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SEPULCHRUM haud pulchrum pulchral femmal is an in-

congruity not peculiar to Gruter. But departed genius, as
el ‘as- departed beauty, claims a master’s hand; the one in the

sculptor, the other in the biographer. Yet it has too often been
-the misfortune of both to have their memories consigned to humble
'ifnends and unskilful, though flattering, artists.

- Paley was among the few gifted men of the present age who
=have merited an ‘umion of talent and affection in the man that
-shonld undertaké- to deliver their lives and characters to posterity.
‘Such; moreover, and so intimate had long been his connexion with
‘one famlly eminently qualified for the purpose, that, after his de-
“cease, the public naturally looked with some de«ree of hope and
expectation to that quarter. But the reserve of hltrh rank, and the
engagements of a laborious profession may be supposed to have
prevented the exertions of one individual, while another and an
earlier friend, broken down by bad health, and expecting soon to
follow the subject of this memoir, could only cultivate in private
conversation, or in secret recollection, the memory of him whom
he most‘loved while living, and most venerated when dead.

- Dr. John Law was one of those accomplished Englishmen-who
have been transplanted from subordmate stations of competence,
and usefuluess in England, S
g ¢ To waste their sweetness on'the desert air;’
to spend their remaining days in the tumult of Hlberman ‘politics;
and, in the midst of bwotry and hatred, to exercise spiritual juris-
diction over a clergy ‘without 'congregations. Suchhas been the
lot, such indeed the reward of ﬂl-_]udwmg ambition in more tranquil
times: but this unfortunate prelate fell upon evil days as well as
evil tongues; and situated as he found himself, at its eruption, in
the very focus of the Irish rebellion, by an unhappv determination
not to quit a post in which his presence could have little efféct,
anxiety and- alarm laid the foundation of those comphcated dlseases
whlch hurried him to the grave.

-+ This event, and those which led to 1t, the publ:c have to deplore
on their own account as well as his; since the leisure and tranquil-
lity of Carlisle, from which he was transplanted, would probably
not only have prolonged his days, but produced that tribute to the
memory of his friend, which.-(without meaning any disrespect
to the present biographer) must be allowed to have fallen nto

very
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very ‘different hands:" for,: in additionto a manly and penetratmg
understandmg, a_severe integrity, and an erudition able not only to
domprehend the ‘attainments of -his” friend, ‘but to" assist ‘and
‘prémote his inquiries, there was in the temper and” manner of Dr.
John Law,; though the younger man of ‘the two, ‘someihing which,

without either effort or intention, in the earlier days of their fnend-
Shlp, acquired ‘and long maintained an hlgh ascendant over the
nind’ of Paley. Of the other "able and. intimate companions

of ‘his youth; some:were gone’ before, and the Test did not long -

survive him : 'so that the memory of Paley might, in the course’of,
a few years,’ have been preserved only in his ‘works, had ‘not the di-

ligence'and zeal of his present biographer exerted themselves, | before
itwas too. late, to collect many scattered' anecdotes which, with’
their present depositaries, would quickly have been no more, and:

out of these, assisted by his own recollections, . to embody suchi a

resemblance, as his skill would permit, of this extraordinary man."’
‘To. Mr. Meadley, therefore, we feel and acknowledge some
obhtratmn for, though'we could antécedently have wished the
task in other hands, yet before he seized it the undertaking ap-, -
peared to have become a derelict, and it 'is'no’ longer’ matter of
censure, or even of surprize, that he undertook-it; for it ought to.
be a nile of criticism, as it is of law; in every case to accept tha‘

best evidence which can be procured.

