RECOMMENDATION.

THE ¢ Sceptics Manual,” while goinz
through the press, has beea seen by Dr. 5. &.
Smith, of Princeton College, and the Rev.
James Armstrong, of Trenton, both of whom,
have sent the Publisher special written testi-
monies of their approbation.

A part of the language of one, which is also
the opinion (in substance) of the other. is. that
% the nature of the work deserves app"obauoa,
also the manner in which it is treated; anﬁ
the great object it is calculated to Fromote.”
The sume writer also adds: ¢ I am inclined
to think i | momiscs great usefulness ; espe-
cially if those for whom it is intended, could
be prevailed upnn to give it an attcutive and
unprejudiced perusal.”

This work is well adapted to the confirma-
tion and edification of Christians, though it is
more particularly designed for the instruction
~f Unbelievers.
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PREFACE.

iT is intended in the follawing pages, to offer to
T'nbelicvers, AFTER THEIROWX MANNER OF REA-
s0X1NG, reasons for the uuth and certainty of the
Christian Religion, both in its theory, and in its
“ power,” deduced frem. and confirmed by, duta, to
be found in their own judgments znd consciences.

Those who disbelicie ihie Bible, dGonotallow their
opponents io urge their arguments from premises,
which their minds alrcady rejecy, 1t is thcreforc the
purpose here to convince “them from “ topics of rea-
son®” in which they can at once give their consent.
—1In this mannerihe Bible is demonstrated iobe true.

It is next endeavoured o show, Aoz it 73 that God,
who is a Spiny, “and whom no man hath seen at
wy time,” doth vet as certainly and percepribly mani-
fest Himsclf 10 the mind, as does the radiance of the
aataral sun te onr outward senses at noonday. This
peing a doctrine of vital importance o christianity,
ﬂmm{h little reggarded by some theoretical christians,
is here proposcd to the reuzom wnd understanding
ot all objectors, and enforced by suitable Scripture
concurrence.

Finally, as Religion is a Scriprera!service, and is
an affcction and fecking of the he art, wrought there,
prreeptible and freternciucailn by the Holy Ghost, to
tite surc and certain evedence and consolation of all

truc Believers, it is endeavoured to show the energy
and transforming ¢ffect of that spiritual power in
convincing and convicting of Sin, and in ** changing
*he heart,” by ealibiting thic operations of that spirit
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in the death of convic‘ed Sinners, dying in despair ;
in Sinners reformed ; and in Saints who lived and
died in theassurance of Faith.—The persons selected
for this evidence, are such as are best known to the
literary world, and to the truth of whose Jives his-
tory has affixed her sufficient testimony.

This work is chiefly derived from the writings of

Leslie, Fictcher,and Simpson.







THE TRUTH

or THE

HOLY SCRIPTURES,

BY Mr.CHARLES LESLIE.

DEMONSTRATED IN HIS SHORT AND EASY
METHOD WiTH THEL

DEISTS,

IN A LETTER TO A FRIEAD.




INTRODUCTION

TO THE

METHOD WITH THE DEISTS.

THE controversy between Deists and Christians,
is not so mnuch respecting the morality er ethics of
the gospel, (for honest Deists admit its precepts to
be pare, and of real importarce to the well being of
society) as it is a dispute concerning the integrity
and vaiidity of the s1eLE itself. Christians Enow it
10 be an inspér-d book, because, besides its other
evidences, it has *“ demonstration and power.” But
Jnfidels imagine it a delusive forgery, imposed vpon
the credulity of Christians, by the craft of designing
men.

The validity of the sip1.e, being thercfore, the
chicf matter at issue, the force of the following ar-
guments of Leslie, supported (for this occasion) by
notes, chiefly from Fletcher, are purposcly limited
to that kind of appeal to the understanding of unbc-
lievers, which will best encounter and subdue thcir
unbelief and prejudices.

The excellence of the moral and perceptive partof
the gospel, 1s comparatively an easier task to prove.
its beneficizl. and cven punfying tendency, has been
Aready conceded in 4 very remarkable manner, by
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aoth Rousseau and Bolingbroke.®*  If hovever, finr
ther information 1s required upon this subject, the
honest inquirer may find his uimost scruples .x.npl !
combatted, by looking into Mr. Bogu's exccilont
“ Essav on the Divine authority of the New Testa-
ment,” alittle book drawn up as a gift 1o the infidels
of France, and most admirably adapted to subdue
the anti-christian prcjudices of any people.

Till you convince an Infidel that the wornof con
1s mdeed gemuine, vou but ¢ beat the i, o urge
him to read it as his great rule of life: but when
convinced....he knows, he must not only studv it, but
must obev it, or perish.

“ven Paine has not scrupled to say, that “ Jesus
Christ was a virtuous, and an amiable man; that the
morality he preached and practised, wius of the most
benevolent kind ;. and that it has not been exceeded
by any.” Similar concessicns have been made, at
different times, by Blount and Tindal, and by Mor-
gan, Toland, Chubb, and others.
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SHORT AND EASY METHOD

WITH THE

DEISTS.

SIn,

1. IN answer to yvour’s of the 5d instant,
1 much condoie with your unhappy circum-
stances, of being placed amongst such com-
pany, where, as vou say, vou continually
hear the sacred scriptures, and the histories
thercin contained, particularly of Moses,and
of Christ, and all revealed religion, turned
mnto ridicule, by men who set up for sense
and reason. And they say, that there is no
greater ground to believe in Christ than in
Mahomet : that all thesc pretences to reve-
lation are cheats, and cver have been,
among Pagans, Jews, Mahometans, and
Christians : that they are all alike imposi-
tions of cunning and designing mmen, upon
the credulity, at first, of simple and un-
thinking people ; till, their numbers increas-
ing, their delusions grew popular, came at
st to be established by laws: and then
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the force of education and custom gives a2
bias to the judgments of after ages, till such
deceits come really to be believed, being
received upon trust from the ages forcgo-
ing, without examining into the original and
bottom of them. Which these our modern
mcn of sense, (as they desire to be esteem-

d) say, that they only do; that they only
have their _]udﬂ*m"nts trced from the slavish
authority of precedents and laws, in mat-
ters of truth ; which, they say, ought only
to be decxded by reason : though, by a pru-
dent compliance with popularity and laws,
they preserve themselves from outrage, and
legal penalties ; for none of their complex-
on are addicted to sufferings, or martyr-
dom.

Now, sir, that which you desire from
me, is, scme short topic of reason, if such
can be found, without running to authori-
ties, and the intricate mazes of learning,
which breed long disputes; and which
thesz men of reason deny by wholesale.
though thev can give no reason for it, only
suppose that authors have been trump-
cd upon us, interpolated, and corrupted, so
that no stress can be laid upon them:
though 1t cannot be shown wherein they
are so corrupted ; which, in reason, ought
to lie upon them to prove, who alledge 1t -
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u:herwise it is not onlv a precarious, but a
guilty plea: and the more, that thev reiran
not to quote books on their 51de, for whose
authority there are no better, or not so

good grounds. However, you sy, it makes
vour dnsp ites endless, and thcx 0 away
with noise and clamour, and a boust, that
there is nothing, at least nothing certain, to
be said on ihe Christian sude. ‘i'herefore
vou z2re desirous to find some onc (opic of
reason, which should demonstrate the truth
of the Chnistian religion, and at the same
time distinguish it from the 1mjostors of
Mahomet, and the oid r’agan world ; that
our Deists mav be brought to this test, and
be either obliged to renounce their reason,
and the common reason of munkiad, or to
submit to the clear proof, from reason, of
the Chrisaan religion : which must be such
a proof, as no imposture, can pretend to,
otherwise 1t cannot prove the Christian re-
ligion not to he an imposture. And whether

such a proof, one single proof, (to avoid
confusion,) 1s not to be found out, you desirc
t0 know from me.

And you say, that you cannot imagine
hat there must be such a proof, becausc
every truth is in itsclf clear, and one. And
therefor that one reason for it, if it be the
true reason, must be sufhicient ; dlld if sufh-

K
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cient, it is better than many ; for :nultiphixity
confounds, especially to weak jl.d'rmcms.

Sir, vou have 1mposcd a hard task upon
me. & wish I could perform it. For tiough
every truth is one ; vet our s1ght is so feeble,
that we cannot ('xlwa) s) come to 1t directly,
but by manv inferences, and laving of
things togcther.

But I think, that, in the case befcre us,
there is such a proof as vou require ; and
I wiil set it down as short and plain as I’
can.

11. First, ther, I suppose that the truty
of the doctrine of Christ wiil be sufficiently
evinced, if the matters of fact which are
recoided of him 1n the gospels, be true : for
his miracles, if true, do vouch the truth ot
what he delivered.

"T'ne same is to be said as to Moses. If
he brought the children of 1srael through
the Red Sea, in that miraculous manner
which is related 1n fxcdus, and did such
other wonderful things as arc there told of
him, 1t must neccssanl\ follow, that he was
sent from God: these being the strongest
proofs we can desire ; and which every De-
ist will confess he would acquiesce in, if he

saw them with his eyes. Thercfore the stress
of this cause will depend upou the proof of
these matters of fact.
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1. And the method I wiil take, 1s, First,
To lay down such rules, as to the truth of
matters of fact in gencral, that where they
all meet, stiich matters of fact cannot be
false. And then, Sccondly, to show, that all
these rules do meet in the matters of fact of
Moses, and of Christ : and that they donot
meet in the matters of fact of Mahomet, of
the heathen deities, or can possibly meet
in any imposture whatsoever.

2. 'The rules are these.

I. That the matter of fact be such,
as that men’s outward senses, their eyes
and ears, may be judges of it.

II. That it be donc publicly, in the
face of the world.

III. That not only public monu-
ments be kept up in memory of it, but
some outward actions be performed.

IV. That such monuments, and
such actions, or obscrvances, be mnsti-
tuted, and do commcince from the time
that the mutter of fact was done.

3. The two first rules make it impossie=
ble for any such matter of fact to be impo-
szd upon men, at the time when such mat-
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ter of Ia act was said 10 be done, because
every mun’s eves anid sciises would contre-
dict it. For example, suppese wnyv man
should p“tcn(. thzt vesterdav he divided
the Thames, in prescnee of all the pesple
of London, and carried the whole city, men,
women, and children, over to Southwark,
on drv land ; the waters standmg like walis
on both sides: I say, it is moraliy impos-
sible, that he could persuade the Peopk of
f.ondon that this was true, when cvery man
woman, and child, comd contradict him,
and say, that this was a notorious falschooci;
for that thev had not scen the Thames <o
divided, or had gone over on dryv land.
"Therefore I take 1t for granted, ( "n(l Isu..
pose, with the allowance of all the Du.,._
in the world) that no such imposition
could B¢ put upon men, at the time whin
such public matter of fact was said to be
done.

4. Therefore it onlv remains that such
matter of fact might be invented ~ome time
after when the men of that ;..cn;r:ttiou
wherein e thing was stid to he done, are
all past and gone 5 and the credulity of after
ages migzht be mmposed upon, to believe
that things were donce in former ages which
were not.

And for this, the two last rules secure’
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us as much as the two first ruics in the
former case : for whenever such a matter
of fact came to be iavented, if not only
monuments were said to remain of it, but
likewise that public actions and obsarvanccs
were constantlv used, ever since the matter
of fact was said to be done, the dece:t must
be detected, by no such monuinents appear-
ing, and by the experience of every man,
woman, and child, who must know that nc
such actions, or oT)servzmces, were ever
used by them. For example, suppose I
should now invent a story of such a thing
done a thousand years ago, I might perhaps
get some to believe it : but if 1 say that not
only such a thing was done, but that from
that day to this, every man at the age of
twelve years had a joint of his little finger
cut off ; and that every man in the natlon
did want a joint of such a finger ; and that
this institution was said to be part of the
matter of fuct done so many years ago, and
vouched as a proof and confirmation of it,
and as having descended, without interrup-
tion, and been constantlv practised, in me-
mory of such matter of factallalong from the
time that such matter of fact was done : 1
say, 1t 15 impossible I should be believed
in such a case; because everv one could
contradict me, as to the mark of cutting off

n ‘)
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a joint of the finger: and that bcing part
of mv original matter of fact, must demon-
sirate the whole to be faise.

11i. Let us now come to the second
point, to show, that the matters of fact of
Moses, and of Christ, have all these rules or
marks before mentioned ; and that ncither
the matter of fuct 6f Mahomet, or what 1s
renorted of the heathen deities, have the
like : and that no imposture can have them
all.

1. As to Moses, I suppose it will be al-
lowed me, that he could not have persuad-
ed 600,000 men, that he had brought them
out of Egvpt, thrcugh the Red sea; fed
them forty vears, without bread, by mun-
culous mannz ; and the other matters of fact
recorded in his books, if they had not been
true ; becausc every man’s senses that were
then alive, must have contradicted 1t : and
therefore he must have imposed upon all
their senses, if he could have made them
believe it, when it was false, and no such
things done. So that here are the first and
second of the above mentioned four marks.

For the same reason, it was equally 1m-
possible for Lim to have made them receive
his five books as truth, and not to have
rejected them, as a manifest imposture;
wiich told of all these things as done be-
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fore their eves, if thev had not been so done.
See how positively he speaks to them, Deut.
Xi. 2—8. And know ye this day: for I
speak not with your children which fiave
sist knsion, and which have nst seen the
chastisement of the Lord your God, his
greatness, his mighty hand, and his stretch-
ed-sut arm ; and his miracles, and las acts
avhich he did in the midst of Egypt, unts
Pherash the king of Egypt, and unts all
fizs land ; and what he did unts the army
+f Egupt, unto their horses, and to their
vharists, hso ke made the water of the Red
sea (5 soerflow them as they pursued efter
1z, and kow the Lord hath di~troyed them
wnto this duy ; and what he did unto you in
the wilderness, until ye came unto this
place ; and what he did unto Dathan and
Abiram, the ssns of Ehah, the son of Rhu-
ten : hsto the earth cpened her mouth, and
swallsreed them vp, and their households,
and their tents, and all the substance that
was 121 their possecston, in the midst of all
fsracl.  But your eies have seen all the
great acts of tie Lord, 1hich he did, &c.

From hence we must suppose it impos-
sible, that these books of Moses, if an im-
posture, cculd have been invented, and put
upon the people who were ther alive when
all these things were said to be done.
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The utmost therefore, that even a suppose
can stretch to, 1s, that these books were
wrote in some age after Moses, and put
out in his name.

And tc this I say, that if it was so, it
was imjci-iile that those books should have
been received as the books of Moses, in that
age wherein they may have been supposed
to have been first invented. Why ? Because
they speak of themselves as delivered by
Moses, and kept in the ark from his time.
And it came to pass, when Moses lad made
an end of writing the words of this law in
a book, until they were finished ; that Moses
commanded the Levites which bear the ark
of the covenant of the Lord, saying, take this
book of the law, and put it in the side of the
ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that
2t may be there for a witness against thee,
Deut. xxxi. 24, 25, 26. And there was a
copy of this bodk to be left likewise with
the king. Andit shall be when he sittcth up-
on the throne of his kingdom, that he shall
write him a copy of this law in a book, out
of that which is before the priests the Le-
vites. And it shall bewith him, and he shall
read therein all the days of his life ; that he
may learn to fear the Lord his God, to kecp
all the words of this law, and these statutes,
1o da them, Deuts Xvile 18, 19¢
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Here vou see that this book of the law
speaks of itself, not orly as an history or
relation of what things were then done ; but
as the standing and municipal law and sta-
tutes of the nation of the Jews, binding the
king as well as the people.

Now, in whatever age after Moses you
will suppose this book to have been forged,
it was 1mpossible it could be received as
truth ; because it was not then to be found,
either in the ark, or with the king, or any
where else : for when firsi invented, every
body must know, that they had never heard
of it before.

And therefore thev could less believe it
to be the book of their statutes, and the
standing law of the land, which they had all
along received, and by which they had been
governed.

Could any man, now at this day, invent
a book of statutes, or acts of parliament, for
¥ingland, and make it pass upon the nation
as the only book of statutes that ever they
had known? As impossible was it for the
books of Moses (if they were invented in
any age after Moses) to have been received
for what they declare themselves to be, viz.
the statutes and municipal law of the nation
of the Jews; and to have persuaded the
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Jews, that they had owred and acknow-
ledzed these books, all aleng from the day

of Bloses to that day in w h‘ch thy were
first invented : that is, that thev had ‘owned
them before they had ever so much as heard
of them. Nav,more, the whole nation must,
in an instant, forget their former laws and
government, if they could receive these

books, as being their former laws. And they

could not otherwise receive them, because
they vouch themselves so to be. Let me ask
the Deists but this one short question, was
there ever a book of sham laws, which were
not the laws of the nation, palmed upecn
anv people since the world began? 1f not,
with what face can thev say this of the book
of the laws of the Jews ? Why will they say
that of them, which they confess impossible
In any nation or 2mong any people !

But they must be vet more unreasonable.
For the books of Moses have 2 turther de-
monstration of their truth. thain even other
law books have; for they no: oniy contain
the laws, but gite an historical account of
their institution, and the prictice of them
from that time : as of the pas SOver, In me-
morv of the death of the Grst-horn in Mgypt*
and that the same dav, all the first-born of
Tsracl, both of man and beast, were, by

< byt o1e 18,
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perpetual law, dedicated to God ; and the
Levites taken for all the first-born of the
children of Isrzel : that Aaron’s rod which
buddecd, was kept in the ark, in memory of
the reiellion and wonderful destruction of
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram : and for the
confirmation of the priesthood to the tribe
of Levi: as likewise the pot of manna, in
memory of their having been fed with it
forty v.ars in the wilderness : that the bra-
zen scrpent was kept (which remained to
the dovs of Hezckiah, 2 Kings xviii. 4) in
memory of that wonderful deliverance, tv
onlv fooxing upon it, from the biting of the
fierv serpent. svun.de xx1. 9: the feast of
Peniccost, in memory of the dreadful an-
pearance of (God upon mount floreb, &
. And besides these remembrances of par-
ticilar actions and occurrences, there were
other sslemninstitutions in memory of their
deliverance out of Kgvpt, in the gencral,
which included all .the particulars : as of
the Sabbath, Deut. v. 15; their daily sacri-
fices, and vearly expiation ; their new moons
and scveral teasts and fasts.  So that there
were veanv,monthiv, weekly, daily remem-
brances and recogrnitions of these things.
Aund not onlv so, but the books of the
same Moses tell us, that a particular tribe
{of Yievi) was appointed and consecrated
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by God, as his priests; by whose hands,
and noae other, the sacrifices of ihe people
were to be offered, and these solemn insti-
tutions to be celebrated : that it was death
for any other to approach the altar: that
their high priest wore a glorious mitre, and
magnificent robes of God’s own contrivance,
with the miraculous Urim and Thummin:
in his breast-plate, whence the divine res-
ponses were given® : that, at his word, the
king, and all the people, were to go out,
and to come in: that these Levites were
likewise the chief judges, even in ali civil
causes 3 and that 1t was death to resist their
sentencet. Now, whencver it can be suppo-
sed, that these books of Moses were forged,

i some ages after Moses, it lS lmpossxblc
they could have been received as true, un-

less the forgers could have made the whole
nation belicve, that they had received these
books from thoir fathers; had been nstruct-
ed in them when they were children, and
had taught them to their children ; moreo-
ver, that they had all been circuncised, and
did circumcise their children in pursuance
to what was commanded in these books:
that they had observed the yearlv passover,

the week! ly sabbath, the new moons, and
all these sceveral feasts, fasts, and ceremo-
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nies, commanded in these books : that they
had never eaten any swine’s flesh, or other
meats prohibited in these books ; that they
had a magnificent tabernacle, with a visible
priesthood to administer in it, which was
confined to the tribe of Levi; over whom
was placed a glorious high priest, clothed
with great and mighty prerogatives ; whose
death only could deliver those thut were
fled to the cities of refuge® ; and that these
priests were their ordinary judges, even in
civil matters : I say, was it possible to
have persuaded a whole nation of men, that
they had known and practised cll these
things, if they had not done it? or, secondly,
to have received a beok for truth, which
said they had practised them, and appealed
to that practice? so that here are the third
and fourth of the marks above men-
tioned.

But now let us descend to the utmost de-
gree of supposition, vzz. That these things
were practised before these books of Mo-
ses were forged : and that these books did
only impose upon the nation, in making
them believe, that they had kept these obser-
vances in memory of such and such things
as were inserted in those books.

* Numb. gxxv. 25, W
C
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Well, thcn, et us proceed upon this suj-
position, however groundless. And now,
will not the same impossibilities occur as in
the former case ¢ for, first, this must sup-
pose that the Jews kept all these observan-
ces in memory of nothing, or without know-
ing any thing of their original, or the rea-
son why they kept them . whereas these
very observances did express the ground
and reason of their being kept ; as the pass-
over, in memory of (xod’s passing over

the chxldren of the Israelites, in that night
wherein he slew all the first-born of KEgvpt;
and so of the rest. But,

Sccendly, Let us suppose, contrary both
to rcason and matter of fact, that the Jews
did not know any reason at all why thev
kept these observances ; vet was it possible
to put it upon them, that they had kept
these observances in memory of what they
had never heard of before that dav, when-
soever you will sunpose that thesc Tocks of
Moses were first iorged 2 For example,
suppose 1 should now forge someromantic
story, of strange things done 2 thonsand
years ago; and, in confirmation of this,
should endeavour to pursuaiie the Christian
world, that they had all .ﬂong from that
day to this, kept the first day of the week
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in memorv of such a hero, an Apollonius,
a B'ircosbas, or a \lahorm:t ; and had ail
been baptised in his pame ; and swore by
his name, and wpor: that very book, (which
I had then forp'ec, and which thtv pver
saw before) in their public jud:catures ; that
this book was thewr gosvel. and law, whlch
thev had ever since that nme, these thou-
sand vears past, universally reccived and
owned, and none other: I would ask any
Deist, whether he thinks it possible, that
stich a cheat could pass, or such a legend be
received, as the gospel of Christians ? and
that they could be made believz, that they
never had had any other gomei the samne
reason is as to the books of Moses: and
must be as to every matter of fact which has
all the four marks before mentioned. And
these marks secure anv such matter of fact
as much from being invented and jmposed
in any after agesy as at the time w?:eu such
matters of fact were said 1o be done.

Let me give one very familiar example
more in this case. There is the Stonhenge in
Salisbury plain, every body knows it ; and
vet nouce knows the reason why those great
stones were sct there, or by whom, or in
memory ol what.

Now, suppose T should write a book to-
morrow, aird tell there, thatthese stones were
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set up by Hercules, Poivphemus, or (ara-
gantu:x, in memory of such and such of their
actions : and for a further confirmation of
this, snould sav :n this book, that it was
wmte at the im¢ when such actions were
done, aad by tae very actors themselves, or
eve-witnesses ; and that this book had beea
received as truth, and quoted by authors of
the greatest rcputation in all ages since ;
moreover that this book was wcll known
in England, and injoined by act of parha-
ment to be taught our children; and that
we did teach 1t to our chilaren, and had
been taught it ourselves when we were chil-
dren: ask any Deist, whether he thinks
this covld pass upon England ? and whether
if I or any other, should insist upon it, we
should not, 1astead of being bclu:vcu, be
sent to Bediam 2

Now lec us compare this with the Ston-
henge, as I may call it, or twelve great
stones set up 2t Gilgal, which istnld in the

th chapter of Fosima. There 1t is said,
v. 6. 'That the reason w h\ they were set up

was, that when their children; in after ages,

s‘noul(l ask the meaning of it it should be
told them.

And the thing in memory of which they
were set up, was such as could not poss thly
be imposed upon that nation, at that thme
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when it was said to be done, it was as won-
derful and miraculous as their passage
through the Red sea.

Acd withal sree from a very poor ob-
jection, which the Deists have advanced
against that miracle of the Red sea: think-
ing to saive it by a spring-tde wiih the con-
currence of a strong wind happening at the
same time ; which left the sand so dry, as
that the Israeiitcs, being all foot, mignt pass
through the oozy places and holes, whichg
it must be supposcd, the sea left behind it:
but that the Egyptians, Leing all horse and
chariots, stuck in those holes, and were -
tanglcd, so that they could not march se
fust as the Israclites : and that this was all
the mezning of its being said, that God
took of their (the Egpytians) chariot-
whecls, that they drove them heavily. 8o
that they would make nothing extraords-
nary, at least not miraculous, in all ths
action.

This is advanced in Le Clerc’s disserta-
tions upon Genesis, lately printed in Hgi-
Jand.* And that part, with others of the
like tendency, endeavouring to resolve
other miracles, as that of Sodom and Go-
morrah, &c. into th¢ mere natural causes,

* Lc Clexc lived to recant bis oplivion.
¢ 2
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are put into English by the well known 1.
Brown, for the edification of the Dexsts in
Engiand.

But these gentlemen have forgot, that
the 1sraclites had great herds of many thou-
saad cattle with them ; which would be
apter to stray, and fall into those hoies and
0ozy places in the sand, than horses,’ wnh
n.lers, who might direct them.

But such precarious and silly supposes
-arc not worth the answering. If there had
been ro more m this ‘passage through the
Red sea than that of a spring-tide, &c. it
had been impossible for Moses to have
made the Israelites believe that relation
given of it in Exodus, with sc manv parti-
“ culars, which themsclves saw to be true.

And all thos: scriptures which magnily
this action, and appeal to 1t as a full de-
monstration of the miraculous power of
God, must be rcputed as romance or le-
gend.

I say this for the sakce of some Christi-
ans, who think it no prejudice to the truth
of the IInlv Bible, but rather an advantage,

as rendering it more easv to be believed, it

thev can solve whatever scems miraculous
in it, by the power of second causes ; and
so to make all, as they speak, natural and
casy. Wherein, if they could prevail, the
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natural and easy result would be; not to
believe one word in all those sacred ora-
cles : for if things be not as they are told
in any relatlon., that felation must be false;
and 1f false in part; We cannot trust to it,
cither in.whole, or in part..

Here are to be excepted mlstranslatlons
and errors, either in copy, or in press. But
where there i1s no room for supposing of
these, as where all copies- do agree, there
we must éither receive all, or reject all - I
mean n any book that pretends to be writ-
ten from the mouth of God ; for in other
common histories, we may believe part, and
reject part, as we see cause.

But to rcturn : The passage of the Isra-
clites over Jordan, in memory of which
those stones at Gilgal were sét up, is free
from ail those httlc carpings before-men-
tioned, that are made as to the passage
thmugh the Red sea ; for notice was given

to the Israclites the da) before, of this great
miracle to be done, Fosh. mi. 5. It was
done at noon-day, before the whole nation.
And when the waters of Jordan were di-
vided, it was not at any low ebb, but at
the time when that river overflowed all his
banks,.v. 15. And it was done, not by
winds, or ia length of time, which winds
must take to do it ; but all on the sudden:
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As soon as the feet of the priests that bar-
the ark, were dipped in the brim of the wu-
ter, then the wateirs whik came down from -
aboze, stood und rose yp-upon an heap, very
far from the city Adam, thct is beside Za-
retan, and those thut came down toward t';-
sea of the piain,gven the salt-sea fuiled, and
zwere cut cﬁ' > and the pestle pa.ssed over
right ecainst Ferichs. 'The priests =tood
1. dmc mids: of Jordan, until all the armiz:
of Israe] had passed over. - And it caine s
{)(r.sa, when the priests that hare the ark of
he cavenant of the Lord, were come vip cut
of the midst of Fordan, and the soles of the
priests’ feet were Jift upon the dry land, .
that the waters of Fordan returned wynts
their place, and flswved gver all his banks,
as they did before.  And the pesple came .
up out of Fordan on the tenth day <f the
Jirst m outh, and encamped in Gilgal in the
cast border ¢ of Ferichs. And these twelve -
stones which t’zez/ tsok out of fordan,
did ¥Fsshua pitch in Gilgal. And he spake
unis the chiidren of Israel, saying, When
your children shall ast their fallzers i time
1o come, saying, What mean these stones ?
then ye shall let yous children know, saying,
Isreel came over this Fordan on dry land.
For the Lord your God dried up the waters
of Fardan from before you, uniil ye weie
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passcd or:cr, as the Lord your God did ts the

Red sea, which he dried wp from befsre vs,
until we were gone over ; that all the freo-
sle of the earth might know the hand of the
Lord, that it is mighty : that yc might fear
the Lord your Gsd for ever, chap. 1v. irom
v. 18.

If the passage over the Red sca had been
only taking advantage of a spring-tide, or
the like ; how would thls teach all the pto-
ple of the earth, that the hand of the Lord
was mighty ! How would a thing ro more
remarkable, have been taken notice of
through all the world ? Ilow would it
have taught Isracl to fcar the Lord, when
they must know, that, notwithstanding of
all these big words, therc was so little in
it? How could they have behievedd, or re-
ceived a book as truth, which they knew
told the matter so far otherwise from what
i{ was ?

But. as I said, this passage over Jordan,
which is here compared to that of the Red
sea, 1s free from all those cavils that are
made as to that of the Red sea; and is a
further attestation to it, being said to be
done 1n the same manner, as was that of
the Red sea.

Now, to form our argument, let us sup-
pose, that there never was any such thing
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as that passage over Jordan ; that these
stones at (iulgal were set up upon some
other occasion, 1n some after age ; and then
that some designing man invented this boox
of Fishua, and said, that it was wroic by
Joshua at that time ; and gave this stonage
at Gilgal, for a testimony of the truth of
't : Would not every body say to him, We

know the stonage at Gilgal ; but we never
heard before of this reason for it, nor of
this book of Foshua: Where has it beea
21l this whlle and where, and how came
you, after so many ages, to find it? Be-
sides, this book tells us, that this passage
over Jordan was ordained to be taurht cur
children, from age to age; and therefore
that the) were alwavs to be instructed in
the meaning of that stonage at Gilgal, as a
memorial of it: but we were never taught
it when we were children, nor did cver
teach our chilaren any such thing: And it
is not likely that could have been for gotten,
while so remarkahle a stonage did conti-
nue, which was sct up for that, and no
other end.

And 1if, for the reasons before given, no
such imposition could Le put upon us as to
the stonage m Salishury plain ; how much
lese could 1t be as to the stonage at Gilgal ?

And 1f) where we know not the reason
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of 1 bar¢c naked monument, such a sham
rcason cannot be impcsed ; how muck more
15 it impossible to 1mpose upon us In ac-
tions and observances which we celebrate
in memory of particular passages; how
impossible to make us forget those pas-
sages which we dailv commemorate, and
pcrsuade us, that we had always kept such
institut.ons in memory of what we never
heard of before ; that is, that we knew it
betore we knew 1t.

And if we find it thus impossible for an
1mposmon to be put upon us, even in some
things which have not all the four marks
bcfore-mcntioned ; how much more impos-
sible is 1t, that any deceit should be in that
thing where all the four marks do mect ?

"I'his has been showed, in the fiist place,
as to the matters of fact of Moses.

2. Thercfore I come now, sccondly, to

9w, that, as i the matters of fact of
.a0ses, so likewise all these four marks do
mcet in the matters of fact which are re-
corded 1n the gospel of our blessed Saviour.
And my werk herein will be the shorter ;
because all that is said before, of Moscs
and his books, 1s every way applicable to
Christ and his gospel. His works and mi-
racles are there said to be done pubiiciy,
n the face of the world ; as he argucd te
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his accusers, Ispake spenly to thewsrld,and
in secret have [ said nsthing John xviii.

It 1s told, Aefs 1. 41. that three thou-
sand at one time, ond, Acts 1v. 4. that above
five thousand at another time, were con-
verted, upon conviction of what themselves
had seen, what had been done publicly be-
fore thclr eves, whercin 1t was 1mpossible
to have imposed upon them. Therefore
here were the two first of the rules before-
mentioned.®

* The rstantaneous conversion of thousands was
vwrought by means of public appeals to notorious
matter of fact. Hear the language of the Apostles
1o the Jews : This ye vourselies Kxow, Acts 1. 24,
Ye xxow the thinzs dure throvzic ALL Judea, Acts
N, 37, 38, The king K XowE T3l these things. This
thing seus XoT donzin a corner., Acts xxvi. 26. Now
if Christianity is nit founded upon indubitable facts,
might vou not as well believe, that twelve men broke

liose from Bedlan. last year, brought thousands of

Deists over to Chiristianity, by saying to tiiem, ¢ Yo
Know”—what vou arc perfect strangers to; that is,
“ Ve Rnowe”—that we are a pack of bedlanntes?

I the gospel s forged, you believe that the Co-
rnthians, &c. handod down to posterity, as a st qered
treasurc, Epistles where St Paal mentions their
amazing coaversion from gross immoralitics; con-
gTai ulates them asout the spivitual or miraculetis

Lifis, m which they abounded, I Cor. xii. 1. asd
gives them p.trtuul:u' dircctions, how to use the gife
of tanzues 1o cdification; when yet they were totally
unrequuinied with any such things?

{vou believe with seme (efidels, that the listory

Baas amadl AVIRND TN
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Then for the two second : Baptism and
the Lord’s supper were instituted as perpe-
tual memorizis of these things : and they
were not instituted mn afier ages, but 21 the
very time when these things were said to
be'done ; and have been observed without
interruption in all ages through the whole
Chrisdan world, down all the way from
that time to this. And Christ himself did
ordain apostles, and other minis:iers of his
2ospel, to preach, and admimnister these sa-
craments, and to govera his church; and
that alwavs, even unto the end of the
world.* Accordingly they have continued

of Christ is “a mere fable,” and that there never
was such an extraordinary person, you believe that
the H:ahens, the Jews, and the Mzhometans, have
agreed with the Christiens, iheir sworn enem;es, 0
earrv on a most amaiing impos-ure  For Pliry, Tes
citus, Lucian, and Suctonius, heathen authors, who
lived soon after Christ, make express mention of
him : as do also Mahomet, many «f the Rabbics, unil
Julian <he Emperor, that powerful and crafiy apogs
tate, who not only never den:ed Chris:’s exisience,
but openly acknowledged that Paul, Mark, Mat-
thew, wnd Peter, were the authors of the gospeis 1ad
epistles, which bear their name. Now is not this 2
ridiculous as to believe, that the Pope, the Mufti,
and the inquisitors, have laid their heads with
Messrs. Voltaire, [fume, and Rousscau, to favour a
forgery subversive of popery, mahometanism, gnd

frfidyhity?
* Matth. sxviii. 20.
D
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bv- regular su-r2ssion, to this day ; and, no
domlb:t, =ver shdl,w h.ie the earth shali last.
So that the Christins clergy are as notort-
ous & matter of fuct, as the tribe of Lievi
among the Jews: . And the gospel 1s as
nuch a law to the-Christians, as the bouk

of Moses to the Jews: and 1t being part of

the matters of fact related in the gospel,
that such an order of men were appotated

by Christ, and 10 continue to the end ot the

worid ; consequentdy, if the gospel was a
fiction, and . mvented (as it must be) m
some ages after ('hrist; then, at that ame
when it was first mvented, there could be
no such order of chg" as derived them-
selves from the institution of Christ ; which
must give the lic to the gospel, and demon-
stiite the whoele to be false. And the mat-
ters of fact of Christ beisyy pressed o be
true, no otherwise than as there was, ac that
tune, (W hcm:\ er the Dcms wiil suppose the
gospel 1o be -orgcd) not. only pub e sacri-
menis of Lhrist’s tustitution, but an order

of clergy likewise, of his abpointment, to

d(l.muhttr them ; and it being 1mp<,,91hlc
there could be any such things belore they
were lnvented, it s as impossibie that thc
notad be r -d > d. And
snoiid be recetved when invented, i
t.u.«mlr., b) what was said above, 1t wa
as tinpossiole to have mposed upon mon
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kind in this matter,. by 1inve ung of 1t 1n
aiter 2+ s, as at the iime when those taings
were s:::t' to be done.

3. ‘t’he matters of fact of Mahoumet, or
what is fubled of the Hewher dci t!t‘b, do
all want some of the aforesaird foar rules,
whereby the certalaty of matiers of iact is
demosstrated.  First, For Mahomet, ke
pretended to no miracles, as he telis us m
his Alcoran, chap. 6, &c. and these which
are commoniyv told of him, pass amon; the
Mauhometans themselves but as- lc"ru L.&W
fables; and as such, .are rejected by tae
wise and l-arned among thun, as the le:
gends of their saints are in. the church of
Rome. See Dr. Pridcaux’s: Life-of Mi‘
homet, p. 3. - .

