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HE Me fur om 
• 

and it J'esponsible, to \VhoQl ar~. we "I-
or are Ql1r actieDs the inevitabl~ results Qf ce4 taiq laws, 
over· can exert no more control than we can 
over the of ? are of the mQst S\~I passing 
interest. The whole' course of human cQnduct must be 
proWundly· uenced, in proportion as we view ves 
responsible to a Being external to OUi selve~, who 
the right to . . on us; or as w:e co~tder 
~urselves entitled to regulate our actions, in CO~OJ lIlity 
with our idea of what best our inter~sts, 

of every other consideration. . 
If the nniV-6lsal testimony of mankind possesses any 

value as a witness to truth, it proves we are -
sible for om actions. It . been . asserted t there 
are tribes, who possess no idea of religion. 
Whether it be so or not, is not my present business to 
inquire. But it is a fact that even the most savage 

of our race adluit a responsibility of some sort. 
nowhere exist but in a state of society; but the 

man who acted on the principle, I do whatever I 
choose, without to any other person, would be 
• 
lncapable of being a member of either , clan, or 
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• non. 
him to do so. 

Dext point is, if we are 
be this ect a 
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·of 
our 
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CODSn-
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, Ute whole 
and testi-

duty, 

must 
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- Itt . inquire . mea II 
• are 6"ce agents; or tl)e 

when . • . the • m . 
• 

e£ the 
. the 

• free 
our 

the is or . , 

can up any he 
to do io. still less de • 

• • 

as caprice. On the ., I 
'is' by a .of 

• 
OUI 

We ·are able to love a our 
• • 

nature to be. lovely. It pronounces to 
be right, holy, and no of our; can 
enable us to . limits, 
the :: of our intellects are • We have. no 

• 

£eedobl to believe ' and 
• • • 

four. Yet, 

• 

and . 
and 

• 

• . u~tion, 

other things, exetcise a 
on our • . ... 

Nor' it.true the of the of the 
• 

is equivalent to the . i we are capable 
· of acting . of or motives. A being 

who acts . renounces his rationality. 
then do we wh we i we are 

free '1 We assert that ~ powel' of 
the va, ious which present them:-

selves to our ,mnds ; th~se do not exert 
on us in compe . g uS to ; and that 

from each other, not only in degree, but in 
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The proof or 
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are 
ere dpable 

. ° 
motives 

our 
our con-

is, that where 
there an be no 

rests on bur . ve 
or ah 

no W-e 
by the . or bt~ule • 

we to 
We1.re ' or blanling what 

• 

ever hlahled a for falling, 
b\1I1,it, .. ? I stoQ'e UD-

ibulta Us, under the · of passion we 
tiw' . it bCk ~ but the DlOlne t we recover our 

he it 60lu all °bility ° 
• • m exact -

don to the 
or 

of the 
another If some ·one to 

hit of US bto. on We feel ° -

tion at the 
to hold 

it 
the 

It 

us, our 
• 

; and 
~d 

'not 

• 

it. BUt were 
.! I d use ,it as an instrument for 

be not at the 
struck but at the used 

or and in 
only are 
ones of 

responsibility only to 
. for those ' a help doing 

• 

(or an act 
to be vil'tuous or Vicious it must be . An 

• 

• 
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. '. aeliOn to he 8; ~ • should feel eon .. 
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of 

avoided. doing it, if 

ln'the 
we 
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• actlan. 
Many 

of • life, 
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to be 
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. duty, 
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• m . 
• 

It. 
. Inay 1lave 

, . , 
; or Cb.istian , By' 

, 
• 

• 

• , 

. to the . 
of yiltue . 

. help ' as 
inch of 

the 
lucky it was 

a mercifn} 
have I ' ; but neither • 

asstgD 
to the stone • we con· , • 

an act : ~e ' 
at 

the 
• , 

to. 

to it the . , as 
noble. . the . · ? 

