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PRETFACE

READER,

H IS enchiridion, I prefent

thee with, is the fruit of fo-
litude: a fchool few care to learn
in, though none inftrudls us bet-
ter. Some parts of it are the re-
fult of ferious refietion ; others
the flathings of lucid inter-
vals ; written for private fatisfac~
tion, and now publithed for an
help to human condudt.

The author blefleth Gad for

a2
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his retirement, and kiffes that
gentic hand which led him into
it : for though it thould prove bar-
ren to the world, it can never do
fo to him.

He has now had fome time he
could call his own, a property he
was never {o mauch mafter of be-
forc: in which he¢ has taken a
view of himfelf and the world;
and obferved whercin he hath
hit and miffed the mark; what
might have been donc, what men-
ded, and what avoided, in his hu-
man conduct: together with the
omiflions and excefles of others, as
well focieties and governments,
as private families and per fons.
And he verily thinks, were he
to live over his life again, he
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could not only, with God’s grace, .
ferve him, but his neighbour and
hiinfelf, better than he hath done,
and have feven years of his time
to fpare. And yet, perhaps, he
hath not been the worit or the
idleft man in the world; nor is
he thc oldeft. And this is the
rather faid, that it might quicken
thee, reader, to.lofe none of the
time that is yet thine.

There is nothing of which we
arc apt to be fo lavith as of
‘time, and about which we ought
to be more folicitous ; fince with-
out it we can do nothing in this
world. Time is what we want
mof, but what, alas! we ufe
worft; and for which God. will

(l3
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oertainly moft ftritly reckon with
us, when time fhall be no more.

Itis of that moment to us in
reference to both worlds, that
I can hardly wifh any man better,
than that he would ferioufly con-
fider what he does with his time ;
how and to what end he employs
it; and what returns he makes
to God, his neighbour, and him-
{elf for it. Will he never have
a ledger for this; this, the greateft
wifdom and work of life?

To come but once into the
world, and trifle away our true
enjoyment of it, and of ourfelves
in it, is lamentable indeed. This
one refleGtion would yield a think-
ing pe1fon great inftruction. And,
fince nothing below man can fo
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think, man, in being thoughtlefs,
muft needs fall below himfelf.
And that, to be fure, fuch do,
as are unconcerned in the ufe of
their moft precicus time.

'This is but too evident, if we
will allow ourfelves to confider,
that there is hardly any thing we
take by the right end, or improve
to its juft advantage.

We underftand little of the
works of God, cither in nature or
grace. We purfue falfe know-
ledge, and miftake education ex-
tremely. We are violent in our af-
fe@ions, confufed and immethod-
ical in our whole life; making
that a burthen, which was given
for a blefling, and fo of little
comfort to ourfelves or others;
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mifapprehending the true notion
of happinefs, and fo mifling of
the right ufe of life, and way of
- happy living,.

And until we are perfuaded to
flop, and ftep a little afide, out
of the noify crowd and incum-
bering hurry of the world, and
calmly take a profpect of things,
it will be impoflible we fhould
be able to make a right judgment
of ourfelves, or kuow our own
mifery. But after we have made
the juft reckonings which re-
tirement will help us to, we fhall
begin to think the world in great
meafure mad, and that we have
been in a fort of Bedlam all this
while.

Reader, whether young or old,
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think it not too foon or too late
to turn over the leaves of thy paft
life: and be fure to fold down
where any paflage of it may af-
fet thee: and beftow thy re-
mainder of time, to corre& thofe
faults in thy future condu&, be
it in relation to this or the next
lifc. What thou wouldft do, if
what thou haft done were to do
again, be fure to do as long as
thou liveft, upon the like occafi-

ons.
Our refolutions feem to be vi-

gorous, as often as we reflet up-
on our paft errors; but, alasl
they are apt to flag again upon
freth temptations to the fame
things.

The author does not pretend
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to deliver thee an exa& piece;
his bufinefs not being oftentation,
but charity. It is mifcellancous
in the matter of it, and by no
means artificial in the compofure.
But 1t contains hints, that may
12rve thee for texts to preach to
thyfelf upon, and which com-
prechend much of the courfe of
human life: fince whether thou
art parent or child, prince or fub-
je&t, mafter or fervant, fingle or
married, publick or private, mean
or honourable, rich or poor, prof-
perous or improfpcrous, in peace
~or controver{y, in bufinefs or {oli-
tude; whatever be thy inclination
or averfion, ,.ractice or duty, thou
wilt find fomething not unfuita-

bly faid for thy dircQion and ad-
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vantage. Accept and improve
what deferves thy notice; the
reft excufe, and place to account
of good-will to thee and the
whole creation of God.
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FRUITS or SOLITUDE,

I N

REFLECTIONS

A N D

M A X I M S
Part 1.

IcNorRANCE

O IT 1s admirakie to confider liow
many millions ¢f peeplc come into and
go out of the world, iynorant of then- |
{clves, 2nd of the world they have
lived in.

2. If one went to fee Windfer-Caf.
tle, or Hampton-Court, it would be

B



2 REFLECTIONS AND MAXIMS.

ftrange not to obferve and remeinbér
the fituation, the building, the gar-
dens, fountains, &c. that make up the
beauty and pleafure of fuch a feat. And
yet few people know themfclves: no,
not their own bodies, the houfes of
their minds, the moft curious ftructure
of the world ; aliving, walking taber-
nacle; nor the world of which it was
made, and out of which it is fed ; which
would be {o much our benefit, as well
as our pleafure, to know. We cannot
doubt of tlgis when we arc 1old that the
¢ invifible things of God are brought
to light by the things that are feen;”
and confequently we read our duty in
them, as often as we look upon them,
to hiin that is the great and wife «u-
thor of them, if we look as we fhould
do.

3. The world is certainly a great
and ftately volume of natural things,
and may be not improperly fliled the
hieroglyphicks of a better; but, alas,
bow very few leaves of it do we feri-
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eufly turn over ! This ought to be the
fubjedét of the education of our youth;
who, at twenty, when they fhould be
fit for bufinefs, know little or nothing
of it.

EpucaTi10N.

4. We are in pain to make them
fcholars, but not men ; to talk, rather
than to know ; which is true canting.

5. The firft thing obvious to children
is what ts {fenfible ; and thd® we make
no part of their rudiments.

6. We prefs their memory too foon,
and puzzle, ftrain, and load them with
words and rules to know grammar and
rhetorick, and a ftrange tongue or
two, that it is ten to one may never be
ufeful to them; leaving their natural
¢enius to mechanical, and phyfical or
natural knowledge uncyltivated and
neglected ; which would be of ex-
ceeding ufe and pleafure to them thre?
the whele courfe of their lives,

D2



4 REFLECTIONS AND MAX .MS.

7. To be fure, languages are not to
be defpifed or ncgleéted ; but, things
are ftill to be preferred.

8. Children had rather be making of
tools and inftruments of play; fhap.
ing, drawing, framing, and building,
&c. than getting fome rales of propri-
cty of fpeech by heart: and thofe alfo
would follow with mocre judgment,
and lefs trouble and tinie.

9. It were happy if we ftudied na.
ture more in natural things; and adt.
ed accordfing to nature: whofe rules
are few, plain, and moft reafonable.

10. et us begin where fhe begins,
go her pace, and clofe always where
fhe ends, and we cannot mifs of being
cood naturalifts.

11. 'The creationweuld notkelonger
a riddle to us. The heavens, carth,
and waters, witl: their refpeétive, va-
1ious, ana nignerous inbinbitants, their
produdticre, natarcs, fcafons, {ympa-
thics, and antipatlies, their ufe, be-
nehit, and plezfure, weuld be better
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underftood by us; and an eternal wif-
dom, power, majefty, and goodnefs,
very confpicuous to us, through thofe
fenfible and pafling forms : the world
wearing the mark of its Maker, whofe
ftamp is evcry where vifible, and the
charaéters very legible to the children
of wi{dom.

12. And it would go a great way to
cautionand diret people in their ufe of
the world, that they were better ftudi-
ed and known in the creation of it.

13. For how could men find the con-
fidence to abufe it, while they fhould
fee the great Creator flare them in the
face, in all and every part thereof ?

14. Their ignorance makes them in-
{enfible ; and to that infenfibility may
be afcribed their hard ufage of feveral
parts of this noble creation: that has
the ftamp and voice of a Deity every
where, and in every thing, to the ob-
ferving.

15. It is pity therefore iliat books
have not been compofed for youth, by

B3



6 RFLECTIONS AND MAXIMS.

fome curious and careful naturalifts,
and alfo mechanicks, in the Latin

tongue, to be ufed in {chools, that they

might learn things with words: things

~ obvious and fam:iliar to them, and

which would make the tongue eaficr
to be obtained by them.

16. Many able gardeners and huf-
bandmen are ignorant of the reafon of
their calling; as moft artificers are of
the reafon of their own rules that go-
vern their excellent workmanfhip. But
a naturalift and mechanick of this fort
is mafter of the reafon of both; and
might be of the pracltice too, if his in-
duftry kept pace with his fpeculation:
which were very commendable ; and
without which he cannot be faid tobe a
complete naturalift or mechanick.

17. Finally, if inan be the index or
epitomne of the world, as philofophers
tell us, we have only to rcad ourfelves
well, *o be learned in ‘t. But becaufe
there is nothing we lefs regard than
the charadters of the Power that made



REFLECTIONS AND MAX1MS. »

us, which are fo clearly written upon
us, and the world he has given us, and
can beft tell us what we are and fhould
be, we are even ftrangers to our own
genius: the glafs in which we fhould
fee that true, inftrudting, and agreea-
ble variety, which is to be obferved in
nature, to the admiration of that wif-
dom, and adoration of that power,
which made us all.

PRIDE.

18. And yet we are very apt to be
full of ourfelves, inftead of himn that
made what we fo much value ; and but
for whom we can have no reafon to va-
lue ourfelves. For we have nothing
that we can call our own; no, not our-
felves : for we are all but tenants, and
at will too, of the great I.ord of our-
felves, and the reft of this great farm,
the world that we live upon.

19. But, methinks, we cannot anfwer
it to ourfelves, as well as our Maker,
that we fhould live and die ignorant
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of curfelves, and thereby of him, and
the obligations we are under to him for

- ourfelves,

20. If the worth of a gift fets the
obligation, and direéts the r-turn of
the party that receives it, he that is
ignorant of it, will be at alofs to value
it, and the giver for it.

- 21. Here is man in his ignorance of
himfelf : he knows not how to eftimate
his Creator, becaufe he knows not how
to value his creation. If we confider
his make, and lovely compofiture, the
{everal ftories of his wonderful ftruc.
ture, his divers members, their order,

fundtion, and dependency ; the inftru.
ments of food, the veflels of digeftion,

che feveral tranfinutations it pafles, and
how nourifhment is carried and diffuf.
ed throughout the whole bedy, by mott
intricate and imperceptible paflages ;
how the animal fpirit is thereby re-
frefhed, and, with an un{peakable dex-
terity and motion,fets ail parts at work
s0 fecd themfelves; and, laft of all,
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how the rational foul is feated in the
animal, as its proper houfe, as is the
animal in the body ; I fay, if this rare
fabrick alone were but confidered by
us, with all the reft by which it is fed
and comforted, furely man would have
a wmore reverent feife of the power,
wifdom, and goodnefs of God, and of
that duty he owes to him for it. But
if he would be acquainted with hisown
foul, its noble faculties, its union with
the body, its nature and end, and
the providences by which the whole
frame of humanity is preferved, he’
would admnire and adore his good and
great God. But man is become a
ftrange contradition to himfelf'; but
it is of hiinfelf ; not being by conflitu.
tion, but corruption, fuch.

22. He would have others obey him,
even his own kind; but he will not
obey God, that is fo inuch above him,
and who made him.

23 He will lofe none of his autho.
rity ; no, not bate anace of it. He is
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humourfeme to his wife, lreats his chil-
dren, isangry with his {fervants, ftrict

with his neighbours, revenges all af-
fronts to the extremity ; bur, alas! for-
gets all the while that he is the man;

and is more in arrear to God, that is fo
very patient with him, than they areto
him, with whom he is {o ftri¢t and impa-
tient.

24. He is carious to wafh, drefs, and
perfume his body, but carclefs of his
foul; the one fhall have many hours,
the other not fo many minutes; this
fhall have three or fournew fuitsa year,
but that muft wear its old cloaths ftill.

25. If he be toreceive or fee a great
man, how nice and anxious is he that
all things be in order ; and with what
refpedt and addrefs does he approach
and make his court? But to God, how
dry and formal, and conftrained in his
devotion?

26. In his prayers he fays, ¢ Thy
will be done ;’’ but means his own: at
leaft acts fo.
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27. It is too frequent to begin with
God, and end with the world. Buthe
is the good man’s beginning and end,
his Alpba and Omega.

LUuxXuRY.

28. Suca is now become our delica.
¢y, thit we will not eat ordinary meat,
ror drink fraall, palled liquor; we
muft b ve the bcf't, and the beft-cook-
ed for our bodies, while our fouls feed
on empty or corrupted things.

2g. Ju fhort, man is fpending all up-
on a bare houfe, and hath little or no
furniture within to recommend it§
which is preferring the cabinet to the
jewel, aleafe of feven years before an
inheritance. So abfurd a thingis man,

after ail his proud pretences to wit
and underftanding. .

-

INCONSIDERATION.

30. The want of due confideration is
the caufe of all the unhappinefs man
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brings upon himfelf. For his fecond
thoughts rarely agree with the firft ;
which pafs not without a confiderable
retrenchment or correétion. And yet
that fenfible warning is, too frequent.
ly, not precaution enough for his fu-
ture condudt.

31. Wellmay we fay, ¢ Our infeli-
city is of ourfelves;’’ fince there is no-
thing we do that we fhould not do, but
we know it, and yet do ir.

Di1saPPOINTMENT AND RESIGNATION.

32. For difappointments, that come
not by our own folly, they are the tri-
als or corrections of heaven: andit is
our own fault, if they prove not our
advantage.

33- Torepineat them does not mend
the matter: it is only to grumble at
our Creator. But 1o fee the hand of
God in themn, with an humble fubmif-
fion to his will, is the way to turn our
water into wine, and engage the great.
eft love and mercy on our fide.
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34- We muft nceds diforder our-
{elves, if we only look at our lofies,
But if we confider how little we de-
ferve what is left, our paflion will
cool, and our murmurs will turn into
thankfulnefs.

35. If our hairs fall not to the ground,
lefs do we, or our {ubftance, without
God’s providence. |

36. Nor can we fall below the arms of
God, how low foever it be we fall.

37. For though our Saviour’s paffion
is over, his compaffion is not. That
never fails his humble, fincere difciples.
In him they find more than all that they
lofe in the world.

MURMURING.

38. Isitreafonable to takeit ill, that
any body defires of usthatwhich is their
own!? All we have is the Almighty’s
and f{hall not God have his own when
Le calls for it?



14  REFLECTIONS AND MAXIMS.

39. Difcontentednefs is not only in
fuch a cafe ingratitude, but injuftice :
for we are both unthankful for the time
we had it, and not honeft enough to re-
ftore it, if we could keep it.

40. But it is hard for us to look on
things in fuch a glafs, and at fuc a
diftance from this low world; and yet
itis our duty, and would ke our wifdom
ana o .r glory, to do fo.

CENSORIOUSNESS.

41. We are apt to be very pert at
cenfuring others, where we will not
endure advice ourfelves. And nothing
fhews our weaknefs more, than to be fo
fharp-fighted at fpying other mens
faults, and fo purblind about our own.

42. When the actions of a ncighbour
are upon the ftage, we can have all our
wits about us, are fo quick and critical
we can {plit an hair, and find out cvery
failure and infirmity ; but are without
fecling, or have but very little fenfe,

=)
of our own.
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43 Much of this comes from ill na.
ture, as well as from an inordinate value
of ourfelves : for we love rambling hetter
than home, and blaming the unhapny.
rather than covering and relieving them,

44« In fuch occafions fome fhew their
malice, and are witty upon mitirtunes ;
others their juftice, they can reflect a-
pace ; but few or none their charity, efpe-
cially if it be about money matters.

45. You fhall fee an old mifer come
forth with a fet gravity, and fomuch fe-
verity againft the diftrefled, to excufe his
purfe, that e will, e’erhe has done, put
it out of all queftion that riches isrighte.
oufnefls with him. ¢ This,” {ays he, ¢ is the
fruit of your prodigality, (as if, poor man,
covetoufnefs were no fault ) or, of your
projets, or grafping aftera great trade :?
while he himfelf would have done the
fame thing, butthat he had not the coar-
age to venture {o much ready money out
of his own trufty hands, though it had

been to have brought him back the In.
Ca
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dies in return. Bur the proverb is juft,
¢ Vice fhould not correct fin.”’
46. They have aright to cenfure, that

have a heart to help the reft is cruelty,
not juflice.

bBouxps or CirariTy.

47. 1.end not beyond thy ability, nor

efufe 1olend out of thy ability : efpeci-

ally when it will help others morc than
it can hurt thee.

48. If thy debtor be honeft and capa-
ble, thou haft thy money again, if not
with encreafe, with praife. If he prove
infclvent, do not ruin him to get that
which it will not ruin thee to lofe: for
theu art but a fteward, and another is
thy owner, mafter, and judge.

