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Luke ii. 14.
On earth ficace, good-will torwards men.

'HE sacred hymn, of which the text is a part, is

that which the heavenly host were heard to sing

at the birth of Christ; and the meaning of the words

is generally allowed to be, That this great event would

be producme of peace to all the inhabitants of the

carth, and was a most striking proof of God’s good-
will to mankind.

One cannot help observing with what solemnity our
blessed Redeemer was introduced into the world. He
had not indeed any of this world’s pomp to foliow him.
The grandeur that attended him was, like his king-
dom, of a spiritual nature; and it was a grandeur
which shamed the pride of earthly magnificence. He
was welcomed into life by the uaited congratulations
of those celestial spirits, whose abodes he had just
quitted to take upen him the form of a man. Itis
the only cvent recorded in history, that was ever dig-
nified with such rejoicings, except that of the crea-
tion. When the ‘¢ corner-stone’’ of the earth was
ldid the sacred writers tell us *¢ that the morning stars

S'mg together, and all the sons of God shouted for

“ joy*.” This corner-stone + of the new creation was
Ind with the same solemnity. It shouid seem that
these were the only two occasions which deserved so
gloricus a distinction; and that the redemption of

* J.b xxxviit. 6, 7. v Epho i 20.
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mankind appeared to the heavenly host to be a work
no less glorious to God, and beneficial to man, than
their creation. Itis indeed in this light that the Scrip.
tures do all along consider it. They represent it as a
new creation®, as an entrance upon a new /lifef, as the
production of a new mani, and frequently speak of it
in terms that havc a manifest allusion to the first for-
mation of all things. Christ himself is called TuE
LicHT of this new worldli; and, as the power end
wisdom of God are ‘ clearly seen in the things that
““ are made§, in the nazural world, so in reference to
the spiritual world, our Lord is in a still more emphat-
ical manner styled THE POWER OF GOD, AND TUE
wispom oF cod Y. Andindeed, if to furm the goodly
fabric of this globe out of a confused hcap of jarring
clements, to raise up man from the dust of the ground,
and breathe into him a living soul, werc a most lively
display of God’s infinite wisdom and power, it was
surely no less striking a proof of those divine attri-
butes, to find out a way of reconciling his justice and
his mercy, of Lringing peace and saivation out of guilt
and misery, and ¢ quickening us again when dcad in
““ trespasses and sins**.”  And as our redemption
was no less glorious to God than our creation, so nci-
ther was it less beneficial to man. We should have
had but little reason to rejoice in our creation, had not
God once more ¢ created us to good worksff.”
Christianity threw opento us another and a better world,
‘¢ a new heaven and a new earthff;”” 1t restored tous
the only things that could make cxistence worth pos-
sessing, the favor of God, the means of happincss,
and the hopes of immortality.

It is worthy also of obscrvation, that this mode of
cclcbrating the birth of our Redeemcr was most re-
markably adapted to the character of the Messiah, and
the nature of the commission with which he was
charged.  The ancient historians frequently aficcted
to usher in the birth of warriors and conquerors with

