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EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY.
No. 1.

Atque illud in porimis miki letandum jure esse vi-
deo, quod in hac insolila miki ex hoc loco rafione di-
cendiy causa talis obluta est, in qua oratio nemine de-
cose frotests CICERO.

The most extraordinary of all the ambitious
projects of Charles V. was his attempt to reduce
all the nations of Euvope, then embroiled by the
controversies between the Catholics and the Pro-
testants, to a uniform rule of religious faith and
worship. It appears that he lived long enough to
discover and confess his folly.  In his retreat at
the monastery of St. Justus, where he spent the
latter years of his life, retired from the busy world,
he devoted a part of his time to practical mechan-
ics3 and fuiling in a laborious and puticnt effort to
make two watches keep exact time, he is said to
have exclaimed, ¢ What a fool was I to attempt
regulating the opinions of all Europe, who am un-
Avle to regulate the movements of two watches.”

Inthe present age, all coercive measures Lo alter,
modify, or restrain the opinions of men, on any
subject; appear the extreme of folly and of tyran-
ny. It would be a waste of words to attempt a
formal proof of a principle which nobody thinks
of questioning. In fact, the empire of Mind owes
no submission, save to the sceptre of Truth. We
must not even imagine that we have paid all the
respect that 1s due to the independence of men’s
minds, when we shall have forborne to injure them
in their persons and social rights, on account of
ineir opinions. Corrcet morality scems to pre-
scribe, not merely that we should offer no violence
wwards those who differ from us in opinion, but
that we should not officiously disturb them in the
enjoyment of the right of private judgment, which
they exercise peaceably with regard to us; inno-
cently, perhaps, in respect to themselves ;3 and un-
der an awful responsibility to their Creator.  Itis
surely an unamiable trait in character tobe fond of
contradiction and disputation on matters trivial and
meonsequential.  This propensity is dangerous, in
proportion to the facility with which it can find op-
poitunities of indulgence,  For what sentiment do
we hear from morning to night falling fiom the
lips of the most intelligent men, which would not
adnut modification or amendmenmt 2 Ilow few
Joctrines ave so weil estabhished, as to need no far-
they proof, cr 60 clear as to vequire no new illustra-
tion ! But was the world erected a stage for cavil-
hing ! The society of disputatious persons, so farat
least as my observations reach, answers no one
purpose of intellectual or moral improvement, and
o the charities of life, and social pleasurves, it 1s
pluinly hostile.

Yet theve are errors of that atrocious character,
bat the most imperious obligations bind us to op-
bose, encounter, refute and overthrow them. If)
for instunce, a fricnd or brother (and such every
man should esteem every other man) should un-
happily have formed or embraced sentiments high-
Iy injurious to himsclf or others; should he not
ouly hold them to his own personal detriment, but
esteem himself bound to publish and diffase them
(o.the manifest risk and damage of multitudes; in
such a case it becomes an imperative and indispen-
sible duty in those who are aware of the error and
its dangerous tendencics, (o exert themselves man-
fally for its refutation. Such interference is not
impertinence, it is not intrusion, it is not an inva-

sion of the rights of private judgment; butitisa
dignified, manly, moral endeavour to advance the
cause of truth, of duty, and of human happi-
ness. -

"The question at issue between Christians and
those who, among other appellations, are denomi-
nated Deists ;—a name invented and imposed up-
on them by themselves, as at once descriptive and
honourable j—is of incalculable magnitude and im-
portance, It is no less than whethey that system
of religious belief which we have been taught from
our infancy ; whether that code of moral discipline
which has restrained and regulated our passions,
and formed the entire system of our practical ha-
bits; whether those high hopes and expectations,
which are the balm of our troubled lives, and our
sole consolation in the hour of death, be founded
in truth and in reality: or whether, on the contra-
vy, they be in all their amplitnde and connections
the mere figments of imagination, without evidence
and without foundation. The numerous and pon-
derous volumes which Deists have compiled on
this controversy, and the zeal and obstinacy with
which they pursue their purpose, are proofs of the
importance which they attach (o the subject.
“I'he importance which Christians attach to 1t need
not be menticned.

