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ADVERTISEMENT.

T may be proper to inform the resdci,
that the following Difcourfe was origi-
wally defigned, only as a Preliminary fo the
euthor’s Arguments and RefleCtions on
the Books and Chapters of the Old and
New Teftament, which were tranflated
at the charge of The Society for pro-
moting Chriftian Knowledge, ezd 7/
publifbed in the year 1716, aid iately rc-
vifed, correfted, and very mitch enlaiged,
from the author’s lafi Edition, 1i 17 .14,
But as this difcourfe contains mary excellent
infiructions, which aie of general ufe, and
mays with the divine bleffing, teid to cou-
vince many of the obligation they are uider
to read the Scriptures, and direlt thew bow
to do it in @ fuitable manner s it was thought
expedient to publifb this fnall Trod by i1felf,
that thofe who are not able to purchofe the
larger works of this eminent dvize, oy

A ; hite



v ADVERTISEMENT,

bavethe advantage of this piece, which muft
be of infinite ufe to them, if it proves o
means in God's band to perfuade them to
read the Scripiures as they ought : which
effel? it cannot fail to produce in all, whe
read it with an boneft heart.

This fiall fpecimen of Mr OSTER-
VALD’S writings, will likewife, 1t is hoped,
induce many to read his other ufeful and
inftruétive workss particularly bis Argu-
ments and RefleCtions, which tmay be
looked wpon as the inoft ufeful companion for
the Scriptures, and the beft buran means
that perbaps was ever invented, to make
thofe divine books produce in us the falutary

effecis for which they were gracioufly de-
ferd 10 T4 66
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SHEWING TRHE

Neceffity and Ulefulnefs

Of Reading the

HOLY SCRIPTURLDy,

AND THE

DISPOSITIONS
 With which they ought to be Read.

== H AT great numbers neglect
it the reading of the Holy Scrip-
il tures, is as evident, as it 1S
deplorable. Chriftians there
are, innumerable, who are almolt entire-
ly ignorant of the Bible; becaule tholc
that have the rule over them fufier 1t to

A 4 he




6  The Neceffity and Ufefulnefs of

be read only by particular perfons, and
with the greateft precaution, as if it
were a dangerous thing to put the word
of God indifferently into the hands of
all men. But, not to concern ourfelves
at prefent with thefe confiderations, we
fhall only obferve, that the greateft part,
even of thofe who have the reading of
the facred writings recommended to
them, negleCt todoit. Many, itis true,
for want of learning, may not be in a
capacity to read the {criptures; which
15 a great misfortune, and a fhame to
Chriftians, that the number of thofe
who cannot read, fhould {till be {o great
among them. It may be faid too, “that
a great many do not read the word of
God, becaufe they are unable, through
their poverty, to purchafe that divine
book. Thole to whom God has given
riches, thould fupply this defect, by
dedicating fome portion to the pious
ufe of providing Bibles for the poor.
To this may be added, that a great
number of domeftick, and other fer-

vants, have not leifure to difcharge this
nece{Tary duty ; becaufc their mafters

How them not time for it. But how-

ever this be, thofe Chriftians are utterly
nexcu-
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inexcufable, who have it 1n their power
to read the word of God, and will not

do 1t.

God, in his infinite wildom, and un-
bounded gooanefs, has {upplied men,
by the revelation of his will, wich the
moft perfe¢t means of inftruction. He
infpired the prophets and apoftles, and
was pleafed their writings fhould be
preferved, that in them truth might
always remain pure, without being cor-
rupted by the forgetfulne(s and incon-
ftancy, the careleflnefls or malice of
men. The {criptures therefore are the
moft valuable blefling God ever beltow-
ed upon us, except the fending his Son
into the world; they are a treafure,
which contain in them every thing that
can make us truly rich, and truly happy
We mutt therefore have very little re-
gard for God, and his gifts, if we ncg-
le to make a right ufe of this; and
it would argue the greateft degree of
prefumption, to imagine we can do
without that affiftance, “which God him-
felf has judged fo needful and expec 1-

ent for us.
A s The
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The ufe of the holy fcriptures was
very common among the primitive
Chriftians ; and as they were regularly
read in their religious affemblies, fo did
they read them with great diligence 1n
their families. But the {criptures were
afterwards negleted, in proportion
as ignorance and fuperftition gained
eround. The people were no longer
inftruéted in them; and though the
cuftom was retained, of reading fome
portion of them in the church, they
were rendered entirely ufelefs, by being
read in a language the people were un-
acquainted with. At length, the pr-
vate ufe of God’s word was wholly lad
afide ; and this divine light in a manner
extinguifhed for {everal ages. About
two hundred years ago, it was, as It
were, taken from under the bufhel
where it had lain fo long concealed ; and
the people, in feveral parts of Chrif-
tendom, recovered their right of read-
ing the feriptures ; but moft of thole,
who enjoy this privilege, do not im-
prove it as they ought.