* 2 Cor. v. 17. Gal. vi. 15. T Rem. vi. 4. + Eph. i\': 24. Ccl. il 10,

I John wiii. 12. & Rom. 1. 20. @1 Cor. 1. U v« Eph. ii. L
+tEphes.ii. 10, 11 2 Pet. iii. 15,
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portents and prodigies of a dreadful nature; commend.
able in this, at least, that their fictions were well-suited
to their personages, thc enemies -and destroyers of
mankind. The Friend and Saviour of mankind was
introduced into the world with declarations of universal
peace and good-will.  And in this the angels only speak
the constant language of Scripture in describing the
Messiah.  They speak of him in a manner in which
he loves to speak of himself, in which the prophets
spoke of him before, and the apostles after him. He
is called by Isaiah *“ THE PRINCE oF PEACE.” ¢ Of
¢ the increase of his government and peace there is
““ suid to be no end*.” A little after, his reign is
described by the most pacific emblems that imagina-
tion could furnish, by ¢ the wolf dwelling with the
¢ Jamb, and the leopard lying down with the kid .7
His work of righteousness is peace f, and he makes
with mankind the covenant of peace§. He himself
tells his disciples, that ““in him they were to have
‘¢ peace Il 3’ and it is the legacy he bequeaths them,
“ Pcace I leave with you, my peace I give unto
you**. The sacred writers continue the same lan-
guage in the Ncw Testament. ¢ The kingdom of
*“ God is joy and peace t1.” His Gospel is called
‘“ the Gospel of peace ft ;” and it is their constant
salutation to the persons and churches to.which they
write. So remarkable a frequency and agreement in
the use and application of this word, naturally raisc our
curiosity to enquire into the meaning of it, and make
it worth our while to enquire in what sense or senses
Christ may be said 2o bave brought peace upon carth :
which will lead us to the proot of the latier part of the
text, that his birth was a most remarkable mstance
of God’s good-will to mankind.

I. The first and most important sense in which our
Lord may be said to have brought us peace, was, by
taking upon him the sins of the world, and thereby
making our peace with God, and in consequence of

*Isaiah ix. 6.7, 4 Ih.xi 6.+ Ib. xxxii. 17, §Ib. liv. 10, } Johnxvi.
3. ** John xiv. 27, 4+ Rom. xiv. 17, 11 1b.x. 13,
W
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this, giving us that 122z pecee of mind which the world
could 1 not give.  ‘“ He Is our peace,” says the apostle,
¢ thut e n.x"ut reconcile usto God*.” ¢ "The chas-
“ tisement of our peace was upon himt.” ¢ Bcin
¢ jusitficd by faith, we have peace with God through
« our Lord Jesus Christt.” Lxuressions of this and
the like import are so frequent i in Scripture, that it is
impossible for the most ingenious criticism to elude
their force. They evidently prove, that the prace
which our Saviour ‘¢ brought on earth,” was in its
primary acceptation of a vj)zrztual nature ; that when
we were at enmity with God, our peace was made
with him by the death of his Son ; that he gave him-
self for us, an offering and a sacrifice to Godli; and
that this is the chief point of view in which his divine
mission 1s considered in Scripture.  And no wonder
that it should be so; forit vias this of which mankind
stood 1n the greatest need, and which natural religion
was lcast able to afford.  ‘Whatever pretensions reason
might make to the knowledge of a future state, or a
complcte rule of moral conduct, yet, to find out what
atonement God would be pleased to accept for the sins
of the whole world, was a discovery which exceeded
the utmost stretch of her abilities.  T'hat some expia-
tion was nceessary, the Heathens plainly saw.  They
saw, that 1f there was a God, he must be pleased with
virtue, and offended with vice.  They perceived, that
they were 2oz virtuous, and therefore could not be in
favor with God.  They seem even to have wanted the
first and fundamenta! requisite to tranquillity, an assur-
ance that pardon was on any terms to be obtained.
Their Tnpiter was armed with thunder and lightning ;
he had the ministers of his vengeance always at hand:
but they had o emblems by which they were accus-
tomed to express his merey. There was indeed a pos-
sibiliry, perhaps a probability, that the Deity mighe
pardon their offences ; but there was also a possibility
that he night nos ; and the very possibility of being ex-
posed to the resentment of a Being, without mercy

*ELLLTL 160 4 leatlin. 5. * Rom.v. 1. Heb.ix 205 x. 12,
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and without control, was enough to sink them into des-
pair. But whatever hopes tbt\ might have cf uppcas-
ing the Deity by proper means, thcy could have but
litle (as I before observed) of finding out those means.
The sacrifice of animals was the .\tonement on which
tl.ev principally dependcd (a plain proof by the way,
that the nece ssity of sorite animal sacrifice was an idea
deeply rooted in the hearts of men) ; but they were not
always satisfied even with this.  Having perfeet confi-
dence in nothing, they tried every thing. They ran
from one expe at to another, and, like men ready to
perish, catched at every thing that seemed to afford the
least shadow of relief.  Hence that incredible number
of deities, temples, altars, fLsuvals, games, sacrifices,
supphcmlons, processions, and, in short that infinite
variety of ceremonies and sunerstmons, whlch served
plainly to show their uneasiness, but not at all to re-
inove it,

