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"ection 
• 

esus • 

HE of the New T have dir y 
the truth of Christianity on the actual 

of a single mhacle, the Resullection 'of 
Christ If this be established as an histo-

rical fact, it a mere useless of tiane and trouble 
to any other of the mitacles of the Bible, or to 

to prove their truth. If Jesus Christ did not 
rise . from the dead, all the other mia"acles in the N 

• • 

not avail to prove that . is 
a Divine revelation. If He did, this one alone would 
prove it, and support the weight of all the rest As, 
then, this luiracle fonDS the very key of the Christian 

. . I unbelievers to join issue on its truth 
or 

• 

I treat this subject precisely as I any 
point of . history. . I shall not ask you to believe 
that the New Testament is inspired. I use 

the Gospels as I would any other memoirs. I shall 
other authority for the letters of St Paul than 

I 
• 

(or the letters of Cicero. You on your 
• • 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• • 

• 

• 
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• 
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Dot object are impossible j for, 
they are, or are not, is a philosophical 0 

lies beyond the 0 of 0 • In 
this lee I only deal with historical evidence. 

I going to prove t the truth of the 
of Jesus Christ rests on the highest fOiln of 

evidence. In doing so .1 sball take .for gtanted 
Db one ·tHm le~t' ... e lleny e tnith 'of 

ceatain whICh all the of Emope 
have studied this queslion to "be fadso To 

attempt to prove what tbc;y allow to be true would be 
pure of time. I shall take it (or ted that what 
such men as ReDan, Baur and the whole 

School 0t, they not deny. I 
therefore, 

"1St. Jes~ Chtist existed; He collected 
round Him a ' y of followers, who 'believed in 'Him as 

j and that He Ci ucified 'by the authority 
o( the Roman govemment 

and. '!'bat the fitst th'ee were published, in 
the (Oln) in which them, ndt later 
A.D. 110; and that one of them was com at least 

years • 
Jrd. 'l'hat the four b( St. 

'. 
'VIZ., to the Romans, the two to ' the and 

to the Galatio!1$, were unquestionably by St 
Paul . himself; and that the latest of them cannot have 
'been . at a later date twenty-ejght 

06 ° (:iUO :KIOD. 

before the end of the first ceIi 
seventy the ~ 
to be (ound in all the gaeat cities of the 

If any unbelieyer refuses to concede 

, or 
churChes 

• 

• pue. 
these points, 
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. to. all "I" 

• Y+ ~ ~ !:lot' 

.. . • 

. . my proof is,. that 
as. a. visible .. 

in.. its . ~ fol' a period. o£ 
and ' ~ caD be. . traced up! the. 

• to )ts, .. , b, 
• 

The Christian l) 

and. ever , assert-ed. that· the cause. of i 
death of its· 

.. the· belief in a dogma or a but inl a fact; 
rose . from the 
the impoJ tance of the fact the 

Church is, ever been, CO IIl-

e 

was set 

H"u . 

must have· had ' an of 
of its 

by dle of the 
Yet it is . that the . 

. after His death. The ' 
the of the rene-weci 

. The Christian Church in all 
the sole cause of its renewed life 

fount! a I~ade,. I· but that 
CII,.isl rose- llu dead. 

observe ftnther; if Jesus Christ rose fr • j I I the 
or his were finnly 

this a rational account of . . this 
If the fact is denied, un believers are 

• 

bound to give acconnt of its . . We 
no theory can t for it. 

• 
the i'UPOI lance of the- into 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 
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-
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• 
. and its 

as a . 
1 " 

Take the . ~ 

the ',.. Chtm the Chmeb 
• 

, msted as a co 110ity since the 
, , 

• 

It to owe its oligin to the 
of Mahomet at Mecca; by 

as prophet and sovereign at 
The facts as by his followen are 

of its and the 
of the Church, from the time 

ita foundation to the day, affords the strongest 
to the truth of the fact, as 

by its first hiStorians, its institution due to 
and . events in his life the 

its existence. These events are adequate and 
of it. 

Unbelievers have adopted a , Y ot . 
the question the historical cha r8cter of ... 

· . • They tell us the three first Gospels . of 
bundle of united with a few glains 

• 

true 

truth, which were slowly and elabo-
A.D. 30 and A.D. 100. About that pe.iod 

persons reduced them into their present 
accounts y su all the other 

and became accepted by the Church as the only 
of the actions and teaching of Jesus. All 

~ stories in the y grew up 
in the foun of and legends in the COUI se of the 
seventy years which the CI uc· . on. They are, 
in a fOI med by the . . . of the early 

The fOIli lh they to be a forgery. 
My involves a issue. Let it be fairly 

There . of 1M in tile 

, 
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CAriJl/ 

• 
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• . not in this • 

• 

. the of the Resuuection. ofJ 
it eccnned as a fact, or as a 

in by the Church y afte!' the • 
• 

This . was the foundation • 

erected, and the 
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I • at-

by 
• : ~ • • 

ate 'by 
. . - .... . to ha'le • III : ' MVet11y or 

• 

after the 
I reply,. if le, ~e sake of 

I to! be a trud of 
Dot ;­

b1 ono 
we are in of letters 

, and' such ~n­
of all historical 

of the gl:.eat We 
" Cicero, col-

his> a ' a . 
St. 

too much, to 
wtote his. Tbe1 still exist; and 

that they foup the most irn­
,{or giving us an insigtlt 

tlIt 

• tUbe, 

. a COllUnued referenu 
An<!. 

tO' the: times: 
to esti te the: 

• agenCIes 

100 and B.C So. 
, 

abient events, 111 

himself per'"' 
whidl he Ii , ; 

o( the e~ents 
about, 

(ail to do if we 
but the of the It is 
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, . ' ". 

