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AMERICAN IDEALS

meet them, let us abandon all talk of devotion to the
Monroe Doctrine or to the honor of the American
name.

This nation cannot stand still if it is to retain its self-
respect, and to keep undimmed the honorable traditions
inherited from the men who with the sword founded it
and by the sword preserved it. We ask that the work
of upbuilding the navy, and of putting the United
States where it should be put among maritime powers,
go forward without a break. We ask this not in the
interest of war, but in the interest of peace. No nation
should ever wage war wantonly, but no nation should
ever avoid it at the cost of the loss of national honor.
A nation should never fight unless forced to; but it
should always be ready to fight. The mere fact that it
is ready will generally spare it the necessity of fighting.
If this country now had a fleet of twenty battleships
their existence would make it all the more likely that
we should not have war. It is very important that we
should, as a race, keep the virile fighting qualities and
should be ready to use them at need; but it is not at
all important to use them unless there is need. One of
the surest ways to attain these qualities is to keep our
navy in first-class trim. There never is, and never has
been, on our part a desire to use a weapon because of
its being well-tempered. There is not the least danger
that the possession of a good navy will render this coun-
try overbearing toward its neighbors. The direct con-
trary is the truth.

An unmanly desire to avoid a quarrel is often the
surest way to precipitate one; and utter unreadiness to
fight is even surer. If at the time of our trouble with
Chile, six years ago, we had not already possessed the
nucleus of the new navy we should almost certainly
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have been forced into fighting, and even as it was trouble
was only averted because of the resolute stand then
taken by the President and by the officers of the navy
who were on the spot. If at that time the Chileans had
been able to get ready the battleship which was build-
ing for them, a war would almost certainly have fol-
lowed, for we had no battleship to put against it.

If in the future we have war, it will almost certainly
come because of some action, or lack of action, on our
part in the way of refusing to accept responsibilities at
the proper time, or failing to prepare for war when war
does not threaten. An ignoble peace is even worse than
an unsuccessful war; but an unsuccessful war would
leave behind it a legacy of bitter memories which would
hurt our national development for a generation to come.
It is true that no nation could actually conquer us,
owing to our isolated position; but we would be seri-
ously harmed, even materially, by disasters that stopped
far short of conquest; and in these matters, which are
far more important than things material, we could
readily be damaged beyond repair. No material loss
can begin to compensate for the loss of national self-
respect. The damage to our commercial interests by
the destruction of one of our coast cities would be as
nothing compared to the humiliation which would be
felt by every American worthy of the name if we had
to submit to such an injury without amply avenging it.
It has been finely said that “a gentleman is one who is
willing to lay down his life for little things”; that is for
those things which seem little to the man who cares
only whether shares rise or fall in value, and to the
timid doctrinaire who preaches timid peace from his
cloistered study.

Much of that which is best and highest in national
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character is made up of glorious memories and tradi-
tions. The fight well fought, the life honorably lived,
the death bravely met—those count for more in build-
ing a high and fine type of temper in a nation than any
possible. success in the stock-market, than any possible
prosperity in commerce or manufactures. A rich banker
may be a valuable and useful citizen, but not a thousand
rich bankers can leave to the country such a heritage
as Farragut left, when, lashed in the rigging of the Hart-
Jford, he forged past the forts and over the unseen death
below, to try his wooden stem against the ironclad hull
of the great Confederate ram. The people of some given
section of our country may be better off because a
shrewd and wealthy man has built up therein a great
manufacturing business, or has extended a line of rail-
road past its doors; but the whole nation is better, the
v.vhole nation is braver, because Cushing pushed his
little torpedo-boat through the darkness to sink beside
the sinking Albemarle.

Every feat of heroism makes us forever indebted to
the man who performed it. All daring and courage, all
ron endurance of misfortune, all devotion to the ideal
of honor and the glory of the flag, make for a finer and
nobler type of manhood. It is not only those who do
and dare and endure that are benefited; but also the
countless thousands who are not themselves called upon
to face the peril, to show the strength, or to win the re-
ward. All of us lift our heads higher because those of
our countrymen whose trade it is to meet danger have
met 1t well and bravely. All of us are poorer for every
base or ignoble deed done by an American, for every in-
stance of selfishness or weakness or folly on the part of
the people as a whole. We are all worse off when any
of us fails at any point in his duty toward the State in
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time of peace, or his duty toward the State in time of
war. If ever we had to meet defeat at the hands of a
foreign foe, or had to submit tamely to wrong or insult,
every man among us worthy of the name of American
would feel dishonored and debased. On the other hand,
the memory of every triumph won by Americans, by
just so much helps to make each American nobler and
better. Every man among us is more fit to meet the
duties and responsibilities of citizenship because of the
perils over which, in the past, the nation has triumphed;
because of the blood and sweat and tears, the labor and
the anguish, through which, in the days that have gone,
our forefathers moved on to triumph. There are higher
things in this life than the soft and easy enjoyment of
material comfort. It is through strife, or the readiness
for strife, that a nation must win greatness. We ask
for a great navy, partly because we think that the pos-
session of such a navy is the surest guarantee of peace,
and partly because we feel that no national life is worth
having if the nation is not willing, when the need shall
arise, to stake everything on the supreme arbitrament
of war, and to pour out its blood, its treasure, and its
tears like water, rather than submit to the loss of honor
and renown.

In closing, let me repeat that we ask for a great navy,
we ask for an armament fit for the nation’s needs, not
primarily to fight, but to avert fighting. Preparedness
deters the foe, and maintains right by the show of ready
might without the use of violence. Peace, like freedom,
is not a gift that tarries long in the hands of cowards,
or of those too feeble or too short-sighted to deserve it;
and we ask to be given the means to insure that honor-
able peace which alone is worth having.

259



THE STRENUOUS LIFE




II.
II1.
Iv.

VI
VII

VIII.
IX.

XII.
XIIIL
XIV.

XV.

XVL
XVIIL
XVIIL

CONTENTS

THE DUTIES OF THE NATION
Tre StrRENUOUs Lire .
ExpaNsioN AND PEACE
MiLitArRY PREPAREDNESS AND UNPREPAREDNESS
TaE Two AMERICAS
MaNHOOD AND STATEHOOD
Narronarn Durres

Tue InpearLs oF WASHINGTON

THE CITIZEN IN POLITICS
CitizENsHIP IN A REPUBLIC
Larrrupe anp Lonerrupe AMoNG REFORMERS
Tur Besr axp tae Goobp
ProMisE AND PERFORMANCE
Frrrow-Feerine as A Poriticar Facron .
Civic HELPFULNESS
Co0-OPERATION AND THE SiMPLE Lire

Tur Eigata anp NintE COMMANDMENTS IN
Porrtics

CORRUPTION .
Tue Pusric PrEess .

“Gop SAVE THE StaTre”™

263

PAGE

267
282
293
307
317
328
342



XXVIL
XXVIIL
XXVIIL
XXIX.
XXX.

CONTENTS

THE BOY AND THE MAN
Tue AMmERICAN Boy
TreE JourNEY ON THE Ripge CRrEST
ATHLETICS, SCHOLARSHIP, AND PUBLIC SERVICE
CHARACTER AND SUCCESS .
TrHE CONDITIONS OF SUCCESS
TaE ADVENTURE OF LiviNg .
“PROFESSIONALISM’ IN SPORTS
StrENGTE AND DECENCY .
CuRI1sTIAN CITIZENSHIP
BrorrERHOOD AND THE HEROIC VIRTUES .
Dury anp SELF-CONTROL .

Arpriep EtHics .

264

PAGE

468
476
482
496
503
511
516
523
527
536
546
549

THE STRENUOUS LIFE



“How dull it is to pause, to make an end,

To rust unburnish’d, not to shine in use!

As tho’ to breathe were life. Life piled on life

Were all too little, and of one to me

Little remains; but every hour is saved

From that eternal silence, something more,

A bringer of new things; and vile it were

For some three suns to store and hoard myself,

And this gray spirit yearning in desire

To follow knowledge like a sinking star,

Beyond the utmost bound of human thought.

. . . My mariners,

Souls that have toil’d, and wrought, and thought with me—
That ever with a frolic welcome took

The thunder and the sunshine, and opposed

Free hearts, free foreheads—you and I are old;

Old age hath yet his honor and his toil;

Death closes all: but something ere the end,

Some work of noble note, may yet be done,—

Push off, and sitting well in order smite
The sounding furrows; for my purpose holds
To sail beyond the sunset, and the baths
Of all the western stars, until I die.”
~—TENNYSON'S “vULysses.”

“Ja! diesem Sinne bin ich ganz ergeben,
Dass ist der Weisheit letzter Schluss;
Nur der verdient sich Freiheit wie das Leben,
Der téglich sie erobern muss,
Und so verbringt, umrungen von Gefahr,
Hier Kindheit, Mann and Greis sein tiichtig Jahr,
Solch’ ein Gewimmel mécht’ ich sehn,
Auf freiem Grund mit freiem Volke stehn.”

—GOETHE’S “pausr.”
ExecuTive Mansion,
Arsany, N, Y.,
September, 1900,

THE DUTIES OF THE NATION

I

THE STRENUOUS LIFE *

Ix speaking to you, men of the greatest city of the
West, men of the State which gave to the country
Lincoln and Grant, men who pre-eminently and dis-
tinctly embody all that is most American in the Amer-
ican character, I wish to preach, not the doctrine of
ignoble ease, but the doctrine of the strenuous life, the
life of toil and effort, of labor and strife; to preach that
highest form of success which comes, not to the man
who desires mere easy peace, but to the man who does
not shrink from danger, from hardship, or from bitter
toil, and who out of these wins the splendid ultimate
triumph.

A life of slothful ease, a life of that peace which springs
merely from lack either of desire or of power to strive
after great things, is as little worthy of a nation as of
an individual. I ask only that what every self-respect-
ing American demands from himself and from his sons
shall be demanded of the American nation as a whole.
Who among you would teach your boys that ease, that
peace, is to be the first consideration in their eyes—to
be the ultimate goal after which they strive? You men
of Chicago have made this city great, you men of II-
linois have done your share, and more than your share,
in making America great, because you neither preach
nor practise such a doctrine. You work yourselves, and
you bring up your sons to work. If you are rich and are

* Speech before the Hamilton Club, Chicago, April 10, 1899.
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worth your salt, you will teach your sons that though
they may have leisure, it is not to be spent in idleness;
for wisely used leisure merely means that those who
possess it, being free from the necessity of working for
their livelihood, are all the more bound to carry on some
kind.of non-remunerative work in science, in letters, in
art, in exploration, in historical research—work of the
?;ype we most need in this country, the successful carry-
ing out of which reflects most honor upon the nation.
We do not admire the man of timid peace. We admire
the man who embodies victorious effort; the man who
never wrongs his neighbor, who is prompt to help a
friend, but who has those virile qualities necessary to
win in ‘the stern strife of actual life. It is hard to fail
l?ut it is worse never to have tried to succeed. In this’
life we get nothing save by effort. Freedom from effort
in the present merely means that there has been stored
up eﬁ’9rt in the past. A man can be freed from the
necessity of work only by the fact that he or his fathers
before him have worked to good purpose. If the free-
dom thus purchased is used aright, and the man still
does ac.tual work, though of a different kind, whether
as a writer or a general, whether in the field of politics
or in the field of exploration and adventure, he shows
he deserves his good fortune. But if he treats this
perfod of freedom from the need of actual labor as a
period, not of preparation, but of mere enjoyment, even
tho.ugh. perhaps not of vicious enjoyment, he shows that
he is simply a cumberer of the earth’s surface, and he
surely unfits himself to hold his own with his fellows if
the need to do so should again arise. A mere life of
ease 1s not in the end a very satisfactory life, and, above

?xll, it is a life which ultimately unfits those who follow
it for serious work in the world.
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In the last analysis a healthy state can exist only
when the men and women who make it up lead clean,
vigorous, healthy lives; when the children are so trained
that they shall endeavor, not to shirk difficulties, but
to overcome them; not to seek ease, but to know how
to wrest triumph from toil and risk. The man must
be glad to do a man’s work, to dare and endure and to
labor; to keep himself, and to keep those dependent
upon him. The woman must be the housewife, the
helpmeet of the homemaker, the wise and fearless
mother of many healthy children. In one of Daudet’s
powerful and melancholy books he speaks of “the fear
of maternity, the haunting terror of the young wife of
the present day.” When such words can be truthfully
written of a nation, that nation is rotten to the heart’s
core. When men fear work or fear righteous war, when
women fear motherhood, they tremble on the brink of
doom; and well it is that they should vanish from the
earth, where they are fit subjects for the scorn of all
men and women who are themselves strong and brave
and high-minded.

As it is with the individual, so it is with the nation.
It is a base untruth to say that happy is the nation that
has no history. Thrice happy is the nation that has a
glorious history. Far better it is to dare mighty things,
to win glorious triumphs, even though checkered by
failure, than to take rank with those poor spirits who
neither enjoy much nor suffer much, because they live
in the gray twilight that knows not victory nor defeat.
If in 1861 the men who loved the Union had believed
that peace was the end of all things, and war and strife
the worst of all things, and had acted up to their belief,
we would have saved hundreds of thousands of lives,
we would have saved hundreds of millions of dollars.
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Moreover, besides saving all the blood and treasure we
then lavished, we would have prevented the heartbreak
of many women, the dissolution of many homes, and
we would have spared the country those months of
gloom and shame when it seemed as if our armies
marched only to defeat. We could have avoided all
this suffering simply by shrinking from strife. And if
we had thus avoided it, we would have shown that we
were weaklings, and that we were unfit to stand among
the great nations of the earth. Thank God for the iron
in the blood of our fathers, the men who upheld the
wisdom of Lincoln, and bore sword or rifle in the armies
of Grant! Let us, the children of the men who proved
themselves equal to the mighty days, let us, the chil-
dlzen of the men who carried the great Civil War to a
triumphant conclusion, praise the God of our fathers
that the ignoble counsels of peace were rejected; that
the suffering and loss, the blackness of sorrow and
despair, were unflinchingly faced, and the years of strife
endured; for in the end the slave was freed, the Union
restored, and the mighty American republic placed once
more as a helmeted queen among nations.

We of this generation do not have to face a task such
as that our fathers faced, but we have our tasks, and
woe to us if we fail to perform them! We cannot, if we
WOI.ﬂd, play the part of China, and be content to rot
.by mche.s in ignoble ease within our borders, taking no
interest in what goes on beyond them, sunk in a scram-
bling commercialism; heedless of the higher life, the life
of aspiration, of toil and risk, busying ourselves only
with the wants of our bodies for the day, until suddenly
we should find, beyond a shadow of question, what
China has already found, that in this world the nation
that has trained itself to a career of unwarlike and iso-
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lated ease is bound, in the end, to go down before other
nations which have not lost the manly and adventurous
qualities. If we are to be a really great people, we must
strive in good faith to play a great part in the world.
We cannot avoid meeting great issues. All that we
can determine for ourselves is whether we shall meet
them well or ill. In 1898 we could not help being
brought face to face with the problem of war with
Spain. All we could decide was whether we should
shrink like cowards from the contest, or enter into it
as beseemed a brave and high-spirited people; and, once
in, whether failure or success should crown our banners.
So it is now. We cannot avoid the responsibilities that
confront us in Hawaii, Cuba, Porto Rico, and the Philip-
pines. All we can decide is whether we shall meet them
in a way that will redound to the national credit, or
whether we shall make of our dealings with these new
problems a dark and shameful page in our history. To
refuse to deal with them at all merely amounts to deal-
ing with them badly. We have a given problem to solve.
If we undertake the solution, there is, of course, always
danger that we may not solve it aright; but to refuse to
undertake the solution simply renders it certain that we
cannot possibly solve it aright. The timid man, the lazy
man, the man who distrusts his country, the overcivi-
lized man, who has lost the great fighting, masterful vir-
tues, the ignorant man, and the man of dull mind, whose
soul is incapable of feeling the mighty lift that thrills
““stern men with empires in their brains” —all these, of
course, shrink from seeing the nation undertake its new
duties; shrink from seeing us build a navy and an army
adequate to our needs; shrink from seeing us do our
share of the world’s work, by bringing order out of chaos
in the great, fair tropic islands from which the valor of
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our soldiers and sailors has driven the Spanish flag
These are the men who fear the strenuous life, who feaI:
the only national life which is really worth leadin
They believe in that cloistered life which saps the hardg'
virtues in a nation, as it saps them in the individual}t
or else th-ey are wedded to that base spirit of gain anci
greed which recognizes in commercialism the be-all and
end_—all. of national life, instead of realizing that, though
an indispensable element, it is, after all, but oxie of tlgle
many elements that go to make up true national great-
ness. No country can long endure if its foundations are
not laid .deep in the material prosperity which comes
from thrift, .from business energy and enterprise, from
hard, unsparing effort in the fields of industrial ac;ivit ;
bufc neither was any nation ever yet truly great if )171:
rel.led upon material prosperity alone. All honor must be
paid to the ‘architects of our material prosperity, to the
great captains of industry who have built our f:;ctories
ar}d our z:axlroads, to the strong men who toil for wealth
with brain or hand; for great is the debt of the nation
to these and their kind. But our debt is yet greater to
the men whose highest type is to be found in a states-
man h.ke ‘Llncoln, a soldier like Grant. They showed
by their lives that they recognized the law of work, the
law of strife; they toiled to win a competence for t},xem-
selves and those dependent upon them; but they recog-
nlze.d that there were yet other and even loftier guties—g—~
dutlfs to the nation and duties to the race.
We cannot sit huddled within our own borders and
1éivow ourselves merely an assemblage of well-to-do
ucksters who care nothing for what happens beyond
Suc.h a policy would defeat even its own end; for gs th(;
nations grow to have ever wider and widexz interests
and are brought into closer and closer contact, if Wé
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are to hold our own in the struggle for naval and com-
mercial supremacy, we must build up our power with-
out our own borders. We must build the Isthmian
Canal, and we must grasp the points of vantage which
will enable us to have our say in deciding the destiny
of the oceans of the East and the West.