Here, then, the Gospel gave us pEacE, where no-
thing human could.  I'rom this we know that God is
mcruxful long-suffering, and of great goodness. Ve
know that he is reconciled to us by the death of his Son ;
we are acquainted also with the means of preserving
that favor which Christ procured for us; and there is
no longer added to the misery of guilt, the torment of
not knowing how to expiate it. We are assured, ¢ that
¢¢ Jesus is the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin
““ of the world : that he came to seek and to save that
*“ which was lost: and that whosoever belicveth in him
“ shall not perish, but have everlasting life*. In this
respect, therefore, that s, in the most important of all
human concerns, the meanest man amongst us has more
truc content, and peace, and satisfaction of mindf,
than all the learning and wisdom of all the philosophers
upon earth, ancient or modern, could ever bestow.
But,

II. Tt is not only in a spiritual sense that our Re-
deemer broughe peace upon carth ; it is true of him in

* John 1. 20. Match. xviii. 11, Johniiii. 15.
T Te duce. si qua manent sceleris vestigai nostri,
Irra perpetua solvent formiire terras. Virc. Ecl. iv. 13.
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a temporal meaning also. That benevolence of dispo.
sition, and gentleness of behavior, which ke so con-
stdmly and so warmly recommended, both by his doc.
trine and his example, were entirely calculated to pro-
mote the peace and harmony of mankind, and to knit
them together in one common bond of love and affec-
tion. Ifever rEack was made visible in outward form,
it was in the person of our blessed Lord. His whole
life and conversation were onc uniform representation
of it, inscmuch that it might, even in this sense, be af-
firmed of him, that ¢¢ of his pE AcE there was no end*.”
It would be no difficult nor unpleasing task to trace the
influence of this principle from his earliest to his latest
breath; and to draw together a very uncommon and
surprizing assemblage of circumstances, all concurring
to establish the uniformity of its operation through the
whole tenor of his life ; but it may suffice for the pre-
sent to touch upon a few of the most obvious. It has
always been remarked, that he came into the world in a
time of profound and almost universal peace ; and his
birth was (as we have seen) first announced, by decia-
rations of peace and good-will, to shepherds, men, ge-
nerally speaking, of a most quiet and inoffensive dispo-
sition and behavior. The years of his childhood were
passed in a meek and dutiful subjection to his earthly
parents ; and after he came inwo public life, he showed
the same peaceable submission to all his other lawf{ul
superiors. The persons whom he chose to be the com-
panions and the witnesses of his ministry, were of the
lowest station, and the humblest tempers. ‘T'he first
miracle he worked, was with a design to promote good-
humor and good-will among men; and all of them
tended to improve the peaceful enjoyment of life in some
material instance. Yet, bencevolent as the design of
these and all his other actions was, he endeavored to do
them all in such a manner, at such times, and in such
places, as to give no offence to any one; to excite no
cnvy, jealousy, or unjust suspicions. Ile had at the
same time to struggle with the prejudices, the mistakes,

¥ Yeaiah ix. 7.
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and micconstructions of his friends, and the inveterate
rancor of his encmies ; but vet he never suffered either
the one or the other to disturb the composure of his
mind, or the peaceableness of his deportment. He bore
all the unmerited insults and injuries of his adversaries
with more patience than his followers could see them,
and was almost the only perscn that was not provoked
at the treatment he met with. The same love of peace
attended him to the last. 'The sword that was drawn
in his defence he ordered to be sheathed*, and healed
the wound it had inflictedt. Although, ¢ if he had
*« prayed to his father, he would have sent him twelve
‘¢ legions of angelsi,, yet he suftered himself to be
¢ led like a lamb to the slaughter ; and as a sheep be-
““ forc her shearers is dumb, so opened he not his
‘¢ mouth?,

