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A DEFENCE OF THE USE OF THE BIBLE A3 A SCHOOL
BOOK. ADDRESSED TO THE Rev. JEREMY BErkxaP,
OF BOSTON.

Dear Sir, Al
T is' now feveral months, fince I promifed to
give you my reafons for preferring the bible
as a {chool book, to all other compofitions. I'fhall
not trouble you with an apology for’ my delaying fo
long to comply with my prémifc, but fhall proceed im-
mediafely to the fubject of my letter.

“Z="Before I ftate ' my arguments in favour of teach-
ing children to read by means of the bible, I fhall
affume the five following propofitions.:

I. That chriftianity is the only true and perfect
religion, and that in proportion as mankind adopt its
principles, and obey its precepts, they will be wife, and
happy.

II. That a better knowledge of this religion is to
be acquired by reading the bible, than 1in any other

wayr

I That the bible contains more knowledge necef-
{ary to man in his prefent ftate, ﬂnn any other bonk
in the werld. o



94 PEFENCE OF THE USE OF THE

IV. That knowledge is moft durable, and religious
inftruction moft ufeful, when impartcd in early life,

V. ‘That the bible, when not read in fchools, 1s
feldom read in any fubfequent period of life.

My arguments in favor of the ufe of the bible as a
{chool book are founded, I. In the conftitution of the
human mind.

1. The memory is the firflt faculty which opens in
the minds of children. Of how much wnﬁ.ciucncc,
then, maflt it be, to imprefs it with the great truths of
chnﬂ:lamty, before it is pre-occupied with lefs intereft-
ing fubjc&s' As all the liquors, which "are poured
into a cup, gencerally tafte of that which firft filled it,
{o all the knowledge, which is added to that which is
treafured ‘up in the memory from the bible, generally
receives an agreeable and ufeful tin€ure from 1.

2. There isa peculiar aptitude in the minds of chil-
dren for religious knowledge. I have conftantly found
themin the firft fix or feven years of their lives, more
inquifitive upon . religious fubjects, than upon any
others: and an ingenious inftructor of youth has
informed me, that he has found young children more
capable of rcceiving jufl ideas upon the moft difficult
tencts of religion, than upon the moft fimple branches
of human knowledge. It wouid be ftrange if it were
otherwife; for ng' creates all his means to fuit all his
ends,  There muft of c;)urfc_bc a fitnefs bem{*e‘éﬁ the

v
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human mind, and the truths which are eflfential ¢o 1ts
happinefs.

3. The influence of prejudice is derived from the im-
prcﬂioﬁs, which are made upon the mindin carly hife 3
prejudices are of two kinds, true and falfe. In a world
where falfe prejudices do fo much mifchief, it would
difcover great weaknefs not to oppofe them, by fuch as

are Irue.

I grant that many men have rejected the prejudices
derived from the bible : but I believe no man ever did
fo, without having been made awifer or better, by the
early operation of thefe prejudices, upon his mind.
Every juft principle that.is to be found in the wntings
of Voltaire, is borrowed from the Bible : and the mo-
rality of the Deifts, which has been fo much admired
and praifed, is, I believe, in moft cafes, the cffect of
habits, produced by early inftruction in the principles
of chriftianity. |

4. We are {ubject, by a general law in our natures,
to what is called habit. Now if the ftudy of the ferip-
tures be ncccﬂ'arf ta’ our happinefs at any time of our
lives, the fooner we begin to read them, the more we
fhall be attached to them ; for it is peculiar to all the
acts of habit, to become eafy, ftrong and agreeable by
rcpetition.

¢. It is a Jaw in our natures, that we remember
longeft the knowledge we acquire by the greateft numbes
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of our fenfes. Now a knowledge of the contents of
the bible, 1s acquired in {chool by the aid of the eyes
and the earsy for children after getting their !;:ﬁ'ons,
al#ays {ay them to their malters in an audible voice ;
of courfe there is a prefumption, that this knowledge
will be retained much longer than if it had been acquir-

ed in any other way.