So much for the commercial side. From the stand-
point of international honor the argument is even
stronger. The guns that thundered off Manila and San-
tiago left us echoes of glory, but they also left us a
legacy of duty. 1f we drove out a medieeval tyranny
only to make room for savage anarchy, we had better
not have begun the task at all. It is worse than idle to
say that we have no duty to perform, and can leave to
their fates the islands we have conquered. Such a
course would be the course of infamy. It would be fol-
lowed at once by utter chaos in the wretched islands
themselves. Some stronger, manlier power would have
to step in and do the work, and we would have shown
ourselves weaklings, unable to carry to successful com-
pletion the labors that great and high-spirited nations
are eager to undertake.

The work must be done; we cannot escape our re-
sponsibility; and if we are worth our salt, we shall be
glad of the chance to do the work—glad of the chance
to show ourselves equal to one of the great tasks set

modern civilization. But let us not deceive ourselves
as to the importance of the task. Let us not be misled
by vainglory into underestimating the strain it will put
on our powers. Above all, let us, as we value our own
self-respect, face the responsibilities with proper seri-
ousness, courage, and high resolve. We must demand
the highest order of integrity and ability in our public
men who are to grapple with these new problems. We
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must hold to a rigid accountability those public servants
who show unfaithfulness to the interests of the nation
or inability to rise to the high level of the new demands
upon our strength and our resources.
Of course we must remember not to judge any public
servant by any one act, and especially should we be-
ware of attacking the men who are merely the occasions
and not the causes of disaster. Let me illustrate what I
mean by the army and the navy. If twenty years ago we
had gone to war, we should have found the navy as ab-
solutely unprepared as the army. At that time our ships
could not have encountered with success the fleets of
Spain any more than nowadays we can put untrained
soldiers, no matter how brave, who are armed with ar-
chaic black-powder weapons, against well-drilled regu-
lars armed with the highest type of modern repeating
rifle. But in the early eighties the attention of the
nation became directed to our naval needs. Congress
most wisely made a series of appropriations to build up
a new navy, and under a succession of able and pa-
triotic secretaries, of both political parties, the navy
was gradually built up, until its material became equal
to its splendid personnel, with the result that in the
summer of 1898 it leaped to its proper place as one
of the most brilliant and formidable fighting navies in
the entire world. We rightly pay all honor to the men
controlling the navy at the time it won these great
deeds, honor to Secretary Long and Admiral Dewey,
to t.he captains who handled the ships in action, to the
daring lieutenants who braved death in the smaller
craft, and to the heads of bureaus at Washington who
saw that the ships were so commanded, so armed, so
equipped, so well engined, as to insure the best results.
But let us also keep ever in mind that all of this
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would not have availed if it had not been for the wis-
dom of the men who during the preceding fifteen years
had built up the navy. Keep in mind the secretaries
of the navy during those years; keep in mind the
senators and congressmen who by their votes gave the
money necessary to build and to armor the ships, to
construct the great guns, and to train the crews; re-
member also those who actually did build the ships,
the armor, and the guns; and remember the admirals
and captains who handled battleship, cruiser, and tor-
pedo-boat on the high seas, alone and in squadrons,
developing the seamanship, the gunnery, and the power
of acting together, which their successors utilized so
gloriously at Manila and off Santiago. And, gentle-
men, remember the converse, too. Remember that
justice has two sides. Be just to those who built up
the navy, and, for the sake of the future of the coun-
try, keep in mind those who opposed its building up.
Read the Congressional Record. Find out the senators
and congressmen who opposed the grants for building
the new ships; who opposed the purchase of armor,
without which the ships were worthless; who opposed
any adequate maintenance for the Navy Department,
and strove to cut down the number of men necessary
to man our fleets. The men who did these things were
one and all working to bring disaster on the country.
They have no share in the glory of Manila, in the honor
of Santiago. They have no cause to feel proud of the
valor of our sea-captains, of the renown of our flag.
Their motives may or may not have been good, but
their acts were heavily fraught with evil. They did ill
for the national honor, and we won in spite of their
sinister opposition.
Now, apply all this to our public men of to-day. Our
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army has never been built up as it should be built up.
I shall not discuss with an audience like this the puerile
suggestion that a nation of seventy millions of freemen
is in danger of losing its liberties from the existence of
an army of one hundred thousand men, three-fourths
of whom will be employed in certain foreign islands, in
certain coast fortresses, and on Indian reservations.
No man of good sense and stout heart can take such a
proposition seriously. If we are such weaklings as the
proposition implies, then we are unworthy of freedom
in any event. To no body of men in the United States
is the country so much indebted as to the splendid
officers and enlisted men of the regular army and navy.
There is no body from which the country has less to
fear, and none of which it should be prouder, none
which it should be more anxious to upbuild.

Our army needs complete reorganization—not merely
enlarging—and the reorganization can only come as the
result of legislation. A proper general staff should be
established, and the positions of ordnance, commissary,
and quartermaster officers should be filled by detail
from the line. Above all, the army must be given the
chance to exercise in large bodies. Never again should
Wwe see, as we saw In the Spanish War, major-generals
in command of divisions who had never before com-
manded three companies together in the field. Yet, in-
credible to relate, Congress has shown a queer inability
to learn some of the lessons of the war. There were
large bodies of men in both branches who opposed the
declaration of war, who opposed the ratification of
peace, who opposed the upbuilding of the army, and
who even opposed the purchase of armor at a reason-
able price for the battleships and cruisers, thereby
putting an absolute stop to the building of any new
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fighting ships for the navy. If, during the years to
come, any disaster should befall our arms, afloat or
ashore, and thereby any shame come to the United
States, remember that the blame will lie upon the men
whose names appear upon the roll-calls of Congress on
the wrong side of these great questions. On them will
lie the burden of any loss of our soldiers and sailors, of
any dishonor to the flag; and upon you and the people
of this country will lie the blame if you do not repudiate,
in no unmistakable way, what these men have done.
The blame will not rest upon the untrained commander
of untried troops, upon the civil officers of a department
the organization of which has been left utterly inade-
quate, or upon the admiral with an insufficient number
of ships; but upon the public men who have so lamenta-
bly failed in forethought as to refuse to remedy these
evils long in advance, and upon the nation that stands
behind those public men.

So, at the present hour, no small share of the respon-
sibility for the blood shed in the Philippines, the blood
of our brothers, and the blood of their wild and ignorant
foes, lies at the thresholds of those who so long delayed
the adoption of the treaty of peace, and of those who
by their worse than foolish words deliberately invited a
savage people to plunge into a war fraught with sure
disaster for them—a war, too, in which our own brave
men who follow the flag must pay with their blood for
the silly, mock humanitarianism of the prattlers who sit
at home in peace.

The army and the navy are the sword and the shield
which this nation must carry if she is to do her duty
among the nations of the earth—if she is not to stand
merely as the China of the western hemisphere. Our
proper conduct toward the tropic islands we have
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wrested from Spain is merely the form which our duty
has taken at the moment. Of course we are bound to
handle the affairs of our own household well. We must
see that there is civic honesty, civic cleanliness, civic
good sense in our home administration of city, State,
and nation. We must strive for honesty in office, for
honesty toward the creditors of the nation and of the
individual; for the widest freedom of individual initia-
tive where possible, and for the wisest control of indi-
vidual initiative where it is hostile to the welfare of the
many. But because we set our own household in order
we are not thereby excused from playing our part in the
great affairs of the world. A man’s first duty is to his
own home, but he is not thereby excused from doing
!us duty to the State; for if he fails in this second duty
it is under the penalty of ceasing to be a freeman. In
the same way, while a nation’s first duty is within its
own borders, it is not thereby absolved from facing its
fiuties in the world as a whole; and if it refuses to do so,
it merely forfeits its right to struggle for a place among
the peoples that shape the destiny of mankind.

In the West Indies and the Philippines alike we are
confronted by most difficult problems. Itiscowardly to
shrink from solving them in the proper way; for solved
they must be, if not by us, then by some stronger and
more manful race. If we are too weak, too selfish, or
too foolish to solve them, some bolder and abler peo-
ple must undertake the solution. Personally, I am
far too firm a believer in the greatness of my country
and the power of my countrymen to admit for one mo-
ment that we shall ever be driven to the ignoble alter-
native.

The problems are different for the different islands.
Porto Rico is not large enough to stand alone. We
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must govern it wisely and well, primarily in the interest
of its own people. Cuba is, in my judgment, entitled
ultimately to settle for itself whether it shall be an in-
dependent state or an integral portion of the mightiest
of republics. But until order and stable liberty are
secured, we must remain in the island to insure them,
and infinite tact, judgment, moderation, and courage
must be shown by our military and civil representatives
in keeping the island pacified, in relentlessly stamping
out brigandage, in protecting all alike, and yet in show-
ing proper recognition to the men who have fought for
Cuban liberty. The Philippines offer a yet graver
roblem. Their population includes half-caste and na-
tive Clristians, warlike Moslems, and wild pagans.
Many of their people are utterly unfit for self-govern-
ment, and show no signs of becoming fit. Others may
in time become fit but at present can only take part in
self-government under a wise supervision, at once firm
and beneficent. We have driven Spanish tyranny from
the islands. If we now let it be replaced by savage
anarchy, our work has been for harm and not for good.
I have scant patience with those who fear to undertake
the task of governing the Philippines, and who openly
avow that they do fear to undertake it, or that they
shrink from it because of the expense and trouble; but
I have even scanter patience with those who make a
pretense of humanitarianism to hide and cover their
timidity, and who cant about “liberty” and the “con-
sent of the governed,” in order to excuse themselves
for their unwillingness to play the part of men. Their
doctrines, if carried out, would make it incumbent upon
us to leave the Apaches of Arizona to work out their
own salvation, and to decline to interfere in a single
Indian reservation. Their doctrines condemn your
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forefathers and mine for ever having settled in these
United States.

England’s rule in India and Egypt has been of great
benefit to England, for it has trained up generations of
men accustomed to look at the larger and loftier side
of Public life. It has been of even greater benefit to
India and Egypt. And finally, and most of all, it has
advanced the cause of civilization. So, if we do our
d.uty aright in the Philippines, we will add to that na-
tional renown which is the highest and finest part of
national life, will greatly benefit the people of the Philip-
pine Islands, and, above all, we will play our part well
in the great work of uplifting mankind. But to do this
W.OI'k, keep ever in mind that we must show i a very
high degree the qualities of courage, of honesty, and of
good judgment. Resistance must be stamped out. The
first and all-important work to be done is to establish
the. supremacy of our flag. We must put down armed
resistance before we can accomplish anything else, and
there should be no Parleying, no faltering, in de’aling
with our foe. As for those in our own country who en-
courage the foe, we can afford contemptuously to dis-
i‘egard them; but it must be remembered that their ut-
erances are not saved from bein
by the fact that they are despicakt:;iet.reasonable merely

en once we have put down armed resistance, when
once our rule is acknowledged, then an even more diffi-
cult task will begin, for then we must see to it that the
1s!ands are administered with absolute honesty and
with good judgment. If we let the public service of the
islands be turned into the prey of the spoils politician
we shall have begun to tread the path which Spain trod’
to her own destruction, We must send out there only
good and able men, chosen for their fitness, and not
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because of their partisan service, and these men must
not only administer impartial justice to the natives and
serve their own government with honesty and fidelity,
but must show the utmost tact and firmness, remember-
ing that, with such people as those with whom we are
to deal, weakness is the greatest of crimes, and that
next to weakness comes lack of consideration for their
principles and prejudices.
I preach to you, then, my countrymen, that our
country calls not for the life of ease but for the life of
strenuous endeavor. The twentieth century looms be-
fore us big with the fate of many nations. If we stand
idly by, if we seek merely swollen, slothful ease and
ignoble peace, if we shrink from the hard contests where
men must win at hazard of their lives and at the risk of
all they hold dear, then the bolder and stronger peoples
will pass us by, and will win for themselves the domina-
tion of the world. Let us therefore boldly face the life
of strife, resolute to do our duty well and manfully;
resolute to uphold righteousness by deed and by word;
resolute to be both honest and brave, to serve high
ideals, yet to use practical methods. Above all, let us
shrink from no strife, moral or physical, within or with-
out the nation, provided we are certain that the strife
is justified, for it is only through strife, through hard
and dangerous endeavor, that we shall ultimately win
the goal of true national greatness.
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VII
THE IDEALS OF WASHINGTON *

As a nation we have had our full share of great men,
but the two men of pre-eminent greatness who, as the
centuries go on, will surely loom above all others are
Washington and Lincoln; and it is peculiarly fitting
that their birthdays should be celebrated every year
and the meaning of their lives brought home to us.

No other city in the country is so closely identified
with Washington’s career as Philadelphia. He served
here in 1775 in the Continental Congress. He was here
as commander of the army at the time of the battles
of Brandywine and Germantown; and it was near here
that with that army he faced the desolate winter at
Valley Forge, the winter which marked the turning-
point of the Revolutionary War. Here he came again
as president of the convention which framed the Con-
stitution, and then as President of the United States,
and finally as lieutenant-general of the army after he
had retired from the presidency.

One hundred and eight years ago, just before he left
the presidency, he issued his farewell address, and in
it he laid down certain principles which he believed
should guide the citizens of this Republic for all time
to come, his own words being “which appear to me
all-important to the permanency of your felicity as a
people.”

Washington, though in some ways an even greater

* Address at the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa., Feb. 22, 1905.
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man than Lincoln, did not have Lincoln’s wonder-
ful gift of expression—that gift which makes certain
speeches of the rail-splitter from Illinois read like the
inspired utterances of the great Hebrew seers and
prophets. But he had all of Lincoln’s sound common
sense, far-sightedness, and devotion to a lofty ideal.
Like Lincoln he sought after the noblest objects, and
like Lincoln he sought after them by thoroughly prac-
tical methods. These two greatest Americans can fairly
be called the best among the great men of the world,
and greatest among the good men of the world. Each
showed in actual practice his capacity to secure unc.ler
our system the priceless union of individual liberty with
governmental strength. Each was as free from the
vices of the tyrant as from the vices of the dema?gogue.
To each the empty futility of the mere doctrinaire was
as alien as the baseness of the merely self-seeking politi-
cian. Each was incapable alike of the wickedness which
seeks by force of arms to wrong others and of the no
less criminal weakness which fails to provide effectively
against being wronged by others.

Among Washington’s maxims which he bequeathed
to his countrymen were the two following: “Observe
good faith and justice toward all nations,” and “To be
prepared for war is the most effective means to promote
peace.” These two principles taken together should
form the basis of our whole foreign policy. Neither is
sufficient taken by itself. Itisnot merely anidle dream,
but a most mischievous dream, to believe that mere re-
fraining from wrong-doing will insure us against being
wronged. Yet, on the other hand, a nation prepared
for war is a menace to mankind unless the national pur-
pose is to treat other nations with good faith and jus-
tice. In any community it is neither the conscientious
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man who is a craven at heart, nor yet the bold and
strong man without the moral sense, who is of real use
to the community; it is the man who to strength and
courage adds a realizing sense of the moral obligation
resting upon him, the man who has not only the desire
but the power to do his full duty by his neighbor and
by the State. So, in the world at large, the nation
which is of use in the progress of mankind is that na-
tion which combines strength of character, force of
character, and insistence upon its own rights, with a
full acknowledgment of its own duties toward others.
Just at present the best way in which we can show that
our loyalty to the teachings of Washington is a loyalty
of the heart and not of the lips only is to see to it that
the work of building up our navy goes steadily on, and
that at the same time our stand for international right-
eousness is clear and emphatic.

Never since the beginning of our country’s history
has the navy been used in an unjust war. Never has
it failed to render great and sometimes vital service to
the Republic. It has not been too strong for our good,
though often not strong enough to do all the good it
should have done. Our possession of the Philippines,
our interest in the trade of the Orient, our building the
Isthmian Canal, our insistence upon the Monroe Doc-
trine, all demand that our navy shall be of adequate
size and for its size of unsurpassed efficiency. If it is
strong enough I believe it will minimize the chance of
our being drawn into foreign war. If we let it run down
it is as certain as the day that sooner or later we shall
have to choose between a probably disastrous foreign
war or a peace kept on terms that imply national hu-
miliation. Our navy is the surest guarantee of peace
and the cheapest insurance against war, and those who,
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in whatever capacity, have helped to build it up during
the past twenty years have been in good faith observ-
ing and living up to one of the most important of the
principles which Washington laid down for the guidance
of his countrymen. .

Nor was Washington the only one of our great Presi-
dents who showed far-sighted patriotism by support of
the navy. When Andrew Jackson was in Congress he
voted for the first war-ships we ever built as part of our
regular navy; and he voted against the grant of money
to pay our humiliating tribute to the pirates of the
Barbary States. Old Hickory was a patriot t.hrc.)u_gh
and through, and there was not an ounce of timidity
in his nature, and of course he felt only indignant con-
tempt for a policy which purchased an ignoble peace
by cowardice instead of exacting a just peace by .sho.w-
ing we were as little willing to submit to as to inflict
aggression. Had a majority of Jackson’s colleagues and
successors felt as he did about the navy, had it been
built up instead of being brought to a standstill, it
would probably never have been necessary to fight the
War of 1812.

Again Washington said: “Give to mankind t.he ex-
ample of a people always guided by an exalted justice
and benevolence.” This feeling can be shown alike by
our dealings within and without our own borders. Taft
and Wright in the Philippines and Wood in Cuba have
shown us exactly how to practise this justice and be-
nevolence in dealing with other peoples—a justice and
benevolence which can be shown, not by shirking our
duty and abandoning to self-destruction those unfit to
govern themselves, but by doing our duty by staying
with them and teaching them how to govern themselves,
by uplifting them spiritually and materially. Here at
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howmne we are obeying this maxim of Washington’s just
so far as we help in every movement, whether under-
taken by the government, or as is, and should be, more
often the case, by voluntary action among private citi-
zens, for the betterment of our own people. Observe
that Washington speaks both of justice and benevo-
lence, and that he puts justice first. We must be gen-
erous, we must help our poorer brother, but above all,
we must remember to be just; and the first step toward
securing justice is to treat every man on his worth as
a man, showing him no special favor, but so far as may
be holding open for him the door of opportunity so that
reward may wait upon honest and intelligent endeavor.

