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at e Iee en all Itlzens 0 

• 
o anne: lcuto 

GENTLEMEN, 

Di ertation on the oliti-' 
~ 

ctll Union, and Con itution 0 the 'I'hirJeen United States 

read that Difiertation.-

ruin on our Parent State. 
The national debt of Great-Britain is beconle fo imnlenfe"': 

ers, that fiuce the laft war, the intereft of the oiltional debt 

I11tdl 
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the fU:1. '. 
;:.} 

r 

, coutts of Euro e. 

, tice both to the officers and foldiers of our brave army, who~ 

. and abroad. ., 
ur 

• 
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reproach. 

ary : crhey who GOV E RN are perhaps too much accu omed to 

HABIT; i you lay on a NEW l.OAD, taJltCarc they donol ake 

-VER OF POWER, hilS no other UPP(J1-t than CPINIONAl'; that the 

nounce 

-
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noto,ce '[vitb a tz'oice ul1CJnimctts, we will not have tbis law; , 
be con-

-
, , 

" , 
, ' , , , 
, 

, 

" , -
, 

1110]ument of- a few indlvldu~ls. -; 
• 

tional debt, a~ foon as the faOle all be afcertatned, or to be " 

-, 



•• 
Vll 

• 

in fome cafes much better, than what cofl: fou,r till1es that 
fum.-- -But at the fame time, if the citizens of there ftates 

• • 

. - -- _.-----• '. .J • • 

It 
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• 

and the feveral affemblies of thefe frates, it would often have 

ferious.matter, and [hofe who are beft able, are eafier led than 

The cit~zens 'of this "irate have long been anxious for a . 

burden on the rich and -1 uxurinus, -and has a natural tenden .. 

. vvill 
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ojes, although the), r;.vere as the . ars 0 - heaven or ntultitude., 
t!nd as the and on the ea ore innu]Jurable.--- Their udges 
were the elders of their cities, who held their i-effions in their 

and tX pen five procefies. _ 

znvlol(!te~ as \ve rer:ard our PUBLIC FAITH. And I fubCllic . '-

- -
nl~y not ani\ver very ialutary purpof:::s lhat a conn-ant cor-

• 

tait~lt, 

13 
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quences. 

dency; which I have attenlpted \vith a view tD prevent 

I 

, 
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o 

enlar s on a alTI 1 er, entltu e) c. 

HE articles of our fcederal union were drawn up by 

the th irteen articles of our confederation. 

correCt and arnend. them, in every inftance, in \vhich when 

prefent articles of our fcederal union are found on a air 
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-·No 

ever thinks ctherviife devotes hinlielf, his f.1rnily, and his_ 

na prefcriotion in favoi of .i'IJrannv afJainfi liberty." t ./ ., L") -

The authoi of the d dferration OR which I renlark, has, 

rai"l.union thro'out his whole differtation, but \vhat he pro.: 

in thofe who go"[)e;-n, how lTIuch fo:ver he nlay be concerned;-

The 11" op~rable Continental Congrefs having friled the' 
Confederacy in the r t article, THE tJ N IT ED ST ATES OF 

AMERICA; by the econd they have taken due care to fe· 

"Each ate retains its SOVEREIGNTY, FREEDOM, and IN· 

DEPENDENCE, and every power, juri aiction and 'rigbt, not 

t)', reedO/:z and independei1ce. ' 

, , , 
" • 
. ' 



(ar~ and caution neceiTa.ry on fo inlportant occaf1cln.---But 

r.rhe author of that difTert;nion on which I am about to 

of Ollr navies., \V hen vve have any in exjilence, and the ftates 

ercifed in any other \vay hut by the fuprerne authority of 
the cOlnOl0n\vealth---Bl1t it never entered into their Inind5 



to fuch as will be the tools and creatures of his court---DO 

v. ith 
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but thefe do not 

COJizpatible, to ai'1..,Y particuldr ate, all whicb requhre rnoney, 

SITY be ve ed 'lvith tbe po·wer 0 T AX A T ION." 