Irevious to the discussion of evidence, there is
one profile of the theme to which 1 would ..vite
the reader’s cetigus attention.  Christianity has
now for more than a thousand years been the
great rule of religion and morals over a very large
porton of the world. During that period, it has
been shooting its roots in all divections through
saciety, and entwining its branches around all that
is sublimely great, or munutely interesting 3 around
our hearths and our altars; around our senates and
our chairs of state ; around our tribunals and our
scats of learning; around our fleets and our ar-
mics. Nay, in its majestic windings it has encir-
cled whole nations, and bound them together by
common ligaments of opinion and csteeny, of char-
ity and sympathy, which are scarccly to be burst
asunder by the most sangnary wars.  Over the
whole of christendom there js scarcely a trait of
individual or of national character which has not
been less or more influenced or modificd by the
Christian religion.  Is it on slight grounds that
such a system, so incorpovated with the vitals of' so
many great nations, should be brought in‘o ues-
tion and jeopaidy ? Iave we calculated the certain-
ty, bave we guaged and estimated the cifeets of
that great moral revolution which the aboli-
tion of the Christian rehgion would produce ?
Should such an event ever take place, its
operation will have a sweeping extent.  The
bare possibility eof it fills me with terror; and I
think it possible,  But what a scene is to follow !
The system of education revolutionised ; morals
quite changed ; social intercoursc flowing in ncw
channels and regulated by new principles; man
himself altered and metamorphosed into a new or-
der of being. I am nat at present presuming ei-
ther the truth or falsekood of Christianity ; I speak
“of it merely as a moral system, whose supposed
truth and authority have given it the power to
mould mankind into a certain character. But
should they at length be persuaded that it i3 equal-
Iy destitute of truth and authority, thev will soon
disabuse themselves of its usurped influence, tear
from their bosoms the last fibrilof the detected su-
perstition, and fancy themselves advancing towarde

genuine cxcellence in proportion as they recede
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fiom its preccpts and spivit. What a revolution !
ot que sit terre mortalibus orbe

LForma futura rogant : queis sit laturus in aras
Thura .

Those who feel a kindling zeal to oppose Chris-
tianity, if they have any bowels of pity for man-
kind, should deliberately consider that the question
which they are about to agitate, is not one of those
empty problems proposed on purpose to exercise
the wits of a debating club, or test the acumen of
a class of logical -wranglers in the cloisters of a
university, 'The habits, the morals, the consola~
tions, the hopes and fears of millions, are involved
in the issue. ‘These are not light matters; nor
should they ever be.made the sport of wantam
doubt and scepticism, of idle debate and litigation.
No man who sincerely wishes well to mankind,
can, consistently with that benevolence, attempt to
undermine, or n the slightest degree to weaken
their faith in the Christian religion, unless upon
the three following conditions: First, he must be
able to prove to a demonstration, that Christianity
is absolutely false: Secondly, he must prove by facts
that it has been manifestly injurious to every nation
where it has gained admission : Thirdly, he must
either shew that society would be better without it
than with it, or else he must be prepared to sub-
stitute. in its room some other system, so far pre-
ferable to it, that mankind may prudently consent
to incur the calamities and dangers inseparable
from a change of the old system, in full assurance
that they will be more than balanced by the ulti-
mate benefits of the new. On no other conditions
can any man ever claim the right of opposing the
Christian religion. And so soon as these condi-
tions shall have been complied with, most cheer-
fully will we devote our Christianity a sacrifice to
truth and buman happiness. We will do more ;
we will ourselves, like Abraham, draw the slaugh-
tering knife, satisfied that God has bidden us.

CRITO.

0 VHE EDITOR OF TUE REMEMRRANCER,
DE.IR SIR,

There is no intelligence generally more pleas.
ing to the faithul, zealous Christian, than receiving
or hearing accounts of revivals of religion. Having
obscrved something of this kind in your paper be-
fore, it may afford some gratification to your read-
ers, who are well wishers to, and who are praying
for, the prosperity of Zion, to peruse the foflowing
extracts of letters received from the State of New
Jersey, at a place a few miles from Philadelphia
[tive miles below Woodbury.] The revival is
amongst the youth; and what is still more pleas-
ing, in an Episcopal Church and colgregation
destitute of a regular Minister. The congregation
regularly assemble—and the lay-brethren, in turn,
officiate by performing the service and reading a
sermon. R. H.

B Cross Roads, January 20thy 1814.
Rev. Brother,

I compare mysclf, at this present time, to

the man of Macedonia that St, Paul in his vision
saw, saying, come over and help us; for the time of
refreshing hath visited us from the presence of the
Lord : as it is spoken by the prophet Joel; « And it
shall come o pass in the lust days, saith God, I
will pour out in those days of my Spirit; upon all
ilesh, and your sons and your daughters shall pro-
phesy, and your young men shall sce visions, and
your old men shall dream drcams: and on my



