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3 confiderable Figure

of the Ztalian Princes, but does alfo
B Pretend to the Soveraignty of Chri-

B fairs ; and doesin cffe@, Exercife fuch

THE

OF

Popedom.

HE POPEDO M may be
confiderd Two ways ; Firft,
Asit’s Dotrine,which is fin-
gular, and different from

that of other Chriftians, does fall in

with the Holy Scripture, and does ei-

ther impede or promote the means of -

.8 our Salvation; the confideration there-

of, as ’tistaken in this Sence, we leave
to the Divines, And Secondly, As
the Pope does not only make a very

amongft the reft

ftendom, at leaft in all Spiritual -Af-

'
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2 The Diftey
a Supreme Authority over all the

States of Europe, tha.t have t.hc fame
Sentiments in Religion, with him,
’I'is this fecond Confideration, which §
particularly and immediately belongs i
to the Politicians, fince fuch a {piritual
Soveraignty does not only bridle the
Supreme Power of every State, but is
altogether abfurd,and inconfiftent with
the nature of fuch a Power. Hence
is it, That Religion is fo confounded
and intangled with the politick Inte.
refts of Rome, that he who will undf:r-
ftand the latter, muft be pe_rfe&ly in-
form’d of the Rife of that {piritual Mo-
narchy, and by what means it is Ar- |
1ivid to fo prodigious a Growth, and
what Intrigucs are ufed to preferve it
ufurped Greatnefs. For thereby, will
likewife appear, what relation it has {%
with the Controverfies {0 rife at pre
fent among the Wiffers Chriftians; :
and how far one may attribute thofe |
difagrecing Sentiments of Religion, ei
ther to different Interpretations of the

Seriptures, or to the profpett of Tem-
pora! Interefts :  After a flri€t Exami-
ngtion of which, we will leave it t0
the Judgment of Wife and Impa&za;

uf JPopevom,

Men to determine, whether there can
be any hopes of a Reconciliation,
- Sedt. 2. Ifwe will afcend to the firft
: caulés of the thing, we fhal] find that
| before our Saviour's Birth, the whole
- World, excepting the Fewilh Narion,
- Was benighted in the darkeft Igno-
rance of Divine Affairs: For what
they did hold forth in general, con-
. cerning the Nature of their Gods, .
confifted moftly “in improbable and
impudent Fables, Tis true, fome of
the moft Learned among the Heathens,
could Difcourfe more rationally of the
Divinity, and State of the Soul ; buti¢
was {0 dubious, imperfe® and ill-
grounded a Defcription they made
thereof, that they themflves fcarce
knew what they meant. The moft
fthem, were well enough convinced,
hat they were oblig’d to the Exercifg
and Praftice of Virtue, buc they knew
g0 farther Effeés thereof, than that
dvantage and Honour which they
njoy’d thereby in civil Conver-
ation ; for as for what the Poets held
reth concerning the Rewards which
he juft, and the Torments. which




4 The Hiftory
Lifes thole that would pafs for the
wifeft Men, laugh’d at 1r,.eﬁeemmg
it nothing more than a witty Fable,
and Bug-bears, invented to frighten the %
unthinking Mobi'e, into their Devoirs,
The reft of the People, liv'd, without
propofing to themfelves any other
cnds, and in that which the Heathens
named Religion, there was not to be
found any Rules or Formularics, inc'ud:
ing the principal Matters of Divinr
ty. The greateft pait of lh?l‘ Divine
Worlhip, confifted in Sacritices, Ce-
remonics, and certain Holy - Days,
which were more {pent in Plays, and
Debauchcs, than any inquiry into D g
_ vinethings ; fo that from fuch a Hea
theni(h Religion, one could ncither
reccive any Edification in this 'Llfe‘;
nor any hopes of a furure Happinels
in the nexr. | i
Sect. 3. In thofe times,the Fews were g
the only People to whom God vouch-
fafed to reveal the True Religion, and
mcans of Fternal Salvation. But be
twixt that and the Chriftian Religt
on, the difference is very confidera
ble, not only in that the Redeemer of

the World, and the Fauntain of Salva-
: tion

of JPopevom, 5

tion was reprefented ‘to the Fews by
Types and Figures, whereas the Chri-
ftian Religion comprekends the rea-
lity, and accomplifhment thereof ;
but forafmuch as the Religion of the
Fews was drefs’d up with abuadance of
tedious Ceremonies, whereof the great-
eft pare had refpet to the Policy, and
natural Inclinations of that People,
which were great obftacles to  the
growth of their Religion, and ren-
der’d it morally impofiible to become
Univerfal, and ferve for all the World.
’[is true, the other Nations were not
fo totally excluded, that through Faith
in Jefus Chrift, they could not like-
wife be faved ; to which end, there
were among the fews, fome godly and
zealous men, that made it their bufi-
nefs to convert the Heathens, cfpe-
cially, thofe with whom they had to
do; but it did not yet pleafe the All-
wife God ro fend out his Embaffa-

“dors or Apoltles, honour’d with efpe-

cial and cxtraordinary Gifts over all
the Earth, to turn all Nations to the
Fewifh Faith ; and the pains that fome
particulars took in the Converfion of
the Infidels, could not producc any

B3 greag



6 The Diftory

great cffe@s, in relation to the whole
World. And forafmuch asthe Jews in
thofe times, being the Select People of

God,had the advantageaboveall others, -

and that the only Temple of the Truc
God was amongft them, they valud
themfelves highly therefore, and defpi-
fed all the reft of the World in compa-
~ nifon with themfclves, Befides, They
were oblig’d, upon the Account of
their Ceremonics, to abftain from g
too freeand familiar Converfation with
other Nations, which produc’d an im-
placable and reciprocal hate betwixt
them; {0 that they were fet againft all
the World, ard all the World againft
them ; and confequently, deftroy’d all
hopesof the propagation of their Reli-
glon:Again,theHeathens could not eafi-
ly be periwaded,that when they would
Solemnly pay their Adorations to God
Almighty, .they muft make a long
Journey to Ferafalem, asif they them-
felves could not build a Temple in their
own Country, which fhould enjoy
the fame privilege, as that of the
Faws. To which prejudice we may
add, that thofe who were converted
to the Fewifb Religion, were not. fo
I " - much

of 1Popenoi, 7
much eftcem’d as the Natives of the
Country, fo that a very few could
refolve for Religion’s fake, to expofe
themfelves to that contempt, which is
ufinally the fate of ftrangers to endure.

seit. 4. But the Chriftian Religion
has not only a much purer and clearer
Light, and other Advantages above the
Fewifh, which we leave to be conﬁdc%
cd by the Divines ; but it is alfo free’c
from thofe ftreightning Circumitances,
which render’d the Fewsfb Religion fo
particular, and it has all the Qualities
that are requifite to the compoﬁqon
ofan Univerfal Religion, upon which
Aczount, all men are oblig’d to em-
biace the fame, which ought efpecial-
Iy to be obferved. by one that will
cnquire into the Nature and Genius
of the Chriftian Religion; forin th_lg,
God has not fet apart any particular
Land or Country, wherehe wrl’l more
peculiarly be Ador’d, mor endu'd atlly
with a privileg’d Holinefs above the
reft ; fo that, the inconvenience and
great diftancc of God’s Temple, can
now, no longer be a pretext to this lox
thay People ;. fo}f mb;ﬂl Nz:ltuéz‘;‘l,t;izg
oiferipg- mble and
foérmg, o an e B 4 “heart,



8 The Hiftoy

heart, isequally agrceable to the cqm.
mon Saviour of the whole World .
nor is there any one Temple, where
‘God is more prefent, or our Prayers
fooner accepted, than inanother. No
Nation profefing the Chriftian Re-
ligion has fuch Advantages above the
reft, whereupon to value its felf, and
undervalue its Neighbour. There is
no diftinttion of Jew or Greek,
Bondman,or Free,but we'are all in Jefus
Chrift ; there is no particular Race
or Family feleGted by God for the
performing Divine Service, as a-
mong the Fews; but all other abili-
ties concurring, otte has as much right
thereto, as another.  Thereis nothing
in the Chriftian Religion that-hinders
us from maintaining a good Union
and Correfpondence with all men, or
to render one another thofe mutual
good Offices which the Law of Na-
ture requires from-us. The Chrifti-
an Religion fimply confider’d, and in
Its natural Purity, difpoil'd of all
Worldly views and interefts, has not
the leaft jarring or diftord with the

Laws and” Civil Society, in as much

as they agree with the DiQates of
S L right

R VWP S

of 1Popehan. 0
right Reafon, but rgxthcr contributes
much to the cementing and eorrobo-
rating of the fame, th(‘)’ that is not
its principal end or defizn. - There
is nothing that docs clath with the
ends of Civil Government, or thar
fhould hinder us from living honour-
ably, quictly and fccurely under the
Prote€tion of our Rulers; {o thar ¢-
very Chriftian may yield an exaét
and pertect obedience to every com-
mand of the Secular Power, as long
as {uch commands do not recede from
the Law of Nature, right Reafon, and
the Neceffities of the State ; as like-
wife, he may fill cvery charge and
employ , that is neceflary in a well
govern’d Common-wealth : On  the
contrary . the Chriflian Religion s
moft fit thereto, for it does require
in us, a ftri€l obfervation of all the
Precepts of the Law of Nature, and
efpecially, thole the breach whercot
is not obnoxious to the punifhment
of any Civil Laws, and docs yecom-
mend to every one, thic performance
of his charge, as far as it concurs
with the Laws of Nature and Ho-
nour, with the greateft Zeal and 1a-

' deliny
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heart, isequally agreeable to the com.-
mon  Saviour of the whole World .
nor is therc any one Temple, where
God is more prefent, or our Prayers
fooner accepted, than inanother. "No
Nation profeffing the Chriftian Re-
ligion has fuch Advantages above the
reft, whereupon to value its felf, and
undervalue its Neighbour.  There is
no diftinction of Jew or Greek,
‘Bondman,or Free,but welare all in Jefus
Chrift ; there-is no particular Race
or Family feleted by God for the
performing Divine Service, as a-
mong the Fews; but all other abili-
tics concurring, orte has as much righe
thercto, as another. Thereis nothing
Inthe Chriftian Religion that hinders
us from maintaining a good Union
and Correfpondence with all men, or
to render one another thofe mutual
good Offices which the Law of Na-
ture requires from-us. The Chrifti-
an Religion fimply confider’d, and in

Its natural Purity, difpoil'd of all

Worldly views and interefts, has not

the leaft jarring or diftord with the

Laws and’ Civil Society, in as much

3 they agree with thq DiQates of

L right

of JPopebom. 9
right Reafon, bug rather contributes
much to the cementing and cerrobo-
rating of the fame, tho’ that is not
its principal end or defign.  There
is nothing that does clafh with the
ends of Civil Goverpment, or that
{hould hinder us from living honour-
ably, quietly and fccurely under the
Prote€tion of our Rulers; fo that e-
very Chriftian may yield an exa&
and perfe& obedience to every com-
mand of the Secular Power, as long
as fuch commands do not recede from
the Law of Nature, right Reafon, and
the Neceffities of the State ; as like-
wife, he may fill every charge and
employ , that is neceflary in a well
govern’d Common-wealth : On  the
contrary , the Chriftian Religion is
moft fic thereto, for it does require
in us, a ftri@ obfervation of all the
Precepts of the Law of Nature, and
efpecially, thofe the breach whereof
is not obnoxious to the punifhment
of any Civil Laws, and does recom-
mend to every one, the performance
of his charge, as far as it concurs
with the Laws of Nature and Ho-

nour, with the greateft Zeal and Fi-
' delity

\ ¢
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delity imaginable ; {0 that there js no
fort of Philofophy in the World, nor
any other Religion whatfoever, thac
can compare with the Chriftian in
thofe points ; as may be feen ac firft
fight, by any one that will take the
pains to make a parallel of them to-
gether ; o that, it is not only the
obligation of every particular man, in
as much as he is one day to give an
agcount to God for his Soul, to em-
brace the Chriftian Religion ; but all
thole whom God has entrufted with
the Supreme Power, are particularly
bound, for reafons before mentioned,
to intreduce aed maintain it in their
States, and that by an obligation,
which does necefarily follow the cx.
ercife of their Office. " Now tho’ thefe
effets are not every where equally
vifibleamong Chriftians,and that there
are found fome, who lead as irregu-
lar and diforderly lives, as the worft
of Turks and Infidels ; the blame is
not to be laid vpon the Chriftian Reli-
glon, bue is to be imputed to the
malice and perverfencfs of mankind,
who only hide their impicty under
that Sacred Veil, and do little trouble
. them-

. - o . i e R R )
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fclves to put in practice the moft
zl:cf:g}l:nt Leﬂ“o*:ls, which the bcﬁot, Re-
ligions does continually fuggeft to’em.
Seit. 5. But as all thefe things can-
not be doubted of by the more Learn-
cd fort of Men, {o there occurs here

"a very confiderable queftion, namely,

Whether the Chriftian Religion docs
indifpenfibly require, that the exter-
nal Dire&@ion of it, fhould depend
of any other than thofe who have the
Supteme Poweér and Adminiftration of
Affairs in every State? Or, (whichis
the fame in ¢ffe€t) Whether the ex-
ternal Government thereof, _fhoulld re-
fide conjointly in the Priefls* and
Clergy, or in any one of them, with-
out any dependance on the Supreme
Sccular Powers? Or ¢lfe, Whether
there mult be but one Soveraign Dire-
&or of the Chriftian Religion, whom
all other Chriftian States {hall blind-
ly obey 2 All which Queries, as fot_nc.:
think, do finally terminate in this :
Whether each State ought to regu-
late its felPaccording to its own In-
tereft and Advantage? Or, Whether
all other States ought to make them-
felves Slaves to one, and feek to rea-
der it great and flourithing by t(!;\(‘:yx;
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owl? Llc])fs and Deftruction ?

By the cxternal Government
Diretion of the Chriftian Relig’io(r)lr
we unglerﬁaflc_i fuch a Power which,
exerts it fclf in the choice it makes

of certain Perfons to be employ’d in the

publick exercife of Divine '
referving to its felf the Juriﬁsi(i:gilgs’
and free Liberty of enquiring into the
()Zamagc and Demeanour of thofe
Perfons: The Adminiftration and Di-
fpofal of all fuch Goods as fhall be
Confecrated to Religion and  Pious
Ufes ; by Enalting fuch Laws as fhall
be thought neceffary for the Support
and * Maintaining  of Religion P in
deciding all Differences and Dif[;utes
:111’3:1 up?n ag occafion may arife a.
the Clergy, '

of};}% ne nau?r)::. and other things
. And we diftinguifh this e
Direltion from the Minifter )(()tfert[;?é
Church, which confifts in Teaching
Preaching and Adminiftring the Holy’
Sacraments, which beyond all difpute
does alone belong to the Clergy ; but
this queftion is to be underftood, de
Ecclefiz jam plantata, & conitituta, non

the

of 1Popenont 13
the Church which is already Efta-
blithed, and not ef that which 1s
yet to be founded. For the Chrifti-
an Dodcrine, originally proceeding
from the Divine Revelation, and In-
{piration of the Holy Ghoft, no Hu-
man Power can be admitted to the
Dire&ion thereof, before that it be
manifefted and laid open by thofe that
are immediately Authoriz’d by God
for that purpofe. So likewife, when
our Saviour after his Refurre&ion,
fent out his Difciples as his Apo-
{tles and Embaffadors over all the
World, to promulge, and introduce
the Doctrine of the Holy Gofpel, they
did not receive this Commiflion and
Plenipotential right of Preaching here
and there from the Supreme Magi-
frate, but from God alone ; to which
cherefore the King was as much ob-
lig'd to fubmit, as the meaneft of his
Subjeds, they being the immediate
Meffengers of God, and to receive
their Do&rine with all humility and
obedience: Befides, it would be very
unreafonable and ridiculous to afpire
to the Dire&ion of Affairs, whereof'

From

they had not the lealt Cognizance..

SV,
i
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From whence it doesalfo neceffarily
follow , that this queflion is to be

underftood of thofe Supreme Powers,
which themfelves do profefs the Chyi.
ftian Religion, and not of Infidels or
Hereticks. for to commit the Care
and Diretion of our Religion to fuch,

were to fet the Wolf to keep the -

Sheep.

Sect. 6. This queftion may be con-
fider'd three feveral ways. 1. Whe-
ther fuch a Neceffity does arife from
the Nature of each Religion in ge-
neral 2 Or, 2. Whether it be a pe-
culiar Effe& of the Chriftian Religi-
on ! And Laftly, Whether it js
grounded on any pefitive Command
and Order of God? . That fuch {hould
proceed from the common and’ upj.

-verfal Nature of every Religion we
can in no wifc perceive, Nor can
a2 fenfible man be eafily brought to
believe, That to ferve God rightly,
he muft of neceffity, make a Schifma
in the State, and introduce two jar-
ring Powers independant of each o-
ther : Such a Divifion or Compofiti-
an of the. Soveraign Power in the
fame Republick, is the ready means
Lo ' of

of 1Popedom. . 1 5;
| ing an unquenchable Fire o
gig)rrl?gts),t?irs, and internal Jealou-
fies ; whereas on the contrary, the!'e
is no abfurdity or congrafixaxon in
ferving God, and committing the ex-
ternal Dire@ion of Divine Ser\;:_ce to
the Soveraign Powers, with t'l‘ls re-
firi&ion that the Soveraign wi II-;Ot
undertake to impofe any Falfe or He-
ical Opinions on -us. )
rctigal]ikg manner, as every o?e hxs
naturally oblig’d to ferve God, fo he
likewife has the Power of Inftituting
fuch external Signs of his Adoration, a;
he is perfwaded tobe moft pleaﬁn%:n
agreeable to God. But fo foorx;r?s an&
kind fet themfelves tothe fo x;:g and
compofing of civil Sacieties, they a
bandon’d all their rlght and g_)ocw&qr
to thofe to whom belong the dtlr 5(1;
on and management of the whole
“Th i ilias or Fa-
he ancient Patres-Fami |
the—:l;s of the Family, before the cohq;
firu@tion of any Republick, have t ld
right f{olely feated in the'm-{'elvss} ?':d
which from them was wont to 9lce .
‘to the firft born of the F:nm;3 };(’ee a-
Hareditas Eximia , the more oo
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culiar Effe& of the Chriftian Religi-
on ? And Laftly, Whether it is
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Proceed from the common and uni-
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can in no wife perceive, Nor can
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ine an unquenchable Fire of
ODfiI?rT[eirsl,tllf‘grs, an(cli internal Jealou-
fies 5 whereas on the contrary, there
is n,o abfurdity or cont.ra.dxalgn in
ferving God, and committing the ex-
ternal Direétionpof vau:;ig‘crt\ﬁ;crtc(z
eraign Powers, W ]
;‘chrti:&?gx‘ll thz%t the Soveraign wnl'l ;;ot
undertake to impofe any Falfe or He-
1 inions on us. ]
rc{ll;allgg manner, as- every o{qehw
naturally oblig’d to ferve Goﬁz o.ne
likewife has the Power of Inflituti i
fuch external Signs of his Adorz(x‘uon, ad
he is perfwaded to be moft plea m%v;u:l 1
agrecable to God. But fo foon as and
kind fet then;fclvgf tg th}; ggﬁl:!lll% ; d
ing of civil Societies,
f)?\r:dpoorf’dgall their rlght and dgo:gx:
to thofe to whom belong thch nlr Sc;
on and management of the whole
cw’tl"yt;e ancient Patres-Familias or ‘Fa'-
thers of the Family, before the cc;‘r:;
firu&ion of any chublyck, have tnd
right folely feated in them-felvssi_ ?nd
which from them was wont to glce d
‘to the firk born of the Family, :

' ¥ Exeel
Hareditas Eximia, the more ol
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lent and Eminent Part of their In-

heritance: But fo foon-as men with’

‘ane common accord,united themfelves
inrocivil Socieries and Common-weals,
this Power was transferr’d from the
Head of each Family, to the Head
of the Republick ; and this was done
upon very weighty reafons, for if it
had been lcft to every mans fancy
and pleafure, what fort of Ceremo-
nies he would obferve in the exter-
nal Adoration of God, the firange and
contrary varieties® of f{erving God,
would have produc’d nothing but
Hate, Contempt, and irreconcileable
Diffentions amongft the Subje&s of
the fame State. And althe’ among
.Gods People, the Fews, the publick
.Adminiftration of Divine Service, was
become hereditary, and tied to one

certain Family ; yet the Soveraign ~ }

infpe&tion and care of the Priefs, did
only belong to them who had the
Soveraign Authority in the Civil Go-
vernment. The fame thing has like-
wife been obferv’d by almoft all the
other Nations. -

. Sedt. 7. Nor can we perceive,, that
fuch a Dire@ion muft neceffarily be-
L ' long

long to any other than the Soveraign
of each State, or the neceflity there~
of be prov’d from any Identity or par-
ticular quality of the Chriftian Reli-
gion as far as it docs comprehend in
its felf fomething more than is fug-
gefted to us by the Light of Nature,
concerning the Divine Worfhip =
Whileft we always take it for grant-
ed, That the Soveraign, by Virtue of

that external Direcion, neither can,’

nor will introduce any thing contra-
ry to God’s Holy Word, nor hinder
the Minifters from the performance
of their Office, according to the Di-
vine Precepts.

Befides, There can no reafon be
given, why the Supreme Powers fhould
be incapable of ever attaining thofe
Qualifications which are requir'd to
this external Care and Direction of
the Church; or at leaft, that they
{hould not be able to commit this Di-
rection to fome of their Subj'e&s, that
are beyond exception qualiti’d for fuch
an employ: After the fame manner
as other parts of the Soveraignty are
often Adminiftred by the SubjeQs.
So no body prefumes to deprive the

Soveraigm

\
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Soveraign of his Legiflative Faculey,

“or pretends a beteer Right, tho’ ’tis

certain, that every Doctor-and Pro-
feffor of Law, ought to be infinitely
better vers’d therein, than any King
can be; who, as'in all other Impor-
tant Affairs, ought al{o herein, to make
ufe of their Counliel, and profit him-
felf of the Fruits of their long Study
and Experience. For a Brave and
Wife King, far from ‘making it his
Intereft, that his Subjets fhould ac-
quit themfelves ill of thofe Offices
he has entrufted ‘'em with, may ra-
ther (conformably to his Duty ) ex-
tradt incredible Advantages from the
good and faithful management of what
he has committed to them. For the
more Diligent and Zealous he isin the
‘Maintenance and Support of the Chri-
ftian Religion, the more capable his
Subjeéts are of ferving him, and the
more affur’d is he of God’s Help and
Affitance.  Befides, ceteris paribus,

’tis impoffible to give any Reafon, why

God Almighty fhould not grant his
‘Grace and Affiftance to an Orthodox

theryin the good and laudable Admini-
» ftration
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ftration of fuch a DireQtion.  Laftly,
Whileft the Chriftian Religion in no
other point does encroach.upon the
Civil Laws and Ordinances, o far as
they fall in with the Law of Nature,
we ought not to believe, that it breaks
its bounds in this, unlefs we had a
formal and pofitive aflivance thereof,
from God himfelf. Thofe therefore
that will perfitt in the Defence of
{uch an Abfurdity, are oblig'd to de-
monfirate, where the Holy Scripture
in exprefs Terms, deprives the Su-
preme Civil Magiftrate of this Dire-
&ion, to beftow it on another inde-
pendent, and not acknowledging any
Earthly Superiour. Inthe mean while,
we will proceed to examine, how,
and by what fteps, fuch a Spiritual
Soveraignty, has attain’d to {o mon-
ftrous a Degree in the Wefters Chur-
ches. -

Sect. 8. When the Aﬁoﬁles, after
our Saviour’s Afcention, had begun to
Preach the Holy Gofpel to all Peo-
ple, being appointed thereto, by their
Mafter’s immediate Commands ; they

Chriftian King, as well as o any o- :.\;_' did, in a fhort time, gain an incredi-

ble number of Profelytes, as well a-
Cz2 mong(t
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mongft the Jews as Gentiles, and
efpecially of the common People, then
opprefs'd: with a miferable Ignorance,
and leading a wretched and beaftly
Life. They therefore embraced this

Dorine with a great deal of Joy, ' }

~ wherein they found unfpeakable Com-
forts againft the inconveniences, and
defperate Sorrows of this temporary
Life.-

Befides, The Apoftles being them-

felves of low Birth, and as to out- 4
ward appearance , making a very in- 8

confiderable figure, found an eafier Ac-
cefs, and could better infinuate their
, Opinions into the minds of their e-
quals. Whereas the great Men, and
" the moft Learn’d; flighted this up-
ftart Religion in the beginning, nor
~ thought it worth their while to make
any exa& inquiry into the Myfteries
thereof.

If men may prefume to examine the

Reafons of the Divine Wifdom, and
why it was pleas’d to make ufe of
fuch means in the firft Introdution
of the Chriftian Religion; the moft
probable feems to be, that God for-
bore to make ufe of Power, or the

h Autho-
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Authority of the Supreme Magiftrate,
left the Purity of the Gofpel might
be miftaken for a Politick Device, or
a Philofophical Speculation. . Wherc-
as if a man compates the inconfidera-
ble beginning with the wonderful Pro-
grefs, he will eafily oblerve, that
there is fomething more than Humane
in it; efpecially, confidering that the
moft Learned among the Heathens,
with all their Subtilties, with all their
Helps of Art and Nature, could but
flightly and fuperficially penetrate in-
to the Reafon and Caufes of Divine
Things; and that the Great Socrafes
amongft the reft, tho’ he clearly difco-
verd the blind Superftition and Igno-
rance of his Age. yet had not Power
enough to introduce a better ; but as
2 Reward for his good Defign, . fuf-
fer’d Death as an Heretick and Inno-
vator of the Eftablifh’d 'Religion:
Whereby we are given to under and,
That the Wifdom of the World is
but Folly with God, who could per-
fe& a work, by the means of poor
ignorant  Fefbermen, which all the
united Wits of the greateft Philofo-
phers, were not able to fet oo foot.
| C3 Befides,
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Befides, The Apoftles manner of a&-
ing, feem’d very odd to the more ra-
tional fort of People; they thought it
firange to hear a Crucified Jefus, the
greateft Subje€t of their Sermons;
and that they fhould name him the
Son of God, and Saviour of the
World, who was born among a Peo-
ple derided and defpifed as the {cum
of the Earth, and the abje& of all Na-
tions ; nor was this Jefus in any great
Repute in the World, nor had he fig-
naliz’d himfelf’ by any Famous He-
roical A&ions; or by a great many
Years Preaching and Teaching, {pread
his Name abroad among the People ;
but on the contrary, was cut off in
the Flower of his Age, by a moft
fcandalous and fhameful Death.
Wherefore, the Fefuits in their en-
deavours of planting the Gofpel a-
mongft the cunning Chinefes, do not
begin it from the Paffions of Chrift,
but do firft Reafon and Difcourfe up-
on Natural Religion, and then after
a long round about, fall upon the
Articles of the Chriftian Faith, which

‘whether they can by thefe devices and

politick Methods, better infinuate into
’ thofe
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thofe unbelievers, than the Apoftles,
I {hall not now examine. One may
alfo add, That it feem’d good to God,
to defiver firft the molt fimple, and
the meaneft of the People out of that
Heathenifh Blindnefs, finee they were
maintain'd and: kept under ma con-
tinual Superftition by the great ones,
who, tho’ they eafily perceivid the
cheat and vanity of Pa&amﬁn, yet,
with-held by their Intereft and qulc}-
ly .Confiderations, did not think it
worth while to feek after a_better.
‘Thus God by his withdrawing the
Mobile from their Heathenifh man-
ner of ferving him loofned the very
Foundations of this Grand Machine,
and thereby deftroy’d the Form and
Superftruture_thereof. ~ For the Ig-
novance and Credulity of the com-
mon People was the great Bafis by
which Paganifm was alone fuftain-

. ¢t 9. After that, the Chriftian
Religion was communicated firft bto
the common Pcople, as we have be-
fore fhew'd; the greateft Oppofitior:
it met withal, was from the Roman
Emperors, for as in their Domunions,

: - C4 it

s
',‘w"!’




24 @he Diftozp

it had taken the decpeft Root, and |
made the greateft Progrefs, fo was

it there moft cruelly Perfecuted and
Opprefled ; to which did not a little
Contribute their Ignorance of this
New Religion, what its Principles,
and what its Defign was; to which
Caufe we may add the great Num-
ber of Profelytes daily- gain’d by the
Publifhers of the Gofpel, who all of
“em, openly contemn’d the Heathenifh
‘Rites and Ceremonies. Befides, The
Emperors thought it much below
em, and a derogation from their
Dignities, to enter into a more par-
ticular examination of this Doétrine.
The firft Chriftians alfo, being for the
moft part,very-unlearn’d,were not able
to reduce their Religion into any Me-
thod or Form, wherein to prefent it
to thofe that were in Authority,
which was the occafion that the moft
malicious Lyes and Calumnies of their
Enemies were taken up for great
Truths, even, by thofe that caft an

indifferent  Eye on that Religion.

