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2 TimoTHY iil, 13§,

The Holy Sr,"rfpmmlare able to make theé wife unte
[falvation, through faith, which is in Chrift Fefus,

IF ever there were a publick charity, to the
fupport of which perfuafion was unneceffary,
this, which I have the honour to propofe to you
to-day, in the hame of the BIBLE-S0CIETY, IS
one. It commeids itfelf to every man’s confiience in
the fight of God. My defign, therefore, is'more
to confirm {uch as do fupport this benevolent -
inftitution, than to convert thole who de-noft.
If, indeed, we were infidels, and denied the
truth of the propofition contained in the text;
or if we were immoral perfons, infenfible of the
worth of virtue, and its companion, felicity ; if
we were unanimated with the manly paffion of
diffufing happinefs among all our fpecies by
means of virtue, and of producing virtue by
communicating knowledge ; then f[hould we re-
main dead to all the holy emotions infpired by
the texo : but as we believe what our apoftle
affirms for truth, believe it as he, who affirmed

| 1,



{47
it, S G Tah, Tike Bis, muft work by fovee
to ali mankind., Let us hear him.

Tie holy [eriptures are able to siake thee wifz unto-
falvatien, through faith wbhich is in Chrif Fefus.
By the haly feriptures the apoftle means, as he in-
forms usin the next verfe, all writings given by
infpiraticss of God. In thefe, the 'a‘pa&l'e-fuggé&s
1n the text, agrecabiy to his exprefs declarations-
in many other paflages, 7%fus Chriff is the chief
fubject, and makes tne principal- figure, every:
where projeiing to meet the eye of the reader.
iviofes writes of him; of him bear all the pro--
phets witnefs; and with evangeh{’cs and apof’tles
heisallinall,. T he holy fcrlptures, w’mch thus-
hold forth to publick view the Lord Jefus Chrift,.
are able to make men wife, thatis, to teach them.
to judge rightly of God, a wildom which is-
wnto  falvation, for it begins by favmg us
ifom error, vice, and mifery, and it ends. in-
the falvation, that is, the refurrefhon of the-
body, and the perfection of the foul. Thefe be--
néfits; the apoftle adds, are communicated to us:
shrough faith, in other words, the holy feriptures.
exhibit a prophet, whofe dofrine muft be un--
derftood, 2 prieft, whofe merit muft be trufted,
< prince, wiofe laws muft bs obeyed ; or, in-
words yet more plain, ignorant and vicious-

men become wife, and good,. and. happy, by

reading,.
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i‘éadmﬂ', hearing, examining, underftanding;

and believing the truths taught in the holy ferip~
kures.

- If we thus enter into the fentiments of the in<
fpired writer of our text, we fhall be confirmed
in the pious refolution of continuing to fuppors
this inftitution, a charity extralled from the very
foirit of the test, The obje@s of your benevo-
lence are the lower orders of military men, the
foldiers in the army, and the failors in the navy;
a brave, I wifh I could add a pious fet of men
for fkill and courage the glory, but for profli-
gacy the fhame of Britain, This ufeful order of
men, However, deferve refpe, and you have
wifely expreffed your efteem for them by pre-
fenting them with the Br8LE, for all the qualities
of good military men are inculcated there; and
there they are fo inculcated as to render addi-
tional inftruion not abrolutely neceffary to fal-
vation, fo- that your fociety do honour to theif
own underftandings by prefenting the bible onvy,
for the holy [eripturés, THE HOLY SCRIPTURES
ALONZE,. are able to wmake us wife unto falvation,
through fazth fwkzck is in Chrift Fefus.

What the apoftle afﬁrms of the mfpxred
writings in general, that they make the good

man - perféﬁ and tharoughly furnifh him unto all
: gaod
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go;d works, may with the ftriGelt propriéty bé
applied to this particular clals of men. Let us,
firft, examine what are the neceffary qualities of
a military man, and let us inquire whether the
holy feriprures inculcate fuch difpofitions.

