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THE"
DUTY and PLEASURE
OF

PRAISE and THANKSGIVING,

|

PSALM CVIL 13,

0 that Men would praife the Lorp for bis
Goodnefss. and for his wonderful Works to the
Coildren of Men. S

HERE is {carce any Duty of Religion more
commonly neglected, or more. flightly per-

, formed, than that of Praife and Thank{giv-
g, The Senfe of our Wants puts usupon beg-
ging Favours from Gob, and the Confcioufnefs of
our Sins conftrains us to deprecate his Wrath ; thus
Intereft and Self-love fend us to our-Prayers. But
alas | how {mall a Part hath an ingenuous Gratitude
in our Devotion? How feldom are we ferious and
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4 The Duly and Pleafure

hearty in our Acknowledgments "of the divipe
Beunty? The flender Returns of this Nature which
we make, are many Times a formal Ceremony, 5
Preface to uther in our Petitions for what we want,
sather than any fincere Expreffion of our thankfy)
Acknowledgment for what we have received. Ty
different was the Temper of the holy Plalmift, whofe
afteCtionate Acknowledgments of the Gcodnefs and
Bounty of (Gop, in the chearful Celebration of his
Praife, make up a cenfiderable Part of his divine and
ravifhing Songs. How often do we find him exciting
and difpofing himfelf to join Voice, and Hand, an-
Heart together in this holy and delightful Employ
ment? {a) ¢ Blefs the Lord, O my Soul; and a)
« that is within me, blefs his holy Name. (J) My
¢« Heart is fixed, O Gop, my Heart 1s fixed: |
“ wiil {ing and give Praife. Awake up my Glary,
‘“ awake Pfaltery and Harp: 1 myfelf will awake
 right early.”” And being confcious of his own
Infuficiency for the Work, he inviteth others unto
1t, czlling in the whole Creation to aflift him: (¢
¢« O fing unio the Lord a new Song: Sing unto
« the Lord all the Earth. (ive unto the Lord, O
“ ve Kindreds of the People, give unto the Lord
“ Glory and Strength. Praife (d) ye the Lord.
¢ Praife ye the Lord from the Heavens: Praife him
¢ in the Heights. Praife him, ye Sunand Moon:
¢« Praife him, all ye Stars of Light. Mountains
¢¢ and all Hills, fruitful Trees, and all Cedars.
t¢ Beafls, and all Cattle; creeping Things, and
« fying Fowls. (e) Blefs the Lord all his Works,
¢ in all Places of his Dominton,”> Many fuch figu-

(@) Pfal. cii. 1, (&) Pfal. lvii, 1, 8.
{c) Pfal, xcvi. 1y 7, (d) Pfal, cxlvil. 2, &
(¢} Pfak ciil, 22, -
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of Praist and THANKSGIVING,  §

mtive Expreflions occur, and Allowance muﬂ: be
made for the poetical: Strain: But in the Text we
"have a proper and paffionate With, ¢ O that Men
"« would praife the Lord,”” &c.

« O that Men,”” &c. Man is the. great Prieft
of this lower World by whom all the Homagc and-
Service of the other 'Creatures is to be paid to their
common Lord and Maker: <« (God ( f ) hath made
« him to have Dominion over the Works of - his
« Hands : He has put all Things under his Feet.
« All Sheep and Oxen ; yea and the Beaft of the
« Field, the Fowl of the Air, and the Fifh of the
& Sea, and whatfoever paffeth through the Paths of.
¢ the Seas.”  And the divine Bounty in maintain-
ing of thefe poor Creatures redoundeth unto- him ;.
and therefore it is highly reafonable that he fhould.
pay the Tribute of Praife for them, who are not
capable to know their Dependence on Goby.or their
Obligations unto him. (g) ¢ The young Lions
« are faid to roar,. and feek their Meat from (Gob.
« (}) The young Ravéns do cry unto- him.” But
thel are only the Complaints of languifhing Na-
ture, heard and relieved by the Gopsof Nature ; but
not directly and particularly addreffed to him. Man
alone is capable to entertain. Communion with.
bI(JJOI? to know his Goodnefs, and to celebrate his