 * To thissecond edition of the work before us, (whxch on account -
of the ¢ enlargement’ it has received, gives us an opportunity of
completing the sketch which ‘we laid before the reader in a former
No.*) we have, asa whole, no very material objections: ‘the st)1e7
is not exceptionable ; the facts and dates are accurate; the writer’s "

apprehension of the character which he has undertaken to delmeate,

though somewhat faint, is usually right: while; with a becoming
mterest in the subject, his admiration is never excessive, his pane- t
gyric never disgusting. With all these merits, this' Life of Paley
as a man ‘of genius and originality not" surpassed in our days, lias_

one radical deficiency, which the’ writer could not help—an absence
of those magic touches of art which constitute the difference

between a dead ‘and living resemblance, between the tame though
faithful strokes of a moderate artist and the magic touches of a

Reynolds which - are able to draw intellect and passion out of
canvass, and appear almost to reanimate the dead. The political

" party, indeed, to which this writer belongs, have never been cele-
brated for such powers the faculty, however, of distorting and ._

misrepresenting, of seeing every object through their own coloured

medmm, of depreclatmg Cthe most generous acts and darkening the
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‘brightest characters, they have abundanﬂy lmparted to th!ll' pupll
Mr. Meadley. But.more:of this hereafter. ...

. William Paley, though mot.actially born in- the dlstnct of York-
shre called. Craven, ‘was descended of Craven parents,. and. trans-.
planted thither in his infancy, The inhabitants of this'rugged and’
remote tract have, like other mountaineers, a character more strong--

1y marked than their lowland neighbours,. from which Paley derived .

an early tincture, which no intercourse with:the world-ever wore.
off, -or produced an inclination to wear off. . With clear and shrewd,

_ understaudmgs, great ‘humour -and naivetd .in their conversation,-
fondness for old stories, rusticity oft¢n affected, and a dialect which -

helghtens and sets off every other pecuhanty, that country has’
produced many archetypes of " this estraordinary man,, though none:

- perhaps with equal powers of reasoning, or even invention, . ;.
In this congenial soil and climate, therefore, he appeared. less.;
, orlgmal less. ofa phenomenon than any where else. . But here too .

the unworn asperities of his manner, by exciting the least surprise;
gave the least offence, and here perhaps to the last day of - his life.
he most willingly reposed and found himself most at home.- The :

highest advancement in the church would, in this respect; bave had

no effect uron him. He was, and ever would have been,. what’
l

Llpsms called Vespasian,—homo subrusticus et vere, Sabinus, -

In his-education every thing seemed prepared and disposed.in .
order to demonstrate what some minds can do for- themselves.
From the school of his own obscure village, where little was

‘ taught, and that little far from well, he was sent to Cambridge to

contend with the polished sons of Eton and Westmiuster, and- thef

result was that he bore away one of the most. honourable prizes -
fiom them all. Here two of the three years allotted to a severe .

course of academical study were loitered away by Paley in un-.

connected and desultory reading. A third year of severe, apph-
cation placed. him above his competitors. :

“The Cambridge system .of study is a Jorcing system, whlch'
applying 1tself ?most wholly .to one subject, and being adapted.;

to minds of a single cast, frequently debilitates the understanding ..

through life, by the effort to produce a single fruitage. Paley was.
none of these sickly productions of toil and art: hus powers once

roused became spontaneously and abundantly. prolific, and the:

native fertility-of his mind, instead of bemg exhausted or lmpalred';

by a single.push, appeared to be invigorated by severe exertion.... .

- We are next to_contemplate him as a teacher and a guide, as

fe“ow and tutor of his college. Here he had the fortune to be .
associated with an admirable coad_]utor, M, John Law, in concert..
wuh whom he planned and executed a laborious and comprehen-’

-~ sive”
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“sive system of institution, supported by a.vigorous and spirited dxs-

cipline. This deserves to be remembered as one of the: last at-
tempts in that, and perhaps either University, to sustain or to revive
- the ancient tone of -authority, which was at once rough and affec-
tionate, peremptory and parental. - ¢ You do not treat me like a gen-

tleman,’ said a young. man to one-of these faithful: re%rovefs,‘.