6. The interefting events and charalters, recorded
~and defcribed in the Old and New Teftaments, are
aé;ph‘lodatcd above all others to feize upon all the
faculties of the minds of children. ‘The underftand-
ing,: | the memory, the imagination, the paffions, and
the moral powers, are all occafionally addrefled by the
‘various incidents which are contained in thofe divine
books, infomuch that not to be delighted with them,
s to be devoid of every principle of pleafure that exifts

\?A{ found mind.

7. There is a native love of #ruth in the human
mind. Lord Shaftefbury fays, that ¢ truth is fo con-
L gﬂqial to our min'ds, that we love even the fhadsw
¢« of it:" and Horace, in his rules for compofing an
epick poem, eftablifhes the {ame law in our natures,
by advifing the « fictions in poetry to refemble truth.”
Now the bible contains more truths than any other
book in the world: fo true is the teftimony that it
bears of God in his works of greation, providence, and
redemption, that it is called ¢ruth itfelf, by way of pre-
¢minence above things that are only fimply true.  How
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forcibly are we ftruck with the evidences of truth, in
the hiftory of the Jews, above what we difcover in the
hiftory of other nations? Where do we find a hero,
or an hiftorian record his own faults or vices except in
the Old Tefltament? Indeed, my friend, fiom fome
accounis which I have read of the American revolution, -
I begiu to grow fceptical to all hiftory except to that |

which is contained in the bible. Now if this book be
known to contain nothing but what is matenally true,
the mind will naturally aequire a lovc for it from this
circumftance : and from this affeétion for the truths of
of the bible, it will acquire a difcernment of truth in
other books, and a preference of it in all the tranfactions

of life. i

VIII. There is a wonderful property in the memory,
which enables it in old age, to recover the knowledge
it had acquired in early life, after it had been appa-
rently forgotten for forty or fifty years. Of how much
confequence, then, mufit it be, to fill the mind with
that fpecies of knowledge, in childhaod and youth,
which, when recalled in the decline of life, will fuppart
the fou! under the infirmities of age, and {mooth the
avenues of approaching death ? The bible is the only
book which is capable of affording this fupport to old
age 3 and 1t 1s for this reafon that we find 1t reforted
to with fo much diligence and pleafure by fuch old
people as have read it in early life. I can recollect
many inftances of this kind in perfons who difcovered

O
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no attachment to the bible, in the meridian of their
lives, who have notwithftanding, {pent the cvening of
them, in reading no other book. The late Sir John
Pringle, Phyfician to the Quecen of Great Bnitain,
after paifing a long life in camps and at court, clofed
it by ftudying the feriptures.  So anxious was he to
increafe his knowledge in them, that he wrote to Dr.
Michaclis, a learned profefler of divinity in Germany,
for an explanation of a difficult text of feripture, a
fhort time before his death. *

I1X. My fecond argument in favour of the ufe of the
bible in fchools, is founded upon an implied command
of God, and upon the pralicc of {everal of the wifelt
nations of the world.—In the 6th chapter of Deu-
teronomy, we find the foilowing words, which are
directly to my purpofe, ¢ And thou “fhalt love the
« Lord thy God, with all thy heart and with all thy
« foul, and with all thy might. And thefc words
¢« which I command thee this day fhall be in thine
-« heart. And thou fbalt teach them diligently unto thy
¢ children, and fhalt talk of them when thoyu fitteft in
¢ thine houfe, and when thou walkeft by the way,
¢« and when thou lieft down, and when thou nfeft

'] up_" {/

It appears, morcover, from the hiftory of the Jews,
that they Rourifhed as a nation, in proportion as they
honoured and read the books of Mofes, which contain-
ed, a written revelation of the will of God, to the chil-
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dren of men. The law was not only neglected, but loft
during the general profligacy of manners which accom-
panied the long and wicked reign of Manafiah. But the
difcovery of it, in the rubbifh of the temple, by Jofiah,
and its fubfequent gencral ufe, were followed by are-
turn of national virtuc and profperity. W read
further, of the wonderful effects which the reading
of the law by Ezra, aftcr lus return from his captiviy
in Babylon, had upon the Jews. They hung upon his
lips with tears, and fhowed the fincerity of their re-

pentance, by their general reformation.