_ But, in the next place,'thuse whicn axe
told of him do all want the two first rules
before-mentioned.. For his pretended con-
verse with the moon ; his mersa, or mghe-
journey from Mecca to Jerusalein, and
thence to tleaven, &e. were not performed
beiore any body. . We have onI) his own
word-for them.  And they are as ground-
less as the delusions of ox, or Muggleton,
among ourselves, . |

~+Fhe same 18 to be said, mn the second
place, of the fables of ‘the Meathen .gods,
of Mercury’s stealing sheep, Jupiter’s turn-

!
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g himself into a bull, zn? the lixe: be-

sides the foliv and upworthiness of such :
senseless pretended miracles. And more- .
over, the wise among the Heathen did |
reckon ro ctherwise of these but as fables,
which had a mythology, or mvstical mean- !
ing ir: them;; of which several of them have
given us the rationale, or explication. And
1t is vlain cnough, that Ovid meant no
other i.v all his metamocrphoses.

i: is true, the Heathen deities had their
priests : thev had likewise feasts, games,
and other public institutions in memory of
them. But all these want the fourth mark,
viz. That such priesthood and institutions
should commence from the time that such
things as they commemorate were said to be
done, otherwise they cannot secureafterages |
from the imposture, by detecting it at the
time when first invented, as hath been ar-
gued before. But the Bacchanalia, and :
other Heathen feasts, were instituted many
ages after what was reported of these gods
was said to be done, and therefore can be
no proof of them. And the priests of Bac-
chus, Apollo, &c. were not ordained by ;
these supposed gods, but were appointed
by others, in after ages, only in honour to
them. And therefore these orders of priests
arc no evidence to the truth of the matters
of fact which arc reported of their gods.
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“1IV. Now in applr « nat bas been said,
vou mav challenge aii the 1-ists in ihe

world to show anv aciie. wtact 1s invulous,
which has all the four rules or mu+ks be-
fore-mentioned. No : 1t is imyossible.
A=nd, to resume a hictle what is <poke to
before, the histories of F:xodus, ard the
gospel, couid never have been reccived, if
thev had not been true ; because the insti-
tution of the priesthood of Levi, and of
Christ, of the sabbath; the passover, of cir-
cumcision, of bap:ism, and the Lord’s sup-
per, &c. arc there related, as descendirg all
the wav down from those times without
interrupticn.  And it is full as impossible,
to persuande men that they had been cir-
cumcised, baptized, had circumcised, or
baptized their children, celchrated passn-
vers, sabbaths, sacraments, &c. und«r che
gov:mment and adniinistration of a certain
order of priests, if thev had dene none of
these things, as to make them belicve that
thev had gone through seas upon div tand,
seen the dead raised, &c. And witheut be-
lieving of these, it was linpossible that
cither the law or the gospel could have
been reccived. '

And the truth of the matters of fact of
Exodus :d the gospel, Leing no otherwise
pressed apon men, taan as they have srace

L 2
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tised suck public institutions, it is appeal-
g to the senses of mankind for the truth
of them : and makes 1t :mpossible for any
to kave invented such stories in after ages,
without a palpable detection of the cheat,
when first invented ; as impossible as to
have imposed upon the senses of mankind
2t the time when such public matters of
fact were said o be done.

¥. I do not say, that every thing which
wants these four marks, is false ; but that
nothing can be false which has them all.

There is no manner of doubt that there
was such a man as Julus Casar, that ne
fought at Pharsalia, waskilied in the scnate
housc, and many other matters of fact of
ancicni times, though we keep no public
observances 1n memory of them.

But this shows, that the matters of fact
of Moses, and of Christ, have come down
to us better guarded than any other mat-
ters of fact, how true soever.

Anid yet our Deists, who would iaugh
any man out of the worid, as an nrational
brute, that should offer to deny Cesar or
Aletander, Homer or Virgil, their public
works and actions, do, at the same tnme,
value themselves as the only men of wit
and scnse, of frec, generous, and unbiassed

judgments, for ndxcu.lmg the histories of

L m———

(¥ A R A R IR

v o e, PV,




WITH THE DEISTS 13

Moses and £ hnist, thot are infinitelv better
attested. and guarded with infallible marks,
which the others want.

V1. Besides, that the importam:g. of the
subject would oblige all men to mquire
more narrowly into the one than the other.
For what consequencc is 1t to me, or to the
world, whether there was such a wan as
Czsar : whethier he beat, or xas veaten at
Pharsal:a ; whether Homer or Virgil wrote
such books; and whether what 1s related
in the lliads or Aneids, be true, or talse?
It 1s not two-pence up or down to anv man
in the world. And therefore it is worth no
man’s while to inquire o it, erther to op-
pese or justify the truth of these relations.

But our very <ouls and bodies, heth this
life und eternity, are concerned in the truth
of what is related i the Holv Scriptures ;
and thereiore men would be more mnquisi-
tive to search into the triuth of these, than
of any other matters of fact, examine and
sift them narrowly, and find out the deceit,
if anv such could Le found : for i1t concern-
ed them nearly, and was of the last import-
ance to them.

How unreasonable, then, is it to reject
thesc matters of fact, so sifted, so examin-
ed, and so attested, as no other matters of
fact 1a the world ever were; and yet to
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thizk 1t the most highlv unrzasorable, even
to nadness, to denv otier maiters of fact,
which have not the thousanéih » nurt of their
evic:cnce, 2nd are ol no conseguence at all
10 us whether true or false ¢

V1I. There are severul other topics,
from hence the truth of the Christizn re-
ngion 1s evinced to all who will judge "w
reazsen. and give themselves leave to con-
sider: As the im: vrobability that ten or
tweive poor llutcratc fishermen should
form a design of converting the whole
world to believe their delusions; and the
mmnossibility of their cfficting it, without
force of arms, learuing, oratorv, or any one
visible thmg that ccald recommcnd them
and to impose a doctrine guite opposxte to
the lusts .md pleasures of men, aad all
worldly advartages or enjovments; and
this 1n an age of s0 great learning and sa-
gaciv, as that whorein the gospel was fivst
prughﬂ : Thot these aposllcs should rot
oniy undergo all the scorn and contempt,
but the scverest persecutions, and most
cruel deaths, that coul:d be inflicted, 1n at-
testation to what themsolves knew to be a
mere deceit and forgery. of their own con-
triving. Some have suffered for errors
which they theugne to be iruth ; but newgr
any for what thcmselves knew to be lics.
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And the aposties must know what they
taught, to be lies, if it was so ; because they
spoke of those things which they nad both
seen and heard, had iooked upon and han-
dled with their hands & *

Neither can it be said, that they perhaps
might have proposed some temporal advaor-
tages to themselves, but missed of them,
and met with sufferings instead of them:
for if it had been so, it is more thar proba-
ble, that when they saw their disappoint-
ment, they would have discovered thewr
conspiracy ; especially when they might not
only have saved their lives, but got great
rewards for doing of it. How improbable,
then, is it, that not one of them should ever
have been brought to do this /1

But this is not all. For they tell us, that

* Acts iv.20. 1 John 1. 1
_1 If you believe, that t!*a gospel is the produr
of human deccit; and vet, that in the prodigious
number of apostates ornce cmlcemcd m carrv.ng on
the amazing villany, such as Judas, Demas, S -mon
Magus, derander the coppersmith, who did S1. Paul
much cvil, &c. not onc was cver fou:d, that wonld
rove the forgery: might you not as reasonabh be-
ieve, that if tlere were two violent parties in a
state, and that one of them lad been guilty of some
egrerious villany, which was known to many of the
ether party, vet that none of the latter could be pre-
vailed upon to disclose and prove it to the world 2
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their Master b1d them expect nothuig but
sufiirings n this world.  Taiz is the tenor
of ail that gospei which thev taughi: and
they tald the same 1o ail whom they con-
veried. o that here was no disas Bpomt-
ment.

¥ or ail that were corzverted by them, were
converted upen the -certain expectaticn of
suilcrings, and bidden prepare for it. Christ
commnded his discipies to take up-taerr
cross daily, and foilow kim ; anc teld them,
‘that in tne world they should have tizbwia-
tion ; that whocvcr a:d not forsake father,
mother, wife, chiliren,- ""nds, and thar
VETY bvcs,_could not oe his d (.zs_.p::s ; that
he who souzht to suve iiis liie m this worid,
shouid losc it in the next.

Now, that this d.:pis-d docirine of th
cross should prevail so mniversally | aeamst
the allurements of figsh and b.md. and all
the biandishmenis of this worid. wyninst
the rage and persccution of all the kings
and powers of the carth, must siow iis o.i-
gmal to be divine, and its protector al-
mighiy. What ' is it clse could conquer
without arms,. persuade w ithout rhetorie,
overcome ‘enemies, disarm  tvrants, and
subdue empires, without opposiiion 1%

. * The sacred pen-men, the Proplic s ard Apos-
Jdes, were holy, excellent men, and weuld not; art-
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V1IT. Wz may add to all this, the testi-
monies of the most bitter enemics and per-
secutors of Christianity; both: Jews and

less, illiterate men, and therefore con’.l not, lay the
horsible scheme of delading mankind. -The ‘hope
of g-in did not inilucnce them, for theg were self-
Jdom ing inen, hat left ail to follow a Maser, who
had not where to law kis head ; and whose grana mi-
tiating msxim was, Exceft a man forsuke ail :has ke
hatk. he camot be m disciple.  They were £0 dism-
teres: cd tht 1hey sccured nothingon earth but hun-
ger and nukoedoess, stocks and prisons, racks and
torues: wiich indeed was all il they could, or.
dicl expect, In consequence of Christ's express de-.
ciarations.  Neither was a desire of honour the mo-
tive of their actions; for-the-r Lord lumself was
treated with the utmost ceniemps, and hud more
th:n ence zosured them, that they should ceriamly
cline the same fute: Besdes, they were humble
c1e. not shove working as mechanics for a course.
e nance, and so littdedesirous of human regard,
e ey exposed 1o the world the meanness of
e b oiiy oxd occupations, their great ignorasce
and soandatons Lils. . :

\dd o this, that Jhey were so many, and lived at
ich Lsiance of time :nd piace from cach other,
that hed they beon imipostors, it would hive been
impracticzble tuor th.m to contrive and carry on &
forgery without being detected. And as Jiey nei-
thes woukl, ner could deceive the world; so they
neither coald nor would be deceived themselves :

For thev weie days, wonths, and years, eye and ear
witnesses of the things which they relate; and when

tiiey had not the fuliest evidence of importani facts,
they insisted upon new proufs, and even upon sen-
sibie demonstrations ; 88, -for. mgiunce, 'Themas, i
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Gentiles, to the truth of the matter of fact
of Christ ; such as Josephus and Tacitus;
of which the first flourished about forty

the matter of our Lord’s tesurrection, Jokn xx. 25.
And to leave us no room to question their sincerity,
most of them joyfully sealed the truth of their doc-
trines with their own blood. Did so many and such
marks of veracity, ever meet in any other authors?

But even while they lived, they confirmed their
testimony by a variety of miracles, wrought in di-
vers places, and for 2 number of years; sometimes
before thousands of their enemies, as the miracles
of Christ and his disciples ; sometimes before hun-
dreds cf thcusands, as those of Moses. These mira-
cles were so well known and attested, that when
both Chuist and Moses appealed io their authenti-
city, before their bitterest opposcrs, mentioning the
persornis upon whom, as well as the particular times
when, and the places where, thev had been peiform-
ed ; the facts were never denied, but passed over
n snlence, or malicicusly attributed to the Prince of
the Devils. By such a prtifid slander as this, Por-
phyry, Hierocles, Celsus, and Julian the Apostate,
those learmed and inveterate enemics of Chu:stianiiy,
endeavoured (as the Pharmsees had done before
them) ‘o sap the arguments founded upon the mira-
cles of Christ and his disciples So sure tiien as
God would never have displayed his arm, in the
most astonishing manner, for the support of impos-
trre, the sacred pen-men had their commission from
tae Almighty, and their writings are his lively ora-
cles.

To conclude : If the gospel (and consequently the
scripture) is an imposturc. you suppose that some
poor Galilean fishcrmen, only by mcans of an absurd
lie, which they told without wit, and wrote without

g
s
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vears after the death of Christ; and the
other about seventy years after. So that
they were capable of examining into the
truth, and want.d not prejudice and malice
sufficient to bave inclined them to deny the
matter of fact itself of Chrjst. But their
confessing to it, as hkewise fucian, Celsus,
Porphvrv and Julian the Apostate, the
Mahometans since, and all other enemies
of Christianity that have arisen in the
world, 1s an undeniable attestation to the
truth of the matter of fact.

IX. But there is another argument more
strong and convincing than even this mat-
ter of fact ; more than the certainty of wbat

elegance, foiled the multitude of the Jewish and
Pugan pr wests, who had prejudice, custom, posses-
sion, learning, oratorv, wealth, laws, governors, and
emperors on their side; vea, and truth also, upon
your principles, at least when they decried the gos-
pel as a cheat. Would it be mare ridicalous to be-
licve, that David killed Goliah, with a grain of sand,
and cut off his head with a spire of gruss : or that
our sa.lors sink men of war with a puft’ of breath,
;;:; ;lc our soldiers batter down ramparts with snow-
8

O ye sons of worldly wisdom, drop vour unjust
prqu-l'cee candidly weigh both sides of the ques-
tion, and vou will soori see, that in rewcung' the -
gospel as an imposture, vou d xspl ay a far greater
degrec cf cradulity, than we do *a cerdially recein
ing it.

E
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I. see with my eyes; and which the apos-

tle Peter called a more sure word, that is, .

proof, than what he saw and heard upon
the holy mount, when our blessed Saviour
was transfigured before him and two other
of the apostles: for having repeated that
passage as a proof of that whereof they
were eye-witnesses, and heard the voice
from heaven giving attestation to our Lord
Chnst, 2 Pet. 1. 16, 17, 18, he says, v. 19.
We have also a mare sure word of propkecy,
for the proof of this Jesus being the Mes-
siah ; that is, the prophecics whnch had
gone "before of him, from the begianing of
the world ; and all exactly felialled in him.

Me2 may dispute an imposition or delu-
sion upon our outward senses; but how
can that be false which has been so long,
even from the beginning of the world, and
so often, by all the prophets, in several
ages, foretold ? how can this be an imposi-
tion, er a forgery %

* Sometimes the plainest prophecies, the most
public miracles, and the anuals of kingdoras, well
known winen those bovks were first received, won-
derfully concur to demonstrate their authenticity,
Take one instance out of many: A prophct out of
Judabh, above 300 years before the cvent, thus fores
told the pollution of Jeroboam’s altar at Bcthel be
fore Jeroboum hiyusclf, vi.o was attended by his
1:riests, Bis couttiers, and ne doubt & vast nnmber of

bR A, 1
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This is particulariy insisted on, m the
-Methed with the Fews. And even the Je-
1sts must confess, that that book we call the
Old Testament, was m being, in the hands
-of the Jews, long before our Saviour came
into the world. ¥ And .if they will be at
the pains to compare the prophecies that
are there of the Messiah, with the fulfilling
of them, as to time, place, and all other
circumstances, in the person, birth, life,
death, resurrection, and ascension of  oyr

idolatrous worshippers : O altar, altar, thus says the
Lord, behold, a child shall be born unto the house of
David, Josiah by name, wcho shall burm men’s bones
uptn thee: and this is the sign : Beheld, this very
day, the altar shall be ren, and the ashes that are upon
it scattered. King Jeroboam inflamed with anger,
atretched forth his hand against the man of God, say-
ing to his guards, Lay hold on him : But his extend-
-ed hand was dried «p so that ke could not pull it in again
to kim : the rending of the altar, and the scatter-
ing of the fire, instantly took place ; and the capital
prophecy was exactly fulfilled by pious king Josiah,
as vou may see by comparing 1 Kings xiii. 1, with
2 Kings xxiii. 15. Can we reasonably suppose, that
books, containing accounts of such public events,
would have been received as divine by a divided peo-
Pple, if their authenticity had not been confirmed by
indubitable matter of fuct ? )
* Their wovlerful preservation of that book, and
coi.sequently the prophetic history of Christ, whom
they reject, is itsels a proof, that infinite wisdom
even overrules cnemics to bear reluctant testimony
to the truth.
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blessed Saviour, thev wili find this prove
what our apostie here calls it. @ ligh: shin-
ing in a derk place, untii the dey duer, end
the day-siar arise in- wour fearts. - Which
Ged grast.  Here is no possibility of de-
c<it or Imposture. -

Old prophecies, and all so agreeing, could
not have been contrived to countenunce a
ncw cheat ; and nothing could be a cheat,
that could fulfil all these.

For this therefore, 1 refer the Deists to
the Alethod with the Feus. N

I desire them likewise io Iock there, sect.
11. and consider the prophecies given so
long ago, of which they sce the fulfilling at
-this dav, with thcir own eves, of the state
of the Jews, for many ages past, and at
present ; without a king, or priest, or tem-
ple, or sacrifice, scittored to the four winds,
sifted as with a sieve, among all nations ;
yet prcsc"ved. and alwavs so tn be, a dis-
tinct neonle iroizz all ethers f the whole
earth. Whcreus those mighty menarchies
which oppressed the Jews, and which com-
manded the world, 1n th('r turns, and had
the grentest human prospect of perpetuity,
were to be e\tmgulshcd as they have heen,

even that their names should be blotted out

from under Heaven.

As likewise, that as remuikable of cur
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biessed Saviour, conceining the preserva-
tion and progress of the Christian Church,
when m her swaddling-clothes, consisting
only of a few poor fishermen; not by the
sword, as that of Mahomet, but under all
the persecution of men and hell ; which
yet should not prevail against her.

But though I offer these, as not to be
slighted by the Deists, to which they can
show nothing equal in ail profane historr,
and m which 1 1t is impossible any cheat can
lie; vet I put them not upon the same foot
as the prophecies before-mentioned of the
marks and coming of the Messiah, which
have been since the world began.

And that general cxpectution of the whole
earth at the time of his coming, insisted
upon in the Method with the Fews, sect. 5.

1s greatly to be noticed.

But, I sayv, the foregoing prophecies of
our Saviour, are so stroug a proof, as even
miracles would not be suflicient to break
their authority.

I mean, if it were possible that a true
miracic could be wrought in contradiction
to them: icr that would be for God to con-
tradict kimself.

But no sign, or wonder, that could pos-
sibly be solved, should shake this evidence.

It is this that keeps the Jews in their ob-

£ 2
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stinacy. 1hough they cannot denv the mat-
ters of fact done bv our biessed Saviour to
be trulv miracles, if so done as said ; nor
can thcv deny that they were so done, be-
cause they hav all the four marks before-
mentioned : yet they cannot yleld! Why?

Because they think that the gospel is in
contradiction to the law. Which if it were,
the consequence would be unavoidabie, that
both couid not be true. To sclve this, 1s
the business of the dlethsd with the Fews.
But the contradiction which they suppose,
is In ther comments that they put upon the
law ; especialiv they expect a hiteral fulfil-
ing of those promises of the restoration of
Jerusalem, and outward glories of the
churcn ; oi which there 1s such frequent
mention in the bocks of Moses, the I’salms,
and ull the prophets. And many Christi-
ans do expect the same, and take those
texts as literally as the Jews do. We do
believe, and pray for the conversion of the
Jews. For this end they have been so
miraculously preserved, according to the
prophecices so long before of it. And when
that time shall come, as they are the most
honourable and ancient of all the nations on
the earth ; so will their church return to be
the mother christian church as she was at
hArst ; and Rome must surrender to Jerusa-
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fem. Then ali nations will flow thither; and
even Ezekiel’s temple may be literally built
there, in the metropolis of the whole eartii ;
which Jerusalem must be, when the fulness
of the Gentiles shall meet with the conver-
sion of the Jews : for no nation will then
contend with the Jews, nor church with
Jerusalem for supremacy. All nations will
be ambitious to draw their original from the
Jews, whose are the fathers, and from
whom, as concerning the flesh, Chnist came.

Then will be fuihlled that cutward gran-
deur and restoration of the Jews, and of
Jerusalem, which they expect, pursuant to
the prophecies.

1 hey pretend not that this is imited to
any particular time of the reign of the Mcs-
siah. Theyv are sure 1t will not be at the
beginning ; for they expect to go through
great conflicts and trials with their Mes-
siah, (as the Christian Church has done,)
before his final conquest, and that they come
to reign with him. So that this is no ob-
struction to their embracing of christianity.
T'hey sce the same things fulfilled in us,
which they expcct themsclves ; and we cx-
pect the same things they do.

I tell this to the Deists, lest they may
think that the Jews have some stronger
argumcents than they know of ; that they
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are not persuaded by the miracles of cur
blessed Saviour, and by the fulfilling of all
the prophecies in him, that were made con-
cerning the Messiah.

As 1 said before, I would not plead even
miracles against these.

And if this is sufficient to persuade a
Jew, it is much more so to a Deist, who
labours not under tnese objections.

Besides, I would not seem to clash with
that (in a sound sense) reasonable caution,
used bv Christian writers, not to put the
issue of the truth wholly upon miracles,
without this addition, when not done in
contradiction to the revclations already
given in the Holy Scriptures.

And they do it upon this consideration,
That though it is impossible to suppose,
that God would work a real miracle, in
contradiction to what he has already re-
vealed ; yet men may be imposed upon by
false and seeming miracles, and pretended
revelations, (as there are many examples,
especially in the church of Rome,) and so :
may be shaken in the faith, if they kecp g
not to the Holy Scriptures as their rule. E

e .
TR« | I T T o R

We are told, 2 Thess. 11. 9. of hm whose
camzng' 18 aftcr tl:e 70’7‘»?172"‘ of Satan, with
all power, and signs, and Iz/zne' wonders ; %
and Rcv. xiii. 14. xvi. 14. and xix. 20. fﬁ
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the devil and false prophets working mira-
cles. But the word in all these places 1s
only Semeid, signs, that is as it 1s rendered,
Mutth. xxv. 24 ; which, though sometimes
it may be used to signify real miracles;
‘yet not always, not in these places: for
though every miracle be a sign, and a won-
der ; yet every sign, or wonder, is not a
miracle.

X. Here it may be proper to consider a
comrmon topic of the Deists, who, when
thev are not able to stand out against the
-evidence of fact, that such and $uch mira-
cles have been done, then turn about, and
deny such things to be miracles, at least
that we can never be sure whether any
wonderful thing that is shown to us, be a
truc or a false miracle. ' ‘

And the great argument they go upon,
is this, That a miracle being that which
excceds the power of nature, we cannot
know what exceeds it, unless we know the
utmost extent of the power of nature ; and
no man pretends to know that: therefore
that no man can certainly know whether
any event be miraculous : and, consequent-
ly, he may be cheated in his judgment be-
twixt true and false miracles. ~

To which T answer, 'That men may be
| srf). cheated ; and there are many examples

of it.
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But that thougit vv¢ may not always know
when we arc cheater” ;. yvet we can certainly
t=il, in many cases, %er. we are not cheat-
cd.

For though we ¢ not know the utmost
extent of the pover ¢f nature, perhaps in
any one thing ; yet i does not follow, that
we know not tiic naiure of any thing, in
some measure ; aned that certainly too. For
example : though I do not know the utmost }
extent of the powes of fire ; yet 1 certainly
know, that it is the nature of fire to burn;
and that when proper fuel is administered
to it, it is contrary tc the nature of firc not
to consume it. Thercfore if 1 see three
men taken off the street, in their common
wearing apparel, and, without any prepara-
tion, cast into the midst of a burning fiery
furnace ; and that the flame was so fierce,
that it burnt up those men that threw them
1n; and yet that those who were thrown in
should walk up and down in the bottom of
the furnace, and 1 should see a fourth per-
son with them, of glorious appearance, like
the Son of God ; and that these men should
come up again out of the furnace, without
any harm, or so much as the smell of fire
upon tkemselves, or their cloaths : I could
not be deceived, in thinking there was a
stop put to the nature of fre as to these
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oien ; and that it had its cffect upon the
men whoin 1t burned, at the same time.

Agaimn, though I cannot tell how won-
derful and sudden an increase of corn might
be produced by the concurrence of many
canses ; as 2 warm clhimate, the fertility of
th= soil, &c. vet this I can certainly kncw,
that there is not that natural force in the
breath of two or three words spoken, to
muitiply one small loaf of bread, so fast, in
the breaking of it, as truly and really, ot
only in appearance and show to the eye, but
to fill the bellies of several thousand hun-
gry persons ; and that the fragments should
be much more than the bread was at first

So neither in a2 word spoken, to raise the
dead, cure diseases, &c.

"Therefore, though we know not the ut-
most extent of the power of nature; yet
we can certainly know what is contrary to
the nature of several such things as we do
know.

And therefore, though we may be cheat-
ed and imposed upon in many seeming mi-
racles and wonders; yet there are some
things wherein we may be certain.

But further, the Deists acknowledge a
God of an almighty powcr, who made all
things,

Yet they would put it out of his power,
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to make anv revelation of his will to man-
kind. For if we cannot be certain of any
miricle, how should we know when God
sent any thing extraordinary to us?

Nay, how should we know the ordinary

wer of pature, if we knew not what ex-
ceeded 1t? If we knew not what 1s natural,
how do we know there is such a thing as
nature ? that zll is not supernatural, all m:-
racles, and <o disputablc, til we come to
downrigic scepticism, and doubt the cer-
tainty of ou. outward scnses, whether we
5¢C, ke ar, or feel, or all be not a miraculous
uiusion :

Which because I know the Deists are
not luciined to do, therefore I will return to
pursue my argument upon thc conviction
of our outwaid senses; desiring only this,
tha: tney would allow the senses of other
meil to be as cercun as thetr own.  Which
they cannot refuse, since without this they
can have no certaiuty of their own.

X1 Th\.refore, trom what has been said,
the cause i1s summed up shortly in this:
‘T’hat though we cannot see wlmt was done
before our time; yet, by the marks which
I' have laid down concerning the certainty
of matters of fact done before our time, we
may be as much assured of the truth of
them, as if we saw them withour eves ; be-
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cause whatever matter of fact has all the
four marks before-mentioned, could never
have been invented, and received, but upon
the conviction ot the outward serses of all
those who did receive 1t, as beiore is de-
monstrated. And therefore, this topic,
which 1 have chosen, does stand upon the
conviction even of mens outward senses.
And since you have confined me to one
topic, I have not insisted upon the other,
which 1 have only named.

X1II. And now it lies upon the Deists, if
they would appear as men of reason, to
show some matter of fact of former ages;
which they allow to be true, that has greater
evidence of its truth, than the matters of
fact of Moses and of Christ, as no other
matters of fact of those times, however
truc, have, but these only: and I put it
upon them to show any fergery that has all
these marks. )

This is a short issue. Keep them close
to this. 'T'his determines the cause all at
once.

Let them produce their Apollonius T'ya-
nzus, whose life was put into English by
the exccrable Charles Blount ;% and com-
pered, with all the wit and ma'ice he was

* Who became his own exccutioner.
¥




62. EASY METHOD

master of, to the life and miracles of our
blessed Saviour. .

_ Lt them take aid from all the legends
i the cliurch of Rome, those pious cheats,
the sorest disgraces of Christianity; and
which have bid the fairest, of any one con-
trivance, to cverturn the certainty of the
miracles of Christ, and his apostles, and the
whole truth ot the gospel, by putting them
all upon the same footing ; at least, they are
so understood by the generality of their
devotees, though disowned and laughed at
by the learned, and men of sense, among
them.

Let them pick and choose the most pro-
bable of all the fables ot the Heathen dei-
ties; and see if they can find, in any of
these, the four marks before-mentioned.

Otherwise let them submit to the irrifra-
gable certainty of the Christian Religion.

XI111. But if, notwithstanding of all that
is said, the Deists will still contend, ‘That
all this is but priestcraft, the invention of
priests, for their own profit, &c; then they
will give us an idea of priests far different
from what they intend : for then we must
look upon these priests, not only as the
cunningest and wisest of mankind, but we
shull be tempted to adore them 2s deities,
who bave such power as to impose at their
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pleasure, upon the senses of mankind, to
make them believe, that they Lad practised
such public institutions, eracied them by
laws, taught them to their children, &c.
when they had never done any of these
things, or ever so much as heard of them
before: and then, upon the credit of their
believing that they had done such things as
they never did, to make them further be-
lieve, upon the same foundation, whatever
they pleased to impose upon them, as to
former ages: I say, such a power as this
must exceed all that is human ; and, conse-
quently, make us rank these priests far
above the condition of mortals.

2. Nay, this were to make them outdo
all that has ever been related of the infernal

wers : for though their legerdemain has
extended to deceive some unwary behold-
ers; and their power of working some seem-
ing miracles has been great; yet it never
reached, nor ever was supposed to reach so
far, as to deceive the senses of all mankind,
in matters of such public and notorious na-
ture as those of which we now spewi:; to
make them believe, that they had enacted
Jaws for such public observances, continu-
ally practised them, taught them to their
children, and had been instructed in them
themselves from their childhood, if they
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had never enucted, practised, taught, or
beca taught such things.

3. Anu as this cxceeds all the power of
heii and devils, 50 1s 1t mere than ever God
altaighty has qonce since the foundation of
the w ond. None of the mirucles that he
has shown, or beli+f which he hus required
to anv thing wat he has revealed, has ever
contradicted the outward souses of ant one
m:n in the world, much L=ss of ali m:nkind
tog:ther : for mracles being appeals to our
outward senscs, if they should ovirthrow
the certainty of our outward senses must
destroy, with 1t, all their own certainty, as
to us; since we have no otucr way to judge
of a miracle exhibited to ~ur JOENS than
upon the supposition of the certuinty of our
senses, upon which we give credit to & mir-
acle that i1s shown to our senses.

4. This, by the way, is 2 yet unanswered
argument against the miracle of transub-
stantiation, and shows the weakiarss of the
deftence which the church of Rome offers
for it, (from whom the Socinians huve jick-
ed it up, and, of late, have giotied much in
it amongst us) That the doctrines of the
lrxmtv, or incurn:tion, contain as great
secming absurdities as that of tmnsubstan-
tiation: for I would ask, Which of our sen-
ses is it which the doctrines of the Trinity,
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ot carnation, do contradict? Is-it our see-
ing, hearing, feeling, taste, or smell?
Whereas transubstantiation does contradict
all of these. Therefore the comparisen is
exceedingly short, and out of purpose.
Bat to return.

If the Christian religion be a cheat, and
nothing else but th¢ invention of priests,
and carried on by their craft, it makes their
power and wisdom greater than that of
men, angels, or devils ; and more than God
himself ever yet showed or expressed, to
deceive and impose upon the senses of man-
kind, in such public and notorious miat-
ters of fact.* |

 * Reason itself dictates, that nothing but the
plainest matter of fact could induce so many thou-
sands of prejudiced and persecuting Jews, to em-
brace the humbling, self<dcnying doctrines of the
cross, which they so much despised and abhorred.
Nathing but the clearest cvidence, avising from un-
coubted truth, could make multitudes of lawléss,
luxurious heathens receive, follow, and transmit to
posterity the doctrines and writings of the Apos-
tles; cspecially at a time when the vanity of their.
pretensions to miracles, and the pgift of tongues,
could be so easily discovered, had they been impos-
tors—at a time when the profession of Christianity
exposed persons of ali ranks to the greatest con-
tempt, and most imminent danger. In this respect,
the case of the primitive Christians widely diftered
from that of Mahomet’s followers; for thesc, who
adhered to the warlike, violent impostor, saved their
¥ 2
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XIV. And this miracle, which the Deists

must run into to avoid those recorded of
Moses and Christ, is much greater, and.
more astonishing, than all the scriptures tell
of them. .

So that these men, who laugh at all mir-
acles, are now obliged to account for the
greatest of all :....how the senses of mankind
could be imposed upon in such public mat-
ters of faet. : |

And how then can they make the priests
the most contemptible of all mankind, since

lives and properties, or attained to honour, by their
new, easy, and fleshpleasing religion: But those,
who dcvoted themselves to the meek, self-denving,
crucified Jesus, were frequently spoiled of their
goods, and cruelly put to death; or if they escaped
with their lives, were looked upon as the very dregs
of mankind.

Add to this; that some of the most profound parts
of the scriptures, were auddressed to the inhabitants
of polite Greece, and triumphant Rome, among
whom philosophy and literature, with the fine arts
ind sciences, were in the hifirhest perfection; and
who, consequently, were less liable ¢o be the dupes
of forgery and imposture. On the contrary, gross
jgnorance overspread those countries, where Ma-
homet first broached his absurd opinions, and pro-

agated them with the sword : A sure sign this, that
the sacred writers did not, like thut impostor, avail
themsclves of the ignorance, weukncss, and help-
h‘:’ssness of their followers, to impose falsechood upon
taem,
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they make them the soie authors of this the
greatest of miracles ¢ ' | -

X ¥. And since the Deists (these men of
sense and reason) have so viie and mean an
idea of the priests of all religions, why do
they not recover the world out of the pos-
session and government of such blockhcads ?
why do they suffer kings and states to be’
led by them: to establish their deceits by
laws, and inflict penalties upon the opposers
of them ? Let the Deists try their hands ;
they have been trving, and are now busy
about it. And free liberty they have. Yet
have they not prevailed, nor eveér yet did’
prevail in any civilized or generous nation.
And though they have made some inroads
among the Hottentots, and some other the
most brutal part of mankind ; yet are they
still exploded ; and priests have, and.do
prevail against them, among not only the
greatest, but best part of the world; and the
most glorious for arts, learning, and war.

XVI1. For as the devil does ape God, n
his institutions of religian, his feasts, sacri-
fices, &c. so likewise in his priests; with-
out whom, no religion, whether true orfalse,
can stand. False religion is but a corruption
of the true. The true was before it, though
1t be followed close upan the heels.

The revelation made to Moses is elder
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than znv history extamt in the Heathen
world. The Heathens, in imitation of him,
pretended, likewise, to their revelations.
But I have given those marks which distm-
guish them from the true. None of them
have those four marks before mentioned.

Now, the Deists think all revelations to
be equally pretended, and a cheat ; and the
priests of all religions to be the same con-
trivers and jugplers: and therefore they
proclaim war equally agamet all, and are.
equally engaged to bear the brunt of all.

And if the contest be ounly betwixt the
Deists amd the priests, which of them are
the men of the greatest parts and sense, let
the effects determine it: and let the Deists
vield the victory to their conquerors, who,
by their own confession, carry all the world
before them.

XVH. ¥ the Deists say, That this is
because all the world are blockheads, as
well as those priests who govern them ; that
aill are blockheads, except the Deists, who
vote themselves only to be men of sense;
this (besides the madesty of it) will spoil
their great and beloved topic, in behalf of
what theyv call naturat religion, agair:st the
revealed, viz. appealmyg to the common rca-
son of mankind. This they set up against
rcvelation : think this to be sufficient for all
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the uses of mcn, here or hereafter, (if there
be any after state) and therefore that there
is 5o use of revelation. ‘I'nis common rea-
son thev advance as infailible, at lcast as
the surest guide; vet now cry out upen
it when it turns against them. Vv hen this
common reascn runs afier revelation, as it
always has done, then common reason 1s a
beast; and we must lcok for reascn, not
from the commen sentiments of mankind,
but only among the beaux, the Deists.*

X V1. Thereiore if the Deists would

* Aot many Noble, not mary ¥ ise -are called, says
the Aposile: never-hicless sonic of both, even at the
risc of Christianity, opetdy stoed up for its truth.
Among the el we find ..O>cph a‘mcmber of the

at Jewish councl, D:envsius, one of the Judges
at Achens, and Flav:us Ciemens, 2 Roman Senator;
and azmong the wige,” Quudiunius, Arisiides, and
Atlicrago: us, Atlicnizn Phuosophers; Clemess, Ar-
nobius, Ammonii:s, Annztolns, &c. men of grcat
learning a¢ Alexancdtia; and at Rome, Justin mastyr
and Tertullian, boh famous apologisis for the veli-
gion of Jesas, e lacier of whom :n the sccond cen-
tury told the Romun governors, that their cornpora-
tions, counc; ls,aml amies, and the emperor’s pa l'-ce,
were full of Chris iane : ro- s this xmp"o'*able, since
so carly as St. Paul’s duys tie suints of Cesar’s house-
hold saluted “hose of “he Reinon p:ovinees. Pl v,

. How cicedulous are ‘hey who can bcl;('( that
p( rsons of such rank and learning, could be deluded
by Jewish fishermen, into the worslup of a crucified
mlpuy""
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avoid the mortification, (which will he
very uneasy to them) to vield, and submit
to be subdued and hewed down before the
priests, whom of all mankind they hate
and despise ; if they would avoid this, let
them confess, as the truth is, That religion
is no invention of priests, but of divine
original: That priests were instituted by
the same author of religion ; and that their
order is a perpetual and living monument
of the matters of fact of their religion, in-
stituted from the time that such matters of
fact were said to be done; as the Levites
from Moses; the apostles and succeeding
clergy from Christ to this day: That no
Heathén priest can say the same: they
were not appointed by the gods whom they
served, but by others in after ages: they
cannot stand the test of the four rules be-
fore mentioned ; which the Christian priests
can do, and they only. Now, the Christian
priesthood, as mstxtutcd by Christ himself,
and continued by succession to this dav,
being as impregnable and flagrant a testi-
mony to the truth of the matiers of fact of
Christ, as the sacraments, or any othcr
public institutions; besides that, if the
pricsthood were taken away, the sacra-
ments, and other public institutions, which
are administered Dy their hands, must fall
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with them : therefore the devil has been
most busy, and bent his greatest force, in
all ages, against the pniesthood ; knowing,.
that if that goes down, all goes with it.
XX. And now, last of ail, if one word
of advice would not be lost upon men who
think so unmeasurably of themselves as the
Deists, you may represent to them, what a
condition they are 1n, who spend that life
and sense which God has given them, in
ridiculing the greatest of his blessings, his
revelations of Christ, and by Christ, to re-
deem those from eternal misery who shald
believe in him and obey his laws: and that
God, in his wonderful mercy and wisdom,
has so guarded his revelations, as that 1t is
t the power of men or devils to counter-
feit: and that there is no denying of them,
unless ‘we will b= 50 absurd as to deny, not
only the reason, but the ceriainty of the
outward senses, not only of one, or two, or
three, but of mankind in general "t’hat this
case is so very plain, that nothing but want
of thought can hinder any to discover it:
‘T'hat they must yield it to be so plain, un-
less they -an show some forgery which has
all the four marks before set down. But if
they cannot do this, they must quit their
cause, and vield a havpy victory over
themselves ; or else sit down under all thar
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ignominy, with which theyv have loaded the
priests, of being, not orly the most perni-
cious, but wh.v will gall them more) the
most mconsndemte, and inconsiderable of
mankind.

