«« A DisserTaTioNn on the political Union
and Conftitution of the Thirteen United
States of NORTH-AMERICA.
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With {ome brief OBSERVATIONS,

W hether all the Weftern Lands, not actually purchafed
or conquered by the Crown of GREAT-BRITAN, aptece-
dent to the late Ceflion, made to the Thirteen United
States of NoRrRTH- AMERncA ought not to be confidered

" as ceded to the Thirteen States jointly---And whether all

the confifcated Eftates of thofe People, by fome termed

Loyalifis, are to be confidered as forfeited to the States

in which they were refident, or to all the States included
in the Confederation.
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Tothe Freemen and Citizens of the State
| of Conneéticut.

GENTLEMEN,

FEAHERE has lately appeared A4 Differtation on the politi=

¥  cal Union, and Conftitution of the Thirteen United States
of North-dmerica, written by a Citizen of Philadelphia,
which (for political reafons 1 conclude,) has been reprinted
in this ftate ; which pamphlet contains maxims and {enti-
ments inconfiftent with, and {fubver{ive of the jovereignty,
[freedom and independence of thele ftates, calculated tofubvert
our happv conftitution, and to introduce a {yftem or form
of government more fovereign, arbitrary and defpotic. 1have
waited with 1mpatience for {fome abler pen to detect and ex-
pole the fecret defigns of this aathor. None appearing,
I now prefent you with the remarks I made, when I firft
read that Differtation.-

But before I enter upon that fubje&t I would juit obferve
to you, that in founding this new and rifing empire, we
ought carefully to avoid thofe errors which have brought
ruin on our Parent State.

T'he national debt of Great-Britain is become {o immenfe-
. ly large, that it is not in her power any longer to enflave us,
or to tyrannize over the nations of Europe; which has been
accumulated by granting exorbitant falaries to the officers
of the crown, and fupnorting a hoft of placesnen and penfion-
ers, that fince the laft war, the intereft of the national debc
will not admit of any abatement of taxes; but on the other
hand, new ones mut be devited, or additions made to tor-

mer taxes for the fupport of government 1n peace, which
ik
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muft diftrefs the poor--drive out many of their manufac.
turers and ufeful members of {ociety--fink the value of their
lands, it .not bring on national bankruptcy ; and fuch ag
cannot fesk an afylum elfewhere, muf fink down into the
moft abject ftate of vaflalage and flavery—And the fame
c;uffs will produce the fame effe&ts in every region unde
the fun. ﬁ-

Inthe firf place therefore, if we would aveid their fare)
Jet us carefully avoid thofe meafures which have broughl{
on her ruin.— Rome no {ooner became luxuricus, but (he lofl,
-her liberty, which was every thine worth preferving. —Higl
falaries and emoluments of office do not always convyy;
“wijdom, prudence, and fRill in the arts of government.—Luxu.:
vy 1n thofe who govern, will contaminate the body of the
-people, and fraud, injuftice and oppreflion will be introduc:
¢d among the commeon people, to {upply the want of the
‘revenues of office among the great.—In order thercfore to
przventany further the accumulation of our debt, contract.f
“ed during the war, it would be more to the honour of the
- {tates, to copy after the prudent ceconomy of the States of:
Holland while they were loaded with a heavy debrt, than t¢
“swimic the pomp, or aflume the parade and pegeantry of the
“courts of FExnrope.

In the wext place, 1f we would {upport our national credit
abroad, and regain that confidence which ought forever to
" be put in public credit at benre, let us be juf--do firict juf
“tice both to the officers and {oldiers of our brave army, who:
have forgbe, bled and fuffered, in the caufe of their country;!
“make fpeedy and ampile provifion for the payment of the
intereft, and inking the principle both of our #national and
'~ sivernal debt, as {oun as they can be adjufted, and afcertain
ed to fatisfaiion---which will fecure us the favour and pro--

tection of heaven, and make us refpeltable both at home
“and abroad.
| Our
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- QOur public debt although large, with proper ‘ceconomy
may be difcharged in the compafs ef a few years, without
diftiefling the {tates, provided the feveral legiflatures adopt
meafures to draw out their wealth, without difgufting them
to {uch adegree, as to refufe fubmiffion---which will be
the greateft calammnty that can befal us, which a careful exa-
mination of the expenditure of public monies, and ftritly
calling to account all public defaulters, will have the great-
eft tendency to prevent.---The confternation into which
thefe {tates were thrown, by this bloody, cruel and unnatural
war, will and ought to bea {ufficient excufe for the expen-
diture of large fums to little or no profit.---But all ¢rimina/
defaulcters, who have appropriated public monies-to their
own private advantages, or to the aggrandizement of their
families, ought publicly to be ftigmatized with indeiibie
yeproacs.

A late writer has juftly oblerved, “That the art of fup-
porling gevernment, and maintaining authority is a delicate art,
and requires more circum(peciion than is generally thoughi necef-
fary : They who GOVERN are perbaps too much accuftomed to
bold men in CONTEMPT, and regard them too tauch as flaves,
Jubdycd and bent down by NATURE, while they arve' only fo by
HABIT ; if you lay on a NEW LOAND, lake care they do not fhake
2t off with FURY and with TNTEREST, forget not that the LE-
VER OF POWER, bas no other fupport than CPINION®; that the
power of thofe wha GOVERN is in reality but the power of thoje
who SUFFER GOVERNMENT. Remind not people fleeping in
twoeir charns, to lift up their eyes to truths toe terrible for you ,
and while th:y are OBEYING, bring not to their remembranee
tbeir right 1o COMMAND, when the moment of their roufing
fball avrive 5 when they fhall bave thought in earneft, that they
are nét made for their magiftrates, but ~their magiftrates
Jor them 5 when they [La'l once be able to bring themfelves to-
getber, o feel the communication of kindred minds 5 and to pro-
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notice with a voice unonimeus, we will not bave this low ;
ibis pratlice is offenfive, medium is no more 5 you muft be con-
Sirained, by an umavoidable alternative, either to punifh or to |
yield 5 eirher to be tyrannical, or weak, and your authority thence -
Jorward detcfied or defpifed.”’---To which I would only add--
riuman nature, vile as it is, (mankind are {o far convinced .
of the neceflity of civil government,) will fubmit to be go- .
verned by juft and equitable laws, but will b2 {tubborn 5
and fractious when they are unjuft, unreafonable and cp-
preflive---and in this confifts the art of governing, more .
eipecially a commeonwealth 3 and froru this quarter republi-
can rulers may look out to prevent trouble in due feafon,
betore it 1s too late.  Itiz an old f{aying, but a true one,
all men cannot judge, but they can all feel. Nothing will
produce a quicker fenfation among a free people, who have
been accoftomed to eating, drinking, ard being cloathed, than -
to be abridzed of thofe neceffary articles, for the private e-
molument of a few individuals.

It mult be acknow ledged the higheft wildom 1n thefe
ftates, to encourage and promote frugality, induftry, agricul-
ture,and our own mannfaZures 3 and to lupprefs by every
judicious meéafure, /uxury and diffipation of every kind. To
accomplifh thefe important views, I muft for my own part
highly approve ot an smpeff recommended by our honoura-
ble Continental Congrets, in which each ftate ought to be
uniforit as to the impoft impofed. But whether fuch an:
impoft laid by Congrefs, and collefted by officers by them -
appointed ; or to be collected by officers appointed by the :
authority of the {tate, accountable to our own legifliture, .
to be appropriated to the difcharging our quota of the na-
tional debt, ac {oon as the famé {hall be afcertained, or to be !
paid into the Continental treatury, to be applied to fuch-
ufes as they think proper, T muft fubmit to the good fenfe -
and integrity of the legiflature of the {tate, on which T think .
I can {afely rely. The
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The neceflaries of life are few and {imp'e---The conveni-
encies of life many---The luxuries of life ftill more, and they
are fuch as corrupt the morals of the people.---Enceurage
induftry, and by a fort of neceflary coniequence, you make
mankind frugal and virtuous.---"To dilcharge our quota of
the national debt by an impoft on all goods or produce of
foreign growth imported, every man may choole how much
of the national debt he will pay, which will be 1n exact pro-
portion, to the foreign articles of commerce which he pur-
chafes for his own confumption : If my circumftances will
permit, and my pride and vanity prompts me to wear a
cloth of 4o0s. per yard, I pay in that articie four times as
much as my neighbour, who contents him{elf with a clothof
10s. which will anfwer all the purpofes of life as well, and
in fome cafes much better, than what coft four times that
fum.---But at the {ame time, if the citizens of thefe {tates
are unwilling to pay our quota of debt, or to {upport go-
vernment, by taxing the luxuries of life, which will gradu-
ally and infenfibly induce us to be frugal and induftrious,
1t will be to little purpofe to enatt laws for that end.---To
enact laws one feflion of the affembly, to be repealed the
next, only encrvates government, and renders the legifla-
ture contemptible.---1 fhould therefore think it beft, befure
In democratical governments, before any new mode of taxa-
tion 1s adopted by the legiflature---to print the bill defign-
ed to be paffed into a law, with the reafons on which
it 15 founded, and to let the people at large have an
opportunity to weigh the reafons of it, before any undue
prejudices arife in their minds, or are excited by defigning
men, and they generally will make a good judgment.  But
to frame a law, which will give a general uneafinefs and dif-
gult, it will be impracticable to execute it.---Perhaps this
may be thought too much beneath the dignity of the legif-
lature of the ftate; but if my memeory doth not betray me,

1L
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it has been, on tome occafions, practifed by the Britith par-
liantent, and if it had always been praltifed both by them,
and the feveral aflemblies of thefe ftates, it would often have
{aved them the trouble of frequent repeals. Paying of mo-
ney, with the greater partof thecitizens of this ftate, is a very
{erious matter, and thofe who are beft able, are eafier led than
drove.---It 1s firmly rnivited on my mind, the body of the
freemen and citizens of this ftate are boneft, and truly wil-
ling to pay their quota of the public debt, ju#sy due, and
fhall continue of that opinion, uatil I fee juft grounds to al-
ter my fentiments ; and for my own part, I am defirous
that they fhould choofe the mode in which 1t {hall be done.
---If the landed intereft of this {tate, choolie their landed in- -
tereft, ftock, &c. fhould be {ubjelted to pay the public
debt ;---from which we can {carcely obtain a {fupport for the
real neceffities of our families, I am content; provided we
are not fubje@ed to an aff¢ffment, which would {oen involve
us in new troubles. Should they rather prefer that mode -
pointed out by Congrefs, which certainly will place the
oreateft burden onthe rich and luxurious, I thall for myewn
part perfetly acquiefce in their choice, provided the laws
are {fo calculated, as not 1o {fubje& the private houfes of citi-
Zens to fearch warrants, which never ought to be permited
in a free flate, for any thing fhort of felony, as it wears the
highett badge of zyranny that can poflibly be exhibited.