• 

did pure act of 
bill) the altel native of 

nature, and thereby 
but he chose to the higher law 

to its • m 
the J Chi ist, " He 

lose it, but be his 
it to life 
stands &Ii : Mankind 

, 

have voice actions 
are But be neither, unless 

• are agency lD-

yes to 
be Its I consider pre-
sently. 

Thirdly: it.is principle in th~ of 
in the state of I. I I' -

the "niverse but Illatter, (oloe, and , and that neither 
• • •• • 

In It any e:nstence, or 
have in ita Its are necessasy, 
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, . never coold ' have been otheY-

• 
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have 
• 

How then have these < • to 
• ::.. ? 

th"-~y ~! , 
, 

• 

evolve· the . ~oice, the of 
an ability to act· ' . control? 

• 

, 

therefore, if is the 
• 

outcome of ' 
• 

ana ,and 
• 

more, that must 
of vii tue or vice, But 

• • 

as· a he' 18 , of ,these. Therefore 
• , 

the theory cuiginated . out of 
more, must be untrue; there 

, 

bea either in the . . whiCh 
we 
drawn· 

But 'it 

• 
them. 

or in the inferences which- we 

• 

Our powers of 
are only the 

and of 
of 

of ,and the . secretes. ,volition 
a does I own I incapable 

those make 
or they mean . at all. I 

which Cannot be .. . -tbi n . they are, 
· of and of thought, force devoid of 

and of produce by their self-evolution, 
is capable of the· acts of self-sac. ifice and 

an the of ! Gentlemen, I c~nilot 

any 
• 

• 

by any 

of 
of 

must 

to believe anyone in this room 
the . which compose . plat-

t of their by 
of motional forces, or by the 

laws, could gene.ate a being would be 
to save our Intelli-

• • in intelligence, and not in nOD-
; rational acts . frOm unreaSOD, 
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But • # . be Obj8,+te(J, . 
, 

we 
,. ·question, for it ? I 

one. 
• 

far to T~ pove it requires e 
no . ( Jur agency is 

djrect ~ no truth 
have grea.btt . 

,to the fact. Iwe know 
our either to . do it or. to 
and . out' of thousand of 

.nanldud · in the which they 
use. If there is an odd one in a thOllS$nd who not 
which I ' doubt, he be ranked with 

are bom either blind or the 
• • 

by the . , of a ' puzzles has 
h' If· be·· . th unse mto am ,' , acts on e 

. e and other are free. 
me the 41BIIJiltnt . by an · We 

us it is by a act of our 
have come here ' We are 

certain step on the road it in our 
to have tuu.m By a Illere of my 

it is my Dot to deliver another· of this 
lectlJie, or to any . tion 1 ill the words 

sentences. of you feels it entirely 
whether you . here and 

listen another are no facts of which we 
are more than these. The before me 

help being it doing what it 'does. 
We can. In man from a machine. , 
A . DO over its actions; we, 
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. tune- . 
by the 

'.as the .motio,n. of' out 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

etc.,. Had . been • . t on our . 
• • 

the '. of life would ~ 

. we have no responsibility. N Gt so with our 
• 

• 

we cah .have ' sttoDger 
• 

than the bf our 
I before · m~ 1 am as . I , 

itt, I n\rQ ' two make four. H do t 
I: see this or that P I have the 
.of my' I am therefore 

rlit . ·1 have a similar testiruony I able to do 
01' l~ , . doing a I die 

I attl.a free agent. 
·1 am- a number of ~bjections are. a.ll 

at 0 be adduced 'the fa~t of our free , 
a1lc1 .. ' docli ine of our ~c6tmta.bility for 

• 

in the same way they can be 
. any .otper of facts. They are all seta .of 

puzzles. ·But all teasonings which contra­
facts must be fallacious somewhere. . We 

tbe facts, and reject the teasonings. I will 
to deal with some of these difficulties. 