Ve begin with piety, or the worﬂlip of God. To
be pious is to entertain juft notions of God, to exer=
cife preper affettions towards him, and to perform
fuch publick actions as exprefs our dependence on
him, and our reverence for him. Even pagans
thought this {o neceflary, thatthey neitaer begun
nor ended a war withour publick facrifices expref:
Give of their attention to the {upreme power, that
governed the univerfe,, Men, who live among
fires and flames, ficges and batcles, ftorms and
tempelts, and fhipwrecks and infiruments of
death, how can fuch men difpenfe with the ob-

ioations of piety ? If all men ought to fear and
worfhip God for their own fakes, how much
more this clafs of men, who are expofed to more
deaths than_others, and who have fewer hopes
than others have . of the cool, deliberate mo-
ments of converfion in their laft agonies? A
principle of religion is neceffary, too, for our
fakes, for we arm and empower thefe men to
guard our lives, liberties, and properties, and
we are oaly fo far ~happy under their protection
as.they appear to poflels-fuch qualities as render

them
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them proper objells of our confidence, A man
who fears God may be trufted: but he, who
doth not fear him, {eldom pays a proper regard
to his fellow citizens, his conicignce 1s not bound
by the religion of an oath.

- Aware of the neceflity of piety, we prefent a
bible to military men, as the book, of all others
in the world, the beft conftruted to form in the
mind juft notions of God, andfo to excite pious
emotions in the heart, and to regulate the ace
tions of life. Here the firft caufe of all things
vifible and invifible difplays his true and real
chara&er, as the creator, the preferver, the re-
deemer, the judge of mankind, diffufing his per-
feCtions through all his works. In one doétrine
he is an object of fear, in another of love; in
ane event he' . difplays . his power, 1n another his
pity, in all his infinite tendernefs for the nobleft
of all his creat- res, man. So far hath God car-
ried his condefcenfion to us, that he hath given
u- his" own exprefs image in the perfon of Jefus
Chrift, God manifeft in the figfh, juflified in the
Jpirity feen of angels, preached unio the Gentiles,
believed on in the world, received up into glory.

That difplay of the charaler of God, which
the holy fcriptures exhibit in the perfon of .

Chrilt, moft powerfully impels men to piety.
| His
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Hlis advent was foretold by prophets, and pro-
phecy is 2 grand difplay of the omnifciepce of
God. His prefence was announced by miracles,
and miracles wrought on the winds and the
waves, the difeafed and the dead are noble exhi-
bitions of omnipotence. His dottrine is an ema-
nation of the pureft'and moft perfeét wifdom.,
His holy example exzhibits moral excellence in 2
manner impellent and irreGftible.  In one word,
God in Chrifi s God reconciling the world unio the
purity of his nature, and the perfeftion of his
government. As, then, piety becomes a military
man, becaufe Le 1 under all the obligatians
that bind other men, apd {ome others peculiar to
himfelf, fo the bible is calculated to excite-him to
difcharge thefe duties, by exhibiting to .him a
fupreme being, who places his glory in guarding
the liberties, and preferving the lives of man-

kind.

~ Secondly, we call magnanimity 2 military virtue,
and we aﬁrm, the bxble 1S calculated to infpire
men with it. Macrnammlty is elevation of foul,
a crreat and noble way of thmkm It is owing
to the poverty of langugfre, that we app]y the
terms great and little to the foul ; however, there
is a truth in the fa& of which we fpeak; for
whether it be owing to a particular conftrution
of the body, or to modes of education, or to
condie
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tonditions of life, or to any other catfe, cettain
it is, fome men have- diminutive ideas of every
thing, and others an enlarged fublime habit of
thinking. = ‘Gentlemen in a military line of life
have more opportudities than-others of obtaining
great and manly ideas, for they are familiar with
men and manners in wide extremes, with winds
and waves, and heighths and depths, and dan-~
gers and pleafures, of which inexperience has no
idea. They: are often in conditions, wuich re-
quire fudden and fingular exertions, aad fuch
eircumftances draw out the latent powers of the
foul. Itis not the acquifition-of an acre, it is
the protetion of a kisgdom ; it is mot the de-
cline of an individual, it is the fubverfion of an
empire 3 it is- not a journey of a day, it is a
voyage round the globe, that occupy the minds
of fuch men. A-mean, felfith foul, enflaved by
vulgar prejudices, and bound by fordid intereft
to onc patron, or one party, is not fit to inhabig
- the bedy of a Briton in arms; he could neither
enter into the views of his conflituents, nor dif-
charge the duties of his office, nor encounter the
difficulties of his condition. Such a man’s mind
fhould be the refidence of all thofe juft and ge-.
herous ideas, which make the univerfe happv,
and which go to make up the genuine Brmfh »