The learning of the Jews, for many ycars confifted
in nothing but a knowledge of the fcriptures.  Thefe
werc the text books of all the. inftrution that was
given in the fchools of their prophets. It was by
means of this general knowledge of their law, that
thofe Jews that wandcred from Judea into our coun.
tries, carricd with them and propagated certam ideas of
the true God among all the civilized nations upon the
face of the earth. And it was from the attachment
they retained to the old Teftament, that they procured
a tranflation of it into the Greek language,-after they
loft the Hebrew tonguc, by their long abfence from
their native country. ‘The utility of this tranflation,
com:monly called the feptuagint, 1in facilitating the pro-
grefs of the gofpel, 1s well known to all who are ac-
quaintcd with the hiftory of the firft age of the chriftian
church.
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But the benefits of an early and general acquaintance
with the bible, were not confined only to the Jewifh
nations. They have appeared in many countries in
Europe, fince the reformation. The induftry, and
habits of order, which diftinguith many of the German
nations, are derived from their early inftruction in the
principles of chriftianity, by means of the bible. The
moral and enlightened charadter of the inhabitants of
Scotland, and of the New England States, appears to be
derived from the fame caufe. If we defcend from
nations to {ects, we thall find them wife and profperous
in proportion as they become early acquainted with the
{criptuces. The bible is ftill ufed as a fchool book
among the quakers. The morality of this fe&t of
chriftians 1s univerfally acknowledged. Nor is this all,
—their prudence in the management of their private
affairs, is as much a mark of their fociety, as their fober

manncrs.,

“ T wifh to be excufed for repeating here, that if the
bible did not convey a fingle diretion for the attain-
ment of tuture happinefs, it fhould be read in our fchools
in preference to all other books, from its containing the
greateft portion of that kind of knowledge which is cal-
culated to produce private and publick temporal hap-

pinefs.
1

e
We err not only in human affairs, but in religion

l_ik'cw:ifc, only becaufe ¢ we do not know the feriptures.”
The oppofite fyltems of the numerous fects of chriftians
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arife chiefly from their being more inftruted in cate-
chifms, creeds, and conieflions of faith, than in the
fcriptures. Immenfc truths, I belicve, are concealed 1a
them. The time, I have no doubt, will come, when
pofterity will view and pity our ignorance of thefe
¢cruths, as much as we do the ignorance of the dilcipies

of our Saviour, who knew nothing of the meaning of -

thofe plain paffages in the old teftament which were
daily fulfilling before their eyes. Whenever that time
fhall arrive, thofe truths which have elcaped our notice,
or, if difcovered, nave been thought to be oppofed to each
other, or to be inconfiftent with themfclves, will then
like the ftones of Solomon’s temple, be found fo exaltly
to accord with each other, that they fhall be cement-
ed without noife or force, into onc fimple and fublime
{yftem of rcligion.'

But further, we err, not only in religion but in phi-
lofophy likewife, becaufe we ¢ do riot know or defieve

b}

¢ the fcriptures.” The fciences have been compared
to a circle of which religion compofes a part. To under-
ftai:d any one of them perfectly it is neccflary to have
fome knowledge of them all. Bacoun, Boyle, anci Newton
included the fcriptures in the i mguugg___to which their
univerfal geniufes difpofed them, and their philofophy
was aided by their knowladge in them. A. {triking agree-

ment has been lately difcovered between the hiftory
of certain events recorded in the bible and fome of the
operations and produ&ions of nature, particularly thofe

which are related in Whitchurfl’s obfervations on the |
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deluge— in Smith’s account of the origin of the variety
of colour in the human fpecies, and in Bruce’s travels,
It remains yet to be fhown how many other events,
related in the bible, accord with fome late important
difcoverics in the principles of medecine. The events,
and the principles alluded to, mutually eftablith the
truth of each other. From the difcoveries of the
chriftian philofophers, whofe names have been laﬂ:J
mentioned, I have been led to queftion whether moft
harm has been done to revelation, by thofe divines who
have unduly multiplied the objects of faith, or by
thofe deifts who have unduly multiplied the objecls of

rcafon, in explaining the {criptures.