T he citizens of this {tate have long twen anxious for a
new mode of taxation, and I am for my own part willing
that mode fhould be fairly left to their option and choice.
But am fully of epinion, a little calm refle€tion will incline
them to acopt an #mpoff, which lays the greatelt part ot the
burden on the rich and luxurious, and has a natural tenden-
Cy, to promote ¢nduflry, @conomy, and our own manufaliures.
T he appropriation of which 1s the prerogative of the autho-
rity that grants ; the colle€ling the fame authority doubtlels
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will retain in their own hands---and the {ooner we comply
with it, the {voner we fhall be able to diicharge our quo:a
of the debt with honour to the ftate.---But creating many
Continental offices and officers, with large emoluments ot of-
fice is diametrically oppolfite to the true {pirit and genius of
a republican government, and tends to enlarge cur debt. ---
T he more wheels or {prings 1n any machine, to perform the
neceflury movements, and the more complicatea the {truc-
ture, the more ealily put out of order, andthe more difficult
to difcover and repair the detedt.---it 1s the {ame with re-
card to government.---"L'he fewer the laws--the more lim-
ple the form of covernment the better.---"I'he whole code of -
laws which related to the civil polity of the Fews might be
comprifed in lefs compals than any one of the five books of
NMojes, although they were as the fiars of heaven for muliitude,
and as the fand om the fea fbore innumerable.---'T'heir Judges
were the elders of their cities, who held their {eflions 1n their
gates, and their caules determined without long, tedious
and vxpenlive procefles. ..

In the fecond place, if thele {tates expeét to maintain their
Jovereignty, freedom and independence, they ought carefully
and explicitly to inftruét their reprefentatives to pay the
[tricteft regard to the articles of our fecderal union, and to
regulate all their public aéts agreeable thereto, as thev are
the palladinm of all our civil rights and privileges, and the
Qn]y band of our uwion, which they fhould {triétly keep
inviolate, as we regard ourpueric Farta. And I fubmic
1t to rthe wildom of the legiflature of the ftate whether it
May not aniwer very ifalutary purpofes that 2 conftant cor-
reipondence be {fupported between the feveral aflemblice of
the ftates, and a u niformity maintained in their infirudti-
ons to the Delegates of Congrefs upon any ceperal, grand

ingl tmportant concerns wiuch relace to all the {tates in the
Uhisn,
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Tyranny, oppreffion and arbitrary power, make their ad
vances by f{low progreflive meafures, and often under th
moft {pecious pretences. They never recede, but keey
gradually advancing.---Every deviation therefore, or exten.
tion of power, beyond the limits of our moft happy contt:
tution, will be attended with the moft dangerous conie
quences.

I will now advert to the remarks on the pamphlet late.
Jy publifhed, which I conceive to be of dangerous tea
dency ; which I have attempted with a view to preven
its taking effect, which I fhould have’rejoiced to have
leen done by fome abler pen.---All 1 requeft 15 you
acceptance of the fincere intentions of

THE AUTHOR
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Remarks on a Pamphlet, entituled, &c.

—gAHE. articles of our fcederal union were drawn up by
i Congrefs, and adopted by the ftates, amidft the con-
fufrions of a moft bloody, cruel, and unnaiural war, when the
attention of Congrefs who drew, and the ftates who adopt-
ed them, was frequently drawn off by continual alarms,
burning of towns, flaughter and bloodfed : No marvel then
that every inconveniency attending them when reduced into
pradtice, could not be foreleen, either by thofe who drew,
oi thofe who adopted them ; at which period, it would not
have been well accepted, had any one difcovered, and had
~ventured to call into queftion, the propriety of any one of
the thirteen articles of our confederation.

It may therefore be advifeable, now we are releafed from
the diftrefling {cenes of war, deliberately to examine, revife,
correct and amend them, 1n every inftance, in which when
reduced 1nto practice, they may be found—inconfiftent
with each other—not capable of being carried into execu-
tion—or inconfiftent with the general {enfe and underftand-
ting ¢f thofe who adopted them. And every man not an

- €nemy to his country, who in any meafure tenders its peace
and future happinefs, will readily give his confent, if the
prefent articles of our faederal union are found on a fair
trial, deficient, ineither of the forezoing particulars, that they
fhould with care and due deliberation, be revifed, correéted,
and amended. For, as a late writer ohferves, ¢ No go-
vernment has the prerogative to be immutable——No power
how relpectable foever, created yefterday, or a thonfand vears

0T
“-C)(),



( 12 )

apo, which may nét be abrogated feo-morrow—No govern.
ment 1s authorized to regard the itate as 1ts propery — who.
ever thinks ctherwiie devotes himielt, his tamily, and hiy
childrens children to mdery, allowing to his ancel:ors j
right to ftipulate for him, when he did not exiit, and arro.
gating to himielt a right to {ftipulate for his goﬁerity betore,
tney exifted— AN authority in this worla bepan exther oy
the Cun_/"ﬂi of the fmyeﬁf, or the POWET of the: "7?r”f-"‘x" n.”
both the one or the other they may juitly end --them being
no prefcr 1puon in favor of tyranny againfl liberty.

The author of the differtation on which 1 remark, has
not propoied any one alteration of the articles of our foede
ral’ unton thro’our hus whele difiertation, but what he pro.
pofes for the enlargement of the powers of Congreds, by
which it 1s very evident he has high notions of prerogative
in thole who govern, how much {ocver be may be concerned:
to maintain the natural and conftitucional rights of his fe[
low fubjelis 3 and rather feems to banter than to fupport even”
their right to choofe their own reprefentatives, either in the.
aflemblies of the ftates, or delegates in Congrefs.

The Heororable Continental Congrefs having {tiled the-
Confederacy n the jfir/? article, THe UnITED STATES 0
AMERICA ; by the fecond thev have taken due care to {c
cure therights of the {eparate {tztes 1n the following words:

““ Lach flate retains its SOVEREIGNTY, FREEDOM, a#d 1N-
DEPENDENCE, and every power, jwzfa’i f2iom and right, nol
exprefsly delt:gja.red to the United States in Congrefs affembled.” .
Yvery power therefore not exprefsly delegated to Congreli
by the articles of confederation, {till remains to be exercifed
by the {tates 1eparately and 1n this confifts their fover ez(gn
Iy, freedoin and independeince.

It cannot be difficult to deternune what powers the ftate
have expre/sly delegated to Congrets, a caretul review of the
mintb article will folve the d;mcuht and if any thing i

ﬂ&f;’-;{*””ﬂj
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dwrb;fu% exprefled, they ought as {oon as poffible to be

-xplained to the len (¢ and underﬁandmcf which Congrefs -

}ﬁafl when they draughted, and which the ftates had when

they adopted them. Or if on a f ir frial it appears that
Conarels are not vefted witir all thole powers necefiary to
¢xecute the grand and 1mportant ends and defigns for
which the ﬁates entered into ‘confederation, the powers of
Congrels moit certainly mult be enhrged with that
care and caution neceflary on {o important occaficn.---But
tor Congrels to affume, or for the itates to fubmif, to any
extenlion of power, beyond the powers delegated to Con-
orefs, will have an effectual tendency to fubwvert the confli-
tuuon and deftroy what the ftates highly value, viz. their
own fovereignty, freedom, and indepenaence.