'Therefore let them not think it 2n un-
dervaluing of their worthiness, that their
whole cause is comprised within s¢ narrow
a compass, and no more tme bestowed
upon it than it is worth.

But let them rather reflect, how far they
have been all this time from Christianity,
whose rudiments they are vet tolearn ; how
far from the wayv of salvation ; how far the
race of their lives is run, before thev have
set one step in the road to heaven: and
therefore how much diiigence thev ought
to use, to redeem all that time the\' hw
lost, lest thev lose themiselves for ever: and
be convinced, by a dreadful experience,
when it is too late, that the gospel 1s a
truch, and of the last consequence. ¥

* It is exceedingly remarkable, that the more
humble and holy people are, the more they read,
admire, and value *he ser iptures; and on the con-
trary, the more self-conceired, worldiy -minded, md
wicked, the more they ncglo.ct, despise, and aspers
them.

As for the objeciions which are raised 'r;r;.'nst
their perspicuiiy and consistency, those who are
both prous and lerrped, know, thit they are general-
Iy foundcd on prepossessicr, and the want of under-
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>"unding in spiritual things; or on our igrcrance of
several cu:.to.n:,, 1dioms, .md cu‘cun-st.mcts, which
were nerfectly known whea those books were writ-
t(x.. rrcqucntlv 2¥s0 the immaterial error .risep
crely frum = wrong punctuaiion, or a misuke of
e )pxt‘b, priniers, or :ranslaors; as the da iy ..:scov-
er:cs of pious critics, and ingcnuous conf.s ions of
unprejudiced enquirers, .abl.nd..nd_\' prove

Sect. XIXih is omitted, as containing sentimerts
ot esscnitial 1o the subject of the letier.

?
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SIX LETTERS
ON THE

SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATION

OF THE

SON OF GOD.

By THE Rev. JONN FLETCHER,
Vicar of Jadeley.

el
I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak the
words of truth and soberness. JActs xxvi. 25.

Wiedom is justified of her children. AMatr. xi. 19.
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INTRODUCTION

TO THE
MANIFESTATION OF THE SPIRIT.

- HAVING in the “method with infidels” demon-
strated, as it is believed, thc tzuth and certain
validity of the Holy Scripturcs, we come next, m
order, 10 prove the certainty of the manifestation of
the Spirit of ihe Son of God 10 the souls ai«d percep-
tions of men.

This is a doctrine every where taught in those
Scriptures; and its belief is thervefore vital to Chris-
tiamty. Flctcher has, we conceivy, proved the sound-
ness of this doctrine in a mosi mimitable manner.
4s it is matter but little better understood by some
Professors, than 1t is misconceived by all Unbelievers,
(for some Prafessors  have the form of godliness,
but deny the power thereof;”) it is 1herefore sustain-
ed throughout, by the confession of Faith of the
Episcopal Church, (of which he was an eminent
Pastor,) as well as by the word of God.

Were the doctrine. of regeneration more infurced,
and of course better undurstood, even among many
of those who assume the name of christians, Infidelity
would be spoiled of many of its weapons against
christianity. 8ccptics have often hut 100 much rea-
son to cry out mystery ! mystery! when they find
those who. should be able to speak intelligibly of the
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2o birth ! »s totullv .g'nn:':'m of the Ser’ptusl oo
ceptziion of heing born ag:in,” as was Nicouemas,
the murvelling ¢ masier n lsr:ul."

The operation of the n=w &rth (“ being Lom
again™) is the grand commission which 1he Hoiv
Gl:ost the Comforter was sen? to effect.  Far s,
Christ, the Son of God gave up his life upen the
Cross ! Let iis importance therefore be catimated Ly
the means tzken io cause 1! Proporuenate te Le
mearis must be the end. The End s, that millions
and mil’ions of the human race have fult this renewel
m their hearts by spiritual tokens, so scnsible and
ceitam, that had there besn no Bible revelation, they
would 3¢ have been the less certain of tiwir commu-
nion and fellowship” with God by his spirit. This is
strenze docirine to the unbelicver, a!l of whom we
mayv ask without etpecta?"m of answer, “ who hath
belicvod our report?’ The truth, is, * Spirizuul
things are Spiritually discerned,”™ and those who
have “cves which sec rot, and ears th.nt hearnot,” are
as preposterous in their endeavours at spiritual dis-
cermmenis, as would be the blind at setting them-
scives up for judges of colours. 8o sure it 'is, that
“the worid, by (its) wisdom, knows not God.” But,
Gad has imparted this sure and certa:n testimony to
the really gw;od and great in every nation in Christen-
dom : and the End which we would now wish to
make of this grucious meuns is to avail ourselves of
the evidence which the manifestation affords, of offer.
ing certcin and rational assurance to the understand-
ing of Deists in general, and Jews in particular, that
cnrist Lus really risen, and that the Comforter hus uc-
tuallycome! The witnesscs for this truih, are nume-
reitd, and erc wt hand ! Yea, thoy are aciually living
throughont Christendom, and will be iving on the
carth to the end of fime They sre to be fornd in al-
MNSt every sociely naming the name of Jesus ! sure,

certain, witncsses are they, to whom the evidence im-
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yarted has been so great, that they would not ccase
10 Lelicve, were the same manuer of inteimnal Cvi-
dence perpetuated, though there should be o Bsble
Ticse are traths which every Christiun “ izioms,”
because he has * the witness of the Spirit, icsufving
withi his Spirit, that he bas passed f2om death unto
life” This then ie \he vitai docirine io charge Lome
most upon unbcitevers ; bui how shll they believe
whe have no sporitual faculties with which to wppre-
hend > ‘There is cer:ainly an impediment on ther
pari. But there is yet umple meuns for preliminary
conv:-ncement, it shey will be governed by such rules
as poevail in every other kind of received testimony.
The « .idences ihien, are such, ss may be found in
every cbyectors city, village, or neighbourhood.
There many have borne {estimony to all arvuad, that
a sensible preternatural change has been wrought
upon iheir heart.—That thcy know that all their
former sinful affections and des:res have been totally
ehanged for those that are pure and holy—indecd,
the world itself zcknowiedges the change of their
mannews and conduct ; they sve and confess the re-
form of a no-orsous debauchce and drunkard—When
chalicnged with these obvious fixcts, the answer of
the unbeliever is, it is mere enthusiasm ! On other
occasions they perhaps witness the tears and cries
of “ penitential sorrow,” or the “joy unspeak-
able” of the soui “ delivered from the burthen of
sin too in'olerable to be borne” (both of which, the
Script:ires continually teach,) wnd they cry out shear
enthisiazm ! This 1s 2 word, which having e known
derivation, is well adap.cd 0 0 vague = Usc; since
it is evident those who use it, never consider its
import, cven in their own use of it They offer it
as an explication of he cause, whenin fact they have
at most but named the effect. The cause 1s sull a
mystery to all but the cpitsiiun, 1o whom the Bible
and the Spirit have rev :aled it. Crics and tears, let .t
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be well comsidered. are mot rolunfary emotions;
neiilicr are e opposite emoiions of Jov : thev must
ten-Afure be «ffected by some powerfidaginc: o. caus..
This thercfore brings us to the original subject un-
der consideration, to wit : the certasm manifestation
of the Spini

Where then shail we look for the explication of
ihe mysiert, but te the pasxcssors of this *“ change of
hear:,” xnd to the ceacwresce of Scriptux’ On
what pre‘ext could the testiimony of these witnesses be
rejected, but by taking ort a statute of lunacy a-
gainst them ; and who would be so handy and airsurd «s
to either ask it, or to srant 1t ! They would :cli yon
with Saist Paul, «I am not mad, but speak forth ‘the
words of truth and soberness = Yea, vou vourselves
do know that al! of these persons are at least rativnal
m all their other concerns m hiic—And vou vour-
selves alsc know, they make better members of So-
ciety—Pecrhaps many of these witnesses are members
of vour own families ; perh-ps vour paren's, vour
husbands, VOur wives, or vour brethren—Thzse you
may have seen swprisizgiv transformed from gross
wickedncss to cxemplary picty.  In this state thes
continue uniform for their whole lives, di~ing sl
which time they testifutheir certain, perceptible, com-
munication with the holy 5pmt-—-na\, many huase
sealed this truth wik their Blood ; and many whom
You m:y now familiarly know are <till ready to offcr
their bodies as a witness—These are not maniacs,
but as discreet, sober men, as _\ou perhaps esteem
)'Olll‘bt.l\tx to be. In Shu:’t, if the case could be sct-
ted by judicial judgmen:, it woild forever be put ot
nes: fo' cmnl»c'-m rafww.a’ “ood e mreat wiinesses,
would come even fromm tne ends of 1he carth, to tes
t!f\ o oath, the certaim, sencible, p:'rr»”nm"' mn fes
taticns 1 God 10 e r severa! st,ul‘; =i what would
be stil! more confirinatery, diversity of languages

4
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and rations, would all have onc spirit to speuk of
and to glorify i*

Rezder, 1s it strange, that God who is a Spirit,
and whom 50 man hath seen at any tlme, should have
a sure and ceriain means of impariing a knowledge
of humsclf to his creazures; or rather would it not be
:irenger f hecould not, or ever =euld not? Any thing
contrasy to this scriptrral, and cven necessary mears
of kccpmg- un the miercourse between God,and his
CREAITS, SINCE SPIrIL Thust communiCate with spint,

vzuld be making the christian dispensation less wel-
reme wnd I-sg glarimn," (c1::chis the reverse of ithe
promise ) than it was under the Mosaic Fra. Then
Christ came 1n person and revealed lumself': but no=
that he has risen, we have only tiie means of behoid-
1-g him,n leiters cast at the foundery and impress=d
si the printer’s ! And how muny z:e they of s who
cannot avail ourselves even of these helps; some have
no money, and some cannot read. Alas! if there beno
munifestation of the Spirit, who does not say, *° Locd
vc besecch thee, bring us back to the times of
Maoses, wienee thou diast converse with thy peopte-:
tiey bebeid thy glory, and recerved thy answers
from beiween the chicrubim : but we, alas, can nei-
tner sce thee, feel ihice, nor communicate with
tvec I

Reader be not sclfewiticd and obsiinate : bat
prepare thy heart for the recepaon of the trias =3
1t will be offervd i the foiiow g pages, Winen Wis
writicn for one, wio, hixe 1o, coelid not behieve that

God’s spirit couid dguwell w1 the hearis of inen !

* If objcectors will still obstinately persist in wnbe-
Lof, we will ask such, even on their own view of
thiegs, 10 discover some eccrse for the eff=cts thus
cxhubiiod, which philosopin (which is never eoaary
o religion) mar sancaon. Surcly we Krnow oi ao
delusion (of it be seci:) in any manner analogous
Mcn both sane and :esane, at ti:e same time!
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God, fur puipases worthy of his wisdom, manvfestc
© humseliy ~ooner or later, 10 afl his sincere foilew érs,
in a gpirctwal manner, wlnch the world knows not
ot
. SIR,
WIHEN 1T had the pleaqure of seemg
vou lust, you scemed surprised to hear me
b :
say, that the Son of God, for purposes
woithy of s wisdom, manifests himself,
sooncer or later, to all his sincere followers,
n a sprritual manner, which the world
| knows not of. The assertion appeared to
' you unscriptural, enthusiastical, and dan-

! gerous. © What 1 then advanced to prove,

that it was scriptural, rational; and of the
greatest Importance, made you deswe I
would write to you on the mysterious sub-
ject. I declined it, as being unequal to the
task ; but having since considercd, that a
mtaée here may endanger your soul or

- minc, I sit down to comply with your re-
% quest : And the end I propose hy it 1s, eil-
J ther to give you a fair opportunity of point-
ing out my error, if I am wrong; or to en-
gage you, it I am right, to seek k what T es-
teem the most inv aluah;c of all blessings,—

.
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the revelations of Christ to yvour own soul,
productive of the expenmentai knowledge
of him, and the preseat enjoyment of his
salvation.

As an architect cannot build a palace,
unless he 1s allowed a proper spot to erect
it upon, so I shall not be able to establish
the doctrine I maintain, unless you allow
me the existence of the proper senses, to
which our Lord manifests himself. The
manifestation I contend for, being of a
spiritual nature, must be madc to spiritual
senses; aind that such senses exist, and arc
opened 1n, and exercised by regenerate
souis, 1s what 1 design to prove in tis let-
ter, by the joint testimony of scripture, our
chirch, and reason.

I. 'The scriptures inform us, that Adam
lost the experimental knowledge of God by
the fall. His foolish attempt to hide him-
selt from his Creutor, whose eves are in
every pluace, evidences the total blindness of
his understanding. The same veil of un-
belief, which hid God from his mind, was
drawn over his heart and -all his spiritual
senses. Me died the death, the moral,
spiritual death, in consequence of which the
orruptible body sinks into the grave, and
the unregenerate soul into hell.

In this deplorable stute  Adam begat his
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children. We, like him are not only void of
the life of God, but alienated from it,
through the ignorance that is in us. Hence
it is, that though we are possessed of such
an animal and rational life, as he retained
after the commission of his sin, yet we are,
by nature, utter strangers to the holiness
and bliss he enjoyed in a state of innocence.
Though we have, in common with beasts,
bodily organs of sight, hearing, tasting,
smelling, and fcelmg, adapted to outward
objects ; though we enjoy, in conmimon with
devils, the faculty of reasoning upon natu-
ral truth:, and mathematical propositions,
yet we do not understand supernatural and
divine things. Notwithstanding all our
speculations about them, we can neither see
nor taste them truly, unless we are arisen
with Christ, and taught of God. We may,
indeed, speak and wwrite about them, as the
blind may speak of colours, and the deaf
dispute of sounds, but it is all guess-wor#,
hear-say, and mere conjecture. The things
of the Spirit of GGod cannot be discovered,
but by spiritual, internal senses, which are,
with regard to the spiritual world, what our
bodily, external senses are with regard to
the material world. They are the only
medium, by which an mtercourse between
Christ and our souls can be opened and
maintained.
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The exercise of these senses is fiecultar
to those who are born of God. ‘i'ney be-
long 1o what the Apostles call the new men,
the inward man, the new creaiure, the hid-
der: man of the heart. In ixlicvers, this
hidécn man is awakered and raised from
the dead, by the pcwer of Christ’s resurrec-
tion. Christ is his life, the Spirit of God
is his spirit; praver or praisc his breath,
holiness his heaith; and love his ¢lement.
We.read of his hunger and thirst, food and
drink, garment and -habitation, armour and
confizts, pain and pleasure, fainting and
reviving, growing, walking, and working.
All this supposes senses, and the more
these. senses are quickened by God, and
exercised by the new born soul, the clearer
and stronger is his percepiicn of divine
thlh IS, . .

On the other hand, 1n unkeliey ers, the
inward man is deaf, blind, naked, asleep;
ves, dead in trespisses and sins: and of
course,.as: incapakic of perceving spiritual
things, as a person in a decp sieep, or a
dead man of discovering outward objects.
St. Pal’s language to him js, « Awake,
thou that slee pest, arisc from t‘w dead, and
Christ shail give thee light.” He calls him
a aut:iral man, one who hath no higher life,
than that his parcnts conveyed to him by
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patural generation—one who follows the
dictates of his own sensuai soul, and is nex-
ther born of God, nor led bv the spint of
God. “ The natural man,” says the Apos-
tie, “ receiveth not the things of the Spirit,
for thev are foolishress wztﬂ him, neither
can he know them, hecause thev are spirit-
-ually discerned.” "He has no sense pioper-
ly exercised for this kind of discernment,

:his ¢ eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei-

ther hae entered into Ais heart, the things
which God hath prspared for them that
love him.”

The reverse of the natural man is the

spiritual, so czlled, because God hath re-
pcaled spiritual thmgs (0 him by his Spirit,
who is now in him a principle of spiritual
and eternal life. ¢ The spiritual man,’says
the Apostle, ¢ judgeth, 1. e. discerneth all
things, vet he himself is discerned of no
one.” The high state he is in, can nc more
be discerned by the natural man, than the
condition of the natural man can be discern-
ed by a brute.* {

8t. Paul not onlv describes the spiritual
man, but speaks particularly of his internal
moral senses. Christians, savs he,of full age,
by reason of use, have their senses exercised

* 1 Cor. 11. 10—15.
t Tovainman this is a most humiliating doctrinc.
H 2
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to discern good and evil.¥* He pravs,thatthe
love of the Philippians * mav abound more
and more 1n knowledg(_ and o xecs aicIrry
in all sense or feeling.”t The scriptures
constantly menticn, or allude to onc or other
of these spiritual senses :—Give me leave
to produce some irstances.

1. Lo begin with the Sigut. St. Paui
pravs, that the eyes of his converts being
enlightened, they might know what is the
hope of their caliing. He reminds them,
that Christ had been evidently set forth
crucificd before their eyes. He assures
them, that the God of this world hath blind-
ed the eyes of them that belicve not the
gospel ; and declares that his commission
was to ¢pen the eyes of the Gentiles, and
surn them from darkness to light. Abra-
ham saw Christ’s day, and was giad. Moses
persevered, as seeing him who is nvisille.
David praved, Open my eyes that I may
see wonders out of thy Law. Qur Lord
complains, that the heart of unbelievers is
waxed gross, that their ears are dull of
hearing, and that they Lave closed their
eyes, lest they should sce with their eycs,
undcrstand with their hearts, and be con-
verted. He counsels the Laodlce.ms, to
anoint their eyes with eyc-salve, that they
might see. Hc declares, that the world can-

* Hcb. v. 14 t Phil. i, 9.




. SPHMTUAL MANIFESTATION.  ¢f

not receive the Spint of truth, because it
sees him not ; that the things which belong
to the peace of obstimite unbelicvers, are,
at last, judicially 47zd from their eves;
and that the pure i beart shall see God.
St. John testifics, that he who does evil,
hath nnt seen God ; =ad that darkness hath
blind=d the eyes of him, that ioves not his
brother. 'ﬁle Holy Ghost informs us, that
believers Jook at the things which are not
seen, and behold the gionv of God, shining
in the face of Jusus Christ. "These are the
eves, with which bellevers see the saivation
of God. T he) are o distiancé from those
of the bzdy, that wiea our Lord ovened
them in St. Paul’s sould, he suffired scales to

w over his #sdily cves.  And nc doubt,
when Chrnist gave outward sight to the
blind, it was chicfiv to coavince thc world,
that it is he who can sav to blind siuners,
Receive yoursight; see the goodness of the
Lord in the land of the living; look unto
me and be saved.

2. If you do not admit of a spiritual
Hr arixg, what can vou mate of our Lord’s
repeated caution, he that hath an ear #9 near,
lethim hear? And what canbe the meaning of
the following scriptures—Hear, O foolish
people, who have cars and Aear not. Ye un-
circamcised in heart and ears. Ye cannot
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hear my words ; ve are of vour {ather the
Devil. He that i1s of God heareth God’s
words ; ve, thercfore, hear them not, be-
sause ye are not of God : Can 1t te suppos-
ed, that our Lord spake of sutward hear-
ing, when he said, the hour comcth, and
now is, that the dead shall hear the voice of
the %o cf God and live. My sheep hear
my voice. He that hath heard and learned
of the I athcr, comcth unto me. Do not all
sinners stand spiritualiv in need of Christ’s
powerful Ephphatha, Be thou opened ? Is
tha: man truly conver:cd, who cannot wit-
ness with Isa‘ah The Lord hath wakened
my car to hear as the learned ; and with
the Psalmist, Mine ears hast thou opened ?
Had not the believers at Ephesus heard
Christ, and been taught of him ? When St.
Paul was caught up into the third heaven,
did he not hear words unspeakable? And
far from thinking spiritual hearing absurd,
or impossible, did he not qucstnon, whether
he was not then out of the body ? And does
not St. John positively declare, that he
was in the Spirit, when he heard Jesus say,
I am the first and the last ?
3. How void of meaning are the follow-
ing passages, if they do not allude to that
SENSE, which is calculated for the reception

of, what the barrennesg of human language
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comiels me to call spiritual perfumes ? The
swell of thv ointmenis 1s better than all
smces. The smcli of thy garments is like the
<m-ii of Lchanon. Al th\' sarments smell
of myrrh, alows, and cassia ; and because of
the favour of thy gnod ontments, thy name
is as ormtment poured forth.

4. If believers have not a spmitual facul-
ty of TasTING divine things, what delusion
maust thev be under, when thev say, Chnst’s
fruit is sweet to their taste ; and cry out,
How sweet are thy words to my taste ! thev
are sweeter than honev to my mouth? But
how justlv can thev speak thus, if thev hove
tasted the heavenly mift, and the good word
of God, and, as new horn babes, desire the
sincere milk of it 7 Surely, if thev ent the
flesh of the Son of God, drz24 his blood
and faste that the Lnrd is gracwus, they
have a right to testify, that his Jove is bet-
ter than wine ; 2nd to invite those that hun-
ger and thirst after nghteousness, to taste
that the Lora is good, that thev also may
be satisfied with Lis goodness and mercy, as
with marrow and fatness.

5. If we are not to be perfect <toics in
religion. if we should have one degree more
of devotion, than the marble statutes, which
adorn our churches, we should have X
think, some TeeLING of our unworthiness,
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some senst oi God’s mejesty.  Christ’s
tender heart was piciced to atone for, and
to remove the hardness ot curs. God pro-
mises to take from us the heart of sione,
and to give us an heart of flesh, a broken
and contrite heart, the sacrifice of which,
bhe will not despise. Good king Josiah
was praised, because his heart was tender.
The conversion of the three thousand, on
the day of pentecost, began by their being
pricked in their heart.  We are directed to
Jfeel after God, if haply we might find him.
Qur Lord himself 1s not ashamed to be
touched, in hewven, with a teeling of our
infirmities. And St. Paul, itimates, that
the highest degree of obduracy and aposta-
cy, is to be past feeling, and to have our
conscience seared as with a hot iron,

I hope, Sir, you will not attempt to set
aside so many plain passages, by saying,
they are unfit to support a doctrine, as con-
taining empty metaphors, which amount just
to nothing. T'his would be pouring the
greatest contempi on the perspizcurty of the
oracles of Grod, the ntegrity of the sacred
writers, and the w:sdem of the Holy Ghost,
who mspived them. As certainly as there is
a spiritual life, there are senses calculated for
the displuy and enjovment of it and these
senses ¢Xist po more in metaphor, than the
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Life that excrts itself by them. Our Lord set-
tled the point, when he declered to Nicode-
mus, thatnoman can s-e the kingdom ot (zod,
the kingdom of grace here,and of glory here-
after, excent he is first born of God, horn of
the Spiriz; just as nochild can see this world,
except he 1s first born of a woman, born of
the flesh. Hence itappears, that a regenerate
socui hath his spiritual senses ofened, and
made capable of disserning what belongs to
the spiritual worid, as a new born infant
hath fiis natural senses unlocked, and begins
ta see, hear, and taste, what belongs to the
material world into which he enters.

- YI. These declarations of the Lord, his
prophets, and apostles, need no confirma-
tion. Nevertheless, to show you, Sir, that
I do not mistake their meaning, I shuil add
the testimony of our own excellent church.
As she strictly agrees with the scripture,
she makes also frequent mention of spiritual
sensations, and you know, Sir, that sensa-
tions necessarily suppose senses. She prays,
that God would « give us a due sense of his
inestimable love in the redemption of the
world, by our Lord Jesus Christ.”* She
begs, that he would “ make us 470w and
Jeel there is no other name than that of Je-

® Thanksgiving.
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sus, whereby we must be saved.”* She af-
ﬁrma, that true penitents feel “the burden
of their sins 1ntolerable ;7’7 that godly per-
sons ** feel in themselves the workings of
Christ’s Spirit;7’f that “ the Lord speaks
prescutly to us in the scrxpturcs, to the 'rrcat
and ¢ndless comfort of ail that have any
feeling of God in them ot all 57 that ¢ god-
lv men feit, inwardly, the Holv Ghost -

aming thelr hearts with the fear and icve
of God, and that thev are miscerable wretch-
cs, who have no tee.mg of L od within
them at all :”§ And, that “if we feel the
heawiy burden of our sins presszng our souls,
and forinenting us with the fear of death,
hell, and damnnation, we must s'caut.\auv
behoid Christ crucified, with the cres of
our heart.”’§l  Qur church farther decinres,
that ¢ true fueth 1s not in the mouth and
outward protession only, but fveti and
stirreth inwardly in the heart, and that if
we feel and percetve such a fuith 71 us, we
must rejoice ;7 *% that ¢ corvection, though
puaintuly bringeth with it a taste of (.}oa’s
goodness 1’1t That “if after contrition, we
feel our consciences at peace with God,

* Office for the sick. + Communion. t 17 Article
§ Uoin. on ceriuin places of scripture. § 2 Hom. on”
the passion. ** Hoia. on faith, 1st and 34 part.
1 Honi on the fear of death, 2d part.




I 4

SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATION. 97

throuzh the remissisn of our sim, it is God
why work:th that great miracle in us;” and
she prays, that, ¢ as this knowledge and feel-
irg is not 1n ourselves, and as by ourseives,
it is not possible to come by it, the Lord
would give us grace to know these things,
and feel them in gur hearts.”* She begs,
that * God wouild assist us with his Holy
Spiiit, that we may hearken to the voice of
the good Shepherd.”; She sets us upon
asking continually, that the Lord would
“lighten our darkness,” and deliver us from
the two heaviest plagues of Pharach,
“blindness and hardness of heart.”’}{ And
she affirms, that if we will be profitakle
hearers of the scriptures, we must keep un-
der our carnalsenses, taken by the outward
words, search the inward meaning, and
give place to the Holy Ghost,” whose pe-
cudiar office it is to op=n our spiritual senses,
as e opened Livdia’s heart.§

If ¥ did not think the testimony of our
bicssed reformers, founded upon that of the
s.cred writers,of sufiici-nt weight toturn the
scale of vour sentimenis, I could throw in
tuc declarstions of mary ancient and wo-

* Hom. for Rogalion week, Sd part. § ITom. on
repent. 2d part. 1 Even. prayer ard J.itany  § Horn
o cextarn places of scriptu.e,

[
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dern divines. 'To instance in two or three
only : St. Cyrill, in the xiii Book of his
'.lreasure, afhrms, that, “ men know Jesus
15 the Lord, by the Hol Ghost, no other-
wise than thev who taste honev, know 1t 1s
sweet,even by its proper quality = Dr.Smith
of Queen’s College, Cambridge, in his select
discourses, observes, after Pletinus, that
“ God 1s best discerned soepa w5 agpy by inte!-
Iectual touch of him.” We must, savs he,
‘““ see with our eyes, to use St. John's
words ; we must hear with our ears, and
our hands must handle the word of life,
0TI yap Q/vxg; &ictyrs 713 for the szul hath 1ts
sense as well as the body.” And bishop
Hopkias, in his treatise on the new éirth,
accounts for the papists denying the know-
ledge of salvation, by saying, “Itis no
wonder, that they w ho will not trust their
naturol senses in the doctrine of transub-
stantiation, should not their spiritual oncs
in the doctrine of assurawice.”

111. But instead of proving the point by
multiplyiag quomtxons, let me mtreat you,
sir, to weigh the following observations in
'hc b.al.ch of r¢ason.

1. Do not all grant, there is such a thing
as mora! sense in the world, and that to be
utterly void of it, is to be aktogether unfit
for social Be? If veu had givea o friend
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the grcatest proofs of your love, would not
he be mcxcusable, if he feit no gratitude,
and had absolutely no sense of yoyr kind-
ness. Now, if msral sense and feelmg are
universally allowed, between man and man,
in civil life, why should it appear incredi-
ble or irrational, that there should be such
a thing, between God and man, in the d-

cvine hife?

* ¥* * * % ¥* * *
* * * * * * * *
* * * ¥* * * * x
* * * * * * % X
* * 3 * * ¥ * *x

4. To conclude, if material objecis can-
not be perceived by man in his present state,
but through the medium of one or other cf
his bodily senses; by a parity of reason,
spiritual objects cannot be discovered, Lut
throuzh one or other of the senses, which
belong to the irwward man. God being a
Spirit, cannot be worshipped in truth, unm-
less he is 4nzwn in spinit.  You may as
soon imagine, how a blind man, by reason-
ing on what k¢ feels or tastes can get true
ideas of hight and colours, as how one, who
has no spiritual senses opened, can, by all
his reasoning and guessing, attain an cxpe-
rimental knowledge of the invisible Ged.

Thus. from the yint testimony of scrip-
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ture, of our churck, and of re 130n, it appears
that spiritual senses are a blessed reality.,
I have dwelt so long on the pre -7 of therr
cxistence for two reasons. Fir.e, ‘They
are of infinite us. in re<ligion. Saving faith
cannoi subsist and act without them. 1If
St. Paul’s definition of that grace be just,
if it is “ the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen,” it must
be a principle of spiritual life, more or less,
attended with the exercise of these senses
according to the poetic and evangelical lines

of Dr. Young,
“ My heart awuke,
FeELs the great truths : To FEEL to be fir'd,
~ And 1o bulicve, Lorenzo, is to FEEL.”

Till professors see the necessity of believ-
ing, in this manner, they rest in a refined
Jorm of godiinzss. ‘I'o the confidence of
the Antinomians, they may indeed, join the
high profession of the foolish virgins. ‘Lhey
may even crown their partial assent to the
truths of the gospel with the zeal of Phari-
sees, and the regularity of moralists; but
still they stop short of the new creation,
the new birth, the life of CGod in the soul
of man. Nay more, thev stumble at some
of the most important truths of Christiani-
tv, and think the discoveries, that sound
belicvers have of Christ aad the spiritual
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world, are enthusiastica! delusions, or, at
least, extraordinary favours, which they
can very well do without. Thus, even
while. they. allow the. power. of gndlmcss
in sthers, they rest satisficd without experi-
encing it in themselves.

Secondly, What I:shall write will depend
very much on the existence of spiritual
senses ; aad 1if this letter convinces you,
that they are opened in every newborn soul,
you will more easily believe, Ghrist can
znd does manifest himself by that proper
medium ; and my letter on divine manifes-
tations wnll meet with a less prejudiced
reader.

That Emmanuel, the light of the world,
may direct me to write with sobemess and
truth, and you to read with attentipn and
eandour, is the sincere prayer of, Sir,
Yours, &c.




LETTER 1L

What is the nature of that manifestation, which makes
the believer more than conqucror over sin and
death.

SIR,

HAVING proved in my first letter,
the existence of the spiritual senses, to
which the Lord manifests himself ; 1 shall
now enter upon that subject, by letting you
know, as far as my pen can do it

I. What is the nature of that manifesta-
tion, which makes the believer more than
conqueror over sin and death.

1. Mistake me not, Sir, for the pleasure
of calling me entiusiast. I do not insist,
as you mav imagine, upon a manifestation
of the vsice, badu, or blood of our Lord to
our external senses.  Pilate heard Christ’s
voice, the Jews saw his body, the soldiers
handled it, and some of them were literally
sprinkled with his blood ; but this answered
no spiritual end: They knew not God
manifest in the flesh.

2. Nor do I understand such a knowledge
of our Redeemer’s doctrine, offices, p.o-
mises and performances, as the naturd
man can attain, by the force of his undcr-
standing and memory. All carnal profes-
sors, all foolish virgins, by conversing with
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true Christians, hearing gospel sermons,
and recding evangelical-books, attain to
the Aistoricai, and doctrinal knowledge of
Jesus Christ. Their understandings are
informed ; but, alas! their Acarts remain
unchanged. Acquainted with the /letter,
they continue ignorant of the Spirit. ‘Boast-
mg, perhaps, of the greataess of Christ’s
salvadon, thev remain altogether unsaved ;
and, full of talk about what he hath done
for them, they know nothing of Christ in
them, the hope of giory.

3. Much less do 1 mean such a repre-
sentation of our Lord’s person and sufler-
ings, as the naivre! man can form te him-
self, by the force of a warm imagination.
Manv, by sceing a striking picture of Jesus
bleeding on the cross, or hearing a pathetic
discourse on his agsiay m the garden, are
decpiy affeccted and mcelted into tears.
They raise in themselves a lively dea of a
great and good man unjusiy tortured to
death ; their soft passions are wrought up-
on, and pity fills their heaving breasts.
But, alas! they remain strangers, to the
revelation of the Son of God by the Holy
Ghost. The murder of Julius Cesar, pa-
thetically described, would have the same
effect upon them, as the crucifixion of Jesus

Christ. A decp play would touck them as
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easily as-a deep sermon, and much to the-
same purpase ; for.in either case, their im-
pressions aund their tears are generally.
wiped away together. |

4, Xor yet do] understand -good desires,
melangs of heart, victories over particalar,
corrujtions, a confidence that the Lord can:
and. will save us, power to stay ourselves
on some: promises, gleams of joy, rays of
comfort, enlivening hopes, touches of love ;
nq, not even-foretastes of christian liberty,
and of the good word of God. ‘Lhese.are
rather:the delightful drawings of the Father
than the powerful revelation of the Son.
'These, like the star, that led the wise men
for a time, then disagpeared, and appeared
again, are helps and encouragement to come
to Christ, and not adivine union with him,
by the revelation of himself.