49. The more merciful alts thou deft)
thc more mercy thou wilt receive : and
if with a charitable employmicut of thy
temporal riches, thou gaincfl eternal
treafure, thy pur(h'tfc iv infinite : thou
wilt have Jound the art of muluplying

indced.
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FRUGALITY OR BOUNTY.

5o Frugality is good, if liberality be
joined withit. The firft is leaving off fu-
perfluous expences ; the laft beftowing
thein to the benefit of others that need.
The firft without the laft begins covet-
oufnefs ; the lait without the firft begins
prodigality. Both together make an ex.-
cellent temper. Happy the place where
that is found.

51. Were it univerfal, we fhould be
cured of two extremes, want and excefs :
and the one would fupply the other, and
{o bring both nearer to a mean ; the juft
degree of carthly happincfs.

52. It isareproachto rcligion and go-
vernment, to {uffer {fo much poverty and
excefs.

53. Were the fuperfluities of a nati-
on valued, and made a petpetual tax or
benevolence, there would be more alms.
houfes than poor, {chools than fcholars,
and enough to {pare for governmeut
befides.

C3
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54. Hofpirality is good, if the poorer
fort are the fubjects of our bounty ; elfe
too near a fuperfluity.

Di1SCIPLINE.

55- If thou wouldft be happy and
eafy in thy family, above all things ob-
ferve difcipline.

§6. Every one in it fhould know their
duty ; and there fhould be a time and
place for every thing ; and, whatever
elfe is done or omirted, be fure to begin
and cnd with God.

INDUSTRY.

§7. Love labour : for if thou doft not
want it for food, thou mayft for phyfic.
" It is wholefome for thy body, and good
for thy mind. It prevents the fruits of
idlenefs, which many times comes of
nothing to do, and leads too many to
do what is worfe than nothing.

58. A garden, an claboratory, a work-
houfe, improvements, and breeding,
are pleafant and profitable diverfions to
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the idle and ingenious; for here they
mifs ill company, and converfe with na-
ture and art ; whofe varieties are equal-
ly grateful and inftructing, and preferve
a good conftitution of body and mind.

"TEMPERANCE.

59. To this a {pare diet contributes
much. Eat therefore to live, and do
not live to eat. Thatis like a iuan, vut
this below a beatft.

6o. Have wholefome, but not coftly
food : and be rather cleanly than dain-
ty in ordering it.

61. The receipts of cookery are {wel-
led o a volume, but a good ftomach
excels them all: to which nothing con-
tributes more than induftry and tem-
perance.

62. It is a cruel folly #6 offer up to
oftentation fo many lives of creatures,
as make up the ftate of our treats; as
it is a prodigal one to {pend more in
fauce than in meat.

63. The proverb fays, ¢ That enough
is as good as a feaft ;”” but itis certainly
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better, if fuperfluity be 2 faulr, which
never fails to be art feftivals.

64. If thourif: with an appetite, thou
art {ure ncver to {it down without one.

65. Rarely drink but when thou art
dry ; nor then, between meals, if it
can be avoided.

66. The finaller the drink, the clear-
er the head, and the cooler the blood :
which are great benefits in temper and
bufiefs.

67. Swrong liquors are good at fome
times, and in fmall proportions : bcing
better for phyfic than food ; for cordi.
als, than common ufe.

68. The moft common things are the
moft ufeful ;: which fhews both the wif-
domn and goodnefs of the great Lord of
the family of the world.

69. What, thercfore, he hasmade rare,
do not thou ufe too commonly : left thou
fhouldft invert the ufe and order of
things, become wanton and voluptuous,
and thy bleflings prove a curfe.

70. ¢ Let nothing be lofty” faid our
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Saviour ; but that is loft that is mifufed.
71. Neither urge anotherto that thou
wouldft be unwilling to do thyfelf ; nor
do thyfelf what looks to thee wuna
{fecmly, and intemperate ir: another.

72. All excefs is ill ; but drunken1.efs
is of the worft fort. It {poils health, dif-
mounts the mind, and unmans men. It
reveals fecrets,is quarrelfome,lafcivious,
impudent, dangerous, and mad. Tn fine,
he that is drunk is not a man: becaufe

he isfo long void of reafon, that diftin-
cuifhes a man from a beaft.

APPAREL.

73. Excefs in apparel is another coft-
ly folly. The very trimming of the vain
world would clothe "all the naked one,

74. Chufe thy clothes by thine own
eyes, not another’s. 'The more plain
and finple they are, the better ; neither
unfhapely, nor fantaftical; and for ufe
and decency, and not for pride.

75. If thou art clean and warin, it is
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fufficient ; for more doth but rob the
poor, and pleafe the wanton.

76. It is faid of the true church,
¢ The King’s daughter is all glorious
within.”” Let our care, therefore, be
of our minds, more than of our bedies,
if we would be of her communion.

77. We are told with truth, ¢ That
meeknefs and modefty are the rich and
charming attire of the {foul:” and the
plainer the drefs, the more diftinitly,
and with greater luftre, their beauty
fhincs.

78. It is great pity fuch beauties are
fo rare, and thole of Jezebel’s fore-
hcad are fo common: whofe drefles
are incentives to luft ; but bars, inftead
of motives, to love or virtuc.

RicuT MARRIAGE.

79. Never marry but for love; but
fee that thou loveft v/hat is lovely.

8o. If love be not thy chiefeft motive,
thou wilt foon grow weary of a married
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ftate, and ftray from thy promife; to
fearch out thy pleafures in forbidden

\

places.
81. Let not enjoyment leflen, hut

angment, affetion: it being the bafcﬂ:
of paflions to like when we have not,'_;
what we {light when we poflefs.

82. It is the difference betwixt luft
and love, that this is fixed, that vola.
tile. Love grows, luft waftes, by en-
joyment : and the reafon is, that one
forings from an union of fouls, and the
other {prings fromn an unicn of fenfe.

83. They have diverfe originals, and
fo are of different families : that inward
and deep, this fuperficial ; this tranfi-
ent, and that permanent.

84. They that marry for money, can-
not have the true fatisfaction of marri-
age ; the requifite means being wanting.

85. Men arc generally more careful of
the breed of their horfes and dogs, than
of their children.

86. Thofe muft be of the beft fort, for

ﬂupc, (hcxwth couragce, and good coudl-
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tions : but as for thefe, their own pofte-
rity, money fhall an{wer all things. With
fuch, it =uakes the crocked ftraicht, fets
fquinz-eyes right, cures madnefs, co-
vers folly, changes ill condicions, mends
the fkin, gives a fiveet breath, repairs
honours, makes young, works wonders.
87. O how fordid is man erown ! man,
tire nooleft creature of the world, asa
God on earth, and the image of him
t¢hat made it; thus to miftake earth tor
heaven, and worfhip gold for God!

AVARICE.

88. Covetoufnefs is the greateft of
monfters, as well as the root of all evil.
I have once feen the man that died to
fave charges! ¢ What! Give ten fhil-
lings to a doctor, and have an apothe-
cary’s bill befides, that may come to I
know not what! No, not he: valuing
life lefs than twenty fhillings. But,
indecd, fuch a man could not, well,
fet too low a price upon himfelf; who,
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thouoh he lived up to the chin in bags,

had rather dle, ‘than find in his hcart |

to open one of them, to help to fave h{:

life.

89. Sucha man is ¢ felo defe,’ and ie-

ferves not Chnﬂ:mn burial.

go. He isa common nuifance, a way
acrofs the ﬁream, that ftops the current,

an obftruétion, te be removed by a purgeé
of the law. The only granﬁcatmn he

gives his neighbours, is to let them fee
that he himfelf is as little the better for
what he has, as they are. For he always
looks like Lent; a fort of Lay-Minim-
In fome fenfe he may be compared to
Pharaoh’s lean kine ; for all that he \has
does him no good. He commonly wears
his clothes till they leave him, or that
nobody elfe can wear them. He aﬁ'e&s to
be thought poor, to efcape rol;béry and
taxes ; and by looking as if he wanted
an alms, excufes hxmfelf frnm owmg
any. He ever goes late to maikets, to
cover buying the worft ; but does it bee

D
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caufe that is cheapeft. He lives of the
offal. His life were an infupportable
punifhment, to any temper but his own:
- gmd no greater torment to him on earth,
#han to live as other men do. But the
, rilffery of his pleafure is, that he is ne-
ver fatisfied with getting, and alwaysin

% fear of lofing what he cannot ufe.
“’. . oI. How vilely he has loft himfelf,
¥ that becomes a flave to his fervant, and
exalts him to the dignity of his Maker !
Gold is the God, the wife, the friend,
of the money-monger of the world. But

in.
MARRIAGE

92. Do thou be wife : prefer the per-
fon before money, virtue before beanty,
the mind before the bhody : then thou
haft a wife, a friend, a companion, a fe-
cond-felf, one that bears an equal fhare
with thee, in all thy toils and troubles.

93. Chufe onc that meafures her fatif-
faction, fafety, and danger, by thine;
and of whom thou art fure, as of thy
fecreteft thoughts: a friend as well as a
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wife ; which, indeed, a wife implies ; for
fhe is but half a wife that is not, oris
not capable of being, fuch a friend. 4

94- Sexes make no difference ; finge
in fouls there is none : and they are the
fubje&s of friendfhip.

95. He that minds a body and not a
foul, has not the better part of that re-
lation; and will confcquently‘ want the
noblet comfort of a married life.

96. The fatisfaction of our fenfes is
low, fhort, and tranfient ; but the mind
gives a more raifed and extended plea-
fure, and is capable of an happinefs
founded upon reafon; not bounded and
limited by the circumftances that bodies
are confined to.

97- Here it is we ought to fearch out
our pleafure, where the field is large,
and full of variety, and of an enduring
nature : ficknefs, poverty, or difgrace,
being not able to fhake it ; becaufe it is
not under the moving influences of
worldly contingencies.

N

2N
=Ll.#'“



aaw REFLECTIONS AND MAXIMS.

98- The fatisfaction of 1hofe that do
fo isin well- domg, and in the affurance
shey have of a future rcward that they
e beft loved of thofe they love moft ;
aud that they enjoy and value the liber-
ty of their minds above that of their bo.
dics : having the whole creatnon  for their
profpeft the moft noble and wonderful
works and providences of God, tbe hif-
tories of the auncients, and in them th€
adtions and examples of the virtuous,
and laftly, themfelves, their affairs, and
family, to exercife their minds and
friendfhip upon. -

99. Nothing can be more entire and
without referve ; nothing more zealous
affectionate, and fincere ; nothing more
contcnted and conftant, than fucha cou,
~ ple; nor no greater temporal felicity,
~ than to be one of them.

100. Between a man and his wife, noe
thing ought to rule but love. Authority
is for children and fervants; yet not
without fiveetnefs.

to1. Aslove ought to bring them to-




REFLECTIONS AND MAXIMS. 29

gether, {o it is the beft way to keep them
well together.

102, Wherefore u(e her not as a fer-
vant, whom thou wouldft, perhaps, have
ferved feven years to have obtained.

103. An hufband and wife that love
and value one another, fhew their chil-
dren and fervants that they fhould do fo

00. - Others vifibly lofe their authority
in their families by their contempt of one
another ; and teach their children to be
unnatural by their own examples.

104. It is a general fault, not to be
more carcful to preferve nature in chil-
dren; who, at leaft in the fecond defcent,
hardly have a feeling of their relation:
which muft be an unpleafant refleétion
1o affetionate parents.

105. Frequent vifits, prefents, isti-
mate correfpondence, and" mtermamgé
ges within allowed bounds, are mrw
of keeping up the cencern and affe®iog
that nature requires from relations.

Dj
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FRIENDSKIP.

100. Friendihip is the next pleafure

we may hope for : and where we find it
not at home, or have no home to find it

in, we may feck it abroad. It is an uni-
on of {pirits, a marriage of hearts, and
the bond thereof virtue.

107. There can be ne friendfhip
where there is no freedom. Friendfhip
loves a free air, and will not be penned
up in ftraight and narrow inclofures. It
will fpecak freely, and act fo too; and
take nothing ill, where no ill ismeant;
nay, where it is, it will cafily forgive,
and forget 100, upon {mall ackuowledg.
ments.

108. Friends are true twins in juul;
they fympathize in cvery thing, and
have the fame love and averfion.

109. One is not happy without the

¥ other ; nor can either of them be mife.
rable alone. As if they could change
bodies, they take their turns in pain as
well as in pleafure; relieving one ano-
ther in their moft adverfe conditions.
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110. What one enjoys, the other can-
not wauw. Like the primitive Chriftians,
they have all things in common, and
no property, but in one another.

QUALITIES OF A FRIEND.

111. A true {riend unbofoms freely,
advifes juftly, affifts readily, adventures
boldly, takes all patiently, defends
courageoufly, and continues a friend
unchangeably.

112. Thefe being the qualities of a
friend, we are to find them before wes
chufe one.

113. The covetous, the angry, the
proud, the jealous, the talkative, can.
not but make ill friends, as well as falfe.

114. In fhort, chufe afriend as thou
doft a wife, till death {eparate you.

115. Yet be not a friend beyond the
altar, but let virtue bonnd thy friend-
fhip ; elfe it is not friendfhip, but an
evil confederacy.

116, If my brother, or kinfman, wil}
ve my friend, I ought to prefer him be.
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fore a ftranger; aor X fhew little duty
or nature to my parents.

117. And as we ought to prefer our
kindred in point of affeétion, fo too in
point of charity, if equally needing and
deferving.

CavuTioN aND CoNDUCT.

118. Be not eafily acquainted ; left,
finding reafon to cool, thou makeft an
enemy inftead of a good neighbour.

119. Berelerved, but not four ; grave,

~ but not formal; bold, but not rafh;

humble, but not fervile; patient, not

. infenfible ; conftant, not obftinate;

chearful, not light ; rather {weet, than

familiar ; familiar, than intimate ; and

intimate with very few, and upen very
good grounds.

120. Return the civilities thou recei-
veft, and be ever grateful for favours.

&

REPARATION,

121. If thou haft done an injury to
another, rather own it than defend it
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'Qne way thou gaineft forgivenefs; the
other, thou doublcft the wrong and
reckonmv.

122. ‘Some oppofe honour to {ubmif.
fion ; but it can be no honour to mam-
tain what it is difhonourable to do.

123. To confefs a fault that is none,

out of fear, is indeed meau ; but not
to be afraid of ftanding in one, is bru-
tith.

124. We fhould make more hafte to
right our neighbour, than we do to
wrong him s and inftead of being vine
dléhve, we {hould leave him to Judge
of his own fatisfaétion.

" 125. True honour will pay treble da.
mages, rather than juftify one wrong
by another.

126, In fuch controverfies, it isbut
too comnion for fome to fay, ¢ Both are
to blarae,” to excufe their own uncon.
cern=dnefs; which is a bafe neutrality.,
Qrhers will cry, ¢ They are both alike ¢
thereby involving the injured with the

W“—t}’, to mince the matter for the
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faulty, or cover their own injuftice te
the wronged party.

127. Fear and gain are great per-
verters of mankind : and where either
prevails, the judgment is violated.

RULES OF CONVERSATION.

128. Avoid company, where it is not
profitable or ncceffary: and in thofe
occafions, fpeak little, and laft.

129. Silence is wifdom where fpeak-

_ing is folly, and always fafe.

13¢. Some are fo foolifh, as to inter-
rupt and anticipate thofe that {peak,
inftead of hearing and thinking before
they anfiver : whichis uncivil, as well
as filly.

- 131. If thou thinkeft twice before
thou f{peakeft once, thou wilt fpeak
twice the better for it.

132. Better {2y nothing, than net te
the purpofe. And to fpeak pertinently,

_.confider both what is fit, and when it
*"is fit, to fpeak.
133. In all debates, let truth be thy
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aim; not vi®sry, or an unjuft intereft :
and endeavour to gain, rather than to
expofe, thy antagonift.

134 Give no advantage in argument,
nor lofe any that is offered. This isa
benefit which arifes from temper. |

135. Do not ufe thyfelf to difpute
againft thine own judgment, to fhew
wit ; left it prepare thee to be tco in-
different about what is right: nor
againft another man, to vex him, or
for mere trial of {kill; fince to inform,
or to be informed, ought to be the end
of all conferences.

136. Men are too apt to be more
concerned for their credit, than for
the caufe.

ELOQUENCE.

137. There is a truth and beauty in
rhetorick ; but it oftener ferves ill turns
than good ones.

138. Elegancy is a good mien and
addrefs given to matter, be it by proper,
or by figurative {peech: wherc the
words are apt, and allufions very natu-
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ral, certamly it has a movmg grace :
but it is too artificial for fimplicity
and oftentimes for truth. ‘The danger
i3, left it delude the weak; who, in
fuch’cafes, may miftake the handmaid
for the miftrefs, if not error for truth.

139. It is certain, truth is leaft in-
debted to it, becaufe fhe has leaft need
of it, and leaft ufes it.

140. But it is a reprovable delicacy
in them that defpife truth iy plain
clothes.

141. Such luxuriants have but falfe
appetites; like thofe gluttons, that by
fauce force them, where they have no
ftomach, and facrifice to their palate,
not their health: which cannot be
without great vanity, nor that without
{fome fin.

TEMPER.