T he author of that differtation on which I am about to
remark, {ays, fol. 5, *“ The fupreme autbority” (by which he
means Congrels) ¢ mufl bave the power of making war and
peace---of appointing armies and navics.’” ‘Thele powers by
the gth article are exprefslyd elegated---‘of appointing officers
civil and military.”” Congrels 1n draughting the articles of
our feederal union, referved 1n their own hands the right of
appointing the general officers of our armies---The officers
of our navies, when we have any 1n exifience, and the {tates
have exprefsly delegated that power to them, to whom in
fact 1t with great propriety belongs, and could not be ex-
ercifed 1n any other way but by the {upreme authority of
the commonwealth---But 1t never entered 1nto their minds
I prefume, as it 1s not even {uggefted in the articles, their
having any power of anpomt,no the civz/ officers of the
[tates, “which is a premoatzw I pretfume, the f{tates never
will reﬁcrn fo long as they have any defire to retain their
1overelcrnty, heedom and 1ndependence.---Indeed was the
beftowiment of ph(‘es of bonor and profit the gift of the {u-
preme authority of the ftates, let 1t be Korg, Congrefs, State-

1270[62{:;4"‘,
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bolder, Regcﬁt or Difator, or bv what name f{oever called,
they would (o long as mankind heve : :ny fondnefs for bo-
nor, and the emolumants of ¢ffice) have it in their power to
bribe the aflembly of the {tates, and every one who oppole
any ufurped authority or undue extenfion of power beyond
the Iimits of the conftitution by which they are governed
but in a republican government it {aps it to the very founda-
tion. So long as all public meafures are open to the exa-
mination of the body of the eleCors, and the beftowment of
places of cruft left to their reprefentatives, and the emolu-
ments of office kept within reafonable bounds, {o long a
commonwealth may be governed with fafety, in peace and
good order ; but grant to the {upreme authority in ary form
of covernment whatever, the {ole prercgative of the beltow-
ment of all places civil and military, the prerogative of
annexing the emoluments of office, and the bettowment of
penfions, and their {ubjelts are flaves to all intents and pur-
pofes whatever.---True it is a people may be happy under
any form of government, {o long as good men govern, but
whenever they become corrtipt---1f vefted with the power
of beftowing all offices civil and military, and at the {ame
tine they hold the purfe-ftrings, or which 1s the {ame thing,
have {fuch grants of money Tettled for life as will enable
the chief mapitrate, or {fupreme authority, to grant penfions
to fuch as will be the tools and creatures of his court---no
matter what the form of government is, or whether govern-
cd by a King or Concrw’fs whenever the fupreme authorlty
becomes corrupt, and are deflirous cf extending their pow-
er beyond the bounds prefcribed by the conftitution, they
always have it in their power to effe¢t it.  "T'his author pro-
cceds and fays, * They mufi bave the powsr ofﬁzmng contralls
---em.,tz‘mg.. CoLiinT, and /:Juf; GWING MOnEy~---0/ regulating tv ade,
and making trcaties with foreign pou f’f"‘.f---—Of ff’/fﬂ&/f//ng DofL-
offices.--- "L hele powers (,Onmus are already eapre ©ly velted
W ith
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with by the articles of confederation; but thefe de not
fcem fully to fatisfy the defire of this authcr. Ide then
proceeds and fays, * In fhort of doing every thing, which the
well being of the commonwealth may requive, and whico 15 not
compalible, to any particuler [late, ail which requixe money,
and cannot be cffecied withont it, they muft thevefore of NECES-
s1ITY be vefted with the power of TAXATION.”

T his author may remember the Honorable Continental
Congrefs drew up the articles of our feederal union, they
doubtlels well underftood what powers were neceflary to be
vefted 1n their hands, ¢ which the well being of the common-
wealth required, and which was not compatible to any particy-
lar flate,” at lealt they underftood that matter as well as
this auchor can be fuppoled to underftand it ; at the fame.
time they fully underftood the toundation of our oppofiti-
on to the urconftitutional meafures of the Britifh parha-
ment, and they well knew the confidence placed 1n them by
the ftates, as the guardians of all our civil and natural rights,
and they then retained in their own hands, by the articles
of our fcederal union, all thofe powers they thought necel-
lary to be lodged in their hands, which we could with {afety
commit to them, and f{till the {tates retain their fovereignty,
Jreedom, and independence, and they are all judicioufly and very
exprelsly pointed out in the gth article, viz. ¢¢ The {ole and
exclulive right and power of determining on peace and war
---of {ending and receiving embaffadors---entering into trea-
ties and all:ances---of eftablithing rules for deciding in all
cales, what captures on land and water fhall be legal, and
In what manner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the
lervice of the United Startes fhall be divided or appropriated
---of granting letters of marque and reprifals in times of
peace---appointing courts for the trial of piracies and felo-
nics committed on the high feas, and eftablifhing courts for

receiving and determining finally appeals 1n all cafes of
captures’’---
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captures’---and have made Congrefs itfelf ¢¢ the laft rcfort
on appeal in all difputes ana differences now {ubfifting, or
that may hereafter arife between two or more {tates con-
cerning boundary, juriidiction, or any other caufe what-
ever 3> and in confequence of that authority referved in
their own hands, by public accounts, they have already fi-
nally determmed that the ftate of Conneéticut have no juft
and legal claim, by virtue of their grant or charter by ler-
ters patent from king Charles the fecond, (extending its
limits from Narraganfet-bay on the ealt, to the South-Sea
on the weft) to hold any lands by virtue ot {aid grant, weik
of the ftate of New-York---although I conclude, it muft be
conceded, the Suf{quehannah company made the firft pur-
chale of the right of {oil from the natives, who were bereto-
fore reputed t the lords of the fee, which 1s, In my opinion,
virtually denying, that the original natives have any right
to the lands of North Amerlca ---In which }udgl‘mnt of-
our Honorable Continental Congrels 1 could however fully
acquiefce, provided they proceed to judge, and finally ro
determine, that all grants of lands, made by any of their
moft gracious mzz]eﬁ‘zeJ the KINGS of GreaT-BRITAIN /0 airy
of their loving [ubjefls, thall not extend beyond what their
majefties had d&uah; purchafed or conquered from the na-
tives, antecedent to their {everal gramss; or has f{ince been.
purchafed bv any of the {ubjects of thete ftates, by virtue of
a proper licence granted them for that end, and that all the
lands, not as yet purchaled, or conquered by the joint ef-
forts ot the United States, and now ceded by Great-Dritain
to the Thirteen United States of North- Aierica, be confi-
dered as the property of the aboriginal natives, who were.
the firlt difcoverers and bave the xmbt of p?’f; 38 0CCUDANCEY, -
and that the right of pre-emption of the foil from the na-
tives, which was all that Great-Britain could cede to us, and.
that mz!v to the exclufion of Britnfh fubjelts, might be and.
remain
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remain the joint intereflt of the Thirteen United States of

North- Americe, Gy virtus of the late treaty and ceffion, for
[ never yet could difcover either from reafon or revelation,
or from the laws of nainre and wmatiens, that the kings of
Great-Britain had any more richr to grant to any of hrs
loving fubjecis, all the lunds lysn s between certain latrudes
of North-America, from the Atlantic on the ealt, to the
South-S¢as on the welt, which gave his fubjelts a right to
drive out the natives, the eriginal proprictors of the {oil,
becauvie they did not prachile agricuiéuare and occuprled an
extent of terricory more than they judged neceflary 1n order
to fupport them by Abunting, than his SUBLIME HIGHNESS
the GRAND ser1GNIOR at this prefenc day has to re-grant the
lame lands to any of his Joving fubjelts notinhabited by the
fubjedls of any smaHoMETAN PRINCE, which would give
them a right to drive us back 1nto the interior parts of this
continent, becaufe we have not the knowledge of the cul-
ture of poppies, and the manufalture of opium, but inftead
thereof make ufe of wine to the difhonor of their prophet
Mabomet.---"T'his richt, power, or prerogative, call 1t whatc
they pleaie, claimed by the Chriftian princes of Europe, 1 can
by no means acknowledge, unlefs they are able to fhew
that North-America was diftributed to them, ¢ when the
Mojt High divided unto the NaTions their INHERITANCE
woen ke [cparaled the fons of Apar.’---But to return from
this digreffion
The ftates have likewife exprefily delecated to Congrefs
thelole and exclu{veright or reculating the alloy, and va-
lue of cow {iruck by theirown authority---fixing the ftan-
dard of weights and mieafures --regulating thetrade and ma-
ging all aifairs with che Imii:.ms-_--f:{ta{)li{h?ng and regu-
lating poft-« fhices---anpointing  all officers of the land
forces in the fervice of tie Uni ed STALes, excepling reginien -
tas officers--. appointing ail ofiicers of the naval forces, and
(. COMN-

€6



( 18 )

commiflioning allefficers whateverin the fervice of theUnit-
ed States---making rules for the government and regulation
of the faid land and naval forces, and directing their operati-
Ons---to appoint a committee of the ftates---and {uch other
committees, and civil officers as may be neceffary, for
the managing the general affairs of the United States,
under their direction---to appoint c¢ne of their num-
ber to prefide---to afzertain the neceflary fums of money to
be raifed for the fervice of the United States, and to appro-
priate and apply the 1ame for defraying the public expences
—to borrow money, or emit bills on the credit of the Unit-
ed States, tranfmitting ev.ry balf year to the refpetiive flates
an account of the fums of money [o borrowed or emitted —to build
and equip a navy—t0 agree upon the number of land
forces.”—Thefe are all the prerogatives which the honora-
ble Continental Congrefs afked, or {faw neceflary to be vefted
1in their hands, as rhey had the general {uperintendency of
zll the United States; and indeed it was all they judged
the {tates could delegate with fafety, and leave any bufinefs
for the {everal aflemblies of the ftates o tranfuact, except
toe vegulating of fences, reflraining of l[wine, and preventing cla
women kecping too many geefe, to the nufance of tbe public.
"1'he foregoing enumerated powers the {tates have by the
gth article expredsly delegared to Congrefs, and they are as
extenfive as the preropetives of the crvown of Great-Britain,
about which they meke 1o much note and bultle; except-
ing the appointine all cfficers ¢7oi/ and military, which 15 a
commonwealth would be altogether incon/fiftent , and for that
rcafon I judge. they did not think weculd have been prus-
dent tor them to ally, or {afe tor thefe ftates to grant : 1n
none of which enumerated articles ot delegated powers 1s the
power of taxation cnce mentioned or even hinted at. This

power however, thisauthor fays, “They muft of NECESSITY be-

vefted wirh.” However he honeltly contefies, and{ays, fol. 5,
v T his

N
t
it
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<« T'his is a moft important and weighty trifty a dreadful engine of
OPPRESSION, TYRANNY and INJURY when ill ufed s vet firomibe
NECESSITY of the cafeit mufl be admitted, for to give a [upreme
authority, a power of making contralis, withoul any power of
payment—of appointing officers civil and military, witbout Aany
soney to pay tiem—a power to tuild [bips, without arny money
to doit with—a power of emitting money, without &Hy Ppower
0 redeem it—or @ power lo Dorrow mwoncy, without any power
10 pay it, &&c. . fuch a [olecifin in government, (he thinks)
is fo n.turally ablurd, te offer [urtber arguments on the [ubjelf,
would be to infult the underflanding of bis readers.” 1'his au-
thor ought to have known king George the third, our late gra-
cious fovercign, has all thele prerogatives, and no other ] can
now recollect, excepting the prerogative of appointing, a:f
officers civzd and muzlitary, by which, together with a certain
{fum of money, grarted him by his firft parliament for hife,
at the beginning of hisreign, which for many years has
been ufual, 1n order to gain the tavour of their young princes:
and to enable him to grant it back into the pockets of hisg
favourites by penfions y by which wwo powerful arpuments, the
kings of England, for a fucceflion of reigns, have gained a
majority in the houfe of commons; or wiich 1s the fame
thing, thewr minifters have gained it,
““ For muntfters by kings appoint ed,
are under them the Lord®s ancinted
Therefore 1t 1s the felf {fame thing,
to refijt tne minifier or king.
By which they have wrecked the civil conftitution of that
kingdom, the work of ages ; and all their boafted liberties
are funk and ab orbed by miniit rial tools and hirehinas,
corrupted by their own money, which has been purchaied
at the expence of the beit blood of that nation., No.with-
{tanding this prince has notin his power, to rax his fubjeéts
a fingle copper without the concurrence -7 his parliament,
INar