confututwn.
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“The holy fcriptures are admirably-adapted to
enlarce the minds of men, The hiftorical pare
carries them back to the moft remote antiquiry,
and the prophecies of the New Teftament fet them
a thinking of long periods yet to come. The
defirine of God gives them'an obje to contem-
plate infinite and unﬁarchable. The doltrine of
providence gives themr the whole univerle to
fludy, in wide extremes, from the properties of
angels to the inftinfls of reptiles, the whole 1n-
termedizie ‘paces occupied by various orders of
beings, hecvens covered with his glery, earth full of
his praife.  The dofrine of a future ftate of re-
wards and punilhments, the refurrettion of the
dead, the judgment of the world, the higheft
happinefs in heaven, the utmoft mifery in hell,

all thefe train up the difciples. of revelation in a
habit cf thinking truly fublime.

~ To men converfant with eterpity, how (hort
doth human life appear! To a mind furveyina-
the wcrld comparing being with bemg, and ra-
tionally oiving the {uperiority to mtelhgence
how nat ural s the exclamation, what /foall n‘
Prsyfr a rzq1 o gain the wholz wer Zd and Ifge lz;s
wr foull or what ﬂ:al[ a inair gwe m exdzange for
hs ﬁ:..Z &
As

LI |
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As the dorines of the holy fcriptures expand

and elevate the mind, as objelts of plea{'ure and
pain exhibited there excite noble emotions in the
heart, fo the duties of religion imply ncble ex-
ertions every way worthy of a great and good
man. ‘To rule cur own [pirits—to deny ourfilves
-—t0 cut off a right hand—to forgive our enemics
—-10 blefs them that curfe us——never to ferget to
do good and to communicate—to flee from
wrath 2o come—to lay hold en evernal life —to live,
yet not to live, but to have Lhrift live in us—
all thefe duties demand great exertions, and all
imply {uperior habits of thinking, in a word,
chriftian magnanimity.  If magnanimity be a
virtue, chriftian magnanimity 1s that virtue inits
moft reflned Ttate; and what is it in a mllltary
man but an imitation of that friend of mankind,
who expofed -his life to inconveniences and
hardfhips, and who expired in the prime of his
days on a crols for the puolick g00d ?

We call love of his country a third qualification
of a military man ; and if there be a country
which demands the warmeft affeftion of men
bearing armé,. it is this, of which we have the
happinefs to be natives, [ do not mean an at-
tachment to foil and fealons, nor a fondneis for
the language, the drefs, the cnftoms, the amufe=
mepts of our native fpors a high regard for all

B 2 thele
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thefe would be, perhaps, commendable, at leaft
excufable 1n usy nor do I intend a preference
to the learning, politenefs, and refinements of
our native diftri€t: but | mean love to that in
our country, which only renders a country de-
firable, A FREE CONSTITUTION.,

In countries where defpotifm debafes human
nature, the people are held in flavery by fear,
and on this principle the military is a diftindt
order, bred to the profeffion of arms. There a
ftanding army is neceffary to the {plendour, per-
haps to the being of a tyrant, who, divefted of
thisﬁengine of government, would become the
ridicule or the execration of mankind, In fuch
a ftate, the accomphfhment of a foldier is not
love of his country: but fervile fubmiffion to
fovereign caprice, |

In our free copftitution, the diret end of
which is civil liberty, our laws know no fuch
ftate as that of a perpetual ftanding foldier.
‘With us military men are feilow citizens, who
for a while, when the reprefentatives of the
people require it, take up arms to defend a
country both theirs and ours, The fafety and
happinefs of the whole ftate 1s the grand prin«
ciple, on which we allow force neceffary to 4 free
people ; and on this principle we employ mili-

tary



[ 18 ]
tary men, not to infpire us with fear, nor to re?
ftrain us from any lawful purfuit, nor even to
enforce our laws; but.to guard our liberties,
lives, and properties, from all invaders.