First: 'it be'en ed t the testimony of conscious-
faCt does B0t make that faA::t Cel lain. Thus SOme 

tell' us we 'have no certain evidence of 
of . table us, we 

we See it. Yeu do not, say they, see the table. 
. you . by the senses is a Colour) fOl ru, 

etc. Nay, more; this fOllJl is more 
, 
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all this 
be difficult to 

by the 
It is 

. you 
tal pm c;eption, and it is 

any 
• 

' 1 

reb"" to 
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• 
1$ a true 

~ that 
to ,. oUr freedom. 

• 
our Ininds perceive 

which to in the table. 
is to whether tbe table 

to mental pel·ceptions. It is not 
to be denied we . . ve them, 

~ Car they are true In the &alue .nanner it is 
an true fact we are CODS«':iOUS we are 

agents. We therefore must be Cree. 
This objection . be to a8Sn.lle a more 

spedous 101m. It is our consciousness is 
frequently as to the of facts. us it by 
DO foDows because men think they have 
~een . they have seen . one 

his consciousness bi,n that a 

• 

• 
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..,ys it to the 
, 

tmtbis, in . latter :' 
is 

• 

is~not reliable., , • 

the test~jnony . ,999 out of • 

must be 
the one • 

J 

. If is not so, we 
• II as • 

• 
into'trutb • 

• 

: the objection is founded on 
, It between our . . and 
,extelual to it. ile our . not 

be : ~eQ.uate . of the truth of an external fact, 
it 

II .. , 

be so as to the truth of its pel ceptions. 
i that he is conScious of seeing a ghost 

a true his mind pel ceives one, although 
be under a delusion as to its extetnal reality • 

• 
. a red object for a yellow one, 

• if" . In luanner, when 
to the ' .fact of its fr: om, it 

to the ... truth of an internal perception which in 
. nothing to it, 
deception' is possible. As therefore we are , 

• we are free, and this consCiousness testi-
to a we must be free. 

Dext objection which I have to 
are:: by motives .; that these· ~ 

1 in the (between them, the 
. therefore the assertion 
" of oUf actions is an absurdity. 

• 
IS 

• 
1D power; 
'pOwetfid 

that we 

: the objection involves the . . It 
. our motives are sepalate things from 

and exert in us a power of compulsion. 
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: the 
the 
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o( 

that 

be put into a 

• 

.. 

• 

• 

, 

• 
• • 

, . 
• 

but 

• 
• 

• m power, 
con-

we act, have some 
u~ to ; but 

and weighed 
other. A 

lift; but it by no 

of 
of a weight we 

an impulse 
we canDot 

ariSes from together our 
and the with kinds 

1:('.1 iODl attended. But even here it' impossible 
to the o( t of bya 

Pleasures differ in as well as 
in • The which , a great in· 

• 

te11ectual and . that of oneself 
durer in kind. If estimated itS intensity, 
the a man can a combina-

• 

bOh of gluttony and iIi a single day may 
he would derive frOm ' any mental 

'Still there exists a power within us of 
choosing the higher pm suit, and · . : the lower. 

The we are necessa lily impelled by the 
o( which our actions are accom-

the most palpable (acts. It is 
to the lila I tYI' impelled to his acts of self-

by of I appeal to your 
comu~on sense. A man' bis to the bUJQing 

sooner than deny the dictates ot his conscience. 
· himself dlunk, to . the 
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to 
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'by any common 
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.. the . IS 

tWet which· he could . .' 
~ . -the ' 
" . 

of 
of 

• 
, 

• 

• 
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to 
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\ 
• • 

• 

• 
• • '. . 

• • 
• t 

.-
you , . 

to ., that . 
the· ' ' .. 

• , . 
the manves 

of 

• 
no con trol~ 

• . or ,-
by 

• 

The 

! t . be objected that the 
• 

by' • 
· IS 

ot~ing oolnpensated for 'his 
• • 

·in the world 
• \ . . to' ; he to nNobtam a . g. . 