'rhis author nlay renletn ber the onorable Continental 

Jar ate," at leaR: they undcrfropd th:u matter as well as 
this author can be fuppofed to underftand it ; at the fame. 

on to the unconftitutional 111eafures of the Britifh parlia-

peact:---appointing courts fur the trial of piracies and f~]o-
• 

captures" : ..... ":' 



• 

that nlay hereafter arife betvveen t",vo or nlore ftates con-

of the ftate of New-York---although I cop-elude, it 111Ufi: be 

tives, antecedent to their feveral grt2nts, or has {inee been. 

forts of the U njted States, and no\v ceded by C;reat-IJ/'itain 
to th~ Thirteen United States of l'{orth-J;1;-;;erica, be con(1-

and that the right of pre-elTIption of the foil fr0111 the na­
tives, ,vhich was all that Gre;at-Britain could cede to us, and. 

o • 

n:'lnalll 



or fr 0 111 [h e 1..1 Vv' S 

G-re;1r-Brit:-tin h~ld 

lo 7) i It,:?: it b j> (7 J , 3 11 

I' 
\ 17 '" ) 

of .LV(}rlb·-~1rt!tti(ll, fro:-n the Atlantic on the eafl:~ (0 the 

thilt N()rth-An~lerica was diftributed to thClTI, " wl'en tbe 

• .....J L::-

1 (r •• ,. '., -

(' "',-' cotn-
• 
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C01111TIlttees, and civil officers as rna y be necefTary, tor : 
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OP PRESS ION., TY RAN NY LInd IN JUR Y wben illu ed ; yet j·ont tbe 

authority, a power 0 lnaking contralls., without any povJer 0. 

'l1Zo1zey to pay tben'] -a power to build !hips, without an] 1noney 
to do it with ' {!, power a enzitting 'IJ1one}, witbout fUry power 
to redeem it ' or a po-wfr to borrow 1'lZrJiUY, without any po-wer 

-

are under then1 the !/Jrd' 5 anoiJ:ted; 

at t 11 e ex nee 0 f the bet t b 1 00 d 0 f t hat n:l t i ~) n . N ~ ,~ \v i t h,.. 

Nor 
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, -

than thofe v.1~th \vhich they are alre,!dy vt'Hec.l) it \yould be 

conftitution, as the D.tt1on jronl 'Nhotn 'Are derive our origi­
nal have deHroyed their 8\Vn---anJ enflave ;} nation that a 

on 
• C) 

the falleries annexed (0 them he can declare war ", but 

on---

.' ) 

our I-lonor;lble (~c'l1ti;!cnlal (-'ongn.--L thou~bt proper only 

--, . Con~ 



21 ) 

.. -Con~Yrtfs- have the p.reroQ2.tive to dt'Clare ~Nar, but the 
~ , ~J 

ft a U'S, v: hn nlofi (tTtn in 1 y h;)' v e both a 11c..tural and cen litu-

Hand 111 the 1:-iOle fituation) and have the {arne reitrajnt on 
CuJ.z)rt's tha!: the tAtrlian-;ent or rather the CGnln10ns of~EnO"-c) • ! b 

" 11)ill connJland re 'PeD ; that our exports are either raw nlateri­
als, or pro'vi t011S, and tbeir i11zports In(J vly .ni :Jed goods, our 

of EUROP E, and atl the outhern colonies 0 All1erica, our riend-
'Jip and trade will 0 cour e be [our/ed"; (lnd each power in arnity 

v:ith us will contribute to our .::curit]." j\.nd if we take 
proper care not to internlcdd le in the politics and broils of 
Eurcl')ea1tcourts, this dO\.1btleis will be our happy fituationfor 
aves. 1.-'\h1S being our cafe and fituation, may not the af-C) __ ) 

.. with the articles of our fceder31 union, rcfufe to grant n10-

, 

, 
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fllCh ctrcutnf'tances -and if the aiTeo1hlics of the ftateq are 

• 
prerogatIve. 

taxation, he has nlade out, not on 1 y to fupport the dign ity 

to carry fire and f\vo~d on to the continent, ift fupporr of his· 
German dominions., at the expenee of the blood and trea-

I 
I 

ti-ve of appointing all officers ci·vil and military, and by; 

thefe ftates; and for that reafon, no doubt, did not think 

that 



the v.erv [arne, viz~ 1;:" A few hereditary duties on the ex .... .. 

I. was fixf'd at feven thollfaFld pounds .. --a duty of two fbil ... 

the owners l1nknown-~-whalcs and fturgeons thrown on the 

!troy the beft civil conftitution, in n1any re[peCts, that ever 
was conlpofed and eHablifhed on this fide ount-Sinai---an 

otherwife our ruin will be of our[e]ves. 