They were accus'd of. praifing all

forts of Debauchery and Immodefty,

n their fecret No&turpal Affemblies ;

nay,

they did not ftick to traduce them
2?yl’xold}1’ng private Cabals and Con-
fpiracies againft the State. There
were a great many, that had an Aver-
fion for all lnnovations, whdfe Ar-
gument was, That fince the Roman
Common-wealth had {o bravely fub-
fited with its Old Religion for fo
many Hundred Years, Why could it
not make the fame fhife ftill? And
twas particularly, againft all Rules
of Policy, to fuffer the Moétle, to
begin fo great a Revolution, as if
they were wifer than their Lords and
Rulers: And that which lookt moft
fufpicious, was, That the Chriftians
had conftituted among themfclves,
a fort of Ecclefiaftical Government,
which they confider’d as a Schifm or
Fa&ion; as if the Chriftians had de-
fign'd to ere& aNew Common-wealth,
upon the ruins of the Old one, and
by dividing the Forces of the Empire,
at laft, make themfelves Mafters of
the whole. Laftly, Whileft the Hea-
then Temples began to be lefs fre-
quented, proportionably as the number
of the Chriftians increafed, and that

in the meantime, the Grandeur of the
| Roman
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Roman Empire, was fenfibly decay’d,
and weaken’d by the cruel fhocks
it had receiv’d from the Germans,
Farthians, &c. a great many of the
People poffefs’d with Bigottry and

Superftition, could attribute it to no- , ’

thing elfe, but the contempt and ne-
gle€t of their Gods, by whofe fa-
vourable Afliftance, Rome had f{een
its felf Miftrefs of the Woild. They
fell therefore upon the Chriftians, as
wicked Atheiftical Men, and fworn
Enemies to all Religions; and be-
caufe they refus’d to obey the Em-
perors Commands concerning the Ado-
ration of Images, and underwent all
the Torments. infli¢ted on them, and
Death it {elf, with an amazing Tran-
quillity and Sedatenefs of mind ; they
interpreted that, as a malicious ftub-
bornefs, and hardnefs of heart, and
therefore raged more Tyrannically
againft them, endeavouring by all
forts of Cruelties to maintain their
Authority over thefe wretched: Peo-
ple: But what Reafons foever can
be alledg’d in Juftification of thofe
bloody Perfecutions exercis’d againft
the Chriftians by feveral Roman’ Em-

perors,
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perors, none can be fufficient to ex-
cufe them from the Title of unrighte:
ous Tyrants, and fhameful Abufers
of that High Power, which God Al
mighty hasentrufted them with.  For
their Subjcés had embraced this Re-
ligion by the exprefi Commands of
God, which can neither be withftood
or fufpended by the Orders of any
Earthly Soveraign, fince the Soveraigns
as well as their Subjells, are oblig'd
to embrace this Religion; the omif-
fien whereof, is an high Sin againft
the Divine Majefty. Befides, They
could not excufe themfelves with the
pretext of Ignorance ; for fince it was
a New Religion, they were oblig’d
with greater Carc and Exaénefs to

inform themfelves of the Nature

thereof, and not {fo blindly to fen-
tence poor innocent Pcople, for not
obeying thofe. commands which were
not in the leaft Obligatory. For I
ought not to condemn any one to
Death, before T am fully inform’d of
the Crimes, whereof he ftands accufed.
. Sef. 10. But fince the Chriftian
Religion did not owe its beginning
to the Confent 'and Authority of the

Soveraigg® the Profeffors thereof,
: found

ok
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found themfelves oblig’d on thei
Heads, to eﬁablifhgtheir Refigxﬁ
and its external Adminiftration after
the beft manner they could; as it
ufually happens in all Societies, that
are founded in any State without the
knowledge or permiffion of the Ci-
vil Magiftrate, where the Members
of the fame are neceflitated to find
out all the means that can beft con-
duce to the advantage of their fel-
lowthip, by chufing fuch Officers, and
making fuch Laws as are requifite
toattain the ends they propofe them-
felves. ’Tis true, according to the
Rules of the beft Policy, founded upon
the Law of Nature, the Adminiftration
and External Direftion of Divine
Worfhip, (as we had often repeated
before) does belong to the Soveraign ;
but fince he then negleted to per-
form that Funion, the Primitive
Chriftians were forcd to conftitute
Church-Minifters, and to maintain

‘tuem by the Alms of charitable Peo-
ple. And when any Diﬂ'erenceegr

Controverfy arofe among(tthem,whi

could not be detem%ined b’y c;g:
Aflembly alone, they imparted it to
another Affembly, with wghich they

kept
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kept Correfpondence, or elfe it
was decided in a Convocation of the
Neighbouring Minifters. Now altho’
it be againft the Rules of Policy of all
States, to permit the erecting of Fel-
lowfhips Sefpecially fuch as confift of
any confiderable Number of Perfons)
to Subje€ts and Particulars ; yet it does
not follow from thence, that the Af-
femblies of the ancient Chriftians and -
their Synods, were to be Interpreted
{editious and unlawful Conventicles,
fince they had no other profpect, than
the free Exercife of that Religion
which God had imparted to ’em, and
againft which, no humane Conftituti-
ons were of any Efficacy. For if the
Soveraign, does negle& his Duty and
Care of his own Salvation, it is not
neceffary that his Subjects fhould imi-
tate him, and rejelt the great Benefit
that Heaven does offer to em; be-
caufe, it is not accepted by their So-

" veraign, nor can his Authority extend

fo far as to oblige them thereto. And
as each particular may take up Arms,
and defend himfelf, when the Sove-
raign either cannot, or will not afford
him his Affiftance and Prote&ion; f_of

1
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if he will not take care for my Soul
Iam {fo much the more oblig'd to

watch over it my felf, as the Soul is

of greater Confequence and Valy

than the Body; and that another ig
defs prejudiced by my Religion, than
by a violent, tho felf-Defence ; fince
00 man by fubmitting. himfelt to any
Civil Government, does renounce the
+ ‘Care of his Body and Soul.  For other-
wife, if it had pleas’d God to have.
begun the propagation of his Religi-
on from the Converfion of Kings and
Emperors ; without doubt, they would
have feconded by their Edi@ts the
Preaching of the Apoftles, abolifh’d the

Temples of their Heathenith Gods,pro-

hibited the Exercife of Paganifin ; and

by the Apoftles Advice, they would

have affum’d and managd the exter-

nal Dire&ion of Religious Affairs, and

forever afterward, have referv'd it in

their own hands; as we find it put in

practice in fome Countries where the

Chriftian Religion was firft embraced

by the Princes thereof.

Sect. xx. Inthe mean while, the ex-
ternal Government and Difpofision
of ‘Holy Things, by the negligence

of

of the Civil Magiftrate, being de-
volv’d upon the Primitive Chriftians,
was found too late, to be of a
very dangerous Confequence ; for
from hence, fome have pretended to
infer, that the Ele&tion of fit Mini-
fters, and the Management of Church-
Affairs, does naturally and originally
belong to the common People, as they
are underftood in oppofition to their
Soveraign or Rulers. ’Tis true, one
ought not to force upon the vulgar,
a Minifter whom they extreamly - dif-
like, cfpecially, if they have any pro-
bable reafon of their averfion againfk
him; for fuch a man, with all the
Preaching in the World, can never
Edify his unwilling Auditors ; yet it
does not follow fromhence, that the
Mob have any original right thereto,
becaufe they once enjoy’d it by pro-
vifion, whileft the Soveraign omitted
the performance of his Duty and Fun-
&ion herein: For otherwife, it would
have been as little in their Power, to
call and appoint Minifters in their
Churches, as it ever was to difpofe of
Civil Offices and Employs in the State.
Therefore, if it happens, that in this
Country

Y
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Country or another, the commor Peo.

ple have any Right or Privilege there- |

n, ’tis'to be underftood, that they
enjoy it by the permiflion and con-
nivence, of their Soveraign, whom
we prefuppofe to be an Orthodox
Chriftian.  There are fome alfo, who
would from hence conclude, That the
external Government of the Church,
muft neceffarily be confider’d as fome:
thing feparate and diftin@ from the
Supreme Civil Government, and there-
fore ought to be Soveraignly Admi-
niftred by the united Body of the
Clergy, or by fome one chofe from a-
mongft them; and that fo in every
Chriftian State, there muft needs be
two Different and Independent Bodies,

* of which, one was be named, *the
Body Politick, and t'other the Body Ec-
clefiaftick, and both Soveraign and In-
dependent of each other. But this is
abfolutely falfe, and it is moft cer-
tain, that that Power and Authority,
which was provifionally ufurp’d by
the People, when that negligence of
the Prince, by which it was forfeited,
ceafes, does juftly devolve again upon
the lawful Soveraign ; nor does it
follow,

of JPopenom, 33
follow that the Power which the
Apoftles had in the cftablifhing the
Church, can be challeng’d by the
Minifters of the Church now eftabli-
fhed; for the Apoftolary Funcion
was fomething particular, and diffe-
rent from the ordinary Church-Mi-
niftery, as this is from the external
Dirc€¥ion of the Church, and there-
fore as one that is chofen for a Mi-
nifter, is not ftrait an Apoftle; {o
neither does a King in afluming the
Government and Prote&ion of the
Church, immediately become a Prieft
thereof. o

Now, tho’ the Chriftian Religtont
is originally Divine, and therefore not
to be comprehended by weak, Hu-
mane Intellects; yet that does not
hinder the King, or whofoever is
Supreme, from the Dire@ion and Ad-
miniftration thereof, provided, that

" he make ufe of the Counfel and Af-

fiftance of thofe men who are beft -
vers’d in fuch Affairs.. Frem what
has been now faid, we may like-
wifc draw this conclufion, that we

‘are not oblig’d precifely to follow

the Praxis of the Primitive Churches,
D . in
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1n rclation to the external Dire@ion
of the Church, or to obferve it as a
gencral Rule for Church-Government
in thofc States where the Soveraign
15 an Orthodox Chriftian.
Praxis is wholly founded on the Cir-
cumftances of thofe times, which can
have no place in thofe States where
both the Supreme Magiftrates and the
Common People, are united in one
Faith ; Why thercfore fhould we make
a Schifm in the State, when there is
none in the Rcligion ?

Se¢t, 12. Now, tho’ by the conver-
fion of Conflantine the Great, to the
Chriftian Leligion, the Church. aft
fum’d a New Form ; for as much as
the Soveraign was then capable of
Adminillring the Fun&ion of ¢x-
ternal Governour of the Church, yet
- this could not be done eafily or
cemmodioufly, as if the Soveraign had
always from the beginning been Head
of the Chriftian Church, but there
remain'd o many Relicks of the pre-
ceeding ‘Provifional-Government, that
they atterwards “occafion’d innume-
rablé errours and abufes in' the weflern
or Latin Churches. " Befides, the Pelo-

: ple

For that
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ple could not be brought to confent,
that the Emperours, whom they as
thgn, look’d upon to be meer Novi-
ces in Matters of Religion, fhould
immediately acquire the Supreme Di-
retion of Ecclefiaftick Afairs, in pre~
judice of the Bithops and Clergy,
who could not fee themfelves, with-
ouc a great deal of unwillingnefs and
regret, difpoil’d of {o confiderable an
Authority : Whereas the Emperours
on the contrary gthcir Subjets be- -
ing moftly Chriftians) were forced
to depend on their Priefts, and carefs
them continually, if they defir’d to
have their Throne fettled, and them-
felves fecure from falling. To which
Reafon we may add, That the firft
Chriftian Emperours having as yet
in their Service a great ‘many Hea-
theni(h Officers, it was not reafonable
that the Gevernment of the Church,
and the Affairs chereof thould be taken
into confideration, or deliberated of;
in the Imperial Councils, where Pa-
gans were always prefent. From
thence it came, that in the Inflitution
of Bifhops and other Ecclefiafticks;
the cultoms and manners introduced
Dz n



36 The BHiftoy

in the times of the Heathen Empe-
rours were generally obferv’d, and
that not only the decifion of Contro-
verfies in Matters of Faith, but alfo
all Laws ferving to the external Di
re€tion and Government of theChurch;
as alfo all other Differences arifing
amongft the Chiefeft of the Clergy
were deliberated of in Synods and

General Affemblies, ‘where the Pres

lates pretended that they alone had
right to Prefide and give their Suf-
frages. Whereas the right of calling
Synods or other Aflemblies together,
was the Prerogative of Soveraigns
alone, andin all other times did indi-
fputably belong to them ; befides that,
that it was but reafonable that they
fhould prefide and have the Dire-
&ion of fuch Aflemblies, let the mat-
ter be what it would that was there
‘Treated of, where their Confent was
abfolutely neceflary to the ratificati-
on and paffling into a Law of what
was there determined. ~Tis true, in
thofe Coaventions, neither the Sove-
raign, nor the whole Body of the
Clergy have any Power or Right to

form new Articles of our Belief, or

to

IPopebom, 37

to interpret the Scriptures after their
own Fancy; but fince the who'e
Duty of a Chriftian, what he ought
to do, and what he ought to believe,
is contain’d in the Holy Bible, which
God has equally given to all men,
and not as theOracles of the-§y6:ls,com-
mitted only to the Care of the Priefts,
and that all other men, as well as the
Fcclefiafticks, can underftand as much
thereof, as is Heceffary for Salvation;
it does not therefore in the leaft,
{eem unreafonable, that the Soveraign
fhould prefide in all fuch Conven-
tions where they debate and difpute
about the apparent Contradictions and
different Interpretations of the Holy
Scriptures, where the Prefence and
Authority of the Prince, might ferve
to moderate thofe Heats and Paffi-
ons which ufually arife from difagree-
ing Opinions in things of that nature,
where he might hinder all Calum-

‘pies and RefleGtions upon Perfons,

fpightful and malicious Interpreta-
tion of Words, and finally awe

them from pronouncing Anathemss

without a very juft reafon againft
innocent ‘and well meaning Per{ons.
D3 Bug
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But whileft the firt Chriftian Em-
perors neglefted this their right, or
could not conveniently maintain it,
from hence it camg, that things were
very _confuiedl y deliberated of, and de-
termined by Councils; and that aftcr-
wards the Popes ufurping a Power
above all the other Weffern Bifhops,
and Councils themfelves pretended a
right of determining in all Matters
of Faith, and of introducing Canaps
or Ecclefizftical Laws wherein their
own Profic and Advantage was gheir
chiefet profpe&, and have at laft
affum’d the Supreme Jurifdi@ion in
all Spiritual Matters, and thercby
have withdrawn them{¢lves from that
obedience which they ow’d to their
lawful Soveraigns the Romas Empe-
I'OIS,

_ Sec?. 13. Belides, It was the Cuftom
in the ancient Churches, that the Pri-
mitive Chriftians,according to the Ad-
vice of St. Paxl, would very rarcly

plead their caufes before the Gentile

Tribunals; but when any Controver-
{y arole amongft them, they referr’d
1t to_the decifion of the Bithop, leaft
the Heathens fhould be fcandaliz’d

' thereat,

- and contemn.
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thereat, and take occafion to revile
the Name of Chrift. Befides, it. would
have a very ill gracc to fee them {o
greedily plead for temporal things
which they pretended {0 much ro flighe
Now this in ii felf,
and at that time was -a very laudable
and ufeful defign ; but at laft, whileft

B the Chriftian Emperors, far from abo-

lithing this Cuftom, confirm’d ir more
and more, and the Tyibunals werg fill’d
with Chriftian Judges, the Bifhops
ufurp’d a formal Jurifdiftion, which
did not alone chcroach upon the rights
of the Civil Magiftrates, but did alfo~
diftrad@ the Bifhops themfelves from
the exercife of that Charge, which did
pecuiiarly belong to them. .
“Twas likewife the Cuftom of the
Primitive Chriftians, when in their
Marriagcs any {cruple arofe concern-
ing the Proximity or ncarnefs of Blood,
to refer themfelves to the Prieft, and
acquiefce in his Sentiments, who alfo

in all quarrels betweenMan and Wife, -

interpos’d his Authority, to which we
may add his Afliting always in the
Celebration of Marriages, with his
Prayers and Bleffings ; from all which

. D4 Cuftoms

£
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Cuftoms ( tho’ as we faid before, na.
turally innocent and good in them-
felves) wvery pernicious Errors and
Abufes have been derivid, fince the
. Pope has from hence taken occafion
to draw all Affairs of Matrimony,
which occur, circa ffatum hominum, Dj.
vortia, nullitates Matrimoniorum, Sucef-
fiones, Elereditates, and all others of

the like Importance into his Forum or
Tribunal, and to colour his abufes |

the better, he has made a New Sa-
crament of Matrimony.

- The Primitive Chriftians by the In.

nocence and Holinefs of their Lives,
endeavour'd to ftir up a defire in the
Heathens of embracing {0 laudable a
Religipn, and therefore they very fe.
verely punithed thofe Calumnies and
Slanders which the Civil Laws of the
Gentiles did not reach ; fo that in their
Churches when any, by a noto-
rious ill Life, had “given Scandal
and a bad" Example to the Bre-
thren, therc was fome publick Eccle-
fiatical Pennance or other enjoin’d
him, which never exceeded a: tem-
poral or total Exclufion from the Con-
gregations which Cuftom, could not

But be very profitable in the prefent

Chriftian
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Chriftian States, provided that the Di-
rection thereof refided wholly in the
Soveraign’s hands,whofeDuty 1t would
be to prevent that fuch Ecclefiaftical

Cenfures be not the effelts of malice,

private paffions,and felt-interefts ; efpe-
cially. when fuch Cenfures operate
fo effc&ually 7 foro ¢& vita civ.li, as
in the Eighth Century, when no man

“would converfe with an excommuni-

cated Perfon. Now the Soveraign
Exercife of fuch a Power, can rea-
fonably belong to none but the Su-
preme Magiftrate in _every State,
without making a divifion in the
Government. But how the Popes in
following times have abus’d, and how
far they have extended thefe Cenfures,
is plainly enough laid open by all
Riftorians; when they neither fpar'd
Emperors, Kings or Common:weqlths
that refus’d to Dance after their Pipes,
but in excommunicating them, they
forbid them to affift at Divine Service,
difpens'd their Subjects of their due
Allegiance, gave away th(fll" Kingdoms
to others, and finally, oblig’d them to
confent to the moft difadvantageous

and unreafonable things in the Worl{dﬂ.

E‘g : ; )
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In the mean while, thefe Abufes -

have not fpread themfelves fo wide
in the Eaffern Churches, whileft the
Emperours of Conffantinople did at leaft
keep up their Authority fo far, that
the Clergy there durft never incroach
upon it, nor had any of the Esffers
Bifhops that opportunity of liftin
himfelf above his Collcagues, and afe
fuming the Title of Head of the
Church; for the Bifhop of Conflanti-
aople himclf had only the firft place,
and privilege of preceding all thofe
that were not of his Diocefs, but had
no Jurifdi&ion over them.

Sect, 14. But in the weffern Chur-
ches, the different circumftances of
thmgs: altered quite the Scene, whileft
the Bifhops of Rome had projected and

. begun to exercife a peculiar fort of

Government and Supremacy, and
which ar the laft they have brought
to its higheft point and perfeQion:
A Soveraignty that in all the World
cannot finds its parallel, being buile
upon quite different Foundations, and
maintained by ways extreamly dif-

- agreeing from the policy of all other

States : Therefore after having made
| an
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an cxadt ‘enquiry into its rife and
conftitution, we will lay open its In-
trigues, and defcribe-the influences it
has had, the Power it has ufurp'd
and maiutain’d for {0 many Agesin all
the Affairs of Enrope, and with what
zeal and fiercencfs this up-ftarg So-
verzignty has been artacked by {ome,
and defended by others ; to which, we
will add the reafons of that cruel blow
wasgiven to it in the laft Age,and how
it has rccover'd its almoft loft credit
in this Age, and 1s like to keep up
it felf in a very good poflure.

From which, the Wif¢ may judge
what hopes there remain of any ac-
commodation or union of the Prote-
ftants with the Papifts. One of the
Caules® ( tho' fomething  remote )
which has not a litele “contributed
to the monftrous growth of a Pow-
er, fo pernicious to all the other So-
veraighs of Europe, was the Barbari-
ty and Ignorance of Sciences, after
the decay of the Weffers Empire 5 for
counterfeit Wares are beft {old and
put off by dim, weak Lights, and an
ignorant man is eafier imposd on
with bagatclles and improbabili_t‘ics,

than
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than one that has a better infight in-
to the nature of things, and a freer
exercifc of his Reafon. This igno-
rance accompanied afterwards with
fo infupportable a Pedantry ( where-
as the preceding Age was more Learn-
ed) was promoted by different Caufes:
Onc of the Chiefeft whereof, was
the Invafion of a no lefs Warlike,
than ignorant People, in the Weflern
Provirices of the Romarn Empire, which
for fome Ages during an unfetled and
inconftant Government, felt nothin

but cruel Wars, terrible Diforders,
fpoiling, ravaging and laying wafte
of whole Countries; and ina Word,
all the miferies that are the neceffary
confequences of a Barbarous Govern-
ment. Whereas the Aufes and Li-

beral Sciences are the Daughters of

Peace and Profperity ; but in the
Hurly burlies and Tumults of War,
Books are a dead Ware, and fhall

lie long enough on the hands of thofe

that have ’em; Schools and Acade-
mies are then like Wildernefles, ei-
ther quite empty, or haunted by none
but wild Beafls; and the Gentlemen
of the long Robe, will rather chuft

to

to fhoulder a Mufquet, than trudge
to Wefiminfler-Hall, witha green Bag
under their Arms, fo that in {uch times,
the poor Profeflors, School-Mafters,
¢re. have nothing to do but {hut up
their Shops, pack up their Goods
and begon, efpecially when the Vi
&orious Enemy has no knowledge
of Letters, and as little efteem or kind-
nefs for them. ) o
There are {fome that wiil maintain,
that the Church-men themfelves did
not a little Contribute to thefe dark
times of Ignorance, for becaufe the
Philofophers had given them no fmall
trouble under the Pagan Emperors,
and that ftill under the Chriftian En’1-
perors, there were found who opposd
their Do&rine ; the Clergy upon that
account, conceiv’d an n:reconcnlwblp
hatred and averfion againft the Phi-
lofophers and againft their Opinions,
and infpir’d the fame Sentiments 18to
all their ‘Auditors, and in all places
where they had any Authority or
Dire&ion of the Schools, they for-
bad the ufe of all the Heathen Au-
thors, under pretence, that the youth

mighs not be Debauched aq‘ti u(;:)?eré

e e+t e - - e
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rupted with the Errours of the Gen-

tiles, and that it was a fin for them °

to Study in Books fill'd with the Fi-
bles and Names of the Heathen Gods,
which no good Chriftian ought fo
much as to mention. 'Twas a very
common Story too, which they {pread
abroad, that St. ferom was whipt with
Rods in a Dream by the Devil, be-
caufe he read Cicero with too great
an Application. And about the Year
Four Hundred, the Council of Car-
thage ftri&tly prohibited the Bifhops

the reading of any Heathen Book; - .

and as in thofc miferable times, few
applied themfclves to the Study of
Letters, except thofe that were de-
fin'd to Divinity, fo that the few
relicks of Learning were wholly en-
grofled by the Clergy, the Schools
already ruin’d, were only us'd to at-
tain the ends which they proposd
to themfelves, that is, the propagati-
on of Ignorance: and the Students
were very well fatisi’d with the re-
miffion and neglect of their ufiral Stu-
dics, as being mightily affraid of be-
coming too Learned. = That fuch a
Barbarity did not a little contribute

| ta

of Popcuom, 4
to the introduion of Popery, we may
learn from hence, that it would have
been impofiible in any but fuch igno-
rant times to have made the Epiffo-
le Decretales (aferib’d to the firft Popes)
pals for lawful, wherein they made
the World belicve, that it was al-
ways the right of the Bifhop of
Rome to give Laws, at leaft in Spi-
ritual Matters, to all that bare
the Name of Chriftians: But atter-
wards, when the Light of Knowledge
began to glimmer a little 1n Earcpe,
and that it was impoffible any long~
er to contain the Exropean Nations,
now their Eyes were open’d, in ala-
very, a grofs and blind Ignorance had
given birth to; the Pope who had
ufurp’d the Care and Infpeltion of
the Schocls and Nurferies of Learn-
ing, introduced thercin the moft
muferable Pedantry that ever could
be imagined; and which cven to
this day, his Creatures tcach and
maintain with a great deal of zeal in
all their Schools. But that which
does chiefly feem to have powerfully

contributed to - this Greatnefs and

Dominion of the Popes, was the Igno-
yance
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rance of the true Fundamental Polj:

ticks, wherein is contain’d the Caufe,

Nature, and Perfe&ion of the Right °

and Might of Soveraigns, and wherein
amongft other things is demonftrated
that to the perfetion of any State
it is abfolutely neceffary that the Su-
preme Authority, be neither, leffened
nor divided: And particularly, we
find that even the Greek and “Latin
Poliricians, did teach very pernicious
Leflons concerning the mixture and
divifion of the Soveraign Power, in-
fpiring the common People with Sen-
timents of Love and Kindnefs for a
Democratical or Ariftocratical State,
but an inveterate hatred againft Mo-
narchy, and that they were perfwaded,
that the more they could bind their
Princes Hands, the more happy would
be the condition “of the Republick.
Now, thefe dangerous Maxims were
not a little confirm’d by the violent
and tyrannical Government of the

Emperors, who were mortally hated |

by the moft part of their Subje@s:
fo that it is no wonder, that this
Science was quite overwhelm'd and
loft in an univerfal Ignorance, efpeci-

ally,
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ally whileft she Clergy were of an
Opinion that it was quite contrary
to their Profefflion: From hence it
came, that upon the firft laying the
Foundations of a Spiritual Soveraign-
ty, the World fo little confider’d or
underftood the confequences of fuch
a Work, and how prejudicial it was
like to be to the Supreme Secular
Power, which if they had done, they
would undoubtedly have oppofed
themfelves to its firt growth, and
have quafh’d an Egg that fhould pro-
duce {o terrible a Scorpion.

And we fee even at this Day, That
in all Schools where Popifh Priefts
bear {way, they do intirely flifle the
Science of the Politicks, or at leaft
they do fo turn and wreft the prin-
ciples thereof, that it does not only
not choak the Papal Aurthority, but
does rather ferve to eftablifh and con-
firm it. | -

- set. 15. The reafons that induced
the pretended Soveraign of the
Church to make Rome the Seat of
his Government, were chiefly the
Authority of that City, which as it
had been before the Mesropolis gf

- B the
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the Roman Empire, fo was it afer- - -
wards the Refidence of the firt Chri- |

ftian Emperors ; for as for what the
Papifis tell of St. Peter’s Chair, that’s
a pure Fiction, and Story invented
by them, to colour the ufurpations
of the Bifhop of Rome, which is ma.
nifeft enough from hence, that the
Bithop of Conftantinople ( when that

City became the Capital of the new

E4ftern Empire) enjoy’d the fecond
place after the Bifhop of Romes and
that after the decay of the weffern
Empire, the Priority of the See of
Rome has often been difputed by the
fucceeding Bifhops of Conftantinople,
After that the Perfecutions of the
Heathen' Emperors were quite ceafed,
and that the Chriftian Keligion be-
gan to breath Liberty, and the Free
Exercife of their Religion was con-

firm’d by the Statutes and Ordinan-

ces of the Empire ; the Clergy en-
deavour’d infenfibly to introduce .an
Hierarchy or Church-Government in-
to the Republick, under the pretext

of eftablithing the Affairs of the.
Church, and fetting them in good

order; to which end, the Bifhops be-

gan

- of JPopenom. S
gan to Lord it over the ordinary
Priefts, and to obferve even a kind
of Subordination amongft themfelves,
and to fuch as were Bithops of the
Capital Cities in each Province, they
appointed the Care and Infpetion
over the reft of the fame Provjnce,
and nam’d thém Metropolitans, who
about Eight Ages afterward, took
upon themfelves the Name and Title
of Arch-Bifhops ; amongft thefe there

4 . were four that had the preheminence

above all the reft; namely, the Bi-
fhop of Rome, Comflantinople, Antioch,
and Alexandyia, thofc being the moft
confiderable Cities of the Roman Em-
pire, to which we may add, Fersfalem
Famous for its ancient Holines. And
altho’ the Empercr Phocas, out of the:
hatred he bore to the Bifhop of Cosn-
fantinople (who had refusd to ap-
prove of the Murder of the Emperor
Manrice’) had given the preheminence
to Boriface the Third, Bithop of Rome,
who thereupon took the Name of
Oecumenical or Univeérfal Bifhop ; yet
this Prerogative did only confift in a
fimple preference, and did not carry
along with it any Power or g}url‘[l

' E 2 dilion,
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diction, which none of the other
Patriarchs would ever yield to him:
And we read that the Bifhops. in
Africa, when he of Rome would have
oblig'd them to truckle to his Power,
alledging to that intent, a falii’d
Canon of the Nicewe Council, did
very vigoroufly refift and baffle that
- his defign. Befides, in the whole
frame of the Papal ‘upremacy, we
find nothing Divine, but all buile
upon Humane Inflitutions, and there
is no more reafon to be given, why
the Bifhop of Rome has the firft
place, ‘than he of Antioch the third.
And forafinuch as one State has no
power to prefcribe Laws to another
wholly independent of it ; therefore
thofe ' privileges which have been
granted to the Popes by the Romas
Emperors, and the ancient Councils
which were nothing elfc buta Congre-
gation of the Clergy of the Roman
Empire, cannot oblige any other
State to obedience, nor extend them-
{elves farther than the bounds of the
ancient Empire. = And if perhaps in
fucceeding times, fome few Chriftian
States have given the Pope any Au-
| o thority
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thority in'Ecclefiaftical Matters with-
in their Dominions, they did it with-
out doubt, cither becaufe they knew
upon what grounds that pretended
Power was founded, or elfe they were
furpriz’d and cheated into obedience.
If it be the firft, there is no other
probable reafon to be given for it,
than that it originally proceeding
from fome Covenant or Agreement
made betwixt thofe States and the
Bithops of Rome, whileft the former
imagin’d thas their Churches could
not be well govern’d, till they aban-
doned the Care and Dire®ion of ’em
to the latcter. Now fuch an Agree-
ment primarily depending on the free
will and confent of any Republick,
according to the mnature of all other
obligations, is ipf6 fatto, void and of
no effe®, when it turns to the ex-
tream difadvantage of the Republick,
or when the Popes abufe that Power
which is granted to them. But if
this Papal Supremacy be introduc’d
dolo malo, by the tricks and cheats
of the knavifh Priefts, then the a-
bus’d and mifs-led States as foon as
they can difcover how they have been

impos'd on, may lawfully caft off fo
Ej unjuft
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unjut a yoke, and have - yi
purfue the cheater, and oblfé%hthifg
to rcfunq ,all the Damages the
have fuftain'd by his ufurpatjons. ¢
. Selt, 16. Butit was not all a once
; at the Bifhop of Rome was able to
I?Vy fo heavy a yoke on all the
; %em Churches; on the contrary
lf‘ ound himfelf oblig’d to infinuare
this his ufurp’d Authority by little and
fteal it infenfibly. by di.

old, till he had caried awar
" a

fhare of the prey.  Befidcs. thgolg)g

0ps of Reme never ’ '
to ferve themfelyes very advantage-
oufly of 3 good occafion, of whigch
the moft advantageous to e (inm
;};;uon) was the Emperoyrs leaving
o g, and chufing othqr Cities for their
Re sence,-. whereas if they had  3]-
w y Acommped_ to have maintain’g

eir huthonty 10 that place, the Bj-
cog}f)iii té creof would have never had the
fon. sonce to have ere@ed themfelves
B Vefralgns, as- we fee that the
B E Ot Conflantinople (who per-
12ps had no lefs vanity and itching -

: after
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- after Gevernment, than he of Rome)

was never able to raife his Authority
to fo high a flight, .

