
tence of warinefs and caution, and go foberly
about to deflry it.  Bur all their objections,
how plaufible foever, muft at laft refolve into
obftinacy and pride : They fancy things mufk
be, and are, asthey would havethem, or elfe
C 2 they

IT



T be Credibility of the Myferies
they cannot be at all: They vainly fuppofe
themfelves able to fearchinto the depths of all
divine and humane knowledg, and being once
prepoflefled with this conceit, they grow pee-
vith and angry becaufe the Chriflian Religion
propofes things to theis belief, which they
cannot grafp, and are too big for their under-
franding 5 and rather than forego this be-
loved Principle, they will deftroy the Funda-
mentals of Chriflianity, and to apply that of

of theChriftian Religion.
of Religion, and making it the more cafily in-
telligible, to Zurks and Fews, they refilt ic in
the true notien of ir, and corrupe and deltroy
it ; to whom fully agrees that charatter, which
St.Paulgave of the followers of Simon Magus,
2 Zim.iii. 8, KalegpFaeumévor +v5v, ddbui o
wiel ¥ wisw, mendf corrupt minds,and reprobate
concerning thefaith 5 fuch whofe underfrandings
are wholly vitiated and perverted,notwithftan-
ding the great and fierce claims they laid to

knowledg, as if they were the only men, that
underitood the will and mind of Go: fuch who
rejet the eftablifh’d truths of the Gofpel, who
have no regard to the beavenly doGirine of the E-
vangelifis and Apofiles, the truth of which they
fealed and confirmed with their blood ; but do
psbodevayle Aoy 78 Kuely meng leg idias
JhSvulag, to ufe the words of St. ™ Polycarp
in his Epiftle to the Philip- . . . . . ues
pians, that is, by their frau- apsisidias Srvwpbas, 4 xvp wine

e o
dracn(1y pire w4 T, 16 arelo

dulent devices modeltheoracles g e 2.5 o edivi
O_f God ac‘ora’lﬂg ) rbel'r own werendiffimi Uileriiarmachari,

perchance more particularly r

ﬂiﬂa‘es aﬂdluﬁs : who fet up Marcionthe herclickf;‘ for by tha

ke called him to his 1 as we

¥ 1 dpstvactico capes. where he wen- * Tertullian vo them, aifi ho-

;\‘.:;?u [;U;:(ifbec/;f,i?:(gi fr\ou)/fac’:fllelf;‘ mini Dewsplacuerit, Dens non

e e e T o erit, bomo jam Deo propitins ¢ffe

e ettt e vroth crove debebit + Chrift- Thall not be

b e psegstre God, nor fatisfie the divine

sniFraeni fnsthough the Senatewere ror o .

Hioeed toadmic Limintothe nuwber. juftice for the fins of man.
kind, becaufe this feems incongruous to then ;
it is a difficulty, that doth puzzle their un-
derftanding ; it is above the ftrength of their
fancy ; their reafon, they fay, tells them, this
cannot be ;allowing of no {uch thing as faith,
which isthegreatduty of the Gofpel, and for-
getting, that Christianity is, as it is undoubt-
edly, the great myStery of Godlinefs. a new Religion, which the 7o so ot

Thus under a pretence of clearing the truth Catbolick, Church of Chrift never knew or was

of 1C.




T be Credibility of the Myiteries
acquainted with, and endeavour to deftroy
the faith of Chrifiianity, and think in the mean
while they have reafon on their fide for fo do-
ing : and how far by their arts and fubrtilties
and plaufible infinuations, by this their /light
and cunning craﬁmefs, whereby they lie in wait to
deceive (for it is nothing elfe, however blancht
overand difguifed with fhews of fober reafon)
they have prevail'd upon this Age,is too fad to
confider; fo that now it chiefly conserns us to
fecure thc ground-work, the prmaples of the do-
éirine of Chriff,and to oppofe this growing evil,
to watch and fland faft in the faith, and quit our
felves like men, and not tobe Like children, carried
away with every blaft and windof doSirive, and ef-
pecially of the vain doftrine of” Socinus, as it
will appear,when the varnifh and falfe colours
are watht of,but tobe eftablifbt in the truth of the
boly Gofpel, as the Church hath taught us to pray
intie Colledt of this anniverfary of St Mark,

Toevince therefore the unreafonablenefs of
their pretenfions, 1 thall endeavour in the fol-
lowing difcourfeto make out theﬁ: two parti-

culars

- I, Thatthe great myfleries of Religion can-

not

of the Chriftian Religion.
- not, and ought not to be any way prejudi-
cial tothe truth of it.

2, That the Chriflian Religon requires
us to believe thele myfteries, upon fuch
grounds, as we cannor reject, without do-
ing violence to our faculties, and confe-
quently, that the rejelting and disbelieving
them muft be unreafonable,

1. The great myfleries of Religion can-

not and ought not to.be any way prejudici-

al to its truth,

They who find. faule with Cbrzﬁzamty for
propofing fuch great myfteries to our belicfs,
and would have all things {o plain and obvious,
that they fhould command and force affent,
fhould firft trie their reafon in folving the dif-
ficulties of nature ;3 and if notwithftanding all
their labour and toil, after the moft accurate
refearches into the nature of fenfible beings,ot

things that we daily fee and handle, of things

that feem to lie level with our underftanding,
and are no way difproportionable to it,. they
cannot pretend toa perfedt knowledg of them,
if the ordinary operations of nature be foab-

firufe, and unintelligible, and thefe depths are
nat

15
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T'he Credibility of the Myfteries
not to be fathomed, if" her fecrets are beyond
the difcovery of the moft piercing judgment
and reafon ; Religion with greater reafon muft
be allowed to have its myfteries ; there being
fuch avaft difproportion between things rela-
ting to Godand his nature, and the things of
the world:  The contemplation of nacure is
cariousand ufeful ; it is a partof the fervice
and worthip we owe to God the Creatour, to
admire his wifdom and power in the beauriful
frameand order of things,which is beft done
by enquiring ino their nacures and properties,
into their powers and operations and qualities,
by examining the curious contexture and the
fitnefs and ufefulnefs of their parts, and there
1s nothing in the whole univerfe, but dcfei“ves
to be confidered, and very much conduces to
this end. ' '

This is the bufinefs of  Philofophy,and what
contemplative minds labour in the fearch of]
to difcover and make out how things were at
ﬁrf’c made, and are ftill continued iri their be-
ing, and to find our their peculiar virtues,
whereby they produce fuch a variety of effedts,
and how they may be altered or improved for
the

| of the C b}gz:/i‘idn Religion.

the farther ufe and benefit of mankind. No-

thing of which can be effected, atlealt but
very imperfedtly, and in a way fcarce tolera-
ble,by acquiefcing in general obfervations, de-
rived from weak and flight notices, without
defcending to {evere trials and experiments,or
by relying upon the principles of ordinary Phi-
Iofoply, that are confefledly unintelligible, and
which inftead of explaining nature, do but
perplex and confound the underftanding, and
which have nothing to maintain and keep up
their credit, but the authority of anameand
the immoderate love of antiquity. But what-
ever Bypothefis we fix upon, they who have the
deepelt -infight into nature will be forced to
confefs, they fee but a little way, and all that
they can pretend to is but conjecture and pro-
bability, that when they may feemto arrive at
fomefatisfattion in the orderand connexion of

* things, it is very poffible and likely, that

things may be made and exert their caufaliries
otherwife, than they fuppofe, be their fancy

- never fo ingenuous, and their reafon never fo

profound and ftrong (for who will be fo pre-
fumptuous, as to limit either the wifdom or
' D power

_—
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T be Credibility of the Myfteries
powerof God, that he can do no more, or
muft do what they fancy?) that there are thou-
fand: of things, that they cannor give any fa.
tisfaftory account of, and that the more they
feck o comprehend the reafon of things, the
more they are ata lofs, the more they are dif-
farisfied, and the effet of their ftudy is no-
thing bur diforder and trouble of mind.

Now if we are convinced of the weaknefs
and infufficiency of" our reafon in our ordina-
ry fpeculations, if it fails us,when we attempt
to give an account of our felves, and the ope-
ration of our minds, and when we have todo
with plain matters of fenfe, how unficand un.
able muft it be to comprehend and make ouc
things, that ftand at that infinite diftance from
it, to which it bears no proportion ? They
may as well pretend that all thefe great diffi-
culties and perplexities, we meet with in the
conceptions of things, thould be taken away,
that all men ought to be born compleat Philo-
fophers,and be infpir’d with the perfeét know-
ledg of things, which they cannot atainto afs
ter feveral years; fpent in labour and ftudy,chac
nothing fhould exift, but what we can con-

ceive,

of the Chriftian R eligion.
ceive, and that the truth and poﬂibil.ity of
things fhould not derive from the will aqd
pleafure of God, and from that Kea he has in
his divine underftanding, butonly take their
meafures, and be judged by thofe narrow con-
ceptions, we borrow from fenfe, Men are not
to be difputed out of the belief of their fenfes,
that there is no fuch thing as motion, or con-

tinuity of parts in'extended matter,becaufe of -

the great difficulties, that atrend the concepti-
on of them, and things are daily produced af]d
by degrees arriveatthe perfeétion of their be-
ing, and perform ations fuitable to their re-
[petive natures;though Philofophers difagree in
their opinions,and are diffatisfied one with a-
nother,and cannot tell how or in what manner
they doall this, '
2, Thus Nature has its MySkeries;and who wnll‘
undertake to explain Secendly,the Myeries of
Providence, and account for all thofe extraordi-
nary events, which have hapned inall ages of
the world 5 O the depth of the riches botb of the
wfdom and power of God ! how unﬁarc{:able are
bis Fudgments , and bis wayes pas? finding out |
Rom. xi,33. Itis prefumption (0 enquire roo
. - D2 bufily