I thall now proceed to anfwer fome of the objec-
tions which have been made to the ufe of the bible

as a {chool book.

I. We are told, that the familiar ufe of the bible in
our {chools, has a tendency to leffen a due reverence
for it. This objetion, by proving too much, proves
nothing at all.  If fanuliarity leflens refpect for divine
things, then all thofe precepts of our religion, which
enjoin the daily or weekly worfhip of the Deity, are
improper. The bible was not intended to reprefent a
Jewifh ark; and it is an antichriftian idea, to {uppofe
that 1t can be profaned, by being carried into a fchool
houfe, or by being handled by children.  But where

“will the bible be read by young people with - more
~ reverence thanin a {chool?! Not in moft. private
{amilies 3 for I believe there are-few parents, who pre-

e 7

$
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ferve fo much order in their houfes, as is kept up in
our common Lnglith {chools.

1I. We are told, that there are many paflages in
the old teftament, that are improper to be read by
children, and that the greateft part of it is no way in-
tercfting to mankind under the prefent difpenfation
of the gofpel.  There are I grant, feveral chapters,
and many verfes in the old teftament; which in their
pre{ent unfortunate tranflation, fhould be pafied over
by children. 'But I deny that any of the books of tha
old teltament are not interefting to marikind, under
the gofpel difpenfation.  Moft of the charadters,
cvents, and ceremonies, mentioned in them, are perfo-
nal, providential, or inftituted types of the Mefliah : All
of which have been, or remain yet to be, fulfilled by
him: It is from an ignorance or negle& of thefe types,
that we have fo many dcifts in chriftendom ; for fo
irrefragably do they prove the truth of chriftianity,
that I am fure a young man who had been regularly
inftructed in their meaning, could never doubt after-
wards of the truth of any‘of its principles. If any ob.
fcurity appears in thefe principles, it is only (to ufe
the words of the poet) becaufe they are darky avith ex-
ceffrve bright.

I know there is an objeion among many Pco-
ple to teach children doltrines of any kind, becaufc
they are liable to be controverted. But where will

this objection lead us?— The being of 2 Gad,
and the obligations of morality, have both becw
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controverted ; and yet who has objefted to our teach-
ing thefe doltrines to cur chilldren ? ~

The curiofity and capacities of young people for the
myfteries of rc¢ligion, awaken muych fooner than is
, generally fuppofed.  Of this we have two remarkable
proofsin the old teftament. The firft is mentioned
in the twelfth chapter of Exodus. « And it fhall come
when your children fhall fay unto you, < What mean
you by this fervice 2 that ye fhall {ay, <« It is the facra-
¢ fice of the Lord’s paffover, who pafled over the houfes
¢ of the children of Ifracl in Egypt, when he fmote the
¢ Egyptians, and dclivered ourhoufes. And the chil-
¢¢ dren of Ifrael went away, and did as the Lord had
¢ commanded Mofes and Aaron.” A fecond proof of
the delire of children to be inftruted in the myfteries of
religion, is to be found in the fixth chapter of Deuter-
cnomy. ‘“ And when thy fon g/keth thee in the time to
come faying, ¢ What mean the teftimonies~—and the
¢ {tatutes—and the judgments which the Lord our God
¢ hath commanded you?” Then thou fhalt fay unto
thy fon, ¢ We were Pharoah’s bondmen in Egypt, and
¢ the Lord our God brought us out of Egypt with a
« mighty hand.” Thefe enquiries from the mouths
, of children are perfectly natural; for where is the
__ parent who has not had fimilar queftions propofed to
" him mis children upon their being being firft conduét-
ed to a plac* of worthip, or upon their bcholdmg, for
the, figlt time, cither of the facraments of our religion ?
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Let us not not be wifer than our Maker. If moral
precepts alone could have reformed mankind, the mif-
fion of the Son of God into our world, would have
been unneceflary.  He came to. promulgate a fyltem
of dof2rines, as well ag a fyftem of morals. 'The pcrfc&
morality of the gofpel refts upon a dofrine, Wthh
though often controverted, has never been - refuted, 1
mezan the vicarious hife andxdeath of the Sonof God.
This fublime and ineffable doftrine delivers us from
the abfurd hypothefes of modern philofophers, cone
cerning the foundation of moral obligation, and fixes
it upon the eternal and fzlf moving principle of LovE.
[t concentrates a whole fyftem of ethics in a fingle
text of fcripture. ¢ A new commandment 1 give unto
yoty that ye lyve one another, even as I have bved yo1.”
By witholding the knowledge of this doctrine from
children, we deprive ourfelves of the beit means of
awakening moral fenfibility in their minds., We do
mere, we furnifh an argument, for witholding from
them a knowledge of the morality of the gofpel like-
wife; for this, in many inftances, is as fupernatural,
and therefore as liable to be controverted, as any of
the doétrines or miracles which are mentioned in the
new teftament. The miraculous conception of the
{faviour of the world b'y a virgin, 18 not more oppofed
to the ordinary courfe of natural events, nor is the
doltrine of the atonement more above human reafon,
than thofe moral precepts, which co:nmand us to love
our encmies, or to die for our fricnds.