in the new spirit which was just beginning to appear; ¢ Youdo
not treat me . like a-gentleman.” ¢ 1 never meant to do so,’was

the answer, ¢ but as ‘a boy under discipline.” We record this as'a

‘specimen: of the true temper' of an old tutor in an English univer-
sity before the spirit of gentlemanship had eaten out both authori-

ty and attachment, which are now succeeded by an intercourse be-
tween -the governors.and the governed, the teachers and the taught,
so perfectly elegant and well-bred, and at the same time so cool
and mutually indifferent, that it might seem as if the only object in
view was for the one party to maintain his popularity, and the

other his independence. How far the Universities have given way

to the general spirit of the times, or how far; by concession to
youthful encroachment, they have contributed to the lamentable
diffusion of that spirit through the kingdom, we shall not at present
inquire. 'Thus much, however, is certain, that its effects_ have

been equally perniciousin public-and domestic life; and even in’

the Umversities themselves what has been gained (or rather what

has not been lost) by the exchange? The tutor was more loved.
when he was more feared, and the pupil, instead of the liberty:
which he claiins, has, at the most dangerous period of life; become

* the slave of his own will and passions. .

¢ Di_ majorum animis tenuem etsine pondere terram,
Spirantesque rosas et in urha perpetuum ver,

Qui preceptorem sancto voluere parentis

Esse loco? ~ : » '

The following anecdote, which reflects the highest honour on
these two virtuous.and independent young men, shall be told, after
a short preface, in Mr. Meadley's words. About the time of a
great contest. for the 1igh Stewardship of the University, which is
i the recollection of many persons yet alive, the members of the

.....

Senate had ranged themselves under two noblemen of very oppo-
site characters, though both of great abilities. The partizans very
naturally resembled their respective patrons. . The leaders of the

former: party shall be naineless; of the latter, we mention with

honour that intrepid spirit ‘the present Bishop of Landaff.

-5 When,’ says our biographer, ¢ the hall of Christ’s College, which
‘had been promised -through the interest of Dr. Shepherd, was fitting up

for a henefit concert for Ximines, a Spanish musician, warmly patron-

ised by Lord Sandwich, Mr, Paley and Mr. Law peremptorily insis;led
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that tbe promlse sbould be recalled, unléss satlsfactory assumnce was
given that'a lady then living with his lordskip, and who had been open=
ly dlstnbutmg tickets, should not be permitted to- attend: At first the
senior tutor; who' was in habits of -intimacy with Lord Sandwich,” (&
vety reputable connexion for a divine and an institutor of youth,) ¢ ol
jected to the idea of excluding any lady from a publlc concert: but
afterwards when they urged that standing ‘in a public situation as the
-instrictors of youth, it was their duty to discountenance every sort of

immorality, and threatened to appeal to the Society in case of his refu-.

sa.l the assurance was given, and the arrangement suffered to proceed,’ . ’

“Beit remembered that of these two champions of morality and
decorum, the older was then no niore than twenty-eight!

It was about the same time, and by means of the same- early
connexion, that Mr. Paley was introduced as chaplain into thie fa-
mily of Dr. Law, then newly appointed- to the bishopric of Car:
' lxsle, who like other scholarlike men elevated-to_these high situa-
tions inthe decline of life, wanted an active and skllful coadjutor.
Neither party had reason to repent of this connexion. The chap-

lain lived in his patron’s family as an equal; their confidence was-

reciprocal; his services merited all which a see richer in patronage
than that of Carlisle could bestow, and they réceived from the li-
mited resources which it did afford more than his disinterested and
unambitious temper aspired to. Beside a series of parochial pre-
ferment of no great value, he became successively Prebendary of
the ‘Cathedral, and Archdeacon and Chancellor of the diocese.

~ ‘We stop the progress of the narrative for a inoment, in order tg-
notice, before they are left too far behind, some pamculars in the
“early character of Paley as a scholar and a writer. It is nota
little diverting that the first known composition of a man who

- never afterwards discovered. a- glimpse of poetical taste or ima- '

gination, should have been 4 Poem in the manner of Ossian. Had
we been assured that the first work of Mr. Gray had beer 2 solu-
tion of some mathematical problem in the Lady’s Diary, we

should scarcely have been more astonished. His- next perform—
ance, of which more than one copy appears. to be extant, is his
Prize dissertation, written when senior Bachelor of Arts, uhere, ina
style somewhat uncouth and rugged but with great vigour of
thought, and a promise’ of all his future excellence as a reasoner;

he supports the cause of the Epicurean phn]osophy, disencumbered .

by him with great skill from the load of calumny with whicliit had
been oppressed by its enemies, against the impracticable and
unnatural dogmata of Zero. - Of this- original -perforniance 'Mr.
Meadley has given a short specimen from. the couclus:on, to whlch

we shall subjoin the exordium. - - e
* Cum'e Graecia Jamdudum cesserit phllosopblg. atque sero admodum

apud.