The divilion of the Roman Empire
into feveral new Kingdoms founded
by the Heathen and unlearn’d Peo-

- ple did no lefs contribute to the ag-

grandizing the Bilhop of Rome, for
thefe People being all converted by the
Prelates of the Romifl Church, thought
themiclves therefore very much ob-
lig’d to honour and refpe& them, and
paid a deference to them, as the moft
ancient and moft confiderable Chri-
ftians of the West. It is not our de-
fign here to deduce all circumftances
at length, ‘tis enough, that we repre-
fent cthe moft remarkable in hafte as
it were, and ex-paffant ; but one thing
we can’t let {lip unobferv’d, that the
Bifhops beyond the 4/ps after the Fifth
Century, were us’'d to go in Pilgri-
mage to Rome to vifit there the Graves
of St. Peter and St. Paul, either out
of Superftition and Biggottry, or clfe
in {ign of their approving and follow-
ing thofe Apoftles Do&rine; which
voluntary picce of Devotion, was after-
wards chang’d into an alt of neceflity,

E 4 fo
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fo that as many as afterwards negle-

&ed that Voyage, were excommuni.'

cated ; from. which Cuftom, without
doubt, the Popes have pretended to
oblige all Bifhops to receive their Con-
firmation from Rome,

The cther Bifhops too, and Chur-
ches had often recourle to that of
Rome, as Novices to their Superiours,
in all weighty Affairs confulting their
advice in the ufe and explication of
the Canons; now when the Bifhops
of Rome perceivd that their anfivers
were- receiv’d as abfolute Decifions,
they began to make Decrees and Or-
ders before e’y they were defir'd ¢o
do it, under the pretence that Rosme,
being the firft and chiefeft Seat of
Chriftendom, it was the Right and
Office of the Bifhop thereof, to foe
that the Canons ang Ecclefiaftica)
Laws were put in eXecution; theres
upon they conftituted immediate
Judges of the Differences amoengft the
other Bithops, encroached upon the
JurifdiGion ‘of the Metropolitans, de.-
posd the Bifhops, which were either
not rightly Ordain'd, or that Were
accufed of any great Crime, and

" forced
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forced them to come to Rome to lead
their caufe in perfon ; after which,
all fuch as defird to enjoy any pre-
rogative or excmption from the ordj.
nary Canons, went to R””’.e’, where
they werc always well receiv’d, and
gratifi'd in their requeft, that fo the
Popes - might there eret a genera)

Office of all fort of Difpenfations.

Thofe alfo thar had loft their Caufe
before the ordinary Magiftrates, were

wont, out of fpite, to appeal to Rome,

where they were always welcome,
and feldom faild of a good exit ¢

Thus the French Hiftorians tell us,

that when the Emperor Honoris had
crected the City of Arles into a e
tropolis over feven Provinces, the Pope
made the Arch-Bithop thercof his Vi-
car General in Framce, out of fear that
the faid Bifhop might take an occa-
fion to make himfelf Patriarch of the
whole' Kingdom, and he was very
well contented to enjoy fuch a pre-
carious Power over the feventeen Pro-
vinces, into which Frauce was at that
time divided, rather than have the
right in himfelf, and an independent

Authority over feven Provinces alone:

And
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fo that as many as afterwards negle-

&ed that Voyage, were excommuni.'

cated ; from. which Cuftpm, withoyt
doubt, the Popes have pretended ¢o
oblige all Bithops to receiye their Con-
firmation from Rome,

The cther Bithops too, and Chur-
ches had often recourfe to that of
Rome, as Novices to their Superiours,
in all weighty Affairs confulting their
advice in the ufe and explication of
the Canons; now when the Bifhops
of Rome perceivid that their anfwers
were - receiv'd as abfolute Decifions,
they began to make Decrees and Or-
ders before e’er they were defir'd (o
do it, under the pretence that Rome,
being the firft and chiefelt Seat of
Chriftendom, it was the Right and
Office of ‘the Bifhop thereof, to foe
that the Canons ang Ecclefiaftica]
Laws were put in cxecution; there.
upon they conftituted immediate
Judges of the Differences amongft the
other Bithops, encroached upon the
JurifdiGtion ‘of the Metropolitans, de.
pos’d the Bifhops, which were either
not rightly Ordain'd, or that Were
accufed of any great Crime, and

* forced

Authority over feven Provinges alone :
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forced them to come to Rome to plead
their caufe in perfon; afier which,
all fuch as defir'd to enjoy any pre-

Togative or exemption from the ordj.

nary Canons, went to Rome, where
they were always well receiv’d, and
gratifi'd in their requeft, that fo the
Popes - might there ere@ a general

Office of all fort of Difpenfations.

Thofe alfo that had loft their Cauyfp
before the ordinary Magiftrates, were
wont, out of fpite, to appeal to Rome,
where they were always welcome,
and feldom faild of a” good exir :
Thus the French Hiftorians tell us,
that when the Emperor Zonorins had
creCted the City of Arles into a Mes
tropolis over feven Provinces, the Pope
made the Arch-Bithop thereof his Vi-
car General in Framce, out of fear that
the faid Bithop might take an occa.
fion to make himfelf Patriarch of the
whole' Kingdom, and he was very
well contented to enjoy fuch a pre-
carious Power over the feventeen Pro.
vinces, into which Frauce was at that
time divided, rather than have the
right in him{If, and an independent

And
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And to render the charge committed
to him more awful and relpected, he
“omitted no opportunity of enlargin
and extending the Papal Jurildi&ion,
Afterwards in the eighth Century,
when the Ecclefiafticks and Mowks
were  become very infamoys for
their exorbitant and irregular Lives,
one Winefred an Englifb Monlk (after-
wards nam’d Boniface ) being mov’d
with an extraordinary zeal, rook up-
on him to reform the manners of the
Clergy, as allo the introduction and
plantation of the Chriftian Religion
in fome parts of Germany, and more
efpecially in Zuringe and Freezland:
this man, to give a greater luftre and
credit to his Work, devoted himfelf
‘entirely to the Seat of Rome, from
whence he firft receiv’d g Bifhop’s
Mantle, and afterwards wag quali-
f'd with the Title of Arch-Bifhop of
Mentz, and by Gregory the Third, was
conftituted his Vicar, who gave him a
Plenary Authority of aflembling Coun-
cils, and. making Bifhops in thofe
Countries which he had converted,
with Recommendaions to the People,
and to Charles Martel Great Ma_ﬁe;'
0

of {Popevomn,

: 9
of France, that they fhould take him
under their proteftion, which they
did with a very good will.

And when Charlemain his Son fig-
nifi'd to Boniface, that he was very
defirous of eftablifhing the Church.
Difcipline, he readily tool that em-

ploy upon him, to the no fmall ad-

vantage of the Romifh Chair; to gra-
tify the fame Charlemain, he held a
Council in Germany, gnd feveral Sy-
nods in France at the requeft of King
Pepin,:and prefided in all thofe AL
femblies tanguam Legatus Sedis Romane -
And in the firft Council, the Clergy
fign’d a Confeffion of Faith, where-
by they oblig’d themftlves not only
to perfift in the Catholick Faith, but
they join'd themfelves as Members to

. the Church of Rome, and vowd an

eternal refpe@ and obedience to St.
Peter’s Succeflours, *Twas this fame
Bonifce too, that perfwaded the Bi-
ops of Germany to accept of the Pal
lium from the Pope, who afterwards
fent the fame into Frameto bind them
thereby the fafter to his Interefts
and {6 foon as he had once accuftom’d
them to ferve themfelves of that Ibr;
of
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of Robe, he afterwards made it a ne.
ceflary obligation, and forbad them
the exercife of any Epifcopal Functi-
.on before they fhould receive that
Garment from Rome, , |
The Popeslikewifc pretended, That
they only had the Power of remov.
ing a Bifhop from one See to ano.
ther, and oblig'd all the westery Bi-
fhops to receive their Confirmation
from them, for which they muft pay
fome little Gratification,that was after.
wards converted into- the dnnates :

Befides this, they took away the Au- 4

thority of the Provincial Synods, and
annull’d their Decrecs, which at laft
was thg occafion that no more were
call'd, when they perceiv’d that it
was all in vain, whileft the Pope
abrogated all their conftitutions, ac-
cording to his fancy, without hearing
their Reafons and Juftifications. At
laft, Gregory the Seventh forced all
the Bithops to fwear Allegiance and
Fidelity to the Romifh Chair, and
made a Decree, that no Prince or So-
veraign fhould prefume to condemir
2ny man that made his Appeal to the
Pope. They forgot not likewife to

fend

Cof Popedom. - 6y

fend their Nuncio’s or Legates in alf

Countries, who exercis’d in the Pope’s
Name that Power and Authority

which they had ravifhed from the

Arch-Bifhops, and Provincial Synods,
and were double diligent in the ad-
vancement of their Mafter’s Inte-

refts. .
Sec?, 17. This Ecclefiaftical Supre-

macy daily increafing, was extreamly

prejudicial to the Civil Powers,whileft

‘the Clergy by their tricks and devi-

ces attratled infinite Riches, and by
their Riches a great number of idle
Priefls and lazy Monks.

*Tis true, the Church ow’d the
greateft part of its Riches to the Cha-~
rity and pious Intentions of Kihgs,
Princes and others who were wheed-
led into a belief, That to beftow great
Largifes and Donations on the Church,
was a moft pleafing and acceptable
Sacrifice to God ; and this their libe-
rality was afterwards much more pro-
moted when the people were perfwad-
ed, That by good Works (amongft

which the Donationes ad pias Caufas, .

held the firft rank ) Heaven and Hap-

pinefs were to be purchafed : And
whereas

e )



A T Y TV IS |

$

of 'lpﬂpellﬂmo 6 {
advantapeoufly in the eleventh and -
twelfth Century of the Crufado, when
the People, mov’d with a godly itch
of reconquering the Holy Land, let
themfelves be mark’d with a Holy
Crofs ; for the Popes challeng’d to
themfclves the management and over-
fight of fuch fort of Ghoftly expedi-
tions, and receiv’d into their more pe-
culiar prote&ion the Goods and Per-
fons of all thofe Zealots that took the
Crofs upon them, {o that they could
not be proceeded againf¥ neither Ci-
villy nor Criminally until their return
from the Holy Land; whereby they
had an occafion of promoting the
commerce of their Indulgences and
Difpenfations more than ever: Their
Legates had the adminiftration of all
the Alms, Colletions and Legacies
which were given tothat end,and from
hence they took a pretext of obliging
all the Clergy to pay them Tenths,
nay, they very imperioufly forced
Kings, Princes and great Lords to take
upon them the Crufado, which Arms
they afterwards turn’d againft all fuch
as theyaccus’d & condemn’d forSchifm,

and Herefy, declaring their Goods
confif-

62 The Diftazp

‘whereas the Avarice of the Clergy in.
crealing with their Riches, coujd not
be fatiated by the frec and generous
liberality of the people ; they praci-
fed all fore of inventions, to fqueeze
Money out of ‘em; upon which ac.
count, they inftituted a grear num.
ber of Fopperies and unneceflary Ce.
- remonics, for which the Laity muft
dearly pay. *T'was this their curfed A-
varice, that was the occafion of Maffes
without number to be faid and fung
as well for the living as the dead, of
Purgatory , Indulgences s Difpenfarions,
Pilgrimages, Fubilees, and a thoufand o.
ther Bagatelles, Befides, they took 3
Ipecial care to infifnate themfelves in-
to the good wills of dying perfons
who were {o much the Jefs follicitous
how they difpos’d of their tempora]
~ Goods, the defire of which did often-
times make their Heirs think them
too long livid, and —~—ante diems pg.
trios inguirere in' Aumos, And at Jaft,
if all means fail'd, they were not 4.
fhamd to fall to down.-right beg.
ging, . |
~ Amongft other devices ¢o get Mo.
ney, the Popes fervid themfelves very
/ advan-

.
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eonfifcated and void of all'lawful Pof:
feflors, diftributing and dividing them
to fuch as had rendred them any con-
fiderable Service, and this Authority
they exercis'd without asking the leave
of Princes and States, under whofe
Civil Jurifdi®ion they were, who
were likewife aw’d into {o flavifh an
obedience, that they.durft not op-
pofe themfelves againft thefe [nve-
ftitures, tho’ they eafily perceiv’d the
injuftice of ’em, =

Sec?. 18. The Riches of the Church
increaling, the number of the Eccle:
hafticks was likewife proportionably
augmented, whileft there were nor z
few that were glad to be fed by a fat
Kitchin, and make good cheer, with.
out taking any care for the provifi-
on thereof: and it was not enough
that each Church had its ordain'd

Priefts, Chaplains, and other necef=
: fary Scrvants ; but the moft confj.
derable muft have an addition of Ca- - |
‘nons and Prebends, which places -

conlifting of fo great profic and fo
little pains, were foon fill'd by men
of all forts and fizes; and thus the
inconveniences of a fingle life, wh:;;h

: e

AR |
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the Popes, not without a great deal
of pains and oppofition, had intro-
duc’d in the eleventh and following
Centuries, were fweetned by the Ho.
nours, and /large Revenues of thefe
Charges which they fo quietly en-
joy’d.

Befides, all Chriftendom fwarm’d
with a prodigious number of Aowks

‘and Nuns, which fpringing up in the

times of Perfecution in ‘the fourth
and fifth Centurics, have afterwards
ftrangely increas’d. Thefe fore of
people at the firflt, were content to
get their living by their own Indu:
ftry : many of ’em gave all their
goods to the poor without being in
the leaft oblig’d thereto, and liv’d un.
der the care and infpecion of the Bi:
fhops, according to the Difcipline thae
was prefcrib’d them in the Canons:
In the feventh Century, through all
the Weftern Empire, was the Mona-
ftical way of living cxtreamly in fa-
fhion, and all places were fill’'d* with
Cloyfters, in the founding of which,
the Princes and Great Men did feem -

"to vie with each other; but after

that, thejr Liberality was, as it were,
‘ quite
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confifcated and void of all lawful Pof:
feflors, diftribiting and dividing them
to fuch as had rendred them any con-
fiderable Service, and this Authority
they exercis'd without asking the leave
of Princes and States, under whofe
Civil Jurifdi@ion they were, who
were likewife aw’d into {o flavifh an
obedience, that they.durft not op-
pofe themfelves againft thefe fnve.
ftitures, tho’ they eafily perceiv’d the
injuftice of ’em.

Sect. 18. The Riches of the Church
increafing, the number of the Eccle:
hafticks was likewife proportionably
augmented, whileft there were nor g
few that were glad to be fed by a fac
Kitchin, and make good cheer, with.
out taking any carc for the provifi.
on thereof:: and it was not enough
that each Church had its ordain'd
Priefts, Chaplains, and other necef:

: fary Servants ; but the moft gonfj. i
derable muft have an addition of Ca- -
‘nons and Prebends, which places

confifting of fo great profit and {o
little pains,” were foon §II'd by men
of all forts and fizes; and thus the
inconveniences of a fingle life, wh:gh

: e
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the Popes, not without a great deal
of pains and oppofition, had intro-
duc’'d in the eleventh and following
Centuries, were fweetned by the Ho-
nours, and /large Revenues of thefe
Charges which they fo quietly en-

joy’d.
Befides, all Chriftendom {fwarmd

‘with a prodigious number of Afowks

and Nuns, which fpringing up in the
times of Perfecution in ‘the fourth
and fifth Centuries, have afterwards
firangely increas’d.” Thefe fort of
people at the firft, were content to
get their living by their own Indu:
fry : many of ’em gave all their
goods to the poor without being in
the leaft oblig’d thereto, and liv’d un-
der the care and infpeion of the Bi-
fhops, according to the Difcipline thae
was prefcrib’d them in the Canons:
In the feventh Century, through all

the Weftern Empire, was the Mona- °

ftical way of living extreamly in fa-
fhion, and all places were fill’'d* with
Cloyfters, in the founding of which,

the Princes and Great Men did feem

"to vie with each other; but after

that, their Liberality was, as it werey
' quite
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quite exhaufted by the Endowments
and Gifts made to o many old Mo-

‘nafteries, and that there was not place

caough

for fuch as defird to be re-

ceivid into thofe Orders: There was

at length in the thirceenth Century |

form’d

an Order of Mendicants or

" Begging Monks, which made a great-
er thow of Holinefs, forafmuch as
they would not be thought to go in-
to a Cloy{ter in hopes of a “plentiful
and Jazy Life: but renouncing all the
Pleafures of the World they. would

live by

kee.

Alms- and the Beggars-Bas-

The Fancy of a fingular Merit and
Supererrogative Holinefs, induced the
People to this Aufterity and Hard-
fhip of living, or rather an unbound-

od Amb

ition and Pride {o natural to

all mankind, thar not contented to
liveupto the Commandments of God,
and barely to fulfil what he prefcribes,
they had rather deferve Heav’y than
- accept 1t as a pure Gift of their Crea-

tor, or

purchas’d for them by the

Merits of their Redesmer ; and the
‘defire th
Preferen

2y have of Superiority, and
ce above the reft, does even
 extend
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extend it felf to the other life. To
the embracing of this fingle and {oe
litary Life, fgme are carried by de-
{pair, others out of a profpett of eafe
and lazinefs ; others are thruft into
Cloyfters by their Parents and Rela-
tions, cither out of a motive of Re-
ligion or Poverty, or elft for fear
of ruining their Family by the divi-
fion of their Goods amongft a great
many Children. From thefe afonks
has the Pope form’d his Pretorian Band
or Regiment of Guards, whom he has
not alone quarterd as troublefome
Companions upon the Laity, but does
make ufe of ‘em alfo as fpies over
the altions of the Bifhops, and reft
of the Clergy: Therefore it is that
the Popes have with fo much zea)
maintain’d the privileges of the
Monks,efpecially when inthe thirteenth
Century. they would have forc’d them-
felves from “the Bifhops Jurifdi@ion,
and fubjected themfelves immediately
to the Pope, and the Pope has found
out the way to carry himfelf fo evenly
with them, that altho’ there are great

8 Jealoufies betwixt their Orders, as for

¢Xample, betwixt the Francifeans and
Fz Domins=
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port or Affiftance; thus the Monks
were fet as {0 many Ipies over the
Condu& of the Bifhops, which when
they found blamable, they did not
fail’ immediately to fignify to. the
- Generals that refided always at Rome,
fo that the Pope might make a time-
ly oppofition againft their practices.
In 'ﬂriort, thefe Monks were not the
leaft caufe of the Bifhops not refift-
ing the growing Power of the Pope ;
for finding it always in vain, they
were forced with the reft to yield
to the mighty Torrent. Tho’ there
were a great many of ’em likewife,
that were well enough contented to
fubmit to this flavery, in hopes of
fharing the Prey with their -Chief,
and becaufe they were thereby freed
from the Jurifdi@ion of their Tem-
poral Princes, whofe power they more
dreaded, than that of a diftant Tri-
bunal, the Judges whereof being of
the fame Trade as they, were not fo
terrible to them, for one Crow will
not pick out its fellow’s Eyes. In the
mean while, ’tis moft certain, that
a great many Bifhops, efpecially of
this fide the 4/ps, do with a great deal
' B F3 of
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Dominicans, yet he holds the Balance |
always fo even, and difpenfes his Fa. . |
vours {o impartially, that one Order

cannot be opprefs’d by the other, nor

has reafon to complain of the Pope’s
injuftice. Thefe #onks are very pre-

Judicial to the ordinary Priefts, info-

much .as they ‘attra@ to themfelves

the greateft patt of the Alms, Lega-

cies, and Gains proceeding from the
Burials of the Rich, befides the Dj-

reftion of ConfCiences, and Admini- §
ftration of the Sagraments, which has -]
drawn upon them the immortal ha- }
tred of the Bithops and Secular Priefts,
which thofe other don’t much value,
whileft they are under the care and
protection of the Pope ; and befides,
when a Bithop at any time oppos’d
the Pope, the Monks. like fo many
Blood Hounds were immediately after
his heels, and by their bawlings and -
exclamations, foon made him lofe
his Credit with the People, by whom
their Hypocrify and pretended Sani-
ty made them much refpeted; fo
that tlie Bifhops were forced to truc-
kle to the Pope’s Authority, becaufe 1
the People would afford them no Sup-

| 2 pore
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0 ;l:lpatxencg groan under the yoke
b me t; which did appear fufficient
i the Council of Trent, where
e rench and Spanifh Bifhops did
o il:gre.at carneftnefs -endeavouyr
at En}lght be declard, quod Reji-,
o /ffcopo-rtfm fit Furis Divigi, oy
ot y the D.xv,me Appointment each
Urghls oblig’d to refide in his own
o D, as all the Fanfenifts of Frauce
< th¢ Low-Countrics do maintain.
whrt e wileft counld cafily penetrate
anx .ayfhxd. under this {pecious Do-
thotne; or if God has commanded
:v:)t ,muﬁ neceffarily follow, that
o uul}d attord the way and means
o Putting it in practice, q#i dat jus
: ]Z'Zi;;zéqdat Jus ad media ;" and then
: uence it is no Jon ed-
nlllll ﬂito run to Rome, and buygft:ll;cn;(::-
o co(I)%n c;f exsrcxﬁng their charge, And
e the Pope great deal of pains
e %xiqat deal of fears, before he
o f(‘) ige the Council of Trems to
ook iy s 20, D exeramly
. Authority, an -
fore we ‘may be affurd th:t' th‘:tt l}ﬁgﬁl
the P ft General Council,- nor will
o P€ ever more venture his Au-
thority
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thority in fuch like Aflemblies, which
befides will be but very ufclefs things
as long as the Fefwits and others, teacﬁ, .
That the Pope is above the Councils,
and, That he cannot err, and, That the
Councils themfelves muft reccive their
vim vbligandi 4 confirmatione Papa.
In the mean while, let a man fay
what he will, it is certainly the In-
terefts of the Bifhops to truckle to

" that power which they at firft per-
mitted the Pope to exercife.over them,

for it is certain that if they fhould
withdraw themfelves from his obe-
dience, they wouldfall into the hands
of the Secular Power ; efpecially fince
they could never be able to make
good their party againft the Pope,
without the Proteétion of their So-
veraign, who muft be a very power-

« ful Prince to afford it them, therefore

of two evils, ’tis beft that they chufe

the leaft. ,
Sgét. 19. Butaltho’ the Church had

been never {0 rich and populous, yet
to the ere@ing of a Spiritual Monar-
chy, it was abfolutely neceflary that
the Pope fhould in no wife be fub-

ject toany temporal Jurifditions, and
F 4 that
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that he fhoyld hold his Refidence in
fuch a place, which being free from
-obedience to a] other Potentates,

fhould depend on, and owWn no other

Mafter byt him, as alfs to be pofleft
of fuch Revenyes as might enable himy
to live honourably and {plendidly,
and not be ruin’d by the difmcmbring
of his State, and where his Partizanps,

when at any time purfued by thejp .

offended Soveraigns, might find fe-
cure and certaip Refuge; but before
€ could compafs all thef advanta.
ges it has coft him 4 world of pajns,
time, and a powerfy] Refiftance, be.
fides a thoufang fecret Pra@ices ang
Intrigues, T true, the Bifhops of
ileft the Empire of the WefR
ourifhed, and a5 long as the Kingdom
of the Gozks lafted 1n Ztaly, had no
bpportunity to think of, much lefs
£0 put in Execution thefs their am.
bitioys defigns ; byt after that the
Goths were driven oyt of /taly by,the
Cinperor fuftinian, and dtaly with Rome
reduc’d to a Provipge of the Grecigs |
Empire, the Pope cou'd not let flip
o fair an opportunity of freeing him.-
eI from the Jurifdi&iog of the Em.

perors,
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s, to which did not a little con-
fr?l;?lrtt: the contempt of the Impenal
Authority in Ztaly, partly caus’d by
the ill Gouernment of the Exarchare op
Vice-Roy of Ravesna, and partly by
their weaknefs, whileft the Lumbards
were much more powerful in 2l
by the continual quarrels of the Em-

perors about the time of Fuffiniay the

:cond ; to which reafons we may
&e(;; well add the Eaftern Emperors
prohibiting the adoration of Imagcs;,
for Zeo Ifaurus threw them out of all
the Churches, whileft the refpeét tha
was paid “em did degenerate into open
Idolatry, and the People began to be
perfwaded that a greater Reverence
was due to their Saints, than to God
himfelf, Againft this Reformation,
Pope Gregory the fecond, violently op-
pos’d himfelf, and defended the Image-
Worthip with a great deal of zeal,
partly becaufe it was one of the chiefeft
Heads of the Romifh Superﬁmop, and
did bring in no fmall gain to the
Pope’s Coffers ; and partly becaufe jt
vex’d him extreamly, that the Empe-
rors fhould meddle with Ecclefiaftical
Affairs without his knowledge, and

againft Ql
|
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againft his confent, whileft he was
employ'd in the Introdu@ion of hijs
Spiritual Monarchy : And befides, this
feem’d a very fit time for him to Iilakc
off the Authority of the Grecian Em.

erors. In fhort, it was by his In.

igation that the Romans and Jtalisys, -

who, till then, had been very faich-
ful to the Emperor, refusd ‘to pay
Tribute to him any longer ; and there

happening about that time 2 tumule | i

at Ravenna, which was the Seat of
the Exarch, he himfelf, defending the
rights of the Emperors, was kill'd in
the Tumult. And thus ended the
Rule of the Grecian Emperors in that
pare of Ztaly, which ever fince has
been free, and in fubjetion to none,

Sect. 20. "Twas_thus. the Popes
fhook off the Jurifdi®ion of the Gre.
cian Emperors, but were. in danger
of falling into the clutches of a now
Lord, whoft yoke would have been
much more infupportable, than that
of the far diftant Emperors, for the
Kings of the Lumbards endeavourd to
poflefs themfelves of thofe Lands
which were fallen off from the Em.
Peror, and confequently to render

them-
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themf{elves Mafters of all 724/y; and in
effelt, they feiz’d upon Ravenna, and
feveral other places, {0 that there was
no body in 7zaly, that could withftand

their ufurpations ; thereupon,the Pope -

knew not to what refuge he fhould
betake him{clf, unlefs to the Kings of
Framce, who endeavour’d firlt)to ad-
juft the differences amicably and by
tair means, and becaufe the Zumbards
refus’d to hearken to any accomoda-
tion, they refolv’d to oblige them
thereto by force; and they took up-
on them the Protefion of Ztaly the

more willingly, not only becaufe the

Pope Zdehareas had approv’d of Pepins’s
depofing his lawful Soveraign; and
from Great Mafter, making himfelf to
be declar’d King of Framee s but alfo
becaufe they found thereby fo good
an opportunity of making New Con-
quefts in Jtaly, a Country which
had often made the Fresch Mouths
water. Now whileft Pepin, and after
him charlemain made War very fuc-
cefsfully again(t the Lumbards, and
"had reconquer'd the whole Kingdom
of Italy, they prefented the Pope with

{ ~ all that part of it, which was com-

prchended
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prehended under the Exarchate s which
fat Donation, That they might more
peaceably retain, the Popes’in after

Ages gave out, that it was the gift of -
Conitantine the Great; which fham,

paft very eafily upon the ignorance
of thofe barbarous times. In (hort,

the French Kings were much obligd

to the Pope for the Reafons already
mention’d, and therefore by this gift
they fought to exprefs their Gratitude,
efpecially whileft by a prefent of
what was none of their own, they
could acquire a great reputation of
Charity and Holinefs ; which in thefe
times, was valu'd according to the
Liberalities and Donations made to the

Clergy ; infomuch, that the Kings [§

them{elves endeavour’d to free their
Foundations and Settlements on the
Church, from all fort of Subje&ion
or Homage, and to aflure to the Cler-
gy the free pofleflion of what they
had given ’em. Now thefe too ex-
travagant Donations have not - been
the leaft reafon, why the Clergy has
taken fo much pains to fhake off the
Royal Supremacy, whileft they juftly

apprchendcd, that the Succeffors of |

thofe
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thofe that had been fo liberal to them,
coming to fee their Errour fhould
recall all that had been given to
them ; and from hence it 1s, that the
Politicks have made this remark :
That Kings by the Conceflion of too
great Privileges and immunities have
made themfelves more Enemies than
Friends, whilft the Receivers live in a
continual fear and fufpicion of the
Givers leaft they fhould one day recall
or retrench their immoderate Libe-
ralities ; and therefore to prevent that
Inconvenience, they are never quiet
till they have tied them fo faft, thas
it {hall not be in the King’s Power, if
it were in his will, to deprive them. of
’em. The moft Impartial of the learn-
ed are of the opinion that the Popes did
heretofore defign to eret into a Sove-
raignty, thofe Lands which were thus
beftowed on them, but that their peo-
ple oppos’d it, defiring rather to be
free : %efpecially whilft it feem’d very
ftrange to them that the Pope (who
was a Clergy-man) fhould likewife be
a Temporal Prince; ’twas upon this
Account that Rome took up Arms, and

drove out of their City Pope Zeo the
third,
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prehended under the Exarchate ; which
fat Donation, That they might more
peaceably retain, the Popes’in after