142. Nothing does reafon more right,
than the coolnefs of thofe that offer it ;
for truth often fuffers more by the heat
of its defendérs, than from the argu.
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-

aents of its eppoefers.

143. Zeal ever followsan appearance
of truth, and the aflured are too apt

to be warm; but it is their weak fide
in argument : zeal being better fhewn
‘againft fin, than perfons, or their mif-
takes.

o TruTH.

1:4. Where thouartobliged to {peak,
be fure to fpeuk the truth ; for equivo-
cation is half-way to lying, as lyiny
the whele way to hell.

JOUSTICE.

145. Belicve nothing againft another,
but upon good authority: nor report
what may hurt ancther, unlefs it be «
greater burt to others to coaceal it

SECRECY.

146. It is wife not to feek a fecrer
aiid honeft 1ot to reveal one. «

. 147. Only truft thy felf, and another
fhall not betray thee.

E

4



38 REFLECTIONS AND MAXIMS,

" 143. Opcnnefs has the mifchicf,
though not the malice of treachery.

COMPLACENCY.

149. Never affent merely to pleafe
others; for that is, befides flattery,
oftentimes untruth, aud difcovers a
mind liable to be fervile and bafe : nor
coatradiét to vex others ; for that fhews
an ill temper, and provokes, but pro-
fits nobody-.

SHIFTS.

150. Do not accufc others to excufe
thyfelf; for that is neither generous
nor juft. Butlct fincerity and ingenu-

ufnefs be thy refuge, rather than craft
and falfchood : for cunning borders
very near upon knavery.

151. Wildom never ufes or wants it,
Cunuing to the wifc, s as an ape toa
inan.

INTEREST.

152. Intereft has the fecurity, though

otthe vivtue, of a principle.  As the
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world goes, it is the fureft fide; for
men daily leave both relations and reli-
gion to follow it.

153. It is an odd fight, but very evie
dent, that families and nations of crofs
religions and hwmours unite againft
thofe of their own, where they find an
intereft to do it.

154. We are tied down by our fenfes
to this world ; and where thicisin quef-
tion, it can be none with worldly men,
whether they fhould nct forfake all
other confidcrations for it. .

INQUIRY.

155. Have a care of wvulgar crrers.
Diflike, as well as allow, reafonably.f

156. Inquiry is human, blind obedience
brutal. Truth ncever lofes by the one,
but often fuffers by the other.

157- The ufefulleft truths wre plain.
eft : and while we kcep to them, our
diffetences caunotrife high.

158. There wmav be a wantonnefs in
fearch, aswell as a}{hypidity m trufting.,

42
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It is great wifdom equally to avoid the
extremes. '

.RI1IGHT TIMINC.

153 Do nothing improperly. Some
are witty, kind, ccld, angry, eafy, fliff,
jealous, carelefs, cautious, comfident,
clofe, open, but all in the wrong place.

16c. It is ill miftaking, where the
matter is of importance.

161, Itisnot enough thar a thing be
riocht, if it be vot fit to ke done. It not
prudent, though jufll, it s not advifable.
He thatlofes by getting, hiad better lofe
than get.

KNOWLEDGE.

102, Knowledge is the treafure, but
s;udement the treafarer, of a wife man.
163. Hethat basmeore knowledge than
judament, ismade fur another man’s ufe
inore than his own.
164. It cannotbe a cood conflitntion,
where the appetite is ereat, and the dis

g«f{’d«‘)u wea ke



REFLECTIONS AND MAXIMS. 41

165. There are fome men, like dicti-
onaries, to be looked into uponoccafion,
but have no conmnection, and are little

entertaining.

166. Lefs knowledge than judgment,
will always have the advantage upen
the injudicious knowing man.

167. A wife man mukes what he learns
his own; the other fhews he is but a
copy, or acoli-ction at mott.

W

168. Wit isa happy and ltriking woay
of ex)p efling a tnought.

16g. 1t is not witen, though it be live-
ly and mantling, :hat it carries a great
body with it.

17c. Wit, the =fore, is ficter for di-
verfion tlan bufirefs, being more grate-
ful to fancy than judement.

171. Lefs jadoment than wit, 1smore
{zal than ballafl.
172 Yetit et he confefed thatwic

’a
P
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gives an edee to fenfr, and recome
meids it extremcly.

3+ Where judgment has wit to
exprefs i, therc is the beft orator.

OBEDIENCETO PARENTS.

17.4 It thou wouldft be obeyed being
a iather, being a fon be obedient.

175. He that begets thee owns thee,
and has a natural right over thee.

176. Next to God, thy parents: next
tiremn, the magiitrate.

177. Remember that thou art wer
nore indebted to thy parents for thy
roture, than for their love and care.

i =3. Rebellion, therefore, in childre:
wasmade death by God’s law, and in
the people, the next fin to idolatry,
which is rencuncing of God, the ereat
parent of all.

179. Gbedience to pareatsis not unly
vir duty, but cur interefts If we re-
ceived our ife from thow, we prddore

. y M e ¥e
it oV f’l)f";- 1y 1!]("’;“; ijor (ll,‘('(llf e 13

the ot come cidment with prmmi('.
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as the relation.

18r. If we muft not difobey God to
obey them, at leaft wc¢ mufl let them
fee that there 1s nothing elfe in our re
fufal ; for fome unjuft commands can-
not excufe the general negleét of our
duty. ‘They will be our parents, and
woe muait be their children {till : and if
we cannot act for them againt God,
neither can we aét againfl them for
or any thing clfe.

ourfelves,

BEARING.

182. A mun in bufinefs muft put up
many affronts, if he loves his own quicet.

182. We maft not pretend to fee all
that we fee, if we would be cafy.

184. It were endlefs to difpute upon
every thing thae is ditputable.

185. A vindictive temper is vot ept
vneafy to others, but to them that have
1t

ProMisING.
180. Ruaicly prowide; Ly, 0 lavwe

. D) L B e .
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187. Hafty rcfolutions are of the na.

ture of vows; und to be equally avoid-
ed.

188. <I will never do this,” fays one,
yet does it. ¢ T amrefolved to do that,’
{ays another; Dbut flags upon fecond
thoughts; or does it, though aukward-
ly, for his word’s fake; as if it were
worfe to break his word, than to do
amifs in keeping; it.

189. Wecar none of thine own chains ;
but keep free, whilft thou art frec.

1go. It 1s an effedt of paffion that wif-
dom corrects, to lay thyfelf under re-
folutions that cannot be wcll made,
and worfe performed.

FIDELITY,

191. Avoid, all thou canfl, being in-
trated s but do thy utioft o ditcharge
tie traft thou undertakeft: fer care-
lefuefs is injuriows, if not unjuft.

192. ‘1The glorv ofa fervant iy fidi1-

iy, which canaot e withove 81l

genee,

aswell as rentli.
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and adopted fervants to be fons.
194. Reward a good fervant well:

and rather quit, than difquiet thyfelf
with, an ill one.

MASTER.

195. Mix kindnefs with authority ;
and rule more by difcretion than rigour.

196. If thy fervant be faulty, firive
rather to convince him of his error,
than dilcover thy paffion; and when
he is fenfible forgive himn.

197« Remagber he is thy fellow-
crcature ; and that God’s goodnefs,
not thy merit, has made the difference

betwixt thee and him.
198. Let not thy children domineer

over thy fervants; nor fuffer them to

{light thy children.
19g. Supprefs tales in the general;

but where a matter requires notice,
cncourage the complaint, and vight the
aggrieved.

200. If a child, he ought to entrear
and not to command; and if a fervant,

to comply, where he does not obey,
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’

201. Though there fhould be but one
mafter and miftre{s i a family, yet
fervants fhould know that children have
the reverfion.

SERVANT.

202. Indulge not unfeemly thingsin
thy mafter’s children, nor refufe them
what is fitting : for onc is the higheft
unfaithfulnefs, and the other indifcreti-
on, as well as difrefpect.

203. Do thine own work honeftly and
cheerfully; and when that is done,
help thy fellow, that fo another time
he may help thee.

2¢c4. If thou wilt be a good fervant,
thou muft be true; and thou canft not
be true if thou defraudeft thy mafter.

205. A mafter may be defrauded ma-
ny ways by a fervant: asin time, care,
pains, money, truft.

206. But a truc fervant is the con.
trary : he is diligen:, careful, trufty,
He tells no Talcs, reveals no fecrets,
refufes no pains, i; not to be tempted
by gain, or awed by fear, to unfaith.

fulnefs.
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207. Such a fervant ferves God, in
ferving his mafter ; and has deuble wa-

ges for his work, to wit, here and here-
after.

JEALOUSY.

208. Be net fancifully jealous, foy
that is foolifh; as to be reafonably fo
is wife.

209. He that fuperfines upon other
men’s actions, cozens himfelf, as well
as injures them.

210. To be very fubtle and fcrupulous
in bufinefs is as hurtful, as being over-
confident and f{ecure.

211. In difficult cafes fuch a temper
is timorous, and in difpatch irrefolute.

212. Experience is a {afe guide ; and

a pradtical head is a great happinefs in
bufine{s.

PosTERITY.

213. We are too carelefs ofpoflerity;
not confidering that as they are, fo the
next gencration will be.
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214. If we would amend the world,
we fhould mend ourfelves; and teath
our children to be, not what we are
but what they fhould be.

215. We are too apt to awaken and
tune up their paflions by the example
of our own; and to teach them to be
pleafed, not with what isbeft, but with
what pleafes beft. ?

216. It is our duty, and ought to be
our care, to ward againft that paffion
in them, which is more efpecially our
own weaknefs and affliction: for we
are in great meafure accountable for
them, as well as for ourfelves.

217. We are in this, alfo, true turn-
ers of the world upfide down: for mo.
ney is firft, and virtue laft, and leaft
in our care.

218. It is not how we leave our chil-
dren, but what we leave them.

219. To be {ure, virtue is but a fup-
plement, and not a principal, in their
portion and charaéter : and therefore
we fee fo little wifdom, or goodnefs,
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goodncfs, among the rich, in proportion
10 their wealth.

A CouNTRY LIiFE.

220 The country life is to be
preferred, for there we fec the works
of God; but in cities, little elfe
but the works of men: and the one
makes a better fubjet for our con.
templation than the other.

221. As puppets are to men, and
babies to children; fo is man’s work.
manfhip to God’s: we are the pic.
ture, he the reality.

222." God’s works declare his pow-
er, wif{dom, and goodnefs; but man"s
works, for the moft part, his pride,
folly, and excefs. 'The one is for
ufe, the other, chiefly, for oftentation

and luft.
223. The country is both the phi.

lofopher’s garden and library, in
which he reads and contemplates
the power, wifdom, and goodnefs

of God.
F
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224. It is his food, as well as ftudy ;
and gives him life, as well as learning.

225. A f{weet and natural retreat
from noife and talk, and allows oppor-
tunity for refleition, and gives the bejt
fubje(ts for it.

226. In fhort, it is an original, and
the knowledge and improvement of it
man’s oldeft bufinefs and trade, and
the beft he can be of.

"ART AXD PRrRoJECT.

227. Art is good, where it is benefi-
cial. Socrates wifely bounded his know-
ledge and inflrudtion by pradtice.

228. Have a care, thercfore, of pro-
jets ; and yet defpife nothing raflily,
or in the lump.

22¢9. Ingenuity, aswell as religion,
fometimes {uffers between tvoo thieves;
prerendeve and defiilers.

23C. Though injudicious and diflio_
neft projectors often difuredit arc; yey
the moft ufeful and extraordinary in-
ventjons have not, at furfl, efcaped the
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fcorn of ignorance; s their authors
rarely have cracking of the'- heads, or
breaking of their backs.

231. Undertake ne experiment in
{peculation, that appears not true in
art; nor then, at thine own coft, if
coftly or hazardous in making.

232. As many hands make light
work ; fo feveral purfes make cheap
experunents.

INDUSTRY.

233. Induftry is certainly very
commendable, and fupplies the want
of parts.

234. Patience and diligence, like
faith, remove mountains.

235. Never give out while there
is hope; but hope not beyond reafon .

for that thewe mare defivre than .l
- - - - S e wessvaa J“\,‘ﬁ—

ment.

236. It is a profitable wifdi:mn, o
know when we have done enocugh :
much time and pains are fpaicd, in

¥

_—
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not flattering ourfelves againft pro.
babilities.

TEMPORAL HAPPINESS.

237. Do good with what thou
haft, or it will do thee no good.

238. Seek not to be rich, but hap-
py. The one lies in bags, the ctherin
content, which wealth can never give.

239. We are apt to call things by
wrong namcs. We will have profper.
ity to be bappinefs, and adverfity to be
mifery ; though thatis the fchool of
wi{dom, and oftentimes the way to
eternal happinefs.

240. If thou wouldft be happy, brmg
thy mind to thy condition, and have an
indifferency for more than what is fuf-
ficient.

241+ Have but little to do, and do it
thyfelf : and do toothers as thou wouldft
liave them do to thee : fo thou canft not
fail of temporal felicity.

242. 'The generality are the worfe
tor their plenty. 'T'he voluptuous con-
fumesit, the mifer hides it; it is the
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good man that ufesit, and to goed pur-
pofes. But fuch are hardly {ound
among the profperous.

243. Be rather bountiful, than ex-
penfive.

244. Neither make nor go to feafls;
but let the laborious poor blefs thee ar
home in their folitary cottages.

245. Never voluntarily want what
thou haft in poffeflion ; nor fo fpend it
as to involve thyfelf in want unavoida-
ble.

246. Be not tempted to prefume by
{uc=fs; for many, that have gotlarge-
ly, huveloft all by coveting to get morc.

247. To hazard much to get much,
has more of avarice than wifdomm,.

248. It s great prudence, Loth to
bound and ufe profperity.

249. Too fcw know when they have
enough ; and fewer know how to em.
ploy it.

250. It is cqually advif able not to

¥ 3
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partlightly with whatis hardly gotten,
~ and not to fhut up clofely what flows

in freely.

251. A&t not the fhark upon thy
neighbour ; nor take adv:ntage of the
1gnorance, prodigality, or neceflity of
any ome: for that is nexi door to a
fraud, and, at +-®, makes but an un-
blefled gain.

252- It is oftentimes the judgment
nf God upon greedy rich men, that he
fufters them te puth on their defires of
wealth to the excefs of over-reaching,
grinding, or oppreflion; which poifons
all they unave gotten: fo that it com.
monly runs away acs faft, and by as bad
wai., as it was heaped up togethers

NESPRCT.

153. Never efteem any man, o thy.
felf, the more for moncy ; nor think the
meaner of thyfelf, or anotler, for
want of it : virtue beingthe juft reafon
of refvecting, and the want of it of

flig htm(*, any one.
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254. A man, like a watch, is to be
valued for his goings.

255. He that prefers him upon other
accounts, bows to an idol.

256. Unlefs virtue guide us, our
choice muft be wrong.

257. An able bad man is an ill inftru-
ment, and to be fhunned as the plague.

258. Be not deceived with the firft
appearances of things ; but give thyfelf
time to be in the right.

259. Shew is not {ubftance : realities
govern wife men.

260. Have a care, therefore, where
there is more f{ail than ballait,

HAaZARD.

261. In all bufinefs, it is beft to put
nothing to hazard : but where it is una-
voidable, be not rafh, but firm and re.
fagned.

262. We fhould not be troubled for
what we cannot help : but if it was our
fault, let it be {o no more. Amendment
is repentance, if not reparation .

203. As a defperate pame needs an

\\\—
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able gamefter : fo confideration often
would prevent, what the beft fliill in
the world cannot recover.

- 264. Where the probability of ad-
vantage exceeds not that of lofs, wif-
dom never adventures.

265. To fhoot well flying, is well;
but to chufe it has more of vanity than
judginent.

266. To be dexterous in danger, is
a virtue ; but to court danger to fhow

it, is weaknefs.

.

DETRACTION.

267. Have a care of that bafe evil,
detraftion. It is the fruit of envy, as
that is of pride, the immediate off-
fpring of the Devil : who, of an angel,
a Lucifer, a fon of the morning, madec
himfelf a ferpent, a Devil, a Beelze.
bub, and all thatis obnoxious to the
Eternal Goodnefs.

268. Virtue is not fecure againft en-
vy. Men will leflen what they will not

imitate.
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269. Diflike what deferves it; but
never hate, for that is of the nature of
malice : which is a2lmoft ever to perfons,
not things; and is one of the blackeft
qualities fin begets in the foul

MODERATION.

270. It were an happy Jay, if men
could bound and qualify their refens.
ments with charity to the offender:
for then, our anger would be with.
out fin, and better convi& and edify
the guilty ; which alone can make it
lawful.

271. Not to be provoked is teli ; vut
if moved, never correét till the fume is
ipent ; for every ftroke our fury ftrikes,
is fure to hit ourfelves at laft.

272. If we did but obferve the allowe.
ances our reafon makes upon refletion,
when our paffion is over, we could not
want a rule how to behave ourfelves
again on the like occafions.

273. We are more prone to complain
thanredrefs,and to cenfure thag excufe,

_
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274+ It is next to unpardonable, that
we can {o often blame ‘vhat we will not
once mend. It fhews that we know,
but will not do, our Mafter’s will.

275. They that cenfure, fhould prac-

tife ; or elfe, let them have the firft
{tone, and the laft too.

T R1ICK.