p
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II1. It has been faid, that the divifion of the bible

into chapters and verfes, renders it more difficult to
he read, by children than many other books.

Bya little care in a mafter, this difhculty may be ob-
Ejatﬁd, aqd cven an advantage derived from 1t. It
may ferve to transfer the attention of the {cholar to the

fenfe of a fubje€t; and no perfon will ever read wcﬂé‘;}

who is guided by any thing elfe, in his {tops, em-
phafis, or accents. The divifion of the bible into’
chapters and verfes, is not a greater obftacle to 1ts be-
ing read with eafe, than the bad pun&tuation of moft
other books. I deliver this {tri€ture upon other books,
from the authority of Mr. Rice, the celebrated author
- of the art of fpeaking, whom I heard declare in a large
- company in London, that he had never feen a book
properly pointed in the Englifh Language. He exems-
plified, notwithftanding, by reading to the fame com-
pany a paflage from Milton, his perfect knowledge of

the art of reading.

4
-

_f@ome pe;Jp]c, I know, have propofed to introduce
extralls from the bible, into our fchools, initead of the
bible itfelf. Many excellent works of this kind, arc
in print, but if we admit any onc of them, we fhall
have the fame inundation of them that we have had
of grammars, fpelling books, and leffons for children,
many of which are publifhed for the benefit of the
authorslon'l;r, and all of them have tended greatly to mn-
creafe the expence of education. Befides, thefe cxtraéts
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or abridgements of the bible, often contain the tenets of
particular fects or perfons, and therefore, may be im-
proper for ichools compofed of the children of differ-
ent fe&ts of chriftians. The bible is a cheap book,
and is to be had in cvery bookftore. It 1s, morcover,
eftcemed and prefered by all feéts ; becaufe each finds
its peeuliar dotrines in it. It fhould thercfore be
ufed in preference to any abridgements of it, or hifto-
ries extracted from it.

T have heard it propofed that a portion of the
bible thould be read every day by the mafler, as a means
of inftructing children in it : But this is a poor fubftitute
for obliging children to read it as a fchool book ; for by
this means we infenfibly engrave, as it were, its con-
tents upon their minds : and it has been remarked that
children, inftructed in this way in the {criptures, fel-
dom forget any part of them. "They have the {fame
advantagce over thofe perfons,who have only heard the
fcriptures rcad by a mafter, that a man who has work-
ed with the tools of a2 mechanical employment for feve-
ral years, has over the man who has only ftood a few
hours in a work fhop. and feen the fame bufinefs carri-
ed on by other people.

In this defence of the ufe of the bible as a {chool
book, I beg you would not think that I fuppofc the Bi-
ble to contain the only revelation which God has made

to man. Ibelieve inan internal revelation, or a moral
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principle, which God has implanited in the heart of
every man, as the precurior of lus final dominien over
the whele human race.  How much this internal reve-
lation accords with the external, remains yet to be ex-
plored by philofophers. Iam difpofcd to beli¢ve; that
moft of the doétrines of chriftianity revealed in the bi-
ble might be difcovered by a clofe cxamination of all the
principles of aCtion in man: But who is cqual to fuch
an enquiry ¢ It certainly does not {uit the natural in-
dolence, or laborious employments of a great majority
of mankind. The internal revelation of the gofpel
may be compared to the ftraight linc which is mude
through a wildernefs by the afliftance of a compafs, to
a diftant country, which few arc able to difcover,
while the bible refeinbles a public road to the fame
country, which is wide, plain, and cafily found.
¢« And a highway fhall be there, and it fhall be called
the 'Pvay of holinefs. "T'he way faring men, though

fools, fhall not crr therein.”