Again Washington said: ‘““Cherish public credit.”
Just at the moment there is no attack on public credit,
but if ever the temptation arises again let our people
at the outset remember that the worst because the most
insidious form of the appeal that would make a man a
dishonest debtor is that which would persuade him that
it is anything but dishonest for him to repudiate his
debts.

Finally, it is peculiarly appropriate, when I have
come to this city as the guest of the University of Penn-
sylvania, to quote another of Washington’s maxims:
“Promote, as an object of primary importance, insti-
tutions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In
proportion as the structure of a government gives force
to public opinion, it is essential that public opinion
should be enlightened.” Education may not make a
man a good citizen, but most certainly ignorance tends
to prevent his being a good citizen. Washington was
far too much of a patriot, had far too much love for his
fellow citizens, to try to teach them that they could
govern themselves unless they could develop a sound
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and enlightened public opinion. No nation can perma-
nently retain free government unless it can retain a
high average of citizenship; and there can be no such
high average of citizenship without a high average of
education, using the word in its broadest and truest
sense to include the things of the soul as well as the
things of the mind. School education can never sup-
plant or take the place of self-education, still less can
it in any way take the place of those rugged and manly
qualities which we group together under the name of
character; but it can be of enormous use in supplement-
ing both. It is a source of just pride to every American
that our people have so consistently acted in accordance
with Washington’s principle of promoting institutions
for the diffusion of knowledge. There is nothing dearer
to our hearts than our public-school system, by which
free primary education is provided for every one within
our borders. The higher education, such as is provided
by the University of Pennsylvania and kindred bodies,
not only confers great benefits to those able to take
advantage of it, but entails upon them corresponding
duties.

The men who founded this nation had to deal with
theories of government and the fundamental principles
of free institutions. We are now concerned with a dif-
ferent set of questions, for the Republic has been firmly
established, its principles thoroughly tested and fully
approved. To merely political issues have succeeded
those of grave social and economic importance, the solu-
tion of which demands the best efforts of the best men.
We have a right to expect that a wise and leading part
in the effort to attain this solution will be taken by those
who have been exceptionally blessed in the matter of
obtaining an education. That college graduate is but
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a poor creature who does not feel when he has left col-
lege that he has received something for which he owes
a return. What he thus owes he can, as a rule, only
pay by the way he bears himself throughout life. It
is but occasionally that a college graduate can do much
outright for his alma mater; he can best repay her by
living a life that will reflect credit upon her, by so carry-
ing himself as a citizen that men shall see that the years
spent in training him have not been wasted. The edu-
cated man is entitled to no special privilege, save the in-
estimable privilege of trying to show that his education
enables him to take the lead in striving to guide his
fellows aright in the difficult task which is set to us of
the twentieth century. The problems before us to-day
are very complex, and are widely different from those
which the men of Washington’s generation had to face;
but we can overcome them surely, and we can overcome
them only, if we approach them in the spirit which
Washington and Washington’s great supporters brought
to bear upon the problems of their day—the spirit of
sanity and of courage, the spirit which combines hard
common sense with the loftiest idealism.
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CIVIC HELPFULNESS *

In Mr. Lecky’s profoundly suggestive book, “The
Map of Life,” referred to by me in a former article, he
emphasizes the change that has been gradually coming
over the religious attitude of the world because of the
growing importance laid upon conduct as compared
with dogma. In this country we are long past the stage
of regarding it as any part of the State’s duty to enforce
a particular religious dogma; and more and more the
professors of the different creeds themselves are begin-
ning tacitly to acknowledge that the prime worth of a
creed is to be gauged by the standard of conduct it
exacts among its followers toward their fellows. The
creed which each man in his heart believes to be essen-
tial to his own salvation is for him alone to determine;
but we have a right to pass judgment upon his actions
toward those about him.

Tried by this standard, the religious teachers of the
community stand most honorably high. It is probable
that no other class of our citizens do anything like the
amount of disinterested labor for their fellow men. To
those who are associated with them at close quarters
this statement will seem so obviously a truism as to
rank among the platitudes. But there is a far from in-
considerable body of public opinion which, to judge by
the speeches, writings, and jests in which it delights,
has no conception of this state of things. If such peo-
Ple would but take the trouble to follow out the actual

* The Century, October, 1900,
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life of a hard-worked clergyman or priest, I think they
would become a little ashamed of the tone of flippancy
they are so prone to adopt when speaking about them.

In the country districts the minister of the gospel is
normally the associate and leader of his congregation
and in close personal touch with them. He shares in
and partially directs their intellectual and moral life,
and is responsive to their spiritual needs. If they are
prosperous, he is prosperous. If the community be
poor and hard-working, he shares the poverty and works
as hard as any one. As fine a figure as I can call to
mind is that of one such country clergyman in a poor
farming community not far from the capital of the
State of New York—a vigorous old man, who works on
his farm six days in the week, and on the seventh
preaches what he himself has been practising. The
farm work does not occupy all of the week-days, for
there is not a spiritual need of his parishioners that he
neglects. He visits them, looks after them if they are
sick, baptizes the children, comforts those in sorrow,
and is ready with shrewd advice for those who need
aid; in short, shows himself from week’s end to week’s
end a thoroughly sincere, earnest, hard-working old
Christian. This is perhaps the healthiest type. It is
in keeping with the surroundings, for in the country
districts the quality of self-help is very highly devel-
oped, and there is little use for the great organized
charities. Neighbors know one another. The poorest
and the richest are more or less in touch, and charitable
feelings find a natural and simple expression in the
homely methods of performing charitable duties. This
does not mean that there is not room for an immense
amount of work in country communities and in villages
and small towns. Every now and then, in travelling
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over the State, one comes upon a public library, a
Young Men’s Christian Association building, or some
similar structure which has been put up by a man born
in the place, who has made his money elsewhere, and
feels he would like to have some memorial in his old
home. Such a gift is of far-reaching benefit. Almost
better is what is done in the way of circulating libraries
and the like by the united action of those men and
women who appreciate clearly the intellectual needs of
the people who live far from the great centres of our
rather feverish modern civilization; for in country life
it is necessary to guard, not against mental fever, but
against lack of mental stimulus and interests.

In cities the conditions are very different, both as
regards the needs and as regards the way it is possible
to meet these needs. There is much less feeling of
essential community of interest, and poverty of the
body is lamentably visible among great masses. There
are districts populated to the point of congestion, where
hardly any one is above the level of poverty, though
this poverty does not by any means always imply mis-
ery. Where it does mean misery it must be met by
organization, and, above all, by the disinterested, end-
less labor of those who, by choice, and to do good, live
in the midst of it, temporarily or permanently. Very
many men and women spend part of their lives or do
part of their life-work under such circumstances, and
conspicuous among them are clergymen and priests.

Only those who have seen something of such work at
close quarters realize how much of it goes on quietly
and without the slightest outside show, and how much
It represents to many lives that else would be passed
In gray squalor. It is not necessary to give the names
of the living, or T could enumerate among my personal
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acquaintance fifty clergymen and priests, men of every
church, of every degree of wealth, each of whom cheer-
fully and quietly, year in and year out, does his share,
and more than his share, of the unending work which
he feels is imposed upon him alike by Christianity and
by that form of applied Christianity which we call good
citizenship. Far more than that number of women,
in and out of religious bodies, who do to the full as
much work, could be mentioned. Of course, for every
one thus mentioned there would be a hundred, or many
hundreds, unmentioned. Perhaps there is no harm in
alluding to one man who is dead. Very early in my
career as a police commissioner of the city of New York
I was brought in contact with Father Casserly of the
Paulist Fathers. After he had made up his mind that
I was really trying to get things decent in the depart-
ment, and to see that law and order prevailed, and that
crime and vice were warred against in practical fashion,
he became very intimate with me, helping me in every
way, and unconsciously giving me an insight into his
own work and his own character. Continually, in one
way and another, I came across what Father Casserly
was doing, always in the way of showing the intense
human sympathy and interest he was taking in the
lives about him. If one of the boys of a family was
wild, it was Father Casserly who planned methods of
steadying him. If, on the other hand, a steady boy
met with some misfortune—Ilost his place, or something
of the kind—it was Father Casserly who went and
stated the facts to the employer. The Paulist Fathers
had always been among the most efficient foes of the
abuses of the liquor traffic. They never hesitated to in-
terfere with saloons, dance-houses, and the like. One
secret of their influence with our police board was that,
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as they continually went about among their people and
knew them all, and as they were entirely disinterested,
they could be trusted to tell who did right and who did
wrong among the instruments of the law. One of the
perplexing matters in dealing with policemen is that,
as they are always in hostile contact with criminals and
would-be criminals, who are sure to lie about them, it
is next to impossible to tell when accusations against
them are false and when they are true; for the good
man who does his duty is certain to have scoundrelly
foes, and the bad man who blackmails these same
scoundrels usually has nothing but the same evidence
against him. But Father Casserly and the rest of his
order knew the policemen personally, and we found we
could trust them implicitly to tell exactly who was
good and who was not. Whether the man were Protes-
tant, Catholic, or Jew, if he was a faithful public ser-
vant they would so report him; and if he was unfaithful
he would be reported as such wholly without regard to
his creed. We had this experience with an honorably
large number of priests and clergymen. Once in the
same batch of promotions from sergeant to captain
there was a Protestant to whom our attention had been
drawn by the earnest praise of Fathers Casserly and
Doyle, and a Catholic who had first been brought to
our notice by the advocacy of Bishop Potter.

There were other ways in which clergymen helped
our police board. We wanted at one time to get plenty
of strong, honest young men for the police force, and
did not want to draw them from among the ordinary
types of ward heeler. Two fertile recruiting-grounds
proved to be, one a Catholic church and the other a
Methodist church. The rector of the former, Doctor
Wall, had a temperance lyceum for the young men of
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his parish; the pastor of the latter had a congregation
made out of a bit of old native America suddenly over-
lapped by the growth of the city, and his wheelwrights,
ship-carpenters, baymen, and coasting-sailors gave us
the same good type of officer that we got from among
the mechanics, motormen, and blacksmiths who came
from Doctor Wall’s lyceum. Among our other close
friends was another Methodist preacher who had once
been a reporter, but who had felt stirred by an irre-
sistible impulse to leave his profession and devote his
life to the East Side, where he ministered to the wants
of those who would not go to the fashionable churches,
and for whom no other church was especially prepared.
In connection with his work, one of the things that was
especially pleasing was the way in which he had gone
in not only with the rest of the Protestant clergy and
the non-sectarian philanthropic workers of the district,
but with the Catholic clergy, joining hands in the fight
against the seething evils of the slum. One of his
Catholic allies, by the way, a certain Brother A ,
was doing an immense amount for the Italian children
of his parish. He had a large parochial school, origi-
nally attended by the children of Irish parents. Grad-
ually the Irish had moved uptown, and had been sup-
planted by the Italians. It was his life-work to lift
these little Italians over the first painful steps on the
road toward American citizenship.

Again, let me call to mind an institution, not in New
York, but in Albany, where the sisters of a religious
organization devote their entire lives to helping girls
who either have slipped, and would go down to be
trampled underfoot in the blackest mire if they were
not helped, or who, by force of their surroundings,
would surely slip if the hand were not held out to them
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in time. It is the kind of work the doing of which is
of infinite importance both from the standpoint of the
state and from the standpoint of the individual; yet it
is a work which, to be successful, must emphatically be
a labor of love. Most men and women, even among
those who appreciate the need of the work and who
are not wholly insensible to the demands made upon
them by the spirit of brotherly love for mankind, lack
either the time, the opportunity, or the moral and men-
tal qualities to succeed in such work; and to very many
the sheer distaste of it would prevent their doing it well.
There is nothing attractive in it save for those who are
entirely earnest and disinterested. There is no reputa-
tion, there is not even any notoriety, to be gained from
it. Surely people who realize that such work ought to
be done, and who realize also how exceedingly distaste-
ful it would be for them to do it, ought to feel a sense
of the most profound gratitude to those who with whole-
hearted sincerity have undertaken it, and should sup-
port them in every way. This particular institution is
under the management of a creed not my own, but few
things gave me greater pleasure than to sign a bill in-
creasing its power and usefulness. Compared with the
vital necessity of reclaiming these poor hunted creatures
to paths of womanliness and wholesome living, it is of
infinitesimal importance along the lines of which creed
these paths lead.

Undoubtedly the best type of philanthropic work is
that which helps men and women who are willing and
able to help themselves; for fundamentally this aid is
simply what each of us should be all the time both
giving and receiving. Every man and woman in the
land ought to prize above almost every other quality
the capacity for self-help; and yet every man and
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woman in the land will at some time or other be sorely
in need of the help of others, and at some time or other
will find that he or she can in turn give help even to
the strongest. The quality of self-help is so splendid a
quality that nothing can compensate for its loss; yet
like every virtue, it can be twisted into a fault, and iiz
becomes a fault if carried to the point of cold-hearted
arrogance, of inability to understand that now and then
the strongest may be in need of aid, and that for this
reason alone, if for no other, the strong should always
be glad of the chance in turn to aid the weak.

The Young Men’s Christian Associations and the
Young Women’s Christian Associations, which have
now spread over all the country, are invaluable because
they can reach every one. I am certainly a beneficiary
mys?lf, having not infrequently used them as clubs or
reading-rooms when I was in some city in which I had
but little or no personal acquaintance. In part they
develop the good qualities of those who join them; in
p.art they do what is even more valuable, that is, simply
give 'o.pportunity for the men or women to develop the
qualftles themselves. In most cases they provide
reading-rooms and gymnasiums, and therefore furnish
a means for a man or woman to pass his or her leisure
hour’s in profit or amusement as seems best. The aver-
age 1nd1v'idual will not spend the hours in which he is
not working in doing something that is unpleasant, and
absolutely the only way permanently to draw average
men or women from occupations and amusements that
are unh_ealthy for soul or body is to furnish an alterna-
tive which they will accept. To forbid all amusements,
or to treat innocent and vicious amusements as on the
same plane, simply insures recruits for the vicious
amusements. The Young Men’s and Young Women’s
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Christian Associations would have demonstrated their
value a hundredfold over if they had done nothing
more than furnish reading-rooms, gymnasiums, and
places where, especially after nightfall, those without
homes, or without attractive homes, could go without
receiving injury. They furnish meeting-grounds for
many young men who otherwise would be driven, per-
haps to the saloon, or if not, then to some cigar-store
or other lounging-place, where at the best the con-
versation would not be elevating, and at the worst
companionships might be formed which would lead to
future disaster. In addition to this the associations
give every opportunity for self-improvement to those
who care to take advantage of the opportunity, and an
astonishing number do take advantage of it.

Mention was made above of some of the sources
from which at times we drew policemen while engaged
in managing the New York Police Department. Sev-
eral came from Young Men’s Christian Associations.
One of them whom we got from the Bowery branch of
the Young Men’s Christian Association I remember
particularly. I had gone around there one night, and
the secretary mentioned to me that they had a young
man who had just rescued a woman from a burning
building, showing great strength, coolness, and courage.
The story interested me, and I asked him to send for
the young fellow. When he turned up he proved to be
a Jew, Otto R , who, when very young, had come
over with his people from Russia at the time of one of
the waves of persecution in that country. He was evi-
dently physically of the right type, and as he had been
studying in the association classes for some time he was
also mentally fit, while his feat at the fire showed he
had good moral qualities. We were going to hold the
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examinations in a few days, and I told him to try them,
Sure enough, he passed and was appointed. He made
one of the best policemen we put on. As a result of his
appointment, which meant tripling the salary he had
been earning, and making an immense bound in soclal
standing, he was able to keep his mother and old grand-
mother in comfort, and see to the starting of his small
brothers and sisters in life; for he was already a good son
and brother, so that it was not surprising that he made
a good policeman.
1 .have not dwelt on the work of the State charitable
mstitutions, or of those who are paid to do charitable
work as officers and otherwise. But it is bare justice
to point out that the great majority of those thus paid
have gone into the work, not for the sake of the money,
but for the sake of the work itself, though, being de-
pendent upon their own exertions for a livelihood, they
are obliged to receive some recompense for their services.
There is one class of public servants, however, not
employed directly as philanthropic agents, whose work,
nevertheless, is as truly philanthropic in character as
that of any man or woman existing. I allude to the
public-school teachers whose schools lie in the poorer
quarters of the city. In dealing with any body of men
and women general statements must be made cau-
tiously, and it must always be understood that there are
numerous exceptions. Speaking generally, however, the
women teachers—I mention these because they are
mmore numerous than the men—who carry on their work
1n.thf: poorer districts of the great cities form as high-
.prlnmpled. and useful a body of citizens as is to be found
in the er}tlre community, and render an amount of ser-
vice which can hardly be paralleled by that of any
other equal number of men or women. Most women
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who lead lives actively devoted to intelligent work for
others grow to have a certain look of serene and high
purpose which stamps them at once. This look is gen-
erally seen, for instance, among the higher types of
women doctors, trained nurses, and of those who de-
vote their lives to work among the poor; and it is pre-
cisely this look which one so often sees on the faces of
those public-school teachers who have grown to regard
the welfare of their pupils as the vital interest of their
own lives. It is not merely the regular day-work the
school-teachers do, but the amount of attention they
pay outside their regular classes; the influence they
have in shaping the lives of the boys, and perhaps even
more of the girls, brought in contact with them; the care
they take of the younger, and the way they uncon-
sciously hold up ideals to the elder boys and girls, to
whom they often represent the most tangible embodi-
ment of what is best in American life. They are a great
force for producing good citizenship. Above all things,
they represent the most potent power in Americanizing
as well as in humanizing the children of the newcomers
of every grade who arrive here from Europe. Where
the immigrant parents are able to make their way in
the world, their children have no more difficulty than
the children of the native-born in becoming part of
American life, in sharing all its privileges and in doing
all its duties. But the children of the very poor of for-
eign birth would be handicapped almost as much as
their parents, were it not for the public schools and the
start thus given them. Loyalty to the flag is taught by
Precept and practice in all these public schools, and
loyalty to the principles of good citizenship is also
taught in no merely perfunctory manner.

