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To his truly

HONOURED FRIEND

Mrs. MARY HENRY,

The Pious RericT of the Deceafed.

MADAM,

ITTLE could I (ufpet, that the Report of fuch a
Difcourfe (meditated in [uch Haft, and amidft fuch
tumultuary Thought and Paffion) wonld fo foon bave reach’d
Loondon; and be, from thence, fo [olicitonfly defived to the
Prefss and that, as a Piece of further Refpeét to the W or-
thy Memory that occafion’d it. While that is pleaded, I
muft refign ity that it may [enfibly appear (to thofe that
will not otherwife be perfwaded) how incompetent it is to
ferve fo great a Name and Memory. And while I refign
ity I muft prefemt it unto You, that I may take Occafion
tbereéy, to beg of you, Madam, 2o dry up the falling Tears,
and put on, now, a [ympathizing Spirit: Rejoice with
him that rejoiceth: Zhe Heavenly Mind is got within the
Hm‘vem, jgﬂ?" beyond Mortality and the mournful Contin-
gencies of it. Since the Divine Good-Will ordered your fo
long Conwverfe together in piousy pleafant Harmonys; let not
the Difpofal of the fame Will occafion prefent Difcord. Re-
Joice that he bas been (by Grace) fo Good, fo Faithful unto

Death,
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Tleath, and that ke is now added to the Triump hm”t € o
wminnion. As you blefs that Gody that. gave bim: z:a yathy, blf
bim alfo that he lent him to you fo long 5 and by him gave
you fomuch cheerful Affiftance and Encouragement in the Way
to Heaven. (Good Madam, Do all you can to refufe the
Importunity of debilitating Grief. Regard your Healthy even
for the fake of tho[e dear, living Remains, that are now laid
upon your Care.. 2You know Time is fhort. Rejoice in Hopé
of that Glory to which He is gone, and where youn will
find Him more loving, move amiable, and more happy than
ever s and where (tho’ the Saciety of perfetted Saints will
be an unconceivable Felicity, yet) the Bleffed God and the
Redeemery, will be the Supream Portion and Delight. That
the God af all Grace wonld pleafe to enlavge your Patience
to your Trialy and [anttify the important Afflittion to you,
and the yong beveaved Mourners with you, and proportion
his flrong Can/blcztzom thereto, and be, jointlyy your Ever-

lafiing Inberitance, is the fincere Prayer of

MADADM,
Your truly {ympathizing Friend,

And real Servant in Sacred Ofhces,

JoHN REYNOLDS.
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A FUNERAL

S ER M ON

For the late Reverend and Excellent

Mr. Maitbew Henry.

DI D onr Reverend, Honour'd, Faithful Brother

(now withdrawn) At by prophetical Inftiiia-
tion, when, at the Obféquzes of the late pions* M-
nifter of this Place, be chofe to trear upon that
Paffage, Sorrow upon Sorrow 2 ThisDay are thefé
Words fulfill’d in your Ears, before your Fyes. He
himfelf 1s now become the Occafion of our ficceffive
Sorrow ; of multiplied, aggravated Sorvow. Sorrow
to City and Country. Sorrow to the Church of God.
But I wenld call to your Medztation, uporn this for-
rowful ‘Day, a few Charalteriftic Words, which, I
am to apt think, wounld occur abnoft to every Mind,
upon the hearing the fad, furprizing News of this
Deceafe. '

MATTHEW XXV. 21}.

Well done, thow good and fanhful Servant &c.

R OW can we choofe but fuppofe, that, on
& H ) latt7ucfday Morning, this Sentence was fen -
¥ {ibly pronounc’d 2 Virtually, by the God of

Heaven, while he Remanded this Servant of his from
B . the

_* See bis Sermon at Mr. L.aawryence bis Fueral,
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the Pulpit ; gave himhis Quzetus here, and order’d his
- Entrance into Heavenly Reft and Joy : Aé7ually, by
the good Angels of Heaven, while they met him
on the other fide the River of mortal Lite; receiv’d
him with a /7ell done, oood and faithful Fellow-Ser-
vant ! You have, in your World, diligently {erv’d
your Lord and ours. We are now ready, at his
Cominand, 'to conduct and introduce you into his
Prclence and Glory.

WWell done, goocd and faithful Servant ! Can fuch
a Character fall from fuch Lips ¢ Such an. Encomi-
um bc aflign’d by the Son of God, the impartial
Judge of the World, to any of thc fallen, apoftati-
zced Race of Mankind ¢ It muft argue, that reconci-
ling Defigns have been a-foot ; that recovering Grace
has been at Work 5 that in and with fome, it has pre-
vail’d ; that, of accurfcd Encmies and Malignants, it
has raifcd them to the Honour and Oflice of good
and faichful Scrvants.

Time allows not to look into the Contents of
this awful Chapter; or into the peculiar Paragraph
to which theie Words belong.  Suppofing therefore,
that it is, in fome competent meaiure, remembred,
wholc theic Words are here reprefented to be, to
-whom {poken, and when ; we take thele oblervable
Truths in our Procefs, as fuppoled, intimated, or in-
cluded rtherein. -

£. Tor Lord Jelus defigns to come again.  For,
he muft take cognizance of all humane Affairs. His
Servants ihall be confidered and regarded. He has
grecat Work to do, that requires his own Hand and
Prefence.  He will put an end to this World, and
all the Traniac¢tions of it ; will wind up the Work
of Recdemption, gathcr his Servants together, and

pals
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pafs an Univerfal Judgment. O the unconceivable
Day of his Return ! How little doth the World think
of it! How honour’d and joytul will his Servanrs
be | How delperate and confounded, the oppoiers of
his Gofpel and Kingdom!

2. THesilluminated part of thec World is a Stage,
wherc Perfons are call’d to be Scrvants, and Scrvice
is to be done for the Redecemer. VWe cannotr but
lay, that all the Inhabitants of the Earth are under
Obligations to the Bleffed God ; to love him and be
devoted to him; yea, {fo far as any of their Indul-
gence and Benefits depend upon and flow from the
Redeemer’s Mediation, they are obliged to him for
them. DBut they cannot expreflly believe on:him,
or cleave to him, as long as they have not theineans
of being -acquainted with bim, with his Meciation
and Grace. DBut in the cnlightned Lands, Perfons
are called to be Saints; call’dto be exprefliy devo-
ted ro. God in Chrift ; and to A& and Walk accord-
ing to fuch Devotion. They are the People call’d
here to an Account ; concerning whom the uitimate
Judgment proceeds, and among whom the Iord
Chrift expects to find his Servants. Therc he has
left Work to be done. There he gives Light and
¥ime for the doing of it; Gives Advantages and Op-
portunitics for the doing of it well ; Sends Motives,
Alarums, and Counfels for making haft in doing of
it. 'The Church of Chrift thould be a bufie Place.
All Hands and Hcarrs at Work there. The Service
is important and fivect. Time haltens to its end.
The Negligent and Loyrerers will find themlielves
in a doleful Condition at the Lord’s Rerturn. Tis
an unaniwerable Qucttion, /#77hy fland ye here, all
the ‘Day, 1dle 2 Here, in theLord’s Vineyard, where

B 2 18
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is {o much Work to be done ! where fo many Ta-
lents are continually diftributed! where the Lord him-
{elf is {o conftant an Infpector ? And where Idlenefs
will be attended with {o much Abfurdity and Ingrati-
tude ? The enlightned World is a Theatre for facred
Service. © ’