raife

“ O that Men. would praife the Lord.” Praife
is the Acknowledgment of the Goodnefs and Ex-
cellency of a Perfon; and though the Defire of i1t
Ins, who have nothing of our own but ¥olly and
Sin, and whofe beft Performances have a miferable
Al loy of adherent Corruption, be a blameable, Va-
nity and Prefumption ; yet certam]y it is highly rea~

(f) Pfal. viii. 6, & (g) Pfal, civ, 21,

(b) Job xxxviil, 4 1., -
A 3 | fonable



6 The Duty and Pleafure

{fonable for Gop, who is the Author and Fountjy
of all Good, to require and expe& 1t from his Cres,
tures. He hath made this great World as a Ten.
ple for his Honour, and it fhould continually refound
with his Praife. It 1s true, 2ll the Praifes of Mep
and Angels can add nothing to his Happinefs and
Glory; yet thereisa F itnefs and Congruity in the -
Thing, and it is our Happinefs as well as our Duty
to perform it; for () ¢ itis good to {ing Praifes
« to our Gop; for it is pleafant, and Praife is
“ comely.”” This is the blefled Employment of
the holy Ones above ; and if we ever tafte the Plea..
fures of Heaven upon Earth, it 1s then, when our
Souls are ravifhed with an overflowing Senfe of the
divine Goodnefs, and our Mouths are filled with his
Praife, :

« O that Men would praife the Lorb for his |
« Goodnefs.” Al the Attributes.of Gob deferve
cur bPigheit Praife; Power, Wifdom, and Good- |
nefs, are zli one in-him ; but as we have difterent
Conceptions of thefe, Goodnels is that lovely At
tribute which doth peculiarly-attract our Affection,
and excite our Praife. Our Love to &op doth not
fo much fow from the Confideration of his Great-
nefs, whereby he can do whatever he willy as from
the Confideration ef his Goodnefs, that he alwas
willeth what is teft; that his almighty Power hath
infinite Wifdom to regulate it, and unfpeakable
Bounty to altuate and exert it. .

«« () that Men would praife’ the LorD for his
¢ Goodnefs, and for his wonderful Works to the
¢ Children of Men.” The divine Goodnefs doth
fpread and extend itfelf over all the Parts of the
Univerfe, and embraceth the whole Creation in ifs
Aims: It niot only difplayeth itfelf moft illuftsiouly

()} Plae ey 1 -
$0




of PrRAISE and THANKSGIVING, 7T

to the blefled Inhabitants of the Regions above, but
reacheth alfo to the meaneft Worm that crawleth
on the Ground, The Beafts of the Field, and the
Towls of the Air, and the Fifhes of the Sea, and
the innumerable Swarms of: little Infects, which we
can hardly difcern with our Eyes, are all Subjects
of that almighty Care: By Him they are brought
forth into the World ; by Him. they are furnifhed
with Provifion fuitable-fos them: ¢« Thefe (£) all
« wait upon thee,” fays the-Plalmift, ¢ that thou
« mayeft give them their Meat in due Seafon ; that
« thou givelt them they gather: Thou openeft thy
« Hand, they are filled with Good.”” But here, to
excite us to T hankfulnefs, he makes Choice of an
Inftance, wherein we ourfelves are more nearly con-
cerned, and exhorteth to ¢ praife the LorD for his
« wonderful Works to the Children of. Men.”” If
the Goodnefs of zop to the holy Angels be above
our Reach, and his Bounty to the inferior Creatures
be below our Notice, yet fure we muft be infinitely
dull if we do not obferve his Dealings with our-
felves, and. thofe of our Kind, As eur Intereft
‘maketh us more fenfible of this,, fo Gratitude doth
oblige us to a more particular Acknowledgment
of it. .h