Here I hardly touch upon the “little red school-
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house” out in the country districts, simply because in
the country districts all of our children go to the same
schools, and thereby get an inestimable knowledge of
the solidarity of our American life. I have touched on
this in a former article, and I can here only say that it
would be impossible to overestimate the good done by
the association this engenders, and the excellent edu-
cational work of the teachers. We always feel that we
have given our children no small advantage by the
mere fact of allowing them to go to these little district
schools, where they all have the same treatment and
are all tried by the same standard. But with us in the
country the district school is only philanthropic in that
excellent sense in which all joint effort for the common
good is philanthropic.

A very wholesome effect has been produced in great
cities by the university settlements, college settlements,
and similar efforts to do practical good by bringing
closer together the more and the less fortunate in life.
It is no easy task to make movements of this kind suc-
ceed. If managed in a spirit of patronizing condescen-
sion, or with ignorance of the desires, needs, and pas-
sions of those roundabout, little good indeed will come
from them. The fact that, instead of little, much good
does in reality result, is due to the entirely practical
methods and the spirit of comradeship shown by those
foremost in these organizations. One particularly good
feature has been their tendency to get into politics. Of
course this has its drawbacks, but they are outweighed
by the advantages. Clean politics is simply one form
of applied good citizenship. No man can be a rea!ly
good citizen unless he takes a lively interest in politics
from a high standpoint. Moreover, the minute that 2
move is made in politics, the people who are helped and
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those who would help them grow to have a common in-
terest which is genuine and absorbing instead of being
in any degree artificial, and this will bring them together
as nothing else would. Part of the good that results
from such community of feeling is precisely like the good
that results from the community of feeling about a club,
football-team, or baseball-nine. This in itself has a
good side; but there is an even better side, due to the
fact that disinterested motives are appealed to, and that
men are made to feel that they are working for others,
for the community as a whole as well as for themselves.

There remain the host of philanthropic workers who
cannot be classed in any of the above-mentioned classes.
They do most good when they are in touch with some
organization, although, in addition, the strongest will
keep some of their leisure time for work on individual
lines to meet the cases where no organized relief will
accomplish anything. Philanthropy has undoubtedly
been a good deal discredited both by the exceedingly
noxious individuals who go into it with ostentation to
make a reputation, and by the only less noxious persons
who are foolish and indiscriminate givers. Anything
that encourages pauperism, anything that relaxes the
manly fibre and lowers self-respect, is an unmixed evil.
The soup-kitchen style of philanthropy is as thoroughly
demoralizing as most forms of vice or oppression, and
1t is of course particularly revolting when some corpora-
tion or private individual undertakes it, not even in a
Spirit of foolish charity, but for purposes of self-adver-
tisement. In a time of sudden and wide-spread disaster,
caused by a flood, a blizzard, an earthquake, or an epi-
demic, there may be ample reason for the extension of
charity on the largest scale to every one who needs it.
But these conditions are wholly exceptional, and the
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methods of relief employed to meet them must also be
treated as wholly exceptional. In charity the one thing
always to be remembered is that, while any man may
slip and should at once be helped to rise to his feet, yet
no man can be carried with advantage either to him or
to the community. The greatest possible good can be
done by the extension of a helping hand at the right
moment, but the attempt to carry any one permanently
can end in nothing but harm. The really hard-working
philanthropists, who spend their lives in doing good to
their neighbors, do not, as a rule, belong to the “mushy”
class, and thoroughly realize the unwisdom of foolish
and indiscriminate giving, or of wild and crude plans of
social reformations. The young enthusiast who is for
the first time brought into contact with the terrible
suffering and stunting degradation which are so evident
in many parts of our great cities is apt to become so
appalled as to lose his head. If there is a twist in his
moral or mental make-up, he will never regain his poise;
but if he is sound and healthy he will soon realize that
things being bad affords no justification for making
them infinitely worse, and that the only safe rule is for
each man to strive to do his duty in a spirit of sanity
and wholesome common sense. No one of us can make
the world move on very far, but it moves at all only
when each one of a very large number does his duty.
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XIV
CO-OPERATION AND THE SIMPLE LIFE *

Ir there is one book which I should like to have read
as a tract, and also, what is not invariably true of tracts,
as an interesting tract, by all our people, it is “The
Simple Life,” written by Mr. Wagner. There are other
books which he has written from which we can gain
great good, but I know of no other book written of
recent years anywhere, here or abroad, which contains
so much that we of America ought to take to our hearts
as is contained in *““The Simple Life.” T like the book
because it does not merely preach to the rich, and does
not merely preach to the poor. It is a very easy thing
to address a section of the community in reprobation
of the forms of vice to which it is not prone. What we
need to have impressed upon us is that it is not usually
the root principle of the vice that varies with variation
in social conditions, but that it is the manifestation of
the vice that varies; and Mr. Wagner has well brought
out the great fundamental truth that the brutal ar-
rogance of a rich man who looks down upon a poor
man because he is poor, and the brutal envy and ha-
tred felt by a poor man toward a rich man merely be-
cause he is rich, are at bottom twin manifestations of
the same vice. They are simply different sides of the
same shield. The arrogance that looks down in the one

*R?marks introducing Rev. Charles Wagner, at the Lafayette Opera House,
WBShmgton, D. C,, Nov. 22, 1904. ““This is the first and will be the only time

during my presidency,” said Mr. Roosevelt, ““that I shall ever introduce a speaker
to an audience.”
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case, the envy that hates in the other, are really exhi-
bitions of the same mean, base, and unlovely spirit
which happens in one case to be in different surround-
ings from what it is in the other case. The kind of man
who would be arrogant in one case is precisely the kind
of man who would be envious and filled with hatred in
the other. The ideal should be the just, the generous

the broad-minded man who is as incapable of arro:
gance if rich as he is of malignant envy and hatred if
poor.

No republic can permanently exist when it becomes

a republic of classes, where the man feels not the interest
of the whole people, but the interest of the particular
cla‘ss to which he belongs, or fancies that he belongs, as

being of prime importance. In antiquity, republics

failed as they did because they tended to become either

a republic of the few who exploited the many, or a re-

public of the many who plundered the few, and in either

case the end of the republic was inevitable; just as much

so in one case as in the other, and no more so in one

case than in the other. We can keep this Republic true

to the principles of those who founded, and of those

who afterward preserved it, we can keep it a Republic

at all, only by remembering that we must live up to

the theor}f of its founders, to the theory of treating each
man on hIIS worth as a man; neither holding it for nor
against him that he occupies any particular station in
life, so long as he does his duty fairly and well by his
fellows and by the nation as a whole.

So much for the general philosophy taught so ad-
mirably in Mr. Wagner’s book—I might say books, but
I am thinking especially of “The Simple Life,” because
that has been the book that has appealed to me par-
ticularly. Now, a word with special reference to his
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address to this audience, to the Young Men’s Christian
Association: The profound regard which I have always
felt for those responsible for the work of the Young
Men’s Christian Association and the Young Women’s
Christian Association, is largely because they have
practically realized, or at least have striven practically
to realize, the ideal of adherence to the text which
reads: “Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only.”
If you here to-day came here only with the idea of
passing a pleasant afternoon and then go home and do
not actually practise somewhat of what Mr. Wagner
preaches and practises, then small will be the use of
your coming. It is not of the slightest use to hear the
word if you do not try to put it into effect afterward.
The Young Men’s Christian Associations have accom-
plished so much because those who have managed them
have tried practically to do their part in bringing about
what is expressed in the phrase “the fatherhood of God,
and the brotherhood of men.” We can act individually
or we can act by associations. I intend this afternoon
to illustrate by a couple of examples what I mean by a
man acting individually, and what I mean by a man
acting in associations with his fellows. I hesitated
whether I would use, as I shall use, the names of the
people whom I meant, but I came to the conclusion
that T would, because the worth of an example consists
very largely in the knowledge that the example is a real
one.

I have been immensely interested for a number of
years in the working of the Civic Club in New York,
which has been started and superintended by Mr. Nor-
ton Goddard. It is a club on the East Side of New
York City, the range of whose membership includes a
big district of the city, extending from about Lexington
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Avenue to the East River. Mr. Goddard realized that
such work can be done to best advantage only upon
condition of there being genuine and hearty sympathy
among those doing it. There are a great many people
so made in this world (I think most of us come under
the category) that they would resent being patronized
about as much as being wronged. Great good can never
be done if it is attempted in a patronizing spirit. Mr.
Goddard realized that the work could be done efficiently
only on condition of getting into close and hearty touch
with the people through whom and with whom he was
to work. In consequence, this Civic Club was founded,
and it has gradually extended its operations until now
the entire club membership of three or four thousand
men practically form a committee of betterment in so-
cial and civic life; a committee spread throughout that
district, each member keeping a sharp lookout over the
fortunes of all his immediate neighbors, of all of those
of his neighborhood who do not come within the ken
of some other member of the club. Therefore, any case
of great destitution, of great suffering, in the district,
almost inevitably comes to the attention of some mem-
ber of the club, who then reports it at headquarters, so
that steps can be taken to alleviate the misery; and I
have reason to believe that there has been in conse-
quence a very sensible general uplifting, a general in-
crease of happiness, throughout the district. If we had
a sufficient number of clubs of this kind throughout our
great cities, while we would not by any means have
solved all of the terrible problems that press upon us for
solution in connection with municipal misgovernment
and with the overcrowding, misery, vice, disease, and
poverty of great cities, yet we would have taken a
long stride forward in the right direction toward their
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solution. So much for the example that I use to illus-
trate what I mean by work in combination.
As an example of what can be done and should be
done by the individual citizen, I shall mention. some-
thing that recently occurred in this city of Washington,
a thing that doubtless many of you know about, but
which was unknown to me until recently. A few weeks
ago when I was walking back from church one Sunday
I noticed a great fire and found that it was Downey’s
livery-stable—you recollect it, three or four weeks ago,
when the livery-stable burned. Through a train of
circumstances that I need not mention, my attention
was particularly called to the case, and I looked into.it.
I had long known of the very admirable work done with
singular modesty and self-effacement by Mr. Downey
in trying to give homes to the homeless, and to be hlII.l-
self a friend of those in a peculiar sense friendless in
this community; and I now by accident found out vyha-t
had happened in connection with this particular inci-
dent. It appears that last spring Mr. Downey started
to build a new livery—stable; his stable is next fioor to
a colored Baptist church. Mr. Downey is a white man
and a Catholic and these neighbors of his are colored
men and Baptists, and their kinship was simply t}{e
kinship of that broad humanity that should underlie
all our feelings toward one another. Mr. Downey
started to build his stable, and naturally wanted to
have it as big a stable as possible and build it right up
to the limits of his land. That brought the wall close
up against the back of the colored Baptists’ church,
cutting out the light and air. The preacher called
upon him and told him that they would like to purchase
a strip six feet broad of the ground of Mr. Downey,
upon which he was intending to build, as it would be a
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great inconvenience to them to lose the light and the
air; that they were aware that it was asking a good
deal of him to cramp the building out of which he in-
tended to make his livelihood, but that they hoped he
would do it because of their need. After a good deal of
thought, Mr. Downey came to the conclusion that he
ought to grant the request, and so he notified them
that he would change his plans, make a somewhat
smaller building, and sell them the six feet of land in
the strip adjoining their church. After a little while
the preacher came around with the trustees of his
church and said that they very much appreciated Mr.
Downey’s courtesy, and were sorry they had bothered
him as they had, because, on looking into the affairs of
the church, they found that as they were already in
debt they did not feel warranted in incurring any
further financial obligations, and so they had to with-
draw their request. They thanked him for his kindly
purpose, and said good-by. But Mr. Downey found
he could not get to sleep that night until finally he
made up his mind that as they could not buy it he
would give it to them anyway; which he did. But, un-
fortunately, we know that the tower of Siloam often
falls upon the just and the unjust alike, and Mr.
Downey’s livery-stable caught fire, and burned down.
It was Sunday morning, and the Baptist church was in
session next door to him; and the clergyman stopped
and said, “Now, you women stay here and pray, and
you men go straight out and help our benefactor, Mr.
Downey”’; and go out they did, and got his horses all
out, so that none of them was burned, although he suf-
fered otherwise a total loss. Now, I call that a prac-
tical application of Mr. Wagner’s teachings. Here in
Washington we have a right to be proud of a citizen
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and if only we can develop enough
hall turn out just the kind of com-
o, but will always be glad
» the author of which I

like Mr. Downey;
such citizens, we s
munity that does not need t
to, study “The Simple Life,
now introduce to you.
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THE EIGHTH AND NINTH COMMANDMENTS
IN POLITICS *

THE two commandments which are i i
cable in public life are the eighth and tzgeﬁiltlg apﬁilt-
only every politician, high or low, but every citi.zen in-
terested in politics, and especially every man who, in a
newspaper or on the stump, advocates or condemn; an
public policy or any public man, should remember al>:
ways that the two cardinal points in his doctrine ought
to be “Thou shalt not steal” and “Thou shalt Eot
bear false witness against thy neighbor.” He should
also, of course, remember that the multitude of men
who break the moral law expressed in these two com-
mandments are not to be justified because they kee
out of the clutches of the human law. Robbezb'r ang
thef.t, perjury and subornation of perjury, are cyrimes
punishable by the courts; but many a mail who tech-
nically never commits any one of these crimes is yet
m.orally quite as guilty as is his less adroit but not more
wicked, apd possibly infinitely less dangerous, brother
who gets into the penitentiary. ’

As regards the eighth commandment, while the re-
mark of one of the founders of our government, that
the whole art of politics consists in being honest ’is an
overstatement, it remains true that absolute hon;sty is
what Cromfvell would have called a “fundamental” of
healthy political life. We can afford to differ on the
currency, the tariff, and foreign policy; but we cannot

* The Outlook, May 12, 1900.
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afford to differ on the question of honesty if we expect
our Republic permanently to endure. No community is
healthy where it is ever necessary to distinguish one
politician among his fellows because “he is honest.”
Honesty is not so much a credit as an absolute pre-
requisite to efficient service to the public. Unless a
man is honest we have no right to keep him in public
life, it matters not how brilliant his capacity, it hardly
matters how great his power of doing good service on
certain lines may be. Probably very few men will dis-
agree with this statement in the abstract, yet in the
concrete there is much wavering about it. The num-
ber of public servants who actually take bribes is not
very numerous outside of certain well-known centres of
festering corruption. But the temptation to be dis-
honest often comes in insidious ways. There are not
a few public men who, though they would repel with
indignation an offer of a bribe, will give certain corpo-
rations special legislative and executive privileges be-
cause they have contributed heavily to campaign funds;
will permit loose and extravagant work because a con-
tractor has political influence; or, at any rate, will per-
mit a public servant to take public money without ren-
dering an adequate return, by conniving at inefficient
service on the part of men who are protected by promi-
nent party leaders. Various degrees of moral guilt are
involved in the multitudinous actions of this kind; but,
after all, directly or indirectly, every such case comes
dangerously near the border-line of the commandment
which, in forbidding theft, certainly by implication for-
bids the connivance at theft, or the failure to punish it.
One of the favorite schemes of reformers is to devise
some method by which big corporations can be pre-
vented from making heavy subscriptions to campaign
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funds, and thereby acquiring improper influence. But
the best way to prevent them from making contribu-
tions for improper purposes is simply to elect as public
servants, not professional denouncers of corporations—
for such men are in practice usually their most servile
tools—but men who say, and mean, that they will
neither be for nor against corporations; that, on the
one hand, they will not be frightened from doing them
justice by popular clamor, or, on the other hand, led
by any interest whatsoever into doing them more than
justice. At the Anti-Trust Conference last summer
Mr. Bryan commented, with a sneer, on the fact that
“of course” New York would not pass a law prohibit-
ing contributions by corporations. He was right in
thinking that New York, while it retains rational civic
habits, will not pass ridiculous legislation which cannot
be made effective, and which is merely intended to de-
ceive during the campaign the voters least capable of
thought. But there will not be the slightest need for
such legislation if only the public spirit is sufficiently
healthy, sufficiently removed alike from corruption and
from demagogy, to see that each corporation receives
its exact rights and nothing more; and this is exactly
what is now being done in New York by men whom
dishonest corporations dread a hundred times more
than they dread the demagogic agitators who are a
terror merely to honest corporations.

It is, of course, not enough that a public official
should be honest. No amount of honesty will avail
if he is not also brave and wise. The weakling and the
coward cannot be saved by honesty alone; but without
honesty the brave and able man is merely a civic wild
beast who should be hunted down by every lover of
righteousness. No man who is corrupt, no man who
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condones corruption in others, can possibly do his duty

by the community. When this truth is accepted as

axiomatic in our politics, then, and not till then, shall

we see such a moral uplifting of the people as will ren-

der, for instance, Tammany rule in New York, as Tam-

many rule now is, no more possible than it woul'd be

possible to revive the robber baronage of the Middle

Ages. .

Great is the danger to our country from the failure

among our public men to live up to the eighth com-

mandment, from the callousness in the public which

permits such shortcomings. Yet it is not exaggeration

to say that the danger is quite as great from those who

year in and year out violate the ninth commandment
by bearing false witness against the honest man, and
who thereby degrade him and elevate the dishonest
man until they are both on the same level. The pub-
lic is quite as much harmed in the one case as In the
other, by the one set of wrong-doers as by the (.)tl}er.
“Liar” is just as ugly a word as “thle.f,”‘because it im-
plies the presence of just as ugly a sin in one case as
in the other. If a man lies under oath or procures the
lie of another under oath, if he perjures himself or sub-
orns perjury, he is guilty under the statute law. . Under
the higher law, under the great law of morality and
righteousness, he is precisely as guilty if, instead of ly-
ing in a court, he lies in a newspaper or on the stump;
and in all probability the evil effects of hls.c§)nduct are
infinitely more wide-spread and more pernicious. The
difference between perjury and mendacity is not in the
least one of morals or ethics. It is simply one of legal
forms.