• 

.tt­
'.u • 

down to us by 
, 

• 
up; 

• 

'Phd 
th~4 

of tile 
~ ". 

~tn· lerb'la1 . 

, . are' frequently 
l.onl his · 

• 

• 

• 'I : « 

• 

• 

• s ' 

ate' 
ttatb' . 
'Haft' 

or nearly 'S« 
under a 

of 

• ... 

• 

. " III or (acts 
put us 

have · ~enY 

. It 
• 

, : 
are the 

, froln 'the 
• 

• 

, the 

• 

• 

especially 

d 
.. 

esr:nptton 
between' . 

to' the importance tile 
to' us . ,. unbelievers, that are 

of four of desci iption, 
up to the . , days' of . The latest 

be 
1114' , ~ '" ' y 
. with Ole of the active o( 

the Charch. Their is that they 
depict the man before us; he did, Ae 
thought, he believed, with a freshness and vigour 
which is to' be found' any letters in 

• • 

, 

• 

" 
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, ~be 
I:ave 
. 1 

, . 

'. By: 
the 

, 

• • • 

• 

, 

on ·tIl • 

the 
four leUers, 

• 

com,. 
• 

80 : an 
• It is ot no 

are, the , of those which 
attribu the 

• 
18 

EUIOpe, 
vely 

. he 
• as to VIe 

I 

me 
of 

on {our letters only. At 
your attentioJt to the {act 

of 
the of , more, • 

doubt ,.bout of others. t By 
a . e of the Apostle, so vivid in 

been pronounced 
to- be the first , 's . e of J 
For 

as 

·oJU' UDbelievers, bile they 
not make too iJJ. into English 

• Life ot Jesus io a cheap form, ~ve not yet 
to exhibit his of St. Paul in an English 

do they not publish it? 
pointed out the letters 

to historical I now w your atten-
-to the • 

that these St. Paul were 

&8 

intei val of time from the date of the 
the most .. canons of criticism lay 

the pel iod of historical recol-
is no of them eighty or 

ninety years event, as unbelievers for their own 
coDveDience date the three in order that 

• 

lnayget time dill ing it might have been possible 

- • The two to the 
• 

that to Philemon, and the 

to the 

• 
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-to ~"e 'up in dl~' 

, 

• 
" 

;.." ,ChtJ.w. Not y the latest of th ,' . 
yea" of the~' cl'uciftxioJl; by 

• • actiVIty of : . bad 
y~~but of 

• 
the 

• an age his recollections were 
years Although 

:: .IIj. '<:1 ucifixion, . he • 

with multitudes done so. hl 
are in possession of contempora-

. rec9m of the' order, to the , 
, laid by Sir George . . in his 
work on the credibility of ROloan' • In 

Sir George rigidly value of 
evidence. As it is on a subject purely 

and is to be rigid in its . 
historical evidence, I to it with confidence. r 

, 

.. Let us test, by . experience, the value of 
recollections are only . 

• • 
old. The repeal of the laws took place at 

of time from the present • 
are old have recollection 
the events by which it brought bout; and while 

continue alive, it be jllJpossible to enci.de 
chjef in it . a of fable, so as to hide the 

of the events. later occu I'l'ed 
revolution in France, which expelled Louis P .. ppe. 
recollections of event are so fresh as to render it 

that become the prey of of 
. stories it. Such stories y 

up after the of considerable inter va}~ of tilne, 
the recollection of events lost its and 

the genelation which them died out. 

• • 

• 

• 
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lie-

• 

It tile one only • • .. . 

of 
.. 
m 

.be-

• 2. 

Dot the 

IIlay -d ot 
to this one 

are too 
the 

, In the 

Dot a 
to this 
• mit 

• • 

• • 

• 

-

• 

• 
" 

• 
111 

ean be 

Paul believe- ift 

on 
He-

.. , 

to-o~er 

if res 

• m 
One 

to the 
tiOft 

IS a delusion.· 
. tNt he 

!Nt tJ,at he bad 
to he- be-

in it' as as he did. Re refers to it in the 
j he refers to it the incidental man-

ner, as the . of the 
or those to whom he 

ac::cept his 
.aothing is more 

references to an el'ellt. 
those to he 
common bellef'· them. 

both of hinlself 
calculates 

the 
. a set olin-

the 
all about 

observe how 

• 
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. the 

we 

• be 
St. J»aul 

rJilt and 

-our, 
• 

alll)de, to it, 
• • 

of it. lV.e 
• 

<qy miD.: 

letters;* • 

of • 

'lis .for conl.'o-
• 

3. There are • m 
• 

• 

fietC'ely 
Jetten 

than any lother -in! 
in two ·of .these 

-In -the 
w~ · 

~o .St. PauL He 
" . which 

• 

name of Peter ,; -a third which 
as . 

I . .. I ... : ,a ,patty whi~b .to . 
("'')ue of ,these ( went ,.the . extreme : 

. JUs rigid to IIIe ,lIpostO/"'" (JfI ,1114 . 
.• . ,1/1 ,11u . 

• 

: No ·portion .of .the ,second 
with .with ,this I 

them.t 
being the of 
rtbat if the po c ty in 

• m • 'CbUI .• ::b, 
to his 

held . views the 
of J . 