. '
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T be Credibility of the Myfleries -
bulily into the ends and reafons of God's pro-
ceedingswith men, as well as impiety to find
fault with them,  This thould fatisfie us,thac
God, who is of infinite perfetion, neither does
nor cando any thing, that is unjuft ; - that he
governs the World by an infinite wifdom , that
he permits men to at according to the hberty
of their will5 and that théy ftand accountable
to him for rhe altions of their lives ; and that
they are but his inftruments to bring about, his
eternal purpofes and decrees ; and that nothing
comes to pafs without his ordering or forefight;
and that all thofe crofs difpenfations are for
wife ends, beft known to himfelf. Why things
are thus, for inftance, why the Fews were fele-
&ed by him to be his peculiar people ; why
the coming of the Meffias in the fleth was de-
ferred fo long 5 why fo many Heathen Nations
lie yet unconverted, and the like, muft be re-
ferred wholly to his divine will and pleafure,
which is guided by rules of eternal reitude
and wifdom. Let it abundantly content us

in all changes and chances of this mortal life,
in all thofe diftinguifhing afts of Providence,
that are every where vifible between Nation

and
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and Nation, or between man and man-in re-
fpeét of the outward conditions and ftates of
being, that God will have itfo, God is wonder-
ful in bis doings with the children of men, Thele
things call for our admiration: They are fe-
crets not to be enquired into ; which way fo-
ever we look, whether up to heaven, or down
upon the earth and fea, and obferve what is
done in each, or whether we turn our eyes in-
ward, we fhall find our felves {urrounded with
wonders, too great for our knowledg, ande-
nough to baffle. and confound our curiofity,
and to convince us, that there is as well an in-
finite diftance berween Godand us, in refpedt
of wifdom, as of power. Now would thefe
men have the ftate of things altered and chan-
ged,and the world new modelled,and new laws
given to mankind, and a new nature too, and
all things reduced to an eafier order, and re-

gulated by their fancies, that fo nothing may
bc above their capacity and underftanding ?
What is this, but the effe& of a foolifh pride,

that is difcontented and troubled,that fo many

things are out of his reach and power, and thac
will fcarce be brought toacknowledg,that God
can

21
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can do,more than they fancy or comprehend ?

3. Befides,thofe who objet againft the inf¥i-
tuted religion of our Saviour, he greatnefs of its
myfleries, may ufe rthe fame arguments againft
the. principles of natural religion, That there is
aninfinite being,in whofe Iea is eflentially in-
cluded all poffible perfection, is the voice and
dictate of nature, right reafon, and confcience
and evidenced by the conftant and uninterrup-,
ted order and courfe and frame of the univerfe
and by the univerfal confent of mankind, whc;
haye rites and ceremonies of religion, their
Priefts and their Sacrifices, to whom they offer
up prayers and oblations, to whem they ap-
peal for juftice when injured, and to whom
they flie for refuge and fuccour,” when they
are diftrefled and in danger, as it were by in-
ftin&, and without any deliberation. But
notwithftanding this evidence and clearnefs
and demonftration of the exiftence of 2 Gof
they will not pretend to underftand fully th;

rature of the Godbead. That Godis infinice in -

effence and power, and that all things owe
their being to his will, they mutt be forced to
contefs, orelfe deny his being, and fancy an

infinice
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infinite feries of caufes, infinite periods of mo.
tions, and an infinite fucce(ion of generations,
which is abfurd and contradiétious and im-
poffible, though they have only a negative no-
tion of infinity, Our underftandings can-
not reach fo far, as to have a compleat and
comprehenfive notion of it : and when we can-
not give fatisfaftory accounts concerning the
affections of a natural body,as motion, place,
time ; much lefs can it be expe&ted, thar we
{hould do this concerning eternity, immenfity,
or the other neceflary and effential attributes
of God : fo that the difficulty of conceiving
a thing does not any way-hinder the truthand
poffibility of itsexiftence.  However the moft
ferupulous and inquifitive may be fatisfied,
that there are {uch attributes, and that confe-
quently upon a refleion, not only on the na-
ture of God,but on the feant meafures of know-
ledg in creatures, it is neceffary, they thould
be above our reach and compreheniion,  As
we may difcover much in a curious piece of
art, or wonderof nature, asthe Load-ftone,
or any E'eftrical body : we may find out fome
wirtue in 2 plant, or mineral, or peculiar fort

of
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of earth 3 and yet oftentimes after a labori-
ous fearch, the beft Naturalisks are forced to

confefs, that there is or may be at leaft a

great deal more, than what they have difco-
vered.

But here, they fay, that the underftanding
neither does nor can admit of any thing incre-
dible ; and we fay fo too. Ged doth not,
and confequently the Chritian Religion,which
is the dofirine and revelation of God, does not
propofe any thing to us, as the obje&t of our
faith, that is really impoffibie in it felf, and
involves in it a perfe&t and manifeft contra-
di&ion ; and nothing lefs can or ought te be
judged incredible,  But when they preténd,
that no propofition ought or can be believed
farther, than it may be cleared up to the un-
derftanding by the evidence of natural rea-
fon, orof the things themfelves contained in
it, we rejet it as an unjuft and unreafonable
demand, which will fully appear by {hewing
the falfenefs of both parts of the fuppofi-
tion. . ‘
1, Icis utterly falfe,that nothing is credi-
ble, but whac can be proved and made out by
' reafon,
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reafon,  There are indeed feveral degrees of
credibility, according to which. the mind does
admit fome things with a greater eafe and free-
nefs than others, But however be the matter
propofed never fo unlikely or unufual, if the
authority be juft and good, it muft not there-
fore be pronounced incredible, becauft per-
chance it is not fully agreeable to the prefent
ftate of affairs and prattice of the World, or
becaule I have fome little prejudice againft it.
Foras ina matter of fact, where thereare fuf-
ficient proofs given of a Relators both honefty
and knowledg, when I have all the affurance
in the World,that fuch a matter is capable of,
and that he could not miftake in underftanding
it, and that his words and thoughts do notin
the leaft difagree, when I can objet nothing
but a groundlefs furmife, that poffibly,and for
ought 1 know, it may be otherwife, this will
challenge my affent, and be afufficient warrant
to me to believe ir, whether I have a clear Mea
of itor no : for this unlikelinefs and feeming
repugnancy of it, may arife trom my being ig-
norant of [everal circumftances, the knowledg
of which would render it probable and eafie s
E fo




T be Credibility of the Myfteries
{o is it.in matter of Dofirine ; whatloever is
propofed by God, becomes thereby immedi-
ately credible, and my aflent is rational and
juft, though the thing be above my apprehen-
fion ; and this [ muft afcribe to the greathefs
of thc objet, and the imperfe&tions of my rea=
fon, whi ch neicher is nor can pretend to bean
arbiter and judge in fuch matters, which are oo
high for it : fo that before a man can fafely pro-
nounce 2 dotirine, that isrevealed incredible,
and reject it as fuch,he muft que[hon the pow-
er and veracity of God, and maintain,that no-
thing is poffible,but what we can comprehend ;
and thus under a pretence of caution, betray
the greateft immodefty in the'world, when he
himfelf believes feveral other thmgs, upon the
bare teftimony of men, which neither his wit
nor curiofity, nor his reafon can ever be able
fatistattorily to make out and demonftrate.

2. It is equally falle, that no Propofition

ought to be believed, but what may be cleared:

up to the underftanding by the evidence of the
things themfelves. The falfenefs of which af-
fertion 1 hall fully evince in thefe three parti-
culars ; by thewing

1. Thar
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1, That it deftroyes the nature of

Faith,

2, It takes away the blefflednefs and re-
wardablenefs annext to it,

3. It reflefts on the Wifdom and Sove-
raignty of God, who may, if it pleafes him,
propofe fuch things to us,and command us
to believe them,

1. 1t deftroyes the nature of Faith, To

believe in general, in the proper notion of i,
is to affent to things upon the difcovery and
acteftation of others,which are notevident and
apparent of themfelves ; that is, when I have
no demonftrative or fenfible knowledg of
things, I admit and judge them to be true, not
becaufe I either faw them, and can affure my
{elf of them by any of my other fenfes, or be-
caufe they are fo evident to my reafon, that I
muft needs embrace them, as a principle or
conclufion-in Philofophy, but becaufeT have
received them from another, whe informs me
and gives me this account of them, for whofe
fake 1 affent to them as real and cerrain. By
which it is diftinguithed from {cience, which
is grounded upon the evidenceand clearnefs of
E 2 the




T be Credibility of the Myfteries
the apprelenfion of the refpettive propo-
fitions or objedts, when  things are fo plain
that they do neceflitate our affenr, as that
the oppofite members of a true and per-
fe& contradifion cannot belong to the fame
thing at the fame time, that equals added
to equals make equals, that in a triangle ,
three angles are always equal to two right
angles, and the like. Ard the like affu.
rance and certainty of knowledg is gained ,
when we draw conclufions according to
rule and the laws of method from firft prin-
ciples, which are affented to, affoorr as they
are propofed, and the terms underftood ;
whence there is an immediate dependance
and connexion of things, and one thing na-
rurally follows another ; Then we are faid
to know a thing, when we can run it up to
its firft principles, can trace its original and
caufe,and underftand its effe@ts and opera-
tions.

This diftin&tion being fo juft and natural,
to call for evidence and demontftration in
things propofed to be believed,is to confound
different affents of the mind, to turn Religion

mro
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inta Science, to deftroy the truth of Hiftory,
and Tradition, and Revelation, and to fall into
Scepticifm,and. doubt whether any thing be cer-
tain, but what we fee and can prove and
reprefent by a Scheme, and at laft quefti-
on whether our Senfe, and what we call
our Reafon do not deceive ‘us, or elfe,
which is the effe@ of a greater phrenfie,
run our felves into this grofs abfurdity ,
that we are as wife as God, and that he can
do no more, than what our grofs fancies will
have him.

That then fome of the grand articles of
Religion are not fo_clear, as Propofstions in.
Mesaphyficks ot Theorems. in Geometry, or in-
deed are not clear at all, cannot be objected
againft their credibility. ~ Theyarein them-
felves as certain and as infallible ; nay more
certain and more infallible, if infallibility
may be fuppofed to. admit of degrees ;
but in reafon, it cannot be expedted, ous
knowledg of them fhould be as explicit and
as clear : Supernatural Truths are not, can-
not be determined or judged of by proofs,

derived from nature or fenfe ; they have pro--
per




o The Credibility of the Myfreries
per proofs of their own, as‘all other arts and
{ciences have.