Neither let me in this place exclude the Revelation
which God has made of himfelf to man in the works
of creation.’ I am far from wifhing to lcflen the in-

fluence of this fpecies of Revelation upon mankind.

But the knowledge ¢f God obtained from this fource,
is obfeure and fecble in its operation, compared with that
which is derived from the bible.  The vifible creation
{fpeaksof the Deity in hyc;oglyphics, while the bible def-
cribes all hig attributes and perfeCions in {uch plain,
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and famthar language that ¢ he wao runs may

¢« read.” )

How kindly has our maker dealt with his creatures,
in providing three different cords to draw them to
himfzlf ! Rut how weakly do fome men a&, who
fufpend their faith, and hopcs upon only one of them !
B)} laying hold of them all, they would approach
more {peedily and certainly to the centre of all hap-
piuefs.

To the arguments I have mentioned in favour of
the ufe of the bible as 2 fchool book, I fhall add a fcw

reflections.

N
The prefent fathionable prallice of rejeCting the

bible from our {chools, I fufpect has originafed with
the dcitts. ‘They difcover great ingenuity in this new
mode of attacking chriftianity. If they proceed in it,
they will do more in half a century, in extirpating our
religion, than Bolingbroke or Voltaire could have cf-
fected in a thoufand years. I am not writing to this
- clafs of people. I défpair of changing the opinions of
any of them. I wifh only to alter the opinions and con-
duct of thoft lukewarm, or fuperftitious chriftians,
who have been mifled by the duifts upon this fubjeét.
On the ground of the good old cuftom, of ufing the
bible as a fchool book, it becomes us to entrench our
religion. It is the laft bulwark the deifts have left 1t

for they have rendered inflrullion in the principles

&
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of chriftianity by the pulpit and the prefs,{o unfathiona-
ble, that little good for many years feems to have been
done by either of them.

The effects of the difufe of the bible, as a fchool book
have appeared of late in the negleét and even contempt
with which {cripture names are treated by many pco-
ple. © It is becauf= parents have not been carly taught
to know or refpeft the charalters and exploits of the
old and new teftament worthies, that their names are
exchanged for thofe of the modern kings of Europe, or
of the principal characters in novels and romances. I
conceive there may be fome advantage in bearing fcrip-
ture names. It may lead the perfons who bear them,
to ftudy that part of the {criptures,in which their names
are mentioned, with uncommon attention, and perhaps
it may excite a defire in themto poffefs the talents or vir-
tues of their ancient namefakes. This remark firft occur-
red to me, upon hcaring a pious woman whofetname was
‘Mary, fay, that the firft paflages of the bible, which
made a ferious impreflion on her mind, were thofe in-
terefting chapters and verfes in which the rame of
Mary is mentioned in the New Teftament.

It 15 a fingular falt, that while the names of the
kings and emperors of Rome, are now given chiefly to
horfes and degs, fcripture names have hitherto been con-
fined only to the human fpecies.  Let the enemies and
contemners of thofe names take cuare, left the names of
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more modern kings ‘be given hereafter only to the fame -
animals, and lelt the names of the modern heroines of
romances be given to animals of an inferior fpecies.

It 1s with great pleafure, that I have oblerved the bi-
ble to be the only book read in the Sunday {chools in
England. . We have adopted the fame praice in the
Sunday {chools, lately eftablithed in this city. This
will give our religion (humanly fpeaking) the chance
of a longer life in our country. 'We hear rhuch of the
parions educated in free fchools in England, turning
out well in the various walks of life. I have enquired
mto the caufe of it, and have fatisfied myfelf, that it is
wholly to be afcribed to the general ufe of the bible in
thofe fchools, for it {eems the children of poor people
arc of too little confequence to be guarded from the
{uppofed cvils of reading the fcriptures in early life, or
in an unconfecrated fchool houfe.