¥
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Nor have I ever {een, or read any fpeech, made to his par-
bament, that he has ever moved to have tm,;cz,w; of 1axa-
t107, added to s other royal prerogatives, which this pasri-
ol1c zzmé;ar lays mu't of weceffity be velted in Congrels,—a
power which Congrefs themfelves never orce m(.nnonf:d In
the articles of our foaderal union o which power, was 1t
onceveited in Congrels, they might have itin their power, to
efltablifh as many pufcmr.f as rhf:j pleafe s and f the tme
fhould ever artive when they ﬂ Ol ﬁ Ire At greater PowCers
than thofe with which they are already h’u it would be
in their power, as t,ﬂtfh.]d“ 1o de ﬁxo; our prefent happy
conftitution, as the nition from whom we dcrive our origi-
nal have deftroyed their own---and enflave 2 nation that a
few 1ndividuals may riot in luxury and excefs
I would juft recite a few paffaces from a late writer on
the civil conﬁltut on of Ergland, who fav.., ““ The king
of EEngland has the prerogative of commanding armiss, and
6qL11pme fleets—but w thout the concurrence of his parlia-
ment he cannot maintain them—he can beftow places and
employments—but without his parliament he cannot pay
the falleries annexed to them— he can declare war—but
without his parhament 1t 1s impoffible for him to carry 1t
on—in a word, the royal prerogative, deftitute as 1t is, of
Impofing taxes, 15 ilke a inip comnletely equipt, but irom
which the pariiament at plesture can diaw off all the wa-
ter, and leave 1t aground, or {et 1t afloat, by granting {ub-
lidies.”  Inow letany one run the paral allel between the
“Bﬂ‘b rogatives of trhe King of Grect-Britain, ana our Honor-
eble Cortinciral Co eSS, their prerogatives are the {ame,
with this excey txon, the King of Great. B*‘ltam has the pre-

rogative of apypointing all ofiivers both cvie and wuzltary,
our Lioncrabie

Ceontinenial Cor orcls thousht proper only

Sto retan the preroaative of apponting a pai t, leaving the
feit ro the Laies snd § thing the divibon judicioufly made
=~ Con-
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._..._C()ngrt‘f‘i have the prerogatfx-'e to declare war—but the
(tates, who molt certainly have both a natural and cenfiitu-
tioral right to judge of the righteoulnels of it, may either
grant or refuie to grant money *o carry it on,—The feveral
aflemblies ot the {tates bycur conftitution, n many refpecéts,
{iand v the fame fitvation, and have the {ame reilraint on
Congrefs that the parbament or rather the commons of Eng-
land once had on the crown j—tast authority which grants
money, molt certainly have a right o refufe granting, when
they can nercher fee the neccfily er rightecu(/nfs of the mea-
fure for winich it 1s to be granted—"This right originates
from the reafon and nature of things, and is a je/f~evident
truth.— Again, Congredls are vefted with power to buld

and equip a navy—>but we fhall have little need of a navy,
if what this author {2ys infol. 4 1s juft, and T conceive in
this inftance at lealt he judges right, viz. That thefe {tates
“awill command refpell 5 that our exports ave either raw maleri-
alsy or provifions, and their imports mofily finifhecd goods, our
trade becomes a capital objeli, with every manufaliuring nation
of LWUROPE, and all the fouthern colonies of America, our friend-
Jhip and trade will of courfe be courted, and each power in amity
with wus will contiibute o our focurizy.”’  And if we take
proper care not to intermeddle in the politics and droils of
Lyrcpean courts, this doubtlels will be our happy fituationfor
ages,— 1'his being our cale and iituation, may not the af-
femblies of thele ftates, with great propriety, confiftent
.with the articles of our fcederal union, refufe to grant mo-
ney for the building a navy m time of profound peace,
fhould Congrefs adopt {fuch a meafure, merely for the {ake
of tranfporting our Awmcrican Fmbaffo«ors to and from the
courts of Llurove, or with a view ro render ourfelves re-
{pectable, as a maritime power, while we lie under a heavy
debt, borh to our gencrous ellies, as well as to domefiic credi-
tors 2 They moft certiinly may, and evght to do :t, under
fuch
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{fuch circumftances —and 1f the affembiics of the {tates are
warranted and juftified 1n this cafe, they certainly are 1n f
every cafe, where gramting of monies 1s their right and
prerogative.

Although the king of England has not the power Ofi
taxation, he has made cut, not only to {upport the dignity
of his crown, but to ravage the ocean with his fleets, and
to carry fire and {word on to the continent, tn fupport of his
German dominions, at the expence of the blood and trea- ’
{fure of the natton, in which they are 1n reality, no more
interefted than America 1s 1n the quarrels of the Nabdobds of
Afia y all which he has effccted by his having the preroga- |
2ive of appointing all officers crvil and mulitary, and by |
means of a cuftcm witch has long prevailed, that at thej
beg'nning of every reign, the parliament (to court the
favor of the young prince) grant him a fixed permancnt re-
venyue for life, by which he is enabled to grant Penfions to {o
many of his parliament to make them the creatures and
tools of his power, as to obtain a majority, and by that]
means to rule and govern the nation 1n as de{potic a man-
ner as the moft ablolute monarch of Ewrepe. This evlil
our patriotic Congrefs, who drew the articles of our con-
federation, foretaw, 1n {fome future period might happen to
thefe ftates, and for that reafon, no doubt, did not think
the power of taxation could fafely be lodged in the hands of
Congrefs, where the reprefentation 1s {o finall, the interefis
tempers, and difpofitions of the ftates {o diverfe.—Can this
author, or any one elfe imagide the power cf faxation of
this ftate could be fafely lodged 1n the hands of two dele-
oates, was every member of Congrefs as upright as we can
conceive it poflible for the human heart to be, 1n the pre-

fent ftate of this world.—For my own part I refpeét and
revere Congrefs, and am willing they fhould be vefted with
as many bercaitary astics as the crown of ngland, andl it

ghial
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that will fatisfy this author, I am willing they fhould have
the very fame, viz. *© A few hereditary duties on the ex-
portation of wool, a branch of which in rhe reign of Georce
[. was fixed at {feven thoufand pounds---a duty of two fhil-
lings ¢n every ton of wine imported---the wrecks of fhips,
the owners unknown---whales and {turgeons thrown on the
coalt---fwans {wimming on public rivers---and a fewfeudal
relicks, compoie the whole gppropriatedrevenue of the crown
of England---and if thefe will {atisty this author, witheut
the power of taxation, for my own part fhould be content
they fhould be granted to Congrefs ; that in no one inftance,
either 11 point of prerogative, O appropriated revenues, they
fhould be lefs refpectable than the monarch of Britain.

The king of England by having the right of nominating

and appointing all officers civz/ and military, and by a mode-
rate grant of parlhiament of about a million {terling annual.
ly {ettled upon him during life, 1s enahbled to grant {o many
penfions as to purchafe his parliament, and thereby to de-
ltroy the beft civil conftitution, 1n many refpects, that ever
was compofed and eftablifhed on this {ide Mount-Sinai---an
eftablifhment from our peculiar circumitances, we 1n thefe
ftates cannot copy «fter or adopt, and therefore it is the
duty of every individual to guard againft all innovations,
or any infringements that may be attempted to be made on
our civil conftitution, which the wifdom of Congrefs have
devifed and judicioufly draughted, and the ftates {folemnly
.adopted, which we ought carcefully to guard and maintain,
otherwife our ruin will be of ourfelves.