276. Nothing needs a trick, but a
fick ; fincerity loathes one. |
277. We muft take care to do thing,

rightly : for a juit fentence may be un-
juftly execut 1.

278. Circumftances give grecat light
to true judgment, if well weighed.

PassioXN.

279. Paflion is a fort of fever in the

inind, which ever leaves us weakerthan
it foand us.

280. But, being intermitting, to be
fure it is curable with care.

281. It, more than any thing, de-
prives us of the ufe of our judgment;



REFLECTIONS AND MAXIMS. 59

for it raifes a duft very hard to f{ce
through.

282. Like wine, whofe lees fly up, g

being jogged, it is too muddy to drink.

283. It may not unfitly be termed the
mob of the man, that commits a riot
upon his reafon.

284. I have oftentimes thought, that
a paflionate man is like'a weak {pring,
that c~not ftand long locked.

285. And it is as true, that thofe
things are unfit for ufe, that cannot
bear fmall knocks without breaking,

286. He that will not hear, cannot
judge ; and he that cannot bear contra-
diction, may, with all his wit, mifs the
mark.

287. Objection and debate fift out
truth ; which needs temper, aswell a-
judgment. |

288. But above all, obferve it in re-
{fentments ; for there paflion is moft
cxtravagant.

28g. Never chide for anger, but in_
ﬂruLtl\)llo

2g0. He that corredts out of paffion,

’

a#:
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raifes revenge fooner than repentance.

291. lt s more of wantonnefs than
wifdom ; and refembles thofe that eat
to pleafe their palate, rather than their
appetite.

292. It is the difference betwecen a
wife and a weak man; this judges by
the lump, that by parts, and their
connection.

293. The Greeks ufed to fay, ¢ All
cafes are governed by their circum-
ftances.” The fame thing may be vell
and ill, as they change or vaiy the
matter.

204. A man’s itrenath is o by
Lhis bearing. ¢ Bonum agcie, & mala
pati, regis cft.’

PERSONAL CAUTI1ONS.

295. Reflect without malice, but ne-
ver without necd.

296. Defpif: nobody, nor no condi-
tion ; left it come to be thine own.

297. Never rail, nor taunt. The
onc ): rude, the other is fcornful, and
both cvil.
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298. Be not provoked by i )uncs to
commit them,

299. Upbraid cnly ingrmitudc.

300. Halte makes work, which cau-
tion prevents.

3o1. Tempt no manj; left thou fall
for ir. |

302. Have a care of prefuming upon
after-games; for iff that mifs, al i,

gone.

303. Opportunities {hould never Le
loft, becaufc they can bardly be regain-
ed.

304. It is well to cure, but better to
prevent a diftemper. rhe ficft fews
more 1kill, but the laft more wifdom.

305. Never make a trial of {kill in
difficult or hazardcus cafes.

3c6. Refufe not to ke fnfermed: for
that (hews pride or ftupidity.

307. Humility and kuoowledge in
poor clothes, excel pride and ignoerance
in coflly attire.




62  REFLECTIONS AND MAXIMS.

308. Neither defpife, nor oppofe, what
thou doit not underftand.

BaLrLaxNcr.

3¢9. We muft not be concerned a-
bove the value of the thing that enga-
ges us; nor raifed above reafen, in
majntaining what we think reafonable.

3¥o. It is too ccmmon an error, Lo
invert the order of things, by making
an end of that which is a means, and
ameans of that which is an end.

311. Religionand governmentefeape
not this mifthiet : the firlt is too often
made a nieans, inftead of an end ; the
other an end, inftead of a means.

312. Thus men feek wealih, rather
than fubfittence ; aud the end of cloaths
is the leaft reafon of their ufe. Nor is
the fatisfying of our appetite our end
in eating, {fo much as the pleafing of
our palate.  The hike may alfo be fuid
of luilding, furnitvre, &c. wherethe
man rules not the beaft, and appetite
fubinits notto reafon,
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313+ It is great wifdom to proporti-
on cur cfteein to the nature of the thing:
for as that way things will not be under-
valued, fo ncither will they engage us
above their intrinfic worth.

314. If we fuffer little things to have
creat hold upon us, we fhallbe as much
tranfperted for them, as if they defer-
ved it.

215. It is an olld proverb, ‘Maxima
bella ex leviflimis caufis :> The greateft
feuds have had tlie finalleft beginuings.

310. ™o matter what the fubject of
the difpate be, but what place we give
itin our miuds; for that governs our
coxcern and refentment.

317. It is one of the fatuleft errors of
cur lives, when we {poil a good caufe by
an i1l management : and it is not impof-
fible but we may mean well in an
ill'Luline (s ; but thar will not defend it.

318. If we are but fure the cnd is
right, we are too apt to gallop over all
bounds to compafs it: not confidering,

G2
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that lawful ends may be very unlaw-
fully attained.

319. Let us. be careful to «ake juft
ways to compafs juft things; that they
nay lait in their benefits to us.

320. There is a troublefomne humour
fome men have, that if they may not
lead, they will not follow ; but had ra-
ther a thing were never dune, than not
done their own way, though otherwife
very dcfirable.

321. This comes of anover-fulnefs of
eurfclves, and fhews we are more con-
cerned oo praile than the fuccefs of
what we think a ¢ood thing.

POPULARITY.

322, Affcct not to be feen, and men
wiil lefs fee thy weaknefs

323. They that fhe v inore than they
are, raile an expectation they cannot
aufwer; aad O lote their credit, as
foon as they are found out.

RERE Avoid popalarity, It has many
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fnares, and no real benefit to thyfclf;
and uncertainty to others.

Privacy.

325. Remember the proverb, ‘Bene
qui latuit, Lene visit:® They arc hap-
py, that live retiredly.

320. If this be truc, princes and their
orandees, of all men, arethe unhappi-
eft; for theylive leaft alone : and they
that muft be enjoyed by every body,
can never cnjoy themfelves as they

thould.
327. It is the advantage little men

have upou them ; they can be private,
and have leifure for family comnforts,
which are the greateft worldly contents
men can enjoy.

228. But they that place pleafure in
greatnefs, {eek it there : and, we {ee,
rule is as much the ambirion of fome
natures, as privacy is the choice of

others.

G3
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| GOVERNMENT.

329. Government has many fhapes:
but it is fovereignty, though rot free-
dom, in all of then:.

330- Rex & Tyrannus, are very dif-
ferent characters : one rules his people
by laws, to which they confent; the
other by his abfolute will and pow-
er. Thatis called freedom ; this, ty-
ranny.

331. The firft 1s endangered by the
ambition of the populace, which fhakes
the conttitution ; the other by anill ad-
miniitration, which hazards the tyrant
and his family.

332. Itis great wifdom, in princes of
both forts, not to ftrain points too high
with their people; for whether the
people have a right to oprofe them
or not, they arc ever fure to attemptit
whe: things are carried too far : though
the remedy oftentimes proves worfe
than the difeafe.

333- Happy that King who is great
by juftice, and that peoplc whoarc fice
by obediences
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334. Wherc the ruler is juft, he may
be ftri¢t; elfe it is two to onc it turns up-
on him: and though he fhould prevail,
he can be no gainer, where his pecple
are the lofers.

335- Princes muft not have paflions
in government, nor refent beyond inters
eft and religion.

336. Where examnple keeps pace with
authority, power hardly fails to be obey-
ed, and magiftrates to be honoured.

337. Let the people think they go-
vern, and they will be governed.

328. This cannor fail, if thofe they
trult are irufted.

339. That prince who is juft to them
in great things, and humours them of-.
tentimes in {mall ones, is fure to have
and keep them from all the world.

340. For the people is the politick
wife of the prince, that may be better
managed by wifdom, than ruled by
force.

341. But whcie the magiltrate is par.
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tial, and fervesill turns, he lofes his
authority with the people, and gives
the populace opportunity to gratify
their ambition : and fo lays a ftumblineg-
block fer his people to fall.

342. It is true, that where a fubject
is more popular than the prince, the
prince is in danger; but it is as true,
that it is his own fault: for nobody has
the like means, intereft, or reafcn,
to be popular, ashe.

343+ It is an unaccountable thing,
that fome princes incline rather to te
fearcd thanloved ; when they fee, that
fear does not citener fecure a prince
againft the diffatistaction of his people,
than love makes a fubject teo many for
fuch a prince.

344 Certainly {ervice upon inclina.
tion is like to go farther, than olcdi-
ence upon compulfion.

345 The Romans had a juft fenfe of
this, when they pliced Optimus before
Maximus, te theirmeft illuftricus cap-
tains and Cefars.
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14C. Befides, experience tells us, that
goodnefs raifes a nobler puaflion in the
foul, and gives a better fenfe of daty,
than feverity.

347. What did Pharaoli get by in-
creafing the Ifraeclites taitk? Ruin to
himfelf in the end.

348. Kings, chictly in this, fhould
imitate God ; their mercy fhould be
above all their werks.

349. The diffcience between the
prince and the peafant is in this world ;
but a temper ought to be obferved by
him that has the advantage here, be.
cauic of the judgmernt of the next.

350 The end of every thing thould
direct the means: now that of govern.
ment being the good of the whole, no-
thing lefs fhould be the aim of the
prince.

351. As often as rulers endeavour to
attain juit ends Ly juft mediumns, they
are fuce of a quictand eafy government ;
and as fare of convulfions, where the
natures of things are violated, aud their
order over-ruled. '
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352. Xtis certain, princes ought to

have great allowances made them for
faults in covernment, fince they fee
by other people’s eyes, and hear by
their ears; but minifters of ftate,
their im nedx ate coanil lents and inftra.
ments, have much to anfwver for, if,
te cratify private pafiions, they mif.
guide the prince to do publick injury.

353 Afvmtiers of late fhould under-
take tocir pofts at their peril. If prin.
ces over-tule them, let them fliew the
law, a-d hanmbly refign; if fear, gain,
or {luttery prevail, iet rhcm anfwer it to
the Iaw.

354 The prince cannot be preferved,
bat where the minitter is punifhable;
{or peeple, aswell as princes, will not
¢nidure ‘imperiumin imperio.’

355- If miniftersare weak or ill men,
and fo fpoil their places, it is the prince’s
tault that chofe them; but if their
places fpoil them, it is thcir own fault
to be made worfe by then.

350, It is but juft, that thofe that
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reion by their princes, fhould fuffer for
their princes : for it is a fafe and necei-
fary maxim, not to fhift heads in go-
vernment, whilh the hands are in being;
that thould anfiver for them.

357- And yet it were intolerable to
be a minifter of ftate, if every body
may be accufer and judge.

358. Let, therefore, the falfe accu-
{fer no more efcape an cxemplary pu-
nifhment, than the guilty miniiter.

359 For it profanes government to
have the credit of the leading men in it
{ubject to vulgar cerfure, which is of-
ten ill-grounded.

360. The fafety of a prince, therefors,
confiuts in a well chofen council: and
that only can be faid to be fo, where
the perfons that corapofe it 'alte qualifi-
ed for the bufinefs th at comes before
them. |

361. Who would fend to a taylor to
make alock, or to a fmith to make 5
{uit of clothes?

362. Let there ™ merchants for trade,
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feanmen for the admiralty, travellers for
forcign affairs, fome of theleading men
of the country for home-bufinefs, and
common and civil lawydk
legality and right, who fhould always
keep to the ftrict rules of law.

363. Three things contribute much
to ruin govermment : loofeunefs, opprefi-
on, and envy.

364. Where the reins of government
are too flack, there the manncrs of ihe
pcople are corrupted : and that deftroys
indufiry, begezs efionivacy, and pro-
vokes hcaven againit it.

365. Oppreflionmakes a poor country,
and a uaciperate people, who always
wait an « ppoertunity to chaage.

366. ¢“He that ruleth over men, muft
be juft, ruling in :he fcar of God;”
{aid an old 2nd wifc Ling.

367. Envy difturbs and diftrats go-
vernment, clogs the wheels, and per.
plexes the adminiftration : and nothing
contributesmore to this diforder, thana
T,mrtial ailtributicn of rewards and pu-
niflmicuts in the fovereign.
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368. As it is not reafonable that men
fhould be compelled to ferve ; fo thofe
that have employments fhould not be
endured to leave them humourfomely.

369. Where the flate intends a man
no affront, he fhould not affront the
ftate.

APrRIVATE LIFE.

370. A private life is to be preferred 3
the honcur and gain of publick pofts
bearing no proportism with the comfort
of i.. T viceis free and qmet the
ctucr fcovide auxd weify.

371. LIt was a preeat anfiver of the
Shunaiite vwoman, < dwellamong 1y
own people.”

372. ‘L'hey that live of their own,
neither need, nor often lift, to wear the
livery of the pullick.

373- Their fubfiftence is not during
pleaiure, mor have they patrons to
pleafe or prefent.

374+ If they are not advanced, nei.
ther can they be difpraced; and ag

H
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they know not the {finiles of majefty, {o
they feel not the frowns of greatnefs,
or the effects of envy.

375. If they want the pleafures of a
court, they alfo efcape the temptations
of it.

376. Private men, in fine, are fo much
their own, that, paying common dues,
they are fovereigns of all the reit.

AvrvsrLicxkx L1FE

377. Yet the publick muft and will
be ferved ; and they thatdo it well, de-
ferve wpublick marks of honour and
profit.

378. To do fo, men muft have pub.
lick minds, as well as falaries; or
they will ferve privatc ends at the pub.
ick coft.

379- Govermnents can never be well
adminiftered, but where thofe intruf.
ted make confcience of well difcharg-
ing thcir places.
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Q_UAL IFICATION S,

380. Five things are requifite to a
«ood officer; ability, clean hands,
difpatch, patience, and impartiality.

CarPacITY.

381. He that underftands not his em-
ployment, whatever elfe he knows,
muft be unfit for it; and the publick
{fuffer by his inexpertnefs.

382. They that are able fhould be
juft too; or the government may be the
worfe for their capacity.

CLEaAN HanDs.

383. Covetoufnefs in fuch men
prompts them to proftitute the publick
for gain.

384. The taking of a bribe, or gr:itu-
ity, fhould be punifhed with as fevere
penaltics as the defranding of the fiatc.

385. L.et men have hllﬁuent falari ies,

aad cxceed themat their peril.

1 D)
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386. It is a difhonour to governmnent,
that its officers fhould live of benevo-
lence ; asit cught to be infamous for
officers to difhonour the publick, by be-
ing twice waid for the fame bufinefs.

387. B. . to be paid, and net to ¢o bu-
fiefs, is ra.ak oppreflion.

DisrPraTCH.

188. Difpatch is a great and good qua-
Iity in an officer, where duty, not gain,
excites it. But of this too many make
their private market, and overplus to
their wages. Thus the falary is for do-
ing, and the bribe for difpatching the
bufinefs: as it bufinefs could Le done
before it were difpaiched: or ihey
werc to be paid apart, ane by the go-
vernmcr.t, the other by the party.

38g. Difpatch is as much the duty of
an oflicer, as doing ; and very much
the honer of the government he ferves.

390. Delays have been more injuri-
ous than dircedt mjuftice.

291. They too often ftarve thofe they
dare not deny.
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302. The very winner is made a
lofer, becaufe he pays twice for his
own; like thofe that purchafe eftates,
mortgaged before to the full value.

393- Our law fays well, ¢To dclay juf-
tice, is injuftice.’

394. Not to have a right, and not to
come at it, differ little.

395. Refufal, or difpatch, is the du-

ty and wifdom of a good cfficer.
PATIENCE.

396. Patience is a virtue every where :
but it fhines with greateflt luftre in the
men of government.

397 Some are fo proud or tefty, they
will not hear what they fhould redrefs.

398. Others fo weak, they fink, or
burft, uacer the weight of their office ;
though they can lightly run away
with the falary of it.

499, Bufinefs can never be well douge,

H 3
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thag is not well underftood : which can-
not be without patience.

400. It is cruelty, indeed, not to give
the unhappy an hearing, whom we
ought tohelp ; but it is the top of op-
preflion to brow.bcat the hunble and
modeft miferable, when they {eek relicf.

401. Some, it is true , are unreafon.
able in their defires and hopes; but
then we fhould inform, not rail at and
rejedt them.

402. It is, therefore, as great an in-
ftance of wifdom as a man in bufinefs
can cive, to be patient under the imper-
tinencies and contradi‘tions that at.
tend it. A,

403. Method goes far to prevent trou-
ble in bufinefs : for it makes the tafk
cafy, hinders confufion, faves abun.
dance of time, and inftructs thofe that
Liave bufinefs depending, what to do,
and what to hope.

IMPARTIALITY.

go4. Impartiality, though it be the
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laft, is not the leaft part of the charagc-
ter of a good magiftrate.

405. It is noted as a fault in holy
writ, evem to regard the poor in judg-
" ment; how much more the rich?

406. If our compaflions muft not fway
us; lefs fhould our fears, profits, or
prejudices.

407. Juftice is juftly reprefented
blind, becaufe fhe fees no differcnce
in the parties concerned.

408. She has but one fcale and weight,
for rich and poor, great and finall.

409. Her fentence is not guided by
the perfun, but the caufe.

410. The impartial judge, in judg.
ment, knows nothing but the law; the
prince, no more than the peafant; his
kindred, than a ftranger. Nay, his ene-
my is {ure to be upon equal terms with
his friend, when he is upon the bench.

