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ORATION, ¢

G’REAT GOD! we adore thy Sove-

reign Providence, which hath fmitten the father
of his country, and left a nation in tears !

My fellow-citizens ! your griefs are manly—they
are approved of Heaven-—you mourn a father. All
America mingles her fighs with yours—foreign na-
tions, admiring his achievements and his virtues,
will think that liberty has loft a proteftor among
them~—and even that great people from whom he
wrefted our freedom ard independence, forgatting
that they have loft an empire}by his wifdom and va-
lour, will honor himn with their griefs, and their

praife:.

His country is erefting monuments and ftatues
to his memory. Brafs and marble fhall exprefs his
glory But brafs and marble will decay, and the
glory that is committed to them alone will perifh.
Yloquence and hiftory fhall rear to him more dura-

ble trophics. Hftorians fhall immortalize their
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page witlt the name of WASHINGTON ; and fua
ture orators fhall quote it with the pames of Epa«

minondas, of Aiiltides, and of Cato, to illuminate

their difcourfe, and to enforce, by great examplesy

the virtugs of a difinterefted and heroic patriotifm.
But his moft lating, and molt noble monument
fhall be the affetions of his countrymen; whe will
tranfmit theif admiration of him as an increafing in+
heritance to their lateft pofterity. To teftify the:
elteem, and to announcc to the world'the profound:
regrets, of a grateful country, poets, and orators,
and the minifters of treligion, have come forth to.
pronounce and re.ccho his praifes throughout all
America. How fublime, and how fingular the glo
ry ! thus to receive the voluntary liomage of a free,.
and a great people—~the homage of equals paid, not
to pre-eminence of rank, but of virtue—-not extort.-
cd by the command of power, but the unconftrain«
cd effufion of the heart ! I allo, at your invitation,
appear among them, with a zeal dilproportioned to
my ftrengths to pay my feeble ttibute to the me-
mory of a man deferycdly fo dear to every worthy
and honeft American~—=-But, sh ! I feel, in the be-
ginping, that my words ate unable to reach the con-
ceptions of my own mind, and that they muft fall-
far below the ideas and.emotions which already oc-
cupy yours. Oune advantage, indeed, J may derive
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frewm- hence, the only onc that inability can yield,
which is, that,.when I have beftowed on this illuftri-
ous citizen the higheft praifes, I fhall have' the tefti-
mony of your hearts that I have faid even lels than
the truth—-I fhall have no need to have recourle to
the bafe arts of flattery to praife the moft modelt of
men, who fpurnced from hint, while living, all infin-
cerity and adulation.~—~=~Oh! if the occafion, and
the prefence of this numerous and enlightened aflems
bly, could light up within me a fpark of that clo.
quence which they are fo well fitted to enkindle, and
could raife above itfelf a genius fo far inferior to the
fubject, and the demands of public expeétation, with
what noble ideas fhould I fill your minds! what a
warm impreflion would the recital of achievements,
and the difplay of talents and virtucs hke his, make
upon.your hearts! Certainly no hero, modern, or
ancient, has ever offered to the orator a more 1illuf-

trious or fertile fubjet. of that cloquence that is
calculated to touch the heart, or to raife men to the

heichths of virtueby great exampies.

- I whom have ever fhone with more fplendor the
talonts of war, in creating an army ; in fuccefsful-
v maintaining himfelf in the face of a {uperior
enemy 3 in infpiring with courage raw troops; in
attaching foldiers to order ana their country in the
idft of extremme hardfhips, and the njuflice of
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their country itfelf; in feizing viftories by an .ene
terprizing bravery, when enterprize was fafe for
the republic, or in condulling retreats that gained
him no lefs glory than vitories; in vanquifhing
his enemies by a firm undaunted courage, or con-
fuming and wafting them away by a wife and no-

ble patience ? Where can we find a conqueror fo
humble, fo difinterefted, fo devoted folely to his
country—ifo ferene, fo fublime in adverfity—Iio mo-

deft in the midft of triumphs—in danger fo intrepid:
and calm—and pofleffing fuch controul over cvents
by his prudence and perfeverance ?

OTHER nations begin their eulogiums of great
men, by tracing their birth to fome royal houle, or
fome noble family. This is the praife of flaves.
Virtue, talents, fervices, are our nobility. What
glory could he have derived from a noble'parentage,
whofe virtues would have added their chief {plendor
to thrones? Such adventitious and accidental dif.
ricctions might have leflened, but could not have
augmented, that high and folid fame which he now
poffefles. The name of WASHINGTON 15 fur-
rounded with a luftrc that eclipfesthat of kings :
And nct his fmalleft praile is, that it is all his own~—
it is derived from the intrinfic worth and merit.of

the man—not a ray of it is borrowed—his father.
was a plain but virtuous citizen,
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' SocrATES believed that he was attended by a Ge.
nius which often gave him counfel and inftruétion,
and watched over his fafety—The Genius of Brutus
abandoned him at the plains of Philippi; but the
guardian Genius of owr hero, which never forfook
him, was that Divine Providence, which he always
devoutly acknowleged, and which feemed to prefide
over him with a peculiar predilction from his birth,
giving his mind that happy impulfe and direction,
and combining thofe fortunate coincidences of
events, which we have feen leading to fuccefs and
fame in all the important fcenes of his life.

His firft education was diretted only to {olid and
~afeful attainments.  Mathematical {cience, whicls
contributes, perhaps, more than any other to
ftrengthen the mind, and which i1s fo intimately
connefted with the military art, was his carlieft,
and his favorite ftudy. His exercifes were manly
and vigorous; his conltitution was active and
{trong ; his port noble and commauding ; his per-
fon graceful and majeftic ; his countenance expref-
five of that benignity, that honor, that grandeur of
fentiment, that profound refletion, for which he
was diftinguifhed. But thefe are vulgar praifes.
He had a mind capable of combining all the inte-

refts of his country; a difcernment capable of pe-
netrating and defeating all the defigns of its ene-
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mies; a heart capable of daring .every dange? in
its defence. '

His dawn of life gave fome aufpicious pre.
fages of the fplendor of its meridian. Scarcely
had he attained his twentieth year, when he was
employed by the government of Virginia, his na-
tive ftate, in an enterprize as hazardous, as. it was
honorable, which required all the prudence of .age
united with all the vigor and fire of youth. The
armies of France threatened to environ thele {tates,

then colonies of Great Britain, and to inclofe them
in a chain of fortifications from the lakes to New-

Orleans; and they were artfully attaching to their
own intereflts, and exciting againft ‘us, the fury of
thefuvage nations, Young Wathington was charg-