T his author doth noteven [ retend we have already veft-
ed Congrefs with the power of taxation, but fays they mult
be velted with it from wecefity, and urges reafons to {fupport
that neceffity ; but there are others weak and fi//y enough to
alfert, they are already vefted with that power, and found
their opinion on thefe words in the gth article, ¢ to afcer-

tain
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tain the neceflary {ums of money to be raifed for the fervice
of the United States, and to appropriate and apply tha
fame for defraying the public expences.” --But whoever
founds his opinion on thofe words, muft be 1anorant of the
true end and delign of our confederation, and the ipirit and
meaning of thofe words 1n the gth article.
- Thetrue end and defign of our contederaticn 1 take to
be this, viz. T'c unite the ffrengrh of the fﬁ*p,‘n ate f{tares
under Congrefa as their general Head, and to deicgate to
them the direétion of the operaticns of our military and
naval forces again{t the power of Great-Britain.--- And this
I take 1t was the general {enfe and underttanding of the
ftates who adopted the articies ef our feederal union, and
the whole tenor of the articles themicives fusportc this opi-
nion.---Congrefs are to determine the number of sroops ne-
ceflary for the fervice of the ftates---What fervice 2 The fer-
vice of the war and generzal detence---and for that end they
were to make requifition to each {tate for their quota, ““and
to alcertain the neceflary fums of money to te raied for the

Jervice” ot the war, and to appropriate and apply the fame ;

that matter not bclng compatible to any perticular [fate, by
confti.ution 1s vefted 1n congrefs, whole rignt it properly
1s, and 1s exprefsly delegated to them.---But this our author
cannot put up with, W1thout their beine veited with the
power of faxation :+ who {ays, fol. 0, ¢ Tiis would mare 2l
payments dependant on THIRTEEN POPULAR ASSEMBLIES.’
And adds, ¢ The prefent broken flate of our finances---priliic
debt, and éam%mprff'c’s---C;zr::rm.:;m auva ridiculans depreciasion of
public [ecurities, wwiih a totel annitilalion of cur pub.ic credit---
prove beyond all contradiflicn the vaNiTy Jf n’f reveusfe 1o {ne
feveral alfeinblies of tie Fates---the vecont i1,Faice o) z’w iy af
5 per cent. on imporied gocds ST RU Ci DEAD, @) fphe Banc-
ruptcies which enfued, on toe fingle vote of RuoDr-Ianann.”

L

What bankruptcies enfued on Rhode A s Nesdlivingg
1he
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the impoft a&t, which was to have been coileted by officers
appointecd by Congrefs, and applied at their difcretion, 1n
which the ftates could have no power to appropriate to the
payment of their quota of debt contracted during the war,
agreeable to the 8th article, the author can better lay than
I can pretend---bUt that the depreciation of bills---fatlure of
public credit, and many bankruptcies enfued before the
impoft was afked for by Congrels, or denied by Rhode-
Ifland, are faéts that are notorious, which many attribute to
the want of feafonable and adequate tawation, which, cre-
ating a demand, would at leaft have retarded the ceprecia-
tion of our bills. QOur suthor however avpears much out
of humour with the ftate of Rhode-I{land for preventing
the operation of the zmpoft ali, and 1s defirous to enlarge
the powers of Congrefs to prevent the lilkke mifchief in fu-
ture ; but at the {fame time {eems delicous ** to refirain them
from doing any mifchief in the exercife of thofe VAST powers,
with which he {cems.very follicitous Congrefs fhould be
velted —T his he thinks the mof} difficuit part of the weighty
[ybjeét be bad undertaken,” and puts up a fhort ejaculatory
prayer, *“ Toat Almighty IVifdom wonla divel? bis pen in the
arduous difcuffion,” folf. 12.  And 1n truth and reality, the
framing a perfect and complete {yltem of government for
a rifing emptre, 1s a moit arduous and very important {ub-
j¢¢t 3 and as he {feems defirous of Divine Aid, I would re-
commend 1t to hun eirce more to confalt his bible, and duly
weich and conflider the civil polity of the Iebrews, which
was planned by Divine Wildom, for the government of
that people although their territory wuas fmall 3 by pre-
venting an undue monopoly of lands by their reverflion to
the original proprictors in the lineal dofcent of the families
at the juoilze, {which was every half century) 1t fupported
va{t numbers of inhabitants within verv narrow himirs —
their laws were 1ew and [imple—thenr judpes the elders of

i) thlir
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their cities, well acquainted with the credibility of the
parties ana their evidences—they held their courts in the
places of greater concourfe, the cates of the city, and their
procefles were neither lengthy nor expenfive. .

Qur author having informed us wish what POWErS the
fupreme authority ought to be vefted, in the next place
has undertaken to let us know how this fupreme authority
1s to be conflituted {o as to do no mifchief with that vaft au-
thgrlty with which he has cloathed them : he carefully a-
volds ufing the word elefZed, as he feems to have a mortal
hatred of popular eleéiions, in which procefs he is very me-
thodical and fzys, 1ft. * The men who compofe this important
council mufl be DELEGATED, not ele&ted, from all the flates,
and it is to be wifbed, that none mioht be APPOINTED, that
were 1ol adequate 1o this weighty bufinels 5 but a little know-
ledge of buman nature, and a little acquaintance with the poli-
ticat biftory of mankind, will foon teach us, that this is not to be
expecied.  The reprelentatives appointed by POPULAR ELECTI-
ONS, are commonly, not owuly the LEGAL, but the REAL, SUB-
STANTIAL reprefentatives of their elefiors, 1. €. there will com-
snonly be about the fame proporticn of GRAVE, SOUND, WELL
QUALIFIED #¢j2~—TRIFLING DESULTORY #€#---WILD 07 KN A~
VISH [chemers---and DULL IGNORANT fosls in the delegatea
aflembly, as in the body of eletors”” What a motly mix-
ture this of which our fupreme autbority and the afiemblies
of the ftates are compoled !---A moll fevere burlefque ob-
liquely caft on our Honorabic Continental Cengrefs, and the
‘affemnbiics of the ftates, if the acccunt given of them by this
author is juft | What a pity it is we have made choice of a
democratical form of covernment, and that all our civil
rulers were not made {o by birih, or bereditary right, wnd
that kinps, lords, dures, barons, carls, and knights, were not
the natural and /pointancous erowrth ot Noveh- America; and all
their wirtues fuch as Anowledoe, integrity, fAill in the arts of

Lo er -
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governmnent, but above all, their exemplary piely, and hrm
attachment to the doérines of revelation, and the civil con-
ftitutionof the Chriftian religion as eitablithed by our ancefiors 5
and that they were not all made bereditary to defcend with
their lands to all generations. But what adds to our mu-
fortune he fays ¢ be knows o way to belp this ;> 1f that s
truly the cafe, we aren a very pitiable fitnation truly ! But
for once I will juft hint at a few thirgs, which if our leg-
flatures fhould think worthy ot a trial, I prefume many
advantages will arife from them, and without {fome atten-
tion, to fome or all of them, a commonwealth never was,
vor ever will be continued long, without intrigues, cabals,
and fafiions. Inthe fir/t place, no office or place of truft
thould be made /ucrative, any further than to fupport the
drgnity of the f{tation with decency and bonor, but not to
enrich themfielves or families, by the emoluments of office.
Secondly, L.et all tranfaltions of a public nature, both in
Congrefs and the aflemblies of the ftates, be open to the
free examination of all the eleCtors—a printed journal both
of Congrefs and the aflembiies of the ftates, with the yeas
and nays to every 1nterefting queltion that comes before them
—No man 1s worthy of public truft that has not an opini-
on of his own, or 1s afraid to let that opinion be known to
his eleCtors—this will make him caretul, that he judges
and acts according to TruTH, of which the body of the
eleCtors 1a this ftate befure, taken collectively, are better
judges, both of men and meafures, than our author fecms
to tmagine ; only let them have the means of knowledge,
inftead of being abufed by bowing, cringing, fawning courticrs,
who are always of the opinion of the majority prefent, un-
lefs they happen to miftake their numbers.—There is not
a {ingle propofition in our author’s whole differtation more
juft than this, < TRUTH loves L1GHT, and is vindicated by it
WRONG fhrouds itfelf in DARKNESS, ¢nd is [ipporicd by DELU -
SION,
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ston.  Laftly, Let t]\ere be a regular account of the ex-
penditure of all public monies, annually laid before Con-
grels and the Aflemblies of the flates, as thole who pay
money molt certamnly have a right to know how, and ¢o
whal ufeitis applicd.

T'hefe means of knowledge, o7 men and meafures, being
aficrded to the eleflors of thefe (lares, 1 prefume there are
inflicient numbers 1n each {iate, who are men of aoility, in-
tegrify and difcermmert, who can diftinguifh by thele helps,
(which are in the power of thelegiflatures to afford) ¢ 1hbe
srave, found, well-qualified men, from trifling, dfﬁrz’fory men,
and wild knavifb  [chemers, from dull ignorant fools :” who
would be fuithtul to enlighten their lefs difcerning, but ho-
neit neighbours, and 1n “that manner reguiate their choice
better than the fly, infinuating, intriguing patriots of the pre-
ient day do, by the means of knos vle:dcrc we enjoy in this
{tate : and this I judge would be more to the fatisfaction
of the freemen of this flate,™ and would have a greater ten-
dency to ferve the intereft of the ftates, than what he propo-
“es under hss fecond general head, viz. ¢ That the Congrefs
o .all confift of TWO CHAMBERS, @i UPPER a4nd LOWER HOUSE,
or a SENATE and COMMONS, with the concuirence of both necef-
fary to every all, and that every flate fend one or more delegates
zoeach boufe.””  ‘T'his he fays, ¢ will fubjell every all to two
difcuffions, before iwvo diflinél chambers of men, EQUALLY gua-
lified for the debate, TQUALLY mafters of the [ubjefi, and of
L QUAL axuthority in the decifion,”” and if equal in all relpelts,
I cannct at prefent {ee the neceflity of building two cham-
bers to hold them.-——23ut another difficulty arifes in my
mind, as our autnor has not as ye? po:nted cut any new
mode to conffitute thele delegates, if eleffed 1n our prefent

mode,

* I may, perbaps, he teld, Congrels do publifh fuch a journal—1I
woul i it ofle {or information, Has that journal ever been ence laid be-