This
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- This indifference and neglect in read-
“ing the facred writings, s the true caufe
of that ignorance, which prevails among
the generality of Chriftians. This 1
the reafon they have but a flight and
fuperficial knowledge of the doltrines
and duties of Chriftianity ; and too many
entertain notions that are entirely falic
and groundlefs. This is the fource of
the many. errors which are 1n vogue
among us, and of the many impious and
libertine notions, which prevail more
and more; for as foon as we forfake
the {criptures, which are our only rule
of faith, to follow our own reafoninge,
we muft of neceffity go aftrav. It is
forfaking this divine light, which has
occafioned many perfons, who have
thought themielves infpired, and ima-
gined they had attained to the higheft de-
gree of piety and perfeltion, to fall into
the moft extravagant notions, and
{fometimes, into the greatelt impurities.
In thort, to the fame caufe may be a-
fcribed all that remiffnefs, that carnal
and worldly-mindednefs, which is too
common among Chriftians, All this, I
fay, proceeds from not reading the holy

2 fcrip-
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{criptures, and not making that ufe of
them for which they were given.

[t is true, this neglect in Chrifti-
ans may be in {fome meafure {upplied,
by reading the word of God in our re-
ligious affemblies. And indeed, if it
1s {urprifing the people thould negleét
to read 1t, there is {till more reafon to
be aftonithed, that for fo many years,
men fhould have forgot to give the
reading of the facred writings that ho-
nourable place in the publick worthip,
which it alwaysenjoyed amongthe Fews,
and among the firft Chriftians. But
even {uppofing the fcriptures were re-
cularly read in the church, this alone
would not be {fufficient, unlefs Chrif-
ans read them likewile in their own
houfes. 'The exprefs declarations of
God’s word, the practice of the church,
both under the Old and New Teftament,
and many other reafons, which it is not
expedlent to mention at prefent, prove
the neceflity of doing this. Befides,
private reading 1s attended with fome
advantages, which publick reading is
not. In private, one may read with

more



Reading the Holy Scriptures, 11

more leifure, confider things more
clofely, repeat the thing more than
once, and make a more nice applica-
tion. Private reading is, likewife, the
beft way to improve by what we hear N
publick ; it being impoffible righty. to
‘complehend what 1s faid 1n publick dif-
courfes and lermons, without being well
verfed in the {fcriptures. Add to this,
that private reading keeps up a fpirit of
plety and devotion ; whereas thofe who
neglect this, m....wtably fall into an in-
dIPference and difrelifh for divine things;
.which mult be attended with remiffnefs
in the duties of Religion, and in a fla-
vﬂh fubjection to the paffions.

We proceed now to confider the man-
ner in which the holy feriptures oughe
to be read : Here, we fhall make fome
reflectionsy firft, on the books of the
holy {criptures, and their feveral parts ;
and {econdly, on the difpofitions which

ought to accompany the reading of
them.

. 1 Every one knows, that the fcrip-
tures comprehend the OLp and New

TEsTA-
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TestamenT: And as the Old Tefta-
ment, which was written before the:
coming of Tefus Chrift, 1s a part of the
Bible, which is leaft read, and very
many never read it at all; it feems ne-
ceflary here, to prove the ufefulnefs of
thofe books in particular. It is a very
oreat miftake to 1magine they were de-
figned only for the Fews, and that they
are of no ule to Chriftians. St Panl
fays, that whatfoever things were written
aforetime, were written for our learning
and, fpeaking of what had happened to
the Ifraelites, he fays, That all thofe
things bappened to them for enfamples,
and were written for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the world are come.
Fefus Chriff himfelt exhorts his difci-
ples, to fearch the [criptures, for in
them, {ays he, ye think ye have eternal
life, and they are they which teftify of
me. Our Lord, when he thus {peaks,
recommends the reading and meditat-
ing on the writings of Mofes and the
prophets, as he does in {everal other
places, On the knowledge of what is
contained in thofe writings, depends
the right underftanding of the princi-
pal articles of the Chriftian religion.

Of
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Of this we have a very remarkable and
,lconvincing proof, in the frequent quo-
tations made by Chrift and his apoftles,
out of the hiftories, prophecies, and
other paffages of the Old Teftament.
There are even whole books in the New
Teftament, which no one can rightly
underftand, who has not read the Old
with {fome care and attention; this re-
mark is particularly true of the Epiftle
to the Hebrews, which is nothing but a
comparifon between the law and the

sofpel.

But to convince us more fully of
the ufefulnefs of the books of the Old
Teftament, let us examine a little into
their contents: They are of three kinds,
being either hiftorical, dotrinal and
moral, or prophetical.