I can-mare easily tell you, Sir, what this
revelation is nof, than what it is. The
tongucs-of men and- angels want proper
words to express the sweetness and glory,
with which the 8on of Gad visits the souls
that cannot rest without him.% This bless,

* Let the reader mavk. the forvor.and energy of
thpse words, as. well as many inore, which will b¢
found, in the following letters. They are the common
language of christians, and must not by any means

be considered as hyperboles or metaphors of speeck.
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ing is not to be described, but enjoyed. It
is to be written, not with ink, out with the
Shirit of the livirg God, not on papery or
ables of stone, but in the ﬂes/z[y tables of
the heart. May the Lord himself explain
the mvstery, by giving vou to eatof the
hidden manna, and bestowing upon youn
the new name, which no man knows; save
he that receives it ! In the mean t_ime, take
a view of the following rough drafs of this
mercy ; and, if it is agreeable to the letter
of the word, pray that it may be engraved
en your hcart, by the power of the Spirit.
‘The revelation of Christ, by which a
carnal professor becomes a hol) and happy
possessor of the luith, is a supernatural,
spiritual, experimental, manifestation of
the Spirit, pawer, and /ove, 2ud sometimes -
of the person of God manifest in the flesh,
whercby he is £nown and enjoyed in a man-
ner altogethcr new @ as new, as the know-
ledge a2 man who never tasted any thing
but bread and water, would have of houe <y
and wine, supposey being dissatisfied with

Reader, can a sane man, so far funey himself Zapty
when he isnot ! And is it christizns only, who use
energetic words without imgoret ! ‘I'he truth i is, they
use words with the most s:udious selrefion, ard vet
find the fittest style inadeguate to the full evpression
of their consciousness.
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the best descriptions of those rich produc-
tions of nature, he actually tasted them for
himself. :
'This manifestation is, sooner or later, in
a higher or lower degree, vouchsafed to
every sincere seeker, through the medium
of one or more of the spiritual senses open-
ed m his soul, in a gradual or instantaneous
manner, as it pleases God. No sooner is
the ves/ of unbelief which covers the -heart
rent, through the agency of the Spirit, and
the efforts of the soul sfruggling into a
living belief of the word : no sooner, I say,
is the door of faith opened, than Christ,
who stood at the door and knocked, comes
in, and discovers himself full of grace and
truth. Then the tabernacle of God is with
man. His kingdom comes with power.
Righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost spread through the new born soul;
eternal life begins ; heaven is opened os
earth ; the conscious heir of glory crie
Abba, Father; and from blessed experience
can witness, that he is come to * mount
Sion, and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable
company of angels ; to the general assem-
blv and church of the first born, which ar¢
written in heaven, and to God the judge of
all, and to the spirits of just men made per-
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fect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new
covenant, and to .the blood of sprinkling,
which speaketh better things than the blood
of Abel.” |

- If this manifestation is duly improved,
the effects of it are admirable. The believ-
er’s heart, now set at liberty from the guilt
and dominion of sin, and drawn by the love
of Jesus, pants after great conformity to
his ‘hoiy will, and mounts up to him in
prayer and praise. His life is a course of
cheérful evangelical obedience, and his
most common actions become good works,
done to the glory of God.*¥ 1f he walks

* The Sceptic may, if he chooses to make the ex-
periment, become himself a convert to this truth.
Let him but impose upon himsclf the task of “prayer
and praise,” (which 21l mankind acknowledge Jue
from the creature to the creator) and he will soon
discover, he must have new dispesitions to be even
able to endure the painful toil though it be but a duty
of a single week.  Such an experiment might con-
vince the unwilling devotee, that even, heaven itsclf,
where prayer and praise is the perpetual bieiness of
spirits, would be a miscry too intolerable to be
bornc! But sinners hope to be ““ chunged” in Heav-
en! Alas! they must be changed kere, or never be
with God. Who does not sec their certain, though
indirect, confession of the necessity of a change of
heart 2 Sinncrs, your pleasure or pain, in prayer and
priiseyis the test by which wor may know whether
you are depraved and unfitted for death and judge-
ment, or not.
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up to his privileges, outward objects entan-
gle him no more. Having found the great
1 A M, the eternal substance, he iooks upcn
2ll created things as shadows. Maa, the
most excellent of all, appears to him aito-
gether lighter than vamity. Yea, doubt lcss,
he couats all things but loss for the excel-
tency of the knowleuge of Christ Jesus his
Lord ; _esteeming them but dung, that he
may win Christ, and, to the last, be found
in him, not having his own righteousness,
but that which is through the faith of
Cnrist: that, bv new discoveries of him-
seif, e may know him and the power of
ais resurrection every cay more clearly.
Iu the mean time, he casts his sins and
miseries upon Jesus, and Jesus bestows his
rigittcousncss and happiness upon him. He
uts on Christ, and becomes the partaker of
the divine nature. Thus, they are matu-
ally interested in each oiner; and to use

Tt may not be amiss here, to say further, that if
the sinner would make the eape riment of sincere
pravers <o his creator, for his enhightening wisdom
to D¢ besiowed nwnon him, in the discernment of lis
will, and grantiayg ne is but willing to follow that
will, f revealed, such a one shadl suorely feel in ham-
sc)f new emotions to which he was all his life: befure a
stranyer. Smner make the (\pcnmmt unie.gnedly,
and “‘ o shall (surely) know of the ductrine,whether
si. be of God or of man.”
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§t. Paul’s endearing expressions, they are
espoused and married. Joined by the
double band of redeeming love and saving
faith, they are one spirit, as Adam and
Eve, by matrimony were one flesh. * This
is'a great mystery,” says the Apostle, but,
thanks be to God, it is made manifest to
his saints.” %

1. If you ask, Sir, how can these thmgs

be?. Hescribe to me the particular manner
of these manifestations. ‘I reply in our
ford’s words to Nicodemus, “ Art thou a
master i Israel,” nay more, a Christian,
*and know=st not these things?” Verily, I
say unto you, though we cannot fix the ex
act mode,and preczse mannet of the breath—
ing of the- Spmt yet we speak what we dé
kngw, and testify what we have -seen, but
vou receive not our witness, Marvel not,
however, if we find it impossible to tekl you
all the particulars of a divine manifestation.
You yourself, though you feel the wind, see
its amazing effects, and hear the sound of
it, cannot tell whence it cometh, and whi-
ther it goeth : much less could you describe
it to the satisfaction of one, who never
heard or felt it. himself, Many earthhy
thmgs cannot be concelved by earthly mch»

* Eph. v. 39.
'
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he blind, for example, can never conccive

thc diffierence of colours ; what wonder then
if natural men do not understand us, when
we tell them ot heavenly things ?

~ Nevertheless, 1 would in general observe,
that the manner, m which the manifesta-
tion of the Son of God is vouchsafed, is
not the same in a// persons, nor i the same
person at all times. The wind blotveth
where_ 1t listeth, much more he spirit of the
Living God., His thoughtsir: not as:our
thoughts: he dispenseth kish! essings, not as
we expoct them, but as it pleases ham. Most
Lummonh however, the sinner, dnven out
oi all his rcfuge of lics, feels an aching void
aa his soul.  Unable to satzsfy himself any
donger, with the husks of empty vasity, drv
smorality, and speculative christianity ; and
,lneu with the best Jarm of godliness which
is pot attended with the power of 1t he s
brought to a spirituil famine, and hungers
after houvenly food. Convinced of unbelicd,
he feels the want of the faith of God’s ope-
ration.. He sces, that ncthing short,-of an
1minediate display of the Lord’s arm can
bring his soul into the kingdom of God, and
fill it with _righteousness, peace and joy 1n
the Holy Ghost,  Sometimes, cncoumgt‘d
by lively hopes, he struggles into liborty of
b .1, nd prays with groaninys, which can-
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pot be uttered : at other times, almost simk-
ing under a burdenr of guilty fear, or stu-
nid unbelicf, he is viokntly tempted to-
throw away his kope,and go back to Egvpt ;
but an invisible hand supports him, and,
far from vielding to the base suggestions, he
resumes courage, and determines to follow
on to know the Lord, or to dic secking
faim. Thus he continues wanderng up and
down in a spiritial wiiderness, until the
Lord gives him the rest of raith, the sub-
stance of things hoped for, the cvidence of
things not seen. '

This evidence comes various Wways.
Sometimes the spiritual eije is first opencd,
and chiefly, though not only, wrought upon.
Then the believer, in a divine, transform-
ing light, discovers God in the mun Christ,
perceives unspeakable glories in his despis-
ed person, and admires infinite wisdom,
power, justice and mercy in the blood of the
cross. He reads the scriptures with new
eves. The mysterious book is unsealed, and
every where testifies of him whom his soul
loves. e views experimentally, as well as
doctrinally the suitableness of the Redeem-
er’s offices, the firmness of his promisces, the
sufficiency of his righteousness, the preci-
ousncss of his atonement, and the complete-
vess of his saivation. He sces, and feels his
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mterest in all. 'Thus he beholds, beheves,
wonders, and adores.. - Sight being the no-
blest sense, this sort of manifestation is ge-
nerally the brightest. ' .
Perhaps his spirtual ear is first opened,
and that voice, which raises, the dead, “ Go

in peace, thy sins are forgiven thee,” passes

with power through his waiting soul. He
knows, by the gracious effect, it is the voice
of him, who said once, ¢ Let there be light,
and there was light.” He is sensible of a
new creation, and can say, by the testimony
of God’s Spirit, bearing witness with his
spirity—This is my beloved’s voice; he is
mine, and I am his. I have redemption,
through his blood, even the forgiveness of
my sins: and having much forgiven, he
loves much, and obeys in proportion.
Frequently also Christ nianifests himsclf,
first and chiefly to the spiritual feeling. He
takes the-burden of guilt, dejection, and sin,
from ‘the heavy-laden soul; and, in the
room of it, imparts a strong sense of liber-
ty, peace, love, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
'The ransomed sinner, enabled to overcome
racking doubts or dull insensibility, believes
now with the heart unto righteousness, ant
makes confession with the mouth unto sal-
vatict.. Surely, says he, In the Lord, I
have rigliteousness ' and strength. This is

1
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the finger of God. This day is salvation
come to my soul. None but Jesus can do
this for me. ‘The Lord he is God; he is
my Lord and my God. This manifestation
is generally the lowest, as being made to a
lower sense ; therefore great care ought to
be taken, not to confound it with the
drawings of the father, on which it borders.
Some babes in Christ, who, like young
Samuel, have not yet their scnses properly
exercised to know the things frecly given to
them of God, are often made uneasy on
this very account. Nor can they be fully
satisfied, until they find the effects of this.
manifestation are lasting, or they obtain
clearer ones by means of the nobler senses,
the sight or hearing of the heart.

II1. Though I contend only for those dis-
coveries of Christ, which are made by the
uternal senses, because such only are pro-
mised to all ; yet 1 cannot witheut contra-
dicting scripture, deny, that the external
senses have been wrought upon in some
manifestations. When Abraham saw his
Saviour’s day, he was, it seems, allowed to
wash his feet with water,* as afterwards
the penitcnt harlot did with her tears. And-
Saul, in his way to Damascus, saw Jesus’s
glory, and heard his vdice Lioih externally

* Gen. xviii. 3.

K2
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and. internally, for they, *that journeyed
with him, saw the light, and heard a voice,”
though they could not distinguish the words
which were spoken. -

Sometimes also manifestations, -thou
merely internal, have appeared external to
those, who were favoured with them.
When the Lord called Samuel, in Shileh,
the pious youth supposed the call was out-
ward, and ran to El, saying, Thou calledst
me: but it seems the voice had struck &is
sptritual ear only, otherwise the high priest,
who was within hearing, would have heard
it, as well as the young prophet. And
though Stephen stedfastly looked up to
heaven, as if he really saw Christ there with
his bodily eyes, it is plain he discovered
him only with those of his faith, for tife
roof of the house where the court was held,
bounded his outward sight ; and had Christ
appeared in the room, so as to be visible to
common eyes, the council of the Jews
would have scen him, as well as the pious
prisoner at the bar.

Hence we learp—1st, That the knowl-
edge of spiritual things received by spiritual
sense, is as clear as the knowledge of natu-
ral things, obtained by bodily sense. 2dly,
'That it is sometimes possible to be doubt-
ful, whether the outward eye or ear is not
concerned in particular revelations ; since
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this was not only the case of Samuel, but of
St. Paul himself, who could not tell whether
the unspeakable words, he heard in paradise,
struck his bodily ears, or only those of his
soul.¥* 3dly, That no stress is to be laid
wpon the external circumstances, which
have sometimes accompanied the revelation
of Christ. If aged Simeon had been as
blind as old ¥saac, and as much disabled
from taking the child Jesus m his arms as
the paralytic, the internal revelation he had
of Christ could have made him say-with
the same assurance, now let thy servamt
depart in peace, for my eyes have seen
thy salvation. 1f the Apostle had not been
struck to the ground, and his eyss dazzled
vy eutward light, his conversion would not
have been less real, provided he had been
mwardly humbled and enlightened. And,
if Thomas, waving the carnal demonstra-
tion he insisted upon, had experienced only
in his inner man, that Christ is the resuor-
rection and the hfe, he could have confessed
him, with as great a consciousness he wasnot
mistaken, as when he cried out, My Lord,
and my God ! 1 am, Sir, Yours, &c.

* Let the reader, gee a strong parallel case in the
remarkable conversion of Col. Gardncr. [wide his life. ]

Every man who disbelieves the power of God to
“ change” the heart, should read that book. He be-
Oxme emphatically @ “renewed” man !
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Why the Lord manifests himself to the children of
men.

WHY the Lord manifests himself to
the children of men is an important ques-
tion, which I now come to consider. It is
not, we meay zasily think, for the gratifica-
tion of their curiosity, buc for parposes
worthy of his wisdom : and what these are,
we shall soon learn, if we reduce divine
manifestations to thres general classes, ex-
traordinary, ordinary, and mixed ones ;
~and then consider the design and use of
each, as it may be collected from scripture.

L. To hegin with manifestations of the
Extraordinary kind : they are such as are
cither merely external or vouchsafed to a
few only on particular occasions, and are by
no means essential to salvation.

1. Some of these are calculated to rouse
the thoughtless into consideration. Of this
kind was the manifestation some were
favoured with, a little before our Lord’s
passion. ¢ As he prayed, there came 2
-oice from heaven, saving, I have glorified
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my name, and will glonify it again. 'Fhe
people, that stood b\ and heard it, said, it
thundered ;” they looked upon the extraor-

call as something commor. and
matural. ¢ Others said, An angel spake to
him. But Jesus said, tbxs voice c.ane not
because of me, but for your sakes,”

2. Others are intended as a last warning
to notorious simners.  Of this mature was
the terrifying sight Nebuchadaezzar had,
in his second dream of “a Watcher and
Holy One coming down from heavcn. and
crying aloud, cut down the tree.’ "And
that of the mystenous hand, which wrote
Belshazzar’s doom on the wall while he
profaned the sacred vessels in his night
revels.

3. Some are designed for the protecticn
of God’s people, and the. destruction or
humiliation of their proud enemies. = As
when the ¢ Lord Jooked to the Egyptians,
through the pillar of fire, and troubled their
host:” When * he cast down great stones
from heaven” upon the armies of the five
kings, who fought cuainst Israel : Or when
he mamfested his presence in Nebuchad-
nezzar’s furnace, te quench the violence of
the flame, preserve the three confessors,
and convince the raging tyrant, that God’s
ldngdom ruleth over all.
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4. The design of others is to enccurage
the children of God in dangerous cnter-
prises, or direct them in important steps.
Of this kind was that to Joshua, before he
began the conquest of Canaan ; and that 10
St. Paul, when the Lord stood by him in
the prison, and informed him he must bear
witness to him also at Rome.

5. Some are calcilated to appomt some
persons to uncommon services and trials,
or to the prophetic and ministerial offices.
As that in which Noah was commissioned
to build the ark, Abraham to offer up Isaac,
Moses to deliver Israel, Nathan to reprove
David, Balaam to bless Isracl, and Jere-
miah to preach to the Jews.

6. Others again are designed to answer |
providential ends for the deliverance of the
people of God, as thosc of Gideon; or
spiritual ends of reproof, instruction, and
consolation to the church throughout all
ages, as most of the revelations vouchsafed
to the prophets, and to St. John.

I1. The manifestations essential either
to the conversion of sinners, or edification
of saints, and which the word of God, and
the expericnces of christians show to be
common to all believers, in all ages of the
church, are of the Ordinary kind, and their
use or desxgn S,

1. To make the word spirit and life,
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“ quick and powerful, sharper than any
two-cdged sword, piercing even to the di-
viding asunder soul and spirit,” that the
gospel mav not come to simers ¢ m word
ouly, but also in power, and m the Hely
(ihost, and in much assurance.”

‘1o ease an anguished conscience, and
nupart the peace of God to a troubled
mind : as in the case of broken-hearted
David, mourning cht,kmh, weeping Po-
tm, and Paul agonizing in praver.

"o reveul Christ to us, and m us, so
as tu make us savingly believe, and know,
in whom we have believed, dCt‘ording 10
tire experiences ot Peter, Lvdia, Cornelius,
w‘d every living member ot Christ,

Yo open a blessed Intercourse, and
k(.‘L‘p up @ dclightful commuuion with
Chirist; us appears {from the experiences o
belicvers tustrated in the Canticles,

5. T'o siience the remains of sclf-righte-
ousness. and deepen the humiiiation of our
souls 3 as in the case of Job. l'o make u-
grow 1 grace, and m the knowledge ~f our
ford desus Cluist. o bruice saton under
oui fret, yea, to bruise the serpent’s. head
In our hearts, and scal the exceeding great
and precious promises given to us, that we
might be partakers of the divine nature,
and continue immoveable, always abound-
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ing m the work of: faith, the patience &
hupc, and the labour of love. In a word,
to “-strenghep us with might, by (rods ‘
Spirit fn' the inner man, that Christ
dwell miour hearts by faith, and we may
be filled with all the falness of God.”

6. To prepare us for great trials, support
ws under them, and comfort us after them.
"This was our Lord’s experience before his
t- 'nptatvon, after he had uvercome the temp-
ter, and- whea he was in the height of his
agonv. 'This was also the case of David,
St. Paul, and of all the apostles, when they
had been scourged for the name of Jesus;
and it is still the casc of all true and decp
mourners in Sion.

* 7. And lastly, to make us depart n peace,
as $imeon ; or die n pertect love with our
encmies, and the full triumph of faith, as
St. Stephen. All who hive and die in the
Lord partake, more or less, of these ordi-
nary displays of hig powerful presence, and
1 desire vou, 8ir, to remember, that it is
chleﬂx, if not onlv, in support of these im-
portaat manifestations I take up the. pen..

IIL. The third class of manifestations is
that of Mixed Ones; so called, because they
are partly extraordinary and partlv ordina-
ry. Some are ordinary in their design, and
extradrdinary -in their circumstances. ' O
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this sort was the manifestation to the apos-
tles, Acts iv. 31. The design of it was
mercly commen, 1. e. to comfort them un-
dcr contempt, and encourage them to do
good uad suffir evil; but the shaking -the
place whre they were assemoled was an
uncominoa circumsiance. 'F'he same thing
may be said of the descent of the Hoiv
Ghost un thz 120 who were assembled
in the upper rcom on the day of Pentecost,
and some time after upon Comnclius and
his soldiers. “That they should be baptized
with the ifolv Ghost and spiritual fire was
no: extraordinar:, since it is the common
bl=ssing, which can alone make a man a
Christian, or coafirm him in the faith : but
that the sound of a rushing wind should be
hcard, and tumiaous appearances seen rest-
ing upon them, and that they should have
been enabled to speak ihe wonderful works
of God in other tunizues, were uncommon
circumstaaces attending their spiritual bap-
tism.

Some manifestations are mixed, both as
to their design and circumstances. That
the iniquity of Isaiah should be put awayv,
and St. PPaul converted, were not uncom-
mon things ; thev are thc common effects
of ordinarv manuvc:tations: But that the
nrophet shouid Le commissioned to preach

L
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‘to the Jews, and the apostle to open the.
eyes of the Gentiles were extraordinary
circumstances, as also, a flying cherub ap-
pearing to the one, and a hight brighter
than the sun, blinding the other.

For want of distinguishing properly be-.
tween what is ordinarv and extraordinary
in mixed manifcstations, persons who are-
not. possessed of a clear head, or what is
warse, of an horest heart, conclude, that
nane hut enthusiasts spezk now of divine
manifestations. If thev bear it affirmed,
they must be converted as well as $t. Paui,
they pertly ask, Whether they are Jews,
and: whether they must be struck to the
earth by a voice from heaven: They wi/-
fully. forget, that our Lord spake to his
Rearers as sinful men, and not as bigoted
Jews, when hie said, * Except ve be con-
verted, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of
heaven.”” ‘Fhey cobstinately refuse to see,
that the circumstances of the apostie’s fall- §
ing to the ground, &c. were nat essential to.
his conversion, and had no other use,
than.to make his call more remarkable for
the conversian of the Jews, and comfort
of the Christians. When the sume prejudi-
ced persons are told, that they must be
born of the Spirit, and receive the Holy
(host, as well as Cornelius and his ser-
vants, overlooking the ordinury baptism of
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the Spirit, they pitch upon the extraordina-
Yy circumstance of the gift of toagues, im-
parted for a season, to remove the prejudi-
-ces of the Jews, and to draw the attention
of the Gentiles; aad think, with a sneer,
ard a charge of enthusiasm, to overturn the
aposiolic saying, ¢1i any man hath not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” Be ot
deceived, Siry by these persons. Acknow-
Jedge that, so sure as you want tlie regene-
rating knowledge of Christ, you want the
vhanifestation ot his Spirit, without which
%e can never-be known savingly. To re-
wm,

‘Though I contend only for the ordmary
manifestations of Christ, I am far from
supposing, that all extraordinary or mixed
manifestations have cvased. Such a con-
cession would favour too much of the spirit
of infidelitu, which prevatls in the church.
They are more frequent than many ima-
sme. Lo instance in one particular how far
4 am from acquiescing with that mfidel
spirit, I am so attached to that old book
‘the Bible, as to say of many, who pass for
ministers of Christ, Woe to the foolish pro-
phets, that follow their own spirit and have
scen nothing: that sav, The 1,ord says, and
the Lord hath not sent them. T think the
dusire of being stiled Reverend, or Right
Reverend, and the prospect of aliving or a
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mitre, are very improper motives for as.
suming the sacred character. And I am
such an enthusiast as to belicve our church
in the right, for requiring that a// her mini-
sters should not caly be called, but even
aovED by the Holy Ghost to take the ofhce
of Ambassador for Christ upon themselves. ¥
IV. Having mentioned the design ard use
of ordinary manifestations, it may not be
improper, to touch upon the abuse of them.
Their genuine tendency is to humble to the
dust. The language of those, who are fa-
voured with them, is,—~Will God indeed
dwell on the earth! Lord what is man, that
thou art mindful of him, and the son of

* Ordination.*

* The ¢ ovdmatlon requires that the candidafe
should have been ““moved” by the Holy Ghost : vet
such is sometimes the spiritual ; ignorance of some,
that they have regarded that meving as either a dead
letter, or at most an unimportant metapker. All such
are doubtless ¢ bhind leaders, of the blind.””  Mary
it is fearcd have gone into orders thus unqualified
and of course as ignorant of the nrew birth as was
Nicodemus.  But thank Cod, some of them have liv-
cd to have that *“change” puss upon themselves,and
to bear their testimenr 10 their former “unrenewed”
state. This wus the case with the celebrated Wes-
ley, with his fiicnd Dr. Coke, with Creighton, with
humslum, wiih Wulker, with Roce, with Cowper,

the brother of the poct ¢ and even the poct himself,
owed his lengs disconsolate spirit to the want of thas

chunge of hear
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fman, that thou visitest him ! Now, that I
see thee, I abhor mysclf. 1 am not worthy
of the least of thy mercies. I am dust and
ashes.—But as there is nothing, which the
ficart of man cannot be fempied to-corrupt
and pervert, so as soon as the power attend-
g the manifestation is a httle abated, Sa--
tan begins to shoot his fiery darts of spirit-
ual pride, You are a peculiar favourite of
heaven, whispers that old serpent, few are
50 highly blessed.* All your enemies are

* 1t is obvious from what is here said, that there

18 also a dunger through spiritual pride, of men
fancvmg themselves moved by the Holy Ghost, to
teach others when they are most moved by self ¢on-
ceit. Thisis a “ temptation :” for satan can truns-
form himselt into an angel of light. But this error,
does no more invalidate real inspiration, than base
coin corrupts the purity of the genuine. Such
preachers, however who like Ahimaaz, run without
their errand, are soon apt to faint and to perceive
their barrcnness and retire. But the really moved
say ‘““woe is me, if I preach not the gospel” in
season and out of season.” Such * contirue” and
“ give themsdves wholly to reading, exhortation,
and doctrine.”

St. Paul has summed up the requisities of a
precacher in his advice to Timothy. Such an one
must “ desire” the office as “ not greedy of ﬁlthy
lucre,” but, because ¢ he desireth a good work” or
wishes above all things, to sec the work of the Lord
abound and prosper. “He must therefore be ¢ vigilang”
in all his ‘“ good work;” and lustly *he must be apt
10 teach.” " If he has not this aptness i\ teaching

L2
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scattered; you need not be so watchful in
praver, and so strict in self-denial ; vou shall
never fall. If the believer is not upon his
xuard, and repels not these fery darts with
Fis smcld as fast as the enemy throws them,
he is soon wounded, and pride kindles a-
gain upon him.

St. Paul himself was in danger from this

quarter. “ There was given him a thorn

the flesh, 2 messenger of Satan to buffet him,

lest he should be exalted above measure, |

through the abundance of the revelations.”

Aaron and Miriam, fell into this snare, when |

thev spake against Moses, saving, * Hath |
the Lord indced spoken only by Moses?

either by natural, ncqmred or inspired abilities, he
cannot be dirinely “moved” to the office: For “no
man gocth at his own charge.”

For want ofduly considering what an aptness to teach
does imply, there are probably also many humble and

od souls, who mistake their moving, becuuse they
frel the “desire” to preachh Christ in an ardent de-
gree, and yet have not the aptnesz which is equul’y
required.  Such do not sufficiently consider, that
the “desire” to win souls to Christ is not special or
peculiar to them, but is an emotion common to every
regencrate soul, and is most cspecially felt in those
who are most recently and most pozverfully, brought
into the hight of the Gospel.

For further notice of the office, and eall to the

:HISU\ ser: Fletcher's m.;stuly “ P'ortrait of 8%

bul.”

|
|
|
i
|
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Hath not he spoken by us also?” David
likewise acknowledges s error i this
respect: “ In my prosperity, I said, X shall
never be moved, thou, Lord, of thy good-
ness hast made my hili so strong;” but my.
heart was lifted up, and my confidence part-
ly carnal, therefore, * thou didst turn thy
face from me, and E was troubled.” The
way to avoid the danger 1s to foresee it ; to
look much to the lowly Jesus, and upon the
first approach of a temptation to pride, to
give, with double diligence, ail the glory
to him that graciously besiowed ::*!, and to
take, with double care, all the shz .e of our
sins to ourselves. St. Paul’sdirection in this
case is exccilent: ¢ Because of unbelief
some were broken off; and thou standest by
faith. Be not hjgh minded, but fear.”
Another genuine effect of divine manifes-
tations is an increase of confidence in the
Lord, and of activity in his service, What
holv boldness fiilled the souls of those wor-
thies, who, through faith, wrcught righte-
ousness, and turned to flight the armies of
the alicns ? How did the love of Christ con-
strain the disciples to speak and act for
God after the dav of Pentecost ? Nothing
could exceed their fortitude and diligence.
Nevertheless, if the temptation to pride is
yielded to, the Comforter is grieved, and
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carnal security, indolence of spirit, and ia-
dulgence of the flesh, insensibly prevail
The deluded professor, though shorn of his
strength, like Sampson, fancies himself the
same. Soul, says he, thou hast goods laid
up for many years, even for ever; though
the Lord manifests himself to thee no more,
be neither uncasy nor afraid; he changes
not. Sometimes the delusion grows to that
height, that the farther he goes from the
kmgdom of God the stronger he imagines
his faith. He even speaks contemptuously
of that kingdom. MHe calls righteousness,
peace and jov in the Holy Ghost, a frame, a
sensible fecling, a low dxspensauon, bey ond
which he has happily got. He thanks God
he can now rest upon the bare word, with-
out an application of it to his heart ; that is
to say, he can be fully satisfied with the
letter without the Spirit, he can feed upon
the cmpty husks of notions, and opinions,
as if they were power and life.

The end of this dreadful mistake is gen-
erallv a relapse into gross sin; witness the
falls of David and Solomon ; or what is not

much better, a settling in a form, without
the power of godliness, as the Laodiceans
of old, and too many now, who have a

name to live and are dead. 'The only way
to avdid this precipice, is to follow the light
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of the first manifestation, and look daily for
new visits from Chnst, tiil he makes his
abode with us, and we walk in the light, as
he is in the light. A manifestation of the
Spirit lest year will no more support a soul
this year, than air breathed yesterday will
nourish the flame of life to day. ‘The sun
which warmed us last week, must shine a-
gain this week. Oid hght is dead light.
A notion of old warmth is a very cold no-
tion. We must have iresh food daily, and
though we need not a new Christ, we-need,
perpetually; new displays of his eternal love
and power. T'he Lord taught us this im-
portant lesson, by making the manna he
gave Isracl in the wilderness to disappear
cvery day, and causing that which was not
gathcred afresh to breed worms and stink.
Nevertheless, as the mysterious food kept
swect in the golden pot in the ark, so does
the heaveniy powcr in Christ, to whom eve-
ry true Israclite will come daily for new
supp.des of hidden manna ; for fresh mani-
festations of the Holy Spirit. Thousands by
not considering this, scek the living among
the dead, funcying that a living Saviour is
to be found in dead experiences, and that all
1s well though thev live after the flesh, and
arc perhaps, led captive by the devil at his
wiil. But when thicir souls awake out of this
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dangerous dream, they will be sensible of
thelr mistake, and fr:mLh acl.nowicdx;c,
« God is not the God of the dead, but of toe
living ;” and that, « if after thev have escap-
ed the pollutioas of the world, through the
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesa
Chnist, they are again entangled therem,
and overcome, the latter end is worse with
them than the beginning.”

Lcaving these lukewarm, formal, Laodi-
cean professors to the mercy of God, I sub-
scribe myself) Sir, Yours, kc.

cutPé@e

ILFTTER 1V.

Our Lord suits the manifestations of himself to the
‘various states of the church, and considers us as
rational creatures, in a state of probation.

SIR,

V. THAT come persons are blessed
with clearer, stronger, or carlicr manifesta-
tions than others, 18 undeniable ; and why
it is so, 1s onc of the mvsteries of God’s
ungdom, that shall not be explained until
the day of judgment. In the mean time,
the following reflections man possibly cast
some light on that durk subject, and help
15 to say, Rke doces ali things well
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1.. Our Lord suits the manifestations of
himself to the various states of the church.
Under the Mosaic dispensation, which con-
sisted.much . in externals, divice manifesta-~
tions had, generally, some external circum-
. stances : but the Chanstian church, being
formed upon a more spiritual plam, is fa-
voured with revelations of a more spiritaal
and internal nature.

2. The Lord‘considers us as rational
creatures, 1n a state of probation. Wcre he
to indulge us with powerful, ineessant,
overwhclming discoveries of himself, he
would rath-a violently force, than gently
lead as. to repentance and -obedicnce. Kve-
rv dav is nc t a day of Pentecost. Soon after
the Son ot God had seen the heavens open,
he was led inte the wilderness to be-tempted
of the dcvil: and so is his spouse after
him.#¥ S:. Paul, bv ohserving, that he was
not disobedient to the heavenly vision, and
that-he kept his body under, lest he should
become a - cast-way, intimates his bright
manifestation was not of such comtinuance
and force, Luc he might have disobeyed, as
Jonah did in a similar case. Some have, i
lict, resisted bright manifestativrs in their

* Hos.it 14
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day : witness Cain, Judas, Balaam, Saul,
Nebuchadnezzar, and the Israelites who
perished in the wilderness; and too many
backsliders are resisting them now. 8o
sure, then, as there is a time of tnal for
faith, hope, and patience, there is also an
abatement of the power, which attends di-
vine manifestations.

3. Our wise Redeemer proportions the
means to the end. If the effect of 2 mani-
festation of his love 1s to be exceedimg
thé manifestation must be exceeding bright.
Suppose the burden of guilt and harduocss,
temptation, and sorrow, und-r which one
groans is ten times greater than that, which
oppresses another, it is plain the manifesta-
tion, which is to remove the tenfold weight
is to be ten tunes stronger. “The same rule
holds also with regard to sufferings and Ia-
bours. The hotter the fight of afflictions
(GGod’s children are to go through, the stron-
ger and the brighter also is the celestial ar-
mour put upon them, at the revelation of
the Captain of their salvation. .

4. Neither can it be doubred, but that
our good God, in fxing the degvee of di-
vine maniestations, hatnn a peculiar respec:
to the state and capacitv of the souls to
whom he discovers hims«lf. The deeper
sinners mourn for him. the deener he makes
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them drink of the cup of salvation at his
appearing- Blessed ar: they that greatly
hurger and thirst after righteousness ; their
souls are thercby greatly enlarged to receive
the oil of gladness, and the wine of the
kingdom. Blessed are the poor in spint,
those, whose souls are empty as the vessels
of the desolate widow, in the days of El-
sha: whea the heavenly Prophet shall visit
them, the streams of his fulness shall cer-
tainly flow according to the degree of their
cmptiness.

5. A skilful physician prescribes weaker
or stronger medicines, according (> the
state of his patients. So docs the Physician
of souls; he weighs, if I may so speak,
every dram of the heaveniy power in the
stales of goodness and wisdom. He knows
what quantity of the heavenly cordial our
spirits can bear, and will not, without the
greatest care, put the strong wine of his
powerful love into a weak vessel.  He sees,
that as some persons can stand, for a time,
the sight of the meridian sun, when others
are hurt by the first appearance of a taper,
so some Cliristians can bcar the strong
beams of his gracious presence, while others
are almost overpowered by his fainter rays.

6. 1f some live and dic without any
manifestations of the Redgemer’s love and

N
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glory, the: reasons of it may possibly be
found in the abysses of his .justice and
goodness. They grieve and quench the
Spirit, that convinces the world of sin ;-and
it is very fit they should not have him as a
€Comforter, whom they obstinately reject as
a reprover. Add to this, that as our Lord -
foresees, that if such people were favoured
with tokens of his more distinguishing con-
descension, they would only abuse them, as
Cain and the Pharisees did, he puts them
not to the trial, nor suffers them to enhance
their guilt by trampling richer mercy and
love under foot : sc that this sceming seve-
rity 1s, in fact, real benignity. -
7. The Lord not only proportions the de-
gree of his powerful appearance to the
weakness of our souls, but also to that of
our bodies. ¥e knoweth whereof we are
tnade, and remembers that we are but flesh.
H the natural sun, that glorious emblem of
our Emmranuel, was to approach as ncar
our earth, and shine as bright as possible,
the msufferable blaze and heat would in-
stintly blind and consume us. By a parity
of reason, was our Lright Sun of righteous-
ness to manifest his unclouded glory, or to
appear withoit the tempering medium of
his taanhood, no flesh could support the
sight.  The brain, unable to bear the high
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overations of the soul, would turn; the
heart of the wicked, swelled with intolera-
ble pangs of fear, and that of the righteous,
dilated by overwhehmng‘ transports of joy,
would instantly burst. God therefore says,
“ No man can see my face,” without some
dimming veil, “ and live” Hence arose
likewise the grateful exclamations of Ma-
noah and others, when the Lord had mani-
fested himself to them concealed under hu-
man appearance, We have seen God, and
live! We have beheld him and are not con-
sumed !

8. This may, perhaps, help us to account
why the Lord still hides his face from some
of his sincere seekers. They sit begging by
the way side of his ordinances, and yet he
does not pass by, so as to restore to them
their spiritual sight, that they might know
him. In all probability he desxgns them
such a bright manifestation, as they are not
vet able to bear. When their hearts are
strengthened for the hcavenly vision, it
shall speak. Let them only wait for it.
Let patience have its perfect work, and faith
in the word. be tried to the uttermost; and
hc that cometh, will come and will not tar-

. Jle will brmg his reward with him, and
a moment of his presence will make them
abundant amcnds for thie waiting of an age.
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Were he to appear, before thev are prepar-
ed by the humiliaticn of repentance and the
patience of hope, they would be in the case
of those carnal Israelites, who, fw from be-
ing able to commune witn God, could not
so much as speak to Moses, when he came
down from the mount, without first oblig-
ing him to put a veil over his shining face.
Peter, James, and John were, 1t seems,
the foremost of the apostles in spiritual
strength and boldness; nevertheless, the
manifestation they had of Christ on the
mount almost overwhelmed them. Their
body sunk under the weight of his glory,
and when they came out of the! sleep or
trance, they could not recover themselves,
¢ they knew not what they said.” This had
been before the case of Daniel, and was |
once more that of 8t. John. 'l‘he comeli-
ness of the man greatly beloved was turned
to corruption; he retained no strength.
And the beloved Apostle, when he saw his
Saviour with some additional becams of
glory, fell at his feet as dead. St. Paul not
only lost his sight on such an occasion, but
was near losing his life, being unable to
take any refreshment for three days and
three nights. And it is also generally sup-
posed, that Moses actually died under the
overpowering display§ of the Redeemcr’s
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love.. Hence we learn, that God’s way and
tipme are best,and that we are to leave both
to his gracious wisdom ; using the means,
in ' which be has promised to manifest him-
self to those who diligently seek him.. ..