Thus you have the Meaning and Importance of
the Text. 1 know not how we can better employ
the reft of the Time, than by fuggefting to.your
Meditations particular Inftances of his (Goodnefs,
and of- ¢ his wonderful Works to the Childiren of
« Men.” Let us then refle¢t on the Works both
of Creation and Providence; let us coniider in
what 2 goodly and well furnithed Werld he hath
placed us 3 how ¢ he hath {tretched out the Hea-
“ vens as 8 Curtain over our Heads, and therein

(*) Pfal civ, 27,

& hath
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¢ hath fet a Tabernacle for the Suny,” which, 254
univerfal L.amp, enlichteneth all the lnhablt‘lnta
of the Earth; ¢ his going forth is from the Eyg
« of the Heaven, his Circuit to. the Ends thereof,
« and there 1s nothing hid from his Heat:” I the
Morning hie arifeth, and makes the Darknefs flec
before him, 2nd diﬁ:overeth ali the Le*uty ang
Luftre of Things; and truly “ the Light is {weet,
« and a pleafant Thing it is for the Lyes to behold
« the Sun.” Noris it lefs ufeful and advantageous
for directing our Ways, and ordering our fever|
Employments: (/) ® Man goeth fortn to his Work,
¢ and to his Labour, until the Evening. He maketh
<« Darknefs, and it is Night.” ‘The Curtains are
drawn, znd all Things hufht into Silence, that
Man may enjoy the more quiet Repofe; and ye,
. to leflen the Horror of Darknefs, and lighten fuch
as are obliced to travel in the I\lgl ts while the Sun
1S enhghtemng another Part of the World, we
have the Moon and Stars to fupply his Room. ¢ (Q
“ oive Thanks unto the Lorb, for he is good:
¢« For his Mercy endureth for ever. 'T'o Him that
. « by Wifdom made the Heavens: For his, &

¢« The Moon and dtars to rule by Night: For
¢« el

Again, how wonderfully hath he furnifhed this
lower V¥orid for our Maintenance and Accommo-
“dation! (m) « The Heaven, even the Heaven of
<« Hezvens are the Lorn’s, but the Earth hath he
¢t given to the Children of Men., (#) He hath
¢« made us to have Dominion over all the Works
« of his Hands ; he hath put all Things under our
« Feet; all Sheep and Oxen, yea, and the Bealls
€« of the Field, the Fowls of the Air, the Fifh of

(I} PizL civ. 213. (73} Pfal. cxv. 16,
(=) Pfal. vii. 6, 7, 8.

¢« the
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« the Sea, and whatfoever pafleth through the
« Paths of the Sea.”” By the Art and Induftry of
Man the {wifteft Fowls are caught, the fierceft
Creatures are tamed, the ftrongeft Beafts are over-
come, and all made ferviceable unto him, . The
Horfe helpeth our Journey both with Speed and
Eafe; the Oxen labour the Ground for us; Sheep
afford us Meat and Cloaths; from the Bowels of
the Farth we dig Fuel, Metals, and Stones, which
are ftill the more plentiful, as they are ufeful and
advantageous to us; thofe Stones which ferve for
bullding are almoft every where ready at Hand,
whereas Rubies and Diamonds, and other {uch glit-
tering T'rifles, -are found but, in a few Places of the
World, and gotten with a great deal of Toil; and
to what Hardfhip would all Sorts of Artificers be
put, if Iron was as fcanty as Gold? "The Surface
of the Earth yieldeth « Grafs for the Cattle, and
“ Herb for the Service of Man, and Wine that
“ maketh glad the Heart of Man, and Bread
“ that {trengtheneth Man’s Heart.,”” Thefe it af-
fordeth unto us from Time to Time; and while
we are fpending the Productions of one Year, Gobn
s providing for us againft another. There is no
imall Variety of Seafons and Influences, which con-
cur for the Production of that Corn, which we mur-
mur fo much for when we want, and value fo little. .
‘When it doth abound. The Winter Cold muft tem-
per and prepare the Earth ; the gentle Spring muft
cherith and ferment the Seed; Vapours muft be
raifed and condenfed into Clouds, and then fqueezed
out and fifted into little Drops, to water and refrefh
the Ground ; and then the Summer Heat muft ripen
and digeft the Corn before it be fit to be cut down:
) « Thou vifiteft the Earth,” faith the Pfalmiﬁ,