‘ed to remonftrate with their commander, to penes
trate their-defigns, to -eftimate their force, to ob-

ferve-their works, and to conciliate, if poffible, the
affe¥ions ‘of the native tribes. In the difcharge
of this truft, you fce him, at an inclement feafon
of the year, traverfe the immenfe foreft dlone.
Amidft inceffant rains and fnows, and over vaft 11
vers, rendered almoft impaffable by ice, and {ur-
tounded with lurking parties of hoftile favages, he
putfues his courfe.  'When his hor{es are exhauﬁed

he continues on foot his difficult and dangerous
route; he obferves every thing with the eye of &
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warrlor 3 he marks out f’ires for fortreflfes; he
meafures the fortrefles of the enemy; he difplays
a firmoefs of mind in the greateft dangers, a pati-
ence of fatigue in the greateft dificulties, and «
confumumate dddrefs in the gonduét of the whole,
that would have beea worthy the reputation of the
oldeft commanders ; and finally, exccutes an ardu.
ous commiflion in a manner that deferved and ob-
tained univerfal applayfe. At an age when other
youth are purfuing only pleafures, and foftening
their minds and bodies by indulgence, he is already
hardening himfelf for the toils and dangers of
war—he 1s practically ftudying mankind—and ap-
plying the {cience of Fuclid and of Vauban to the
~ defence of his country,

~ Tue WAR, which then menaced thefe infant fet,
tlements, foon began to rage. The brave but impetus
ous Braddock was commiffioned to defend, in Ame-
rica, the honor, and the interefts, of Britain. In
all the pride of European difcipline, and Briafh va-
lour, he defpifed an enemy who fought by {tealtn,
and fcorned the admonitions af Wathington, who
was only a youth, but who was a warrior by intui-
tion, and who perceived, in a moment, cvery
change which that formidable art ought to aflume
from new circumftances. Surrcunded in the forelt

by an enemy invifible, but drcadful, his ranks ciy:
B
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down by a hidden fire, 1this principal olhcers: flain,
and hinfelf mortally wounded, amidit carnage.
and death, where valour was ufelels, and difcipline.
only oftcred furer marks to the deftrutive aim of
the foe, terror and defpair overwhelmed every heart.
'Then our hero, all calm and intrepid, and now left

to purfue his own 1deas, was feen, on. the fpot, to
change the whole order of battle,  'With his brave

Virginians he protected the aftonifhed battalions of:
Britain, covered them under the buckler of Ameri-
ca, and, in the name of his country, faved thofe. ar.
mies, whom, in her defence, he was one day to
conquer. ‘They fhouted him their deliverer; and

the fhotes of Xurope and America re-echoed the
applaufes of the camp.

BuT it was, when America called -him to the head
of her armies, in the long and bloody war which fhe
was obliged to maintain, in defence of her rights, and.
her exiftence, againft that nation, become haugh-
ty and unjuft, that he difplayed the full extent, and
variety, of his genius. Britain had cherifhed her
colonies in the new world merely as inftruments of
commerce, till their growing profperity. rendered
them. at length an obje& both of avarice, and of
ambition, Flufhed with her triumphs under the
aufpices of the great Chatham, and rejeling, af-
ter profiting by, the counfels of that fublime ftates-
man, fhe had already, in imagination, fwallowed
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pur treafures—sdivided our provinces among her
princes—our citics and fields among her nobles—
and deftined our ‘hufbandmen to be tenants and
labourers for her. America, troufed to defend

rights that were dearer to her than her exiltence,

but unprepared to meet an attack which (he had not
expe&ted from a parent nation, had norhing to op-
pofe to this forinidable invafion but her unconquer-
able love of liberty, her virtue, and Wafhington. -

How unequal was the confli¢t between a young
country, in the very infancy of her improven:ents—
"poﬂ't.ﬂing, as yet, only a few hufbandmen feattered
over an unwieldy territory—nur{ed in habiis of
veneration and obediénce to her invader—without
an organized government to conduct the neceflary
operations of her defence—deftitute of clothing,

of ammunition, ahd almoft of arms, for her few
foldiers—and rendered ftill more impotent by an

injudicious fyltem of finance bottcmed vpon no
funds—and, on the other hand, a mighty nation
in the fummit of her glory—grown old in vi€tories

—whofe numecrous and veteran armies had jult
humbled the firft power in Europe—whofe flcets
covered and ruled the ocean—and who commanded,
by hér commerce, half the wealth of the world !
If we counted only the refources of America, and
the number of her troops, would we not prondunce:
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thatThe was alrcady vanquifhed ? But the talents: of
her leader were in the room of armics, and of treax
{ures ; and his fuccefs undeniubly ranks him among
the greatelt generals in the univerfe. -IHé had to
compenfate, by addrels, the defed of ‘eneigy in the
rroverinient—to make perforial influerice fupply the
tvant of moriév, and of alméft every neceflary fot
a camp~=to mandage with fkill the caprices of liber-
ty itfelf, which are fo often ruinods to its own inte-
1efts—to conciliate to the fervice men irritated by
difappointmient, and the injuftice, though, perhaps;
the neceffary injuflice, of their country—and to raife

the courage of thole who were already fubdued by

want. Yoii fee him, ai one time, pam,ntly prepar-
ing the train of events for fome great effe—at an-

other, anticipating them by u bold and decifive
ftroke. Sometinies he ftoops upon ﬁi&qry like an
cagle—=arid fometimes he rénders it fure by a prudent
delay. Hé always rifes from defeat like a conque-
ror, and, ir. the énd, obliges the eneiny to abandon
the poft which they had feized. In all changes
of fortune; he is ferene, colleéted, and {fublime.

Succels cannot el'ate hini. No reverfe can fink his
courage, or thake his firmnefs. And )'rou behold him
with equal admiration, when compelled to retire,
with the broken remains of his army acrofs the Jera

fies, as when he entered in triumph over the dea
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fnolithed fortifications of York, and, by ohe fplem.
did action, puta period to the war,

T details bf lis éxplolts I leave to the hiftorian:
They willinflruét the remoteft ages.  They are {till -
yecent in your memory.  The childrén of America
repeat them with enthufiafm, His Arft a& was to
expel the enemy from Bofton, and to reftore to
the nation tliat mhportant capital  Afterwards,
when in the face of a thouland thips, and an im-
menle army, he was obliged to rctire before fuperi-
or numbers from the open and defercelefs city of
New-York, if, for a moment, iznorance and im-
patienice impeached his courage, or his fkiil, the
returning refleion of his fellow-citizens approved
his prudence, and applauded his firmnels. Con-
Ictous of doiiig what a patiiotic general ought to
do, hé felt all the humiliation of unfounded cen-
fure ; but he was willing to béar the folly, and the
injuftice, of his countrymen for the falvation of his
country. He was not among thofe frantic heroes,
who, to gain the vain reputation of a thoughtlefs bra-
very, will hazard the fafety of their country itfelf.
1ho’ he loved glory, the interefts of America
were dearer to him than his own fame. Her cir-

cumitances, at that moment, imperioufly forbad
him to rifk the exiftence of his fmall army. His

Jofty foul was .incapable of fear ; He even F:cmcd,
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to icquire new encrgics at the approach bf danhget:
but a cool and comprehenfive wildom tempered the
ardent impulfes of his courage and -he now re.
folved, like a great general, to expole nothing to
hazard which he could defend by prudence, and
not to force [ortune where he was fure of gaining
her by a wife delay.  He retired before the enemy,
wlways commanding their refpedt by his well chofen
poiitions, till, 'having gained the farther fhore of
the Delaware, he there arrefted their progrefs, and
there triumphantly turned the tide of the war,
'The place on which I ftand is confecrated by his
triumphs—your ftrcets have flowed with hoftile
blood—hcre viGory firlt returned to his {tandard,
which for a moment, hc had abandoned. ‘I'ren.
ton ! and Princeton! names rendered dear to your
country by exploits that will be forever -combined
witli them in hiftory, on your plains hope was firft
rekindled in the bofom of America.