411. Impartiality is the life of juftice,
as that is of government.

412. Noris itonly a benefit to the
ftate ; for private families canngt ,ﬁxb.
fit comfortably witheut it,
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_ 413. Parents that are partial, areill
obeyed by their children; and partial
mafters not better ferved by their fer.
vants.

414. Partiality is always indirect,
:¥ not difhoneft: for it fhews a bias,
whes2 reafon would have none ; if not
an injuvy, which juftice every where
forbids.

415. As it makes favourites without
reafon, foit ufes no reafon in judging
of aliions: confinning the proverb,
“The crow thinks her own bird the
faireft.’

416. 'What fome fee to be no fault in
one, they will have criminal in another.

417. Nay, how ugly do our failings
look tous in the perfons of others ; which
yet we 1ee not in ourfelves.

418. And but too common it is, for
fome people not to know their own 1nax.
ims and principles in the mouths of
other men, when they give occafion to
ufe them.

419s Partiality corrupts our judgments
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of perfons and things, of ourfelves and
others. ‘ |

420. It cuntributes more than any
thing to fuctions in the governmment,
and feuds in families.

421. It is a prodigal paffion, that fcl_
dom returns till it is hunger.bit, and
difappointments bring it within bounds.

422. And yet we may be indifferent,
to a fault.

INDIFFERENCE.

423 Indifference is good in judgment,
but bad in relation, and ftark naught
in religion.

424. And even in judgment, our in-
dif'erence muft be to the pcrfom, not
caues; forone, to be {ure, is nght.

NEUTRALITY.

42. Necutrality is fomething eclfe
tha: tudifference ; and yet of kin to it
too.

426. A judge ought to be irdiffcrent ;
and yet he cannot be faid to be nentral,

427, The oue being to be even in
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judgment, and the other not to meddle
at all. |

428. And where it is lawful, to be
fure, it is beft to be neutral.

429. He that efpoufes parties, can
hardly divorce himnfelf from their fate;
and more fall with their party, than
rife with it.

430. A wife ncuter joins with neither
but ufes both, as hishonefl intereft leads
him.

43!. A ncuter only has room to be
a peace-maker: for being of ncither
fide, he has the means of mediating
a rccorciliation of both.

AParTY,

432. Andyet where right or relizion
gives a call, a neuter muit be a coward
or an hypocrite.

433- In fuch cafes, we fhould never
be backward ; nor yert miftaken.

434- When our right or religion is in
queflion, thenis the fitteft time to af-

ert it.

435 Nor muft we always be necu-
tral, where our icighbour is concerned :

I —————

o e e
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for though meddling is a fault, helping
15 a duty. =

436. We have a call to do good, as
often as we have the power and occa-
fion.

437. If Heathens could fay, “We ~re
not born for ourfelves;’ furely Chiifi-
- ans fhould praétife it.

438. They are taught fo by His ex.
ample, as well as doétrine, from whom
they have borrowed their name.

OSTENTATION.

439, Do what good thou canft un-
known ; and be not vain of what ought
rather to be felt than feen, Y,

440. The humble, in the para
ble of the dav of judgment, forgot
their good works, ¢“Lord, when did we
{o and fo?”

441. He that does good for good’s
fake, feeks n~ither praife nor reward,
though {yrg of both at laft.
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CoMrLETE VI R&UE-

442. Content not thyfelf that thou
art virtuous in the general : for one
link being wanting, the chainis de-
fedtive.

443 Perhaps thou art rather inne-
cent than virtuous, and oweit more to
thy conftitution than to thy rdligion

444+ 'To be innocent is to be not
guilty ; but to bLe v.icaousis to over-
come our evl incli aticorise

445 i Gou bt ot conquered thy-
felt iu Lot wbicais 1y owa particular
weak.cls, tion oot aotle to virtue,
though tisar aie e «f otler eens.

446. Foui a cuvetvus naw to inveigh
againft prodigolity, an atheift againdt
idolatry, a tyrauat againit rebellion, or a
liar againft forgcry, and a drunkarg
againft intemperance, is for the pot
to call the kettle black.

447. Such reproof would have but
little fuccefs, becaufe it would carry
but little authority with i
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448. € thou wouldft conquer thy
‘wcakneg, thou muft never gratify it
449 No man is compelled to evil;
his confent only makes it his.
" 450. Itis no fin to be tempted, but
to be overcome.

451. What man, in his right mind,
weuld confpire his own hurt > Men are
befide themfelves, when they tranf-
grefs againft their convictions.’

452. If thou wouldft not fin, do not
defire ; and if thou wouldft not luft,
do not embrace the temptation: no
not look at it, nor think of it.

453. Thou wouldit take much pain®
to {ave thy body : take fome, prithee,
to fave thy foul..

)

RELICION.

454- Religion is the fear of God, and
its demouftration good works; and

faith is the root of both: ““ For without
faith we cannot pleafe God;”’ nor can
we fear what we do not believe.

|
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455- The devils alfo beliewe and know
abundance; but in this is she differ-
ence, their faith works not by )\
nor their knowledge by obedience ; and
therefore they are never the better for
them. And if ours be fuch, we fhall
be of their church, not of Chrift’s; for
as the head is, fo muft the body be.

456. He was holy, humble, harmlefs,
meek, merciful, &c. when among us;
to tcach us what we fhould be when he
was gone : and yet he isamong us ftill,
and in us teo, a living and perpetmal
preacher of the fame grace, by his {pi-
rit in our confciences.

457. A winifter of the gofpel ought
to bc one of Chrift’s making, if he
would pafs for one of Chrift’s minifters.

458. And if he be one of his making,
he knows and does, as well as believes.

459- That minifter, whofe life is not
the model of his doctrine, is a babbler
rather than a preacher, a quack rather

thun a phyfician of value.




REFLECTIONS AND MAXIMS. 87

460. Of old time they were made mi-
nifters by the Holy Ghoft : and the more
that is an ingredicnt now, the fitter
they are for that work.

" 461. Running ftreams are not fo apt
to corrupt as itagnant waters; nor iti-
nerant, as fettled preachers: but they
are not to run before they are fent.

462. As they frecly receive from
Chrift, fo they give.

463. They will not make that a trade,
which they know ought not, in confci-
ence, to be one.

: 464. Yet there is no fear of- their
living, that defign not to live by it.

465. The humble aud true teacher
meets with more than he expe@s.

466. He accounts content with godli.
nefs great gain, and therefore feeks
not to make a gain of godlinefs.

467. As the minifters of Chrift are
made by him, and are like him, fo they
beget people into the fame likenefs.

I2
-_—
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468. To be like Chrift, then, is tobe
a Chriftian. And regeneration is th®
only way to the kingdoimn of God, which
we pray for.

469. Let us to-day, therefore, hear
his voice, and not harden our hearts,
who {peaks to us mmany ways: in the
fcriptures, in our hearts, by his fervants
and providences: andthe {um of all
is Lolinefs and charity.

470- St. James gives a thort draoghe
of the matter, but very full and teach-
ing, ‘‘Pure religion, and undefiled be-
fore God the Father, is this, to vifit
the fatherlefs and the widows in their
afHiction, and to keep ourfelves unfpot.
ted from the world : »” which is compri..
zed in thefe two words, chaiity and pi-
ety. |

471. They that truly make thefe
their aim, will find them their attain-
ment ; and, with them, the peace that
follows fo excellent a condition.

472 Amufe not thyfelf, therefore,



REFLECTIONS AND MAXIMS. 89
with the numerous opiniens of the
world ; nor value thyfelf upon verbal
orthodoxy, philofophy, or thy fkill in
tongues, or knowledge of the fathers;
(to0 much the bufincfs and vanity of thc
world) but in this rejoice, ¢“Thatthou
knoweft God, that is the Lord, who
exercifeth loving-kindnefs, and judg.
ment, and rwhteoufncﬁ»m the earth.”

473- Publick worfhip is very com-
mendable, if well performed. We owe
it to God ard geod exznyple. But we
muft know that God is not tied to time
or place, who is every where at the
fame time ; and this we fhall know as
far as we are capable, if, where-ever
we are, our defires are to be with him.

474 Serviug God, people generally
confine to the adts of publick and pri.
vate worfhip : and thofe the mere zeal-
ous do often repeat, in hopes of ace
ceptance.

475 But if we confider that God is .
an infinite f{pirir, and as fuch, every

Ij
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where ; and that odr Saviourhas tanght
us, that he will be worfhipped in fpiris
and in truth, we f(hall {ee the fhortnefs
of fuch a notion.

476. For=ferving God concerns the
frame of our {pirits, in the whole courfe
of our lives; in every occafion we have,
in which we may fhew our love to his
law.. €

477. For as men in bartle are conti-
nually in the way of fhot, fo we, in
this world, are ever within the reach
of temptation : and herein do we ferve
God, if we avoid what we are forbid,
as well as do what he commands.

478. God is better ferved in refifting
a temptation to evil, than in many for.
iaal prayers.

479- This is but twice or thrice a day;
but that every hour and suowment of the
day. Somuch more is our continual
watch, than our evening and morning,
devotion

487, Wouldft thou then ferve God?
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REFLECTY

Do not that alone, which thou wouldft
not that another fhould fee thee do.

481. Do not take God’s name in vain,
or difobey thy parents, or wrong thy
neighbour, or commit adultery, even
in thine heart.

482. Neither be vain, laf{civiovs, proud,
drunken, revengeful, orangry ; nor lie,
detrat, backbite, over-reach, oﬂpreis,.
deceive, or betray ; but watch vigor-
oufly againft all temvvtations o thefe
things, as knowing that God is vrefent,
the overfeer of all thy ways aud moft
inward thoughts, and the averger of
his own law upon the difLbedient ; and
thou wilt acceptably ferve God.

483. Is it not reafon, if w: expedt the
‘acknowledgments of thofz v whom we
are bountifuil, that we fhould reverent-
ly pay ours o God, our moft munificent
and conftant benefacétor?

484. The worldreprefents a rare and
fumptuous palace ; mankind, the great
fanily in it; and God, the mighty
Lord and Mafter of it.
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485. We are all fenfible what a ftate~
ly feat itis ; the heavens adorned with
fo many glorious luminaries; and the
earth with groves, plains, valleys, hills,
fountains, ponds, lakes, and rivers;
and variety of fruits.and creatures for
food, pleafure and profit; in fhort,
how noble an houfe he keeps, and the
ple uy, and variety, and excellency ef
his table ; his orders, feafons, and fuit.
ablenefs of every time and thing. But
we muft be as fenfible, or at leaft ought
to be, what carele{s and idle fervants
we are, and how fhort and difproporti-
onable our behaviour is to his bounty
and goodnefs; how long he bears, how
often he reprieves and forgives us:
who, notwithitanding our breach of
~ promifes, and repeated negleéts, has
not yet been provoked to break up
houfe, and fend us to fhift forourfelves.
Should not this ¢reat goodnefs raife a
due fenfe in us of our undutifulnefs, and
a refolution to alter our courfe, and
mend our manners; that we may be

»-
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for tHe future more worthy communi-
cants at our Mafter’s good and great
table? Efpecially fince it is not inore
certain that we deferve his difpleafure,
than that we fhall feel it, if we conti-
nue to be unprofitable fervants.

486. But thouch God has replenifhe~
ed this world with abundance of good
things for man’s life and comfort, yet
they are all but imperfest goods.
He only is the perfeét good to whom
ghiey point. " But alas! men cannot {ee
kim for them ; though they fhould al.
ways {ee him in them.

+87. T have often wondered at the
unaccountablensfs of man in this,
among other things, that, though he
loves changes fo well, he fhould care
{c little to hear or think of his laft,
great, and, if he pleafes, his beft,
change. )

488. Being, as to our bodies, com.
pofed of changcable elements, we,
with the world, are made up of, and
fubfift by, revolution; but our fouls
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being of another and nobler nsture,
we fhould feek our reft in a mare en.
during habitation.

- 489. The trueft end of life is to know
the life that never ends.

~490. He that makes this his care,
will find it his crown at laft.

491. Life elfe were a mifery, rather
than a pleafure; a judgment, not a
blefling.

492. For, to know, regret, and re-
fent, to defire, hope, and fear, more
than a beaft, and not live beyond hin,
is to make a man lefs than a beatft.

4¢>. It is the amends of a fhort and
troutiefome life, that doing good, and
fuffering ill, intitles man to one longer
and better. .

494 This ever raifes the good man’s
hope, and gives him taftes beyond this
world.

495. As itishis aim, {o none elfe can
hit the mark.

496. Many make it their fpeculation,
but it is the good mnan’s practice.
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497+ Huyork keeps pace with his
life, and fo leaves nothing to be done
when he dies.

498. And he that lives to live for
cver, never fears dyiug.

499. Nor can the means be terrible
to him that heartily believes the end.

500. For though death be a dark paf-
fage, it leads to iinmortality ; and that
is recompence enough for fuffering of
it.

s01. And yet faith lights us, even
through the grave ; being the evidence
of things not feen.

502. And this is the comfort of the
cood, thai the grave cannot hold them,
and that they live as foon as they die.

503. For death is no more thana turn,
ing of us over from time to cternity.

504 Nor can there be a revolution
without it; for it fuppofes the diflolu-
1ion of one form, in order to the fuc-
ceflion of another.

505. Dcath, then, being the way and
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condition of life, we canmot love to

live, if we cannot bear to die.

with the fhells and hufks of things;
nor prefer form to power, nor fhadows
to f{ubftance : pictures of bread will
not fatisfy hunger, nor thofe of de-
votion pleafe God.

go7. This world is a form; our bo-
dies are forms ; and no vifible acts of
devotion can be without forms. But
yet the lefs formin religion the better,
fince God is a fpirit: for the more
mental our worfhip, the more adequate
to the nature of God; the more filent,
the more fuitable to the language of a
fpirit.

508. Words are for others, not for
ourfelves : nor for God, who hears not
as bodies do, but as apirits fhould.

509. If we would know this diale,
we muft learn of the divine principle in
us. Aswe hear the dictates of that, fo
God hears us.

(v ¥
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506. Let us, then, not cozen ourfelves, *

1
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510. There we may fee him, too, in
all his attributes ; though but in little,
yet as much as we can apprehend or
bear : for as he is in himfelf, he is in-
comprehenfible, and “dwelleth in that
light no eye can approach.” But in
his image we may bchold his glory ;
enouch to exalt our apprehenfions of
God, and toinftruct us in that worfhip
which pleafeth him.

511. Men may tire themfelves ina
labyrinth of fearch, and talk of God;
but if we would know Lim indeed, it
muft be from the impreflions we re-
ceive of him : and the fofter our hearts
are, the deeper and livelier thofe will
be upon us.

512. If he hasmade us fenfible of his
juftice, by his reproof’; of his patience,
by his forbearance; of his mercy, by
his forgivenefs; of his holire(s, by the
fanctification of our hearts through his
{pirit ; we have a grounded knowledge
of God. Thisis expcerience, that {pecu.
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lation; this enjoyment, that report.
In fhort, thisis undeniable evidence,
with the realities of religion, and will
ftand all winds and weathers.

513« As our faith, fo our devotion,
{hould be lively. Cold meat will not
ferve at thofe repafts.

514. It is a coal from God’s altar muft
kirdle our fire :-and without fire, true
fire, no acceptable facrifice.

575. “Open thou my lips, and then”
faid the royal prophet, <y mouth fhall
praife God.”” But nct ’till ther.

516. The preparation of the heart,
as well as the aufiver of the tengue, is
of the I.ord : and to havc it, our pray-

ers muft be pov erful, and our woifliip

erateful.

517. Letuschnfe, therefore, to com.
mune where there is the warmeft {erfe
of rcligion; where devotion excecds
formality, and proctice moft cor.
refponds with profcibon ; and where
there is, at leail, as much charity ag
zezl : for where this fociety is to be
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found, there fhall we find the church
of God.

518. As good, fo ill men, are all of
a church: and every body knows who
muft be head of it.

519. The humble, mecek, inerciful,
juft, pious, and devout fouls, are every
where of one religion ; and when death
has taken off the matk, they will know
one another, though the diverfe live-
ries they wear here make them ftran.
gers.

520. Great allowances are to be made
for education and perfonal weaknefles ;
but it is a rule with me, ‘That man is
truly religious, that loves the perfua-
fion he is of for the piety, rather than
the ceremony, of it.’

521. They that have one end, can
kardly difagreec when they meet. At
leaft their concern in the greater, mo-
derates their value for, and difference
about , the leffer things.

522. It is a fad refletion, that many

K 2
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men hardly have any religion at all, -
and moft men have none of their own;
for that which is the veligion of their
education, and not of their judgment,
is the religion of another, and not theirs.

523. 'To have religion upon authori.
ty, and not upon convidtion, is like a
finger-watch, to be fet forwards or
backwards, as he pleafes that has it in
keeping.

.524. It is a prepofterous thing, that
men can venture their fouls, where
they will not venture their inoney : for
they will take their religion upon truft,
but not truft 1 fynod about the gqng
ncts of half a crown.

525. They will follow their own
judginent when their money is concera
ned, whatever they do for their fouls.

526. But, to be fure, that religion
cannot be right, that a man is the
worfe for having.

527. No religonis better than an un.
patural one.

528. Grace perfedls, but never fours
or {poils, naturc.

o
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529. To be wunpatural in defence
of grace is a contradidtion.