As he lived, so be also taught, for he ¢ spoke
““ prack to his people*#.>  The main purport of his
discourses was, to banish from the minds of men all
those malignant and turbulent passions which fill the
world with disorder and misery, and to introduce in
their room, cvery thing that tends to turn away wrath,
to soften resentment, and to cherish peace; ameck and
inoffensive deportment, a patient resignation under in-
juries and affronts, a compassionate tenderness and fel-
low-feeling for the miseries of others, and a benevolence
as cxtensive as the whole creation of God. If ever he
entcred into a house, he saluted it with peacett. If
the penitent and contrite sinner fell down and begged
mercy at his feet, he bid him go in peace and sin no
morcf[q: He was continunally exhorting his disciples

« be at peace one with another, to love their very
¢ enemncs, to bless those that cursed them, to do good
¢¢ to those that haicd them, and to pray for those that
¢ dlespitefully used and persecuted themss.”

From such a doctrine, supported by such an ex-
ample, one might naturally hope for the most pacific
cffccts.  And in fact those effects have followed. For,

* John xviii. 11, + Luke xaii. 51. ¥ Matth. xxvi. 53. § Isai. liu. 7.

** Zech. ix. 10. 44 Luke x. 5. 14 lb.vii, 50 ; viii. 48, John viii. 11.
§§ Mark ix. 50. Matt. 1v. -i4.
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although Christianity has not always been so well un-
derstood, or so honestly practised, as it might have
been ; although its spirit has bcen often mistaken,
and 1ts precepts misapplied *, yet, under all these dis.
advantages, it has graduully produced a visible and a
blessed change in those points which most materiaily
concern the peace and quict of the world.  Its benefi-

cent spirit has spread itseif through all the different re-
lations and modifications of life, and communicated its
kindly influence to almost every pubiic and privite
concern of mankind. It has insensibly worked itecif
into the inmost {ramc and constitution of civil states,
It has given a tinge to the compiexion of their go-
vernments, to the temper and administration of their
laws. It has restrained the spirit of the prince, and
the madness of the people. It has softcned the rigor
of despotism, and tamed the insoience of conquests.
It has, in some degree, taken away the edge of the
sword, and thrown even over the horrors of war a velil
of mercy. It has descended into fumilies, has di-
minished the pressure of private tyranny, improved
every domestic endearment, given tenderncss to the
parent, humanity to the master, respect to superiors,
to inferiors ease ; and left, in short, the most evident
traces of its PEACEFUL GENIUS, 1n all the various sub-
ordinations, dependencies, and connexions of social
life. These assertions would very casily admit, and
may perhaps hereafter receive a particular proof.  But,
for the present, I must content myself with observing
in general, that mankiad arc, upon the whole, even in
a temporal view, under mﬁmte obligations to the mild
and pacific temper ol the Gospel ; have reaped from it
more substantial worldly ])“I‘Cﬁl&. than from any other
institution upon earth ; anc foundit, by happy experi-
cnce, to be a rcligion entirely worthy the  gracious
Father of the universe, and the Saviour of mankind.
As one proof of this, (amone many others) consider
oniv the shocking carnage maudc in the human species,
by the exposurc of infants, the gladiatorial shows, and

* Beg the preceding discourse.
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the exceedingly crucl usage of slaves, allowed and
practised by the ancient Pagans.  T'hese were not the
accidental and temporary excesses of a sudden fury,
but were legal, and estabiished, and consiant methods
of murdermg and tormenting mankind, encouraged by
the wisest legislators, and affording amwusement to the
tenderest and most compassionate minds *.  Had
Christianity done nething more than brought into dis-
use (as it confessedly has done) the two former of these
inhuman customs entirely, and the latter to a very great
degree, it had justly merited the title of the szNEVO-
LENT RELIGION. But this is far from being all.