: . .of the entire t de(en~ ,he puts in 
. He puts ! the question, "Haw I 

.• 'See ·Appevdix. t See i\ 
• 

• 

:by 

" . " 

• 
~t 

• 

• 

• 

, 
• 

• , 

• 
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the 
It . 

of 

• 

of 

• 

'" I do 
he 

·bis 

they 
of the 

, 

• a'l ' 

• 

• 
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' . 
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, , 

, 

, . ' • 

sOme yoU; 8Ubv~ 
Ie St. Ul's beHeE, and 'thai, 'of 

I ott thil'~' point; ' Dot 'at eritire 
in his senses would have ' ' • no , . . 

down ' such a 
ana tiS . inlbe 

, I 

~tire letter.' ;.". I 

, 

• 15' ' , 

• tel.na 
'. , . ... , 

, -. . . , 
• 

; 5. But the, fh,uished by this letter pes 
'the ' mere belief the is . 

· it' senft to; theM. ' It involves the, " ' 
, 

of ' other chtu ches, viz., that of the -
at ' Antioch~ of 

Cfiristianity, and' of the of J ' 
-

and 'it up to a . earlier ' St. Paul 
ents , -J . 

to be ' of St Peter ' St. 
'St. Paul, m Second , 

• 

bis 
was so halluony with that of -, 

tWo chiefs of Jewish Church. St. 
opponents ' belonged to the most 
eltreme J uadizing in Church, and 

that the obserVati~ of the law of Mo!es, 
rites and . an ' 'ef 

. Yet this at one Paul in 
believing that the resuliecUon of Jesus was a fact If so, 
the whole ] ewish ChurCh, ' eYeD its most extreme meD;l-
bets, eoncm red in that belief. The second 

it plain the whole Chtllch at Antiocb the 
at the period when St. Peter and St Paul jointly 

,isited it, and involves the fact of St Peter~s tes­
timony to the truth of tbe resUlTection. . alone is 
sUfficient to prove that the belief, that] tsus 
from the no ' but 

, 

, 
• 

, , 

, 

, 

• 

• 

-

• 

, 
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bun:h .• 
' ro J I I 

" If it :bte St. 
• 

. or 
• 

his- point, this a :arch 

Yet 

• 

• 

(' 

• 

• 
• Itl m • .1 , I 

• 

bera 

• 

.be 
of 

• 

did 

• 

. ~y ,1M . 
,founded -

, 

• 

• 

· other ~y 
all · 'the 

,a belief .to 

.the 
of .the 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

evidently 
. ,letter to 

.he:fe1t · 

~. 
• 

.a Jewish 
visited 

its members 
aha istian ught. 

;th~ .fuU «onfidence 
, . the 

.Not . .is .all his 

• 

its . truth, .and . the 
the· of 

,out as 
llu and 

to I be .an apostle-
.the fact a 

.years after the croci­
.Churche$, who .w.ere se~ 

of I . .of 
.in that Jesus 

and that was 
.of .the Cbdstian com-

it . have . {or 
up in . s widely 
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- < ' • 

, 
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" We ·h4ve . found that the belief of , 

, 

, 

, 

:: ~ and ' at and. ' proved 
• . believed ·in by 'from th& • It , 

" e Inay therefore safely infer that it,' 
the entire body situ-

, ' 
It is ,therefore to assert that th belief 

the . of the Gospels up : :Very 
, 

dUling the first centulY, and for the of 
, 

them to have done so, to put off the 
of th,e first three . to its close or the first 

, , 

years of the second. On the contrary, we have 
• e~dence the greatest ,of these mia"ac1es 

implicitly believed in wit· much less' than twenty-
,'eight the 
. 6. This belief evidently not one of recent 

mod~ in which allusion is to it proves that it 
with the first belief in Chi istianity 

, 

was 
on the of . those to whom St. As we 

• 
of them J Cblistians, seen, 

• • 

• been very early con'verts themselves, or 
must have derived their faith from those who , . 

'The in the letter to the ,it .plainly include 
t. 

. testillJony of St. Peter and St. J ames. We ' find, '. 
by a most incidental allusion in the letter to the Romans, 

there were two members of t Church who had 
,embraced Christianity before St. PauL The allusion is so 
,incidental, that it is worth quoting. It OCClllS in the 

of a . num of salutations, "Salute 
, and Junia, my . and my fellow- . who 

.are of note the apostles, who were in 
before me." Yet they were all on this 

Paul believed it from his conversion, ';.1., 
ten after the :: 



, 
• 

• 

• 

• .... • 
, .. • • • 
• 

• • 

• • • 
• 

• 
• 

His • 

, 

Pe~, J~~s, 
the i fQ, St ~~l ' 
them the ' which he • co II I I 

the ; th~ genetaJly 
of it i and in dle fifteenth to th~ 

i ~t Peter and J bad seen] 
after He . from the Let it be 

in the Episde to the Galatians he . 
he paid Peter a ~it of fifteen days, three yeals 

his . conversion.;. and .duling· . visit, he 
intetvi~ with • We ot err, there-

that have here the direct testimony • 
ID 

, 

of these mep" ~ey had seen the risen ] esus. 
• 

It 

a 

therefore, tha. ;the belief in, the Resmlection 
that on which the C nreb " reconstructed imme­

after the Ci ucifixioD" 
7. Sl. Paql in the · . to the Corinthians, 

d finite statement Wi to a numher of pelsons who 
. seen Jesus after He risen from 

the . He tell us that on on~ . He was seen 
by more than five hundr~.d persons at once, of whom the 

i.e., more than two hundred and fifty, were 
still living he wrote. N' ' how St. Pau~ 
· making this assertion, put himself in the hands of 

opponents who denied his apostleship. If the 
was not generally believed to be true, the 

between tht m Illight have been.put an end to 
then and there, by a simple exposure of the falseh of 

a 1. But if these five hundred persons 
y thought that they seen Jesus Chxist alive after 

He was :: · how is it possible to account for so 
• 

singular a fact, on the supposition of its 
truth ? 