530. Hardly any thing looks worfe
“than to defend religion by ways that
fhew it has no credit with us.

531. A devout man is one thing, a
ftickler is quite another.

532. When cur minds exceed their
juft bounds, we muft not diferedit what
we would recommend.

533 To be furious in religion is to
be irreligioufly religious.

534+ If he that is without bowels is
not a man: how, then, can he be a
Chriftian?

535+ It were better to be of no church,
than te be bitter for any.

536. Bitternefs comes very near to
enniity, and that is Beelzebub ; becaufe
the perfection of wickednefs.

537. A good end cannot fanctify evil
means ; nor muft we ever do evil that
good may come of it.

538 Some folk think they may {cold,
K3
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rail, hate, rob, and kill too; fo it be
but for God’s fake.

539 But nothing in us unlike him
can pleafe him.

540. Itisasgreat pr«nfumptnon to fend
our paflions upon God’s errands, as it is
to palliate them with God’s naine.

541. Zeal dropt in charity, is good;
without it, good for nothing : for it de-
vours all it comes near.

542, They muft firft judge them-.
felves, that prefume to cenfure others:
and fuch will not be apt te over-fhoot
the mark.

543 We are too rcady to retaliate,
rather than forgive, or gain by love and
information.

544. And yet e could hurt no man
that we believe loves us.

545. Let us, then, try what love will
‘do: for if men do once fee we love
them, we fhould foon find thcy would
not harm us,

546. Force may fubdue, but love
gains ; and he that forgives firlt, wine
the laurel.
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547, If I am even with my euemny,
the debt is paid ; but if I forgive it, I
oblige him for ever.

548. Love is the hardeft leflon in
Chriftianity ; but, for that reafon, it
{fhould be molt our care to learn it. ‘Dif.-
icilia quae pulchra.”

549. Itis a fevere Mouke upon us,
that God makes us fo many'allowanccs,
and we make fo few to our neighbour :
xs if charity had nothing to do with rc.
ligion; or love with faith, that ought
to work by it. .

550. I find all forts of people agree,
whatfoever were their animofities,
when humbled by the approaches of
death; then they forgive, then they
pray for, and love one another: which
fhews us, that it is not our reafon,
but our paflion, that makes and holds
up the feuds that rcign among men in
their health and fulnefs. They, there-
fore, that live neareft to that ftatc in
which they fhould die, mult certainly
live the befl.
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551. Dig wc belie. « 0.0 ceckhon.
mg and jud, . o - etk
enough of what .~ ~iieve, we
fhou:id allow more love + sigien rhan

we do : fince religion itleit ., nothing,
¢lfe but love to God and man.

552, ‘“He that lives in love, lives in
God,” fays the®eloved difciple: and,
to be fure, # man can live no where
better.

553. 1t is moft rea{vnable men fhould.
value that benefit which is moft durable..
Now tongucs fhall ceafe, and prophzcy
fail, and faith fhall be confummated in
firht, and hope in enjoymei:t ; but love
reimains.

554 Love is indeed heaven upon
earth; fince heaven above would not
be heaven without it; for where there
is not love, there is fear; but, ¢ Per-
fedt love cafts ot fear.” And yet we
naturally fear moft to offend what we
moft love..

555. What we love, we will hear;
what we love, we will trnft ; and what
we love, we will ferve, aye, and fufles.
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for too. “If you love me,” fays our
blefled Redeemer, ‘keep my command-
ments.”” Why? Why then, he will
love us; then we fhall be his friends ;
then he will fend us the Comforter;
then whatever we afk we fhall reccive ;
and then, where he is we fhall be alfo,
and thas for ever. Behold the fruits
of love; the power, virtue, benefit,
and beauty of love!!

556. Love is above all; and when it
prevails in us all, we fhall all be lovely,
and in love with God, and one with an.
other.” Amen,
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PART 11

THE R1GHT MORALIST.

) 2 R IG HT moraliftis a greatand.
A good man; but, for that reafon,
he is rarely to be found.
2. There are afort of people thatar
fond of the charadler, who, in my opi-
nion, have bat little title to it.
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3. They think it enough, not to de-
fraud a man of his pay, or betray his
friend; butr never confider, that the
law fortids the one at his peril, and
thac virtue is feldom the reafon of the
other.

4 But certainly, he that covets can
no more be a moral man, than he that
fteals; fiuce he docs fo in his mind.
Nor can lie be one that robs his neigh-
bour of his credit, or that craftily un-
dermines him of his trade or office.

5. If 2 man pays his zaylor, but de-
bauches his wife, is he a current mora-
1ifk 2

6. But what fhall we fay of the man
that rebels againdt his futher, is an ill
hufband, or an abufive neighbour ; one
that is lavifh of hiy time, of his health
and of his cftare, in which his family
is fo mearly concerved? NMuft he go
for a right morahift, beeaufe he pays
his rent well?

7. I would atk fome of thofe men of
morals, whether he that robs God, and
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himfelf too, though he fhould not de.
fraud his neighbour, be the moral
man ?

8. Do I owe myfelf nothing ? And
do I nor owe all to God? And, if
paying what we owe makes the mo-
ral man, is it not fit we fhould begin
to render our dues where we owe our
very beginning; aye, our all?

9. The complete moralift begins
with God; he gives him his due, his
heart, his love, his fervice: the boun-
tiful giver of his well-being, as well as
being.

10. He that lives without a fenfe of
this dependence and obligation, cannot
be a moral man, becaufe he does not
know hisrcturns of love and obedience,
as becomes anhoneft and a fenfible cr-a.
ture : ~vhich very term implies he is
not his own; and it cannot be very
honeit to mifemploy another’s goods.

11. But how! can therc be no debt
but to a fellow creature? Or, will our
exactnefs in paying thofe trifling ornes,
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while we neglect our wejghtier oblige-
tions, cancel the bonds we lie under,
and render us right and thorough mo-
ralifts ?

12. As judgimments are paid before
bonds, and bonds before biiis or book-
debts ; fo the moralift confiders his ob-
ligations according to their feveral
dignities.

In the firft place, him to whom he
owes himfelf. Next, himfelf, in his
health and livelihood. Laftly, his other
obligations, whether rational or pecu-
niary ; doing to others, to the extent
of his ability, as he would have them
do unto hiin.

13. In fhort, the moral man is he
that loves God above at?, and Lis neigh-
bour as himfclf: which fulfils both
tables at cuce.

THEWORLD’S ABLE MaN.

14 It is by fome thought the cha.
ralter of an akle man, to Le dark, and

I



‘220 "REFLECTIONS AND MAXIMS,

not underftoed. -But I am fure that is
not fair play.

15. If he be fo by Menc«.', it is bet-
ter ; but if by difguifes, it is infincere
-and hateful.

16. ‘Secrefy is one thing, falfe lights
are another.

17. 'The honeft man, thatis rather
free than open, is ever to be preferred;
efpecially when fenfe is at the helm.

18. The glorying of the ether hu.-
mour is in a vice: for it is not human
to be cold, dark, and unconverfabie. I
was going to f{ay, they are like pick-
pockets in a crowd, where a mun mnaft
ever have his hand on his purfe ; or as
{pies in a garrifon, that, if not preven.
ted, betray it. '

19. They are the reverfe of human
nature ; and yet this is the prefent
world’s wife man and politician: excel-
lent qualities for Lapland! where
they fay, witches (though not many
conjurers) dwell.

20. Liike highwaywmen, that rarely mb



REFLECTIONS AND MAXIMS, 11K

without vizards, or in the fame wigs.
and cloaths, but have a.dreis for every:
euterprize.

21. At beit, he may be a cunning 1wan,
which is a fort of lurcher in politicks.

22; He isnever too hard for the wife
man upon the fquare ; for that is out.
of his element, and puts him quite by
his fkill. Nor are wife men ever catchia
ed by him, but when they truft himn.

23. But as cold and clofe as he feems,
he can and will pleafe all, if he gets
by it; though it fhould neither pleafe
{s7d nor himfelf at bottom.

24 e is for every caufe that brings

[
-

himm zain; but implacable, if difap.
pointeu of fuccefs.

25. And what he cannot hinder, he
will be {ure to fpoil by over-doing it.

26. None {o zealous then as he, for
that which he cannot abide.

27. What is it he will not, or cannot
do, to hide his true fentiments?

28 For his intereft he refufes ng
La
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fide or party; and will take the wrong
by the hand, when the other will
not do, with as good a grace as the
right. ‘

29. Nay, he commonly chufes the
worfl, becaufe that brings the beft
bribe : his caufe being ever money.

jo. He fails with all winds, and is
never out of his way, where any thing
is to be had.

31. A privateer, indeed, and every
where a Lird of prey.

32. True to nothing but himnfelf;
and falfe to all perfons and parties, to
ferve his own turn.

33 Talk with him as often as you
pleafe, he will never pay you in good
coin ; for it is either falfe or clipped.

34. But to give a falfercafon for any
thing, lct myreaderniever learn of him,
»o more than to ¢ive a brafs half-crown
for a good one : not enly becaufe it is
not true, but becaufe it deceives the
perfon to whom it is given; which 1
take to be an inunorality.
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35 Silence is much more preferable ;.
for it faves the fecret, as well as the
perfon’s honour.

36. Such as give themfelves the lati-.
tude of faying what they do not mean,
come to be arrant jockeys at more
things than one: but in religion and:
politicks it is pernicious..

37. To hear two men. talk the re-.
verie of their own {entiments, thh all.
the good breeding and appearance of
friendfhip imaginable, on purpofc to co.
zen or pump each other, is, to a man of
virtue and honour, one of the moft me-
lancholy, as well as moft naufeous
things.in the world..

38. Bur that it thould be the charac-
ter of an able man, is to difinherit wif-
dom, and paint out our degeneracy to
the life, by fetting up fraud, an arrant
impoftor, in her room.

39. The trial of 1kil] between thefe
two is, who fhall belicve leaft of what
the other fays; and he that has the

Lj
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weaknefs, or good-nature, to give out
firlt, (viz. to believe any thing the
other fays) is looked upon to be tricked.
~ 40. I cannot {ee the policy, any inore
than the neceflity, of a man’s mind
giving the lie to his mouth; or his
mouth giving falfe alarms of his mind :
for no man can be long believed, that
ceaches all men to diftruft him: and
fince the ableft have fometimes need
of credit, where lies the advantage
of their politick cant or banter upon
mankind ?

41. I remember a paffage of one of
qucen Elizabeth’s grcat men, as advice
to his friend: ¢The advantage,’ fays
he, ‘I had upon others at court, was,
that Ialways {poke as I thought ; which
being not belicved by them, Iboth pre-
ferved a good confcience, and fuffered
no damage from that freedom :* which,
as it fhows the vice to be older than our
times, fo does it that gallant man’s in-
tegrity to be the beft way of avoiding it.

42. 'To be fure it is wife, as well as




REFLECTIONS AND MAXIMS. IIj

honeft, neither to flatter other men’s
{fentiments, nor diflemble, and lefs to
contradiét, our own.

43+ To hold one’s tongue, or to fpeak
truth, or talk only of indifferent things,
is the faireft converfation.

44 Women that rarely go abroad
with out vizard mafks have none of
the beft repuiation. But when we
confider what all this art and difguife
are for, it equally hecightens the wife
man’s wonder and avesfien; perhaps
it is to betray a father, a brother, a
mafter, a fricnd, a neighbour, or one’s
own party.

45- A fine conqueft! what noble
Grecians and Romans abhorred: as if
goverament could not fubfift witheut
knavery, and that knaves were the
ufefulleft props to it; though the ba-
feft, as well as greateft, perverfions
of the ends of it.

46. But that it fhould become a
maxim, fhows but too grofsly the car.
ruptiuns of the times.
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47- I confefs I have heaxd the flile
of ¢ An ufeful knave,” but ever took
it to be a filly or a knavifh faying ; at
leaft an excufe for knavery-

48. I3 it as rcafonable to think a
whore makes the beft wife, as a knave
the beft officer.

49- Befades, employing knaves en-
courages knavery, inftead of punithing
it, and alienates the reward of virtue:
ar, at leaft, mufk make the world believe
the country yields not honeft men
enough, able ta ferve her.

50. Art thou a magiftrate? Prefer
fuch as have clean charafters where
they live ; and mcn of eftates to fecure
a juft difcharge of their trufts, that are
under no temptation to ftrain points
for a fortune : for fometimes fuch may
be found fooner than they are cm.-
ployed.

§1. Art thou a private man? Coa.
trat thy acquzintance in a marrow
compafs, and chufe thofe for the fub-
jeits of it that are men of principle;
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fuch as will make full ftops, where
honour will not lead them en; and’
that had rather bear the difgrace of
not being thorough-paced men, than
forfeit their peace and repu-ation by

a bafe compliance.

THe Wise MaAN.

52. The wife man governs himfelf
by the rcafon of his cafe, and becaufe
what he does is beft: beft, in a moral
and prudent, not a finifter, fenfe.

53. He propofes juft cuds, and em-
ploys the faireft aud moft probable
mcans and methods to attain them.

4. 'L hongh you caimnot always pe-
netrate his dcfign, or his rcafons for
it, yet you fhall cver fee his adtions
of a piece, and his pcrformance like
a workman: they will bear the touch
of wifdom and bonour, as oftem as
they are tiied.

55. He fcorns to ferve himfelf by
indireét means, or to be an interloper
in govermment; fince juft cnterprizes
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never want any unjuft. ways to. make
them fucceed. -

56. To do evil that goed may come
of it is for bunglers, in politicks as.
as well as morals.

57. Like thofe furgeons that will cut.
off an arm they cannot cure, to hide
their ignorance and fave their credit.

58. The wife man is cautious, but
not cunning ; judicious, but not crafty ;
making virtue the meafure of. ufing his
excellent underftanding in the condudét
of his life.

59. The wife man is equal, ready,
but not ofticious; has in every thing
an eye to fure-footing; he offends no
body, nor is eafily offended; and is
always willing to compound for wrongs,
“ if not forgive them.

6o. He is never captious, nor criti.
cal; hates banter and jefts; he may be
pleafant, but not light; he never deals
but in fubftantial ware, and leaves the
reft for the toy-pates, (or fhops) of the
world ; which are fo far from being
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his bufinefs, that they are not fo much
as his diverfion.

61. He is always for fome folid good
civil or moral: as to make his country
more virtaous, preferve her peace and
liberty, cmploy her poor, improve
land, advance trade, fupprefs vice,
encourage mduftry, and all mechanick
‘knowledge ; and that they fhould be
the care of the governmert, and the
blefling and praife of the pcople. |

62. To coaclude, he is juft, and fears ,
God, hates covetoufiefs, and efchews
evil, and loves his ncighbour as him-

felf.
OF THE GOVERNMFNT OF THOUGHTS.

63. Man being made a reafonable
and fo a thinking creature, there is
nothing more worthy of his being than
the right direftion and employment
of his thoughts: fince upon this de.
pends both his ufcfulnefs to the pub.
lick, and his own prefent and future
benefit in all refpeéts.
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64. The confideration of this has
often obliged mie to lamnent the un.
happmefs of mankind, thatr, through
toc great 2 mixture and confufion of
thoughts, have hardly been able to
make = right or wature judgwent of
things.

65. To this is owing the various
uncertainty and confufion we fee in
the world, and the intemperate zcal
that occafions them.

66. To this, aifo, 13 te be attributed
the imperfeét knowledge we have of
things, and the {low progrefs we make
in attaining to a better . like the chil.
dren of [lrael, that were forty years
upon their journcy from Egypt tv Ca-
naan, which might have been per-
formed in lefs than one.

67. In finc, it is 1o this that we
ought to afaibe, if aot all, at leaft
moit of the infelicities we labour un-
der.

68. Clcar, therefore, thy head, and
cally anc manage thy thoughts rightly,
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and thon wilt fave time, and fee and

do thy bufinefs well : for thy judgment

will be diftinét, thy mind free, and thy
faculties ftrong and regular. |

69. Always rcmembcr to bound thy
thoughts to the prefent occafion.

7o. If it be thy religious duty, fuffer
nothing elfe to fhare in them. And if

any civil or temporal affair, obferve the

fame caution, and thou wilt be a whole
man to everv thing, and do twice the
bufinefs in the fame time.

71. If any point 6ver labours thy
mind, divert and relieve it by fome
other fubject, of a more f{enfible or 1na-
nual nature, rather than what may af-
fect the uwuderftanding : for this were
to writc one thing upon another, which
tlots out our former impreflions, or ren.
ders thewn illegible.

72. They that are leaft divided in
their care, always give the beft account
of their bufinefs.

73+ As, therefore, thou art alwaysto

M
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purfue the prefent fubjed@ till thou haft
maftered it, fo if it fall out that thou
haft more affairs than one upon thy
" hand, be fure to prefer that which is
of moft moment, and will leaft wait thy
leifure.

74. He that judges not well of the
importance of his affairs, thovgh he may
be always bufy, muit make but a finall
progrefs.

75- But make not more bufinefs ne-
ceflary than is fo; and rather leflen
than augment work for thyf«If,

76. Nor yet be over-eager in purfuit
of any thing ; for the mercarial teo oft-
cn happen to leave judgment behind
them, und fomnetimes 1ake work for
repentance.