- Tojudge of thefe things therefore by our
narrow conceptions, is a moft falfe and un-
warrantable way of procedure ; and indecd
it cannot feem ftrange, that fo much Error
and Blafpheny and alt that direful train of He-
refres, in matters relating to God and’ Reli-
gion, which have fo much difturb’d the peace
of Chriflendome , thould {pring from this one
abfurd and corrupt principle. FHence ir was

(1) See the excellent difcovrfe of a[fo’ thar m. Orpheus,and the
sy s other Grook Pocts have dref-

Cfn?'% Cgce fomi fecundi ex editiene Ser- fed up thelr Goc{s n the ha-

' ‘ bit and figure of men, and
cloathed them with all the infirmitiesand paf-
fions incident to humane nature, and hereby
made way for all the debaucheries and fuper-
ftitions, that luft could: poflibly fuggeft, ora
troubled fancy invent. They made ufe of no
other faculty to judg of God, butagrofs ima-

_ (b In his Epiftle to Heradotus , 25 gination ; © Epicurus upon

s T this very flight pretence ex-

Jos 358§ gderres warasiirm, &9’ cluded God from having any

u’.‘}ilfeif!- P zife ’Q wesadina 7 Dagi- . . .
b TobTu yie&an cdit. Londinenlis thmg todo in the ordcrmg
and

s
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and governing of the world,
becaufe he fancied , this
could not be done without
anxiety and trouble, like
the due management of a
great charge or employ-
ment, which takes up ones
whole time, and requires
contrivance and ftudy and
forefight to keep thingsinan
equal poife, to prevent dif-
orders, to apply remedies

ps285.— This he efablifht as one of bis

wvgia JyZas,0r main principles of his

ljhiloiolphy,'n\: Eu@iiwv )9 PA% P fv.féﬁ

JuTs wegfpdla b ], BTE A m{Eye

ass ¥7s doyois ke ot qunindlan * &y

adeyd 3® may 78 Tolmy , P. 30C.

and liid down therefore in the firft

place by his great admirex and follower

Lucreting in the beginning of his philo{o-

phical Poem,to make the better way for

the A:heifmwhich wasto follow,tkt is,
to exclude God, witha fairer pretence,
from havingany thing to do,either with
the framingor governing of the world,
and to deny a providence:that cenfure,
which €otza in 7ully mentions to have
bin paft upon himby feveral, teingex-
a&ly true —Video nonnullis videri Epi.
curumyne in offenfioncm dibenicnfiun ca-
devet,verbis religniffe Decs,re fuftuliffe, libe
I. de Nut. Decrinn, {peaking of this very.
Atheiftical aphorifm.

to the leaft inconveniences, that otherwifc
might quickly grow and improve into a mif-

chief, and to fecureall by anequal diftributi-
on of vewards and punifhments ; forgetting.
that God’s power is infinite and inexhauttible ;
that bis eyes reach from one end of the world to the o-
ther, and fee into the very eflences of things 5.
thatall thingsare at his abfolute difpofal and

fear of ficcefs, or when we are overwhelm’d
with bufinefs, or our ftrength is not propor-
tionable or any way futficient to fuftain fo
greaca weight, Aetins prefently rejetts the eter-

nal

commarid 5 that trouble only arifes either from-
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nal generation of the Son of God,becaufe this does
not in all things agree with natural generati-
ons 3 and becaufe it cannot be fo with men,he
impioufly and dogmaticaily concludes, itisan
impoffible notion, and thinks he has reafon
for his blafphemy and peremptorinefs,by lay-
ing down feven and forty arguments for it, as
4 they are numbred and confuted by * Epipha-
nins in his Panarium, The fame grofs fancies
have the Mahometans of this article of faith to
this day, who deride the Christians, by asking
impious queftions concerning it, and even in
their Dewvotion renounce it with agreat deal of
carneftnefs, with afar be it from thee, what the
Christians impute to thee 5 as if man were the

meafure and ftandard of all things, even of God -

himfelf, who made him, and who is of infinite

_perfediion, beyond the utmoft reach of fancy,
or conception,  His aétions and underftanding
muft needs as muchtranfcend ours,asdoes his
eflence.  His ways are not as our ways, nor his
thoughs as our thoughts, 1fa. v, 8.

2. This Hypotbefis of theirs, that nothing
is or-ought to be believ’d but what is cleared
up to the underftanding by the evidence of the

things
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things themfelves, doeswholly take away the
Bleffednefs and Rewardablenef? annext to Faith.
One neceflary condition to make any aéti-
on capable of reward or commendation is,
that it flow from a principle of liberty ; and :
herein man, who is endowed with reafon, the

~ only true foundation of it,has the preeminence

above all other creatures, that a& only by in-
ftin, or the force of appetite, or by neceflicy
of * Nature ; He becomes hereby as it were o
Lord of himfelf, and cana& or not aﬂ,accor-
ding as he is guided by counfel and rational %:
motives, or meerly as it pleafeth him ; and ac-
cording either to the right or ill ufe of this li-
berty, he isto be judg’d,whether he has defer-
ved well or no.  That Chry$kals thoot out in-
to curious and exaétly regular figures, that the
flakes of Snow are Hexagonal,and ten thoufand
other Rarities of Nature, are not to the com-
mendation of the things themfelves: They
{hew admirably the wifdom of the firft contri-
ver of them : the Artift, not the Pendulum, is
praifed,though it meafures time fo exaétly,and
performs all its various motions without any

Interruption or inequality, becaufe this necef-
F farily
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farily arifes froma due proportion of weights
and wheels, and from a jult adaprarion of the
feveral parts of it ; 'tis the perfetion of 2 man,

that he ats freely, and confequently that he is
. virtuous out of choice, notwithftanding all

the allurements and inclinations of fenfe, And
the like is tobe faid of the (everal affents of the
mind ; if che truths of Religion were in them-
felves fo clear and evident, that we could not

“but aflent, whether we would or no, if they

could be prov’d by arguments, deriv’d from
fenfe or nature , where then would be the blef-

Tot-zoe29e fednef8 of Faith our Saviour {peaks of; which be-

long to thofe, who have ot [een, and yet have be-
lieed 2 when we havea clear and diftin& per-
ception of a thing, then we know it; and he
muft be very ftupid and very pertinacious ,
that will not fubmic co the truth, and evidence,
and convittion of a demonftration, How ri-
diculous would it be to raife a difpute, and

~ heap up arguments againft clear evidencejand

pretend diffatisfaction in the midft of fo great
certainty, as {cience affords ? If there were no
difficulty in the notions, where were that Ofe-

dience of Faith, the A poftle St, Paul mentions ?.

where
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where would be our fubmiffion and humility ?
for a trial of which I am perfwaded,that many
Mjfteries are now propoled by God,which here-
after as a reward of our Faith fhall be more
clearly made out to us, and that this thall be
one principal part of the glory that fhall at.

tend the blefled in the other world, when we -

fhall be divefted of thofe circumftances, that
now hinder the exertions of Reafon, when our
underftandings fhall be enlightned , and our

capacities enlarged,and our thoughts heighte-

ned and exalted ; not that it is poflible for the
moft refined and raifed intellett ever to attain
to-afull and comprehenfive knowledg of them

(for the Angels, thofe'glorious fpirits, who at-

tend the throne, and are continually in the pre«
fence of God, humbly vail their faces and a-
dore) but that what we nowknow by Faith and
Revelationonly,we fhall have a fomewhar clea-
rer infight into, and be as fully and fatisfa&c?-
rily convinced of, as for inftance, that there is
a Trinity of Perfons in one undvided Effence, as if
we underftood the manner of their{everal {ub-
fiftences. o
3. Itrefletts upon the Wifdom and Power
: F 2 of
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T be Credibility of the MySteries
of God, who may, if he pleafe, propole thefe
things to us and command us to believe them,
Forthat God may do this, who can queftion ?
or deny, that we are as much obliged to give
up our judgments and underftandings, as our
wills, to his will, to affent to any fpeculation
or truth of do&trine revealed by him, as to any
mode of inftituted worfhip commanded by
him, or any precept of Morality ; and that 1
am not to objett and throw in my lictle con-
jetures and probabilities, becaufe it is notal-
together, or in the leaft, evident to my reafon,
when the nature of thething renders it impoffi-
ble that it thould, orif it did not, yet his com-
mand thould be enough to force my affent ?
now to fancy, that nothing is or ought to be
credible, but what can be made out and clea-
red up to the underftanding by the evidence

of the things themfelves, deftroyes this fuppo-

fition, which has its certainty from,and is fup-
ported by,feveral of the divine attributes, The
Wifdom and Power of God are both infinite,
and therefore he knows more,and can do more,
than what we pofibly can conceive : otherwife
we mult equal our lictle knowledg, which we

chiefly
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chiefly derive from the images and reprefen:
tations of things in our minds,and which every
contemptible infe& and vegerable is too big
for, with his 3 and upon the fame account, we

- muft fancy our power equal too ; whichis the

effedt of an irrational pride and madnefs, like
that of the Apeftate Angels, and by confe-
quence, throw off our dependence upon him,
and deny to yield obedience to his laws, be-
caufe they do as much crofs our vitious and
corrupt inclinations, as the Mysferies of our
Faith do our narrow conceptions and fenti-

- ments.  An infinite underfranding only can

fully comprehend an infinite perfection ; fuch
a proportion between the faculty and the ob.
je&t being altogether neceffary « for if it could
be comprehended by a finite intellet,ic would
immediately ceafe to be infinice, How infuffe-.
rable then is fuchan infolence ! How vain and
foolifh are fuch imaginations! and ewery bigh
thing, as the AposHle (peaks, extravagant fancies
and conceits, that get into the brain, that exalt:
themfelves againft the knowledg of God, Which
ought to be captivated and made fubjeCt upon
the higheft Redfon in the World to the obedi-

ence
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ence and dodtrine of Chrifk : which will appear
by defcending to the

2. Second Particular, I propofed to make
good, that the Chriftian Religion requires us to
believe its MySteries upon fuch grounds, as we

-cannot rejet without doing violence to our fa-

~culties, and confequently, that the rejefting

.and disbelieving them muft be unreafonable,
vNow the grounds are chiefly thefe two.

