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FoRr readers of a mature age and jude-
ment, there are {o many excellent trea-
tifes on the Evidences of the Chriftiass
Religion already publithed, that it is
perfectly needlefs to add 6 their num-
ber ; but it appeared to me, that there
was {till wanting fomething in a fhorter,
a cheaper, 2 more methodical and famil-
iar form. This i3 a time, when it is
peculiarly proper to communicate to
young people the chief grounds of their
faith, and to lay the foundations of 2
firm belief in the Chriftiah Revelation ;
leaving it to themfelves to add to thefe
primary evidcices which reafon fur.

rifhes in favor.of . chriftianity, thofe
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further proofs of its truth, which I
truft they will hereafter derive from ftill
higher and better fources ; from an in-
ti iate acquaintance with -the facred
writings ; -from the illuminating and
{unétifying influences of the Holy Spirit
upon their underftandings and their
hearts ; and from the experimental con-
viction, which 1 hope they will hereafter
have, of the divine ethcacy of the gof-
pel in purifying their aZections, in reme-
dying the diforders of their corrupt na-
ture, and in communicating to them
thofe two invaluable bleflings, peace of
conicience, and holinefs of life.

In a concern of fuch infinite import-
ance, no {pecies of evidence ought to be
difcouraged, depreciated,” or withheld.
And at this time more particularly,
when new compendiums of infidelity,
and new libels on chriftianicy are dif
perfed continually, with indefatigable
induftry, through every part of the
kingdom, and every clafs of the com-
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munity, it feems highly expedient to
meet thefe hoftile attempts with publi.
cations of an oppofite tendency, and to
fortify the minds of thofe who are juft
¢ntering into the world, by plain and
concife ftatements of the principal ar-
guments in favor of chriftianity, againf
the efforts that will be made to miflead
their judgments, corrupt their princi-
ples, and thake their belief in the gof-
pel of Chrift.

WiTH a view therefore of fulfilling
this duty towards the youth, more im-
mcdiately under my care, [ have drawn
up the following little tra&. My chief
object has been to collet together into
one view, and to comprefs together in
a narrow compafs, all the moft forcible
arguments tor the truth of our religion,
which are to be found in our beft writ-
ers, with the addition of .fuch obferva-
tions of my own as occurred to me in
the profccution of the work. All thefe.

I have clafled under a fow. thort,..clear,
A 2
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diftint propofitions ; an arrangement
which I have always found moit con.-
venient for the inftrution of youth,
and beft calculated to aflilt their-memo-
ries, to make ftrong and durable im.-
preflions on their underftandings, and
to render the important truths of
religion moft eafy to be comprehended
and retained in their minds. After
this, I would recommend it to my
young readers, as they advance in life,
to have recourie to one or more of the
well known treatifes of Grotius, Addi-
{fon, Clarke, Leflie, Lardner, Beattie,
and Paley, on the Evidences of Chrift-
1anity ; to fome of whom I am myfelf
“iuch indebted, and to whofe mafterly
writings on that {fubject, this little work
was meant only as a kind of clementary
introduction.

I must however wain my young
aiciples, that when they have, by the
courfe of reading here fuggefted, arriv-
cd at a full convidtion cof the divine
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origin of the Chriltian Religion, they
muft not imagine that their tafk is fin.
ifhed, and that nothing more is required
at their hands. The moft important
part of their bufinefs ftill remains to be
accomplithed.  After being {atisfied
that the Chriftian Religion comes from
God, their next ftep is to inquire care-
fully what that religion is, what the
doltrines are which it requires to be be-
lieved, and what the duties which it
requires to be performed. For this
purpofe it may. be ufeful for them to
begin with Gaftrell’s Chriftian Infti-
tutes, and Archbifhop Secker’s Lec-
tures on the church catechifm. In the
firft they will find the doftrines and
duties of the Chriftian Religion ranged
under their proper heads in the very
words of fcripture, and in the other
they will fee moft of them clearly and
concifely explained by a moft able, pi-
ous, and judicious divine. After this
they may proceed to fludy the fcrip.
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tures themielves, and more particularly
the new teftament, with the affiftance
of Dr. Doddridge’s Family Expofitor,
to which they thould add fome of the
fermons of our beft divines, Bifhop
Taylor, Barrow, Sherlock and Secker.

WHEN they have thus learnt what
Chriftianity is, and what it demands
from them, they will feel it to be their
indifpenfable duty (as it 1s unqucﬁxom-
bly their trueft intereft) to believe im-
plicitly all the doétrines, and obey with
cheerfulnefs all the commands of their
Maker and Redeemer ; to facrifice to
them, and to their own future eternal
welfare, all their corrupt paffions and
irregular defires, to preferve themielves
unfpotted from the world, and to im-
plore the afliftance of divine grace, co-
operating with their own moft earneit
endeavors, to render their belicf in the
gofpel cffcctual to the fanétification of
their hearts, the regulation of their
lives, and the falvadion of their fouls.
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I HAV: caly to add, that although
this little treatife is defigned principally
for the inftruction of youth, yet con.
fidered as a kind of recapitulation of
the Evidences of Chriftianity, it may
be found of fome ufe to perfons of a
mcre mature age, by refrething their
memories, and bringing back to their
recolle@tion thofe proofs of their relig-
ion which they have formerly read in
larger and more elaborate works, and
which they will here fee brought to-
gether into one point of view.
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- T HE mnethod Iintend to purfie in
this treatife, is to prefent to my young
readers the following feries of propofi-
tions, and then to prove dxﬁm&ly the
truth of each.

1. From confidering the ftate of the
heathen world, before the appearance
of our Lord upon earth, it is evident

S
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that there was an abfolute neceflity for a
revelation of God’savill, and, of courfe,
a great probability beforehand that fuch
a revelation would be graht'ed.

i At the very time when “there
was a general expeltaticn in the world
of fome é{traordinary perfonage mak-
ing his appeararice 'in it, a perfon
called Jefus Chrift did actually appear
upon earth, aflerting that he was the
Son of God, and that he was fent from
heaven to teach mankind true religion ;
and he did accordingly found a religion,
which from him was called the Chrift-
1an Religion, and which has been pro-
fefled by great numbers of people from
that time to the prefent.

1. The books of the new tefta.
ment were written by thofe perfons to
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whoitt they are afefibed, ‘arid'dontiin 2
fafthful hiftety of ' Chrift and His relig
ion: and the account-théte ‘given of

both may bc fecurcly rehed upon as

"1v. The Icnptnres of ‘the oK tefta-
ment (which are‘conreéted w‘xth thofe
of the new) are the genuine writings
of thofc whofe names they bear, and
give a true account of the Mofiic dif-
penfation, -of the hiftorical fads, the
divine éommands, ‘the meral precepts,
and the prophécies which they contain.

v. The chafaéter of Chrift, as rep-
refented in the gofpels, affords very

firong ground for believing that he

was 2 divine petfon.

B
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R Ib‘ ﬁ‘w‘"i*?‘ of . hit do&tmu
Cﬂnﬁr-m-th:.s behcf. L

VIl ,The rapid and fuccefsful propa.
gation of the gofpel by the firft teach-
crs of -it, through a large part. of: the
world, is 2 preof that they were fayor.
ed with divine affitance and fuppart.-.

- vii. A-comparifon betwixt Chrilt
and Mabomet and their refpedive relig-
ions, leads us to.conclude, that 26 the
religion of the latter was confefledly
the invention of man, that of the form.
er was derived from Ged. -

- 1%." The prediGions delivered by
the ancient prophets, and fulflled in
our Saviour, fhow that he was the
Mefliah expected by the Jews, and that
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he came imeg the world by:divine ap-
pointment, to be the greéat dclimr tnd
redeémer Gf xﬂankmdx ces Tl

x. The pmplmm dehﬂred by our
Saviour himilf, prove that he was en.
dued with the foreknowledge of future

events, which belongs only to God and
to thofe infpired by him.

x1. The miracles performed by our
Lord, demonfirate him to have poffefl-
ed divine power.

x11. The refurrefion, of our Lord
from the dead, is a fa& full> croved by
the cleareft evidence, anc is the feal and
confirmation of his divinity and of the
truth of his religion.
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. Thiefe-are the feveral points 1. fhall
pndertake to prove in _the following
pages : and if thefe are clearly made
~ out, there can be nothing more wanting
 to fatisfy every rcafonable man, that
the Chriftian Religion is a true revela-
tion from God.. : |
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PROPOSITION L

- Faoazr confidering the fate of the beathen
aworld, before the appearance of our Lord
upen earth, it is evident that there was an
abfolute neceffity for a divine revelation of
God’s will, and, of courfe, a great proba-
Lilty beforchand, that fuch a revelation
would be granted.