(0) Pfal- lx'Vl 9!
¢ and
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« and waterelt it, thou. greatly enricheft it wip

“ the River of Gop, which is full of Water,
« thou prepareft them Corn, when thou haft f

& provided for it: Thou watereft the Ridges

- e —_—_m—_——

« thereof abundantly, thou fettleft the Furrows
< thereof, thou makeft it foft with Showers, thoy

< blefleft the {pringing thereof, thou crowneft the
~ ¢ Year with thy Goodnefs, and all thy Paths drop

« Fatnefs; they drop upon the Paftures of the

« Wildernefs, and the little Hills rejoice on every
« Side; the Paftures are cloathed with Flocks;
« the Vallies alfo are covered over with Com;
& they {hout for Joy, they alfo fing.
-« Q Lorp, how wonderful are thy Works! in
¢ Wifdom haft thou made them all. "The Earth
<¢ is full of thy Riches. So-is the great and wide
¢« Sea, wherein are creeping Things innumer-
¢« able, both fmall and great DBeafts. There
oo the Ships,” thofe great Engines of Traffic
‘and Commerce, whereby every Country is ealily
furnithed with the Produltions of another. And
" indeed, it is a wonderful and aftonifhing Contri
vance of Nature, that Men fhould be eafily tran(-
fported to the remoteft Places in fuch floating

Houfes, and carried, fo to fpeak, upon the Wings

" of the Wind; that they fhould be able to find out
" their Way in the wideft Ocean and darkeft Night,
by the Direfion of a trembling Needle, and the
" wnaccountable Influence of a forry Stone. (p)
< They that go down to the Sea in Ships, thatdo
-« Bufirefs in great Waters; thefe fee the Works
¢« of the Lorp, and his Wonders in the Deep.
¢ For he commandeth, and raifeth the #ormy
& Wind, which lifteth up the Waves thereof:
« They mount up to the Heaven, they go.down

() Plal. cvil, 23 _
- & 2gaill
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 gozin to the Deep, their Soul is melted becaufe
« of Trouble ; they reel to and fro, -and ftagger
« Jike a drunken Man, and are at their Wits End,
« Then they cry unto the Lo=p in their Trouble,
« and he bringeth them out of their Diftrefles: He
¢ maketh the Storm a Calm, fo that the Waves
« thereof are ftill. 'T'hen they are glad, becaufe
¢ they are quiet: Sohe’bringeth them to their de-
¢ fired Haven, O that Men,” &e. |

But now we are fallen unawares from the Works
of Creation to thofe of Frovidence, Indeed itis
hard to keep any exa&t Methiod in a Subjelt fo co-
nious, where one 'T'hing doth obtrudé iifelf upon
us, before we have done with another. Let us all
call back our Thoughts to a more orderly Confide-
sation of that bountiful Providence which followeth
us from Time to Time. We are infinitely in-
debted to the divine Goodrefs before we fee the
Light of the World. (¢) “ Hé poureth us out as
“ Milk, and curdleth us like Cheefe. He cloaths
“us with Skin and Flefh, and fenceth us with
“ Bor:es and Sinews. He granteth vs Life and Fa~
“vour, and his Vifitation preferveth our Spirit,”
This is {o entirely the Work of Gop, that the
Parents do not fo much as underftanid how it is per-
formed ; for ¢ who knoweth the Way of the Spi-
“rit,”” how it cometh to enliven a Piece of Mat-
ter, “ or how the Bones do grow in the Womb of
“her that is with Child? I (r) will praife thee,”
aith the Pfalmift, « for I am fearfully and wonder-
“fully made; marvellous are thy Works, and
“that ‘my Soul knoweth right well. My Sub-
“ ftance was not hid from thee, when I was made
“in fecret, and curioufly wrought in the lowett