. The Hiftorical Books, which are the
firft in order, begin at Genefis, and end
at the book of Ifther. They are called
hiftorical, becaufe they contain nothing
but hiftories, except fome part of the
books of Mofes, where the laws which
God gave to the Fews are fer down.
gln thele books, we are informed of the

moit

;
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moft confiderable events relating to re-
ligion, and the people of God, from
the creation of the world, to the return
from the Babylonifp captivity. Thefe
are the books we fhould begin with,
for 1t is remarkable, that the firft in-
{truction God was pleafed to give his
church, was by hiftory; this method
of inftruction being the moft plain and
ealy, and fuited to every capacity.
Hiitories are {0 eafy to comprehend and
retain, that even children may under-
ftand them without much difficulty;
and therefore, the foundation of their
inftruction fhould be laid here. Be-
fides, on hiftorical faéts the whole of
religion 1s.founded ; as hiftory furnifhes
us with invincible proofs of the truth
and divine authority of the {criptures.
However, the hiftories of the Old Tel-
tament contain, not only facts, but like-
wile the doCtrines and duties of reli-
gion : They fet before us many noble
examples, wherein are difplayed the
wifdom, goodnefs, and juftice of God’s
providence ; his love to good men, and
difpleafure againft f{inners. The ele-
venth chapter of the Epiftle to the He-

brews, 1s a remarkable proof of the
- truth
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jrruth of this obfervation.  In that chap-
frer, St Paul, defigning to thew the na-
hrure and effeéts of taith, collects together
lin one view, the examples of faith,
obedience, and conftancy, which we
meet with in the lives of the patri-
archs, and other illuftrious perfons,
who lived before the coming ot Chrifi ;
which may convince us, that the read-
Ling and meditating on the hiftories of

the Old Tef’camcnt muft be of great
hufe to Chriftians.

The books of the Old Teftament,
which are called def#rinal and moral, are

Ithe book of 7eb, the Pfalins, and the

writings of Selomon.

Thele books are not altogether fo
Iclear as thofe which are hiftorical.  In
706, and the Proverds, for inftance, we
'meet with fome paffages, whofe fenfe
s not eafily determined ; which 15 ge-
nerally owing to {ome defect in the ver-
fion ; the extreme concifenefs of the {en-
tences, and the figures of fpeech, fo
different from any in ufe mong us,
making it very hard to exprels thein in

the modern languages. But if thefe
' books
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books are attended with a little obfcu-
rity in fome places, they may, never
thelefs, be read with great advantage.

They {upply us, in general, with thefe
three things; with do¢trines, with pre-
cepts of morality, and with fentiments
of piety and devotion.  Firft, We learr
from them the principal dottrines of re-
ligion, fuch as thefe; That there is 2
God, who made the world ; that he go-
verns all things by his providence, dif
penfing good and evil, protecting good
men, and punithing the wicked ; tha
this God, who is perfectly juft and righ.
teous, will reward every man according
to his works; with other doltrines o
the like nature, which are clearly dif:
played in thefe books, and confirmed
with feveral very ufeful and inftructive
examples, particularly in the book of
Yob, and the Pfalins. Secondly, Thef:
books contain moft excellent rules o
morality, and precepts of great ufe, re:
lating to the principal duties of religion,
to juftice, charity, purity, temperance
patience, and other virtues. Thirdly,
In this part of the Old Teftament, anc
particularly in the Pfalms, we meet wit!

exaltec
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/
exalted fentiments of piety, and the moft
excellent patterns of devotion; here we
are taught, how we ought to be affc&-
ed with the majefty of God, and reve-
rence. and acore the fupreme being ;
with what pleafure and delight we ought
to meditate upon the wonderful works
of creation and providence; with what
gratitude and fervency of devotion, we
ught to extol his perfections, and praife
him for all his mercies; that we ought
to pay the higheft regard to God’s holy
ccmmandments, and account thofe ad-
vantages ineftimable, which piety pro-
cures to 1ts true votaries. Here we learn
to truft in God, to call upon him in
time of trouble, to fubmit with refigna-
tion to the divine will, and to have re-
courfe to God’s mercy, by repentance,
when we have offended him. There-
tore, the reading of thefe books muft
needs be of great ufe to guide and in-
flame our devotion.
)

The Prophetical Books are the writ-
Ings of the prophets, from Jfaiah to Ma-
lachi. 'They are ftiled prophetical, be-
caufe they principally contain prophe-
cies, or predictions. They are not,

how-
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however, fo {trictly prophetical, but
we find in them feveral remarkable hif.
tories, as in Ferenmiab, Daniel, and Jo-
nah 5 as well as many ufeful, moral in-
tructions, in the exhortations and re-
monitrances of the prophets. The pro-
phecies which make up the moft con-
liderable part of thefe books, are of
three kinds; fome relate to Fefus
Chrift, and the Chriftian church; others
concern- the Fews more particularly ;.
and others foretel what was to befal the
{feveral nations and empires of the
world.

If, in reading the prediftions of the
prophets, we meet at firlt with fome
obfcurity, inftead of being furprifed
i, let us conflider, that every prophecy
muft be obfcure, at leaft, in fome re-
{pects, before the event. It was fo far
from being neceflary to the {ilvation of
the faithful in thole times, that thefe
predictions fhould be abfolutely clear ta
them, and that they fhould perfeétly
comprehend them in every part, that,
on the contrary, the meaning of them
muft needs beconcealed. The unfearch:
able wildom of God, and the wonders

of
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of his providence, appear with much
greater luftre, when we reflect, that his
defigns were accomplifhed, and the pre-
dictions of the prophets fulfilled, with-
out men knowing any thing of 1t and
by fuch means as no one would ever
have thought of. Befides, had thele
predictions been abfolutely clear, 1n
every circumftance, men might have fo
far obftruéted the defigns of providence,
that continual miracles, and altering the
courfe of nature, might have been ne-
ceffary in order to bring about the exe-
cution of them. Therefore, God, m
oreat wifdom, fpread a vail over the
prophecies, that they might be attended

with fome obfcurity.