Throughout the more enlightened parts of Christen-
dom, there prevails a gentleness of manners widely dif-
ferent from the ferocity of the most civilized nations of
antiquity ; and that houahtv with which every species
of distress is relicved, both by private donations and
public benefactions, even in some of the most bigotted
countrics of Furepe, 1s a virtue as peculiar to the
Christian name as it is eminently conducive to social
happiness.  As for ourselves, in the nature of our
civil censtitution, in the extent of our freedom, m the
security of our persens and propertics, n the temper of
our laws, in the administration of jastice, In domestic

* Besides the many other well-kinown severities exercised towards the
slaves of the anctenrs, theve wus a law at Sparta, called the Cryptia, which
ordered them to be murdered in celd blood, whenever they increased
so fast as to give umbrage to the state. Putarch, in Lycurg. The same
author (De Adutore Prolis) speaks of the expesure of infants as a very com-
mon practice.  Seneca does the samie.  De Ira, b 1o c. 15, It still obtains
among the savages in America ; and it is said, that upwards of 3000 chil-
dren are annuallv exposed in the streets of Pekin.  Li 1];51[15 allivms (Sarurs,
L 1 c. 12)) that the giadiatorial shows sometitnes cost Rurcpe twenty or thir-
ty thousand lives in a month ; and not only the mwen, but even the womnen
of all ranks, were passionately fond of these shows. The execrable barbar-
ities here mentioned, continued as they were withont intermission througha
long course of years, must havedestroved many nicre lives than all the tem-
porary ravages of religious persecution put together. I caunot conclude this
unote, without obqer\m'r how strongly these shocling facts confirni the de-
scription given of the ancient heathens by St. Paul, who represents them as
Jull of amurder, sithout natura! affection, unp/awu!c, wionerciful.  Rom. 1, 39,
31, And indeed the whele picture he there draws of Pagan morality and
religion will be found, en exaniiraticn, tobe in every the minutest feature of
it exac tl) and accuratelv trve.  Let the reader peruse that Lhaptcr with adten-

ton, and let him thauk Ged, from the botiem of Lis sculy, that he is=2
CHKISTIAN. .
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peace and comfort, in offices of mutual kindness and
charity, we have a visible and undeniable superiority
over the ancients. 'T'o what then can this happy changs
in our circumstances Le owing ? T'o philesophy (re.
plies the Deist #) to mild and gentle philosophy, to the
humane suggestions of reason, and the improvement
of the liberal arts.  Were then reason, philosophy,
and good learning, utterly unknown in Greece and
Rome ! Were not these the very fountains of every
thing that was suilime and excellent in human wis.
dom and polite literature, from whence they were dis-
tributed in the purest streams over the rest of the
world, and descended to all succeeding ages? Were
they not carried, inthose great schools, to a degree of
elegance and perfection, at which it is at least doubtful
whether the moderns have yet arrived, or ever will?
And yet in these very places, at a time when all the
arts and sciences were in their full strength and ma-
turity, it was tihen that those various inhumanities,
which are by Christians held in the utmost abhorrence,
were publicly authorized, and an ambitious, conten-
tious, sanguinary disposition universally prevailed. It
was then that almost every civil government was a kind
of military estabiishment, was founded in violence and
mzintained by it; that wars were begun wantoniy,
conducted fiercely, and terminated inhumanly ; that a
passion for martial achievements, a lust of empire,
an insztizble thirst of glory and cenquest, filled the
vorld with bloodshed and confusion. It was then
that, in the very best institutions, the greatest part cf
the subjects enjoved no liberty at ail ; and what the
rest enjoyed, was purchased frequently at the expense
of their repose, their humanity, and a great part of
those social comforts which render liberty truly vaiua-
ble. It was then that the courts of judicature (at
Rome mare especially) were inconceivably corruptt ;
that the power both of the father and of the husband

* Volizive de ta Tclerance, ch.iv. p. 30. 34. 44,
+ Opinio omniun sermone pererebuit in nis judidis quz nunc sunt pecu-
osum bomdnem quam vis sit nocenc, nexl em fopee caneard, Ciooin Ferren

Orat. 1,
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was carried beyond all bounds of lenity and utility ;
that divorces were allowed for the most trivial causes;
that the education of children was umeasonablv severe

and rigorous ; that infants were sacrificed to views cf
pohcy ; that men were trained up to murder each oth-
er, for the entertainment of the spectators; and that
the happiest states were continually rent in pieces by
the most violent dissensons, peoscrlptlons and assas-
sinations, which each party in its turn retorted on its
adversaries, and always with redoubled fury and inhu-
manity. .