rore the General Affembly cpiciallv, as we had reaton to cxpeét by the
oth artzcle 7 1637 hies not, ot wicle deor doth the neple@ lic ?
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mede, they will {Lill remain not only the Jegal, but the real
J8¢ _/icz;zmz.,/ reprefentatives of their elefiors , 1o that 1 do not
fee any real advantages obtained by the aivifion, as both
chambers it feems, mult be filled with men of equal abili-
tics, and of egaa[ authority, unlefs as they are equal in
all refpelts, itmuft be fuppofed the houles will be complaifans
to each other, and frequently chinge chambers, which will
afford {fome Ilittle amufement in time of peace, when but
litccle bufinefs that s urgent, will by our conftitution, lie
before them, and may prove falutary by changing the air.
Our author under his fecond general bead, 1t muft be own-
ed, manages the divifion of Congrels with {fome ar¢; how-
ever he now and them a litrle drops his ma/%. In page 15
he has found out Congrels ¢ will fand in need of much infor-
mation,”” and has devifed a plan to furnifh them with the
‘““ beft and [ureft m/ormmzon and of that kind that may be mof?
Jafely relied upon,” which intormation he thinks may be beft
- made through the medium of certain minifiers of jfate which
he has planned out ; and fir/# mentions a fizancier as being
uppermeit on his mmd, who manages the whole bufinefs of
revenyes and expenditures, which high and important office,
our author no doubt intends to fill, s he wells us, fol. 7,
he 1s about {foon to publith an eflay on jfinance, on which fub-
je&t doubtlefs he will fbire, and it being attended with a de-
cent fallery, 1t muft be fuppoled it would be agreeable to
him to {it at the head of the American treafury ; but more
, efpecially, thould the ftates be {o happy as to lee with him,
the weceffity to velt Congrefs with the power of raxation,
which would fave the ftates the trouble of coileCting their
own ¢zo/z of the conunental debt, and fall direttly 1nto the
continental treafury, under his own immediate infpection.
He in the next place fuppoles a fecretary ofﬁm‘e would
hikewife be very neccﬁu y tO give information ; wno would

have the knowledge of the general policy, and infernal govern-
7326312
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ingiii---1 0 th-ie he adds a miniffier of war, who muft pre.
fide 1n the bulinels of war and d+fence---of this miniiter
however, by nis own account, we fhallftand butin brie need,
as ‘¢ cll the manufalluving nations of FEurope, will court our
[riend/hip, and contrilute to our fecurily,” for which reafon it
will huardly anfwer to maintain the dignity of that minifter,
purely to conduct a war with the fachems of the interior
parts of America, who I fancy will {ftand 10 as much fear of”
the United Scates, as the manufacturing nations of Iiurope
(for their own advantage) Wil court our friend/bip and con-
tribute 1o our [ecurity.”---"1o thele great minifters of flate, this
author would have added jupcEes of Law and CHANCER v —
All thefe GreaT MINiSTERS 0f sTATE he would have to
ferve as ATTENDANTS on the two chambers of Congrefs, to
cive them the be¢ff information in their {everal departments
of office, whofe opinion he would oblige Congrefs always
to take, before they finajly pafs any biil, without which
formality being duly attended to, the act of Congrefs to be
void. But at the fame time heis {o careful to guard the
dignity of the fwe chambers of Congrefs, as not to enable
thefe great minifters of flate to negative any act of Congrefs,
how contrary {foever the {faume may be to their opinion and
advice—{o that thefe great minifters of {tate are more for
ornament, and to add to the dignity of Congrels, than any
real utility, like the mantling to a coat of arms. Vid. fol. 16,
17. And to fill up the rear of thefe reat minifters of ftate,
he adds a chamber of commerce, compoled of merchants, t0
give infoermaiion likewife to Congrefs, refpeéting #rade and
commerce. So that in reality all thele greas minifters of flate
are only to ferve Congrefs 1n quality of iNFOrRMING OFFI-
crrs. And to this fabric of his own ftruéture, 1n fol. 2.4,
he adds a councriL of staTE, compofed of all the aforefaid
GREAT MINISTERS Of STATE 5 to which number 1t {hall te
the prerogetive of Congretfs to add three others, viz, one
rronl




{37 )

from the New-England flutes, one from the middle ffat:s, and
one from the feuthern ffutes ; one of which three it fhall be
the prerogative of the prefident of Congrefs to appownt: ¢ 4o
all of whom fhall be ccinmitted the SUPREME EXECUTIVE AU-
THORITY of the flates, (all and fingular of them ¢ver account-
able to Congrefs) who fhall fuperintend all the execulive oftcers,
who [ball ever be accsuntadle to, or vemoveable for jufi caufe by
 them, or Congrefs, 1. e. cither of them.” '1'his will keep this
fupreme: executive antbority in due decoruim, and oblhige them
“always to do the thing that 1s juff and ripds, at lealt what
thall be {o yudged by the counci!/ of flate and congrefs, both
of whom will have the power to remove them for any ma/-
feafances, which will be a greater reftraint than 1f they were
chofen by popular eleliions.

Our author having difplayed much {kill in the arts of
covernment, by the addition of all thele minifters and officers
!gf flate, to encreafc the dignity and add mportance to Con-
\grels; in the next place propofes meafures to be adopted

to enforce the flris7eft obedience to the requifitions of Con-
orefs.  In fol. 24 he {ays, <« There remains one very important
article to be difcufled, viz. ‘W hat methods the conftitution fhal
point out to ENFORCE the  £Is and vequijitions of Congrefs thro’
the feveral flates 5 and bow the flates which REFUSE or DELAY
OBEDIENCE Z0 fuch alls or vequifitions, fLall be treated.”” This
he fays, ““ is a particular of the GREATEST DELICACY, a5 well
65 tbe UTMOST IMPORTANCE, and ought to be decidedly [ettled
.\ @our cOOLEST HOURS.” In thisI perfeétly agree with our
‘agthf}r , but greaz, delicate and important, as 1t appears to
hm to be, he has andertaken the job ; and in ful. 25 he fays,
“To appoint a Congrefs with powers to do all alls neceflary for
the fupport and ufes of the union 3 and at the [ame time to leave
8L the lates at liberty to obey them or mot with impynity, is in
every view the groffft abfurdity, worfe than a ftate of nature,
Wiloout any [fupreme autbority at all, and at beft a ridiculous

effort

I
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offort of childifh nonfenje s and of courfe, every Rate in the wii
on i under the bigheft obligations to ebey the jupreme authority,
and in the bigheft degree amenable ts it, ana fubjelt to the bighef
cenfure for difobedience y yet all this notwithftanding I 1hink,
the foul that fins fhould die. 9 cenfure of 1he GREAT
SUPREME POWER ought to be fo direfied, if poflible, as to light
on thoje perfons, who bave BETRAYED their country, and expof-
ea 1f [0 DISSOLUTION, &y opprfing 1hat  fupreme aulbority,”
which is the band of our union, and from whence proceeds the
principal firength and energy of our government y, [ thevefore
propofe thar EVERY PERSON, whether in PUBLIC 0¥ PRIVATE |
CHARACTER, who by PUBLIC VOTE, o7 0!hér OVERT ACT DIs- }

|

OBEYS the¢ SUPREME AUTHORITY fball b¢ amenable to Con-
grefs, fhall be [ummoned cnd COMPELLED to appear before Con-
grefs, and on due CONVICTION [uffer [uch FINE, IMPRISON-
MENT, o otb¢r PUNISHMENT as the SUPREME AUTHORITY
Jball judge requifite. It may be objelied bere, (and 1 think ’
very jultly) that this willmake a member of cffembly accounta--
ble in Congre(s for bis wote in aflembly 3 I anfwer, it doth [o 7
in this cufe only, viz., W hen that <vote 15 o DISOBEY the Su-
PREME AUTHORITY.— No member of affembly can bave a right |
to give fuch a vote, and therefore ought to be PUNISHED for [o ‘
doing.---A government which is but balf executed, or whofe ope-
rations may be ffopped by a SINGLE STATE, 15 the moft daingerous
of all inflitutions— I cannoct therefore (zdmz't, that the great ends (

of our union fhould lie at the mercy of a jingle flate.”” — W hat 1s
cgot into the head of this good citizen of Philadelphia ¢ W hat,
doth he make of our Honorable Continental Congref- who
draughted the articles of our cenfederation, that tht’.} (hould
make fuch egreglous blunders, as to form fuch a lax form
of government ? Has he the vanity to think Congrefs who
framed the articles of our feederal union, could not have
forefeen thefe intolerable blunders and defe@s in our con-

{titution, and provided a proper remedy 2 they certainly
77 Oulds
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would. But this fuppofed defefd, 1s 1n reality our greateft

[afeguard : and it there is any defect, it 13 in his own opticks.

