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HIS age groans under. fuch.a. furcharge

~ of new booL that though. the many
good ones lately pubh{hcd’ do. much balance
the great {fwarms of ill, or at Ieaft needlcfs
ones ; yet all mén complam of the unncceflary
charge and:trouble many new books put them .
tos The trm.h of it i1s, Printing 1s become a
‘trade, and the preffes muft. be kept going, {o
that if it were but to fhuflic out an ill book a.
nan may be Lcmﬂtad,'to#kﬂ p them. at work.

AND for books of devotion: and’ prcty, wes
have feen {fo many excellent ones of late in. onr
oW n langquc, that pﬁrhaps no age orlanguage
can fthew the like: In thele the Chriftian Re.
lizion is propofed. In-its own .true and. n*xtm'a.l _

olour.:., and refcued from thofe falfe reprefe
ations many-are apt to. make of it ;. and-:f' 1t.
confifted either-in-external performanccs, or ia
:mﬂchamcal heats of the faney, or in embracing
fome opinions or intercils. Izs, anxd cas be
zzﬁrfuw elfe, but a difigm to make uslike God, bot:
' the taward tempir of our minds, and in our whole
déportment and converfation. For this end did
Chrift both live and die; this he taught by his
difconrfes, and difcovered in his life. He died,

that. hc might take away fin, and not only, or-
& e:hn.ﬁy,
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chiefly, 'to procure our pardon, whicli was
done by him for a further end, that an univer{al
indemnity being offered through his.death, all.
mankind ' might be thereby encouraged to enter.
inte a courfe of holy ebedience with all poffi-
ble advantages, having the hopes of endlefs.
happinefs, and the fears of eternal miferies be-
fore them ; having-the ecleareft rule, and. the
moft unblemithed cxample propofed to them ;. -
being alfo fure of conftant inward fupplies, to
fupport and firengthen their endeavours, and
a1 unerring Providence to dire& all things that.
concern them.. Nor are there any preeepts,.
in this whole do@rine whofe fitnefs and true
exccllency, befides the author:lty of the Liaw-!
giver; has not been fully inade good : And the
truth of the principles of natural religion, and:
of the revelation of the counfel of God, in ferips
ture, was never; {ince miracles caaﬁ:d - demon-
firated with fuller and clearer evidence than -
in our age; both for flopping ‘the mouths. of:
all daring heétors; and fer filencing the fecret.
doubtings of more inquifitive minds. And
though fo- grave a fubject fhould have beem
rather prejudiced thanadorned by artificial and
- forced ftrains of wit.and efloquence ; yet, as our
langiiage was never chafter than now, {o thefe
fubje&ts have been handled with ali*the proper:
dcccnc:lcs of c&fy wit and good: language.

BUT, a{’ter all" this, mto what a torcnt of’
-grief and lamcntatmn muft we break out, when
we confider the- age we live in L for few de

cither
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either believe or refle@ on thole great things

- And, as if they were a gencral conipiracy
againft God and Religion, how docs the greater
part among us break loefe from all the ties
and bonds of that. yoke that is light and eaiy,
and eflave themfelves to many bafe and hurt-
ful lufts and pafions f And are not fatisfied with
being as bad as they can be, but defire that all
the-world may eficem them fuch, and glery in
their fhame; and imhauce their ﬂmlt, by turn-
INg fadtors for hell;, fludyingto corrupt all about
, them. 'This fad profpe& mufl nceds deeply
affe@ all that cither truly love God, or have.
a tender compafiion for the fouls of men; and
"will.certainly {et them to their fecret mourn-
ings and wreftleings with God, to avert the
heavy judgments that {feem to hang over ouv-
heads,——and that he may, of his great ‘mercyy
turn the Kearts of the froward and dlfobt:dlcnt

to the wifdom of the juft.. |

AND till God arife and blefs his gofpel with
more of this {fuecefs, nothing could be fuch arr
effe@tual:- means for convincing the world of the
truth and excellency of our moft holy fmth as
that thofe who profefs and embrace it, did w'llm
in all the {iri@nefs of a moft holy, innocént and:
exemplary life ; keeping the due mean between

the affe@ation of morofenefs and hypocrify, and

the levities of: 1rrc]1gmn and folly. This is the
enly argument that is wanting te convinge . the
- world of the truth of our Rellgmn all people

axe more wrought on. b_\; liveing examples iet
- before
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before their c}es, than by any’ difcourfes ex
rcafonings, how. {irong or convincing foever ;
the one 1s more eafily apprechended and lcaves.
a deeper impreflion than the other, - which
docs not prevail on us, till; by frequent and
lerious reflections,, we be fatisfied about them ;.
and when we hear any one fpeak well, we arc
not affured he thinks as he {ays, but do often:
{ufpeét he is fhewing his wit or eloquence to
our cell, that he may perfuade us into fome.
opinions thatinay prove.gainful to himfelf. Bur,,
when we fee a man purfuing a conftant courfe:
of holinels,. 1n the mofi painful inftances, which.
do moft prejudice his vifible interefls, we have
all renfon to believe-he is in good earncit per-
- fudded of thofe truths.which engage him to fuch.

a.converiationa

_AFTER the ages of niracles, nothing prevail-
cd {fo much onthe world, as thre exemplary. lives, -
and the painful martyrdoms of the Chififtians,.

which made all forts of people lookwith amaze-
ment on-that dodtrine that wrought {o power-.
fully on all ranks, and did raife pf:rfons of the:
meaneft education and difpofitions; and of the:
weaker fex and tender age, to do and {uffer be-- .
yond ‘what their greateft heroes and moit: cele-
brated ph:Lofopher,s hadever done. And in thofe:
days, the, .apologifis for the Chriflian Religion
did appeal to the lLives, of the Chﬂl&lans, to>
- prove their doé&rine to be holy; coencluding,

that there could be nothing but -good in that-

do&rine that made all its votaries fuch. But
- alas.l:
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zlas'! when we write apologles, w.e rrmft appeal
from the lives of moft that pretend @ to be reli-
gious, to the rules and precepts of our moit
holy faith; and muft deccline the putting the
trial of Chriftianity upon that.iffue; and though,
thanks be -toGod, there are beautiful and hin.
ing inftances of - the power of Religion among
us, yet, alas! .there be too few of them, and
they lye-lid in .a wvaft’ mixture of others that 1
are nmlght.

THE two great prejudices the tribe of Zber-
itznes anid ruffiens arehardned #vagainft Religion,
are, fir/# That: they do not'fee ‘thofe that pro-

" fefs. they believe: the traths' of Religion, live
like men that do fo-in godd earneft; and I
have known them fay, That did 'thcy believe
the-Great ‘God governed' all humam affairs; and
-did know all we do, and were ‘to.call us to an’
account for it, and reward or punifh according--.
1y, in an endlefs and unchangeable fiate; they
could not live as the greater part of Chrlﬁlansi
do, but would prefently renounce all the vanities
and follies of this world, and give themfelves’
up wholly to a holy and exact conrfe of life.’
Secondly, 'T'he other prejudice is, That as for
thofe in whofe deportment they find little to
blame, yet they have great caufe of fufpe&ting.
there 1s fome hidden dcﬁgn under 1t, which will
break out when there is a fit opportunity’ for
ity and they conclude, that- fuch perfons are
either fecretly as bad as others, only difguifing,

at by a more dcccnt dcportmcnt, or that ali-
they
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they do s .a force upon- thcmfclvcs for {fom
fceret end or other.  And if there be fome onf
wliom they can faften neither of thefe, (as it is
hardly pollible but one that is refolved to po-
{lels himfelf with prejudices, will ¢ither find or
pretend fome colours for them) then, at’ laft |
they judge fuch perfons are morofe and fullcn,
and that they find (either from the difpofition |
of their body, or their education) as muchi fatis-
fa&ion in {uch their four gravity, as others do
in all their wanton and extravagant.follies.

Tuesr prejudices, «fpecially the firfl, muﬁbc
difcufs’d by real confutations; and the firic
condu&t of our lives, as wzll as our grave and
folemn devotions; muft thew we are over ruled
by a firong belicf of the authority of that law
which govierns our whole .altions. Nor will
our aMiajning from- grefs immoralities be, ar-
gument enough, fince -even decency .may pre-
vail fo far,{though alas.! .never fo little as now,’
when fools do fo generally .make a-mock at the
fhame and {enfe of fin, as Af it were only the
- peevifhnels of -a firi® and illiberal .education)
but we muft abftain from .all thofe things that
are below the gravity of a Chriftian, and wlrich
ftrengthen a corrupt gﬂncratlon in their vices.'
‘What fignifies endlefs gaming, efpcc:ally when ,
joined ‘with fuch avarice and paffion as accom-
pany it generally, but that people know .not
how tp difpofe of their time, and .thercfore.
muft play it away: idly at beft ? What fhall be

-faxd of thofe conftant crowds at plays, (° ¢yjbecz-
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elly when the flage is fo defiled with atheifin, and
all forts of imimorality ) but that {o many perfons
know not how to fill up fo many liours of the
day, and therefore this contrivance muft ferve
to wafte them, and they muft feed their eyes -
and ears with debauching objects, which will
cither corrupt the minds, or at leaft. fill their
imaginations with very unpleafant and hateful
reprefentations ¢ As if there were not a {ufh-
cient growth of ill thoughts ready to {pring up
within us, but this muft be cultivated and 1im-
proved by art. What are thofe perpetual vifits,

in the giving or receiving-of which moft fpend
the better half of the time i which they are
awake ¢ and how trifling at beft, but generally

how hurtful the difcourfes that pafs in thofe
vififs, are, I leave to thofe who live in them
to declare. How much time’ is {pent in vain
drefling, (not to mention thofe indecent arts of
painting, and other contrivances to corrupt the
world) and all, cither to feed vanity, or kindle
luft? And after all this, many that live in thefe
things defire to be thought good Chriftians,
are conftant at church, and frequent at the {a-
crament. What wonder then if our Libertines,
{ecing fuch things in perfons that pafs for very
religious, and having wit enough to difcern
that fuch a deportment does not agree with
the belief of an account to be made for all we
do, conclude they do not believe it, otherwife
they would not behave themfelves as they do.
Some failures, now and then, could not juftify

wach .an mfercnce ; but a habit and courfe of
b o thoff:

!
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~thofc thinZs is an argument againft the reality
.of that belief, which I confeis 1 cannot an-
{wer. Co

Bur, when we have got {o far as to-efcape
thofe things that are blame-worthy, it is far
from being all we muft aim at. 1t is not enough
not to be ill ;7 we muft be good, .and eéxprefs it
in all the inflances which our flate of life and
circamftances call-for': . Doing geod to all, for-
giving inmjuries, comforting all in trouble, fup-
plying the neceflities of the poor; but chiefly,
fludying to' advance ‘the .good of all peoples
{ouls as much as we can; improving whatever
mntereft we have in any perfons to this end, of
raifing them to a {enfe of Godand another life;
the chief motive offered to this, being the un-
affcCted {tricknels of our own deportment, which
will make all our difcourfes.havé the greater
weight and force in them. *

AND for the other prejudices, ‘it 'is true
there is no fence or fecurity againft jealoufy,
yet we ought carefully to aveid every thing
that may be ancccafion of i®; as all fecret con-
verfe with fulpeéted perfons, the doing any

" thing (that without fin we may forbear) which

is fingular, or may bring a difefleem on others,
or make us be obferved, or'talked of ; and, in
a word, to fhun all forced gefturcs, or modes
of {peech, and every thing that'is not native
and genuine: For:let men think what they
will, nothing that-is confirained can’'ever bes

' | 'COmE
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eome {o natural, but i1t will appear, lothfmre_
and alfeéted to Ot]lCIS ; which mulft needs afford

matter of jealouly and difcficem, efpecially to
prying and cr itical obfervers,

"WEeRre there many who did’ live thus, the
Atheifis would. be more convinced, at leaft
more athamed, and out of coyntenance, than the:
moft learned writings or laboured {fermons will.
ever make them; elpecially if a {pirit of uni-
-werial love :and goodmia did appear more a--
mong: Chriftians, and thofe faftions and animo-.
fittes were laid afide, which both wezken the
mward vitals of holinels, and expofe them to-
the {corn of;their adverlaries, and make: them..
an eafy prey to every aggreffor.. There is.
fcarce a more unaccountablé thing to Be ima-
gined, than td fee:a company. of men profelling.;
a Religion (one great and.main precept: where-
of is mutual love; forbearance, gentlerefs. of
{pirit,. and compaffion- to all. forts-of perfons)
‘and. agreeing-in_all.the eflential- parts, of its.
do&rine, and diffring only in fome lefs mate--
rial and more-diiputable things; yet maintain-
INg thofe differences with a- zeal {o d1fpropor--~
tioned to the. value- of them, and. profccuting -
all that-difagree- from- them with all .poilible:
violence, or, if they- want means to ule-out--
ward force, with all‘bitternels of fplrlt. This:
muft needs' aftoriifh every impartial-beholder,.,
and raife great prejudices againft fuch. perfons.
‘Religion, asmadeup-of contr adl-ﬂ:mps, prof'e[ﬁn o

love, but break ing out in all the a&s of 1—)’Itr3dn«-
oD 2 g ~ Bums

.
- -
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Buzr the deep {enfe I have of thefe things
has carried me too far ; my defign in this Pre.-
face being only to mtroduee the followmg
Discoursg, which was written by a pious and
learned countryman eof mine, for the private
ufe of a noble friend of his, without the leaft
defigrr of making it morxe public. Others: fece--
ing it, were much taken both with the exeellent
purpofcs it contained, and the great clearnefs
and plealantnefs of thc ftile, -the natural me-
thod, and the fhortnels of it,---and defired it
Imght be made a more public good: .A:nd know-
ing -fome iInteveft I had with the &uthor, 1t
was referred to me whether it fhould lye in a
private clofet, or be let go abroad. - I was not
fong in fufpenfe, having read it ever:; and the
rather knowing fo. well as I do, that the Au-
thor has written out nothing here but what he
Kimfelf did well feel.and know ; and therefore,
it being a tranfcript of thofe divine impreflions
that are upon his own heart, 1hope the native:
and unforced genuincnefs of it will both more
delight and’ edlfy the Reader. I know thefe
things have been . often difcourfed. with great
advantages, both of reafon; wit, and e ence;
but-the more- witnefles that concur in fealing
thofe divine truths with: their teftimonies, the

more evidence is thereby given.. -

Arxn {6 the Reader 15 defired’ to perufeit
with fome: degrees'of the- fame ferioufnefs in
which it was penned, -and then it-is prefumed
%c will not repent him of his. pains..

- GZLBERT BURNET.
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HIS excellent’ book was firtt publifhed
above threefcore years ago, in the Au- -
thor’s hfctlmc, by a Learned and Eminent Di--
vine, who gives us this charafter of him:
“ I'hat the book was a tranfeript of thofe di-
“ vine imprellions that were upon hisown heart,

¢ and that he had written nothing in 1t, but
¢ what he him{elf did well feel and know de

: SmcE I had the happinefs to become acquain-
ted with it, I have heartily blefled God for the
benefit I have received to my own foul, by the
perufal of it; and have’ carneflly wdhcd 1t had
a place in. every family, was carcfully perufed
by every onewho canread, andthat the fentiments
of pure and undefiled Relzgzorz it comtalus were
impreffed upon every heart. I have much re-
gretted the {carcity of copies of it; efpecially
fuch as might be within the reach of the poorer
fort of perions. I have, Indeed, lately feen an
unpreﬂion, which is{old at alow price ;. but then
it 1s fuch a forry one, that I think it muft be:
a pain to read it. I have therefore made it my
bufinefs to promote an Edition of it in a fair
Papcr and neat Letter ; at {o low a price, that
the pooreft may purcha{'c' it, whe arc able to
purchale any book at all ; and the chixitable
may, at a [mall expence, give it away. -
‘ -3 XX

-y
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‘Tur things which efpecially recommended
the #ook to mny heart, and which, 1 think, can-.
not [ail to recommend it- to.the heart of every. -
{ertous peruler of it, are, 1. The juft notions.
it contains of real.and vital religion, 1 oppo=-
fition to the comnyon miftakes concerning -it;

and the. view it gives us of that z 2727 E€707,07L5 fpmt
which be.lomgs to true piety ; with a juft allows.-
.at the lame: tlme, to the proper mfluence of exa
teral mOLIVC‘i. Thﬁ C‘\Cﬁllt‘tllcy and‘ torce.
of the motives, bv which true Religion is here -
recommended, to'ﬂ‘ether with the energy and
‘warmth with which they are delivered.. 3. The.
excellent dire&ions here G‘ivcn, for attaining:
true plcty and goodnefs. T. hé: pruJencc
and charity the worthy Author dlfcovel's in
avoiding matters of doubtful d{/;’afzmc‘zwz about:
which the beft.and wifeft men differ, while- he-
1s treating-of matters of the greateft importanca:
about whith all-good and.wife men muft agree:
And oh !" had we- more of that true Chrifiian.
fpirit, 16 beautifully delineated,:and fo warmly.-
recommcnded inthis book, I'.cannot bt think,. -
"that the fiercenels of our confentiens and ani-
mofities, about things of lefler moment, muft.

confiderably abate. In fine, that vein of ‘good

fenfe and clear thought,' and of ferious piety,.
_ which runs through thc whole of this perfmm-

‘ance, exceedingly commended it to me..

—

For thefe rcafons I earneftty recommend
this book to. the careful perufal’ of all with

whom my » recommendationmay he of any weight; .
particularly.
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particularly to the people -ot tholc .congrega-
tions of which I have .had of now -have iiie
-overfight. 1 would, in a-more particular man-
ner, recommend it to .the poor of our .flgeks,
whonhave .not -money to .buy, or time to rcad
darger books : You have here a valuable trea-
fure, .in a {mall compafs,. and at.a very low
-price ;.fo that you may bothealily come by 1t,
.and eafily become acquainted with ity and render
it familiar to you: By reading one half hour
iin it every L.ord’s day, you may in.a few wéeks
read the whole : And 1if, with- this, you join
“{erious meditation -and earneft prayer, I hope
you {hall reap great gaod by it, to the glory
of God; and that 1 fhall haveyour blefhngs
-and prayers for putting.it into your hands.

I. wourp ‘likewile, in a particular manner, .
srecommend 1t to the rifing generation, in wholc
-education 1 have the honour to have.confidera-

ble charge ; and oh! that I could be fo happy -
ras to make them {enfible how _much 1t would
contribute tothe peace and fagisfallion of their
‘whole after-life, to haveitheir minds gnd hearts
-early peflefied of {fuch juft notions of true piety
and goodnefs, -and {uch-a prevailing liking to
‘it, as-this excellent book.tends to:promote ;
‘how much, T fay,. this'would conduce to their
true enjoyment in a prefent.life, even though
we fhould fet afide the confideration of that
-eternal flate, to which we are all hafining apace
-and whither the youngeft of us knosws not how
Joon he may take his .flight :. The chief part,
- ' - ‘and
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and valuable end of all true knowledge and
learning, is the rettifying and improvement of
the heart. I would eipecially recommend this -
book to our young otudents, who have their
views towards the fa¢red funttion. I cafinot
but reckon, that the moil ncccffary part of
preparation for that important work, is, to
have {uch a juft underftanding of the.great des
fign of Religion and Chriftiantty, and fuch. a
tafte of true piety and goodnels, as this book
tends to infpire us with: An boneft and good
beart is the main thing neceffary for preaching
the word of God,as well as for kearing it, with

profit.

In fine, 1 hope, 1 may .take the liberty to re-
commend it to my younger brethrenm in the
Holy Miniftry. The careful perufal of this-
little book may, I hope, contribute to the fur-
ther improvement of their notions of Rchgmn,
and to promote in them that rational piety,
and real goodnels, in whichthey ought to be
examples to their fock. It may allo afford
them excclient hints to be mmproven upon, ac-
cording to the abilities God has given them, in
their public performances: There are few para- -
graphs in this excellent book, but what
may each of them be profitably enlarged
into a Sermon. And oh! my brethren,
how may it put us to the blufh, and what a
holy emulation fhould it raife mn.us, to know
“that the worthy Author of this admirable boek,

compofed it before he was 27 years-of age?
‘ o what
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what a {fpur to our deligence, that he ¢ame to
the end and -reward of ‘his ‘labours before he
was 28! And if you relifh this book yourfelves,
I hope you will recommend it to the people
under your care: And I believe you may find
a benefit 1n it, more than worth all the charge,
to beftow fome copies of it among the pooreft
~in your flocks, and ‘thus oblige thofe by. a pre-
fent to read it, who might reckon it a hardfhip
to be obliged to buy it, cheap as it is.: We
may now ferve a dozen or a-fcore of :poor fa-
milies with this ufeful book, :at an expence
which hardly any of us would :grudge to -be-
{tow upon entertaining a.diftant acquaintance,
or.a pafling {iranger.

‘To conclude, I heartily recommend -the
Reader, in the Perufal of this book, ‘to the Di-
vine .blefing: And am

His fincere well-wifber, and

 Bumble Jervant in .the Ion!,-ﬂ

23 0C 62

C-'Gilcgc_ of Edzﬁrxgﬁﬂrgﬁ,} WiLL. WIsNART: -
Aprit 26th, 1730, ' -

‘ -
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M‘Y‘DEAR FRIEND, L '..
HI,S dcﬁgnatmn doth give you a-title
to all the endeavours whereby I can - .
__- - {ferve your interefts;; and U
| .vour pious inclinstions to do {o, e occafs or
vhappily - confpire with my duty, of b dif~"
| that I fhall not need to- ftep’ out - ‘courye.
of my road to gratify you; but
I inay at once perform an office of friendfhip,
and. difcharge an exercife of my fan&ion, firrce
the advancing of v virtue and holmels (which I
hope you make your greateft fludy) is the pe-’
-culiar bufinefs of my employment. T his, there-
fore, is' the'moft proper inftance wherein I can
vent my_ effeftion, and ‘expreifs my -gratitude
towards you, and I thall not sny longer delay
the performance.of the promife I made you to
this purpofe: For though I know you are pro-
vided with better helps of this nature than any
I can offer you, nor are-you like to meet with
A 7 apy,
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any thing here which you knew not before ; yet
I am hopefu‘l that what cometli from one whdm
you are Plealed to honour with your friendfhip,
and which is more particularly "defigned for
your ufe, will be kindly accepted by you; and
God’s providence perhaps may fo direét my
thouﬂhts, that fomething or other may prove
ufeful to yous Nor ﬂlall I doubt your pardon,
if for moulding my -difcourfe into_the better
frame, I lay. a “low foundation, beginmning with
the nature and properties of Religion, and all
aiong give fuch way tomy thouﬂ*hts, In the pro-
:G.,cutmn of the fubje&, as may bring mg to {ay
. many things which wére not ncceﬂary, did [
oniy confider to.whom ['am writing.
I .cannot fpeak of R.Gllgio*‘l
MiRakes a- bug I muft lament, . that afnong
Yout Religion. {o many prctcnd:.ra to it} {o fow
. | underfland what it means ; {fome
phcmg it in the underflanding, in orthodox
notions and opinions ; and ‘all the accournt they
can give of their religion, 1is, that they are of
this and the other periuafion, ‘and have joined
themi{elves to one of thofe many feéts where-
into Chriftendom s, moft. unhapplly dwldcd.'
Others place it in the outward man, in a con-
ftant courfe of extérnal duties, and a -model of
performances ; if they live peaccably with their |
ncighbours, keep. a temperate dict, oblerve the
~ returns of worfhip, frequenting the church, or
: " their clofet, and fometimes extend their hands
~ to the relicf of the poor, they think they have
ﬁifﬁcicn’qu acquitted themfedves. Others again
s ' - put

- i l'.‘.
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put all. 1‘(':110'1011 1n the aﬂ‘ué‘uons, n rapturoub
hearts, and exﬁatlc dcvotlon and all they anbmn,
at, 1s, .to pray with paﬂlon and think of heaven:
wn:h pleafure, and: to.be afiedted with thoie kind
and melting expreflions wherewith ‘they court
their Haviour, till, they perfuade themfelvesthat,
they are miughtily in love with him;: and.from. .
.thence affume a great confidence of; their fhlva-
tion, wh:ch they efteem the chief -of. Chaniilian.
graces. - 'P'hus are thefe:things which have any.
relemblance of prety, and. at the beft are but.
means. of gbtaining 1t, or particular exercifés
of it, frcquentlv mmiffaken for tie whole of Re-
lw*lon 3 I\ay fon,eLimﬁs wickednefs- and vice
pr ctcnd to that .namg.- X {peak npt. HOW of
thofe grofs impieties -wherewith the Hcatrers
were wont to worlhip their gods ; there.are but.
too many Ghriftians whowould confecrate their
vices, .and hollew-their corruptaffedtions, wwhote
rugged humoury. and. {ullen . pride,. muf} l‘ﬂt‘-}'
for Chriftian feveriety ; whole ficrce'wrath, anii
bitter 1age- agamﬁ their enemies; muft be call:
ed holy zeal -~ whofe: petulancy towards- their
{fuperiors, or rebellion agairit their goveynors,
muft:-have the name.of. Chrifitan courage. and.
rcfolutwn.- ‘ . -

- But certainly- Rehglon: is quite What Rel:-.
another thing, and they who are G072 iSe-
acquainted.-with it, wildl entértain.
far- different. thoughtsf. and- difdain all- thofe-
thadows-and falfe imitations of it.- They-know
by é&pericrc’e" that true Religion is an uniom \
of: -the. foul Ywith God, a real participation of”

ﬂ o A 2 _ the
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the: divine nature, the very image. of God:
drawn. upon the foul, or, In the Apeﬁle S.
phrafe,. 2t.25 Chrift ﬁrmed within.us.,” Briefly,
1 know not how thc. nature of. Religion can
be more fully exprefled, tham by.calling it a.
divine life: And. under thefe-terms. I thall dif-.
courie of 1it, ﬂlf;vqr:mg,IL firft, how 1it.1s called a.
Lzfe, and. than how it 18- termed divine.-

" E chufé- to' exprefs it by the
dts perma- wname.of Lifes firft, becaufe of its.
nency. and. permaneney and f’cablllty. Religi-
Sability.. on.is not a {udden ftart, or. paflion

of the.mind, not thotgh. it thould.
rife to. the height of. a rapture, and feem to-
tfanfport_a man.toextraordinary performances.