VI What thos¢ means are, is what }
come an the last place to consider. - 'The
agent or author of every divine manifesta-
tion is the eternal God, ope in three, and
three ia one. 'The Father reyeals the Son
freely, the Son freely discovers himgself,
and the Holy Ghost freely testifies of ham,
Nevertheless, the Scriptures, in general
attribute this wonder of grace to the bﬁcssed
Spirit. “ No mam can,” experimentally
say, * that Jesus is the Lord but by the
Holy Ghost.” It is his peculiar ofh¢e to
convince the world of righteousness, by
giving us to know savingly the Lord ouy
righteousness. * He shall glorify: wme,”
says Christ,  for he:shall take of mine,
and show it unto you.” And this he does,
without any merit of ours, in:.the meaps
which God hath appointed, and which he
enables us tp.yse aright. - :

These means are both outward and -
ward. The outward are what oyr chyrch
calls ¢ the means of grace;”’ partiewlarly
hearing or reading the werd, partaking of
the sacraments, and praving together with

M2
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one accerd for the manifestation of the
Spirit, as the primitive Chrishans did.*
"These means are to be used with the great-
est diligence, but not to be trusted to ; the
only proper object of our confidence is God,
who works all in all. It was not Moses’s
rod, which parted the red sta, but that Al-
mighty arm, whrch once divided the water
from the water ‘without a rod. Neverthe-
less,as Moses was not to throw his rod away,
under pretence of trusting in God alone,
neither was he to rely on the weak instru-
ment; as if the divine power resided in it.
Though the Lord in gencral works by
means, he ties himself to none, and some-
times works without anv. The same spi-
rit, which fell from Cornelius, while Peter
preached, fell upon Meter on the day of
Pentecost without any preaching. And the
same Lord, who opcned Lvdia’s heart by
the mimistry of St. Paul, opened the heart
of St. Paul by the sole exertion of his pow-
er. We hence learn, that as on the one
hand, we ought not with the profane and
enthusiasts to tempt the Lord, by neglect-
ing the use of any of the means he hath ap-
pointed ; so on the other hand, we must
beware of confining God to particular
means, times, and places, as the bigotted

* Acts 1. 1.
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and superstitioas do; remembering, that
when we are cut off from ail outward
means, it is our privilege to wait for the
immediate display of God’s arm, in thc use
of the inward means. - -~

Of these the first 1s a believing there will
be' a.performance of the Lord’s’ promise,
and that heis willing-and able to manifest
himself to us as #e does wot to the world:
this 1s the very root of prayer, férvency,
hope, andcxpectanom ‘Waithout the actings
of this preparatory faith, - the soul droops,
and becomes an easy prey to despondency,
vanity,-or sloth.. Where this talent is bu-
ned, the Liord seldom works. Believest
thou, that I am able to do this for thee ? is
generally the first question, that he puts to
the seeker’s heart. If it is answered in the
negative, he can do no great miracle, be-
cause of this unbelief. Nevertheless, it
must be acknowledged, that 8t. Paul was
blessed with the revelation of the Son of
God, without any previous desire or ex-
pectation of it. In him, and others was
this scripture fulfilled, “I was found of
them that sought me not, I was manifested
to them that asked not after me.”* But,

* In confirmation, let the reader read the wonder-
ful providential life of the Tate Rev. John Newten,
A more mtcres’mg life of the /=nd is not to be found
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the Lord will be enquired of by the honse
of Isracl to do this; and if he \:;su:sam'
with convlcnon, as he did St. Paul, 1t s
only to make them prar, as that apostle did,
until he manifests himself, by t.b.e -Holy
Ghost, in 2 wayv of consolation “and love:
The 2d inward means of thc manifesta-
tion of Christ is restgnation, as to the par-
ticular manner, time, and place of it
"Through patience, as well as faith and
prayer, we¢ inherit. this promised blessimng,
Same, according to therr carnal wisdom
and forward imagination, mark eut the way
in which salvatior is to come to their
hearts ; but the Lord, generally, disappoints
those unhumbled seekers, though, as in the
case of Gideon, he may gratfy ane in 2
thousand . for believers are ‘ not born of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God.” The Jews expected the
Messiah, and there they were right: but
thev expected him in their own @way, and
there they stumbled and fell. While they
looked for a mighty conqueror, anather
Alexander, to make them great, they over-
looked the lowly Prince of peace, who came

in any language. Its incidents are so various and
smkmg, as 10 be capable of pleasing thosc who most’
sove adventures apd. romances,—~Reader, do not faﬂ
w read it
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0 make them gosd ; and, at last, they cru-
cified him as a base impostor. T'his Jew-
i<h dxsposxt.on, 1s in a// by nature. Hence
Chnist is commonly rejettcd in the Spirit
by Christiars, as he was in the flesh by the
Jews. We would have him come to give
us an idle rest, but he appears to teach us
to deny ung@cdliness, and fight the good
fight of faith: this we do not like. Our
nature wants to step at once into a throne ;
but he offcrs first to nail us to the tree, and
to crucify our flesh with its affections and
lusts : and from this we shrink as from the
ve. We expect to be carried at once
to the top of mount Tabhor, to see unutter-
able glory ; but he leads to Gethsemane to
watch and pray, or to calvary to sufler and
die with him : here we recoil, and do not
chuse to know him. Our forward ; impatience
dictates, that he shail instantancously turn
our midnight into noonday ; but instead of
manifesting himself at once as the meridian
sun, ke will, perhaps, appear as the morn-
ing star, that our light may shine more and
more unto the perfect day. This defeats
our counsel, we despise the day of small
things, and do not think so low an appear-
ance worth our notice and thanks. It you,
Sir, ever seek the saving knowiedge of
'\ Jesus, never swop till vou can witness yeur
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sun goes down no more ; but, in the mean
time, never slight the least ray of heavenly
licht. The least may open into the broad
day of eternity. Cease from your own false
wisdom, and become as a littie child, or
yoa cannet enter the kingdom of heaven,
and see the king in his beauty.

"The 3d and last inward means, 1 would
recommend to mourners in Sion, 1s a ten-
der regard for the reproofs of the Spinit, a
constant attention to the drawings of the
Father, obedience to the calls they have to
secret prayer, and a fear of depending upon
their duties, and not solcly upon the faith-
fulness of Jesus. Whoever follows these
directions, according to the grace given
him, will of course cease from outward
evil, and do, as he can, the little good his
hand finds to do. 'This is a better way of
waiting for the revelation of Christ, than
to lie down 1n dejection and hopeless unbe-
Iief. All those, who sullenly bury theu
one talent, and wilfully retain the accursed
thing, complain in vain that their Lord
makes long tarrying. 'They obstinately
grieve his convincing Spirit, and then ab-
surdly clamour, because he does not reward
them for it, by the comforts of his heaven-
Iv presence. Let us not be so unreason-
able. Let us “ strive to enter in at the

- -
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strait gate,” remembering, that *“many
shall sezk to enter in, and shaii zot be able.”
Bat let us strive lawfully, not making our-
selves a nghteousness of our own secking,
knocking, and striving. The sun shines
not because we deserve it, by uadrawing
our curtains, but because i1t is its nature.
Jesus visits us, not because of any merit in
our pravers, &c.. but for his own sake, be-
cause his truth and compassion fail not.
Free grace opens the door of mercy, not
to works and merit, but to want and misery.
That you and 1 may knock and press in, .
with all needy, penitent, believing sinners,
is the carnest wish of a heart, which
prompts me to subscribe myself, Sir,
Yours, &c.

weglD ¢ @b

LETTER V.

Munifesiations recorded in the OId Testamenf.

SIR,

WHEN I told you, that, in all ages,
Jehovah Jesus mamfests himself in a pe-
culiar manner to his people, you exclaimed
agzinst the assertion as altogether new and
unscriptural. Tt lics upon me therefore to
prove, that antiquity and scripture are on

|
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my side. I shall then in this ietter appeal
to the manifestation recorded in the Old
I'estament. You cannot expect ali the re-
velations of anv child of God, much less
those of every one, to be mentioned In so
shori a history as that of the Bible. Never-
theless, enough is said cn the point to con-
vince us, that, in every age of the church,
God has favoured the sois of men with
peculiar displays of his presence.

Lt us go back as far as Adam himselr.
Did not the Lord familiarly converse with
him before the fall, both when he presented
him with a partner, ‘and when he brought
every beast of the ficld before him, to sec
what he would call them ? Did he not visit
him after the fall, to pronounce his sentence,
and to promise, that he would become the
wonian’s seed, and bruise the serpent’s
head? Was not this manifestation granted
to Abel, when the Lord had respect to Lis
sacrifice, the very cause of Cain’s envy,
wrath, and murder?! Did not Enoch’s walk-
ing with God imply a constant union and
communion with Kmmanuel? And how
could this union have taken place, if the
T.ord had not first revealed himself tc the
Patriarch? Must not two persons meet and
agree, before they can walk and converse
togetuier ?




SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATION. 143

Noah found grace in the eyes of the
Lord, and, in consequence of it, was made
acquainted with his righteous designs, and
received directions how to escape from a
perishing world. The history of Abraham
is full of accounts of such manifestacions. In
one of them, the Lord called him out of his
sins, and from his kindred to go both to the
beavenly and earthly Canaan. Inothers he
promised him Isaac and Isaac’s mysterious
seed. Several years after, for the trial of
his faith, he commanded him to sacrifice
that favourite son ; and when the trial wag
over, he testified his approbation of Abra-
ham’s conduct. He went farther. Read
Gen. ch. 18, and you will see, how the di-
vine Philanthrophy, or the love of God to-
wards man appeared, in condescending 1o
clothe himself, before hand, with the nature
he was to assume in the virgin’s womb, and
to converse in this undress with the father
of the faithful, as a prince with his favour-
ite, or a friend with his confident.

Sarah and Agar, Isaac and Rebekah, had
their divine manifestations; but those of
Jacob deserve our particular attention,
When he fled to Syria from the face of his
brother Esau, and lay desolate in a field,
having only a heap of stones for his pillaw,
the God of all consolation appeared te him ;

X
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**and behold the Lord stood above the myvs.
terious ladder, on which the angels of God
ascended, and descended, and said, 1 am the
lord—behold, I am with thee,and wiil kecp
thee 1n all places, whither thou gocst. And
Jacob called that place bethcl, the house of
God, and the gate of heaven;” as if he had
wanted to intimate, no one ever found the
gate of heaven, but by a manifestation of
Christ, who is alone the way to the Father,
and the door nto glory. When the same
patriarch returned to Canaan, and was left
-alone one night, there wrestled a man with
him till the breaking of the day. And wher
this extraordinary person said, * Let me go
for the day breaketh ; he replied, I wili not
let thee go, unless thou bless me ;”* and he
blesscd him there, acknowledging that he
had power with man and God, cven with
him, whnse name 1s Emmanuel, God with
us. “And Jacob called the name cf the
place Pericl (the face of God) for he saidl
have seen God face to face, and myv lifeis
preserved.” ‘The design of this manifesta-
tion was merely to strengthen his faith, and
we learn from it, that the children of faith-
fvt Abraham  wrestle in prayer with the
Giod-man, as Jacob did, tll they prevail,
anil are blessed as he was, ~
Moses was favoured with numberles:
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manifestations, sometimes as prime minis-

ter of the King of the Jews, and at other
times only as a common believer. ¢ The-e
appeared to him, in the wilderness of
mount Sinai, the angel ot the Lord in a
flame of fire in 2 bush; and when Moses
saw 1t, he drew near, and the voice of the
Lord came unto him saying, I am the God
of thy fathers,” &c.* Many partook of a
sight equally glorious: ¢ Moses, Aaron,
Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the cld-
ers of Israel went up and saw the God of
Isracl, and there was under his feet as 1t
were a paved work of sapphlre stone, andl
as it were of the body of heaven in his clear-
ness; and upon the nobles of the children
of Israel he laid not his hand ; also they
saw God, and did eat and drink.”’} ¢ Be-
hold,” said Moses upon this ocrasion, ¢ the
Lord our God hath showed us his glory,
and. we have heard his voice out of the
midst of the fire; and we have seen this dav,

that God doth talk with manand he liveth, ”i
All Israel shared sometimes in the glo-
rious manifestation. 'Theyv all drank of that
spiritual rock that followed them, says St.
Paul, ard that rock was Christ. - Theé cloud
of the Liord was upon the tabernacle by day,

*Acts vii. 50,  Ex. xxwv. 10, 11 i Deut v, 24
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says the Jewish historian, and firc was
upon it by night, in the sight of all the
house of Israel. ¢ It came to pass as Mo-
ses entcred into the tabernacle, the cloudy
pillar desceaded, and stood at the door of
the tabernacle, and the Lord talked with
Moses, and all the people saw the cloudy

illar, and rose up and worshipped every
man in the doar of his tent. And the Lord
spake to Moses face to face, as a maa
speaketh to his friend.”* 8o indulgent
was Emmanuel to him, that when he said,
‘“ I beseech thee show me thy glory, the
Lord answered, I will make all my good-
ness pass before thee; but thou camst
not see my face (without some veil) and
live. And (Oh astonishing condescension!)
the Lord descended in-the cloud, and stood
with him, and proclaimed the name of the
Lord.” Jehovah, Jesus passed before him,
and proclaimed Jehovah, Jehovah, i. e
revealed to him the ¥ther and the Holy
Ghost onz merciful God together with him-
self. And Moses made haste, boved his
head towards the earth and worshipped
These displays of divine goodness and glory
left a divine impressicn on the countenance
of the man of God § his face shone so tran-
scendently glotious, that the children of

* Ex. xs3i4h. 0.
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Israel weére afraid “to come nigh hifn ; ‘and
he ‘was obliged to puta véil 'upob lti‘ before
lie  could converse with them.

this appears verv extraordinary, the apos
fles inform us, that what happened to the
Apuntenance of Mbse§ ‘happeéns tb the souls
of all believers. "By faxth they ‘beltold- the
1o7d through the glass oF gospel proises,
and beholding him they are made partakers
of the divine naturé ;—tliey are chmigcd
mito the same unage from glory'to -glory.

- Joshua, Moses’s suctessor, was blessed
with many such marifestations, each” of
which conveyed to him new degrces ‘of
courage and wisdom. ' To instance in oné
only : ¢« When he was by Jericho, he lift
up hls eyes and looked, .md behold, there

od a man over against -him, with his
sword drawn ‘in his hand. And Joshua
went to him, and, said, Art thou for us, or
for our adversaries ? And he said, nay, but
as Captain of the Lord’s host am I come.
And Joshua (sensible it was Jehovah) fell
on his face to the earth, worshipp.d, and
said to him, What says my Lord to his
servant! And the Captain of the Lord’s
host said to Joshua, Loose thy shoe fiom
off thy foot, for the place whereon thou .
standest is holy ground ; and Joshua did

N‘)
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50.”% Every true discovery of Christ hath
a similar effect. It humbles the sinner, and
makes him worship in the dust. He sees
holiness to the Lord written upon every.

seurrounding object : he is loosed from earth
and earthly things, and the towering walls.
of sin fall before him, as those of Jericho,
soon after this mamfcstatlon, did before
Joshua.

When that chief was dead, the same
heavenly Person, called the angel of the
Lord, came from Gilgal to Buchim and
spake such words to all the children of
Israel, that the people were universally
melted ; they hft up their voice, wept, and
sacrificed.{ hothmg can 30 effe -
make sinners relent as a sight of him whom
they have pierced. When they have 1it,
whatever place they are in, becomes a Bo-

chim, a valley of tears and adoration.

Not long after the Lord manifested him-
self to Deborah, and by the wisdom and
tortitude communicated to her in that reve-
lation, she was enabled to judge Israel, and
lead dcspording Barak to certain victory
through nine hundred chariots of iron.
~ The condescension of our Emmanuel
dppears in a still more striking light, in dte

¢ Josh. v. 13. 9 Judg.ii 3




SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATION. 5!

manifestation, which he vouchsafed to
Gideon. This mysterious * 1 of the
Lord (again and again called Jehovah)
came and sat under an oak in Ophrah, ap-
peared to Gideon and said, The Lord is
with thee and thou shalt smite the Midian-
#es as onc man. And the Lord looked
upon him, (what a courage-inspiring leck
was this! as powerful no daubt, as that
which met cursmg Peter’s eye, and darted
repentanse to his heart !) and he said, Go
in this thy might; have not I sent thee?

And Guicon said, Alas! O Lord God, for
because I have seen the angel of the Lord
face to face. And the Lord said unto him,
Peace be unto thee, fear not, thou shalt not
die. Thuys strengthened and comforted,
he built an akar to Jehovah-Shalom, and
threw down the altar of Baal.* Hence we
learn, -that, when Jesus manifests himself
to a sinner, he fills him with a noble con-
tempt of Baal, an effectual resolution to
break down his altars, and a divine courage
to shake off the yoke of the spiritual Mi-
dianites. He imparts to him a comfortable
assurance, that the bitterness of death is
past, and that Jehovah Shalom, the God ot
peace, even Christ our peace, is with him ;

* Judg. vi 1\ Re.
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and . the sinner, constrained by. the Jove of
Christ, givés him his believing hu.rt, and
offers sachﬁces of thanksgiving on that best
of altaxs. ‘ii‘ere ~begins such a free intér-
course; between the Redeemer and the 7e.
deemedl; as 'we find began between the Loid
and G1deon, only of a far more spmtual
Some years after, the same Angel of Goa
2 to "Manoah’s wife and promised
her 4’son. Her husband prayed for thd
saine mamfe'stztmn God hearkened tohis
voice.” The Heavenly Personage manifest-
ed himself a second- time. Manogh asked
him his name, and the “ Angel said' to hiny
Why askest thou after my name, seeing it
1s a secret:” I am not yet called jesvs
Mainoah oﬂ'ercd a burnt-offering; the Angel
received it at his hands : and, while he as-
cended in the flame of the altar, Manoak
tell on his face to the ground, knew that
he was the Angel Jehovah, and said to b
wife, We shall surely die, because we hare
seen God. She comforted him under his
fears; and the birth of Sampson, instesd
of their death, was the consequence of this
twofold mamfestatlon
There ‘was a time when Samuel dxd not
vet know the Lord, neither was the word"
{ the Lord, that Word which was after-
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waids made flesh, \et revealed unto him.
‘The devoted youth worséu pped in the dark,
till “the Lord appeared a in Shnloh
came, stood, and Ic)mlled, Smk Samuel ;
for the Lord revealed himself to him there,
by the Word of the Lord.” From that
memorable time, “ the Lord was with him,
~ and did let none of his wards fall to the
ground.” 'The intercourse between God
and his prophet soom grew o so great a
degree, that the sacred historiap says, “the
Lord told him in his ear” what be wanted
him to be informed of. ¥

David had many manifestations of Christ,
and his oning love ; and, far from sup-
posing this blessing peculiar to himself as a
prophet, he declares that “for this every
one that is godly shall pray to God, when
he may be found.”{ He knew his Shep-
herd’s inward voice se well, that, ‘without
it, no outward message, though ever so
comfortable, could restore peace to his
troubled mind. When he had been con-

vinced of his crimes of adultery and mur-
der, by the close application. of Nathan’y
parable, the prophet assured him the Lord
had put away his sin, ke should not die.

This report would have contented many of

*19%m iii. 7. and ix. 15. 4 Ps. xyxili 6.
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our modern penitents ; but nothing short of
an immediate manifestation of the forgiving
God, could comfort the royal mourner.
« Wash thou me, says he, and I shallbe
clean.” Nathan’s words, though ever so
true, cannot do this ; speak thyself merciful
Lord, “make me hear joy and gladness,’
that the bones which thou hast broken may-
rejoice.”

Exceedingly remarkable was the revels-
tion his son Solomon was favoured with.
“In Gibecn, where he was gone to sacti-
fice, the Lord appeared unto him, in a
dream by night, and God said, Ask what
I shall give thee.” Conscious of his greatest
want, “ he asked an understanding heart.
The speech pleased the Lord, and God
said, Because thou hast asked this thing, I
have done according to thy word ; lo I
have given it thee; and that also which
thou hast not asked, both riches and ho-
nour.” Though this promise vwas made
him in a drcam, he knew by the changg,
which he found in iimself, when he awa
ked, and by the powerful evidence, which
accompanies divine mamfeetauons, that if
was a glorious‘reality. Fully persuaded of
it, he scrupled fot to offer peace-offerings,
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and make a feast to all his servants on the
occasion®. Nor was this the only time So-
lomon was thus favoured.  When he had
built the temple, and prayed for a blessing
upon it, *the Lord appeared to him a se-
cond time, as he had appeared to him in
G)bcon, and said, ¢ I have heard thy pray-
Cro 1’

Elijah is so famous for the power he had
to obtain divine manifestations by the pray-
er of faith, that St. James, who had seen
him on the mount with Christ and Moses,
proposes him to the church for a pattern of
successful wrestling with God.” And who
is the Lord God of Elijah, but the ‘God
that manifests himself to his worshippers,
in opposition to Baal and other false gods,
from whom neither visits nor answers can
be obtained ? the Lord answered him by
fire at the foot of Mount Carmel, and by
showers on the top ; and “when he lodg-
ed in Mount Horcb in a cave, behold, the
Word of the Lord (Jehov ah Jesus) came
to him and said, What doest thou here Eli-
jah?  Go forth stand upon the mount be-
fore the Lord. And behold, the Lord pas-
sed by ;” and in his still small voice com-
forted, supported, and directed him.i

"2 Kings it 7 Kingsix. % 1 1 Ripgs xix. ©
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Micaiah, another man of God, ¢ saw the
Lord sitting on his throue, and all the host
of heaven standing by him on his right hand
and on his lefs.”*  KElisha was not only
blessed with frequent manifestations of the
Lord and his power, but of his heavenly re-
tinue also. He saw in an hour of danger,
“ the mountain full of horses and chariots
of fire,” ready to protect him ; -and at his
request, the Liord condescended to open his
servant’s eygs, that' his drooping spirits
might revive at the sight.{

Cliphaz, one of Job’s friends, related to
him, that “in thoughts from visions of the
night, when deep sleep falleth on men, fear
and trembling came upon him. Then 2
spirit passed before his face ; it stood still,
but he could not discern, i. e. clearly dis-
tinguish the form thereof. An image was
before his face, and he heard a voice say-
ing, 8hall mortal man be more pure than
God?” Asfor Job, when he had long con-
tended with his friends, the Lord answer-
ed him out of the whirlwind, and, manifes-
ted himself in a manner, to which that good
man was bcfere a stranger. “1 have heard
of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now
mine eye szeth thee; wherefore, I abhor

* 1 Kings €xil. 10 t 2 Kings vi. {7
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myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”
Hence we learn, that nothing but a disco-
very of ‘the Lord can silence the vain rea-
sonings of self-righteous pleas and unbe-
lieving fears : this alone makes us to lie in
deep prostration at our Maker’s feet. =
St. John intorms us, that Isaiah -sgw
‘Christ’s glory, and spake of him, when he
described the glorious manifestation, in
‘which he received a new seal of pardonin
and sanctifying love. “I saw the Lord,
‘says he, sitting upon his throne, high and
lifted up; his train filled the temple. The
“Seraphims covering their faces with their
wings, cried one to another, Holy, Holy,
Holy is the Lord of Hosts. ‘Theén said I,
wo 18 me, for [ am undone, because I am
a man of unclean lips; and I dwell in the
‘midst of people of unclean lips; for mine
eves have scen the King, the Lord of
Hosts. Then flew one of the Seraphims,
and touching me with a live coal from off
the altar, he said, Thine iniquity is taken a-
way and thy sin purged.”* Many never wit-
ness the foregiveness of their sins, till they
see by faith the Lord of Hosts, and are
melted into repentance, and inflamed with
Jove at the glorious sight.  Isaiah not only

* s vio 1 &e.
D)
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beheld Christ’s glory, but was blessed with
the clearest views of his sufferings. He
saw him as ‘“a man of sorrows, and ac-
quainted with griefs;” and asked him,
¢ Why he was red in his apparel, and his
garments like h:m that treadeth the wine
vat ! These revelations were not only cal-
cutated for the good of the Church, but al-
so for the establishment of the prophet’s
faith.

I shall not mention those of Ezekiel;
they are so numerous, that a particular ac-
count of them would alone fill a letter. 1
refer you to the book itself. Jeremiah,
speaking of God’s people says, in express
terms, The Lord hath appeared of old
unto me saying, * Yea, I have loved thee
with an everlasting love ; therefore with
lcving kindness have I drawn thee.” Da-
niel enjoyed the same favour. ¢ He saw
the ancient of days, and one like the son of
man coming with the clouds of heaven.”
‘We may naturally suppose, that Daniel’s
three companions, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, were sensible of their heavenly
deliverer’s presence. They were more con-
cerned in the discovery than Nebuchadnez-
gar, who cried out, % Lo, I see four men
loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and
the form of the fourth is like the Son of

God.”
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It would be absurd to suppose, that the

lesser prophets, and other men of God, to
whom the word of the Lord came, had no
discovery of the Lord himself, the essen-
tial word. H some display of his presence
had ‘not attended their every revelation,
might they not have said, Thus says my
warm imagination—thus says my enthusi-
astic brain, as well as, Thus says the Lord ?

From the variety and authenticity of these
manifestations left upon sacred record, X
conclude, that the doctrine I maintain, far
from being new and unscriptural, is sup-
ported by the experiences of God’s children
for 3600 years, viz. from the creation of
the world il the clcse of the Old Testa-
ment.

With respect to what is extraordinary,
as to the design, and barely external, as to
the circumstances of some of these mani-
festations, I refer you to the distinctions 1
made on that subject in my second letter.
Should you object, that the contents of this
prove only, that God favoured the Patri-
archs and Jews with immediate revelations
of himself, because they had neither the
gospel nor the scriptures: T answer,

1. The gospel was preached to them, as
well as to us. The Patriarchs had tradition,
which answered the end of the scriptures,
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in thur dav. The Jews, in the time of the
Judgcs, had not only tradmo-a, but a consi-
derable part of the scriptures, even all the
writings of Moses. Under the kings, they
had the Psalims, Job, Ecclesiastes, the Pro-
verbs, and a thousand and five songs of So-
lomon, one of which only has been handed
down to our times. 'T'hey had also the
book of Nathan the prophet, the prophecy
of Ahgah the Shilonite, and the visions of
Iddo the seer, which are now lost. 'These
contained the substance of the Bible.

2. When the Lord answered Saul no
more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams,
the reason assigned for it by the Holy
Ghost is, not that the canou of scnptare
was filled, and there was no more occasion
for 1mmed1ate revelations ; but that the Lord
was departed from hlm, and was become
his enemy.

3. David, who had the honour of being
a sacred writer himsclf, after his relapse
into sin, could not be satisfied with the
Psalins lic had- penned down, but mourned,
praved, and watered his bed with his tears,
inconsolable till the Lord immediately re-
vealed his pardoning love, and said to his
soul, I am thy salvaiion.

4, Tf, because we have the letter of scr 1p
ture, we must be deprived of all immedi-
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ate manifestations of Christ and his Spirnit,
we are great losers by that blessed book,
and we might reasonably say—¢ Lord brmg
us back to the dispensation of Moses. Thy
Jewish servants could formerly converse
with thee face to face, but now we can know
nothing of thee, but by their writings. They
viewed thy glory in various wonderful ap-
pearances, but we are indulged only with
black lines telling us of thy glory. 'Fhey
had the bright Shekinah, and we have only
obscure descnpuons of it. They were bles-
sed with lively oracles, and we only with a
dead letter. 'Theark of thy covenant went
before them, and struck terror into all thcn'
adversaries ; but a book, of which our ene-
mies make daily sport, is the only revela-
tion of thy power among us. They made
their boast of Urim and Thummim, and
received particular,immediate answers from
between the Cherubim ; but we have only
general ones, by means of Hebrew and
Greek writings, which many do not under-
stand. They conversed fa*mharly with Mo-
ses, their mediator, with Aaron their high
priest, and Samuel their prophet ; these ho-
ly men gave them unerring directions in
doubtful cases ; but, alas ! the apostles and
inspired men are ail dead and thou Jesus,
our Mediator, Priest, and Prophet, canst
o2
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not be consulted to any purpose, for thod
manifestest thvself no more. As for thy
sacred book, thou knowest that scmetimes
the want of money to purchase it, the want
of learning to consult the original, the want
of wisdom to understand the translatlon,
the want of skill or sight to read it, prevent
our improving it to the best advantage, and
keep some from reaping any bencfit from
it at all. O Lord, if, because we have this
blessed picture of thee, we must have no
discovery of the glorious originzl, have
compassion on us, take back thy precious
book, and impart thy more precxous self to
us, as thou didst to thy ancient people.”
5. St. P'aul declares, “that though the Mo-
saic dispensation was glorious, that of Christ
exceeds it in glory. But if Christ revealed
himself immediately to the Jews, and to
Christians only mediately, by the letter of
a book, 1t 1s pl.un, the apostle was mista-
ken; for no one can deny, it is far more
glorlous to see the light of God’s counte-
nance and hear his voice, than merely to
read something about them in a book.

6. That particular manifestations of Christ,
far from ceasing with the Jewish, have in-
creased in brightness and spirituality under
theC hnstmn dispensation, I shall endeavour
to prove i my next. I am, Sir, &
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Manifestations of Christ, have increased in brightness
and spirituality under the Christian dispensation.

SIR, -

ACCORDING to my promise, I shall
now prove, that the New Testament a-
bounds, as well as the Old, with accounts of
particular revelations of the Son of God.

Before his birth, he manifested himself to
the blessed virgin, bv the overshadowing
power of the Holy Ghost. She rejoiced
i’ God her Saviour, and glorified more, in
having him revealed as éod in her soul,
than in finding him conceived as man in
her womb. Scon after Joseph, her hus-
band, was assured in a hcavenly dream,
that the cluld she bore was Emmanuel,
God with us. He revealed himself next to
Elizabeth. When she heard the salutation
of Mary, she was filled with the Holy Ghost,
and made sensible, that the virgin was the
mother of her Lord. So powertul was this
manifestation, that her unborn son was af-
fected by it—The babe leaped in her womb
for joy, and was filled with the Holy Ghost
even from his mother’s womb.
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So important i1s a particular knowledge
of Jesus, that an angel directed the shep-
herds, and a miraculous star the wise men,
to the place where Le was born : and there
the Holy Ghost so revealed him to their
liearts, that they hesitated not to worship
the seemingly despicable infant, as the ma-
jestic God, whom the heaven of heavens
cannot contain.

Simeon who waitcd for the consolation
of Israel, had it revealed to him by the
Holy Ghost, that he should not see death,
before he kad seen the Lord’s Christ. "The
promise was fulfilled ; and while his bodily
cves discovered nothing but a poor infant,
presented without pomp 1in the temple, his
spiritual eyces perceived him to be the light
of Israel, and the salvation of God. Nor
was this extraordinary favour granted only
to Simeon ; for it is written, all flesh shal
see the salvation cf GGod ; and St. Luke in-
forms us, that Anna partook of the sigh
with the old Israclite, gave thanks to her
new born Lord, and spake of him to
that waited for redemption n Jerusalem.

When he entcred upon his ministry, he
first manifested himself to his forerunner
“I knew him not” personally, said John;
“but he that sent me to baptize with water.
said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt




SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIOX. 65

the Spirit descending, and remainifig on
him, the same 1s he, who baptizes with the
Holy Ghost. And ¥ saw, and bear récord,
that this 1s thie Son of God, the Lamb, that
taketh away the sing of the world”" - -
- Jesus had manifested himself spiritually
to Nathaniel under the fig tree; and the
honest Israclite, being" reminded of that
divine favour, confessed the author of it:
Rabbi, said he, ‘thou art the Son of God,
thou art the King of ¥srael.. Our Lord
pleased with his ready conféssion, promised
that he should see greatér things, enjoy
brighter manifestations, than these; that
he should even’see heaven open, and the
angels of God ascending and descending
upon the Son of man. | o
'The bare outward sight of our Saviour’s
person and miracles rather confounded than
converted the beholders. What glorrous
beams of his Godhead pierced through the
veil of his mean appearances, when, with
supreme authority, he turned the buyers
and sellers out of the temple : When he en-
tered Jerusalem in triumph, and all the
city was moved, saving, Who is this? And
when he said to those who apprehended
him, I am HE, and they went backward,
and fell to the ground ! Nevertheless, we do
not find, that one person was blessed with
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the saving knowledge of him, on any of
these solemn occasions. 'The péople of Gal-
ilee sawr most of him, and get belteved least
in him. ¢ What wisdom is this, which is
aiven to this man, said they, that such migh-
ty works are wrought by his hands ? Is not
this the carpenter the son of Mary? and
they were offended at him.” Some went
even so far as to ascribg his miracles to a
diabelical power, aﬂirmmg that he cast out
devils by. B<laebuh the prince of the devils.
Hence it appears, that i he had not in some
degree, revealed himself to the Aearts of his
disciples, when he said to them, Follow me,
they would never have forsaken all imme-
diately and followed him. He manifested
forth his glory, says St.. John, aud his dis-
ciples believed on him ; and yet, when the
manifestation was chieflv external, how
weak was the effect it produced even upon
them? How was our Iiard after all, oblig-
ed to upbraid them with their unbchcf their
little fuith, and. on a particular occasion
with ‘their having no faith? If we know,
savingly, that Jesus 1s God with us, flesh
and blood, 1. ¢. mcre man with all his best
powers, hath not revealed this to us, but
our Father, who is in heaven. As nc man
know cth the Father save the Son and he to
whom the 8on wiil reveal him; so no map
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knoweth the Son but the Father, and hetc
whom the Spirit proceeding from the Fa-
ther does reveal him. For noman can sav-
ingly say, that Jesus is Jchovah, the Lord,
but by the Holy Ghost: and he, that hath
scen me, by this divine revelation, says Je-
sus, hath seen the Father also ; for I and
the Father are one. |
Had not our Lord revealed himself in a
ieculiar manner to sinners, no oné would
ave suspected him to be God manifest m
the flesh. 'Tiil he discovers himself, as he
does not unto the world, he hath no form
nor comeliness, says Isaiah, and when we
see him, there is no beauty in him, that we
should desire him; we hide as it were our
faces from him ; he is despised, and we
estcem him not. He was obliged to say to
the woman of Samaria, I that speak to
thee am he; and to say it with a power
that penetrated her heart, before she could
helieve with her heart unto righteousness.
'Then, indeed, divinely wrought upon, she
ran and invited her neighbours to draw liv-
ing water out of the well of salvation she
had so happily found. |
- Xf our Lord had not called Zaccheus n-
wardly as well as outwardly ; if he had not
made him come down from the pinnacle of
proud nature, as well as from the sycamore
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tree; if he had not honoured his Zeart with
his spiritual, as he did his Aouse with his
bodily presence ; the rich publican would ne-
ver have received him gladly, nor would
the Lord have said, This day is salvation
come to thy house, forasmuch as thou art
a son of faithful Abraham.

Salvation did not enter into the Aeart of
Simon, who admitted our Lord to his house
and table, as well as Zaccheus. The peni-
tent woman, who kissed his feet, and wash.
ed them with her tears, obtained the bless-
ing, which the self-righteous Pharisee de-
spised. It was to her contrite spirit, and not
to his callous heart, that the Lord revealed
himself, as the pardoning God. |

The blind man, restored to his bodily
sight, knew not his heavenly benefactor, till
a second and greater jniracle was wrought
upon the eyes of his blind understanding.
When Jesus found him, some time after he
was cured, he said to him, ¢ 1oest thou be-
lieve on the Son of God? He answered, |
Who is he Lord, that I might believe on
him 7 And Jesus, opening the eyes of his
mind, and manifcsting himself to him, as he
does nct unto the world, said, ¢ Thou hast
both seen him, and it is he that tulketh with
thee.” Then, and not till then, he could say
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from the heart, Lord, I believe, and he wor-
shipped him. :

Both the thieves, w ho were crucified W1th
him, heard his prayers and strong cri€s ;
‘both saw his patience and his meekness, his
wounds and his blood. One continued to
make sport of his sufferings, as though he
had béen a worse malefactor than himself;
while the other, blessed with an internal
revelation of his godhead, implored his mer-
cy, trusted him with his soul, and confes-
sed him to be the King of glory at the very
moment, when he hung tortured and dymg
as the basest of slaves. =

St. Peter speaks so highly of the mani-
festation, with which he and the two sons
of Lzbedee were favoured on mount T'abor,
_that we ought not to pass over it in silence.
. They saw the kingdom of God coming with
power ; they beheld the king in his beauty.
“ His face did shine like the sun, and His
raiment became white as light; a bright
cloud overshadowed him, aad behold, a
voice out of the cloud, which said, This s
my beloved Son in “hom I am Well pleas
ed ; hear ye him,”

7\01 did our Lord reveal hxmself less
after his resurrection. Mary sought him
at the grave with tears. As she carned her-
self, she saw him standing, but knew not

0
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that it was Jesus. He said unto he: ,"ﬂ'h
we. pest thou ? Whom seekest thoa? She,
supposing him to be the ;z"zrdener, enquired
after the object of her Jove ; until Jesus,
calling her by her name, mamfested ‘hin-
self to ‘her as alive from the dead. "Ihén
she cried out, Master! and in her trats.
port, would have taken her old place athis
feet.

With ¢q qual condéscénsion he appeared

- to Simon, that he miglht not be swallowed
up wxﬂl overmuch sorrow. 'T'rue ‘mourn-

“érs in’ Sion weep, some for an absent God,
as Mary, others for their sins as Peter,
and they will not be comforted, no not by

angels ; but only by him, who is nigh to
all chat call upon him, and is health to those
that are broken in heart. He, that appear-
ed first to weeping ! Mary, and next to sor-

rowing Peter, will shortly visit thein with
his salvation. He is already with them, as
‘he was with Mary, though they know it
not ; ard he will soon be in them the sure
and comfortable hope of glory.

"This observation is farther ‘confirmed by
the experjence of the two disciples, who
walked to Emmaus, and were sad.  Jesus
drew near, joined and comfarted them, He
‘ade their hearts to bupn within them
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while he talked with them by the way, and
opened to them the scriptures.* But still
their eves were held, that they shouhd not
know him, before they were prepared for
the overwhelming favour. And it was not
until he sat at meat with them, that their
eyes were opened, and they knew hmm in
the breaking of bread. By a fatal mistake,
many. professors in our day rest satisfied
with what did not satisfy, the two disciples.
They understopd the Scriptures, their
hearts burnt wiih love and joy ; Jesus was
yith them, but they knew him not, untif
the happy moment, when he fully opened
the eye of their faith, and poured the 'ligﬁ(f
of his countenance on their ravished spirits?
Happy those, who, like them, constrain an
unknown Jesus by mighty prayers to tarry
with them, until the veil is taken away from
their hearts and they know in whom they
hav: believed ! | -

Frequent were the manifestations of
Jesus to his disciples before bis ascension.
An angel appeared to two of the holy
mourners, and said to them, *“Fear not; for
I know, that ve seck Jesus who was cruci-
fed. He is risen from the dead. As they

* This b:ruing expresscs the emorions of the heart,
which till this dzay, 19 /7 in belicvers.
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ran w 1th fear and great joy to tell his dis-
ciples, Jesus met them saying, All hail!
and they came, held him by the feet, and
worshlpped him.”

evening, when the doors were shut where

the dlsc1ples were assembled for fear of the

Jews, came Jesus, and stood it the midst.