It is, however, to be obferved, that
what was once obfcure, the event has
made clear. Moft of the prophecies re-
lating to the coming of Chriff, to hus
fufferings, and kingdom, to the re-
jetion of the Fews, and the calling of
the Gentiles, are now very ealy to com-
prehend. The predictions concerning
the Fews, which foretold the deftruc-
tion of Ferufalem, and their difperfion,
occafioned firft by the Affyrians and Ba-

bylonians,
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bylowians, and afterwards by the R
mans, foon after the coming of our
Lord; thefe predictions are fo perfectly
explained by the event, that there is no
difficulty attending them. As to thofe
Prophecies which related to other nati-
ons and kingdoms of the world, as the
prophecies of Ifsiah, from the thir
teenth chapter, and the remarkable pre-
dictions of Daniel; if- the generality of
readers find them difficult, becaufe they
are ignorant of the hiftory of thofe times
and nations, they are quite clear to
thofe who are acquainted with that hif-
tory. Befides this obfcurity, arifing
from the fubject of the prophecies, the
ftile of thele infpired writers, who make
ufe of various images, and figures of
fpeech, foreign to the ufages of thefe
times, is another caufe of obfcurity,
But with {fome affiftance, like that which
is attempted in this * work, and a little
acquaintance with the language of the
prophets, we may eafily difcover their
meaning. Upon the whole, if there

arc

A ———. —

* Tn thele Words, the Author refers to his
Arouments and Reflelions on the Books and Chapters
of the Old and New Teffaments, mentioned in the
Advertifement before this Tract.
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are fome paffages in their ‘writings,
which we do not perfectly comprehend,
we may, without prejudice to our {al-
vation, be ignorant of their true import.

It is a very great fault to neglect, as
too many do, the reading of the pro-
phecies. If Chriftians would but read
them, and meditate on them, they
would find an aftonifthing light dart
from them ; they would difcover beau-
ties, which they are now ftrangers to;
and would have a more lively fenfe of
the truth and excellence of religion,
than they now have. In fact, nothing
can be conceived a more convincing
proof of the being of God, nothing a
more undeniable argument that he go-
verns all things, and that the {criptures
are his word, than to {ee the exact com-
pletion of thofe ancient prophecies,
which were in the hands of the Fews,
fuch as we now have them, many ages
before the coming of our Lord. For
this reafon, St Peter advifes Chriftians
to read and meditate on the prophe-
cies, as a moft likely means to {trengthen
them in the faith. #e bave alfo, lays
he, a more fure word of prophecy, where-

Hilko



22 The Neceffity and Ufefulnefs of

unto ye do well that ye take beed, as unts
o light that [bineth in a dark place, unti)
the day dawn, and the day-flor arife i
your bearts.

The NEw TESTAMENT 15 that part of
the {criptures, which it moft concerns
us to be acquainted with. If the Old

and New Teftaments be compared to-:

gether, the latter is certainly the clear-
eft and moft perfett: For though the
doctrine of the gofpel be at the bottom
the fame with that of Mofes, and the
prophets; yet it is certain, that the di-
vine truths, the duties, the promifes
and threatnings of the Gofpel, are pro-
pofed with greater firength and evi-
dence, than thofe of the Old Teftament.
The gofpel has not only removed the
{hadows of the law, and {et in a clear
light what was before revealed only in
part; but, likewife, teaches us many
things, which the faithful of old knew
not, and which the prophets themfelves,
as our Saviour obferves, were ignoran
of. Hence it is, that St Paxl calls
thofe things myfferies, or fecret things,
which were unknown to former ages.

Nor is it to be wondered, that we find
I oreater
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- greater light in the Gofpel, than in the
Law : Mofes and the prophets {peak in
the QOld Teftament ; byt in the New,
itis Fefus Chrif, the Son of God, of
whom it is faid, This ss my beloved Soy,
bear bim. St Payl makes this diftinc.
tion, when he fays, God, why 4t fandry
timesy, and in divers Mmannersy (pake i
Simes paft unto the Jathers by 1he pre-

puets, bas, in thefe laft days, JDoken ynty
#s by bis Son.