"There are few but.have:convittions. of the nea
' ceffity. of. deing fomething for the{falvation of'
their {ouls, which. may pufh them forward fome.
fteps with a great deal of. {feeming hafte: But:
anon they ﬂag and give over;, they were.in a:
hot mood, but now they are ceoled;: they.did.
thoot forth frefh and high,----but.are-quickly-
withered, becaufe- they had' no root in:them-.
felves.. Thele fudden fits-may be compared to-
-the violent and. convulfive ‘motions of bodies
newly beheaded, cauled- by ‘the' aglx:atlens of.
-the animal {pirits,, after the- foul 1s. departed,.
which, however violent and 1mpctuous., can be;

of no long continuance ; "whereas: the: motions-
of holy fouls are conftant and regular; proceed-.
ing from-a permanent and: lively prmclple. It
is true, this divine life continueth not always.

fac that “fame ﬂzrength and vigour, but mang,r.
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 nimes-fuffers  fad dccays, and holy men find
greater dn‘h"cdlty m refifting  temptations, and
lefs alacrlty in the performa.nce of thelr dutjes:
Yet:it is not quite extinguithed ; nor. are they
abandoned to the-power.of .thole corrupt affec-
tions,-which fivay and .over-rule. the reft of the.
'WOrl.lr '

Again,. Religion. may. ‘be de~ Its Jweedonz -
figned by. the name of- Life; . be- -and wunconj
caufe it is an- inward,. free, and. frainednefs.
felf~-moving: princiRle ;. and thofe |
who. have. made progrels. in.it, are not a&ecL
only by. external motives, driven merely by
thrcatc.mngs, nor_bnbﬁ:d by Promifes, NoY: COn~
firained by laws ;. but.are. powerfully inclined
to that which 1s good,.-and delight.in the per-
‘formance. of it.. The love which a.pious man
bears to God and: goodncfs,, 1s not-{o- muchby
virtue-of. a command enjoining him fo to ‘do,,
as by. a-new nature‘infiru&ing and prompting
hlm ‘to it,;.nor doth he pay. his devotions as an
unavoidable tribute; only to appeale the divine
juftice, or. quiet.his-clamorous confcience;. but:
thofe religious exercifes are the propey. cmanas
‘tions. of the divine life, the matural employ-
ments of the new-born. foul. He prays, and.
gives. thanks,. and repents, .not only becaufe:
thefe things are commanded,. but. rather bew
cafe he is fenfible of his wants, and of the-
divine- goodnefs, and. of the folly and mifery
of a finful'life ; his charity is not forced,, nor
his alms extorted from him ; his love makes him.
willing to: give; 5 and thcmgh there were no out-

. , ward:
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ward obhﬂ'atlon, his Deart wonld devife liderad
*Zrz?{gr.f. huul’c,lce. or lntemperﬁncc:, and. all otlwrr
vices, -ane as. contrary to Az temper and con-
fiitution; as the balctt altions axe to'ths molt.
gencrous 1pirit,. and impudence and. fcurrlhty
to. thole who are naturally modeft.. So that [

may well {ay with St John, T, Whafoever 2s born
- of God, doth not.commit _firnt ;. _ﬁ;ir biso jeed rema-
eth i himi, and he cannot fin, becaufe be s born off
God. Ilmuﬂ*h holy and religious perions do-
much cye the law- of. God, and have a- great re-
gard unto it; yet 1t is not {fo miuch the iandtion
ofathe lew, as its. reafonablenels, and purity, and:
- gooudnels, whrch do prevaili with them ; they
account. it.excellent,and defirable in itfelf, and.
that n. Lt.,epmﬂ‘ of itr therce 1is: great reward ;
/and that divine love:wherewith they are a&ed,n

mabkes.them become.a. 1aw unto the:melves..

R Quis legem: det aman 2dbus e
T ﬂ{fyor eft amor: lex zlb/ ¢ /2%, -,

'tho fhall preicube a law to thoie that love?:
Love's a« more powerful law wl hich.coth: them

MO VeE.
In.a- word what outy Lﬂeﬂ'ed ‘3amour fa1d - of"
Himfelf, is in fomc meafure apphcablc to his
ﬁ)llower‘s T that s thedr meat and dring to do
their Fathers-wills And as the natural: L.ppetltc
is carried out towald food; thouﬂ'l‘i we {hould”
not refle& onthe neceflity of it ﬂ.l the prefer-
~vation of ourlives; fo are-they cardied wich a!

1 ; Jolm iii.-%_ : #:'-in}n v, 344 .
- natural
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‘matural and unforced propenfion toward that
which 1s good. and compmiendable. It is truc,
cxternal motives are many times of great ufe to
excite and ftirup this inwardpr.inciplc eipdeially
in its infancy and weakneis, when it is gften io
Iangmd that.the man hinfelf can {carce difcern
it, hardly being. ablé to move one-ftep forward
but when.heis puﬂlcd by his hopes, or his: fears
by the preflure of an afi&ion, or the fenfe of

a mercy, by the authority, of theilaw, or the

;_pel irafion of others. Now if fuch a per{'on be
confcientious -and uniform in his.gbedience,.and

carneftly groaning under the fenfe of . his duil-

‘nch, and 1s defirous .to perfarm his duties with
more {pirit and vigour; thefe are.thefirflt mo- .,
tions of.the divine life, which, though'it be faint
and weak, -will furely be cherlﬂled by the in-
'fluences o{' heaven, and grow unto greater ma-
turity. But he who is utterly deflitute of this
inward principle, and doth not a{'pu‘e unto it
but contents himfelf with t thofe pﬁ:rﬁ:armanccs
whereunto he 1s prompted by educdtion or cu-
ftom, by .the fear of hcll or carnal, notions. of
heaven, can no meare be aocountcd a’ religious

Pperion, than a puppet can be called a.man.
This forced and artificial 1611'3‘101'1 is commonly,
heavy and languid, like the motion of a weln'ht
fmccd upward It 1s cold a.nd fplrltlefs llke .
the ‘uneafy compliance of a wife married againft - .
her will, - who earriés it dutlfully toward . the
hufband whom fhe .doth not love, out of fome

ienfe of virtue or honour. Hence alfo this re-

. o - - " ligion
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igion 1s feant.and niggardly, efpécially in thofe
duties which do greateft ‘violence to mens
carnal mclinations, and .thofe {lavifh {pirits will
‘be .{ure .to-do no .more than is.ablolutely re.
quired: It is.a law -that compels them, and
they will be loth to go beyond ‘what it-flints
them to.; may; .they will ever be putting fuch
glofles on it, as may leave themfelvesthe great-
<lt. llberty Whereas the {pirit-6f srue .religion
as frank andliberal, far from fuch peevifh and
narrow reckoning; and -he who ‘hath given
himf{elf.entirely unto God, ‘will'never think he
doth too much for hmm. .

By tlhas time ‘1 ‘hope it doth-ap-

Religion A
N dzi ne  PE3T that Religion 1s with a great
:prz}:c iple deal of reafon termed a Life, or vitdl

principle, and that 1t 1s very ne-
“ceflary to diftinguifh betwixt it and that-obe-
-dience which-is conﬁ:ralncd, and depends-upon
cxternal caufes. - I come next to give .an ace
count why I defigned it by the name: of -dzvine
Lzfe: And {o.it may be called, :not.-only in re-
gard of its fountain-and origial, :having Geod
for its author, and being wrought in the fouls
of men by the power of his holy- {pirit ; bus alis
in regard of its nature, -Religion being a-re-
femblance of the «divine perfe&mns,‘the image
© of the Almwhty ﬂumng in-the {dul-of man:
Nay, it 1s -a real participation of“his nature,
it is a beam of the eternal light, a drop of that
infinite ocean of' goodnefs; "and they who are
“-endowed with it may be faid to have God dwell-

3n5 in their fouls; and C'Z»rgﬁ Jormed within them.
. Before
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Before I defcend to a more - What the na-
iparticular confideration of that tural {1fe  15.
divine life wherein true religion’
doth .confift, -it will pcrhaps be fit .té fpcak
. little of that.natural or animal life WhICh pre-
wails in thole who are: firangers to the other:
- And by this I anderftand nothing elfe, but our,
rmehnatmn and propenfion towards thofe things
ahich are pleafing and acm:ptablc to nature ; -or .
felf-love ifluing forth.and {preading itfelf into
.as many branchcs as men have feveral appetites
and'inclinations. The root .and foundation of
the animal life, I reckon to be fenfe, takmg 1t
largely, as 1t is oppofcd unto faith,”and im-
| porteth our preception and Jenfation of thofe
things that are either grateful or troublefome.
to us. ,Now thefe animal affe&ions; ¢onfidered
in themfelves, and as bhey are mnplanted in us
by nature, are not vicious or bleameable; nay,
they ar¢ inftances of the wifdom of the Creatonr,
furnifhing his creatures with~fuchappetites as
tend to the prefervation and welfare of their
lives. Thefe are inftead of a law unto the
fbruta beafls, whereby they are diredted towards
‘the ends for which they were made: But man
being made for higher purpofcs, and to be
guided by more excellent laws, becomes guilty
and criminal when hc is fo far tranfported by '
the ihclinations of this lower life as to violate
his duty,-or ncgle@ the higher and more noble
defigns -of his creation. ‘Qur natural’ affe&tions
are not wholly to be extirpated and deflroyed,

-but only to k¢ moderated and over-ruled by
' | B [uyerior
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fupcrio'r and more éxcellent principle. In g
word, the difference betwixt a religlous and
wicked man, is, that 1n the one divine life bears
{way, in the other the animal Jiie-doth prevail.
But it 1s firange to -oblerve
- Dbe different unto what different courfes this
tendencies of mnatural principle will fomefies
the natyral carty thole who are whollyguid-
Zife.  + - ed by it, according to the divers
- * circuinftances that concur with
it to detcrmmc them ; and then .not confi-
dering this doth 'fr equcntly octafion very dan-
cerous ‘miftakes;  makimg men’ think well of
tliemlelves by reafon of that {feeining difference
wlrich is betwixt them and others, whcrcas per
heps their a&ions do  all. the swhile flow: .from.
one ‘and the fame- onﬂ'mal. 1f we conﬁdcr- the
natural temper and conitmltlcn of metns fouls,
we {hall find fome to be airy, frolijkefome and
lizht, which makes their behavour-extravagant
etnd mdlculous, whereas others are. natuva]ly
{criousandfevére, and their wholedarriage com-
pofed 1into {uch gravity' as gains them a great
‘deal of reverence-and eseemp. © Some are of an
humorous, rugged dnd mordfc temper;. and can
neither be pleafed themfielves, nor endure that
athérs ﬂkould be {fo. Butvall.are not born with -
~ {uch four and unhappy - difpofitions ; -for fome
. perfons Iratve a certain fweeenefs and benignrity
rooted in their natures, and they find the great-
¢ft pleafure in the indearments of fociety, ‘and-
- the mutual. complaccncy of . friends, and covet

_sothing more than to have éverif body .obliged
- | ' Lo to
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to them : And it is-well that nature hath pro-
vided- this. cmnplemmml tcnderm..is, to fupply
the defect of true charity in the world, and to
incline men to do {omething for onc ranother’s
wclfare, - Again, in regard of education, {fome .
have never Dbeen- taugit to follow any other
rules than thole of plealure or (adx,a,ntagc s but:

- others are {o“1nured to obfcrve the firiéeit vules.
of .decency and henour, and fome; ‘inftances of -
virtue, that-they’are hardly capable of doing
any” thing which they have been accmﬁomed Lo-
‘look upon as bafe and unworthy. :

In fine; 1t 1s no fmall difference 1n the de".)t)rt-
ment of mere natural men, that doth arife f TOIM-

- the firength or weaknefs of themrwit:or judge~ .
ment, and from their care ornegligence in:ufing
them. Intemperance and ludt, mjuftice and.
oppretlion, and all thofe dthep mnpieties which
abound in the-world, and render it {o mlferab]c,
are the iflues of fclf-lovc, the cffe& of the ani-:
mal life, when itis neither over powcred by reli- .
gmn, nor- governed by natural rcaipn: - But if.
it- onee, take hold of reafon, and get Judﬂ'ment
and wit to be of its .party, it will many.times

difdain the grofler fort of vices, and fnrmg up
unto fair lmltatxons of v1rtuc and - trooclncfs. It -

a man have but {o much’ reafon as to confider:
the préjudice which: intcmperance ‘and nordi-.
nate lult do bring unto his: hf.:alth., “his fortune-

and-liis rcputatmn, {elf-love may,. fufhiceto reo
firain him; and oe may obferve the rules of

moral Juﬁlcc, in dealing with others,.as the beft

way.to {ecure his own 111tcreﬁ and maintain his
.: S B .2 — - eerit
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credit in-the world. But this is not all'=Foxu:
this natural principle, by the help of reafon,’
may take a.higher flight, and come nigher-the
inftances of piety and.religion :. It. may. incline
a man to the diligent findy. of. divine truths;
. for why ihould not thele, as wall ras. other i'pc-
eulations, be, plgafant and grateful to.curious.
‘and anuﬁtwe minds 2. It may 'make men zealous:
"in maintaining ard. propagating. fuch. opinions:
as they have elpoufed, and be very defirous that
others. fhoyld. {ubmit unto their judgment, and:
approve the-choiceof religionwhich they them-.
felves-have-made : It may make-them delightto
hear and-.compofe-excellent difcourfes.about the-
matters. of religion ;. for eloquenece is- very plea--
~fant whatever-be the fubjet :-Nay, {fome it may:
difpofe:to no.{mall height. of {fenfible -devotion..
The glorious-things.that are {fpokenof Leaven,
may makc .even a.carnal. héart in-love-with it ;;
the metaphors: and {imilitudes. made ufe-of in:
feripture; of crowns and {cepters, and.rivers-of:
pleafure; &fc. will ealily. effe® a.mdn’s fancy,.
and makehimwifh to be- there, though heneither-
underftand non delire thofe. {piritual: pleafures:
which are defcribed: and fhadowed: forth by:
them ;,and when-fuch a perfon cemes to believe:
- that Chr1ﬁ: has-purchafed thofe glorious-things.
for him, he may feel.a-kind:of tendernefs. and.
aﬂ't.éhon toward {o. great a: bemefattor; and.
imagine that he is mightily "enamoured with:
]nm, and yet all'the while-continue a firafiger to.
- the holyr temper-and. fpirit:-cf the blefled Jefuss:
and’ what hand: the natural conftitution.may:

I‘cmze in the XAPtUTOs devetibns of fome melans

. . . choly
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choly perfons, -hath been: exéellc%tly difcovered
of late by feveral.learned and judicious pens.
To conch.ldc, there is nothing proper to make
a.man’s life plcafant, or himfelf eminent and
confplcuous in.the world ; but this natural’ prine
ciple, atlifted by wit and rca{'on, may prompt him
to it-; and.though I do not condemn thefe things
in thcmfelvcs, yet it eoncerns us nearly to know:
and confider: their nature, both. that we may:
keep.within due bou:nds, and.alfo that we mayr
‘learn.never. to:value ourdelves on the accounts
of fuch attainments, nor. lay the ftrefs of religions
upon-our natural.appetites or pcrfomanccs..
It 1s.mow time to returnto the
confidération: of. that. divine. life. W.&erein the:
whereof T was difcourfing beforc, divine life - |
that Zzfe whichis bod: wath Ghigh in  doth. confifi..
God; and therefore hath no glari-. -
ous fhow or. appearance in. the. world, - and.to:
the - natural man. will feem a,mean and.infipid.
notion:. As tlie-‘aniinal. life bonfifieth .in. that
narrow-and.confinéd love 'whith. is terminated-
on a.man’s {elf, ‘and in- his. pﬁppcnﬁon ‘toward.
thofe things .that. are pleafing to nature ;.fo-the-
divine. life-ftands.in an univerfal and unbaunded
affeCion, and in-the' maffery over our natural;
inclinations, that they may. never be:able to
betray us- to thofe -things which we know- to be.
blameable.. The root of the divine lzfe 1sfaith ;.
. the chief braaches are-love to-God,. charity to-
‘man, purity and humility : For-(as: amcxce]lent
\‘_perf'on hath well obferved) howeverthefenames: \

bﬁ. ‘common. anivulggr' and. make no cxtraor-
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dinary found, yet. do they carry.fuch a niighty
feniie, that the tongue of maan or angei can
pronounce nothing more weighty or exceilent.
Faith. hath the lame place in the drvine e,
which fenfe hath in.the zaturdl, being indeed
nothing ¢lfc but a kind of fenfe, or feeling per-
fuafion of {piritual things : It extends. itfelt ung
to all divine truths j;:butin our lapled eftate, it.
hath a peculiar relation. to the declarations of:
- God’s mercy. and® reconcileablenels to_{innerd
through a mediator ; and.therefore recewing its-
“denomination fromy that principal objeéts . 1s ora-
dinarily termed Faith i Fefus Chrifi.- .

‘I'he Lowe of God is a delightful and affe@ion.-
ate fenile of the divine perfections, whiclhr makes
the foul refign and facrifice itfed wholly wunto
him; defiring above  all. things to pleaiec him,
and delighting in nothing {o much as in fellow-
" {hip'and communion. with him, and-being rcady-
to do or {fuffer any thing for his {ake, or at his
pleafure. Though, this «affeftion may have 1ts
firf} rife from the favours and mercies of (God to-
ward ourfelves, yet doth it, in its growth and
progrefs, tranfcend. fuzh particular confidera-.
tions, and ground idelf on His infinite” good-
nefs, manifefted in all’the works of creation and
providence. -A foul, thus poffefled with dzzine’
love, muft needs be enlarged, toward ail man-
kind, in & fincere and .unbounded affeflior;
becaufe of the relation they have t6 God, bemng
his creatures, and having fomething of his_i-
mage- ftamped upon them; and this is that
charity: I named as the fecond branch of Reh-
‘gion, ans under which all the parts of jufﬁtji

..~ SR

-
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4l the duties we owe to our neighbour, are e-”

mineiftly comprehended : Ifor he who doth truly
jove ‘all the world; will be nearly Lonccrned 11
the intereftof ev ery ené; and fofar from wrong-
ing or injuring.any perion, that he ivill ref(.m.
~any cvil thiat ‘befals oLher , as 1f 1t happcned to
himf{elf.
By Purity, 1 ander ﬁ:and a- due abﬁra&edncis,
from the body,.and maftery over the inferior
. appetitr:E ; or 1uch a.temper and dlipoﬁtlon of
. mind, as makes a.man.dcipile and abftain {from
.all plcaiures and délights of fenfe or fancy,
which are {inful in themic¢lves,” or tend to ex-
~tinguifh or leflen our relifh of more divine:and
mteﬂcftuql plcaf(ures ; which doth alfo infer a
,refolutenefs to undergo all thofe hardfhips he
may meet with in the performancc of his duty:
‘So that not.only chaftity and temperance, but,
,alfo chriftian courage and“magnammlty may
.come under this head. .-
Humiiity imports a deep ferife of our ow
-meannels, avith "a. hearty and affeftionate ac-
‘knowledegment .of our owing all that we,are to
.the dw‘mc bounty ; -W’thh 1S alwa)?s accompa-
nied with a profound fubmiffion to the will of
God, and great deadnels toward -the trlory of
the world, and applaufe of men.. |
. Thefe are the hlghe{’c perfedtions that ¢ither
men .or angels are capablc of ; thesvéry found-

ation of heaven laid 1n the foul and he w ho

hath attained them, needs not defire to Pry-ine.
to the hidden rols of God’s decrees, of fearch

zhe volumt,s of heaven to know what is deter-
~ . mmcd

Py
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. mined about his everlafting condition.; but he
may find a copy of .(>0d’s 'thoughts concerning
him, written in his own brca& ‘His love to
(God may give him allurance of God’s favour
to him; and thofe beginnings of happinefs,
which hé feels in the corformity of the powers
-of his foul te the nature-of God, and .compli-
arice with his will, are .a fare lcdgc that his
felicity fhall be pcrf'e&cd and continued to all
_eternity : And: it is not without reafon that one

{aid, I bad rather fee the real zmprgﬁom of @ God-
Like nature upon my ewn foul, than bave a vifiok
Jron: Z:m*veu, or an . angel _/ént to tell me~that my

zname were inrolled iz the book of Zgﬁs'. -
When we have {aid all that

Religion Bet- we can, the fecret myfteries of
ter underflood a new nature and divzne Jife can

&y affionsthan mnever be fufficiently exprefled ;
words. - languageand words cannotreach

- them ; mnor .can they be truly
underftood but by thofe fouls that are.en-
kindled ‘within, and awakened unto the {enfc
- and relifh-of. {pixitual things : There #s a fpirit
272 man, and the z;g/}nratw?z of the . Almighty

. giveth this underflanding. 'The power and lite
of religion may be better exprefled in a&ions

than in words ; becaule a&ions are more lively
hings, and do better reprefent the nward
| PI‘IHC‘IPIC whence they proceed :- And therefore

we may take the beft meafure of thofe gracious
endowments from the deportment of thofe in
whom they refide ; efpecially as they are per-
¥ fe@ly exemplified in the hgly life of our blefled
Saviour,
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Saviour, a2 main part of. whofe bufine{s in this
world, was to teach, by his pra&tice; what he
did require of others,—and to make his own

1 converiation an exaé& relemblance of thofe un-
3 parallclled rules which-he prefcribed: So that
1 1 ever true goodnefs was vifible to mortal eyes,
I was thcn, when his prefence: did bcauufy
i and illuftrate this lower world. .

et

That fincere and devout affec. Dzvine Jove

i tion wherewithhis blefled foul did  exemplified
§ confzantly burn toward his hea- 2z our Sa-
§ venly Father, did exprefs itfelf in  vzour.

# 2n entire refignation to his will ; |

g it was this was his very meat to do the will, and

i/l the work of him that fent bim. This was
d the exercife of his childhood, and |

§ the conftant cmployment. of his His dili-

§ Tiper age.. He ipared no travel gence in

i or pains while he was about his dozng God’s
: Father's. bufinefs, but took {uch wi/ '

{ infinite content and {atisfation in:

ithe pérformance of it; that whenj being faint
{ and weary with his journey, he refted himfelf
lon Jacol’s well, and . intreated w ater of the Sa-
| maritan woman.- 1he {uccels of his conference .-
| with hery -andthe acceffion that was made to

the kingdom of Gdd, filled his mind with fuch '
delight; as feemed to. have redoundcd to his

fvery body, rcirefhing his {pirits, and making

him forget the thirft whereof he complained

Ibefore, and refufe the meat which he had {fent

his dlfclpics to buy. Nor was he lefs paticnt
3¢ h and

-1
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His patience and {ubmifiive 1 fuflering the
in bearinget. will of God, than diligent in

‘the doing of it: He endured
the fharpeft afli¢tions, and extremeft miferies
that ever were inflifled on any mortal, with-
eut a repiming thought, or dlfcontented word :
For though he was far from a flupid infenfibi-
lity,or a fantaftic or floical obftinacy, and had as
quick a fenfe of pain as other men, and the
dcc,pc:ﬁ apprchenflon of what he was to fuffer
in his foul, (as his bloody fieat, and tlie fore
sz ement azzd Jorrow which he profeft, do a-
bundantly declare) yet did he entirely {ubmit
to that [evere difpenfation’of providence, and
willingly acquiefced in it.

And he prayed to God, that zf .2 wezepq['
hley (or as one of the: Evanfrehfts hath it, z7 e
were willing ) that cup ngf.;t be removed ; yet he
gently added Neverthelefs, not my will but thine
be done. Of what firange importance are the
s:\prc,ﬂions Yobn x11. 2%7. Whe e he firft acknow-
ledgeth the anguith of his Ipirit, Now zs 7y Sfoul
¢roulled, (w hich would feem to preduce a kindof
demur) and what I _fhall jay 2 and then he goes
td deprccate his'fuflerings,. Father fave e from
15y hour ; which he had ‘no {fooner uttercd,
but he, doth as it were, on {econd thoughts,
vecal it in-thefe words, Buz for this caufe came
I into the world ; tand concludes, Father glori
 fy thy name. Now we muft not look on this
as any levity, or blameable weaknefs in the
Blefled Jefus: He knew all along what he was

o fuffer; and did moft refolutcly - undergo it ;
. hus
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' but it fhews us the unconceivable weight and
L prcﬁure that he was to bear, which bcmfr {er
. afBi&ting, and contrary to nature, he could ot
' think of without terror ; yet confidering the will
of God, and the glory which was to redound
to him from thence, hé was net orrly content,
but defirous to fufler it.

Another inftance of hislove to «Hz} conflavt
God was his delight in conver{- devotion,
ing with “him by prayer, which
made him frequently retire himfclf from the
world, and with - the greateft devotion and
| plcafure ipend whole nights 1n that heavenly
exercife, though he had no fms to confels,
' and but few {ecular interefts to pray for;

which, alas! are almoft the only things that

are wont to drive us to our devotions : Nay, we
may {ay his whole Iife was a kind of prayer ;
2 conftant courfe of communion with God:
If the {acrifice was not always offering, ‘yet was
the fire flill kept alive ; nor was ever 'the blefl-
ed Jefus furprifed with that dulnefs, or tipi-
dity of {pigit, which we muft many timres wrefile
with before we can be fit for the excreife of
devotion.

In the fecond place, I {hould His charity -
fpeak of his love and charity to- #o men. 1
ward all men, but he who would |
exprefs it, muft tranferibe the hiftory of the
gofpel, and comment upon it for {carce any
thing is recorded to have beenr done or {poken
by him, ‘which was not defigned for the good
and advantage of fome onc or other. All his

G2 miraculovs
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miraculoas works were Iinftances of his gm:uLr
nefs as well as his power; and they bencfited
thofe on whom they were wrought, as well as
they amazed the beholders. His charity was
not confined to his kindred, or relations; neor
was all his kindnefs fwallowcd up in.the en-
dearments of that peculiar friendihip which he
earried toward the beloved d1fc1plc. But every
ene was his fizend who obeyed his boly commands,
John xv. 14. and wbhgfoever did the will of bi:
Father, the {fame was to him as. bzs drother, and
Sifter, and mother. ) -

Never was apy unwelcome to'him who .came
with an honeft intention, .nor did he deny any
requeft which tended to the good of thofe that
afked it : So that what was {poken of that Ro-
man BEmperor, whom for his goodnefs they
called the darling of mankind, was really per-
formed by him, that never any departed from
him with a heavy countenance, exeept that rich
vouth, Mark x. who was forry to:lhear that
the Lmﬂ‘dom ©of heaven ftoed at {o high a rate,
and that he could not {ave his foul and his mo-
ney too. And certainly it troubled our Savi-

_our, to fee, that when-a prme was.in his hand
to get wifdom, yet he had no heart to it: The
ingenuity that appeared in his firft addrefs, had
aircady procured fome kindnefs .for him; for
it 1s {aid, aznd TFefus bebholding Fim, loved bim.:
H3ut muft he, for:his {ake, cut out a new way
to heaven, and alter the nature of things, which
"make it impoffible that a covetous- man fhculd

be heppy? |
4 And
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! And what fhall I {peak.of his meecknefs,
iwho could encounter the monftrous ingratitude
riand diflimulation of that mifcreant who betray-
f‘r-' him, in no harfher;terims than thefe, SFudas,
S lotrayeft thou the Sor.of Man with a kifi 2 W hat
Afurther evidence could we defire of his fervent
#and unbounded -charity,.than that he willingly
Rlaid down his life even :for his moft bitter ene-
imies ; and mingling his prayers with his blood,
8§befought the Ifather that _his death might not
ibe laid to their charge, but might become the
tmeans .of eternal life to thofe. very perfonswho
i procured it.