C( to. . a greater paiD. I nof dispute that hope 
h' . his . h . tOI III lD agony. IDlg ber sup-

• 
, motive' which be sum-

to ' the' , P to hil'~ 1ft . . OIl . __ fA ~ 

• 4eadly It is certain Itbe nl,Ullbers of 
. . have died in tOI ture to testify their belief or 

have been few. 
• 

', :us a case home. An aHisan wishes to 
.his condition, and to see his . happy 

comfortable. To effect . he submits to . 
ads :of other, intent on selt-indulgence, 
el~ds on his own bodily gratification. Will 
anyone tell me the fonner of these is the neces-

of a · of motives he resist? 
Could Dot the prudent be imprudent, if he so 
or ,the reverse? It is clear if a is the slave of his 

. ...;, f' . ,. lIUpwse, to 0 resISting a teluptation IS an 
. , . How can I resist it, if I do not the 

of self"1COntrol ? The which unquestion-
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• 

• 

• 
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of . 
• tOt m ",11'1 , 

• • are ' 10 
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the slaves of habits, 
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be 
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·is .' of 
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Has it not 
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. therefore 
we 
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and 

• 
11 

fQ1(;e .of 
uence .011 . . , tho~h it 

,.n!i it. • 

• 
I Qatur.e 

by aD ,indeiJiiJ;e 
• 

• 
Dl 

·to .a t CfLIl 
!t;be . pf t.e.npt4fiPJ) at 8y 

· e1fil t.h~y UU)· -to a 
. .t)f 1eaiatatJre _re! .. alUlQ't 

.• i V.nder ,th~· uell~~ of .b&\bi~ 3Jl 
. once :¥ t, he penol "Md, 

, :bU;t . . ' You ~~ 
of : . OCaJpati9JJ. ' "ell • In 

.NU:ure of· . , in the .~~~rity 
it ilOnie~ on rOll in the use ~f ,.our .mal'-WlleJ)ts. 

• 

its fCQ~plicated p orm¢d 

to 

\ 

• 

, . almost the ~pidi. rtlto·tJiht, and with 
an D$. 1 

.()f you . the pos.session 
is at aU . . 'witb your free aJen<:y. 

, lie . .. $CPpe .pI ,the pJ:~~J).t 
whether pf habits i$ Qr is 

poc. :1 it ~, ,, .and 
--when a habits of evil, hi.s 

become Unpa.ir.ed: 
, . [to .the <ioluinion ~f 

Uidly _hi$ ,QS;tiOQ. 

At jss.ue i$, wPt . him 
ilJ;:he Dpt bjlQlelf ~w;e ,of 

• 

so, .he is ~tiU . . 
J>e 

• 

• 

of men 
4 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

-



• 

... 

-

• 

• 
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are' bom with with 
tendencies to vices as, e pie, are 

with :. others are born with, 
at very develop, 

whereby tbe pursuit of what is and noble· com-
• • • easy. I thInk It . 

variety in the mental constitutions of . . , 
there is a 

men· , 
at it itself from the 
their So but does not 

. destroy evil as they first 
• • • m are Wl our power 

to resll ain, and it· the duty of each of us · to do so. 
• becomes it is ys the 

of a habit. I never saw a whose temper 
so to be Nay, in 

s where the habit uired considel able 
through . it be resh ained by a exer-

• 

cise of the I have a man, blll sts of 
in his faluUy were excessive, who was as 

smooth as oil ore the 
Another objection n we are so com-

pletely the of our b· and our education, that 
be neither for our nor our 

• 

I put the case as strong responsibility actions. 
asI 
adduce a 
foull. We 

and perha I do so more clearly if I 
rather put it in an abstract 

a child is born a native of 
I take Lord 

us in one of ys, the Bengalese, 
as a are the on says he, 
the Gteek is to the the Asiatic is to the Greek, 
and the to the 

• 
a child is bom and educa 

We 
in the and . intel-

• 
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• • • 

life of this race; can l1e 'bis 
? 

, Or. another· A child is boll; in a . . , 

of thieves. .The, y associate only . persollS of 
the desctiption, and he lives. in the moral ahnos· 
I I .. . of plunder, ultinwtely a thief ; 
hold such a one responsible·? 