Y
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- Epud nostros éxpetita lacertos tandem porrexisse videatur, utile profecto-

erit atque hmccertéloco accommodatum,dlsJecta philosophorum monu-:

' menta respicere eorumque itaconferre utilitates, ut habeamus aliguan-,

do quo lare et nos tutemur, et civitatem. . Quz quidem utilitatpm |
comparatlo eét’ quam contenuo cum jpsa per se sit fructuosa et fmgxfera,
tum maxime nostris eo studiis commendatur quod materiam hancce
veteres mtcgram omnind mtactamque rehquere. Quamdiu enim vi-,
guit Athenis phllosophxa, qulsque suz 'suntastricti dxscxplmae, eamq’ue
ad augendam totos Sese pemtusque tradidere’; inde propriis 'délectati
studiis, aliena‘aut omnind contempsere aut”parum’ studiose prosecuti’
sunt.. . Affectibus pland - preepediti .ad .dogmatd - drversarum scholamm
excutienda: ACCLSSETe; maglstros interea suos superstitiose venerantes,”:

“This"¢o osmon, n the ‘midst of ‘the diudgery of a school, to.
which the. tar nts"of * Pale 'had then’ been condemned, is sald to
have been the work of a fortmvht ‘but the matenals, of which there-
isa copious ‘suppellex in the uotes, ‘miust Have beén'the result'of long
and previous research. Paley had not yet' ‘begun to disdain a p’a;
rade of ancient ‘authiorities; but from this time, he employed him-
self much better in drawmg from'the stores of his own mind than'in_
borrowing the best sense of anthmty on moral subJects, far mfenor
for the most part to his'own. * .

¢ In the palpit,’ says his’ blocrapher of him, at the same perlod
¢he was less admired, his early discourses being verbose and florid,
a fault by no means rare in men of genius,- before they have ac-
qulred a’purer and’ more simple style. And again— If was pros
bab]y his “present ‘experience which led him afterwards to remark,

ifi reference to those who had two sermons to preach evéry w eek

that they had better steal one of them; for thouoh a sérmon oc-

cupied the preacher only about twenty minutes in the dehvery, it

took, or, ought to take hlm, more than half a week in the compo-
sition. And’ yet féw " men could compose more rapldly than hiim-

self.  He seems to have entertained a very low. opinion of ‘that’

kind of vapid declamation wlnch iinposes s0 much upon the multl—_
“tude.” And truly so'doés every man, even of ordinary taste or uns’

derstanding. ~ But, if Mr. Meadley wishes it to be understood that
thie earlier discourses of Paley partook of that ¢ vapid dec]amatlon
which" his better taste condemned, we must be a lowed to _dlﬂ"er
from him. Several of these dlSCOlll'SES are known to be extaiit ;

and more perhaps are remembered a3, deélivéred ‘from the pulpxt,

S & hey were indeed declamatory they certam]y wanted the close-"