“Parts of the Earth. Thine Eyes did fee my

(¢) Job x. z0. {r) Pial cxxxix. 14.
¢ Sub-
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%< Subitance, yet being imperfect, and in thy Bogk,
“ were all my Members written, which in Cop.
¢ tinuance were fathioned, when as yet there wa;
“none of them: How precious alfo are thy
¢ “Thoughts unto me, O Gop, how great is the
“ Sum of them!” &ec. Nine Months ordinarily
pafs in- the forming of this curious and wonderfyl
Piece, before it be expofed to the View of the
World; and then the Prifoner is releafed from%hat
narrow Confinement, and the Mother and the
Child are delivered together. The Mother « for.
‘ getteth her Amguilh and Pangs, for Joy thata
¢« Man-child is born into the World ;’’ the poor
Infant is naked and weak, ready to expire for Hun-
ger and Cold, unable to do any Thing for itfelf but
weep and cry: But He that brought it into the
World, hath already provided for its Suftentation
in i1t ; the Mother's Breafts are filled with a whole-
fome and delicious Liquor, which faileth not from
‘Time te Time, but is invifibly fupplied, like the
Widow of Sarepta’s Oil, till the Child becomes
capable of ftronger Foed. |
But it was not enough that Mothers fhould be en-
abled to {uftain their Infants, unlefs they had been
alfo powerfully inclined unto it; and therefore (zop
hath implanted thofe Bowels of Kindnefs and Com-
pafion, which prompts them to the moft tender
and affe@ionate Care, and makes them as ready to
help their Childrens’ Neceflities as their own;
which though it do hardly deferve the Name of 2
Virtue, being common to them with the Brates, (s5) -
“ for even the Sea-monfters draw out the Breatt,
' < and give fuck to their Young ;™ yet certainly it
it 1s an Effeét of the divine Wildom, that Infants
may-not want thofe Succours which would never

(I) Laml i‘fl 3-!
- have
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have been fo effeftually fecured to them by a Law.,
Mean while the poor Infant is fo weak, and fo un-
sble to endure the leaft Violence, and withal ek~
p:ofed to fuch innumerable Dangers, that the Moe
ther’s Solicitude and Care would be to little Pur«
pofe, if it were not preferved by a higher and in-
vifible Power, which watcheth for its Safety, when
the Mother and Nurfe are faft afleep, and keeps it
from being overlaid. |

As we grow in Years, our Neceflities multiply,
and Dangers increafe rather than diminifh ; and we
are ftill more and more obliged to Gop for the
Supply of the one, and our Prefervation from the
other. We think, perhaps, we have now fet up
for ourfelves, and can provide what is neceflary
by our own Induftry, and keep ourlelves out of
I-{arm’s Way; but there cannot be a more foolifh
‘and unreafonable Thought; there needeth but a
little Confideration to undeceive us. All that we
project and do for ourfelves, dependeth on the In-
tegrity of our Faculties, and the Soundnefs of our
Reafon, which is a Happinefs we can never fecure
unto ourfelves. I'chofe this Inftance the rather,
becaufe it is a Mercy invaluable in itfelf, and I fear
very feldom confidered by us, O what an unfpeak-
able Bleffing it is, that we are preferved in our
right Wits, that we are not roaring in fome Bed-
lam, or running furioufly up and down the Streets,
nor have our Spirits funk into that Sillinefs or
Stupidityy which would make every little Child to
mock and -deride us! It is pofible enough that
this fhould befal the wifeft and moft ftedfaft of us
il. A Stroke on the Head, a few more Degrees
of Heat in the Blood, or Agitation of the vital
Spirits, were enough to do the Bufinefs ; fo weak
ind mutable Creaturcs are we ; fo fmall is the Dif-
| B tance
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#ance betwixt a wife Man and a Fool.  Next to the
Ufe of our Reafon, how much are we indebted to
the divine Goodnefs for our Health and Welfare?
Thefe Bodies of ours are made up of o various
Parts, and withal, fo nice and delicate, that the
leaft Thing in the World is enough to entangle
and diforder them. A Drop of Humour, or' a
Grain of Sand, will fometimes occafion fuch An-
guith and Pain, as to render a Man infenfible of
211 the Comforts he enjoyeth in the World: And
they who underftand any thing of the human Body,