Ty who are acquainted with
ancient hiftory, know perfeitly well
that there is no one fat more certain
and more notorious than this: That for
many ages before our Saviour appeared
upon earth, and at the time he a&ually
did appear, the whole heathen world,
even the politeft and moft civilized, and
moft learned nations, were, with a very

sw cxceptions, funk in the moft deplo-
: B2
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rable ignorance of every thing relating
to God and to religion ; in the grofleft
fuperftition and idolatry, and in the
moft abominable corruption and deprav-
ity of manners. They neither under-
ftood the true nature Qf' God, not the

attributes and perfections which belong

to him, nor the worthip that was accept-
able to him, nor the moral duties which

he requried from his creatures ; nor had
they any clear noticns or firm belief of
the immortality of the foul, and a ftate
of rewards and punithments in another
life. They believed the world to be
under the direction of a vaft multitude
of gods and goddefles, to whom they
alcribed the worft paflions and the worft
vices that ever difgraced human nature.
They worfhipped alfo dead men and
women, birds and beaﬁs, infets and
reptiles, (efpecially that moft odious
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and difgufling reptile the ferpent) to-
gether with an infinite number of idols,
the work of their own hands, from va-
rious materials, gold, Glver, wood, and
fione. With refpe& to their own con.-
duct, they were almoft univerfally ad.
di&ted to the moft thocking and abom.-
inable vices ; even many of their {ol-
emn religious ceremonies and aéts of
devotion were fcenes of the groficft
fenfuality and licentioufnefs. Others

of them were attended with the moft
favage and cruel fuperftitions, and fome-

tires even with human facrifices.

The defcription given ofi the ancient
Pagans by St. Paul, in the firft chapter
of his epiftle to the Romans, is ftrictly
and literally true. ¢ They were filled
with all unrighteoufnefs, fornication,
wickednefs, covetoufnefs, unclcanncfs,
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morality, the method of God’s goveras
~ ing the world, his defign in creating

mankind, the original dignity of human
~ nature, the fiate of corruption and de-
pravity into which it afterwards fell 3
- the particular mode of divine interpofi-
- tion neceffary for the recovery of the
human race ; the means of regaining
the favor of their offended Maker, and
the glorious end to which God intends
ed finally to conduc¢t them. Even
with refpect to thofe great and import.
ant doétrines abovementioned, the im.
mortality of the foul, the reality of a
future ftate, and the diftribation of re.
wards and punifhments hereafter, the);
were full of doubt, uncertainty, and
hefitation ; and rather ardently withed
and hoped for, than confidently expeét-
¢d and believed them. But even what
they did know with any degree of
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clearnefs :and . certainty, -they either
would not condefcend, or wanted the
ability, to render plain and intelligible
to the lower orders of the people. They
were deftitute al{o of proper authority ta
enforce the virtues they recommended ;
they had no motives to propofe powerful
enough to overrule firong temptations
and corrupt inclinations : thei¥ own ex-
ample, inftead of rccommending their
precepts, tended to counteract them ;
for it was generally (even in the «:rv

of them)‘in dire@® eppofition to
their do&trines ; and the deteftable vices
to which many of them were addi@ed,
entirely deftroyed the cfficacy of what
they taught.

Above 21, they were deftitute of
thofe awful fanctions of religion, which
are the moft effetual refiraints on the
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paffions and: vices of mankind,and the
molt powerful incentivestoovistue, the
réewards and punifhments of a4 future
Rate, which form {o eflential and 1m-
portant a part of the Chriftian dlfpcn«'
f.mon.

There was, therefore, -2 plain and .
abfolute neceflity for a divine revelation,
to refcue mankind from that gulph of
ignorancg, fuperftition, idolatry, wick-
ednefs, and mifery, in ‘whxch they were
almoft univerfally funk ; to teaclr them
in what manner, and Wlth whap kind
of external fervice, God might moﬁ
acceptably be worfhipped, and what ex?
piation he would accept for fin ; to
give them a full aflurance of a future
ftate and a future judgment ; to make
the whole doétrine of religon clear and
obvious toall capacities ; to add weight
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and authority to the plaineft precepts,
and to furnith men with extraordinary
and fupernatural affiftance, to ennble
them to overcome the corrupticns of
their nature. And fince it was alfa
plainly worthy of God, and confonant
to all our ideas, of his goodnefs, mercy,
and compaflion to the work of his
own hatids, that he thould thus enlight-
en, and aflift and dire& the creatures
he had’made, there was evidently much
ground to expect that fuch information
and affiftance would be granted ; and
the wifeft of the ancient heathens them-
felves thought it moft natural and a-
greeable to right reafon to hope for
fomething of this nature.

You may give over, fays Socrates,
all hopes of amending men’s manners

for the future, unlefs God be-pleafed to
C
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fend you fome other perfon to inftrudt
you ;* .and Plato declares, that what.
ever is right, and as it thould be in the
prefent evil ftate of the world, can be
fo only by the particular interpofition of
Godt Cicero has made fimilar decla-
rations; :nd Porphyry, who was a
motit inveterate enemy to the Chriitian
Religion, yet confefles, that there was
wanting feme univerfal method of deliver-
ing men’s fouls, which no [ect of philofophy
bad ever yet found out.}

Thefe confeflions of the great fages
of antiquity, infinitely outweigh the
aflertions of our modern infidels, ¢ that
human reafon is fully fuflicient to teach
man his duty, and enable him to per-

form it ; and that, therefore, a divine
* Plato in Apolog. Socratis.

+ Plato de Rep.
T Anculin de Civitate Do, L 1c. ¢ j32.
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revclation was perfeftly needlefs.” It
is true, that, in the prefent times, a Deift
may have tolerably juft notions of the
pature and attributes of the Supreme
Being, of t... worthip due to him, of
the ground and extent of moral obliga«
tion, and even of a future ftate of re-
tribution. But from whence does he
derive thefe notions ? Not from the
ditates of his own unaflifted reafon,
but (as the philofophift Roufleau him.
felt confefles*) from thofe very fcrip.
tures which he defpifes and reviles,
from the early imprefiions of education,
from living and converfing in a Chrift.
1an country, where thofe doctrines are
publicly taught, and where, in fpite of
himfelf, he imbibes fome portion of that
religious knowledge which the facred
writings have every where diffufed and

* Vol ix. p. 71, 12000, 1704.
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communicated to the enemies as well as
the friends of the gofpel. But they
who were deftitute of thefe advantages,
they who had nothing but reafon to
dire& them, and therefore knew what
reafon is capable of doing, when left
to itfelf, much better than any modern
infidel (who never was, and never can
be, precifely in the fame predicament ;)
thefe men uniformly declare, that the
mere light of nature was zoz competent
to conduct them into the road of happi-
nefs and virtue ; and that the only fure
and certain guide to carry men well
through this life was a divine difcovery
of the truth.* Thefe confiderations may
ferve to fhew, that, inftead of enter-
taining any unreafonable prejudices be-
forehand againft the poflibility or proba-
bility of any divine revelation whatever,

* Plato in Phzdone.
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we ougnrt, on the contrary, to be pre-
vioully prepoflefled in favor of it, and
to be prepared and open §o receive it
with candor and fairnefs, wheneves it
fhould come fupported with fufficient
evidence ; becaufe, from confidering
the wants of man and the mercy of
God, it appears highly probable that
fuch a revelation would fime time sr oihor
be vouchfafed to mankind.

C2
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PROPOSITION I1.

A the very time when there was a general
expeclation in the world of feme extraordiy
nary perfonage making bis appearance in it,
a perfon called fefus Chrift did aclually ap-
pear upon earth, affcrting that he was the
Son of God, and that he came from Heaven
10 teach mankind true religion ; and be did
accordingly found a religion, which from bim
was called, the Chriftian Religion, and which
has been profeffed by great numbers of people
from that time to the prefent.

It was neceflary juft to ftate this
propofition, as the foundation of all
the reafoning that is to follow : but the
truth of it is fo univerfally acknowl-
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edged, that it requires but very few
words to be faid in fupport of it.

That there was, abou:the time of
our Saviour’s birth, a general expecta-
tion {pread aver the eaftern part of the
world, that fome very extraordinary:
perfon would appear in Judza, is evi-
dent both from the facred hiftory arnd
from Pagan writers. St. Matthew in-
forms us, that when Jefus was born in
Bethlehem of Judza, there came wife
men (probably men of confidcrable rank
and learning in their own country)
from the Eaft, faying, ¢ Whereis he
that is born King of the Jews ; for we
have feen his ftar in the Eaft, and are
comc to worfhip him > In conflirma-
tion of this, two Roman hiftorians,
Suctonius and Tacitus, aflert that there
prevailed at that time, over the whole
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Eaft, an ancient and fixed opinion, that
there fhould arife out of Judza a perfon
who fhould obtain dominion over the
world,

That at this time, when Auguftus
Cxfar was Emperor of Rome, a perfon
called Jefus Chrift was actually bornin
fudxa ; that he profefled to come from
heaven to tcach mankind .rue religion,
and that he had a multitude of follow-
ars ; the facred hiftorians unanimouily
«firm, and feveral heathen authors alfo
ear tefimony to the fame faéts. They

-

mention the very name of Chrift, and
rcknowledge that he had a great num.
“er of difciples, who from him were
called. Chriftians.  The Jews, though
srofelled enemics to our religion, ac-
i‘nowledge thefe things to be truc;
znd none even of the carlieft Pagans
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who wrote againft Chriftianity, ever
pretended to queftion their reality.—
Thefe things, therefore, are as certain
and undeniable as ancient hiftory, both
facred and profane, and the concurrent
teftimony both of friends and enemies,
can poffibly make them.,
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PROPOSITION IIL

- THE books of the New Tefiament were

written by thofe perfons to whom they are af-
crived, and contain a faithful bifiory of
Chrift and his religion : and the account there
given of both, may be fecurely relied upon as
/z’ric‘?z'j.irue.