The New Teftament confifts of the
Gofpels, the Ass of the Apoftles, and
the Epiffles, Of thefe, the Golpels ara
the firlt in order ang dignity ; which
offer to our view, Firft, The difcourfes
of our Lord, as they proceeded from

know God, and to ferve him in fpirit and
in truth; the duties which he recom-
mends to the pradtice of his difciples ;
the rewards and punithments of ane-
ther life; and all thefe attended wit]y
luch a degree of evidence and convic-
tion, as is to be met wich no where elfe.

secondly, We read in the Gofpels an

B account
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sccount of our Saviour’s miracles,
which difplay his divine power, and,
ot the {ame time, his great goodnes,
Gince all his miracles were acts of mercy
and kindnefs. When we read the Gof-
pels, we ought to give great attention
to our Lord’s miracles, as God was
pleafed to make choice of this method,
to prove that Fefus was the Mefliah.
Laftly, In them we fee defcribed the
unlpotted life of our great Redeemer,
his zeal, his obedience to the will of
his Father, his amazing love to man-
kind, his meeknefs, humilicy, fincerity,
purity, patience, and renouncing of the
world. Thefe virtues, which fhine
forth in his life, are all united in his
death, and appear with the greateft tuf-
ire. To the hiftory of the death of
efus Chrift, the gofpel adds likewife an
account of his refurreCtion and alcen-
fion, which are the foundation of our

faith and bope.

From hence it is evident, that the
Gofpels are the moft confiderable part
of the New Teftament; for which rea:
{on, the reading of them has always
been looked upon in the church as

thing
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thing of the greateft Importance ; and
as the Jews, though they read the writ-
ings of the prophets, and received them
as divine, had a particular veneration
for the law of Mofes, and gave that
the firft rank . fo Chriftians have al-
ways exprefied an extraordinary refpeét
for the Gofpels.; From hence proceeded
the antient cuftom of rifing up, and
ftanding all the time the Gofpels were
jreading in the church, and the cuftom
of reading and explaining fome part of
them every Sunday in the year.

The s of the Apofes inform us, in
what manner the gofpel, after our Lord’s
alcenfion, was preached, both at Feri-
alem and the places adjacent, and in
feveral parts of the world, The read.
ing; this book is of great ufe, and a5 i
s wholly hiftoricaly it cannot be very
difficult to underftand,

The Epiftles, or letters, which the

hpoftles fent, either to the churches iq
their time, or to particular perfons,
Fake likewife a part of the canonjcal

ooks of the New Teftament, St Peter
aforms us, that St Paul’s Epittles were

B 2 reck-
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reckoned among the divine writings,
in the life-time of the apoftles. It
would be a grofs miftake, to imagine
that the Gofpels alone are {ufficient, and
that the Epiftles may be difpenfed with.
The Epiftles furnith us with an explana-
rion of {everal articles, which are not al-
together fo evident from the Golpels;
{fo that the Gofpels are more clear, 1n
many refpets, when the Epiitles are
added to them. In truth, Chri did
not always think fit to explain himielt
fully and completely upon every {ub-
jects bisthoughts were often concealed
under figurative expreffions, or fim:li-
tudes, which were fomewhat obicure,
and were nct to be entirely cleared up,
till after his afcenfion: There are even
many things, which Chriff did not tell
his apoftles, while he was with the,
and which, confequently, are peét to be!
found in the Gofpels. Hear our Lord’s;
own wotds, I have yet many things to fay
unto you, but you cannot bear them now ;
bowbeit, when the Spirit of Truth is come,
be will guide you into all truth, and wil
fhew you things to come. The apoftles,
after they had received the Holy Ghott,

were much more enlightned than be-
fore;
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fore; and therefore we meet, in their
writings, with the difcovery of many
things of the greateft importance, and
even fuch as are abfolutely neceffary for
our inftruction.

For the right underftanding of the
Lpiftles, the chief thing to be obferved,
1s the occafion and defign of writing
them. Though they treat of different
fubjects, as the exigences of the church
required at that time; yet what the
apoltles deliver upon thofe fubjects ferves
to clear up feveral points in religion.
Their aim, in general, was to preferve
in the Chriftian churches, then lately
founded by them, found do@rine, and
purity of manners; and to guard the
faithful againft the errors which many
perfons, converted to Chriftianity from
among the Fews and Gentiles, took great
pains to propagate, and thereby corrupt-
ed the doétrines and practices of Chrif-
tianity. ‘The grand defign of the apof-
tles in all their Epiftles, is to perfuade
Chriftians to perfevere in the faith, and
in 2 holy life; and therefore they all
end with earneft exhortations to the
praflice of the virtues and duties of

B 3 reli-
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religion : There are even {fome, which
were written with no other view, par-
ticularly the Epiftles ealled Catholick,
which, except a few places, wherein
the apoftles flightly touch upon fome
article of faith, confift wholly of mo-

ral precepts, and exhortations to true
holinefs.

II. From what has been faid, it ap-
pears, that the reading of the Old and
New Teftament is a molft excellent
means of inftrution and edification.
But before we can reap this advantage
from it, the heart and mind muit be
fitly difpofed for the reading of them,
The {criptures may be read, and wvery
ffequently too, and yet no advantage
enfue, it we read them only in a cur-
fory way, and for the fake of reading
It is with reading, as it 1s with prayer,

and other alts of religion; they are of
" no ufe, and even become finful, when

not. attended with the neceffary difpoﬁ-
tions,

ﬂe‘
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The neceffary difpofitions for reading the
Holy Scriptures.