The third branch of the.divine Hes purity.
§ life is purity, which, as I {aid, con-

i fifts in a fegle& .of worldly enjoyments and ace
g commodations, in a refolute enduring of all
{ fuch troubles as we meet with in doing of our
iduty. Now {furely, if ever -any perfon was
| whally dead. to all the pleafures of ‘the natural
life, 1t was the blefled Jefus, who feldom tafted
L them when they came in bis way; but never
ftept out of-his:road to {feek them. Though he
allowed .others the comforts of wedlock, and
honoured marriage withhis prefence ; yet he
.chofe-the feverity of a virgin-life, and never
‘knew the nuptial bed : And though at the fame
time he fupplied the want of wine with a-
miracle, yet he-wauld net work one for the re-
lief of his own hunger in-the wildernefs; fo
gractous and divine was the temper of his foul,
in allowing to others-fuch lawful gratifications

*s himfelf thought-good to abfiain f'mm, and
Tupplying

l—l-!
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fupplying not 0111y their more cxtreme and
prefling nccellities, but alfo their {maller and
Iefs confiderable wants., We many times hear
of our Saviour’s fighs, and groans, and tears;
but never that he laughed, “and but once that
he rejoiced+in {pirit: So that through his
whole life, he did exa&lly aniwer that .charac.
ter given of him by the prophet of old, thathe
was @ man of forrows and acquainted with grief.
Nor were the troubles and difaccommodations
of! his life other than matters -of choice ; for ne-
ver did there any appear, on thé flage of the
world, with greater advantages to have raifed
himfelf to the:higheft {eculiar felicity. IHe who
wouvy! bring together fuch a prodigious number
of fithes 1nto s difciples net, -and, at another
time, receive that tribute from a fiflh which he
- was to pay to the temple, might eafily have
made himfelf the richeft perfon in the world:
Nay, without any money, he could have main-
tained an army powerful enough to have juftled
Cefar out of his throne, having oftner than
once fed feveral thoufands -with a few loaves
and {mall fiThes ; but, to fhew: how {mall efteem
he had of all the enjoyments in the world, he
chofe to Iive 1 {o poor and mean a condition,
that though the foxes bad holes, and the birds of the
air bhad nefts, yet bey, who was lord and Z;ez'r of
all t/.?z?zg., had not whereon to lay hbis bead: He.
did not frequent the’ courts of princes, nor al-
fec the acquaintance or converie of great ones ;.
but being reputed the {on of a carpenter, hc

had ﬁfhf::v:*:r?m:nj and fuch other ‘poor people for
his
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his eompanions, and lived at {uch a rate, as
fuited with the meanne{s of that condition.
And thus I am brought una-
wares to I{peak of his bumility, His bumility.
the laft branch of the drvize
life 5 wherein he was a moft eminent patterato
us, that we might Jearzn: of bum to be meek and
lowly 272z heart. 1 fhall not now {peak of that
infinite condefcenfion of the cternal Son of God,
m taking our nature upon him ; but only refle
on our Saviour’s lowly and humble deportment
while he was in the world. Ide had none of
thofe, {ins and- imperfeétions which may juftly
humble the beflt of men ; but he was {o 1ntirely .
fwallowed up with a deep fenfe of the infinite
perfections of (God, that he.appeared as nothing
in his own -eyes ; I mean; {o far as he was a
creature. \He confidered thofe eminent perfec.
tions, which. fhined in his bleffed foul, not as
his own, but the gifts-of God; and thcreforc
affumed nothing to himfelf for them, but, with
the profoundeft humility, renounced all pre-
tences to them. Hence did he refufe that or-
dinary compellation of Good Mafter, wlhen ad-
drefled to his human nature by one who it
feems was ignorant of his divinity: Why call-
¢/t thow me good 2 there is none good but God only ;
as if he had faid, the goodnels of any crea-
ture (and f{uch only thou takeft me to be) is
not worthy to be named or taken notice of ; it
1s God alone who is originally and effentially .
- goods  He never made ufe of his miraculous
power for vanity Qr oﬂ;cntatwm He weuld not
ﬂ'ra,tlf'y
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graufy the curiofity of the Fews with a figy
from heaven, fome prodigious appearance in
the alr ; nor would he follow the advice of
his countrymen and kindred, who would have.
~ had all his great-work$ performed in the eyes
of the world, for gaining him the greater fame:.
But,when his charity had prompted him to the:
relief of the mierable, his humility made him,.
many times enjoin-the concealment -of the mi.-
racle ; and-when the glory. of Ged, . and the:|
defign for which he came into .the world, re. |
- quired the. publication.of them, he afcribeth.]
the honour of .all to-his Father, telling them,.
rhat of himfelf he was able to-do nothing,; - |

I cannot. infifit on all the inftances of humility: |
in hiis deportment towards men’; his withdraw- |
ing himfelf when they would have.made him a- |
king; his fubje&tion not ‘enly to his. blefled. |
mother, but to her hufband, during his younger:
years, and. his-fubmiflion ' to all the indignities.
and affronts which his rude and malicious enc-
mies did put upon him. The hiftory of his holy
life, recorded by thofe who converfed with him,
is full of {uch paflages as thele; and indeed the
{ferious and.attentive ftudy eof it is the beft way
to get right meafures of humility, and all the
other parts of religion which I have been en-
deavouring to delcribe.

But now, that I may lcflen your trouble of '§
reading. a long letter, by making fome papfes |
in it ; let me herg fubjoin-a prayer, that might
be proper, when one, who had formally enter-
tained fome falfe notions of religion, begins to

difcover what 1t 1S. A

—— Tomd R, e Yl L Bnliods s o] Nk —
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A PRAYER,.
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INFINITE and ETERNAL Majefiy !
.z:‘i’:ztbar and Fountain of beirng and bleffednefs.!

b

_". s
i

i talk of Religion, crid pretend wnto zt; buat alas?
“‘ how few are there that #no® .and confider. what
b3 1t meqns ! how eef: {,‘V do we mzflake the affetions
i _f our natire, and tffues of felf-love, jfor thofe d:-
B vine graces which alone can render us acceptdble
K in thy foght ! It may quftly grive me to-confider,
B that I fhoxld bave wandered [ fo dong, .and content-
m’ myfelf fo often with wvairn ﬂ:adow.r, and _fulfe
B 1mapges of Piety and Religian 5 yet 1 cannot but

8 pleafed, in foype meafure, to'open mine eyes, and
g (et e fee what it 75 at which I owght to dim. I
§ rejorce to confider what mighty improvements my
Y nature s capable gf; and what -@ drvine temper of
§ [pirit doth fhine in-thofe whom thtw art pleafed rto
§ choofe, and cayfeft to approach unto thee. Bleffed
20 thine infinite mercy, who fentéft thine own Sox
| 2o dwell among” men,, and 7 ﬂ: wdt them by bis ex-

| pottern of what thep. ought.-to be. 0! “that the
boly life of the bleffed fﬁﬁm may be-always in my

thoughts, and before mine epes, till I recerve e

(deep fenfe and 1 be‘.{gﬁo;: of thofe excellent graces
that, fBined fo eminently in hun ; and let me never

ceafe any endeavours, £l that new and divine

natuve prevarl an my youl, ami Chrift Zw > formed
Withize 71260 .
D o A-}TQ |
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4, How Little do we poor [finfil creatures Rnow of
'f; thee, or the way to ‘ferve. and ;ziea/é thee! We -

f‘

: acéaw!edge and adore thy goodnefs, who ZuyZ Foar ~

 ample ag well as bes laws, grving them a perfel¥
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" AND now, my dear Friend, having difco-
vered the nature of true Religion, before I
proceed any further,.it will not perhaps be]

-~ unfit to fix our meditations al

- Zhe excellency little on the excellency and ad.|
and edvantage vantages of 1t, that we may be|
of relzigio7. excited to the more vigoroud
and diligent profecution of thofe}

methods  whereby we may attain-{o. great
a'felicity. But, alas! what words fhall we]
find to exprefs that inward fatisfaétion, thole]
hidden pleafures which can never be rightly]
underftood, but by thefe holy fouls who [eel}
them ? A flranger intermeddleth not with ther|
joy. Holinefs i1s the right temper, the vigo-§
rous and healthful conftitution of the foul : Its|
faculties had formerly been infeebled and dif-
ordered, {o that they could not exerciie their
. natural fun&ions; 1t had wearied itfelf with
cndlefs toflings and rollings, and was never able |

to find any reft: Now that diftemper heivg §
removed, it feels itfelf well ; 'there is a duc |
harmony, in its faculties, and a {prightly vigour |
pofleffeth every part. The" underftanding can §
difcern what is good,  and- the will can cleave

. wuanto it« The affe&tions are not tied to the mo-§
ﬁﬁ% " tions of fenfe, and the influence of external ob-§
- je&ts but they are flirred by ,more divine 1m-§
preflions, aretouchedby afenfe ofanvifiblc things. §

| Let us defeehd, if you pleale,§

The excel. into a mearer and more particulary

" dency of di- view of Religion, in thoie {aversl ]
pine Jove. = branches of it which were named |

- before: §
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4 pefore: Let us confider that love and affe&ion
wherewith holy {fouls are unied to God, that
i we may fee 'what excellensy and 1chc:1ty is in-
{ volved in it. Love is that powerful and pre-
valent paflion, by which all the facultics and
inclinations of the {oul are determined, and on
which beth its perfedtion and happinets dcpcnd
The werth and C\.LCH&HC}’ of a foul is to be
meafured »y the objeét of 1ts love: Hg who
loveth mean and fordid things, doth thercby
become bafe a®d vile ; but a noble and well-
placed affe&tion doth advance and improve the
ipirit into, a comformity with the.perfedtions
which it loves. T'he images of thefe do fre-
quently prefent ‘themlelves unto the mind, and,
by a {ec¢ret force and energy, infinuate into thf...
very conihtutlon of the foul, and mould and
fathion it unto their own lllx.cnefs. Hence we
~may fee how caﬁly overs or friends do {lide"
into the imitation of the perfons whom they
afleft ; and who, even before they are awarc,
they begm to rcfcmble them, not. only in- thc .
more confiderable ,lni’czmccs of their dcportmcnt
but alfo in" their voice and gefture, and” that
which we. call - their micn or- air; and certain-
ly we fHould.as well tranferibe the: Virtues and
inward beauties of " the foul, if they were the
objedt and motive of our love.. But now; as
all‘the creatures we converfe with-have their
mixture and alloy, we are always in hazard to
Dbe" {ullied and.corrupted, -by placing our af-
fetion on them: Palion doth eafily blind our
eycs,. fo that. we firflt approve, and then ] imi-
¥, | L2, _ tate.
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tate ‘the things that’ are blameable in. them,}
Vhe true way to improve and ennoble our fouls, §
is, by fixing our love on the divine perfe&tions, |
that we may have them always before us, and §
derive an trpreflion of them on ourfelves; and §
beholding with open face, as.in @ glafs, the ‘grlo:y -'
of the Lord, we may be changed wrto the Jame i
mmage, from glory tq glory. He who, with a |
wencrous and holy ambition, hath raifed his eyes.
towards «that uncreated’ bca.uty and goodnefs, |
and fixed his affection there, is quite of another |
ipirit, of a more.excellent and hereic temper |
+han the reft of the world, and cannot but in- }

~ iinitely difdain all mean and unworthiy- things ;/
wiik not entertain any low or bafe thoughts, |
which might difparage: his high and noble pre- |
tenflions. IL.ove is the ﬂ'rr:atcﬁ and moﬁ eXcel- §
lent thing we are ma&ers of ; and therefore it §
15 folly and bafenefs to bcftow it unworthily : |
it is, indeed, the only thing we can call our §
own; other things may .be taken' from us. by §
violence, but none c¢an ravifh our love: If any §
thinz elfe be counted ours, by giving our love, §
we give all, fo far as we make ‘over our hearts:}
and wils, by which we pollefs our other enjoy- §
ments : It is-not poffibleto refufe him any thing, §
to whom, by love; we have given durlelves ; i §
nay, fince it is the privilege-of glfts to reaeive
-sheir value from the mind of the giver, and not §
‘to be meafured by the event, but by the defire, |
he who loveth, may,-in fome fenfe, Be faid not §
.enly to befiow all that- he hath, .but all things }
elfc which may ma.ke the beloved perfon hap- |

£y
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Py i fince hé doth heartily wifh thcm, and
would really give them if they were i his
.power: In which fenfe it is that one makes
bold to fay, That drvine love doth, in « manmery
gve God unto lumfelf, by the complacency 2t takes -
an the bappinefs and perfeition.of his nature: But '
though this may. {gem too {trained an exprei-
fion, o€rtainly love is the worthmﬁ prefent we
can offer unto God, and it 1s extremcly .deba-.
fed when we befiéw it another way..

When this -affe®ion 'is mifplaced, it doth
often vent it{elf in:{uch expreflions as point at
its genuine and proper objed, and infinuate
where it ought to be placed.. The flattering
and blafphenvous terms ¢f adoration, wherein
men do fometimes. exprefs their paffion, are the
language of that affeétion which was made and
deﬁgned for God; as he who is accuftomed to
{peak to fome great perfon, doth perhaps, una- -
wares, accoft another with“thofe titles he was
wont'to give him : But, certainly, that paffion .
which accountethits objeéts a-deity, ought to be
beftowed onm  hiin ‘who !really 1s fo: Thofe
unlimited fubmiffions, which would debafe the
foul if dire&ted to any Sther, will exalt and en-
noble it when placed here : 'Thofe chains and
cords of love are 1nﬁn1te]5? mriore glorious than
liberty itfelf; this ffavery is'moxe noble than all
the' empires in the world.. )

Afram, as divine love doth ad- Zbe advan-
vance and elevate the foul; fo it tages of di-
1s that sléne whigh can make 1t wme lo'va.

happy 3 The 'higb._éﬂ: and moft ra-

s
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wﬂung pleafures, the moft folid and_ fubflan.
tial dclights that human nature is capable of,
are thofe which arife from the cndcarmcnts
of a well-placed and fuccelsful affe@ion. That
which 1mbitters love,” and makes it c:rdmamly
a very troublefome and hurtful’ pa[hon, 15 the
placing it on thofe who have not worth enough
to deferve it, or affe&ion and gratitude to re-
‘quite it, or whole ablence may deprive us of
the plcafuxc of their converfe, or their mi-
{eries ocoafion-our trouble. To all thefe. evils
arc thcy cxpoled, whoie chief and iupreme al-
fection is placed on creatures lxie them{elves ;
but the love of God delivers, us frem. them all.
Fzr/2, I fay, love muft nceds
The worth of  be milerable, and full of trouble
the objelt. and difquietude, when there 1/
| not worth an excellency enough
in the object to anf{wer the vaftnels of 1ts cape-
city. 5o cager and violent a paflion cannot but
fret and torment the fplrit, when it finds not
whergwith to {atisly its cravings: And, m-

deed, fo large and unboundediis its nature; that

1t muﬁ be - extrcmely pinched and {traitcned,
“when confined to any creature ; nothing below
an mfnite good can afford it room to [iretch
itfelf, and exert its vigour and aétivity. What
.is a lietle fkin-deep beauty, or {ome finall de-
grees of goodnels, to match or fatis{y a pallion
which was made for God; defigned to embrace

an infinite good: No wondcr lovers do {o hard-

Iy {uffer any rival, and -do not defire that others

{hould appreve thcir'Raﬂlon' by imitating it;
They.
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They know the feantinefs and narrownefs of
the good which they love, that it cannot {uf-
fice two, being In éffeét too little for one.
Hence love,” which zs flrong as death : occafion-
cth jealoufy which zs cruel as the grave the
coals whereof arc.coals of I'ire, which hath a
moft viclent flame. . | -
But divine loye hath no mixture of this gall.
When once the foul is fixt on that fupreme and
all-fufficient good, it finds {fo much perfe&tion
and goodnefs, as doth not only anfwer and {atisfy
its affe€tion, but mafter and overpower it too:
It finds all its love to be too faint and languid’
for fuch a noble obje&, and is only forry that
1t can command no more. It witheth for the
flames of a fraph, and longs for the time when
it fhall be wholly melted and diflolved into love ;
and becaufe it can do {fo kttle itfelf, 1t defires
the afliftance of ‘the whole creation,that angels
and men would concur withit in the admiration
and love of thofe infinite perfetions.
Again, - Love 1s accompanied ,
with trouble, when it mifleth a = The certain-
fuitable return of affe&ion: Luove -2y to e belo-.
is the moft valuable thing wecan wved again.
beftow; and by giving it, we do,
in effe&, give all that we ‘have; and therefore,
‘1t muft needs be afHi&ting to find {o great a gift
defpifed, that the prefent which one hath made -
of his whole heart, “cannot -prevail ‘to obtain
any return. Perfeft love 1s a kind of felf-dere-
[iion, ‘a wandering out of ourfelves; it isa
kind of voluntary death, wherein the lover dies

. . ‘ . L6
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to Inmielf, and all his own intexefls, not think-
ing of them, nor caring for them any more,
. .and minding nothing but how he may pléale
- and gratify the party whom hedoves: “fhus he
1s quite undone, unlels he meets with recipro-
cal affetion ; he negle&ts himjelf, and the o.
ther hath no regard to him: But it he be be-
loved, he is revived, as it were, and liveth in
the foul and care of the perion whom he loves;:
and now hec begins to mind his own concern-
ments, not {o much becaufe-tlicy ‘are his, as
becaufe the beloved 1s pleafed to-own an inter-
eft in them ; hic becomes dear unto himfelf, be.
caule he 1s fo unto the other. « -
But why fhould I enlarge in {o ksiown a mat-
ter ! Nothing can be more clear than that the
happinefs of love depends onthe return it meets
with ; and herein the divinelover hathunfpeak-
ably the advantagé, having placed his affectior
on him whofe nature is love, whofe goodnels is
as infinite as his being, whofe mercy prevented
us when we were his enemies, therefore cannot
chufe but embrace us when we are beconie his
friends.” It is utterly impoflible that God fhould
deny his love to a foul wholly devoted to him,
and which defires nothing fomuchasto {erve and
pleafe him; he_cannot difdain his own imagg,
nor the heart in which it is engraven: Loveis
_ all the tribute which we can pay him, and it is
* ‘the facrifice which he will not difpife. .
| . " vAnother thing which difturbs
Qde prefence the.pleafure of love, andrenders
'~ of the &eloy- it a miferable and unquiet paflion,
" ed perfon.  1s ablence and feparation from

‘ thoie
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thofe we love. It is not without a {enfible affiic-
tion that friends do part, though for {fome little
time ; it 18 {ad to be deprived of that focicty
which is fo delightful ; aur life bccomes tedi-
ous, being {pent in an impatient expeétation of
the happy hour wherein we Inay micet again :
But if death have madec the {eparation, as fome
time or other it muft, this occafions, a, gricf
{carce to be paralleled by all the misfortunes of
human life, and whereinr we may pay dear
enough for the comforts of our friendfhip.
But O how happy are thole who have placed
their love on him who cannever be ablent from
them! They need but open their eyes, and
they fhall every where behold the traces of his
prefence and glory, and converfe with him
whom their foul loveth; and this makes the
darkeft prifon, or wildeft defart, not only {upe
portable, but delightful to them..

In fine, a lover is miferable, if D be divine
the perfon whom he loveth be fo; Jove makes-
they who have.made an exchange us partake
of hearts by love, get therebyan of an zz/i-
intereft in onec another’s happi~- uite bappi-
nefs and mifery : And this makes #zeps.
love a troublelome paflion, when
placed on ¢arth. The moft fortunate pcr['on
hath grief enough to-mar the tranquility of
his friend ; and it 1s hard to hold 1t out, when
we arc attacked on all hands, and fuffer not
only in our own perfon, but in anether’s. But
if God were the obje&t of our love, we fhould
fhare in an infinite happinéfs without any mix-

il - gure,
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ture, or poflibility of diminution; “we ‘fhould
rojolce to behold the glory ol God, and re-
ceive comlort and plealurce from all the praifes
wherewith men and angels do extol hiin. It
thould dechight us; beyond all expreflion, to
conider, that the beloved of our {ouls is inf-
nitcly happy m himlelf, and that all his ene-
mics cannot {hake or unfettle his throne ; Zhat
e God ts e the heavens, and doth zuba{/&ew#* boe
7 )/L*-"t/r'&‘z,?. '

Bchold, on what fure foundation his hap-
]:-Lu,[.:. 1S bmlt, whole foul 1s pollefled with di-
vine love, whole will 1s transformed into the will
of Ged, and whofe grcateft defire 1s, that his
Dizker thould be plcaix_d' O the peace, the
relt, the latisfaction thav attendeth duch a tein-
per of mind ! .

‘ What an infinite pleafure muft
Ide that lov- 3t needs be, thus, as.it were, to
eth Gad, Tole ourieives in him, and, bcing
Sds fiveets fwallowed up 1n the overcoming
wefs 12 ewerry  {enfe of his goodnefs; to offer
arfpenfaticn. ouriclves a living {acrifice, always

afcending unto -him in flames of
tove.  Never doth a foul know swhat {olid joy
and lubflantial pleaiurc is, 't:ll once, -being wee-
ry of 1itfelf, it reunounce all Propi icty, give it
icl{ up unto the author of its being, and fecl
itielf become' an hallowed and devoted thing,
and can {ay, from an inward f{enfec and feeling,
.ﬂfy beloved is mzne, (I agcount all his interclt
mine rw"n) and I amm His: 1 am content to be

2ov thing for him, asd care.not for myfclf,

Lt
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fat that T may ferve him. A perion, mould-
cd into this teinper,would find pleature in it
the difpenlations of providence s "U'emporal cui-
ioyments would have another reliih, when le
mould tafle ihe diviae goodnefs in them, and
confider them as tokens ol love {ent by his dear-
eit Fordand Maker: And chaftifements, thou:h
they be not joyous, but gricvous, would heres
by loie their {ling, the rod as well as the flaff
would comtort him: He would inatch a kifls
from the hand that was {initing him, and gather
fweetnets from that {cverity ; nay, he would
rejoice, that though God did nat the will of
fuch a worthlels nnd [ooliils ercature as hiintely,
yet hedid his own will, and accompliihed hisown
deflirns, which ure 1nfinttely, more noly and wile.
‘I'he exerciles of rehigiongwhich .
to others are inifipid aund tedious,  Thodutsesof
do yicld the hLighell plealdre #elzgion are
and delight to {ouls pofTr.:f'F::(r deleghiful tu
with divine love. Vhey rejoice A
when they are called | fo go wup-
to the boufe of the Lord, that they may feo [
power Gid brs gloiy, as tiey bove forzmerdy feeu o
w the fanftuary. ‘1hey never think themicives
o happy, as when, having retive:d from the
vorld, and gotten. free. from the noitz aad hur-
ryv of afairs, and fileneed all their clamarous
paflions, (thoic troublcionye guefls within) they
have plazeil themiclvesiin the prcfencc of Go:l,
and entercain fcllowihip and communion witn
him: They delight to adore his peorfellions,
| D) . il

L
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and recount his favours,—and to proteft their
affeétion to him, and tell him a thoufand times
that they love him; to lay out their troubles
or wants béfore him, and difburden their hears
in his bolom. Repentance itielf is a delight-
ful exercife, when it floweth from the principle
of love. T'hereis a fecret {weetnels which ac-
companieth thofe tears of remorfe, thofe melt-
ings and relentings of a foul returning unto
God, and lamenting its former unkindnefs.

The {everities of a holy life, and that con-
ftant watch which we are obliged to keep over-
our hearts and ways, .are very troublelome to
thoflc who are only ruled and adted by an
cxternal law, and have no law in their-minds
mclining them to the performance of their du-
ty: But where divine love poficfleth the {oul,
it {tands as centinel to keep out’every thing that
may offend the beloved, and doth difdainfully
repulfe thofe temptations which aflault it: It
complicth cheerfully, not only with explicit
cominands, but with the moft {ecret notices of
the beloved’s pleafure, and is ingenicus in
difcovering what will be moft .grateful. and
acceptable unto him: It makes mortification
and fclf-denial change their harfh and dreadful
names, and become cafy, {weet, and delightful
things. . o 6

But I find this part of my letter {vell bigger
than 1 defigned, (indeed who would not be
tempted to dwcil on fo pleafant a theme!) I
fhall endcavour to compenfate it by brevity in
the other points.