DesronneEncy bad begun to feize the public
mind, It was neceflary to reftore its vigor by fome
brilliant ation ; and Wafhington who, at onc time,
fo prudently retired from danger, was now deter-
mined to put all to hazard—nhe had been willing to
fw vive misfortune only to retrieve it—~hc was now
prepared to die, or refolved to conquer.——1I lee

him, in the depth of winter, with an army Icarces
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ly half ciothed, and {mall in number, s mind’
lubouring  with. fome vaft and almolt defperate,
purpole, ftruggling with the ice, and with the
torrent, forcing his way acrofs the Delaware.
Supperted. by a tew militia, brave but undifeiplined,
his circumitances were infinitely critical.  An im-
paflable river was now bebind him, a fuperior
cnemy in (ronty feparated from him only by a {fimall
ravine.  Tihe evening clofed under a tremendous
cannonade, Both armics, lighting their fires, and:
{otting their guards, were waiting, i anxious ful-
penfe, the approach of the morning.  The fate of”
Ameriea feemed to be ftuked on the event of one
great and decifive battle.  Then the military talents
of the American hero fhone forth with new fplen
dor, and revived, and' fixed, the wavering confi-
dence.of ‘his country. By onc of thofe happy
ftrokes of genius that diltinguifh only great gene-
rals, he broke all the plans of his foes, and rolled
the. waves of misfortune back upon themfielves.
In the night he pafled unpercetved the army
in his front, attacked an important polt in
their rear, carried it fword in hand, and awaken-
ed them ta a fenfe of all thar danger, and their
{hame, by the founds of vittory from Princeton.

Princeton ! thy fields, rendered facred by the blowd
of Mercer, and illuftrious by the actions of Wall-
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ington, Thall be forever connefted in hiftory with
his glory—thy fons fhall hereafter vie with ono
another in ¢loquence and fong to celebrate his
fame, and, pointing to the fpot where Wafhington
triumphed, fhall perceive their genius kindled} with

new fires, and from him deriyg, while they copfer,
immortality,

T'1e plan of the general was to haften to Brunf.
wick, and feize the cnemy’s arfenal, {tores, and
military chelt, depofited there ; but his troops,
harraffed . and exhaufted with inceffant labours,
marches, and confli¢s, werc unable to accomplifh
the grandeur of his views, ‘The Britith command-
er, in the utmoft confternation, flew'to their pro-
teCtion.  The American, with a wifdom worthy
the celebrated diftator who faved Rome, immedi-
atcly occupicd the hills that overlooked the ftrong
pofitidn of the enemy, on the fummits of which
he hung like fome dark and terrible cloud impreg-
nated with thunder, and continually threatening to
burft upon them.* He {traitens their quarters—he
drives in their polts—he cuts off their parties—he
rcanimates the cour‘age of the militia of New-Jer.
fey; and, by practifing them in daily combats,
renders them at length, under the condu@ of a

few gallant officers, worthy to fight by the fide of

» The image which Hannjbal applied to Fabius,
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veterans—Ile expels the encmy froma ftate which
they had fo cruelly ravaged.

By the aid-of their navy they were enabled
rapidly to tranfport themfelves to the greateft diftan-
ces 3 fand the American gencral was obliged to be
reﬁd)' to meet them at cvery point. e met them
on the Brandywine, where the timidity, or the
treachery of the men ecmployed to bring him intel-
licence of -their movements, defeated one of the
wifclt and moft brilliant plans of the war, which
would probably have puyt in his poffceflion their
artillery, ' their baggage, and their whole camp.*
But Heaven hud refolved to protract their fate 3
and they entered the capital of Pennfylvania.

WHILE encamped at the Valley Forge under
every difadvantage to whick a commander could be
fubject, and fuffering the moft cruel neiled, not
to fay injuftice of his country, he furprifcd a’ divi-

* The intention of the general was, to permit the enemy to
crofs the Brandywine above h-a, and; while they imarined they
were taking him in flank, to pulh forward his mzin body, and
furprife their camp on the other fide of the river, which would
have cut oft their retreat, and heen probably followed by theic
total ruine His runners, whether intimidated, or corrupted,
perlifted to allure bim, in the moft fulemn manner, that the
Britilh forces had not crofled u+ the places where he certainty
expected them, and deceived him with regard to their real moves
ments, till it was too late to execute his deilen,  He was com-
pelled to retreat,  Aund, a few day:-afterwaids, when he offered
them battle again in the Grear-Valley the clements foughs
Bgam[t him, C
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fion of their army on the heiglits of Germantown,
and in the moment that viCtory was declaring for
his arms, and their routed legions were fleeing in
cvery direCtion, a voice, a whifper, one of thofe
invifible and unaccountable accidents which . fre.
quently decide the fate of battles, wrefted the prize
out of his hands. . But his unconquerable energy,
his infinite . refources in mistortune, robbed them
of all the fruits of their fuccefs, ‘Vhey dared no
Jonger venture ouwt of their entrenchments, and he
held them enchained in Philadelphia.

" THe generals of Britain, contending ,in vain
again{t (he indefatigable courage, and the inex.
hauftible refources of the American hero, who,
tho at the head of a feeble and ill-appointed army,
was often viQorious, and who reaped even from
defeat the fruits of victory, refolved to abandon to

him Penn.l'ylva'na, as they had before ylelded New.
Jerfev..

THEN you faw him on the burning plains of
Monmouth, rallying his broken van, and leading
it on to a new charge; expofing himfelf like a
common foldier, prefent in every place at the fa:2
moment ; and while men were fainting, and dying
in their ranks with fatigue, and heat, and thirft,
refﬁﬁng to reft, or to tafte refrethment, till viGtory
gave him a right to repofe. With pleafure Ifee in
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this affembly your ExcerrLency,* and fo many
other. brave officers, who were there witnefles of
his glory, and who boreno fimall fhare in the dan.
gers, and the honors of that memorable day.

" Tue twenty-ninth June gave reft to the northern
{tates ; and Britain, defpairing to be able to con.
tend with Waihington, dctermined to bend all her
foice againft the South. But there fhc met the
wife and gailant Greene, who was worthy to be the

brother of Wafhington. Greene was cutting off
her garrifons, and her armics in detail.  But, hey
main army, under the condué of the bravelt and
moft enterprifing of her generals, was ftill referved
to adorn the triumphs of the firft hero of America.