Ages gave out, that it was the gift of -
Constantine the Great; which {ham, |

paft. very eafily upon the ignorance
of thofe barbarous times. In fhore,

the French Kings were much oblig’d - |

to the Pope for the Reafons already
mention’d, and therefore by this gift
they fought to exprefs their Gratitude,
efpecially whileft by a prefent of
what was none of their own, they

could acquire a great reputation of

Charity and Holinefs ; which in thefe
“times, 'was valu'd according to the
Liberalities and Donations made to the
Clergy ; infomuch, that the Kings

themlelves endeavourd to free their

Foundations and Scttlements on the
Church, from all forc of Subjeion
or Homage, and to affure to the Cler-
gy the free pofleffion of what they
had given ’em. Now thef too ex-
travagant Donations-have not been
the leaft reafor, why the Clergy has

taken fo much pains to fhake off the *

Royal Supremacy, whileft they juttly

apprehended, that the Succeffors of |

thofe
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thofe that had been o liberal to them,
coming to fee their Errour fhould
recall al| that had been given to

them ; and from hence it is, that the

Politicks have made this remark :
That Kings by the Conceflion of too

great Privileges and immunities have

made themfelves more Enemies than
Friends, whilft the Receivers live in a
continual fear and fufpicion of the
Givers leaft they fhould one day recall
or retrench their- immoderate Libe-
ralities ; and therefore to prevent that

Inconvenience, they are never quiet

till they have tied them o faft, that
it fhall not be in the King’s Power, if
it were in his will, to deprive them. of
’em. The moft Impartial of the learn-
ed are of the opinion that the Popesdid
heretofore delign to ereél into a Sove-
raigncy, thofe Lands which were thus
beftowed on them, but that their peo-
ple oppos’d it, defiring rathex; to be
fret : ®efpecially whilft it feem’d very
ftrange to them chat the Pope (who
was a Clergy-man) fhould likewife be
a Temporal Prince; ’twas upon this
Account that Reme tookup Arms, and

drove out of their City Pope Zeo the
third,
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third, who betaking himfelf to Char-

lemainy, was by him Re-eftablifh’d in

his Popedom. Buton the other fide,
the Pope conjointly with the People
of Rome declar’d Charlemain Emperor,
whereby he became Sovercign over
the Exarchite of Ravemna, and other
places of Z#4ly which had rais’d them-
felves into free States out of the Ruins
of the weflern Empire, {o that aftes.
wards the Pope himfelf held thofe
Lands, dependently. of the Emperor

who was likewife named Advocazaser

Defenfor Ecclefie, which lafted till the
time of the Emperor Henry the fourth.
Seét. 21.Bur at laft this Advocacy or
Proteltion of the Emperor began to
feem tedious to the Popes,becaufe they
could not be elected without theEmpe-
rors confent and confirmation,who us’d
likewife to curb them, when théy
Frcw infolent; and proceeded even
ometimes to the depofal of them.
Now to fhake off this heavy Y®ke of
the Emperor, the Popes left no ftone
unturn’d, and took a wonderful deal
of pains before they could attain to
their defire. *T'was therefore they la-
bour’d fo carpeftly to give the Empe-
. rors

/
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rors their hands full of work,fometimes
in Germany, fometimesin taly, there-
by to weaken their power and authori-
ty. ‘To which the German Bithops did
not a little concurr, who were not
well pleas’d to be under the SubjeCtion
of the Emperor, and receive their Bi-
fhopricks at his hands. Therefore the

confpir'd with the Pope to eﬁabli(%;
an abfolute Sovereignty inthe Church,
And to put thistheir defign in Execu-
tion they found no time more conve-

‘nient or proper than the Reign of

Henry thefourth, who by reafon of his

“diffolute life and Government was in

perpetual diflention with his States of
Germany. ‘Therefore when Gregory the
feventh, who was before nam’d Aildea
brand, afcended the Papal Chair, being
a praud, ambitious, and refolute man,
he began to exclaim againft the Em-
peror, giving out that the diftribution
of Ecclefiaftical Benefices. did not be-
long to him, becauf¢ he made a fcan-
dalous Traflick of them, felling them
to people of an ill repute, and inftal-
ling them therein before they had ta-
ken Holy ordcrs; and becaufe the

Emperor uadertook to defend his
juft
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juft Rights, the Pope thunder’d outan
Excommunication, and animated the
Bifhops and the other Sates of Germany
againft him, and gave him fo much
trouble and vexation, that at laft, he
was fain to abandon his Right of be-
ftowing the Bifhopricks, and leave
them wholly in the Pope’s difpofal.
But the Pope’s main aim was not {o
much to free the Bifhops from the Em-
peror’s jurifdition, as to make him-
felf Supreme in Izaly, and to bring all
the Princes in SubjeCtion to the Papal
Chair: And fome are of opinion that
he might at laft have effeCted, what
he had begun, whilft Exrope at that
time was divided into fo many little
Lordfhips, and moft of em had weak,
and inconfiderable Princes, and a great

many of them, either out of devorion, -

or clfc for fear of being fwallow’d up
by the Great Ones, chofe freely to
fubmit themfelves to the Papal Chair,
and to pay him Tribute. So that if
there had but fucceeded three or four
Popes, as Couragious and cunning as
Gregory, covering their defign with
the veil of Religion, and taking the
fpecious pretext of Defending the peo-

S e ——
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ples intereft againft the oppreffion of
their Princes, they had made them-
felves temporal, as well as' Spiritual
Monarchs.  And the Pope did not on-
ly pretend o flip his neck out of the col-
lar, and free himfelf from the Empe-
ror’s power, but he did likewife erndea-
vour to make him take his turn, and to
fubmit him to his own Authority ; -for
he made himfelf Judge of the Empe-
ror’s Allions, fummon'd him to ap-
pear before his Tribunal, and anfwer
to the Complaints which his Subjects
made againit him, and by reafon of his
Non-appearance, he declar’d him Ex-~
communicated, and fallen from the
Empire ; and altho’ his Son Henry the
fifth, endeavour’dto recover what the
Popes had fqueez'd out of his Father,
and feizing upon Pope Pafchal, obliged
him to reftore to him his right of in-
vefting the Bifhops ; yet the Clergy of
Europe were {odifcontented therewith,
and teas’d him continually till they had
forced him (in the Yearr122.) to re-
fign (for ever) that Right to the Pope.
Not long before, the {ame difpute a-
rofc in England, which at lalt (in the
Year 1107.) was thus adjufted: The
G King




8z - The Dittazy

King fhould no longer infift upon his
Right of invefting the Bifhops; and
they in acknowledgment of that Fa-
vour fhould do him Homage, which
Article was not very pleafing to the

Pope, who had been better contented N

if they had refus'd o pay any fort of
{ubmiffion to their King, ashe did ef-
fe€tually forbid the Bifhops of France
to do; but Zewis the fixth and his Suc-

ceflors ftood up fo ftoutly in defence of

this their Right, that the Pope was for-
ced with fhame to quit his preten(ions :
Befides, fearing to draw upon his Head
two Powerful Monarchs of Germany
and Frauce, he thought it betrer to keep
in with one, whom he in time ofnecd
might oppof¢ againft the other, efpe-
cially whileft it was not {o much his in-
tereft to weaken the French King, with
whom he had not fo many Feathers to
pluck, astohumble the Emperor, who
was then very Powerful in Italy, and
endeavoured to bring into {ubjeflion
the City of Rome , befides,he knew that
Germany was not fo fireightly United
as Francey, and whileft the other Prin-
ces were jealous and apprehenfive of
the Emperor’s Greatnefs, they cafily

- agreed
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agreed with the Pope tohumble hima
lictle, whichdefign they palliated with
the pretence of Proteling the Papal
Chair and the Church’s Authority,
Tis true, Frederick the firft and the
fecond ufed all their efforts to re-cfls.
blifh the Imperial Power o’cr the Pope,
but ineffeGtually , whileft ltaly wasdi-
vided into the two Factions of th

Guelphs and Gibelines: the former of

which held with the Pope, the latter
with the Emperor, and caus’d fo ob-~
ftinate and implacable‘quarrels, that
it was impofiible for the Emperor to
reduce Zzaly to a perfe@ Obedience.
And after the death of Frederick the fe- -
cond,whilft all things were in a ftrange
confufion by reafon of the long Znter-
regnum that then Succeeded, the fol-
lowing Emperors thank’d God that
they could maintain themfelves Peace-
ably in Germany, without troubling
their Headsany more with the affairs

B o Ztaly ; {othat the Popes have quiet-

ly exercis’d their Sovereignty as well -

~ perfonally, asin refpe of the Goods

of the Romifb Church.
Se¥. 22.  But this Greatnefz could

& .ot terminate the Pove’s Ambition,

G2 but

|
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but was the occafion of his flarting &
another Doftrine, which fervd to |

extend his power far beyond that of

all other Princes; for it maintain’d §

a fort of an indire€t Authority, right
of examining and animadverting on
the altions of all the temporal Sove-

raigns; and tho’ it was not faid in §

down-right terms, that the Princes
did depend on his Holinefs in meer

Worldly Affairs, yet he thought that

that abfolute power which he had

acquir’d in Ecclefiaftical Matters, did
fufficiently Authorize him to judge §
of their Attions, whether they were |

good or bad, to advife, and corre&

them ; and in fine, to forbid whathe §
thought unfit, and to command what §

he approv’d of.

Thus when at any time the Prin- |}

ces were in War with one another,

the Pope made ufe of his Authority §

to commland a Ceflation of Arms,
and that, they fhould bring their
Quarrel before him, and expe& his
decifion thereof, threatning the ob-

ftinate, not only to Excommunicate |
their perfons, but likewife to Sufpend 3
- through their whole Kingdom the &

: exercifc &
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exercife of Divine Worfhip, and ufe
of the Holy Sacraments, whileft he
imagin’d that it belong’d to him only
to remove all occalions of Scandal
in Chriftendom, to fuccour the op-
prefled, and in fhort to adminifter
Judgment and Juftice to the whole

‘World; therefore he willingly heark-

ned to, and took upon him' to redrefs
the injuries of all fuch as made their
complaints to him ; nay, he proceed-
ed farther, taking cognizance of thofe
injuftices which Princes did to their
own Subjeés, as alfo of the new im-
pofitions that were laid on them, and
forbad fometimes their proceeding
any farther, under pain of Excom-
munication : Sometimes the Pope de-
clar'd confifcated the Goods of fuch
as he had excommunicated, and law-
ful prize for the next that {hould lay
hands on them, expofing thereby their
lives to very eminent Dangers, and
difpenfing their Subjefls from all
Oaths of Allegiance, under the pre-
tence, that it was not fit to leave the
Government of Chriftian People to
Princes that fhould rebel againft the
Church ; and fuch Hellifh Maxims

G3 feveral
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feveral Popes have dar'd to maintain
and put in eXecution againft Crown.
ed Heads; and to render more plau.
fible thefe their execrable Defigns
amongft the ignorant people, they
ferv'd themfelves of a forg’d Decreral
whereon they began to found a new
Fus Canowicxm, which aferibd to
the Pope an unlimitted Power over
all Chriflians, and impowerd him as

common Father to command or for. I;:

bid the Faithful the exercife of what.
foever had any relatign to their Sal.
vation and good of the Religion,
and to punifh fuch as refus'd to o
bey. And the reafon why the Pre-
deceflors of Gregory the feventh, did
not exercifc fuch a power over the
Emperors, was (fay they) either be-
caule the Emperors liv'd (o well, that
there was no need of it, or that the
Popes lead fo bad a life, that they
ought rather to be correfed by o-
thers, than think of correcting others.

And to give the more Authority
to the Pope’s pretenfions, the did not
fail to quote what St. Ambrofe had

done againft the Empefor Theodofius,

and that the Bithops of Spain, had
o oblig’d
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oblig’d their King Wamba to {fubmic
to fo extraordinary a Pennance, as the
renouncing of his Kingdom ; as alfo,
That the French Bithops had deposd
Lewis furnam’d the Godly, who after-
wards durft not re-aflume the Crown,
without the Confent of' another Af-
fembly of the Bifhops: That Fulk,
Arch:Bifhop of Rhemes had threatned
Charles the Simple, to Difpence his
Subjefls of that obedience they ow’d
unto him, in cafe he proceeded to
make any Alliance with the Nor-
mans, who at that rimec were Hea-
thens. Now, no body could doubt,
but that the Pope’s Authority extends
it felf farther than all the Bifhops,
fince it had no other bounds than
what the Canons of the Councils and
Decrees of the Popes themielves pre-
{cribed it: which had never forbid
them to depofe Kings ; but their Pre-
deceflors could not prevent that which
they could not fore-fee, nor did they
ever dream, that they fhould arrive
to fuch 2 height of impudence. And
fince the Popes had taken upon ‘em
to beftow the Royal Title, and that

there were found Princes, who :either
: G4 out
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out of 2 motive of Ambition or Sy.
perftition, did feek their Confirma-
tion from Rome, they imagin’d the

had no lefs a right to deprive thofe
of their Crowns, whom thev efteem’d
unworthy to bear them.  They could
not a little incommode the Princes
likewife by their forbidding all Mar-
riages within the feventi Degree of
Confan uinity, and the fourth of Af
finity, for whileft among great Peo.

‘ple, there can feldom any Match be

propos’d, where one of thofe Degrees
will not occur, they were in conti-
nual fear of the Pope’s troubling their
Negotiation, if they did not humbly
crouch to him, and implore his Dj.
fpenfation; fo that let j¢ happen how
it would, they found themfelves ob-
lig’d to dance after his Pipe.

- Laftly, The Popes by the great
number of Affairs, to be difpacch’d
in their Courts, allur’d the greateft
and moft learned Men |of Europe to
them, who came with a elign either
of procuring themfelves fdme employ,
or clfe to accomplifh themfelves in
this great School, to be able to
ferve their Countries at home, Now

5
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as moft of thefc expe@ed their For-
tune from the Pope, they devoted
themfelves entirely to his will,as well as
all the Clergy who unanimoufly own’q
him their Head and General.  Apd
this Pope Bowiface the cighth, did very
evidently demonfirate by the Frbilee
which he publifl’d in the year 1300,
where hc appear’d firft in “the Habit
of an Emperor, then in his Ponti.
ficial Robes, ordering two Swords
to be carried before him as Marks of
his Authority in all Civil as well as
Ecclefiaftical Affairt,

Sedt. 23. In the mean while the
Popes could not long enjoy this ufur.
ped, and intolerable power without a
great deal of oppofition ; fo that they
were forced more than once to change
their Notes, and to manage their pre-
tenfions more flyly and cautioufly,

"Tis true, in the Quarrels which they
had with the Emperors Henry, and

Frederick, they often got the better .
yet fometimes they met with qruei
rubs, and were forced to hear things
which were not much to their cre-
dit; and from which the. impartiaf
may judge, That it was not the Glory

of

&
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of God, but Worldly Honor and Ad.
vantage, that were the ends of alf their
Defigns.

But when Bozéface the cighth would
have play’d fome of his tricks with
Philip the~Fair of France, he oppos’d
himfelf {6 {¢afonably againft the Popes
- encroachments, and ~ defended his
rights {o courageoufly, that that dj.
fpute turn’d whollyto the thame and
confufion of the Pope. And Philip,
that he might not give any occafion

of {candal by his profecuting and re- .

venging himfelf on Boniface, gave out,
that he did not artack him as the
Vicar of Jefus Chrift, but as a wicl-
ed Prelate, who by ‘unlawful ways
had ufurp’d the Papal Chair, and
therefore defired the calling toge-
ther of a General Council to deliver
the Church of o unjuft an oppreflor.

- But the Schifims which afterwards
follow’d, made a much greater breach
in the Popes Authority, chn by the
divifion of the Cardinals, two Popes
were at the fame time ele®ed, who
-excommunicated and anathematized
oneanother ; and, the better to main-
tain themfelves in the Papal Chair,
they
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they were forced to flatter and ca-
refs the Kings, and zacitly own there-
by, that they could not fubfift with-
out their Support 3 and fuch a Schifin
was a very evident Mark that it was
not the Holy Ghoft, but devilifh In-
trigucs that prefided in thofe Eleti-
ons ; and therefore the moft prudent
of the Clerpy were of opinion,
that neither of %em ought to be ad-
Eittcd to the Papal Authority, but

at they fhould proceed to a new
Ele@tion, which afterwards was pra-
&is’d by the Council of Conffance.
The firlt Schifm as I take it, happen-
ed in the year rr343 or as others
reckon, 1130, when alter the Death
of Henmry the fifth, two Popes, Zano-
cent the fecond, and dnacletns, were
chofen both together; and tho’ the
fint had gain’d the moft partizans,
yet the latter was vigoroufly main-
tain’'d againft him by the King of

- Sicily and the Duke of Aguitain

But he dying, his Friends chofé a third
in his place, nam’d Picfor, whom
Innocent brought to an Accommo-
dation, {0’ that he at laft ceas’d from
his pretenfions, and frcely fubmitted

| himfelf
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himfelf to Znnocent. But after the
Death of Adrian the fourth, there
were again two Popes ele@ed, Alex-
ander the third, and #iétor the fourth -
with the firft held England Frauce,
and Sicily; with the latter, Frederick
the firft, all Germany, and moft of
the Clergy of Rome s and after his
Death, his followers chofe three o-
thers fucceflively in his place, who
were all out-liv’d by Alexander ; noy
all thefe cursd, and excommunicate%
one another after the moft infamous
manner in the World, and each of
em were forc'd to fhew more Obe-
dience than Authority to their Pro-
teCtors, .

But the greateft and moft fcandalous
Schifm was that which arofe after the
death of Gregory the eleventh, when
in like manner tewo Popes were cho-
fen, one of which kept his Refidence
at Rome, and the other at Avigron,and
this lafted amongft their Succeflors at
leaft Forty years, whileft both Parties
vomited out all the injuries imaginable
again{t one another: The Pope of 4vig-
#os Was maintain’d by Frante,Scotland,
Caftile, Savoy and Naplesy but the reft

of
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of the Chriftian States held with the
Pope of Rome ; both of em bragg'd of
the Great and Holy Perfons they had
of their fide, as likewife the Revelati-
ons, and Miracles which Heaven in
their Favour had produced, andf{o ma-.
ny reafons were brought in the Favour
of each of ’em, that there was no other

~ way to be found than to Cite them

both before the Council of Conflance,
where they were forc’d to Renounce
their Popedoms,and a new Pope was e-
le@ed. The laft Schifm happen’d inthe

Year 1433, when the Council of Ba-

fi! depos’d Engenius- the fourth, and
chofe in hisplace Pope Fa/ix the fifth.
But the firft refus’d to fubmit to their
Authority, and the Diffention lafted
till after the death of Exgenius, when
Nicholas the fifth being chofen, Felix

“defirous of Peace, yielded all his pre-

tenfions to him on very good Conditi-
ons, aboutthe Year1438. Now ’tis
eafy to imagine how much thefe
Schifms and Quarrels expos’d the Pa-
denda Paparum, whileft the Councils
were oblig’d on thefe occafions to in-
terpofe their Authority, and Bridlethe
Irregularities of the Pope, to which

people
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people began to appeal from the Pope,
as to the Higher Powers; o thatwhen
the Popes beganat any time to be un-
ruly, there was no fuch Bug-bears as
to threaten them witha Council. ’Tis
plain that the Popescould not Jord j¢
over the Councils, fince Gregory the
feventh himfelf, when he had renew’d
the old quarrel betwixt him and the
Emperor Benry the fourth,declar’d that

he would calla Council, in a place of
Security, whereboth the Friends and
Enemigs, Ecclefiaftick as well as Se-

cular, might come without any dan-
ger, and judge whether he or the Em-
peror had violated the Peace, and to
propofe means for the re-eftablifhing of
it. The fame Proteftation was made
by Pope Gelafins the fecond, in his quar-
rel with Henry the fifth; to which he
added that he was contented to ftand

to the Decifion of his Brechren che Bj- |

fhops, whom God himfelf had made
his Judges in the Church, and without
whom he durft not take in hand an af.
fair of fo Great Importance. Zunocent
the third declar’d alfo, that he durf} not
undertake to judge of the Marriage be-
tWixe Philip duguft, and Ingeburg of

Denmark,

- and made a Decree befide, That nei-
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Denmark, without asking the Opini-
on of a General Courcil; and if he
fhould prefume to do'it, he ihould be
in danger of lofing his Charge and
Dignity, whereby he feem’d to own,
thata Pope, by the abufe of his Office,
might Lawfully be depriv’d of the
fame. Butr when the Princes in fol-
lowing times infifted upon thofe Con-
feflions of the Popes, all the anfwer and
fatisfaction they could have, was, that
truly their Predeceffors had us'd fich
fort of Expreffions, butthey were one-
ly Complements, and bare Ceremoni-~
ous words, and that the Modcfty which
they had fhown in that matter, ought
not to be prejudicial to them.

Thus in the Year 1409. The Coun-
cil of Pifadepos’d the two Antipopes,
Benedié? the twelfth, and Gregory the
twelfth, and in their place chofe 4-
lexander the fifth s but the Council of
Conftance did not only confirm the
EleCtion of the faid two Popes, but
alfo depos’d John the twenty fourth
who fucceded Alexander the fifth.,

The Council of Bafil proceeded in
like manner againft Eugenzus the fourth,

ther
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ther at Rome, nor in any other place,
fhould there be any Expedition-Money
given for Ecclefiaftical Matters. Al
which Proceedings ftruck at the very
Foundations of Papal Government; and
therefore *tis no wonder that the Popes
were afterwards {o fhy in calling the
Council of 7rens, and that they then
us’d fo many Artifices to impede its de-
crecing any thing prejudicial to their
Authority, and that, fince that time
they have bidden an Eternal adieu. to
all Councils. ‘ |
Sect. 24. Amongft all thefe Schifins
the Tranflation of the Papal Chair

trom kome to Avignon, did not a litcle

weaken their Authority ; the Firft that
began it, (if [ am not deceiv’d,) was
Clement the fifth at the perfwalion of
Philip the Fasir, King of France, who
hadquarrell’d withBouiface the eighth,
and was Excommunicated by him:
the effelts of which he defign’d to

prevent if he could but once oblige the -

Popes 1o refide in France, elpecially
whileft thereby moft of the Cardinals
fhould be chofen out of the French Na-
tion ; and indeed the Pope, did refide
in that City more than feventy year,

- without
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without reckoning the time of the 4»-
ti-popesywhich became very prejudicial
to the Papal Soveraignty; for till
then, amongft other' pretences on
which the Popedom was founded,
one of the Chieteft was, That St. Pezer
having been Bifhop of Rome, by his
perfonal Refidence there, had “com-
municated a particular Advantage and
Holinefs to that City, which, whe-
ther _the Popes. could tranfport to
Avignon, was very. much doubred of s
fo that from thence, the Pope found
himfelf very often oblig’d to dance -
after the French-man’s Pipes, and to

be wholly at his Devotion ; tho’ the
French, who did then much brag of

the-prize they had got, do now coms
plain, that by the Refidence of the
Court of Rome in France, they had
gain’d nothing, unles it be the Art
of Chicaning, Simony, and another.

‘abominable Crime, which it is hard-

ly lawtul to pronounce; to which we
may add, that the Papal Court be-
ing thus tranflated from its natu:’
ral Seat into a Foreign Country, its.
imperfe@tions were the more cafily
expos’d, and confequently the Popes

; H became
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became more defpicable. ‘This ab-
fence of the Popes was no lefs pre-
judicial to the Ecclefiaftical Lands in
Zialy, for after thac the Emperor had
loft all his Authority there, every
petty Prince was for ere@ing himfeif

into a Soveraign, and by the divi.

fions of ‘the Guelphs and Gibelines, all
things were brought into confufion.
The neighbouring Princes, without
any {cruple, pillag’d the Church’s
Patrimony, whileft the abfence of the
Pope had made them forget all the

B refpect they ow'd him; the moft of

his Cities at " the perfwafion of the
Florentines,drove out his Legates, and

either ereed themfelves into Free
States, or chofe them a Prince of their

own City ; to which we may add,
that the Emperor Lewis of Bavaria,
having quarrell’d with the Pope, and
gain'd the Subjefts of the Ecolefia-
ftical State, to his Interefts, made
himfelf Mafter of moft of the Goun-

try, as being a Feoff of the Empire,

and invefted therewith fuch as took
his part againft the Popes fo that St.
Peter’s Patrimony was at that time in
a very bad conditiony nor have the

o _ Popes

Popes been fince able to reduce the
better part of what wasthus taken from
them, into their power, but are for-
ced to leave the poffeffors thereof in
a free enjoyment of what they have
gotten. 3 A
In the mean time, the City of Rome
was at laft oblig’d to fubmit to the
Pope’s Soveraignty, which it had fo
long oppos’d; “after that, Pope Bowi-
face_the ninth, in the year 1 393. had
fortified the Caftle of St. Angelo,
which ferv’d to bridle the City,
and keep it in fubjection. Alexander
the fixth, was chiefly the caufe that

the Pacrimony of the Church felf

again into the hands of the Pope ;s
he had a natural Son, nam’d Cefar
Borgia, who, upon the account of the
Dukedom of #alence, brought to him
as Dowry by his Wife cCharlosse
d Albres, was commonly call’d i/ Duce
Valentino. Now whileft the Pope

ufed all his endeavours, to make his

$on a powerful Prince in #aly, toat-
tain to his ends; he bethought him-
felf of chis expedient: He drove out
thof little Signiors that were poflefs’d

of fmall parcels of the Church’s Ter<

H2 Ii‘O!'Y y

A
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ritory, making himfcIf Mafter of thofe
places which they held, and then
gave his Son the Propriety thereof.
This his defign fucceeded very hap.
pily, and he made a fhift to reduce
either by force or treachery, moft of
thofe little Lordfhips into his fubje-
Cion, and tho’ Borgia us’d a great
deal of temerity in the management
of this affair; yet he faid, he knew
well' enough what he did, fince his
Father, who was infpir’d by the Holy
Ghoft, approv’d of all his a@ions.

- But when he wanted Money to
pay his Souldiers, he plotted with his
Father to poifon feveral of the rich-
eft Cardinals at a Banquet defign’d
for that purpofe, and thereby, not
only to put himfelf in pofleflion of
their goods, but likewife to be- rid

of hateful perfons, who, he feard,

might oppole themfelves to his de-
fign s but m the mean time,the Servant
he had. employ’d in this his devilifh
defign, by miftake; gave the Pope and
his Son the empoifon’d drink, 5 that
the Pope died immediately thereof,
and the Duke very hardly efcaped,
at the expence of a sexrible ficknef ;

: 4 nor
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nor could he afterwards with all his
Authority oblige the Cardinals to
chufe a Pope that fhould be in his
Interefts.