wess and cogency of his.later compositions; but they were neither
verbose, nor florid, nor vapld they were the forcible and animated-
eﬁ'usmns of a young orator, who by a due’ seventy to hls own ]ux—
uriances was shortly to attain to excellerice.
It is only minds “of “great elasticity and vigor; consciotis’ of thér
“¥OL. IX. XO. XVJIL c¢ ability
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abilityto enlighten mankind; and aware of the- respousxblhty’tttache&’
togreat talents, which; after having quitted the great scefies of learn=
ing; contiifue-to pursue théir studles ‘for the, purpose ‘of ‘systémam-
mstructiod in “the’ country—Paley’ was' one of - thesé ;- ‘wherever
settled ‘or however employed, it was 1mpossxble for him ‘not to’-
observée ‘or reﬂect, ‘with such mtemal resources he wanted 10,
hbralj, and, with him, to COmpose Was as’ easy .as fo: converse. .
"The . series. of works wlnch a_retirement. of about -twenty years;-
produced is happily- well known to the public;: with them we have.
no . immediate . concern, and .Mr. . Meadley. might . have.. spared:
hiinself. the trouble :of analyzing their cqntents :-but some invidi-:
ous remarks on those splendxd rewards which his author merited for
his services in the cause of religion, and the’ spirit of rancour’ dis-,
played by him towards the memory of Mr. Pitt, whiose digposition -
towards: Dr. Paley he has ‘either’ mlsrepresented, or not, unﬂerstood,_;
call for correction and reprehension—And first, with Tespect to his
refusal of the mastershlp of Jesus College—¢ The whole of -his mo-
tives_for this refisal have never yet been clearly ascertained ; nor’
perhaps were_they fuﬂy communicated even to, his most mtunatef :
friends’ (here we ‘agree with the blographer)—‘ to one gentleman
indeed, he stated a conviction that he should be scarcely able to re-
main' a' single month in office’ (meaning probably the vicé-chan-
cellorship, which would have followed the other) ¢ without quarrel—_
ling with Mr., Pitt—Mr, Paley, who ‘Was no tlmeserver, seeins to”
have been unwilling to place himself in asifuation in which unwor-
thy compllances mloht be either expected or requlred .This is.a
foul libel ‘on the dead and the hvmg—on the minister ¢ and on the’
heads of houges—the first as an_haughty’ tyrant .the second as a’
set of unprmclpled and selfd mterested slaves. It is neither a duty
incumbent on ministers nor ‘men. t§' heap rewards on those who
thiart and oppose their measures ;. but mdependence and hostlllty,
are not convertlble terms, and in. that station we undertake to say,. -
that a man Tike Paley, with all his independence of spirit, wor d
hzive held 1o such ‘course, as'to debar him from prefernient. ‘Be-'
, sxdes, the surmise is negatxved by facts ; as it is well known that,
about the same time, a man of far less. ment and by prmaple as
well ; as connesion actively hostile to ‘the ‘court, was promoted by..
the crown to _the mastership of another college, with an’ express
reservation of his party and ‘his pnnclples. and ' the biographers
~ mmht héve known, that when Paley’s first-and best fnen Dﬁz;td of ,.
the refusa] lus observauon was, that he had ¢ missed a mxtre.
“"Dull’ and shallow men aré not always fit to, be; trusted with the
loose talk of  their betters; and. these words, if ever uttered at all,’
were probably spoken 1 in that caréless and Jocular manner s0 pelc,u-
. T |
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er and wlueh was sometxmessg;uméd to: lus dlS‘

Agam—-‘ It had lona been a reproach to: the cluef dlspensers of eccle-
siastical: patrnnage, ftbough certamly with: some: honourable exceptions,
that so comparatively small a: portion. of preferment;in a very: 0pulem:
ectablxshment had'been bestowed on;so deserving a divine. . The: minjss:
ters of the crown had neglected theé instructive morall,st and the beach.
of blshops seemed ‘almost, equally inattentive to the theologlan who had.
supphed so new and satlsfactory a demonstration of. the autbentnclty of,
the Epistles’ of St. Paul. “After the: pubhcatlon ‘of the Evidences of
Christianity, however, . any farther forbearance on the pait of ‘thé great’
€piscopal pitrons was scarcely possxble. ' Whatever “subordinate. dlﬂ'era \
‘ence of opinien: might be supposed - to' distinguish’ the creed of Pr. Paley
from:that of some: of his. more dignified brethren; his merit as a'defendef

' of the Christian Revelation was mdlsputable and too promment to be !