‘The
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The next branch of the divine hbe excellen-
JLife, is an unmiverial charity and 2y of churity. -
love. The excellency of this
grace will be eafily acknowledged ; for what
can be more noble and generous, than a heart
enlarged to embrace the whole world, whoie
withes and defigns are levelled at the good and
welfare of the univerfe, whieh conifidereth every
man’s intereft as its own? He who loveth his
neighbour as himfelf, can ngver entertain any
baie or injuricus thought, or ke wanfing in ex-
preflions of beunty : IHe had rather iufler a
thoufand wrongs, than be guilty of one; and
never accounts himfelf happy, but when fome
onc or other hath been benefited by him: The
malice or ingratitude of mcn is not able to re-
fit his love: He overlooks their injurics, and
pities their folly, and overcomes theiy evil with
cood: and never defigns any other revenge a-
gainft- his moft bitter  and malicious enemies,
than te put all the obligations he can upon
them, whether they will or not. Is it any
wonder that fuch a perfon be reverenced and
admired, and accounted the darling of mankind ¢
This inward goodnels and benignity of {pirit
refleéts a certain {wéetnels and ferenity upcn
the very countenance, and makes it amiable and
lovely : It inipireth the foul with a noble re-
folution and courage, and makes it capable of
enterprifing and affefling the higheft thinge.
Thofe heroic adtions which we are wont to read
with admiration, have, for the moft part, been
the cffe&ts of the love of one’s country, or of par-

g - ticular
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ticular friendihips : And certainly, a more ex-
tenive . and vimverfal alfedtion muil be much
more powerful and efheacious.

o Agam, As charity flows {rom a
4be pleafure  mnoble and exccllent temper, fo it
that attends 1s dccompanied with the greater®
zZ, {atisfaction and pleafure: It de-

1ights the {foul to feel 1tiell thus
enlarged, ‘and to be delivered firem thofe dif-
¢juicting, as well.as deformed pafhions, malice,
hatred and envy; and become gentle, fiveet,
and benign. liad I my clwice of all- things
that might tend to my prefent felicivy, 1 would
pitch upon this, to have my heart peflefled
with the greatctt kimdnefls and affection towards
all men in the world.. I am {ure this would
make me parctakein all the Lappinels of others;
their inward endowments and outward pruircrl-
ty; ecvevy thing that did bencht dnd advan-
tage them would afford me comfort and plea-
fure: Andthough I {hould frequently mect with
occaﬁrms of grief and compalflion, yet there is
a {weetnels in commileraticn, which makes 1t
mfinitely more defirable thamnra ftupid infenfibi-
hty : And the confideration of that infinite

goodnels and witdom which governs the world,

might reprefs any exceflive trouble for parti-
f.,ular calamities that happen in 1t: Arkd the
hopes or poilbility of mens after-Happinets,
might moderate their {forrow for their prefent
misfortunes. Certalnly, next to the love and
enjoyment of God, that ardent charity and ai-
fe@lion wherewith blefled {fouls do embriice one

ﬂ*iﬁti‘|CT'
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aiother, ic;juﬂly to be reckoned as the greateft
fclicity of thole regions above 3 and dui it Unl-
wverfally prevail m thc. world, it would antici-
pate that bleflednefs, and mal-.e us talte of the
'Joys of heaven upon-carth.

That-which I'named.as a ¢hird D¢ mcflz’m-
branch-of Religion, was purity s ¢y of purity,
and you may vemember 1 de-
feribed it to'.confift in 2 contempt of feniual
pleafures; and refolutenefs to undergo thole
troubles and pains -we may meet with in the
-performance of our-duty. Now, the naming
of this -may fuffice to recommend it as a moft
noble and excellent quality. “There is no {la-
very {o bafe, ‘as that whereby .2 . man:becomes
2 drudge-to his own lufls ; nor any viétory fo
olcrious,-as that which is obtained over them.
Never can that perfon be capable of any thing
-tliat is noble and worthy, who 1s {unk in the
-grofs and feculent pleafures of fenfe, or bewitclie
ed with the light and airy gratificationsof fancy:
But the religious {oul 1s of a more fublime and
divine temper ; it knows 1t was made for high-
er things, and fecorns to flep afide one foot eut
ef the ways of holinefs, for the obtalnlng any
.of th@f(‘:.

And this purity is accompamcd D be deleght
with a great deual of pleafurc: iz qffords.
Whatfoever defiles the foul, dlf--
turbs it too ; all impure dClIghtS havea fting in
them, and lea ¢ fmart and trouble behind them.
]\CCJ: and intcmperance, and all inordinate
Iufls, arc fo much cremies to the health of tl*rc

1o
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body, and the interefts of this prelent life, that
a little confideration might oblige any rational
man to forb;:al them on that very {core; and
ifthe religious perion oo higher, and donot on.
ly abftain from noxious pleafures, but negled
thoie that are inflocent, this s not to bedooked
upon as any violent and uneafy reftraint, but
as the effeét of better choice, that theilr minds
are taken up in the purluit of more {fublime-and
refined delights, {o that they cannot be con.
cerned in thefe. Any perfon that is engaged
in a voilent and paflionate affedtion, will eafily
forgct his ordinary gratifications, will be little
curious about his diet, or his bodily eafe, or
the divertifements he was wonted to delight in.
No wonder then, if {fouls overpowered with 4
vine Jove defpife inferior pleafures, and-be al
moft ready to grudge the body its necéflary at-
tendancc for the common accommodations of
Iife, judging all thele impertinent to their maill
happinefs, and thofe higher enjoyments they
are purfuing. As for the-hardfhips they may
meet with, they rejoice in them, as opportu-
nitics to exercife and teftify their affeétion:
And fince they are able to do fo little for God,
they are glad of the honour to {uffer for him.
The laft branch of Religion s
Dbe excel- humility ; and however, to vulgar
lency of and carnal eyes, this may appear
bumility.  an abje&t, bafe and defpicable qua-
~ lity, yet really the foul of man is
not capable of an hlghcr and more noblc en-

dowment, It is a filly ignorance that begets
PrldCI
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pride:: But humlhty arifes from a nearer ac-
[qumntancc with escellent things, which keeps
.men from dotmg on trifies, or admlrmg them-
felves becaufe of fome petty attainments. No-
ble and. well-educated {ouls have no fuch high
opinion of riches, beauty, ftrength, and othct
fuch like advantages, as to value themielves for
them, or defpifec thofe that want them: And
s for inward worth and real goodnefs, the fenie
‘they have of the divine perfeflions, makes them
think very mecanly of any thing they have hi-
therto attained, and be {till endeavouring to {ur-
mount themfelves, and make nearer approaches
to thofe infinite excellencies which they admire.

I know not what thoughts people may have
of humility, but I {ee almofl every perfon pre-
tending to it, and fhunning fuch expreflions and
allions as may make them be accounted arro-
gant and prefumptuous, fo that thofe who are
moft defirous of. praife will be loth to com-
mend themfelves. What are all thofe compli-
ments and modes of eivility, {o frequent.in our
ordinary converfe, but fo many proteftations of
the efteem of others, and the low thoughts we
have of ourfelves £ And muft not that humility
be a noble and excellent endowment, when the
very thadows of it are accounted fo necellary
a part-of gdod breeding © |

Again, This grace is accom- The pleafure
panied with a great deal of and fweetnes
happinefs and tranquillity. The of an bumble
proud and arrogant perion is a ' Zempera
trouble to all that converle¢ with

K . him,




a2 - THE LIFE OF GOD

him, but moft of all unto himfelf : Every thin
1s enough to vex him; but {carce any thing
{ufficient to content and pleale him. ‘Heis
-ready to quarrel with every thing that falls out;
-as if he himfelf were{uch a confiderable perfon
that God Almighty fhould do every thing to
gratify him, and all the ereatures of heaven and
earth fhould wait upon him, and obey his will,
The leaves of .high trees do fhake with every
blaft of wind; and, every breath, .every evil
word will difquiet and torment an .arrogant
man: But the humble perfon hath the advan.
tage, when he 1s defpifed, that none can think
more meanly of him than he doth of himfelf:
and therefore he i1s not troubled at the matter,
but can .eafily bear thofe reproaches which
wound the other to the foul. And withal, as he
1s lefs affe&ed with injuries, fo mndeed he is lefs
obnoxious unto them:  Contentzon which.cometh
of pride, betrays a man into a thoufand incon-
veniencies, which thofe of' a meck and lowly
temper {eldom meet with. - True and genuine
Lumility begetteth both a veneration and:lovg
among all wife and di{cerning perfons, while
pride defeatethts own defign, and depriveth
a man of that honour it makes him pretend to.
But as the chief exercifes of humility are thole
which relate unto Almighty God, o .thele arc
- accompanied with -the greateft fatisfadtion and
‘fweetnefs. Tt is impoflible to exprefs-the great
plealure and delight -which religious perfons
Jeel in the lowelt profiration of their fouls be-

fore God, when having a deep fenfe .of the di-
. ving
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5 vine majefty and glory, thcy ink (af 1 may fo

1 fpeak) to the bottom of thewr beings, and va-

4 mfh and difappear in the prefence of God by

t a ferious and affeétionate acknowledegement of
their own nothmgneib, and the ﬂmrtnc:{'s and

fl imperfedtions of their.attainments ; when they

% underftand the full {enfe and emphafis of the
¥ Plalmift’s exclamationy Lord ! what " is. mafi 2

f and can utter it with the {fame affeétion:: ~Ne-:

i ver did .any hanghty aid ambitious perfon ve-

 ceive the. pratfes and applaufes of men with fo

g much pleafure, as the humble and religious do

i renounce them : Not wnto us;- O~Lord: /7 not unto

] us, but wunto-thy name groe glo; gy &G -

i 1T'hus I have-fpoken {omething of ‘the excel-

| lencies-.and advantage of:Religion-in its{everal

| branches; but '{hould be.very. lI'l_]‘LlI‘lOllS to-the

| {ubje&, . did . I prctcnd to have-given any per-

fect accountaof it. - Let us ‘agquaint ourfelvés

| with it, my:dear Friend let us acquaint ourfelves

t with 1t, and experience will teach us more than

all that ever hath been ipoken-or written con-

| cerning it. - But, . if we ‘may. fuppofe the {oul:
to bc already awakened ‘unto. {fome longing de- -
fires, after {o .great a bleffednefs; it “will be -
good to give them-vent, and fuﬂ’er them to ifa ~

fue forth in fome fuch afpirations as:thefe:s .

" A"PRAYER..
GOOD GOD ! what a mighty ﬁlzczty 28 "th1s -

26 which we are called 2 How gracioufly baft thou

jmned our duty. and happinefs together, and pre--
2. - Keribed-
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Joribed that for our work, the performance where.
of 25 @ great reward ! And ﬂ:z!l Juch filly worms
be advanced to fo great a beight £ Wilt thou allow
us to raife our eyes to thee? Wilt thou admit and
accept our affection £ Shall we receive the impref-
Sfron of thy divine excellencies, by bebolding and ad.
mering them,—and partake of thy zrgﬁrzzte ble ﬁd-
nefs and glory, by loving thee, and.rejoicing in
them £ O the bappinefs- of thofe fouls that bave
brokern. the fetters of felf-love, and difintangled theiy
«ffection from every narrow and particular good?
whofe underfandings are enlightened by thy boly
Jbiret, and thewr wills enlarged to the extent of
thine ! who love thee above all things, and all man-
kind for thy fake ! I am perfuaded, O G O D, I
am perfuaded, that I can never be bappy, till my
carnal ard corrupt affeCizons be mortified, and the
pride and vanity of my fpirit be fubdued, and til] I
come ferionfly to defpife the world, and think no-
thing of “myfelfe  But O when fhall 2t - once be?
O.when fbull it once be 2 O whern . welt thon come
unto me, and fatisfy my Jfoul with thy Lkenefs,
making me boly as thou art boly, even 1n all manner
of cwpwﬁn‘foyz ¢ Haft thou given me a profpel? of
Jo great a felictty, and wilt thown not bring me un-
to 1t 2 Hafl thou excited thofe defires—in my fouly
tid wilt thow not alfo futisfy themn 2 O teach me
to do thy will, for thou art my God ; thy [pivitis
0.0y lead e -unto the land of upr gbmq/.'r.
Duickern me, O Lord, for thy names fake, and
per j...é? that wbhich concerneth me : by mercy, 0
Lord, end:reth jor ever, ﬁ?ﬁrée 70t the works qf
thine own bLands. ;

b

LY
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T uaAvE hitherto confidered Zhe defpondent
wherein true Religion doth 2houghts of
confift, and how defirable a  _fome newly a-
thing it 1s ;- but when on¢ fees wakened to a-
how infinitely diftant the com-~ #zght fenfe. of
mon temper and frame of men sbizgs.
is from it, "he may perhaps be
ready to difpond, and give .over, -and think it
utterly impoffible te be attained : He may fit
down in {adnels, and bemoan himielf, and fay,
in the. anguifli- and bitternefs of his {pirit,
« 'They are happy indeed whofe fouls are a-
“ wakened unto the divine life, who are thus
¢« renewed in the Ipirit of their minds; but
“ glas! I am quite of another. conflitution,
“ and am not able to effet {fo mighty a change:
¢ If outward oblervances could have done the
¢ bufinefs, I might have hoped to acquit my-
¢« {elf by diligence and care ; but.fince nothing
“ but a new.nature can fervc the turn, what
“ am 1 able to do? 1 could beltow all m
“ goods 1n oblations .to God, or alms to the
“ poor, but. cannot- command that love and
¢¢: charity, without which:this expence would
« nrofit me nothing. T This gift of God can-
“ not be purchafed with-money: IIf a man
“ fhould give all the {ubflance of his houfe for
¢« love, /it would utterly be contemned: I
« could pine and macerate my body, and un-
¢« .dergo many hardfhips and troubles; but
¢“ I cannot get all my corruptions ftarved, nor
¢ my affeclions wholly weaned from carthly

1' A&s vm. 20, 4 Cant, viil. 7 _
- things:
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 things: There. 1s {till fome. worldly defires.
¢¢ Jurking in my heart, and .thofe vanities that.
¢ I. have fhut”out of the doors, are always.
¢ getting, in. by ths windows. I.am many.
“ tunes convinced of my. own meannels, -of the:
¢ weakuels of my. body ;. and the far: greater-
¢ weaknefs of my. foul; but this. doth rather:
¢ beget indignation and dlicontcnt, than true:
‘s humility in my.{pirit :. And though: I .thould:
¢ come.to think meanly of my{elf,,yetil can-.
¢ not.endure: that .others fhould think fo too..
 In a word, when Lrefleét on'my . -higheft and:
““ moft {pecious. attainments, .I.have reafon to:
*“ fulpedt,. that they. are all but-the-effelts of*
¢ nature,. the iflues, of: felfloveradting under-
¢ {everal difguifes ;.and this principle is:{o pow--
¢ erful; and {o deeply:rooted in me;-that '} can
- ¢ never hope to be:delivered. from. the domini--
“% omn of:1t. . I-may tofs and turn as'a deor. on:
“ the hinges;. but can never getsclear:off, or-
““ be.quite:unhinged of /feffy which. 1s ﬁlll the
¢ center-of allimy. metions~ {o-that all the ad-
¢ vantage I-can- draw. from the difcovery of’
¢ Religion, . is: but:to-fee; at a-huge diftance;
¢¢ that fehcity which .1 am not-able to reach ;-
¢¢ like a mnan 1 a*fhip-wreck, who-difcerhs the-
* land, and envies the happinefs of thofe who-
*4¢ are there, but: tfhmks it=impofhible f'or*lnm»-
¢ felf to-get athorz.””’
\ Thefe I fay, or- fuch ltke de-
2he - unrea+ fpondmﬂ* thoughts, may arife 1"
Sonablenefs of the minds of:thofe perfons who-

thefe fears..  begin toiconceivefome whatmore:
of-
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of the nature and excellency of Religion than
before : "LT'hey have pyed the land; and {cen
that 1t 1s exceeding good, - that -1t floweth with
milk and honey.; but they .find they have the
children.of Anak to grapple with, many power-
ful lufts.and corruptions to overcome, and they
fear they {hall never:.prevail againft them. But-
why fhould .we give way .to {uch difcouraging
fuggeftions ? ‘W:hy .fhould we entertain.fuch un-
realonable fears, which damp our {pirits, and
weaken our hands, and augment the difficulties
of our way? Let us encourage ourfelves, -my"
dear FEriend, .let us encourage -ourfelves with
thofe mighty aids we are to expeft in this
fp1r1tual warfare; for greater is he that is. for
us, than all that can rife-up againft us ;. The
eternal God s our refuge, | and -underneath are
the everlafling -arms. Let us be flrong in the
Lord, and the power of bis might, for he it is
that fhall ¢read down our ememies. ~God -hath
a tender .regard unto-the fouls of men, and is
infinitely willing -to promote their welfare;
He hath condefeended to our weaknels,’ and
.declared with an oath, -that he “hath -no-plea-
fure.in our'deftruction. There:isno fuch thing
.as defpite or envy lodged.in-the bofom of that
ever-blefled Being, whofe name -and nature is !
Love. He created us at firft'in 2 happy con-
dition; and mow whe.n we are fallen from it,
T He bath laid help -upon one.that is mighty to
Jave, hath committed the care of our fotils te
no meaner perfon.than the Eternal Son of his

“F. Deute XxX1ile 27, 1 Pfal, 1xxxix, 19,
Joves
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love. It 1s he that is the Captain of our Sal.
vation, and what enemies can be too firong
for us, when we are ighting under his banners?
' Did not the Son of God come down from tke
bofom of his father, and .pitch his tabernacle 3.
monglt the fons of men, that he might recover
and propagate the divine life, and. reftore the
imageé of God in their fouls. All the mighty
works which he performed, all the fad afflic.
tions which he {uftained, had this for theit {cope
and defign; for this did he labour®and toil,
for this did he bleed and die: _T'He was wWith
child, bhe was iz pain, and bath he brought forth
nothing but wind, bath be wrought no delrverance
in the earth 2 L Shall he not fee of the travel of
bis foul @ Certainly it is impoffible that this
great contrivance of heaven fthould. prove abor-
tive, that fuch a mighty undertaking fhould fail
and mifcarry : It hath already been effedtual for
the {falvation of many thoufands, whe were once
as far from the kingdom of heaven as we can

fuppofe ourfelves to be, and our. § High Pricft
continueth for every and is. able to fave them to
2he uttermoft.that come umto God by Aim : He is
tender and compaflionate, he -knoweth our in-
- firmities, and had experience of our tempta-
tions : || A bruzfed reed will be not break, and
[fnoaking flax will be not quench, 12l be fend forih
gudgment -unto vilory. . He hath {ent out his
holy fpirit, whofe {weet but powenful breathings
are ftill ‘moving up and.down in the world, to
+ Ifa. xxix, 18,19 ° } Ifa, liii. vr1.

§ 'Hebvvih, 24y 25 . § Matth, xii, 20,
- quicken
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qmcken and revive the fouls of men, and aw aLcn*
them unto t the fenfe and fecling of thefe divine
things for which they were made, andis ready
to affift fuch weak and languifhing creatures as
|wc arc, in our eflays towards holine{s and {¢l1-
city ; and when once it hath taken hold of a
foul and kindled in it the fmalleft {park of dis
vine love; it will be fure to preferve and cherifh,
and bring it forth into a flame, +which many
waters fhall not quench, neither fhall the floods &e
able to drown it. Whenever this day begins ta
dawn, I and the dayp-flar to arife in the heart, it
will eafily difpel the' powers of darknefs, and -
make ignporance and folly, and all the corrupt
and felfith affe®ions of men, flee away as faft
before it as the fthades of night, when the {fun
cometh ‘out of his chambers: § For the path of
the jult is as the fbining light which fhineth more
and -more unto the perfelt day. || Lbey fhall go
oz from firength to flrength, till every one of tbfm
appear before God in Zzon.

-Why fhould we think it impoflible that true
goodne[’s and univerfal love fhould ever come
to {way and prevail in our fouls ! Is not this
their primitive ftate and condition, their native
and genuine conftitution as they came firft from
the hands of their Maker ? Sin and corruptien
are but ufurpers,and though they have long kept
the poflefiion, -yet from the 6egzrmmg 2t was not
fo. That mordma.te {elf-love, which one would

+ Cant, viii. 7..; $ 2 Pet.i19, - _

§ Prov,iv. 18, i Plal, Ixxxive 7. '
r G - ' thlIﬂ{
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think were rootecd in our very being, and in
terwoven with the confiitution of our nature,
1s neverthelels of foreign cxtradlion, and had
no place at all in the flate of integrity. = We
have {till {fo much realon left as to condemn it;
our underftandings are eafily convinced, that
we ought to be wholly devoted to him from
whom we have our being, and to love him in.
finitely more than ourfelves, who is infinitely
better than we ; and our wills would readily
comply with this, if they were not difdrdered
and put out of tuné: And is not he who made
our louls, able to reltify and mend them again!?
sShall we not be able, by his atlifiance, to van.
quith and expel thole violent intraders, 1 and
turn unto flight the armies -of the aliens 2

Mo {ooner thall we take up arms in this holy
wa1l, but we fhall have all the {aints on carth,
and all the angels in heaven, engaged on our
party : The holy church throufrhout the world
is daily dantercecediny with God for the fuccels
of all fuch cndeavours ; and, doubtlefls, thole
heavenly hofts above are ncm*ly concerned in the
interefts of religion, and infinitely defirous to
" ice the divine life thriving and prevailing in this
inferior world; and that the will of God may
be done by us on carth, as it is done by them-
- {elves in heaven : And may we not then encou-
rage ourfelves, as the prophet did his {ervant,
when he fhewed him the horfes and chariots of
fire, :!I Fear not, for they that be with us, ar

gnore than tfrqy that be agam AR -
1 Heb. xi,34s = -+ ¢ 2 Kings vi. 16, 17
S : A way
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. Away thenwith all perplexing  We muft do
b1 fears and defponding thoughts:  wbat we can
k] To undertake vigoroully, and axddepend on
§' rely confidently on the divine tde divine

8 aililtance, is more than half the afiflance.
cgnqueﬁ Vv Let us arife and be - .
B Juing and the Lord will be wath us. It is true,
¥ Relizion in the fouls of men is the immediate
B work of God, and all our natural endeavours
§ can neither produce it alone, ner merit thofe
g fupernatural aids by which it mufl be wrought :
lht:: Holy Ghoft muft come upon us, and the
® power of' the Highett muft overfhadow us, bes
g fore that holy thing can be begotten, and Chritt
# be formed in us, But yet we muaft not expeét
B that this whole work thould be done without any;
l concyrning endeavours of our own: We muft
f not lie loitering in the ditch, and wait till Om-
| nipotence pull us from thence, No, no, we
f mufl beltir ourlelves, and alluate thofe powers
which we have already received : We mufl put
| forth ourfelves to our utmoft capacities, and then
l we may hope that I owr labour fhall not be in varp
it the Lord.  All the art and induftry of man
| cannot forin the {mallefl herb, or make a ftalk
of cofn to grow in the field; it is the energy of
i nature, and the miuences of heaven, which
produce this effect: It is God || who canfeth the
lgrafs to grow, and herb for the fervice cf man ;
tand yet no body -will {ay, that the labours of
§the hufbandman arc ufelefs or unneceflary. So,

11 Chron. xxit 16, '} 1 Cor. xv, §8. || Pfal civ, 148’
G 2 likewile,
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likewife, the human foul is immecdiately created
by God: It is he who both formeth and en-
liveneth the child; and yet he hath appointed
the marriage-bed as the ordinary means for the
propagation of mankind. T hough there muft in-
tervene a ftroke of Omnipotence to cffeét -this
mighty change in our fouls; yet cught we to do
what -we can to fit and prepare ourielves ; T for
we muft break up eur fellow ground, and root
out the weeds, and pull up-the thorns,  that fo
wc may be mdre ready to receive the {ceds of
gracc, and the dew of heaven., It is true, God
hath been found of fome who fought him not;
he hath caft himfelf 1 their way, who were quite
out of his ; he hath laid hold upon them, and
ftopt thcir courfe on a fudden: For fo was §t
Panl converted in his journey to Damafc#s. But
certainly this 1s not God’s ordinary method of
dealing with men : Though hehath not tied him-
{elf to means, yet he hath tied us to the ufe of
them ; and we have never more reafon to expe&
the dwme afliftance, than when we are doing
our utmoft endeavours. Itihall therefore be my
next work, tofhew what courfe we ought to take
[or attaining that blefled temper I have hitherto
defcribed.  But here, if tn delivering my own
thoughts, I {hall chance to differ ﬁ*om what is
or may be faid by others in this matter, I would
not be thought to contradiét'and oppofe-them,
more than ph} ficians do, when they prefcribe
feveral remedies for the fame difeafe, which per-

T Jer, vy 30 - ’
- haps
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~ haps are 2ll ufeful and good. Every one may
- propofe the method he judges moft proper and
. convenient ;- but he doth not thereby pretend,
. that the cure can never be effeéted, unlefs thatbe
exaélly obferved. I doubt it hath occafioned
- much unneceflary difquietude to fome holy per-
- fons, that they have not found fuch a regular and
- orderly tranfadtion in their fouls; as they have
{feen defcribed in books ; that they have not
pafled throughall thofe {teps and ftages of conver-
fion, which lome ("who perbaps bave felt them in
themfelves ) have too peremptorily preferibed unto

others. God hath feveral ways of dealing with

the fouls of-meny and it fufhceth if the work be
accomplifhed, whutever the methods have been.
" Again, Thoughrin propofing dire€tions, I' muft
follow that order which the naturé of things
fhall lead to ; yet I do not mean that the {ame
method fhiould be {fo punétually obferved in the
praflice, as if the latter rules were never to be’
heeded till fome confiderable time have been
fpent in pratifing the former. 'The direftions
I intend are mutually conducive one to another,

and are all to be performed as occafion fhall

ferve, and we find ourfelves enabled to perform
them. ’ |

But now that I may detainyou Wemuft /bun

no longer, if we defire to have a/l manner of
our fouls moulded to this holy- /m.’

frame, to become partakers of -
the divine nature, and have Chrift.formed in oup
" hearts, we muft ferioufly refolve, and carefully

endeavour, to avoid and sbandon all vicious and

finful

L
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finful prafliccs. T herecan be no treaty of peace, -
till once we lay down thefe weapons of rebellion
wherewith we fight againft heaven ; nor can we
expe& to have our difltempers cured, i1f we be
daily feeding-on poifon. Every wilful fin gives
a mortal wound to the foul, and puts it at a
greater diftance from God and goodnels ; and
we can never hope to have our hearts purified
from corrupt affeétions, unlels we cleanfe our
hands from vicious altions. Now, 1n this cafe,
we cannot excule ourlelves by the pretence of
impoihbility ; for {ure our outward man is fome
way In our power: We have fome command of
our feet, and hands, and tongue, nay, and of
our thoughts and fancies too, at leaft {o far as
to divert them from impure and {inful ebjeéls,
and to turn our mind another way; and we
fhould find this power and authority much
- firengthened and advanced, if we were careful
to manage and exercile ite In‘the mean while,
I acknowledge our corruptions are fo ftrong,
and out* temptations {fo many, that it willrequire
a great deal of f{tedfafinels and refolution, of
watchfulnefs and careto preferve ourfelves, even
in this degree of innocence and purity.
And, fir/2; let us infoerm our-
We muft Fzow {elves well -what thefe fins are
what things from which we ought to abftain.
are firifuls And here we muift not take our
meafures{romthemaximsofthe
world, or the praétices of thofe whom in cha-
rity we account good men. Molt people have

very light apprechenfions of thefe things, and
~ are
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; are not {enfible of any fault, unlefls it be grofs
- and flagitious, and fcarie rcckon any {o great

as that which they call precifeneis : And thofe
who are more {erious, do many times allow
themfelves top great latitudeand freedom. Alas!
‘how much pride dnd vanity, and'pﬁﬁ‘ion;f and
himour, how much weaknefs and {olly, and fin,
doth every day fhow itfelf in their converfe and-
behaviour ? It may be they are humbled for it,
and firiving againft it, and are daily gaining
fome ground ; but then the progrels is {o {mall,