3. THE Lord Chrift hath hisServants in this World
‘of ours; and good and faithful ones too. Tho’
they are but few, indeed, now. And one the fewer
by Tuefday’s Blow and Breach. But as bad asthe
World is, there have been in it, there are and will
be thofe, that are intent upon the Redeemer’s Ser-
vice. Where, elfe, will be the kindly Iflue and Effect
of his Redemption ? By the fame Right that he hath
a Seed he mult have Secrvants ; for his Seed {hall
{erve him, and fhall reckon it their Honour fo to
do. His Spoule {hall be his Servant, and fhall think
her Dignity confiftent with her Office, for be zs by
Lord, and worfbsp thon bim. They that are good
and faithful in this World, are peculiatly the Ser-
vants of the Lord Chrift. The Father’s, that is, the
Creator’s are fallen and loft. The Grace, or the
Sanclity given by the Law of Creation was foon
forfeited and removed ; the Obligations that lay
on Man, on the account of original Creation, wefe
foon reje¢ted and deferted. The exterminating
Curfe of the Law, and the Devil (by the Tempta-
tion firft, and the Curle afterward) {oon prevails
over the World. So, the Cregtor, as {uch, is like to
have no Servants here. ’Tis a Redeemer muft raile
and regain them. The Lord Chrift comes to pur-
chafe, hire, and perfwade them. He comes to pur-
chafe them. To purchale them out of the Hands of
legal, vindictive Juftice ; out of the various Thral-

dom
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dom and Captivity in which they lay. He gave
Himfelf for, us, that be might redeem wus from all
Iniquity, and purifie to Himfelf (and to his own
Service) a peculiar People, zealons of good Works.
T'o hire them for himielf and his Service. He is the
Houtholder, that went out early in the Morning to
hire Labourers into his Vineyard. He hires them by
propofing and promifing to them an unconceivable
‘Recompence of Reward. He {ets before them a
Crown of Righteoufnels, a Crown of Glory. He
{fays to them all, Be ye fasthful to the Death, and
I will give ye a Crown of Life. Andnot only fo,
but he perfwades into hisService. Perinades, not on-
ly by moral Motives, and intelle¢tual Incentives,
but by the Power of his determining Grace, {weetly
‘concurring therewithal. He o periuades as to pre-
vail with Souls to be good and faithful unto him.
Aud {o, the good and pious are peculiarly the Lord
Chrift's Servants. They are his, not only by this
Efficiency of his Love and Grace; but by the Dif-
pofition and Inclination of their Minds. They are
lenfiblc of their numerous and vaft Obligations to
him. The Love of Chrzff (the Contemplation of his
Love to us) conftramms us to judge, that we muft
live to him. They are defirous, in and by all their
Services, to be more acquainted with him : Thar F
may know bim and the ‘Power of bis Refurrettion.
They refign up themielves to his Command and
Conduct, cleaving to him with purpofe of Heart,
They love him with an incorruptible Affection ;
love the Service he requires, and particularly, what
is fuitable to redeemed Ones. They are concern’d
for his Interefts on Earth, defire the Support and En-
largement of his Kingdom here, and breath after ‘his

| " Prefence
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Prefence and Glory. Well, therefore, may he take
Cognizance of them, as thofe rhat have been his
own Servants ; faithful to himielf. |
4. Our Lord hath, among his Servants, thofe that
are eminently good and faithful. Such, that by way
of Dilcrimination, thall hear that applauding Sen-
tence, Well done, good and faithful Servants! At
leaft, {ome are faithful in the Employment and Im-
provement of more Talents, than others, having re-
ceived more. Were we, indeed, to inflift upon the
Accuracy and Rigor of the Parabolical Account
here, we might {ay, that all that are found Faithful,
are equally {o. For he that well improves two Ta-
lents, is as faithful as he that well improves Five:
The Difparity lies not in the Improvement, but in
Talents communicated and rcceived. But, (not to
intimate, that proportionably there may be a greater
Improvement of two Talents by fome, than of Five
by others) we may juftly fuppole, that it is not the
Defign of our Lord’s Parabolical Reprefentation of
things here, to f{ignify that all his faithful Servants
are, with exact Equality {o, in proportion to what
they received; but only that in general, of his Ser-
vants (that are {o by his Truft, and their Obligation)
fome are faithful, and fome are not {fo. Of thoie that
are faithful, fome have received more than others,
and have accordingly improv’d and gain’d more than
others. As their Stock hath been greater, {fo they
have had their Heads and Heart and Hands fall of
Bufinefs, in order to manage and advance their Stock.
They have wrought hard ; they haveredeemed Time ;
they have traded far ; they have been concern’d that
their Lord fhould receive his own (as much as it was)
with proportionable Intereft or Ufury. And o there
is
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is Room and Rcafon to give them in the firft
place, the remmnerant Approbation, #ell done,
good and faithbful Servants! And lurely, Experi-
ence will teftity, that all thar are fincerely faithful
under cqual Talents, are not yet cqually faichful.
Nay, have not many of our Lord’s Servants entruft-
ed with fow Talents, been much more faithful than
others, entrufted with more 2 May ndt this be {poken
to our Shame ? How emincntly faithful were they
that liv’d in the.dawning of the Golpel and Refor-
mation among us ¢ There are of thofe, to whom the
Lord will in a diftinguithing manner, fay, /#e/l done,
good and farthfil Servaints!

5. Our Goodnefs lies efpecially in Faithfulnefs to
the Lord Jefus. Then we are good, when we are
faithful Servants to him. The Diiciples have, other-
wiie, much Sin. Should they be compared with the
Father’s, that is, the Crcator’s Law, they will be
found miferably corrupt, defective, and guilty. Moral -
Pollution runs thro’ all their Powers. Many a Trani-
greflion they commit, and many an egregious De-
tection, they make from God and their Duaty to him.
His Original Law would condemn them all. But
their Faicth in, their Faithfulnels to the Redeemer,
may bc ftiled their evangelical Goodnefs. They are
good in his Eye, while they heartily abide with him.
As amidft the Excrcile of moral Virtue, and Obfer-
vance of thole Laws that {ecure the Peace and Order
of this World, {fomething is ftill wanring, if there is
not a {fovercign Refpect to the Lord Chrift, Marz x.
17. So, if that dwell in the Heart, it is habitually
and denominatively good, whatever Corruptions and
Dilorders may allo dwell there.  And Belicvers are,
at prefent, far enough from Perfection. But this {o-

2 vereign
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vereign Refpe to the Lord Chrift, dwells ig all the
Sanctified. The Saznts are faztHful Brethren in
Chrifl. This Faithfulnels, in Mind and Heart, conti-
nues with them, amidft their Falls and Failures. Tho’
Temptations, fometimes, make a Prey of them ; yet
they would not, for all the World, renounce their
IL.ord and Mafter. They are defirous to follow him
{till, tho’ fometimes they are faint, weary, dilcoura-
ged, or fometimes ftumble in their Way. They may
fall out fometimes among themfielves, (as Pan/ and
Barnabas) yet neither fall out with their Lord, nor
with his Service ; but refolve to goon, and maintain
their Contraét made to ferve him. Should, in an
Hour of Temptation, the Propofal bec made, as once
it was , #'ill ye alfo go away ¢ it would be refuled
with the fame Diftatte, W hither fhall we go ¢ Thou
bafl the Words of eternal Life. And while this
Difpofition and Choice abides, thy Lord will ac-
knowledge thy Goodnefs. Thou art good, as long
as thou art faithful to him.