neglected-at so_criticdl a time - - RO

’,,

~ That'éxalted order are too much accustomed to obloquy to suf—
fer ‘thi¢mselves to be scared into. acts of b'ouiity 5 they are not, and
they ought not to be, the slaves of" popular opinion:; | but’ dxﬂ'ermo'
as they all did, from some subordinate tenets which Dr. Paleyy was.
kifown'or. suspected to hold, they, mamtamed a dignified’ reserve

towards him till his general semcesf to the cauge.of Revelatlon had

overborne every subordmate scruple, and. a,wéd éven blgon'y into

silence: “Four of the most illustrious prelatés of the Enullsh church,
-ta oné'alone'of whiom perhapslie was personally known, then spon-
fanéously interposed to. gild ‘the later days of such‘a man with the

sunshiine of their favour, ‘and ‘to enable lmn to close an acnve aud

nseful life'in ease and’ opulence. -

Al “this is the reéward to which Mr. Meadley thmks the beng-
factors” of “his friend entitled! their bounty, as' he would have it
bélieved; was diawn forth by a feeling of self-reproach and a con-
scioushess of having neglected transcendeut merit: the time was

~ éritical, ‘aid ‘any farther” mattention to the merits of Paley loht
hive: endanuered the establishment.—It were bettereveu that a man,
like Paley Were tieglected, than that ¢ the chief dxspenSers of ‘eccle-
siastical’ patronhge should once give way to such'a Spmtz et ‘the
prinéiple of toncession to popular -opinion bit be ‘cariied a-little*
farther, and their studies would be filled with libéls in the shape of"
petitions; “theit* houses would" be’ surrgunded by mobs clamouring

for ‘factious declalmers, and ' they “would be’ g longer masters’ of

théir- patronage or tifemselves. Tf _]udgment n selecting” be the-

first’ quahﬁcatmn of ‘a’ great’ patron, fortitude in refusmg is_the =

second. *Had: Dt Paley thoucrht on'. these occasions, with his

bibgraphier,‘he would ave ‘received the bounty of liis patrons in

- sullen sllencb n‘éy perhaps have’ told them that he owed it not to
" cecg 7 ) them

SRR

-

R

Xl

e

FES e o

Bty

mgas

A AR SR AL A N M A T R




- 388 Meadley’s Memoirs of iDr: Paley, =~ Jiiv)

them; but:to-himself, ‘or- at-least to the general ,sense of the nation
on his behalf. On the contrary, his expressions_of gratitude were
public;. affectionate and sinceré, - . .- oD i
. 'These.testimonies, however, flattering and valuable as they were;
came late: -but they .contributed :to .sooth the painful decline: of
an.useful life ‘now drawing rapidly to its'termination. That final
scene Dr. Paley contemplated with cheerful -anticipation, and en-
dured with unaffected composure:’ the period-of self-enjoyment on
earth he felt was at anend, he had lived to accomplish a great’and,
‘beneficial system of instruction for mankind, and he saw nothing in,
the prospect before him to dismay—nothing indeed which did not
animate and cheer him under his temporary sufferings. Thus dis~
posed and prepared, died this great and excellent man, May 25;

His mind was of a very original cast, and of that universal com-
prehension which is. able to adapt itself to every subject,- Toa con-

summate knowledge of his own faculty together with its kindred sci~
ences of morality and rational metaphysics, he added two accomplish-
ments never perhaps united before, (certainly not with the third,),
physiology and the law of England. It seemed indifferent to what
profession he should originally have applied himself, He would
have raised himself to the summit of any one. Yet, though inde<
fatigably industrious, he was not a learned man, He disdained the,
pedantry of quotation, and never wasted on tedious research_ into,
antiquity those precious moments which were better occupied in