• 

tala 
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the • er'7..'[ ce 

The true end and -defign of our coofedtration 1 take to 

ceff'ary for the ervice of the ftates--- \Vhat ervice? 'T'he er-

can not p L1 t up wi tll ~ wit h 0 U t the i r be i n ~y v t it e d wit h the 
po'wer of taxation: v/ho 1:'1ys, fo1. 6, ~, '1lis would '}11ake ,;zll 

public ecurities, l.cilb a total L1Jl}Jil.,iiaticn or cur pub.it: oedit----. ". . .. 

prove beyond all ccnlrtldit7/(;n tbe VAN1T\' IJ.( a!! 'ret'f-<t?jc !:..; tbe 
et'veral aj enzblits 0 -theJ1atcs---tbf r-cen'!! i 1jt:.zi7(e !J./ tl,t t./!!!J 0 

• 7 l' 
•• 1 r ... , ,t 

P ,- !: l 1- , V I III r 
At t........ c.. \,. 1 ... , 

.... .,-; I. , 

t Ilt! 

• 

• 
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aoreeable to the 8th article, the author can better fdY than 

Iiland, are fatls that are notorious, \vhich manr attribute to 

ture ; but at the faIlle tinle feenls defii.·ou~ " to re rain theln 

prayer~ " That Alnzighly IV; dOHl 1.J)ould direfJ biJ pen in the 
arduous di (ft lon," jol. 12. And in truth and reality, the 

jet(; and as he [eeiTIS defirous of I)ivine J\'id, I vllould re­

weigh and confider the civil polity of the licbre·IJ)s, \vhich 

v a a n 11 n 1 b t' r S f) f j n h a b j t:: n t s 'W i t h i n v e r 'J n ~ r r () \-v li I Jl irs,' . 
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-

15 to be con l'ituted [0 as to do no 111ifchief with that vail: au-

0[,15, are COl11'f'rlOnly, not only the LEGAL, but tbe REAL, SUB-

QYALlfIED?llen' TRIFLING DESULTORY men---WILDO'r KNA­

VISH chemo'"s---al1d DULL IGNORANT OGls in the delegated 

. . ~ 

that khzf"Js, lords, dui.:es, barons, carls, and knights, ""ere not 

"' ~ • • tnt e g 1'1 ty , 
. - . 
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) • , 

attachlnent to the doCtrines of revelation, and the ci-vil con-

truly lhe cafe, we are in a very pitiable litttalion truly! But: 

natures fi10uld think worthy ot a trial, I preftJme n1any 

tion, to [oole or all of thenl, a con1monweahh never VIas, 

enrich thel11felves or fanlilies, by the eI"Floluments of office. 

SION. 



penditure of all public n10uies, annu(ll,~v laid before Con­
greis and the j.\ilelTlblies of the ftate:), ctS thofe who pay 
1110ney moil: certail11y have a right to knov{ how, and 10 

flelbat Zt e it is applied. 

fuffi('ient nuo1bers jn each n~te, who are nlen of abilit)" in-

of the reeJ1zeJZ 0 this . ate, * and would have a greater ten-

~'..tall con t 0 T\VO CHAMBERS, an UPPER and LOWl!R HOUSE, 

or a SENATE and COIHrvior;s, u:ith tbe concui-rence () both nece-

difcu tons, be ore ! ~~JO d;jlintl chl11nbers 0 f nUll, E QY ALL Y qua-

bers to hold thern.·" ·" .. ;3u t another difficulty arifes in my 
lnind, as our author 112.S not as 'Yet po~nted out any new 

mode, 
~ I rr:~.y, pcrh::!f's, he to1d, Congrcfs do publifh rueh a journal. I 

v·oul,) j tl 11: dk [or in forma tion, I-las th~t journ;ll ever been once laid be­
i{)rc tLe Ccr.cral Afi~:lj";.l'·ly ~/f(i!i/("" ~s we hall rcafon to expect by the 
cth ~ l· .. ~r.if· :. T4--1"'" 1"1'! co lIe" ,.,.. \.;~,,--,rp '~('Ol' (~01'11 t')(· rl n n-l r'lO. l;c ? 
../ .01, i.l- \,. ..... '-J.~ ~ ..Jr."" " .... \J .. \.) i,'" ,~--v .. v \"....... ,-"" 110_ - .. \r- t/I>'\'Q \..\.. _ II 



ul; lantial repre e1Ztati~){s 0 their eleflor s; fo that I do not 
ice any real advantages obtained by the divi ton, as both 

Ject doubtlefs he will 'Jine, and it being attend~d with a de-

) efpecially, i110uld the fiates be fo happy as to fee ,vith him, 



fide in the buuneis of war and d·-- ence---uf this l11iniiter 
howevc'r~ by his own acco:"lnt., \ve !hall frand but j n little need, 

for th~ir ()wn adv(zntage wi 11 court our riend f1ip and con­

author \vould have added JUDGES of LAW and CHANCER Y" . 