I jn both though 
is not destroyed. The e1rects of habit· 

an impure moral atmosphere, and of an 
evil . are to conte.nplate. Still it is 

, 

not a every one who is born and up 
vicious· uences inevitably a bad man. 

It happens that the sense of the evil conduct 
of and of the society in which one has lived, 

a lDa~ strongly in the opposite direct ion. In ~ot 
a few men have seen their fathe.s'· and have 

from ' and have not done after their abomi· 
If . were not so, the l'efOI.D of society, after 

it . a· of COil aption, would be 
and the onlY'means of staying its progress would 

be to cut it off from the 
effect have these considerations on individual 

? They modify, but do not destroy it. 
The J of all the earth . hold a anap accountable 
for what he and not for what he has not N 
but His all-penetrating eye thoroughly· 
the complicated web of human actions, and· the 

or evil in human conduct I . k this is one 
of the strongest alguments for the being of a ; for if 
there be none, and if there be no hereafter, neither · the 
• 
mdividual nor society estianate at their right value 
the various ci.cucnstances which . our . respon-

• 

, 



the 

rilht 

. It 
cannot 

of moral 
the evil 

moral 
It 

• 
15 

: 

• 
II 

to 

" 

• m 

• 

• 

-
ve con-such as I 

the plimaiY 
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of 
Even in 

of society man some 
~. .. . be 

~ . OIScuillloaUng tween 
.a 

he is not Ie to 
"im. man who been 
a • perfect that it is 

does he feel when an 
him? The of 

offnod, 
m li~ in 

"biting theta under the law of 
•• I Ii • • the of eminence who 

hav~ . difticUlty, M'l'. holds an im-

of 
•. .. 

of the . 
of high 
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e.g., we a weight in with the law 
• is iin on all matter. A statician 

tells us am . er took pla<e in accordance with the 
It quite evident there is nothing 

in between these expressions, but the word 
"law!' To· an:: . t occurs in 

a law of is ' , because one which 
takes place in como! mitt with that of is, 
requires only cowlUon sense to see that the reasoning is 
fallacious. . 

2. The objection we predict an action by 
the aid of statistical tables, and therefore that such ac­
tions must obey a necessa.-y law, involves a gross fallacy. 

is meant is, if we take numbers of men, 
we may be tolel'ably sure that a . number of them 
will do a act But if we were to apply this 
principle to any pal ticular msn, and say that he would 
do a act, it would only out true by a 
lucky Thus, it is tolerably certain that twenty-
five out -()f every thousand men will die . in any given 
year. But it is in the degree uncertain whether 

or that wiIJ. . I ask ' you to observe 
that no . in the results of the 
laws of nature. We are not tolerably cel tain as to these 
results, but absolutely so. We do not conclude that 
nine hundred and seventy-five stones out of a thousand 

drop to the ground, if we let them fal~ but that each 
one There is therefore no el whatever between 
the two cases. 

3· The laws of averages are not invariable. 
Strictly speaking, therefore, they are not' laws at all. 
It is Dot true that the number of murdels are com­
mitted year by year in proportion to the population in 
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• which be asserted is, that they are 
. the same. I ask, your attention to this word 

on it the force of the depends. If 
• 

they the result of any necessa ... y law, th~y must always 
be the . under sUn circu,nstances . 

• 

4- The statistics do not count actions from 
the produced by our but include these, 

thoSe of every impulse which be exerted on ~e 
It is quit«: possible to reduce a _ number of the 

. Col tuitous events to a statistical table. If anyone 
were to up a Penny piece '5,000 tinles, and ask me 
to or there is no doubt I. should 
·be tight in myguessings about 2,500 times, even though 
I might' say heads. Not· g, howev~r, could 
be more absolutely fOltl1itous; and to say my right 
guesses were the result of any necessal y law, which cop.­
trois human actions in any proper sense of that tenn, i, 
absm.t. , 

s. Let us look into this with the eyes of 
sense. Mr. Buckle tells us "that murder is . 