He exprefsly owns, fol. 26, The {upreme authority are Jub-

jeét to paffions like other leffer powersy they may, and often are,

HEATED, VIOLENT, OPPRESSIVE, axd very TYRANNICAL

and [eems difpofed to FENCE them out as far as pglfible, and to

give the flates as grveat a CHECK on the [upreme auiborily, as can

!
!
|
|
l

confift with its neceflary energy.—This 1s the very fence and
check which Congrefs, in their wifdom, {aw weceflary to pro-
vide, for the fafety and {ecurity of the {tates, when framing
our civil conftitution ; and we greatly rejoice 1n their wi/-
don, prudence, and precantion :~——1t 1s the very {ame fence
and check provided for the feven united provinces of Holland.
—INo {tate in the confederation, I prefume, will oppole,
or neglect to carry into execution, any vefolution of Con-
grefs which they judge to be for the general good of the
{tates included in the union; and until they can fee it, he
cannot blame them if they oppofeit; but efpecially if they
judge {uch requifition inconfiftent with the articles of our
feederal union, when he himfelf owns zbe fupreme authority
may be, and often are, bcated, violent, oppreffive, and wvery
tyrannical.—1 cannot conceive why our author fhould be {G
very fretful and out of bumour with our prefent happy con-
fticution 3 I fear his expeltations were too much raifed as a

 financier , that the difappointment occafioned by Rbode-

4

Ifland’s negativing the Impoft Aét in the very form pointed
out by Congrefs, has rufiled him too much; and that he
did not write this part of his Differtation ¢ 71z bis cooleft
bours.”” 1 never vet have learned that the ftate of Rhode-
Ifland have ever refufed to fund their guota of the national
debtr, and to make {peedy and ample provifion for the poy-
ment of the intereft, and gradual {inking of the principal,
as {oon as their quota 1s made out, agreeable to the 8th arti-
tle of the Confederation.—For my own part, it would

1D greatly
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oreatly affe&t me to {ee any member of our honorable A ffem-
bly dragged down to Congrels, with all the whole retinue of
evidences pro and con, merely for denying the authority of
Congrels, and voting accordingly, (when at the fame time he
thought, and perhapsvery jultlv, that Congrefs had no confti-
tutonal right to make {uch a requifition) and be {fubjeéted to
fine, imprifonment, and corporeal punifiment. This would
make our worthy members aw/fu//y atraid to {upport our own
conftitutional rights, our fovereignty, {reedom, and indepen-
dence, lecured to us by the fecond article of our foederal
union, which we have not expre/sly delegated ro Congrefs
by the n:nth. Our author would have dilcovered more /Je-
zity, and more of a chriftian frame and temper of mind, it he
had been willing to pals over {fuch an error, (1f, on ftrilt
fcrutiny, 1t {hould prove to be an error) to have the offender
only publicly reproved by the {peaker, from his chazr, for
an error of that kind, committed through zgnorance or inad-
wvertence y as he can be confidered only as the Jegal, real and
Jubftantial reprefentative of the common berd of his eleliors :—
For which reafon, in behalf of {uch faze offenders, 1 would
humbly {upplicate the feveral legiflatures of the {tates not
to admit of {uch an alteration 1in the articles of our toederal
union, until our hnnorable Continental Congrets thall difco-
ver the neceffity of fuch a meafure, and recommend the
fame to be adopted by the {tates.

Some have fuggefted, that this author may poflibly be
employed, by our honorable Congrefs, to try how far the
citizens of thefe ftates would fubmit to fuch arbitrary and
defpotic meafures: But fuch fuggeftions I rejedt with con-
tempt and difdain. It muft be impoflible that Congrels,
who drafted the articles of our feederal union, and {o care-
tully guarded the ftates againft all arbitrary and defpotic
mealures, {hould {o foon attempt to {ubvert our happy con-

ftitution; much lefs would they improve o whimfical a writer
o as



( 35 )

as cur author appears to be, to effect the defign; and that
without ever once moving to the aflemblies of the ftates for
any enlargement of their powers; which, no doubt, they
would muft readily comply with, 1if neceffary. T'his {tate,
in order to enable Congrefs to proportion the quota of debt
to each ftate, I am told, on requilition, have already acce-
ded to the alteration of the 8th article,* that {pecdy provi-
fion may be made for the payment of the iaterefl, and gra-
dual linking the principal; of our whole debt, contracted
during the war.—I rather think him {fome gentleman of a
fovereign, arbitrary, tyranmical turn of mind, and unhappily
vinaiflive ; of which he has given a convincing evidence,
in fol. 27, in thele words—<¢ Further, I propofe, that if the
execution of any all or order of the [upreme authority f(ball be
oppofed by force, in any of the flates (which God forbid) it
fhall be lawful for Congrefs to fend into [uch ftate a [ufficient
force to fupprels it.”’—Here, again, our author interlardes
" this famguinary propofal with a thort ejaculatory prayer ta
Almighty God ; but then I do not underftand him to mean
to prevent the aperation of his propofal, but that God
would forbid or prevent any ftate from oppofing, by force,
the execution of any act of Congrefs : Which, from the pre-
fent views I have of the temper and difpofition of any of our
ftates, there is not the lea't danger of ; befure {o long as thev
regulate their requifitions by the articles of our feederal
union; which Congrefs themfelves drafted, and which the
{ftates have folemnly adopted. But thould Congrefs ever
makae

- * The 8th article of Confederation, originally adopted by the ftates,
1s, That in all charges of war, and all otner cxpences mcuivred for the

common defence, the quota of cach {tatc was to be in proportion to tha
value of lands, &c.  T'his eitimate would have Deen atten led with

great expence, and hable to exceptions ;~—Conrien, therelore, moveld
to the ftutes, That the quota of expence il e in proporsicn to the
number of white and other free inhabitanc:. a1d three Didie of vio
{laves : Which alteration, in proporticaine e quota of the e, 3

("_;
an told, has becn adopted by the lepiflru o of this

i
v amho 4

-
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make any refolutions contrary to the articles of our feederal
union, through nadvertence; as this author fays, fol. 24,
‘“ I know that fupreme authovities are L1ABLE to ery as well as
lefler omesy” or fhould they, from luft of power, and {pirit

¢f domination, become ¢ over-beated, violent, oppreffive,
and very tymmzzml > (as 1n fol. 26 he owns r_hey may ) I
{hould think 1t their indifpen{ible duty to re/ift all unconyilitu-
tional extenficn of power; although not urto Jlosd. But
{hould the ftates adopt this farnguinary propefal of our au-
thor, Congrels would conflituiionally be velted with power
to enter with an armed force, and fhed the blood of any of
our {ifter ftates, merely for {upporting the conflitutional
rights of the ftates. As Congrefs have wifely avoided all
Janguinary meafures, 1n drafting che articles of our union,
I fhould not think 1t below the dignity of their high ﬁatlon
to manifefl their difapprobation of {o fanguinary a propofal.
This propofal gave me a more violent {hock, as I hap-
pened to read it juft as the news arrived, that 1500 of our
continental troops, with a proper train of artillery, were on
full march for Philadelphia to fupprefs the turbulent beha-
vour of a part c¢f the Philedelpbia line of the army, and
to proteét the honorable Continental Congre{s from their in-
fults. If the form of civil government in that ftate 1s {o
/ax, and their citizens not difpofed to {upport it againft in-
jults; as the officers of that f{tate are on balf pay during
life,and they can {fupporta body of troops with a {mall addi-
tional expence, it may be well for them ro take that methed
to do it; butl do not think it advifeable or neceflary for
the ftates to {upport an army for that purpofe: A mild
adminiftration rarely wants an armed force to fupport 1t:
The rectitude of the meafures,of Congrels, and the Aflem-
blies of the ftates, will always afford them the {ureft protec-
tion ; and wherever the civil power of a {tate cannot {up-
port itieif from irfulr, without a military torce to awe their
faby2 8y into fubmilion, there is miuch reaion to fear erther
their
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their civil conftitution 1s deficient, or {fomething 1s wrong
in the admint{tration.—Standing armies may be neceffary
to {fupport tyranny, oppreflion, “and arbitrary government;
but to have recourfe to arms 1n a civil gnvernment, is
fhocking to humanity !|—They may be neceflary with a
felon, an individyal, but with a {ifter {tate, 1 whole com-
municy of the fame family, the bare mentioning of arms
prelents to my view the bloody {cenes 1n which we have been
involved by our parent flate ! ——"1"'he unhappy effelts of
which, tine itfelf will not repair, or obliterate from our
minds.

I think none who duly attends to the whole {cope and drift
of this author, but will eaflly diicover his defign 1s to fubvert
our prefent conﬁxtutlon and to introduce In 1ts room, a
government more arbltrary, lovereign, and defpaotic. His
dividing Congrels into two Chambers he {feems to think,
will make them wonderful wife; and 1s much better dlfpofed
towards them than when in one houfe, and {ubjeéts of po-
pular elz2étions. However, he finds {ome difficulty even
then : He has found out thefe two Chambers, egual, 1n all
refpets, may ¢ grow jealous and ill- mzmred, and after ali
their information and advice, grow out of bumeur and infincere,
and no concurience can be 0dtained.”” But he has luckily found
out a remedy even 1n that cale, viz. ¢ Si¢ fl2/l, and do nothing,
till they get into better bumour. > This I think as bad a fitu-
ation, as to have the proceedings of Congrels {ufpended a

- fmall period by the vote of a_fingle flate. But before he ar-
rives to the bortom of page 22, he has difcovered a remedy
for to cure the two Houles of their julky bumour : "I'hey
mufl firft 2gree to come into one houfe, and lovingly choole
““ A DictaTor, who fhall bave and exercife the whole power
of both Houfcs, till fuch time as they fhall be able to concur in
difplacing bim 5 and that the whole power of the two Houfes be

Jufbended in the mean time”’  (kol. 22,) Ilere our author
| has
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“has wholly dropt his ma/ft : The two Chambers being fur-
pithed with a4 DicraTor by the joint eleftion of bOth
Houfes, he 1s to remain Diffator until the Houles canagree
to difplace him; which period, I prelume, will never ar-
rive ; for he 1s to be velted with the power of both Houfes, {o
long as they remain out of humour ; of courie the power of
iaxation will be his exclufive prerogative ; by means whereof,
he will have 1t in his power to keep the two Houles out of
humour, untl he makes himfelf a pErpPeETUAL DicTATOR.
There 1s no chimera in all this—our author 1s corfiftent in
his own plan—and his views are apparent—rto reduce us to
an ABSOLUTE MONARCHY ; and his plan, carried into exe-
cution, will efect the thing.