iy

Some have pretended to accufe the gofpel -of
our Lord Jefss Chrift for not inculcating pa-
triotifm: Benevolence; fay they, univerfal love,
citizenthip of the world, is the dorine of your
golpel 5 your gofpel therefore is not divine. We
grant, revealed relision does inculcate univer;f'al
love ; but if we be taught o love the whole,
we are neceflarly taught to love each compo!he'm':
part, and confequently we are taught to love
that part, which gave us birth. We allow, the
gofpel doth npot infpire us with enthufialm for
local circumftances ; it teacheth us to defpife the
magick of names, fo fatal to Greeks, Romans,
and Jews, and it bids us take him for & Few, who
is one inwaraly, whofe circumcifion is that of the
heart, in the [pirit, and not in the letter, whofe
praife is not of men, but of Gody 1t direéts us to
unite with all wife and good men for all the
focial purpofes, for which Jefus Chrilt came into
the world.  Chriftianity, we allow, is a religion;
and not a fyftem of civil government: bur this
veligion, deftrutive of all fin, ipends much of -
its force in eradicating thole finful principles,

| which
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which {upport defpotifm, and in cherifhing fuch

virtuous difpofitions as uphold a free conititu.
tion of civil government.

How eafy it would be to enlarge on this {ub-
jet! how eafv to place in publick view the dif-
pofitions of a tyrant and a flave, and the fpirit
of chriftianity. in dire¢t oppofition to both!
How eafy to jultify, on the principles of the
gofnel, all the noble exertions of the citizens of
free ftates for obtaining and perretuating civil
liberty ! Let it fudfice, 4t prefent, to obferve in
brief, that the whole of chri&ianity was not pro-
pofed in the form of a code of law, by ambaffa-
dors from heaven, to earthly princes, to be in.
corporated into fyftems of civil government
bur, on the contrary, It was in its miracles an
addrefs to the fenfes, and it continues to be in
its doctrines an appeal to the reafon of all man-
kind. In the former fuppofition religion would
have been enforced by authority, and fubmiffion
to orGers would have been inftead of faith and
obedience ; and this would have made chriftianity
cang;enial to arbitrary government. In the latter
cafe, which is ours, a Britfh citizen may give a
Bible 10 a Bnitith {oldier in perfet confiftency.
with all the priaciples that conftitute a new.
teftament church, and a free ftate. A fol-

dier,
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dier, by reading, will {foon dilcover, that the
principal interpofition of God in the Old Tef-
tement was to bring a nation out of that boufe of
bondage, Eoypt, into the liberty of being governed
by laws of thiir owny and that the principal
event in the New Teftament was the appearance
of a fpecial meflenger from heaven to announce
redemption to all mankind, With the fricteft
propriety, then, we conclude, that, as love

of a free country 1s a mllltary virtue; {o thc
Bible 1s calculated to infpire it

It would be inexcufable to omit, in the next
place, courage, as a neceffary accomplithment of

a military man 3 and it would be unjuft to the
“Bible to fay, it inculcated timidity, Fortitude
includes ftrength of body, and firmnefs of mind;
the holy {eriptures inculcate the firft by teaching

us temperance, and they inculcate the laft by di-
reCting all ‘men to a&t on principle, on good
principle, on principle of their own,

. A religion, that chafes away igﬁnorancﬁ, and
lays down fixed truths, to be examined, believed,
and placed as grounds of a&lon a rehglon that
takes away gmlt and publifhes parden of fin;
a religion, that opens immediate happinefs even
in this life to every one of its difciples ; a reh-
gton, that weighs the world | 1n a {cale, and all

thag
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that men call glory in a balance, and eftimates
every particle according to its true value; a re-
ligion, that difarms death, clofes hell, and opens
a heaven cf ineffuble blifs ; a religion, that pro-
poies fo many eminent examples of fortitude to
our imitation ;. a religion, that declares a4/l things
Jusill work together for good to them that lve God,
neither dzath, nor life, nor angels, nor principalts
d1es, wor powers, mor ibings prefent, nor things to
come, nar heightity, nor depth, nor any -othes. creq-
ture, fhall be able -to feperate -us from - the love of
God, which 15 in Chiifi Fefus onr Lordy {uch a
reiicion may wel! infpire its difciples with Forti-
tude, it may well make them face all dangers
in the path of duty, it may well make the [eeble
lite Davids, and Davids like angels of Gad, it may
well embelden each to exclaim, with an emineng