'They were ternﬁed but with his wonted

goodness he said, Peace be unto you ! He
showed them his hands and his feet; ate
with them as he had done of old with Abra-
ham and, to testify an inward manifesta-
tion of the HO]V (.,-host which he imparted
to them, breathed upon them, as his Spirit
breathed upon’ thejr minds : "and thus he

opened their understandings, that they

might understand " the scriptures. ‘Out of
condescension to ‘Thomas he showed him-
self to thém' a second time, in the like man-
ner ; and a third time at the sea of 'Tibe-
rias : and afterwards he was seen of above
five hundred brethren at once.

You will perhaps sav, Sir, that these
mamfcstauons ceased w hc,n Christ was as-
cended to heaven. 'I'his is true with re-
spect to the manifestation of a body of such
gross flesh and blood, as mav be touchcd
with material hands. In this sense believ-
ers know Christ after the flesh no more.
Our Lord, by his gentle reproof to Thomas,

The same dav in the

|
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discountenanced our looking for carnal
manifestations of his person, and I have
declared again and again, that they are not
what I contend for.

But, that spiritual manifestations of
Christ ceased at his ascension is what I
must deny, if I receive the scripture. On
the contrary they became more frequent.
‘Three thousand were pricked to the heart
on the day of Pentecost, and felt their need
of a visit from the heavenly Physician. He
then came revealed in the power of his
Spirit, with whom he is one. They receiv-
ed the gift of the Holy Ghost, whose office
¥ is to manifest the Son. For the promise
was unto them and their children, and to
as many, as the Lord our God shall call;
witaess the last words of Christ in St. Mat-
thew’s gospel, Lo, I am with you always,
even unto the end of the world.

Time would fail me to tell of the five
tnousand converted some days after, of
Comnelius and dis household, Lydia and
her household; in a word, of all who were
truly brought to Christ in the first age of
Christianity. ¢ The Lord opened their
hearts. The Holy Ghost fell upon them ;
and they walked in his comforts. Christ
was evidently set forth crucified before
theyr spiritual eyes. He dwelt in their

r 2
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hearts by faith ; they lived not, but Christ
lived in them.” 'They agreed in saying,
with St. Paul, If any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, by whom he is savingly
known, he 1s none of his.

Stephen’s experience is alone sufficient
to decide the point. When brought before
tize council thev all saw his face, as it had
been the face of an angel. Being full of
the Holy Ghost, he wrought no miracle,
he spake no new tonguc; but “looked
steadfastly up into hecaven, and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God; and said, Behold, T see
the heavens opened and the Son of man
standing on the right hand of $od.” This
manifestation was calculated only for the
private encouragement and comfort of the
pious Deacon. It answered no other end,
but to enrage the Jews and make them
account him a greater blasphemer and a
wilder enthusiast, than they did before.
Accordingly thev cried aloud, stopped their
ears, ran upon him, cast him out of the
city, and stoned him ; while Stephen under
the powerful influence of the manifcstation,
knceled down, called upon God, saying,
Lord Jesus receive my spirit, and lay not
this sin to their charge. Hence we learn,
irst, that nothing appears so qbeurd and
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wicked to Pharisees and formalists, as the
doctrine I maintain. They lose all patience,
when they fhear that Christ really manifests
himself to his servants. No blasphemy /e
this in the account of those, who are wise,
learned and prudent in their oun eves.*
Secondly, that the most exalted saints need
a fresh manifestation of the glory, love, and
presence of Christ, that they may depart
this life in the trlumph of faith.

If you object, that Stephen was thus fa-
voured, because he was about to suffer for
Christ, and that it would be great presump-
tion to expect the like support, I reply, in
the five following observations. 1. We are
called to suffer for Christ as well as Stephen,
though perhaps not in the same manner and
degree. 2. We often need as much support
from Christ, to stand against the Children
of men that are set on fire, whose teeth arc
spears and arrows, and their tongues «
sharp sword ; and to quench the fiery darts
of the devil, as the martyr did to stand
shower of stones. 3. Tt is perhaps as hard
to be racked with thL gout, or to burn sev-
eral days in a fever on a sick bed, as you
or I may be forced te do, as to be for a few

of better ‘cacumg
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minutes with Shadrach and his companions
in a burning furnace, or to feel for a fleet-
ing moment the anguish of bruised flesh
and a fractured skull; with our triumphant
martyr. No one knows, what pangs of body
and agonies of soul may accompany him
through the valley of the shadow of death.
If our Lord himself was not above being
strengthened by an angel that appeared
him from heaven, surely it is no enthusiasm
to say, that such feeble creatures as we are,
stand in need of a divine manifestation, to
enable us to fight our last battle manfully,
and to come off more than conquerors. 4.
We betray unbelief, if we suppose, that
Christ cannot do for us what he did for
Stephen ; and we betray our presumptian,
if we say, we.want not the assistance,
which this bold champion stood in need of.
5. The language of our church is far differ-
ent: “ Grant,”’ says she, in her collect for
that saint’s day, *“ O Lord, that in ail our
sufferings here on earth for the testimony
of thy truth, we may steadfastly look up to
heaven, and, by faith, behold the glory that
shall be revealed ; and, being filled with the
Holy Ghost, may learn to love and bless
our persecutors, by the example of thy first
martyr, St. Stephen, who prayed for his
murderers, ¢ Q blessed Jesus, who stand:
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est at the right hand of God to succour all
those, who suffer for thee.”

You see, Sir, that 1 have the suffrage of
the Church of England ; and yours too, if
you do not renounce our excellent htur"v ;
so that, if I am an enthusiast for expecting
to be ﬁlled with the Iloly Ghost, and by
faith to behold the glory that shall be re-
vealed, as well as St. Stephen, I am coun-
t:nanccd by a muItltudc of the best und
greatest men in the world. .

But suppose you reject the testi- -ony of
St. Stephen, and of all our Clergy (when
n the desk) touching the "eahtv and the’
necessity too of our Lord’s mamfestmg
himself on earth, after his ascension into
heaven, reccive at least that of St. Luke
and St. Paul, They both inform us, that
“as Saul of Tarsus went to Damascus,
the Lord, even Jesus, appeared to him in
the way.” Suddenly there shene a light
from heaven above the. brightness of the
sun, so that he fell to the earth, and heard
a voice, saying, Saul, $aul, why persecutést
thou me? And he saxd A% ho art thou Lord ?
And the Lord said, I am Jesus, whom
thou persecutest. So powerful was the ef-
fect of this manifestation of Christ, that the
sinner was turned into a saint, and the
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fierce, blasglieming persecuter, inlo 2 Wei p-
ing, praving apostle.

Methinks I hear you say, Trus, inte an

ostle ; but are we cailed ta be apostles:
No, Sir, but w= zre call-d to be christians—
to be converted from uin to holiness, and
from the kingdom of darkness to the king-
dom of God’s dear Son. St. Paul’s cafll
to the apostleship is nothing to his being
made 3 child of God. Judas was a Chris-
tian by profession, an apostle by call, and
4 devil by nature. And what is Judas
his own place to the meanesi of God’s chil-
dren?—to poor Lazarus in Abraham’s
bosom? All, who go to hcaven, are first
turned from darkness to light, and from
the power of 3atan unto God. This turn-
ing sometimes begins by a manifestuaiion of |
Christ; witness the authentic acconut of |
Colonel Gardner’s conversion, publl:i<d
by his judicious frien:t Dr. Doddriaz‘j«_ 5 end

the more authentic one ¢ f our «postic’s con-

1.

version, recorded three times by S f.:%-,
Aud 1 dare advance upon the autl:-i of
one greater than St. Luke, that =2 ..
COnV=rsion ever was completcd witho.t the
reveiation of the Son of God to his Jieart. *
I am the way and the door, says Jesus, no

* Reader' belicvest thon thes®
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man‘com:t to tne Father but by me.
Look unto me, 2nd be ve saved, all ye ends
ot the earth. Ous looking to him for sal-
vation would be to as little purpose, was he
noi to manitest himself to us, as our look-
ing towards the east for light, if the sun

‘'were not to rise upon us.

The revelation of Christ, productive of
St. Paul’s conversion, was not the only one
with which the apostle was favoured. At

Corinth the Lord encouraged and spake to

him in the night by a vision. Be not afraid
but speak and hold not thy peace ; for I am
with thee, and no man shaltturt thee.” On
another occasion, to wean him more from
earth, Christ favoured him with the near-
est views of heaven. “1I knew a man m
Christ, says he, whether in the body or out
of the body, I cannot tell, who was caught
up into the third heaven into paradise, and
heard words, which it is not possible for
man to utter.” And he informs us farther,
that lest he should be exalted above ‘inea-
sure through the abundance of the revela-
tions, a messenger of Satan was suffered to
Luffet him. When he had been brought
before the Sanhedrim for preaching the
gospel, St. Luke informs us, that ¢ the
night following, the Lord stood by him,
and said, be ot goud cheer, Paul; for as
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thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, sp
must thou bear witness also at Rome.” 'The
ship, in which he sailed, being endangered
bv a storm, there stood b\ him, ¢ the angel
of God, whose he was, and whom he serv-
ed, saying, Fear nct, Paul, &c.”

St. Paul was not thc onlv one to whom
Christ manifested himselt in this famzha:
manner. Aunanias of Damascus was neither
an apostle, nor a deacon ; nevertheless, to
him **said the Lord in a visizn, Ananias.
And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord ; and
‘the Lord said, Arise, and go into the street,
‘which is called Straight, and enquire in the
‘house of Judas for one cailed Saul of Tar-
sus ; for behold he praveth.” Inlike man-
‘ner Philip was directed to go near and join
himself to the EKunuch’s chariot.  And 8t
Peter being informed, that three men sought
him, Arise, said the Lord, and go with
.them, doubting nothing, for I have sent
them.

Whether we place these manifestations
in the class of the cxtraordinary, or of the
‘mixt oncs, we equally learn trom them,
‘1st, That the Lord Jesus revealed himself
as much ¢fter his ascension as he did defore.
2dly, That if he docs it to send his ser- |

vants with a gosptl message to pdrtlcul'lf i
persons, he will do it much more to maks

—
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that message effectual, and to bring salva-
tion to those who wait for him.

As for the revelations of Christ to St.
John, they were so many, that the last book
of the New Testament is called the Revela-
tion, as containing chiefty an account of
them. “I was in the spzrzt on the Lord’s
day, says the apostle ; and ¥ heard behind
me a great voice, as of a trumpet saying, I
am the first and the last. - I turned to see
the voice, that spake with me, and I saw
one like unto the. Son of man, clothed with
a garment down to the foot, and girt with
a golden girdle. His head and hair were as
white as snow, and his eyes as a flame of fire,
his feet like unto fine brass bammg in a
furnace, his voice as the sound ci many
waters, and his countenance as the sun
shining in his strength. When I saw him,
I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his
hand upon me, saying, I‘ear not, I am the
first and the last. I am he, that liveth and
was dead, and behold, I am alive for ever-
more ; and have the keys of hell and death.
Write the things which are and shall be.”
One of the things, which our Lord com-
manded John to write, is a most glorious
promise, that he stands at the door of the
human heart, ready to manifest himself
even to poor lukewarm Laodiceans; and

Q
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that, if any man hear his voice and opem,=—
if they are made conscicus of their need of
him, so as to open their hearts by the prayer
of faith, he will come ifi, and feast them
withi kis gfacious presenice, and the delick
ous friiits of his blessed Spirit. Therefore
the mmt extraordi of 4l the reveh:
ns, that of St. Jobn in Patmovs, sot only
shovvs, that thie maniféstations of Christ i
parallel to the canon of sciipuure, but also
gives a peciliaf sinttion & the ordinary
revelations of hith, for which 1 contend.
Havifg this led you from Genesis w
Revelations, 1 conclide by two inferences,
which appear to me undemable The
that it is evident our Lord before his incar-
nation, during his stay on earth, and after
his ascenswn ito heaven, hath been pleas-
ed, in a Variety of manners, to manifest
himsé!? 0 ike childien of men, both for the
benehit of the Church in g&ner:‘il and for
ilie conversion of siitiiets 4nd the establich-
ment of saiats in particular. 8econdly, that
the dectrine, I maintain, is as »ld as Adarz
as modern as St. John, the last of the in-
spired writers, and s scriptural as the Old
and New T estament, which is what !
wapted to de 'nomfm?c. I am, Sir, &c.
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COXCLUSION.

SUCH, reader, was the language of that
great, good, and wise man, John Fletcher,
when he was yet but a young man in years,
and a child in grace. All his after experi-
ence, as has been manifested in his various
writings, tend more and more to convince
us of the divine realities of all these things.
Those who are curious to see this subject
still further extended and enlarged upon,
may gratify themselves in the perusal of
Pearson “ or the Creed”—It convevs a
death stroke to all empty formal Religion.

The reader too, will do well to remem-
ber how eloquently buth Cowper and Young
have written upon this subject. The latter,
as if in bitterness at the blindness and folly
of his formal-professing readers, exclaims,

“ 0, ye cold-hearted, frozen furmalisi: !

On such a theme, *tis impious to be calm:
Pacsion, is reason ; (ransport, temper here.

Shall Heav’n, which gave us ardour, and has showr
Her oion for man so strongly, not disdain

What smooth emollients in Theology,
Recumbent. Virmue s<lowny-doctors, preach ;—
That prose of piety, a lukexwarm praisc !

Rise odours sweet from incense rninflan’d 2
Dcvotion, when likewarm, is weadevout ;

But when it glows, its heat, is struck to Heav'n,
To liuman hearts the golden harps are strung ;
High Hewv’n’s orchestra chaunts amen to mun.”




—
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EXEMPLIFICATION
OF THE
INFLUENCE AND POWFER OF RELIGIOX.

IN THE

Conirasied Lives and Deaths

SAINTS AND SINNERS.




INTRODUCTION

TO THE

INFLUCENCE AND POWER OF RELIGION.

THE reader. who has bestowed his zttention thus
far, has, no doubt, discovered that the Scriptures
do really teach the doctrine of the “ Manifestation of
tLe Spirit,” and that men can, and do, know, that they
lave, through the agency of the Holy Ghost, a sensible,
perceptible, intercourse witl: an wnseez God. It now
only remuins to confirm this doctrine, by that further
evidence which results from the dcclaratnons, expe-
riences, and conduct of those who have lived and
dicd under its influence. To illustiate this import-
ant truth, the life, death, and gencral testimony of
Christians arc adduced : and as a confrast to these,....
the life, remorse, and death of distinguished Infidels
arc given. The names sclected for this purpose, are
sucli as arec most generally known.  As dearh scenes
are best calculated to develope the real character of
thc mun, so most of the charucters chosen, strong-h
pourtray the good man’s hope, or the bad mun’s
fcar. ‘The truth, if ever, is then made manifis?
“ Fools men muay live, but fools they cannot dic”. The
hour of death is a solemn time, when the soundness
of principles can be best estimated by their result
Whilst the Christian goes off in triumph ; the Infidcl
sighs out his last, in bitterest reflections, or in dis.
racting despair! The Christian has a preternatyra
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hope of heaven, 2nd a real consciousnsss of present
happiness, even though his body be in pain ; while
the Deist, if not in miserable ravings, has, at bost,
2 mispluced **heroic want of thought,” or an iil-timed
affectation of indifference, like Gibbon and Hume. i
he has not these, he either feigns levity, like Dide.
rot ; or cherishes a vain osientation, Yke Rosseau.
The best actions of the most philoscphic Infidels
bave been no more than apathy.

But even granting that some Deists, through
““ hardness of hecrt,” have really encountered death
without coacern ; still the camparison must utterly
fail, when we challenge Unbelievers 10 bring onc
solitary instance of = Deist who was ever desirous to
die, that he might enjov the reward of his gaod deeds :
But Christians we see, *“long to depart,” and re-
ceive their expected * immortal crown.” Again,
whilc none, on the one hand, ever lament a loss of
time 1u practising the good works reqaircd by the
Gospel, so none, on the other hand, have ever rejoic-
ed in the contemplation of their success in rooting
out supposed error, or in implanting the germ of
their baleful Infidelity.

This evident difference in times “ which ¢y men’s
gouls,” asks the understandings and consciences of
men, with a voice as alarming as a Spirit’s risen
from the dead, why these things are so? There is
a Cause - and that cause, is the effect of Religion.®
Those who bear this testimony, know in themselves
that Religion is true—Besides, they have been in

* «“Tell, if thou knowest, why conscience acts

With tenfold force, when sickness, age, or pain

Stands tott’ring on the precipice of death?

Or why such horror gnaws the guilty soul

Of dying sinners, while the good man sleeps

Lcaceful and calm; and with a smile expires !
Dr. GrysN.
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 the secret of Sin, and have therefore fwo sides of

comparison in themselves, whilst the unregenerate,
know only their own,...one dark side.

Reader, behold the following Eramples, and de-
termine as you shall answer hereafter before God,
which are the lives and deaths, you would chuse to
be vours. An ancient sinner beholding the waye of
the righteous, could not forbear to exclaim, “ may I
die the death of the righteous, and may my last end
be like his !
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EXAMPLES

Of the hafifiness and reality of Rebgion, ae
exempilified in the conduct,declarations, lives,
and diuthe of Christians.

“ The chamber where the good-man meets his fate,
Is priviieg’d beyond the common walk
Ut virtuous Lfc,....quite i the verge of heav’n.”

“ What is death, that I should fear 1t?

‘i'o dic! why it is to triumph ; ’tis to join

‘The great sssembly of the good and just;
Jaummortal worthies, heroes, piophets, saints!

*Tis 10 behold, oh, rapture to conceive!

‘Thosr we L:zve known, and lov’d, and lost below !
wio would not die for this?

Who would 10t dic, that they might live forever!”

Rev. JOIIN JANEWAY.

¥ ever mortal lived the life of an angel
upen earth, \says Simpson) Janeway seems
to have been the man, Though he had at
an early age run the round of human learn-
mg, he could sav of it, (though he had no
wish to disparage it,) * all this T count
but dung aud dross, in comparison ot the
more cxcellent knowledge of Christ, and
nimoerucificd.” "Phough bat young when

i
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he died (in 1757,) he had learned much,
and studied deep, in the school of his
adored master. iuring the greater part
ot his 1llness he talked as if he had been
in the third Heavens : breaking out, every
now and then into cctacies cf joy and
praise. At one ume he said: ¢ Come
look upon a dying man and wonder! Was
there ever greater kindness? Were there
ever more sensible manifestations of rich
grace? Why me, Lovd? Why me! Sure
this 1s a xin 0 Heaven. If 1 were never
to enjoy more than this, it were well worth
all the torments men and devils could invent.
1f this 1s dying, dying is sweet. Christ’s
arms, his smiles, and visits; sure they
would turn hell into heaven! ©Oh! that
vou did but sec and fre/ what I do! Come
and behold a dying man, more c/zeez:ful
than ever you saw any healthful man in
the midst of his sweetcst enjoyments! Ah,
why should any of you be so sad, when I
am so glad I"%

After such rapturous cxpressions as these, and
the soer appeul to the eyes, ears, and senses of men,
which is made immediately followi mg, by Halybur-
ton, how is i1t that men of sense, and soi disant phllo-
sophers, will still discredit their test imony ! Surely
the recipient of pleasure or pain is lnmself the best,
and indeed only competent judge of its effect and

degree. Vo say, such men ure enshusiastic and fann
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A little before his dissolution he again
said, ¢ Come let us lift our voices in praise.
—It is now my work.—I have done with
prayer, and almost done conversing with
mortals.—In a few hours I shall be in eter-
nity, singing the song of Moses, and the
song of the Lamb. I shall hear the voice of
much people; and be one amongst them
who say.—Hallelujah! salvation, glory, and
honour, and power unto the Lord our
God! Who, (exclaims he,) car'choose but
rejoice in all this

in this rapturous frame he continued full
of joy and admiration, ’ull he expired.

HALYBURTON,

Professor of Divinity, in the college of St.
Andrews, born in 1674, died in 1712. His
memoirs written by himself, have long been
held in the highest estimation in the Chris-
tian world. 'T'hey were so much esteemed
for their usefulness, by Dr. Watt’s, as to
have received a very large recommendatory
epistle from Lis pen.  Ile died as he lived,
in the full comfort and confidence of his

tic, when they muke wills and other sane acts, obli-
gatory in law, (the guardian of right) is making the
obj( ctor, as wild an nb .erver as ever offerad tnsane
opinions to sane men.’
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God—When on his death bed, he said to a
friend, 1 have fought the good fight; I
have kept the faith. 'The Lord hath filled
my mouth with a new song. I shall shordy
get a different sight of God from what I
have ever had. '1'he thoughts of an incarnate
God are sweet and ravishing! And Oh!
how I wonder that I do not love him morz !
I bless the Lord, I have seen that holiness
yields peace and comfort.” He then said,—
“ here is a demonstration of the reality and
power of faith and godliness! T, a poor,
weak, and timorous man, once as much
afraid of death as any one; I who was
many years under the terrors of death, |
come, in the mercy of God, and by the
power of his grace, composedly and with
Joy to look death in the face. O, Sirs, I
could not have believed that 1 should kear,
and bear cheerfully, as 1 have done, this
rod which hath lain on me so long. 'This
1s 2 miracle : pain withont pain ! and this
1s not the fancy of a man disordered, but
of one who is fully cemposed. ¥ know
that a great deal of what is said by a dving
man will pass for canting and raving : But
I bless God, he hath so prescrved the little
judgment I had, that 1 have been able to
reflect with composure on his dealings with
me. I am sober and compused, if ever
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I was sober. And * whether men will {or-
bear,-or whether thev will hear™ this is a
testimony. 'F'he death of the saints 1s made
a derision in our day ; Butif I am laughed
at, 1 can laugh again—" A fcw moments
before his (:ud when unable to speak, being
asked if he cucouragcd himsclt still in the
Lord, he raised his feeble hands, and clapped
them and expired ! Such was the end of-a

Sajnt.

TOPLADY

Was supported with divine consolations
during his last sickness. A tew days be-
inre his death he said to a friend, It is
impossible to describe how good God is to
me. 'T'his afternoon 1 have enjoved such a
season, such sweet communion with (od,
and such delightful manifestations of his
presence with, and love to my soul, that it is
impossible for wor ds, or any languagc to
express them. I have had peace and joy
unutterable. 'l'he comforts and manitesta-
tions of God’s love are so abundant, as to
render my state and condition the most de-
sirable 1n the world. Twould not e\u_h'mgc
my condition with any one upon earth.”
"The same friend calling upon him a day
or two before his dvath, he said, with hands

.t
I'ﬁ ~)
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clasped, and his eyes lifted up and starting
with tears of the most evident joy : ¥ can-
not tell you the comforts I feel in:my soul.
"They are past expression. The consolations
of God to such an unworthy wretch are so
abundant, that he leaves me nothing to pray
for, but 2 continuance of them. I enioy a
heaven already m my soul. My prayen
are all converted into praise.

“ O how this soul of mine longs to be
gone! Like a bird imprisoned in a cage, it
longs to take its flight. - © that I had wings
like a dove, then would 1 flee away to the
realms of bliss, and be at vest for ever! O
that some guardian angel might be commis-
sionced ; for I iong to be absent from this
body, and to be with my Lord for ever.

“O what a day of sun-shine has this
been tome! I have noc words to express it.
It is unutterable. 0, my friends, how good
is God! Almost without interruption his
presence has been with me.

“ O what delights! Who can fathom tke
joys of the third heaven? The sky is clear;
there is no clovd ; come, Lord Jesus, ccme
quickly.”
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Rev. JOHN WESLEY.

The life of this great apostle of Metho-
dism has been written by Dr.- Whitehead,
as well as by Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore.
¥riends and foes agree that he was the most
extraordinary character of modern times;
whether we regard him as a scholar pos-
sessed of variour tailents, or as a saint en-
lightened by grace, and stimulated by pious
zeal. After a wellspent life of 88 years,
more than 60 of which were most usefully
employed in the public ministry, the bene-
fits of which will even be felt by genera-
tions vet unborn, he died as became his
saint-like character. 'When he came to be
upon his dying bed, and was so0 weak as to
be scarce able to speak, his desire to his
friends around him, was, that they should
“pray and praise.” He even feebly sang

“I’ll praise my maker while I’ve breath,

And when my voice is lost in death,

Praise shall employ my aobler powers.”
After this, endeavouring to say somethmng
to those near him, which they could not
comprehend, he paused a little as conscious
of his inability to be understood, and then
with his utmost energy exclaimed—* The
best of all is, God is with us”! and again
Liiting his hands with increased emphasis,
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he once mere repeated the “best of all is,

God is with us”! Soon after he articula-
ted the word “Farewcll,” and expired
without a groan, or the slightest token of

"B His last words, (“ God is with us us” f)
have been considcred so prophetic, as well
as characteristic of the subsequent success-
ful spread of his Religious principles, as
to have given idea to the inscription on the
society’s official seal, the motto of which is,
“ God is wiin us”!

This circumstance has given occasion te
one to observe, that when thc patriarch Jo-
seph was about to expire, he said, “1 die,
but God ska// be with you : but the patri-
arch Wesley’s words were, “'I'hc best of
all 1s, God IS with us”!

Rev. JOHN FLETCHER

A native of Geneva, and many years Vicar
of Madeley, (born in 1729, and died in
1785) has been greatly dlstmgmshcd in the
Christian world as a peculiarly acute writer
i polemic divinity ; but aboveall, as

ing the deepest communion with God, and
the highest measure of inward holmess, that
has distinguished any modern 8aint. From
the aspiring disposition of a soldier, 1

|
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which life he had crigirally intended to
devote himself, he became the most extra-
ordinary example of /fumifity. By uature
of a fiery and passionate spirit, he hecame
meek, like his master, as well as lowly in
heart. In short, through the power of
divine grace, he. became  blamcless and
harmless, 2 S8on of God, without rebuke,
in the midst of a crooked and a perverse
generation: shiming among them as: a light
in the world.” Such a one, was prepared
to meet his reward with joy. Accordingly
we find him welcoming death’s embrace
with Christian triumph. We are indebted
to the Rev. Mr. Gilpin, Vicar of Wrock-
wardine, for some notice of his dissolution
« He appeared (says he) a few days before
his death, to have reached that desirable
point, where the last rapturous discoveries
are made to the souls of dying saints.
Roused 2s it were with the shouts of angels,
and kindled into rapture with visions of
glory, he broke into a song of holy triumph,
which began and ended with the praises of
God’s unfathomable Icve. He !aboured
to declare the secret manifestations he en-
joved, but his sensations were too power-
ful for utterance; and after iooking inex-
pressible things, he contented himsclf with
calling upon all around him, to celebrate
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and shout that adorable love, which can
never bz fully compreb .nded, nor adcquzate-
ly expressed. While he could speaé he
spake as one whose lips had been touched
with a live coal from the altar ; and when
deprived of that power, his countenance
discovered that he was sweetly engaged in
the contemplation of heavenly things.”

Rev. SAMUEL PIERCE,

Who, next tc the celebrated Dr. Gill, was
among the most conspicuous characters i
the Baptist Society, has most deservedly
had his memoirs preserved for our edifica-
tion and Chistian comfort, by Dr. Fuller.
When this laborious anc highly useful ser-
vant of the Most High, came to give an
account of his stewardship, he could re-
joice in the pains of death. He was ena-
bled to say to a friend—* This sick bed is
a Bethel to me; it is none other than the
house of God and the gate of Heaven! I
can scarcely express the pleasures that 1
have enjoyed in this affliction. The near-
er I draw to my dissolution the Acppicr
I am. It can scarcely be called an afftic-
tion, it is so counterbalanced with joy.”
So true 1t is, ’

¢ Jesus can make a dying bed
Feel soft us doreny pillows are’
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Rcv. SAMUEL WALKER,

Was a unmstcr of no. ordmary rank in the
churzh of Christ. His excessive. Tahours
sp.edily ruined his constitution, and he
died at the age of forty-eight. -When. his
disselution drcw near, after. much former
darkness, but the most assures confidence
in God, he broke out to his purse in. this
rapturous expression :—* I have been up-
on the wings of the rherubnm' Heaven has
in:a. manner been opened to me!: I shall
soon be there I”—Next day to.a friend who
came to see him he said, with 2 Joy-in. his
countenance more than words can utter :—
“ O had I strength to speak, I could tell
you such news as would rejoice your very
soul! I have had such views of heaven !
But I am not able to say more.”

HERVEY

Was an excellent scholar, and a believer in
the bible, with its most distinguishing truths.
When he apprehended himself to be near
the close of life, and stood, as it were, on
the brink of the grave, with eternity full in
view, he wrote to a friend at a distance to
tell hnm what were his sentiments in that
awful situation, ¢ T have Seen too fond,”
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said he; ¢ of reading . evety thing valuable
and elegant that has been penned in our
language, and been peculiarly charmed with
thie historians, orators, and poets of antigui-
ty: but were I to renew my studizs, I
would take leave of those ‘accomplished
trifles ; I would résign the _delights of mod-
ern wits; kmiusement, anc eioquence, and
devote my attention to' the scripture of
truth. ¥ would sit with much greater as-
sndmt) at my divine Master’s feet, and de-
sire to kriow nothing # comparison of Je-
sus ‘Christ; and him crucifred.”

After this, when his dissolution drew
still nearer, h~ said to them about him:—
“ How thankful am I for death! It is the
passage to the Lord and Giver of eternal
life.—0 welcome, welcome, welcome
death! thou mavest well be reckoned a-
mong the treasures of the christian' To
live is Christ, but to die is gain ! Lor, now
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy most holy and comfortable
word ; for mine eyes have scen thy pre-
cious salvauon

LEECHMAN,

Late principal of the college of Glasgow,
at the close of his life, thus addressed the
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son of a worthy nobleman, who was design-
ed for the church, and the early part of
whose education had been much under the
doctor’s eye:

¢ You see the situation I am in: I have
not many days tolive : I am glad you have
had an opportunity of witnessing the tran-
quillity of my last moments. But it is not
tranquillity and composure alone ; it is joy
and triumph ; it is complete exultation.”~=
His features kindled, his voice rose as he
spoke. ¢ And whence,” says he, “ dees
this exultation spring?—Krom that book,
pointing to a bible that lay on the table—
from that book, too much neglected indeed,
but which contains iavaluable treasures!
treasures of joy and rejoicing! for it makes
us certain that this mortal shall put on im-
mortality.” 2

GROTIUS,

Possessed the brightest genius ever re-
eorded of a youth in the learned world, and
was a profound admirc:, and a daily rea-
der, of the sacred writings ; yet after all his’
attainments, reputation, and labour in the
cause of learning, he was constrained at last
to cry aqut, “ Ah! I have consumed my life
in a laborious doing of nothing '—I wonld
s
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give all my learning and honour for the
plain integrity of John Unck! = -
This John Urick was a religiovs poo
man, who spent eight hours of the day in
prayer, ecight in labour, and but eight
meals, sleep, and other necessaries.®* -
Grotius had devoted too much of hy
time to worldly company, secular business,
and learned trifles ; too little to the exercises
of the closet. 'This is forsaking the foum
tain of living waters, and hewing out te
ourselves broken cisterns that can hold ne

water. . . . ;

ADDISON i
Was a very able and elegant advocate for
the bible, in life and death. Just before his
departure, having sent for a young noble-
man nearly related to him, who requested
to know his dying commands—his answer

was—* See in what peace a christian can
die!” —

* Alfred, king of England, who fought fifty-six
battles with the Danes, many of which were guined
by his own personal courage and great example, de-
dicated, with strict purnctuality, eight hours cvery
day to ucts of devotion, eight hours to public affairs,
and as many 1o slecp, study, and nccessary refresh:
ment. '
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He spake with difficulty, and soon ex-
pired.—Through grace divine, how great
is man! Through divinz mercy, how sting-
less 18 death!

* He taught us how to live; and, oh? too hi
A pric: for knowledge, taught us kow to die.”

LELAND,

After spending a long and exemplary life
in the service of the gospel, closed it with
the following words :—*1 give my dying
testimony to the truth of christianity. The
promises of the gospel are my support and
consolation. 'They, alone yield me satis-
faction in a dying hour : I am not afraid
to die. 'The gospel of Christ has raised me
above the fear of death; for I know that

my Redecmier liveth.”

PASCAL

Was one of the most humble and devout be-
lievers in Jesus that ever lived. Bayle saith
of his life, that “an hundred volumes of
sermons are not worth so much as this sin-
gle life, and are far less capable of disarm-
ing men of impicty. ‘The extraordinary
humility and devotion of Pascal gives a
more sensible mortification to the libertines

L -
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of the age, than if one was to let loose up-
on them a dozen missionaries. 'They can
now to longer attack us with their favour- |
ite and darling objection, that there are
none but little and narrow spirits, who pro-
fe::. themselves the votanies of piety and
rchyion: for we can now tell them, and
boidly tell them, that bath the maxims and
practice thereof, have been pushed to the
strcay2st degree, and cdrried to the greatest
heighy, by one of the profoundest geome-
tizeians, bv one of dre most subtile meta-
phvsiciens, and by one of the most selid
and peoctrating geniuses that ever yet ex-
iste X on this earth.”

“ This great man, during soine of the
latter vears of his life, speat his whele tinre
In praver, and reading the Holy Scriptures;
and in this he tuok incredible delight.”

LEIGHTON

Was a most exemplary character, both in
his private and public capacity. The life
and writings of few men are more worthy
of imitation and perusal. He labourec hard
to bring about some reformation in the state
of things in his own day, and when be
found all his efforts ineffectual, he quietly
withdrew, resieed his preferment, and
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hived in private. Wh:t Burnct says of him
can ncver be too often repeated, and too
generally known.— He had the greatest
elevation of soul, the largest compass of
knowledge, the most mortificd and heaven-
ly disposition, that I ever yet saw in mortal.
He had the greatest parts, as well as virtue,
with the most perfect humility that I ever
saw in man; and had a sublime strain in
preaching, with so grave a gesture, and
such a majesty both of thought, of language,
and pronunciation, that I never once saw
a wandering eye where he preached, and I
have seen whole assemblies often melt in
tears beforc him ; and of whom I can say
with great truth, that in a free and frequent
conversation with him for akyve two and
twenty vears, I never knew him ‘o say an
idle word, or one that had not a direct
tendency to edification ; and I never once
saw him in any oth r temper, but that
vhich I wishe! to be :n, in the last moments
of my life.”

POCOCKE.

Locke gives usa similar account of Pococke.

“ I can say of him what few men can say

of any friend of theirs, nor I of any other

f my acquaintance ; that I do not remem-
s 2
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ber that I ever saw him in one action, that
X did, or could in my own mind blame, or
thought amiss in him.”

LAW,

When Law came to die, he seemed to en-
joy the full assurance of faith: “ Away
with these filthy garments,” said the expir-
g saitit; * I feel a sacred fire kindled
my soul, which will destroy every thing

to itself, and burn as a flame of
divine love to all eternity.”

RALEIGH,

One of the most illustrous heroes that Ea-
ever bred, 2a man equally celebrated

or valour, for genius, and for learning,

was not ashamed to address his wife in the
views of approaching dissclution in the
following pious strain :—*¢ Love God, and
begin betimes. In him you shall ind true,
everlasting, and endless comfort. When
you have travelled and wearied yourself
with “all sorts of worldly cogitations, you
shall sit down by sorrow in the end. Teach
your son also to serve and fear God whilst
he'is young, that the fear of God may grow
up an him. Then will God be an hushand
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to you, and a father to him ; an husband
and father that can never be taken fircau
you.”

This is true heroism! Such was Sir
Walter Raleigh !

LOCKE.

¥or fourteen or fifteen years he applied
himself closelv to the study of the holy
scriptures, and employed the last period of
his life hardly in any thing beside. He
was never weary cf admiring the
views of that sacred book, and the just
relation of all its parts. He every day
made discoveries in it, that gave him fresh
cause of admiration. And so earnest was
he for the comfort of his friends, and the
diffusion of sacred knowledge among them,
that even the day before he died he very
particularly exhorted all zbout him to read
the holy scriptures, exalting the love which
God showed to man in justifying him by
faith in Jesus Christ, and returning him
special thanks for having called him to the
knowledge of that Divine 8Saviour. To
a person who asked him, which was the
shortest and surest way for a young gen-
tleman to attain to the true knowledge of
the christian religion, in the full and just
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extent of it, he replied—* Let him study
the holv scripture, especially the New Tes-
tament. Therein are contained the words
of eternal life.—It hath God for its au-
thor—Salvation for its end—and Truth,
without any mixture of error, for its mat-
ter.” '

LOUIS,

One of the late dukes of (rleans, expressed
the delight he found in pietv and devotion
in the following terms; **1 know by ex-
perience, that sublunary grandeur and sub-
lunary pleasure are deceitful and vain, and
are always infinitely below the conceptions
we form of them. But, on :he contrary,
such happiness and such complacency may
be found in devotion and piety, as the sen-
sual mind has no idea of.”