. That we believe and admit the divine _

Revelacxons.

2, That we yield obedlence and fubmit
our underftandings and all the powers of
our minds to the Will of God,

1, That we believe and admit divine Re-
velations ; becaule God is of infinite veracity,
and to deceive is repugnant to the holinefs of
his Nature ; there isan utter impoffibility in it,
Now if we repofe fo much truft and confidence
ina friend, becaufe we have tried him, and

know that he is a man of great integrity, and

that he abhors the very thought of deceiving
any one with the leaft falfehood, and fpeaks
exattly according to his knowledg without any:

referved or fecret meaning or equivocation,or

COL-

I

tends it ;
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concealing part of the propofition in his mind
that it may be otherwife undeiftood than he in-

fubmiffion of mind imaginable are we to re-
ceive, whatever comes from God, without the
leaft demur,or doubt,or contradi&tion.  This
an infinite and eternal reftitude does jultly
challenge from us ; for God may afloon deny
his being, as falfific his word ; fo that whoe-
ver goeg about to queftion or disbelieve any

thing that God has revealed, will run himfelf

upon one of thefe two grofs and abfurd impi-

eties, either doubt whether God himfelf has an
exa& and perfet knowledg of thofe things, he
has propos’d to our belief, or whether he has

‘been juft and true to deliver what he knows.
It is a moft rational conclufion of St. 7obn

1 Epi§tv.vo. be that belicveth not Godybas made
bim a lyar. © No difficulty then can or ought

to deter me from the belief of a thing, if God
has once revealed it ; nor can the mind of man .
poffibly defire a greater fatisfattion than this, .

2, That we yield obedience and {ubmit our

underftandings and. all the powers. of - our:-

minds to the will of God, for

AN

much more with all the readinefs of

39
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t, Thatthere are thoufands of things de
fatto above our knowledg and conception can-
not be deemed by any, without the higheft
immodefty, an unjuft poftulacum,

2, Tharall orat lealt moft of our knowledg

“deriving from fenfe, the more things are freed

and abftratted from the entanglements of grofs
matter, the more difficult is the conception ;
becaufe they fall lefs under the examination of
our {enfes,from which we receive fo great pre-
judices in our infancy and childhood, which
make that deep impreflion on our fancies, that
they are not eafily to be removed,

3. Gad by virtue of his abfolute dominjon
and foveraignty may command us to affent to
things above our reach, and’ conception, and
knowledg. Faith is not to choofe its Objeét,no
more than a mans will can prefcribe and fet
to him a Law, becaufe its whole and only
power confifts in the liberty of obeying or not
obeying of a Law prefcrib'd by a fuperiour
Power, Whatfocver Doftrine therefore is
delivered and revealed by God, becomes im.-
mediately credible, by reafon of the authority,

‘that does accompany it, and enforce it upon

us.

of the Cbrz:/?z'ézlz Relzgion.

us. The Articles of Faith carry along with

 them futficient motives of Credibility, but then

thefe motives muft not be fetched from the na-
ture of the things themfelves,as if they were to

- befo evident, that our Reafon mighe fully dif-

cover their connexion and dependance, but
from without; that is, my Faith is rightly
grounded, and an obligation lies upon me to
believe, what is propofed by God, if it be evi-
denced fo to be, by juft and rational proofs ;
and if the authority be certain and infallible :
God therefore declaring his Will,and confirm-
ing the Revelations he has made of it by his di-
vine Power, this latter is a fufficient proof,and
a juft and rational ground of my Belief; for
how abfurd would it be for any one, becaufe
he cannot comprehend and make out a thing
fully,which in-the nature of it, and by reafon
of our weaknefs and incapacity, is incompre-
henfible, and which he ought to acknowledg to
be fuch, unlefs he will prefume to meafure E-
ternity and grafp Infinity with a {pan,therefore
to doubt of fo plain a truth, as this is,that the
divine Power caanot be made ufe of to confirm

any Propofition,but what is exa&ly true and cer-
G tain ?

At
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rain ? {othat this ianotto forego our Reafon,as
the Socinians piead, for nothing is more agreea-
bleto the principles of right Reafon, but toatt
according to it : and therefore tofay thit we
Believe I know not what, if they mean, that the
objects of our Faith cannot be proved to exift
with the (ame kinds of proofs, as what is pre-
fented to our fenfes, or as a propricty may be
demonftrated of the fubje& of a fpeculative
Science, this cannot be any prejudice at all to
our belief,becaufe inall Faith,whether Humane
or Divine, there cannot be the fame clearnefs
and evidence, but that there are fuch Objeéts
of our Faith we are as certainly aflured, as if
we had a particular demonftration of each.
Now that the Mjsteries of Chriflianity are con-
firm’d by fuch an authority, and therefore are
to be believed by us,and confequently that the
ChristianReligion requires our affent to no more,
than what isapparent to be God's Will, we have
this affurance,that they were attefted and made
good by the miracles of our Saviour ; by thefe
he proved his Commiffion to be deriv’d from
Heaven. Thiswas the belief of the Zews in ge-
neral,both Learned and Unlearned, Nicodemus
) , was
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was fully convinced of the truth and evidence
of it, 7oh.iii. 2, Rabbi,we know, that thou art a
Teacher come from God,for no man can dy thofe mi-
racles, that thou dofi, except God be with bim. 1n
the cafe of the blind man, who was reftored to
his fight,the doubt was rational,How can 4 man,

that is a finner db fuch miracles? Joh.ix, 16, If.

this man were not of God,be conld do nothing, v .33,
that i3, he could not do fuch things, asare a-
bove the power of a meer Man, which we fee
himdo. It was nothing,but a moft unjuft pre-
judice to our Saviours Perfon,and to the mean-
nefs of his Birth and Parentage, arifing froma
falfe principle concerning the temporal King-
dom of the Meffis, thirough a mifunderftand-
ing of the Prophefies, that made them, againft
their Belief and Confcience,rejeét the authori-
ty of fo many evident and often repeated mi-
raciessand though they would not acknowledg
him for their Meffias, that came in a way of hu-
mility and meeknefs, {ooppofite to their hu-
mours and expeltations, who thought of no-
thing, but triumphs and revenge ; yetthey are
forced to acknowledg,that the Meffias conld not
do greatersand laftly our bleffed Saviour appeals
G 2 to
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to miracles, as to his credentials, as beinga
moft rational motive to work faith in the minds
of the moft ferupulous ; if ye believe not me pe-
lieve the works that I do. This thenis a fuffici-
ent confirmation of our Saviours miflion, and
of the do&rine He and the Apostles delivered
from him, and preach’d through the feveral
parts of the World, which they travelled, and
after put in writing for the benefic and greater
fatisfadtion of all fucceeding Generations. Nor
are we now at this great diftance of time to call

for new figns from Heaven,or to defire a farther

confirmation of what hath been received fo u-
niverfally for fo many fucceffions of Ages,
The holy Scriptures arc the authentick Regifters
of the Doftrine and Revelations of God, and that
1 may add this by the way, were they but of
humane authority, they deferved not to be
drolled upon, but to be treated with an equal,
if not a greater, refpett,than Polybius, or Lizy,
not only upon the account of their Antiquity,
but for thofe excellent remarks they contain,
and the ZPeifls of our Age may as well doubr,
whether there were fuch a man as Cyrus and
Alexander, as Mofes and Fofbua, and queftion

whether

of the Chriflian Religion.

whether Cicero wrote thofe Orations, and the
other excellent Books, that go under his name,
or Virgil thofe admired Poems, as whether
St.Mathew or St. 7obn, who were the known
Difciples of Chrift, and converfed daily with
him for above three years together, wrote
thofe Gofpels,which contain the Hiftoryand Afts
of his Life and Death.

Upon thefe evidences our affent is raifed,
* which make it rational and juft ; our Faithis

refolv’d into the teftimony of Ged,which is on-
Iy the rule of it, we believe nothing, but what

our Saviour and his Apoftles taught, for which:

we have the authority of their words,and what
the whole number of Chri§tian People embra-

ced and received, as the juft and true meaning,

of them. .~ Now becaufe we cannot reconcile
thefe exprefs and clear Revelations of the Go-
fpel, laid down in plain expreflions, as that

Chriftis the fon of God, wasin the beginning with-

God, before the world was made, God manifefled in
the flefb, God bleffed for ever, and that be and the
father are one (not to defcend to the other Arti-

. cles,which are laid down as clearly) with our-

narrow conceptions of things, is moft irratio-

nally:
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nally to conclude againft God in favour of our
felves, meerly for this only reafon, becaufe we
cannor tell or underftand,how it can or thould
‘be,when he hath told us exprefly it is fo, Here-
-upon they heap up ftrange and abfurd inter-
pretations of Seripture, and which are impofli-
ble to be true ; they deny to words their pro-
per, and narural and genuine fignifications ;
they fancy nothing but improprieties and am-
biguities of expreflion 5 and admit of abfurd
‘notions for all their high vaunts and prerences
‘to realon, which deftroy the very defign and
infticution of Chriftianity. Thus our moft b/+ffed
Saviour, the only begotten fon of God muft be only
{0 yctem,or ¥ mweoxomiw wy el Bls, God
only by grace and favour, and for the bolinef3 and

(2, Th 3§ sty aes oot aiguar €XCEllenceof bis life,as @ Ebion,

Farndda,  gasiv i 038 7w and ) Arjyg, and < Paulys

momiy £ X3 qundpiar dyageyils F dro-
ey apds avlly pprnpiims. Epiphanine Sdfllﬂﬁltfﬂl{d ufed to blaf-
in herefi Ebionaornn,que efl XXX fe&.
XVILL, ex edir. 7eravin, Purifis 1622, pheme of old, or Dews Fa-

pag.142. ;
(b)Y Epiphanius in herefi 4 izncrum, ﬁl{d, a CI?H!‘EdGOa’OHIy, ﬁlCh

que eft LXIX. e& XVIILpay41. . .