. and their failings {o-many, that we‘have nced

~ to chufe an exa&er pattern. Every one of us
- muft anfwer for himfelf, and the praflices of
.others will never warrant and fecure us. It is

the higheft folly to regulate our.aétions by any
other ftandard than that by which they muft be
judged. If cver we would cleanfe our way, it
muft be by taking Fkecd thereto according to the
word of God T ; and that word which is quick and
powerful, and jfharper than any two-edged [word,
picrcing even to the dividing afunder of [foul and
Spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is e
difcerner of the thonglts and intents of the bheart I,
will certainly difcover many things to be finful
and heinous, which pafs for very innocent in
the eyes of the world: Let us therefore imitate
the Plalmify, who faith, Concerning the works of

menz, by the words.of thy lLips, I bhave kept myfelf

frome the paths of the {%@?"{}}E?’§- f.et us acquaint

mourfellves with the firi€t and holy laws of our

<+ E‘;ﬁl]. € Xixe Qe # HQE, IVa 12, § Pfals 2vil. 4

Religion ¢
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Religion: Let us confider the difceurfes of our
blefled Saviour, (efpecially that divine {ermon
on the mount) and the writings of his holy
apoftles, where an ingenuous and abialled mind
may clearly difcern thofe limits and bounds by
which our a&ions ought to be confined: And
. then let us-never look upon any {in as light and,
inconfiderable ; but be fully perfuaded, that
the fmalleft is infinitely heinous in the fight of
God, and prejudicial to the fouls of men; and
that if we had the right fenfe of things, we thould-
be as deeply affe@ed with the leaff irregulari.
tics, as now we are with the higheft crimes.
But now, amongft thofe things,

Wemuftrefift which we difcover to be finful,

the tempta-  there will be fome, unto which,
tions tofin, by  through the difpofition of our na.
confidering ture, or long cuftom, or the en~

the evils they dearmentsof pleafure, we arefo
will draw on much wedded, that it will be like.
%S5, cutting off the right hand, or
pulling out the right eye, to
abandon them. But muft we therefore fit down
and wait till all difficulties be over, and every
- -temptation be gone ? This were to 1mitate the
" fool in the poet, who flood the whole day at
the river-fide till all the water {hrould run by. |
‘We muft not indulge our inclinations, as we do
little children, till they grow weary of the thing
they are unwilling to let go. We muft not cons
tinue our finful pra&ices, in hopes that the di-
, vine grace will one day overpower our {pirits,
and make us hate them for their own deformity-

Let
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Let us fuppofe the worft, that we are utterly
dcﬂ:ltutc of any fupernatural principle, and want
1 1 that tafte by which we fhould difcern and abhor
i perverfe things ; yct fure we are capable of fome
conﬁde:‘atmns which may be of force tcupcrfuade:
us to this reformation of our lives, If the in-
ward deformity and heinods nature'of fin:cannot
affe&t us, at leaft-we may be frighted by thofe
dreadful confequences that attend it: "T"hat {fame
{elfifh principle which pufheth us forward unto
the purfuit of {inful pleafures; will make us loth
to buy them at the rate of evérlafting mifery.
Thus we may encounter felf-love. with its own
weapons, and employ one natural inclination
for reprefling the exorbitancies of another. L.et
us therefore accuftom ourfelves to.confider feria
oufly, what a fearful thing it muft needs be to
irritate and’offend thatinfinite Being on whom
we hang and depend every moment, who needs
bat to withdraw his mercies to make us miféra-
able, or his affiftance to make us nothing. Let
us freqizently remember the fhortnefs and un-
certainty of our lives and how:that after we have -
taken a few turns more in the worlgl, and cen-
verfed a little longer 'amonght men, we mutft all
'go down unto the dark andfilent grave, and
carry nothing along with us but anguifh and
regret. for all gur finful enjoyments :-And then
think what horror muft needs feize the guilty
foul, to find itfelf \naked and all alone before
‘the fevere and 1mpart131 Judge of the world, to
render an exaét account, not only of its more
important and confiderable tran{a&ions, but of ..

every word.that the tongue hath uttered, and
. H . 'the
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. the {wifteft and moft fecret thought that evep
pallcd throughthemind. L.et usfometimes repre.
fent unto oulielvcs the terrors of that dreadiuy]
day, Twhen the foundation of the earth thall
be “fhaken, and the heavens fhall pafs away
with a great noile, and the elements {hall melt
with fervent heat, and the prefent frame of na-

rure be diflolved, and our cyes fhall fee the
blefled Jedus (who came once into the world in
all humility to vilit us, to purchale pardon for
us, and beleech us to accept of it) now appear-
ing in the majefty of his glory, and defcending
from heaven in a flaming fire, to take vengeance
on thele that have defpifed his.mercy, and per-
fited in rebellion againit him : When all the
hidden things of .darknefs {hall-be brought to
light, and the counfels of the heart fhall be
maJe manifecit }: When thofe fecrec impurities
and fubtile frauds whereof the world did n=ver
fufpet us, fhall be expofed and laid open to
public view, and many thoufand adtions which
we never dreamed to be {infal, or ¢lfé had alto-
gether forgotten, fhall be cllarrrcd home upou
our conjciences, with fuch ewdcnt conviétions
of guilt, that we fhall neither be able to deny
nor excufe them. Then-fhall all the angels in
heaven, and all the faints that ever lived on the
earth, approve that dreadful L&ntence which
Jhall be pafled on wicked men; #ad thofe whe
perhaps did love and efteem them when they
lived M the world, fhall look upon them with
indignation and abhorrence, and never make one

+ = Pet, i 10, 3 1 Corive 5

=+ ——
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requeft for their deliverance. Let us confider
thc cternal pumﬂlmem of damned {ouls, which
arc thadowed forth in {eriprture by metaphors
taken from tiiofe things that are moft terrible
and gricvous 1n the world, and yet all do not
fuffice to convey 1nte our minds any full appre
henfions of-aneni. When we have joined to-
‘gether the importance of all thefe exprefions,
and added unto them whatever our fancy.-can
conccive of mifery and torment, we maft il
remember, that-all this comes infinitely fhort of
the truth and reality of'the thing.

>Tis trae, this is a fad and melanchcly {fub- -
jeé ;5 there is anguifh and horror n the confi-
deration of 1t; but fure, it mull be infinitely
more dreadinl to endure it: And fech thoughts
as thefe may be very uleful to fright us from
the courfes that would lead ‘us thither ;- how
fond {foever . we may be of {inful plca{'urcs the
fear of hell would nrake us abftain: Our moft
forward inclinations will {tartle and give back,
when preffzd with that queftion in the prophet,
+ Who amongll us can dwell . with everdafling
burnings 2 .

T'o this very purpofe it is that the terrors of
-another world are {o frequently reprefented m
holy writ, and that in fuch terms as are mofit
proper to affe@ and influence a carnal mind :
Thefe fears can never {fuffice to make any perfon *
-truly good ; but certainly they may reftrain us
from much evil, and have often made way for
more ingcnious and kindly impreffions.

. F Ifa xxxii. 14,
_ ~ H 3 But
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We muft keep 2 But it will not {uffice to con-
vonftant watch {ider thele thingsonce and again,,
over ourfelves. nor to form. {ome refolutions of
abandoning our fins, unlefs we
maintain asconftant.guard, and be continually
watching againft them. Sometimes the mind
is awakened. to fee the difmal confequences of a
vicious life, and firaight we are relfolved to re.
form ; but, alas! it prefently falleth alleep, and:
we lofe that profpeé&t which we had of things,
- and'then teniptations take the advantage ; they
{ollicit and importune: us continually, and {o
do frequently engage our confent before we are:
aware. It is the folly. and ruin.of moft people:
to live at adventure, and take part in every
thing that comes in- their way, feldom confi-
dering what. they are about to {fay or do. If
we would have our reiolutions take -effedt, we
mufl take heed unto our ways, and.fet a.watch
Before the-door of our lips, and examine the:
motions that arife in our hearts, and caufe them:
to tell us whence they. come, and whether they.
go ; whether it be pride; or paffion, or any cor-
rupt and vicious humour, that prompteth us to.
apy defign, and whether God will be offended,
“or'any body harmed by it. 'And if” we have’
,no time for long reafonings, let us, at Iealt,
turn our eyes toward God, and place our-.
felves in his.prefénce, to afk his:leave and ap-
probation {or what we'do: Let us confider our-
{felves under the all-feeing eye of that' divine
majefly, as in the midft of an infinite globe of
light, which compaflcth us about both bching*
f and. |

<
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'and before, and pierceth to the innermoft cor-
ncrs of our itoul. T he {enle and remembrance
{of the divine prefence is the moft ready and ef--
éfc&ual ‘means, both to-difcover what 1s unlaw-.
ful, and to reftrain us from it.- V'here are {fome
things a perfon could make fhift to palliate or
defend, and yet. he daresnot. look Almlghty
i God in-the face and adventure upon.them.
; If we.look unto him, we fhall be lightened ;.
Iif we fet b always before us; he will guide us
by hbis.eye,.and inflrult us- @' the way wherein we.
ought to walk.

'I'his care and. watchfulnelss We muft ofien.
over our attions muit befecond- examine our-
ed by frequent. and {erious re- acfzons.
fieCtions upon them, not only.

'that we obtain the divine mércy and pardoni
for our {ins, by an humble and forrowful ac-
' knowledgement of' them ;. but allo that we:
may rcmforce. and ftrengthen our ref olutions,.
and learn to decline or refift the temptations
by which we have been formerly foiled. It is-
an advicer worthy of a Chriftian, though' it did.
firlt drop from: a-Heathen.pen,. T'hat before we
betake ourfelves to reft, we renew and ‘examine
all the paflages of the-day, that we may have
the. comfort of what we have done aright, and
may rcdrefs what we find to have been’ amifs,
and make the fhip-wrecks of one day be as
. marks to dire® our courfe in' another.. This
may be called thé very art of virtuous living,
and would contribute worderfully to advance
our reformation; and prelerve our mnoccémc.
ut,
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But, whithal, we muft not forget to implore
the divine aflifiance, efpecially againft thole fing
that do moft cafliy beiet us : And though it be
iuppoied that our hearts aré not yet THOU]de
into that :lpnltual frame which fhould rendey
our devotions acceptable ; yet me thinks, fuch
eonfiderations as have been propofcd to deter
us from fin, may allo flir us up to fome natural
feriouineis, and make our praycrs againfl it as
earncit, at leaft, as they are wont to be aganfl
other calamitlcs : And I doubt not but (md,
who hearcth the cry of the ravens, will have
fome regard even vo {uch petitions as proceed
from thofe natural paflions which himiclf huth
implanted in us. bBefide, that .thofe prajyers
againft fin, will be powerful engagements on
puriclves to exciteus to watchfulnels and care; |
and common Ingenuity will make us afhiamed |
to rclapie into thofe faults which we have late- |
ly bewailed before God, "and againft which we |
- have begged his afhﬁancch |
2 fitore g 4t ks e
Mrain our- .o y o e LvIne
ife, by reflraining lhe naturat
Jebves inmany 1 ginat that they break not |
lavofulthings. iclinations, that they ak not §
— out ‘into finful . praftiles. But,
now, I muft add, that Chriftian prudence wilt §
teach us to abﬂam from gratifications that are §
not {imply unlawful, and that not only that we
may {ccure our itnnocence, which would be 1 §
continual hazard, if we fhould {train our liber- }
ty to thc utmofi point ; but alfo, that hereby §
we may weaken the force of na ture, and teach §
v oyr




IN THE SOUL OF MAN. 63

' our appetites to obey. . We muil do with our-
felves as prudent parcnts with their children,
who crois their wills 1n many little mdifferent .
tlings, . to make them manageable and {ubmif-
five in more confiderable inflances. He who
woyld mortify the pride and vanity of his {pi-
rit, thould ftop his-ears to the moft delerved
praifes, and fometimes forbear his jufl vindica-
tion from the cenfures and afpertions of -others,
efpecially if they refle@ only upen his prudence
and condyét, and not on his virtue and inno-
cence. He who would check a revengetul hu-,
mour, would do vicll to deny himfelf the ﬂmi—-
faflion of reprefencing: unto others the injuries
which ke hath fuflained; and if we would fo
take heed to cur ways, that we fin not with
cur tonguc, we muft accuflom ourfelves much
to folitude and filence, and fometimes, with the,
- Plalmifty, hold cur peace even. fiom good, till once
we havc gotten iome command over that un-.
ruly member. Thus I fay, we may bind up
cur natuval 1nclmat10ns, and make our Appe~
tites more moderate in thelr crav mfrs.. by a.C-
cuftoming them to_ frequent rcfufals ; but 118
not enough to have them qndcr v1olcncc and
reltramt.

Our next eflay muft bc to We muft ﬂxé'w
wean our affe&iuns{romcereat-  fo put ourfelves
ed things, and zil the dcl; nl-ts out of love with
and entertainments of ti.e low.  2be world.
er life, whichfink and deprefs +
«thc-lﬂ“ s of men, and rctard their motions to-
wards God and Tleaven ; and this we 'muft do

=
-y abief e et o o o 4
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by poflefling our minds with 2 deep perfuafion}
-of the vanity and emptinefs of worldly enjoy-|

‘ments. This is an ordinary theme, and every

body can make declamations upon 1t ; but, alas!]

+how few underftand and believe what they fay?

"T'hele notions float in our brains,.and come {lid. |
ing off eur.tongues, but we have no deep im-
preflion of them on our {pirits ; we feel not the
truth which we pretend-to believe. We canl
tell, that all the glory and {plendor, all the}
pleafures and enjoyments .of the world are va. |
nity and nothing; and yet thefe nothings take |
up all our thoughts, and ingrofs all our affcc- §
tions ; they ftifle the better inclinations of our §

foul, and-inveigle us into many a fin. It may

.be in a fober mood, we give them the {light, }
-and refolve to be no longer deluded with them; §
but thefe thoughts feldom-ount-live the next g
temptation ; ‘the vanities 'which we have fhut §
-out at the doors get in at a poftern: There §

are ftill fome pretenfions, fome hopes that fla-

ter us; and afier we have been fruftrated a
thoufand times, we muft continually be repeat- §
ing the experiment: The leaft differencc of cir- |
cumflances is enough to délude us, and make |

us expe& that fatisfaCtion in.ene thing which
we -have mifled in another; but could we once
get clearly off, and come to a {erious and redl

contempt of worldly things, this were a very |

confiderable advancement In our way. T he

foul of man is of a vigorous and ative nature, |
and hath in it a ‘raging and unextinguifhable §
thirft, an immaterial kind of fire, always catch- |

ing

i L
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ing at fome objeft or other, in conjunétion

iwherewith 1t thinks to be happy; and were it

Lionce rent from the world, and all the bewitch-

*inn' enjoyments under the fun, 1t would quickly

Jc‘}: to f{atisfy its ardcnt and importunate crav-
flings ; and being ne longer dazzled with glit-

) : f;

Sitering vanities, “would fix on that {upreme and

all-ﬁlﬁiczent Good, where it would difcover

Efich beauty and fwcctncfa as would charm and .
R overpower all its affe®tions. The love of the

iworld, and the love of God, are like the feales
fof a balance ; as the one falleth, the other doth
rife: When our natural inclinations profper,
fand the creature is exalted in our foul, religien
fis faint, and doth languifh ; but when carthly

Jobjeéts wither away, and lofe their beauty, and

§the foul beging to cool and flag in its profecu-

dtion of them, then the {eeds of graceé taLc root,
fand the divine life begins to flourith and prevail,

It doth, therefore, ncarly concern us, to con-

¥vince ourlelves of the emptine{s and vanity of

Jcreature-enjoyments, and recafon our heart out
jof love with them: Let us ferioully confider.
ill that our rcafon, or our faith, our own expe-
jrience, or the obfervation of others, can fuggeft
to this effeét ; let us ponder the mitter over and
over, and fix our thoughts on this truth, till we'
become really perfuaded of it. Amidt all our
fpurfuits and defigns, let us ftop and aik our-
elves, For what end is.all this ? At what do &
im? Can the grofs and muddy pleafures of
fg’g[‘c, or a heap of white and yecllow ¢arth, or

1 | - the -
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the efteem and affe@ion of filly creatures, like
my{clf; {atisfy a rational and immortal foul:
Have I not tried thefe things already? Will
they have a higher rclifh, and yicld me more
contentment to-morrow than yefterday, or the
next year than they did the laft? There may
be fome' little difference betwixt that which I
am now purfuing, and that which 1 enjoyed be-
fore ; but fure, my former enjoyments did fhew
as pleafant and promife as fair; beforel attain.
ed them; like the rasm-bow, rhey looked very
glorious at a diftance, but when lapproached I
" found nothing but emptinefs and vapour. O
what a poor thing would the life of man be, if
it were capable of no higher enjoyments !

I cannot infift on this {ubje&t ; and there is
the lefs nced when I remember to whom I am
writing. | Ycs (my dear Friend) you have had
as great experience of thcemptinels and vanity,
of human things, and have, at.prelent, as few
worldly engagements as any that I know. 1
have fometimes refleted on thofe paflages of
your life wherewith you have been pleafed to
acquaint me ; and, methinks, through all, I can
difcern a deflign of the divine providence to
wean your affeCtions from every thing here be-
low. The trials you have had of thofe things
which the world dotes upon, have taught you
to defpife them ; and you have found, by expe-
rience, that neither the endowments of nature,
nor the advantages of fortune, are fufficient for
happinefs ; that every rofe hath its thorn, and

there may be a worm at the root of the fairelt
: gourd;
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; gom -d ; fome fecret and undifcerned grief, which

. muy makc a perfon deferve the Ilty of thole
wlc, perhaps, do admire or envy thcir {uppofed
felicity. 1t any earthly comforts hLave got too
much of your heart I think they have been
your relations and friends ; and the deareft of
thele arc removed out of the world, fo that you
muft raife your mind towards hcavcn, when
you would “thinl upon them. Thus; Godhath
provided that your heart may be loofed from
the world, ana that he may not have any"rlval .
i your affc&1011, which I have always obferved
to be fo large and unbounded, fo noble arnd
difinterefied, that no inferior obje& can anfwer
‘or deferve 1t. . _
When we have got our cor- We muft do
ruptions reftrained, and our na- thofe outward
tural appetites and lnclmatlons, altions that
towards worldy things, in fome are com-
meafure fubdued, we muft pro-. " manded.
ceed to fuch exercifes as havea
more immediate tendency to excite and awaken,
the divine life : And_#r/, let us endeavour con-
fcientioufly to perform thofe duties whigh. Reli-
gion doth require and whereunto it would in-
cline us, if it did prevail in our fouls. If we
cannot gct our inward difpofition prefently
‘changed, let us ftudy, at leaft, to regulate our
outward deportment : -If our hcarts bc not yet
inflamed: with divine love, let us, however, own
our ‘allegiance to that Infinite Majefly, by at-
tending his fervice, and Iiftening to his word by

{peaking 1cverently of his name, and pralﬁng,
B His -
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his goodnefs, and exhorting others to {erve and
obey him. If we want that charity, and thofe
bowels of compafiion which we ought to have
towards our neighbours, yet muft we not omit
any occallon of doing them good: If our hearts
be haughty and proud, we muft neverthelefs,
ftudy a modeft and humble deportment: Thefe
external performances are of little vidlue in
themfelves, yet they may help us forward to
better things. 'The Apoitle indeed telleth us,
that Sodily exergife profitetly little : But he icems
not to afirm that it is altogether ufelefs ; 1t i5
always good to be domng what we can, {'or then
God is” wont to pity our weaknefs, and affift
our [ceble endeavours ; and when true charity
and humility, and other graces of the divine
{pirit, come to take root in our fouls, they will
- exert themfelves more frecly, and with lefs dif-
ficulty, if we have before been accultomed to
cxprefs them in our outward converfations.—

Nor need we fear the imputation of hypocrify,
~though our aétions do thus fomewhat outrun
our aife&ions, feeing they do flill proceed from
a {fenfe of our duty ; and our defign is not to
appear better than we are, but «that we may
really become {o.
| But as inward aéts have a
We mmuft endea- 1-orve immediate influence on
wour to jform the foul, tomould it to a right
internal aéls of temper *md frame, {o ought
devotion, chari- we to be moft frequent and

Ly, &ce . fedu]ous in the exercife of
: - ' thk.ml
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. them. Let us be often lifting up our hearts
- toward God ; and if we'do not {fay that we love
. him above all thmgs, let us; at leaft, acknow-

{ ledge, that At is our duty,. and would be our
! happinels, {o to do: Let us lament the diflo-
| nour done to him by foolifh and finful men,
and. applaud the praifes and adorations that .

are given him by that blefled and glorious
company abeve: Let us refign and yicld our-
felves up unto him a thoufand times, to be go-
verned by his laws, and difpofed of at his plca-—
fure :. And though our ftubborn hearts fhould

- ftart back and rcfufe, yet let us tell him, we
arc convinced that his will 1s always juft and
' good ; and, therefore, defire him to do with us
whatfoever he pleafeth, whether we will or not.
And {o, for begetting in us an univerfal charity . -

towards men, we muft be frequently putting up
wilhes for their happmefs, and blefhing every
perfon that we {ee ; and when we have done any
thing for the relief of the miflerable, we may
{fecond it with earneft defires, that God would
take care of them, and deliver them out of all
their difirefles.

Thus fhould we exercife ourfelves unto god-

Yinefs, and when we are employing the powers

that we have, the Spirit of God1s wont to {irike
in, and elevate thefe ads of our foul beyond the
pitch of nature, and give them a divine imprel-
fion ; and, afterthe frequent reiteration of thefe,
we fhall find ourfelvés more inclined unto them,
they flowing with greater frecdom and eafe.

..Ifhall
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(lonfrdet ation I {hall mention but two o.
a greqt n- ther mceans for begetting tha
ﬁ?"?{ﬁfﬂ?f& of hLoly and divine temper of. {pirit
reliion. which 1s the fubjedt of the pre.

{fent difcourfe: And the farit is
a dcep and {erious confideration of the traths
of our Religion, and that both as to the certain.
ty and importance of them. “I'heeflent which
is ordinarily given to divine truth is very faint
and languid, very weak and incffe&tual, How.
ing only from a blind inclination to folloiv that
rchglun which is in fathion, or a lazy indiffe-
rency and unconcernednels whether things be
fo or not. Men are uawilling ta quarrel with
the religion of their coungry, and fince all thcir
ncighbours are Chriftians, they are content to
be {0 too; but they are feldom at the pains to
confider.the evidences of thoie truths, or to pon-
der the importance and tendency of them ; and
thence it 1s that they have {o little influence on
their affedtions aund prad&tile. “thole fpiratlefs
and paralitic thoyughts (as one deth rightly term
them) are not able to move the will, and dired
the hand: We muft,” therefore, - endeavour to
work up our minds to a {erious belief and full
per{uafion of divine truths, unto 'a fenfe and
feeling of fpiritual things: Our thoughts muit
dwell upon them,- till we be both cmw;nccd of
them, and decply affefted with them. Lect us
urge Torward our [pirits, and make.them ap-
proach the invifible world, and fix our minds
upon immaterial things, t111 we clearly percetve

that thefe arg no dreams ; nay, that all thlnf"a*
al'G

-
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-are dreams and thadows befides them. When we
ook about us, and behold the beauty and mag-
qificence of this goodly frame, the order and
iharmony of the wholc creation, let our thoughts
ifrom thence take their flight towards that om-
5 nipotent, wildom and goodneis which did at firit
ipr(}ducc, and doth {hll eftablifl- and uphold the
{fame.. When we refle&t upon ourfelves, let us
i confider that we are not a merc picce of orga-
nized matter, a curilous and well-contrived en-
gine; that there is more in us than fleth, and
blood, and bones,seven a divine {park,. capable
to know, and love, and enjoy our Maker ; and
though it be now exceeding clogged with its
dyll and lumpifh compantion, yet ere long 1t thall
be delivercd, and can {ubfift without the bo-
dy, as well as that can do without the clgaths
which we ‘throw off at our pleafure. Let-us
often withdraw our thoughts from this earth,
this {cene of mifery and folly, and fin; and raife
them towards that more vaft and gloriousworld,
whofe innocent and blefled inhabitants folace
themielves eternally 'in the divine prefence, and
know no other paflion, but'an unmixed joy and
an unbounded love. And then confider how the
blefled. Son of God came down to this lower
world' to live among us, and die for us,.that he
might bring us to a portion of the fame felicity ;
and think how he hath overcome the tharpnefls
of death, and opened the kingdom of heaven to
all believers, and is now fet down on.the right
bhaad of the Majefly on hight, and.yct is notthe -
N ¥ Heb. i, 3. ‘.
lcis
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fefs mindful of us, but receiveth our prayers,
and prefenteth them unto his Father, -and i
daily vifiting his church with the influences of
his Spirit, as the fun reacheth us with his beams,
The ferious and frequent con-

90 beget di-  fideration of thefe, andfuchiother
vine Jove, we divine truths, is the moft proper
muft confider  mcthod to beget that lively ﬁ-r.iLh'1
the excellency which 1s the. foundation of reli-
of the divine gion, the {pring and reot of the
nature. divine life. Let me further {ug-
| geft fome particular {ubje&ls of
meditation for producing the {feveral branches of
it. And _fir/2, To inflame our {ouls with the love
of God, lct us conlider the excellency of his
nature, and his love and kindnefs towards us.
It is little we know of the divine. perfeftions;
and yet that little may {uffice to fill our {ouls
with admiration and love, to ravith our affec-
tions, as well as to raife our wonder: For we are
not merely creaturcs of fenfe, that we fhould be
uncapable of any other afleétion but that which
enterecth by the eyes. 'I'he charalter of any ex-
cellent perfon whom we have never feen, will
many times engage cur hearts,, and make ys
hugcly concerned in all his interefts : And what
1sit, I prayyou, that engages us{o much to thole
with whom we converfe? I cannot think that it
1s mcrcly the colour of their face or their comely
proportions, for then we fhould fall in love with
ftatues, and pictures, and flowers: Thefe out~
ward accomplifhments may a little delight the

eye, but would never be able to prevail {o much
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on the heart, if they did not reprcfent fome
. vital perfeftion. We either {ee or apprehend
{ fome greatnels of mind, or vigour of Ipirit,
i or {weetneds of difpofition ; fome {prightlinefs,
! or wildom, or goodnefs, which charm our {pi-
¢ rit, and command our love. Now thefe per-
q4 fetions arc not obviouns to the fight, the eyes
s can only dilcern the figns and eflets of them;
4 and if 1t be the underﬁandmn' that dire&s the
{ affection, and vital per Fc&:ons prevail with it,
| certainly the excellencies of the divine nature
! (the traces whereof we cannot but difcover in
{ cvery thing we behold) would not fail to en-
gage our hearts, if we did ferioufly view and
regard them. Shall we not be infinitely more
tranfported with that almighty wifdom and
' goodnefs which fills the univerfe, and difplays
itfelf in all the parts of the creztion, which
eftablifheth the frame of mature, and turneth
the mighty wheels of Providence, and keepeth
the world from diforder and ruin, than with
thefamnt rays of the very fame perfetions which
we mect within our fellow-creaturcs? Shall we
dote on the {cattered picces of a rude and im-
perfeét pi€ure, and never be affefted with the
original beauty ? This were an unaccountable
ﬁupldlty and blindrefs : “Whatever we Fnd
lovely in a friend, or in a faint, ought not to
engrois, but to clcvate our affe&tion; we ihould
conclude with ourfelves, that if thcrc be fo much
fwveetnefs in a drop, there muft be inﬁnitelf
more in the fountain; if there be fo much fplen-

der in a ray, what muft the fun be in its glory ?
' K Nor

s’
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. Nor can we pretend the remotenefs of the ob.
jeét, as if God were at too great a diftance for
our converfe or our love: He s nct far fiom
every one of us, jfor in bim we litve, move, and
bave our being -f : We cannot open our eyes, but
we muft behold fome footfteps of his glory, ; and
we cannot turn toward him, but we {hall be fure
to find his intent upon us, waiting Aas it were
to catch a look, ready to entertain the mofi in.
timate fellow ﬂ11p and cemmunion with us. Lct
us therefore endeavour to raife ourminds to the
cleareft conceptions of the divine nature: Let
us confider all that his works do declare, or his
word doth difcover of him unto us ;. and let us
cljeelally contemplate that vifible reprefentation
of him, which was made in our own nature by
bis Son, who was the drightnefs of b glory, and
the exprefs mmage of bis perfonT, and who ap-
peared in the world to dilcover. at once what
God is, and what we ought to be. L.t us re-
prefent him unto our minds as we find him de- -
jeribedin the gofpel ; and there we fhall behold
t he perfeétions of the divine nature, though co-
vered with the vail of human infirmities ; and
when we have framed unto ouriclves. the cleareft
rotion that we can of a Being infinite in powecr,
in wifdom, and goodnefs, thc author and foun-
tain of all perfeéions, let us fix the €yes of our
fouls upon it §, .that our cyes may aflet our
heart, and while we are mufing the fire will

‘burn |].