OLYMPIA FULVIA MORATAY,

Was one of the earliest and brightest orna-
ments of the reformation. She could de-
claim 1in Latin, converse in Greek, and
was a critic in the most difficult classicks.
But after it pleased God, by his grace, to
open the eyes of her mind to discover the
truth, she became enamoured of the sacred
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scriptures, above all other books in the
world, and studied them by day and by
mght. And when dissolution approached,
she declared she felt nothing but * an mex-
pressible tranquillity and peace with God
through Christ.”=<Her mouth was full of
the praises of God, and she emphatically
expressed herself by saying—*1 am noth-
mg but joy.” -

LORD RUSSFL

Delivered himself, just before his execu-
tion, in the strongest terms of faith and
confidence. He siid :—¢ Neither my im-
prisonment nor fear of death have been
able to discompose me in any degree. On
the contrary I have found the assurances
of the love and mercy of God in and
through my blessed Rcdeemer; in whom
I only trust. And I do not question but
I am going to partake of that fullness of
joy, which is in his presence ; the hopes of
which do so wonderfully delight me, that
Ithink this is the happiest time of my life,
though others may lcok upon it as the
saddest.”




214 EXEMPLIFICATION.

OXENSTIERN,

Chancellor of Sweden, was one of the most
able and learned u.::n of his txmc, and vet
he was not too great and tco wise to be
above being taught by the sacred writings.
¢ After all my troubles and toilings in the
world,” says he, “I find that my private
life in the country, has afforded me more

contentment, than ever I met with inall

my public emplovments. I have latel
applied myself to the study of the bible,
wherein all wisdom, and the greatest de-
lights are to be found. 1 therefore counsel
you to make the study and practice of the
word of God your chief delight ; as indeed
it will be to every soul that savours the
truths of God, which infinitelv excel all
worldiy th'mgs.”

SELDEN,

The lawver, whom Grotlus calls ¢ the glory
of the English nation,” ‘was, as Hale de-
clared, “ a resolved serious christian, and
a great adversary to Hobbes’s errors.” He
was one of the most eminent philosophers,
and most learned men of his time. He had
taken a diligent survev of all kinds of

y |
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learning, and had read as much, perhaps,
as anv man ever did ; and yet, towards the
latter end of his days, he declare 1 to Usher,
that notwithstanding he had been so labo-
rious in his inquiries, and curious in his
collections, and had possessed himself of;ﬁ'
treasire of books and manuscrips upon all
ancient subjects; yet “he could rest his
soul on none, save the scriptures.” |

SIR JOHN MASON,

On his death-bed, said, “X have lived to
see five princes, and have been privy-coun-
sellor to four of them. I have seen the
most remarkable things in foreign parts,
1nd have been present at most state trans-
actions for thirty years together; and I
have learnt this after many years experi-
ence—T hat seriousness is the greatest wis-
dom, temperence the best physic, and a
good comscience the best estate. And,
were I to live again, I would change the
court for a cloister, my privy-counsellor’s
bustle for a hermit’s retirement, and the
whole life I have lived in the palace, for an
hour’s enjoyment of God in the chapel.”
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ROMAINE

Was a zealots and successful preacher of
the gospel of Jesus Christ, and adorned it
by a suitable character, above fifty years.
In his last illness not one fretful or murmur-
ing werd ever escaped his lips. “ I have)”
said he, ¢ the peace of God in my con-
science, and the love of God in my heart.
Y knew before the doctrines I preached to
be truths, but now I experience them to be
blessings. Jesus is more precious than
rubies, and all that can be desired on the
earth, is not to be compared to him.” He
was in full possession of his mental powers
to the lust moment, und near his dissolution
cried out, ¢ Ioly, hnly, holy, Lord God
Almighty ! Glory be to thee on high, for
such peace on earth, and good will to men.”

Tuesc Examples could have been
easily incrcased without end. They
are multiplying in every age and in
every nation in Christendom. Even
in these United States, we might, were §
we disposed to seek them, see, week-
ly, and perhaps daily instances of like
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ckristian assurance and triomph. We
will, however, add the bare names of
some few other distinguished men and
women, who belicved 1a the christian
Religion and adorned the Gosp:l they
professed : such were the dwines New-
combe. Warburton, Cotes, Beveridge,
Tillotson, Burtler, Bertley, Lowman,
Hales, baxter, Lardner, Robertson,
Doddridge, Pearson, Berkeley, Sher-
lock, Taylor, Clarke, Barrow, Uster,
Chillingworth, Wilkins, Bochart, Cud.
worth, Watts, Hervey, &c. &c. Such
were the statesmen, Hyde, Somery,
Culien, Pulteney, Howard, Harmington,
King, Barrington, Littleton, and otherf,
and last, though not less esteemed, our
beloved Washington was a sincere and
serious christian—Such too, were the
Poets, Spencer, Woeller, Cowley,
Prior, Thompson, Gray, Young, Mil-
ton, Cowper, &c. So also were the
moralists, Steele, Hawkesworth, John-
son, &c.—also, the physicians, Arbuth.-
not, Cheyne, Browne, Boerhave, Prin-

gle, Hartley, Haller, Mecad, Fothergill,
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&ec.—and lastly, Such were thelowycrs,
Hale, Melmoth, Forbes, Hailes, Pratt,
Blackstone, Jones, &c.-.—not to emit
the philosophers, Ray, Cotes, Fergu-
son, Adams, Euler, Newton, Boyle, &c.

Of female characters we name Queen
Catharine Parr, Queen Mary, Lady
C. Courten, Lady M. Houghton, Lady
Cutts, Lady E. Hastings, Lady M.
Armyne, Lady A. Halkc:, Lady Jane
Gray, Lady Langham, Lady E. Brooke,
Lady M. Vere, Lady Guion, Mss. C,
Phillips, Mrs. I. Ratcliffe, Mrs. C.
Bretterg, Mrs. A. Baynard, Mrs. A.

. Schurman, Mrz. K. Bury, Mrs. E.
purnct, Mrs. E. Rowe, Mrs. Carter.




EXAMPLES

Of the cheerless, and cven wretched nature of Tnf-

delity, as exemplified in the 1fe, conduct, dying
sayings, and death of thoughtless, impenitent sin-
ners, or in the Litter reflections of untin.e!y re-
‘morse. Also, in the dismay and anguish of those
-who have strove by repentance to efface their
conscious guilt, or have been deeply sensible of
a great change wrought upon their heart and
macaers by Divine grace.

“ In that dread :nocment, how the frantic Soul
Raves round the walls of her clay tenement,
Runs to each avenue and shrieks for help; :
But shrieks in vain!...How wishfully she looks
On all she’s leaving, now no longer hers:
Oh might she stay to wash away her stains,
Ancg ﬁt her for her pas ;ge ..Mournful sight!
Her very eyes Weep blo and every groan
She heaves is big with horror. . . .. But the foe
Plll‘.’:ll(,a her close through every lane of life,
‘Till forc’d at last to the tremendous verge,
At once she sinks to cverlasting ruin!®

HOBBES

Was a ceicbrated infidel in thte last age,
who, in bravado, would sometimes speak
very unbecoming things of God and his
word. Yet, when alone, he was haunted
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with the most tormenting reflections, and
would awake In great terror, if his candic
happened but to go out in thc mght. He
could never bear any discourse of death,
and seemed 1o cast off all thoughts of it.
He lived to be upwards of ninety. His
last sensiblé words were, when he found
he could live no longer, 1 shall be glad
then to find a hole to creep out of the world
at.” And, nctwithstanding all his high
pretensions to learning and philosophy, his
uneasiness constrained him to confess,
when he drew near to the grave, that “hec
was about to take a leap in the dark.”
The writings of this old sinner, ruined the
earl of Rochester, and many other gentle-
men. As that nobleman himseif declared,
after his conversion.

SERVIN.

“ He was” says Sully, “both a wonder and
a monster ; I can give no other idea of that
assemblage of the most excellent and most
pernicious qualities. Let the reader repre-
sent to himself a man of genius so lovely,
and am understanding so extensive, as ren-
dered him scarce ignorant of any thing
that could be known ; of so vast and ready
a comprehension, that he immediately
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made himself master of what he attempt-
ed; and of so prodigious a memory, that
he never forgot what he had once learned;
he possessed all parts of philosophy and
the mathematics, particularly fortification
and drawing : even in theology he -was so
well skilled, that he was an excellent preach-
er whenever he had a mind to exert that
talent, and an pble disputant for and against
the reformed rcligion indifferently ; he not
only understood Greek, Hebrew, and all
the languages which we -call learned, but
alse the different jargons or modern dia-
leets ; he accented and pronounced them
so naturally, and so.perfectly imitated the
gestures aed manners both of the several
nations of Kurope, and the particular pro-
vinces of France, that he might have besa
taken for a native of all or olg any of these
countries ; and this quality he applied to
counterfeit all sorts of persons, wherein he
succeeded wonderfully : he was, moreover,
the best comedian and greatest droll that
perhaps ever appeared; he had a genius
for. poetry, and had ‘written many verses ;
he plaved upon almost all instruments, was
a perfect master of music, and sung mest
agreeably and justly ; he was of a disposi-
tion to do, as well as to know, all things :
his body was perfectly well suited to his
T 2
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mind, he was light, mimble, dextrous, and
fit for all exercises; he could ride wei,
a~d in dancing, wrestling, and ieaping, he
was admired: there are not sny recrea-
tive games that he did not know ; an.d was
skilicd i alwost all the mechanic arts.
But now for the reverse of the medal:
here it appeared that he was treacherous,
cruel, cowardly, deceitful ; a liar, a cheat,
a drunkard and glutton : a sharper in play,
immersed in every species of vice, a blas
phemer, an atheist; in a word, in him
might be found all the vices contrary %o
nature, honour, religion, and society ; the
truth of which he himself evinced with his
latest breatli, for he died in the flower of
his age, in a common brothel, perfectly
geerupted by his debaucheries, and expired
with a glass in his hand, cursing and deny-
g God.”

It is evident from this extraordinary
oase, that “with the talent of an angel,a
man may be a fool.”’—There is no neces-
sary connection between great natural abili-
tes .and religious qualifications. They
may go together, but they are frequently
émnd assunder.
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AN ATHEIST.

Barnaby, a Physician in London, was in-
tuaately acquainted with an atheist. After
some time, he was seized with a vielent
fever, and sent for the doctor. He came,
and prescribed several medicines, but none
of them took effect. At length he told him
plainly, ¢ 8ir, I know nothing more that
can be done ; you must die. Upon this,
he clenched his fists, gnashed his teeth, and
said with the utmost fury, God! God! I
won’t die !” and immediately expired.

FRANCIS NEWPORT,

Who died in the year 1692, was favoured
both with a liberal and religious education.
After spending five years in the university,
he was entered in one of the Inns of the
Court. Here he fell into the hands of in-
fdels, lost au wuis religious impressions,
commenced infidel himself, and became a
most abandoned character, uniting himself
to a club of wretches who met together
constantly to encourage each otherin’ being
critically wicked. In this manner he con-
ducted himself for several years, till at
Iength his intemperatc courses brought ov
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an illness, which revived all his former re-
ligious 1mpressions, accompanied with an
horror of mind inexpressible. The vio-
lence of his torments was such, that-he
sweat n the most prodigious manner. :-In
nine.days he was reduced from a robust
state of health to perfect weakness, during
all which time his language was the most
dreadful that imagination can conceive.
At one time, looking towards the fire, he
said, ¢« Oh'! that I was to lie and broil up-
on the fire for a hundred thousand years,
to purchase the favour of God, and to be
reconciled to him again! But it is a fruit
less vain wish ; millions of millions of years
will bring me no nearer the end of my tor-
tures, than one poor hour. O eternity!
eternity! who can properly paraphrase
upon the words—forever and ever!”

In this kind of strain he continued till
his strength was exhausted, and his disso-
lution approached; when, recovering a
little breath, with a groan so dreadful and
loud, as if it had not been human, he cried
out, *“ Oh! the insufferable pangs of hell.
and damnation ! and so died ; death set-
tling the visage of his face in such a form,
as if the body, though dead, was sensxble
of the extremity of torments.
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EMERSON

Was an infidel, and one of the first mathe-
maticians of his age. Though, in some
respects, fie might be considered a worthy
man, his conduct through life, was rude,
vulgar, and frequently immoral. He paid
no attention to religious dutjes, and both
intoxication and profane language were fa-
miliar to him. 'T'owards the ciose of his
days, being afflicted with the stone, he
would crawl about the floor on his hands
and knees, sometimes praying, and some-
times swearing. What a poor creature is
man without religion! Newton died of the
same disorder, which was attended, at
times, with such severe paroxysms as forced
out large drops of sweat down his face.
In these trying circumstances, however, he
was never observed to utter the smallest
complaint, or to exprecs the least impa-
tience. What a striking contrast between
the conduct of the infidel and the christian!

VOLTAIRE,

During a long life, was continually treating
the Holy Scriptures with contempt, and
endeavouring to spread the poison of infi-
delity among the nations, In his last ill-
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ness he sert for Tronchine. When th-
Doctor came, ne found Voltaire in the
greatest agonies, exclaiming with the ut-
most horror—I am abandoned by God and
man. Doctor, I will give you half of what
X am worth, if you will give me six months
life. The doctor answered, Sir, you can-
not live six weeks. Voltaire replied, Then
I shall go to hell, and you will go with me!
and soon after expired. g

This is the hero of modern infidels!
Dare any of them say,—lLet me die the
death of Voltaire, and let my last end be
like his ? That he was a man of great and
various talents, none can deny; but hm
want of sound learning, and moral qualifs
tions, will ever prevent him from being
ranked with the benefactors of mankind.
If the reader has felt himself injured by
the poison of this man’s writing’s, he may
find relief for his wounded mind, by peru-
sing Findlay’s Vindication of the Sacred
Books from the misrepresentations and
cavils of Voltaire ; and Lefanu’s Letters of
certain Jews to Voltaire. The hoary infi-
del cuts but a very sorry figure in the
hands of these Sons of Abraham.

During Voltaire’s last visit to Paris,
when his triumph was complete, and he
*ad even feared that he should die with
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glory, amidst the acclamations of an infa-
tuated theatre, he was struck by the hand
of Providence, and fated to make a very
different termination of his career.

In the midst of his triumplhis, a violent
hemorrhage raised apprehensions for his
life. D’Alembert, Diderot, and Marmon-
tel, hastened to support his resolution in
his last moments, but were only witnesses
to their mutual ignominy, as well as to his
own. Rage, remorse, reproach, and blas-
phemy, all accompany and characterize the
long agony of the dying atheist.

On bis return from the theatre, and in
the midst of the toils he was resuming to
acquire fresh applause, Voitzire was warn-
ed, that the long career of his impiety was
drawing to an end. -

In spite of all the sophisters flocking
around him, in the first days of illness, he
gave signs of wishing to return to the God
whom he had so often blasphemed. He
called for the priest. His danger increas-
ing, he wrote the following note to the
Abb¢ Gaultier :—* You had prowised me
Sir, to come and hear me. I intreat you
would take the trouble of calling on mie as
soon as possible.—Signed VoLTAIRE. Pa-
ns, 26th Feb. 1778.”

A few days after he wrote the following
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deciaration, in presence of the Abbé Gau-
tier, the Abbé Mignot, and the Marquis de
Villevieille, copied from the minutes depo-
sited with Mr. Momet, notary at Paris:
“] the underwritten, declare, that for
these four days past, having been afficted
with 2 vomiting of blood, at the age of
¢ighty-four, and not havmg been able to
drag myself to the church, the Rev. the
Rector of Bulpice, having been pleased ©o
add to his good works, that of sending to
me the Abbé Gaultier ; I confessed to ham;
and if it pleases God to dispose of me, I
die in the Church, in which 1 was bom;
hoping that the divine mercy will deign to
pardon all m7 faults. 8econd of Marzh,
1778. Sigmed VOLTAIRE; in presence of
the Abbé ﬁn ignot, my nephew and the Mar-
quis de Villevieille, my friend.”
~ After the two witnesses had signed this
declaration, Voltaire added these words,
copied from the same minutes :—* The
Abbé Gaultier, my confessor, having ap-
prized me, that it was said among a certam
set of people, that I ¢ should prutesca
every thing 1 did at my death ;’ I declare
that I never made such a spcech and that
it is an old jest, attributed long since to
xlnany of the learncd, mere erlightened than
am.
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This declaration is also signed by the
Marquis de Villevicille, tc whom, eleven
years before, Voltaie wrote, Conceal
your march from the enemy, in your endea-
vours to crush the wretch P#

Voltaire had permitted this declaration to
be carried to the rector of Sulpicc and to
the axchbishop of Paris, to know whether
it would be sufficient. When ithe Abbé
Gaultier returned with the answer, it was
impossible for him to gam adwmittance to
the patiest. The conspir::ors strained eve-
ry nerve to hinder the Chief trom consum-
mating his recantation, 2.} every aveuue
was shut to the priest, whom Voltaire
himself had seat for. The demons haunt-
ed every access: rage succeeded to fury,
and fury to rage again, during the remain-
der of his life.

D’Aicmbert, Diderot, and 2bout twenty'
others of the conspirators, who had bestt
his apartment, rever approached him, but
to witness their oy, ignominy, and often he
would curse them, and exclaim : “ Retire !
It 1s you that havc brought me to my pre~

* It had becn custoriary during many years for
Volaire to call our blessed Saviour—The Wretch.
And he vowed that hz would crush him. He closes
tany of his letters .3 his mfBidel-friends with the
s2me words<~—crusi the wretch !

v
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sent state! Begone! 1 could have déne
without yvou all; but you could not exist
withour me ! And what a wretched 510rv
have vou procured me !”

'Then would succeed the horrid remem-
brance of his conspiracy. They could
hear him, the prey of anguish and dread,
alternately supplicating or blaspheming that
God against whom he had conspired ; and
in plaintive accents would he cry out, “ Oh
Christ! Oh Jesus Christ!” And then com-
plain that he was abandoned bv God and
man. The hand which had traced in an-
cient writ the sentence of an impious and
zeviling king, seemed to trace before his
eyes, “ Crush then, do crush the Wretch.”
In vain he turned his head away ; the time
was coming apace, when he was to appear
betore the tribunal of him whom he had
blasphemed ; and his physicians, particu-
lasly Mr. 'l‘ronchm, calling to administer
mllef thunderstruck, retired declaring the
death of the impious man to be terrible in-
deed. 'The pride of the conspirators would
willingly hnve suppressed these declara-
tions, but it was in vain. The Mareschal
de Richelieu fled from the bed side, decla-
ring it to be a sight too terrible to be sus-
tained ; and Mr. Tronchin, that the furies
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of Orestes could give but a faint idea oi
those of Voltaire.*

HUME.

'The last days of David Hume were spent
in playng at whlst, in cmckmg his JoLes
about Charon and his boat, and in reading
Luciaa, and other entertaining books. This
was a consummatum est worthy of a clever
fellow, whose conscience was seared as with
an hot iron! Dr. Johnson observes upon
this impenitent death-bed scene—* Hume
owned he had never read the New Testa-
ment with attention. Here then was a

®* Diderot and D’Alembert, his friends and cam-
panions in infidelity, died with remorsc of conscience
somewhat similar to the above.

This account of the unhappy end of Voltaire 53
confirmed by a letter Ly M. de Luc, an emin
philesopher, and & man of the strictest honour and
probity.

Cowper has alluded to the above c: rcumsunccs
:n1 the character of this arch-infidel.

““ The Frenchman first in literary fuine,

Mention him if you pleasc—V cltairc —The same;
With spirit, genius, eloguence supplicd,

Liv’d long, wrote much, laugh’d heurtily, ‘and dicd;
The Scripture was his Jcst-lmok whence he drew
Ron-mo$s to gall the Christizn and the Jew,

An infidel in health; but what when sick?

Oh then, a text would touch him te tie guick.”
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man, who had been at no pains to inguire
into the truth of religion, and had continu-
ally turned his mind the other way. It was
not to be expected that the prospect of
death should alter his way of thinking, un-
less God should send an angel to set him
right. He had a vanity in being thought
easy.” Dives fared sumptuously every
day, and saw no danger: But—the next
thing we hear of him is—In hell he lifted
up his eyes, being in torments !

It is much to be lamented that 2 man of
Hume’s abilities should have so prostituted
his talents. With all his pretensions to
philosophy, he was an advocate for adulte-
ry and suicide. The reader will find a suf-
ficient answer to his sophistry in Horne’s
letters on infidelity, Beattie’s essay on the
pature and immutability of truth, and
Campbell on the miracles of Christ.

-Gbbon savs, ¢ He died the death of a
philosopher I Tf philosophers die in such
& manner, may it be our happy iot to die
likc an old fashioned and enthusiastic
christian !

GIBBON
Was one of the most respectable Deists
of the present age, and more like Hume,
than any other of the opposers of christiani-
ty. Very sufficient reasons, however, asc
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to be given for his infidelity. Porson, in
the preface to his letters to 'I'ravis, after
giving a character of Gibbon’s histary,
seems to account for his rejecting the gos-
pel in a satisfactory manner, from the state
of his mind. “He shows, so strong a dis-
like to christianityy-as visibly disqualifies
him for that':ociety, of which- he has cres
ated Ammianus Marcellinus president : and
we must blame-him for:carrying on the
a.tack in an insidious manner, and with
improper motives. He. often makes, whean
he cannot readily find an occasion te insult
our religion ; which he hates se cordially,
that he might seem to revenge some per:
sonal injurv. Such 1s his eagerness in the
cause, that he stoops to the most despicable
pun, or to the most awkward perversion of
language, for the pleasure of turning scrips
ture into ribaldry, or of calling Jesus an
impostor.—A rage for indecency pervades
the whole work, it especially the last
volumes.—I! the hlsmr- Were anonymous;
I should guess that these disgraceful obs
scenities were writien by some debauchee,
who, havmg from agc, or accident, or ex-
cess, survived the pmct:cc of lust still
mdulged himself in the luxury of cpuuld-
tion ; and exposed the impotent 1mbec1hty

after he had lost the vigour of the passions.”
v 2
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Such are the opposers of Jesus and his
gospel ?—Let us see how this sneering an.
tagonist of christianity terminated his mor-
tal carcer.

Eager for the continuation of his present
existence, having little expectation of any
futore one, he declared to a friend about
twenty-four hours previous to his departure,
m a flow. of self-gratulation, that he thought
himself a good life for ten, twelve, or. per-
haps twenty years.—And during his short
illness, it is observable, that he never gave
the least intimation of a future state of ex-
istence. This insensibility at the hour of
dissolution, is in the language of scepticism;
dving like a clever fellow; the death of a
philosopher !

Among all the numerous volumes that
@ibbon read, it does not appear that he
ever perused any able defence, or judicious
explication of the christian religion.—Con-
sult his memoirs and diary written by him-
self.—His conversion and re-conversion
terminated in deism ; or rather perhaps in
a settled mdlﬂ'erence to all religion. He
never gave himself any concern about it. -
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CHESTERFIELD.

Of all the accounts which are left us, of
the latter end of those, who are gone before
into the eternal state, several are more hor-
rible, but few so affecting as that which is
given us, by his own pen, of the late lord
Chesterfield. It shows us incontestably,
what a poor creature man 1s, notwithstand-
ing the highest polish which he is capable
of receiving, without the knowledge and
experience of those satisfactions which true
religion yields ; and what egregious fools
all those persons are, who. squander away
their precious time, in what the world, by
a strange perversion of language, call plea-
sure.

I have enjoyed all the pleasures of this
world, and consequently know their futili-
ty, and do not regret their loss. I appraise
them at their real value, which in truth, is
very low ; whercas those who have not ex-
pcnenced always over-rate them. 'They
only see their gay outside, and are dazzled
with their glare; ; but I have been behind
the scenes. It is a common notion, and
like many common ones, a very false one,
that those, who have led a life of plemare
and business, can never be easy in retire-
ment ; whereas I am persuaded that they

()
O
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are the only people who can, if they have
any sense and reflection.—They can look
back without an evil eye upon what they
from knowiedge despise ; others have al-
ways a hankering after what they are not
acquainted with. I look upon all that has
passed, as one of those romantic dreams
that opium commonly occasions, and I do
by no means desire to repeat the nauseous
dose, for the sake of the fugitive dream.—
When I say that I have no regret, I do not
mean that I have no remorse ; for a life
either of business, or still more of pleasure,
never was, and never will be, a state of in-
nocence. But God, who knows the strength
of human passions, and the weakness of
human reason, will, it is to be hoped, ra-
ther mercifully pardon, than justly punish,
acknowledged . errors. I have been as
wicked and as vain, though not so wise s
Solomon : but am now at last wise enough
to feel and attest the truth of his reflection,
that all is vanity and vexation of spirits
This truth is never sufficiently discovered
or felt by mere speculation: expericnce in
this case is necessary for conviction, though
perhaps at the cxperience of some morality.
My health 1s always bad, though some-
times hetter and sometimes worse; and
niy deafness deprives mc of the comforts
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of society, which other people have in their
illnesses. ‘This vou must allow, is an un-
fortunate latter end of life, and consequent-
ly a tiresome one; but I must own too,
that it is a sort of ballance to the tumultu-
ous and imaginary pleasures of the former
part of it. I consider my present wretched -
old age as a just compensation for the
follies, not to say, sins of my youth. At
the same time I am thankful that I feel
none of those torturing ills, which frequent-
ly attend the last stage of life; and I flatter
myself that I shall go off quiety, and with
vesignation. My stay in this world cannot
be long: God, who placed me here, only
knows when he will order me out of it;
but whenever he does, I shall willingly
obey his command. I wait for it, imploring
the mercy of my Creator, and deprecating
his justice. The best of us must trust to
the former, and dread the latter.—I think
I am not afraid of my journey’s end; but
will not answer for myself, when the object
draws very near, and is very sures For
when one does sce death near, let the best
or the worst people say what they please,
1t is a serious consideration. The divine
attribute of mercy, which gives us com-
fort, capnot make us forget the attribute
of justice, which must blend some fears
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with our hope.——Lite, is neither a burden
nor a pleasure to me ; but a certain degree
of ennui necessarily ‘attends that neur-l
state, which makes me very willing to part
with it, when He who placed me here,
thinks fit to call me away. When I reflect,
however, upon the pocr remainder of any
life, I look upon it as a burden that ndust
every day grow heavier, from the natural
progression of physical ills, the usual com-
ions of increasing years ; an< my reason
tells me, that I should wish for the end of
it ; but instinct, often stronger than reason,
and perhaps oftener in the right, :nakes me
take all proper methods to put 1t off. ‘This
innate sentiment alone makes me bear life
‘with patience : for I assure you I have no
farther hopes, but, on the contrary, many
fears from it. None of the primitive Ana-
choretes in the Theebais could be more
detached from life than I am. I consider
1t as one who is wholly unconcerned in it;
and even when I reflect upon what I have
seen, what I have heard, and what 1 have
done myself, I can hardl\' persuade myself
that all the frivolous hurrv and bustle, and
pleasures of the world, had any reality, but
they seem to have been the dreams of rest-
less nights. This philosophy, however, I
thank God, neither makes me sour nor
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melancholy ; I see the folly and absurdity
of mankind, without indignation or pee-
vishness. I wish them wiser, and conse-
quently better than they are.”

The letters of this nobleman which ‘he
wrote 0 his son, contain positive evidence,
that, with ail his honours, learning, wit,
politeness, he was a thorough Bad man,
with a heart full of deceit and uncleanness.
Those letters have been a pest to nations.
It may be questioned whether Rochester’s
poems ever did more harm. This noble-
man was accounted, not only the most po-
lite and well-bred man of his time, but the
greatest wit.

'This is the Bfe, these are the mortifying
acknowledgments, and this is the poor
sneaking end of the best bred man of the
age! Not one word about Mediator! He
acknowledges, indeed, his frailties; but
vet in such a way as to extenuate his offen-
ces. One would suppose him to have been
an old heathen philosopker, that had never
heard the name of Jesus, rather than a
penitent christian, whose life had abounded‘
with a variety of vices.
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ALTAMONT.

Says Dr. Young, the sad evening before
the death of the noble Altamont, I was with
him. No one was there, but his physician,
and an intimate friend whom he loved, and
whom he had ruined. At my coming in,
he said ;—*You and the physician, are
come too late. I have neither life, nor
hope. You both aim at miracies. Yow
would raise the dead.”—Heaven I said was
mercifui. “ Or I could not have been thus
guilty. What has it not done to bless, and
to save me :-—I have been too strong for
omnipotence ! I plucked down ruin!” I
said, The blessed Redeemere«—Hold ! hold!
vou wound me !—'This is the rock on whick
I split—I denied his name.” Refusing to
hear any thing from me, or take any thing
from the physician, he lay silent, as far as
sudden darts of pain would permit, till the
clock struck. Then with vehemence ; ¢ Oh,
time! time! it is fit thou shouldst strike
thy murderer to the heart.—How art thou
fled forever '—A month '—Oh, for a single
week ! I ask not for years; though an age
were too little for the much I have to do.”
On my saying, we could not do too much:
that heaven was a blessed place—* 8o
much the worse. *Tis lost '~~Heaven 1s to
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me the severest part of hell " Soon after
1 propesed prayer.—* Pray you that can.
I never prayed. I cannot pray-—Nor need
1. Is not heaven on my side already? It
closes with my conscience. Its severest
strokes but second my own.” His friend
being much touched, even to tears, at this—
who could forbear? 1 could not ;—with a
most affectionate look he said : “Keep those
tears for thyself. I have undone thee.—
Dost weep for m:>? That’s cruel.—What
can pain me more .’ Here his friend, too
much affected, would have left him. ¢ No,
stay. Thou still mayest hope. 'Therefore
hear me. How madly have I talked ? How
madly hast thou listened and believed ? But
look on my present state, as a full answer
to thee, and to myself. This body is all
weakness and pain; but my soul, as if
strung up by torment to greater strcngth
and spirit, is full powerful to reason, full
mighty to suffer. And that which thus
triumphs within the jaws of mortality is
doubtless, immortal.—And, as tor a deity,
nothing less than an Almighty could inflict
what I feel.”—I was about to congratulate
this passive, involuntarv confessor on his
asserting the two prime articles of his creed,
extorted by the rack of nature; when he
thus said, very passionately: “No, no! let
x




242 EXEMPLIFICATION.

me speak on. 1 have not long to speak.—
My much injured friend ! my soul, as my
body, lies in rutns ; and scattered fragments
of broken thought: remorse for the past,
throws my thoughts on the future. Worse
dread of the future, strikes it back on the
past. 1 turn, and turn, and find no ray.
Dadst thou feel the mountain that is on me,
thou wouldst struggle with the martyr for
his stake, and bless heaven for the flames:
that is not everlasting flame ; that is not an
unquenchable fire.” How were we struck?
Yet, soon after, still more. With what an
eye of distraction, what a face of despair,
he cried out ; “ My principles have poison-
ed my friend ; my extravagance has beg-
gared my boy,; my unkindness has mur-
dered my wife ! And is there another hell?
Oh ! thou blasphemed, yet most indulgent,
diord God ! Hell is a refuge, if it hides me
from thy frown.”

Soon after his understarding failed. His
terr:fied imagination uttered horrors not to
be repeated, or ever forgotten. And ere the
sun arosc, the gay, young, noble, ingenuous;
and most wretched Altamont expired.

It is not easy for imagination itself to
form a more affecting representation of a
death-bed scene than that of this noble
vouth,
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CASE OF A GENTLEMAN,

Says the Rev. D. Simpson, who was an
eyc and ear witness, and also saw his body
borne to the grave,—I found him no more
that sprightly and vivacious son of joy
which he¢ used to be; but languishing,
pining away, and withering under the chas-
tising hand of God. “His limbz feeble and
trembling : his countenance forlorn and
ghastly ; and the littde breath he had left,
sobbed out in sorrowful sighs! his body
hastening apace to the dust, to lodge in the
silent grave, the land of darkness and deso-
lation. His soul just going to God who
gave it ; preparing itself to wing away unto
its long home ; to enter upan an unehunge-
able and eternal state. “When ¥ was come
up into his chamber, and had seated my-
self on his bed, he first cast a wishful look
upon me, and then began as well as he was
able to speak : “Oh! that 1 had beer. wise,
that § had known this, that I had consider-
ed my latter end. Ah! death is knocking’
at my doors: in a few hours more T shall
draw my last gasp ; and then judgment, the
tremendous judgment! How' shail ¥ an-
pear, unprepared as 1 am, before the all-
krowing and omnipotent God: How shall
Y endure the day of his coming !” When I
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mentioned among many other things, that
strict holiness, which he had formerly so
slightly esteemed, he replied with a hasty
eagerness : ** Oh! that holiness is the only
thing I now long for. I would gladly part
with ali my estate, large as it is, or a world
to obtain it. Now my benighted eyes are
enlightened, I clearly discern the things
that are excellent. ‘What is there in the
place whither I am going but God? Or
what 1s there to be desired on earth but
religion {”’—But if this God should restore
you to health, said -k, think you that you
should alter your former course ! “ [ call
heaven and earth to witness,” said he, “T
would labour for holiness, as I shall soon
labour for life, As for riches and plea-
sures, and the applauses of men, 1 account
them as dross and dung, no more to my
happiness than the feathers that lic on the
floor. Oh'! if the righteous Judge would
try me once more ; if he would but repricve
and spare me a little longer; in- what a
spirit would I spend the remainder of my.
days ! I would know no other business, aim
at no other end, than perfecting myself in
holiness. Whatever contributed to that;
every means of grace, every opportunity of
spiritual improvement, should be dearer to
me, than thousands of gold and sllver. But
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alas! why do I -amuse myself with fond.
imaginations ! 'The best resolutions are
now insignificant, because they are too late,
The.day in which I should have worked is
over and gone, and I see a sad, horrible.
night approaching, bringing with it the.
blackness of darkaess for ever. Heretofore,
voe is me! when God called, I refused;
when he invited, I was one of them that
made excuse. Now, therefore I meet the
reward of my deeds ; fearfulness and trem-.
bling have come upon me : I smart, and.
am in sore anguish already ! and vet this
is but the beginning of sorrows ! it doth not
yet appear what I shall be ; but sure I shall
be ruined, undone, and destroyed with an
everlasting destruction !’

ANTITHEUS.

Cumberland, gives us a most mournful:
tale concerning a gentleman of nfidel-prin-.
ciples. ‘I remember him, in the height
of his fame, the hero of his party ; no mar
so caressed, followed and applaudedi: hés
was a-little loose, his friends would owny
in bis- moral character, but then he was the:
honestest fellow in the world ; (%t was nov
to be demied, that he was riher free in his
notions, but then he was the.best creatwre

X 2
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living. I have seen men of the gravest
character wink: at bis sallies ; because.he
was so pleasant and so well bred, it.was
impossible to be angry with him. Every
thing went wel with hm, and  Antitheus
scemed to be at the summit of human pros-
perity, when he was suddenly seized with
the most alarming symptoms ; he was athis
country house, and which had rarely hap-
pened to him, at that time alone ; wiie or
family he had nore, and out of the mulu-
tude of his friends no one happened to be
near him at the moment of his attack. ‘A
neighbouring physician was called out of
bed in the night to come to him with all
haste in this extremity : he found him sit-
g up in his bed supported by pillows, his
countenance full of horro., his breauh sirug-
gling as in the article of death, his pulse
Intermitting, and at times beating with such
rapidity as could harldly be counted. An-
uthcus dismissed the attendants he had
about him, and eagerly demanded of the
physician, if he.thought him in danger;
thé physician answerced that he must fairly
q:ll him he was in emincnt danger.— Jow
! how sd ! do you think me dying ?—He
was sorry to-say, the symptoms indicated
death.—Imposs«ible ! you must not let me
dic: . Iduare not die: O doctor ! suve me if
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uou can.—~Your situation, sir. is such, that
it is not in mine, or any other man’s art, te
save you: and 1 think I should not do my
duty, if I gave you any false hopes in these
moments, which, if I am not mistaken, will
not more than suffice for any worldly or
other concerns, which you may have upon
your mind to settle.— My mind is full of
harror, and I am incapable of preparing it
Jor death.—He now fell into an agony, ac-
companied with a shower of tears ; a cordial
was administered, and he revived in a dc-
gree ; when turning to the physician, wao
had his fingers upon his pulse, he eagerly
demanded of him, if ke did not see that
blood upon the feet-curtain of his .bed.
T'here was none to be seen, the physician
assured him ; it was nothing but a vapour
of his fancy.—1 see it pluinly, in the slhape
of a human hand: I have been visited with
a tremendous aparition. As I was lying
slecpless in my bed this night, Itook up a
letter of a diseased fricid, to dissipate cer-
tain thoughts that made me uneasy : I be-
lieved him to be a great philoscpher, and
was converted to his opinions : persuaded
by his arguments and my own experience,
that the disorderly affuirs of this evil world
wow.d rot be administered by aniy wise, just
or provident being, I had brought myself
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to think that no such being could extst, and
that a kfe produced by chance, must termi-
nate in annihtlation ; this is the reasoning
of that letter, and such were the thoughts ;
was resslving in my mind, when the appa-
rition of my dear friend presented itself
before me; and unfoiding the curtains of
my bed, stood at my feet, looking earnestly
upon me far a_constderable space of time.
My heart sunk within me ; for his face was
&hastly, full of horror, with an expression
of such ain anguish as I can never describe;
his eyes were fixed upon ine, and at length
with a mournful motion cf his head—Alas,
alas ! he creed, we are in a fatal exror !—
and taking hold of the curtains with his
hand, shook them viclently and disappeared.
This 1 protest to ycu, I both saw and
heard; and look ! where the print of his
hand is left in blood ugon the curtains !”