- 1. The firft neceffary difpofition 1s
Attention 5 that i1s, when a man reads,
his mind fhould be free, compoled,
and difengaged from other thoughts.
Above all, we muft take heed that our
heart be not difordered by our paffions;
for the heart and the paflions are the
oreat caufe of diftration and inattention
in reading, as well as in prayer; the
mind naturally dwelling upon thofe
things, which have taken pofleflion of
the heart. For this reafon, 1t is con-
venient to make choice for reading, of
thofe feafons in which we ave dilengag-
ed from other things, and particularly
the morning. It is likewile of great
ufe, before we begin to read, to ftir up
our attention, by ferioufly confidering
what we are going about, and reflect-
ing, that when we read the {criptures,
God fpeaks to us, and by his word de-
fires to make us happy, and bring us to
everlafting life. To {ecure attention,
we muft likewife read with deliberation.
Many are very fond of reading a great

B4 deal,
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deal, and running over the icriptures in
a fhort time; forgetting that what
makes reading profitable 1s attention,
meditation, and lerious refleCtion on
what we read. Reading, which 1s the
nourifbment of the foul, is like food to
the body, which cannot fupport life and
vigour, unlefs it be chewed and digeft-
ed. Let us therefore avoid precipita-
tion, <o nothing in a hurry, and allow
ourfeives leifure to weigh and confider
well whar we read: To this end, we
muft avoid reading too long at a time;
for fhort readings are generally beft:
iowever, the following diftinétion may
be ¢ferved.  When we read the Hif-
torical Books, we may read more at a
time, and faﬁer s becaule hiftory 1s more
cenneéted, its tranfitions from one fub-
ject to another are not fo quick, and
its conneftion engages and keeps up
the attention, and makes it eafier to
retain what has been read. But when
chapters are read, which contain doc-
trines or precepts, as in the book of
Fob, in the Proverbs, and Epiftles,
one cannot read fo long together; be-
caufe each verfe demands a particular
confideration, and therefore, we muft

read
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read the lefs, and with the greater de-
liberation.

2. We mult read frequently and djj;-
gently.  No one can be fufficiently ac-
quainted with the feriptures, without
making them fimiliar by frequent read-
Ing. Regular and frequent reading
gives us an opportunity of meditating
on them the more; whereas thofe who
‘read but feldom, will never furnith their
-minds, much lefs fill their hearts, with
what is contained in thofe facred books.
Befides, a careful and conftant reading
will give us a greater relith for God’s
word ; which the more we read, and
meditate, the more beauties we difco-
ver 1n it; the more it enlightens the
underftanding, and fan&ifies and re-
joices the heart. A Chriftian, there-
fore, fhould make this divine word hig
regular ftudy ; fhould meditate therein
day and night; and as he every day
takes food tor the nourithment of Lis
body, fo thould he every day give his
foul that heavenly food, which will
nourith him to eternal life.

3. We muft read with judziment and
B ; dif~
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difcretion, it we would rightly under-
ftand the fenfe of fcripture, and dif-
cern the ufe we are to make of it.  If
this difpofition be wanting, we may
read without advantage, and even by
reading run into dangerous errors.

This judgment and difcretion 1s ne-
ceffary, Firft, In order to diftingumifh
how far what we read is the word of
God. For as there are many actions
related in {cripture, not for our imita-
tion, but rather to infpire us with hor-
ror and deteftation againft them; fo
there are many things, which were
not committed to writing to be the rule
either of our thoughts or ations. The
facred writers fometimes fet down the
fpeeches and fentiments of the wicked :
For inftance, in the prophet Malach:
we read thele words, It is in vain to
ferve God s and what profit is it that we
bave kept bis ordingnces? And in one
of St Pauls epiftles, we meet with
this maxim of earnal and profane men,
Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we
die : But when we read thefe, and fuch
like paffages, we muft remember, that
thofe who fpeak thus, are wicked men.

I And
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And even thofe, who are in {eripture
commended for their piety, did not al-
ways act in fri¢t conformity to it
Thus, when David vowed utterly to
deftroy Nabal’s houfe, we muft conclude
he finned in fo doing 5 and the difcourfes
of 7ob’s friends, though they are ex-
tremely beautiful and inftrultive, are
not to be approved of in every refpect ;
for it is faid, God was wroth with them,

becaufe they bad not [poken the toing that
was right,

This difcernment is likewife necef-
fary, in order to judge in what fenfe
we are to Interpret what we read
otherwife, we may often be greatly
miftaken. For example, when Mofes
fays, The Lord bardued Pharaok’s beart,
one might imagine the hardnefs of
mens hearts proceeds from God, and
that he is the author of it 5 which
would be a notion fhocking and blaf-
phemous to the higheft degree.  When
St Paul fays, That Fefus Chrift has de-
livered us from the law, that be bas
blotted out the hand-writing of ordi-
nances, that was agamf us, and that
we are quftified <withont the deeds of the

[a5e ,
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law , we muft confider in what fenle
‘he fays it; or elfe, we may run into
a moft pernicious error, and 1magine,
Chriftians are difpenfed with keeping
the moral law, and that good works
are not neceflary. Every day we hear
finners and libertines pervert texts of
fcripture, to excufe themfelves, and
extenuate their crimes. Unlearned and
unflable men, as St Peter oblerved in
his time, wreff that divine book #o
their ¢wn defiruttion. Examples of
this kind are innumerable ; which
proves, thatit is of the greateft impor-
tance to read the {criptures with pru-
dence and dilcretion.