hero of bld; Should fuch a man as I fleed

Laftly, to omit many, we confider humanity
as z2n accomplifhment neceflary to foldiers and
failors. Kind and gentle affeltions are not in-
compatible with that ftern heroifm,. which fome
offices of life require, yea, hiltory affords us
numerous examples of humane and generous
aiions performed by men of the mof refolute
and daring -abilities, nor have great warriors
ever confounded war and cruelty together, the
firlt is-often neceffary, the laft never. The lives

of
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6f militaty men are fpent among obje&s of difs
tiefs; abroad, ftraits and difficulties innumer-
able, wants, difeafes, and deaths id a thou-
fand f{hapes preying upon themfelves and
their companions, fading "and deftroying the

flower of mankind ; at home, greyheaded
merit overlooked and umcwarded, or, il re-

warded, facrificing the laft days of a life
fpared by mitracle in temples of debauchery and
excels, What occafions for the exercife of hu-
mane difpolitions ? Even among enemies, when
a man is fent as an inftrument to execute the
juft refentment of a whole injured nation agalnﬂ:
foreign invaders of their rights, how neceflary
is ‘humanity, efpecially toward the innocent,
who are not unfrequently involved in the cala-
mities of the guilty !

Let fuch a man take up the hely feriptures,
and read, and let him not ftart at thofe parts of
Jewith hiftory, in which humanity in war feems
to have no place. The fame book, that relates
thefe exploits, informs us, that he, who. never -
aéts without the moft confummate reafon, gave
extraordinary commands to thofe heroes to fuf-
pend in thefe particular cafes the exercife of hu-
- manity, Dreadful commiffion! Thox fhalt con-
- fume all the people, thine eye fball have no pity upon
them, At prefent we have no extraordinary
C commiflions -

B=y =m
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cormiffions : but we have a general Jaw of jaftice

and humanity, whatfcever ye weuld that men

Jrzwld do unto yoz, do yz alfo to them, for this is
th: lazw and the propbets.

In fine, the holy fcriptures are able thoronch’y
to furaifl all military men t0 every good work, they
are, abie 10 do more, they are cbe to make them

wile walo fewvation through  faith, which is in

Ciry? Fefes 5 and on this principle we praife this
fodiety for giving our foldiers and failors bibles
Gi:i},

. Far be it from us to depreciate -the labours
of learned, or pious men. Their publications
have their worth, becaufe they have their ufe.
Far be it from.us to infinvate, that human ex-
pofitions of d:vine truths are ufelels; they do
good bota heard and read. We only affirm,
that uninlpired writings are not neceffary to fal-
vafion, and that to men, in fuch circumftances
as the military are, the bible alone is fufficient to
anfwer every defirable purpofe, and more would:
Ee 2n inconvenience.

W.“’i ien we afiirm, the holy {eriptures alose arc
' to make us wile unio {alvation, we do ‘not
mean to exclude divine influence. Much s

. o . . | : .
dziiy faid concerning the work of the holy fpi-
rit: but, tae truth is, we have no.difpute con-

cerning

‘l
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cerning the work of the holy ipine, for divine
infAuence is allowed on all hands: but our dif-
ference is concerning the mode of the work 1n
queftion. Doth the holy fpirit convert the foul
by a pofitive aét of power, or doth he inform the
mind, and change the heart by means of Iciip-
ture truths? A pofitive a&t of power would
produce an -occult quality, for which we have
no nante, and of which we koow no ufe. A
{cripture truth, demonftrating itielt to the under-
ftanding, produces a juft idea i1n the mind, a
picture of- itlelf, and then the doctrine. {tands
true in the mind, qr becomes -our faith. The
belief of this truth produces proper emotions in
the heart. 1f it'be the truth of divineé forgivenels,
{o admirably adapted to excite pleafure, we hope
and rejoice : ifit be the truth ofdlvme difpleafure,

fo weli ca]cu]utca to infpire fear, we tremble and
flee from, wrath to come.  This plain dnd artlefs
procefs Wants nothing to recommend it to many
glm&mns except perplexity and myftery, too long

habituated, alas! to cenlider obfcurity as a cha-
rater of piety !