. Hisrorrans will relate with what admirable:
combination he formed the plan, and concerted
its execution, with an ally [eparated from him by
more than a thoufand leagues, for furprizing and
entangling in his toils his active foe—with what ad.

drefs he diverted the attention of the Britifh com.
manders—and how, after a march of four hundred
miles, he had fo amufed and blinded them, that he
ftill found his enemy in the place where he had de-

termined to feize him. America will forever

record that happy day in which her vitorious

. * Governor How Ly, whé followed the bier as chief mourner.
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¢hief-faw Britain laying her laft ftandards at hfs
feet. I feem to participate with himn that genes
rous exaltation, that noble triumph of fuul, which,
in this moment, hefclt. Not that he was capable,
with unmanly infolence, of cxulting over a prof-
trate encmy, but he faw, in their fall, the falvation
of his country. On the ruins of York he laid-
the immortal bafe of the republic. How deli-
cious | How fublime was the moment! Btitain was
humbled*—America was delivered and avenged.,

" Tue war terminated, PLACL reftored, and the
liberties of the new world eftablifhed on the firmeft

foundations, the conc[uding fcene was the moft
auguft and interefting that the -hiftory of nations
has, perhaps, ever prefented.——Other conquer-
ors have confidered vitory as the mean of grafping
unlawful powet.—The foul of Wafhington was
more fublime.—Fe regarded in his victories only

the peace and happinefs of a great nation. A

fine morality tempered and reigned in the midit
of his hcroic qualities. -The charalter of a

patriot he confidered as fuperior to that of a
hero ; and to be a renowned warrior was lefs in ©

* Such expreflions as this cannot reafonably be fuppofed to
be intended to cherifh national prejudices, or to intlame nation-
al antipathies. They are- ufed by the writers of every country
1 celebrating their' eminent Tflatefmen, and  their  herocs.
They indicate fenfations that were natural and lawtul on the
occafion, but are afterwards forgotten in the rclations of amie

ty, and commercial intercourte.
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his eftcem, thanto bea good man, He haﬂ'cns,
therefore, to the feat of Congrefs to tefign into
the hands of the fathers of his country the pows
ers with which they had invelted him, and-which.
he had fo nobly employed in its defences~-Auguft:
fpetacle ! Illuftrious chief! He was o far elevated.
above the reft of mantind that no way was left.
for him to become gteater but by humbling him.
felf. Bsechkecomesssthoshall Qurrounded with.
wh his virtues, his fervices, and his glories, of
which _no_one one lm hi )nfelf feemed to be uncon-
fciﬁﬁ';s&_. This. awtu laffembly reccived him as the
founder, and the guardian, of the republic. Lvery.
heart was big with emotion. Silently they retraced
the fcenes of aflli®tion and danger thro’ which
they had paffed together—They recalled to mind
the peace and freedom purchafed by his arm—
They regarded with veneration that great man,

who appeared more great and worth of c&;t,ga >
ﬂ'-r-‘f--d m-;,y,

/i‘..d'/‘ﬂrmh h d d n..m-__.m:a!..t
t ad, done 1
in reﬁgnmg 1an he { &..«.f

h’npmr aglﬁﬂtpr ?pcechf W;
7« all his public employments, an “zf;”no’: ro o

12;3 cftionate leave. At the contemplation of fuch
rare virtue, and moved at the rccolleGion of fo

many mterefhng fcenes, tt,;'l,l‘ﬁ of it:limm?tlon and

gratitude burft from m: “he hcro, touched-
with the general emotion, wet his check with a
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Manly tear;. while he depofited -his fwotd under
the laws, which he had covered.with his fhicld.

THe laft a& of a fpeQacle fo “affc&ting was an.
aét of religion. Great example for legiflators, ruv

lers, warriors—for all who either poffels elevated fta-
tionis, or whay aim at high and folid fame! In that
auguft- prefence, he worfthips the Ruler of the
Univerfe—he commends the interelts of his deareft
country to the prote@ion- of Almighty God—and.
there, in the temple of the' laws,  he offers ton,
Heaven the-incenfe of a nation from the altar of
his own. pure and noble “heart.~=—This done, he
retires.amidft the vows, and prayers, and blefﬁngs,
of a grateful apnd admiring country, to the peace-
tul thade of Vernon.-;-i',jot like thofe heroes who
build their glory on the mifery of the human race,
and whofe reftlefs fouls  are forever.tofled in the
tempefts of ambition, he foﬁght only peace by war,
and returned from its cruel and bloody fields with.
delight to'the firft innocent employmeme of human-

natlﬂ'é?“ - ’ i ;q, . _. .‘-.-_,.- .t
LY i SIS ,
LeT us contemplate lurn, a moment in this

RETIREMENT, which he alwaya chofe with fuch
prediletion when the fervice of his country would
permit.lim tq. enjoy it. __ *

F

".ﬁ"ﬂr"' 4 (.

~IN PRIVATE wLIrE he was as amiable, as vire
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tuous, and as great, us he appeared fublime oh the
public theatre of the world, How many conquerors,
tenowned in hiftory, have been great only while

they acted a canfpicuous part under the obfervas

tion of mankind ! The foul, in fuch a fituation,
perceives an artificial elevation—it ailyges the fen-

timents of virtue correfponding to the grandeur
of the objetts that furround it. In private, it fub-
fides into itfelf; and, in the ordinary details of life
and condué, the men, who feemed to be raifed
sbove others by the fplendor of fome rare occa.’
fions, now fink below them—they are degraded by
their paffions—thofe who were able to' command
armies, have loft the power of felf-command——
and, when they arc not berocs, they are nothing.
Woathington was always cqual to bimfelf. There
was a dignity in the manger in which he perfermed
the finaileft things., A majefty furrounded him that
Jeemed to humble thofe who approached him, at
the fame time that there was a benignity in his
manners that invited their confidence and efteem.
His virtues, always elevated and fplendid, fhone on-
ly with a milder light by being placed in the vale of
ietirement. e was fincere, wmodeft, upright, hy-
jnane ; afriend of religion ; the idol of his neigh.
bouts as well as of his country ; magnificent in hig
bofpitality, but plain in his manners, and fimple in
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his equipage.  “ And the motives of thefe virtues we
are not to fcek in a vain affedtation of popularity,
which has often cnabled the cunning and the art-
ful to make great facrifices to public opinion, but in
the native impulfe and goodnels of his heart.—
His emotiony, naturally ftrong and ardent, as they
are, perhaps, in all great men, he had conpletely
fubjetted to the contyoyl of reafon, and placed un.
der the guard of fuch a vigilant prudence, that he
never fuffered himlelf to be furprized by them.
Philofophy and rcligion in his breaft had obtained a
noble triumph : And his firft title to command over
cthers was his perfeét command of himfelf. Such
a fublime idea had he formed of man that in
him you . never deteted any of the littlenef
fes of the paflions.—His confummate prudence,
which was one of his moft chara&eriftic qualities,
and which néir-;r forfook him for a moment, contri-
buted to fix the affetions and the confidence of his
tellow-citizens, which he had acquired by his ta.
lents.—Eminently diftinguithed for his conjugal
and domeftic virtues, the perfe& purity of his pri-
vate morals added not a little to that dignity of

charatter in which he was fuperjor to all men.
There is a majefty in virtue which commands the

refpect even of thofe who do not love it, and which
gives to great talents their higheft luftre.~Ah !
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if the ambitious knew, or were willing to efltimate
its influence on reputation, and its powerful com.

mand over the minds of men, they would ftudy to
be virtyous from fulf-intereft.