• 
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• 

xv. '14t 2S , and 
• • 

• • 

• 

Church 
• 

ofa 
info its 

I 

• • 

, 
• 

by the future a great spjl'~'_lJa1 
. Yet, defective they . 

t , ... " 

tes1J1lection of bad a one see 
• 

,xv. 12' "~7. apostle prt}sses them .. the 
. lIpw can you d~ny the 

• • resu.jection , you . . . . ' 

rose from the dead? If thiS latter POlJ1.t 
Dot the foundation of the faitl;l of the ChUM ch, 
might have short work of the apostle 'his 

. by sianply tl nth of the bodily , 
hOD of J This cil'cumstance also 

were SODS in the Church to whom this letter 
.-

. were far · from . ng disposed readily to 
in a story of a resu'nection from the dead. I~ 

• 

. they were not over-credulow;. . 
e are now in a position most positively to i that 

of the reslll'Iection of Jesus Christ was DO fiction 
, grew up . the latter of the first cen-

, but that it ,a y believed in by those whO 
the new im to 'Christian Church after' the 

of its Founder. I have not quoted the testi. 
of the spels to prove this, because my opponen~ 

deny its validity. I ve simply deduced it from histori­
docum ts, which they allow to be genuine. It is 

erident, therefore, that one miracle nanated in these 
, is not a late-invented • It . for me 

,inquire this belief could have rested on a 
. before doing 80, I will sum up briefly the 

points I have proved on the . .. evidence .. 
-

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
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I. 
the 

• • 

• 

• 
• 

• 

the one of its 
Jisen 6010 the 

period there 

the 
distinction of 

•• 

hUDdled believed 
two 

they 

l: 

• 

Him 
3. That it . 

< 

ve after His ;: 3 

believed in the 
• 

as the of its 
from the date of the 

~ the whole 
J'e!ltJllection of its 

I 

4- 1"hat the belief in the : of the 
held by St. Paul most violent opponents. 

at least of the . es asserted 
seen J esus ,Chi ist alive after His death. 

a belief that He I isen from the 
its renewed 

was 
to the 

plOVed on unquestionable evidence 
n - histOi ical it . for me to 

er they are consistent with other 
the belief in theal} was founded on 

a . 
There are three, and only; possible aIte. natives :~ 

. I. The reslllleclion of Jesus . a filet; or, 
:I. The belief of the Chu in it the result of a 

deli yand consciously concoc ; or, 
3· The followers of J the victims 

ofa 
I deem myself exonerated from the necessity of 

• the second of . because it has :"11' -
abandoned as untenable by all eloinent modem 

un 
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NA,O 
, • 
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to 
the it 

• • 

• 

.. • 

is, Jesus did not really die, ·but 
the cross in a swoon, from He 

.woke in the sepulchre; that He to creep out 
in an exhausted <state, lived in retirement, died 

, 

To . last supposition I reply first I 
it was possible for a man ho bad been suspended for 

hours on the cross, if taken and 
to recover. This, as by 

happened to one of his friends, though it 
tbe exception, for two out of three died under cure. But 
in the case of Jesus, have to meet the fact that He 
was in the hands of His enemies, who would seen 
to His as a caim' had been publiely 
executed; and thus have put the possibility of 

of the question. It is true that our Gospels assert 
Pilate gave His body to His friends. But my 

opponents affinn that the whole account is unhistorical. 
If, however, they accept the statements of the Gospels 
on this point, they are bound also to accept their further 

· , 
• 

• 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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left hi 
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• I • 

m 

" 

, 

• 

/slo 

• 

to 
it, and 
with a 

• 

llil 

that the 
'. It intened, 

He . history, 
that He from the dead, 

the theory He . 
alive are to· He died from exhaus-
tion N ow it • . '" that if He left 
the alive, He have ' kept in conceal· 
ment o~t of the y of His enemies; those who had 

in .:. ucifying Him would not have allowed 
Dim to remain undisturbed. It is also evident, that if 
He lived in concealment, His (pllowers had access to 
HUn, or they bad Dot; if the was case, it 

have to have wounded 
4ying from for the Messiah of Jewish 

or to have this into a resur-
rection from the dead. But if they never Him, 
then ' belief in resolves itself into 
the of aitnple ulity and fanaticism. 

But a Messiah clept out of His and died 
from shortly S, Dot one who 
could have the of the commnnity which 

. n <aushed by His clucifixion. They had expected 
Him to· the Messiah; and, 10, a cross was the 
only tbaone Him. Yet it is the most . of 

facts, the community coiluuenced a 
new liCe immediately after its foundation 

by His execution. Nothing but a resull'ection, 
or one which . . for a " could have 
lei ved the pm pose. Something bad to be done, and 

quickly. Without it the Chu.ch must have pelished 
• m ve of ita 

• 



• 

• • 

• • 

• 

• 

Cltrist. 