The same man may break both commandments, or

one group of men may be tempted to break one and
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another group of men the other. In our civic life the
worst offenders against the law of honesty owe no sma]j
part of their immunity to those who sin against the
law by bearing false witness against their honest neigh-
bors. The sin is, of course, peculiarly revolting when
coupled with hypocrisy, when it is committed in the
name of morality. Few politicians do as much harm
as the newspaper editor, the clergyman, or the lay re-
former who, day in and day out, by virulent and un.
truthful invective aimed at the upholders of honesty

weakens them for the benefit of the frankly vicious,
We need fearless criticism of dishonest men, and of.'
honest men on any point where they go wrong; but
even more do we need criticism which shall be truthful
both in what it says and in what it leaves unsaid—

truthful in words and truthful in the impression it de-

signs to leave upon the readers’ or hearers’ minds,

We need absolute honesty in public life; and we shall
not get it until we remember that truth-telling must
go hand in hand with it, and that it is quite as impor-
tant not to tell an untruth about a decent man as it is
to tell the truth about one who is not decent.
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XVI
CORRUPTION *

I HAVE had a long and, to me, a most pleasant and
rofitable connection with this club. T had known you
before I had attained any special prominence in public
life. When I came back from the Cuban campaign it
was a committee of your club that was practically the
first organization to meet me at Montauk Point, and
to ask me to come to speak to you; when I was inau-
gurated as governor, a body of representatives of this
club were present, and at that time you gave me an
Abraham Lincoln inkstand, which has stood on my
desk ever since, and which is the one I use now; and I
think it was this club which was practically the first
organization to be so unwise as to formulate a desire
to have me made President—a fact which, whenever
any representative body from this club is in New York,
I shall do all T can to conceal from the knowledge of
Wall Street.
It was at an address here at the Hamilton Club that
I used the expression “strenuous life,” an expression
which from that day to this I have never more been
able to use; and whenever I have come to you, when-
ever I have spoken either to this club or elsewhere in
Chicago, I have always addressed myself to the instant
needs of things; for it would not be worth your while
to have me come, and it would not be worth my while
to come, if I could not speak exactly as I thought upon

* Speech before the Hamilton Club, Chicago, September 8, 1910.
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“GOD SAVE THE STATE” *

In what I am about to say to you, I wish to dwell
upon certain thoughts suggested by three different
quotations: In the first place, “Thou shalt serve the
Lord Wlth all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind”; the next, “Be ye therefore wise as serpents
anc.l harmless as doves”; and finally, in the Collect
which you, Bishop Doane, just read, that “we being
ready both in body and soul may cheerfully accomplish
those things which thou commandest.”

To an audience such as this I do not have to say
anyth{ng as to serving the cause of decency with heart
and with soul. I want to dwell, however, upon the fact
that we have the right to claim from you not merely
that you shall have heart in your work, not merely that
you shall put your souls into it, but that you shall give
the best tl}at your minds have to it also. In the eternal,

the unending warfare for righteousness and against evil,
the friends of what is good need to remember that in
addltfon to being decent they must be efficient; that
good }ntentions, high purposes, cannot be in themselves
effective, that they are in no sense a substitute for
power to make those purposes, those intentions felt in
action. Qf course we must first have the purpose and
the intention. If our powers are not guided aright it
1s better that we should not have them at all; but

* Address at the Pan-American misi i
: - n missionary service, Cathedral . d
St. Paul, Mount St. Alban, Washington, D. C,, Octobera%,els;?):}.o { St Peter an
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we must have the power itself before we can guide it
aright.

In the second text we are told not merely to be harm-
less as doves, but also to be wise as serpents. One of
our American humorists who veils under jocular phrases
much deep wisdom—one of those men has remarked
that it is much easier to be a harmless dove than a wise
serpent. Now, we are not to be excused if we do not
show both qualities. It is not very much praise to give
a man to say that he is harmless. We have a right to
ask that in addition to the fact that he does no harm
to any one he shall possess the wisdom and the strength
to do good to his neighbor; that together with innocence,
together with purity of motive, shall be joined the wis-
dom and strength to make that purity effective, that
motive translated into substantial result.

Finally, in the quotation from the Collect, we ask
that we may be made ready both in body and in soul,
that we may cheerfully accomplish those things that
we are commanded to do. Ready both in body and in
soul; that means that we must fit ourselves physically
and mentally, fit ourselves to work with the weapons
necessary for dealing with this life no less than with
the higher, spiritual weapons; fit ourselves thus to do
the work commanded; and moreover, to do it cheer-
fully. Small is our use for the man who individually
helps any of us and shows that he does it grudgingly.
We had rather not be helped than be helped in such

fashion. A favor extended in a manner which shows
that the man is sorry that he has to grant it is robbed,
sometimes of all, and sometimes of more than all, its
benefit. So, in serving the Lord, if we serve him, if we
serve the cause of decency, the cause of righteousness,
In a way that impresses others with the fact that we
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are sad in doing it, our service is robbed of an immense

roportion of its efficacy. We have a right to ask a
cheerful heart, a right to ask a buoyant and cheerful
spirit among those to whom is granted the inestimable
privilege of doing the Lord’s work in this world. The
chance to do work, the duty to do work is not a penalty;
it is a privilege. Let me quote a sentence that I have
quoted once before: “In this life the man who wins to
any goal worth winning almost always comes to that
goal with a burden bound on his shoulders.” The man
who does best in this world, the woman who does best,
almost inevitably does it because he or she carries some
burden. Life is so constituted that the man or the
woman who has not some responsibility is thereby de-
prived of the deepest happiness that can come to man-
kind, because each and every one of us, if he or she is
fit to live in the world must be conscious that respon-
sibility always rests on him or on her—the responsi-
bility of duty toward those dependent upon us; the
responsibility of duty toward our families, toward our
friends, toward our fellow citizens; the responsibility
of duty to wife and child, to the State, to the Church.
Not only can no man shirk some or all of those respon-
sibilities, but no man worth his salt will wish to shirk
them. On the contrary, he will welcome thrice over
the fortune that puts them upon him.

In closing, I want to call your attention to something
that is especially my business for the time being, and
that is measurably your business all the time, or else
you are unfit to be citizens of this Republic. In the
seventh hymn which we sung, in the last line, you _all
joined in singing “God save the State!” Do you m-
tend merely to sing that, or to try to do it? If you
intend merely to sing it, your part in doing it will be
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but small. The State will be saved, if the Lord puts
it into the heart of the average man so to shape his life
that the State shall be worth saving, and only on those
terms. We need civic righteousness. The best consti-
tution that the wit of man has ever devised, the best
institutions that the ablest statesmen in the world have
ever reduced to practice by law or by custom, all these
shall be of no avail if they are not vivified by the spirit
which makes a State great by making its citizens honest,
just, and brave. I do not ask you as practical believers
in applied Christianity to take part one way or the
other in matters that are merely partisan. There are
plenty of questions about which honest men can and
do differ very greatly and very intensely, but as to
which the triumph of either side may be compatible
with the welfare of the State—a lesser degree of welfare
or a greater degree of welfare—but compatible with the
welfare of the State. But there are certain great prin-
ciples, such as those which Cromwell would have called
“fundamentals,” concerning which no man has a right
to have more than one opinion. Such a question is
honesty. If youhave not honesty in the average private
citizen, in the average public servant, then all else goes
for nothing. The abler a man is, the more dexterous,
the shrewder, the bolder, why the more dangerous he
s if he has not the root of right living and right think-
ing in him—and that in private life, and even more in
public life. Exactly as in time of war, although you
need in each fighting man far more than courage, yet
all else counts for nothing if there is not that courage
upon which to base it, so in our civil life, although we
need that the average man in private life, that the aver-
age public servant, shall have far more than honesty,
yet all other qualities go for nothing or for worse than
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nothing unless honesty underlies them—honesty in
public life and honesty in private life; not only the
honesty that keeps its skirts technically clear, but the
honesty that is such according to the spirit as well as
the letter of the law; the honesty that is aggressive, the
honesty that not merely deplores corruption—it is easy
enough to deplore corruption—but that wars against it
and tramples it under foot. I ask for that type of hon-
esty, I ask for militant honesty, for the honesty of the
kind that makes those who have it discontented with
themselves as long as they have failed to do everything
that in them lies to stamp out dishonesty wherever it
can be found, in high place or in low. And let us not
flatter ourselves, we who live in countries where the
people rule that it is ultimately possible for the people
to cast upon any but themselves the responsibilities for
the shape the government and the social and political
life of the community assumes. I ask then that our
people feel quickened within them burning indignation
against wrong in every shape, and condemnation of
that wrong, whether found in private or in public life.
We have a right to demand courage of every man who
wears the uniform; it is not so much a credit to him to
have it as it is shame unutterable to him if he lacks it.
So when we demand honesty, we demand it not as en-
titling the possessor to praise, but as warranting the
heartiest condemnation possible if he lacks it. Surely
in every movement for the betterment of our life, our
life social in the truest and deepest sense, our life polit-
lcal, we have a special right to ask not merely support
but leadership from those of the Church. We ask that
you here to whom much has been given will remember
that from you rightly much will be expected in return.
For all of us here the lines have been cast in pleasant
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laces. Each of us has been given one talent, or five,
or ten talents, and each of us is in honor bound to use
that talent or those talents aright, and to show at the
end that he is entitled to the praise of having done well
as a faithful servant.
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this example counts in many other wa i

li.ness of speech. I want to }sree every n};;f :Lsk:(lieei(f 1;33;1(1-
his own with the strong, and also ashamed to 0 ro
the wcfak. I want to see each young fellow abIeptIz) E:iss
a man's work in the world, and of a type which will X
permit imposition to be practised upon him. I WHOt
to see him too strong of spirit to submit to wz:on agt
on the other hand, ashamed to do wrong to filf oy
I want to see each man able to hold his own in 318.
rough work of actua] life outside, and also, when h s
at home, a goqd man, unselfish in dealing v’vith wifeec:S
:inother, or chl‘ld‘ren. Remember that the preach’inr
does not count if it is not backed up by practice. Th
1; no good in your preaching to your boys to b;f bra:ze
IL you run away. There is no good in your preachin ’
to thf-:xn to tell the truth if you do not. There s .
good in your preaching to them to be unselfish if thno
See you selfish with your wife, disregardful of othefsy

::pec.t that in your own homes and among your own
Sociates you will prove by your deeds that yours is

not a lip-loyalty merely: that :
tice the faith that is ig ,yolf you show in actual prac-
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XXVII
CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP *

It is a peculiar pleasure to me to come before you to-
night to greet you and to bear testimony to the great
good that has been done by these Young Men’s and
Young Women’s Christian Associations throughout the
United States. More and more we are getting to recog-
nize the law of combination. This is true of many
phases in our industrial life, and it is equally true of the
world of philanthropic effort. Nowhere is it, or will it
ever be, possible to supplant individual effort, indi-
vidual initiative; but in addition to this there must be
work in combination. More and more this is recog-
nized as true not only in charitable work proper, but in
that best form of philanthropic endeavor where we all
do good to ourselves by all joining together to do good
to one another. This is exactly what is done in your
associations.

It seems to me that there are several reasons why
you are entitled to especial recognition from all who are
interested in the betterment of our American social
system. First and foremost, your organization recog-
nizes the vital need of brotherhood, the most vital of
all our needs here in this great Republic. The existence
of a Young Men’s or Young Women’s Christian Asso-
ciation is certain proof that some people at least recog-
nize in practical shape the identity of aspiration and in-
terest, both in things material and in things higher,

* Address before the Young Men's Christian Association, New York City, De-
cember 30, 1900,
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which with us must be wide-spread through the masses
of our people if our national life is to attain full de-
velopment. This spirit of brotherhood recognizes of
necessity both the need of self-help and also the need
of helping others in the only way which ever ultimately
does great good, that is, of helping them to help them.
selves. Every man of us needs such help at some time
or other, and each of us should be glad to stretch out
his hand to a brother who stumbles, But while every
man needs at times to be lifted up when he stumbles,
10 man can afford to let himself be carried, and it 1s
worth no man’s while to try thus to carry some one else,
The man who lies down, who will not try to walk, has
become a mere cumberer of the earth’s surface.

These associations of yours try to make men self-
helpful and to help them when they are self-helpful.
They do not try merely to carry them, to benefit them
for the moment at the cost of their future undoing.
This means that all in any way connected with them
not merely retain but increase their self-respect. Any
man who takes part in the work of such an organization
1s benefited to some extent and benefits the community
to some extent—of course, always with the proviso that
the organization is well managed and is run on a busi-
ness basis, as well as with a philanthropic purpose.

The feeling of brotherhood is necessarily as remote
from a patronizing spirit, on the one hand, as from a
spirit of envy and malice, on the other. The best work
for our uplifting must be done by ourselves, and yet
with brotherly kindness for our neighbor. In such
work, and therefore in the kind of work done by the
Young Men’s Christian Associations, we all stand on
the self-respecting basis of mutual benefit and common
effort. All of us who take part in any such work, in
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whatever measure, both receive and conffer.beneﬁts.
This is true of the founder and giver, and it is no less
true of every man who takes advantage 9f what the
founder and giver have done. These bodies make uﬁ
all realize how much we have in common, and how. muc
we can do when we work in common. I doubt if it is
possible to overestimate the good done by the mere
fact of association with a common interest an(.i fo? a
common end, and when the common interest is high
and the common end peculiarly v(s]rorthy, the good done
i ourse many times increased.
° %isides develgping this sense of brotherhood, the
feeling which breeds respect both fo'r oneself .and for
others, your associations ha\fe a .pecuhar‘ val}xe in 'Sllllow;;
ing what can be done by acting in combination withou
aid from the State. While on the.o.ne hand it has b'e-
come evident that under the COIIdl!:lOIlS.Of moc.iern life
we cannot allow an unlimited individualism VthCh may
work harm to the community, it is no less evident that
the sphere of the State’s action should be extepde(.i very
cautiously, and so far as possibl.e'on.ly where it will not
crush out healthy individual initiative. .Vo'luntary ac-
tion by individuals in the form of associations of any
kind for mutual betterment or mutual advantage often
offers a way to avoid alike the dan.ge.rs of'State cor}trc?l
and the dangers of excessive individualism. This 12
particularly true of efforts for that most important o
all forms of betterment, moral betterment—the moral
betterment which usually brings material betterment
1 in.
nIl‘tsist rjnly in this way, by all of us W‘orkin.g togetl;er
in a spirit of brotherhood, by each doing hls.pzimrt or
the betterment of himself and of others, that it is pos-
sible for us to solve the tremendous problems with which
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as a nation we are now confronted. Our industrial life
has become so complex, its rate of movement so very
rapid, and the specialization and differentiation so in-
tense that we find ourselves face to face with conditions
that were practically unknown in this nation half g
century ago. The power of the forces of evil has been
greatly increased, and it is necessary for our self-pres-
ervation that we should similarly strengthen the forces
for good. We are all of us bound to work toward this
end. No one of us can do everything, but each of us
can do something, and if we work together the aggre-
gate of these somethings will be very considerable.

There are, of course, a thousand different ways in
Whiqh the work can be done, and each man must choose
as his tastes and his powers bid him, if he is to do the
best of which he is capable. But all the kinds of work
must be carried along on certain definite lines if good is
to come. All the work must be attempted as on the
whole this Young Men’s Christian Association work
has been done, that Is, in a spirit of good-will toward
all and not of hatred toward some; in a spirit in which
to broad charity for mankind there is added a keen
and healthy sanity of mind. We must retain our self-
respect, each and all of us, and we must beware alike
of mushy sentimentality and of envy and hatred.

I!; ought not to be necessary for me to warn you
agamnst mere sentimentality, against the philanthropy
and charity which are not merely insufficient but harm-
ful. It is eminently desirable that we should none of
us be hard-hearted, but it is no less desirable that we
shou.ld not be soft-headed. I really do not know which
quality is most productive of evil to mankind in the
long‘run_, hardness of heart or softness of head. Naked
charity is not what we permanently want. There are
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of course certain classes, such as young children, widows
with large families, or crippled or very aged people, or
even strong men temporarily crushed by stunning mis-
fortune, on whose behalf we may have to make a frank
and direct appeal to charity, and who can be the re-
cipients of it without any loss of self-respect. But tak-
ing us as a whole, taking the mass of Americans, we do
not want charity, we do not want sentimentality; we
merely want to learn how to act both individually and
together in such fashion as to enable us to hold our own
in the world, to do good to others according to the
measure of our opportunities, and to receive good from
others in ways which will not entail on our part any loss
of self-respect.

It ought to be unnecessary to say that any man who
tries to solve the great problems that confront us by
an appeal to anger and passion, to ignorance and folly,
to malice and envy, is not, and never can be, aught but
an enemy of the very people he professes to befriend.
In the words of Lowell, it is far safer to adopt “All men
up” than “Some men down” for a motto. Speaking
broadly, we cannot in the long run benefit one man by
the downfall of another. Our energies, as a rule, can
be employed to much better advantage in uplifting
some than in pulling down others. Of course there
must sometimes be pulling down, too. We have no
business to blink evils, and where it is necessary that
the knife should be used, let it be used unsparingly, but
let it be used intelligently. When there is need of a
drastic remedy, apply it, but do not apply it in the
spirit of hate. Normally a pound of construction is
worth a ton of destruction.

There is degradation to us if we feel envy and malice
and hatred toward our neighbor for any cause; and if
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we envy him merely his riches, we show we have our-
selves low ideals. Money is a good thing. It is a foolish
affectation to deny it. But it is not the only good
thing, and after a certain amount has been amassed it
ceases to be the chief even of material good things. It
is far better, for instance, to do well a bit of work which
is well worth doing, than to have a large fortune. I do
not care whether this work is that of an engineer on a
great railroad, or captain of a fishing-boat, or foreman
in a factory or machine-shop, or section boss, or divi-
sion chief, or assistant astronomer in an observatory, or
a second lieutenant somewhere in China or the Philip-
pines—each has an important piece of work to do, and
if he is really interested in it, and has the right stuff
in him, he will be altogether too proud of what he is
floing, and too intent on doing it well, to waste his time
in envying others.