Negp I tell you, who know the terms on which
he performed the greateft fervices that were ever
rendered to a nation, how difinterefted and noble
was his nature ? How dear would not a mercenary
man have fold Ais toils, bis dangers, and, above all,
bis fucceffes ? What fchemes of grandeur, and of
power, would not an ambitious man have built upon
the affeCtions of the people, and the army ? ‘The
only wealth which HE fought to draw from them
was the riches of his country—the only reward, the
love of his fellow-citizens, and the confcioufnels of
his own heart.

His whole charalter was confiltent. Equallv
induftrious with his plough as with his fword, he
efteemed idlenefs and inutility the greateft difgrace
of man, whofe powers attain perfection only by
conftant and vigorous attion, and who is placed by
providence in fo many focial relations, oaly to do
good. Every thing round him was marked by 3
dignified {implicity. While fo many affo&t faltidi-
onfly to display their wealth in {umptucus edifices,
and fplendid equipages, and incur infiniicly moie

expenfe to be envied and hated, than would be [uf.
D
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ficient to make themfelves adored, his manfion was .
as modefl as his heart,  Strangers from all nations-
who vifited it, went, not to admire 2 magnificent
pile, but to gratify a noble curiofity in feecing the
firft man in the world, Palaces, and columns,
and porticos, would have fhrunk befide him, and
fcarccly have been feen. Like the imperial palace.
of Marcus Aurclius at Rome, the plain and mo-
deft walls refemblcd fome augult temple, which has.
no ornament but the Deity that inhabits it.*  You
approached 1t with reverence as ﬁthe retreat of a.
HERO, the venerable abode of all the VIR TUES.
He had no need to feek a falfe glory by any exte-
rior difplay of magnificence, who poﬂ'eﬁ'ed {uch in-
trinfic worth and grandeur of foul. Every where
he goes without any attendants but his virtues—he
travels without pomp ; but cvery one furrounds
him, in imagination, with his vicories, his tri-,
umphs, his glorious toils, his public fervices.
How fublime is this fimplicity ! How fuperior to
all the faltuous magnificence of luxury ! Thus hef
lived, difcharging, without oftentation, all the ci-

vil, focial, and domeftic, offices of life—temperate
in his defires—faithful to his duties—retiring from

tame, which every where purfued him—living like

* A lpecch put by Mr. Themas into the mouth of Apolla-
nies 2 philolopher, and the friend of Marcus.

g
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a beneficent deity in the bofom of his family, its-
delight, and its glory. .

Amiable woman! fole partner of his deareft
plealures, who enjoyed moft intimately, and who
beft knew, . his worth, your overwhelming griefs,
the defolation of your heart, under this {troke, tel-
tify the precioufnefs of what you haveloft. Inthe
full tide of happinefs, in a moment, in one ter-.
rible inftant, more than empires has been ravithed
ftom your embrace. Oh! if a nation’s tears can
yield you any confolation, the tears of a nation are
mingled with yours. DBut, alas! while they cen--
fole, they remind you, by a new proof, of the va-
lue of what Heaven has taken—has taken, per-
haps in mercy, that, when your Saviour fhall call"
allo for you, earth may not have a 1ival te him in
your heart.

But, my fellow-citizens, among the nobleft or-
naments of this extraordinary man, was his humi- -
lity, and his refpect for religion.  Humility was the
veil thro’ which his virtues thone with a more amia.
ble, becaufe lefs dazzling, lultre. Never, in con-
verfation, did you hear him mention thofe illuftrious
achievements, which had rendered his name o fa-
mous throughout the world. Inreading his official
letters, in which he is obliged by his duty to an-
nounce his fuccefles, you would hardly fuppofc
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{hat any part of them was to be aftribed to his
valour, or hisfkill. You are even in doubt if fame

herfelf has not miftaken in attributing to him fuch
great actions.®

Waart a fpirit of piety, what a conftant ac-
knowledgement of the agency and goodnefs of Di.
vine Providence, breathes thro’ all his public
addreffes to his army, to his fellowscitizens, to
Congrefs !=~Ah ! how difficult is it to receive the
applaufe of nations with humility! to be exalted

alinoft to Heaven on the voice of fame, and not to
feel that elation of wind, which raifes a mortal
above the lowly place which every creature ought
to hold in the prefence of Almigltty Ged ! Some-
thing there is in the command of armies, where
one man wields the force of thoufands, in the tu-
mult of battdes, in the fplendor of triumphs, that.
is apt to intoxicate the heart, and to elevate 1t be-
yond itfelf. But this great general, after his vilto-
ries, was always found modcft and humble before
the throne of the Eternal. Like Moles, i the pre-
fence of God, he alone feemed not to be confcious .
of the {plendor that furrounded himielf.} The
fame veneration for religion, and the fame pro.
found refpeft for its inftitutions, marked all his

* Tuis was fuid alfo of the Marfhal Turenne,
+ Ab. Flech. craise funeb, Mar. Ture
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private department : And we have feen with what F!

ferene and fteady luftre his hopes from it fhonedn
the concluding feene of lite.

m_"

Tre talents of this great citizén we have now to’
exhibit in a new light—as a LecisLaTor—and the
Civir Cmgr of the American confederacy,——If
it affords a fubjeét lefs brilliant to the orator thun his’
military carcer, it is not lefs inftructive to mankind.

ScarceLy had he begun to enjoy his beloved
repofe when the imbecility of that {yftem, under
which the ftates had originally confederated, dif.
covered itfelf by fo many pernicious confequences,
deftructive of national honor and profperity, and
dingerous to national exiflence, thatit became ne.
ceffary to frame a government invefted with greater
energy, more juftly balanced, and able to act more
directly upon all parts of the Union. This necef-
fity his penetrating judgment had long forefcen,
while he was yet commander of the army, and the
wifdom of giving a new form to the confederacy
he had frequently urged. America, always en-
lightened, and wilc, even in the midft of her er-
rors, refolved, at length, to purfuc this fage poli-
cy : And Wathington, whole prowels in the ficld
had fo confpicuoufly contributed to eftablifh her li-
berty, was the firft among that band of patriots
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who met to render it fecure by placing it under the
protetion of the mroft admirable laws. Here he
difplayed the talents of a great legiflator, and
proved himfelf to be as wife in council, as he had
been glorious in arms. ‘The excellence of that
conftitution which was the illuftrious fruit of their
labours, and which republican France, in repeated
efforts, has, hitherto, vainly attempted to imitate,.
has now been confirmed by the happyr experience
of ten yearss Public credit has been reftored—in-
duftry has received a new fpring—commercial enter-
prize is extended to every fpot upon the globe—agri-
culture flourifhes—towns and cities are daily found.
ed, extended, and beautified—population and riches
increafe—and even the debts of the revolutionary
war are converted into a fpecies of wealth.