'there is not a single .' in history the place ' 
. by 'a, new ' J who assumed the . -

~ of the Messiah, which had been tendered 
'Ci abtixion o{ Jesus, or even _by His retirement, it 

• • 
I some event 'must have · place, 
Rirn to occupy the place which He 
in the opinion of His followers. I t is 

if He supposed to be alive, living in retirement, 
have never" succeeded in revi vir: the 

, 

The Church had before it the altelnative of 
• 

a Messiah or perishing. If it be urged, that if 
1 in creeping out.of His ve, and living 
in retirement, after an interval of time thi~ might ve 
gt'9tm up into the idea of' His resurrection, the requisite 
, "'is not to be ; for while the idea was . 
~~ Church would have become extinct, a nd I ve 

, 

~ved that the belief in the resnc rection be 
Up a short intel val after the cc ucifixion, so that 
the uisite tune possibly be found. 
.~' I proceed to examine the question, whether it 
was possible that the . followers of Jesus could 

• , 

deceived into a belief of -His resurrection by 
of their enthusiasm and credulity. Nothing is 

than to assert that some one of them ' fancied that 
he had seen Him alive, and communicated his enthusiasm 
to the ' ; and that others got into their heads Silllilai 
fancies, mistook them for realities. But in practi 
lite things are not easy nor possible; for they 

all the {acts of human nature. 
I , assume, for the of ai'gument, 

the followers of Jesus were men of the blose 
unbounded credulity and enthusiasm; only observing that 

have not one atom of evidence for the assumption. 

• 

-



• '. 

• • 
• • • 

• 
• 

• 

• -

'E · 
• 

• 

Let it be 
, credulity 

that the profoundest" 
I" · . :. uruts, It never yet 

: 10 overstep. A belief in a cellain round of 
is one which 
; and a number of 

are accepted by them, on little or no 
It is vely to get men to 

believe they have seen gh~sts, still easier that othen 
have seen then,. But there is mal vel which human 
credulity not been induced to accept, a man 

within 
found ' in . 

°th his 

died, been seen and 
reality. believe no case can be 

in a ~tbeha~ 
eyes a human body revivified after it 

• The old Pagans, who accepted super-
naturalism enough, would have scoffed such a belief 
as I· beyond the bounds of the I am aware 
that a old stories exist about men were 

• 

brought from the other ; but they belong to 
, a nd placed by the in the 

remotest of the Evidence a ' ever , 

y believed he had seen and con-
with one who bad been from the dead, 

scoffs ,.t the idea. 
IJ; then, it is a most difficult thing to get a singie 

is in possession of his reason, to believe that 
be held colluDunications with one who 

revivifi shall we y as to 
getting a considerable number, not to speak of the five 
hundred persons mentioned by Sl Paul, to believe in such 
a fact. Yet nUlubers must have believed 

fact the Church could have comulenced its 
Such beliefs are only they 



• 

• .... . 
, 

• 

• 
• • 

Carisl. ' 
• • 

reports at 'second hand, ~r after long 
of tialle. This latter condition is absolutely . 

But as I have proved the ·belief in the 
I 

• 

• 

of Jesus must have originated within a very 
after his CI ucifixion, it is to 

, any supposition which renders it necessa.y to 
invoke the aid of a long interval of time to bling it 

, There is no such interval at our in 
the present case. The historical evidence is over­
whelming, that the belief in the. resurrection of Jesus 

.the . . nt of the 'life of the Church. 
It is evident, therefore, t, under any conceivable 

of the a belief in a . if entertained 
by any considerable number of people, must have 
. to No alDount of credulity can account for 
its rapid dissemination. How long would it to 

one hUD d of the most credulous persons in 
London a who been executed at Newgate, 
and blllied In the custody of the authorities, had not 
only ai. peared alive aga,in, but . had actually conve. sed 
with some of them, and to unite them into a community 
on the basis of this belief? It is obvious that such a 

• 

if possible at all, could only grow up after a 
number of ; and only then among 

who did not to have seen the dead luan 
revived Before it could have n possible, 
must have fad and events must have been 

removed into the obscllI ity of the past I put . it to my 
opponents to say how many they think that it would 
require to render such an operation possible. Would ten, 
fifteen, or twenty suffice? Until this had taken place no 
development of the Church was possible. Yet the Church 

immediately. But with respect to the resul'lection 
• • 

• 

.. 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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, 

or J eius Christ, I the most· 
, , 

it . . ~lieved 1)y the entire , 

its ' . rested, 
• , 

the 
• 

on 
after the ~ . ; 
, , 

. fui th~: ~e belief'in the reslJllection was 
• 

belief, like that a common .. . story, or an 
Such . and end in 

Bu\ an power sufficient to recon-
the ChInch. It ' not tile me{e belief en ' , 

but one which . the weight of an 
belief . on itself until within 

• 

it had fi yestablished itself in 
the cities Qf the Roman Empire, and had long 

itself '" of standing the test of c-
.. I t must, therefore, been a profound con-

viction' and not a sentimental dream. in history 
will you find a y . community, or any 

• 
institution all, founded on the belief 

a man, had been rose again from the 
? Let us consider the state of 'things dill ing the 

days, or or even months, which must have fol-
• 

lowed the CI ucifixion. The devoted followers of Jesus 
'brought themselves into a Belief that a new king­

dom of God was about to be established in His person. 
H public execution have extinguished the hope 

it Id be established by Him. Could all the 
. and in the world have thought other-

? even, that a fanatic had reported 
she seen Him alive some hours, days, or months 

: His depressed followers have been 
if He did not to them? Would such a 

to a bIas institution, which 
no of except in its Founder's life? 

• 
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of 

. tbe 
• 

• 

Him 
• 

COnduct. 