4+ Afls xvil. 27, ¥ Hedb, 1. 3
$ Lam. in, §i, 3] Pf‘alm XXRIKe o
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Efpecially, if hereuntowe add  We fbould

the contideration of God’s fa- meditate on
. vour and good-will towards us; bis  goodnefs
!'*"nothing 1s morc powerful to en- «nd Jove.
! gage our aflection, than to find
' that we arc beloved.. KExpreflions of kindnef
. are always plealing :and acceptable unto us,
' though the'perfon thould be otherwife mean and
~ eontemprible r But, to have the love of one who
1s altogetherdovely, to know that the glorious
Majefty of heaven hath any regard untous, how
muft 1¢. attenifh .and delight us, . how muft it
overeome our ipirits, and melt our hearts, aud
put. our whele Toul into a flame ! Now, as the
word of God 1s full-of the expreflions of his love
towards men; fo all his works do loudly pro-
claim it: - He .gave us our being, and, by pre-
ferving us init, doth venew the donation every
moment. He hath placed us in a richand well
furnifhed world, and liberally provided - for all -
our ncceflities ; he ramneth down bleflings from
heaven apon us, and caufeth the earth to bring
forth our provifion ; he giveth us our food and
raiment, and while we are fpending: the pro-
duétions of onc year, he 1s preparing for' us
againft another.. He {weeteneth our lives with
innumerable comforts, and gratifieth every fa-
culty with {uitable obje&@s: 'T'he eye of hispro-
vidence is always upon us, and he watcheth for -
our fafety when we are faft afleep, necither
minding him nor ourfelves. But; left we thould
think thefe teftimonies of his kindne(s lefs con-
fiderable, becaule they are the caly iffues of his
K. . omnipotent
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emnipotent power, and do not put him to any
trouble or pain, he hath taken a more wonder-
ful method to endear himfelf to us; he hath
tefiified his affedtion to us by fuffering as well
as by doing ; and becaule he could not {uiter
in his own nature he aflumed ours. T'he eter-
nal Son of God did clothe himielf with the in-
firmities of our flefhy, and left the company of
thole 1nnocent and blefled {pirits, who knew
well how to love and adore him, that he might
dwell among men, and wrefile with the obfti-
nacy of that rebeliious race, to reduce them ta
_their allegiance and {clicity, aud then to offer
Bim{elf up as a flacrifice and propitiation for
them. I remember one of the poets hath an in-
genious fancy to expreis the paflion wherewith
he found himfelf overcome after a long réfift-
ance, l'hat the god of love had fhot allhxs -grolda
cn arrows at himn, but could never pierce his
heart, till atlenz:h he put himielf into the bow,
and dart.cd lumielf firatght into his breaft. Me-
thinks this doth fome way adumbrate God’s
method of “dealing with men: He had long
contended with a &unborn world, and thrown
down many a blcﬂmq upon th.:m ; and when
all his ether gifts could not prevail, he at laft
made a gift of himfelf, to teflify his affeltion
and engage theirs. Theaccount whichwe have
of our Saviour’s life in the gofpel, doth all along
prefent us with the flory of his love; all the
pains that he.took, and the troubles that he
endured, were the wonderful effle&s, and uncon-
troulable evidenges of ite But Q that laff, that
difmal

-
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3 dlimal fcene! Is it poflible to remember it, and
| fqucfhcm his kindnels, or deny him ours? Herc,
;here it 1s (my dear Bnund) that we fhould fix
jour moft ferious and {folemn thoughts, Z&a¢
’dC'Z?)" ift may dwell in our hearts by ﬁzt[r ; that we
Abeing rooted and grounded in love, may be able
Vto comprebend with all faints, what 1§ the breadth,
Sand length, and depth, and hbeight: and to know
Athe Jove of Chrift which paflcth knowledge, that
Qwe may be jilled with all the fulnefs of CGod .
N We ouﬂ‘ht alfo frequently to refle&® om thofe
| par ticular tokens of favour and love, which God
4 hath beftowed on eurfelves ; how long he hath
2 born with our follies and fins, and waited to be
{sracious unto us, wreftling, as it were, with
) the ftubbornnefs of our heartsand eflaying every
{ method to reclaim us.  We fhould keep 2 re-
| sifter in our minds of a1l the eminent bleflings
| and deliverances we have met with, fome where-
| of have been fo conveyed, that we might clearly
' perceive they were not the iflues of chance, dut
| the ‘gracious effeés of the divine favour, and
the ﬁtrnal returns of our prayers. Nor ought
we Lo 1mb1tter the thioughts of thefe thmgs with
‘any harfh or-unworthy fufpicion, as if they
were defigned on purpofc to enhance our guilt,
and heighten our cternal damnation. No, no
my Frtcnd 'God is love, and ‘he hath no plea-
fure in the ruin of his creatures. If they abufe
his goodnefs, and turn his grace intowantonnefs,
and thereby plunge themfclves into the greater .

.

e | ey
h-ﬂli-..

:.t EPhi'iii 17’ 1-3-’ l"'
- depth
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depth of guilt and mifery, this 1s the effedt o)
their obftinate wickedneis, . and not the defigf
ol tholc benefits which he- beftows. |
If thcle confiderations.had once begotten in
our hearts a real love and afletion towards Al |
mighty God, that would ¢afily lead us unto the
other branches of religion; and therefore 1 thall|
necd {ay the lels of them..
We fhall ind our hearts. en.}
To beget cha- larged in charity towardmen, by
rity, we mufl  confidering the relation where. §
pencmnber in they ftand-unto God, and the]
thit all men  imprelles of hisimage.which are}
are nearly re- ftamped upon them.. They arc§
lated unta - notonly his creatures, the work- §
Godl. - manfhip of his hands, but juch §
of whom he taketh ipecial care, §

and for whom he hath a very dear and tender §
rcgard, having laid the defigns of their:-happi- §
nels before the foundation of the. world,. and §
being willing to live and converfe with them to §
all the ages of eternity. The meaneft and molt §
contemptible perfon whom we.behold,.1s the §
offspring of heaven, one of the.children of the'§
Moft High ; and however-unworthy he might §
behave himfelf of that relation, fo long as God §
hath not abdicated and difowned him by a final §
fentence, he will have us to acknowledge him
as one of his, and as fuch, to embrace him with
a fincere and cordial affetion. You know what
& great concernment we are wont to have for
thofe that do any ways belong to the perfon §-

. whom we leve ; how gladly we lay hold on every |
@Pportumty |
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“apportunity te gratify - the child or fervant of
iy friend ; and fure, our love towards God would
| as naturally {pring forth incharity towards men,
idid we mind the intereft that he is pleafed to
takc, in them, and confider that every foul 1s
idecarer . .unto him.than all the material world ;.
Hand that he'did not .account .the blood of his
iSon teo great a price for their redemption.
f Again, As .all men fland in a
incar rclation to.God, fo they That.they
Ehave (1]l fo much of his image .carsy bis
fflamped on them as may oblige mage wpon
Fand excite us to love them. In  #hem.
 {fome this image i1s more eminent
§ aud confpicuous, and we can difcern the lovely
j traces of wildom and goodnels ; and though in
others 1t'may be miferably fullied and defaced,
| vet it is not altogether razed, fome lineaments
fat Ieaft do fiill remain. All.-men are endowed
- with- national and immortal fouls, with under-
flandings and wills capable of the higheft and
' moft excellent things; and if they be at pre-
dent difordered, #nd put out of tune by wicked-
nels and folly, this may indeed move our coms=
paflton, but ouglt not, in reafon, to extinguifh
oar Jove. When we {ee a perfon of a rugged
hamour, and perverf{e difpofitivn, full of maliee
and diffimulation, very foolifh and very proud,
rt 1s hard to fall in love with an objeé& that pre-
fents itfelf unto us under anidea folittle grate.
ful andIovely: But-when we fhall confider thefe

evil qualities.as the difeafcs and diftempers of a
{oul,
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foul, which, in itfelf, is capable of all thy
- wifdom and goodnels wherewith the beft of
faints have ever been adorned, and which may,
one day, come to be raifed to fuch heights ¢f
Pcrfeétlon as {hall render it a fit companion for
the holy angels, this will turnour averfion intg
pity,-and make us behold him with fuch refent.
ments as we {hould have when we look upon g
beautiful body that were mangled with wounds,
or .disfigured by {fome lothfome difeafe; and
however we hate the v1c:cs, we ﬂlall not ceaftf

to love the man.

In the next place, for purifyingf

Do beget puri-  our fouls, and difentangling our
ty, we jfhould afieltions from the pleaiures and
confider the  enjoyments ol this lower life, let|
- depnity of our us frequently ponder the excel-§
RALIUY Ea Iency and dignity of our nature, |
) . and what a fhameful and un-
worthy thing it is for fo noble and divine a}
creature as the foul of man, to be funk and‘im- §
snerfed in brutifh and. fenfual luft, or amufed
with airy and fantafiical deliglits, and {o to lofe |
the relith of {folid and fpuutual pleafures ; that §
the beaft fhould bc fed and pampcrcd and the §
man and the Chriftian be ftarved in us. Did §
we but mind who we are, and for what we were §
" made, this would teach us, i axight {enfe, to §
reverenceand ftand in awe of ourlelves; ; it would B
beget a modefty and thamefacednels, and make §
us very fhy and referved in the ufe of the moft §
innocent and__allo,wable pleafures- | :
o | { B

Tin

-
b -
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3 It will be very effe&tual to We fhonld
gthc fame purpofe, that we fre- meditate off
4quently raile our minds toward oz zde Joys of
4 heaven, and reprefent 1o our beavesn.
dthoughts the joys that are at '
God’s right hand, thofe plcafures: that ens
ddure for evermore ; for every man that hath this
{ hope 2ne bim, purificth Bimfelf; even as be is pure
d If our heavenlycountry bemuch in our thoughts,
it will make us, as_firangers and -pilgrims, ta
{ abffain firom fle/bly luft, which war againft the
| fon/, and keep ourlelvesunfpotted from this world,
| that we may be fit for the enjoyments and feli-
! cities of the other. But then we muft {fec that
our notions of heaven be not grofs and carnal,
 that we dream not of a Mabometan paradife,
nor reft on thofe metaphors and fimilitudes by
-which thele joys are f{ometimes reprefentedt
For this ‘might perhaps have a quite contrary
effeét : Tt 'might entangle us further in carnal
affedtions, and we fhould be ready to indulge
eurfelves in a very liberal fore-tafte of thoie
plealures wherein we had placed our everlafi-
mng felicity. But when we come once to con- ’
ceive aright of thofe pure and fpiritual plean
{ures; when the happmei‘sﬁ?c propofe to our-
felves is from the fight, and love, and enjoy-
ment: of ‘God, and our minds are filled with the
hopes and fore-thoughts ef that blefled eftate ;
O how mean and contemptible with all things
here below appear in our eyes ! With what dif-
dalin ﬂmll we rejeét the grofs and muddy plea-
1" I Jah'ﬂ iii, 31 -
ol ~ fure

r
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{fures that would deprive us of thofe celeftial eh.
joyments, or any way unfit and indifpofe us for
thein!. !

The laft branch of Religion is
bumility, and fure we can never:
want matter of confideration for
the confidera- h . e - . 1

: ‘begetting 1t. Al our wicked-
ton of our A 'E . |

o nefles .and impericctions, all ouy
Susings. follics and our f{ins, may hel

, may help to

pull down that fond and overwecning conceit

which wec are apt to entertain of ouriclves.

T hat which makes any body eftcem us, is their

knowledge or apprehenflion of fome little good,

and their ignorance of a great deal of evil that

may be in us; were they thorougly acquainted

with us, they- would quickly change their opie

nion. 1 he thoughts that pafs in our heart, 1n

the beflt and motit ferious day of our life, being

expoled unto public view, woiuld render us either
hateful or ridiculous: And now, howcver we

conceal our failings from one another, yet {ure

wc are conicious of them ourfelves, and {fome

{erious trefledlions upon them would much

qualify and allay the vanity of our {pirits. 1hus

~holy men have come really to think worfe of
themiclves, than of any other perfon in -the
world: Not but that they knew that grofs and
feandalous vices are, in there nature, more hei-
nous than the Turprifalsof temptations and in-
firmity ; but becaufe they were muach more in-
tent on their own mifcarriages .than_on tholc
of thar ncighbours, and did confidér all the
aggravations of the one, and cvery thing that
might

Humility a-

7ifes from
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5;:‘ might be fuppofed to diminifh and ellevate the

.
L4 O LIICI'-

= Buat it i1s well obferved by a Thourhts of
g pious writer, that the deepelt  God give  ws
4 and molt purc humility - doth  ¢he lowef?
§ not fomuch arilcfromthe confi- thoughts of
cration of our own faults and owrfclves. :
cfeéts,as from a calm and quict
3 contemplution of the divide purity and good-
? nels. Our fpots never appear fo clearly, as
when we place them before this infinite light;
and we ncver {eem lefs in our own eycs, than
when we look down upon ouriclves from on high.
O how little, how nething do all thof¢ fhadows
of perfeftion then appear,- for which we are
wont to value ourfelves ! That humility, which
cometh from a view of our own finfulnefs and
mifery, is more turbulent and boifterous; but
the other layeth us full as low, and wanteth
nothing of that anguifh and” vexation’ where-
with our fouls are.apt to boil when they are.
the ncarcft obje&t of oyr thoughts.. o
There remains yet another’ |
means for begetting a holy and Prayer ano-
religious difpofitionin.the foul ;. 2ber inflru-
and that is, ferveat and hearty ment of Rels-
prayer.. Holinefs is the gift of gion.
God,—indecd the greateft gift
he doth beftow, or we arc capable to receive ;.
and he hath promifed his holy Spirit to thofe
that’atk it of him. In prayer we make the:
nearefl approaches ro God, and lic open to the
influcnces of heaven: Then it is that the Sun
' 3 of
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of righteoufnefs doth vifit us with his direéet

rays, and diflipateth our darknefs, and imprint|

eth his image on our {ouls. 1 cannot now infif

en the advantages of this exercife, or the dif]

pofition wherewith it ought to be performed;

and there is no need I thould, there being o

many books that treat on_this fubjeél. I fhall}
only tell you, that as there 1s one fort of prayer
wherein we make ufe of the veice, whieh is ne. §
eeflary in public, and may fometimes have its§
swn advantages in private ; and another, wlere- |
, in, thenghwe ytter no found, yet §

Tie advanta- we conccive the expreflions, and §

pes of mental form the words, as 1t were, B
prayer. our minds; o there is a third §
and mere fublime kitld of prayer, §

wherein the foul takes a higher flight, and hav. §
ing colleéted all its fcrces by long and {erious |
meditation, it darteth itfelf {if ¥ may fo fpeak) §
towards God in fighs and groans, and thoughts |
400 big for expreifion. As when, after a decp §
eontemplatien of the divine perfeétions appear- §
ing in all his works of wonder, it addrefleth 1t- §
felf unto him In tke profoundefl adoration of §
his majefly and glory: For, when after {ad re- §
fle@ions on its vilenefs and mifcarriages, 1t pro- §
firates itfelf before him with the greatefi cons
fufion and forrow, not daring te lift vpitseyes, §
or utter one word in his prefenee; er when g
having well cenfidered the beauty -of holinefs, §
and the unfpeakable felicity cf thofe that are ]
truly -gcod,%ig panteth after God, and fendeth

up {uch vigercus and ardent defires as no worcs §
¢

-
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Jf ¢an fufliciently exprels, continuing and repeat-
Liing each of thefe afts as long asit finds itfelf
iupheld by the force and impulie of the previous
H meditation. _.
i} This mental prayer is of all othcrs the moft
i cffcctual to purify the {foul, and difpofc it unto
B s holy and religious temper, and may be termed
f the great {eeret of devotion, and one of the moft
f powerful inftruments of the divine life: And
£ it may be the Apoftle hath a peculiar refpeét
funto it, when he faith, that the Sperit belpeth
B our nfirmities, making interceffion for us with
E oroanings that cannot be wttered, or, the origi-
B nal may bear, 2hat cannot be worded. Yet I do
§ not fo recommend this fort of prayer, as to fu-
§ perfede the ufe-of the other; for we have {o
| many {everal things to pray for, End every pe-
tition of this nature requireth {o much time,
! and {o great an attention of {pirit, that it were
not eafy therein to overtake them all: To {ay
nothing, that the deep fighs and heavings of
 the heart, which are wont to accompany it, are
fomething oppreffive to nature, and-make it
hard to continue long in them. But certainly
2 few of thefe inward afpirations, will do more
thana great many fluent and melting expreflions.
‘Thus(my dear [riend) T have
briefly propefed the method Religion 7r to
which I judge proper for mould- &e¢ advanced
ing the {oul inte a holy frame; &y tbe fame
and the {fame means which ferve means by
to beget this divine temper, mult - whbich 2t g3 .

Rillbe pra&ifedfor firengthening  &egun. a
- ~ a

—
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and advancing it ; and therefore I fhall recom.
mcnd but one more for that purpole, and it i
- the frequent and conicientiou;

T/fm zfe of the ufeofthatholy facrament,which
boly facra- is peculiarly appointed to nou-
rizent. rifhandincreafe the{piritual life,
when once it is begotten 1n the

foul. All the infiruments of Religion do meet
together 1n this ordinance; and while we ad.
drefs ourfelves unto it, we arec put to praéife
all the rules which were mentioned before,
Thén it is that we make the {everelt furvey of
our actions, and lay the firicteft obligdtions on
ocurfelves ; then are our minds raifed to the
higheit contempt of the world, and every grace
doth exercile itfelf with the grcatcﬂ activity and
vigour; all’ the fubjefts of contemplation do
there prefent themfelves untouswith the greateft |
aclvantage, and then, 1f ever, doth the {oul]
make its moft powerful {allies towald heaven, §
and aflault 1t with a holy and acceptable force. §
And certainly the negleét or carelefs perform- §
ance of - this duty, is one of the chief caulfes §
that bedwarfs our religion, and makes us con- §
tinuec of {o low a fize.
But it is time I fhould put a clofe to this |
letter, * which is’ grown te a far greater bulk §
than at firft I intended: If thele poor papers g
can do you the {malleft fervice, ¥ fhall think §
myfelf very happy in this undertaking ; at leaft §
I am hopetul you will kindly .accept the fincerc 8
endeavours of a perfon who would fain acquit §

“himielf of fome part of that which he owes yﬂi
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A PRAYER.

2 | AN.D now, O moft gracious G O D, Father
Sand Fountain of mercy and gaadrqﬁ who baft
i 00c(fed us with the knowledge of our Lappinefs, and
bl the way tbat leadeth unto it ! excite in our fouls
8 fuch ardent defires after the one, as may put. us
B forth to the diligent profecution of the other. Let
§ us nesther prefume on our own flrength, noridiflruft
} thy divine affiftance; but. while we are doing our
B utmoft endeavours, teach us fiill to depend on thee
B for fuccefs. Open our eyes, O G O D, and teach
d x5 out of thy law. Blefs us with an exall and
¢ tender fenfe of our duty, and a knowledge to .dif-
| cern perverfe things. O thit our ways were di-
§ velled to keep thy [flatutes, then fhall we not be
| afbamed when we bave refpelt unto .all thy com-
' mandments. LPoflefs our hbearts with a generous
| and boly difdain of all thofe poor enjoyments whick
this world holdeth out to allure us, that they may
never be able to inveigle our c;j?é?zam, or betray
us to any fin : Turn away oureyes from beholding
vanity, and quicken thou us in thy law. Fill-our
Souls with fuch a decp fenfe, and full perfugfion of
thofe oreat truths which thon baft revealed in the
gofpely as may influence and -regulate our whole
converfation; and that the life wbhich we bescee
Jorth lzve i the flefb, we may live through faith
wn the Son of God. O that the infinite perfellions of
thy bleffed nature, -and the -aftonifbing expreffions
of 2hy goo:irz.eﬁ and love, may conguer and over-

fawcr
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power our bearts, that they may be conflanth)
rg'/mg toward the nflumes of devouteft affection)
and enlarging themfelves in fincere and cor dza!
love towards all the world for thy fake ; and that
we miay cleanfe onrfelves Srom all filthinefs of Jle|
and [pivity perfecing holinefs in thy fear, without)
which we can never hope to behold and enjoy thee. |
Faally, O GOD ! grant that the conjideration}
of what thox art, and what we owifclves are,§
may both bumbdle. and lay us low before thee, and)
alfo flir wup in wr the firongeft and moft ardent§
a/jbzrm‘zm toward. thee. We defire to refipn and)
Five up our_'/éiws to the condull of thy hboly [pirit ;
Jead us in thy truth, and teach us, jfor thou art
2he G OLD of our _/Ezlwatzozz ; guide us with thy §
counfel, and afterwards rvecerve us unto plory, K
FJor the merits and interce f ton of thy Z?Z.«.ﬁd Jon §

Our SAVIoUF
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A SHORT PRAYER, at v/t rifing m tfw
Morning.

T becemes me, O Lord; before'the thoughts
' {  of this world get poffcfﬁon of my. mind, to
‘lay hold on the- firft opportunity this day af- -
fords me, of worfhipping thee my-Greator and
Governor. I adore the perfeétions of thy na-
turg ; and, acknowledge thine undeferved good-
nefs to-me. I blefs thee for every inftance of
it through my whole life;; and, at this time
particularly, for the watchful care of thy good
providence, by which Ihave been fecured from
the dangers of the laft night.” I intreat of thec
alone, as. the Father and Judge of mankind, the

pardont of every tranfgreflion, and oiniflion of
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my duty through my whole life. I beg this upon
thofe terms only, which the holinefs of thy na.
ture, and the declarations of Jefus Chrift, have
marked out to us. I here acknewledge myfelf
thy creature and thy fervant, and the dilciple
of thy Sen; and, as fuch, obliged by all the
firi&eft ties of duty, gratltudc and intereft,
fincerely to fearch out and perform thy will,
and never wilfully to offend againft thy hon
laws. I now intreat thy fatherly goodnefs teo-
wards me. I beg of thee, the Governor of the
world, proteétion and faveur; profefling be-
fore thee, my entire dependence upon thy wil-
dom, power and goodnefs. Defend me, I be:
{fecch thee, this day, from all dangers, and {ad
accidents. Guard me, by the difpaﬁtions of |
thy good providence, from all the ways of ﬁn, '-
and lead me forward in the paths of all vir-
tye, towards the true perfe@ion and happinef |
of a reafonable creature. .Accept, O Lord! |}
this my firlt. fervice. of thlS day, aceording to |
thy goodnefs<and merey in Chrift Jefus, thine §
only Son, our Lord; in whofe name, and ip |}
whafe words, I farther, call upen thee,
““ Qur father who art,in heaven; hallowed §
be thy name. "Thy kmﬂ'clqm come.. Lhy will §
be done on carth, as it is in heaven. Gijye us §
this day our datly bread. And forgive us our §
trcfpaffes, as we forgwc them that; trcfpa,ﬁ!
againft us. Amnd lead us not into. t:f.:_tfl:lpl:a.tlmr!.,.t :
- but deliver us fromevil: For thineis. thc King. B
dom, thc Power, and ‘the. Glury,, for. ever: ‘&ﬂd

ever.?  _Lien.
P .t! |
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i‘ 7. A4 SHORT PRAYER, at night, juft before:, gomg
§ to bed. -

‘ O GOD, my .great Creator, Preferver, and.
Bcncfa&nr' I} approach thee with thc.
fincereft reverence and humility, to pay - thé Iaﬁ:
aanowledgcments of this day to thee, . before
4 my eyes are clofed with (leep. I praife and
f magmfy thy name for all thy mei'cn.s Partl-
¥ cularly, at this tiie, for thy- prc{'ervatlon of me
| through the paft day ; and for that tender care
§ and guidance of thy mérciful providence, by
wuch I have been defended from the great
| cvils, both of fin and calamity, with whicls this
: lmperfe& ftate To much: abdunds. Wlmtevcr.
i of good or ha.ppmefs I enjoy, ! to thee d give
| the praife of it, and to thy favour. My {inful
~ 11nperf'9&mns and fallmgs, my tranfgrcﬂlons
and negle&@s, in many inftances of thy law and.
my duty, I truly repent of.. I take the ,ﬂl.’:tl]‘lf.‘.
of them to myfelf, and feck the pardon of them
from thy fatherly mercy and goodnefs: alone..
Forgwe me, 1 befesch thee, upon the terms of
thy Son’s ﬂ*o{'pel whatfoever thou haft” feen
amifs, in any part of my condu&, through the -
paft day ; and take me, and all'inwhom I am con-
¢erned, into thy care and’ protedtion through-
this' night. Dcfend us, 1f it be thy holy will, f'fom*
the defigns-of evil men, and_from every “thing -
terriblé” and hurtful ;| And:lead us all'imrthe-
paths of holinefs, through thy fatherly- goodncfs, ‘-
and thy love to mankind,-declared by thy Som -

chus Chmf’c our: Lor‘d ; to Whom be ﬂ‘lory for-"

SVEr. .Zmama
Mz | B .24
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3. 4 Longer PRAYER,” o be ufed at any oz‘Zm-
sme of the day. .