According to our beft divines, the work of
the holy {pirit confitls of two parts, the fiift they
call external, this is the propofing of the truths
of revelation either by fpeaking or writing : the
other they call internal, and this is the difpofing ot
the mind and lieart to receive truths of revela-

tion
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tion. As Imay avoid fire: but cannot approach
1t without ieeling its effeéls, fo I may avoid the
truths of chnitianity, but I cannot admit them
without admitting at the fame time the eHccls,
which the belief of thefe truths never fails ta
produce. On thefe principles the apoftle in the.
text connelts falvation with faith alone, becaufe
faith is not alone, ‘but is infeparably conneéted
with repentance, and love, and zeal, and good
works, and every other chriftian excellence :
and en thefe principles we praife the underftand.
ings of thole, who give failors bibles only, be-
caufe the gift implies feveral jult and honourable
principles, principles, I mean, which do honour
to the underftandings and heart:; of thofe, who
admit them.

Firft, this donation implies, that, in the opi-
nion of the donors, the bible is a’plain, eafy
book ; either that all the truths of rev'él?.ti_on are
" fimple, plain, and clear, ar that fuch truths as
are effential to falvation are fo. This is a very
juft notion of revelation, for a revelation in-
tended, as this is by its divine author, to ‘be
univerfally read, examined and underflood by
all orders of men, if it wanted perfpicuity,
would not an{wer the end of the writer. Per-
{picuity is a character of all good writing, and
the holy {criptures bear this mark in the moft
confpicupus manner, The fubjects are clear,

the
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the Innguage is plain, the imagery is juft and
itriking. The nature and perfeéions of God, .
the tuperintendance of providence, the folly, the
guilt, the mifery of {in, the purity and perfec-
tion of the law, the depravity of human na-
ture, the imperfeftion of unafiited knowledge
and obedience, the nature and offices of Chrift,
the place and uie of {cripture, the influence of
the holy {pirit, the nature and neceffity of faith
and ob:dience, the promife of eternal life to the
righteous, the threatening of endlels punithmenis
to the wicked, the refurrection of the dead, and,
the fnal judegment, how clear and explicit - are
the oracies of God on all thefe important fub-
Je€ts | Srridtly fpeaking, there are no myfteries
in revelation to be believed, for where nothing
1s affirmed, there 1s nothing to be believed or
dented. That the dead fhall rile 1s athirmed,
the refurre@ion of the dead is therefore an ar-
ticle of the chriflian faith : but with what body
the dead fhall come 1s not declared, and there-
fore the mode of the refurrection is ner a myf.
tery to be believed, bur a fubjelt to be left,
where revelation leaves it, to be unfolded by
the event 1tfelt at the laft day, The fame may
be fa.d of many other articles, which cuftom
hath taught us to call myferies. Some pre
tended myfterics are not feripture propofitions av

| - all ;
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all : but mere creatures of the fchools. Others
called myfteries are contained in feripture, but
are not myfteries, the Lord’s fupper never was
accounted a myitery till cranfubftantiation made it
fo. Other arucles, again, are revealed 1n the
truth of the fact, but not in the mode of effect-
ing it. One dolor of learned leifure may fiart
points, and raife difficulties, another of the fame
clafs may invefligate them, a third may defend,
and a fourth may deny, and all in the eagernefs
of difputing particulars may mifs the general
defign of revelation : while the plain, blunt
failor, happily ‘unacquainted with their. infur-
mountables, by the mere exercife of his own
cood fenfe, will take in the general defign of
the book, and firmly believe, that without evans
gelical hofinefs no man_flall fee the Lord.