, . , . , 
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I .have hitbe. to wi eld from quoting the 

, 
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252 . His~ , 

• 

of the • portion of the evidence of the 
y reason for llaving • . those 

I am· they are 
• 

. I therefore only employed . which they 
these I have shown the 

the highest evidence 
No event in history a 

It was believed in by the Chulch as the 
gIound of its existence. The Chu tom by pal ties. 

adverse parties in the Cbulch believed it It 
in by chul ches from one 

; it impa I ted to them all their· • It was be-
Jieved in by the ] Chu I en ; it fOI med the 

of its renewed existence. If a fact, it fully 
for it Peter that he seen Jesus 

· after He risen from the ; so did J ames, so 
did all the so did more five hundred others. 
Paul believed be had seen Hiln ; . be-
lief of his him from a persecutor into a 
of .., and caused him to devote the whole of 

to the self-denying labours in its . 
Such being the case, I am now in a , position to 

restore the (iospels to their as historical 
documents. With these facts it is for 
unbelievers to affirm, as far as the resuneclion is 
CODcel ned, they by authors 

the events which they profess to record 
The truth of the of Chi ist can be proved 
independently of their testimony; but their statements 

-• I • 

. event are strictly in . the 
facts which I bave to be . They fully 
corroborate them, and offer a rational of 

• The fOlll th asserts on three occa-
• 
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• 
• 

. ·be J in a as ' to 
. 110 dOubt of the truth of His actual 

• • 

au:oun~ of ~e three others are, # but 
. . ves of They desc. ibe 

of Jesus Christ after He 0 

the at He afforded to His disciples .the . , 
, . " -

testing the reality of Ilis by their 

, . -It. be asse~d their .. . 
• contam 

. tions which are difficult to one 
• 

.in their minute I 0 that such is the fact, 

• 

to whO 
it from the peculiar fOI III of . . 
the Gospels belong. They are not 

-but religious memoirs; as su they do not 
to fin .. ish US with a complete and continuous 

But they agree in all their great features 
to the conditions of the The evcrnts 

of the day of the . must have the 
~ollowers of Jesus into the greatest excitement. The 
accounts, as we them in the first three io 

• 

exactly such as should expect from men and women 
under similar dcculUstanceso They are broken, dis-

. . attempt being made to ve them 
into a complete whole; yet,· all the facts, their 
testimony agrees. This is what they should be, if they 

. the not of forgers, not of myths or legends, 
but of genuine· We y not be able to re-
concile the . details; of this difficulty unbelievers 

• 

iD9de the most they Let them and 
attend to one of their greatest authorities. The West-

. them that the habit of ca i'ping at 
minor is useless. All contain 

or, if you like to them, contradictions, on 

• 

• 

• • 

, 

• 
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points. 
• 

ev 

• 

to 
in the 

• 

• 

• 

, • ,. 
• , 

• 

• 

* 
of the 

&hey .any 
them. Above all, Ie~ not calp. at . 

; but in the tfUtb or .. 
of the restJl'lection of Jesus Cluist; with .the 

. o£ the · · ·T 
or 

• 
• • See the 

: . . 
(or January. 1813 

, 

• 

." .J. • 

the case 

therefore 
• , Just as 

meet 
• 

of 

• 
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A PEN 
• , 

• , 
I the important in .hich 

• 
i$ . to the KMvnef:tion, with such obiervatiODS .. are 
for out historical value. 

t 3-5 : " His Son. who was made o( the 
of David according to the and declared to be the SOD of God 

power, to the Spirit of holineu, ~ Ille 
" • , 

the as it at the of the 
p~ves that the Wi iter was firmly penuaded that those to 

he wiote were equally of the fact of the 
tionuhe~ ... 

St. Paul concludes. long with these words: . 
ii. 16: .. In the day when . shall judge the of 

I? ell,isl, to my gospel." 
The here is and and th~refore most 

The position to Chi ist as future Judge, shows 
that the whole the of I lis resul.ection as one 
heyoDd all question. 

Rom. iv. 24t 25: ' "To whom alao it shall be imputed, if we 
believe on Him WM lip 7 1*, lm'ti fro", llu who was 
delivered for our offences, was (or our justification. " 

a doctrinal use o( the resurrection proves the fact had 
accepted by the '!oS it would have 'ble 

it in this way if it a recent invention. Let it 

• 

that : contained a J and Gentile . 
and planted quite of the a r ostlt". 

It follows, therefore, that the must have accepted 
as the of Cbriltianity by the fOllnders of 

• 

• 

• • 

• • 

• 
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• 

• I 

Y. 10: II For if when we were we 
being to (~ by the of Hit much 

• 

the 

be IJ' AU ." 
incidental, and thereCore a tbong evidence of 
of the fact. 

vi. 3-11 :-.KDow ~ not, that at of Us at were hap-
J were ~"ptiJed into bis death? Therefore we 

&Ie boded by into that, like at 
1M by the glory of die Father, even 10 we also 
in of life. For if we have been planted together 

of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His 
• 

that our old is crucified with him. 
that the body of siD: be that henceforth we should 

• 

not serYe sin. For he who deed 6eed from sin. Now if we be 
dead we ~eve that we liw witA Him. 