6. THE Lord Chrift will call all his Servants toge-
ther, when he comes again. His faithful ones ihall
all be colle¢ted and united. He has fomething to fay
to them ; {omething to do with them. Something to
{ay to them, that will be to their utmoft Traniport
and Joy. Something to do with them: To receive
them to himfelf, and to conduct them to the Felicity
he has prepared for them, and promifed to them.What
a noble Congregation will that be! The univerial Af-
fembly and Church of the Firft-born, whoie Names
are written in Heaven! O holy, happy Society!
Holy, without Blemifh and Mixture. Without Ble-
mifh in their own Perfons. Incorporated Spirits
made perfect! made like to the Angelg of God! with-

P out
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out Mixture of any other Perfons among them. No
Goats then among the Sheep, or Tares among the
Wheat. Sinners fhall not dare ro {tand in the Con-
gregation of the faithful. Happy Society ! Joyful in
the Love and Smiles of their Lord, and in their Love
to cach other! We know not how the Tranfattions
of that Day will be {o accurately manag’d as they are
to be, without the Knowledee of thole we have
known and convers’'d with before. We fhall {ee
thofe that we have offended, and that have offended
us; thole we have done Good to, and thofe we have
received Good from. An Account is to be given €i-
ther with Joy, or with Gricf. As ye have acknow-
ledred us in part, that we are your rejoicing, ever
as ye alfo ave ours in the Day of the Lord fefis.
Then ihall thefc Tears be wiped from your Eyes.
Ye thall {ce the faithful Henry again: Sce him re-
joicing in and with all thofe, to whom his Love and
Friendihip, his Miniftrations and {acred Services have
been favingly beneficial here.

7. WHEN the Lord Chrift comes, he will call his
Servants to an Account ; to an accurate, fevere Ac-
count : All his Servants, good and bad; faithful and
unfaithful. The Words themfelves indeed, only be-
Ipcak an Account of the Good; but that Account
muft fuppole a Difcrimination of them from the Bad;
and the Context extends the Account farther. The
World is his ; the Church is his. The Dwellers there,
arc by Profeflion and Obligation, his Servants. The
facred Advantages they enjoy, are Talents commit-
ted to them by him. He {ets them in a State of Pro-
bation. He calls them to Work, intrufts them with
Goods ; and fays, Occupy till I come. Negotiate,

merchandize, trade and traffick, till I return. Inti-
C mating,
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mating, that he will come to call to an Account.
And how ftri¢t is that Account! He knows very
well, to whom he has commirtted ten Talents; to
whom, five; to whom onec f{ingle One. O how lit-
tle do we remember this Account! How little do we
Study to give it up with Joy !

8. WaeN our Lord comes, his good Servants fhall
appear in all their Faithfulnefs before him. They
fthall come attended with all their faithful Services
‘to him. The Servant here approved, fhines in
the Improvement of his ten Talents. The Lord
takes notice of it all. Of their faithful Offices it
may be faid, as well as of their Perfons, that none
of them {hall be loft; but the Lord will raife it up
(to Light and to Remcmbrance) at the laft Day.
He will have it {o; for there was but little faith-
fully done for him in the World: And that, that
was fo, he will not forgct. He has had but few
real Servants, tho’ many Prcrenders to his Houfe
and Family. It may be, fcw of the {eeming great
and pompous Works of Religion, have been done
lerioufly and fincerely for him. Many corrupt Prin-
ciples have founded Monafteries, Colleges, Churches,
Hofpitals and Alms-Houles. A great many famous,
iplendid Works will be loft at the fiery Day. Many
will appear {fuch, as for which the Authors have ei-
ther already received their Reward, or muft expect
no other, than the Wages of Sin. Nay, poflibly,
the good Servants were not Good in all their Ser-
vices, but muft lole iome at the Day of fiery "Trial ;
as feems intimated in that of the Apoftle, 1 {or. 3.
15. If any Maw’s Work [fhall be ﬁzrﬂt , e fhall
fuffer Lofs; bur be bumfelf fball be faved, yer (o,
as oy I'zre.  Since little has been well done, Evan-

aelically
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oelically done for him, he defigns that his faithful
Ones fhall appear attended with all their faithful
Services. The Gazus’s, the Henry's fhall be illu-
{trious in all chat they have done faithfully, both to
the Brethren and to Strangers. Alfo, wherein faith-
ful Service has been done, therein was duatiful, ho-
nourable Regard paid to the Lord ; it was done for
his Name¢’s fake ; our of Love to Him, and Relpecét
to his Glory. And will he not confider what has
been {fo done 2 Will not his Love to himfelf and to
his own Name, engage him to remunerate fuch fa-
cred Regard to himielf? Sure it will. Iz that ye
did it unto the leaft of thefé, ye did :t unto me.
And be is not unrighteons (or ungrateful) zo forget
your Work and Labour of Love, which ye bave
Jhew’d to his Name. And then, he hath promiled
Remuneration to each Piece of Faithful Service.
None of their Labour to him and for him fhall be in
vain ; or fhall bethought to have been {o at the Great
Day of Account. Happy they, that come loaded
with faithful Services for the Redeecmer! Happy
(we muft needs fay) the three Hexry’s moft nearly
related, and laft deccaled! The prefent Object and
Occafion of our Grief, with both his Parents. The
Father gave himielf up to the Aétive Life, and was
eminent%y Skilful and faicthful therein. The AMo-
ther (as the Son hath inform’d me) was as eminent
in her Place, as the Father in his. The So#, the
prefent Object and Occafion of our Grief, was (as
is well known) 2z Labonrs more Abundant. Singu-
lar Veflels of Mercy here, of Glory now, and efpe-
cially at the Great Day of their joyful Account!

9. THE Lord Jefus means to commend his Faith-
ful Servauts at the Day of his Return: He will o-

C 2 penly,
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penly, {olemnly commend them, at the Day of their
Account. Angels, Men and Devils thall be Witnefles
of the complacential Suffrage and Approbation, that
he will then give them. It thall appear how he
lov’d them, how he was pleasd in them and
with them, when Heaven and Earth {hall hear the
loud, commendatory Sentence, #el! done, Good

and Faithful Servants ! ,
WE know not now the Nature, the Parts, the
Organs of a Spiritual, Glorify’d Body ; we know
not what Voice is among Spirits, or, how, without
Voice, they communicate their Intentions and Sen-
timents one to another We know not how the
Spiritual Body of the Redecemer, far Tranfcendent
to and more Glorious than, thole of his Saints, will
diffcr from a Spirit. We know not particularly,
how his approbatory Mind and Good Will will be
reported to them. It is fuflicient to us, at prefent,
that he will {fo reprefent to them his Acceptance of
them and their Faithful Services, as will amount to
an abundant Commendation, and to their abundant
Satisfaction, Exultation and Joy. Our Lord, we may
{ay, commends his Servants now, in his Interceflion
and Advocacy for them ; while he recommends them
to his Father’s Favour, Protection, and Grace. This
we may feein his laft Prayer for them, which feems
to be the Pattern and Subitance of his Intercefiion
Above. Tho’ in his Converle with his Difciples, he
had had Occafion enough to find Fault with them,
and to chide them for the Dulnels of their Minds and
Earthinefs of their Apprehenfions; for their Unbe-
lief and Hardnefs of Heart: the Deficiencies of their
Love and Courage, and Readinefs to forget his Word
and Works ; yet, when he is leaving the World, and
willing
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willing to leave them, thereupon, to his Father’s
Care, he has nothing but Good to fay of them;
no Mention of theirFaults; but ---7 bey have known
that all things whatfoever thou haft given wme,
arve of thee : And, ---1 bave grven them the W ords,
which thoun gaveft me, and they bave received
them, (though they had received them at a flow
Rate.) And bave known fiurely, that I came out
from thee 5 and they bave believed, that thou didff
fend me. Endearing Lord! How good and kind is
he, thus to make the beft of his Scrvants Cafe! And
does he commend them now, and will he not do
{o when he comes again? That’s the Day of Reta-
liation and Reward! TheDay, in which he will be
admired and glorified in his Faithful Ones. The Day
of Account is the proper Seafon for Approbation ;
and that he will afford in and with an open Com-
mendation, /#ell done, good and farthful Servants!?