All thefe GREAT MINiSTERS of STATE he would have to 

to take, before they finally pafs any biil, \vithout ,vhich 

CE R s. And to this fabric of his oV/n ftruct u re, in foJ. 2-h 

GREAT !',!INISTERS of STATE; to \vhich l1unlber it 111a11 be 

- -- frODl 



• , 

f ... 
, ' . 
• 

fron: the 
one frool the 8utbern ,dIes; one of which three it !hall be 

all 0 whom 'JaIl be cClil1Jzittrd tbe SUPREME EXECUTIVE AU­

THORITY 0 ti7e etcs., all and zngular of tl)en'}, ever account-

~ho. all ever be acct'untable to'J or rC7noveable fer ju (au e by 

of whom will have the pnwer to remove rheIn for any 11zal­

chofen by popular eleftiol1s . 

to enforce the rit7e obedience to the req uifitions of Con-

article to be di cu ed, viz." hat methods the con itlttion ttll 
:point out to ENFORCE tbe . as and requijitioJ1s 0 Coagre s thra' 
the everal ates; and how the ates which REFUSE or DELAY -

e'vcry view the gro " . ab urdit)" 'lR)or e than a ate 0 nature, 

{' (Jrt 

• 

• 



• 

• 

thr? 

the fOt!l that fins ihould die. crbe cen ure 0 t/.)e GR EAT 

pi-opo'e that EVERY PERSON, whetber in PUBLIC or PRIVAT'E 

CHARACTER, who by PUBLIC VOTE, or other ov E R T ACT DIS­

OBEYS the SUPREfvfE AUTHORITY all be al1'Jenable to Cmz. , 

gre s, all be u1nn10ned and COMPE LLED to appear be ore Con­
gre s, and 'on due CONVICTION u er ucb FINE, IMPRISON­

J\,IENT, or other PUNISHM~NT as the SUPREME AUTHORITY! 

in this etA e onh" rviz. "PVhen that 7-'ote is to DISOBEY the SUM 

PREME AUTHORITY.·' 0 7ne1J'Jber 0 (l enzbly can have a right 
to give uch a vote, a;zd there ore ought to be PUNISH E D or /0 . 

() our union ould lie at tbe nlcrc), 0 a _lingle atc." 0' ,What is 

franled the articles of our fcederal union, could not have 
forefeen there intoll'rable blunders and defeCts in our (on~ 

Vi OU lu. 
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H 1:: ATE 0, V 10 LEN T, 0 P PRE S S I V E, a 11 d very T Y RAN N I CAL ; 

I , 

, tyrannical. . I cannot conceive \vhy our author lhould be fo 

, 
, 
, , , 
, 

~ out by Congrefs, ha~ rumed hiITI too much; and that ~e 
did not ~lritc this part of h!s DifTertation " in tJis coolt)'t 
bours." I never vet have learned that the frate of Rhode-

J 
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, 
34-

• 

hy'the n:nth. Our author would have difcovered lTIOre le­

had been willing to pafs over fuch an error, (if, on ftritl: 
fcrutiny, it fhollid prove to be an error to have the offender 

}'or which reafon, in behalf of fuch ate 0 enders, I would 

to adluit of fuch an alteration in the articles of our fcederal 
union, until our honorable Continental Congrefs iliall difco-

,vhg drafted the articles of OUf fcederal uI~ion, and fo c.-lre-' 

n1eafllres, filOldd fo {oon attenlpt to fubvert our happy con .. 

, . 
;,lS 
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to each frate, I anl told, on requifitio n , have already acce-

oppo ed by Oyef, in any 0 the ates which God orbid it 
'Ja!l be law ul or Congre s to end in to uch ate a u eient 

uniol'l; which Congrefs themfelves dra ted, ~nd which the 
• • 

make: 

IS, 1 hat In all charges of war, and ~ll utiler cxpcaces incuiTcd for the 
common defence, the qu?ta of each Hate \V;i.~ to be in proportion to tL~ 
value of lands, &c. 'rIlls eitimate \V~.''J.IJ havs bc\..'n a~tc'll(.::j v,.:jr~:! 
great expence, and liable to except len ~:-- "C<Y:.l ':.:."! c!~, t~ iet'e «)I"C" :11-:1;"(' J. 
-to the Hates Tha.t the quota. of C'{'''.''I1'·'' d· -:.i,t ; ... , :11 F!")"()~"J'I-'~l t··· t 1.,,.,. 