T 12 books which contain the hiftory
of Chrift and of the Chriftian Religiﬁm,
are the four gofpels and the acts of the
Apoftles. That the gofpels were writ-
ten by the perfons whofe name they
bear, namely, Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John, there is no more reafon to
doubt, than that the hiftories which we
have under the names of Xenophon,
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Livy, or Tacitus, were written by thofe

authors.

A great many paffages are alluded
to or quoted from the Evangelifts, ex.
actly as we read them now, by a regular
fuccefion of Chriffian writers, from
the time of the Apoftles down to this
hour; and at a very carly period their
names are mentioned as the authors of
their refpedtive gofpels; which is more
than can be faid tor aﬁy other ancient
hiftorian whatéver.*

Thefe books have always been con-
fidered by the whole Chriftian world,
from the Apoftolic age, as containinga
faithful hiftory of their religion, and
therefore they ought to be received as

* Lardrer’s Credibility, b. i. and Paley’'s Evi-
dcoces, vol. 1.




30 On the Truth and Divine Origin

fuch; juft as we allow the Koran to
contain a genuine account of the Maho-
metan religion, and the facred books
bf the Bramins to conrtain a true repre-
fentation of the Hindoo religion.

That all the fa@s related in thefe
writings, and the accounts given of ev-
ery thing our Saviour faid and did, are
alfo ftrictly true, we have the moft {ub.
ftantial grounds for believing :

For, in the firft place, the writers
had the very beft means of informa.-
tion, and could not poflibly be deceived

themficlves.

And, in the next place, they could
have no conceivable inducement for im-
pofing upon others.
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St. Matthew and St. John were two
of our Lord’s Apoftles; his conftant
companions and attendants throughout
the whole of his miniftry. They were
actually prefent at the fcenes which they
defcribe ; eye witnefles o1 wne facts, and
ear witnefles of the dilcourfes, which
they relate. .

St. Mark and St. Luke though not

themfelves Apoftles, yet were the con-
tcmporaries and companions of Apof-
tles, and in habits of fociety and friend-
fhip with thofe who had been prefent
at the tranfa&ions which the"y record.
St. Luke exprefsly fays this in the be-
ginning of his gofpel, which opens with
thefe words: ¢ For as much as many
have taken in hand to fet forth in or-

der a declaration of tho'fe things which
D
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GILBERT BURNET.

GI‘LBEIRT BURNET, bihop of Salifbury in
the latter end of the fixtcenth century, ‘was boia
at- Edizburgh, in 1643, of an ancient fomily in
‘the -fhife of Aberdecn.  ‘Hie father being bred ta
the law, was, at the refloration of king Charles IL
appointed one of the lords ef felfion, with the tile
; of Laord Crimsad, in rewhrd for his contant attach-
§ ment’to the royal party during the srowbles of Great
- Hritam. -Our - nbdvor, the ‘youngeft fon of hiy: a-
- thier; ‘was . inftrulted by him io the Latin tongue:x

§ at ton weapgof age he was (202 to costinue his Rudica

at Aberdecn, and was admitied M. A. hefore he was
14. His own inclination led him to the fludy of the
civil and feddallaw ; and heufed tofay, that it was
tve this &udy he had recrived more jnft notions cous
cerningthe foundations of civil fociety “and govern-
ment, thaa thofe whith fome divines sttain. About
'] Wytar afier, he changed bis mind, and begat Yo apple
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fto diviaity, to the great fatisfaQion of his father.
3H° was admitted preacher before he wae 18; and
“Sir Alexander Burnet, his coufin-german, offered
him a benefice ; but he refufed to accept of it.

1In 1663, about two years after the death of hie
father, he came into England ; and after fix months
ftay at Oxford and Cambridge, returned to Scot-
 land ; which hc {oon left again to make a tour for
fome ‘months, in 1664, in Holland and Frange.
| At Amfterdam, by the help of a Jew:ith Rabbi, be
perfied bimfelf in the Hebrew language ; and like-
| wife btcame ‘acquainted with the leading men of the
different perfuafions tolerated mn that country ; as
Calvipifts; Arminians, Lutherans, Anabaptifta,
Brawniits; Paprh, and Unitarians ; amongtt each
of which he ufed frequently to declare, he met with
men of fuch dnfeigned piety and virtue, that he
became hxed in 2 flrong privaple of uaiverial
«charity, aud an invincible abhorrence of ail feve-

| xities on account of religrous diffentions.

{  IJpop his return from s travels, he was ad.
?mtttcd minifter of Salton ; in which ftation he f&r-
\ved five years in the meft cxemplary manaer.
e drew up a memorial, in which he took notice
of the principal errors in the condu& of the Scots
lbxﬂ\ops, which he obferved not to be conformable to

Lt R U

( haymg ne iutention .to fc;vrc it

TiHE AUTHOQR. v

the primitive inftitution ; and fext a cco7 of it to
feveral of them.
ments ; bu: to thow he was not aQluated with a xp rt
of ambitioz, he led a retired couxfe of life for t\m'

This expoiled him to their rcxc -

years ; which fo cndan"cred his health, that he'y way
cbliged o abate his exceffive app]uanom to ftudy.

In 165q, he pubhﬂled his *¢ modeit and’ free confer-
ence between a conformift and a non conformift”

He became acquainted with the dutchefs of Hamil‘_ |
ton, who commanicated to him all the papers Bc:'
longmg ta Lier father and her uacle ; upon whick be

drew up the ¢ Memoirs of the dukes of Haxmlton. .
The duke of Lauderdale hearing be was about th;s‘_'
work, m"xted him tq London, and introdusdd him
to king (' harles II. He returned to Scotland, and
married the lady Margarst Kenned) s daughtcr of
the earl of Caffills; a lady of great plcty and’
knnwledgt, highly efteemed by the Prcﬂ)ytenam fo
vmofc fcunmmts {he was ﬁrsugl" inclined, As there’
was fome difparity in their a agas, that it might Te-
mam patt difpute that this match was wholly owing
to inclination, and not to avarlce or ambition, ttle_
da ’4 bcforc their mamage our author deli: ered the
hady & deed, \\hcrcby he renouriced all pxetcuﬁuns »
to hcr fortunc, whuh WaS v'cry cqmﬁ erable, and-'
mz.ﬂt othcrwxfe ha»e fal]cn into _his hands, ﬂ\{herfclr
The fame year he
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publxﬂlcd his ¢ Vindication of the authont), con-
jtitution and laws of the church and flate of
Scotland ;”° which at that jun&ure wa: loeked up-
an as fo great a fervice, that he was agzin off :red a
bithopric, and a promife of the mext vacant arch- -
bithopric ; buthe did not accept it, beca afe he could
. mpt approve of the reafures of the -ourt, the
grand view of which he faw to be the advancement.

 of popery.

Mr. Buraet’s intimacy with the duive of Hamil-
ten, and. Lauderdale occafioned him to be frequentdy
{ent for by the king and the duke of York, who bad
converfations with him in pnvate.
conceiving 2 refentment againtt] hiw on account of the
freedom with which he fpoke to bim, reprefented at

iaft to the kirg, that Dr. Burnet was engaged in

an oppofition to his meafures. Upon his return to

London, he perceived that thefe fuggeflions bad en-

tirely thrown him out of the kings favour, though
the doke of York treated him with greater eivility
than cver, and diffoaded him from going to Scotland.
Upon this, be refigned his ptofcﬁorﬂup at Glafgow,
and faid st London. About this time the living

ot Cripple-gate being vacamt, the dean and chapter
of St. Paul’s {in whofe gift it was), hearing of his
oircumftances aud the hardihips he had undcrgonc.

- TS T WA AL L el e N8 W Ume a8 ‘pm S ~Seawwa.
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THE AUTHOR. i

icot hig .an offer of the bcneﬁce ; byt as he had
hccn informed of timr Grit mtcxmon of coaf«-rrng
it on Q. Fowkr, h\. ge'xcrou‘ly dcchncd 1. [n
J075, at the rccqrmm:ndauon of’ Lorﬁ Hoﬂxa,
whom he had kngwn n Francs, ambaifado. at “that
couyrt, he was, by tg:* H;mutt]g Gnmﬁonc, mal'ur
pi the rol!s, »powtea prcachur of the chap\l te,
notmdxﬁaadwg the ejgpo mon of the coart. H\e
was foon aftcr cbohn a lc‘imer of St Clcmcnt ',
and c\came eue of t‘x p'“cbcts ihat wctc mo{l ?ol-
imv\.d 1o town. In 13};9, he puo'lﬂlcd' his 'H_}?or)

.éa rg{orm::t:m, fqr v»h,l\.h he }SK& ihc th aiiks of
bot'y hou{cs of ;':arha'nc'n, . The ﬁrﬂ: part of it ;vis
publihed i m 1679, fmd t.hc fécomi 1a .53t " Next

par he pubhﬂ;td an abr:;.“q‘;z';‘;gz of theu: two part‘s‘.