In the Realon or Realonablenels ot this generous
Tranfaction of his, his publick Commendation of
his Faithful Servants, we may {atisfy our {elves by -«
fuch Confiderations as thelc:

HEe will commend them, we may {fuppole,

I. For his Father’s Honour. From him they ob-
tained Mercy to be made, and to be found Faith-
ful. His Grace was dilplayed in leading them unto
the Mediator, and confirming them in him. In
leading them to him. No Man can come to me (by
Realon of the predominant Corruption of Nature)
except the Father, who bath (ént me, draw bim.
As the Father {ent him into the World, {o, by po-
tent Perfwafion, he draws Difciples to him; and
confirms them in him, and in a holy Faithfulnefsto
him. Now, be who eflablifbes us with you, in

Chraft,
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Chrift, and bhath anointed us, is God. He pours
on them, the fame Unction, as on the Redeemer ;
and {o implants and enlivens them in him unto all
Fruitfulnels. Their Faithfulnefs honours him as the
Erime Root and Caufe of it: And not only as fuch,

ut as the final Caufe, and ultimate End of it. The
Redeemer’s Servants were the Father’s alfo. They
were reftored and returned unto the Eternal God.
As nonec came to the Father, but by the Son; fo.
none come to the Son, but they come to the Fa-
ther alflo. We come to him as Mediator ; and co-
ming to him in that Office and Notion, we come,
on purpofe to be directed, lead and united, by him,
unto the Blefled God. The true Worlhippers, and
thofe that arc reprefented, by the Apoftle, as the
Objeé&t of his Interceffion, are ftyled, Zhofe that
come to God by him. At that ‘Day, {fayshe, viz.
when the Divine Spirit fhall be plenteoufly poured
out, ye fball know that I am in my Father, and

yort 112 me, and I 12 you, Joh.14.20. Ye fhall be
- certified then, that as T act by the Concurrence of

the great God with me, {o 1 conduct you to him,
and join you with him. The Faithful Servants of
the Lord Jefus, are the Faithful Servants of the
Eternal God. A// mine are thine. They that be-
long to me, and are devoted to my Name, arc de-
voted to thine allo. And where elfe, truly, are the
Servants of the Eternal God to be found, but a-
mong the Difciples of Jefus? We may talk of Na-
tural Religion, but where is it to be found in the
Life and Pra&ice, but within the Church of Chrift ?
We may talk of Moral Virtue, but what an empry
Shadow is it, if not founded on the Love of God ?
And where is that to be found, but among the Ser-

vants
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vants of Jefus? It’she that opens to them the Na-
ture and Excellencies of the Eternal God, the Coun-
{cl, Law and Love of the Eternal God. It’s he that
calls them unto the Worfhip and Obedience of the
Eternal God; that, by his heavenly Revelations and
Spirit, kindles in their Hearts the Love of the Eter-
nal God. His Servants shen are, and muft be, the
Servants of the Eternal God. In being faithful
to him, they have been faithful to God. In their
Faithfulnefs, they glorified God ; and demonftrated
thereby their true Difciplefhip to him. Heren is
my Father glorified, that ye bring forth much
Lrut 5 fo jgall ye be my Difciples. Having by
their Faithfulnefs glorified the Eternal God, accor-
ding to the Law of Diiciplefhip to him, he will be
ready (almoft to thank, but furz) to comnmend them,
when he comes again. Well done, good and fazth-
ful Servants !

2.. For his own Honour. His Grace has been
difplayed in their Faithfulnels. Without Him they
could do nothing. He was the Vine, from which
their Life, their Fruitfulnefs and Faithfulnels was de-
rived. He is the Second Adam; and he appears,. in
them, much more Potent and Succeisful than the
Firft was. The Firft was, indeed, a Living Soul ;
but he fecured neither himfelf, nor his Pofterity :
He {oon proved unfaithful, and entail’d Unfaithful-
nefs upon his Race. The Second Adanz is a-Quick-
ning Spirit ; not only continued faithful himielf
throughout the whole Courle of his Obedience, but

" teaches and enables Thoufands to be faithful too;
Thoufands of old Adam’s Apoftate Race. He tranf-
fer'd them to himfelf, engrafted them into his Vital
Body, fhed frutifying Virtue and Spirit upon them ;

2 1n
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in recounting the Products of which, he may well,
to his own Praife, fay to his Faicthful oncs, /el
done, good and faithful Servants!

3. T o manifeft his Approbation of their active,

diligent Holinefs. That Rightcous ILord loveth
- Righteoulnefs, and hath promifed to crown it at
the laft Day. By the fame Rule, that Sin is offen-
five to him, Obcdicnce muft be acceptable and
grateful. He rectity’d their Nature, that it might
be capable of, and intent upon, regular and {ancti-
fy’d Operations. He putify’d his People, that they
may be zealous of Good Works: And when they
are {o, they anfwer a great Defign of his Redecem-
ing, Purifying Grace. In their boly Faithfulnefs,
they act moft {uitably to the original Law of Crea-
tion and Integrity. They moft nobly employ the
native Powers beftowed upon them; they act moft
rationally, {pontancoufly, and agreeably to Hea-
ven-born Spirits. Moft 7arzonally. ‘Their pious
Faithfulnefs is dictated by the higheft Reafon. They
~mufl needs ferve him, that {ferved them to the Death,
ferved their chief Interefls, and eternal Salvation.
They {ee, that all other Service, leparate from his,
is Folly and Madnefs. They {ee, that Time is fhort,
the World is Vanity, and Death approaching: That
it is his Service, faithfully performed, will give them
Peace and SatisfaCtion then. Moft [pontaneonfly
As the Scales are drop’d from their Eyes, the ill
Byafs andLoad is removed from the Heart and Will.
They run the Ways of their Lord’s Commandments
with an enlarged Heart; and are lorry, that they
can run no better, and do no more. They gladly
defign and meditate the Ways wherein they may
ferve him. Moft 4greeably to Heaven-born Spirits.

AsS
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As thofe that, in their firft Formation, came from
the Father of Spirits; and as thofe that have been
anew created by him. They now fhew that they
are returned to God, to his Law and Love. They
pleale him, and are alpiring towards the Enjoyment
of him. To this, the Mediator calld them ; and
this muft be delightful to him. If the Steps of mo-
ral Virtue, and Obfervance of the Sccondary Table
of the Law be pleafing to him, (as in the young
Man, whom, upon thc Afiertion of fuch virtuous
Obliervation from his Youth, our Lord is faid to
Love, Mark 10.21.) much more will the zealous
Exercile of his own Sanctifying Grace, in his Faith-

tul Servants, be approved and commended by him.

The Exercife of their Integrity and Love; of their

Faith and Faicthfulnefs, will be found to their Praife,

and Honour and Glory, at the Appearing of Jelus

Chrift. Therein they have endeavoured to conform

themielves to their Lord himfelf.

4. To vindicate them from the vile Afperfions
caft upon them by a blind, malicious World. Ho-
ly Faithfulnefs has feldom here appeared in its true
Light and Colour. The Servants of God, and of
his Chrift, have, inall Ages, had their Abufes, Re-
proaches, and Mifreprelentations. Their Innocence
and Integrity have been ufually clouded and ob-
{cared. Thence, they have not been able to do
the Good, they might and would; nor have been
fuch an Honour to their Lord and hisCaufe, asthey
ihould have been. They were not of the World,
and fo, the World hated and reproached them. They
were Oppofers of the Devil’s Kingdom; and the
Devil hath found Ways enough to vilify and blacken
them; and make deluded Mifcreants believe, they

- D V¥ CIE-
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were his Complices and Friends. Do any of them
come in the {evere, abftemious Spirit of the Re-
former, 7fobn the Baptift; they are melancholy; or
have a Devil. Do they come in the familiar, {o-
ciable Mind and Conduét of the Redeemer himielfs
they are then Friends of Publicans and Sinners. An
irrcligious World will not be pleafed with any of
their Deportment and Converlition, as long as they
walk according to the grcat Rules and End of Di-
vinec Religion. In modern Times they are loaded
with the icandalous Names of Herericls and Hypo-
crites 3 of Schifinaticks, Precifians and Franaticks -
And undcr {uch Names they are {ent to Exiles and
Galleys, Stakes and Prifons. But he that knows
their Integrity will bring forth their Righteoulncis
as the Light ; will vindicate bis Caufe and them ;
will {ilence and confound all their Impleaders, and
particularly the great Accufer of the Brethren, by
onc publick Sentence of his, /¢t done, good and
faithfil Servants !