27. He that over.runs his bufinefs,
leaves it for him that fcllows more lei-
furely to take it up: which has often
proved a profitable harveft to them that
neser fuwed. |

73- It is the advantage that fiower
tempers have upon the men of lively
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parts, that though they do not lead,
" they will follow well, and glean clean.

79. Upon the whole matter, employ
thy tlioaghts as thy bufinefs requires,
and let that have place according to
merit and urgency, giving cvery thing
a review and due digeftion; and thou
wilt prevent many errors and vexations,
as well as fave much time to thyfclf in

the courfe of thy life.
OF Exvy.

8o. It is the mark of ill-nature, to
leflen good adtions, aund aggravate ill
ones.

81. Some men do as much begrudge
nthers a good name, 2s they want one
themfelves: and perhaps that is the

reafon of it.

82. But certainly they are in the
wrong that can think they are Ieflened,
becaunfe others have their due,

83. Such people generally have lefs
merit than ambition, that covet the re.

M2
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ward of other men’s; and, to be fure,
a very ill nature, that wiil rather rob
others of their due, than allow them
their praife.

84. It is more an error of our will
than our jndgment : for we know it te
be an effr:t of eur paflicn, not our rea.
fon; aud therefore we are the more
culpuble in our partial eftimates.

85. It is as envious as unjuft, to un-
der-rate another’s aftious, where their
intrinfick worth recommends them to
ditengaged minds.

86. Nothing fhews mors the folly, as
well as fraud of man, than clipping
aerit and reputation.

- 87. And as fome men think it an
alloy to themf{clves, that others have
their right ; fo they know no end of
piliering, to raife their own credit.

88. This envy is the child of pride;
aud mif.gives rather than mif-takes.

89. It will have charity to e oftenta-
tion ; fobriety, covetoufnefs; humili-
ty, craft ; bounty, popularity. In fhort,
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virtue muft be defign, and religion on.
ly intereft. Nay, the beft of qualities
muft not pafs without a but to alloy
their merit, and abate their praife. Ba.
feft of tempers! and they that have i,
the worft of men. .

go. But juft and noble ivinds rejoice
in other men’s fuccefs, and help to aug-
ment their praife.

91. And, indced, they are not with.
out a love 10 virtue, that take a fatif-
faction in fecing her rewarded; and
fuch deferve to fhare her character,
that do abhor to leflen it.

Or ManN’s Li1FE.

92. Why is man lefs durable than
the works of his hands, but becaufe
this is not the place of his reft.

93. And icis a great and juft reproach
upon him, that he fhould fix his mind

where he cannot ftay himnfelf.
94. Were it not more his wifdom to

be concerned about thofe works that

M 3
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will go with him, and ercét a inaufion
for him, where time has power neizh-r
over him nor it ?

95- It is a fad thing for a man {o oft-
en to mifs his way to his beﬁ as well
#s moft lafting, home.

OF AMBITION.

96. They that foar too high, often
fall hard ; which makes a low and level
dwelling preferable.

97+ The talleft trees are moft in the
power of the winds ; and ambitious men
of the blafts of fortunc.

08. They are moft feen and obferved,
and moft envied ; leaft quiet, but moft
talked of, and not often to their advan-
tage.

03 Thofe builders had reed of a
wood foundatios, that lie fo much ex-
pofed to weather.

100. Good works are a rock that will
fupport their credit; but ill ones,, a
fandy foundation, that yiclds to cala-
mities.,
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101. And truly they ought to expect
0o pity in their fall, who, when in
power, had no bowels for the unhappy.

102. The worft of diftempers ; always
craving and thirfty, reftle{s aud hated;
a perfe®t deliriwm in the mind ; infuf-
ferable in fuccefs, and in difappoint.-
ments moft revengeful.

OF PRA1SEOR APPLAUSK

103. We are apt to love praife, but
not to deferve it.

104. But if we would deferve it, we
muft 15ve virtue more than that.

105. As there is no paffion in us foon-
cr moved, or wmere deceivable, fo, for
that reaf{on, there is none over which
we onght to be more watchful, whether
we give or reccive it: for if we give it,
we muft be fure to mean i, and mea-
fure it too.

106. If we ave penurious, it fhows
culation ; if we exceed, flattery.

107. Good meafure belongs to good
actions; viore locks naufcous, as well as
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infincere : befides, it is perfecuting the
meritorious, who is out of countenance
to hear what he deferves.

108. Ir is much eafier for him to me-
rit applaufe, than hear of it: and he
never doubts himfelt more, or the per-
fon that gives it, than when he hears
{fo wuch of it.

109. But, to fay true, there need
not many cavtions on this hand; fince
the world is rarely juft enough to the
deferving.

110. However, we cannot be too cir-
cumfpect how we receive praife: for
if we contemplate ourfelves in a falfe
glafs; we are furc to be miftaken about
our dues: and becaufe we are too apt
to believe what is pleafing, rather than
what istrue, wec may be too ecafily
fwelled beyond our juft proportion, by
the windy complinents of men.

111. Make ever, therefore, allowan.
ces for what is faid on fuch occafions ;
or thou expofelt, as well as deceiveft
thyfelf, o

e
e e
e e
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112. For an over-valiie of ourfelves,
gives us but a dangerous {ecurity in ma-
ny refpedts.

113. We expeét more than belongs
to us; take all that is given us, though
never meant us 3 and fall out with thofe
that are not fo full of us as we are of
ourfelves.

114. Infhort,itis a paffion thar abu.
{fes our judgment, and makes us both
unfafc and ridiculous.

115. Be not fond, therefore, of praife ;
but feek virtue thatlcads to it.

116. And yet no more leflen or dif-
feinble thy merit, than over-rate it:
for, though humility be a virtue, an af-
fected one is none.

OfF CoONDUCT IX SPEECH.

117. Inquire oftem, but judge rarely,
and thon wilt not often be miftaken.

118. It is fufer to learn than to teach;
and he who conccals his opinion has
nothing to anfwer for.
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119. Vanity or refentment often en-
gage us, and it is two to one but we
comne off lofers; for one fhews a want
of judgment and humility, as the other
does of temper and difcretion.

120. Not that I adinire the referved;
for they are next to unnatural that are
not connmunicable. But ifrefervednefs
be at any time a virtue, itis inthrcngs,
or ill company. '

121. Beware alfo of affectation in
fpeech: it often wrongs matter, and
ever fhiows a blind fide.

122. Spcak properly, and in as few
words as you can, but always plainly :
for the end of'ipeech is not oftentaiion,
but to be underftood.

123. They that affe& words more
than matter will dry up that little they
have.

124. Senfe never fails to give them
that have it, words cnough to make
them underfloed.

125. Butit too often happensin foine
comverfations, as in apothecaries. fhops;
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that thofe pots that arc empty, or have
things of finall value in them, are as
gaudily drefled and flourifhed as thofe
that are full of precious drugs.

126. This labouriag of ilicht matter
with flourithed turns of expreflion is
fulfome ; and worfe than the modern
imitation of tapeitry, and Eaft.India
goods, in ituffs and lineirs. In fhort, it
is but taudry talk, and next to very
trafh.

UNION OF FRIENDS.

é

127. They thatlove beyond the world
cannot be feparated by it.

128. Decath caunot kill what never
dics.

1:5. Nor can fpirits ever be divided,
that love and live in the famme divine
principle, the root and record, of their
frieudinip.

130. If abfence be not death, ncither
iz theirs.

151. Death is but crofling the world,

—_—
——————— .
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as friends do the feas; they live in one
another ftill.

132. For they muft needs be prefent
that love and live in that which is om.
niprefent.

133. Inthis divine glafs they fee face
to face; and their converfe is free, as
well as pure.

134. T'his is the comfort of friends,
that though they may be faid to die,
yet their friendfhip and fociety are, im
the beft fenfe, ever prefent, becaufe
immortal.

OF BEING EASY IN Li1VviNog.

136. Itis an happinefs to be delivered
from a curions mind, as well as from a
dainty palate.

136. Forit is not only a troublefome
but flavifh thing to be nice.

137. T hey narrow their own freedom
and comforts, that make fo much requi-
fite to enjoy tiiem.

138. To be eafly in livng is much of
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the pleafure oflife; bnt difficult tem-
pers will always want it. ¥
139. A carclefs and hnmely breedmo

is therefore preferable to one nice and
delicate. 4y

140. And he that is taught to hve’
upon little, owes more to his father’s
wifdom, than he that has a great deal
left him, does to his fathei’s care.

141. Children cannot well be too
hardily bred: for befides that it fits
them to bear the rougheft providences,
it is more active and healthy.

142. Nay, itis certain, that the li-
Lerty of the mind isnightily preferved
by iv; for fo it is ferved, inttead of be-
ing a fervant, indeed a flave, to fen-
fual delicacies.

143- As nature is foon anfwered, f{o
are fuch fatisfied.

144. The memory of the ancientsis
hardly in any thing more to be celebra-
tect, than in a ftriét and ufeful inflituti-
on of youti.
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145. By labour they prevented lux.

ury #n their ydang people, till wifdom
and philofophy had taught them tore.
fitt and defpife it.
146, It muft be therefore a grofs
@bt to ftrive fo hard for the pleg-
fure of our bodies, and be fo infenfible
and carclefs of the freedom of our
fouls.

OF MaN’s INCONSIDERATENESS
AND PARTIALITY.

147. It is very obfervable, if our ci-
vil rights are invaded or encroached up-
on, ve are mightily touched, and fill
every place with our refentuicnt and
complaint ; while we fuffer ourfelves,
our better and nobler felves, to be
the property and vaffals of fin, the
worft of inveders.

148. In vuin do we expeét to be
delivered fron: fuch troubles, till we
are delivered from the caufe of “them,
our difobedience ro God.
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149. When he has his dues fromn
us, it will be time enough for him
to give us ours out of one another.

150. It is our great happinefs, if we
could underftand it, that we meet with
fuch checks in the career of our world.
ly enjoyments: left we fhould forget
the giver, adose the gift, and termi.
nate our felicity here, which is net
man’s ulthnate blifs. .

151. Our lofles are often made judg-
ments by our guilt, and mercies by our
repentance.

152. Befides, it argues great folly
in men to let their fatisfaction exceed
the true value of any temnporal mauzer :
for difappointments are not always 0
be mcafured by the lofs of the thing,
but the over-value we put upon ir.

153 And thus men improve their
own miferies, for want of an equxl
and juft eflimate of what they enjoy
or lofe. |

154. There lies a provifo upon eve-

N 2
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ry thing in this world, and we muft
obferve it at our own peril, viz. to
love God above all, and act for judg-
ment ; the laft I mean.

OF THE RULE oF JUDGING.

155. In all things reafon fhould pre-
vail : it is quite another thing to be
ftiff, than fteady in an opiniom.

156. This pay be reafonable, but
that is ever wilful.

157. In fuch cafes it always hap-
pens, that the clearer the argument,
the grcater the obftinacy, wherc the
defign is not to be convinced.

158. This is to valuc humour mnore
than truth, and prefer a fullen pride
to a rcafonable fubmiffion.

159. It is the glory of a man to vail
to truth; as it is the mark of a good
nature to be eafily intreated.

160. Beafts act by fenfe, man fhould
aét by reafon; clfe he is a greater
beaft than ever God made: and the
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proverb is verified, ¢ The corvuption
of the beft things is the worll and
moft offenfive.’

161. A reafonable opinion muft ever
be in danger where rcafon is not
judge.

162. Though there is a regmd due
to education, and the tradition of our
fathers,  truth will ever deferve, as
well as claim the preference.

163. If, like Theophilus and Timo-
thy, we have been brought up in the

knowledge of the beft things, it is our
advantage ; but neither they nor we

Iofe by uying the truth; for fo we
learn their, as weli as its, intrinfick
worth.

164. Truth never loft ground by in-
quiry ; becaufle fhe is, moft of all, rea-
{onable..

165. Nor can that need another au.
thority that is {elf.evident.

166. 1f my own reafon be on the
file of a principle, with what can L
difpute or withftand ic?

N3

|
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167. And if men would once confi.
der one another reafonably, they would
either reconcile their differcnces, or
maintain thein more amicably.

168. Let that, thercforc, be the
ftandard, that has moft to fay for it-
felf : though of that let every man be
judoe for himfelf.

169. Reafon, like the fun, is com-
mon to all: and it is for want of ex-
amining all by the fame light and nea-
furc, that we are not all of the fume
mind : for alJl have & to that end,
thougk all do not ufe it fo. |

Or FoORMALITY.

s=c. Form is good, but not forma-
iy,

;71. In the ufe of the beft of forms
there is too much of that, I fear.

172. It is abfolutely neceflary, that
this diftinétion fhould go aleng with
people in their devotion ; for too many
are apter to reft upon what they de,
than how thev do their Gury.
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175, If it were confidered, that it
is the frame of the mind rhar gives our
performances acceptance, we would
lay more ftrefs on owur inward prepa-
ration than our outward action.

OF THE MEAN NOTION WE HAVE
or Gob.

174. Nothing more fhews the low
coudition man is fallen into, than the
unfuitable notion we muft have of God,
by the ways we take to pleafe him.

175. As if it availed any thing to
him, that we performed fo many ce-
remonies and external forms of devo-
tion ; who never meant more by them,
than to try our obedience, and, through
them, to fhew us fomething more ex-
cellent and durable beyond them.

170. Dwoing while we are undoing
is oood for nothing. N

177. Of what benefit is it to fay our
prayers regularly, go 10 church, re.
ceive the facrament, and, may be, go
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to confeflions toc ; aye, feaft the prieft,
and give alins ro the poor; and yet lie,
fwear, curfe, be drunk, covetous, un-
clean, proud, revengeful, vain, or idle,
at the fame rtime.

178. Can une cexcufe or balance the
other! Or will God think himfelf well
ferved, where his law is vg;lated ? Or
well ufed, where there is fo much
more fhew than fubftance?

179. It is a moft dangerous crror,
for a man to think to excufe himfelf in
the breach of a moral duty, by a for-
mal performance of pofitive worfhip;
and lefs, when of huinan inveittion.

185. Our blefled Saviour moft right-
ly and clearly diftinguifhed and de-
termined this cafe, when he tcld the
Jews, ¢That they were his mother,
his brethren, and fifters, who did the
will of his Father.”

Or THE BDENEFIT oF JusTicE

18:. Juldice is a great fupport of
focicty, becaufe an infurance to all
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men of their property: this violated,
there is no fecurity ; which throws all
into confufion to recover it.

182. An honeft man is a faft "pledge
in dealing. A man is fure to have it,
if it be to be had. -

183. Many arc {o, merely of necefli-
ty ; others not fo only for the fame
reafon ; b#t fuch an honeft man is
not to be thanked; and fuch a difho-
neft man is to be pi ied.

184. But he thet is difhoneft for
gain is nuxt to a robber, and to be
punifhed for exampl:,

185. And, indeed, there are few
dealers but what are faulty; which
makes trade difficult, 'nd a great tempt.-
ation to men of virtue.

186. It is not what they fhould, but
what they can, wet: faults or decays
muft be concealed, big words given
where they are not deferved, and the
ignorance or neceflity of the buyer j -
poied upon, for unjuft profit.

187. Thefe ure the men that keep
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their words for their ewn ﬁgénds; and
are only juft for fear of the magiftrate.
188. A politick rather than a moral
honefty ; a conftrained, not a chofen juf-
tice: according to the proverb, ¢ Pa.
‘tience per force, and thank you for
nothing.’
- 189. But of all injuftice, that is the
greateft that pafles under the name of
law. A cut-purfe in Weftminfter-Hall
exceeds ; for that advances injuftice

to oppreflion, where law is alledged
for that which it fhould punifh.

Or JEALOUSY.

1go. The jealous are troublefome to
otbers, bat a torment to themfelves.

191. Jealoufy is a kind of civil war
in the foul, where judgment and ima-.
gination are at perpetual jars.

192. This civil diffenfion in the mind,
like that of the body politick, comi.-
mits great diforders, and lays all wafte.

193. Nothing ftands fafe in its way :
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nature, invdreft, religion, muft yxe}d
to its fury.

194. It violates contraéts, diffolves
fociety, breaks wedlock, betrays friends

and neighbours: vo body is gsod, and
| every one is ciiber doing or deﬁgmno-
them a mifchief.

195« It has a venom that more or
lefs rankles where ever it bites: and as
it reports {ancies for faéts, {o it difturbs
its own houdc, as often as other folks.

196. Its iife is guilt or ill-nature
‘and by rcHlection it thinks its own
fa lis t¢ be other men’s: as he that
is over run with the jaundice takes
others to be yellow.

197- -\ jealous man only fees his own
{fpectrum when he looks upon other
men, and gives his charaéter in their’s.

OFr STATE.

198. 1 love fervice, but not ftate:
onc is ufeful, the other fuperfluous.
199. The trouble of this, as well as
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charge, is real ; but the advantage on-
ly immaginary. ‘

200. Befides, it helps to fet us up
above onrfclves, and augments our
temptatio~ to diforder. -

201. The leaft thing out of joint, or
omitted, makes us uncafy; and we
are ready to think ourfelves ill ferved
about that which is of no real fervice
at all; or fo much berter than other
men, as we have the means of greater
ftare.

202. But this is all for want of wif-
doi, whicl: carries the trueft and moft
forcible ftate along wirth it.

203. He thatmakes not himfelf cheap
by indifcreet converfation, puts value
enough upon himfelf ¢very where.

204. The other is rather pageantry
than ftate.

OF A GOooOD SERVANT.