G O D, who are the Father and Lord of}

all Beings, andglorious in all perfeéions!|

I thine unworthy creature and {ervant, in the}
deepeft fenfe of my own manifold imperfections, |
approach thy divine Majefly ; befeeching thee, g
out of the abundance of thy goodnefs, to bel
merciful to me. I acknowledge, that many have
been my failings and negleés through the courfe §
‘of my life; and that, if thou fhould’ft be ex- |
treme ta mark and, punith wbaet 5, 1n every g
degree and every inftance, amifs, I could not [
hope for any portion of thy favour: But, O
Lord, the goodnefs of thy nature, and the holy
gofpel preached by thy Son Jefus Chrift, en- §
courage me to hope in thee for mercy and for- B
givenefs ; and therefore, as his-difciple, incx-
pedation of thy favour upon the terms declared §
in that gofpel, I earneitly befeech thee to for. §
give every thought, every word, and every ac- §
tion, by which I have in the leaft degrcc of- §
fended thee, or tranfgreffed the rules of virtue g
and true religion, from the beginning of my life §
to this hour. And this I beg fincerely, refolv. §
ing to endeavaour after a greater degree of per-
feétion, and a greater ccnformny to thy holy §
will, for the time to come ; and hoping, on this §
condition alone to be reccwcd by thee to favour §
\here and cternal happinefs hereafter. B
Accept, likewife, the acknowledgements cf § -

wy heart and mouth, which are fo mdlfpcnfa;ly
ue |

-~
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f ;due to the perfections of thy creatures. I adore
- and ccicbrate theunalterable glories of thy pow-"
21 er, adorned and direfled by unerring wifdom
[t and goodnefs ; and ble{s and praife thee, for
[! cvery inftance of thy tender regard to me and
£ to all the children of men. I blefs thee, that
when it pleafed thee to bring me unto being; ¥
§l was made capable of knowing and imitating
thCC, and of en‘](}ylnﬂ' thy favour. I blefs thCC,
i that I have been called to the knowlcdge of a
8 religion, from which I have received i many and
i oreat advantages, aflifiances and opportunities,
i towards anfwering the end and true defign of
¥ my creation. I blefs thee, that by the difpofi-
.tions of thy good providence, I h:wc: been led
{ to a juft {enfe of the excellence of virtue, and
{ of the importance of true-religion; and that
b this {enfe hath been 1mprovcd by the beft.ex-
| amples and fentimefits of others, and by many
l peculiar inftances _of thy merciful care and
. goodnefls. . - 1

I praife thy holy name for all that thy Son,
Jefus Chrift, did, and taught, and Tufféred in
_this world; in ordcr to réedeem mankind from
the power and punifhment of their fins ; and to
lead them more effedtually to the knowledge of
thee, and the pra&ife of their .duty; and to
confirm to them the reafonable hope of* being:
immortally happy hereafter. For thefe and all

thy mercies, which refpeé another and a better .

life than the prefent, let my foul magnify thee,
O Lord! and all the powers within me praife.

thy ho.ty Names RO
Norj
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Nor ought I to negle€t to thank thee for
thofe many inftances ot thy mercy, by which
thou haft made my eftate, 1n this {hort and un.
certain life, much happxer than it ~could have
been without them ;. for affording. mt ot only
all the neceflary ’luppdrts, but many of the moit
delirable convcméncws of fach a-ftate.. Conti.
nue, O Lord, I béfeech thee, thefe thy tempo-
ral favours to me, if thou fe‘eﬁ it cotfifténit with.
my chief and- eternidl good : If not,lead mé to |
cternal life in whatever paths’ theu fécft-fit. 1T
refign myfelf, amd all- my eoncerns into thine
hands'; and entreat thee to be my Guide, and. |
my. Govefnor, unto dedth. Lt the fenfe of |
thefe thine undeferved mereies,.infpire mie with:
fuch a graticide as wdy fhiow itfdl in the fort- |
able feturns of agood life and lLoly comrm {8.-
tion; and with firch & love of thee, as miy e¥-.
prefs itfelf in-the kéeping thy comnbaridmeénts.

W hatever morallmpbrfe&mns thiere wié fHll
13 me, direct me to the knowledge of them, and
to the proper meatis of putting an<énd to thcin .
And affift me; by all the hethads of thy wil-
dom and n'aodnefs, ih the great work T-hdve to
do, the:perfeting iy mind in all that i$ truly
excellent, and tlie wor mer out miy, faltvation in
the methods agréedble-to thv holy will; and to-
the abhgatrons 6f ‘a reéifonable créatire.

I befeech thee; likewifs, to bé meréiful to the
whole world.. Knunlighten'the dark cornérs of it
with ‘the tru¢ Knowlédgeé of thee, and of thy
gofpcl in‘its-fimplicity ; and foiv thée {eéds of

all virtue and happmef’s inall parts of it. Leac'.lt
| al
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% dll. profeffed-Chrifiians to truth, and righteouf-
: nels, and peace; that {o. they may bie an honour
4 to the religion they profefs., Put an end.to.ido-
latry.and fuperfiitipn, and.all fpiritual tyranny
i _and oppreflion. Give.an epen check to all.that
§ pride and .ambition which dlﬁurb the world,
! -Quict the turbulent {pirits, and. cqmpofe the
? unchriftian ankmofities. of ankind. + .
i Look down, with much mercy,upon this my
i native.country. Cure onr. evil tempers, and
' ¢onquer our unchriftian and-uncharitable difpo-
fitions ;-and grant that, .at length mutual love
and -charity may flourith and abound amongft
' us, amidR our greateft-differences. Pourdown
all bleflings, fpiritualand temporal, upon.our
King, and his royal family. KEndow.him, and
thofe who are called to any office under him
for the adimmﬁramon of- jufiice. or govern-
ment amongft us, with all: gifts and abilitics
neceflary for the difcharge of their great truft;
and - profper and prote& them in the due execy-
tion of it. L.ead all the minifters of thy.gofpel
to teach thy truth in fimplicity ; and, by - thclr
‘example. and doltrine, to bring themfcl*ms and
‘thefe who hear them, to ctcrnal life.
Extend thy mercy and compaﬁion to.dll af-
fli&ed perfons, of whatfoever fort or degrcc thelr
afli&tions may be; to all who -are in a‘ftate,of
uneafinefs of mind, or pain of body, a ftate of
want or forrow, of perfecution or opprclﬁon ;
giving to them all the fupports and afliftances
{fuitable ‘to their feveral:difireffes, and, i i, thy
‘good time, an. happy-.aﬁiac ouit of ‘all their ca-
"~ lamities.
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lamities. Blefs 2]l in whom I am nearly con.
cerned, with every thing truly good for them.
Shower down thy mercics on my friends and be-
nefactors, granting them all happinels here and
hereafter. Forgive: all my enemies, it {uch there
be, and {hew thy mercy to them.

Finally, O Lord! pardon all my paft fins;
gmdc and govern me' by thy holy iptrit, In
my fincere endeavours to uttain everlalting life,
Promote my true happme{'s, as thou feeft fit;
and. mercifully receive me, and my lmperfe&
fervices, according to thy goodnefs, declared by
thy well beloved Sonj Jefus Chrift: In whoie
nafne I offer up all my addrefles to thy throne,
and aferibe to thee all glory and praife, now
and for ever. Awmen, |

4. A Large Form of PRAYER, for more particus

lar occajions.

GOD the Supreme Mzker and Gover-.

nor of the world, perfe&t in all that is
traly great and lovely! I, thine unworthy fer-
vant, appear before thee, undc‘:r a deep fenie of
thy glorious perfeltions, and. of my own great
‘and many failings and imperfe&tions. Under §
“this [cnfc, the great fupport and {atisfaCtionto §
. my mind 1s,- That thou art ready to accept of §
- the fincere. endeavours of thy creatures, to rc- §
. form whatever has been amifs in their paft con- §
dult; and that thou haft fent thy Son Fefus B
Cérﬁ into the world, to fave us fiom our fios, §
~and to declare to us plamly the terms of thy &

forgivenels §




;. ! FORTs or{PrAYLR. . 07

{orgivent,fu anid favour: In his name, théréfore,
- I prefent mylelf before thee; and, as his dil-
7 ciple, I intreat of thice the pardon of whatfo-
3 ever thou haft {¢en dmifs 1h e, flrom the beé-
K sinning 6f my life unto this day. Forsgive, O
fl Lord, évery thought-of my minhd whicli has
R been difagreeable to thy fiaturc -amd precepts ;
| tvery word of riy ‘mouth nnwdrthy of a man,
¥ i 'a Chriflian ; every inftancé of my behavious
B which has been difpléafing to thee, or my own
i confeience ;- -every offence, of wh‘atfocvcr fort
§ or degree, againfl thee ‘imy neighbour, or myr-
R felf. I orn*n‘*c me.all the fins which T n-iyfel‘fcan
| now call to mhy own remembrance, particuliriy +
! And forgive me, likewife, all thofe-tranfgref-
f ions of thy holy will, }‘i’hlt‘h may how be out of
¥ the reach of my memory, but have béen open
o thing all-fecing eye; and are known to thee
i with all their circumfignces and sgerdvations.

¥ Pardon nre, O Lord, according to thy lov-
| ing kindnefs, and the delearations miade by thy
| Son Jefus Chrift:  And grant me that forgive-
' nefs, which I neither 4k nor expe&t, but upoii -
' thofe terms and conditiorts which thy’ holinels
| dnd mercy have laid down ini his gofpel. Be-
hold, O L.ord, I hC"l‘f‘tllj? forgive all who hzivc_, :
' in gny mﬁancc.. or iir any degree, offended of
injured me : Without which 1 ought: t6 enters

' . N . fﬂlﬂ

b

- f Hrre it may he proper for a péifon ta mention ar}i
remark able m&ances M he be confeious 6F any feby Bive
highly improper to- confefs frasy of° wiich ke kﬂGWi ne®

him{elf to Lhave peea guilty.
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tain no hopes of iy own forgivenefs. Andj
I have myfclf injurcd any perfon, I am as truly
difpofed and ready to makc all pofiible repara.
tion, as I am to entreat thy favour to myicl
And as I am f{enfible that no forgivenecls can
be expelted, according to thy gcypel without
amendment of life, T {erioully renounce.all com.
munication with whatfocver is difpleafing to
thee ; and fincerely refolve, through thy grace, |
to corre&eve.ry thing that 1s a mifs in my temper]
and behaviour, and to bring my{elf ftill nearer
to thy holinels and happinefs. Forgive me,|
thercfore, as thou haft promifed, by thy Son |
Accept me to thy merey; and give fuccefs, I §
carneftly befeech thee, by thy gracious favour, §
to thefle purpofes and defigns of my {oul. _
And now, O Lord, a._c:ordiﬁg to the {fame |
goednels to thy creatures, gracioully receive the §
earneft pctltlons which T offer to thee-for every §
- good that it is fit for me to prayfor. I acknow- §
ledcrc thee to be thee Great Author of all our §
bcmfrs the Original of all our happinefs, the §
Gwcr of all good gifts, and Difpoler of all g
“events ; -and therefore profefs my dependence @
. upon thee alone for every thing I ought to wilh E
for, or delire. I am fenfible, O Lord, that to g
thee Intirely I muft owe every degree ef hap- E
pinefs I can ever enjoy, or hope for: I am fen- .
{ible that thou ‘art the tendereft Father, and §
beft Friend, to thy creatures; difpofed to lead B
them to their greateft g co0d, and rcady to pro- &
mote and aflift their fincere endeavours after it. @

And therefore, before thee, and in thy prr:,fe:nct:jE
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I willingly lay opf:n the defires and wifhes of
1 my {foul, which I think agr ccable to realon and
; %thy hOly will.

1 I efteem i1t the glmy of our nature, that we
‘% arc made capable of fuch an exalted and ras
% tional happinefs as refults from the knowledge of’
! thee, and the imitation-of thy moral pcrfc&.lcms.
&1 And as thou. haft more fully aflured us of this

4 in the Chriftian Religion, let the ferious confi-
4 deration of that grace and mercy,. which hath
ppcarcd in that difpeniation, effeCtually lead
g me to the good. ¢nd propofed in it. Let the
4 holy precepts of' that perfe& inftitution by
¥ which I profefs to be guided, and.the unipot-
d ted example of thats Great Mafter, whofe fol-
§ lower I defire to be' accounted, engage me to
§ live, 1n all. refpeéts, as becometh the golpel,.
§ and the difciple of TFefus.Chriff.. Particularly,
| O' Lord, let" the confideration of the peculiar
} genius ot that wolpel, and of thofe virtues which
the Great Author-of it accounted the glory of
| Bhis own life, influence nie te endeavour to excol
' inthem : And engage me to love the whole rage -
of mankind with an univer{al charity, and bene-
ficent difpofition ; to rcjoice at all opportumnities
of doing good either to the fouls or bodies of. .
men, and of adding to the fatisfa&ion and hap-
pinefs of all about me; to ftoop even to the:
foweft offices  of kindnefs to others; to be rcecady
to forgive the {harpeft and .moft undeferved in-
juries, and to return pity and good-will {or
them ; and to be ever willing to condeicend:
and vield for the good of others; That {o;,
. | | N a2 | the.

P b
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the trueft humility, and the moft extenfive cha-
rity, may adarn cvery action and circumilance
of my lifc; and all pride and paflion, and un.
eharitablengfs, may be checked and {ubdned by
the power of religion, and the lovclinefs of the
contrary virtucs. ,

Let the fenle of my own many failings, and
the imperfe&ions of éur nature, difpofe me to
be. willing to put a candid and favourable inter- |
pretation upon all thole adions of cthers which
¢an jufily and reaionably demand 1t, or admit
of it ; as well as to be ever ready to forgive |
the offences of others towards mylfelf: And |}
Iet the fenle of thy goodnels, in allowing fic |
ftill time and oepportunity for perfedting my §
~ foul in all that is prailc-worthy, induace me to §
" fiudy mere conflantly and uniformly to plealc §
and imitate thee, - |

My cutward cendition with refpe&t to the §
zood things of this world, it 1s my happinels, §
as well as duty, to vefer wholly tothy wife-will B
and pleafure: Dot as thou heft ordained us to |
belong: to this world, as well as to expecl ano-
tlier, and kail framed ug. fo that we cannot but. §
Le fenfibly afiedted with-cur goad and bad eflate. §
‘here below: ;. of theg, therefore,it-Lecomesus to §
beg, with {uboyflicn vo thy previdedge, the g~ E
curitv and, continuance. of the gooed things we [
already enjoy ; and the increafe-of them, if that
be truly good and needful, And-as, by thy. ap-
pointment, I have already experienced,. in this
“world, many cvils and afiiflicns, and- have been
‘witnels to many mere sround me, {yiler me t&
inplars

I
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2
timplore the gracious regards of thy fatherly
;..lﬂ:‘C&lOIl towards me, and o, pray to thee with
i refpect to them, accordmg to the patiern ok
thy Son Jelus Ghrit, Fat&er fz: be. poffible ; 1 it
be conflitent with and agreeableto thy wile and.
gracious purpofes, fecure me, and all in whoie,
happine{s I am moft nearly concerned, from all.
fad accidengs, and calamitous events; {rom ik
tormenting pains, and grievous-dideafes;. and
from every thing inconfient with fych an hap-<
‘pinels as may lawfully be defired 1n this traufi-
tory world; Nevertbelefs, not as I will, but.as
thouw wilt : And therefore, O Lord, if thy un-
erring wildom {ball otlierwife determine, Jet the:
ferious meditation, en the example of Chrift him-
[elf, and that innumerable company of the beft
of-men who have gone before me- in this con-
flidt, .infpire me with a zeal to-imitate their pa-,
tience; and let the contemplation:of thy . fathers:
1y goodnefls engage me to amhearty and . ratiohal:
lebmiflion to all thy dilpenfations, remembers:
ing what an happinefs it; 1s. to- be-under the. go=
vernment of a Being who knows what js 10 alk
refpe@s beft, and who. cannot affli& his crea-.
turcs but.for ife and good ends. And let the:
fenfe of thy. gracious df:ﬁg:n in all my afiliftions.
lead. me to the trye aad. right ufe af thenr; to:
difengage my- afikétions more and more fromu
chis world, and.to {eek for happinefs in abetﬂcn
atick never-changing flate. - _
I.et theconfideration-efthecertainty.of d"‘ath,
the end.of all temporal-evils, influence me to en-
deavoms to ymlie.it happy, by fuch a.virtuouslife
ad

- — e —

Ll
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as may give me a well grounded hope in thy
mcrcy. Let the review of thole uncertaintics
and troubles I have met with in this world, reu-.

‘der me the more ready and contented, at thy ap-

pointed time, to leave it: And let the proipe&t
of glory and happineis hereaiter, exaltmy mind
above any fond’regard to this vain and tranfi-
tory life ; and enable me fo act as -becomes one
who truly Lelieves life and 1mmortality to he:
brought to light through the go/pel.

l*m'llly, O Lord, my great and chief requeft:
for myfelf, 1s, T hat, by thy favour, I-may ob-"
tain everlafting haoppinefs herecafter; and that
the ftate of this world, with refpeét to me, may-
be fo ordered, and the trials to be appointed for
me in it may be fo proportioned to my condi-.
tion and powers, as moft effe@ually to promote:
and fecure my eternal and greateft good, after
the few days of this life are paft away.. Deny:
to me, thercfore, out of thy. great goodncfs,
whatfocver is truly bad or unfit for me ; though.
I thould be fo weak as. to defire and wifh for } it..
And grant me every tling that is truly g good
for me ; though I fhould be fo blind, and fo void
of w:fdom, as not to fee, or afk it..' As far as:
my petitions are reafonable, and agreeable to
the-cternal laws of wifdom, and the purpofcs of
tl;x governing providence, and the-holy gofpel,
fo fur only i entreat thy favourable conient to-
then: As far as they are not {o, 1 utterly re-.
nounce them, and fubmit my own will’ CnLIrcly
i az; and, in a deep {enie ol my own im-

* ’

s rfediions, bcg cf thee to accept of the fince-
* :mty




FORMS OF PRAYILR. 1'03

ity of my heart; and out of thine abundant
.gmdncis, to overlook and pais by all defc&s of
my {crvices.

TTo thele pct;tzom 1t Bctonlcs me to add thc
andifpenfible tribute of the fincereft praifes and
thank{givings of my foul ; due to the glories of
thy nature, .and to thy goodnefs to thy crea-.
tures. I know, O God, that thy perfeftions
arc far exalted .above all that can be conceived -
“or exprefled by us, and that thy mercies are
above.all our thanks ; and that thy unalterable
attributes ftand not in need of any homage we
can pay, but it becoines us to acknowledge and
celebrate them. .

The glor:cs of thy nature are the gloriesof
perfeét power, adorned with perfeét goodnefls
and holinefs, and guided by unerring wifdom
and knowledge ; fuch glories as are. in them-
felves, worthy of our higheft :admiration and
praifes, . as well as the foundation of all the
happinels we ourfelves can pofﬁbly enjoy or
hope for. -~
 And as it bccomes us to cclebratc the lovely
perfection of thy nature, as it'is in itfelf; fo
are we Indi{penfableobliged to pay thee our moft
grateful acknowledgements for the difplay of
thofe perfeftions in all thy difpenfations toe
wards thy creatures, and for every inftance of
thy tender regard towardsus. Accept there-
fore, O gracious Lord and mcrciful Father, the
poor tribute of mine unfeirned thanks for the
manifold experiences whicih I have had of thy
loving kindnefs, and the many marks I have

received
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goceived of thine undeferved favour. To thee
I owe my being, and, together with 1t, all the
facultics and powers that diftinguifh our nature
from that of the brute part of the creation.
And when I coufider. what it is to be nrade
capable of knewing thee; the foundation of all
-goed ; of mitating thee, the greéat original of
zll iperfedtion ; and of enjoying thy favour,. the
Joundation of all laltitg -and fubftantial hap.
pinels ; I muft acknowledge thine andeferved
goodnefs, and for ever praife thée for making
zne capable of {o ineftimable bleflings.
I muft remember likewife; with  the higheft
gratitude, before thee, that, in ordér-to {ecturs
and.carry forward this gracioas eénd of our crea-
tion the more:éffedtually, it hath pleafed thy
goodnels to fend thy Beloved Bon into the world
o teach, and live, and dies 1 order to fave us
from our fins, and to condu& as effedtually to |
 tiae and everlafting happinels. I blefs thee for
the divine inftruétrons he Hath given his'fol-" |
lowers concerning the certamn method of ob-
taiting eternal life ; for tise blamelels and per-
fe& example of holinefs and patience he hdth
fer before ws ; for his Lambling binfelf eves to
the dortly wpor the crofyy and Jhedding -bis biood
wobn for the remiiffion of ouy fims; and for his
pliin declarations of :the graeious acceptance
of all fuch as fincerely réceive him for theirSa-
vieurand their Lord, and heartily erideavoui to
knotw, and comply with his térms. I blels thée
for the mighty evidences lic gave,. that hé was
traly {ent by thee on- {0 gracious an errand, ?y ~
' tiic

o~

L4
!
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' the purity of his doarme, by the mteﬂ'rlty of -
3 his lifey, by the nature and number of his nii-
;'f acles, by the glory of his refurretion alter an
2 ipnominious death, by his alcenfion into heaven,
£ and by his pouring down from thence the won-
i dcrrful gifts of the Holy Splrﬂ., in order to the
b propagation .of his religion, and the fettlement
Bi of his church ; by all thefe arguments eftabliflz-
8] ing our minds in peace and truth.

1 blefs thee, that the joyful found of thy go-
H [pel hath arrived to this part cf the world ; that
[ 1t hath here, by the peculiar favour of thy’ good
b providence, ‘been reformed from many grofs
l abulcs under which it long laboured,. and NONY
gl lies open to the view and fudy of all men;
# That by thy merciful appointment, I have
| been called to the knowledge of it,.as it is in
¥ it{clf; and fo am the better affured of the true

§ way to’ happlncfs ; the more forcibly engaged
§ to follow after’it; and the more Ili\.cly to obtain *
f great degrees of it, if 1t be not wanting to my-
 lelf: For all which inftances of thine undcferved
-and ineflimable ‘goodnefs, no words can fuflici--
 ently expre{sthegratetul fentiments whlchoughr. -
to ik and poﬁ‘es my {oul.’

Accept likewife, O God, my moft hcarty and
unfeigned thanks, -for the conftant regards of
thy good providence towards me; to-which I
-am indebted for many fingular and peculiar hap- .
pinefles. Tothee I owe, that I.was bora ina
country where Chrifhianity is fecurely profefled; .
that I have been inftruéted in the principles of

trye.religion and virtue ; and my mind led to
o . the
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the knowledge of the moft ufeful and impor.§
tant truths: And particularly, that 1 have beef
{ecurcd, by thy goodnefs, from many of thofe}
great and hazardous trials which have {~ oftey]
proved fatal to others. 1o thce I owe what|
cver opportunities 1 have enjoyedof improving)
myfelf in-what 1s truly -praife-worthy; what|
cver peculiar advantages there arcin that con |
dition, in which it hath pleafed thee to ~lace
nic, with refpell to this world, toward: "1 at-
taining the greateft good and happinets ot
reafonable creature. To thee, the Great C1ca~
tor and Governor of the world, 1 oweall thefe
bleilings ; and to thec I offer up my ﬁnccrcﬂ -.
-acknowledgements for them.s - -
T blefs thee for that-daily care of ‘thy go-
vernment over this world, by which I have been
preierved, cver fince I was born, from innume-
rable dangers.; many nsore than I can number,
and many more than I -know of. A mercy!|]
which I ought tharnkfully te acknowledge, not
merely with refpect to this life, but to a better: §
s by this means I have greater opportunities
of advancing yet farther in the paths of'wrtuc, -
and obtaining an incrcafe of happlneps in the §
Wor Id to come. ' :
- I defire likewile to offer-up my unfelgncd
tranks for all thofe temporal bleflings and ¢ .- §
veniencies, by which thou haft quc my pai- §
{fage through. this world much more tolerable
and cafly than it could otherwife have been ; for §
the ufe of my reafon and underftanding preferv- §

ed to e, without which cotherbleflings-are vain; §
{or
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for that meafurc of health and firength, that
eale. and freedom-from pain, which i bave en-
Joycd for the lupports of ﬁlcndilup and {o-
c1ety ; for-the comforts of food, and raiment,
and habitation; and for all. the good things
with.which thou. haft in mercy {urrounded me,
and thofe.in whofe good citate I am nearly.con~
' cerned.:. Whilft {o'imany others pafs theirlives.
under. the heavy preffure of the contrary.evils..
. What can I render unto thee, O Lord, for
all the nnmberlcfs.inftances of. thy favour wluch
-1 have experiencgd.l. I praifc. and.magnify thy
- great and glormus name.;. and. acknowledge
my{elf under the firicteft and moftindifpenfible.
obligations to live;. and. aét. in.all. refpe&ts, as
becomes one that hath tafted {o.largely. of thy
loving kindnefs. I profefs, O:Lord, my. hearty.
refolution of endeavouring to do fo ;, and offer
up my fincerc defires, that,. by. the conlidera-.
tion of what I-have now. remembered. before
thee; I.may be led to make returns in fome de-
gree, {uitable to fo .many and {o great mﬁanccs
of thy. goodnefs.. . 1.
- Let the ferious contemplation: of thy glories:
#nd . perfe&tions, incite. me ta endeavour con-
itantly. to adorn my,own nature with thofe mo-
ral perfections, which-1 acknowledge to be fo
worthy of praife ;- and. engage me to imitate:
what appears {o truly lovely and glorious. Let.
the, confideration of thy merciful defign.in.
mal-.mg me capable of knowing thee, and: be--
ing. eternally happy in thy favour powerfully-
move me to make fuch anule of thofc faculties-
Q. 2. thou

L e I L | TR T TN Y
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thou haft endowed me with, as T may be led to
a due {enfe of thyhappmefa and conducted {afe
to the pofleflion of thole plealures which are at
thy right hand.  Let thy unipezkable mercy,
11 fcncimg thy Son into the world for the fe.
curing and promoting my happinefs, ctietually
mﬂuencc e to embrace his oifers, to fulfil his
cmnmands, to imitate his cxample, and to live

in all refpedéts as Lecometh his difciple. Lét the
{enie of thofe peculiar qdvantagcs which I have
by.thy efpecial favour, enjoyed,leadme to-1uch
a carcfuluic and improvement of themthat they
may be the happy occafions of more than ordi
nary degrecs of perfedion and ﬂ'lmy lrercafter.