5. They were his Honour here. That little Ho-
nour that he had in and from this World of ours.
As they were call’d and cull’d out of the World to
be a People to his Name, {o they lived to the Ho-
nour of his Name. They were Witnefles for him,;
for his Truth, and Office, and Glory, in the {eve-
ral Generations in which their Lot was caft. On
this Account he rccommends them to his Father’s
Tuition, when he was leaving the World: 7 hzne are
mine, .and I am glovified i them, JYoh. 17. 10.
They {peak him, preach him, exemplify and com-
mcnd him to an ignorant, unbelicving World, and
in kind Retaliation, he will commend. them at his

Return., I fay unto ye, (and ye may depend upon
- my *
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my Word for it) that whofoever [hall confefs me
before Men, bim [ball the San of Man confefs oe-
fore the Angels of God, Luke 12. 3. Since then,
the Name of the Lord Jelus was herc glorificd in
them, they fhall be glorified by him, and particu-
larly receive the Glory. of a {olemn Acknoiviedg-
ment and Commendation from him, at the Day of
their Account, and Appearance before him.

6. T o {et them on admiring at his furprizing Con-
delcenfion and Love. Unuttcrable Grace is to be
poured out at that Day. The Redecmer refolves to
do every thing, by which hc may be admired and
gloriﬁeg in his Saints, at that aftonifhingDay. And
this fhall be aPiece of the Wonder of the Day, that
he will take Notice, approving Notice of fuch Servants
and fuch Services. Such Servants, that were in them-
{felves {o {inful and defective ! {inful in Nature, to their
own continual Shame and Gricef1 {o dark, anddeftitute
of Spiritual Light! {o impenitent and hard-hearted !
la unbelieving, remifs and cold in their Love, aad
grateful Relentments of his Goodnelfs! Alast they
knew not how to bear themielves and their own
Hearts, while they were here. They were their
own continual Difeale and Burden. So defe@ive in
what they did, and in the Omiffions of what they
{hould have done. Had they donc all that was rc-
quired, they were, at beft, but unprofitable Secr-
vants. And will the Lord of Life {o kindly regard
fuch impertinent ones as they? He nceded them
not. And how much did they omit of their Bury ?
bLard, forgive my Sins of Omijfion ! faid the pious,
famous ‘Ofper, when he camc to die.  How oft did
the Lazinels of the Fleth, the T'cmptations of the
World, the Dilcouragements of the Times, divert -

D2 them
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them from plain and excellent Services ¢ And then,
how defective in thofe they wrought ¢ And will he
refpect, and recount fuch Services as theirs! pro-
cceding from {uch imperfect Principles, and {o dark-
ly levell’d at his Glory 2 O the unfpeakable Good-
nefs, and Favour! Will he approve what they had
forgotten, or what they thought, would never have
been forgiven ? Surprizing Grace! This muft needs
overwhelm them with Wonder, and let them upon
the Reflexion and Enquiry, when ever fuch Works
were done by them. Lord, when faw we thee Hun-
g7y, or Naked, or iz ‘Prifon, and did (o minzfter
unto thee ¢ But he knows the Times when, the Per-
fons to whom, the Cafes in which, they miniftred,
in all their Services, to him. They are recorded,
and {hall be recounted at that Day, to their Sur-
prize, and unconceivable Amazement at his Grace
and Love. With what rapturous Aftonifhment, will
the ftrange but charming Accents ftrike their Souls,
when the Blefied Judge thall fay, e/l done, good
and faithful Servants’!

7. T o thew to all, the Reafon of the Difference
he makes, among the Natives of this World at that
Day. Vaft Diftinction-he makes among them. Some
he raifes with fuch horrid, yect deathlefs Bodies, as
Devils would have, were they to wear any. Them
he {ets at his Left Hand, frowns upon with utmoft
Difdain and Indignation, and then dooms to the
Region and Flames defigned and prepared for the
implacable Rebels againft Heaven, the Devils them-
lelves.  Others he raifes in Honour, Power and
Glory ; clothed with immortal Bodics, glorious like
his own. Them he fets at his Right Hand, the
Place of Reputation and Renown, Them he ad-

- - judges,
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judges, not to the Manfion of Angels only, but to
an endlefs Bleflednefs with himielf and his Father in
their Glory. In {o doing, he acts nor merely at a
defpotical, arbitrary Rate; it is not the th)cr:g: of
a Judge to do fo. For then he might as well con-
fer this Glory on the oppofite, black Rank and
Company. But it is the Function of a Judge to do
Juftice, to adminifter Law, and put in Execution
the Rules of Government, However arbitrary our
Lord may feem now in diftributing his Grace, to
prepare Perfons for the Honour of the Day ; As be
will have Mercy on whom he will bave Mercy;
yet, then he appears as the righteous Judge. And
as fuch, he muft execute Golpel-Sanction, and ful-
fil the Threatnings and Promifes he himielf hath
made. He hath promis’d to his Faithful ones the
Crown of Life, and he will be fure to beftow it.
Accordingly he will find out all his faithful ones;
will recount their faithful Services: will let the
World know, that tho’ they have no Merit, they
have donc the Work he commanded and approves;
they have cleaved unto him and his Service, when
others would not; they are the Perfons to whom
his Promiles of Life and Glory appertain ; to whom,
as righteous Judge, he is obliged to give the Crown
of Righteouinefs ; whom therefore in open Court,
before Men and Angels, he muft pronounce and
commend as his good and faithful Scrvants.

8. To caft (as we may well fuppoic) a torment-
ing Reflection upon thofe refractory Souls, that
- would not be Faithful. They fhall {ee what they
have loft ; what Honour and Approbation they have
forfeited and fallen fhort of O the difmal Regret
that will {cize unfaithful Souls at that Day ! Tihe}lrl

ha
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fhall bethink themielves how they were invited and
call’d unto like Faithfulnefs. That the {ame Crown
of Glory was propofed and promifed unto them, as
to athefs. The Procefs of that Day was open’d ta
them ; the Honours of the Faithful were fet before 5
the Lofs, the Mifery and Shame of unfaithful ones,
were {ufficiently reprefented ; but they would not
Believe, would not be Faithful. ‘They regarded not
the Honours that were to be adjourned till the laft
Day. They loved the Praile of Men and Appro-
bation of the World. They would be of fome Noife
and Figure here, whatever became of eternal Glory.
And now they are deoarr’d the Judge’s Commenda-
tion. Horror and Confufion muft {eize them, while
they are {eparated from the Good and Faithful Com-
pany, and excluded their Applaules and Joys. O
what wnipeakable Honour and Dignity have they
foft, and what eternal, blefled Confequences there--