Bur, antecedently to that experience which now
juftifies its wifdom, the name of WASHINGTON
was neceflary to give it authority, and to recom-
mend it to the confidence of the American people.
By their unammous voice, throughout a region of

fteen hundred miles in ‘extent, he was called to
hold the firft magiftracy in the confederated repub.
lic,~——-Merciful God! what a felicity to my coun--
try, that this revered and beloved citizen was yet
preferved to aflume, with his firm and refolute hand,
the helm of government in fuch a perilous and
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dollbtful feafon! Incflimable patriot ! who watft
willing to put to rifk a reputation which it was be-
lieved, already above all addition, could dnly be
diminifhed by any change. Ah! thy fellow-citi-
zens were ignorant of the full extent of thofe ta-
lents which they have fince beheld, with aftonifha
ment, as great in peace, as in war, in deliberation,
as in execution——One of the nobleft aéts, in a life
full of illuftrious altions, was the rcfolution to
ftake his unexampled fame, and to emp'oy the
whole force of his unbounded populariiy, to refcue
his country from the degraded and imbecile ftate
into which 1t had fallen under the old fyftem, and
to give an operation, and cfliciency that would over-
come all oppofition, to a government which he re-
garded as cflentially connefted with its profperity
and glory.

-ON this high and untried officc he entered with
that modefty which is one criterion of great minds,
and which marked his whole chorater through
life—he executed it with that unfhaken firmnefs
which is the refult of confcious redtitude, of ripe
and wife deliberation, and of the imperious fenti-
ment of duty in a virtuous heart. Lefs fplendor.
and eclat, indced, attend the retired labours ot the

cabinet, ‘than the masch of armies, the capture of
towns, and the triumph of victories; but often:
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they require talents of a fuperior-kind, and often
p-flefs an influence more extenfive on the felicity of
nations.

Unper his adminiftration, the United States
enjoyed profperity and happinefs at home, and, by
the energy of the government, regained, in the
old world, thdt importance ind reputation which,
by its weakne's, they had loft.—Arduous was his
tafk—~innumerable were the difficulties he had to
encnunter, from the paflions, the confliting inte-
refts, the ambition, and the difappointments of
men. His own viruwe, and the confidence of the
nation, fupported him. And, amidft all the cla-
mours which the violence of fation, or individual
chagrin, have raifed againft the general adminiftra-
tion, none have ever dared to impeach the purnty
of bis patriotifm, or Ais incorruptible integrity.

His retreats at Mount-Vernon, grown fo dear to
him by inclination, by habit, and by that love of
repofe natural to advancing years, he had forfaken
only to ferve the republic, and to give, to a new
and untried government, a firn tone, and a fteady
operationn. At the expiration of the firft period of
his magiftracy, therefore, he was defirous of re.-
turning to that private life which was dearer to him
than all things elfe, cxcept America. Ambition

had no charms for him. IHis felicity was to fec
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his' country happy ; and his modefty led him to’
hope that her happinefs might now be equally fecurc
- in other hands. All true Americans, at this mo.

ment, rcfifted his inclinations with the moft aflecs

tionate importunity ; and he was perfyaded to re.
fume the arduous cares of the ffate,

- Tue crifis was important, An upiverfagl war
razed in Europe, and was carried on with the moft
rancorous and exterminating paflions, The holtile
nations, inflamed againft cach other with a fury be-
yond all former example, for they foyght for their
exiffence, would fcarcely endure a neutral,  Ame.
rica was, every moment, threatened, by force, or
by intrigue, to be drawn into the yertex. Strong
parties in her own bolom rendered the danger more
imminent ; and it required a gov.:-rmnént firm,
temperate, but inflexible, to prevent the evil. This
great and heroic magiﬁrate; charged with all her
- foreign relations, was not to be moved from her
true interefts. His objett was Americag. And her
_intereft, in the midft of this terrible conflict of nae
- tions, was to remain in peace. Faion at home,
and intrigue and menace fr.m abroad, endeavour
to thake him—In vain—He remains ferene and im,
moveable in the ftorm that furrounds him. Fo-
reign intrigue he defeats—foreign infolence he re.

prefles——domeftic fation, dathing agaiuft him,
I
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breaks itfelf to pieces. He meets the injuftice, in-
deced, both of Britain and of France, by negotiation,.
rather than by a precipitate declaration of war ; but:
maintains towa:ds them that firm and commanding:
attitude which becomes the head of a free and great:
republic. He obliges them to refpeft him ; and:
preferves the tianquillity of his country. As an
American, he knows no nation but as friends in
peace, in war as enemies. Towards one he forgets
ancient animofities when it is ufelefs to remember
them. ‘Fowards another he renounces a chimerical
eratitude when it is claimed only to involve us in
fruitlefs calamities ; perhaps, to put into their
hands a dangetous empire over our own, and over

cther nations.

AND fiow, my countrymen, behold, in the prol-
perity that furrounds you, the happy effects of this
wife policy. See the defolated regions of Europe—
compare their endlefs revolutions, their ferocious .
tyrannies, their murders, their maflacres, their
brutal violations of virgin honor, and conjugal
fidelity, their wafted plains, their piundered cities,
with our peaceful and flourifhing ftate ; and blels
the memory of Wafhington, to whofe prudence
and miagnanimi!:y,,~ fhall I not fay in fpite of your-
felves 2 yon owe it. Had not his firm patriotifm,
and his fage counfels prevailed, what. might not
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have been our prefent condition ? I tremble to imy-
gine it.  We might, by the audacity of foreigners,
have been ftripped of the power of felf-govern.
ment—we might have looked only on pillaged
towns, and a defolate fhore—we might have feen the
{facred afylum of our families polluted with luft
and murder—we might have been the prey of ¢ivil
difcord—we might, like the wretched inhaoitants
of Saint-Domingo, have becn the dreadful victims
Unhappy the nation who

of domeltic treafon.
permits a more powerful foreigner to obtain an af-
cendant in her councils !

LsT me not forget that, amidft his cares for our
foreign relations, he chaftifed and reprefled the in-
roads of the favage tribes upon our frontiers, by
the arms of the gallant Wavne. And, when re-
bellion dared to raife an impious front againft the

laws, he infufed new energy into the government,
by the promptitude and decifion with which he

crufhed it.