Thus Borgia’s valt ambitious pro-
jects dwindled into nothing, for after
the Death of Pius the third, who held
the Chaira very few Weeks, came
Jalius the fecond, the {fworn impla-
cable enemy of Borgia, to fucceed

" him, who reduced all that he had

taken, and drove him at laft out of
the Country ; and this Pope prevail-

.ed fo far by his Bribes, and Artifi-

ces,that he regain’dall that the Church
had had beforein its pofleffion, except
the .Dutchy of Ferrara, which like-
wife, at the latter end of the laft
Age, the legitimate Race of all the
Princes of E/f being ended, fell into
the Popes hands again ; he al{o hin-

~ der'd the French from making them-

felves Mafters of all r7taly.
~ Seét. 25. But now whileft the Pope-
dom feem’d to be in its greateft Splen-
dor, and at as high a point of per-
fe@ion as it could ever afpire to, all
the weft having join'd it {cIf to the
Communion and Fellowfhip of the
‘ / H3 Romax
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Roman Church, excepting fome few
relicks of the #audois in France, and the

Huffites in Bohemia, which were alto.

gether inconfiderable ; and the quar-
rel betwixe Pope Falius the fecond,

and Lewis the twelfth of France, which

had eafily occafion’d a new Schifmn, -

being happily compos’d after thar
Pope’s death by Leon -the Tenth .
and the old complaints that were us’d
to be made againft the ambition of
the Courc of Rome, being almoft all
laid afleep; there happen'd upon a
very {light occafion, (o terrible an In-

furretion againft the Papal Chair,
that a great part of Eurgpe did with

draw its {elf from the Tyranny there-
of, and did run the'rifqﬁc of Znhif'::-
coverable deftru@®ion. In which Af
fair, as in -all other, we will only
obferve, how much humane prudence
and defigns contributed thereto, and
will rather adore with an humble
refpe€t and admiration the Counfel and
Work of God Almighty,than prefump-

tuonily penetrate into his Holy Myfte-

ries ; and here we may not unfitly
quote that expreflion which Tucitus
ufes in his Hiftory ; Abditos Numinis

Jenfus
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[enfus exquirere illicitam, nec ideo affe-
gusre.  Now Leon the tenth, was a
peaceable, magnificent and very libe-
ral Prince to Wife and Learned Men,
and might have pafs'd for a good
Pope, had he had but an indifferent
knowledge of Religion, and inclina-
tion to Piety, for both which (on
the contrary ) he was very infenfi-
ble: He living very {plendidly, and
having exhaufted his Treafures b
the extravagant Pomp and Magni'ﬁ’:
cence of his Court, did not under-
ftand the Arc of making Gold, but
was forc’d in his necefiities to have
recourfe to the Cardinal Lanrentius
Puccinsy who finding all the other
means of getting Money quite eX-
haufted, bethought himfelf of Indul-
gences, which the Pope difpers’d for
Money through all Chriftendom, in
the moft ample form, for the fervice
as well of the dead as of the living,
with permiffion to eat Eggs, and
Milk-Vi&uals on Faft-days, with fe-
veral fuch like privileges; and the
Money which he hoped to collect by
this infamous commerce, was already
difpos'd of, and that efpecially, which
| -~ Hg was

&



Jog The Dittoyy

was to be gather'd in Sawonmy, ang
in all that Country to the Sea, wss
deftin’d for Magdalen the Pope’s .
fter; and that “they might exeradt
greater pains from this {ore of Mer.
chandice, a Comumiiffion of colle&ing

fuch Moncy was given to one Arcim.

boldus a Bifhop in name and habit only,
but a man thar was incomparably
well verfed in the tricks of (he Genoa
Merchants, and that woyld only deal
out Commiffions to fuch as bad moft
for them, and whofe only profpe&
was the advantage and gain that could
be made of ’em.  Now ’cwas anci-
ently the Cuftom in Saxony for the
St. Auftin’s Hermets to preach the Jn.

dulgences, but Areimboldus his Com-

miffioners knowing the great Expe-
rience they had in that fore of work,
durft not truft them fof feqy of being
out-witted by ’em, therefore they
made choife of the Dominicans , this
procedure touch’d the Auftin Monks
to the quick, whileft they faw it re-
fleCted on their reputation ;*and-: in-
fring'd their rights and.privileges.
. But the Dominicans 1o (hew their
diligence in their new cmploy, preach-
o Lo ed
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ed up their Merchandice extreamly
to the great {candal of their Audi-
tors, whilet the Commiflaries {pent
in riotous Debauches what the poor -
peafants had fcrap’d together, to re-
deem their fins withal.” Thercupon
Luthery a Monk ot St. Auftin's Order,
took occafion to preach againft this
impudent and fcandalous commerce :
and after that, he had throughly ex-
amin'd- the whole contrivance, he
propos’d Ninety Five Thefes upon that
Matter at Wittenburg o in the year
1517. againft which, Fobn Tetfel a -
Dominican ¥Fryar of Frazkford on the

- other, propos’d as many quite con-

trary ; the difpute being thus com- °
menc'd, they began both to write at
large in defence of their propofiti-
ons; but whilcft Luther had the Scrip-
tures and Reafon on his fide, his Ad-
verfary could not defend his Opini-
on by any ftronger Arguments than
the Church and Pope’s -Authority ;
this oblig’d Luther to go farther,
and to {earch into the ground and
foundation of the Pope’s Authority,
and to examine in what condition the
Church then was, wh’crcby‘hcmor’g
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and more difcover’d the errors and
abufes thereof, and fharply repre-

hended the feandalous Lives of the -

Popes and Monks, and prov’d that the
Soveraign powers: were oblig’'d to
reform fuch abufes; and to the end
that he might be fupported by them, he
very advantageoully reprefented their
condition, power and grandeur, where.
of the Prieftshad before given little and
contemptible Idea’s, and vilifi'd chefy
extreamly, by which means his Do-
&rine was receivd by a great num-
ber of perfons, and fpread it felf
mightily in a fmall time.

Sedt. 2.6. But that we may the Bet- |

ter underftand how a poor inconfi-
derable Monk could give o terrible
a blow to the Pope’s Authority, we
muft obferve that next to the Divine
Dire€tion and Concurrence, the fit
jun&ure of time did not a little cap-
tribute to the {o firange fuccefs of this

mighty Work, as likewife the Difpo-

*

fitions of the people’s minds ar that
very time. .

For firft the Caufe of Luther, con-
-cerning the Indulgences, was fo juft
and reafonable, that feveral Famous
Divines
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Divines ranged themfelves on his fide,
(though they afterwards fell off from
him ) as well as fome Cardinals, and
Georpe Duke of Saxony himfelf: And
his Adverfaries were fuch perfons, that
all honeft. men were fcandaliz’d ac
their ignorance and malice: Befides,

there was no body at firft that could

have been' perfwaded, the. bufinefs

&oula have gone {o far. Lather him-

f did not then dream of his re-
volting from the Pope. Maximilian
the Emperor was not averfe to Luther’s
Dolrine ; and when he heard of him,
he is reported to have faid, 7hey (hould
keep that Monk for him; there were
only a few Monks, and the Commif-
{aries of the Indulgences, whofe Trade
was like to go te wrack, that oppo-
fed themfelves; and they made fuch
a-do, that by their folly and impru-~
dence they rais’'d a little {park of fire
into a mighty and dangerous come
buftion.

Now Chriftendom at that time
was in a very miferable condition,
the whole World was plung’d into
unneceflary Ceremonies, the malici-

ous Monks rul’d uncontrouledly ovlc]:r
the
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the minds and confciences of the Laity,
which they had fetter'd in undiﬂy .
luble bands.  The Divinity of thofe
times, was degenerated into meer So-
phiftry and Bantering, The Priefts de-
fin'd their opinions, and Jaid down
their propofitions without ever put-
ting themfelves to the trouble of prov.

ing them; and the way of living of

the then Clergy from che higheft,
the lowelt, did contra@ the od¥
and contempt of all the World ; the
two preceding Popes, Alexander the
fixth, and fa/ius the fecond, had made
their Memory ftink, and left a very

bad name behind *em upon the ac-

count of their vices, their quarrel-
fomnefs. infidelity,  ambition and o-
ther fuch qualifications very much
difagreeing with the requifites of a
Clergy-man ; the Bifhopsif they were
any thing worth, were neverthelefs
deeply embroil'd in worldly Affairs,
and moft of ’em lcad a very feanda-
lous life, being better verfed in she
hunting of Beafts, than in the Apo-
folick way of catching Men; the
Priefts and Monks sere plung’d o-
ver head and eais in ignorance, and
| gave
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gave a great Scandal to the common
People by their Debauches and irregu-
lar Lives, as they were become unfup-
portable to all the World by their in-
fatiable Avarice and Thirft  after
Riches. ,

Befides, thofe that oppos'd them-
felves firft againft Lwther, were mife-
rably ignorant, and for the moft part
infamous Monks, who not being us’d
to his way of difputing, were at the
firft bout confounded, and could not
tell where to lay hold on him and
tho’in the preceding timesthe Clergy
were as bad as then, yet the univerfal
ignorance of thofe barbarous Ages did
not let it. appear; but afterwards,
when Ewrope began to be enlighten’d
by the blooming dawn and reftorati-
on of Letters, their Spots and Defor-
mities were expos’d to every man’s
naked Eye : And therefore it was,
that the Priefts and Monks , "whofe
Eyes were offended and dazled by the
new-ap earing Light, were {fo much
incens (F againft thofe Znffauratores lite-
rarum, and fought all ways to {upprefs
em ; and becaufe they would do it

with good grounds, they madea Worj(
0
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of Religion of it s which oblig’d the
Men of Learning to ridicule their fim.
plicity, and to labour more and more to
difcover their thameful ignorance.

Thus the Monks began an impy.
dent Quarrel againft Jobannes Rewchis
»ws, and, right or wrong, would prove
him a Heretick ; where they {hame-
fully confounded themfelves, and gave
occafion to thac learned Gentleman
Ulrich van Butten (as [ take it) to ral-
ly them moft ftrangely in his Epsfolis
obfcurorum wirorum.,

Now whilft the War was carried
on with a great deal of heat and bi¢-
ternefs, between the Champions and
Perfecutors of Learning, the bufinef
- of Zuther very opportunely fell out at
the fame time; therefore the Monks
us'd all their Arts and Perfwafions to
engage the Learned to oppofe Zuther,
thereby to fupprefs both Parties with
their own Arms:Which was the occafion
that moft of the Cultoreséonarum litera
rum tanged themfelves on' Luther’s
fide 5 asin eftelt, no man &gn deny,
but that the learned Erafmus of Roter-
dam had a great fhare in this Refor-
mation, by difcovering and pub‘}ic}c-'
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ly reprehending a great number of

their Errorsand Abufes ; by rejeing
their Scholaftick Divinity ; by exciting
the People to the reading of the Bi-
ble and the Ancient Fathers ; by tur-
ning into Ridicule the Barbarity and
Ignorance both of the Priefts and
Monks ; and in fhort, by favouring in
general the Caufe of Zather at the
firft, though his hot and violent way
of writing wasnot altogether approv’d
by him.

Now the bare filence of Erafinms was
extreamly difadvantageous to Luther’s
Oppofers 5 for whilft Erafmus at that
time was look’d upon to be one of the
moft learned Divines of Europe, it was
univerfally believd, that he would en«
gage himfelf in this Quartel againft
Luther, had he not perceiv’d, that he
had reafon of his fide ; for when he
afterwards put forth his Book de Lsbero
Arbitrio, it did not meet with many
Partizans ; whilft it was very remarka-
ble, that he writ it more at the Sollici-
tations of others, than ashis own real
Belief and Perfwafion: Befides, it was
a thing which had.but little reference

to the matter inhand: And moreover,
it
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it was very folidly and pertinently an. |

{wered by Luther. |
‘Then again, the Germar Princesand

States were very much difgufted with .

the Court of Rome, upon the account

of the manifold unreafonable Exafti-

ons laidon them ; for they faw well,
that the defign was only to fool them
out of their Money, and thereby to
fupport the Pope’s ‘extravagant Pomp
and Magnificence. i
danger of War with the Zurks did

- mnot a little contribute tothe good fuc-

cefs of Luther’s Affairs: And the Di-
vifions and Qlﬁrrels happening be-
tween Charles the Fifth, Francss the
Firft, and Harry the Eight, made fo
%Zeat a buftle in the World, that no

dy was at leifure to mind the petty
Difputes of the Clergy. Some are of
opinion, that Charles the Fifth was not
forry to fee the Docrine of Luther
make fo great a Progrefs in Germany,

for thereby the Empire being divided

into Parties, he might the more eafily ’

opprefs the States, and build an ab-
folute Monarchy upon their Ruines ;

for otherwife he could not have found -

the leaft difficulty or oppofition, had
. » he

The immigent"
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he undertaken to ftifle the upftare
Dodtrine in its infancy, and in the
year 1521, had feiz’d upon Luther at
Worms, which mighe have paft for an
excellent Coup detar.  Bu for all that,
I can’t believe that this Do@rine had
been o eafily fuppreft, though Luther
had been put to death againft the Im-
perial Promife and fafc Condu&@ which
was given him.  But ’tis much more
probable, that the Emperor being then
a young Prince, could not penetrate
into the confequence of the Affair,
and befides, did not think it conveni.-

. ent to oppofe the EleGor of Saxony,
who was then in great credit; and the -

Wars with the Turk and Freach King

‘hindred him from attempting any

thing ‘againft the Princes of Germany,
whilft Frazncis began to make Leagues
and confederate himfelf with ’em.
Though ’tis moft certain, that he
ferv’d himfelf afterwards of the Pre.
text of Religion, to make War upon
the Proteftant States, that by their falf
he might make himfelf a way to uni-
verfal Monarchy. But tho’ Fortune
fmil’d on him at the Battel of smual-
kald, he could not perfed the Ib—lucllci~

I y-
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ly begun defign , whilft the afliftance
of the Germap Princes was {0 neceflary
to_him both againft the 7urk and
French, and whilft he defign’d to place
the Imperial Crown on his Son Philips
Head. In fhort, the Pope himfelf
( Pasl the Third) did {fo much dread
the Fortune of the Emperor, that he
excited the French to oppofe his grow-
- ing Greatnef§, and to hinder the total
ruin of the Proteftant Party: Nor did
he fcruple to ufe the Turkifb help
thereto, fo mightily was he afraid ofa
Reformation in his Court. In fine,

the Pope had prejudic’d himfelf and |

- his own Affairs by his ill Conduék;
for it was a great overlight in Leon
the Tenth, {o violently to fupport the
Caufe of the Indulgence-fellers, as alfo
his Decifion by a Bull in the Month
of November 1518. of the queftions
which were begun to be difputed on,
whereby he cut off all means of an
Accommodation, and depriv’d Luther
of his hopes of Pardon or Reconciliati-
on: Whereas he had done much more

prudently, had he declar’d himfelf ™

Neuter, and impos’d in the mean time
- Silence

A)

#*

.allo to

af Popevom,

| 11§
Silence on both Parties, till he coyld
have found out fome expedient to ap-

peale Luther. So likewife the Cardj.
nal Cajetan alted very umprudently ag
:dmém'g,. in the following year I519
in handling Zather fo roughly, and nor
embracing his reafonable Propofition
of Silence, on condition that ¢he Car-
dinal would oblige his Adverfaries to
do the fame ; for he forced him there-
by to Extremities which perbaps
he had never otherwife thought of,
and to fly into an open Rebellion
againft the Papal Authority : But no-
thing would fatisfie , unlefs he retra-
led all his Writings ; whereas they
might have eafily granted him, That
there was a great Corruption of Man-
ners, that he mighe defit from the
Reformation of their Do@rine.

. Beﬁdes,.whilﬁ the Pope was very
inftant with the Elé@or of Saxony,
that he would deliver up Luther, he
found himfelf more and more engag’d
into a Proof of the Pope’s Injuftice, as
 thew upon what grounds his
Caufe' was founded, thar 15 lie might
induce the Ele&or to fhut his Ears to
the Pope’s Requeft. Butwhen Zushes

I2 after-
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afterwards appeal’d to a Council, the
‘Pope rendered himfelf very much fu-

fpetted, whilft he temporiz’dand fpun
out the Affair into a great many de-
lays ; for it was very vilible, that he
could never be able to defend his
Caufe, if it came once to be exami-
ned by impartial and uninterefted men.
It happen’d likewife very unluckily,
that thc Pope embroil’d himfelf not
long after with ZHarry the Eight, who
to revenge himfelf of the Pope, ope-
ned the Door to the Englifh Reforma-
tion : Asalfo the Houfe of Navarr did
‘mightily contribute to the introducing
and cftablifhing of the fame Religion in
France, out of hate, as fome think,
to the Pope, who had excited Ferds-
‘nand the Catholick, to feize uponand

- poffefs himfelf of that Kingdom.

To all which we may add, That
‘there were a great many honeft men

among, the Papifts, who were not for-

1y to fee the Pope a little curb’d and
check’d;.as Luther us’d him. Thusall
things wopderfully concurr’d to ‘the
‘execuring the Divine Willand Décree
‘of the élgr:righty. “ Co

.g'eﬁ.
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Sect. 27, But why .Luther’s Do.
&rine has not made a greater progrefs
nor overthrown the whole Popedom,
there may be feveral ftrong and weigh:
ty Reafons given thereof : For, firft
you muft take notice , That fo foon
as feveral States had renounced the
Pope’s Authority, the chief dire@ion
of Ecclefiaftick Affairs muft necellarily
devolve on the Supreme Magiftrate :
For though fome of them wouldhave
aflum’d the Authority over the reft,
that were of the fame Beliefand Per-
{wafion, the others that thought them-
felves quite as good, and as fit there-
to, would never give their confent;
which did much weaken their Union,
and hindred them from a®ing {6 una-
nimoufly againft the Popeas hecould
do againft them. Befides, at the firfk
they did not proceed deliberately to
a Reformation, as if they wouldafter
a mature confideration form a new
{tate, but they fell into this Change
infenfibly and unexpe&edly, and the
bufinefs was earried underhand, and
went on very flowly ; and though
Luther was the Bell-weather of the F lock,
yet his Followers would not conformy

I 3 thﬁm'e
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afterwards appeal’d to a Council, the
‘Pope rendered himfelf very much fu-
fpetted, whilft he temporiz’d and {pun
out the Affair into a great many de-
lays ; forit was very vifible, that he
could never be able to defend his
Caufe, if it came once to be exami-
ned by impartial and uninterefted men.
It happen’d likewife very unluckily,
that the Pope embroil’d himfelf not
long after with Zarry the Eight, who
to revenge himfelf of cthe Pope, ope-
‘ned the Door to the Englifh Reforma-
tion : Asalfo the Houfe of Nevarr did
‘mightily contribute to the introducing
and cftablifhing of the fame Religion in
France, out of hate, as fome think,
to the Pope, who had excited Ferds-
‘nand the Catholick, to feize uponand
- poflefs himfelf of that Kingdom.
To all which we may add, That
‘there were a great many honeft men

among the Papifts, who were not for-

1y to fee the Pope a little curb’d and
check’d;.as Luther us’d him. Thusall

things wopderfully concurr’d tothe

éxecuting the Divine' Willand Décree
ofthe Almighey. a

| .g'eﬁ.
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Sect. 27.. But why .Luther’s Do.
&rine has not made a greater progrefs
nor overthrown the whole Popedom,
there may be feveral ftrong and weigh:
ty Reafons given thereof : For, firft
you muft take notice , That fo foon
as feveral States had renounced the,
Pope’s Authority, the chief direion
of Ecclefigftick Affairs muft neceflarily
devolve on the Supreme Magiftrate :
For though fome of them wouldhave
aflum’d the Authority over the reft,
that were of the fame Beliefeand Per-
{walion, the others that thought them-
felves quite as good, and as fit there-
to, would never give their confent;
which did much weaken their Union,
and hindred them from a®ing {o una-
nimoufly againft the Popeas hecould
do againft them. Befides, at the firft
they did por proceed deliberately to
a Reformation, as if they wouldafter
a mature conflideration form a new
(tate, but they fell into this Change
infenfibly and unexpefedly, and the
bufinefs was earried underhand, and
went on very flowly ; and though
Luther was the Bell-weather of the F lock,
yet his Followers would not conform

I3 them.
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-themfelves in every point to his Sen-
timents, but pretended that they had
likewifc fomething to fay for them-
felves. Hence did arife feveral Dif.
ferences and Difputes among them,
which whil® there was no body
whofe Authority was fufficient to de-
cide ’em, and each one ‘obftinately
perfifted i his Opinion, quickly oc-
cafion’d Schifins amongft them, and
made them, forgetting cheir Com-
mon Enemy, to fall foul upon one
another® This cave the Papifts a very
fair occafion to fay, The Hereticks
were confounded among(t themfclves,
not knowing what they “ fhould be-
lieve ; and were wandring inan ifiex-
tricable Labyrinth, fince their falling
away fromthe Romifb Church. Here-
to did not a little contribute thofe,
who abufing the Name of the Holy
Gofpel, led an impious and fcanda-
lous life: as if the Gofpel-Freedom
confifted in the abandoning themfelves
to all forts of Debauchery. This
their ill - Condu& gave occafion fo
the Pope’s Followers to blacken the
Doctrine of Lather, becaufe he had
fofeverely reprehended the Icand;zlous
' - Lives
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Lives of their Clergy, and thereby
had gain’d himfelt a ftrong  Parcy.
And it was likewife a great misfartune,
that a very little after the preaching
of Luther, there fprung up greac
{warms of Phanaticks, as the Ana-
baprifis, and fuch-like ; and that the
Bores in Germany madc a dangerous
Infurrection ; all which Difturbances
were by the Pope’s Creatures attri-
buted to Zather's Do&rine ; {5 that
a great many Prinees began to fufpe&
i, as if it were the Introducer of all

forts of Licence and Irregular Liber-

ties amongft the Mobile, which they
efteem’d a greater Evil than the Op-
preffion of-the Clergy: So that they

~oppos'd themfelves with all their -

might againft this new and feeming-
Iy feditious Doérine of Luther, - Some
are of opinjon, That the Academy of
Paris had a great fhare herein; for
Luther imagining that the French Cler-
2y were difcontented with Leoz. the
Tenth, uponthe account of the Prag-
matick Santtion, concerning the Ele-
&ion of their Bifhops, and therefore
would not let {lip {o fair an ocgafion

f neing themifelves on him.
of revenging e i,
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"Twas in thefc Thoughts that Zathes
was fo willing to fubmit to their de-
cifion his Difputes with Eckiys « bup
unforcunately for him, for they con-
demn’d his Opinions in very rudeand
jocquant terms.  Spain too found it o
be her Intereft to take into her pro.
tection the Chair of Rome, and there.
fore violently oppos’d the Proteflant
Religion, and fo vigoroufly fupported
the folemn League in France , that
deny the Fourth, to pain the Crown,
was ablolutcly forced to abjure his
Religion. - Some have likewife ob.
ferv’d, that the advancément of the
Proteftant  Religion was not 2 litte
retarded firlt by Zuinglins, and after.
wards by Calvin, who introducing a
too grcat and hatly Keformation, as
well in things relating to the exrernal
Aorm of the Clurch, as in ¢he effens
“tial points of F aich, fell from one ex-
tream into the other. Now Zusher
had chang'd very few of thofe things
to which the People had been accq-
flomed s for he left in the Church the
Ornaments, Bells, Organs, and Candle-
fticks, and.retain’d likewife the greas
teft part or the Mafs, excepting that
- | he

of 1Popedom. 1 at!
he added thereto feveral Prayers in

the Vulgar Tongue ; {o that he was

look’d upon by the greateft pare a; ’3
Reformer only of fome Abufes th.att, |

flipt into their Religion.  But jul a:
it appeared that this RCYOI}J'IIOI‘] wa
like to be univerfal, Zuing /u5 Inter-
ven'd in Switserland, qnd ‘Cﬂal.'vz‘tz in
France, who, inftead of obferving Zu-

g ' diately to
" ther’s method, began immediately

preach againft the Prefence bofl '(dhn{:l 5
Body in the Eucharift, a oli zit(e: -
tirely all fort of Ornaments ‘mAl c-
remonies, broke in picces the Altars

‘and Images, extirpated all fort of Or-

in the Hierarchy, or Government
g?rt;lltChurch,and delpoil'd thef)Rc-
ligion of all that which mught .L‘I'Vt;
to attrat the Eyes and .the cxrel)na
Senfes: Whereupon the common I’ez
i)le conceiv’d a great averfion again
them, and cleav’d with much more
zeal and attachment to the Religion
which they received from their An-
'Ce{}l‘oll\:Riches of the Church did allo
‘not a little contribute to the progrc.fg
of Luther’s Doltrine, vyhllﬁ feveral hx
told on theopportunity ofappropria-

(Ulg
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ting them to themfelves, and perhaps
did no lefs hinder it, whileft moft
of the great Prelates ftuck faft to che
Church of Rome, who perhaps would
have venturd to have fhaken off the
yoke, if the fear of lofing their fat

Benefices, had not kept them faith. .

ful to their Mafters Interefts ; as we
fee that it happen’d in France, where
the Prelates themftlves, as well as
the common People before the R cfor-
mation did mightily defpifc the Pope’s
Authority, but afterwards were great
ﬁ@cklers for the Chair of Rome, and
ftirr'd up the peoples hatred again(t
the new Dotlrine, as foon as they
perceiv’d that if that prevaild, they
muft out.

Sect. 28. Buc after that, the Pope
and his "Creatures were a little reco-
verd out of the terrible confternari-
-on {o puiffant an oppofition had put
them in, and that his Adverfaries be-
gan to fall out among themfelves, he
eftablilb’d his Affairs in a much bet-
. ter condition than at firft, and flood
fo vigilantly upon his Guard, that
the Proteftants are not only incapa-
ble of doing him any more mifchief;

but

LN
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but he does procced every day to
get fignal advantages over them ; for
that which Luther took an occafion
to hurt him moft by, is now quite
taken away ; or at leaft, is more pru-
dently and modeftly pra&tis’d by him,
finon cafté, (altem canté : And the Wea.

- pons which Zuther us’d againft the

Pope, are now by the fame advan-
tageoufly turn’d againft their Mafter
for the Popes do no longer fo impu-
dently infult over Soveraign Princes
as they were wont to do, but ufe
them with much more civility and
moderation ; ’tis true, in the laft Cen-
tury, Pas/ the fourth did handle the
Spaniards fomething roughly, as Pasl
the fifth in the Age whcrein we
live, did deal with the PFenerians
much after the fame rate; but their
difterences were quickly termined by
a prudent mediation, before the bu-
finefs came to be too high; and the
"Popes have been fince convinced,
“that fuch heats are very prejudicial
to their States; as in effe&, Pau/ the
fifth was immediately brought to rea-
fon, when the Frewch Ambaffador

made him believe, that the Fenetians
had



124 The Dittoyy
had fent for Minifters from Geneva,
and that he fthould {hortly hear they

were all turn’d Proteftants, Befides,

the -Papal Chair has no more beep
fil’ld by fuch notorious Debauchees
as dlexander the fixth, or by amy of
fo Martial and fighting an humor as
Fwltus the fecond ; but on the contra-
ry, they endeavour to put their plots
in execution with lefs noife, and more
cunning, and by appearing outward-
ly very zealous for the peace and
quiet of Chriftendom.

The fcandalous Merchandizing of
Indulgences, and a too grofs Simony
is by them fufpended, whileft they
endeavour t6 drain the Peoples pur-
fes by more honourable and plaufible
means ; the Bifhops likewife in gene-
ral, are much mended, and comport
themfelves with more modefty and
gravity than they did before za-
ther’s time, and there is now to be
found amongft their Clergy,very Wife
and Learned Men. . They have like-
wife in the Romifh Churchy pade a
great Reformation amongft the ordi-
nary Priefts and Friars, and that bru-
tality and jgnorance which hereto-

' fore
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forc was fo common amongft them,

isnow nomore tobefeen. The brave

and learned Sermons of Luther was
that which at firft procur'd him and

his Difciples fo great a concourfe of

people ; they edified a great many
by the excellent Books which they
put out in their Mother tongue, to
excite them to Meditation, Piety,Pray-
er,and Spiritual Exercifes s both which
the Papifts have fince imitated ; and
there are found among(t them a greac
many good Preachers, and wholefome
Books of Prayer and Meditation ; fo
that at prefent, the Proteftant Clergy

‘have no longer reafon to reproach the

Romifb with their want of that mode-
fty and excellent conduct which they
obferve in the external Service of God.
They are alfo well verfed in all Con-
troverfies, and are ready with whole
dozens of diftinGions for every ob-
jeftion made againft them; for ex-
ample, whereas there is nothing can
be more ridiculoufly invented, than
the Pope’s diftributing out Indulgen-
ces for twenty or*thirty Thoufand
Years, they give it a colour with the
diftintion of imtenfivé and extenfive,
: - ' pore-

3
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potentialiter and actualiser, wherein the
young Students take a great deal of
pleafure, and the ignorant imagine
fome great Myfteries to be invelopt
therein ; ‘whereas alfo in Luzher’s time,
the ignorance of the Clergy, and their
hatred to Learned Men was 6 pre-

judicial to the Popedom ; thofe of |

that Comhmunion, and efpecially, the

Jefuits have fince found remedies for -

that inconvenience; for the Fefuits
have not only taken upon them the
Information and Inflru@ion of the
youth, but in the Countries where
they are eftablifh'd, they have as
- twere made a Momopoly thereof, {o that
learning is now o far from being any
‘longer prejudicial to ’em, that i pro-
cures them great advantages : Laftly,
They defifted from the propagation
of their Religion with Fire and Sword,
and endeavourd to allure the chicf.
eft of the Proteftants, with good
Words, great Promifes, and effeCtual
Preferments.

Thofe that will go over to ’em, if
they have any parts and capacities,
are fure to make thejr Fortunes ; to
which, upon the account of their

| Church’s
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Church’s Riches they have the beft
opportunity in the World : Whereas

- on the contrary, if any one of them

would turn Proteftant, and does not
bring means along with him, or is not
of a more than ordinary underfland-
ing, he has nothing but contempti-
ble. poverty to expet. ,

Laftly, The Houfe of Auflria has

much contributed to the. raifing up-
and reftoring of the Popedom, by dri-

ving out the Proteftants, not only out
of its hereditary Lands, but likewife
from Bohemis, and the depending

Provinces, and lately out of all Far.

gary, or elfe by obliging them to em-
brace the Romifb Religion.

Sect. 29. From what has been faid
before, may ealily be underftood, how,
and by what means this Spiritual
Monarchy has infinuated it felf i
the weftern part of Chriftendom, but
that you may the better conceive the
ftru€ure and all the reforts of this
Machine ; ’twould not be amifs, if
we confider’d the Pope two ways,

" firft, as he is onc of the Princes of
Italy, and fecondly, as the Ghoftly -

Soveraign of the Occidental Churchf\s-.
s

¢

)
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As to the firft, we fay, That the -

Pope may very well pals for one of

the greateft Lords in Zaly, but un-

der this confideration, muft he yield
to moft of the Potentates of Exrope s
his Territories are the City of Rome
with its Dependances on both the fides

the Zyber, the Dutchy of Beicvents

in the Kingdom of Naples, of Spoletto,
Urbin and Ferrara, the Marguifate of
Ancona, {everal places in Hetruria, as
allothe Romaniola or Flaminia, contain-
ing the Cities of Bolviia and Ravenni ;
n France he has the County of Avig-
non; Farma is a Fee of the Church,
which Paul the third invefted his Son

Peter Lewis Farnefle with, tho' fince

that time, it has been refolv’d, that
for the future, it fhall not be in the
Popc’s power to alienate the vacang
Fees, nor inveft any one. with the
Church-Lands, for fear of weakning
the Papal State ; and to the end
that the Pope might ‘have where:
withal to maiatain pis Court, if it
fhould bappen that any part of his
Foreign Revenues fhould fail or come
fhore. The Kingdom of Naples js
likewife a Fee or Copy-Hold of the
| Church,

of JPopedom. 129
Church, in acknowledgment of which
the King of Spain does yearly prefent
the Pope with 2 white Hackney, and
five Thoufand Ducats. As for the
Pope’s Pretenfions upon other Lands,

- they are now no longer paffable. All

thefe Countries are peopled, and fer~

tile enough, and do comprehend a
great many conliderable Towns and
Cities, from whence the Pope does
yearly draw®*about two millions, of
Gold ; and his Officers are very care-
ful that the- People rhay not grow
too rich, - |

Though there are good Souldiers

o enough to be found in the Pope’s

- Dominions, yethis Militia is not very
conliderable, whilft the means he ufés
to maintain his Countries are quite
contrary  to thofe of other Princes.
He keeps ready equipp’d about T'wen-
ty Gallies, which ufually lie at civita
Vecchia, 4.