will juftly wonder that all the Parts are kept in

order for an Hour. What a Mercy ought we
therefore to account ity to find ourfelves in Health
and Vigour 5 no Aching in-our Head, no Notfom-
nefs in our Stomach, no Fever in the Blood, none
of the Humours vitiated, none of thofe- innumer-
able Conduits broken which convey them ; but all
the Organs performing their proper Functions,
and a fprightly Vigour poffeffing every Part! How
much are we indebted to that Providence which
preferveth us from Falls and Bruifes, and ¢ keepett
s all our Bones, fo that none of them are broken;”
which watcheth over us when we are afleep, and
careth for us when we are not able to care for our-
felves? What a Blefling is it to enjoy the Repole
of the Night! that we are not wearied with end-
lefs Toffings and Rollidgs, nor « fcared with
« Dreams, and terrified with Vifions,”” whereof
holy Fsb complains; that we are protected from
Fire and Violence; from evil Spirits, and from
evil Men. ¢ I will both lay me down in Peace,
« and fleep, for thou, Lorp, makeft me to dwell
« in Safety.” And what fhall we fay of our Food
and Raiment, of our Houfes, and manifold Ac-

commodations, of the Kindnefs of our Neighbours,

.

¢

l
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- nd'the Love of ¢ur Friends, of all the Means of

- our Subfiftence, and all the Comforts of our Lives!

We are made up as 1t were, of-a great many feve-

ral Pieces, have fuch a Variety of Interefts and

Enjoyments concurring to our prefent Happinefs,

that 1t is an unfpeakable Goodnefs which continueth.
them all ‘with. us from Time to. Time; that when

we awake in the' Morning, we fhould find our

Minds clear, our Bodies well,. our Houfes fafe, all
our Friends in Health,. and all our Interefts fecure..
¢ He is a Wall of Fire about us, and about all that.
“ we have, by Night and by Day ; and his Mercies
¢ are new -every Morning,”” 1 cannot ftand to-
fpeak of all thof€é more public Mercies, the Peace

and Tranquillity of Kingdoms, and all the happy

Effelts of Society and Government: I fhall only

fay, that it is a fignal Inflance of the divin eWif.
dom and Goodnefs in the Government of the World,.
that fuch a vaft Number of Perfons,. only acted by
Self-love; fhould all confpire for the public Infe<
reft, and-fo eminently advance one another’s Wel-

fare - "T'hat Magiftrates fhould {o willingly undér-

go the Trouble of (Goveinment, and that a heady
and inconfiderate Multitude fhould be commanded.
and over-awed: by a fingle Man; certainly it can.
le no:other but that fame Gopn, “ who ftilleth the

“ Noife of the Waves,”” that can prevent or .coms

pofe “the Tumults of. the People.”’