To recepitulate, in onz word, the events of an
adminiftration as wife as it has been fuccefsful—pub-

lic credit has been reftored—public peace has been
prelerved notwith{tanding the moft powerful efforts
to difturb it—domeftic fation has been kept under
control-=forcign intrigue and infolence have begn
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defeated and reproffed—foreign nations have beent
compelied to refpe& the republic—its: power has
been increafed—its rcfources have been multiplic
cd—n favage war Has been. terminated-—rebellion
has been punifhed—the laws have been ftrengthens
ed-—and energy and ftability have been infufed in-
to.the government.

WitH this wife ftatefman it was an invariable
principle of policy, that we can never be fecure
againft the iijuftice of foreign nations while we do
not joflels the power of comnianding refpe, and
punithing aggreflion. Weak intreaties, pufillini-
mous coneeflions; only invite indignity: For,
unfortiinately; power s right in the morality of rc-
publics as well as of kings. ‘The defence of our
commerce, therefere, the fortification of our ports,
and the effeGual organization of our military force,
ivere objelts towards which he ever direted a foli-
citous attention.

BeHoLp, then, this illuftrious man, no lefs fub.
lime as a ﬁatefman, than as a warrior ! His charac.
ter i 4 conftellation of all the greateft qualities that
dignify ot adorn human nature. " The virtues and

the talents which, in other inftances, are. divided

amohg miany, are combined 1n him.

HaviNe rendered fuch invaluable fervices to the
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ftate, and accomplithed every object for' which he
had re-entered into public life, his defire to return
to privacy and retirement could no longer be refift
ed. A fccond time he gave the: world the: great
and rare example of voluntarily defeending from the
firft ftation in the univerfe, the head of a free.people,

placed there by their unanimous fuffrage, and - con-
tinued there with a zeal only npt idolatrous, to.the

rank of a plain and {imple citizen, obedient to thole
laws which ambition would have placed its glory m
controlling, ‘T'he pride of reigning he defpifed.
Its labours he endured only for his country.  And,
when he coﬁld, he caft it from him as a bauble to
which his foul was fuperior.

O~ Mount-Vernon he enjoyed his family and
his virtue ; but ftill prepared to facrifice all his dear«
eft prediletions whenever his beloved country:
fhould demand his aid. Unfortunately, it was too
foon required. The injuftice of a forcign nation

had compelled her to arm; and he was coming
forth to defend her under the fhade of thofe laurels
which he had gathered in her fervice,~~—But the
Ruler of the Univerfe, the God of Armies, hauI
otherwife determined.—Ah ! in what an cVentfuI
erifis of the world—in what a dubious and alarma
ing moment for America, hath fhe loft her hefo !
Great God ! thy councils arc infcrutable |
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- He died 88 lie had lived, with that ferenity of
mind, and that compofed fortitude, which had ever
diftinguifhed his chara&er, Death has no terrors
to & pure foul which already dcrives its fupreme
pleafures from virtue. There are ardent and impe-
tuous {pirits who can affront death in the field, who
are not able to regard it with a calm and {teady eye
in the thoughtfu] fcenes of retirement, and under
the preffure of difeafe. The fire and tumult of
battle tran{port them beyond themlelves—honor
impels them—and the obfervation of thoufands
imparts to the mind an artificial forces But, in the

filent chamber, where no foreign impulle fupports
the heart, and it is not {uftained by a conloling re-

trofpet on life, they ofien fhrink from the idca of
diffolution, and of the deftinies of eternity ; and
thofc who feemed to be moré than men in the terri-
ble hour of confli®, have been feen to be lefs than
men upon the bed of death. Our hero was the
fame in that moment as in all the paft—magnani.
mous, firm, confiding in the mercy, refigned to
the will, of Heaven. Ah! with what beauty does
religion fhine in the concluding {cene of fucha life!
How precious the hope of immortality in fuch a

moment ! Rifing on his own faith, and on the

prayers of millions, to the throne of the Eternal, he
;eceives in Heaven the reward of thofe illuftrious
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fervices to his country, and to huthan nature, whicl
could never be paid him upon earth.*

- SucH in peace and in war, in private and in pubs
lic life, was that illultrious man whom all America
this day mourns, whom foreign nations lament, and
whom the molt diftant time fhall crown with contl.
nually new praifes, If I havenot been able to rife
to the dignity of my fubje:, I have, at leaft, endca-
voured ta difcharge the ollice of a good citizen, in
paying my homage to ‘the departed father of his.
country, . Other orators will rife to do him jultice—-
hiftory will preferve the remembrance of. his great:
- qualities to the remotelt ages—his memory will for.
ever be his highelt eulogy.

THE praile that is now paid to fuch diftinguifhed
merit can no longer be fufpeted of adulation.
The univerfal impulfe of the nation dictates it—the
firft magiftrate of America, the friend of Wathing-
ton, in a flile worthy himfelf, and worthy his great
copatriot, has given the example of itt—the fu-
preme Legiflature of the Union have decreed him
the nobleft honors—~communities and individuals vie
with one another in the teftlimonies of their re!"p';:&

* Anf{wer of Congrefs to his fpeech on refizning his office of
commander in chief.

1 Sce the Prelident’s anfwer to the addrefs of ¢ondolence
prefepted by the Sensse,
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and veneration. It i5 a. great  republican duty to-

crown with honors and with eulogies pre-eminent

merit, and public fervices. Glory is the only re-

ward which is worthy free ftates to beftow, or pa..

triots to receive, All - others, feizing on the prm.

ciples of avarice, vamty, or pleafure, render the

love of country only a fecondary paffion. The

rewards of glory, to which fublime fouls have

always been devoted {1l leave cur ‘country to be
the firft “objelt 1 in'the heart. They are the homage
which nations pay to fuPenor virtue. * Egypt, by
her funeral panegyrics, firft taught the world the
influence of pofthumous gloty to create ' wife magif-
trates,. illuftrious . heroes, and virtuous citizens.
Greece, by the aid of her 'laurel and her ivy, of her
ftatuaries- and -her painters, and above all, of her
h;ﬁ:onans and her orators, rendered her. citizens the
qdm;rathn and the envy of the univerfe. Letters are
more durable than marble. - Long fince, - the monu-
ments of Trajan and Agricola have perifhed ; but
the glory of the one, and the yirtues of the.other,
fhall exilt forever, embalmed by the genius of Pliny
and of Tacitus.. Yet, brafs and marble fhall not be
wanting to record his fame. - A monument, worthy
a great nation, fhall rife to him in the new capitol,
that, like the capitol of Rome, fhall be the centre
of a univerfe of its own. Yield, ¢xcellent Lady!
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who haflt already known hew to make [0 many
facrifices to thy country, yield to her folicitations
“his precious remains, that, laid at the foundation ot
thofe walls whence iffue our laws,” he may itill feem
to be the fupport of the republic.” '

Omn! could I make my voice refound throughout
the earth—could I fupport, by my genius, the
grandeur of the fubject, I would hold him out as 2
model to lawgivers, and to princes. Heroes who
place a falfe glory in overtufning the peace and
‘liberties of the world, fhould learn from him wherc-
in true glory confifts, and reftrsin their intemperate
ambition. His actions fhould inftruct the univerle.