If then the utmost perfection of philosophy and the
fine arts was not able to tame the fierceness of ancient
manners, nay, if they actually grew worse, in this
and many other respects, in proportion to their ad-
vancement in learning and politeness, to what else but
Christianity can it be owing, that scarce any consider-
“able traces of this universal barbarity now remain
among us; that in domestic society, the ease and hap-
piness of each individual, even the very lowest, 1s
properly attended to; that weakness of sex, tender-
ness of age, and humlhty of condition, instead «f
provoking insult, generally attract pity and protection ;
that civil liberty is in our own country more firmly
rooted, more equally diffused, more sccurely enjoyed ;
that justice is most uprightly and impartially adminis-
tered ; that the meanest of the people are as much un-
der the protection of the laws as the most rich and pow-
erful ; that the rage of universal empire is considerably
abated, and the frequencv duration, and cruelty of
wars greatly diminished ; that civil commotions more
rarely happen, ure attended commonly with fewer cir-
cumstances of inhumanity and horror, and have often-
er proved favorable than fatal to hberty; that the very
worst dissesions in this countr, have been ‘less dis--
tinguished by atrocious deeds, ecither of treachery or
cruelty, than were cver any intestine discords of so
long continuance* ;*’ and that the two happiest changes
we ever e:\penenced the restoration, and the revolution

* Hume's Hist. 4to. vol. v. p. 3537,
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were effected with very little interruption of public
tranquillity, and were nothing more than easy transitions,
not (as they would have been under Pagan or Mahom.-
etan governments) borrible convulsions* 2 Compare all
these amazing improvements in social happiness, since
the introduction of Christianity, with the precepts and
doctrities of that religion; consider their natural ten.
dency to produce what actually has been produced, and
then say whether you can hesitate one moment in as.-
cribing these effects to the Gospel, as their sole or at
least principal cause? What puts this matter almost
beyond a doubt, is, that in those countries where the
Christian revelation is yet unknown, the civil blessings
enjoyed by Christianity are equally unknown. The
miseries of their ancestors have descended to them with
their superstitions, and bear a daily living testimony to
the benevolence of our religiont. And it is no less
remarkable, that the degree of perfection in which these
advantages are cnjoyed by any nation, is in general
pretty nearly proportioned to the degree of purity in
which the doctrines of the Gospel are there professed

* Some perhaps may be incfined to doubt the truth of one of the positions
advanced above, viz. that the frequency, duration, and cruelty of wars are lese
wow than in ancient times. But when we consider the itTmmense armies suc-
cessiveiy raised and lost by the Asiatic monarchs; the endless contentions
for sovereignty between the rival states of Greece ; the predigious nunmibers
slain by Alexander the great; the sanguinary contests among his successers
for upwards of 200 vears ; the continual scenes of broodshed which Sicily ex-
hibited for many centories under its various tyrants ; the incessant wars of
the Romans with the Italian states, the Carthaginians, tt > Macedonians,
Greeks, and various Eastern nations, the Spaniards, Gauls, Britains, and
Germans, besides the shocking carnage of their own civil wars, so as to have
been only three times in a state of peace, for a short interval, during almost
seven centurles ; when we reflect further, that it was no unccimmon thing,
in those ages, to see armies of 300,000 men in the ficld, of which son.etimes
the whole, frequently the greater part, andalways a large part, fell in battle ;
and when to all this we add the incredible devastations made by the several
barbarous hordes, that at diffetent titnes burst forth in torrents from the
North, and deluged Europe, Asia, and Africa with blood ; we shall, perhaps,
be inclined to think that Christianity has, upon the whole, already lessened
the horrors and desolations of war in some degree, and that, as it comes to
be better understood, and more generally embraced and practised, its pacific
influence will be growing every day more visible and eflectual.