I erult an abjfoluse inonarch is not what would be the choice
of my fellow citizens : It moft cerrainly would not be my
choice, unlefs I could be aifured always of a wi/fe and good
Prince. In acommonwealth, 1f {mall, and the cleftors per-
fonally acquainted with publlc characters, the people may
enjoy great happinefs; but when a commonwealth becomes
numerous—their concerns great and important—the defire of
riches, bonors and power increafling with the'r numbers,—if
the eleCtors have not the means to obtain the know ledge of
the public eharacters of rulers, by their votes given when
acting n their public characf’cm, the choice of the eletors
(which, in general, in thele northern f{lates, 1s the main
body of the citizens) will be very precarious and uncertain :
Difcontent and uneafinefs will enfue—factions torm and in-
creale—{frequent alterations and change in civil rulers will
enfue ; —the greateft calamity that can befal an elective ftate,
or commonwealth, as no man, fit to rule or govern, will
{uffer imielf to be med’d 1n, and med’d out, according as
the jeveral parties and factions fucceed by their intrigues in
courting the pf}pulace and impofing on the credulity of

thew electors 1 And what will next enfue, courts of juftice
mav,
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may, tn the fame manner, be contaminated,— which muft
compleat their ruin. An open line ¢f condudt in a com-
monw-zalth, fubjeét to the examination of the eleCtors, is
the only barrier again{t zyranny,—which, 1n a common-
wealth, is the moft cruel and oppreflive of any {pecies of ty-
ranny whatever.

The form of government planned by Congrefs, and
adopted by the ﬁates 1s the only form we could ad0pt un-
der our circumftances : And the henor and dignity of Con-
ore{s, as a private citizen, [ am determined to fupport, as
much as the fovereignty, freedom, and independence of the
{tates, and every power, jurifdifiion and right, which they
have not exprefsly delegated to Congrefs. But as every de-
viation from the articles of our feederal union makes a dan-
gerous precedent in future, the defects in the articles of
confederation can be known only by praéfice : And it is time
enough to make alterations in our {yftem of government,
when the defellts are made evident.

I muft now revert to fome things faid by this author,
which I have pafled over, before I conclude thefe remarks.
He fays, (fol. g,) ¢ Another great objelt of government, is
the apporiionment of burdens and benepts,—and that an ill ap-
portzmmmz will be an everlafling fource of uncafinefs and difcon-
tent.’—Again, “ The value of lands may be a good rule, but
the afcertainment of that value is impralticable ; no affe/lment
can ve made which will not be liable to exceptions and debates.””
* Tais obfervation of our author is doubtlefs right; the
fame objections arofe in my mind when I firft read the 8th
article ot our foederal union. And our author {fays, in
tol. 1o, viz. ° That the number of living fouls, or buman
perfons, of wbhatever age, [ex, or condition, will afford us a
rule which will forever encreafe or decreafe with the real wealth
of the flates s and, of courfe, will be a perpetual rule, not ca-

pable of corruption by any circumftances of future time,”
l | This
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is mode of proportioning the quota of debt firff {ug-
gefted to the public by this author, 1s /fince recommended
by Congrefs, with this alteration, viz. T'wo fifth parts of
the flaves to be exempted from the capitation;, the realons of
which exemption do not at prefent occur to my mind. If I
miftake not, Congrefs have laid a prohibition on the im-
portion of Afmaznﬂaw; , but this exemption feems rather
an encouragement to the owners to progagate them in pre-
ference to borﬁJ or other flock; and they are improved for
the {ame purpoies in tilling ground in the fouthern, as oxen
are 1in the northern ftates, and fupported at lefs expence
through our long and tedious winters: And at prefene I
cannot {ee the reafons «f the exemption of two fifth parts
from the capitation; but otherwife, this propofal of our
author, I acknowledge, would be perfeétly reafonable, was
all the lands ceded by the late treaty, which were not actual-
ly purchafed or conquered by the Crown antecedent to the
ceflion, to be confidered as the joint intereft of all the ftates
1n the confederation : \But if the weltern lands ceded by the
late treaty, not purchaled or conquered by the Crown ante-
cedent to the ceflion, are to be confidered as belonging to
thofe ftates, by virtue of their ancient grants from the
Crown ; I cannot as yet difcover either the juftice or equity,
that thofe ftates which are circumfcribed on cvery {ide by
the adjoining f{tates, whoie lands are all located and fully
fettled, fhould pay, by that mode of computing the quota,

T‘P

for {o lamt‘ an extent of territory, gamed and defended at ,

the joint expence of all thofe ftates, who have not ¢ained
one foot of land by the-ceflion ;-—-—much lefs can I fee what
right the King of Great-Britain had to grant to the Virginia
and Plymouth companies, all the lands lying between certain
latitudes in North-America, from thc Atiantlc (Ocean on
the eaft, to the South Sea on the weft, notinhabited by the
fubjelts of any chriffian prince when the aboriginal natives

wele

|
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were the rlt di/ceverers, and had the I‘if‘*ht Of‘prz'mg OCUPIN-
v 3 who they do not feem to conﬁ (er as having any Imcre
r m—ht to the {oil than the mes/e, decr, bears and fmc.s‘ v hicl
range the foreits.

I well know the Princes of Furope have come into fome
compacts, that when the fubjeéts of any Prince make a dif-
COVEry of lands heretofore unknown to the nations of Lu-

rope, whether inhabited by any of the human race or not,
rht-y take pofieflion of 1t, in fome formal manner, for therr
Prince; either by giving 1t lome chriflian ov fzmu 5 name,
fetting up a crucifix, &c.  Such {ort of cempacts, made
by the Princes of Furope, may be binding on them on the
caftern {ide of the Atlantic, but do not appear in the fame
tight to the Americans, who, heretifore, have been wont
to believe, ¢ That God hath made of one blood, all nations of
the ecarib, and bath determined the bounds of rheiv babitation >’
And many of us, to this day, think the natives who were
the firft difcoverers, and had the right of prime occupancy, un-
lefs they have fold the fame, or that it has been jultly con-
quered, are {till vefted with the right of {cil ; and that
a patent from the Crown will not juftly give as a right to
drive them from their habitations. I well know 1t i1s {aid,
here was vacant territory of which they {tood in no need, bux
as they lived by hifhing, fowling and huntine, and pot fur-
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nithed with the beft conveniencies of tqluﬁg came, they
only are the proper judges of the extent cf territory neccis
fary for grazing. By the fame rule of reefuning, the Ame-
ricans may fay, that Eritons are chiefly mantfullirire, and
oucht to be cooped up within narrow f*r frmits “nd May as
Juf’cly feize on their parks and open felds, and Jivedt them
thereof, as to difpcflefs the Sz lexis of Americn m chior hani-
ing oround, and knock their brains out if they refule o
quit the foil—which people, at lL;.J’c many of themy, hovee
as juft notiens of rigls and wrenz, as the fubjecls of Furo-
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pean Princes.  If this reafoning 1s juft, (and at leaft it ap-
pears fo to me) no {tate has a rmht to one foot of lands, be-
yond what was purchaled or conqusred by the Crown ante-
cedent to the cefifion,—and that ceﬁion means no more
than ceding to the ftates the right of pre-emption from the
natives ('IS it 1s termed) to the exclubon of Britifh {ub-
jects.  Whether that ceflion is made to the Thirteen States
4s joint tenants, or to Congre{s to hold the fame 1n truft for
the conjederate fiates, as 1 have not {cen the Definitive
Treaty, I cemnot fav,—or whether Congrels are already
velted with power, by the arucles of our feederal union, to
malke a difpolition of the fume, T fhall leave to civilians to
judee.  But when this author deS (fol. 10,) 1uch ftates as
Oy treaty have gained large extent of territory, ¢ oupht ei-

Fer to make giranis to the commonwealib of fuch trafis of de-
fended tervilory, or [ell as much of it as will pay its proper
giota of defeiice, and pﬂ) Juch funis into the public treafury 3
(Jf what I have urped on that head has any weight, it 1s the
joint intereit of all the ftates already) to ufe his own ex-
preflion is ¢“ the groffeft abfurdity, and at beft a ridiculous
cifort of childifh nenjenfe.”

The {ame may witn great juftice be faid with regard to
the torferted eftates of /loyalifts;, the crune of which they were
cuilty, was not a crimie committed again{t any {tate {epa-
1atcy, but soamit all the {tates mcluded 1n the confedera-
t'on 5, otherwifc how wen this {late have feized the eftates
of loralits belonging to the ftates of New-2ork and Bofion,
and confituared the ‘tame, or by what rule of right it could
i, CGong, u ales the anme 1s confidered as a crime committed

wainivthecontederation, and notagainft this ftate individual-
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} ;., I knownnot; which Ioztutmcs T could with might be ap-
lqmmx ated to repair the lofles that individuals have {uftained
1;), ¢ buraing of towns on our ica coafts by Brifons, and the
delalations on our irontiers by their fndiarn allies. Which

thought



(43 )
thought T humbly {fubmit to the wifdom of Congrefs, and
to the juftice and compaflion of the {everal aflemblies of

the {tates.
As for thole unhappy people termed Leyalifts, who have

fhed the blood of their country, and robbed, plundered and
diftrefled their friends, their eftatesarebut aninconfiderable
compenfation for their repeated outrages, they never ought
tc be permitted to relide among us, and I leave them to be
punifthed by their own refletions. But all fuch as went
over to our enemies from principles of the Chriftian religion,
beiieving i1t unlawful to refift the civil magiftrate, and all
fuch as through fear of the power of Britain, and from a
confcioulnefs of the inability and unpreparednefs of the
{tates to refift, went within their lines, but have neither
fhed blood, nor aided and affifled the enemy, (of which I
make no doubt there are mary) I could with (I write it
openly and freely) that their property may be reffored, and
their perfons protefted ; and I think I may be countenanced
in this {fen:iment from a fentence in that form of prayer
prefcribed by the Saviour of the world, which from the
phrafeology, it appears to have been the defign of the D:-
vine Author, that Qaily :L}fe fhould be made of 1t by all his
followers. |