wpon } |
9. To refleck a racit Honour upon faithful An-
gels. Confequentially , to approve and commend
them: alfo. They will ftand by ; and their Faithful-
nels cannot but redound to their Honour, in the
Day when Faithfalnels is publickly commended. We
know net that thofe unblemifhed Spirits will be
brought into Judgment at that Day. Knew ye not,
that we fhald judge Angels T is ufually and plau-
fibly reflrain’d ro thofe thac are confin’d in Chains.
of Darknefs. The’ it may, perhaps, be thought,
that there may be reafon for a {olemn Judgment in
reference to the one, as well as the other. Have
the evil Angels, fince their Fall, been continually
oppofing the Redeemer and his Kingdom ; the pious
encs have, on the contrary, ever fince their Con-
| | fervation,
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fervation; been diligently feiving the Redeemer and
his Kingdom. Have the evil ones- been the Tems-
ters and Oppofers of the Saints, and fo capable of
Eeing judg’d and condemned by themj the pious
onecs have been alfo their Friends and Minifters, and
fo as capable of being approved, thanked and com-
mended by them. Bur let us not be wile above
what is written. Will the Mediator commend his
Fairhful Mortals ?2 thofe that were fo imperfectly, .
and defectively Faithful ¢ What Refpect muft he’
have for his perfeétly faithful Servants ¢ They that
always rejoiced in his Commands, and never failed
in the compleat Execution of them.. While the.
Saints of Earth are commended, the Commendatis
on muft afcend, and affe& the Saints of Heavens
their Coniciences, in the méan time, will applau‘d' ~
them; and they reft aflured of the Judge’s Good-
Will towards, and Approbation of them alfo. Saints
on Earth were faithful in few things. Their Time.
was fhort. 'The Saints of Heaven (the Natives
there) were faithful in many things; faithful in the
great C7z/ts, when thoufands of their Brethren fell;
Faithful, cach of them, thro’ all Ages of the Wotrld
faithful in all things. Commendation is much more’
due to them. | |
10. To caft Shame and Torture (as we may well
fuppofe) on thofe Angelical Spirits, that refufed to
be Faithful. Angelical Spirits we may call them
for Diftinéion {ake; tho’ in refufing to be Faithful,.
they refuled to be Angels; z. e. Mecflengers and Mi=
nifters to the Heirs of God in the World. They
{oon renounc’d their Allegiance, and Faithfulnefs to
their God and Crearor. Yea, and {fome think to
their Redeemer too; 7. ¢. to the Son of God con-.

{ider’d
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fider’d in the Capacity of thé Redeemer of this
Woild. For ’tis apprchended by fome Divines, that
the Primitive Sin of the Angels lay here; it was
difcovered to them, that this Wotrld of ours would
revolt and fall from God. That the Bleflfed Son of
God would put on humane Nature and accomplifh
our Redemption. That this Redeemer (thus Hu-
manized; or Incarhate) thould be made Head of Men
~ and Angels; that by his Redemption he fhould ad-
vance a great Body of Mankind to their Seats; or
Secats fuperior to their own. That now, fome of the
Angelical Tribe acquielc’d in this Dileovery of the
Divine Counfel, comported with it and {ecured their
Station and the Divine Favour ; that others, in their
Pride difliked the Method of the Divine Purpofe,
ftomach’d the fuperior Advancement of the Human
Nature in the Perfon of the Mediator, and fo, were
thrown down from their illuftrious Habitations. But
bowever plaufible this Sentiment may, at firft, ap-
pear, yet, upon maturer Thoughts, it will appear
attended with irrational or unfupportable Confe-
‘quence. For fhould it be revealed to the Angels,
in the State of their Integrity, that this World
would apoftatize, it muft be revealed alfo by whofe
Means and Seduction we {hould be induced {o to A-
poftatize ; vzz. by the Seduction of Angels antece-
dently Apoftatized. At leaft, the Revelation of the
Redeemer, muft reprefent to them out of whofe
Hands we muft be redeemed ; viz. out of the Hands
of fal’'n Angels; the Seed of the Woman muft be fup-
poled to bruife the Serpent’s Head, and.deftroy the
Power and Works of the Devil. And fhould it be
known to the Angels, before they finn’d, that they
~ {hould {in, and be thrown down to horrid Darkne{;s,
3 e



Mr. MATTHEW HENRY. 29

be trampled upon by the Redeemer, and tortur’d
for Ever, what aBlaft muft that be to their Happi-
nefs, what a Beginning of Defpair, and defperate
Occafion of their Sin and Ruin? But in what In-
{tance and Particular {oever, their Sin was cxerted ;
finn’d, we know, they have, and fallen from their
Integrity and Faithfulnefs. Faithful they would not
be to their God, to the Law of their Creation and
of the happy Region, where they dwelt. What
fharp Regret and Envy will torment them, to {fee
fallen Mortals (fuch that were fallen by their Infti-
gation and Inducement) railed to a noble Degree of
Faithfulnels to their Lord! To hear them commend-
cd by the Lord of Life and Death, from a rciolved
Faithfulnels to him in the midft of a perfidious
World ? Yea, to hear them commended for their
Faithfulnefs in Oppofition to them and all their
Wiles and Storms ¢ Thete revolted Spirits were here
grieved and vexed, that any of our Race were re-
covered out of their Hands ; were reconciled to Hea-
ven; and walk’d faithfully with their great Recon-
ciler. They did all they could to reduce them from
their Stedfaftnefs. They laid Snares, employ’d Stra-
tagems, and raifed Storms of Perfecusion againft
them. 7he Devil fhall caft fome of ye into Pri-
fon, and ye [hall have Tribulation ten ‘Days. But
be thou Faithful unto ‘Death. They would neither
be Faithful themfelves, nor let others be fo. And
it may juftly be determined that the Faithful Ones,
that thus ftood it out to the laft againft them, fhall
be folemnly commended in their Hearing, for {tri-
‘king utmoft Shame and Confufion to them. They
lee, with Horror and Delpair, the Glories they
have loft. They fee finning Mortals (fuch that
| E . wcre



30 A FUNERAL SERMON for

were once {o) raifed to their happy Seats. They fee
them received with Joy, approved and applauded
by the Judge; while themielves are hurl’d down to
endlefs Shame and Contempt. O the direful Lafhes
of thcir own Conicience! O the Reproach and
Dildain caft upon them by the Great God, by the
flaming Judge, by the Faithful Angels, and Faithful
Saints! Away with fuch proud, rebellious, curled
Miicreants into the Lake of inextinguifhable Fire !

Thus we {ce there may be Realon enough, why

the Lord Chrift will publickly commend his faith-
- ful Servants, when he comes again.
May this now preparc us for fome Application
- of this affecting Truth. O that it may f{trongly
affeét our Hearts! And may the Application be ta-
ken in {fuch Inferences as thcie.

t. We fce, what a good Mafter the Son of God
is.  What Condecicenfion is here, not ro admit on-
ly, or barcly accept, but to commend f{uch Ser-
vants, fuch Scrvice! He knows very well what
they arc; he fees thro’ their Hearts; and fees all
the Corruption and corrupt Principles there. And
{o, diicerns well enough, how impure they are, and
how imperfedt their Scrvices ; and might juftly dif-
dain them alll He is holy and jcalous; his Eyes
arc as a Flame of Firc. And the more holy and
jcalous he is, the more naturally and juftly might
he flight and abhor fuch Scrvants. But herc’s an
Inftance of Gofpel-Indulgence. He commends thofc
whom he might condemn. Hecre’s {omething more
than mere pardoning Grace. He does not only
pafs by their Faults and Follies. Does not only
forgive the Iniquity of their holy Things, but com-
mends the Work, applauds the Scrvice.  Who d{gu@

a | ay
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{ay that he is an auftere Per{on ! or a {four Mafter!
Can any one bc more candid and generous? He
knows the Weaknels, the Failures, the Defeéts of
all the Secrvice offer’'d him. He knows how in-
debted his Servants are to him and ro his Grace ;
that without him they can do nothing, and yct he’s
rcfolv’d to commend them in the Day of their Ac-
count. O how happily deceived and cilappeinted
will many of them be! They were continually po-
ring on their Sins, and thought that fuch as they
thould never be accepted. They were coatinually
meditating the Imperfection of their Grace and ho-
ly Principles (if they could fuppole they bhad any)
and could not believe that fuch blind, lame, cold
Services, could be pardoned, much lefs approved by
their Judge. But be of good Cheer, ye Faithful
Ones! Your Judge is tar better than you; and bet-
ter than you can imaginc. He remembers the
Work that you have forgot. Wherein or where-
oin yec arc rcady (and have Realon in {fome Re-
ipects) to fay, or write, IlI done, he will fay Well
done! What you have given up for loft, he has
laid up for your Joy. How will you be tranipor-
ted, when you iball hear him fay of {uch as
vous Hell done, Good and Faithful Servants!
Admire his noble Candour and Generofity! yc are
thus glorifyed in him and by him, according to the
Grace of our God, and the Lord Jelus Chrift.