From the days when the chosen people received the
Decalogae to our own, envy and malice have been
recognized as evils, and woe to those who appeal to
them. To break the tenth commandment is no more
moral now than it has been for the past thirty centuries.
The vice of envy is not only a dangerous but also a
mean vice, for it is always a confession of inferiority.
It may provoke conduct which will be fruitful of wrong-
doing to others, and it must cause misery to the man
who feels it. It will not be any the less fruitful of wrong
gnd misery if, as is so often the case with evil motives,
it adopts some high-sounding alias. The truth is that
eac.h one of us has in him certain passions and instincts
which if they gained the upper hand in his soul would
mean that the wild beast had come uppermost in him.
Envy, malice, and hatred are such passions, and they
are just as bad if directed against a class or group of
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men as if directed against an individual. What we need
in our leaders and teachers is help in suppressing such
feelings, help in arousing and directing the feelings that
are their extreme opposites. Woe to us as a nation if
we ever follow the lead of men who seek not to smother
but to inflame the wild-beast qualities of the human
heart! In social and industrial no less than in political
reform we can do healthy work, work fit for a free re-
public, fit for self-governing democracy, only by tread-
ing in the footsteps of Washington and Franklin and
Adams and Patrick Henry, and not in the steps of
Marat and Robespierre.

So far, what I have had to say has dealt mainly with
our relations to one another in what may be called the
service of the State. But the basis of good citizenship
is the home. A man must be a good son, husband, and
father, a woman a good daughter, wife, and mother,
first and foremost. There must be no shirking of duties
in big things or in little things. The man who will not
work hard for his wife and his little ones, the woman
who shrinks from bearing and rearing many healthy
children, these have no place among the men and women
who are striving upward and onward. Of course the
family is the foundation of all things in the State. Sins
against pure and healthy family life are those which
of all others are sure in the end to be visited most heavily
upon the nation in which they take place. We must
beware, moreover, not merely of the great sins, but of
the lesser ones which when taken together cause such
an appalling aggregate of misery and wrong. The
drunkard, the lewd liver, the coward, the liar, the dis-
honest man, the man who is brutal to or neglectful of
parents, wife, or children—of all of these the shrift
should be short when we speak of decent citizenship.
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Every ounce of effort for good in your associations is
part of the ceaseless war against the traits which pro-
duce such men. But in addition to condemning the
grosser forms of evil we must not forget to condemn
also the evils of bad temper, lack of gentleness, nag-
ging and whining fretfulness, lack of consideration for
others—the evils of selfishness in all its myriad forms.
Each man or woman must remember his or her duty to
all around, and especially to those closest and nearest,
and such remembrance is the best possible preparation
for doing duty for the State as a whole.

We ask that these associations, and the men and
women who take part in them, practise the Christian
doctrines which are preached from every true pulpit.
The Decalogue and the Golden Rule must stand as the
foundation of every successful effort to better either our
social or our political life. ““Fear the Lord and walk in
his ways” and “Love thy neighbor as thyself”—when
we practise these two precepts, the reign of social and
civic righteousness will be close at hand. Christianity
teaches not only that each of us must so live as to save
his own soul, but that each must also strive to do his
whole duty by his neighbor. We cannot live up to
these teachings as we should; for in the presence of
infinite might and infinite wisdom, the strength of the
strongest man is but weakness, and the keenest of mor-
tal eyes see but dimly. But each of us can at least
strive, as light and strength are given him, toward the
ideal. Effort along any one line will not suffice. We
must not only be good, but strong. We must not only
be high-minded, but brave-hearted. We must think
loftily, and we must also work hard. It is not written
in the Holy Book that we must merely be harmless as
doves. It is also written that we must be wise as ser-
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ents. Craft unaccompanied by conscience makes the
crafty man a social wild beast who preys on the com-
munity and must be hunted out of it. Gentleness and
sweetness unbacked by strength and high resolve are
almost impotent for good.

The true Christian is the true citizen, lofty of purpose,
resolute in endeavor, ready for a hero’s deeds, but never
looking down on his task because it is cast in the day
of small things; scornful of baseness, awake tc? his own
duties as well as to his rights, following the hlgh.er law
with reverence, and in this world doing all that in him
lies, so that when death comes he may feel th.at man-
kind is in some degree better because he has lived.
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BROTHERHOOD AND THE HEROIC VIRTUES *

I sPEAXK to you to-night less as men of Vermont than
as members of the Grand Army which saved the Union
But at the outset I must pay a special tribute to 0u1:
State. Vermont was not a rich State, compared %v;ith
many States, and she had sent out so many tens of
thousands of her sons to the West that it is not j .
probabl.e that as many men of Vermont birth servedni:
the regiments of other States as in those of her own
State. Yet, notwithstanding this drain, your gallant
S.tate Was surpassed by no other State of the N orth
either in the number of men according to her popul :
t}on which she sent into the army, or in thIZ:I;' 13'
tive extent of her financial support of the war ’f‘ci;

much cannot be said of the high quality of the Vc;rmont
Isl(?l(}illers; and one contributing factor in securing this
; ;frugsﬁz ‘Z}?S t]lle good sense which continually sent
Formin Onz: ready existing regiments instead of

It is dlﬂicult to express the full measure of obligation
:n(’ier which this country is to the men who fro%n ’61
t:SkGi, ﬁ?cﬁchup the most terrible and vitally necessary
i ifl thats ever fallen to the lot of any generation
e ¢ western hemisphere. Other men have
X ered great service to the country, but the service
g) tl}ll rendered was not merely great—it was incalculable.
oy s;dm::rbg their lives or their deaths have kept un-
t o onor, have wrought marvels for our in-
erest, have led us forward to triumph, or warded off

* Address at Burlington, Vvt., September 5, 1901,
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disaster from us; other men have marshalled our ranks
upward across the stony slopes of greatness. But you
did more, for you saved us from annihilation. We can
feel proud of what others did only because of what you
did. It was given to you, when the mighty days came,
to do the mighty deeds, for which the days called, and
if your deeds had been left undone, all that had been
already accomplished would have turned into apples of
Sodom under our teeth. The glory of Washington and
the majesty of Marshall would have crumbled into
meaningless dust if you and your comrades had not
buttressed their work with your strength of steel, your
courage of fire. The Declaration of Independence would
now sound like a windy platitude, the Constitution of
the United States would ring as false as if drawn by the
Abbé Sieyés in the days of the French Terror, if your
stern valor had not proved the truth of the one and
made good the promise of the other. In our history
there have been other victorious struggles for right, on
the field of battle and in civic strife. To have failed in
these other struggles would have meant bitter shame
and grievous loss. But you fought in the one strug-
gle where failure meant death and destruction to our
people; meant that our whole past history would be
crossed out of the records of successful endeavor with
the red and black lines of failure; meant that not one
man in all this wide country would now be holding his
head upright as a free citizen of a mighty and glorious
Republic.

All this you did, and therefore you are entitled to
the homage of all men who have not forgotten in their
blindness either the awful nature of the crisis, or the
worth of priceless service rendered in the hour of direst

need.
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You met a great need, that vanished because of your
success. You have left us many memories, to be prized
forevermore. You have taught us many lessons, and
none more important than the lesson of brotherhood
The realization of the underlying brotherhood of om:
people,:, the feeling that there should be among them an
essential unity of purpose and sympathy, must be kept
close at heart if we are to do our work well here in our
A.merican life. You have taught us both by what you
did on the tented fields, and by what you have done
since in civic life, how this spirit of brotherhood can be
made a living, a vital force.

In the first place, you have left us the right of brother-
hood with the gallant men who wore the gray in the
rank§ against which you were pitted. At the opening
of this new century, all of us, the children of a reunited
country, have a right to glory in the countless deeds of
valor done alike by the men of the North and the men
of the Sputh. We can retain an ever-growing sense of
the a!l-lmportance, not merely to our people but to
mankind, of the Union victory, while giving the freest
a'nd heartiest recognition to the sincerity and self-devo-
tion of those Americans, our fellow countrymen, who

then fpught against the stars in their courses, ’Now
‘.there 1s none left, North or South, who does not take
Joy and pride in the Union; and when three years ago
we once more had to face a foreign enemy, the heart of
every true American thrilled with pride to see veterans
who had fought in the Confederate uniform once more
appear urder Uncle Sam’s colors, side by side with their
former foes, and leading to victory under the famous
old flag the sons both of those who had worn the blue
and of those who had worn the gray.
But there are other ways in which you have taught
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the lesson of brotherhood. In our highly complex,
highly specialized industrial life of to-day there are
many tendencies for good and there are also many ten-
dencies for evil. Chief among the latter is the way in
which, in great industrial centres, the segregation of in-
terests invites a segregation of sympathies. In our old
American life, and in the country districts where to-day
the old conditions still largely obtain, there was and is
no such sharp and rigid demarcation between different
groups of citizens. In most country districts at the
present day not only have the people many feelings in
common, but, what is quite as important, they are
perfectly aware that they have these feelings in com-
mon. In the cities the divergence of real interests is
nothing like as great as is commonly supposed; but it
does exist, and, above all, there is a tendency to forget
or ignore the community of interest. There is com-
paratively little neighborliness, and life is so busy and
the population so crowded that it is impossible for the
average man to get into touch with any of his fellow
citizens save those in his immediate little group. In
consequence there tends to grow up a feeling of estrange-
ment between different groups, of forgetfulness of the
great primal needs and primal passions that are common
to all of us.

It is therefore of the utmost benefit to have men
thrown together under circumstances which force them
to realize their community of interest, especially where
the community of interest arises from community of
devotion to a lofty ideal. The great Civil War ren-
dered precisely this service. It drew into the field a
very large proportion of the adult male population, and
it lasted so long that its lessons were thoroughly driven
home. In our other wars the same lessons, or nearly
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the same lessons, have been taught, but upon so much
smaller a scale that the effect is in no shape or wa
comparable. In the Civil War, merchant and clerky
manufacturer and mechanic, farmer and hired man,
capitalist and wage-worker, city man and countr man’
Easterm.er and Westerner, went into the army tog}éther,
faced toil and risk and hardship side by side, died with’
the same fortitude, and felt the same disinterested thri]]
of triumph when the victory came. In our modern life
there are only a few occupations where risk has to be
feare(?, and there are many occupations where no ex-
haustlng labor has to be faced; and so there are plent
of: us who can be benefited by a little actual experiencz
with the rough side of things. It was a good thing, 3
very good thing, to have a great mass of our pef : le
learn what it was to face death and endure toil to ethfe:r
and e_xll on an exact level. You whom I am ngw ad-,
dressing remember well, do you not, the weary, foot-
sore marches under the burning sun, when the bl;nkets
seemed too heavy to carry, and then the shivering slee
In the trenches, when the mud froze after dark and thg
blankets seemed altogether too light instead of too
heavy? You remember the scanty fare, and you re-
member, above all, how you got to estimate each of
your fellows by what there was in him and not by any-
thing adventitious in his surroundings. It was of Vitzl
lmportance to you that the men on your left and your
right should do their duty; that they should comeyfor-
ward Wher} the order was to advance; that they should
keep the lines with ceaseless vigilance and fortitude if
on the defens.ive. You neither knew nor cared what
had been their occupations, or whether they were in
:vorldly ways well off or the reverse. What you desired
0 know about them was to be sure that they would
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“stay put” when the crisis came. Was not this so?
You know it was.
Moreover, all these qualities of fine heroism and stub-
born endurance were displayed in a spirit of devotion
to a lofty ideal, and not for material gain. The aver-
age man who fought in our armies during the Civil War
could have gained much more money if he had stayed
in civil life. When the end came his sole reward was
to feel that the Union had been saved, and the flag
which had been rent in sunder once more made whole.
Nothing was more noteworthy than the marvellous way
in which, once the war was ended, the great armies
which had fought it to a triumphant conclusion dis-
banded, and were instantly lost in the current of our
civil life. The soldier turned at once to the task of
earning his own livelihood. But he carried within him
memories of inestimable benefit to himself, and he be-
queathed to us who come after him the priceless heri-
tage of his example. From the major-general to the
private in the ranks each came back to civil life with
the proud consciousness of duty well done, and all with
a feeling of community of interest which they could
have gained in no other way. Each knew what work
was, what danger was. Each came back with his own
power for labor and endurance strengthened, and yet
with his sympathy for others quickened. From that
day to this the men who fought in the great war have
inevitably had in them a spirit to which appeal for any
lofty cause could be made with the confident knowledge
that there would be immediate and eager response. In
the breasts of the men who saw Appomattox there was
no room for the growth of the jealous, greedy, sullen
envy which makes anarchy, which has bred the red
Commune. They had gone down to the root of things,
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and knew how to judge and value, each man his neigh-
bor, whether that neighbor was rich or poor; neither
envying him because of his wealth, nor despising him
because of his poverty.
The lesson taught by the great war could only be

imperfectly taught by any lesser war. Nevertheless,
not a little good has been done even by such struggles
as that which ended in insuring independence to Cuba,
and in giving to the Philippines a freedom to which
they could never have attained had we permitted them
to fall into anarchy or under tyranny. It was a pleasant
thing to see the way in which men came forward from
every walk of life, from every section of the country,
as soon as the call to arms occurred. The need was
small and easily met, and not one in a hundred of the
ardent young fellows who pressed forward to enter the

army had a chance to see any service whatever. But

it was good to see that the spirit of ’61 had not been

lost. Perhaps the best feature of the whole movement

was the eagerness with which men went into the ranks,

anxious only to serve their country and to do their

share of the work without regard to anything in the
way of reward or position; for, gentlemen, it is upon the
efficiency of the enlisted man, upon the way he does
his duty, that the efficiency of the whole army really
depends, and the prime work of the officer is, after all,
only to develop, foster, and direct the good qualities of
the men under him.

Well, this rush into the ranks not only had a very
good side, but also at times an amusing side. I re-
member one characteristic incident which occurred on
board one of our naval vessels. Several of these ves-
sels were officered and manned chiefly from the naval
militia of the different States, the commander and
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executive officer, and a few veterans here and there
among the crew, being the only ones that came from
the regular service. The naval‘ militia contained ivgry
type of man, from bankers with a taste for yac 1}:11ng
to longshoremen, and they all went in and did their
best. But of course it was a little hard for some of the}lln
to adjust themselves to their surroundings. Oneof t 3
vessels in question, toward the end of the war, retun;)e'
from the Spanish Main and anchored in one of our big
orts. Early one morning a hard-looking and seemci
ingly rather dejected member of the crew was enga::gg
in “squeegeeing” the quarter-deck, when the cap a;:;
came up and, noticing a large and handsome ya}f
near by (I shall not use the real name of the yac t)’:
remarked to himself: “I wonder what boat that is?
The man with the squeegee touched his cap and said
in answer: “The Dawn, sir.” “How'do y‘(‘)u know
that?” quoth the captain, looking at hi. Because
I own her, sir,” responded the man with the squee-
gee, again touching his cap; and the conversation
en(liIe(()iv.v, it was a first-rate thing for that man h1m§elf
to have served his trick, not merely as the man b.ehlnd
the gun, but as the man with the squeegee; and 1‘; wg,s
a mighty good thing for the country that he should do
it. In our volunteer regiments we had scores of en-
listed men of independent means serving. undgr officers
many of whom were dependent for .thelr daily bread
upon the work of their hands or brain from month to
month. It was a good thing for both classes to be
brought together on such terms. It showed that we
of this generation had not wholly f(?rgotten the leés.og
taught by you who fought to a finish the great Civi
War. And there is no danger to the future of this
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country just so long as that lesson is remembered in all
1ts bearings, civil and military.
Your history, rightly studied, will teach us the time-
worn truth that in war, as in peace, we need chief
the every-day, commonplace virtues, and, above all ar);
unflagging sense of duty. Yet in dwelling upon ’the
lessons for our ordinary conduct which we can learn
from your experience, we must never forget that it also
shows us what should be our model in times that are
not ordinary, in the times that try men’s souls. We
need to h:fw.e within us the splendid heroic virtues which
alone avail in the mighty crises, the terrible catastrophes
whereby a nation is either purified as if by fire, or else
consumed forever in the flames. When you of tile Civil
War sprang forward at Abraham Lincoln’s call to ut
all that. life holds dear, and life itself, in the scale Wfi)th
the nation’s honor, you were able to do what you did
because you had in you not only the qualities that
make g09d citizens, but in addition the high and in-
tense traits, the deep passion and enthusiasm, which
go to make up those heroes who are fit to deal w’ith iron
days. We can never as a nation afford to forget that
back of our reason, our understanding, and our com-’
mon sense, there must lie, in full strength, the tremen-
dous fupdamental passions, which are not often needed
but‘ which every truly great race must have as g Well—’
Spring of motive in time of need.

I shall end by quoting to you in substance certain
Z;)lzdvsv fronll a mini§ter of the Gospel, a most witty man,
do‘m, Sa;da:l Z; aS Elliléﬁ):sopher and a man of profound wis-

The history of the world shows us that men are not
to be counted by their numbers, but by the fire and
vigor of their passions; by their deep sense of injury;
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by their memory of past glory; by their eagerness for
fresh fame; by their clear and steady resolution of
either ceasing to live, or of achieving a particular ob-
ject, which, when it is once formed, strikes off a load
of manacles and chains, and gives free space to all
heavenly and heroic feelings. All great and extraor-
dinary actions come from the heart. There are seasons
in human affairs when qualities, fit enough to conduct
the common business of life, are feeble and useless, when
men must trust to emotion for that safety which reason
at such times can never give. These are the feelings
which led the ten thousand over the Carduchian moun-
tains; these are the feelings by which a handful of Greeks
broke in pieces the power of Persia; and in the fens of
the Dutch and in the mountains of the Swiss these
feelings defended happiness and revenged the oppres-
sions of man! God calls all the passions out in their
keenness and vigor for the present safety of mankind,
anger and revenge and the heroic mind, and a readiness
to suffer—all the secret strength, all the invisible array
of the feelings—all that nature has reserved for the
great scenes of the world. When the usual hopes and
the common aids of man are all gone, nothing remains
under God but those passions which have often proved
the best ministers of His purpose and the surest pro-
tectors of the world.”
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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION

TaE addresses printed in this volume were delivered
under the auspices of Pacific Theological Seminary by
the Honorable Theodore Roosevelt, as Earl Lecturer,
in the spring of 1911. The seminary is fortunate in
possessing a lectureship founded by Mr. Edwin T. Earl
in 1901, whose purpose, as stated in the articles of
foundation, is “to aid in securing at the University of
California the presentation of Christian truth by bring-
ing to Berkeley year by year eminent Christian scholars
and thinkers to speak upon themes calculated to illus-
trate and disseminate Christian thought and minister
to Christian life.” The uncommon public interest
which this series of lectures aroused, and the attendance
of many thousands who daily crowded the Greek Theatre
to hear them, emphasized to the Lectureship Committee
the desirability of yielding to a wide-spread demand for
their publication. Since Mr. Roosevelt did not have a
manuscript, arrangements were made for an accurate
stenographic report, which was afterward submitted to
him for revision. So much should be said in explana-
tion of the forensic form of these lectures. Their fine
ethical purpose justifies the hope that they may con-
tinue to stimulate good citizenship in wider circles than
those which came within reach of the speaker’s voice.