unto 

unto 

the 

that· killK frt1fllllu dieth no more ; "eaL~ 
_ IIUJfY tIWT Hi",. For in that He died, He died 

once; but in that He 1iwt4, He Likewise 
ye to be indeed unto sin, but alive 

thloagb J our Lord. " 
is: of It refers to the fact of 

, incidentally, and inferentially. The 
death and 88 exhibited in hap-

the 
thOle who 

to its moral pow~ at a to bolin 
the and its of future life 

, aU imply the in it, was the very foundation of 
that which bad by the Roman 

from which they aDd was a of the . -bad derived faith. 
vii. 4 : " Wherefore. my ye are dead 

to the law by the body of Christ, that ye should be JUall ied to 
, nJeJI 14 H""" roM " 1M that we sbould 

forth fruit God" 
'l'he argument is b(le very , as anyone will see 

who the entire context. The alluaion to the sbows 
that that fact was never absent from the WI iter s thoughts, and proves 
that be was of opinion that it was little so from those to whom 
he wrote. 

oil. 10, II: "And f Chriat be in you, the body is dead 
of sin, bat the Ipirit is life of ; for if 

• 
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• 

~ Kbo tJuu 't"tIi1if!l wI 7mu. 1M , dw-rll in you,. HI. 
Y Cjrj,rf tIu . . . quicken ' , mortal 

by'llis tIl&t dwelleth U, yo~." I ' " 

viii. 17.: Ie if children. then b~ of and 
heits with, . if $0 be that we with Him, that we 

k " , ~ 
, • viii. 33, 34 : .. "Who shall lay to the charge of 

;. elect '1 It is that justifieth. Who , · be ... 'that con-
'1 It is that died, yea rather, it rism agui", 

'even 'at the right band of God, who also ' intelcession 
• 

UL" r ' 
• 

. • ~ 'l'bese references are . incidental. ' N othiug was 
from the wtiter's than the intention to make direct 

about the resunection of Christ. He is thiOugh-
, 

the chapter on some of the subjects of Christian thought. 
his to the ate at once and 

and prove that the belief in it was, inte. woven into the 
~ texnue of his thoughts; and, as he considered, into those 
to whom he wiote. 

Roin. x. 6-9: .. But the which is of faith speaketh 
this, · Say not in thine heart, Who ascend into heaven ? 

(~t., to, bring down from above:) or, Who descend into 
the '1 (i.t., to . up CArist agai" tilt tkad.) But what 

it '1 The word is . thee, even in thy' mouth, and in thine heart, 
(i.t., ~e wold of faith which we preach). For if thou shalt 
with thy ~outh the Lord J eS1'S, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised Him IAt dmd, thou !balt be saved." , 

The reasoning in this is difficult, owing to the fact that it 
allusions to in the Old Testament, which none 

bat those who were with would catcb the . of. 
It proves that the writer calculated that to whom he wiote 

very familiar witb them. Of a precisely similar are 
the two references to the resurrection, and they would have 
without meaning, except to wbo admitted their docttinal 
YIlue. • 

Rom. xiv. 7-9 I "For none of us liveth unto himself, and no 
dieth unto bimself; for wbetlier we live, we live unto the 
; and wbether we die, we die UDto the Lord: for to this end 

died tufd IWt, that He might be Lord both of the dead 
" 

• - • 3 
, 

• 

, 
• 

• 

• 

, 

, 
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&nd 
oftbat 

• 

.. 

• 

• 

For 

• • 
• 

• 

• 

.. 
of 

the 

in . ~ the 
to He 

on . live and die to 
that 

the 
duty to the 1t to : of any 
to ~ ..,-hich show its 

iDftaence Oft the :~ or its 
u a (aCI. 

cartier 
or . 

in the 
'Ibe 

. ' I Cor. i. 1. 8 : •• So that Je' 
1M D/ t1IW ,lmw 
the ye be 

1 2bese to~is 

to the 
ones are of the 

behind in no • , 
: .... ho also 

ill llu qf till,. Lord ~ 

of the The 
the prior 
of the 

Similar 
the two . 

are 

ftw 
you to 
C,\,'isl. 

of 
apply to 

I Cor. iv. 5 :' "1'herefore the time, ""m 
&tnIU, who wi)] to the bidden of dark· 

aDd the 0 of the " 
I Cor. v. .., S :. "In the name of Lord J esas when 

ye are , and my spirit, tIu of OW' 

C"r~i, to such an Satan for the de-
af the fteah that the be saved i,. llu day of llu 

I Cor. ix. I, 2; H DOt I an ? am I not b-ee? I 
tIIIIltJIII CAliJt tJIII' I aae y~ not my in the Lord? 
If I not aD to others, yet doubt! I to you," etc. 

The whole of is to the paity in church 
wbich denied Paul'. to be an It obvious that this pat ty 

have fully in the resnnoc:tian of as the ground 
of their it been nothing short of • 

could have induced the to write as he has done 
out the entire- chapter. 

1 Cor. xi. 23-26: U For I received ot the Lord 
you, how that the J the 

He wu bchayecl. " " For as 

which J 
night in 

asyeeAt 
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ti/IIIII. " 
we have ... 

.this yedo 

of the 
which ... to be 

the , 

• 

259 
• 

dathti/l 

of. the rite • 

In 
• • 

of .'": • of it in the 
• • 

:.f?1a of • carnes 
to the VeTf period of the CI ucifixion by. ODe of the 

. ¥ et .. the whole proves that while 
designed to a memory of the 

it was united with a in IIis 
. up the hist<»;ica1 of that event to 

directly the 
i J ·Cor~ xv. 3-20 ,. "For I delivered unto you 6Jst of all that 

which I also received, how that'Cb.ist died·for our . to 
; aDd that He WAS buried, and that He rNe the 

thinl day according to the Scriptures; and He ~ of 
; then of the twelve; after that, He 1lJQS • of abov.e five ' 

at once; of whom the greater 
but some are fallen asleep. After that, He fQ(U • of 

; then oC-all the apostles ; aDd last of all, He was " of m~, 
, 

of ODe bom out of due For I the leaSt of the 
that DOt to be caned an apostle, because I ~e 

of Now if be you that lie rlJse 
flu how say sollie you that there 'is no 

the d~d 1 But if there is DO resullection of the 
, 

u fIIJt CAlill risen. ADd if lie IIIJI risen, then our 

false 
tbatHe 

and your faith is · also vain. Yea, aDd we are 
of; we have testified of God, 

~p whom He raised 1101 ~p, if so be that the 
not. For if the dead rise not, then is 1IIJt CArist . 