Let the confideration of thy gracious defign,
n affording me {fo many temporal good things,
and fo mafiy comforts, in this imperfe& flate,
influence me to ufc them all to thy glory, as
uncertain goods ;. to be enjoyed with temper-
ance ; and to be employed for the ufe and {up-
‘port of others, as well as my own. .And let
the ferious remembrance of all thy great and
undeflcrved goodnels to_me, open and enlarge
my heart toward others ; lcad me to mmitate
what I praife &nd celebrate fo much in thee;
and teach me to be ready to do goodtoall; to
pity the follies aud miferies of mankind; and
as far as I am able, to promote the h"IPPIanS
of all around, me: That, by fuch a yeturn to all
the inflances_of thy goodnefs and mercy I may
fhew myfelf truly fenfible of Lhem, and fincere-

1y t.haanul for.them,
_ | Wita,
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"With thefs praycers and praifes, I befcech
thee O God, to accept the fincere exprefhions
of my charity and good will towards thy whole
rational creation ; which 1 now olicr to thee,
the father of all, 2as 2 member of the whole {o-
. ciety of mankind,----and more particularly as a
member of the church of Chrift, founded 1n love
and charity. Asfuch, Ifincerely rejoice before
thee m every degree of happinefs enjoyed by any
of my fellow-éreatures here below, and heartily
befeech thee to dilpenfe more and larger coms.
munications of it to this lewer world ; to in-
creafe it in all thole who enjoy it in any mea-
{ure, and to impart fome. portions of it to all:
who are 1n any ifort of mifery and diftrefs.

L.ook, in great mercy, upon the fad cftate of
that part of mankind who know not thy nature,
nor worfhip thee as becomes thy perfe@ions.:
- Put an.end to their 1dolatry and {uperfiition,.
by fhewing them the light and cvidence of thy
goipel in its {implicity ; and, by bringing them
to the knowledge of thy truth, lead thém to-
. cternal life and {alvation. Have pity, likewife,
on the remains of thy ancient people the Fews,
and all othérs who are better infiruéted inthe
belief and worfhip of thee-than the Pagan world ;
and guide them to & yet greater degree of true
knowledge, by direfting their way to the know-
ledge of thy Son, and the praéife of his laws;
and bring them by this means, to the happi--
nefs of Chriftians -~ ot |

" Vifit with_a more efpecial grace and favour;.
the whole Chrifiian world; all.who are called-

by
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by the name of thy Son, and profefs his hoty
relizion. Behold, O Lor d, a Jarge [cene of rpl-

,utuul evils, worthy of thy gractous and mecrei-

ful interpoligion :----In many places, the fath

once delivered to the faints in purity and (im-.
plicity, cnervated by vain and groundlefs tradi-
tions, or davkned by the inventions of men ;.

the worfhip of thee, O Father, expr eisly. cﬂa-,
blithed by thy  Son Fefus Chrift, in [pirit and
iz truth, over-cluuded by’ numberlefs {uperiii-

tions, and ecven defiroyed by idolatry itfelf;.
the moral laws which thy Son. came to refcue.
from the corruptions of men, and ta cenforce

upon his foellowers, rendered meflfc&ual by ma-

ny human devices, falfe notions of religion, fet

up inftead of them; and the pr'owrcis of. thy

holy go/pe/ ftopt and hindered by the wicked.
lives aud {candulous behaviour of thofe w'h‘o-.
PI‘O&.I‘S 1t !

Interpofe, T befecch thee, and put an- cfﬁ:c-
tual ftop to thefe great.and unchrifiian evils.—e-n.
Cionfound the dcvmes of all.fuch as behold or
cncourage any degree. of fuperflition, for bafe.
and feculiar ends. Give a powerful check to all.
forts and all degrees of perfecutionand oppref-.
fion, fo {candalous and deflxpétive to thy holy
religion, which. miftaken or wicked men pre-
tend to promote by fuchimpious methods. Put.
a ftop td all fpiritnal tyranny,and to all ufurp-.
ation over the confciences of men; and diffi-.
pate thofe clouds of ignorance .which difpofe.
people to abafc a1d ignom¥nioas {lavery to the
dictates of mcn, rather than'to'a rational.en-.

| qulrf

“t .
- -Eun
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gquiry mto thy holy 'will which lics open to
them: And, above .all, exert thine dl]l]l‘-’hl_y'
arm in wndlcatwn of the caule of piety and
virtue, lcadmg all profefled Chriftians to {fuch
a fenfe of the importatice of it, as that they
may {ludy to adorn their lives w n:h a behaviour
fuitable to their holy profeflion; and recom-
mend 1t to-the expericnce and approbation of
the unbelieving world, by theantegrity and un.
:blameablenefs of their whole converfation.
. Particularly, grant that all ‘Chriftians who
havc departed from the grofs corruptions of
P0pcry, may depart intirely from the fplrs of
it : That as they profefs to make the_feriptire
the rule of faith, fo they may without refcrve
lc.a.vc it as fuch to alltheir neighbours ; That as
‘1hcy have nobly contended for their own reli-
gious liberty and Chriftian rights, fo they may
not lofe the glory of this, by contradi&mg
in ‘their behaviour toward others; but th'a.t
they may, by theirexemplary deportmcnt, and
‘by thetir fleady adherence to the' principles of
righteéuflnefls, peace, and mutual forbearance,
manifeft to ail ‘the world the “ﬁnccrlty of their
reflormation, and reap the fruit of4t, by ftudy-
ing to excel in all that is [n'alfc-worthy.
Nor-ought'I to forget; O Great Governor of
-the univerte, the civil eﬁatc of thekingdoms of
the carth. ‘Put-an end, O Lord, at 'length to
the diforders-and confufions occalioned by 'the
weak and ambitious *lords of this world, . and
fhew thyfclf indeed King of kings and Lord
af Iords. Permit no longer the happinefs of
human

i
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Lhuman {ocicty to be in any part of thy crea-
tion ruined and laid wafte by the inferior go-
vernment of men, which was inflituted lolely for
the {upport and comfort of 1t:. Bring public
difgrace and confufion upoén all tyrants s and Op-
prcffms ; and honour, with particular marks of
thy favour, all princes who fincerely ftudy teo
anfwer the ends of their inflitution ; that fo the
t1*1umphs of iniatiable ambition may at Iength:
ceafe from the earth, and the bleflings of good
- government be felt throughout the world.
Amongft all the kingdoms of the earth, look,
I bef cech thee, witlr a particular favom, upon
this to which, by the difpofal of thy provi-
dence, 1 bclong ; and for which, therefore, I am
obliged in an efpecial manner to fhew my con-
cern, by the hearticft withes of my {oul. Par-
don our many and crying fins ; and ‘in order td
avert thy judgments, lead everyTinner amongft
‘us to fuch a fenfe of his fins, as may. engage
him heartily to renounce and forfake them.
Continue and confirm to us that peculiar from
of government fo wonderfully hitherto pre-
ferved to us, by which-we are moft cffcétually
{fecured againft the extremitics of confufion and
arbltrary power than many other nations, and
-of which we enjoy the happy tryits every mo-
ment of our lives. | ,
Preferve and eftablifh us in the frec cnjoy-
ment ef the light of thy holy gofpel, and the
fecure profefﬁon of our religion. What errors
{till remain amongit Protefiants do thou efleCtu-

ally remove, and efpecially fuch as may have 2
bad
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bhad influence upoh the condu& of men'slives ;

“and ftrengthen their common intereft againft

Lo B Rl

I

there common enemy. Lo this end,give a check
to the mutual violences and hatreds, and un-
charitable behaviourof men of evil difpolfitions .
on every fide, Kindle, once again, the fire of

 Jove and charlty amongft us ; and permit not
our differences in religious matters, to extin-
| guifh this fire, or to blow up another to our

intire deftru@ion.
Pour down the choiceft of thy blefltngs upon

our King and his royal family ; and blefs all
“who have any part in-the adminiftration of our

gavcrnmcnt Afhft him, and them,in the great
and important bulineis of their flations : Guide
them into the beft and wifelt mecafures; and
give fuccefs to all' their «counfels and labours.
for the advantage of this nation, or tor the re-
lief and fupport of any of our mjured nclgh-
bours."

Permit not the difpofal of the lives atd pro-
pcrtles of thy people everto come to the hands
of ignorant or -partial men :* But manifeft thy
great concern for juitice here below, in fuch a
manner as that the guilty meay ever meet with
their due punifhment, and the injured and op-
prefled find a fure redrefs in the courts of judi-
cature. Dire& all the magiftrates amongft us
to a dee¢p {enfe of -their duty ; to give all en-
couragement to virtue, and all poffible difcou-
ragement to vice, both by their example, aml

’thc duc execution of their offices..
P ' -Lcacl
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Lead all thofe to whom the great concerns of
religion, and of the falvation of mankind, ar
mord peculiarly committed, to fuch a know.
ledge of all nccelfary truths, fuch an exemplary
-and Chrifltian converiation, fuch a prudent an(
conftant difcharge of their holy oflice, as may
effeltually promete the happinels of themielves,
and of thofe committed to their care. Encour-
age and promote’ amonglt us, the means and
methods of fuch a virtuous and laudable educa.
tion as attends to {found learning and religionto
the reformation of this age, and the better
cftatc of future generations.

I defire likewile to exprefls before thee, the
real fenfe I have of the miferies and calamities]
of the difirellcd part of mankind, and the fin.|
cere defire I have of contributing to ‘their eafe
and relief. QO thou Fathet of mercies, and God
of all confolation! " what can we do for that
-multitude of deplorablc objeéts of compatlion |
who are out of the reach of our knowledge, or
of our ability-te relieve, but offer up our earneft
wifhes to thee, the great Difpofer of profperity
and adverfity ? I defire, O Lord, to fympathiz:|
with all the diftrefled, and weep wath them that
weep ; and do carneftly beg of thee, for all the}
afflidted, of what fort or degree {ocver, whatever
I could rcafonably beg for myfelf were I, in§
“thelr condition. Affift them all in their {everal
trial¢ and conflifs ; #nd guide them to fuchaff
degree of contentment, refignation, and pa§
tience, as may render their prefent aflidtionsf
the happy occafion of their greaterfuture glory I: E

anty a
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.
'_‘and as far as 1t 1s conﬁi’rent with the purpofes:

Cof thy wifdom, put an end to thetr prefent di-
{ 1 {ireflcs and troubles. \ '
o " Reftore light and comfort to the dark, melan-
% choly, and dlﬁl a&ted minds of thole who have
# loft the ufe of tlicir reafon 1in any inftance, or-
g any degree. l’ity' the deftitute conditionof
§ thofe who arc in-want of .any of the ncceflary -
2 circuinflances of life ; particularly of thofe who-
#are fallen from the comforts of a profperous..
] condition to the miferies of adverfity ; and raife.
§ them up friends, and patrons, m theirlow cfiate..
§ Relieve, by thy good providence, the wants of
k the poor.and needy. Ide a Iather to the father-
§lefs, plead the caufe of" the helplels widow,
f and regard the afflifted cftate of all who mourn.
f the lofs of thofe in whem in any part of their
| happinefs was placced.
- Strengthen and affift, in an efpecral. manner,
atl who. fuffer, any wh: rc’ for the loveof truth
or the teftimony of a good confetence ; and:
do thou fo proportion to their firength, the
meafure and duration of their fufferings, that
they may work for thcm a more c\cccding
weight of glorv. - Hear the groans of all who
are oppreﬂcd and barbaroully treated-by the ty-
rants of this world, and grant a redrefs to all-
their calamities. Attcnd to the fighs and tears
of fuch as are in captivity and flavery,- and
open a way to their liberty and fecurity.

- Vifit, with thy light and comfort, - all who
are -ﬂHm’tcd with bodily pain, or any fort of

ficknefs ; and bring to their mind il fuch_coi
' - fiderations

, L]
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fiderations and afliftances as arc neccflary and
proper to {upport them in their difirciled con.
chtlpn, or to dilipoie and fit them for their pai-
fage into apother flate, Remove, in much com.
pailion, all thofe unrcajonable doubts and def-
pondencies with which many fincerve and honeft
minds are. in this world difturbed and owver-
clouded ; and direét them to fuch juft notions
of thee, and of thy holy goipel, as may efta-
bliflr them in a courfe. of chearful and hearty
obedience to the laws of it, .
Succeed the endeavours of all who honelfily
~and mduﬁnouﬂy labour -after a covenient live.
ithood 1n this world, and are ufeful members
of the commor’l-wcﬁlth; and bring to nought
the defigns of all who either privately or openly
live wpan the.ipoil of their neighbours, and.
are the plague and terror of human fociety.
Requit, in the eourfe of thy good provi-
dcnce, the kindnefs of all who havc at any
time, or in any degree, cndeavoured to con-
tribute to the advantage of .my mind,. .body,
or outward cfiate. Upon all who. havc either
done, or defigned me good, of any {ort, fhower
down thy rewards and favour: Amnd # there
- be any who have either defigned, or done me
real mifchief, in return to their evil I beg and
" intreat for thy pardon and thy bleflings. Cor-
relt the évil difpofition of all fuch minds, and
plant, inflead of it, a temper worthy of men and
Chriftians. Let the confideration of their own
eternal interefllead them all tocharity and love;

- &ahd cngégc them. to. put cn thofe &ifpolitions,
which
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which only can fit them for the blefled fociety
above- | *

Blefs all in whom I am m¢rc nearly con-
cerned, or in whele happine{s ' I take a parti-
cular part, with fuch a meafufe of health, {uc-
cels, and.-profperity, as may befl carry forward
the defigns of thy goadnefs toward them, and
moft efleftually promote their happinefs here
and hercafter. But whatever be thy difpenfa-
tions toward them, with’ rcipc& to this life, lead
them all, I befeech thee, into thofe paths wh1ch+ .
will mfalhbly convey them to thine heavenly
kingdom 1n the. world to come.

Finally, O Lord! I wifh and pray for all
good things te the whole race of mankind. 1
rejoice in every degree of virtue and happineis
to be feen here below. I mourn fer every de¢-
gree and every inftancé, of vice and mifery.
Let thy kingdom come, I befeech thee, and
fhew thine almighty power by eltablithing true
religion amongft men, and puatting a ‘ftop to
all the calamities of this lower world.

Accept, O Lord! I moft earnefily befeech
thee, the {entiments and defires of heart, which
I have now poured out before thee, under a-
fenfe of thy prefence, and of thy providence -
- over-rulinganddirectingall things. Favourably
receive the acknowledgements T have made of
my fins and: moral imperfeCtions ; and grant me
- pardon and peace upon'the terms of thy gof
pel. Hear and anfwer the petitions I have' of-
fered up, for theobtaining all things truly good,
and thc avertingall things evil, Let the prmfccsl

: an

rn
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and thank{givings which my heart hath fent up,
as the homage due to thy perfcélions and good-
nels, be acccptable to thee: And rcjedt no
the interceflions I have made for the temporal
and eternal happinels of all my fellow-creatures.
And now, O Lord! take me,; 1 once more
intrcat thee, into thy powerful and wife pro-
teftion ; and guide me, by thy good ipirit, te
the knowledge and performance of thy holy will
Liere, and'to the enjoyment of that:eternal and
unalterable happinefs hereafter, whichthou haft
referved for thy faithful fervants, and promifed
Ly thy well-beloved Son Fefus Chrzf. In his
name I truft for acceptance of myfelf, ‘and all
my [incere, though imperfedt {ervices, whols the
only Mcdiator between God and men, our Ad-
vocate with the Father, and the Propitiation
for our fins. Now unto the King.cternal, im-
mortal, invilible, the only wife God Lc ho-
nour and crlor} , for ever and ever- - Amen.

s A4 PRAYER, ﬁr a Family, for ]l/"on:mg o
Fvening.

ILORD, perfe& in “.wifdom, fgoodnefs-
, and power, glorious in all that can be
truly called pcrfe&mn We thy creaturcs, and
thy fervants, profirate ourfelves before thec:, in
‘a decp fen{e of qur own unworthinels, and cf
thy lovely and mcomprchenﬁble perfeflions ;
aclxnowledﬂ'mg the glories of thy nature, as it
1s 1n itfelf; .and thy great goocnefls to us, an d

to the whole world of thy cr catures..
We



FORMS OF PRAYER. I 19

We defire to be truly {enfible of the great
happinefs of knowing thee, and of imitating
thee, and of cnjoying the communication of thy
faveur : Upon which account, 1t highly be-
comesus to praife thee for that act of good-
nefs in our creation, by which thou halt endowed
us with faculties fitted for the attainment of .
this unfpeakable happinefs, and for thc enjoy-

ment of the higheft good.

~ We praife thee for thy great goodncf s Inour
prefcrvation here, éver fince we were brought,
into being ; not only as it refpeéts this world
in which we now live, but as by it we arc
enabled to make the better prowvifigh for our
everlafling interefts in the world to'come ; and
have greater opportunities of improving. our
fouls in virtue, and of iccurmg our happinefs
for ever. More - particularly, we now blefs thee
for the care of thy prowdcncc over us by which.
we have been preferved in fafety through the
paft (day or mght), and mercifully defcnded
from all dangers and diftrefles. . ~

It-becomes us likewife to acknowledge thy—
bounty and goodnefs, manifefted to .us through
every part of our lives to this time ; to thank
thee for that meafure of health, fand‘ ftrength,
and quiet, which we hawe hithterto enjoyed ;
for the comforts and fupports of all thofe ne-
ceflarics and conveniencies, ‘without which we
fhould be much more unhappy in this ftate than
we now are ; and for all other circumfianrces
and advantages of life, which help to make our
paflage through this world more happy, or more

. tolerable than otherwife it could be.
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But, above all, we blefs and magnify thy
great and glorious name, for thy tender regards
to our ecverlafling happinefs in a better flate
hereafter; for {ending thy Son into the world,
to declare to us the certainty of a {uture flate
of rewards and punifhments; and for all that
he did and taught, and {uffered, in order to
reconcile us to thee, and to guide us to cter-
nal life and glory : For the great happinefs of
a good and virtuous education; and for thole
peculiax difpofitions of thy providence which
have often guarded us from many particular
and hazardous trials and temptations. FForthefe,
and for all thy othcr mercies, whieh conecern
our great and eternal interefl, we dJincercly
thank thee, O Lord, and will ever praife thy
holy name. |

It 1s with fhame and grief that we refle&t |
upon the returns we bave made to {fo much mer- |
cy. We confefs, O Lord, that we have not |
lived as becomes reafonable creatures called to |
the knowledge of fuch aGGod, and of fuch a |
Saviour. DMany have been pur failings ; many §
have been our omiflions and negleéls in the |
- performance of our duty, and-in the perfeéting §
ourfelves In all virtue; many have been our |
offences in thought, word, and dced, againft
thy divine majefty ; and many are ftill our im- §
perfeftions. But, ‘O merciful Father ! we be-
{cech thee, in the name of thy Son Fefus Chriff,
to pardon us now returning to thee with the
full purpofe of regarding more {iriétly the obli- |
gations of gratitude and obedience we are un- |

’ " der ;

-
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der; and of living, for the time to come, more
like thy fervants, and like Chriftians.

And now, O Lord, confefling’and resouncing
all our {ins, and hoping for the pardon of all
that 1s paft through thy Son Fefus Chrieft, asfar
only as we {incercly endeavour to reform and
amend-whatfoever we know to be amifs in our-
{clves ; - we ‘befcech thee, {o to affift us by thy
merciful providence and good Spirit, that, in
the future conduct of our lives, we may better
anfwer the ends of our moft holy religion, and,
adorn the goipel which we profefs to believe,

Let the experience of thy repeated mercies
inflame us with a refolution of making fuitable
returns to them. Lt the belief of future glo-
ries raife our minds above the fordid views of
this world. Let the confideration of thine in-
fallible wifdom, and undoubted goodnefs, teach
us heartily and quictly to {fubmit ourfelves to
all the difpenfations of thy providence towards
us, as to the will of one who hath always wife
and excellent purpofcs to ferve, and knows
what is beft for us, lnﬁmtely better than we
poflibly. can. Let:the example of our blefled
Saviour, ever placed before our eyes direét our
fteps in every ftation of life,-and every inftance
of duty; and let our hopes and affeftions’ be
unmoveably fixed upon thofc rewards which are
1aid up in heaven.for all who, by a patient con-
tinuance in well-doing, feek after glory and
immortality. Finally, Liet the confideration of
thy holy prefence, every where, govern all our
thoughts, words and adtions, as ander the cye

Q | of’



i {
I22 : ' FORMS OF PRAYER.

of thy majefty, and lying open to thee, our
{fupreme Governor and Judge : that {o our irre-
gular paflions may lofe their power over us,and
'we may daily proceed to greater degrees of all
holinefs and virtue. |

We now particulargly defire to put ourfelves
under thy prote&ion, this ((day or zight ), and
to implore thy. fatherly care over us; that ne
cvil may approach us ; but that our {ouls and
bodics may be fafe under that good and power-
ful providence in which we entirely truft.

. We extend likewife our regards to all the
world of reaflonable creatures, and pray‘for the
happinefs and good eftate of all mankind, that
-they may all know, -and worfhip, .and obey
thee, as they ought; and particularly, that all-
who name ‘the name of {hr7ff may depart from.
iniquity, .and*live as becomes his holy gofpel.
Put a ftop to the calamities - occafioned by am- -
bition and.tyranny, whether temporal or {pi-
ritual : Put an end to every degree of idolatry
~and fuperflition, perfecution and oppreflion;:
and give luccefls to the labour of all who-ftudy
the happinefs of thy creatures, and preach thé
gofpel of.thy Son in fimplicity and Jove. -*-
~ Regard, with much mercy, thefe nations to
which we belong Pardon our crying fins : And
lead all finuers amongft us 'to true and un-
feigned repentance ; that iniquity may not be
our ruin, or prevent the mercies we might
otherwife hope for. Pour down the choiceft of
~thy bleflings upon our King, and, his royal fa-
mily; and {o dire&t him, and all that are in

authority
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authority under him, by thy gracious guidance,
that they may faithfully difcharge the great’
truft repofed in them; by being a terror to.¢evil
docrs only, and a praife to all that do well..
Let the remembrance of the great and folemn
account to come, engage all orders of men
among{t us, confcientioufly to perform their
duties in thelr feveral places and ftations with
all faithfulnefs and charity.

Blefs, we befeech thee; with all bleflings of
foul and body, our relations.and friends ; lead-
ing them to all virtue and happinefs, and to
eternal life hercafter. Réquit the kindnefls of
“all who have done or dcfigned -us- any good :
And pardon the maliceof all who have done or
wifhed us any evil, guiding them to repentance,
- and fhewing thy mercy upon them.

We . bhave 2 deep fenfle, O Leord of the
troubles experienced in this world ; of the wants
of the poor and needy ; of the ficknefles, the
pains, and diftreffes of the affli¢ted part of man-
kind: We truly fympatize with them, and
intereede for them, that in thy providence,.
they may find relief] and have reafon to rejoice
at the-end, for the days wherein they have {een
adverity. | |

And now, ‘O Lord, we again commend our-
{elves, and all belonging to us, to thy gracious
prote&ion and care, referring ourfelves wholly _
. to thee for what is truly neceflary and good for -
us in this world; and, above all). intreating
thee effeftually. to difpofe the way of thy fer- .
vants towards-the attainment of everlafting {al-

£ Q.2 ) vation ;-
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vation in the world to come i and befeeching
thee to hear and to accept us as the difciples of
thy Son Fefus Chrift our Lord, in whom thou
art well pleafed, and in whom we defire always
to be found. " Now unto bim that is able to keepr
us from falling, and prefent us ﬁmltl,sﬁ befere the
py ¢fence of hbis glory with exceeding joy ; to the
only wife God our Saviour, be.glory and magefty,
domznion and power, both now and ever.  Amen.

6. The LorD’s PRAYER. paraphrafed in the
. Words of the Sborter C’atec&z_'fm.

UR F ather who art in Heaver: We-de"

fire to draw near to thee with all holy
reverence and confidence, aschildren to afather,
.able and. ready to help us ; and, wzi.h ourfelves,
we pray alfo for others. "

Hallowed be thy name : We pray, that thou
would{t enable us, and others, to glorify thee,
m all that Whereby thou makeft thyielf known ;
2nd that thou wouldeft dlfpofe of all things to
i1ay own glory.

“Th y kingdom come: We pray, that Satan’s
_kingdom may be deftroyed ; and that the king-
dom of grace may be advanced ; ourfelves and
- others brought into it, and kept in it ; and that
the merdom of glory may be haftened.

dhy will be done on ear thy, as it 13 in Zwawrz -
We pray, that thou wouldeft maLe us able and-
ﬁ, wﬂlmg to know, obey, and fubmit to thy will,

in all thmgs, as the angcls do In heaven. "
Gzz'c’
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- Give us this day our daily bread: We pray,
“that, of thy {ree gift, we may rcceive a’ compe-
‘tent portion of the good things of this life, and
‘may enjoy thy blefling with them.

Forgezve us our trq/jbaﬁ:, as we forgive themz
that trefpafs againft'us: We pray, that thou,
for Chrift’s fake, wouldeft freely pardon all our’
fins; which we are the rather encouraged to afk,
becaufe by thy grace we are cnabled from the

heart to forgive others.’ )
- And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
Jfrom evz/: We pray, that thou wouldeft-either
keep us from being tempted to {in, or lupport
and dellcver us when we are tempted.

For thine is the kingdom the power and the
glory, for ever, Amen. We take our encou-
ragement 1n prayer from thee only: And in
our prayers we praife thee, aferibing king-.
dom, power, and glory to thee: And in tefii-

mony of our defire; and aflurance to be heard,
we {ay, Amen. Y ’

-
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