One of the beft ways to prevent
miftaking the true fenfe of fcripture,
1s to have a conftant eye to the defign
which the facred writers had in view ;
to examine upon what occafion, and to
what end they fpeak ; to obferve the
connetion of what 1s faid, with what
precedes, and what follows; and to
compare what we read with other pal-
fages, which may ferve to explain it.
It any one fhould take all the verles
of the {criptures apart, as fo many un-

COR-
’t‘_‘.
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connected fentences, with each its pro-
per {fenfe and meaning, much like the
fentences in the book of Proverds, he
would run into very great errors. We
muft never lofe {ight of the end and
defign of what is faid, if we defire to
difcover the true meaning of God’s
word. ‘This we muft be particularly
careful to do in the books and chap-
ters which are doctrinal, and efpeci-
ally in the Epiftles ; which is the rea-
fon we have been obliged to add a

little to the length of the Arguments of
thofe chapters ™.

If a nght judgment be neceffary,
as we have obferved, in order to un-
derftand the fcriptures, it is not lefs
uleful in order to difcover the im-
provement we are to make of them.
To this end, it muft be confidered,
that the great defign of the {criptures,
and the ufe they fhould be applied to,
15 to produce in us true faith, and
the love of God, and thereby bring us
to eternal hite. Thefe things are writ-

fei,

fr— — - ——— iy e — .

- * See Ostervarp’s Arenments and Reflc-
foons,
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ten, fays St Fobn, that ye might believ
that Fefus is the Som of God, and tha
believing ye might have life through bi
name. St Paul {ays likewife, that what-
Joever things were written aforetime, were
written for our learning 5 that we, tord
patience and comfart of the foriptures,
might bave hope. 'This is the natural
and genuine effect of every part of re.
velation: Its dollrines are revealed,
that we may receive them with faith;
that they may purify our hearts, and
lead us to love and fear God ; its com-
mandments were given, that we might
keep them; its promifes and threaten-
ings tend wholly to diffuade us from
that which 15 evil, and incline us to
that which is good ; and the examples
which the {criptures fet before us, have
the fame tendency.

Therefore, whenever we read the
{criptures, we muft endeavour to dif-
cover, firft, what 1s of ufe to inftru&t ™
and inform us; and then, what tends |
to fanéhify us, and bring us to God;
that what we read may always excite
us more and more to piety, and difpole

us
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us to live a godly life. Moreover, it is
of great importance, for every one to
take notice of what particularly con-
cerns himfelf, and what bears the great-
eft affinity to his own circumitances
and neceffittes. In this impartial ap-
plication to ourfelves, of what we
meet with in God’s word, confifts the
right ufe of this book. This St Fames
teaches us, when he fays, If any man
be a bearer of the word, and not a docr,
be is like unto a man bebolding bis na-
tural face in a glafss for be beboldeth
bimfelf, and goeth bis way, and firaight-
way forgetteth what manner of man be
was. Whereas the wife and faithful
hearers of the word, are thofe who fe-
rioufly and attentively confider and me-
ditate upon it, and obey its commands.
By which the Apoftle thews, that the
ufe we muft make of the holy crip-
tures, is to learn obedience; that we
muft read and hear them with a defign
to grow better ; and that he who does
not make this ufe of them deceiveth bis
own [oul.

4. The {criptures muft be read with

Jubmiffion, and obedience of fasth. Since
it



g8  The Difpoptions necefJary for

it is God who {peaks in them, we have
nothing to do, but to be well affured,
that we rightly underftand their mean-
-ing, which 1s never difficult in things
neceflary to falvation; and then, we are
-with fubmiffion and docility to receive
whatever they reveal, and make that
the rule of our faith and pracice.
Therefore, when we read the hiftories
recorded in the fcriptures, we muft be-
lieve them as firmly as if we were ‘eye-
witnefles of every event ; which we have
the more reafon to do, as there is no |
hiftory which is attended with fo many
convincing proofs of its truth and cer-

tamty

When the {criptures propofe doc-
trines, as the objects of our faith, we
muft embrace them without the Ieaﬁ
doubt or hefitation. It the doltrines
revealed are of {fuch a nature, that it
is impoflible fully to comprehend the
reafon, or the manner of their exiftence,
this fhould not in the leaft ftagger our
faith. 'We mutt confider, that. the moft
evident and inconteftable truths, if we

attempt to fathom them, are attended
- with
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with difficulties, which no one canre-
folve. Therefore, it muft be prudent,
as well as pious, upon fuch occafions,
not to give way to a {pirit of curiofitys
but to lay afide vain reafonings, and rafh
inquiries, which would only ferve to
tempt us to doubting and infidelity.
God has fpoken, and let that fuffice,