, • .... I .t-' "'" \,.. ,~ ~... .. I -L .. ... L. u~, . - #' ,\. l' -' 1... ,-,.l \J '. v 

number of whlte and other frce iahaLicL.1<::: a hi three ;~i,~:s o( ti.:~ 
flaves: Which alteration, in pror)ortic~liT:r t;;e q'.lut.:l of tL~ :~ .. :'> .. .1 
am told, has bC\.:l1 adoptt..:d by tht..: kgiD./ ~Lt:: 1)[ ~Li:: r.(t~ :~, 



" I know that UprCl1Je authorities are LIABLE to err as well as 

tional exten ten 0 power; although not uPto blood. But 

rights of the ftates. As C'ongrefs have VtJifely avoided all 

f I~"""().."· ;''''to l;'~m;lJr:{)rl th:ul'C ;l' In~,!·l) lOp' )r(\11 to ct'ar either ~.. I ... "- ~ ~ . ~.. '- l.,.: ~ ....,l. .:; ......... ... ~ ~.. .... ...... _ u 1. IJ .,11. 

<J - .• " their 
--. 
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thrir civil conftitution is deficient, 

elon, an individual; but with a fifter frate, :I whole com-

aJtd no concurrence can be obtained." But he has luckily found 
out a relTIcdy even in that cafe, viz. '~Sit ill, and do nothing, 

-for to cure the two oures of their }ulky hU1nOt~r: They 

" A D I CT A TOR, 1.vho all have and exerci e the 7.ohole power 
() both Hott ,,'J, till ucb tinze as they ':Jall be able to concur i1~ 

. . - .- has 



• 

I-foufes, he is to renlain DiEldtor until the I-Ioufes can agree 

rive; for he is to be veilen with the po1.uer 0 both ou eJ, fo 

hunl0Uf" until he tnakes hitnfelf a PERPETUAL DICTATOR • 
• 

There is no chinlera in all this- our author is cocfiftent in 
his o\vn plan ."" and his v"jews are apparent ' ,to reduce us to 

Difcontent and uneafinels will enfue' , , faCtions form and in .. 

- '-.... - - - . . 
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ran ny whatever. . 

der our circumftances: And the hvnor and dignity of Con-

viation from the articles of our fcederal union makes a dan-
• 

when the. defects are nlade evident. 

the apportionl1tent 0 burdens and benf ts,-·· ·and that an ill ap-.. 
ortioJ'Jnzent will be an everla ing fJurce 0. unect Inc sand di con .. 

(lin be made which will not be liable to exceptions and debates.'· , 

rule wbich will ()rever encrea e or decrea e with tbe real wealth 
. 0 the ales; and, 0 (our e, will be a perpetual rule, not ell-

: This 
• 
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in the confederation: \But if the \veltern lands ceded by the 

thofe frates, by virtue of their ancient grant5 fron1 the 

that thofe {fates which are circunlfcribed on tvery fide by 

one foot of land by the--cemon ; , much lefs can I fee what 

latitudes in North-America, from the Atlantic Ocean on 
the eaft, to the SOllth Sea on the weft, not inhabiced by the 

• 
fU1ee ; 

were , 

I 
• 

! 
, 
i 
• 

-

I 



range the fon:fts. 
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• • 
) 

to believe, ". 'rhat God hath made 0 one blood, all nc!iOl1S oj· 
Ihe earth, and hath deternzincd the bounds () their habitation :" 

drive them frorn their habitations. I ""ven kno\v it is fJid., 
here v.;as vacant territory of which they !toad in no need:, but 

ought to be cooped up \vith in narro\ver 1i111 its;. ~nd lll~l y a i 

thereof, as to d i fpc.fiefs the :)/?"}lO;jJ of A. t11 eri C:1 0 f (L c; r hun L-
• 

. 1 r"1 l' h 1 l' . qUlt (le 101 '·"',\-Ville p~Op f", ~t I..'ajt rn,Ul y' ()t rhC!11, IL.v~..: 

}-' 7) P 1 '1 l \ .... 1 



cedent to the ceffion, and that ceffion means no lTIOre 

natives 3S it is terrned) to the excluEon of Britifh fub-

the conJcd\:,Ll~e Hates, as I have not [ten the Definitive 

{'I ort 0 cbi,'d.jh 71cnfen e." 

t~Ul1 ; other\Vli(: hov/ v'Ie in this nate have ieized the eftates 

h,,.: clo11;,:\ unL:1 s the (ri nlL is confidertd as a crinle ('onlrnittf"d 
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the {tates. 

difrreffed their friendg, their eftal.es are but an inconfiderable 

ftates to refift, went \vithin their lines, but have neither 

nlake no doubt there are n1any I could willi I write it 