() Gregorins Abulpharegius, inhifto- by DE/igﬂﬂUOﬂ and Oﬁff, as

rid Dynaftiarum, Arabicé, p. 129, edir. BN . .

Oxon 1663+ Lirychins in Amnclibes Alcx- OUL ﬂ]Od.efn SOClﬂlaﬂS ln}pl-'

andrinis Arabicé, editOxon.yarte pri- . .
a4 p397. & 441 oufly diftinguith, when, not

only the name, but the ellential Attributes of

the
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the Godbead are alcribed to him. Thusthe Do-
&rine of the Ever bleffed Trinity,which is clearly

contain’d in the form of (9
Baptifin, as mighe fully be
made good againft the ex-
ceptions and cavils of #ol-
[figenius,and in St.fob.v.7. (a
(© Verfe written by the fame
hand that wrote all the reft
of the Epifile, as- it is mofk
evident from the verfes in
‘conjun&ion with it, which

would be altogether defetive

and imperfett without it,

however it be omitted in the.

Alexandrine Manufcript,rather
by chance (for that.s not the

(d) This'argument drawn from the
Form of Baptija, is generally made ule
of by all the antient Fathers, aganidt cre -
blalphemy of Subellins, Arms, and the
ret of the Hererticks, who hed depart-
ed fiom the true faith eflablithe et firfs,
to follow phanfies and inventicns of
their own. Bur referving thefe nu-
merous citations for another work, 1-
thall content my felf at prefent to fay
with the Author of the Breviavium fidei
adwerfis drianos,who lived above 1200
years fince,put out by the moft learned
Sirmondss,to whom the world isfo mech
obliged, for his publifhing feveral wri-
tings of the antients,out of M§S. ~—-
Qui [ Spiritus fanfus) fi Dins non effets nen
inbaptifmo in wno nomine I citatis patri
do folio fociareturs fiowm feriptum off, ubi
regulam baprifni pofuié ipfe Dominus s Jtry
inguit, baptizate omnes gentesdn nomine
Patris,lo Filiiyo Spiviins Saréfis  Quod
Solum teftimonium deleret herveticis fufficere
ad credulitatem infeparabilisTvinitatiogiia
nec ipft andent aliter baptizare,ne vegulam
Domini corywmpere videarturoEt ihi unim
nomen digjiur, ibi{y major ¢ mincr e~
eluditur.

(e) Of this fee the A pendix.

only omiffion in that Copy) than defign, as if
it had favoured the Herefie of the dmtitrinita-
rians ;) this DoGtrine of the Zrinity, I (ay,muft
be exploded, becaufe they cannot fatistie their
bold curiofity, as why the emanation of the
Deity frops at three Hyposafes, thatis, why the
Divine Effence is not communicated to more.
than Zhree Perfons, and how.it can be Commu-

picated
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nicated, and yet altogether remain Undivided,
and the like. That this Ariicle was explicitly
believed inthe very beginnings of Chriflianity,
may, to omit at prefent other wayes of proofs,
be evinced hence, that the Hzathens of thofe
times ufed to upbratd the Chriskians with che

belief of fo unlikely a Dottrine, Thus Critias

in the Dialogue Philopatris (which if not Lu-
cians, was written however in Zrajan’s time ,
whofe vitories and fuccefles in the E4$¥, and

particularly in the taking of Ctefiphon and Bas- |

b}lozz and other places from the Perfians, and
in reprefling the incurfions of the Scythians, as
hapning juft at that time, are there mentioned)
when  7riephon had expreffed the belief and
fenfe of the Chriftians about this Article,by ad-
)m ing U\]A ,ucd‘oﬂoc Ocoy ,ueyocv a ,uﬁgo*rov, dgec-
hC()VOC LIOV 'TanOg, 71'1’50,(/[0( Exwogéuo,uévov, EV
én Tgmw, xg ¢€ évog 'lg:o: 5 ToeUTer vo,u;&e Ziyer
# 7y8 Ocdv, makesa mock at it, and replies
witha great deal of impudent ra!llery,agz‘}/,ce-
£ty ,un Sdeonsig, #y bexds 3 Ag:&,usﬂxn, 79
yacg ocfz‘},ue‘z;,wg Nusopteen@y 6 Ceeelorn@y, 8¢
Sidn Mysig 2y Tolery Tetc v, an Ty Tc'rgacyﬂnv
P v [vSeyoes 34Ny oySoctda # Teiara Ot
So
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So far is that from having the leaft truth in ic,
which the Enemies and Oppofers of this
Doéirine affirm, without the leaft thew of
Reafon and Authority, that it derives whol-
ly from Pythagoras and Plato, and was leain-
ed in their Schools, and afterwards dreft up

by the Fathers, whowere admirers of that -

Philyfopy, . and not heard of till the Zhird or
Fourth Century.  So that upen the whole ic
will appear, thatthe Chri§tian Religion has juft
and fure evidences, and therefore to fancy,
which is the only thing they can alledge in
behalf of their Unbelief, that nothing is or
can be believed, but what ought to be fully
comprehended by the Underftanding, is {o
foolith, fo unjuft, fo unreafonable a thing,
that nothing but intolerable Pride and Ob-
ftinacy can poflibly fuggeft fucha Thought,
and confequently that before any one can
become an Arrian or a Socinian, he muft fore-
go his Reafon, and forget that God is of in-
finite Perfe@tion,and forget too,that he himfelf
is a2 Man,

To draw towards a Period. Christianity be-

ing a Great Myflery, and neceffarily fuch :
: ‘ H 1, I
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It is but a natural inference, that all our

enquiries 1nto the Articles of it be fober and -

modeft ; that we expett not a comprehenfive
knowledg of them; that we be not too bufie
and curious in our Searches into the Secrets
of God ; that being conlcious to our felves
of the defefis, and fhallownefs, and weaknefs
of our Reafon in lefler matters ; how imper-
fe& and untrue oftentintes our colle&ions are
of fenfible beings, to which our faculties may
feem proportionate ;5 and to what errors and
delufions we are fubje&, by taking up falfe
notions, by fancy and prejudice ; we learn
to be wife unto fobriety, and ot to think of our
elves, above what we ought to think, It was

nothing at firlt, but an overbeld curiofity,
not content with Revelation, and with juft
proofsof it, thatraifed in the mind thoughts
of Disbelief ; but it ftopt not here 5 it foon
improved into a proud conceit of maftering
all the difficulties of Religion by the ftrength

of Reafon ; and to this wemay juftly impute

the original and growth of all thofe Herefies

and Blafpbemies, that have been vented ﬁ'ox:n

the very firft Preaching of the Gofpel to ;hls

, ay.
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day. Itisavain thing to thinkto do this;
tis a pafling beyond the bounds which God
and our own Nature hath fer us; a plece of
Sacrilegious rafhnefs, as Salvian jultly words
it, in his third Book De Gubernatione Dei,
fpeaking of the various difpenfations of Pro-
vidence: Hoc ipfum genus quali Sacrilege teme-
ritatis eSt, fi plus fcire cupias quam finaris: The
Articles of Faith, as they are notto be tried,
fo neither to be proved by the Principles of
Mathematicks or Natural Philofoply. Tt is as
great folly to attempt it, as to expeét it, both
arifing from a wantonnefs of Wit, which
quickly loofes it felf in a Labyrinth of wild
Opinions, and pleafing it {elf with new No-
tions and Ideas, is more and more perplexe
and entangled, and is fcarce ever reducible
to a right and fober temper.,

What ill fuccefs the Schoolnen have had in
their attempts this way upon the Articles of
Religion, Christendome has long fince had fad
experience of 5 thefe men guilty of the o-
ther extream would fcarce acknowledg any
thing of Myfteryin it all things feemed fo
clear tothem, as if they had had a particu.

' - He lar
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lar Revelation 3 they have thrown open the
Vail, that coversthe Ark ; they define boldly,
and oltrude their CorjeCtures for Oracles,
St. Paul and St. 7obn {hall be explained and
proved by the Writings of Plato and Arifiotle ;
thus proftituting the Majefty of the Sacred
Scriptures, and corrupting the Simplicity of
the Chriflian Religion by their niceties and
fubtilities of Diftintions, and expofing it
the more to the Cavils of Hereticks, who ob-
ferving the falfenefs of their Principles, and
the weaknefs and incompetency of their
Proofs, are more encouraged to reject the
truth of it.  Hereby too a Comtentions and
Difputative Theology has been introduced in the
Schools 5 and unneceffary and bold queftions
frarted, impofiible to be refolved with any
fatisfaltion, which perplex and confound the
Underftanding, and are o far from Building
us up in our Holy Faith, and from explaining
the Dotrine of it, that it has {carce fuffered
by any one thing more, Some things we
may underftand, but we fee more to admire,
which withall our art and (ubtility we can ne-
ver attain to, It is enough, thac the Chri-

Shan

of the Chriftian Religion.
fian Religin doth perfwade us by Rarional

Arguments to the acknowledgment of its Do- -

&rine, that it laies down fufficient grounds of
the certainty and neceflity of our Belicf, that
it gives us all the affurance we can, with any
modcfty, pretend to, and all the proofs the
nature of the things, propofed to our belief,
are capable of and will bear. Tis Faith in
Chris?, that He is the Son of God and the Saviour
of the World, that denominates us Chriftians ;
to -deny this, how excellent a Perfon foever
we make him for Meeknefs and Holinefs of
Life, is torenounce Chriftianity, and in effet
to turn Mabometans ; for they acknowledg
Chrift to have been a Great Prophet, to have
been born of a Virgin, to have been affimed into
Heaven, and the like,  Satis fit prouniverfisra-
tionibus Author Deus; as the fame Salvian has
it, This is that, that is equivalent to ten
thoufand Demonflrations ; this will level all
thofe objetions, that are raifed againft the
MySkeries of Chriftianity ; that will filence all
the Sophifiry of Corrupt Reafon, and cut off ail
thofe Arguments, which prefumptuous Men
are wont to make ; and certainly if we righ:ly

con.
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confider it, the Myteries of Chriftianity, as
they are propofed in the Scriptures, are by
recafon of the great difficulties, that actend
the conception of them, fo far from being in-
credible, that they ought thereby to become
more credible ; that is, they are more worthy
of the infinite Majefty and perfe@tion of God,
by how much they are above the reach of our
Faculties,