‘The politick Maxims of the Pope,
which he, as temporal Prince, putsin
practice, do moftly confit in the
maintaining of the Peace in /s4fy, and

retaining ic in the fame pofture and

condition as is is at prefent, and cfpe-
o K » cially

fﬁw
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cially in fuppreffingany upflart Power
that may give Laws to all the reft.
Befides, ’tis his peculiar Intereft to
hinder 'the Turk from getting footing
in Zraly, and in cafe of any Invafion,
to unite not only all the Jtalian Prin-
ces, but likewifc all Chriftendom againft

him, who'likewife ought notto fuffer

that this noble Country fall into the
hands of thofe Barbarians. The Pope
has now no ‘reafon ‘to be alarm’d by
Germany, as long -as itdoes- continue in
its- prefent form of Government: But
if 1t fhould happen to fall under

-

an Abfolute Monarcliy, it might eafi-

iy revive its old pretenfions. Spain
and Fraxce dre thofe which can only
give the Popehis hand full of bufinefs,
and therefore in refpeét of thofe it is
the Pope’s Intereft to foment a conti-
nual Divifion betwixc them; or to
balance them fo equally,-that neither
may be able to trample upon “the
other. I don’t -doubt -but *“the 'Pope
wifhes with all his ‘Heart that the
Spaniard were not {o'near a-Neigh-
bour to him in- /Zzzly,  and ‘\would ' not
. be forry to'fee’ himvdrivén: out 'of Nu-
ples ;-but there’s no prébebility 51-‘tl;1at

. e

X,

‘balance equalamang(t d%em C
. . N z "
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he coild effeG that himfelf ; and to
call in - the French to drive out the
Spanifb, were 10 jcap out of the Fry-
ing:pan inte the Fire. Thereforethe
Pope muft be contented to hinder the
Spavifb from making any greater Pro-
grefs in #aly ;- and if at any time Spaiz
fhould attempt it, France andthe reft

_of the Iraliap Princes would foon be

upon their backs. Nor is it lefs the

Pope’s Intareft to hinder France from
gewting fo furg. footing there, asto be
‘able to {fway the Affairs.of that Coun-
try, according to its own will and
pleafure. The :Pope has nothing to
fear from the other States .of Zaly ;
for though they cherifh a fgeret ha-
tred againft him , swhilft a fpiritual
power is hecome yery formidable to
them, and. fome.of them have been
{hrewdly handled by him, yet they
axe forced to refpect him ourwardly;
and dare -not undertake any thing a-
gaint him openly : But .on the con-
trary, they will never fuffer him to.
aggrandize him{glf by the Ruines of
any one ;of themg whilft thac crafty
Mation is very jealous of keeping the

Self,
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Seét. 30. Butif we confider the
Pope the fecond way, that is, as the
fpiritual Monarch of Chriftendsm, and
Vicar of Jefus Chrift upon Earth, we
fhall find the whole &4fis of that Go-
vernment fo artificially and ingeniou-
{ly contriv’d, that a man may well
fay, there was never a more fubtile
Machine invented whilft the World
ftood, thanis the Po P E DO M, the
which to fapport and maintain does
require fo much the more Cunning
and Intrigues, as its Interefls are dif-
ferent from thofe of all the World
befide, and the Title to fuch a pre-
tended Soveraignty more weak and
impertinent. The Profpe& of other
States is, to fecure to themfelves an
external as well as internal Peace and
Franquility : "Tis to thisend that each
Member of the Common-wealth does
contribute as much as in him lies, not
}‘parmg Limb nor Life to put them-
elves into- a condition of refifting the
Injuries and Violences of Strangers ;

as alfo each particular ought to pro-

cure to himfelf a competent Subfi-

ftence by his proper Labour and In-
~duftry : But the aims and defigns of
| ‘ ~ the

S
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the Papal Government is, that the
Pope and his Clergy endeavour to
make themfelves rich, powerful, and
confidered in theWorld,and to provide
for their own eafe and fecurity by
the Sweats of other mens Brows,
which they ¢ffeét by all forc of allure-
ments and plaufiblé perfwafions. -And
whereas other States are at exceffive
charges in the maintaining of ftand-

" ing Armies and a number of Garri-

fons : the Pope on the contrary makes
his Militia fubfift, how great {oever it
be, at the Expences of others, and yet
does ferve himfelf thereof much more
advantageoufly than all others.
Befides, other Princes find it to be
their Intereft not to neglet the Maxim

“ de imperio intra terminos coercendo ;

or of not extending too far the limits

 of their Territories : But the Pope has

no reafon to obferve the fame mea-
fures, for ’twould be neither dange-
rous nor troublefome to him, though
his Empire thould reach both to the
Eaff and Weft-Indies.

The Right of Soveraignty is groun-
ded upon clear and uncontroulable
Reafon, and on the Inftitution of God

X3 him-
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himfelf ; fo that without it, it were
impoflible for men to ledd att honou-
rable, fafé, and orderly Life ; but I
am fure, ’tis impofiible t¢ find fo plain
and well-grounded a Title of the Pa-

pal Power; or to prove, That a Spiri-

tual Soveraignty is as neceffary to the
Welfare of Chriftendom, as Temporal
Powers are to the Peace and 1ran-
quility of Mankind : And hethat will
not believe this Pofition, let him on-
ly bring one folid Argument to the
contrary, and we will yield with ad-
miration to the Subtlenefs of his Wit.
But it the Popifb Do&ors will appeal
to| an exprefs and pofitive order of
God, they are oblig’d to bring clear
and indifputable proofs from the Holy

Scripture to demontirate, that our Sa-
viour, when he fent forth his Apoftles
1nto all Countries to preach the Go-

fpel, gave them power not only to

seach all Nations, preferrably to all hu- -

mane prohibition, ( which is not
doubted ) but alfo without the Sove-
raign’s’ Conlent, though he fhould
profefSche fime Chriftian Religion, to
¢ftablifh in the publick Miniftry, who,
and how “many they themfelves

o 7 thought
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thought fit, and afterwards to refign
to them the right of augmenting their
Order without number, and without
meafure, whilt no body muft contra.
di&t them,. no, not fo much as he
whofe Right they fo boldly ufurped ;
and that in confequence of thefe their
Proceedings, fince thote they had thus

~ eftablift’d, can’t live by the Air, like

Camelions, to impower them to fcrape
together- by all fort of Tricks and In-
ventions, not only what may be ne-
ceflary for the prefervation of Life,
but likewife to fubminiftrate to Luxu-
ry and Superfluity ; and thar befides
all fuch as were rcfolv’d to embrace
this Profeffion, fhould be frced from
the jurifdiction of the Supreme Magi-
firate ; as alfo their Goods, howfoever
acquird, nay, though they immediate-
ly proceeded from the Revenueofthe
Republick, and were proteéted there-

by, were yet to be independent of the

Higher Powers : Nor might-it be per-
mitted them to lay any Taxesthereon,
to limit their immoderate Bounds, or
to convert them to any other ufe in
the greateft cafe of neceffity : And

e great Direction of the AF
tflat the Supreme K 4 fairs
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fairs of this Order, as well in the ad-
miniftration of all Offices, as of their
Revenues, fhould belong to one ofthe
fame Order, on whom they thould
abfolutely depend ; whilft their law-
ful Soveraign might not pretend toa
more prevalent Right, although the
- Multitude, or the Rebellion of fuch
a Spiritual Order, fhould tend to the
ruine of the State ; or that .it could
not be faved, but by the communi-
cation of their Goods, unlefs the Dj-
reCor of the Order gave his Confent
to 1t. '

Befides all this, there remainsclear-
ly to be prov’d another Hypothefis,
which confifts in Matter of Fa& . gs
for example ; That Jefus Chrift con-
ferr'd on St. Perer alone the {piritval
Soveraignty over the Church, without
the admiffion of any of the other
Apoftles into the Government, and
the:t fuch a Prerogative was not con.
fin’d only to his perfon, but that by
an equal right it fhould eterdally be.
long to fuch as thould fucceed him in
the placec whereof he was Bifhop :
As alfo that St. Peter was attually Bi.
fhop of Rome, did there exercife fuch

a

¥
1

of Popedom. 137

a Soveraignty,and that hedid irrevoca-

bly communicate it to this place alone
excluding all others wherehe afrermards
preached. Now;, as the proofof thefe
Propolfitions isextreamly difficult, the
Dottors of the Romfb Church ought 'to
take care, that they do not form them
too accurately before their Auditors,

. butonly in general terms, and to co-

ver ’em with the Foxes Tail ; for ’tis
much more their Intereft to buzz
into the Peoples Ears a number of
Reafons, whiclr are but little to the
purpofe ; as for example, the Pfomi-
{fes made in Scripture, that the Gares
of Hell [hall not prevail againft the
Church ; of the Greatnefs and flourifh-
ing eftate of the Church ; of its An-
tiquity ; of the Succeflion of the Popes;
of the Fathers, Councils ; of the Au-
thority of fo many Nations and times ;
of Wonders, and {uch-like ftuff, very
proper for a noify Declamation. Tis
an Expedient likewife which they have
found very profitable, without much,
Debate, to brand thofe with the Title
of Hereticks that dare to begin any
Difpute with them s for it js juft as
much as if they fhould term them ig:

noxf%}n
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narant and: impertinent Novices, that
have not yet learn’d their Trade, that
don’t kanow how to fpeak with Ho-
nour before their Mafters, but deferve
to be burncd. |

Sec?. 31. In the mean while ’tis
very plain, that this Spiritual Sove-
raignty was abfolutely oblig’d to af-
fume the form of Monarchy, and that

it is altogether inconfiftent with ei- -

ther Ariftocracy or Democracy, as well
wpon the account of feveral other
inconveniences, as becaufe it would
be morally impoffible to ereét any
fort of Democracy or driftocracy (where
10 many different opinions always
occurr) that could be {0 well modell’d
by the moft exa&k and fevereft Laws,
as pot be plagwd with a thoufand
Divifions,Schifms and FaGtions, where-
by the whole ftrutture built upon
fo weak Foundations, would foon fall
to ruin ; but amongft the feveral forts
of Monarchy, they have pitch’d upon
fo good a one, that it is impoffible
to find any other more agreeing with
their Interefts, than that they have
chofen; and it is certain, thatgll the
moft fubtile Speculations of ~poli-

- - tick
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tick Writers, is nothing in compa-

rifon' of what we fee here aQually
perform’d ; ’tis true, there have been

Kings who have made themfelves and -

theirCountriesvery Famous,for as much

as they have given out that they were -

defcended from Divine origin, or that
their States were founded either by
the {pccial command of the Gods, or
confirm’'d by Miracles wrought in
their favour, or clfe they have by
their Heroick Actions procur’d their
Deification, and made their Subjetts
adore them after their Death ; but
the Pope has been able to perfwade
the people, that he is the true State-
holder, and Vice-gerent of Jefus Chrift,
who hids all Power in Heaven and
on Earth, and that too, to be under-
ftood in a much higher Sence, than
when it is fometimes faid of the Su-
preme Powers, that they are Earthly
Gods: for he gives out, that he 1s
the Difpenfer of that Grace which is
procur’d us by the Merits of our Sa-
viour Jefus Chrift, and that he who
does not acknowledge his Power, can
have no hopes or pretence to Salva-

tion. Now there is nothing in the wo‘:-ld
that

\ §
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that can more attra@ the moft pro-

found refpeft and veneration of men,
than the Divine Majefty ; and con-
: féquently, nothing more prevalent in
the obliging them to obedience, and
a blind {ubmiffion to all fort of trou-
ble and charges, than the fear of God’s
wrath, and the damnation of their
Souls; and when once the Pope can
infinuate the belief thereof into the
Peoples minds, there needs no other
demonftration of all the other Arti-
cles of Faith, as Avris #n, the Pope
has faid it.

Befides, tho’ moft other Nations
look upon hereditary Kingdoms to be
the beft and moft fecure; yet this
fort of Government does not {quare
with the Pope’s Interefts ; for where
the Crown defcends from Father
to Son, ’tis impoffible but that fome-
times the minorities of Kings muft
happen, which would found very ab-
furd, that Gods Vicar upon Earth
fhould fometimes ride upon a Hobby-
‘Horle, and that the Monarch of all
Chriftendom, fhould ftand in need of
a Tutor. Befides, ‘twould be very
difficulc for a young Prince to af:

. | fume
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fume fuch a Gravity as is abfolutely
neceffary in the aflting of that per-
fonage, nor was it to be hoped that
all the Succeffors and P,o{’ce'mty' of
the Pope could have equal inclina-
tions to fuch an employ.. In a word,
the hereditary Right would have turn-
ed it into a bare temporal Kingdom,
which ccld not have been long fup-
ported by fo weak and unpatural a
Title ; not toadd, that the.Mlmﬁers
of State, and thofe that enjoyed the
chiefeft Employs, would have endea-
vour’d to turn out their Mafter, and
put themfelves in his place, where-
as they now contain themfelves in a
very exa& obedience, in hopes that
they or theirs, may alfo by EleCtion
one day afcend to this Supreme Dig-
nity ; to which, force can never give
them any right. Laftly, If this Mo-
narchy had been made hereditary, the
extin®ion of the reigning Family
would have caus’d horrible Debates
about the Succeffion, and perhaps at
laft, have over-turn’d the whole Ma-

- chine. -

They have farther found it to be

the Intereft of the Popedom, that this |

" Monarch
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Monarch fhould |
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gl{:‘fil:ydg?:hxg well %g,ecng,ﬁt,f*;geé obliging them to-celibacy, can never

agawdy At_tendmr(l)ggt(’)f ;‘f&ﬂ‘g’n\gmﬁ hal')].!)lfg . Conclave is iikewife a go'cid
ourt-Ladies would h o cairy expedient to bridle the immederate

ave.made an odd
1 an ill example
inary Piety and
ewife a piece .of

ambition 'of any Pope, and prevent
thofe Schifins which ‘heretofore did
mightily weaken the . Papal Autho-
rity, and to hinder the long iutexreg-
aum’s.  And it is much more eafy by
the way of ‘Ele&ion to find a perfon
fit to excrcife all the Chears,. Slights
“and Intrigues requird in‘fuch a Go-
vernment, and whom they may better
perfwade the ignorant Yulgar, ‘Stran-
gers to the Arts of the Conclave, to
be, by an-efpecial Order of God, as
the beft and moft capable, call’d to
be his locum tenens, or Vicar on Earth.
Atleaft by fuch an Election they are
able to find one that underftands the
‘Affairs of the World, ‘and the Art ‘of
Governing, and who having laid afide
the Beatsand Extravagancies of Youth
by his ‘Age and Experience, may ren-
der himfelf venerable. *Tis alfo very
politickly: provided in the Ele&ion of
the Pope,-that two third parts of the
“Voices muft concurr to the admiflion
of any one to’ this Dignity; to the e}t‘id
that

ﬁgure, and have beer
of a more than ord
lIJ)c;yo.tion ; twas lik
Jolitick Hypocrify, to f;
:g ~En‘:at an a}ntachyment fgmﬁgv&wﬁ
mo‘t'c quite infenfible to g]] ﬂeﬂﬂal .
-t ;tlong and defires; nor was it-eaf 4
N;{, ifo oped,_nhat a Man who ﬁig
bk f; and Childredi could defend hi:x
o 2:;“ being debauch’d by them‘
o lomc more addited to the"
par ular Interefts than to the ut;r
raxiofood, fince there is no congd i
Fa or profpeét that .can come in
o .,t{)cm:on::thh' that a - mag hm
d?émi!w Welfapeiand profperity of ~h‘é}s
~%amily, whereof one may £, c{ ety
Temarkable .exam ihe e

Y 11 le i

‘Childien .of. A/exf n the natural
; <L ! . ”“r )t} !

Pav] the:third, to which.«a:seﬁi‘;};; ai:jl:id

-that-peshaps it wa

Japs. it was feared, left

::;ilcl;la!l; rPnglce becoming t!'\sla’ﬁf:(i'ﬂo? e
coleliaftick States fhoyld maked::

?Lh‘eredi__'tar‘yf.m’ ‘his-Family, which, by
., obliging
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 that the Choice may not bedifpleafing
to a too great number of Cardi-
nals. :

In the Ele&ion of a Pope, the
greateft caution at prefent is, that he
be not a Tranfalpine, that is, a Fo-
reigner of any Country beyond the
Alps, but a Native of Italy, which
does not alone happen upon the. ac-
count of their being more favourable
and defirous of transferring fo great
Honour and Profit on one of their own
Country-men,ratherthanon a firanger;
but chiefly, becaufe their prefervation
and furety, depends on the keeping the
balance equal betwixt France and Spasn,
which equilibrium a French or Spanifl
Pope would quickly ruin, and by ‘a
too great partiality to his own Nati-
on, render himfelf -hateful to the o-
ther. They ufually chufe an old man
rather than young, that others may
~ have fome hopes of quickly attatning
to the fame Dignity, and that. the
* Pope who governs, may not by a
too long fitting at the Helm, change
the Maxims of State, nor transferr too
much Power or Riches on his own
Family, nor make fo many Creatures
’ as
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as to render the Popedom hereditary.
thereto. As to the reft, the vigour of
youth is not in the leaft neceflary to,
the exercifing all the Functions of
this charge, for they are not requi-
red to hcad an Army, or make any .
Campaigns, but only to fet a grave
and ftarch'd face on the matter.
The Conclave in the Ele@ion of
the Pope, does likewife take care to
chufe fuch a Succeffor, that is not too
ncarly alli’d to him that preceded him,
for fear that all the Feclefiaftical Bene-
fices Thould fall into one Family; and
to the end, that the fucceeding Pope
may more earncftly redrefs thofe a-

* bufes and grievances that have crept

into the Government in his Prede-
ceffor’s time.  Laftly, They willingly
make choice of fuch a one as is nog
too much in the Fresch or Spanifb
Interefts, nor that is hated by either
of thofe Nations, as in effect, both
thofc Crowns do ufually propofe him
that they mo@t defire to be excluded
from the Papal Dignity ; but it often
happens, thar he who was leaft
thought on arrives to this Honour
when the Cardinals are weary of dif=
pur,
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puting and intriguing, and
withall their Heart tg’get ouirgfgt';:
Conclave. ‘
Tt often happens alfo, that chey £
~ the fame perfon, when poffeft o};{igg
Papal Chair, much different from
what he was whilft Cardinal. Ne-
verthelefs, they do not prefcribe him

any Conditions before he enters upon

his Government, fince it would not
be handfome to tie up his Hands
with Humane Laws and Ordinances,
who is fuppofed ro have fo extraordi.
nary a meafure of che Holy Ghoft al-

waics refiding in forinio Yeitoris : Yer

the College of Cardinals is like a per-
petual Senate of the Ecclefiaftical ftate,
whom the Pope confults in all impor-
tant Affairs, though he and his Ne-
phews don’t alwaies follow their
Counfel, but do what feems beft in
their own Eyes.

_The chiefeft Privilege of the Car-
dinals is the power of chufing a Pope,
who muft be one of them, and one
that has livid long and is well versd
inall the Affairs of the Court of Rome
their ufual number is Seventy , tho’
kidomr compleat: Wrban the Eight

- firct
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firt gave them the Title of Eminen-
siffimi, being only nam’d before Z/u-
friffimi, which Title grew very mean
and common in Ztaly ; but fince the
Cardinals have augmented their Titles;
the Princes of 7taly would ape them,
and inftead of being contented with
Esxcellenza’s, as they were ordinarily
ftiled, they muft now be call'd A&
teszd’s, or Their Highnefles. The .
Election of the Cardinals is wholly
in the power of the Pope, who has
uftally regard therein to the Recom-
mendations of France, Spain, and other
Porentates.  The Flatterers of the
Papal Chair are not atham’d to main-
tain, That the Dignity of a Cardinal
is equal to that of a King ; at leafls
they challenge the Precedenceof the
German Electors. -
Since the time of Sixtus the Fourthy
in the year 1477, the Popes have par-
ticularly endeavoured to enrich ¢ eir
Friends and Relations at the expence
of the Church. As for example ;
Sixtus the Fifth, in five years, left to
his Family more than three millions.
of Ducats. Gregory thie Fiftecnth, 10
27 Months time, more than three mil-
‘ L z lions
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lions of Crowns in Goods, befides rea-

dy Money. The Barbarini, after the, §

Death of Urban the Eighth, wer
in pofleffion of 227 C%larg’es anii"{ﬁceff
nefices, each amounting from three to
five, cight and ten thoufand Crowns
. So that the Riches of that Famil);
were valued at about thirty millions
of Crowns. And though a great ma-
~ny were {candalized at this way of
proceeding, yer if we rightly confider
it, ’tis not {0 blame-worthy ; for fince
the whole Popedom is founded on the
Riches and Authority of the Clergy
twould be great Imprudence in the
Pope to flifle that natural Inclination
he has to his own Family, and not to
promote the Grandeur thereof, as long
as it isin his pqwer to do it ; and no-
thing is more common, than to fee
Favourites, and fuch as Fortune fmiles
on, envied by thofe who are only de.
firous of the fame condition. ~ But
for the reft, 'tis certain that the Popes
would not know what to do with
their Money, without that way of be.-
flowing ir, fince the Charges of their
Militia is very inconfiderable. Since
the time of Urban.the Eighth it hasal-
. wales
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waies been the Cuftom to make one of

the Pope’s Nephews chief Minifter of

State under the Title of Cardinal Pa-
troon. Amongft the Morives that in-
duced the Pope to intrufthis Nephew
with the fole Management of his Af-
fairs, thefe are the moft weighty :
Firft, becaufe nothing is more natural
than to feck the Advantage and Pre-
ferment of ours, before that of any
other ; and fecondly, becaufe the Per-
fon of the Pope is thereby much more
fecure, which is otherwife expos’d to.
far greater dangers than that of Here-
ditary Princes is, whofc death their
Succeffors are wont to revenge ; and
we may from hence guefs how much’
the Popes ftand in fear of being poifo.
ned, forafinuch as the Chaplain, when-
cver the Pope communicates, muft
rafte both of the Bread and Wine, be-
fore he givesit his Mafter. o
- The Government of the Pope’s Ne-
phews has yet this farther advanrage,
That the other Governours and Mini-
fters of State, who were us'd to heap
up great Riches by an impudent an
{candalous Sale of Offices, and by the

fupplanting of cach other, werethere-
L3 by
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¥ kept in greater awe ang modefty

Befides, the Ne ing i
Sefides phews bein
rable as to their number,g;?:()tr;gg:

fore the more cafily facisfy’d, Nop .

will they let the other Officers {queeze

and opprefs the Subject, whilft a]] -

the Hate muft f3]] u
on them,
l,z;rc al{fo more neceﬂzﬁy to (t:gle 1;??
| é;caéxle _by them he is moge truly alz)ld"
actly inform’d of ¢he Interefts of

the Princes 1
e | » than h ' '
Miniflers, wh o Yy s ordinar

for fear jeft th
call’d to ap accc};lﬁ:? l:lld be s a2y

that account thae they

) :

wﬂg inizlnéiaefavour to oblige one Prince

Yoo Refe of necd may yield them a

poure Refuge, Ina word, by thejr
& Pope’s “Secrets are better

ent . - P,
Pt; and it is moft certain, that

without them he muft be oblig’d to

J |
frffﬁfd on the Cardinals, why are
Yy partial, receiving Penfions and

Benefice
s at i .
ces. e ha"d? of other Prin-

- Sel?,
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Sect. 32. The Subjefls of this
Spiritual Monarchy may be divided
into two Claffes: Under the firft we
comprehend the Clergy; under the
{fecond all other Chrittians that make
Profeffion of the Rowifh Religion,
whom they commonly name the Lai-
ty. The firft of thefe we may com-
pare to the ftanding Forces of any
Prince, who having made great Con-
quefts, does thereby maintain them,
and keep the conquered from {haking
off their Yoke. The others are poor
Tributary Slaves, doom'd to maintain
{o great a Militia at their own Expen-
ces. The firft are fingular in this,
That they areobliged to abftain from
Marriage, which they pretend is upon
the account of a more particular Ho-
linefs, and that they may uninterru-
ptedly addict themfelves to the cxer-
cife of the Charge : Butthe true rea-
fonis, That they may not be embaraf-
fed with the care of Wife and Chil-
dren, to the prejudice of the Church’s
Intereft, or oblig’d to fide with the
Prince under whofe Dominion they
live ; nor cheat the Church of its In-

come, to fupply the neceffities of their
L4 Fa-

f*‘,’«.
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Families ; but chat they may devore
themielves wholly to the Pope, and
yield him a blind Obedience, and exe.
cute his Orders againft all, but more

elpecially againft the Princes whofc

Subjetts they are, whofe Auger they

dread the lefs, becaufe they are not
joined or united to the Republick by
{o ftreight Bands as the reft are, and
have buc one body to take care for .
whercas o Wife and  Childreq are
look’d upon to be the greate(l and
deareft Pawns of our Fidelity; but a
fingle man can eafily get his Bread in
any @ountry. In fine, the Popc en-
deavours by all fort of waies to free
them from the Dependance and Ju-
rifdi&ion of their lawfuyl Soveraigns,
to fubje@ them entirel y to his own.
The Clergy alfo could never have

farisfy’d cheir Avarice with fo rich a

Harveft, had they been oblig’d to
have ferapd up for theiy Wives and
Children 5 nor {5 fair 3 Pretext of
begging for the Church, and not for
themfelves : Bue in the mean while
thofe that firft introduced Colibacy
or a fingle Life samong  the Romifh
Clergy, were wonderfully overfeen,

in
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i ing out at the fame time
;n{?t();lfc?ijptgfor the Gift of Contj-
nency , which had been very feafona.
ble. We may guefs. at the‘..muluu‘ldc
of the Clergy, by the compuration
which Paul the Fourth is faid to make
thereof, v/z. That he had under his
Jurifdi&tion Two hundred.and cighcy
eight thoufand Parifhcs, and forty four
thoufand Cloi{’rcr?J , gﬁ;}rccnal.ly if that
" the Convents be juft. '
° \tilﬁl’z may again divide the Clergy in-
to thofe that are {imply ‘Pneﬂs, and
thofe that have made particularvows,
as thc Monks and jc;funpes, \whncl}
may pa‘s for' the Popc’s Life Guard :
The pay of thefe Trocps conlifts in
honourable Charges, great Ecvenues,
an eafie Labour, idle daies, and a con-
ftant Kitchin « but " thole that are
kept more ftrict, bave their Heads

-+ filPd with a particular Holinefs and

Merits and Advantages above the

rc{}q}ﬂ_ 33.. The means which the

makes ufe of to keep the Laity
&Ol;‘sbje%iim , are the accuftoming
them to a belicf, that he and his G'hoﬁl.
ly Militia are the Premoters of their Sal-

vation,

Padas
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vatton, and the Lords i

ﬂ:xencqs, which is the ﬂ(:'f)ntgccfl’cr Acon'-
ment 1 the World lead tlll'g*u-
0to a perpetual Slavcry and Scl[)n
miflion to thejr Wills ;" by thatu"
gng){ bec more fervicca’ble to ] 'lt
piritual Monarchy , they have laeér

, cp;nmodated thereto fome of ¢he A
?c es of the Chriftiap Religion anﬁ
Ince made {ome additions of others

Romifb Religion have wi

/ have with thej -
;crﬁnes, you will alwajes ﬁnﬁllrfcﬁr?
Intereft mingled therewith, conce :
10g the Authority, Power, of .Re‘r]g-

nues of the Clergy: T} i
thefe Do&rines isy c<)n]c:eél'(1:1l;xligfeﬂth(::f

Power and Authorj

his Superiority over?}h: fCthn[;ﬁpe’ i
of h}_s Infallibility ; which laft Ping

;hc{ar Jefuites have fregch’y as ﬁ}:dmt |
4;1)1(1) tlhlzlel’:e gor' that being once graniegs
IS an 1
confequence thereofeiaﬁcBSf ghengzurgl
::ﬁnts of the Ancient Chriftians w?:;;
b bom (if I-am pot miﬂaken,j the
oroom at prefent holds; vie, That
the

~ the King alone.
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the Councils are at leaft equal if not
above the - Popes, are directly oppos
fite to the grounds of the Papal State ;
for thisOpinion once ftiffly maintaiw’d,
would deftroy the Monarchy, and on
its Ruins ere&t a Democracy ; and in
efle@, to grant the Pope fuch almigh-

'ty Prerogatives, and yet fubject him

to his Creatures and Vaflals, arc things
incompatible, and inconfiftent with
one another : For that which the Ho-
ly Writings of theFathers have attri-
buted to the Church, muft be only
underftood of the Pope, juft as in or-
dinary Difcourfe we afcribe that to
a whole Kingdom, which is done by
‘The reading of the Holy Scriptures
is forbid the Laity, and only permic-
ted to the Clergy; which does not
alone contribute to the Grandeur of
the Priefts, as if they were the only
perfons worthy to approach the Di-
vine Oracles, but does alfo more par-
ticularly hinder theLaity from finding
any thing contrary to the Intereftsof
the Clergy, and becoming too wife,.
and refufing any longer blindly tore-

ceive the Fables of their lying Priefls.
So



Holy Chair, of w

;gih . The Difroyp
at the-Laity not bej it-
ted to fearch in}t’o oltwbemg o Dy
vinity, qor to examin ¢
:;etr!)]bl.lgg tp/} referr themfzlves wholly