Antitheus survived the relation of this
vision very few hours, and died delirious
in great agonies.

What a forsaken and disconsolate crea-
ture is man without his God and Saviour.

 ROUSSEAU

Was born at Geneva ; and, at a proper age,
was bound apprentice to an artist. During

his apprenticeship he frequently robbed his
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master as well as other persons. Before
his time was expired he decamped, fled in-
to the dominions of the king of Sardinia,
where he professed to- uz a catholic. By
an unexpected turn of fortune he became 2
footman; in which capacity he forgot not
his old habit of stealing. lle was detected
with tie stolen goods ; swore that they were
given him by a-maid servant of the house;
the girl was confronted with him ; she de-
pied the fact, and, we-ping, pressed him to
eonfess the truth ; but the young philoso-
pher still persisted in the lie, and the poor
gitl was driven from her place in disgrace.
Tired of being a serving man, he went to
throw himself on the protection of a lady,
whom he had seen once before, and who,
he protests, was the most virtuous creature
of her sex. The lady had so great a re-
gard for him, that she called him her little
darling, and he called her mamma. Mam-
ma had a footman, who served her besiaes,
in another capacity, very much re~c:tling
that of a husband ; but she had a most ten-
der affection for her adopted son Roasseau ;
and, as she feared he was forming connec-
tons with a certain lady which might spoil
his morals, she herself, out of pu-. virtue,
teok h:m—-to bed with her \=-This virtuous
effort to preserve the purity. of Roasseau’s
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heart, had a dreadful effcct upon the poor
footmadn, for he poisoned himself.—Rous-
seau fell sick, and mamma was obliged to
part with little darling, while he performed
a journey to the south of France, for the
recovery of his health. On the road he
dined with a gentleman, and debauched his
wife. As he was returning back, he debated
with himself whether he sbould pay his
Iady a second visit or not; but fearing he
might be tempted to seduce her danghter
also, virtue got the better, and dctermined
the little darling to fly home into the arms
of his mamma : but, alas ! those arms . were
filled with another. Mamma’s virtue had
prompted her to take a substitute, whom
she liked too well to part with, and our

hilosopher was obliged to shift for himself.
While the little darling resided with his
mamma, he made a tour with a young mu-
sician. Their friendship was warm, like
that of most young men, and they were,
besides, enjoined to take particular care of
each other during their ’ travels.—'They
went-for some time together, agreed per-
fectly well, and vowed an everlasting friend-
ship for each other. But the musician, be-
ing one day taken in a fit, fell down in the
street, which furnished the faithful Rous-
scau with -an opportunity of siipping off
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with some of his things, and leaving him to
the mercy of the peopie, in a town where
he was a total stranger.

We scldom meet with so much villainy
as this in a youth. His manhood was, how-
ever, worthy of it. He turned apostate a
second time, was driven from within the
walls of his native city Geneva, as an in-
cendiary, and an apostle. of amarchy and
infidelity : nor did he forget how to thieve,
At last the philosopher marrics ; but like a
philosopher. He has a family of children,
and like a kind phiiosophical father, for
fear they should want after his death, he
sends them to the poor-house during his
life time '—"The philosopher dies and leaves
the philosophress his wife to the protection
of a friend ; she marries a footman and is
turned into the street. .

This man has the impudence to say, in
the work written by himself, which contains
a confession of these his crimes, that no
man can come to the throne of God, and
say, I am a better man than Rousscau.

Notwithstanding the above circumstan-
ces, 1t must be owned that Rousseau’s wri-
tings have great literary merit, but they
contain principles the most vitiating. He
has exhausted all the powers of reasoning,
and all the charms of elcquence in the cause
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of irreligion. And his writings are so much
the more dangcrous, as he winds himself
into favour with the unwarv, by an eternal
cant about virtue and liberty. He assumed
the mask «f virtue for no other purpose
than that of propagating with more certain
success the black=st and most incorrigible
viee. | -
Rousseau expired with a lie in his mouth,
and the most impious appeal o the Divine
Being, that was ever made by mortal man.

“Ah! my dear,” said he just betfore he
expired, ‘ how happy a thing it is to die
when one has no reason for remorse or self-
reproach !’—And then addressing himself
to the Almighty, he said, “ Eternal Being!
the soul that I am going to give thee back,
1s as pure at this:moment, as it was when it
procecded from thec; render it a partaker
of thy felicity !
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OKELY.

Dr. Okely. published an octavo volume,
entitled, “ Pyrology, or the connection be-
tween natural and moral Philosophy, with
a Disquisition on the Origin of Christiani-

N

ty;” in which it was completely exploded,
together with the doctrine of a future state.

It has pleased God, howevez, to show Dr.
Okely, the vanity of his hllosophy and he
has done himself the honour to publish the
following manly renunciation of his errors: *

“ The author of Pyrology feels himself
irresistibly impelled to make known, that
he is now thoroughly convinced of the
moral government of God, the immortality

* There are other conversions in the present day
from deism to christianity, besides this of Dr. Okely.
Dr. Vaiiderkemp, a Dutch physician, was convinced
and recovered from infidelity by an dlarming provi-
dence, and devoted himself as a missionary for the
conversion of the Heathien. Captain Wilson is another
remarkable instancé, who, in gratitude to God for his
goodness to him, undertook to convey the missiona-
ries to the Southern Ocean, and has accomplished
the undertaking with great and surprising success,
without putting the Society to the smallest cxpense.

Henry Redhead: Yorke, who was sentenced to a
long imprisonment for sedition, is another instance
of a person, whose mind has undergone a great
change during his imprisonment, and he has heen
open and honest enough to avow it

Yy
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of the human soul, or future state, and of
the truth of Christianity in its fullest extent.
For his mvoluntary error he confidently
hopes to be pardoned by Almighty (xod
through the merits of Jesus Christ ; but at
the same time he thinks it his duty, in this
public manner to solicit the pardon ot his
readers for having, as much as in him lay,
though he trusis ineffectually, cortributed

to lead them astray.”

THOMAS PAINE.

THis grand champion of modern infidel-
ity, in whom its thoughtless abettors, placed
their last, best hopes, expired at New York,
in the year 18u9. No deist, so slcndcrl\
acquamted with his subject, had ever so
tatally succeeded to corrupt the generation
of his day, as Paine. Presumptuous, wit-
ty, and bad at heart, he was enabled by a
style at once popular and nervous, to sneer,
revile, and ridicule, with sad effuct, the
most sacred, and most valued truths.

One who had so maliciously aimed to
plunge his poisoned arrows. into the vitals
of christianity, and had so destructively
succeeded to dumuch the understindings
of the giddy, rash, and tumuitous pejulace,
(who ure ever bad enough, ¢ven under the
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restraints of Civil as well as Religious obli-
gations,) could not fail to call the attention
of the Christian world to his expiring mo-
ments. It was therefore generally antici-
pated that something signally awfid wauld
distinguish hic death : and so indeed there
was, though not in the manner most gene-
rally expected. Like one given up tc the
“ strongest delusions to believe a fie,” and
“ with a conscience seared as with an hot
aron”, he seemed, in his last illness to ac-
quire an awful insensibility to every thing
of a religious nature; or at best, seemed
most concerned, to keep out the intrusion
of those visitors, and those reflections,
which mostly press upon the sick and the
needy at the appro.ch of death. He there-
fore lingered out a dark and gloomy pe-
riod of several months, in a sullen, deter-
mined opposition, to every religious thought
or suggestion. 'The very name of Christ
was dreadful to his ear: whether from fear,
or from scorn, or from angulsh, is not so
certainly known. Tt is certain, he showed
a continued and marked hostility to the
Clerical character, and would not -endure
that any of them, under anv pretext, should
visit him. 'The Rev. Mr. Ketchum how-
ever, in the common garb of a citizen, suc-
ceeded to approach him, and to bring him
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mto some desultory conversation; but he
had no sooner drawn towards the object of
his visit, by indirecty naming the name of
Jesus, than the enraged nfidel, fired at the
sound, and lost to all sense of decorum,
actuallv drove him from his presence ! He
would not endure any expostulation. But,
though dreadful was the sound of that
name, whom he had pierced, yet he after-
wards actually repeatedly exclaimed in his
agonies of pain, in the presence of his
physician Doctor Manly, O, Lord help me,
O Jesus help me! Upon bung questioned
by the Doctor, as to his confidence in the
succour of that name, he would make no
veply. DBut being further urged, he said
with a previous thoughtful pause : “ ¥ have
no wish to believe on that subject.”*

It has been the opinion of those who had
the best means of seeing the last davs of
this hoary incendiary, that it was his labour
and. aim to maintain to his last, the appear-

* Doctor Manly, has written a letter explanatory
of his death. We arc informed by him, that when-
ever he fell into paroxysms of pain, w hich were fre-
quent hefore his death, he would cry out without
intermission, O Lord hc-lp me, O Jesus help me!
God help me, Jesus Christ help me, &c. His conduct
was as smgulm as his conversation was equivocal.
He would not be left alone night or day. He would
actually scream and holloa it left alonc but for one
moment.
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ance of firmness :nd undismay in his prin-

ciples. 'This false¢ and vainglorious pride,
was natural to such an heart ; and makes
the opinion extremely probable. But the
mquxetude and uncertainty consequent to
a mind so alienated from God, kept him
awakened to continued fear, lest his cou-
rage, which was forced and fluctuating,
might be overruled by his distrusting,

though feeble conscience, if he once sub-

mitted to hear the arguments which a

‘Christian could at such a time enforce.

«sides he tvas too conscious of his blas-
phe'ny againsi Christ to even Aope in his
name. He had therefore no alternative but
to sustain his character, or loose his wretch-

ed fame.

All concur in describing him as possessing
the most peculiarly awful visage that ever

| addened a dying bed. It was an unique

face ; possessing an assemblage of every
vitious and dismal passion. Tt was indeed
too terrific to suffer some who knew him,
to repeat their visits.

As he would never tolera*= any conversa-
tion respecting religion, so e died leaving
no other evidence behind him, than his
general aversion to Christ and his disciries.
He has now gone to his reward, where the

realities of eternity are made knowa to him.
v 2
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[Those who are curious to learn more of Paine,
may find enougt: in Cheetharu’s * hifc of Painc™ late-
Iy pubhshed te wrive them a complete disgust of his
character. M was insincere 2s a politician, was
too aspiring for aames and titles to be a real Repub-
lican, and was xn» habitual drunkard and a mest
disgusting slo.un. He was also avaricions, and basc in
the fulfilment of his pecuniary promiscs. In short,
he wasa compnma of all those vices which »re

erated in the breast of every infidel who wan-
tonly sets the :4vs of God at defiance. ]

e————

[ The names which follow, are such Unbe-
(ievers as reformed their Lives, and bore
their testtmony ¢o the truth.)

CHARLES GILDON,

Author of a book called the Oracles of
Reason, was convinced of the fallacy of his
own arguments against religion, and the
danger of his situation, by reading Leslie’s
Short Method with a Deist. He after-
wards wrote a defence of Revealed Rek:-
gion, cntitled the Deist’s Manual, and died
in the christian fuaith.

LORD LYTTLETON,

Author of the History of Henry the Second,
and Gilbert West, had both imbibed the
principlcs of unbelicf, and had agreed to-
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ther to write something in favour of in-
fidelity. T'c do this more effectually, they
judged 1t necessary to acquaint themselves

pretty well with the Bible. By the perusal
of that book, however, they were both con-
vinced of their error : both became converts
to the religion of Christ Jesus ; both took
up their pens and wrote in favor of it : the
former his Ubservations on tne Conversion
of St. Paul; the latter, his Observations
on the resurrection of Christ; and both
died in pe.ce.

Johnson tells us, that, ¢ Lord Ly*tieton,
in the pride of juvenile conﬁdencc, with the
“help of corrupt conversation, entertained
doubts of the truth of christianity ; but he
thought afterwards it was no longer fit to
doubt, or believe by chance, he therefore
applied himself seriously to the great ques-
ticn. His studies being honest, ended n
conviction. He found, that religion was
true, and, what he had learned, he endea-
voured to teach, by observations on the con-
version of St. Paul a treatise to which in-
fidelity has never been able to fabricate a
specious answer.”—Two days previous to
his dissolution, this great and good man
addressed his physician in these memorable
words :—** Doctor, you shall be my con-
iessor. When I first set out #m the world,
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I had friends who endeavoured to shake
my belief in the christian religion. I saw
difficulties which staggered me, but I kept
my mind open to conviction. The evidence
and doctrines of christianity, studied with
attcation, made me a most firm and per-
suaded believer of the christian religion. I
have made 1t the rule of my life, and—it is
the ground of my future hopes.”

PRINGLE,

One of the first characters of the present
age, though blessed with a religious educa-
tion, contracted the principles ct infidelity,
when he travelled abroad. But as he scorn-
ed to be an implicit believer, he was equal-
ly averse from being an implicit unbeliever.
He thevefore set himself to examine the
principles of the gospel of Christ, with all
caution and seriousness. The result of his
Investigation was, a full conviction of the
divine original and authority of the gospel.
"T'he evidence of revelation appeared to him
to be solid and invincible ; and the nature
of it to be such as demanded his warmest
&CC:21ANCC,.
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SOAME JENYNS,

By some means had been warped aside in-
to the paths of infidelity, and continued in
this state of mind several years. IFinding
his spirit, however, not at rest, he was in-
duced to examine the grounds upon which
his unbelief was founded. He discovered
his error ; was led to believe in the Saviour
of mankind ; and wrote a small treatise 1n
the defence of the gospel, entitled, a view
of the irternal evidences of christianity ; a
work worthy the perusal of every man, who
wishes to understand the excellency of
the religion which he professes.
OLIVER,

A famous phvsician, was a zealous unbc-
liever till within a short time of his death.
Being convinced of his error, and the dan-
ger of his situation, he bewailed his past
conduct with strong compunction of hcart,
and gave up his spirit at last, in confident
expectation of mercy from God, through
the merit of that Saviour, whom, for many
years, he had ridiculed 'nd opposed. “Oh,”
said he, ¢ that I could undo the mischief
that 1 have done! 1 was more ardent tc poi-
son people with the principles of irreligion
and unbelicf, than almost any christian can
be to spread the doctrines of Christ.”
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GENERAL DYKERN

Received a morial wound at the battle of
Bergen, in Germany, A. D. 1759. Hc was
of a noble family, and pussessed equal
abilities as a mimster in the closet, and a
general in the field, being favoured with a
hiberal education. daviag 'moweu the
principies of infidelity, he continued a pro-
fessed deist, till the time he received his
fatal wound. During his illness, however,
a great and effectual change was wrought
upon his mind by the power of divine grace,
and he died 1n the full assurance of faith,
gloryving in the alvation of Jesus, and won-
dering at the happy change which had
taken place in his soul.

. EARL OF ROCHESTER,

was a great scholar, a great noet, a great
sinaer, and a great penitent. s life was
wriiten by Burnct, and :is funcral sermon
w:s preachied and published by Mr. Par-
sons. Dr. Johnsom spesking of Burnet's
lifc of this nobleman, says, The eritic
eught to read .i for its el-gance, the phito-
sopher for its argument, and the saint for
its piety.”

His lordship, it appears, had advanced to
an uncommon height of viickedaess, having
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been an advocate in the black cause of
atheism, and an encomiast to Beelzcbub.
He had raked too in the very bottom of the
jakes of debauchery, and had been a satyrist
against religion itself. But when, like the
prodlgal in the gospel, he came to himself,
his mind was filled with the most extreme
horror, which forced sharp and bitter invec-
tives from him against himself; terming
himself the vilest wretch that the sun ever
shone unon ; wishing he had been a crawl-
ing leper in a ditch, a linkboy, or a beggar,
or had lived in a dungeon, rather than of-
fended God in the manner he had done.
Upon the first visit of Mr, Parsons to
him, cn Mav 25th, 1680, after a Journev
from the West, he found him labouring un-
der great wrouble of mind, and his con-
science full of terror.  The carl told him—
“When on bis journey, he had been argu-
ing with greater vigour aguinst God and
religion, than ever he had done_in his life-
time before, and that he had been resolved
to run them down with :ll the argument and
spite in the world; but like the great con-
vert, Paui. he found it Lard to kick against
‘God.” .3 this time, however, his heart
was so sowerfully affected, that he argued
as much tor God and religion, as ever he
had done against them.—Il¢ had such tre-
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mendous apprehensions of the Divine Ma-
jesty, mingled with such delightful contem-
plations of his nature and perfections, and
of the amiableness of religion, that he said,
—¢ I never was advanced thus far towards
happiuness in my life before; though upon
the commission of some sins extraordinary,
I have had some considerable checks and
warnings from within; but still I struggled
with them, and so wore them off again,
One day, at an atheistical meeting in the
house of a person of quality, I undertook to
manage the cause, and was the principal
disputant against God and religion; and
for my performances received the applause
of the whole company.—Upon this my
mind was terribly struck, and I immediately
replied thus to myself—* Good God, that
a man that walks upright, that sees the
wonderful works of (God, and has the use
of his senses and reason, should use them
to the defying of his Creator !—But though
this was a good beginning towards my con-
version, to find my conscience touched for
my sins, yet it went off again: nay, all my
life long, I had a secret valuc and reverence
for an honest man, and loved morality in
others. But I had formed an odd scheme
of religion to myself, which would solve all
that God or conscience might force upon
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me yet I was never reconciled to the busi-
ness of christianity ; nor had I that reve-
rence for the gospel of Christ, which I
ought to have had.”

"T"his state of mind continued till the fifty-
third chapter of Isaiah was read to him, to-
gether with some other parts of the sacred
scriptures; when it pleased God to fill his
mind with such peace and joy in believing,
that it was remarkable to all about him, up-
on which he used to enlarge in a very fami-
liar and affectionate manner, applying the
whole to his own humiliation and encour-
agement. |

“ () blessed God, would he say, “can
such a horrid creature as I am be accepted
by' thee, who have denied thy Being, and
contemned thy power? Can there be mer-
cy and pardon for me? Will Goc own such
a wretch as I?”
~ In the iniddle of his sickness he said still
farther :—*¢ Shall the unspeakable joys of
heaven be conferred on me? O mighty Sa-
viour, never but through thine infinite love
and satistaction! O never but by the pur-
chase of thy blood !”—adding—* tnat with
all abhorrence he reflected upon iiis former
life—that from his heart he repented of all
that folly and madness of which h¢ had been
guilty.”

7
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He had a strong and growing esteem far
the sacred scriptures, and evidently saw
their divine fulness and excellency : ¢ For,
having spoken to his heart, he acknow-
ledged, all the seeming absurdities and con-
tradictions fancied by men of corrupt and
reprobate judgments, were vanished; and
the excellency and beauty of them appeared
conspicuously, now that he was come to re-
ceive the truth in the love of it.”

During his illness he had a hearty con-
cern for the pious education of children,
wishing ¢ his son might never be a wit; one
of those wretched creatures who pride them-
selves in abusing God and religion, deny-
ing his Being or his Providence; but that
he might become an honest man; and of a
truly religious character, whigh only could
be the support and blessing of his family.”

One of his companions coming to see him
on his death-bed, he said to him :—* O re-
member that you contemn God no more.
He is an avenging God, and will visit you
for your sins; and will; T hope, in mercy
touch your conscience, sooner or later, as
he has done mine.~You and I have been
friends and sinners together a great while,
therefore 1 am the more free with you.—
We have been all mistaken in our conceits
and opinions; our persuasions have been
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false and groundless; therefore I pray God
grant you repentance.”

When he drew towards the last stage of
his sickness, he said, *“ If God should spare
me yet a little longer time here, I hope to
bring glory to his name, proportionably to
the dishonour I have done to him in my
whole life ; and particularly by my endea-
vours to convince others, and to assure
them of the danger of their condition, if
they continued impenitent ; and to tell them
how graciously God hath dealt with me.”

And when he came within still nearer
views of dissolution, about three or four
days before it, he said,—* I shall now die:
but, Oh; what unspeakable glories do I see!
What joys, beyond thought or expression
am I sensible of! I am assured of God’s
mercy to me through Jesus Christ! Oh!
how I long to die, and to be with my Sa-
viour!” -

For the admonition of others, and to undo
as much as was in his power, the mischief
of his former conduct, he subscribed the
following recantation, and ordered it to be
published after his death:

¢ For the beneft of all those, whom I may
have drawn into sin by my e¢xample and en-
couragement, 1 leave to the world this my
last declaration: which 1 deliver in the
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preseice of the great God, who xnows the
s=crets of ail hearis, and belore whom I
am now appeariag to be judged; “That
from the bottom of my soul 1 detest and
abhor the whole course of my former wick-
ed life ; tha: [ think I can never sufiicientdy
admire the goodaess of God, who has given
me a true sense of my pernicious opinions
and vile practices, by which I have hitherto
lived without hope, and without Go¢ i
the world : have been an open encmy to
Jesus Christ, doing the utmost despite to
the holy Spirit of grace; and the greatest
testimony of my charity to such, is to wam
them, in the name of God, as they regard
the welfare of their immortal souls, no more
to deny his Being or his Provndence, or
despise his goodness ; no more to make a
mock of sin, or contemn the pure and ex-
cellent religion of my ever-blessed Redeem-
er, throingh whose merits alone, I, one of
the greatest of sinners; do yet hopc for
mercy and forgiveness. Amen.”

DUNCOMB COLCHESTER.

The case of Ducomb Colchester was
somewhat like this of Rochester. He was
a gentleman of excellent parts, a generous
spirit, and undaunted courage. iaving,
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however, spent many vears in sundry ex-
travagances, he was at i-ngth, by a long
and painful sickness, brougbt to a very
sericus sense of the excellency of religion,
and of his own great sin and folly in the
neglcct and contempt of it. He accordmg-
ly, by way of making scme small reparation
for the mischief he had done by his wick-
edness, drew up an address to his friends
and the public, somewhat like to the above
of Rochcster, signed by d:ivers witnesses,
and caused it to be read in two neighbour-
‘ny churches, ard spread abroad among all
his friends and neighbours througn the
country, as extensively as he was able.

GEORGE VILLIERS,

Duke of Buckingham, was the richest man,
and one of the greatest wits in: the court of
Charles IT ; and yet such were his vices
and extravaganecs, that before he died, he
was reduced to poverty and general con-
tempt. In this situation, however, he
seems to have been brought to a sense of his
folly, and the danger of his condition, from
the letter which he wrote to Dr. Barrow,

of whom he had an hlgh opinion, on hxs
death bed ; and which is worthy the atten-
tion of every man i nleasure and dissipa-
tion.

% 2
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* Dear Doctor,

I always looked upon you as a man of
true virtue : and know you to be a person
of sound judgment. For, however I may
act in opposition to the -principles of re-
ligion, or the dictates of reason, I can
honestly assure you, I had always the high-
est veneration for both. The world and 1
may shake hands ; for I dare affirm, we are
heartily -weary of each other. O what a
prodigal have I been of the most valuable
of all possessions, time ! I have squandered
it away, with a persuasion it was lasting;
and now, when a few days would be worth
a hecatomb of worlds, I cannot flatter my-
selt with & prospect of half a dozen hours.
How despicable is that man who never
prays to God, but in the time of his dis-
tress ! In what manner can he supplicate
that omnipotent Being in his afiction, with
reverence, whom in the tide of his pros-
perity, he never remembered with dread?
Do not brand me with infidelity, when ¥
tell you, I am almost ashamed to offcr up
my petitions to the throne of grace; or of
imploring that divine mercy in the next
world, which I have so scandalously abused
in this. Shall injjratitude to man be looked
on as the blackest of crimes, and not in-
gratitude to Ged? Shall an insult offered
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to the king be looked on in the most offcn-
sive light; and vet no notice taken when
the King of kings is treated with indignity
and disrespect? The companions of my
former libertinism would scarce believe
their eyes, were vou to show them this
epistle. They would laugh at me as a
dreaming enthusiast, or pity me as a tirno-
rous wretch, who was shocked at the ap-
pearance of futurity. ‘I'hev are more en-
titled to my pity than mv resentment. A
future state may very well strike terror in-
to any man who has not acted well in this
iife : and he must have an uncommon share
of courage indeed, who does not shrink at
the presence of his God.  You see the ap-
prehensions cf death, will soon bring the
most profligate to a proper vuse of their
understanding. I am haunted by remorse,
despised by my acquaintance, and, I fear,
forsaken by my God. 'There is nothing so
dangcrous, as extraordinary abilitics. I
cannot be accused of vanity now, by being
sensible that I was once possessed of un-
commot quzlifications ; as I sincerely re-
gret that I ever was blest with any at all.
My rank mn life still made these accom-
plishments more conspicuons; and, fasci-
nated with the general applause which they
procurcd, I never considered about the




272 EXEMPLIFICATION.

proper mezns by which they should be dis-
plaved. Hence, to purch'xs(, a smile from
a blockhead whom 1 despiscd, 1 have fre-
quently treated the virtuous with disre-
spect ; and sported with the holy name of
heaven, to obtain a laugh from a parcel of
fools, who were entitled to nothing but my
contempt. Men of wit look on themseives
as discharged from the duties of rehgion;
and confine the doctrines of the Gospel to
people of meaner understandings; and look
on that man to be of narrow genius who
studies to be good. What a pity that the
holy writings are not made the criterion of
true judgment '—Favour me with a visit
as soon as possible.  Writing to you gives
me some ease. I am of opinion this is the
last visit I hail ever solicit from you. My
distemper is powerful. ©Come and pray
for the departing spirit of the unhappy
Buckinguam.”

DILLONX,

Earl of Roscommon, contemporary with
Buckingham, was also a man of consider-
able lcammg and abilitics, but a man of
cissipation and licentious principles. He
addicted himself imrioderately to gaming,
by which he was engaged in frequent quar-
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reis and brought into no little disiress.
But, however we may be disposed to play
the devil when we are in no apparent dan-
gcr, there is a tqnc coming, when we chall

¢ all things in a more serious pom: of
view. Accordingly, we are told, at the
moment this merry notleman expired, he
was constrained to utter, with an energy
of voice that expressed the most ardent
devoticn—

*¢ My God, my Father, and myv Friend,
Do not forsake rne in tie end.”’

A NOBLEMAN.

We have also an uncorymon alarm giver
us 1n a letter from anothe nobleman on his
death-bed, to an mtimate comvanion ;

which no man can seriously read, and not
be dezply aflected.

¢ Dear Sir,

“ Before vou receive this, my final statc
will be determined by the judge of all the
earth. In afew days ar most, perhaps in
a few hours, the inevitable sentence will e
passed, that shall rzise m= to the heights of
happimess, or sink me to the depths of
miscry. While you read “hese lines, l shall
be cither groaning under the agonics of
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absolute despair, or triumphing in fuliness
of joy.

1t is impossible for me to express the
present disposition of my soul—the vast
uncertzinty I an struggling with! No
words can paint the force and vivacity of
my apprchensions. Every doubt wears the
face of horror, and would perfectly over-
whelm me, but icr some faint beams of
hope, which dart across the tremendous
gloom ! What torigue can utter the anguish
of a soul suspend=d between the extremes
of wfinite joy, and eternal miscrv? I am
throwing my last stake for etcirnmity, and
tremble and shedder for the important
event.

Good God! how have I eniployed my-
self ! what enchantment hath held me? In
what delirium hath my life been past?
What have I been doing, while the sun in
its race, and the stars in their courses, have
lent their beams, perhaps, only to light me
to perdition!

I never awakened till now. I have but
just commenced the dignity of a rotional
being. Tl this instant [ had a wrong ap-
prehension of every thing in nature. 1
have pursued shadows, and entertained
mysclt with dreans. 1 have been treasur-
ing up dust, and sporting myself with the
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wind. I look back on my past life, and
but for some memorials of guilt and infamy,
it is all a blank—a perfect vacancy! I

might have grazed with the beasts of the
ﬁeld, or sung with the winged inhabitants
in the woods to much better purpose, than
any for which I have lived. And oh! but
for some faint hope, a thousand times more
blessed had I been, to have slept with the
clods of the valley, and never heard the
Almighty’s fiat, nor waked into life at his
command !

I never had a just apprehension of the
solemnity of the part I am to act till now.
I have often met death insulting on the
hostile plain, and, with a stupid boast, de-
fied his terrors: with a courage as brutal
as that of the warlike horse, I have rushed
into the ficld of battle, laughed at the glit-
tering spear, and rejoiced at the sound of
the trumpet ; nor had a thought of any state
beyond the grave, nor the great tribunal to
which I must have been summoned ;

“ Where all m\ secret guilt had been reveal’d
Nor the minutest cnrcumstanca conceal’d.”

It is this which arms death with all its
terrors ; else I could still mock at fear, and
smile in the face of the gloomv monarch.
It is not giving wp mv breath ; it js not being
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forever insensible, that is the thought at
which I shrink : 1t is the terrible her:aiter,
the something beyond the grave at which
I recoil. 'I'nose great realities, which, in
the hours of mirth and vanity, I bave treated
as phanthoms, as the idle dreams of super-
stitious beings ; these start forth, and dare
me now in thelr most terrible demonstra-
tion. My awakened conscience feels some-
thing of that eternal vengeance I have cft-
en defied.

'To what heights of madness is 1t possi-
ble for human nature to reach? What ex-
travagance 1s it to jest with death! to laugh
at damnation ! to sport with eternal chains,
and recreate a jovial fancy with the scenes.
of infernal misery !

Were there no impiety in this kind of
mirth, it would be as ill-bred as to enter-
tain a dying friend with the sight of a har-
lequin, or the rchearsal of a faree. Every
thing in nature seems to reproach this levity
in human creatures. ‘T'he whole creation,
man excepted, is serious: man, who has
the highest reason to be so, while his affairs
of infinite consequence are depending on this.
short uncertain duration. A condemned
wretch may with as good a grace go danc-
ing to his execution, as thc greatest part of
mankind go on with such a thoughtless gay-
tv to their grave.
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Oh! with what horror do I recall those
hours of vanity which we have wasted to-
gether ! Return, ye lost neglected moments!:
How shouid U prize you above the Eastern
treasures ! Let me dwell with hermits ; let
me rest on the cold earth ; let me converse
in cottages ; may I baut once more stand a
candidate for an immortal crown, and have
my probation for celestial happiness.

Ye vain grandeursof a court! Ye sound-
ing titles, and perishing riches! what do
ye now signify ! what consolation, what re-
lief can ye give me ? I have a splendid pas-~
sage to the grave ; I die in state, and lan-

- guish under a gilded canopy ; I am expir-
ing on soft and downy pillows, and am
respectfully attended by my servants and
physicians : my dependents sigh, my sisters
weep, my father bends beneath a load of

- years and grief ; my lovely wife pale and

silent, conceals her inward anguish; my
fnend who was as my own soul, suppresses
his 51ghs, and leaves me to his secret grief.

But, oh! who of these will answer my

sumnons at the high tribunal? Who of them
will - bail me from the arrests of -death?

Who will descend into the dark prison of

the grave for me?
Here they all leave me, after having paid

a few idle ceremonies to the breathless clav

A Q
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which perhaps may lie reposed m state,
while my soul, my only conscious part, may

stand trembling before my judge.

My afflicted frieads, it is very probable,
mth great solemnity wiil lay the senseless
corpse in a stately monament, inscribed

with,
Here lies the Grcat

But could the pale carcase speak, it would
soon reply :—

False marble, where ?
Nothing but poer sordid dust lies here !

While some flattering panegvric is pro-
nounced at my interment, I may perhaps
be hearing my just condemnation at a su-
pertor tribunal ; where an unerring verdict
may sentence me to everlasting infamy.
But I cast myself on his absolute mercy,
through the infinite merits of the Redeemer
of lost mankind. Adieu, till we meet in the

world of spirits.”
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LACKINGTON.

This man, celebrated as the greatest book-
seller in the world, as well as for the many
and large editions of his own “ Memoirs,”
written generally to bring Religion, particu-
larly the more spiritual part of it, into ridi-
cule and disrepute, furnishes us with a very
remarkable exhibition of the power of Di-
vine Grace. These “Memoirs,” and his
subsequent * Confessions” of remorse and
repentaace, display in a very conspicuous
manner, why and Aow, men can contemn
the truth : and how confused and ashamed
they may be by Grace, at their supposed
best and most extolled sinful performances.

From a very humble origin, he rosc
through the zssistance of religious friends,
to an elevation seldom equalled in men of
his low sphere and scanty education. Being
of an acute and enquiring mind, he read
with eager avidity an astomshmg variety
of books, which by a very tenacious memo-
rv, soon gave mm a stock of knowledge,
which because not well chosen, nor received
with becoming humility, puffed up his as-
piring vanity, till like a full blown bladder
it burst in infidelity. He¢ had in humbler
life, when he nceded the consolations of
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the Spirit, been an engaged and sincere
christian ; but from the causes just men-
tioned, and an inattention to the seductions
which a flattering world can use, he lost
not only his sense of Religion, but even
became so forgetful, perve rted and base,
as to write his “ memoirs” on purpose to
vilify and disparage that same religion he
had professed and enjoyed. So true it is,
-as he himself afterwards confessed, that
men can forget that they ¢ were purged
from their sins,” and can like Peter, even
curse and swear, that * they know not the
man.” In doing this, he hoped to have
effected much by slandering the character
of the Rev. Mr. W esley, his former bene-
factor; so ungrateful is infidelity! But in
process of time, Mr. Wesley dicd, and his
“life and death” being published, Mr. Lack-
ington was induced to loak into it, that he
might ascertain how he died. In reading
this Book, behold how strange are the
ways of Providence ! he felt himself alter-
nately ¢ delighted, confounded, instructed
and troubled. > T'hat divine power (savs he,
in his ¢ confessions,””) which has been felt by
thousands under the preaching of Mr.
Wesley and his preachers, ¢gain humbled
me in the dust. I sunk down at the feet
of Christ and washed them with my ¢tears.
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Sorrow, joy and love, were sweetly mingl-d
together in my soul. “ X was now con-
vinced that the pardoning love of % od
which was first manifesicdto my scul, was
a divine reality, and not the eflect of a
heated imagination.”

From that time as the reading world all
knows, he has been doing his utmost, by
the publication of Religious fracts and the
spread of his recantations, to atone for his
wretched endeavours to vilify the power
and efficacy of the most Holy Scriptures.

Every infidel ought to read Lackington'’s
“ Confessions.” 'They are a mirror, in
which they may often see themselves re-
flected ; particularly if they have previously
read his conceited and reproachful ¢ me-
moirs.”

CONCLUSION.

THE patient reader, who has accompanied
us to a close, must now determine for him-
self, whether the Religion of Jesus be a
divine reality, or a base imposition upon the
credulity of mankind.

The comparison of the lives and deaths
of sinners and of saints, sufficiently demon-
strate the superior degree of happiness en-
loyed by the christian. If it be a delusion,
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facts still declare, that no such measure ot
joy and transport eacircle the ianguishing
bed of the infidel. Even that clegant ge-
nius, the aspiring, disappointed, young
Chatterton, (who impiously terminated his
own existence ) could not forbear, as a token
of his best wishes to a friend, to wish him
¢ 3]l the consolations which the christian
Religion affords to those who can bclieve
it, bui of which (alluding tc his own sup-
posed superior sagacity) / can have none.”
Those who are still incredulous, we aw-

fully fear, will discover their error when it
1s forever too late to remedyv it. 'The error
of such an one’s judgment will not serve his
defence ; it will be proved to be nothing
short of the depravity of his hicart. Those
who remain firm and unshaken in their in-
fidelity, under the still small voice of peace-
ful reason and the ordinary teachings of
grace, must be considered as hopeless, un-
less awakened from their dream of damn-
ing illusion, by the tremenduous thunders
of Mount Sinai !

“ Since then we die but once, and after death

Th’ immortal spirit goes

To endless jovs, or cverlasting woes ;

#ise 1s the man, who libnurs to sceure

‘The mighty wnd miportnt stuke.”

I'INIS,




ERRATA.

age 05,—1st line—carnauan read incarnation.

80, 13th ,, aftertiie werds “ Bible revelation”
rcad in parentheses, (the necessity for whick
is not, however, the less to be required).

,s 100, 15th line—read, to Feel is to be fir'd.

. 138, 17th do.—from, read, on Coraclius.

»
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