2. Levus remember that Chriflianity is a M-
fery of Godlingf3, and confequently that the
Great Myfleries of it ought to have an infly.
ence upon our Lives and Praftices. As on
the one hand, to fay, that thefe Great Articles
of our Faith are nice Speculstions, and the ex-
plicit Belief of them, as they are propoled, not
neceffary, and to queftion that Senfe of them,
in which they have always been received by
the Catholick Church, is to undermine the Fun.
damentals of Chriftianity ; So on the other fide,
it takes off very much from the obligation to
Obedience, and dulls thofe affeétions, which
a reflexion on thefe Great Myfteries muft needs
caufe in the mind;

That God thould fend his Son into the

world
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world to difcover this Myftery to us in Per-
fon, and in order to our Redemption, was
the Effe& of an Infinite Wifdom, and of an
Infinite Love 5 that God {hould be Manifestedin
the Flefb for our fakes, and fubmit himfelf ro
the weakneflles,and imperfeftions, and contu-
melies of the humane nature 5 that the Second
Perfin of the Trinity, Co-gffential and Co-eternal

with the Father, thould condefcend to affume |

fleth, and therein to fuffer ; a reflettion on
this cannor bat fill us with admiration and
love. One great part of the Worlhip we
owe 10 Gaod confifts in our admiring his infi-
nite Perfeftions ; all our Praifes and Thanks-
givicgs are but the outward fignifications of
this, and faint expreflions of our thoughts,.
which loofe themfelves in the contemplation
of them. Now thefe Myfteries afford us eter-
nal matter for our admiration. Befides, what
greater obligation to Obedience can there pof-
fible be, than the Revelation of this Myflery,
upon which our Salvation is founded ? A Ho-
ly and Religious Life then is the beft evidence
of our belief of thefe Articles of Chriflianity be-

-yond all fubtility of Difputation. ~ This® el

pecially

&
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56 The Credibility of the Myfteries,&c.
pecially concerns us, who are dignified with
the Holy Priesthood, who are Mmifters of Chrisl,
and Stewards of the Myfleries of God. This thews,
that we do mere than barely affent to the truth
of them, when they produce in us all, both
Priefls and Lay, thele effets, for which they
were principally difcovered ; that {o living in
obedience to the will of God revealed ta us by
his Son, whom he {ent out of his own Bofom,
and inall holy converfation and godline(s, we
may at laft be admitted to the fight and fruitien
of his glorious Godhead, to fing Praifes and
Hallelujal’s to the bleffed Trinity for ever and
ever, Amen,

Appendix.
: T muft be confefled, that this

Verfe is not to be met with in
s, feveral Old MSS., as particu-

2027 1

FREASERL 1 drine, now in the Kings Li-
brary at St. 7ame’s,brought out of Egypt by G-

rillus Lucari,when he removed from the Sec of

Alexandria to the Patriarchate of Conflantinopl,
who was ftrangled by the Zurksin the year
1638, and fent to K.Charles 1. though not fo
antient,  believe, as’is pretended, as if it had
been wrote by the hand of Zhecla, an Egyptian
Woman of an honourable Extrattion, and a
Mactyr for the Chriflian Faith, condemned to

- the Amphitheatre under Dioclefran,as Eufebius re- -

lates in the Supplement to the Eight Book of
his Ecclefiaflical Hiftory, which is found in fe-

veral Copies, it it be his (cap.3.) before the firlt
Council of Nice;which is baiely faid and con-

jectured 5 and I fuppole, that it may be pro-
ved,that the Vatican exemplar is the more Genu-
1 ine

&' larly in the mentioned Al
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ine of the two,and comes nigher the Original.
it is omitted alfo in an ancient Manufcript in
the Archives of our Colledg Library,containing
the New Zeflament entire (except the Apocalyps)
with the Pfalter and feveral Hymns colletted
out of the 0Id Zeflament, the words &5 yn bes
ing allo wanting in the eight verfe,and in feve-
ral others. Upon this the Enemies of this Do-
&rine triumph and boldly pretend, thatit was
inferted by the Catholicks: Thus to mention on-
ly one for all, Socinus himfelf in his Commen-
tary on thefe words—Satis conflat illa ¢ffe A-
dulterina, ¢z ab hominibus, qui fuum dogma de tri-
10 (o uno Deo quicungy ratione defendere {9 propa-
gare wolebant, in bunc locum infaréta. But let the
appeal lye to any indifferent Perfon, which is
“moft likely, that thofe, who profefled their be-
lief of this Dottrine, which was grounded too
upon feveral other Texts of Scripture, and was

derived down to them from the firt Agesof

the Churchand which they contended for with

{o much earneftnefs, thould without any ne-

ceflity dare commit, fuch a Forgerie, which

could not but be taken notice of by their

watchful Enemies, or that this thould be done

by

Appendix.
by the Oppolers of this Dofirine,who were ar-
raigned in general,by all the Catholick Writers,
who had to do with them, as falfifiers of the
facred Records, and were fo much concern’d
to do it in defence of their private tenets and
fancies, and efpecially to raze this Text, with
which they were {o opprefled,out of feveral Co-
pies, from which by Tranfcripts it might eafi-
ly be propagated into others: And confequent-
ly it is not to be admired, that feveral of the
Fathers, nonot Athanafius kimfelf, nor Cyrilof
Alexandria, nor St.Hilary, who defended with
fo much learning the truth-of this great Myfle-
7y, did not make ufe of this Teftimony, they
lighting upon fome of thefe Tranfcripts;which
is to be faid alfo for St,Aus¥n, in his Book 3.
Chap. 22, againlt Maximinus an Arian Bifbop,
for St,Leo in his Epittle to Flavian Bithop of
ConStantinople, againft the Herefie of Eutyches,

59

Ep.vo. Cap.s. for Eucherius de questionibus N, 7™ S5

dit, Erxxj'rl.'i ,

Zefiamenti, and for Oecumenius in his Commen. #%_ 254

tary on this Epiftle, and feveral others. The
fame realon holds for the omiffion of it in the
Syriack,Arabickand Athigpick Tranflations,the
two former of which,as they are now extant,as

' l 2 1s
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is moft probable, were made long fince the
times of Arius,notwithftanding the pretenfions
of fome to a far greater Antiquity, the laft is
confefledly of alater Date, The {carcity of Co-
pies in thofe days, and the malitious induftry
and cunning of the Hereticks render the conje-
&ure fufficiently probable, if no Copy were
to be found with this Verfe entire, and that we
had only the authority of fome of the Antients,
who cite it as authentick,as having met with it
in their Books, The Divines of Lovainin colla-
ting the N.7. with a great number of Latin Co-
pies, found it only wanting in five. R, Stepha-
nns in his Edition of the V.7, had the ufe of
fifteen or fixteen old Greek MSS. above half of
which retain’d it, So the Edition of the V.7,
at Complutum compared wich antient MSS.prin-
ted in the beginning of the Reftauration of Po-
lite Lierature in Chriflendome, at the expences
of the great Lardinal Xumenes,only with this va-
riation, 6T Tedg doi o peegtugBilec év 16 vere-
v, 0 Iarie, o Ady@ys 415 ooy [yevpree 1 0t
edic e 1o év cior, Thus Erafmus confefles he
met witha Manufcript in England, which he
cals by the name of Codex Britannicus,which had

the

T
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the whole feventh Verfe,as we now read it,and
the eight Verfe, the latter part thus altered, 1
ledis dow o paervediles ¢ W vm, e,
"Yowety " Aspact cds Ty padlugioo Tov dvdedmun.
1 fhall lay no ftrefs upon two Writings,which
pals under the name of Athanafius, where this
Verfe is cited, becaufe it is not to be met with
in thofe larger works of his,whichare acknow-
ledged genuine, the one isan account of a dif-
putation,according to the title,had with Arius
in the Council of Nice 5 but the title is faulty,as
appears from the Difcourfe it {elf; nor was A4-
rius the Perfon difputed with there, but one-of
his followers ; and the reafon of the miftake of
the title may be afcrib’d to an ignorant Libra-
riws,putting down Arius for Arianus, and the
Dialogue not real,but fuppofed,as was ufual a-
mongft the Fathers, introducing the Hereticks
pleading their Caufe,and the Orthodox refuting
their Cavils and defending the Truth, And if
this may pals for likely, there can be nogreat
reafon to fufpedt the Authenticalnefs of it, the
@ words are, meo¢ 8¢ TéTOIc TRely Twdvne §
Paonamya Teéic 75 ¢y et Theother isin a

Book extant only in Latine  1ib, 1. de unita )72 p-

Deitate

61
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Deitate Trinitatis ad Theophilum,, dicente Foanne
Evangelifti in Epifloli fua, tres funt,qui teftimoni-
um dicunt in Celo, Pater (o Verbum, (> Spiritus.
But this piece, 1 confefs, is very juftly rejected
as none of his,though perchance wrote not ma-
ny yearsafter his time, St.Cyprian,who fuffered
Martyrdome about the year of Cb, 258.Galienus
and his Son Valerianus being then Emperours,
about fixty years before the calling of the Coun-
¢il of Nice,in his book de unitate Ecclefie Catho-
lica,cites this Text exprefly,as found in the Co-
pies of his time : — Dicit Dominus, Ego lst Pater
unum famus, (o iterum de Patre & Filio & Spi-
ritu Sanélo, ¢ bi Tresunum funt. It is notany
way material tothe defign and purpole of this
Scholion to inquire, in what fenfe St. Cyprian
underftood thefe words, but only to vindicare
the antiquity of the Copies, that retained this
reading, though it might eafily be proved that
it wasa thing ufual with the Fatbers, as noone
can be ignorant,who has turn’d over their Wri-

tings, to interpret places of Scriptures fomea

times, not according to their primary intent,
but by way of accomodation, Which teftimo-
ny is fo clear and convincing that Sandus in

his

Aj)p.endix.