’ ” !l’ P)‘t

Sfr. Bm-net about dns time f*appcuc&oto’gc h:n? k)r
SER R

ca The [manzer
umhtch he treatgd ﬁcrtd{f;;;' ner ;ﬁrc'fs, gavé ‘hat
ford a 8rcat c_ﬂno!i;v for gcx g &quamtca vuth e,

to a womae in ficknefs, who had
as ampur wit

i pbated

t! 4e carl of hocl.cﬂrr

,\thrcupon, for a w‘wle winter, he T °nt cne eve-

ning i L, weex vmh Dr B'xrnct, vsho di rcourl'ca

‘:-~+
®s -

with ki upon, all tho"c toplcs upon which fccptxc‘ks
and men of foole murau atta«.k the Chriftian’ refi.

gion. The au.pp"cff;ét of thefe confeiences océd

foned thc puhhcmon of the hfc and death of {Hat
A > o

L)
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wiil
mi. In 1683, when the admmx&ratxon was chahgﬂ
«od in favour of the duke of York, ‘being’ niuch -
fm‘tqd to by pgrfons of all nnks and pames, 14 or-

Awént for above a year through a’ courfe of chémical
tth'nments. Not Tong after, he refufed 2 I‘ivmg of
3002 year offered him by the earl of Effcx, on the
terms of his not rcﬁdmg there, but in London. Whea
the 1ngunry concerning the popifh plot was on foot,
he was frcqocntly fent for-aud confulted by king
Charl« with nhuou to the ftate of the nation.
Hu maje&y offered him the bnﬂ:opnc of Chichefter,
lbm vacant, if he would engage m his mtcrcﬂs,
tut he rcfufed 10 accept it on thefe terms. He
preached at the rolls till 1684, wheo he was di (i
td by ovder of the court. - About this tunc nc pub-

ﬁﬂnd fév:nlimccs. :

On iug Jamei . lcccﬁoa to t‘\c throne, Raving
!MMJ Jeaye to go out ol ghc kmgdom, ‘Be Hirft
‘weat to Pam, a!!d hvcd there in gmt tetirement,
aill contra&mg an ;cquaxutznce with bngadier
Stouppc, a Protchat gcntlcmu in the French fer-
vice, he made a tour with him into Jtaly, "He met

with an tgreeablc receynon at Rom~. Pope lano-
cent 11, hearing of our at.tbor s arrival fent the

captain of the Swifs guards to acquaint him he

THE AUTHOR.

would' give him a’ privaté audience in bed, vo-avoid
the cercmony of ‘kiffing s héliaefi’s fipper. But
Dr. ‘Burnet extufed himfdlf as:well as he "could.
Some ‘'difputes which sur authoe bad here cobeeras
fng telifion, ‘beginning to be taken notice.of, made
it propet for him to- quit:the city § which upoa an
mtimation given h’m by prince Bo:gha&. be accards
mgfy die. . Do e

" He purfued his trivels through Switzeslind and
Gerinany. Ia 1688, he camé to Utrecht with 2
1ntention to fettle in fome of the-feven provinces.
There he received an-invitation feom the prance and

princefs of Oramge (to whom their-pasty in Englaad

had recommended him) to come to the. Hague,
which he uccepted. He was foon made acquainted
with the fecret of their counfsls, and advifed the
ﬁtting out of a flect in Holland fufficient to fupport
their” defigrms and encourage their friends. This.and
the Aecount qf bis travels, in which he. eadeavoyured
to blend tyranny and Popery together, and repre-
fent them as infeparable, with fome papers.refle&-
g on the proceedings of Eagland, thit camé ont
in fingle fhccts, and were difperfed in feveral parte
o” England, moft of which Mr. Burnet owned hire:
felf the author of, alarmed king James ; and were
the occafion of his writing twice againR bim to

1R
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the primceSs,Ominge, Md jubilting, by his ambaffador,
éu his beizng forbatl. shegowt 5 whigh.after much m;-
portunity, wasidome; shangh s qoappngd.tq];e trq&.
ed 20d employed ad befiors, thg Dutch, mlﬂ_!ﬁﬁf,_c.qﬂc_
fukting him daily, . Foputan-end to thv;f;. frequent
eénferences with the mmpﬁm;s,. a profecution § fo; high
trsaforrwas (et.on foct agwinit hun}putl} in Eng}p,}d apd
Scotland. But Burnet receiving tiie news thcrcot
before it arrived at the States, he avoided the ﬂorm,

ibf < petitiontag foi- aad obtaining without avy. iff-

&flty; ' bill ofjngywrlizatior, in. order 1 his iny
rended mqrriagelwish Mary.Scat, 3. Dutch lady of

&ﬁﬁd@ﬁtﬁc fortana; whe wath the adyapiage -of |

birth, had thofe: aof a. Hme: pctfug, and, unuqri
Bandmgo—v Dol s W Tiea

~ ”

l'l Fftye, -8 ,»CH‘,

’&fﬁtr hu mawiage thh tlns lauv, bcx% lcgalln B3
der the pratetion of -Holland, when Mr, B.m.ct

found king James plainly {ubverting tbc co;x{hn.uon,_

he omitted- np metliod to {upport and promote the

defign the priage of Orange had formey of dcl:vcnng.

Great: Bicitain, and, came over, with bim in qualipy nf
dnphu.» was {eop ads anccd to the fec of ba-

- He declered :for m;gucmh mcafmes thh
xvegdrd to theelergy, mbo- forupled to take the oa:hs,l
and mesy were difpleafed with bim for dcdanng {oq
the tolcration of sonconformiits. His pafteral lct-

tereoncerning the oaths of sllegiance and fupremacy
to king William a1l quzen 1 Mury, 1639, hipp=niag
to toach upoa the right of conquelt, gave fuch of-
fenc= to both houfes of parliament, that it was or.
Gered to be burat by the hands of ths ¢omman exs-
cutioner.  In 1633 helolt his wife by the fmall-pox;
and as ke was alma® immediately after appointad pre-
ceptor tothe duk: of Glrazeltsr, in whols edusation
he took yrieat care, this employment, and the ten-
dcragc of bis children, induced himthe fams year to
fupply her Ic 0y a marriage with Mis, Bcrkely,
eldclt daughter of 3ir Richard Blake, kaght. In
1699 he pudlithed his Expofition of the 3g’articles :
which occafioned a reprefentation agaiaflt him 1a the
lower houfe of convocatioa in the year 1701 ; but
ne was vindicated by the upper houfe. His fpeech
w the houfe of lords in 1704 aganl the bill to pre-
vedt occafional conformity was feverely attacked.
He died in 1715, and was interred in the church of
St. James, Clerkenwell, where he has a monument
ereCted to him. He formed a fcheme for augment-
ing the poor lisings ; which he preffed forward with
fuch fuccefs, that it ended in an a& of parliament

La.ﬂ'cd i the [econd year of queen Anne, “ for the

augrzertation of the livings of the poor clergy.” .
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P R EFA C E

HE celebrating tbe praifes qf the &ecd
is cn atgamem' _/b worn cut 6y Iong and
by the ﬂatter] ﬂ.mt q/’uzzl[y attends it, ‘tbat |
itis 2 wonder i funeral orations, or pan-. |
egyrics, are more confdered for the elegan:
cy of fiyle;, and finensfs of <wit, than Jor
the authority ibey carry with them as to the
truth of -matters of fal. And yet T am
nat hereby deterred from meddling with this
tind of argument, nor from bandling it with
wll the plainine/s I can : delivering oni; wba‘

I myfelf heard and _,Czw, wztbaat any bor-
roewed ornament. - -

Ldoeafily forcfee 119..0 many <will be enga-

-\ ged for the fupport of their inipious maxims
| and immoral praices, to di ifparage what [am
20 write.  Others will confure i, bt”.’]d X3
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eomes from one of my profcffien, teo many fup-

pofing ustobe indueed, to frame fuch difeour-

Jes for carrying on what they are plea/?d to
call Our Trade. Sosme awill-think I drefs it

up too artificially, and others, that 1 prg/'t’ﬂf
3t too plain and raked.