Cir Friefis. Hence is

eir t
?ﬁpngprlgte to the rope the fkhfght:] c};‘
1i‘§grprctmg the Scriptures, and gf
gomg an ablolute decifion ofay con-
l‘mvei;ted potnts, to the end that noge

h' y be alledg’d that are prejudicial

1s Interefts. | Haito
They give out too » Th

f§ocrriptures are imperfe®, and there

theee;% li?) a{tua[}g’ddby Traditions, to
d, viien they would pre

up any Do&rmeradvantageous [t):}?lclg

hem ferioufly,

atters of Dy |

Priefts; and all ¢}

lade a whole Eaft.

l ) 4 \ ; Icre 1S not >
Caﬁ tltt]C to be found in the :’erpfut:é
’

t} ' fal ]

!ggybarlzamlap%?l to [radition, apd
emielves . : (

o the any farther de-

. drl?’: itxhé% .D‘O&rinf; of fins they have
2 dif lon betwixt venia| ang mor-
ml I;) t?z) na;s alﬁ'o 01;' Particular cafes and
» all which doeg nd
é only -
to the profit and advantagc ‘()),f t?ﬁg
at infini
b | | te ny y
Books of Confeffion, enoug[llllbg
Inaia-Fleet, are not
writ
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writ for the amendment of fins;
but to the end, that by the Taxes
therein contain’d *the Dominion of
the Clergy may be confirm’d, and
their avarice fatiated. |
The comfortable Dofrine of the
Remiffion of Sins, is intirely accom-
modated to their Ingereft ; for whilft
it is no advantage to the Clergy,
“that a truly penitent finner fhould
obtain remiffion of his fins by the
confidence he has in the merits of
Chrift alone ; therefore they tecach,
that to the attainment of a full and
perfe forgivencfs of fins, a man
muft reveal even the leaft particulars
of all and every fin to the Pricft,
whereby they do not only make the
people to be at their Devotion, and
give them fuch impreflions as are
moft conformable to thcir Interefts,
but they do more particularly there-
by, diftoverall the fcbrets and defigns
of Families, and the humor °and in-
clinations of the people, and by that
means, have the beft-intelligence of all
that isdone, tho’they are forbid to re.
veal what is imparted to them at

Confeflions ; for without that caution
of
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of fecrefy, they could never h
beenable to have eftablifh’d a 'thinga‘;:
co:xtrary, and {o ungrateful to humane
nature. |

They promote alfo the w
Satisfaltion according as the gg’:lsle(f
Confeflor fhall find convenient to ims
pofe them ; now thefe bring no finall
profit to them; for tho’ the imposd
pennance moftly confifts in Prayers

Pilgrimages, Faftings, Whippings and
fuch like; yet the rich are always
condemned to fome pecuniary mul&

which muft be converted to the Be.
nefic of the Convents, Churches, and
the Poor, under which they compre-
hend the Begging. Friars, who there-

fore term themfelves minimos Eratrum,

according to. the fifteenth of St. Mqi.

thew, that their bag might be the bet-

ter fil’d : Now this interpretation
. F
;‘he dScmptgr;, has b'ur'thgned Chr(;-

endom with more tha '

th%l::?‘iga idle Bellies. " an hundred

efides, The firft fore of Peniten
may cafily be redeemd by Monc;c
if they on whom “tis impos'd, thould
find it too ‘grievous ; and in effet,
What rich man is there, that would
. ~ not
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not fhew himfelf refpe@ful and li-
beral to his Holy Father, that he may
be merciful to him, and make his
pennance more light and eafy ? “Tis
no hard matter to guefs, why good
works are reckoned amongft the
means of obtaining Salvation, for as
foon as they proceeded to give the
definition of good works, they placed
in the firft rank, all Gifts and Libera-
lities beftow'd on the Clergy, Chur-

. ches and Convents, and other aclts

introduc’d by the Pope and his Crea-
tures out of a principle of Hypocrify,
and Superftition ; to which they ad-
ded this Doftrine, That the Monks
and Friars could not only fatisfy  for
then‘gyoWn fins, but that they had alfo

" an ifexhauftible ftock of Supererroga-

tory 'Merits remaining to be beftow’d
for the ufe and fervice of the finful
Laity ; from which Superfluity they

. have erefted a Magazine of an ex-

treamly profitable Merchandice, which
coft them nothing either to ftow, or
keep, which neither grows mouldy
nor mufty by length of time, which
never diminifhes; and which in a
word, cannot be reftor'd by the buy-

€Ty
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er, tho' he fhould afterwards

to difcover the infignificancy az}:iag(r::
profitablencfs  thercof. They have
likewife burthen’d the exercife of Re.
ligion with fo many unneceflary Ce-
remonies, Holy-Days, and fuperflu-
ous Proceflions, buile 6 many ufe-
lefS Churches, Chapels and Altars
only that-the fwarming drones of thé
Clergy- may have juft fomething to

do, and not'feem to be always ‘and -

wholly idle, and to the end, that they
may ftill get a litele by thefe and thie
like Fopperics. : |
This is likewife the reafon of thejr
multiplying the Sacraments to .the
Rum.ber ?F ﬁ:;fen, fince the admini-
ration of each onc brings in prj
the’Pmcﬁ’s Mill : Theyg har‘l’egxl:;‘fh‘t:
duc’d the Mafs without Communi-
cants, baptizing it a Sacrifice for the
Living and for the Dead; to the end
thar the Dead as well as the Livinp’
may be put under Contributions :
Befides, nothing of Importance is ta-
kea in hand by a pious Catholick
til he has made a Mafs be faid fop

his good fuccefs. . There is no Man

of Quality, that dies without order-
ing
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ing a good number of Maffes to be
{aid for his Soul, for which the Prieft
muft be well greas’d in the Fift.
It happen’d once by chance or for-
getfulnefs, that the Cup was not ad-
miniftred to the Laity, afterw.rds it
became a Law : and tho’ che Infti-
tutions of Chrift and the practice of
the Church for feveral hundred Years
together, was diredly contrary to this
encroachment ; yet they obftinatel

perfiited therein, left it might be faid,
the Church has err’d, and that the
Clergy might enjoy a Prerogative a-
bove the Laity ; nay, {o far their im-
pudence proceeded, that as if they
defign’d tomock both G O D and Man,
they give the Laity the unbleft Cup,
which in a fcornful manner they name
the Wafhing Cup, as if they had eaten
fome unclean thing, and muft wafh
their Mouths after it. Marriage muft

- be turn’d into a Sacrament, tho’ it

feem never fo abfurd and ridiculous,
that the Clergy alone may take cog-
nizance ‘of all Affairs thereunto be-
longing, which being almoft innu-
merable, are very profitable to them ;

and of no lefs confequence, fot there-
M on

4
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on depend the Eftates, Inheritances
L}

and Succeffions not only of private
€

Perfons, but many times of Kj

alfo ; hence it waz that Mfri{ tll?g C}iorflt]s

lgllzeen of England, found herfelf rb:

Iégd to re-e&ablilh Popery in lo

Amgdop), whilft without the po s
uthority, fhe could never haye g:f:

for Legitimate; thus Phil;
! ; : H bl th i '
King of Spain, faw himﬂ:plf ixfditf?)gg-’ .

fably engag’d to ef
oufe ?
Intereft, becaufe am%ng((’:c :)l:ﬁerp ?I))?'s
gations, it was not the leaft that hl-
g::ﬁrgi;tgj hm}: to be born of his Father’:
aughter, which ¢
ly have receivd a Difber?flalgogard-
mc;ggﬁvo't]he‘{ Chriftians, v
ow the fame Religion th ‘
Elcsdnot to difpenfe w%th the atieﬁ?fli
don’ds; of Confanguinity, has intr
uc'd an endlefs Roll of forbidden DO-
grees, and likewife forg’d a new f'o(r:; |

of {piricual Affinity, Why? Toafford

- the Pri
e Pricfts a more frequent cccafion

> l

~Un&ions, the Clergy have found out

A very proper expedient of givi
ver I'\.Mpfxv ‘
éy:ng perfon a friendly a‘m:;:lgir;g:
to
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to make fome pious Legacies, all which
tends to their profit.

Nor is there any other defign in
the Fiftion of Purgatory, than to
wheedle thofé that are juft departing
(and who then lictle value the goods
they muft leave to others) to give
a good part thereof to the Clergy,
to the end that by their Prayers and
Maffes they may the fooner get out
of a place fo terribly hot and thirfty.
The adoratior: likewife of Relicks,
does not make the leaft part of the
Clergy’s Revenue, for with an old
rotten knuckle-bone, they will re-
ward the greateft Services that the
Pope’s moft faithful Creatures fhall
have rendred to him. The Invocati-
on of Saints has furnifh’d them with
a very fair and fpecious pretext o
building fo many the more Churches,
of Inftituting more Holy-Days, of pro-

viding more Priefts to officiate, an
of extorting more Money from the

Laity to maintaip them. Befidcs, the

Canonization of Saints which depends

on the Pope’s breath, does contract

a greater Tefpet and admiration o
his power, as if he could difpofe of
o "Ma . Charges
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~Charges and Offices in Hea
shat God Almighty were obligrdro e
the Candidates the Pope
li)hould prefent him, by \;hitcl;]e mI::(;‘rJrc
'be., can dilpofe of the wills of orhés
! ;ll)ll]ces Subjetts offering 1o corifid :
e a Reward to their Ambitio(;

and Coodilo Ny
and Crcdulity, on condition that they -

will maintain his Intereft

\};aﬂf/ To which we ma}s’ ta(:i(tihc’}]'lellz;{
}]:tgs..Su;jeri_’txtnon has got the upper
been,"gon.e but Ecclefiafticks have
e 4 mitced into the number of
5 n;s,and efpecially fuch of them, wh
crY[' ome rarc Mafter-piece of H .
erily, and a falfc and affe@ted DYPO-
gl,ccnr), l}l’ave render’d themfelves Fanfggg
o ;t ¢ World.  And if this Honour
Secular. al?cz‘[';gnceible‘en( B o
that follicited it(f-]fzrr .'l-]fl,imor tl‘(of'c
!lflVB meérited it by no ¢ 0 e,
dave 1t by no common Ser-
. As to the reft, '
~my tfelf to particula:iz?iﬁé\gotth;ﬂgb}e '
gfy thi‘i,: I(x:/?gated ‘poor fimple peo;lré
Mirasir M r?‘qey, by ‘the invention of
ool t;d mages,  Apparitions; - Exor-
_ ;:Indulgences, }'}/éilee-Yezgrs;s ford

. bidden

N "_,‘;,'I i‘L 14 .‘_:5

i
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bidden Meats, and a thoufind fuch

like Tricks and Devices. \
Seét. 34. After thele means the Uni-

verfities have not a little Contribu-

ted to the cftablithment of the Pope’s

Authority, which have becn founded
partly by the Pope, and partly by
other Prigces ; yet after fuch a man-
ner, that moft of em muft receive their
Confirmation . from Romse ; and the.
Pope has arrogated t0 himfelf the
chief management of them, and the
confcquences of fuch a Polity are
plain cnough, whilft the Profeflors,
who are all the Pope’s Creatures do
not only eftablifh the opinions of Rome
- during their Life, butdo likewife per-
petuate them, by leaving, fuch Suc-
ceffors as are debauch’d and corrup=~
ted, with the fame DoGrine.
" Hence is it that the Academics and
the:Studies exércis’d therein have been
accommodated, as much as poflible,
to.the Pope’s Interefls: S¢ that the
Profeffors of Divinity (who challenge -
the firft rank in" the Univerficy )
were not alone the Pope’s Creaturcs,
buc the Profeffors alfo of the Canon-

Law were very zealous in defence of
M3 the
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the Pope’s Authorit

_ . and mi

hlbs Decrecs tha}t he lZa’ld forcégl?zgl;g

Chriftendom, with the Chicane of -

‘ii‘mary Procefles; for ’tis the Can:;-

o?‘{ that bas caus’d that tedioufnefg
aw-Suits, fince the Clergy have

ulurp’d {o great a Jurisdiction, the

Svcitttl::rt lto I%ti;xbte their eternal Avarice
1e Bribes and Prefe i

. _ nts which
both Partics fee their Advocates with

The moft part of the Philofophers

'tvl:z;e alfo ‘the Pope’s Partizans, fo
/ no one of ‘em durft examine the

bufinefs ferioufly for fear of beingop-

pos’d by the others: Befides 1
:;Sl’tly and . Philofophy wl’lict[llle \il);s
Wit{i’l 1t gn the Schools, was not taught
ditors tmt;r(ieggg o_frcr'ldgring e
that they might“gr?i%{%n S o
| and blun

;I}c}rlcl penetrating Wits with a p;rtcl;?
of tlly, non-fenfical terms, and by that
fuﬁill?s be hindered from acquiring a
Whic?lmeq tal knowledge of thofe things.
o might enablc them clearly to
dil ggﬁrD the Papal- Cheats.  Their
poool winity did not confift in the
S apd Interpretation of the Hol
acriptures, bur moftly in the deciﬁoz

of

~ and propagated with all

-
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of unprofitable queftions proposd by
peter Lombard, Thomas Aquinas, Sco-
tus, and other {fuch Patriarchs of ful-
fom Pedantry. That likewife which
they name philofophy, is nothing elfe
but ridiculous Chymerical Propofiti-
ons confifting of barbarous Latin, and
inexplicable terms, the underftanding
of which was more prejudicial than
profitable to the young Students : So
that all knowledge confifted in know-
ing nothing rightly.

And they have had the confidence
to teach thefe Bagatels and idle Spe-
culations not only in barbarous igno-
rant times, but even at this prefent,
¢hat all Arts and Sciences are in their
Meridian, is that leaven fpread abroad,

the indbftry
and cunning imaginable : On the con-
trary, good and folid Sciences are op-

~ prefs’d, and efpecially fuch as ferve to

open our Eyes in humane affairs, as
chiefly the fo neceffary Doérine of
Morals, which is quite fpoil'd by them, -
and turned into a Labyrinth, out of
which it is impoffible to difentangle
ones felf, which they make ufeof to

enfnare People, and load their Con-
M {ciences
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fciences with fo many doubts and un-
certainties, that being no longerable
to regulate their Aions by clearand
evident Principles, they muit let them-
felves be guided by the Will of an in-

terefted Confeflor,

Set. 35. But becaufe it was ob-
fervd, thatin Luther's time the ftudy

of Letters did not a lictle diminifh the
Pope’s Authority, the Jeluites being
the faicthful Guards of the Papal Chair,
did afterwards take upon them the
mmanagement of all Schools and Col-
leges: but not content therewith,
ufurp’d likewife the Inftru@tion of
little Children, to the end that they
might {6 form their Studies, as not
only not to prejudice the Kingdom of
Darknefs, but rather to promote and
advancethe Intereft thereof. Andindeed
the Education of Children has not
only enrich’d their Society, and
rought it into great credit, but js
alfo a mighty Prop to the Papal Ay.
thority, to which they are more devo-
ted than all the other Orders, for
thereby they infpire the tender and
flexible Youth with Sentiments of an
cxXtraordinary refpeét and - veneration

for
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for the Pope, as alfo with any olt]h;::
Tnclinations that' may 1{*Jtenderd t{] eie-
{erviceable to their [ntercits, an there-
fore accuftom themfﬁgorrz ;hi(:l;he (();gp
inate pe an
an obflinate perh
:gons which they have once ?nl‘(li)'raccfo’
ion of never yielding
and a refolurion of o
ons, {o that they are
contrary Reaions, 10 :
capablcyof ever attaining to thi? !mo:lf-
ledge of the Truth, The 'E lll[t}CS]c
{o Jearn from thence the Conftancy

“and Affeétions of their Scholars, of

which knowledge they {elive tl:ﬁ::?é
felves very eﬁicacxo’uﬂy, when Ahofe
come to be employ’d in State aff rs;
but thofe that arff: (Ii]_eq: :gitthsxfrfi{ ?Lth or
on the account of thel o Riches,
v moft induftrioufly endeavour
fll;?\;/ into their own _On_‘d;z.r, b(); fwtlll;g::-
means the famous Difcipline

Schools only tends to the fupporting

»ope’s Authority ; and though
(t)lfet;l; c'u[: ‘f)'am’d for an excellent m:t-:
thod of teaching Children Latxg,»r%/n
they are very cautious of rclnﬁe heg.
their Scholars too learned, unlels they
arc deftin’d to their Order.

Befides,
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Befides that, as the Jefuites, by the
Government of Colleges have had oc.
cafion to draw into thejr Society a
great many learned men, and that in
their Cony erfation and way of living
they are extreamly civil and polite,
differing much from the courfenefs
and rebucting Pedantry of the other
Monks ; under the pretence of Con-
feflors, they have ‘infinuated them-
felves into moft of the Courts of En-
rope, and by cunningly arrogating to
themfelves Tntrigues of State,  they
fway the Counciis of Princes, and di-
re& them to their own advantages,
which as they are in{cparably annext
to che Pope’s, o is his never forgot
by them. Yet neverthelefs, in fome

Places they have made themfclves ex-
.treamly odious , by their infatiable
Avarice, and carneffnefs of j aterpofing
in all fort of matters. And they are no
lefs envied by the old Orders of Monks,
as having much encroach’d on their
Rights and Authority. One of the
means which are alfo us’d to main-
fain the Grandeur of the Chair of
Rome, is the Power which the Pope
and his Creatures have attributed to

them-

-
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hemfelves, of cenfuring g\quoks,hg
that nothing may appear 10 prms lﬁ t
is contrary to their Interefls ; l“ 1& J
Cenfure they ufe with fo muc (1! ran :
nefs and impudence, that theyﬂ. l(: ?n
only retrench what they diflil ced
old Authors when they are reprmtin:
but they have the corffidence to o

fert whole paflages, which may
ferviceable to their deﬁgns. b
If any new picce 'apple‘ o be
written and printed in t ﬁe . F:a
Territories, tis prlc]{ér;tz t::v ﬁ:t lf:evet
1 amination, :
g;;&ﬂi;f in that is contrary t;lo th:;x:
Interefts, ’tis put into the I(ri Fig'tion'
uroatorius, that in the fecon B 1 on
{)t may be quite o‘mxttgd; . ut ;xd'~
Books that areb{\yl“tt?; lfgg; lside‘:o d
ies, are abfolute to be
;,tftrrfg:iuc’ed into their Countryl.‘mll\t!o;
- thay any man read them l:mlone a
fpecial permiffion, or fuch ?t ne 23
, are fo much prejudiced agz}llfi L them
that they do not fear wi e’sthey
‘ nd therr , and
Il;}:c):,kebnmthcm as they pleafe, fince 1t

i ' i people to read
is not allowed thew peoplc. e
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either thejp ity
fI_S_eﬁdes,. fom
c?;dalous Lives of the 2o
el eXtreamly prejudici
Iﬂlfl;l Religion, becajufé Cti?l
Pos'd to a]l the World b
;lr:ldg:aof the Proteftanss,
vour to retort the {3 '
e):'s on the Pr()tq/la;sz na(;lt] eogf Prfl))ﬂ‘
de farmg the Faults and Overl)‘lf hy
| on;’c few particulars, bue b c% .
%.igt cm with the moft féan):ialoar.
ces, and defiring them aﬁerWarcL;:

to prove the ¢

ontrary ; wher

contr erch
g;spoﬂéfé their Followers wicl, n(};ttilcl)cx
) reamly difadvantageous ro the iy
effant Religion. el

Cy were ex-

They have likewife

caough to cry up the MTmpudence

Exploits of thej iracles and
p Ir  Martyrs, i

tv::é'y remote Countriesy, ’ byd(zgle' h
Wit{ acquire a great credjg A
Yol t}:lhe more {imple fore of pe, le:
¥ ¢h Trick of theirs, amonpﬁ el
E%mqthers, Is exaltly rem Fed T
Z hi: S;:z:'t’: ?21? I:;ynglifh‘ Gentleman
Iope. e R"’.{{ ’

Sedf,

Writings or R
cfutation
¢ have obferv'd, thar thsc; :

res haying
to the Ra%

y the Wri-
they do now .
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Sect. 36. But there are yet more
violent ways which the Pope ufes to
fupport the Majefty of his Character,
amongft which the chiefeflt was that
terrible Ban or Excommunication,
whereby whole Countries have been
forbidden the exercife of their Reli-
gion, and Kings and Empcrors have
been forced to truckle to the Mitre ;|
but now a-days thefe Arms are no lon-
ger {0 dreadful as they were hereto-
fore, unlefs it be to fome of the petty
Princes in /taly : But in Spain and
Jtaly they have erctted a fingular Tri-
bunal, which they chriften Officium
Sancte Inquifitionis, whercin they en-

~ quire and proceed againft fuch as are

any ways fufpeéted of Herefie ; the
worft of which is that which de-
ftroys the Credit, Dotrine, and De-
crees of the Pope : By which means
the people are kept in an intolcrable
Slavery;: And the Peft isnot fo dread-
ful to the Inhabitants of thofe Coun-
tries, as is this fort of Juftice, which
is fo rigoroufly put in exccution, that
he who falls into the Inquifitor’s hands,
fhall riot efcape without the lofs of a
great many Feathers.
e ~Sedt.
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~ that live under ¢y

flor have they “any opportunity of
knowing the co

believe, that the moft
learned

among them plainly fee how
‘matters uld never conti.
nuc under o ridicy
ble a Yoke, wi great many
woiidly Profpe@s, and if I may pro-
nounce my Judgment in
fanfie, that moft
rom declaring againtt g,

are unable to oppofe i a
they willin

which they enjoy amongft the Pa.
pifts, and

ants, where the
thing bur po
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Sei. 37. Now, though the Dijre.
&ion and Adminiftration

of the Popifh
Religion , together with oth

which we have already fhown, are
fufficient to |

cep the People in the
Bounds of the

ir Daty. efpecially (ince
the Romifh) ¢/

ergy do fo well manage
the bufinefs, that the

Yy can content
cvery one ; and that moft of thof¢

¢ Pope's Jurifdi@i.
on, creduloufly

fwallow for great
Truths all that thejr Priefls tell them

nurary : Yee [ really
politick and

80, and wo

lous and intolera-
ithout a

the cafe, I
of ’em are kept back

becaufe they

one; norare
& to ruine a good Fortupe,

10 go over to the Prote-

y are to expet ng.
verty and. Contempt,

which

€r means -
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jal of their

sy is too fharp a trial ot U r
wl}xch lrfdt?hereforg they tt}lngkc;:r is
le:é,t?if they behi‘vel»mtjtehemby t
o b its, and tha &

and b Mcml[ls "be faved. Andas fo
' hi he

lone they fhiall € odAnds

Opinions ‘ re
ﬂ:l:lz't(c)zﬁ:;ta rgligiorm, :gcythz:;l 20
) liance ), o
ex.ternall]e cor[:ag believe a? nl::htt?c
dllmmn,i tas ytht:y pleafe{)\:’ ?nye::etwho the
cor le and Women, ure

\ 1 in
com[lllmr:it‘:)ﬁggted wxgh ﬁr;nir‘: ia]:lgood
glf"égiglc things, .bellfe:;g tg rzat ngeod

1s O !

earnc{?, ;)Sre[?g:.;, there are, w(;;l;%?:
oub, a great many that °areanivine‘
douba.n Ei(h what thére 1s Othc ivine
e d;\ l'lrgRt:ligion, and whgt e e
p tf ?their own Interefts a:diﬁ:ovcr
of re if they happen t R
e ftures of the laft, t grle ok
the lm‘ljlothe reft as a meer FaAt h’eifm
e for d to conceal thcu'f g
fro forc‘:]c; World, for fear (2\ bring.o
i ftlves into trouble. An ccany
T judge how eafily an Tralien
wie ngera’l, that has ncvcili l:t g

%l:bfg anor any good Protelia !

101C,

impious Thoughts
~may fall into {fuch impio ts
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fo foon as he begins to difcover the

Cheats of his Clergy. Tis likewife
certain, that finée Luther’s time, the

Popedom has put on another face
y .

and does ‘procecd mu
tiogﬂ{ydtlla‘:l heretofore?h pore caw
efides, there are a great
of People, of all Condit%ons, t[llll:tnﬁb:cti
their Advantage in the Romifh Com-
munion, cither by entring into feve-
ral Orders of Knights, or but puttin
themfclves into Convents, which xgs
oftentimes a great cafe, and fome-
times the aggrandizing of a whole
Family 5 and at the leaft, the fuperfti-
tious Parents are very well contented
therewith, and think they merit not
a little, by an carly dedication of
their Children to God. In fine
{uch as can’t make their Fortune ir;
the World, have no more to do, than
to caft themfelves into a Cl(’)iﬂer
and there they dre provided for all
their life ; which Advantage they
ﬁzuéit:r(:; i(~:t110£,; if (t]he Papacy fhould
nate i
De exterminatcd, and the Ecclefiatti-
The Popifh. Dottrin is alfo fo deeply

-rooted in thofe Countries where it

docs

fcated to the State,
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does at prefent reign, that if any
fhould undertake to abolifh it, he
could never attain his ends, whilft
the Priefts would not fail to move
Heaven and Earth againft him, or
find a Clement or Ravaillac to {horten
his days; buc moft of the Princes
find it their Intereft to maintain the
eftablif’d Religion; or at leaft, they
find no profit, but rather a great deal
of danger in beginning a change.

Sect. 38. Bug Italy efpecially, has
no {mail Advantage in maintaining
the Papal Dignity, becaufe that Land
is become very confiderable by the
continual Refidence of the Pope, and
by that Prerogative it has, that the
Pope muft always be an Ztalian, an
becaufe there is no Noble Family in
all Jzaly thar does not receive fome
profit from the Pope. |

As in Poland, the Bifhopricks. and
richeft Prebendaries, are poffefled by
the Nobility of that Country, who
there enjoy likewife the Soveraig

Power ; they have great Intereft 1’

the Popedom, fince the Bifhops as

Senators of the Kingdom, are there
N - in
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in great Credit. In Portagal, the
Clergy is alfo very Powerful, and
would eafily embrace the Spanifh Fa-
&ion, if their Prince fhould go about
to make any Innovation in the Re-
ligion ; and therefére we have feen
in this laft Age, that the Portugneze

have not dar’d to mutter againft the

Pope, tho’ he in favour of Spain has
us’d ’em very {curvily about the Col-
lation of New Bifhopricks, and given
them reafon enough to {lip their Necks
out of founeafy a collar. In Germany,
feveral of the States of the Empire ftick
clofe to the exercift of the Popifh Reli-
gion ; and amongft the Impenial Cities,
Collen, as well as fome other of lefs
Importance, fwarms with idle Pricfts
and Monks ; ‘and amongft the Counts,
and Orders of Knighthood, all fuch
as have any profpet of attaining to
Ecclefiaftical Charges and Benefices; a-
mong the temporal Princes the Ele¢tor
of Bavaria, has always perfifted obfti-
~ nately in his Religion, in hopes of afpi-
ringone day to the Imperial Dignity,of
which he would be totally fruftrated,
if he fhould abandon the Pope’s In-

tereft 5

\
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tereft ; and why fome Proteftanc
Princes have return’d unto the Romifh
Yoke is, I think, very well known.

That the Bifhops and Prelates of Ger-

many, are {0 good Catholicks is no
wonder, becaufe ’tis a muqh {weeter
and agreeable Life, tobea rich Prince,
than a poor Preacher. Befides, they

are deterred from any thoughts of

change by the example of two Ele-
&ors of. Collen, whofc deligns were
very unhappy and fatal to them.

In Charles the fifih’s time, Spain
by its, Intrigues, impeded the pro-
+efs of the Reformation, and fince
the lofs of fo fair an opportunity, the
Emperor par raifon detat, cannot a-
bandon the Pope’s Interefls, tho he
hould defire to do it ; and the Eccle-
fiaftical Princes are forced to hold with
him, that thcy may have a fupport
againft the temporal ones; but if the

~ Emperor fhould really defign to leave

the Pope, 'tis moft certain, that he
“}ould Er[’c have all the Clergy upon
his back, nor could he be affurd,
that the Temporal Princes would ftand

by him, efpecially, ;]Nt;uﬂ the Pr'fncgs?

/Ai'a:
A . .
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of the moft Ancient and Noble Fa-
milies, whofe Religion is the only
Bar of their Pretences to the Em-
pire, might then with asmuch: righe
afpire to it as any, and openly rival
the Houfe of Auftria ; the Pope 100,
would move Heaven and Earth againft
the accomplifhment of a defign £ ter-
rible and pernicious to his Dignity ;
nor would the Fresch King let flip
fo goodan occafion of advancing him-
{elf to the Imperial Dignity, to which
in fuch a junQure the Clergy would
not fail to invite him.