“his Appendiz quafiionum Paradoxarumufes all his

art and skill o avoid the force of it,by preten-
ding,that feveral things have been changed,ad-
ded. taken away, and fome other way varied in
the Fpifile;as appears by the obfervation of Pof-
fevinus;who took the pains to compare the prin-
ted Copies with four M55. and the acknow-
ledgment of others,Perkins, Fames, and Rivet :
from which premifes he concludes very boldly
upon ameer poffibility,that this place was ne-
ver cited by that blefled Martyr,but put in by
fome body elfe ; Quam facileitaq; etiam bic locus
interferi potuit ab bis,quinon exborruerunt facras bi-
teras corrumpere propter metum Hereticorum. But
firfk this is barely faid swithout the leaft proof,
and without the authority of any MS.Secondly
neither Pamelius nor Rigaltius,nor any otheras
1 know of,who put forth St.Cyprian,make men-
tion of any various reading in this place;all a-
greeing in it. Now that this Epiftle is St.Cy-
prians is undoubted:St Gyprian himfelf referring
to it,and that the reading is the fame now s it
was in the old Copies written above eleven
hundred and forty years ago,appears fromFul-

gentius,who not only cites this feventh verfe in
his

I
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» 77 hisbook de fide Catholicii adverfus Pintam Epif-

copum Arianumn,in his teftimonies deZrinitate,and
in his book de Trinitate ad Felicem Notarium,c 4.,

which thus begins, En bubes in brevi alium effe .

Patrem.alium Filium,alum Spiritum fanétum, ali-

win 4o alum in perfoni, non alind & aliud in natu-

ra 3 {9 idcirco ego,inquit, & pater unum fumus ; u-

num, ad naturam referre nos docens,fumus, ad per-

Jonzs = fimiliter & illud. Tresfunt, inquit qui te-

flimonium dicunt in Ceelo,Pater,Verbum (o Spiritus,

¢ bi tres unum funt.  Audiat Sabellius, fumus:

audiat tres : &~ credat ¢ffe tres perfonas (ot non (a-

crilego corde blafphemet dicendo,ipfum. fibi effe Pa-

trem,ipfum fibi Filium,ipfum bi Spiritum fanctum,

tanquam nodo quodam feipfum gignat, aut mody

quodam a feipfo ipfe procedat, cum boc etiam in na-

turis creatis minime inveniri poffitut aliquid feip-

fun giguere valeat,  Audiat feilicet < Arius u-

num < non differentis filium dicat offe natura,cum

(23 o501 ox Eduicne Theopbili Ranaudi, HALUTA dvverfa unum dici ne-
Seo. Fe, Favifis 1671 printed wirh 8o o Lo S

L0 Sivvims Toamefs, wd four gieat, < but cites this very

?j:ifisw:,uh ik up tie heptas Irvii. plaCC‘ of SC,@,’}U‘{Jﬂ) in his

book contra objectiones Arianorum,in his anfwer

to the tenth or laft objeftion.  His words are

£ thele,ln Patre & Filio,e Spiritu fantto unitatem

fib-

7 Appendix,

JubStantix accipimus.perfonas confundere non audemus
beatus enim Jobannes Apostolus teBatur dicens,tres funt,
qui teflimonium perbibent in Ceelo,Pater Verbum g Spi-
ritus, (9 bi tres unum funt. Quod etiam beatiffimus Mar -
tyr Cyprianus in Epifiola de unitate Ecclefie confitetur ,
dicens,qui pacem Chrifti & concordiam rumpit,adver(us
Chriftum facit:qui alibi prater Ecclefiam colligit,Chrifli
Ecclefiam fpargit. Atqsut unam Ecclefiam unius Dei effe
monStraret,bac confeflimaeflimonia de Scripturi infora-
it,dicit Dominus,Ego (o Pater unum [umus,& iterum,
de Patre do Filio (& Spiritu fanlo [eriptum eft, {o bi
tres wurmm funt, 1f it be faid,that St.Gyprian cited only
the latter part of the 8.v. where the wulgar Latine
has thofe very words, {o bi tres unum funt * and
that thus Facundus, Epifcopus-Hermianenfis, in the
time of Futinian, to whom he dedicates his book,
which he wrote pro defenfione trium capitulorum Con.
cilii Chalcedonenfis, feems to under(tand ic, without
taking any notice of the 7., citing th:s place of
St.Cyprian,though by a lapfe of his memory he faies
it is to be found in Epiftoli frue libro,ques: de Trini-
tate feripfit = Treply firft in general chac [in] might
eafily beleft out by the ofcitancy of the Librarii,
not to fay,razed out by the Hereticks ; the Syriack
Interpreter reading in his Greek Copy,what we find in
K ours,

(Wi 116,
ex Edit, [.5ir-
wend: Prlrlfff:

1629,
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ours,as to the latter part,y ot Tgeis ec 95 &y ériand
accordingly tranflating it o,¢ tres funt teftes, Spiri-
tus do Aqualo Sanguis (o bi tres in uno funt ¥+ Be-
chadand fo the Arabick Interpreter dal, & inuno,
only the Athiopick conforming to the preféﬁt read-
ing of the wulgar Latine, But what will they fay to
the Alexandrine MS. which they fo much adore,
which has the fame reading,é7i%e<ic é0 ot preeglo-
pByTEg,T) TV ety TO U8wey T spact, oy o ‘geis
4ic 15 & @1 3 which are the words alfo of our MS.
foin the Copies,which Oecumenius followed dlilgsi
How 61 pragTUgdrTES,TO e prce,ty T DSwg Ry T b=
/ucc,x‘j o1 Qesis g 7o &y 21y, St.Hierom’s tranflation

leaves out in the 8.2.¢o bitres unum or in unum funt,

and fo the Greek of Arias Montanus,and the Complu-
tenfian Edition;in the Margin of which later it is no-
ted that Aguinas in the expofition of the fecond de-
cretal de fummé Trinitate againft Abbot Foachim,who
perverfely interpreting theend of the 7,v.0f the u-
nity of will and confent,alledges the end of the 8.v.
for his authority and juftification; had made this
obfervation,fed boc in weris exemplaribus non babetur,
Jed dicitur ¢ffe appofirum ab Hereticis Arianis ad perver-
tendum intelleGium [anum: auloritatis premiff & de u-
nitate effentia trium perfonarum, | fuppofe the great

' refpedt

Appendis.
refpet Aquinas had for the wugar Latinmade him
rather (ufpet the whole to be added,than that it was
ill tranflated,which he would eafily have acknow-
ledged,had he confulted any Gr.MS, But this kind
of learning they were not acquainted with in that
Age of Scholattical ignorance and barbaroulnefs.
Secondly,as they take it for granted,that this was
the reading of the wulgar Latineat that time,fo they
more vainly and weakly fuppofe, that St.Cyprian
made ufe of the fame vulgar Latineedition,the con-
trary of which appears in feveral of his citations,
and it is more likely, that he might cranflate fo lice-
rally the latter parc of the 7.z,and not at all regard
the 8..0r the vulgar tranflation, and {o it appears
from the teftimony of, Fulgentins,cited above, that
he underftood it. _

Afterward when feveral,out of an evil defign to
overthrow the Mj/lery of the moft bleffed and ado-
rable Zrinity, omitted in their tranflacions of the
Scriptures into the Latin Tongue this Verfe (aliber-
ty which,it feems,every Pretender almoft made ufe
of,and it may well be fufpected, that an driaz then,
as a Socinian now,in kis tranflation would be over-
favourable to his own opinions,by leaving outand
putting in what might make for them,and accor-

Kz dingly
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dingly interpreting what was retained to their belt

() This Pre- adyanrage : ) St,Hierome in his preface to the Ca-

. face is print

ed in av ol mopical Epifiles vindicates the antient reading, and

editionof t] ¢

" m7witide [aies open the bafenefs and perfidioufnefs of thefe

interltreas y g
Glof, +ud 1 men.! (hall here put down the whole Preface; Ao

veed o5t ordy eStapud Greacos, qui integre (apiunt, (o fidem

- zedioen o & peltam feftantur Epiflolarum feptem,qua Canonica nun-

- our nwn Co.

g Livan - cupaptuy . ficut in Latinis codic:bus invenitur:-Quod quia

cub itk 11l Petrus primus et in mumero Apoflolorum.prime funt e-

: J’:lv,v.T]‘.‘f ?'x\]c . , ; ; :
ey N tiam ejus Epiflole,in ordine caterarumsfed ficut Eyan-

Hicrem's and

q-ehionlels - oofiStas dydum ad veritatis lineam correximus, ita has

his, and ac

- hnowleds’d proprio ordini Deo juvante reddidimus. Eftenim prima

as fuch. bot!

by £rafni: parum una Facobiduse Petrido tres Fobannis ¢s Fude

and Socinus ,

however o una.Qua fi ficut ab eis digefla fumt,ita quog; ab Inter-

s v bis pretibus fidelitér in Latinum verteremur eloquinm,nec

edition of St.
sivon's  ambiguitatem legentibus facerent,nec fermonum Jefe va-

works at B
Mo rietas umpugnaret, illo precipué loco,ubi de unitate 7ri-
nitatis in prima. Jobannis Epifloli pofitum legimus, in
qui etiam abinfidelibus tranflatoribus,multum err atum
offe 4 fidei veritate comperimus 5 tria tantummody voca-
bulaboc eft,aque. fanguinis o fpiritus in ipfi fud editi-
one ponentibus lo Patris verbig; ac fpiritiis teflimonium
omittentibus,in quo maximé (& fides Catholica roboratur,
o patris ac filii ac Spiritiss fanéli una divinitatis fub-
flantia comprobatur, In cateris vero Epistolis,quantum
a

- Appendix.
a nofira aliorum differt editio 5 LeStoris prudentix dere-
linguo. Sed tuVirgo Christi,Euflockium,dum a me im-
penfius Scriptur & veritatem inquiris;meam quodamino-
do fenelutem imvidorum dentibus corradendam exponss,
qui me falfarium corruptoremqs facrarum Scripturarun