 But being refvived o govern myfelf by
2he exald rules of truth, I | fball be lefs con-
serned in the cenfures 1 may fall under. It
may feem liable 1o great cxception, that 1
Jhould difchofe fo many things, that <vere dif-

covered to me, if not under the feal of com-

- Jeffion, yet under the confidence of friemdfbip ;
but . this noble Lord himfeif not only releajed
me from all obligations of this kind, when I
waited on bim in bis laf? ficknefs, a few days
before he died, dut gave it me in charge not
1o fpare bim in any thing which 1 thought
might be of ufe to the living ; and was not
ill pleafed to be laid apens as well in the worft
as in the beft and laft part of his life, being

lo fincere in his repentance, that he was not

un'willing to take /bame 10 biﬂyZ’If, by ﬁtﬁr-'

- el - a e e

L

PREFACE. XV

ing bis faults te be expofed for the benefii of

athers.

- Twrite with one great difadvantage—that I
cannot reach bis chief defign, witiheut men-
troning fome of bis faults : but I bave touch-
¢d them as teriderl}' a. occafion would bear ;
and I em fure with much more foftnsfs than
be defired, or would have confented to; bad I
10ld bim how Iintended 1o manage this part.
1 have related nothing with perfonal refletions
on any otbers, concerned with bim, wifbing
rather they themfelves, reflecting on the fenfe
bhe bad of bis former difordcrs, may be thereby
led to forfake their awn ; than that they fhould
be any ways reproached by what I write ;
and therefore though he ufed very few referves
with me, ay to bis courfe of lifz, yet fince
athers had a fbare in mo parts of it. I fhall
relate nothing but what more immediately con-

cerned bimfelf ; aud jhall fay no more of

bis faults than is necgﬁzry to ilufirate his
repentance.

i A3
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The ozcafion that led me into fo particular

a tnowledge of bim, <was an intiration gi
ven me by a gentleman of bis acquainiance,
of bis dijire to fee me. This wwas femetime
in Oclober, 1679, when be was flowly reco
vering out ¢f a great difeafe.  He had uader
ﬂwd that I ¢ften attended on one wsll Inson
to him, that dicd the fummer before; be

was alfc then entertaining bimfclf in that low

Aate of bealth, with b firft part of the
Hiftory of the Reformation rken rewly
come out, with which 5e feemed aot il plee)s

ed ; and we bad eccidentally met in tws or

three plazes feme time bcfore.

Thefc wvere tisc metive: that izd bim to call
Jfor my company. After I had waited cn bir
cnze or twice, be grew inta that frecdom <with
me, as to cpen to mc ol his tomughts, bath of
religion and morality, and te give me a full
vicw of bis paf life, and fecmed not u1ez‘;('jr
at my frequent <ifte.  So till b went ﬁom

Loundsn, which was in the beginuing of A~
pnvy [waited o2 him cfien.

TREFACE. xvii

As foon as I beard bow iii be <was, and
bow much be was touched with the fenfe of
bis former life, I writ' to bim, and reccived
Jrom bim an anfwer, that, without my knew-
ledge, was printed fince bis death ; froma
copy which one of bis fervants conveyed te
the prefse. In it theve is fo undsferved o
waluz put on me, that it bad been wvery in
decent for me 1o bave publifbed it - yet that muft
be attributed to bis ciwility and way of breed-
ing : and indeed be was particularly knows
2o fo few of the ciergy, that the goad opinivm
bz had of me, is te be imputed anly to bis un-
acquaimtance with otbers.

My end in writing, is [¢ to difcharge the
laf commands this krd left on me, as that it
may b2 effolaal 13 awaken thofe, who runon
to all tlr exceffes of riot ; and that in the
midft of ticfz beats, winch their lufls end
Pyfpons raife in thoa, thsy may ke a little
wrought on by fo great an :inftaice of oze

crele of

39 had ran round th: <obzle

A 4
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Avin

?uxury ; a_izd s Solomon ﬁiy: of - b'ﬁﬁ{f,

Whatfoever his eyes defired, he kept it
not from - thesh ; and withheld his heart
from noloy But when 4e losked back, on
ail thar, on whick ke lad wafled Ais time
a:d firength, he efle:med 3t vanity and
wexation of fpiril: {1ough he hoad beth a5
much natyrel-w¥i, ond as much wguired
iykzzr:fzing ard both-ws much improved by
i’fi‘z"vzii}zg and fludy as pryiaps any lider-
trne of the age.” Vet-wien e rafizEed on
ull ﬁisﬁrmer conrfes, even defare hiis mind
w5 ilheminated with better thoaghts ke
¢ounted them wodnrfs and folly..

Y

But wher. the power of religion camie 1o
/',

operate or. hum, tiat he gdded a deteflation by

¥ N v r 4 ) .
Yhe comcempt he pormerly hal of them, fuit-
abl. to what Fecame a fincere penitent, und

expreffed mfelf on fo clear ond fo culia a
mannery fo feafiile of jis Frelings Lowaids

his aaker and his redeemer, !’.,-;:é as it
wroyrhi net @ little or thefe :hit wers

- qmuch concerned in the cenfures

PREFACR: X1x

boit lam ; fo, I hape, the makirg it public
may Aave & more general influence, chiefly

an thofe on whom his Jormer, converfation
might have had il effetts.

- 1 lrave endeavoured to give his charafer
os fully as I could take ity dut as 1 Sfaw him
only in onc light, in a fedate and quret tem-
nery when he was under o great decay of
Jirength and lofs of fpirits; Icannot give kis
pilure with thet life cnd advantage that
others mar, who knew him when his parts

qwere more lively : get the compofure he was

ten in, may perhaps pe Suppofed to balance

Aeny abatement of his ufual vigour which the
WNeclinatiou of his lealth brought him under.

Thave written this difeourfe with as much
(orey, and have confidered it g rarrowly as

{eenld. Iam fur: Ihave faid rothing but

ruth. I have doze it Sowly, and often

jed my fecond thoughts in it, not berng fo
which might
il on myfelf; as cautious that nothing /hould
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sofs, that might objtrxft my esly dofge
writing, ebich is the deing whet I can -

wards referming a loofe and lewd age.

And if fuch a fignal inflance, concurring
with all the evidence we bave for our med
bdyfaitb,ba:ugﬁﬂatbg? who are
punzing the fame coutfe it s mwcbtofe_._
ﬁa't-’ltbe]aregi'xpuptoar@nbatefﬂyc.

JOHN WILMOT,
EARL CF ROCHESTBR. =

J OHN WILMOT, Earl of Roechefer,
was born in April, Annc Domini' 1648.
His Father was Henry, Earl of Rachefler
but befi known by the title of Lord Hil
mo7, who bora fo confpicuous a part
~all the late warz, that mention is often
niade of him in the hiftory. He had the
chief fhare in the honour of the, pre-
fervation of CHARLES SECOND, after .
Worcefeer-Aight; and the conveying-him
 trom place to place, till he happily efca-
{ ped into France ; but dying before the
- king’s return, he left his fon little other

inheritunce, thar the honor and title de-
3 .

..
S —— - -




rived to him, with the pretenfions fack
eminent fervices gave him to the king's
favour, Thefe were carcfally managed
bw the great prudence dnd difcretion of
his mother, a daughterof that noble and
ancient family of the St. Jobn’s of Wulr-
feire, fo that his education was carried on
in all things fuitably to his quality.

When he was at fchool he was an ex-
traordinary proficient at his bock ; and
thofe fhining parts which have fince ap-
peared with fo much luftre, began then
to thew themfelves : He acquired the
" Latin to fuch perfe&ion, that to his dy-
ing-day he retained a great relith for the
finenefs and beauty of that tongune ; and
was exadly verfed in the 1ncomparablc
authors that wrote about Auguflus® time,
whem he read often with that peculiar
delight, which the greateft wits have
ever found in thofe ftudies.

( 3)

When he went to the univerflty, the
gencral joy that over-ran the whole na-
tion upon his majeftys reftoration, bmt
was not regulated with that fobriety and
temperance, thii became a ferious grati-:
tude to God for fo great a blefling, pro-
duced fom= of itsill effeds qn him : He

began to love theie diforders tgo much.

His tutor was that eminent and pious
divine Dr. Blanford, afterwards promoted
to the fees of Ozford and Wercefler. Rrnd
poder his infpection, ke was committed
te the more immediate carec of Mr. Phin~
ehas Berry, a fellow of Wadbers college, 2
very learned and good natured man ;
whom he afterward afed with much ref-
pedt, and rewarded as became a great
man. But the humour of that time
wrought fo much on him, that he breke
off the courfe of his ftudies, to which no

4 means could ever effetually recal him;
- ¥ 4l when he was in Jtaly his governor Dr.

Balfour, a worthy and learned man, now:
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(4 )

a celebrated phyfician in Scotland, his na-
tive couiitry, drew him to read fuch
books as ‘were moft likely to bring him
back to lovelearning and ftudy : and he
often acknowledged to me in particular
three days before his death, how much
he was obliged to love and honor this his
governor to whom he thought he owed
more than to all the world, next after
his parents for his care and fidefity of
him, while he was under his truft.