And if CArist!Je IIOt rais«l, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your 
Then they also who are fallen asleep in :: are perished. 

If in tbi,liIe 001,. we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
But is CArist tAe and become the 

of th that slept." 
I have in the body of tbe : re on tbe. 

of I need not 
there said. I only add, that it seems to me 

I have 
ble to 

lad it, to a doubt that the :- of the 
accept-ed by all the palties into which Cburch was 

• 

, 

• • 

• 

, 
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• .. 
J but it the OIl 

after the " • 
2 Cor. i. 2: ,e be to yoU, aDd God the 

andfrDIJII 1M n • 

2 Cor. Ii. 10: " To ye Coqpve I forgive ; 
for I to 
I it ;. tAl t!I " 

2 Cor. Iv. 10, 14: "AI .. ,. 
the Lord 1 esus, that tIu life 
in oar body. that He 

III 6;y and 

I it. for forgave 

about in the body the of 
t!f might be II,ade 

,.ilUM ".I tIu 
us with you." 

Here we have a of direct and references, all 
that the of the was the (oundation which 

UDderlay aU thought. 
2 Cor. v. 13-15: ' .. For whether we be beside it is to 

; or whether we be lOber, it is (or your cause. For the love of 
Christ us .; we that if one died (or 
aU, then were aU dead; and that He died (or all, that they which 
nve not live unto ves, but 141110 Him tIuJJ 

/tW tlum, and r"s~ " etc., etc. • 
'In thia the of set before us as the 

on which Christian seJ.(·sa.cl'ifice rests, and a.c; the ,new 
spiritual power which has CI'eated by Christianity. 

2 Cor. xi. 3-5 : "But I fear, by any means, as the sel pent 
Eve his subtUty, so your minds should be cor-

rupted from the thAt is in Christ. For if he that cometh 
j Ynu filM'" tIM NIl • or i( ye , " 

receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or anIJtlur gospel, 
flJAkA ,,~_ ye well with him. For I 
suppose that I not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles," 
etc., etc. 

This is a very one, and the is carried 
on tbloughout the of the In it the apostle comes 

to face with the party in this ::- in opposition to 
The w will see that h . ",ery often the strongest irony 
in dealing them. Yet, in the I cited, he distinctly 
avers that the 1esus whom they difFered in no substantial 
point of historic:al outline from his ow... The i cader should 
that by the expreSsion' '''He that " " " , ';, the apostle evidently 

means 1 who to represent the vieW5 of 
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• • 

, 
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• • . , 
• • • 

• 

• , • 

of the We have here a distinct 
• 

ha~e believed from the first in the . , If it 
DOt 10, St. ,Paul would have placed in the ~"el' 
opponents, thiJ letter was read to the ChUich. 

.. , Cor. , 8, 9 :,. "For this thing I the Lord t~aice, 
it from me. And He said, *11111 1M, My · u. 

'.lor tA.: for Wly slr~gtA is per/tid ill 
wiJJ I I'ather glory in my infillnities, that the power 

rest me . 
• ,Cor, ~ii. 3. 4: ' Since ye seek a proof of Chtist spealring in me 

• 
. towud YOJl is not but is mighty in you. For though 

• 

c.ucified tb.,oogh yet He' by tAe of God. 
,.-e 'alto are weak in Him, but we Jiue witll Him by the 
• 

of God toward you." .. 
. Notliing, can be more incidental than su~ allusions. 

Tbe and second chapters of the Epistle to the COD- . 

the Ita'O.est historical proof that the belief in the resurrection 
Christ constituted the one sole and only ground of the 

of the Church. To quote them . would weaken 
force of the historical evidence which they supply. You must 

read for yourse1 . I will, however, in 
u "'~y distinct propositioDi the facts which they assed, and .the 

following from them. . 
I. St. Paul begins by distinctly affil wing that the fact of t"e 

WitS the ground of.bis claim to the apostleship. 
2. A patty existed in the who were most 

to his claiaus. 
3- This did not dispute the fact of our Lord's resunection,. 
4- They professed to repl'esent the views of the Churches in J udrea, 

those of their chief men. 
S· St. Paul to have derived his gospel, not from hut .an 

but by revelation from Jesus Christ. 
6. His belief in the resurrection as a fact, converted from a 

of the Chulch into a preacher of the gospel. 
years ~er . conve. sion he vis~ted Peter .and J at 

for a period of fifteen days, but saw none of the (,,!her 
These two apostles must therefore have with Paul 

Ia believing in the reilUlection as a fact. 
8. years after he visited the ChUl'cb at J ex-

to its chiefs the gospel which he preached among the 
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lbe Chun'bel of Antioch and with th • 'The : 
of is very . "1 am with Christ: never-

I Uye, Dot I. liveth in lQe ; the life which 
I DOW Uve in the flesh I U e by the of the Son of who 
Jond me. and gave Die. " 
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