September, 1911. WILLIAM FREDERIC BADE.

Pacific Theological Seminary,
Berkeley, Calif.
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II1
THE BIBLE AND THE LIFE OF THE PEOPLE

I mAVE come here to-day, in the course of a series of
lectures upon applied ethics, upon realizable ideals, to
speak of the book to which our people owe infinitely
the greater part of their store of ethics, infinitely the
greater part of their knowledge of how to apply that
store to the needs of our every-day life.

There have been many collections of the sacred
books, the sacred writings of the Old and New Testa-
ments—many collections of note. Upon an occasion
such as this we who think most of all of the King James
version of the Bible should be the first to acknowledge
our obligation to many of the other versions, especially
to the earliest of the great versions, the Vulgate of St.
Jerome, a very great version, a version that played an
incalculable part in the development of western Europe,
because it put the Bible into the common language of
western Europe, the language known to every man who
pretended to any degree of learning—Latin—and
the‘refore gave the Bible to the peoples of the West at
a time when the old classic civilization of Greece and
Rome had first crumbled to rottenness and had then
been overwhelmed by the barbarian sea. In the wreck

of the Old World, Christianity was all that the sur-
vivors had to cling to; and the Latin version of the
Bible put it at their disposal.
.Other versions of the Bible followed from time to
time, and gradually men began to put them into the
vernaculars of the different countries. Wyelif’s Bible
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is one version to which we must feel under deep ob-
ligation. But the great debt of the English-speaking
peoples everywhere is to the translation of the Bible
that we all know—I trust I can say, all here know—in
our own homes, the Bible as it was put forth in English
three centuries ago. No other book of any kind ever
written in English—perhaps no other book ever written
in any other tongue—has ever so affected the whole life
of a people as this authorized version of the Scriptures
has affected the life of the English-speaking peoples.
1 enter a most earnest plea that in our hurried and
rather bustling life of to-day we do not lose the hold
that our forefathers had on the Bible. I wish to see
Bible study as much a matter of course in the secular
college as in the seminary. No educated man can af-
ford to be ignorant of the Bible; and no uneducated
man can afford to be ignorant of the Bible. Occasional
critics, taking sections of the Old Testament, are able
to point out that the teachings therein are not in ac-
cordance with our own convictions and views of moral-
ity, and they ignore the prime truth that these deeds
recorded in the Old Testament are not in accordance
with our theories of morality because of the very fact
that these theories are based upon the New Testament,
because the New Testament represents not only in one
sense the fulfilment of the Old but in another sense
the substitution of the New Testament for the Old
in certain vital points of ethics. If critics of this kind
would study the morality inculcated by the Old Testa-
ment among the chosen people, and compare it, not
with the morality of to-day, not with the morality
created by the New Testament, but with the morality
of the surrounding nations of antiquity, who had no
Bible, they would appreciate the enormous advances

607



REALIZABLE IDEALS

that the Old Testament even in its most primitive form
worked for the Jewish people. The Old Testament did
not carry Israel as far as the New Testament has carried
us; but it advanced Israel far beyond the point any
neighboring nation had then reached.

In studying the writings of the average critic who
has assailed the Bible the most salient point is usually
his peculiar shallowness in failing to understand, not
merely the lofty ethical teachings of the Bible as we
now know it, but the elemental fact that even the most
primitive ethical system taught in the primitive por-
tions of the Bible, the earliest of the sacred writings,
marks a giant stride in moral advance when compared
with the contemporary ethical conceptions of the other
peoples of the day.

Moreover, I appeal for a study of the Bible on many
different accounts, even aside from its ethical and moral
teachings, even aside from the fact that all serious
people, all men who think deeply, even among non-
Christians, have come to agree that the life of Christ,
as set forth in the four Gospels, represents an infinitely
higher and purer morality than is preached in any other
book of the world. Aside from this, I ask that the Bible
be studied for the sake of the breadth it must give to
every man who studies it. I cannot understand the
mental attitude of those who would put the Bible to
one side as not being a book of interest to grown men.
What could interest men who find the Bible dull? The
Sunday newspaper ? Think of the difference there must
be in the mental make-up of the man whose chief read-
ing includes the one, as compared with the man whose
chief reading is represented by the other—the vulgarity,
the shallowness, the inability to keep the mind fixed on
any serious subject, which is implied in the mind of any
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man who cannot read the Bible and yet can take plea-
sure in reading only literature of the type of the colored
supplement of the Sunday paper. Now, I am not
speaking against the colored supplement of any paper
in its place; but as a substitute for serious reading of
the great Book, it represents a type of mind which it
is gross flattery merely to call shallow.

I do not ask you to accept the word of those who
preach the Bible as an inspired book; I make my ap-
peal not only to professing Christians; I make it to
every man who seeks after a high and useful life, to
every man who seeks the inspiration of religion, or who
endeavors to make his life conform to a high ethical
standard; to every man who, be he Jew or Gentile,
whatever his form of religious belief, whatever creed
he may profess, faces life with the real desire not only
to get out of it what is best, but to do his part in every-
thing that tells for the ennobling and uplifting of hu-
manity.

I am making a plea, not only for the training of the
mind, but for the moral and spiritual training of the
home and the church, the moral and spiritual training
that has always been found in, and has ever accom-
panied, the study of the book which in almost every
civilized tongue, and in many an uncivilized, can be
described as “the Book” with the certainty of having
the description understood by all listeners. A year and
a quarter ago I was passing on foot through the native
kingdom of Uganda, in Central Africa. Uganda is the
most highly developed of the pure Negro states in
Africa. It is the state which has given the richest re-
turn for missionary labor. It now contains some half-
million of Christians, the direction of the government
being in the hands of those Christians. I was interested
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to find that in their victorious fight against, in the first
place, heathendom, and, in the next place, Moslemism,
the native Christians belonging to the several different
sects, both Catholics and Protestants, had taken as
their symbol “the Book,” sinking all minor differences
among themselves, and coming together on the com-
mon ground of their common belief in “the Book”
that was the most precious gift the white man had
brought to them.

It is of that book, and as testimony to its incalculable
influence for good from the educational and moral stand-
point, that the great scientist Huxley wrote in the fol-
lowing words:

“Consider the great historical fact that for three
centuries this book has been woven into the life of all
that is noblest and best in English history; that it has
become the national epic of Britain; that it is written
in the noblest and purest English and abounds in ex-
quisite beauties of mere literary form; and, finally, that
it forbids the veriest hind, who never left his village,
to be ignorant of the existence of other countries and
other civilizations of a great past stretching back to
the farthest limits of the oldest nations in the world.
By the study of what other book could children be so
much humanized and made to feel that each figure in
that vast historical procession fills, like themselves, but
a momentary space in the interval between the Eterni-
ties?”’

I ask your attention to this when I plead for the
training of children in the Bible. I am quoting, not a
professed Christian, but a scientific man whose scien-
tific judgment is thus expressed as to the value of Bibli-
cal training for the young.

And again listen to what Huxley says as to the bear-
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ing of the Bible upon those who study the ills of our
time with the hope of eventually remedying them:

“The Bible has been the Magna Carta of the poor
and of the oppressed. Down to modern times no State
has had a constitution in which the interests of the
people are so largely taken into account, in which the
duties so much more than the privileges of rulers are
insisted upon, as that drawn up for Israel in Deuter-
onomy and in Leviticus; nowhere is the fundamental
truth that the welfare of the State in the long run de-
pends upon the righteousness of the citizen so strongly
laid down. . . . The Bible is the most democratic book
in the world.”

This is the judgment of Huxley, one of the greatest
scientific thinkers of the last century. I ask you to train
children in the Bible. Never commit the awful error of
training the child by making him learn verses of the
Bible as a punishment. I remember once calling upon
a very good woman and finding one of her small sons,
with a face of black injury, studying the Bible, and this
very good woman said to me with pride: “Johnny has
been bad, and he is learning a chapter of Isaiah by
heart.” I could not refrain from saying: “My dear
madam, how can you do such a dreadful thing as to
make the unfortunate Johnny associate for the rest of
his life the noble and beautiful poetry and prophecy of
Isaiah with an excessively disagreeable task? You are
committing a greater wrong against him than any he
has himself committed.” Punish the children in any
other way that is necessary; but do not make them look
upon the Bible with suspicion and dislike as an instru-
ment of torture, so that they feel that it is a pain to
have to read it, instead of, as it ought to be, a privilege
and pleasure to read it.
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In reading the Bible and the beautiful Bible stories
that have delighted childhood for so many generations,
my own preference is to read them from the Bible and
not as explained even in otherwise perfectly nice little
books. Read these majestic and simple stories with
whatever explanation is necessary to make the child
understand the words; and then the story he will under-
stand without difficulty.

Of course we must not forget to give whatever ex-
planation is necessary to enable the child to understand
the words. I think every father and mother comes to
realize how queerly the little brains will accept new
words at times. I remember an incident of the kind in
connection with a clergyman to whose church I went
when a very small boy. It was a big Presbyterian
church in Madison Square, New York; any New Yorker
of my age who happens to be present here will probably
recollect the church. We had a clergyman, one of the
finest men that I had ever met, one of the very, very
raré men to whom it would be no misuse of words to
describe as saintly. He was very fond of one of his
little grandsons. This little grandson showed an entire
willingness to come to church and to Sunday-school
when there were plenty of people present; but it was
discovered that he was most reluctant to go anywhere
near the church when there were not people there. As
often happens with a child (every mother knows how
difficult it often is to find out just what the little mind
is thinking), his parents could not find out for some
time what was the matter with the little boy or what
he was afraid of in the church. Finally, Doctor Adams,
the clergyman, started down to the church and asked
his little grandson to come with him. After a little
hesitation the small boy said yes, if his grandfather
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were coming, he would go. They got inside the church
and walked down the aisle, their footsteps echoing in the
empty church. The little fellow trotted alongside his
grandfather, looking with half-frightened eagerness on
every side. Soon he said: ““Grandfather, where is the
zeal?”” The grandfather, much puzzled, responded:
““Where is what?” ‘““Where is the zeal 7’ repeated the
little boy. The grandfather said: “I don’t know what
you mean; what are you talking of 7’ “Why, grand-
father, don’t you know? ‘The zeal of thine house hath
eaten me up’!” Now that little fellow had been ren-
dered profoundly uncomfortable and very suspicious of
the church because he had read this statement, had ac-
cepted it in literal fashion, and concluded there was
some kind of fearful beast dwelling in the church, as to
which it behooved him to be on his guard.

It would be a great misfortune for our people if they
ever lost the Bible as one of their habitual standards
and guides in morality. In addressing this body, which
must contain representatives of many different creeds,
I ask you men and women to treat the Bible in the
only way in which it can be treated if benefit is to be
obtained from it, and that is, as a guide to conduct.
I make no pretense to speak to you on dogmatic the-
ology—there are probably scores of different views of
dogma here represented.  There are scores of different
ways leading toward the same goal; but there is one test
which we have a right to apply to the professors of all
the creeds—the test of conduct. More and more, peo-
ple who possess either religious belief or aspiration after
religious belief are growing to demand conduct as the
ultimate test of the worth of the belief. I hope that
after what I have said no man can suspect me of failure
rightly to estimate the enormous influence that study
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of the Bible should have on our lives; but I would rather
not see a man study it at all than have him read it as
a fetich on Sunday and disregard its teachings on all
other days of the week; because, evil though we think
the conduct of the man who disregards its teachings on
week-days, it is still worse if that conduct is tainted
with the mean vice of hypocrisy. The measure of our
respect for and belief in the man and the woman who
do try to shape their lives by the highest ethical stand-
ards inculcated in the Scriptures must in large part be
also the measure of our contempt for those who osten-
tatiously read the Bible and then disregard its teach-
ings in their dealings with their fellow men.

I do not like the thief, big or little; I do not like him
in business and I do not like him in politics; but I dis-
like him most when, to shield himself from the effects
of his wrong-doing, he claims that, after all, he is a
“religious man.” He is not a religious man, save in
the sense that the Pharisee was a religious man in the
time of the Saviour. The man who advances the fact
that he goes to church and reads the Bible as an odset
to the fact that he has acted like a scoundrel in his pub-
lic or private relations, only writes his own condemna-
tion in larger letters than before. And so a man or a
woman who reads and quotes the Bible as a warrant
and an excuse for hardheartedness and uncharitableness
and lack of mercy to friend or neighbor is reading and
quoting the Bible to his or her own damage, perhaps to
his or her own destruction. Let the man who goes to
church, who reads the Bible, feel that it is peculiarly
incumbent upon him so to lead his life in the face of
the world that no discredit shall be brought upon the
creed he professes, that no discredit shall attach to the
book in accordance with which he asserts that he leads
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his own life. Sometimes I have seen—all of you have
seen—the appeal made to stand by a man who has done
evil, on the ground that he is a pillar of the church.
Such a man is a rotten pillar of any church. And the
professors of any creed, the men belonging to any
church, should be more jealous than any outsider in
holding such a man to account, in demanding that his
practice shall square with the high professions of be-
lief. Such a man sins not only against the moral law,
sins not only against the community as a whole, but
sins, above all, against his own church, against all who
profess religion, against all who belong to churches, be-
cause he by his life gives point to the sneer of the cynic
who disbelieves in all application of Christian ethics to
life, and who tries to make the ordinary man distrust
church people as hypocrites. Whenever any church
member is guilty of business dishonesty or political
dishonesty or offenses against the moral law in any way,
those who are members of churches should feel a far
greater regret and disappointment than those who are
not members. They cannot afford for one moment to
let it be supposed that they exact from the attenders
at church any less strict observance of the moral law
than if they did not attend church. They cannot af-
ford to let the outside world even for a moment think
that they accept church-going and Bible-reading as
substitutes for, instead of incitements toward, leading
a higher and better and more useful life. We must
strive each of us so to conduct our own lives as to be,
to a certain extent at least, our brother’s keeper. We
must show that we actually do take into our own
souls the teachings that we read; that we apply to our-
selves the Gospel teaching that a corrupt tree cannot
bring forth good fruit, and that the sound tree must
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prove its soundness by the fruit it brings forth; that
we apply to ourselves the teachings of the epistle
wherein we are warned to be doers of the Word and
not hearers only.

I have asked you to read the Bible for the beautiful
English and for the history it teaches, as well as for
the grasp it gives you upon the proper purpose of man-
kind. Of course, if you read it only for sesthetic pur-
poses, if you read it without thought of following its
ethical teachings, then you are apt to do but little good
to your fellow men; for if you regard the reading of it
as an intellectual diversion only, and, above all, if you
regard this reading simply as an outward token of Sun-
day respectability, small will be the good that you
yourself get from it. Our success in striving to help
our fellow men, and therefore to help ourselves, de-
pends largely upon our success as we strive, with what-
ever shortcomings, with whatever failures, to lead our
lives in accordance with the great ethical principles
laid down in the life of Christ, and in the New Testa-
ment writings which seek to expound and apply his
teachings.
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IV

THE PUBLIC SERVANT AND THE EIGHTH
COMMANDMENT

I am overcome more and more with your good
nature in coming here. I learn a great deal more from
you than you can possibly learn from me.

To-day I come to speak on the text “The Public
Servant and the Eighth Commandment,” and like
some other preachers, I do not intend to keep purely
to that text. I chose the two titles I speak upon to-
day and to-morrow because I wish to lay especial stress
upon the prime virtue of the public servant and there-
fore the prime crime of the unworthy public servant;
and also upon the prime virtue and the corresponding
prime crime of the man who writes about the public
servant, the man of the newspaper press and maga-
zines. With the latter I shall deal to-morrow. To-day
I wish to speak of the public servant. Because the
first essential in a public man is honesty, I have chosen
as my title the public servant and the eighth com-
mandment; but I wish to speak of much more than
the eighth commandment in connection with the pub-
lic servant, and I wish to speak of the attituac of the
public as well as of the attitude of its servant.

There used to be in the army an old proverb that
there were no bad regiments, but plenty of bad colonels.
So in private life I have grown to believe that if you
always find bad servants in a household you want to
look out for the mistress. I wonder if you grasp just
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what T mean by that. If you always find bad public
servants, look out for the public! We here—you my
hearers and I—live in a government where we are the
people and, in consequence, where we are not to be
excused if the government goes wrong. There are
many countries where the government can be very
wrong indeed and where nevertheless it can be said
that the people are fundamentally right, for they don’t
choose their public servants, they don’t choose their
government. On the contrary, we do choose our gov-
ernment, not temporarily but permanently, and in the
long run our public servants must necessarily be what
we choose to have them. They represent us; they
must represent our self-restraint and sense of decency
and common sense, or else our folly, our wickedness, or
at least our supine indifference in letting others do the
work of government for us. Not only should we have
the right type of public servants, but we should re-
member that the wrong type discredits not only the
man himself but each of us whose servant he is. Some-
times I hear our countrymen inveigh against politicians;
¥ hear our countrymen abroad saying: “Oh, you mustn’t
judge us by our politicians.” I always want to inter-
rupt and answer: “You must judge us by our politi-
cians.” 'We pretend to be the masters—we, the people
—and if we permit ourselves to be ill served, to be
served by corrupt and incompetent and inefficient men,
then on our own heads must the blame rest.