Rulers of the new world ! imbibe his fpirit | go-
vern by his example ! It is then only that our tears
for Wafhington can be dried up when we fee his
image revived in you. The grief that overwhelms
us fhall give place to the delicious tears of joy, when
we fee, fpringing from his afhes, fo many illuftrious
‘and virtuous citizens, the ornaments and defenders
of their JCOllIlt!'}'. it is by imitating only, that you
can truly honor him, and perpetuate the._1mage

of his virtues. Let ftatues and paintings exhibit his
noble port, exprels his manly countenance, and

* Stuce the delivery of this difcourfe w.: hive been afTara.d
that Mrs. Walhington has complicd with the requett of U
grcl':;. oo her admirable letter to the Petideas of che United

States,
1)
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conyey” to " pofterity the features of the man’io
honored, fo beloved by his cotemporaries, and
‘who, by tuture ages, will forever be ranked among
the greateft benefaltors of mankind.  But, it is not
by a lifelefs mould, or the chifels of art—it is not
by the prodults of the quarry or the mine, that
the foul of a patriot can be reprefented, but by
his fpirit, and his actions, tranfmitted to pofterity
thro’ a fucceflion of wife, brave, and virtuous, le.
giflators, and heroes.

T cannot forbear to remark thre fingular felicity
of that excellent citizen whofe memory we honor
by the obfequies of this day. 'The malignant at-
tacks of envy, which elevation and merit only
provoke, he has almoft whdily efcape“d. If fation
‘has fometimes ventared 'té rear her hcaé, and
foot -out her fting againft him, abathed by his
virtue, {he has inftantly fhrunk back, and retired
ianto her ewn coil. He has read his fame in
the hiltorics of his own, and of other nations—
Tic'has enjoyed the fufirage of pofterity—He has
feen himfelt in that light in which he fhall be con~
tzmplated by the remoteft periods of the world—
Te has pofiefled ages of honor before his death.—
Dying, his felicity has ftill followed him. Has
the hiftory of nations ever exhibited fuch 2 feens

ot valungary honors, of wniverfal afHistion, of #Hne
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cere and mournful homage ?—Hiuftrious h.ro!
deign allo to accept the unfeigned homage of our
grief l—s——Fricnds of humanity and of liberty
thrqughout the world! It is for you to weep. T'ho’
America was the favoured land which gave hint
birth, and is therefore entitled to be the firit in
grief, yet he was born for the human race.

WLk -Wathington lived, the people believed
that their Guardian Angel was ftill dmong ' them.
By the myfterious and holy decree of Ileaven heis
taken from their vows and hopes in a moment
wheh the tempelt, that has fo long beat upon the
old world, threatens more and more to extend its:
fury to the new. Almighty God! all events, and
the hearts of all men, are in thy hands—fave us
heatsthessuimmitisreoborzaxand from the cruel
defigns of hoftile nations, who may now gather
prefumption from the death of him who was ac.
cuftomed to humble them! Save wus from the
curle of divided councils, which his influence tended
to unite! S:ve us from the blind and intemperate
rage of faltious paffions, which his prefence has fo

often overawed ! Confirm among the people that
union-of fentiment, and that {ubmiflion to the laws,

which have been fo long aided by the command-
ing afcendant of his genius !——Qur prayers arc
heard. Divine Providence which prepares thole
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preat fouls who are the defenders and faviours of
nations, will continue the fucceflion of them, while
thofe nations continuc to refpelt religion and vir.

{ue—and, tho’ Mofes be removed, Jothua fhall
be left,

FINALLY, every thing ferves to remmd us of
our departed and beloved chief, and .)o renew
continually in our breaﬁs the moﬁ} , 2 oflg
with the moft X recglle&mns. If the hufs
bandman tills his lanids, and calls them his own,
have they not been gained by his wildom. and
valour ? Do we enjoy our hearths, and our altars,
in pcace? Have they not been purchafed by his
toils, and his dangers ? There’ is not a village, not
a field, not a {tream which he has not ftained with
the blood of our enemies;¥.er wliererbe. hag not
infcribed .on the earth with his fword the charafers
cf American liberty.~Ah! by how many dear
and tepder ties_ does he hold pofleflicn of our
hiearts ! - Wives and mothers think ‘they have loft
him_ who preferved to them their hufbands and.
their infants—the young think they have loft in
him a father—fathers that #)ey have loft more than
their .children—the republic that fhe has loft her

founder, and her faviour—every citizen fears  left:
' . Y ! )

* This is almoft literally truc of ull the middle counties of

Nt W-J{' I‘ﬁ:}'-
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the peace, the union, the glory of America, is en.
tombed with him.—No my fellow-citizens ! This
fear fhall not be realized.  Wafhingten, tho’ dead,
is not loft. 1Iis athes fhall defend the republic
that contains them—the capitol, that refts upon his
remains, thall be immortal-=his example fhall live
lo inftru® pofterity—his virtues fhall defcend as a
prucious inheritance to future ages—the future
law.dvers and rulers of America fhall come to his
tomb to rcanimate their own virtues. And, if it
be true that the wile and good, amidit the fupreme
felicities of their celeftial exiftence, are ftill occu-
pied with the cares, and {ometimes made the
guardians, of that which was the dcarelt to them

'upon earth, O fpirit of Wathington ! will not thy
beloved country ftill be thy care ?

MNotemm—meSome readers may be inclined to think that the
culogies beltowed in this difcourle, are too exclusive. 1 am,
certainly, not difpofed to deny, but, rather, acknowledge with
pride, that America pofiefles many great men, who co-operated
with General Wathington in eftablithing the liberties of their
country : But panegyric dovs not chamc itfelt with anportion-
:ng the merit of others when celclnrltmg an individual charadter.
It is the province of luﬂor; to compare, and definitely to mark
the limits, of each one's virtues and lervices.  There are living
chara&ers who will be entitled to the higheft praife, when death
fhafl have placed them beyond the reach of flattery, and ex
cmpted us from the imputation of it.



Distrtct of New-Junsny, 0 wit

BE IT REMEMBERED, That ou the fourth day of
Ycbruary, in the twenty-fourth year of the independence of
the United States of America, Gersbom Graft, Elq. of the
faid diltri@, hath depolited in this office, the title of a4 book,
the right whereof he claims as proprietor, in the words fols
Jowing, to wit: ¢ An ORATION, upon the Drarn of
General GRORGE WasniNGTON, delivered in the State-houfe
at Trenton, on the 14th of January, 1800, by the Reverend
SamoEL STANHOPE SmiTH, D. D. Prefident of the College
of New.Jerfey ; snd publifhied at the defire of the’ committed
of the citizens, &c. of Trenton, at whofe requeflt it was pro-
nounced 3 In conformity to the a&t of the Congrefs of the
United Stateny entitled, « An a& for the encouragement of
learning, by fecuring the copies of mins, charts aixi books,
to the authors and propric¢tors of fuch copicsy during the time

therein mentioned,”
ROBERT BOGGS,

Glark of the District Af New-Jersey,