. The Spaniards would pafs for the
molt zealous Defenders of the Holy
Chair, but the true reafon is, becaufe
the Pope’s Favour and Protetion is
abfolutely neceffary to the peaceable
maintenance of their Kingdom of Na-
ples and Durchy of ilan and thus
we fee them ufually cloak their en-
terprizes with the pretext of defend-
ing and propagating the Catholick
Religion, but unfuccefsfully for the
moft part; T will no fpeak here of
the intolerable Greatnefs of the Spa-
#ifb Clergy, nor of the firange things
: -which
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which they make the people believe,
are contain’d in the Doétrine of the
Proteftants.  Frence does not out-

. wardly appear fo paffionatcly to ¢

fooufe the Tnterefts of Rome, nor have
tll)le Popes been able to periwade the
Fyench Church_ to o abfolute and

Churches have yielded them, .{o that
when they endeavour'd to, infringe
or encroach upon their privileges ;
the Parliament of paris did _prefent-
ly take Cogpizance of the Affair, and
the Sorbon has likewife often rejecte

feveral unreafonable Propofitions ad-
vanced by the Flattercrs and Syco
phants of the Pope; they likewife
{py the Nuncid's Condutt, and will
not allow him to0 great a liberty,
who whenhe comes out of Rome, bears
his Crefier ercled, but {o foon as he

Arrives on the French Frontiers, 1€

carries it Rewerfed, till he obtains

Fun&ion,and then 00, they areforce

o promife him, that they will ufe it

nor no otherwife than he
I{ll(\)a{lor:l%f;l’c fits Beﬁd;sl, they are, ob-
. 3

leave from the King to excrcife his.

liged
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liged to make ufe of Fremh Seer
taries, and when they go Zwaf]ecrte(;
leave a, Roll of their Negotiati’ons
a?d their Seal behind them, and t<;
ufe feveral ‘other fuch Formalities
without ‘which all their Proceedin ;
would be ##/ and void of effe&g~
fo thac the French fay, the Pope’s Nusw.
;za reccives his Commiffion ss well
rom the King as the Pope, and
that it 1s Precaria & ad Nutum, Reg:s
revocabilis ; hence it is, that the .an_
cio lays afide his Crofier, if he hap-
pens to come where the King is gs
if his Jurifdiction were diﬂ'olv’d’b.y
the I_’rfifeqce of the King. Nay, in
I[{]tc/:/zeu s time ’twas debated of, whe-"
ther or no they fhould make a Patri-
arch in Framce ; which defign tho’
In my opinion, could not have beer;

v
ery advantageous for Framee, for -

the Clergy would never
‘ ver have
?go{gght to conftnt thereto, hagfgg
" afon enough to fear, left the King
dpon fuch an occafion fhould conﬁ%
erably retrench their fat Revenues.

Befides, if the Fresch King {hould

ever have any thoughts of afpiring to
the
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the Empire, his feparation from Rome
would be very differviceable to him;
for fhould fo powerful a Prince as
the French King is, become Mafter
of the Empire, he would not only -
revive the pretenccs of the ancient
Emperors which are now, as twere,
buried in oblivion, of which moft
depend on Rome, but alfo the Defence
of the Romifp Church would be a
very {pecious pretext of claiming
feveral rights and privileges which the
Popes have fufferd to be lot. On
the contrary, the Pope has a terri-
ble averfion and fear of the French
Monarchy ; fince it is not to be doub-

ted, but upon fuch an occaflion, France

would make a great Reformation in
the Court of Rome, and bridle the
Pope’s Authority fo much, that he
would fignify no more than a fimple
Patriarch ; and he muft attend the
fame fate if Spain fhould afpire to
the Univerfal Monarchy ; in the mean
while, it would go very ill with the
Proteftants ; -and from hence we may
conclude, that the greatelt Support
of the Papal Chair is the Jealoufy

N 4 and
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and «£quilibrium which Rome wifely
maintains between the two Crowns of
" France and Spain, and therefore ’tis
the neareft and deareft of the Pope’s
. Intereft to hinder any one of thofe
Kingdoms from trampling on the o-
ther, or afpiring to the univerfal Mo.
narchy of Europe s which alfo i cafy
to be obferved from the Pope’s Con-
duft for feveral Ages ; for when
France was extreamly low and weak-
ned after the Death of Henry the
Iccond, the Pope was forcd to de-
clare himfelf for the Spanifb Interefts,
to which the Spaniards were refolv’d
ge him, both by fair means
and by foul. They gain’d the Pope’s
ephews, who were glad to enrich
themfelves during the Thore 1.ife of
their Uncle, and willingly devoted
themfclves ¢o Spain, whilft they could
teccive large Penfions, Benefices, and
confiderable Charges: and in cafa
they did not rendep themfclves very
ferviceable to thofg from whom they
receiv’'d pa}y, they were fure to be
cruelly perfecuted afier their Unckle’s
- Death; they alfo usd all their efforts

to
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to exclude from the Succeflion, any

rdi "they fulpelted to be
Ci::lli;?r?}g d;gt tileh}’, Adverfaries Inte-
cnﬁs . but {o foon as ‘mee began
:g life up its head again, the Popez
refumed their former Indnﬂ'crenc? ?n
Liberty, and would {hew themfclves
no more favourable to cither pa*rt();,
han as they were ferviceable and a C-l-
:ii&ed to the Papal In,tereﬁ;.z}:l
therefore Gauichard declar’d public
in 2 Sermon at Paris, in the M(l)gth
g}' Fuly, 1637. that the War whic
France made then againft Spain, was

. a Holy War, and in Defence of the

| b
igion ; for had not the Fremch
Ilzfxlllgl?r?aée ufe of that means tobring
Spaz%z to reafon, the King doi;] '.Spgz
would certainly have placed his 4/~

i Holy Chair. ,
m;z:‘l.l r; ;.heAs foxy thofe that have re-

~ volted from the Pope, tho’ he would

‘ ‘to find them reduc’d a-
noitn b‘emf('ci)gy his Jurifdiction, yet he
gzes not defire, that by their yuins

primce {hould become {o grealtl
:;1 S;o render himfelf formidable to all

ti ter to give my
Enrope:, for ’tis bet gEnemy

. \
3 .
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Enemy his Life, than to feek to de. |

- prive him of it at the coft of my
owa ; thus we fece how great fears
and jealoufies the Vi&torious Progrefs
of Charles the fifth’s Arms againft the
Proteftants, eccafion’d at Rome, fince
it oblig’d Pope Panl the third to re-

call thofe Troups which he had de-

ftin’d to the Emperor’s Service ; and
bad Philip the fecond fubdwd Ea-
glandy Sixtus the fifth would too late
have repented his rath promoting
that Catholick Defign.  So Gregory
the fifteenth in theWar of the Valteline,

fded with the Grifons againft the -

Spaniards, tho” the firft were of the
Reform’d Religion s nor was Yrbax
the eighth, difpleas’d to fee the Houfc
of Auitria mortifi'd by Guffavus Adol-
phus Ring of Swedeland, becaufe the
Emperor in the bufines of Mantua,
had fhown as little mercy to the
Catholicks,as before to the Proteftants :
and ’tis faid, that when Ferdinand
the fecond defird a fum of Money,
which the fame Pope had promifed
him, inftead thereof, he fent him
and his Army a plenary Indulgence

at
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“hour, of Death, that they
ﬁigthhtewith'greatcr confidence expofe

1yes to all dangers.
thelgllgs v\?vas the Court of Rome lefs
apprehenfive fome years ago, “g}eo?
the French King made fo great o
grefles in the United Provinces, tha

" the ruin of the Republick, feem’d

inevitable,. But tho’ the Pope d)oes
not defire the weakning of the Pro-

ich rough means,
ftant party by whic
teet it C:l)nnot be denied that he ufes

( i llure
f{lichts and ck:yxces to a
?}lllerilbrft'rgm tgheir Religion; amongft

Wwhich, the principal are, to matf-
tain a

difcord amongft the Proteg-
ftants, to flatter the Pl‘}uceslcif tgzg
perfwalion, and by giving, n:.mt o
pith Wives, to place a Serpjn“ in
their bofom, to cntice .the 61‘1: em O
younger Brothgrcv,‘qf gxegt : chne~
by Spiritual Digmities anr attream-
fices, by maklmg all 0\t7lell(‘) tc:o ??m, ok
ome that go ’
]izllﬁ‘:;licz?amuﬁng themfelves ?{nf?lfe;
cefsfully to writc Books Iagg}}x: (ke
Proteftant Divines, to chen

mongft
difputes and quarrels that are a therpﬁ ;'
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them ; and it is vifibly certain, that

the Romifb Clergy have made very
great progreflesin this laft Age, and
are 1 a condition of making grea-
ter, comtforting themfelves with a
malicious joy,*to fee thar their Ad-

verfaries, by internal Schifims, weaken

and deftroy each other.

., Seit. 40.. From what has been
here faid, may cafily be judged,
Whether ever any Accommodation
can be expelted between the Prote-
ftants and Papifts, whilft each Party
abandoning fome of their Tenents,
fhall make fuch Advances, as at laft
to agree 1n one common Confeflion
of their Faith, and leave the reft, as
obfcure and ufelefs, to be diﬁ)u,tcd
of in the Schools; or elfe, that both

might keep their Opinions, and that
notwithftanding thesdifference of Re-
ligions, they might live with one

another as Brethren in Chrift, and

Members of onc and the fame Com-

munton.  Yet if we rightly examine

the ftate of affairs, and the Principles
of the Popith Religion, we muft own
that all fuch Accommodations are

, morally
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morally impoflible; for we do not
only difcover an extream jarring and
contradi&tion of Doftrines, but the
Interefts of eachare quite oppofite and
contrary one to another : For, firft,
the Pope would willingly re-enterin-
to the pofleffion of the Church-Goods,

“but he will find it hard to gec fo
{weet a Morfel out of the Proteftants -

Clutches.
Then again, the Pope wonld fain

beacknowledged the Head of Chriften-

dom, but the Proteftants will never

part with the ju circa fucra, the choi--
ceft Jewel of their Soveraignty ;. and
it is a comtradittioin adjeito to live in
sood intelligence and friendfhip with
the Pope, and not own him at the
fame time the fupreme Monarch of
the Church: Juft as if any Stranger

fhould defire to be naruraliz’d, and |

made a free Denifon of England, and
yet refufe to acknowledge the King

his Soveraign Lord. ]
The Infallibility of the Pope 1§

likewife the Corner-ftone of the Pope-,

dom, which if once taken away, the

whole . Struéture will fall to the
: Ground;

i
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them ; and it is vifibly certain, thay

the Romifh Clergy have made very
great progreflesin this laft Age, and
are in a condition of making grea-
ter, comforting themfelves with g
malicious joy,*to fee thar their Ad-

verfarics, by internal Schifms, weaken '

and deftroy each other.

. Seif. g0.. From what has been
here faid, may calily be judged,
Whether ever any Accommodation
can be cxpelted between the Prote-
ftants and Papifts, whilft each Party -
abandoning fome of their Tenents,
fhall make fuch Advances, as at laft
1o agree in one common Confeffion
of their Faith, and leave the reft, as
obfcure and ufclefs, to be difputed
of in the Schools; or elfe, that both

might kecp their Opinions, and that
notwithftanding thesdifference of Re-
ligions, they might live with one

another as Brethren in Chrift, and

Members of one and the fame Com-

munion.  Yet if we rightly examine

the ftate of affairs, and the Principles
of the Popith Religion, we muft own,
that all fuch Accommodations are

: morally

of Poapedom. 189
morally impoflible ; for we do not
only difcover an extream jarring and
contradi€tion of Doé’grmcs, but thc‘
Interefts of eachare quite oppofite and
contrary one to another : For, firft,
the Pope would willingly re-enterin-
to the pofleffion of the Church-Goods,

' he will find it hard to get fo
F\l:r::e; 21 Morfel out of the Proteftants

lutches. B
¢ l’i‘hcn again, the Pope wonld faim

beacknowledged the Head of Chriffens

- M‘e

dom, but the Proteftants will never

t with the jus circa facra, the choi-
g:il;c Jewel of]their'Sovqraxgnty 3 aqd‘
it is ‘a comtradittioin adjecto to live in
good intelligence and friendfhip with
the Pope, and not own him at th(;
fame time the fupreme Monarch o
the Church: Juft as if any §tranger
fhould defire to be naturaliz’d, andn
made a free Denifon of England, and
yet refufe to ackgowledge the King

is Soveraign Lord. _
hlsThe Infag-llibilicy of the Pope 1Is

likewife the Corner-ftone of the Pope=.

dom, which if once taken away, the

' il fall to the
wholg  Struéture wi o

,..
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Ground ; and therefore the Po
raifon detat, cannot yield the lcpaeﬁpgrf

thofe points which occafion the Di- -

vifion betwixt the Proteftants
Papifts ; for if the' Pope thould oz:;/]t(:
that any the leaft parc of that Do-

&rine, which he has hitherto main-

tain’d, is falfe, he muft granc at the
fame time that he is no’% infal]ibﬁgf
Can he therefore err in one point ?
He may ealily err in another : But if
the Proteftants grant that one Article
of the Pope’s Infallibility, they muft
alfo give him all the other contro-
verted points.  Now ’tis non-fence to
imagine that the Proteftants will ever
retrat  all that they have written
againft the Pope ; and fhould the
Laity be brought to do it, what will
:}l;g)(iélc:;%y tilo‘? Where will they
Gele oF el Wives and Chil-
Fhercfore how good and how pious
{oever their Intention may have been
who have propos'd any means of an
[.ilccdmmodatiop, between the Prote-.
banrs and Papifts, which they call
y the name of Syneretifm, yet they
are -
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e inreality nothing but pure Whim-

fics, and ferve only to furnifh mat-
ter of Raillery, and Diverfion to the
Papifts, who are alfo very well con-~
tented, that the Proteftant .Divines
fhould amufe themfelves with fuch
Chimerda's, fince they are fure to get
by it, but never lofe any thing, for-
aimuch as the Proteftants donot on--
ly fall foul upon one another, on the
account of this pretended Syncretifm,
but the common and united Zzeal
which they heretofore bare againft
the Papifts, .is thereby extreamly
weakened ; for any one that does not
underftand the matter to the botom,
when he hears them. talk of an Ac-
commodation, will cafily be perfwa-
ded, that the Difference betwixt us
is not fo great or capital as has
becn reprefented.  Now he that ad-

+ mies fuch thoughts, will at the fame

time be apt to revolve in his ‘mind

the benefits and advantages he may .

find in the Roman Communion, and
then he’ll make no great {cruple to

bid adieu to the Proteftant Religion ; .

for ’tis with their Religion as w[lvt[h’a
al-
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Maiden-head , - or Town befiegd,

which run a great rifque of bei
loft,, when once they gegin to eg:?
ley. |

Sect. 41. ’Tisa quere whether the
Pope, with the united help of all of
his Perf{wafion, can bring the Prote-
ftants by force under his Jurifdi®ion?
We anfwer, That the Papifts do con-
fiderably excel the Proteftants in
number ; for on the Pope’s fide is
all ftaly, Spain, Portugal, France, and

- the greateft part of Poland, as well

asthe weakeft Cantons of Switzerland.
In Germany are all the Aufirian Pro-
vinces, the Kingdom of Bokemia, al-
molt all Upper FHungary, the Bifhops

and Prelates, the Houfc of Bavaris

and Newburg, the Marquefate of Badex,
and fome other Princes of lefs confi-
deration ; a great number of Counts
Lords, Free Knighthoods, and ImpcZ
tial Cities, befides a great many in
Proteftant Countries, which all toge-
ther, according to my Eftimate, will
amount to two thirds of Germany.
In Hollawd we find a great many Pa-
pifts, and there were a great many

of
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of the fame leaven in England, though

(God be thanked) fince the Happy Coming

of Their Prefent Majeflies to the Crown,

the Land ‘is pretty well feowr'd of

them. , ‘

On the other fide, we reckonamong

the Proteftants the 'Kingdoms of Ex-

gland, Scotland, and Ireland, with all

their dependences, Swedeland, Denmark, -
Hollind, the moft of the Tempo--
ral EleGors and Princes, together

with the Imperial Cities of Germany.

The Proteftants of France are at pre-

fent difarm’d ; thofe of Polandare not

in a condition to undertake any thing ;

the Cities of Praffa and Curland have

enough ‘to do to maintain the free .

exercife of their Religions Tranfylva-

nia can do but little: And the Pa-
pifts have befides, thisadvantage above
the Proteftants, That they all of em
own the Pope for Supreme Head of
their Church, and do, at leaft with
their Mouth, and externally, profefs
one and the fame Faith. But on the
contrary, the Proteftants have no
vifible Spiritual Head, but are mifes

rably divided amongft ‘themfelves 3
(8] for,
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for, not to mention thofe little Se&ts
© of Arminians, Socinians, Anabaptifis
‘and the reft, their Body is divided
into almoft two equal parts‘of Luthe-
rans and Calvinifts, amongft which a
great many arc as much imb.trer’d
apainft one another, as they arc a-
gaidf(t the Common Enemy, the Pa-
pifts ¢ Belides, therc is no general
Policy or Govérnment in the Religi-
on among(t them, but inevery ftare
the particular Soveraign regulates the
Affairs thercof according to his own
will and pleafure - Nor can it be
denied that ( commonly {peaking )
the Papifts do with more Zcal, La-
bour 2nd Indullry promote the ad-
vancement and propagation of their
Religion, than do the Proteftants,
who have moftly in view how they
inay conveniently fubfift by cheir Be-
nefices, as the chiefelt profpe&t of
Handicrafts-men is, how to get their
Living by the Trade to which they
apply themfclves: So that the fearch
of the Kingdom of God is as the re-
ferve, and the laft thing they take

care for. Whereas the Monks 'and.

Je-

b4 r
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Jefuites, on the contrary, have brought

themfelves intq great repute by their
Miffions, both into the Eaff and weft
Indies 5 and though in the relations
they give us thereof, they intermit
a thoufand fabulous reports, yet the
thing in it felf is extreamly lauda-
ble. |

In fine, there is fuch an irrecon-
cileable Jcaloufie among the chiefeft
of the Droteftant States, that it is
morally impoflible ever to perfwade
them to fubmit to onc Head : As for
example 5 Betwixt England and Hol-
land, Swedeland and Denmark, not to
mention the reft. Though again it
muft be owned too, that there - are
no lefs Jealoufies between France and
Spain , which will {carcely permit

them to a& unanimoully againft the

Proteftants. So that notwithftanding
the great inequality 1n ftrength that
there is between the Proteftants and
Papifts, the former necd never appre-
hend the Oppreflion of the Jat-
ter. ‘

Ozl- In
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!9;5 ) The Diffop
In the mean while there i
difference between the Prlgt?:(%:f;?t
that form an Independent State ans
thqf_‘e that are under the Yok’e of
Faptﬂj Lordx,’ for thefe are not half
‘o% v:ﬁll affarii. of the maintenance
oa T ir Religion as are the o
Thus the Securit

v y of the
Proteftants depends on the éarfr?;(;lp;
of the King, and the Edié of Nan
zes 5 [b tba{ they wonld be in a /a(;
ondition , if the French King (bonid

at any time be poffeft with a Spanifh

or Auftrian Zeal: et I dow’
: 3 I don’t beli
l:we will ever undertake to force ef;fx
:Z the matter of Religion, as long as
th?,’« Z%e [t)eazeabijl and contented ;gvitl)
. erty ke allows them j
if l;e confiders the good Se;vi{f’mgg
Fen e;ed to his Grandfather Henry tb]e
: bo;{rt b, and that he himfelf, without
be_zr affifiance, had mever arrived
the 1f]'ronm of France, ”
or can Poland calily fi
the exercife of the Protc%lantt]pﬁﬁﬁ
gmn in _Carlam_i and Pruffia, as lon
s Dantzick enjoys its Liberty. Irgx
Ger-
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~Germany the Proteftants are ftrong

enough: So that if they were united
under one Head, they would makea
formidable Kingdom ; but the oreat
number of their Chiefs, the diverfity
of their Interefts, and their diftance
from one another, diminifhes their
Strength very confiderably ; fo thatthe
Emperor, in the fpace of an hundred
years, had twice reduc’d them to
fuch a condition that their Religfon
and Liberty, (which are {o infepara-
bly annex’d , that the lofs of one
would have been 2 neceffary confes
quence of the other’s lofs) had both
been ruin’d without the affiftance of
France and Swedeland,
Tis true, of late years fome have

pretended t0 hold forth this new
Maxim, ¢ That the Proteffants in Ger-
¢ many are able 1O fubfff and main-

¢ gain their Libertics without the help
¢ of thofe two Crowns , and that
¢ Brandenburg 15 VETY fit to have the
< management and _dire&ion in Chief

¢ of all their Affairs. And *tis in-

deed the real Intereft of the Hopffc
fuch an Opiman

£ Auftrie, that
of Aufrit Q {hould

3
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In the mean while there 1
dlnfferencc between the Prgtifgzi:
t I:at form an Independent State, and
t ofe that are under the Yoke of
;apsz Lords, for thefe are not half
0(;' v:ﬁél aﬂ‘il{r;i. of the maintenance
oI ir Religion as are the o

Thus the Securit
y of the F

Proteftants depends on the barer?:o?;l
of the King, and the Ediéf of Nan
‘t‘es [,1 . [o- tba{ they wonld be in a /a[;
ondition , if the French Kisg fbaéld

at any time be pofleft with a Spanifh

or Auftrian Zeal: Yet I dow’
. 3 on’t bels
%e will ever undertake to force ef;j;i
:Z the marter of Religiony as long as
;b?;» z;ze ge.qzeaéiyl and contented :gvitl;
' erty ke allows shem '
if he confiders the good Se;'v?{,:“tj;fl/]
;ende(/ed to his Grandfather Henry IZ
! bau.rt b, and that he himfelf, withous
be;r affiftance, had wever arrived p
the xf]‘rmvn of France, ”
or can Poland ealily fi
the exercife of the Proteyf,tanLclpl';l«::‘iif§
gxon in _Curlamj and Pruffia, as lon
s Damszick enjoys its Liberty. Ig
Ger-
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~Germany the Proteftants are ftrong

enough: So that if they were united
under one Head, they would makea
formidable Kingdom ; but the great
number of their Chiefs, the diverfity
of their Interefts, and their diftance
from one another, diminifhes their
Serength very confiderably ; fo thatthe
Emperor, in the {pace of an hundred
years, had twice reduc’d them to
fuch a condition, that their Religion
and Liberty, (which are {o infepara-
bly annex’d , that the lofs of one
would have been 2 neceffary confes
quence of the other’s lofs) had both
been ruin’d without the affiftance of
France and Swedeland,
"Tis true, of late years fome have
pretended 0 hold forth this new
Maxim, ¢ That the Proteftants in Ger=
¢ many are able 1O {fubfit and main-
¢ ain their Libertics without the help
¢ of thofe two Crowns , and that
¢ Byandenburg 15 VErY fit to have the
d dire@ion in Chief
¢ of all their Affairs. And ’tis in-
deed the real Intereft of the Houfe
of dwftria, that fuch an Opimon
03 d
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fhould prevail among the Proteftans.
"Tis with this Pretext that the Bras-
denburger and the Houfe of Lunen-
- burg cover the defire they have of
putting themielves in poffeflion of

thole Lands which the King of .

Swedeland has in Germany »  whillt
they give out, They are as well able
to maintain them in the enjoyment
of their Liberty and Religion, as the
other Proteftant Stares. Yer it is
moft certain, that if thefe two Hou-
{es fhould attain their ends, tlieirad-
ditional Grandeur would renderthem
lefs formidable to the Emperor, than
they are at prefenc, whilt back’d
and fupported by the King of Suede-
Jand. And they are no lef decej-
ved, if they  think to find as fure a
Support from Deumark or Holland, as
they have received from France and
Suedeland.  And thirdly, Should the
Emperor once attain to his defire,
and difpofleffing thofe two Crowns
of what they have - at prefent in
Germany, introduce again the Spanifb
Faltion, and mortifiec the Stares by
the maintenance of a ftanding Ar-

my,

: nveni el F KT At
‘my, and other Inconvenieniaes:of War,

» at fuch a time could .oblige the
grl;(;)eif)r to disband his Vn&‘?rlous
Troops? And if, for examplo, the
Emperor could. find no. Pretext to
keep his Army. together , and'to
oblige the Proteftarits to ‘maintain
it at their coft, will Brawdenburg anc;
Luncnburg make head againft him ?
And fourthly , If in cafe the Prote-
ftant States thould not find themfelves
cqual to fo vaft a Work, Whether

thofe two Crowns would at their |

come and help them? And
fw:;lllc:ther their own. Affairs would per-
mit them to undertake fo important
a defign ?  Or, lattly, Whether there
would fall down from Heaven ano-
ther Guftevus Adolphus, to redeem
them from the very brink of Deftru-
&ion, and make as great a pro-
grefs as that mighty Conqueror once

idi?.

“ At.*ld as for fuch as believe, that

1 Reli-
curity of the Pr&_)te&ant
g;gnszc;n c};nﬁ{t\ alone in Parchme;ii;
and Secals; or that the Emperor will

raignty of Ger-
not attempt the So(w)/e; gaty many
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many, if ever a fair occafion prefents
it felf' ; whilft he can pretext {o fpe-
cious Caufes as is the reffauration of
the Catholick Religion, and Goods of
the Ecclefiafticks, they muft have
quite loft all knowledge of preceding
times; befides, the Treaty of Nimm;-

gen has thewn how vain and fruic.
lefs all fuch Projes are.

The Independent Proteftant States
need not fear being oblig’d to aban.
don their Religion . by any violent
means 3 for as the uniformity of
Religion cannot remove the Jea-
loufies of State, which is - notorioufly
cvident from France and Spain, En-

gland and Holland ; o neither can

the differcnce of Religion produce this
effedt, that in cafe any potent State
of the Romifb Perfwalion {hould un-
dertake to opprefs a neighbouring
Proteftant, all the Papifts fhould for-
fake the one, and immediately join
with the other, clpecially if they had
any Intereft in the prefervation of the

State , that fhould be ip danger of
ruing; - :

The

|
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‘The laftingnefs and confervation of
the . Proteftant Religion in thofe States
where it is profefs’d , does chiefly
confift in the care that is taken to
maintain it within the Country ;
whereto they have no nced of fuch
fubtile and artificial Devices, as gre
us'd in the fupport of the Popedom,
but the moft fimple and ordinary
means are fufficient ; for it moftly
conlfifts herein, That the Schoolsand

'Churches be provided of learned and

i eactiers ; That the Clergy,
E;) u: ¥ound Doctrine and virtuous
Life, give a good Example to their
Flocks; That every one be ealily
grounded in the true Fundamentals
of their Religion, and efpecially fucl}
as are to be employed in Aﬂ'anrsdo
State, that they may be able tqﬁ e
fend themfelves againft the Arti hces_
of the Papifts, chiefly when they
happen to travel in Popifb Catmtrt_cﬁr.
And laftly, That the Clergy qual}ﬂ e
themfelves fo as to be able tolb;;] e
their Adverfaries, and refate all their

Quirks and Sophiftical Arguments, -
| Some
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ome are of opinion, that it ¢
be no finall advantagc’ to ltlSlF lva Ozllid
two head Parties. of the Prc’)teﬁantc
(which only differ in fome particus
lar opinions, whiltt the Interefls 0;’
their Religions is onc and the fame )
could be brought to an accommoda.
tion and union under one head -« the
which they imagine to be very ﬁ:‘c
fible, if we would lay afide al] l}:]at:-
Animofities, Sclf-Love, Pride 0 iz
niatrety, and unreafonable Preve,ntiogs
But if we examine well the ge.
»#ns and Humor of moft of the World
we fhall find this poffulatum tobe ex.
travagant ; for if a man fhould con.
fider the Controverfies written (;n
the fubjet of Religion impartiall
and unprevented, he would ftand ff-’

2
maz'd to fee how the writers turn

and wind themfelves on all fides t
Im.amtam the opinion they have o’ncg
]axd céown, without having the leaft
'¢gard to 1ts Agreement or Repug-
gance to the Scriptures; And. how
of en they repew Difputes and Que-
ftions wln_ch have been refuted 2
thoufand times. Befides, It can ne-
ver

X RN i Ui
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ver happen that onc ‘opinion {hould
be thought as good as the other; for
fuch anindiffererce in any one point,
would fhew that they did not much
marter all the reft.  Turthermore,
twould be very dangerous to make
thofe Articles, wherein we cannot a-
gree, problematicks nor can I tell by
what Authority we prefume of our-
own lleads to make any Article Fun-
damental or Problematick. Some are
likewile of the mind, that we fhould
draw up a Scheme of all the points,
in which both partics agree, and try
if from thence may be form’d a
perfet Syffem of Divinity, which
from the beginning to the end,
fhould be compos’d, ad formam jufie
Artis. So that if this proje¢t could
fucceed, altho’ there fhould remain
fome different opinions, yet if they
did not diffolve the union and con-
tinuity of the whole body, we fhould
in the main, agree concerning the
means of attaining Eternal Happi-
nefs ; and all the reft would not be
fufficient to hinder us from uniting
in one Church. Butto judge righlt—

L 4

Ve 3
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ly of this opinion, one ought firf to
fee a model of fich 2 Projelted sy.
Jtem,  For my pPart; I know no bet.
- ter means, than to commit the Mmatter
wholly to Divine Providence, which
in its own time, will perhaps furnifly
expedients, that the Wit of Man could
not have imagin’d. For s certain,
that unfeafonable means will only
ferve to create new Schifins and Dj-
vifions : In the mean while, both
Partics, notwithftanding the djverf;-
ty of their Sentiments, ought to u-
nite againQt the common Enemics,
and to be really per{fwaded, that the
Pope is no better a Friend to the Zu-
zheran, than to the Calviniff.  As for
what belongs to thofo little Sets of
Socinians, Anabaptift, and fuch like,
’tis impoffible to hope for any re-
conciliation with them, whilft "thofe
believe that the Chriftian Religion
is nothing but a Philofophy purely
Moral, and thefe know nog what to
believe themfelves , ¢ which we

may add, That thefe laft, have filled

their Heads with a fo¢ of a new Po.-
lity, which would render them very
dange-
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dangerous to a State where they had

s+ but whether the
the upper hand ; bt cth
Sacini‘:;}:: have the fame - Sentiments,

I cannot well determine, fince ‘ﬂl]qy
are not as yet become fq powerful 13
any Republick, as to be ablclto_ oc-
cafion any Troubles or _Revo utions.

THE END.
Lans Dey,

O L S