Iowever great the benefits of reading the {criptures
in {chools have been, I cannot help remarking, that
thefc benefits might be much greater, did fchoolmafters
take more pains to explain them to their {cholars. Did
thcy demonitrate the divine original of the bible from
the purity, confiftency, and benevolence of its doctrines
and precepts—did they explain the meaning of the
levitical inftitutions, and fhow their application to the
numerous and {ucellive gofpel difpenfations—did they
inform their pupils that the grofs and abominable vices
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of the Jews were vecorded only as proofs of the depravi-
'ty of human nature, and of the infufficiency of the law,
to produce moral virtue and thercby to eftabiith the
neceflity and perfection of the gofpel fyftem —and above
all, did they often enrorce the difcourfes of our Saviour,
as the beft rule of iife, and the fureft guide to hap-
pinefs, how great would be the influence of our fchools
upon the ordér and profperity of our country ! Such
a mode of inftructing children n the chriftian rcligion,
would convey knowledge into their underflandings, and
would therefore be preferable to teaching them crecds,
and catechifms, which too often convey, not know-
ledge, but awords only, into their memories. I think I
am r:ot too fanguine in believing, that education, con-
dulted in this manner, would, in the courfe of two
generations, eradieate, infidelity from among us, and
render civil government fcarcely neceflary in our coun-
try.

EE contemplating the political inflitutions of the
United States, I lament, that v» waftr fo much time
and money in punifliing cri:nes, and take fo little pains
to prevent them. We profefs to be republicans, and
yet we neglect the only means of cftablifhing and per-
petuating our republican forms of government, that is,
the univerfal educr*cin of our youth in the principles
of chriftianity, ).y incans of the bible; for this divine
book, above all othérs, favours that equality among

mankiad, that refpect for juft laws, and all thofe fober

L.
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and frugal virtues, which conftitute the foul of repub-
licanifm;j

I have now only to apologize for havging addrefled
this letter to you, after having been aflured by you,
that your optmon, refpeéting the ufe of the bible as a
fchool book, coincided with mine. My excufe for
what I have done is, that I knew you were qualified
by your knowlcdge, and difpofed by your zeal in the
caufe of truth, to corret all the errors you would dif-
cnver in my letter.  Perhaps a further apology may
he neceffary for my having prefumed to write upon
a fubject fo much above my ordinary ftudies. My
excufe for it is, that I thought a fingle mite from
a member of a profeflion, which has been frequently
charged with {cepticifm in religion, might attract the
notice of perfons who had often overlooked the more
ample contributions upon this fubje&t, of gentlemen
of other,profeflions. With great refpe&t, I am, dear fir,

your fincere friend.

~ BENJAMIN RUSH
Philadelphiay, March 10, 1791. '



AN ADDRESS TO THE MINISTERS OF THE GOSPFEL OF
EVERY DENOMINATION IN THE UNITED STATES,
UPON SUBJECTS INTERESTING TO MORALS.

ROM the nature of your purfuits, and from

your ifflucnce in fociety, I am cncouraged
to addrefs you upon fubjelts of the utmoft impor-
tance to the prefent and future happinefs of your fel-
low-citizens, as well as to the profperity of the United
States.

Under the great diverfity of opinions, you entertain
in religion,. you are all united in inculcating the ne-
ceflity of morals. In this bufinefs you are neither
catholics nor proteftants—churchmen nor diffenters.
One fpirit aGuates you all. From the fuccefs, or
failure, of your excrtions in the caufe of virtue, we
anticipate the freedom or flavery of our country. Even
the new government of the united ftates, from which
fo many advantages arc expeflzed, will neither reftore
order, nor eftablith juftice among us, unlefs it be ac-
companied and fupported by morality, among all clafies
of people. Imprefled.with a fenfe of the truth of
thefe obfervations, I fhall briefly point out a few of
thofe practices, which preyail in America, which ex-