‘But no part of it affeGted him more
fenfibly, than that he engaged him by
many tricks ({o he exprefled it) to de-
light in books and reading. So that ever
after he tock occafion in the intervals of
thofe woeful extravagancies that confum-

ed moft of his time to read much: and
tho’thetime was generallybutindifferently
employed, for the choice of the fubjeés of
his ftudies was not always good, yet the &

habitual love of knowledge, together ;

- tle too flender.

( 5 )

¢ned his underftanding and prepared him |
for better things, when his mind fhould
be fo far changed as to relith them.

He came from his travels in the 1§th
year of his age, and appeared at court

" with as great advantages as moft ever
~ had. He was a graccful and well fthaped

perfon, tall, and well made, if not a lit-
He was exactly well bred,
and what by 2. modeft behaviour nat-
ural to him, what by a civility become
almoft as natural; his converfation was
caly and obliging. He had a ftrange vi-
vacity of thought, and: vigour of ex-
preflion. His wit had a fubtility and
fubhmxty both that were fcarce imitable.
His ftile was clear and fir ong, Whenhe
ufed figures. they were Very hvelv, and
yet far enough out of the common road.

He had made himfelf mafter of the ar-
«cient and modern wit, and of th’é mo-

- '--f dern Freach and Rali
with thefe fits of ftudy, had much awak- 7| han as well as t}“-‘

B2
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(5)‘

Englifb. He loved to talk and write of
fpeculative matters, and did it with fo fine
a thread that even thofe that hated the
fubjects that his fancy run upon, yet
could not but be charmed with his way
of treating them. Boilcav among the
French, and Cowicy among the Englifb
wits, were thofe he admired moft. Some.
times other mens thoughts mixed with
his compofures, but that flowed rather
from the impreffions they made on him

when he read them, by which they came
to return upon him as his own thoughts,

than that he fervilely copied them from
any. For few men ever had a bolder

flight of fancy more Readily governed by
judgment than he had. No wonder a
young man fo made and fo improved was

very acceptable in a court.

Soon after his coming thither, he laidg
hold on the firft occafion that offered, to’
fhew his readinefs to hazard his life in 3
“the defence and fervice of his country:

( 7 )

In the wiater of 1665, he went with
the earl of. Sandwich to fea, when he was
fent to lie ii wait for the Dutch Ecft India
fleet ; and was 1n the Revenge commanded
by Sir Themas Tadd:men, when the attack
was made on the port of Bergenin Nor.
wzy, the Dwtch fhips having got into that
port. It was as defperate an attempt as
ever was made : during the whole a&ion,
the eari of Rcckefler fhewed as brave
and as relolute courage as was poffi-
ble. A perfan of horour told me he
herd the Lord Clifford, who was in the
fame fhip, often magnify his couzage at
that time very highly. Nor did the rig-

ours of the feafon, the hardnefs cf the’

voyage, and the extreme dangers he had
been in, deter him from running the like
on the very next occafion. For in the

' 'Summcr following he went to f{ea again,

ithout communicating his defign to his

mareﬁ relations. ‘He went aboard the.
fhip.commanded by Sir Edward Spraggue,
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( 8 )

the day before the great fea-fight of that
year. Almoft all the volunteers that
were in theé fame thip were killed. Mr.
Middleton, (brother to Sir Hugh Middle-
ten; was fhot in his arms. During the
attion, Sir Edward Spragge not being fat-.
isfied with the behaviour of one. of the
captains, could not eafily find a perfon.
who would cheerfully venture through

fo much danger, to carry his commands. §

to that captain, This lord offered hirfelf
to the fervice ; and wentin a little boat
through all the fhot, and delivered his.
mcilage, and returned back to Sir Ed-
2ward :° which was much commended by,
all that faw it. He thought it neceflary
to begin his life with thefe demonftrations

of his courage in an element and way of
ﬁghtmg, which is acknowledged to be the

greatcfitrial of clearand undaunted valour.
‘g -ftrong, ihat nothing was too hard for it ;
He bad fo entirely laid down the in- E y | ’ '

temperance that was growing cn him be- -

fore bis travels, that at his return he hate"

( 9)
ed nothing more. But faliing into com-

pany that loved thefe excefles, he was,
though not without difficulty,- and by

.many fteps, brought back to it again.

And the natural heat of his fancy being
inflamed by wine, made him {o extrava-
Zantly pleafant, that many to be more
diverted by that humour, ftudied to en-
gage him in deeper and deeper intempe-
rance ; which at length did {o entircly
{ubdue him, that, as he told me, for five
years together hc was fo continually
drunk : not all the while under the vift.
ble effe@ of it, but his blood was fo in-
flamed, that it was not in all that time
cool enough to be perfedtly mafter of
himfelf. This led him to fay and do ma-
ny wild and unaccountable iings ; by
this, he faid, he had broke the firm cony
ftitntion of his health, that féemed fo

- and he had fuffered fo much in his repu-
- tation, that he "dmoﬁ dcfpalrcd to recoyv-

er it.




him in great fenfuality ; the ather led
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fitting both with fuch apt words, that
men were tempted to be pleafed with
them ; from thence kis compofures came
to be eafily known, for few had fuch z
way of tcmpering thefe together as he
t had.  So that when zuy thing extra-
ordinary that way cawe out, as a child is
fometimes fathered by its refemblance,
fo was it laid at his doer as its parent and
author-

( 10 )

There were principles in his natural
temper, that being heightened by that
heat carried him to great excefles—a vio.
lent love of pleafure, and a difpofition to
extravagant mirth. The one involved

him to many odd adventures and frolicks,
in which he was oft in hazard of his life.
The one being the fame irregplar appe-
tite in mind, that the other was in his
body, which made him think nothing
diverting that was not extravagant.—
And though in cold blood he was a gene:.
rous and gopd patured man, yet he would
gotoo far in his heats, after any thing that
might turn to a jeft or matter of dives:
fon.

Thefe exercifes in thz courfe of his
lift were not always equally pleafant to
him; he had often fad intcrvals and fe-
vere reflections on them. And though
then he had not thefe awakened in him
from any principle of religion, yet the
horror that nature raifed in him, efpe-
cally in fome ficknefles, made him too

i {eafy to receive fome ill principles, which
intereft at court, tc do 2 ptemCdltatFQ'

. " Jothers endeavoured to poflefs him with;
mifchief to other perfons. Yet he laid o that he was foon brought to fet himfelf
out his wit very freely in libels and D%, o 00 204 foriify his mind agrint
tires, in which he had 2 peculiar talent §-. |

of mixi!\g his wit with his malice, 31‘4 |

He faid to me, He never improved his
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that, by difpoflefling it of all he could of

the belief or apprehenfions of religion.

The licentioufnefs of his temper, with
the britknels of his wit, dtfpofed him to
love the converfation of thofe who divid-
ed their time between iewd adions and
n'regular mirth. And fo came to bend his
wit and dire& his fludies and endcavours
to firengthen and fupport thefc ill prind-
ples both in himfelf and others.

An accident fell out aftef this, which
confrmed him more in thefe courfes.—

When he went to fea in the year 1664}

tHere happened to be in the fame fhip

with him, Mr. Montague, and another}

gentleman of quality ; thefe two, the for-
mer eéfpecially, feemed perfuaded that
-they fhould never return into England.
Mr. Montague faid, he was fure of it:
the other was not fo pofitive.

¢d into a formal engagement, not:w

there was any.

The Earl}
of Rochefter and the laft of thcfez ent..:;‘
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eut ceremenies of religior, that if either
of them died, he fhould appear and give
the other notice of the future ftate, if
Mr. Mecntazue would
not enter intothe bond. When the day
came that they thought to have taken the
Dutch fleet in the port of Berger, Mr.
Montague, though he had fuch a firong
prefage in his mind of his approaching
death, yet he generally ftaid all the while
m a place of the greateft danger. The
other gentleman fignalized his courage
in a2 mo#t undaunted manrer, till near
the end of the altion, when he fell on 2
fudden into a trembling that he cculd.
icarce ftand : and Mr. Montague going
up to him to hold him up, as they were
in each others arms, a cannon ball killed
him outnght and carried away Mr.

M ontague s belly, fo that he died thhm
an hour after.

‘The Earl of Roc/ effer t told me that

thefe prefages they had in their mindsy
C

e n————
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made fome impreilion on him, that there
were f{eparate beings; and that the foul,
cither by a natural fagacity, or fome fe-
cret notice communicated to it, had a
iort of divination. But that gentlemadn’s
niever appearing wis a great {rare to him
during the reft of his Lfe. Though
when he told me this he could not but ac-
knowledge, that it was an unteafonabie
thing to think, that being ih another
ftate were not under fuch laws and limits,
that they could not command their own

_ motions, but as the Supreme Power

fhould order them ; and that one who
- had fo corrupted the natural principles of
iruth, as he had, had no reafon to expect
that fuch an extraordinary thing fhould
~ be done for his conviction.