When we read the commands and
precepts, which God has given us in
his word to be the rule of our aions,
it 18 our duty to believe, that obedi-
ence and conformity to them is abfo-
lytely and indifpenfibly neceflary. And
as the {enfe of the {criptures is never ob-
fcure in this refpect, and it is impofiible
we fhould be deceived, unlefs we wil-
tully fhut our eyes againft the truth; all
we have to do is, with humility, and
an honeft heart, to fubmit to whatever
God 1s pleafed to command; continu-
ally remembring, that as he has an ab-
folute right and authority to command
our Obedience, {o are we fure, he will
require nothing of us, but what tends
to make us happy. Should the divine

-commands appear ever fo difagreeable,
| and
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and thwart our moft favourite paffions
and inclinations, it {uffices, that God
has faid, This do, to make it our duty
to obey; or, This ye fhall not do, to
oblige us to abftain. We muft filence
our paffions, and not liften to the fug-
geftions of our own hearts; for our paf-
fions are the enemies, which raife all
the difficulties we meet with 1n the way
of God’s commands, and fuggeft falle
reafons to excule our difobedience.
And if, to this end, it be neceflary to
refift our inclinations, and do violence
to ourfelves, let us remember, this i3
the beft proof we can give, that faith,
and the love of God, is the ruling prin-
ciple of our ations. Refifting our in-\
clinattons, and overcoming our natural
reluctance, is the only teft of our obe-
dience, and a proof, that our will is In
entire {ubmiffion to the divine. But it
is a dangerous thing, and repugnant to
the nature of faith, to argue, when
God commands, and to difpute, either
- about the nature or neceffity of our duty.
To banifh all falfe reafonings, and all
vain pretences, whereby men endeavour
to elude the exprefs declarations of

God’s
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God’s word, is the reafon, why the
apoftles, when {peaking of the laws by
which we fhall be judged, fo frequent-
ly advife us, Not to be deceived, nor [uf-

fer ourfelves to be feduced by philofophy and
vain decest, and the like.

Laftly, This fubmiflion muft take
place, likewife, in the promifes and
threatnings contained in the {criptures
that is, when they defcribe the happi-
nefs of the life to come, or the punifh-
ments referved for the wicked, we
ought no more to doubt of the certain-
ti of thofe promifes, or threatnings,
than it we now actually faw the com-
pletion of them, and the great day of
retribution was already come. This is
one of the principal effets of faith.
Fuith, fays St Paul, is the [ubflance of
things hoped for, and the evidence of
things not feen. Now, fince fuch is the
nature of that fubmiffion of faith, which
ought to accompany the reading of the
fcriptures ; if we have it not, we fhall
read them and hear them in vain, The
word doth not profit, unlefs it be attended
With faith in them that bear it,

5. The
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5. The laft difpofition with which
the {criptures ought to be read, is prety
and devotion. This difpofition is the
principal, and includes all the reft.
He that reads the {criptures, muft have
a love for truth and virtue ; thould have
a heart inclined to good, and fincerely
defirous to know the will of God, and
to do 1t.  This upright intention is
what our Lord calls in the Golpel, An
honeft, and good beart, which makes a
man, when be bas beard the word, keep
it, and bring forth fruit with patience.
This makes the mind attentive, infpires
it with that prudence and judgment,
which is {o neceffary to the right under-
ftanding of what God would have us
know and do to be faved. Thofe who
have this pious intention, this honeft
heart, fail not to enter into the true
fenfe of the {criptures, and to difcover
their beauties. This Fefus Chrift teach-
es us, in thefe remarkable words, If
any man will do the will of God, be
Joall know of my dolirine. God mani-
fefts himfelf to thofe that feek him;
and fheds abroad in their hearts the

all- .
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all-quickning light of his holy Spirit,
and furnifhes them with the moft ufeful
knowledge.

To conclude the whole, As the
reading of the {criptures requires 2
pious heart, fo does it likewife demand
a heart truly devont.  Devotion, which,
by the conteflion of all who make any
pretences to religion, 1s a neceflary qua-
lification in prayer, is not lefs requifite
in reading. When God {peaks to us in
his word, we ought not to be lefs af-
feted with thofe fentiments of reve-
rence, zeal, joy, and love, which de-
votion infpires, than we ought to be,
when we {peak to him in our pray-
ers: Nay, prayer itfelf {hould always
accompany our reading. ‘There 1s no
better way to prepare to hear the voice
of God, than to call upon him, and
lift up our bearts unto bim. It is by
humbly imploring the affiftance of the
holy Spirit, that we obtain that grace,
which prepares the heart, and difpoles
it to love God, and keep his command-
ments. By this alone, the reading of
the holy fcriptures will become profit-

able
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able to our falvation, and bring us to
that happy end, for which God has
pleafed to commit them to writing.
God grant, that the refleftions now
made, and thofe which are difperfed
through the body of this * Work, may

produce this effect on thofe that read
them.

o

* That is, The Arguments and Reflections on the
O/ and New Teffament, as before mentioned.
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