4+ Let the reader only compare the present state of the Eastern and Wes-
tern Indies, of Africa and China, of the Turkish and the Percian empires,
and of all the late discovered islands, hoth in the northern and the southern
hemisphere, with that of the Christian part of Europe, and he will have
fittle reason to doubtthe truth of what is here asserted,
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and taught. Thus, for example (to produce only one
instance out of a multitude) in those kingdoms, where
there is no Christianity, there is no liberty. Where
the superstitions and corruptions of Popery, have al-
most totally destroyed the simplicity of the Christian
revelation, there too is liberty much obscured and de-
pressed. Where some of those corruptions are thrown
off, there some brighter gleams of liberty appear.
Where the national religion approaches nearest to the
native purity of the Gospel, there too civil liberty shines
forth 1n its full lustre, and is carried to a degree of per-
fection, beyond which human weakness will not, per-
haps, suffer it to be advanced.

III. Having dwelt so long on the first part of this
discourse, the bencficial influerce of the Gospel on the
peace and bappiness of mankind, there is the less time,
and indeed the less nccessity, to enlarge on the other,
that is, on the evidence which arises from hence of the di-
vine goodnccs and mercy towards us, For, since it has
been shewn that Christdid in almost every sense of the
word, bring peace upon carth* ; that he has made our
peace w ith God, by taking upon him the sins of the
whole world ; that he has, in consequence of this, re-
stored to us our peace of mind; that he has introduced
peace and gentleness into the sentiments and the man-
ners of men towards each other ; and that, notwithstand-
ing all the difhculties and disadvantages under which
the Gospel has labored, the many violent passions it has
had to struggle with, and the variety of obstacles which
have impeded its operations, and counteracted its na-
tural effects, it has nevertheless gradually and silently,
yet effectually, advanced the peace and comfort of so-
ciety ; what need can there be of any further proof
that the mission of Christ was a most striking instance
of God’s good-will to mankind ?

Instead therefore of going about to prove what we all
feel to be true, let me rather endeavor to inspire you
with what I fear is not always felt as it ought to be, a
. proper warmth of gratitude and love for such unspeak-

* Sce Vitringa on Isaiah ii. 4.
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able goodness. If you ask what return God expects
for sending his Son into the world, let the Apostle an-
swer vou; ‘ If God so loved us, we ought also to love
‘¢ one another®.” An extensive, an active benevolence,
is the tribute he demands from you; and when he
makes you happy, the condition 1s no harder than this,
that vou should make others so.  Let then your thank-
fulness be expressed in that best and most forcible of
all languages, better, as St. Paul says, than the tonguc
of men and angels, cuarrTy. Let 1t prompt you to
every act of kindness and humanity towards your
neighbor. In this there can be no dissimulation or dis-
guise. Sacrifices may be offered by impure hands,
and praises by dissembling or unmeaning ljps. Buthe
who relieves the indigent, instructs the ignorant, com-
forts the afflicted, protects the oppressed, conceals the
faults he sees, and forgives the injuries he feels, affords
a most convincing proof of his sincerity, an incontesti-
ble evidence of his gratitude to his heavenly benefactor.
And be not afraid, I beseech you, of doing too much,
of over-paying God’s favors. After you have ranged
through the whole field of duties, which charity lays
open to you, the blessings you bestow will fall infinitely
short of those you have received. Put then your abili-
ties upon the stretch, to do all the good you can unto
allmen. ‘Butin a more especial manner, since it was
one of the chief ends of Christ’s mission to bring peace
upon earth, let it be your great ambition to co-operate
with him, as far as you are able, in this great design; let
it be your constant study and delight to tread in the
steps of your blessed Master, and to contribute every
thing in your power towards completing that great and
god-like work of giving peace to man. ¢ Let all bit-
¢ terness, and wrath, and clamor, und evil-speaking, be
‘ put away from among vou, with all malice ; and be
‘ yve kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one¢
‘ another, even as God, for Christ’s sake, hath forgiven
¢ yout.”

* Teln iv. 11 + Ephesians iv. 31, 57