The other day I spoke to you of the prime need of
having each man act the good citizen first in his own
home, a,n.d I added that unless he did, he could not be
a good citizen. But that is not enough. In addition
the man must do his part, not merely in the election of
candidates, but in creating the kind of atmosphere
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which will make the public man unwilling to do wrong,
and especially unwilling to permit wrong in its grosser
forms.

I began my education early, immediately after leav-
ing college; for about that time I first began to spend
a good deal of my time west of the Mississippi, and I
also went into the New York legislature, a by no means
wholly arcadian body. Itis a little difficult to persuade
me that politically we are growing worse. I do not
think so. I think that politically we have grown a lit-
tle better during the thirty years that I have watched
politics close at hand. 'We have slipped back, now and
then, we have had trouble of every kind—local dis-
turbances—yet on the whole I believe we have grown
better and not worse; but there is still ample room for
improvement !

One of the first things that struck me in the legisla-
ture was the amount of downright corruption that I
saw and the utter cynicism with which many of the
men who practised the corruption spoke of it. The
next thing that struck me, as I grew better acquainted
with political conditions, was the difficulty in arousing
the public to an attitude of hostility toward that cor-
ruption. This was largely because the public declined
to be awakened unless they thought the corruption was
directly exercised at their own expense; in other words,
it availed little to go into a district and say, “Look at
that man’s votes on such and such questiors; they
show that he isn’t a straight man,” unless the people
of the district believed that their own interest was in-
volved in one of the questions upon which the man
had voted wrong. For instance, there were in the
legislature at that time many country members who
were scrupulous to do right, or at least to appear to do
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right, on the smallest questions affecting their own dis-
tricts, but who would go very far wrong indeed when
the question was one involving some interest in New
York City; for they trusted to the fact that their people
did not care how they voted on New York City matters
as long as they kept straight on matters immediately
affecting the constituents themselves. Naturally men
who held such a standard were certain when they got
into higher offices to be false to their trust. You can-
not have unilateral honesty. The minute that a man
is dishonest along certain lines, even though he pre-
tends to be honest along other lines, you can be sure
that it is only a pretense, it is only expediency; and you
cannot trust to the mere sense of expediency to hold a
man straight under heavy pressure. I very early made
up my mind that it was a detriment to the public to
have in public life any man whose attitude was merely
that he would be as honest as the law made it necessary
for l}im to be. The kind of honesty which essentially
consists merely in too great acuteness to get into jail
Is a mighty poor type of honesty upon which to rely;
because, up near the border-line between what can and
what cannot be punished by law, there come many
occasions when the man can defile the public service,
can defy the public conscience, can in spirit be false to
his oath, and yet technically keep his skirts clear.
When I say that the prime need is that the public
servant shall obey the eighth commandment I do not
mean merely that he shall keep himself in such shape
th‘at a clever lawyer can get him off if he is charged
with theft. I mean that he shall be honest intensively
and extensively. I mean that he shall act with the
same fine sense of honor toward the public and on be-
half of the public that we expect to be shown by those
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neighbors with whom we are willing to trust not only
our money, but our good names. If you intend to trust
a neighbor, the kind of neighbor whom you certainly
will not choose is the man of whom it can only be said
that you are quite sure you won’t be able to get him in
jail. The kind of mental acuteness that is shown merely
by a thorough study of the best methods of escaping
successful criminal procedure is not the kind of mental
acuteness that you value in your friend, in the man
with whom you have business relations; and it should
be the last type of mental ability, the last type of moral
attitude, which you tolerate in a public man.

Perhaps the most dangerous of all public servants,
however, is the public servant who gets into office by
persuading a section of the public that he will do some-
thing that is just a little bit crooked in their interest. I
do not care in the least what section of the public is thus
persuaded. I do not care whether it is the great cor-
poration man who wishes to see a given individual made
judge, or executive officer, or legislator, “because he is
our man and he will look out for the rights of property,”
or whether, on the other hand, it is the wage-worker,
the laboring man, who supports some candidate because
that candidate announces that he is “the friend of
labor,” although the man to whom the appeal is made
ought to understand also that the candidate is the foe
of decency. Capitalist and wage-worker alike will do
well to remember that their interests, face to face with
the public man, are primarily as those affecting au good
American citizens, and that whatever the temporary
advantage may be, they irretrievably harm themselves
and the children who are to come after them if they
permit themselves to be drawn into any other attitude.

The capitalist who thinks it is to the interest of his
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class to have in high office a corrupt man who will serve
his class interest, is laying up for himself and for his
children a day of terrible retribution; for if that type
of capitalist has his way long enough he will persuade
the whole community that the interest of the com-
munity is bound up in overthrowing every man in public
office who serves property, even though he serves it
honestly. The corrupt capitalist may help himself for
the moment, and he may be defended by others of his
own class on grounds of expediency; but in the end he
works fearful damage to his fellows. If a business man
cannot run a given business except by bribing or by
submitting to blackmail let him get out of it and into
some other business. If he cannot run his business save
on condition of doing things which can only be done in
the darkness, then let him enter into some totally dif-
ferent field of activity. The test is easy. Let him ask
whether he is afraid anything will be found out or not.
If he is not, he is all right; if he is, he is all wrong. So
much for the capitalist.

Le't the wage-worker in his turn remember that the
candidate for public office who appeals for his support
upon the ground that he will condone lawless violence,
that he will look the other way when violence is perpe-
fcrat-ed, that he will recognize the rules of a labor organ-
ization of any kind as standing above the Constitution
and the laws of his country, let the laboring man re-
member that if he supports such a candidate he in his
turn is doing his best to bring about a condition of
things where democracy would come to an end, where
self-rule would come to an end. Let the capitalist re-
member that he had better be most shocked at the
deeds of his own class, and not at the misdeeds of the
men of another class. And let the laboring man re-
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member in his turn that the foe against whom he should
most carefully guard is the corrupt labor man, the labor
candidate who preaches violence, envy, class hatred.
That is the kind of man who most jeopards the welfare
of the wage-worker, just as the successful corruptionist,
the capitalist who has reached a high position in the
financial world by the practice of acts that will not
bear the light of day, is really the worst foe of the very
property classes that are sometimes so misguided as to
rally to his defense when he is attacked.

I shall tell you one story: In the old days I used to
have a cow-ranch in the short-grass country. At that
time there were no fences within a thousand miles of
it. If a calf was passed by on the round-up, so that
next year when it was a yearling and was not follow-
ing any cow, it was still unbranded, it was called a
maverick. It was range custom or range law that if a
maverick were found on any range the man finding it
would put on the brand of that range. I had hired a
new cow-puncher, and one day when he and I were rid-
ing we struck a maverick. Itwasona neighbor’s range,
the Thistle Range. The puncher roped and threw the
maverick; we built a little fire of sage-brush, and took
out the cinch iron, heated it, and started to run on the
brand. I said to him: “The Thistle brand.” He an-
swered: “That’s all right, boss, I know my business.”
In a minute I said, “Hold on, you’re putting on my
brand”’; to which he answered: “Yes, I always put on
the boss’s brand.” I said: “Oh, well, you g back
to the house and get your time.” He rose, saying,
“What’s that for? I was putting on your brand”’; and
I closed the conversation with the remark: “Yes, my
friend, and if you will steal for me, you will steal from
me.” That applies in lots of occupations besides those
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of the cow-punchers. Nowhere does it apply more
clearly than in public life.
One of the unfortunate adjuncts of our development

as a people has been the tendency to deify what is
called “smartness,” meaning by smartness adroitness
and skill unaccompanied by any scruple in connection
with the observance of a moral law. We have all of us
heard—I have heard it in the West as well as in the
East—some man alluded to as an awful scoundrel, and
another person replying: “Oh, yes, perhaps he ain’t
quite straight, but I tell you, that fellow is smart!”
You must yourselves have heard at times this kind of
statement made about some scoundrel whom you could
not ux}derstand decent men supporting; and the state-
ment 1s acted upon by many little men, and by many
big men, both in business life and in political life. We
sha&ll never reach the proper standard in public service
or In private conduct until we have a public opinion so
aroused, so resolute, so intelligent, that it shall be
understood that we are more bitter against the scoun-
drel who succeeds than against the scoundrel who fails.

We ought to admire intelligence and ability; but only
wl}en the intelligence and ability are controlled and
g}uded by the will to do right. Intelligence and ability
d1v9rced from the moral instinct merely make the man
an infinitely dangerous wild beast whom it is our busi-
ness to hunt out of the political life, and, so far as we
can, out of the business life, of the community.

It.ha§ been finely said that the supreme task of hu-
manity is to subordinate the whole fabric of civilization
to the service of the soul. This does not mean that we
are to neglect the things of the body. It means that
we are to treat the welfare of the body as necessary,
as a good in itself; but still more as a good because
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upon that welfare we can build the higher welfare of
the soul. There is a soul in the community, a soul in
the nation, just exactly as there is a soul in the indi-
vidual; and exactly as the individual hopelessly mars
himself if he lets his conscience be dulled by the con-
stant repetition of unworthy acts, so the nation will
hopelessly blunt the popular conscience if it permits
its public men continually to do acts which the nation
in its heart of hearts knows are acts that cast discredit
upon our whole public life.

It is an old and a trite saying that our actions have
more effect upon our principles than our principles upon
our actions. I remember some time ago, out on the
range, listening to a fine old fellow speaking to his
nephew who was a fine young man, but nervous in his
strange surroundings, and entirely unaccustomed to
horses. The young fellow had asked his uncle how he
could grow fearless in handling horses, because, he said,
he was sure that if he only could get so that he would
not be afraid of them he could handle them all right.
The old uncle responded: “Now, I'll tell you, you go
ahead and handle them as if you were not afraid of
them and gradually you will stop being afraid of them.”
In other words, the boy could not afford to wait until
he stopped being afraid of the horse before he rode it.
He had to ride until he stopped being afraid of it. He
had to get the habit of not being afraid of it, and when
once he had acquired the habit of riding as it he were
not afraid, all cause for worry disappeared and gradu-
ally all fear itself disappeared. It is just the same in
public life. If you habitually suffer your public repre-

sentatives to be dishonest you will gradually lose all
ower of insisting upon honesty. If you let them con-
tinually do little acts that are not quite straight you
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will gradually induce in their minds the mental atti-
tude which will make it hopeless to get from them any-
thing that is not crooked. If in this State, in Cali-
fornia, or in New York, you for a generation permit big
corporations to purchase favors to which they are not
entitled you will breed up a race of public men and
business men who accept that condition of things as
normal. And then, my friends, when you finally wake
up, I wish you would remember that, great though
their blame may be, your blame is even greater for
having permitted such a condition of things to arise.

When the awakening comes, you will undoubtedly
have to change the machinery of the law in order to
meet the conditions that have become so bad, but do
not forget that no nation was ever yet saved by govern-
mental machinery alone. You must have the right
kind of law; but the best law that the wit of man can
devise will amount to nothing if you have not the right
kind of spirit in the man behind the law. And again,
friends, when you finally revolt, as revolt you will and
must against being ruled by corporations, and when
you assume the power over them, then is the time to
remember that it is your duty to be honest to them
just as much as to exact honesty from them; and that
if you are guilty of the folly and iniquity of doing wrong
at their expense, you have not made a step in advance,
even though you have stopped them from doing wrong
at your expense. You must demand honesty or you
are not men; and you must do honestly or you are not
decent men.

In the century which is now well open we shall have
to use the legislative power of the State to make con-
ditions better and more even as between man and man.
Our aim must be to control the big corporation so that

626

THE PUBLIC SERVANT

while it earns an ample reward upon its investment it
gives to the public in return an ample service for the
reward it receives. More and more we must shape
conditions so that each man shall have a fair chance
in life; that so far as we can bring it about—I do not
mean to say that we can bring it about absolutely but
in so far as we can approximately bring it about—each
man shall start in life on a measurable equality of op-
portunity with other men, unhelped by privilege him-
self, unhindered by privilege in others. Now understand
me: I do not mean for a moment that we should try
to bring about the impossible and undesirable condi-
tion, of giving to all men equality of reward. As long
as human nature is what it is there will be inequality
of service, and where there is inequality of service there
ought to be inequality of reward. That is justice.
Equal reward for unequal service is injustice. All I am
trying to help bring about is such a condition of affairs
that there shall be measurable approximation to a
higher reward than at present for the right kind of ser-
vice, and a lesser reward than at present for some forms
of activity that do not represent real service at all.
There must be an opportunity for each man to show
the stuff that is in him. But in the last analysis he must
help himself. Every one of us stumbles at times. There
is not a man here who does not at times stumble; and
when that is the case shame on his brother who will not
stretch out a helping hand to him. Help him np; but
when he has been helped up then it is his duty and
business to walk for himself. Help him up; but if he
lies down, you cannot carry him. You will not do any
good to him and you will interfere with your own use-
fulness to yourself and to others.

Our whole governmental policy should be shaped to
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secure a more even justice as between man and man,
and better conditions such as will permit each man to
do the best there is in him. In other words, our gov-
ernmental ideal is to secure as far as possible the even
distribution of justice—using the word justice in its
largest and finest sense. You cannot secure justice if
you haven’t just and upright public servants. You
cannot secure great reforms if the fountainhead from
which the reforms are to come is corrupt. Our democ-
racy in this our country now approximates the hundred-
million mark of population; our great democracy has
great and complex needs; we need to have wise men,
far-sighted men in public office, so that they may study
those needs, and, so far as may be, meet them. But no
wisdom in a public servant will avail if the public ser-
vant is not honest; and he will not be honest unless the
public both demands and practises honesty.

I plead for honesty in the public servant, and I plead
for it strongly. We need ability and intelligence to help
us solve the problems with which as a nation we are
face to face. We cannot solve them without ability,
without intelligence. But what we need most of all is
honesty, honesty in our people and honesty in our rep-
resentatives. And woe to us as a nation if we do not
have the honesty, the uprightness, the desire to treat
egch man with wise and generous and considerate jus-
tice.

Last year I was in the Old World, and wherever I
went I encountered two phases of feeling that seemed
contradictory. In the first place, wherever I went 1
found the man who felt that he had been unjustly
treated in life looking eagerly toward this country as a
country where the ideal of justice between man and
man had been at least partially realized. And every-
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where I went I found also, oh, my friends, a very dif-
ferent feeling, a feeling of doubt and mistrust among
our friends and admirers because of what they had
heard of our lack of integrity and honesty in public and
in business affairs. I wish that our people could realize
that every time word is sent abroad of political or busi-
ness corruption or mob violence in this country, it sad-
dens the heart of all believers in popular government,
everywhere; and it is a subject for sneering mirth to
every reactionary, to every man who disbelieves that
the people can control themselves and do justice both
to themselves and to others. I do not suppose that if
we come short in our duty, if we are uninfluenced by
the appeal made to us for our own sakes and for the
sake of our children, we can be moved by an appeal
made for other people. Yet I believe that every man
who has the inestimable privilege of living here in our
free land should feel in his soul, deep in the marrow
of his being, that not only are we bound to act justly
and honorably and honestly as a nation for our own
sakes, not only are we bound so to act for the sake of
the children who are to come after us, but that we are
also bound thus to act because all over the world, the
peoples are looking eagerly at this great experiment in
popular government; and shame to us, woe to us, if our
conduct dims the golden hope of the nations of man-
kind.
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1910. First published in the newspapers. Reprinted in: THE NEW NATIONALISM.
By Theodore Roosevelt. The Outlook Co., 1910.

XVII. TuE puBLic PRESS. Speech at Milwaukee, Wis., September 7, 1910. Re-
printed from the newspapers in: THE NEW NATIONALISM, 1910,

XXIII. THE CONDITIONS OF SUCCESS. Address at the Cambridge Union, May
26, 1910. Published in the newspapers and reprinted in: AFRICAN AND EUROPEAN
ADDREssEs, 1010,

XXIV. THE ADVENTURE OF LivING. Address at Occidental College, Los Angeles,
Calif., March 22, 1911. First published in pamphlet form under the title: Ex-
PRESIDENT THEODORE ROOSEVELT'S ADDRESS AT OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE. . . . [Los
Angeles, 1911]. 16 pp., port., 16mo, wrappers.

XXV. “proresstoNanisM” 1N sporTs. Published in The North American Re-
view, August, 1880,

XXX. apruep Ernics. A Harvard University lecture delivered at the Sanders
Theatre, Cambridge, Mass., December 14, 1910. First published with this title:
APPLIED ETHICS. BEING ONE OF THE WILLIAM BELDEN NOBLE LECTURES FOR 1910,
By Theodore Roosevelt, LL.D., D.C.L, LH.D., Ph.D. Cambridge: Harvard
University, 1911. 50 pp., 12mo, red cloth.

Several of the above chapters have been reprinted from: AFRICAN AND EUROPEAN
appREssES. By Theodore Roosevelt.  With an introduction presenting a descrip-
tion of the conditions under which the addresses were given during Mr. Roosevelt's
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journey in 1910 from Khartum through Europe to New York. By Lawrence F.
Abbott. G. P, Putnam's Sons. New York and London. The Knickerbocker
Press, 1910. xli, 249 pp., 12mo, red cloth. Other chapters from this book will be

found in Volume XIV and later volumes.

Several chapters of the present volume were originally published without titles.
For this reason the editor has supplied titles for the following: AvERICAN IDEALS,
Chapter V : tne sTRENUOUS LIFE, Chapters VII, XIV, XVIII, XX, XXI, XXIV,

XXV, XXIX.
REALIZABLE IDEALS

ReavrzaBLE IpEaLls. (Tur Earn Lecrures.) By Theodore Roosevelt.
San Francisco: Whitaker & Ray-Wiggin Co., 1912,
154 pp., front., 12mo, green, blue, or red cloth.

The title-page of the second printing has after Ear! lectures the following words:

of Pacific Theological Seminary delivered at Berkeley, California, in 1911.
R. W. G, VAIL.

646




	img305.pdf
	img306.pdf