committed with as much . , and as unifolill 
a to certain known circumstances, as the move­
ments of the tides, and the rotation of the seasons." 

are the facts? . T . a large number of years, the 
of known murders in England 

amount to a certain average, or to express the same fact 
in other words, they will amounf to one out of so many 

of the population. N ow observe what this 
Not the number of murders which . be 

next , or any ot,her , will be exactly 
the $lane as this average number; but be not very far 

from it. ere then is the in . ble law which proves 
the actions of men are governed by influences as 

• 
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To ·tbh\l that love e:l~ed any 
all' We been the, 
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t am quite to . 
he tbhllts of ought to consider whefhtt 

horse cany double, and to look forward w the! 
of its havhig to carry fiVe or . 

ate prudent. Ireland been « 
, which proves prudential con. 

have tar from exerted ' a potent forte fm 
in . In the days of its - . 

cODtraeted 1rith the greatest reck-
eta. But when, in the name of the fact that mar. I 

ought to be cont I acted with eye to 
IIiShy are so, are to 

believe we ourselves, our rational wills, our affe(!. 
- I I . nay, our sentimentalities, and even our caprices, 
have e»etted, and can exert, no inftuenee over thi~ 

, but that all resulted from the iron law of 
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. , we are asked to believe 
of even the . of • 

• 
the 

I . 
not assert that there are Dot men 

the of a dUling every month 
their courtship. the the 

writer whose I aan combatting, I tel~ 
he ought not to have assumed it . 80 with or-

men and women.' . I confident that if any of 
into the with me, you 

• 
you • 

. Buckle's . and conclusions 
-your expenence. 

I think that I n not spend any . her time in 
. that the q of our free agency, and con-

of our ability, is unaffected by such con-
siderations_ It on distinct evidence of its own, so -

that it is less inftuen by them the 1111/ : ,1" -
mighty rock is by the' of the silent ocean. 

There is one question of supreme impol tance which 
. to be . If man is responsible, to 

is he 
If the principles of atheism are true, the universe con-

nothing but , and law, and modifications 
of them. How, out of any .. of these, moral 
affections, or even life,; have growll, is quite beyond 

y comprehension; for no . would i that any 
of the original constituents of the universe possessed 
either personality, life, moral affections, or freedom. 
Yet these exist. . 

If consists of . but matter, acted on by 
blind forces, and over by blind laws, he must 
be incapable of morality self-sacrifice, and as un-
worthy of praise or blame as the table before me. 

But y atheists are far better men than their prin ' 
• 
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, . oltri6ility. 
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5S • 
• Overcome by the stern of facta, they 

that a responsibility' of some 
.they,·affiIDl that there ·is no evidence that 

to man is accountable; they do not 
that he is responsible to societY and himself. 
endeavour to ere~t a system ' of , on 

the that is capable of a self-
Io.-e. They next endeavour to every other 

. of . is nothing but self-love . ted 
some other fOIIl1. From' this it that the 

, 

acts of self· sa. :. ifice are ,nothing more 
of selfishness. To say the of it, 

, 

is a most ·sta. tHng position. 
If there be no to whom I am responsible because 

I indebted to Him for my existence and every good 
which I possess, it follows that I only be re-

to myself or to society, as far as it possesses a 
to, act on my self-love. The expression, "being 

to oneself," is to a celtain extent a mis- . 
; for it must mean a debt to oneself.. Such debts 

resemble . money out of one and putting 
it into another. en it is said by atheists, that man 

responsible to himself, it is intended that there are 
certain lower pI inciples in hUII'ian nature which ought to 
be 0 ient to the higher. But this idea of "ought/' 
concedes the whole question. Why' ought it to be so? 
H there is nothing in the universe but Inatter, law, and 
force, whence this idea of ough~ or duty? 
conception of it is the opposite to that of law. 