Hitherto we have confidered-thofe Inftances of
the divine Bounty. which relate to our temporal
Concerns ;. but furely. we were made for fome highet
~and.more excellent-End than to pafs a few Months-
or Years in this Worlds. to eat,. drink, {leep,.and.
die. Gob hath defigned us for a more lafting and:
durable Life, and hath accordingly made greater:
Rrovifions for.it ;. He taketh Care of our.very Boe-

| B.a diesy,

\
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dies, but hath an infinitely greater Regard to thefe
fpiritual and immortal Subftances which he hath
breathed into ws, And here, in all Reafon,
ought to begin with that great and fundament
Mercy, which is the Root and Spring of all hjs
ether Mercies towards the Souls of Men; 1 mean,
the Incarnation, and the Death of his only begottep
Son. Butalas! where are thofe Affe€tions where.
with that thould be {poken and heard? Qur Dyl
nefs makes me almoit afraid to meddle with {o high
a ‘Theme; that the eternal Son of (30D, the Wi
dom of the Father, the Maker, and Lord of al
Things, fheuld clothe himfelf with the Infirmities

of the human Naturey and come down from the
Habitation of his Glory, and take up his Abode |
among the wretched and rebellious Children of
Men, to reclaim them from their Wickednefs and
Folly, and reduce them to their Duty and their
Happinefs ; that he fhould have gone up and down
in the World upwards of thirty Years, in Poverty,
AfliGtion, and Contempt; doing (Good, and ful-
fering Evil, {cattering Bleflings, and enduring In-
juries wherever he came 5 and at [aft, fhould have
yielded up his Life in unfpeakable Anguith and
Torment, to be a Propitiation for our Sins, Thefe
are Matters which ought never to be fpoken or
heard, without lofing ourfelves, as it were, Ina
Rapture of Admiration, Gratitude, and Love.
% O the Breadth, Length, Depth, and Heighth of
¢ that Love which paffeth all Knowledge ;” which
made Gop aflume our Nature, that we might be-
come Partakers of his! It is true, that all our
blefled Saviour hath done and fuffered, proveth in-
effectual to the greateft Part of Mankind ; but fure
they have themfelves to blame: Gop . hath both

¢ {2id and fworn, that he hath no Pleafure in the
¢ Death
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« Death of Sinners, but would have them rather

« repent and live 3> and indeed, his Way of. deal-

ing with them, doth fufficiently declare the fame:
With what long-fuffering Patience doth he wait
for their Repentance, what Pains doth he take to
reclaim them ! -

It is an aftonifhing Thing to confider, what In-
dignities and Affronts are every Day done unto
that infinite Majefty by finful Duft and Afhes, and
that he doth not avenge himfelf by their total Over-
throw ; that they fhould violate his Laws, and de
pife ‘his Threatnings, and defy him, as it were,
unto his very Face; and yet he fhould pity and
fpare them, and wait to be gracious unto them.
Vere the Government of the World committed

to the meekeft Perfon on the Face of the Earth,

he would never:endure the Qutrages which are
conmitted againft Heaven, but would prefently

lie all his Patience, and turn the whole Frame

ito Ruin: But Gop is Love: ¢« His ‘Thoughts

|
|
|
|
|

%and Ways are not like thofe of Men: But as

® the Heavens are higher than the Earth, fo a‘e
“his Thoughts and Ways ‘higher than ours.”
And when the obftinate Wickednefs of finful Crez-

‘tures doth, as it were, force and extort Punifj-

ments from his Hands, what ReluCtancy, what
Unwillingnefs doth he exprefs to this Work? This
ltrange and unnatural Work, as he himfelf feems
o term it. “ How fhall I give thee up, O E-
“phraim? How fhall I give thee up I O that my
" People had hearkened unto me: "T'hat Ifyael had
“known my Ways! O Jervfalem! O Jerufa-
“lem I &e. '

Again, as Gop waiteth patiently for our Refor-
mation, fo he doth make ufe of many Methods and
Hleans to bring us into it. He hatly publifhed the