Secondly, the donation of only a bible im-
plies, that each reader bath ¢ right of private
Judgment, This 1s anothen_' juft notion, truly
fcriptural, and entirely proteftant. To give a
man a book to read, and to deny him.the right
of judging of its meaning, feems the fummit of
sbiurdity.  What pity, that fuch ablurdity
fhould not be univerfally exploded! A right
founded in nature, attached iﬁalienably*by the
God of nature to the very exiftence of man-
kind, openly avowed and confirmed by {fcrip-

| ture,
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ture, coriftantly exercifed by all, even by fuch
as deny it (for who does not think for himfelf ?)
this right, I fay, cannot be evaded without the
greateft inconfiftency. It is not a favour con
ceded by one man to another, it is a right inhe-
rent, held immediately of the God of nature,
the property and the dignity of all mankind,
The utmoft exercife of this rnight cannot endanger
either any of the great principles of morality, or
any of the effential doétrines of chriftianity, or
any of the noble principies, that conititute the
hapi)inefs of civil fociety, 1 will pot affirm the
fame of {cholaftick théles, and human iaven-
tions: bur of what vaft importance are they!

Suppole .a failor fhould not think of them?
what then ? o

‘.r 3

To clofe, The donation of a bible only argues
o freedom from party seal.  Here the oreat deflign
of God in giving a revelation of his mind and
will is'l{ept in view. No little {elfith ends are
propofed, The infpired writers are not Te-
tained, and difguifed, to ferve fecular views.
They are left to make their own way, to tell
their own tale, to {fupport their own credit, or,
to fpeak more properly, to maintain the honour
of that God, who gave them fuch credentials as
his infinite wifdom and his tendercft compaffion

thought beft ftted to cfiect the purpofe of their
miffion. -
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iniflion. That chriffian feems to rhe to entéf
thoroughly into the {pirit of revelation, who

dare truft the holy {criptures alone to convince

anrd convert a finper from the error of his
WE}'.‘

Chriftians, we have been confiderihg the fuf-
. ficiency of the holy {criprures, with a particular
viesw t0 our f{oldiers and failors, and, I flatter
myizlf; I have not wandered very far from the
defign of this fociety; who, in the papets put.
into your hands to day, give it as their opinion;
that. ¢ the bible is the infallible word of Gad,
which when attended with a divine blefling,
will be the means of making the army and the
navy better members of fociery, and infpire them -
with real courage to defend their country, ef-
secially in times of danger,” With this view
the fociety, which was only inftituted 11 1480,
have diftributed, at the charge of upwards of
fiftcen hundred pounds, more than eleven thous
tmd bibles among our regiments and fhips
cr=ws. May God crown their efforts with fuc-

‘cefs, 2nd may an hundred fold be returned into
'th:ir bcfums !

How pleafing, at leaft, how alleviating and
mollifying are the refleCtions, which rife out of
“the coclrine of the fufficiency of the holy ferip~
. Eures,
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tures, uhder the misfortunes, to which we often
Bear our brave countfymen are expofed. I
fometimes fancy I fee an old Britifh failor, having
ipent his days in the fervice of his country, fink
under the weight of age and infirmities, and,
during a voyage, fickening, and haftening to
die. Alone in his hammock he reviews his
life, and confcience condemns it as evil, only
evil continnally. God; who till now had not
been in all -his thoughts, feems to fummon him
to an impartial judgment. He feels he cannot
live, and he knows he is not fit to ciic. Great
1s his mifery upon him. The pains of diffolving
nature are aggravated by the agonies of his
mind opprefled with an intolerable load of
guilt, Recolleétions of blafpkemies, debauche-
ries, and cruelties cleave his foul afunder, In
this moment an honeft meflmate comes, pity in
his heart, and franknefs in his eye, bringing in
his hand the holy feriptures, the meffage of Al-
mighty God to the wretched, communicated by
your charity to the fhip, and reads him thefe
words, As I live, faith the Lord God, I have no
Dleafure in the death of the wicked. When I [ay
unto the wicked, thow fhalt furely die, if be turn
from kis fin, ke fball not die, none of his fins, that
he hath committed, fhall be mentioned unto him.
God fo loved the world, tbat he gave his only be-

D Qoiten
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gotten fomy that whofiever believetl in him fhould
ot persfoy but have everlafting life.  For God font
not Gis fau futo the world to condemn the wor'd,
bt that ne wor'd through him migit be faved.
Come now, tef as rezfon fsgether, though your fins
be as fearlet, thay fhall be whise as fuow 5 though
they bz red ik crimjen, tiucy fhall be as wool.
Inftantly a n=w world opeas to his view. God
is no longer the inexorable judge, be {peaks the

laugasze of a compaiionate parent, vehemently
caaceriied 1or the wetfare of hus child, This rebel-
fivus foa n ;:
the golodl, throws himfelf into the arms of di-