2.. THE Lord Jefus will himiclf be Faithful. He
commends his Scrvants for being fo. And will he
‘be defective in that, that he rcckons, and declares
before the World, to be their Commendation! No,
He cannot ; {o far as that can belong to him. And
Faithfulnefs does. . He is the Faithfiul and True.

E 2 I} 1tnefs.
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Witnefs. Depend then upon his Word and Cove-
nant. Reft affured of the infallible Accomplifhment
of all his Promifes. Intruft him with your Souls,
your Bodies, and all the Affairs of your Salvation.
Faithful is be that bath calld youn, who alfo will
do z¢. Will do all that he hath call’d you to expect
at his Hands.

3. May it not {feem ftrange, that he does not take
more care to vindicate his Servants here! to wipe
off the Reproaches and opprobrious Reflections caft
upon them ? It would tend to his Honour, as well
as theirs. How is his Glory eclipfed, while his Ser-
vants lie under fuch Clouds here 2 We are reckon’d
as the Off-fcouring of all Things (as the Filth of
the World) {ays One of the moft Faithful of them.
Will he commend them at laft, and not commend
now ! Or {uffer them to lie under all manner of Shame
and Ignominy ? Let us take it as a Piece of his
myf{terious Providence.

4. See what Honour awaits the Redeemer’s Ser-
vants at the Day of his Return. None of the Ap-
plaufes of the World may be {et in the Ballance
with his Commendation. Not all the Trophies,
Triumphal Arches or Enfigns of Honour on the
Globe, can give the Fame, that attends the Breath
of his approving Lips. He can foon make your
Name ring thro’ the Heavens, aflumed and {houted
by Angels there. Let his holy Servants be con-
tent with their Ob{curity at prefent; content with
the {candalous Names and Imputations now falfly
affixed upon them. They are not fit for great Ho-
nour and Applaule now. They know not-how to
bear it. When they are fit to bear it, they fhall
have it. When they are purged from all their Pridfl

an
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and Vanity; from all their Self-Conceit and Self-af-
fuming Apprehenfions, they fhall have it in Abun-
dance. The King of Saints will bring forth their
Names to open Light, and fix it in the Heavens.
The Lamb that was flain, will make it appear, that
their Names were wrote in his Adamartine Book,
before the Foundation of the World. The Prince of
the Kings of the Earth, the Judge of Quick aund
Dead, will bring forth all their Exploits in Reli-
gion, all their Atchicvements for his Caufe, and in
his Service; will publifh them before Heaven and
Earth; will give the Performers of them an £#co-
mium beleeming Angels; and fo, conlecrate their
Name and Memorial to Eternity.

5. Is it not ftrange, that he will carry his Ser-
vants to all this Honour thro’ all the Obicurity of
the Grave? Will he commend them at laft, but
flay them now 2 Will he applaud them, when he
comes again, but now lay their Honour in the Duft 2
What ftrange Tranfaction is here ¢ Muft now the
Head and Heart that {o faithfully ferved him, be
lodged where they can praife him no more? Muft
the Lips and Tongue that were {o much our- dear
Brother’s Glory, and with which he fo faithfully
glorified his Lord, be laid afide to crumble into
Duft 2 What {overeign Determination is here? How
eafily could his pleafed Lord difpatch for him (as
for %/g'jd/.?) an Angelical Chariot to fetch him home,
as a Prefage of furure Applaufe? If the Minifter and
Miniftration of and under the Law were {o glorious,
ithould not the Minifter and Miniftration of the-.
Gofpel be much more {0 2 But we fee that Heaven- .,
ly Treafure is committed to Earthen Veflels ; thlj.t.;, )
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the Veflels muft be broken in order to be reframed;:
and fitted for Glory. Welee, that myfterious Coun-
{el governs the World.

6. Where’s the Belief of this.great Report ¢ A
Report, that thould vividly firike the Powers of
our Souls! Where’s the Faith, that is due thereto 2
Will the Redcemer commend his Servants, at the
End of the Day, at the End of the World, what
Work would this Believed make upon our Minds 2 -
What a Turn would it give to our Souls, and all
their Facultics 2 It would awaken the Drowly and
Lethargick ; roufe the Negligent and Remils; warm
the Frozen and Benumm’d; refolve the {low Delibe-
rator ; invigorate and infpirit the Fearful and Dif=-
couraged ; confirm and cherilh the Faithful Servant ;
and inftil new Life and Strength to all.  Is {6 grand
Encouragement {ct before us, the Lord pardon and
cure our Unbelief!

7. WiLL our Lord commend hisFaithful Servants,
and will he take it ill, if wecdo fortoo? Nay, does
he expect we fhould ¢ Muft we eftcem them highly
in our own Minds, and may we not tell our Eftima-
tion to others? Sure we may. And that for the
{fame Reafon for which he commends them, and for-
which he would have fo much of the Lives and Aéts
of his Faithful ones recorded in his own Book, the-
New Teftament ; the Honour of his owin Name and-
Grace in them. They thercfore have done good-
Service, that havé pourtrayed the holy Lives and:
Tranfa@ions of his zealous Servants, and tran{mit-
ted them to Pofterity. The Lights of the World
fhould be {fct up to be {een. The Epiftles of Chrift
{hould be read of all Men. But who fhall {peak the:

Excel-
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Exccllencies, the Faithfulnels of that Servant;, whol¢
Deparrure occafrons this Days Sorrow and Solemni-
ty ¢ 'Tis a Subject quite too big for me. T cannot
fatisfy my felf (much lefs you, who kncw him lon-’
cer, and knew him more) in any Reprefentation I
can make of his natural Endowments, acquired Or-
naments, or {acred Difpofitions and Virtues. I mufk
lcave it to fome one betrer inftruéted, (and more a-
kin to himfelf) to tell ye the Largenefs of his Mind,
and of his Heart. To tell ye the {trange Readinefs
and Fertility of his Invention on any Subject, to
which he, at any time, applicd his Thought ; the
Faithfulnefs of his Memory amidft various Studies
and Perulals ; the Solidity of his Judgment both in
{fecular and divinc Affairs. To tell ye, the various
Parts of Learning .into which ke travel'd, particu-
larly Languages and Law. To tell ye, the Sweet-
neis of his Difpofition in Modefty and Mecknefs,
Aftability, Candor, and Love; and to tell y¢ how
all thefe were {anctified and coniecrated by divine
Grace. Faith and Love, you might fec, inftigated:
to fuch unwecaried Labours. You knew fomething of
his eminent Piety and Devotednefs unto God. His
Life was like a continued Scene of actual Devotion ;
continually employed (befides the neceflury Repafts
and Converfes of Liﬁ? in Prayer, Expofition of
Scripture, {inging of Plalms, inftructing of Catechu-
mens, preaching the Words of Life, or meditating
fomerhing for the Service of his Lord and the Bene-
fit of Souls, to be communicated from the Pulpit or
the Prefs. And all this was donc with {uch Spon-
ranity and Chearfulnefs, as if he would regularly
prove the Truth of the Title of a Dilcourle, (which