He alfo told me of another odd pre-
fage that onc had of his approaching death

in the dy Warre, his motherinlaw’s

houfe. ‘The chaplain dreamed that fuch

3 day he flould die, hut being by all the -

et ae ——
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~ family put cut of the belief of it, he had

almoit forgot it ; tiil the evening before
at fupper, there being thirteen at table,
according to fond conceit that pne of
thefe muft foon dic ocne of the young la-
dies pointed to him that he was to die.
He remembering his dream feil into fome
derder, and the lady Warre reproving

| him fer his fuperftition, he faid, he was

confident he was to die before morning ;
but he beingin perfect health it was not
much minded. . It was Saturday-night,
and he was to preach the next day. He
went to his chamber and fat up late, as
appeared by the burning of his candle,
and had been preparing his notes for his
lermon, but was found dead .in his bed
the next morning. Theie things he faid
led him to believe the foul was a fubftance
difin& from matter ; ; and this oftea re-
turned into his thoughts_ But' that
which perfeéted his perfuaﬁou about it,
was that in the ficknefs which brought
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im {o near his death before I firft knew
him, when his fpirits were {o low and
fpent, that he could not move nor fiir,
and did not expelt to live an hour. He
faid s reafon and judgment were fc clear
and ftrong, that from thence he w3s fui-
ly perfuaded that death’ was not the
fpeading or diflolction of the {oul, but
only the feparation of it from matter.
ke had in that fickaefs great remories for
his patt life, but he afterwards told me,
they were rather general and dark hor-
rors, than any convi<tions of “finning
againft God. He was forry he lived fo
as to wafte his firength fo foon, or that
he had brought fuch an ill name upoa
himfelf; and had an agony in his mind
about it, which he knew not well how to
exprefs. DBut at fuch times though he
co\lied with his friends in fuffering d-
vinesto be fent for, he faid, he had no
great mind to it : and that it was buta
picce of his breeding, to delire them to

( 7))
defire them to pray by him, in which he

joined but little himfeif.

As to the fupreme Being, he had al-
ways fome impreffion of one: and pro-
fefled often to me, That he had never
known an entire atheif?, who fully believed
there was no God. Yet when he ex-
plined his notion of that being, 1t 2-
mounted to no more than a vaft power
that had none of the attributes of good-
nefs and juftice we afcribe to the Dexty
Thefe were his thoughts abent  religion,
as he him&lf told me.

For morality, he freely owned to me,
ing,

that though he talked of it 2sa fine
vet this was only becaufe he thouggiiliit
decent way of {peaking, and that pyt \ey
went always in cloaths,, though in their
frolicks they would have chofen fome-.
times to have gone naked, if they had
not feared the people; fo that though
foms of them found it necedary for hu-
Ca

\“‘v-
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man life to talk of Morality, yet he con.
fefled they cared not for it, further than
the reputaticn of it was neceffary for
their credit, and affairs; of which he
gave me many inftances, as their profef-
fing and fwearing friendfhip, where they
hated morality ; their caths and impre-

cations :n their addrefles to women,

which they intended never to make
good ; the pleafure they took in defam-
ing innocent perfons, and fpreading
falfe reports of fome, perhaps in revenge,
becaufe they could not engage them to
comply with tieir ill defigns: the de-

lig'h,t they had in making people quarrel ; |

their unjuft ufage of their creditors, and
puttide them off by any deceitful prom-
ife they could invent, thzt might deliv-
er them from prefent imiportunity. So
that in deteftation of thefe courfes, he-
would often break farth into iuch hard
expreflions concerning himfelf, as would
Leindecent for another to repeat.

{( 19 )

‘Such had been his priaciples and pra&i.
ces in a courfe of nany years, which
had alinoft quite extinguifhed the natural
prepenfities in him to juftice and virtue.
He would often go into the country, and
be for {ome months wholly employed in
fudy, or the fallies of his wit; which he
came to diret chiefly to fatire. And
this he often defended to me ; by faying
there were fome people who could not be
kept in order or adinonifhed but in this
way. Ireplyed, That it might be grant-
ed that a grave way of fatire, was fome-
wnes no unprofitable way of reproof.
Yet they who ufed it only out of fpite,
and mixed lies with truth, fparing no-
thing that might adorn their poems, or
gratify their revenge, could not excufe
that way of reproach, by which the in-
nocent often fuffer ; fince the moft mali-

.cious things, if wittily exprefled, might

ftick to and blemith the beft charadter in
the world ; and the malicc of a libel
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Toeoerfireet, for an Fralicz mountebank,
where he pratifed phyfic {or fome weeks
pot without fuccefs. In lis latter years
he read books of hiftory mere. He took
pleafure to difguife himfeif as a porter,
oras a beggar ; fometimes to follow fome
‘mean amours, which for the variety of
‘them he affe@ed. At other times merely
for diverfion he would go about in odd
fhapes, in which he atted his part fo na-
turally, that even thofe that were in the
focret and faw him in thefe fhapes, could
perceive nothing by which he might be
difcovered. '

{ 20 )
N\ <

gould kardly confift with the charity
an admonition. To this he anfwered,
A man could not write with life, unlefs
he was heated by revenge : for ta moke
a fatire without refentment on the cold
notions of philofsphy, was as if a man
would in cold blocd, cut mens’ throats,
who had never offended him. And he
{aid, The lies in thefe libels cime often
in as ornaments that could not be {parcd
without fpoiling the beauty of the poem.

Yor his other ftudies, they were divid-
ed between the comical and witty wTit-
ings of the ancients and moderns, the I have now made the defcription of his
former life and principles, as fully as 1
thought neceflary ta anfwer my end 0
writing. And yet with thefe referves,

Reman authors, and books of pavlic,
which the ill ftate of health he was fallen
1nto made more neceflary to hnnfelf ; and

which quajified him for an odd adventure
which I fhall but juilt mention. Being
under an unlucky accident which obh.
ged him to keep out of the wav, he dif-
cgutted himfelt {0 that his neareit fr.ends
could not have known him, nd fet upin

P — . —— e — - = = -

that 1 hope 1 have given no juft caufe of

offence toany. I have faid nothing but
what I had from his own mouth, and
have avoided the mentioning of the more
particular paffages of his life, of which
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I now turn to thofe parts of this nar:
pative, whercin [ myfelf bore fome fhare,
and which I am to deliver upon the ob-
fervations I made, after a long and free con-
verfation with him for fome months. 1}
was not fong in his company when he told
me, He fhould treat mc':wi;th more free-
dom than he had ever ufed to men of my
rofeflion. He would conceal ncne of his
inciples fromr me, but lay his thoughts
n without any difguife ; nor would he
it to maintain debate or thew his wit,
fout plainly tell me what ftuck with him.
d he proteflted to me, that he was not
0 engaged to his old maxims, as to re-
olve not to change bt if he could be
onvinced, he would choofe rather to
e of another mind. He fad, he
ould impartially weigh what I thould
ay before him, and tell me freely
hen it did convince him, and when

did not. Me exprefled this dif-

he told me not a few. But fince othen
were concerned in thém, whofe gbod 0
Iy I defign, 1 will fay nothing that may
provoke or blemifh them.. Itis their re.
formation and not their difgrace, I de
firc : this tender confideration of others
has made me fupprefs many remarkable
and ufeful things he told me. But finding
‘that tho’ I thould name rone, yet I muft
relate fuch circumftances as would give
great occafion for the reader to conjefture
'concerni,ng the perfons intended right
or wrong, either of which were incon-
venient enough, I have chofen to pafs
them quite over. But 1 hope thofe that
kncw how much they were engaged with
him in his ill courfes, will bc fomewhnt
touched with this tendernefs 1 exprefs to-
wards them ; and be thereby rather induQ
ced to reflect on their ways, and to con-
fider without prejudice or paffion, what
a fenfe this noble lord had of their cafe,
when he came at laft ferioufly to refle&
upon his own.
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pofition of mind to me in 2 manner {o
frank, that I could not but believe him,
and be much taken with his way of dif
courfe. So we entered into almoft all
the parts of natural and of revealed
religion, and of morality. He feem.
€d pleafed, and in a great meafure
fatisied, with what I faid on many
thefe heads. Aad thouch our freeft con
verfation was when we were alone, vd
upon feveral occafions other perfons were
witnefles te it. I underftood from many
hands, that my company was not dif
tafteful to him, and that the fubjech
about which we talked moft, were na
unacceptable.  And he exprefled himfel
often not ill pleafed with many things |
fzid tc him, and particularly when I \xf
ited him 1 bus laft ficknefs : fo that I hop
1t may not be altogether unprofitable, to
publiththe fubftanceof thof: mat:~isabo
which we argued io freely, with our rer

foning upon them.  And perhups wha

(25 )

had fome effe® on him, may be nét als
together ineffectual upon others. . |

I followed him with fuch arguments as
1 found were moft likely to prevail with
him. And my not urging other reafons
proceeded nct from any diftruft I had of
their force; but from the neceffity of u-

fing thofe that were moft proper for

him. He was then in a low ftate of
health, and feemed to be flowly recover-
ing from a great difeafe. He was in the
milk diet, and apt to fall into hectic-fits ;
any accident weakened him ; fo that he
thought he could not live long, And
when he went from London, he f:ud He
believed he never fhould come to town
shore. Yet during his being in town,
hre was fo well that he went often abroad,
and had great vivacity of fpirit. So that
he was under no fuch decay that either
darkened or weakened his underftand-
ing ; nor was he any way troubled with

D
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the {pleen or vapours, of under the pow-

et of meiancholy. had made himfelf a beaft, and broughs

pain and ficknefs wpon his body, and had
faffered much in his reputation, than from
any deep fenfe of a Supreme Being, or
another ftate.  But fo far this went with
him that he firmly refolved to change the
conrfe of his life, which he thought he
fhould effe® by the ftudy of philofophy,
and had not a few, no lefs folid and pleaf-
ant notions concernmg the folly and
madnefs of vicé. But he confefled he
§ had no remorfe for his pait altions or of-
fences againft God, but only as 1n3uncs
to himfelf and to mankmd ‘

What he was then, compared to what
he had been formerly, I could not fo
wcll judge, who had feen him but twice
before. , Others have told me they per--
ceived no difference in his parts. This 1
mention more particularly that it may-
not be thought that melancholy or want
of fpirits made him more inclined to re-
ceive any impreflions ; for thdeed I never
difcovcted any fuch thing in bim.