205. A true, and a good fervant, are
the {ame thing.
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206. But no fervant is tfue to his
mafter that defrauds hin.

207. Now there are many ways of
defrauding a mafter, as, of time, care,
pains, refpect, and reputation, as well
4s money.

208. He that neglets his work robs
his mafter, fince he is fed and paid as
if he did his beft : and he that is not
as diligent in the abfence as in the
prefence of his mafler, cannot be a
true fervant,

209. Nor is he a true fervant that
buys dear to fhare in the profit with
the feller.

210. Nor yet he that tells tales
without-doors; or deals bafely, in his
mafter’s name, with other pcople; or
connives at other’s loiterings, walftings,
or difhonourable refletions.

211. So that a true fervant is dili-
oent, fecret, and refpectful : more
tender of his mafter’s honour and in.
tereft, than of his own profit.

112. Such a fervant deferves well;

O




140 REFLEECTIONS AND MAXIMS.

and, if medeft under his meris, fhould
liberally feel it at his mafter’s hand.

OF AN IMMODERATE PURSUIT
OF THE WORLD. |

213. It fhews a depraved ftate of
mind, to cark and care for that which
one does not need.

214. Some are as eager to be rich,
as ever they were tolive: for fuper.
fluity, as for fubfiftence.

215. But that plenty fhould augment
covetoufnefs, is a perverfion of pro.
vidence ; and yet the generality are
the worfe for their riches. ‘

216 But it is ftrange, that old men
fhould excel; for generally money lies
neareft them, that are neareft their
graves ; as if they would augment
their love, in proportion to the little
time they have left to enjoy it: and
yet their pleafure is without enjoy-
ment, fince none enjoy what they do

aot ufe.
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217. So that inftead of learning to
leavc their great weéalth eafily, they
bold it the fafter, becaufe they muft
leave it: fo fordid is the temper of
{fome men.

218. Where charity kceps pace with
gain, induftry is blefled: but to flave
to get, and keep it fordidly, is a fin,
againft providence, a vice in govern-
ment, and an injury to their neigh.
bours. L

219. Such as they, fpend not onc.
fifth of their income ; and, it may be,
give not one-tenth of what they fpend
to the ncedy. |

220. This is the worft fort of idol-
atry, becaufe there can be no religion
in it, nor ignorance pleaded in excufe
of it; and that it wrongs other folks
that ought to fhare therein.

OF THE INTEREST oF THE PUBLICK
IN OUR ESTATES.

221. Hardly any thing is given us

for ourfelves, bat the publick may
Ot
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claiin a fhare with us. But of all we
call ours, we are moft accountable to
God, and the publick, for our eftaves:
in this we are but ftewards; and to
koard up all to ourfelves is great in-
juftice, as well as ingratitude.

222. If all men were fo far tenants
to the publick, that the fuperfluities
of gain and expence were applied ta
the cxigencies thereof, it would put
an’end to taxes, leave not a beggar,
and make the greateft bank for nation-
al trade in Europe. |

223. It is a judgment upon us, as
well as weaknefs, though we will nog
fee it, to begin at the wrong end.

224. If the taxes we give are not to
maintain pride, I am fure there would
be lefs, if pride were made a tax to
the government.

225. I confefs I have wondered that
fo many lawful and ufeful things are
excifed by laws, and pride left to
reign free over them and the publick.

226, DBut, fince people are more
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afraid of the laws of man than of God,
becaufe their punifhment {eems to be
neareft, I know ner hew magiltrates
can be excufed in their fuffering fuch
excefs with impunity.

227. Our noble Englifh patriarchs,
as well as patriots, were fo fenfible
of this evil, that they made feveral
excellent laws, coinmonly called {ump-
tuary, to forbid, at leait limitr, the
pride of the people ; and, becaufe
the execution of them would be our
intereft and honour, their neglect muit
be our juft reproach and lofs.

228. It is but icafomable that the
punifhment of pride a:d excefs fhould
help to {upport the government; fince
it muft otherwife inevitably bc -uined
by them. |

229. Bus fome fay, ¢It ruins trade,
and will muke the poor burdenfome
to the publick;’ butif €uch trade, in
confequence, ruins the kingdom, is it
not time to rwin that trade? Is mode-

O3
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ration no part of our duty, and is tem-
perance an enemy to government.

230. He is a Judas, that will get
maney by any thing.

231. 'To wink at a trade that effe-
min:tes the people, and invades the
ancient difcipline of the kingdom, is
a crime capital, and to be feverely
punithed, inftead of being ekcufed,
by the magiftrate.

232. Is there vo better employment
for the poor than luxury? Miferable
nation !

233- What did they before they
fcll into thefe forbidden methods? Is
there not land enough in England to
cultivate, and more and betier manu-
faltures to be made?

234. Have we no room for them in
our plantations, abourt things that may
augment trade, without luxury?

235, In thort, let pride pay, and
excels be well excifed: and if that
will not cure the people, it will help
to keep the kingdom.
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THE VAairx MaN.

'236. But a vain man is a naufeous
creature : he is (o full of himfelf, that
he has no room for any thing elfe, ke
it ever fo good or deferving.

237. It is I, at every turn, that does
this, or can do that. And as he abounds
in his comparifons, fo he is fure to give
himfelf the better of every body elfe;
according to the proverb, ¢All his
geefc are fwans.”

238. They are certainly to be pitied
that can be fo much miftaken at home.

239. And yet I bhave fometimes
thought, that fuch people are, in a fort,
happy, that nothing can put out of
ccuntenance with themfelves, though
they neither have nor merit other peo-
Fle’s.

240. But, at the fame time, onc
would wender they fhould not fu=i the
blows they give themfelves, or get from

thers, for this intolerable and ridica-
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lous temper ; nor fhew any concern at
- that, which makes others blufh for, as
as well as at them ; viz. their unreafon-
able affurance. /

241. To be 2 man’s own fool is bad
enough ; but the vain man is every bo-
dy’s. | -

242. This filly difpofition comes of
a mixture of ignorance, confidence, and
pride : and as there is more or lefs of
the laft, o it is more or lefs offenfive,
or entertaining.

243. And yet, perhaps, the worst
part of thig'vanity isits unteachablenefs.
Tell it any thing, and it has known it
long ago ; and out-runs information and
inftruction, or elfe prondly puffs at it.

244. Whereasthe greateft underitand.
ings doubt moft, are readieft to 1carn,
and leaft pleafed with themfeives; chis,.
with nobody clfe.

245. For though they #und on high-
er ground, and fo {ece firther than
their neighboars, they are yct humbled
bv their profpeét, fiace it thews them.
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fomething fo much higher, and above
their reach.

246.  And traly then it is that fenfe
thines with the greateft beaunty, whep
it is fet in humility.

247. An huinble able man is a jewel
worth 2 kingdom : it is often faved by
him, as Solomon’s poor wife man did
the city.

248. May we have more of them, or
iefs need of them.

THE CONFORMIST.

249. It i3 12afonable to concur, where
confcience does not forbid a compli-
ance ; for conformity is at leaft a civil
virtue.

250. But we (hould only prefs it in
necefla-ies ; the relt may prove a fnare
or temptation to break fociety.

251. But, above all, it is a weaknefs
in religion and government, where it is
carried to things of an indifferent na-
tyre ; fince, befides that it makes way
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fer fcruples, liberty is always the price
of it. |

252. Such confermifts have little to
boaft of, and therefore the l¢fs reafon to
reproach others that have more latitude.

453, And yet the latitudirarian that
I love, is one that is only fo in charity :
for the freedow I recommznd is no
{cepticifm in judgment, and much lefs
fo in pradtice.

THE OBLIGATIONS OF GREAT
Menx To ALMIicuTY GoOD.

2¢4. It feems but reafonable that
thofe wiiom God has diftinguifhed from
others by his goodmefs, fhwnld diftin-
guifh themnfelves to him by their grati-
tude.
255+ For though he has made of one
blood all nations, he has not ranged or
dignified thein upon the level, bur in
a fort of fubordination and dependuncy.
5 50. If we look upwards, we find it in
ia the heavens, where the planets have
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their feveral degrees of glory; amd fo
the other ftars, of mnagnitude and luftre.

257. If we look upon the earth, we
fee it among the trees of the woed,
from the cedar to the bramble ; among
the fifhes, {rom the leviathan to the
fprat; in the air, among the birds, from
the eagle to the {parrow ; among the
beafts, from thc lion to the cat; and
among manki nd, frem the king to the
fcavemger.

258. Qur great mnen, doubtlefs, were
defigned, by the wife framer of the
world, for our religious, moral, and
politick planets; for lights and directi-
ons to the lower ranks of the numerous
company of their ewn kind, both in
precepts and examples; and they are
well paid for their pains too, who have
the hanor and fervice of their fellow-
creatures, and the marrow and fat of
the earth for their fhare.

259. But is it not a moft unaccounta.
ble folly, that men fhould be proud of
the providences that fhould humble
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them ; orthink the better of themnfelves,
inftead of him that raifed them fo much
above the level; or of being {o in their
lives, in return of his extraordinary fa.
vours ?

260. But it is but too near a-kin to us,
to think no farther than ourfelves, ei.
ther in the acquifition, or ufe, of our
wealth and greamefs: when, alas!
they are the preferments of heaven, to
try our wifdom, bounty, and gratitude.

261. Itis a dangerous perverfion of
the end of providence, to confume the
time, power, and wealth, he has given
us above other men, to gratity our for.
did paffions, inftead of playing the
good ftewards, to the honor of our
great benefator, and the good of our
fellow-creatures.

262. But & is an injuftice too; fince
thofe higher ranks of men are but the
trufltees of heaven, for the benefit of
lefler mortals : who, as minors, arc in-
titled to all their carc and provifion.
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263. For though Geod bas dignified
fome men above their brethren, it ne-
ver was to ferve their pleafures; but
that they might take pleafure to ferve
the publick.

264. For this caufe, doubtlefs, it
was that they were raifed above ne-
ceflity, or any trouble to live, that
they might have more time and abili-
ty to care for others: and it is certain,
where that ufe is not made of the
bounties of providence, they are em-
bezzled and waifted. |

265. It has often ftruck mie with a
ferious refletion, when I have obferv.
ed the great inequality of the wor ./
that oene man fhould have fuch num-
 bers of his fellow-creatures to wait
upon him, who have fouls tu be faved
as well as he; and this not for bufi-
nefs, but ftate. Certainly a poor em.
ployment of his money, and a worfe
of thcir time.

266. But that any one man fhould

P
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make woik for fo many, or rather
keep them from work to make up a
train, has a levity or luxury in it very
reprovable, both in religion and ge.
vernment.

267. But even in allowable fervices,
it has an humbling confideration, and
what fhould raife the thankfulnefs of
the great men to him who that fo
much bettered their cireumftances;
and moderate the ufe of their domi.
nion over thofe of their own kind.

268. When the poor Indians hear
us call any of our family by the name
of fervants, they ery out, ¢What!
call brethiren fervant ! we call our
dogs: fervants, but never men.” The
moral certainly can do us no harm,
but may inftrut us to abate our height,
and narrow our ftate and attendance.

269. And what has been faid of thein
excefs may, in fome meafure, be ap-
plied to other branches of luxury, that
fet ill examples to the lefler world,
and rob the needy of their penfions.
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270, God Almighty touch the hearts
of our grandees with a fenfe of his
diftinguifhed goodnefs, and the true
end of it; that they may better dif.
tinguith themfclves in their condud,
to the glory of him that has thus li-
berally preferred them, and to the
benefit of their fcllow-creatures!

OF REFINING UPON OTHER MEN’S
ACTIONS OR INTERESTS.

271. This fcems to be the mafter.
piece of our politicians; but no body
fhoots more at random than thofe re-
. finers.

272. A perfeét lottery, and mcre
hazard! fince the true fpring of the
actions of men is as invifible as their
hearts; and fo are their thoughts too
of their feveral interefts.

273. He that judges of other men
by himfelf does not always hit the
mark : becaufe all men have not the
{ime capacity, nor paffionsin intereft.

P2
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‘a7 If an able man refines upon the
proccedings of an ordinary capacity,
according to his own, he muft ever
mifs it: but much more the ordinary
man, when he fhall pretend to fpecu-
late the motives to the able man’s ac-
tions : for the able man deczives him-
felf by making the other wiler than
he i1s in the reafon of his condudt;
and the ordinary man makes himfelf
fo, in prefuming to judge of the rea-
fons of the abler man’s altions.

275. It is, infhort, a woud, a maze;
and of nothing ure We mers anceyrain,
nor inany thing do w: oftener befool
ourfelves.

276, The mifchiefs are many that
follow this humour, and dangcrous;
for men wifguide themfelves, aét apon
falfe mca('m'cs, and meet frequeuntly
with milchicvous difappeintments.

277. It excludes zll cenfidence in
commerce ; allows of no fuch thing
as a principle in pradlice ; fuppofes
cvery nian to aét upon ether reafons
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than what appear; and that there is
no fuch thing as uprightnefs or fince-

rity amnong mankind : a trick, inftead
of truth.

278. Neither allowing nature, or
religion, but fome worldly turn or ad-
vantage, to be the true, the hidden
motive of all men.

279. It is hard to exprefs its unchas
ritablenefs, as well as uncertainty ;
and has more of vanity than benefit
in it.

28o. This foolifh quality gives a
large field ; but let what I have faid,
ferve for this time.

OFr CHARITY.

281. Charity has various fenfes, but
is excellent in all of them.

282. It imports, iirft, the commife-
ration of the poor and unhappy of
mankind, and extends an helping-
hand to mmend their condition,

283, They that feel nothing of this

P 3
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are, at beft, not above half of kin te
human race; fince they muft have no
bowels, which makes fuch an eflen-
tial part therecef, who have no more
nature.

284. A man! and yet not have the
feeling of the wants or nceds of his
own tlefh and blood! a monfter ra-
ther! and may he never be fuffered
to propagate fuch an unnatural ftock
in the world !

285. Such an uncharitablenefs {poils
~the beft gains; and two to one but it
entails a curfe upon the pofleflors.

286. Nor can we expect to be heard
of God in our prayers, that turn the
deaf ear to che petitions of the dif-
trefled amongft our fellow.creatures.

287. God f{ends the poor to try us;
as well as he tries them by being
fuch: and he that refufes them a lit-
tle, out of the great decal that God
has given him, lays up poverty in
ftore for his own pofterity.

288. I will not fay thefe works are
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meritorious, but I dare fay they are
acceptable, and go mnot without their
reward ; though, to humble usin our
fulnefs, and liberality too, we only
give what is given us to give, as well
as to ufe: for if we ourfelves are not
our own, lefs is that fo which God
has intrufted us with.

289. Nex*, charity makes the beft
conftruétion of things and perfons ; and
is {o far from becing an cvil {py, a
back-biter, or a detradtor, that it ex-
cufes weaknefs, extenuates mifcarri-
ages, makes the beft of every thing,
forgives every body, ferves all, and
hopes to the end.

290. 1t moderates exiremes, is al-
wavs for expedients, labours to ac.
commodate differences, and had ra-
ther fuffer than revenge : and is fo
far from exalting the utmoft farthing,
that it had rather lofe, than feek its
own violently.

291. As it alts freely, fo zealoufiv

1]
‘.
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too; but it is always to 2o ycod, for
it hurts no-body. |

~ 202. Anuniver{al remedy agzainft dif.
cord, and an holy cement for mankind.

293. And laltly, it is love to God
and th: brethren, which raites the
foul abouve all worldly confiderations ;
and as it gives a tafte of heaven upon
carth, fo it is heaven, in the fulnefs
of it, to the truly charitable here.

294. This is the nobleft fenfe cha.
rity has: after which all fhould prefs,
as that ¢ more cxcellent way.”

205. Nay, moft excellent: for as
faith. hope, a1 d charity, swere the
more excellent vway that the great a-
poitle difcovered to the Chriftians ;
(too apt to ftick in outward gifts and
chusch performances) o, of that ber.
ter way, he preferred cherity as the
beft part, becaufe it would outlaft the
reit, and abide for cver.

296, Wherc{orc a man can pever be
2 trauc and good Chiiltian witheut cha-
vitv, even i the lowdl fonfe of 7
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and yet he may have that part thereof,
and {till be none of the apeftle’s true

Chriftian : fince he tells us, ¢ That

though we fhould give all our goods to
the poor, and want charity (in her
other and higher fenfes) it would pro-
fit us nothing.”

297. Nay, ¢ Though we had all
tongues, all knowledge, and even gifts
of prophecy, and were preachers to
others, aye, and had zeal eneugh to
give our bodies to be burned; yet if
we wanted charity, it would not avail
us for falvatiop.”

298. It feems it was his (and indeed
ought to be our) ¢ Unum neceflariam,”
or the ¢ One thing needful ;”” which
our Saviour attributed to Mary, in
preference to her fifter Martha, that
{feems not to have wanted the lefler
parts of charity.

299 Would to God this divine vira
tue were more implanted and diffufed
among mankind, the pretenders to
Chriftianity efpecially : and we fhould

- 
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. certainly mind piety more than con.
.. troverfy ; and exercife love and comn-
. paflion, inftead of cenfuring and per-
fecuting one another, in any inanner
whatfoever.

¥FINI1S
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