Vi..c Cfrn‘:tn":‘y, ang with his laft bre_ath mixes

1S at ils voice, repenis and beheves

his adoratiens of God with bleflings cn yeu his
Beacfiflors, by whofe means the feriptures
made him wile unto falvation.  All this is pof-
fible. I afk no more. The poflibility of ad-
miniltering {uch relief to a feliow-creature 1w
fuca difirels 1s enovgh for me.

I fometimes fancy 1 fee a fhipwreck, all the’
crew cxcept ene loffy 2ad he thrown upon a delo-
Jat- ifl:nd, the waters czfting up along wit!l him
onz ¢f your Dibies up :n the beach. What can
the Lible co for this poor man?  Let us paufe.
After kis frlt excefles have {ubfided, after he
hath found what at Gift he could not compre-
-he‘:,.d, that hie could live on the fruits, and fleep
‘ . in



[ 27 ]

in the thade, which the ifland affords, let us fup-
pofe him fitting under a buth, and reading ;
The mofi high deeth according 1o his will in the crmy
of heaven, and ainong the inhabitants of the earth,
and none can flay his hand, or fay unts him, « hat
doeft thow?  The Lord is riyhteons in all his ways,
aond holy in all his works.  The eves of all wait upos
thee, and thou givet them their meat in due feajon.
‘Tﬁe Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raif-th up all
ﬂwﬁ that be bowed down. The Leord is nish unto
all them, that call upon hiin, to all that call upon
him in trathe  Call upon me in the day of treuble,
and I will deliver thee. Would not {uch infor-
mation as this put into his heart, if not a joy
unfpeakable and full cf glory, yet a calm rcfig-
nation to- the will of providence, which in his
condition would be of more value than the whole
world. Were {uch a man to enter into the [pirit
of the holy fcriptures, when he faw the carcafes
of his late companions floating on the waves, he
woulid hear one voice faying to him, Be flill, aid
kncw that I am God, and another fubjoining, Be-
hold the goodnefs and f[everity of God, on them feve-
-?'ity, but towards thee goodnefs. 1 repeat it again,
all this 1s poffible, and poflibility is ground of
aCtion here.

Brethren, was it a.profpe&t of poffible good, or
was 1t a forefight of the la.te unhappy fate of the

Royal
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Royal George, that induced you to act as you
did ? That was the firft thip, to whick you gave
bibles. W hen fhe iunk, there were four hundred
bibles aboard. Whether the men nuade a proper
ufe of them or not, you have done your part,
I am hsppy to be able to fay, that, by letters from
fome on board that fhip, written before the fad
event, and which [ have been reading again this
morning, taere is {ufficient ground to believe that
the holy lcriptures had made fome of that crew
wife unto falvation, When the fea fhall grve up
her dead, perhaps you may have thé honour of
faying to the’ judge, Behold us, and the chbilgren,
which thou haft given us | Had you read the book
of fate, and forefeen this melancholy event, you
could nct have afted a more friendly part than to
prepare the {uffcrers for death by means of the
holy fcriptures.  If fuch mcn muft fink to rife no
more, if the fea muft devour, if that great grave
muft never fay, it is enough, the leaft we can do
Is to prepare men, whu for our fakes live fufpen-
ded by a thread over it, to die daily. And you
widows and orphans of this loft family, left, many
of you, to publick charity, flce to the holy fcrip-
tures as to the only refuge of the diftrefled.
We will not irritate your griefs, by examining
your wounds. There is, they fay, fomething fa-
cred in mifery. We, like Job's friends, will /£

dowrs
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dowon with you, none will [peak a wird 1o vous
but each will rend his mantle, and fprinkle duff upon -
his head toward hecven. Hard 1s the heart that
does not.feel for you, and harder fill is thag
heart, which feels nothing for thoufands, who
may be next month in the condition of your
departed relations, funk in the mercilefs ocean
beyond recovery, funk to rife no more,
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