Havin 1g thus opened my waytotheheads
of eur difcourfe, 1 fhall next mention them.
The three chief things we taliked about,

were morality, natural religion, and re-
vealed religion, Chriftianity in particular. Jworld. That it was a matter of fpecula-

For morality he confefled, he faw the ne, tion, which but few either had the leifure

ceflity of it, both for thegovernment of the , K
world, and the prefervation of health, life
and friendfhip; and was very much afham.
ed of his former pra&tices,rather becaufe he

Upon this fubje I thewed him the ef-
fells of philofophy, for reforming the

rinciple that muit reform* mankind,
it be obvious to every man’s under-
ding. That philofophy in matters of
orality, beyond the great lines of our




duty, had no very certain fixed nule,
but the lefler offices and inftances of our
duty went much by the fancies of Jnen,
and ceftoms of nations ; and confequent:
ly could not have authority enough tg
bear down the propenfities of nature, api
petite or paflion. For which I inftanc

in thefe two points, |

. The one was about that maxim of the
Stoics, to extirpate -all forts of paffion
and concern for any thing. That, taks
»it on one hand, feemed defirable, becaufe
if‘ it could be accomplifhed, it would
make all the accidents of life eafy ; but|
think it cannot, becaufe nature after all
our ftriving againft it, will fill returnto
itfelf. Yet on the other hand it diffolved
the bond of nature and friendfhip, an
flackened induftry which will move bu
dully, without an inward heat, and if it
delivered a man of many troubles, it de
prived him of the chief pleafures of li
which arife from friendfhip.

( 29

The other was concerning the reitraint
of pleafure, how tar that was to go.—
Upon this, he told me the twe maxims of
his morality thén were; that he fhould

‘da nothing to the hurt of any other, or

that might prejudice his own health.—
And he thought that ail pleafure, when it
did not interfere with thefe, was to bhe
indulged as the gratification of our na-
tural appetites. It feemed unreafonable
to inagine thefe were put into 2 man on- ]
ly to be reftrained, or curbed to fucha
narrownefs. This he applied to the free
ule of wine and women.

To this I anfwered that if appetites be-
ing natural, was an zirgumcnt for indul-
ging them, then the revengeful might as
well allege it: for murder, and the covet-
ous for ftealing, whofe appctites are no
Jefs kecn on thofe objeds; and yet it is
acknowledged that thefe appetites ought
to be curbed. If the difference is urged
from the injury another perfon recelves,

~
-*»
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the- irjury is as great, if 2 man’s wife is
defiled, or his -augnter corrupted : and -

it is impofiible for 2 man to let icofe his 1
“fnor is any thing managcd with more fre

appetites to vagrant lufts, and not tranf-

grefs in thefe particulars. So there was-
no curing the diforders that muft rife 4
4 only intended to compalfs what is defired..
| petites. And why fiuld we ot as well - §the expence that is neceflary to maintzina
+ think that God intended our brutithand .
3 ‘geniual appetites fhould be governed by
{ our reafon, asthat the fiercenefs of beafts
| fhould be managed aud tamed by the

{ wifdom, and for the ufe of man? So

~ that it is no real abfurdity, to grant that

from thence but by regulating thefe ap-

thefe appetites were put into men, on
purpofe to exercife their reafon in the re-
ftraiut and government of them. Which

give them their full fcope and range.—

-~ And if other rules in philofophy be i
. obferved, fuch as the avoiding thefe

objedts that ftir paflions, nothmg rai.

§aent refurns of other
Mthan fuch oaths and imprecanons as are

( 31 )
fes higher paffions than ungovcrne&
luft, nothing darkein the undesfand.

ing and depreffes a man’s mind more,

fmmoralities,

thefe irregularities, makcs a man falfein
bis other dealings, - -

.All this he freely confefled was trilc_;
fpon which I urged that if 1t-was rea-

Fonable for a man to regulate his appetite
§2 things which he knew to be hurtful to
- #him, was it not reafonable for God to
refcribe 2 regulation of thefe appetites,

~ rabe able to do, minifters a higher and “gwhofe unreftrained courfes did prodrce

“more iiﬁmg plcafure to a man, than to -~ Jpch mifchievous effeéts ? That.it could

‘ot be denied, but doing to others what
e would have others.do unto us, was
X juft rule. Thofe men then, that knew
-Fow extremely fenfible they themielves
rould be of the dithonor of their fami-
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lies in cafe their wives or daughters, m
reeds condemn themfelves, for dein
that which they could not bear from a
other. And if the peace of mankind
and the entire fatisfa&ion of our wh v
life, ought to be one of the chief
ures of our altions, then let all the wor
" judg: whether 2 man that confines

~2ppite and fives contented at honeg

is not muck bag}pxer than thofe that
the:t defires’

- k]

The thing bcing granted to be Im‘i_:t

- Initfelf, then the queftion falls betwee

the reftraint of appetite in fame inftance}.

and the freedom of a man’s thoughts, th
foundnefs of his health, his applicationt
affairs, with the eafinefs of his whole life}
Whether the one is not to be done beford
the other? As to the difficulty of fuchg
reftraint, though it is not eafy to be don
when a2 man allows himfelf many liber
ties in which it is not poffible to ftop

033 )

2 ‘yet thofe who avoid the occafions that
¥ may kindle thefe impure flames, and keep
§ themfelves well employed, find the victo-
ry and dominion over them no fach im-
poflible or hard matter as may feem at
-iﬁr&vxew. . '

~ So that thOUgh thc phdofophy and mo-

i rality of this ?omt were plain, yet there
isno: ftrength enough in that pnnaple ta
tmbdue n),t rc: and appetntc R

7v 2 after forbidden obj .‘;3 h ST
JeRE U .th.;»«; iwm gﬁé t}m morality couid

-pot be a ftrong thing, unlefs 2 man was

detcrmined by a law within himfelf : for
if he only meafured himfelf by decency,
or the laws of the land, this would teach
him only to ufe fuch caution in his ill
pratices, that they fhould not break out

too vifibly ; but would never carry him

to an inward and univerfal probity.
That virtue was of fo complicated a na-
ture, that imlc{"s man became entirely
within its difcipline, he could not adbere




- that came about, corrupt pnature would

~ of it, and fo could not underftand it.

T T U )

I told him on the other hand, that all
is {fpeculations of philofophy would not
. | 9% %erve him in any ftead, to the reforming
another. That thiscannot be done either f his nature and life, till he applied him-
ﬁcadil}.r, of with any fatisfaction, unole_fg GIf to God for inward affiftance. It was
the mmd does mwa-rc‘ily comply th.h, tain that the impreflions made in his
and delight in the dictates of virtue}

| | feafon governed him, as they were lively
4And that could not be effefted, excepta refented to him. But thefe are fo apt to

man’s nature was ir}ternallye rt:‘gcngratt.:d Yip out of our memory, and we too it
and- changed by a higher principle. Till oturn our thoughts from them, and at
etimes the contrary impreffions are fo
ong that let a man fet up 2 reafoning
p his mind againft them, he finds that
Relebrated faying of the Poet,

be firong, and philofophy but feeble ; ef
pecially when it firuggled with fuch ap.’
petites or paffions as were much kindled,
or deeply rooted in the conftitution of

ones body. ‘ Vzdeo meliora proboque ; detcricra Jequor.

Hee what is better, and apprové it : but
follow what is worfe,

This, he faid founded to him like en-
thufiafm or canting. He had no notion

be all that philofophy wijl amount to.
Yhereas thofe who upon fuch occafions
¥ themfelves to God, by earneft
er, feel a difengigement from fuch

He comprehended the ditates of reafon
and philofophy, in which as the mind be-
came much converfarit, there would foon
follow as he believed, a greater caﬁﬁcfs. 3
in obeying its precepts. |

. s —————