Gofpel
¢ .
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Gofpel through the World, and' brought down the
Knowledge of it to our Days, ‘in fpite-of all-the |
. Oppofition of Devils and Men ;. he-hath eftablif. |
ed 2 Church, "and appointed a whole Order of]
Men, whofe peculiar Calling-and Buhnefs in- the |
World is to take Care of Peoples’. Souls;, to inftryd §
them in the Way to Heaven, and as. « ambaffadors |
“-in CuRIST’s Stead to befeech -them: to-be re.§
“ conciled unto Gop.”> Thefe- are” fome of his
eommon Mercies ; but who can: exprefs that Fa-|
vour and Love which he fheweth to his own, tof
thofe biefled Perfons whom he chufeth, and caufeth}
to approach unto himfelf; when he. refcueth. them
from the Vanity of their Converfation, and. thatg
« Pollution which is in the World through Luit;]
when he ~ouldeth their Souls unto a. Conformity]
with himfelf, and ftampeth. his blefled. Image upo
them; when he vifiteth them with:his holy Spi-}
rit, and filleth their Hearts with: thofe hidden. Plea.
fures, which none can underftand. but tiofe tha;
feel them: ¢ A Stranger intermeddleth: not with
¢ their Joy.” And vet even: thele are but the]
‘Earneft of that great Felicity for which. e hathy
defioned us; ¢ thofe Joys that are at his Right
¢ hand,. thofe-Pleafures that endure for evermort:;
<. Eye hath not feen, nor Ear heard, nor canit
« cpnter into the Heart of Man- to-conceive what

« Gonp hath prepared.for thofe that love him: And
¢ it doth. not yet-appear what we thall be.” Me
while,. thofe {mall and. imperfect Difcoveries which
are made to. us in the holy Scriptures of that in
conceivable Happinefs, are enough. to- overwheln
us with Admiration. and- Wonder. To. think th:
the blefled Day is coming, when we fhall be-loofe
from thefe dull and lumpifh Bodies,. thefe Sinks¢
Corruption, Difeafes and Pains,_ thefe Prifons an
7 Pungeon
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Pungeons of our heaven-born Souls,and being cloath
«f with Robes of Light and Glory, fhall get above
the Clouds, and all thefe Storms and Tempefts
which are here below; and be carried into thofe
blefled Regions of Calmnefs and Serenity, of Peace -
ad Joy, of Happinefs and Security; when we
fiall come ¢ unto the innumerable Company of

« Angels, and the general Affembly of the Church
« of the Firft-born, and to the Spirits of juft Men

« mide perfedt; and to JEsuUs the Mediator of the
« New Covenant,” there to behold the Glory of
Gop, and all the Splendor of the Court of Hea«
ven; to view and contemplate that infinite Power
which created the World, that unfearchable Wi{-
dom which ordereth all Things, that unfpeakable
Goodnefs which exerteth both; nay, (z) « {o to
 fee Gop as to become like unto him.  (2) And -
“ beholding with open Face the Glory of the.
“ LorD, to be changed into the fame Image from
¢ Glory to Glory.” "To recetve the continual Il-
~ lapfes of the divine Goodnefs, and the conftant Ex-
preflions of his Favour and Love; ‘and to have our
~ ownSouls melted and diffolved into the Flames of re-
ciprocal Aftection, and that Fire fed and nourifhed
by uninterrupted Enjoyments; ina Word, to be
continually tranfported into Extafies and Raptures,
and {wallowed up in the Embraces of eternal Sweet-
- nefs, and to be loft as it were in the Source and
Fountain of Happinefs and Blifs! ¢ Lorp, (x}
“ what is Man that thou takeft Knowledge of him ?
“or the Son of Man, that thou makeft fuch
% Account of him? (y) What is Man, that thou
“fhouldft thus magnify him? And that thou

() x John iii. 2. () 2 Cor. iv. 18.
(%) Pl cxliv, 3. (y) Job viis 37

¢¢ fhouldft
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<« fhouldft fet thine Heart fo much upon him? @
¢ that Men would therefore praife the Lorp fo}
“ his Goodnefs, and for his wonderful Works t
« the Children of Men! O give Thanks unto the
¢ Lorp, for he is good, for his Mercy enduretig
“ for ever. Blefled be the Name of the Lorg
€ from this Time forthy and for evermore. |

Amen,

[ - e