he
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he told fome of us was in the Prefs, and which,
now, muft be the laft he will fend thither) the Plea-
Jure or Pleafantnefs of Religion. The Abundance
of his publick Labours you pretty well know ; In-
ftant in Seafon, and out of Seafon (if fuch Work could
be fo). The Excellency of the Subjeés he treated
on; the Sweetnefs and Spirituality of his Manage-
ment of them; the Serioufnefs and Affe&ion of his
Spirit in treating with you by them, you have often
fcen and experienced. His Compaffion and Libera-
lity to the Poor and Indigent : His extenfive Chari-
ty and Love to all Chriftians, under their Relationto
their common Lord, and common Character as
Saints : His fincere Affetion and encouraging Re-
ipect to his Brethren in Minifterial Bonds, you can-
not be altogether unacquainted with. His exempla-
ry Duty and Faithfulnels in his various Relations, as
Son, (that was a Crown to his Parents) Husband,
Father, Mafter, and Paftor, (firft at Cheffer, and
afterward at Hackney) may not now be infifted on.
Thefe and many more great Things belonging to
him, it is to be hoped, will, in due time, be re-

orted to ye. His fingular Acquaintance with Ho-

y Writ, his Dexterity in making it familiar and ufe-
ful to meaneft Capaciries, as well as to others, will,
in his Expofitions, be publifhed to the World, as
long as Time fhall laft, or the E#gli/h Language
live. Happy Man, that was touch’d with Lethar-
gick Symptom, but one Day, or part of a Day,
while it is the Chronical Difeafe of our Lives! So ill
could his zealous Conftitution comport with that
drowly Diforder, that, next Morning betimes, he
withdrew from it, and retired into that lucid, per-
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fe@& World, where alone, uninterrupted, facred Acti-
vity and Unweariednefs concur together. In onc
thing mercifully difappointed ; whereas he expected
to be Ground to the Duft by the Szoxe, or diffolved
by the Diabetes; from the Time of his laft Ser-
mon (on the Monday here) he flumber’d away with-
out Sicknefs or Pain, (as he utually confeisd, when
ask’d how he did) till the next Morping, that he
fell faft afleep in his Blefled Mafter’s Arms. Happy
Scrvant, that had faid and done fo much in the pro-
per Scafon of Life and Healch, that he had nothing
to fay or do, when he came to dic, but filently rc-
tire to Bed, and enter into his Maftcr’s Joy ! yet
being dead, he loudly fpeaks. Speaks the monito-
ry Words, he laft infifted on at his beloved Cheffer,
Let us fear! Let us fear, lest a ‘Promife being
left us (or, left the Promife being left, or deferted
by us) of entring into Reft, any of you fhoild féem
to come fhort of :t ! Prophetical {ure, in the Choice
of the laft Words he was allowed to preach upon ;
the laft opened to you in this Place, in this Pulpit ;
Surely I have heard Ephraim bemoaning bimfelf.
When the nextDay, all the Countrey was in Teears,
and true Ifraelites were bemoaning themlelves for
Lofs of him. O what a Friend have we, has the
Church of God, yeca, the whole World, loft 2 The
Chariots of Ifrael! the Horfémen thercot! In him
we have, particularly, loft the Sixth Volume of Ex-
pofitions on Scripture; (unlels any Apparatus be
found, that will affift fome competent Hand to {fend
it forth) a Seventh Volume, that was to be critical
on difficult Places of Scripture ; and an Eighth, that
was to be a Body of Divinity, in Sermons; Befides -
what other he would have occafionally fent into the
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World: Thefe 1 know he intended. O let us be-
moan the- Sins that have forfeited this Light, and
procured this Loifs! But this Lofs to us, is Gain to
him. To be with Chrift above is far better, in re-
fpet to hisown Felicity, than to be lerving him here
below. With what Joy muft fuch a Servant be re-
ceived into the heavenly Regions ¢ What Solace
and Delight muft overflow his active Soul at the
grcat Day of his joyful Account, (Joyful, as con-
cerning himfelf, however it be concerning you)
when his great Mafter {hall receive him with thele
loud Accenrts, (containing a Character above all that
Fleth canfay) Fell done, thon good and faitbful Ser-
vant ! And this I {peak with the more Confidence,
(for T would dread being fway’d by Party-Preju-
dice, efpecially, in Matters of fuch Moment) as
being per{waded that not you only, but all the Pious
- of all Perfwafions, that had Opportunity of being
acquainted with him, with his Spirit, Life and La-
bours, unanimoufly concur in this Sentiment, that
- this muft be his Entertainment lyr his Judge at the

great Day, Well done, thon good and faithful Ser-
vant ! And fince there will be fubordinate Judges
too, thofe that approve and applaud the Determi-
nation of him that is fupreme; we may well fup-
pole, that Chefter, Chefpire, Lancafbire, Shrop-
Shire, Hackney, London, and other Places, will
bring in their Verdi¢t, and add their concurrent Suf-
frage to the Judge’s Sentence, Hell done, thou
good and faithful Servant! Yea, thall the Stone
ery out of the Wall, and the Beam out of the T im-
ber anfwer if, againft the wicked and perfidious :
“And muft we not fay, that the Walls of his own

Houle, and particularly of his Study therein, the
Pulpit
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Pulpit and the Préfs, will all be ready to refound
and eccho to the Judges applauding Accents, #ell
done, thou good and faithful Servans ! |

3. WuaTr a Provocation and Incentive, now, is
here to holy Faithfulnels 2 Be faithful, Brethren,
to the Son of God! His Commendation will be
your fufficient Reward. Are you ambitious ¢ It is
incident to polite, refined Minds, fo to be. Here’s
a Mark for your higheft Ambition. Covet the A
probation, the Applaufe of the great Judge of the
World. One commending Word from his Lips,
will fecure your Glory and Renown for ever. One
Word of his will confound every Accufer. Will
cancel or prevent any Condcmnation from Sin, or
the World; from Conicience, or the Devil. One
fuch Word of his will recommend you unto the
moft auguft, angelical Spirits, and fix you in their
Favour and Company for ever. Yea, it will re-
commend you to the Eternal God, to his Compla-
cency and endlefs Communion; you will, there-
upon, be immediately prefented before the Prefence
of his Glory with ‘exceeding Joy. This Sentence,
th# pronounced, will be fufficient Retribution to
our dear Brother for all his Work of Faith and Labour
of Love. It would now be Epitaph for him, long
and large enough, as good ang as great as hc was,
luppofing it {poken by thofe {fovercign Lips, M elt
done, thoy good and faithful Servant! Do notthe
Accents charm your Ears, and diflolve the Heart,
and inftigate you to an holy, ambitious Afpiration .
after them ? Is the Faithful Servant thus commend-
ed ¢ Have ye had fuch a wonderful Example of fa-
cred Faithfulnels before your Eyes; Go ye, and 4o
likewzfe. DBe faithful (Brethren) to the Redeemer,

to
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fé hls Inl:ﬂréﬁs and . l{mgdom* _ggt “th Worldﬂ*i' fﬁ
faithful to ‘thé Miniftry ye have receivedy. -to thé; |
Souls he hath: redeemed, to the V' ’éﬁmbn where-.
with ye have been called, to- your Ltght, and . nu-

merous Talents and Obligations:. And when the

Operier of the: Graves fhal come, the Arbitrator of
Life and Death fhall appear in the Clouds; he “will

make the Heavens ring with your Praife and Ap'-

plaufes ; Wil done, ye good aml ﬁzztbful S*e*r'vmzt.r ...

A'men and Amen! .
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