But, assuming for argument's sake a position which I 

be resolved into self-love, I ask what possible evidence 
'can I have that I am bound to sacrifice myself for the 

• 

, 
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others? If I , • , I 

can 
? 

at It 

by 

... .. , 
over 
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love myself, 
a ept the of the 

you 
by all kinds of . 

seeking the happi­
of It be . but 

I 
. , ][ 

to see If only another of 
my ; ~ intellect 

other it scc,ns to 
.. lake me more than • 

15 aayact 
the to be OD 
than by society making me I nisei able ? If . 

PJ'inciple be correct, man is he who 
the to ' interests. 

A an of this 
• 

pIinciple aooo years that it 
ancients feigned • 

IS a 
a i mg whenever he 

him" to every one, while he retained 
his 01 .. : to Plato, SU~ 

a to be in . of this I iag. in-
ftuence it have OD his : conduct if vo tue . 
nothing but self-love? It' obvioUi that it would free 
hilo from all the society' on him; 

if there be no and n~ hemtfter, he would be in 
a safely to give the unresh ained . 
to his 

poasible. 
But I 

tending 
the greatest 

appetites aDd . I t convert 
into a and render society im-

be told . . pIe which I a m con-
really means we are bound to seek 
. of the greatest nmnber, thereby 

• 
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I infer, · 
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my entice being_ 

by 
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bea 
uta-

,who is y the 5allle, in 

It 

God, the great :eator, who 
aDd a , I ta.ture capable of . the 

I a In under to Him. 

I 
the 

is respoBsible to his 
aftinllation with all thankWl­
of a -gt".ea.t fact, . 
.out clearly .!lot, a 
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a form of self-love, and not a free 

to society. I accept 
to society? Does a 

to its brother cats? No; therefore 
must be something in man hich is neither in stone 

. agent. Yes ; is 
truth. Is a 

cat. But we feel ·that it righteous in society to 
• . I : I those their obligations. It 

• 
does so , either by law or by a law equally 

It 
higher 

The 

, by no . Is it right to 
a man for what he ca·nnot help? The universal 

of man " No. Man must, 
be a free agent. 

that must be bound by an obligation 
and exteIllal to himself. Consider the 

We 10 do so. does it mean? 
of is, a man Illay leave a 

• 

if he ; but that he not to do so. 
There' something him which reproach him 
if he does, and say, you not. There is an obliga-

before . you to bow, higher than you. 
To , force, or law the sense of duty or 

is utterly inapplicable. owe I to them? 
There something within us whiCh points to something 
outside us, which be generated by their united 

.. fOlee. 
" I " The idea is as nnivelsa] as man. Even 

he in theory denies responsibility, is compelled to 
use the To what then does it point? 
To n ... atter, force, or , or any of their modifications? 

. on the for it reaches to the 
depths of our being. t does it iI ? 

II is . ,. it is ,. il is proper,. it;s you, duty. 
It even· to the greater elevation of the senti-
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else, even ' self, bend. , - e feeling, 
" not tisfy its demands. It'aOl'lus 

• 

Must not duty be to some • m ' 
obligation centres, who a right to 
, at our hands? Some therefore must 

a right to ~y me. under . • Does 
a right exist in my brother ? I Illay be 

to my par ts. I be indebted to my 
I feel under 0 . . to all have 

done me to all in whom and go ess 

• 

But how I be under obligation to a who , 
. neither good hia·oaelf, nor has done me g ? Yet 
I feel the 0 . It must thelcfore centre 
where. . The only foundation on which it can be to 

is the Being who me, to whom all gratitude 
. due, whose perfections demand my hlJloblest 
reverence most devoted love. I y recognise 
the right of Him Inade me to say, I . , self­

I have 
men, 
but we 

at-thy hands in be f of thy brother man, whom 
We: feel that obligation is due to 

we are all the children of a COIDIDon Father; 
it we are the children of a 

• 

ape. 
The feel· ," I ouglzl," proves the existence of 

outside ourselves, to whom it in whom 
• 

centres, and to whom duty is due. To Hiaa 
we are all " I " how ianperfectly do 

succeed in the fulness of the conception, 
it in · .! I infer from . that 

of Creator, we shaH em y it in a . 

, 
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