" pronunciant. Sed ego in tali opere mec €mulorum meo-
rum invidentiam pertimefco,nec fanéle Scripture veri-

tatem pofcentibus denegabo. Erafmus and Socinus-are

-+ {o urged with this teftimony of St. Hierome,that they

are forced to male ufe of very pitiful and difin-
genuous arguments to invalidate it.Socinus had faid
before —fortaffe ante Hieronymum wix ullus inveni-
etur, qui teSTimonium iftud bac in loco plane agnoverit,
the falfity of which conjefture,however f{o warily
laid down,has been difproved;hereby craftily con-
cealing the citation out of St.Cyprian,he very bold-
ly accufes St. Hierome of Forgery, who having got

a Copy or Copies,in which this verfe was added, -

adverfus fidem aliorum omnium exemplarium, tam La-
tinorum,quam Gracorum,leétionem particule iflins tan-
quam germanam defendere @ promovere cepit,congue-
rens publice eam culpa ¢ fraude bereticorum abrafam
a vulgatis codicibus fuiffe. But St Hierorae has fuffi-
ciently confuted the falfenefs and boldnefs of this
Cavil, He was ufed to this kind of language, as if

he
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he had corrupted the Scriptures,but he was no way
moved by itythough this accufation of thofe of his
own time perchance may not fo much be refere’d
to this place,as to his tranflation in general,and may
proceed not fo much from heretical malice and
pravity,as envy of feveral of his contemporaries,
who were orthodox in the faith,but were no friends
to his riew tranflation.He charges the omiffion vp-
on thefe unfaithfil Tranflators (queftionlels Sabelli-
ans and Arians) and upbraids them wich it as a
thing manifeft and notorious, and eafily demon-
{trablesand certainly he weuld not have made him-
felf fo obnoxious,unlefs he had grounded his con-
fidence upon the authority of feveral Greek Copies:
with what little pretence of reafon therefore Eraf-
mus and Socinus fancy St.Hierome to have changed
the publick and common reading, let any indiffe-
rent perfon judge. But fuppofing that the Copies
of thofe times varied, which Erafmus grants (and
therefore St.Hierome is moft fallely and unjuftly ac-
cufed by Socinus to have been the author of this in-
terpolation)He enquires,quonam argumento docet u-
trum fit reétins,utrunoe fcriptum fit ab Apofiolo, pra-
fertim cum quod reprebendit, tum haberet publicus ufus
Ecclefie? To this it may be anfwered, r.that fome
vitia-

Appendix.

vitiated and defefive Copics,ough-tfnot to preju-

-~ dice the authority of entire and better Copies,whe-

ther Latin or Greek. 2. that St.Hierome had reafon
to prefer and vindicate that reading, which gives
fuch an evident proof of this great Article of the
Chriflian Religion,agrecable to the dofirine of the Ca-
tholick Church,derived down to them by an univerfal
Tradition;and acknowledged as {uch,by all,except-
ing a few,whom either difcontent,or prideand con-
ceitednefs of their own parts,and a love of innova-
tion and of being the author of a Sett,had drawn
into the contrary heretical opinion, Befides, his
words are fo clear,that one might juftly wonder,
that Erafinus thould pretend any difficulty or per-
lex fenfe in them,as he does in his,non [atis video,
quid fibi velit boc loco Hieronymus ; but that we have
too juft caufe to fufpedt,tiow that great Scholar was
biaft and perverted in his judgment, concerning
thofe great myfteries of Faich;though he is {o wary
and cunning, as not to difcover himfelf too open-
ly.He indeed is forced to confefs the nature of the
Father, Sonand Holy Ghoft to be fimple and undi-
vided, and the effence the fame, though he is pe-
remptory,thatit cannot be proved from this Text,
conflat bic agi de fide teStimonii, non de Jubflantia per-
' fonarum,

7t
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@ d i fonarum;herein followed by@)Beqz,and'with a great
(Ssia ) " deal of ceremony confefles it to be pious to fub-

guiden vidctuy

rore v it our underftanding to the judgment of the

st vam Church,as foon as the fhall declare he‘rﬁ:lf (as cer-
Tonair " tainly The has done inthis in her publick (?rgeds,to
~ the great thame and conviftion of Hereticks,who
rejet her authority) yet ftill for all this demure-
nefs,he pleads for aliberty of interpreting Scriptare,

as if the truch were not yet wholly reveal’d,and the
Church mighterr in her declarations, nec interim ne-

fas ek citra contentionem f[crutari verum, ut Dens aliis

alia patefecit (which is alfo the pretence of Socinus

and his followers :) and accordingly he interprets
feveral places of Seripture in favour of Arius and the
other Hereticks,and particularly this,cum totus locus

[it obfecurns, non poteft admodum valere ad revincendbs
Hegreticos (the {ame pretence beingmade ufe of for

all places,though never fo plain)and endeavours to
elude the force of that famous place in 17im.3.16.

by expunging the word ®so¢, as much as in him
lies,that is, by pretending it was added by the 4-

rian Hereticks.So that we need the lefs value the cen-

fure he pafles upon S,Hierome in this matter,where
nothing but pure zeal for the truths of God could
make hin {o concern’d and fervent_1lle fixpe nu-
mero
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mero wiokutus 52 parumng; padens fepe varius,paranig,
Jibi conflans, ‘ »

acins Clarus a Spanifp Bifbop, who died abour
the year 388,at what time the elder Zheodofius and
Valentinian were Emperours, cites both verfes,
though asto their order tranfpoled,and wich a lic-
tle alteration, in his book againft Varimadus an A-
rian Deacon,refponfione 3.— Frem ipfe (i.c. Fobannes E- Tom. 4, Bibli-
vangelifla,whole Gofpel he had juft before cited ) ad Lo, Fari
Parthos, tres funt, inquit, qui teflimonium perbibent in ’
terrd, Aqua, Sanguislo Carodo tres in nobis funt : do
tres funt,qui testimonium perbibent in coelo, Pater,Ver-
bum o Spiritus,co~ bi tres unum Juntzwhich very cita-
tion is made ule of;as being borrowed hence,by the
author of the colletions of the decretal Epifiles ,
which beyond all doubr are proved to be counter-
feitand fuppofititious,in the. 1 Epiftle of Hygims, () cote -

pifiodarum

and by this isto be corre&ted,lrem ipfe ad Parchos, remtifetiv

cenfuram & D,

tres funt,qui teStinionium perbibent interram, Aqua,San- Bl -
guis & Carosts: tres in nobis funt,qui teflimonium per- Chr1628.135
bibent in ceelo,Pater, Verbum, (o Spirituse bi tres y.
num funt. There is like variety of reading in both
verles in {everal old Copies,fome leaving our £vla
geaviiand ok Tiic yiic or év 1 ya,others retaining
them : For this [in terrd?] Socinus confefles to be

L found
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found in quibufdam emendatis exemplaribus, though
that we may gain nothing by this confeffion,he te'lls
us immediately after,it is not extant i emendatio-
nibus, Tt might eafily be forefeen,that if either had
been left,and particularly this latter;the one would
have infer’d the other juftly and neceffarily, and
therefore it cannor feem ftrange,if the firft corrup-
ters of this Scripture,to makeall fure,and to rend-
er their falfe and perfidious dealing the more un-
fufpeéted omitted both ; fo too in that antient MS.
Grotius made ufe of though he gives usno proof of
its antiquity in that place , and fuppofe it were
written a thoufand years fince, Wwe are not to be
fwayed by it,as if it were authentick,ots -igég eiow ot
peetugsiles To [Tyed ety 70 e ) 7 &g, and
no more,who thereupon conjettures thefe words #
onTeelc &y dotwith the former verfe to have been
added by the Ariansto prove the fatherfonand holy
ghoft, to be one in confent only,buc afterwards re-
moved and altered by the Catholicks,and added to
the former verfe, which is faid without any the
leaft proof either from reafon or antiquity , and
has nothing to maintain the fancy, but the great
name of the Author of it.
That which* Sandius and feveral others allege
in

gppeédix,

" in the firlt place, that eo omiffo meliorem effe verbo-

rum connexionem, the connexion is far better, if the
7 v, were omitced, and that therefore it ought to
be fo,and was antiently omitted ; if the {uppofition
were true, is not only vain and frivolous, but very
bold and immodeft to ty the firit of Godto fuch
away of writing, as pleafes their humours and
fancies beft, and favours moft of humane ar-
tifice, and by the fame argument they may reject
not only verfes,but whole chapters in the .7 for
the meannefs and inaccuracy of the flile, and the
feeming carelefnefs of the method, whichis notal-
ways conformable to the rules of the Gr.eloguence.
2. Indignum eft fummo Deo ¢ffé teStem, imo coram quo
judice teflis foret 2 is a groundlefs and bold cavil;for

" this witneffing is nothing elfe but the declaration of

God to mankind by evident figns and tokens con-
cerning our Saviours being the true Mefftas, and of
his being born in the flefh,and that he came from,
him, This God has attefted and fufficiently made
known to the World, and in this fenfe the Word
often occurs in the Seriptures, without the leaft in-
dignity offered o the Divine Nature. The only pre-
tence he has for his fancy is a bafe and uaworthy
comparifon he conceives in his mind between Gods
L2 being
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being a witnefs, and mans being a witnefs i mﬁonr

Courts of Judicature, forgetting the genuime:and.

eafie fenfe of the word, as1have above exprcﬁé&
it. 2. That it is highly pIObe e that this verle was
inferted by a Sabellian , the contrary whereof is

mofttrue. 4. Thatin feveral. MSS, and Editions of

modern languages, there isa tranfpofitionof thefe
two verfes. The fame before was acknowledzed to
be found in fome Greek copies,which no way proves
‘the pretended interpolation, but only thatantient
‘copies do not all agree. 5. Thatthis v. does very

highly favour the Arians, but this is fuch a ftrain -

of fancy, that he may as well allege the firft words

of the Book of Genefis, to prove Ariflotles opinion -

of the eternity of the World. If men out of a pre-
‘judicate opinion,- againft the dorine of the:Ga-
thelick Church, allow themfelves to interpret Serix
“pture according to their own fancies , it. canmot
{cem ftrange co'any, that they thould goabout to
prove and jultifie. their blafphemies from: the
plaineft rext's'0fS‘cri)1>zuI€ that.in the judgment of
all fober perfons, who ar free from thofe prej ud!-
res,, do mo(’c eVIdently rcfute them
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