Sie #

original ‘observation and reflection. _Accordingly no English divine
or philosopher has ever attained to the same or to any considerable.
degree of eminence with so small a portion of what may be called
erudition. In this respect he most resembled his master, Locke,
His classical learning was that of 4 school-boy just discharged from
a country seminary: of thie oriental languages he appears to have
known nothing. His citations from the Fathers were made to his
hand, but it has néver been discovered that in applying. and reason-
ing upon them he mistook their meaning. His biographer. admits
perhaps too readily and too universally that he had no taste—for
- poetry' indeed he had none. Imagination was not his province,
and argument and induction he well knew could best be .vmanag'e;dk
in'prose. , For the supposed inelegance of his style we_ are not
disposed to ‘admit the apelogies of his injudicious friends. -The
imputation ‘ought to.have been denied. It was not inelegant.
Tracés indeed of his provincial dislect may. now and:then.be
detected when ke did not inténd ‘it; but he frequently used a,
strong and coaise expression purposely and for the sake; of im
pressien; - In fact his style was formed on the manner of John,
son; with many’of his hard words, biit with seiitences lessivolved.
e oo ~ Perspicuity
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Persplcmty and forcé were:its leading characters. ' Pérhapshe: was

‘the clearest writer in thé English Tanguage. - Hxs Juniinous con~
ceptions : were- neverencumbered. by: verboslty, never:clouded by
. ill-chosen and unexpressive phrases. - In the construction of periods
his ear ‘was" good;_he sométimes rose with his subject into great
majesty . of - exprenssmn, though  his-ordindiy tone ‘was edsy: Tand
graceful familiarity. - With these excellencies it stirs our indignas
tion'-to- hear; such apologies as this, in-the ' mawkish and sickening
Ianguage which the condescending and benévolent apologlst as we
suppose, mistook for that elegance denied to Paley. _
-:%To those, indeed, who lave the: exuberance of native character,
tbere is ip the writings of Paley, as: connected'with. his personal nais
veté, .every -thing to‘interest: and .to gratify.’ And for those, if -such
there be, who deSIderate Jin him:a higher temperament of sensibility:or
a finer delicacy of expression, let them learn to take substantial excels
lence wherever they are, happy. enough to. find it, though it be .mot
qmte rectified up to. their own exquisite standard of taste,” . -
‘With so much originality in himself, it is remarkable that in the
ﬁrst conq:eptlon of bis works Paley was ‘not _strictly. original ; nor;
were even the materials: laid .in by. himself. There are. some,
wrlters of great but disorderly understandings, unable.to arrange;
to amplify, or to .illustrate their own conceptions. --Such. was
Abrabam. Tucker, the heavy and: desu]tory author. of a book, the

principles of. which, whether-true or false, by.his.own' smorulan ‘

~ powers of - style and illustration, Paley has wrought up. mto his
masterly and inimitable work on Moral and Political Phllosophy.

The hint of the Hore Paulinz, perhaps the most cogent ‘and ,’

convincing specinien of moral argumentauou in the world, was, we
believe, first: suggested by Doddridge; the Evidénces of Christi-
anity -are- prof%sedly a ‘compilation, “but so *condenised -and. om-
. pacted, so. illuminated -and enforced; that it is impossible not:to
admire  the- matchless powers- of ‘the compiler’s. genius in turning
the patient  drudgety of Lardner to such account.—Let not, how-
ever, these humble labourers in the cause of literature be despised;
évery man has his gift, and if‘the hands destined to carve:the
enrichments of a temple or to adjust its symmetries, had. been’
previously condemned to dig’the marble from the quarry, the. Par-

thenon and the Pantheon would probably never have existed. : The

same character-belongs to his last and--perhaps his most eldborate
work, -the Natural ‘T heology Here ‘too Paley had his pioneers; as
well :as his forerunners; but his inimitable skill in arranging - and
condensing -his matter,. his peculiar-tarn for what .may. be termed:

“.animal mechamcs, the aptness and the wit of his'illustrations; and
occasionally. the warmth: and. the solemnity: of ‘his' devotion; which;
by anhappy- and becoming process, -bécame more animated as he

iy -~ ¢c3 : drew.
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drew riearer-to’ the tlose of life;: stamip- on’ this work: a ‘character
mioré valuableithan originality:itselfie s’ o731 T i et e
« In common-life Dr: Paley was: probably:thie most acute obser~
ver:since Swift;* but without -a-tincture ' of - his malevolence.: “He'
was constitationally and ‘incurably: ¢héerful for-pain: itself, of
which in his:latér yéars®he was-“exercised’ with an-abundant’por-’
tion, could not'shake his persuasion of; the truth of hisown maxim;’
that ¢ the presént is-an:happy life - He delighted in conversation’
but ‘in conversation without ‘effort:and: without display:’  Nio ‘tan’
‘better knew how ‘to expose:: what'is called fine:talking; ‘or tolaugh:
" out of countenance.a kind of semi-nonsense which:shallow:under-
standings, gorged. with_ more knowledge than théy can digest, are’ .
very apt to-produce. 1fhe suspected that a plan was laid to' exhi~
bit him, he delighted'to disappointsit.” :Though‘accustomed from’
his early yéars to converse muchwith his ' siperiors of the highest’
rank in the chiirch, he never thought it ‘worth’ while'fo’ dissemble
or to controul his native humour any 'niére than fo‘correct his na+
fivé dialect in theit presence. *Though’modest and unatibitious,
he was perfectly independent. ' He had no art of rising but that of
deserving to rise. All his prefernients ‘came unsought.! He was
¢ aneconomist upon‘principle;*and could therefore dlways ‘afford'to’
Tive' without asking.* Tlie foundations'of his great work-oi' mora~
1ity were laid in: thé rectitude of his own'lieart, as ivell as the clear-:
#iéss of “his owni'hedd ; for bésides the"most penetrating intuition'
into'‘cases: of ‘consciénce; ‘his moral sense was m ‘the highest degree:

lively and apprehiensive,” **

Y, .
sl

v, ¥ Compasitum jus fasque animo sanctosque recessus. . ...
.., . . Mentis et incoctum generoso pectus honesto,” , . Lt
- 'This last feeling, never bestowed on ordinary men, sometimes’
.eccasioned a certamn degree of irritation from which:minds and tem=
pers of a coarser texture are exempt,’ and sometimes' exposed him
~to. the imputation of heat.and violence, particularly-in his opposi-
tion to the encroachments of ‘a well known peer; and in his occa-:
sional rebukes: of petty. knavery or even: stupidity which' exercised:
him as a magistrate, - - - SR EIEIE R SR T NS
- It is'somewhat amusing to observe the embarrassment of modern
reformers, and of Mr. Meadley among the rest, in their'anxiety to.
press the name of Paley into. their service. - Too- sagacious not to
discover - with them the manifold imperfections” which' adheré to
every mode of human society, and-too-frank and open not to de~

- elare them, ‘he had withall:-a faculty, which they donot - possess,
that of counting ‘the cost of change. - It wasmnot a view to his'ovn'
interests, but to-those-of- his country, which: taughthim-caution.'

' He ‘was never practically theirs; :and at_the~treméndous crisis- of:
. : s -, the -
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the French: revolution, his- powerful. and popular pen "was; em&
“ployed in:persuading his countrymen; - then-on the point.of a similar

explosion; to understand and value the blessmtrs wlnch they already
enjoyed.- T <: : SRR

JStlll a-cloud of suspxcxon ]onn hunc over lnm, and the. preJudlces
of a:great ecclesmat:c m partlcu lar, are supgosed: to have obstruct-
ed: lns ‘advancement ; -but it -appears to be: -unknown to. the bio-
grapher, (for we do not believe thefact to be anjuriously concealed;)
that atya. later. period Dr. Paley was actually proposed for an high
sfation. in the;church by-that.great minister who, in-this work, has

 been treated,,with so -much. ngustlce and that the dlsappomtmentr

proceeded from an higher -quarter than before. Homely truths
about rulers, uttered in -blant and “uncourtly  language, are not
always, we believe, the first recommendations to lnvh preferment;
the pecuhar,ltles also of a man of genius render him less produci-
ble, and 'the’ _]ealomy entertained of overbcan ing talents, wheu they
.have taken 4 pohttcal dir ectlon, leaves the” way more open to those
against’ whod'x‘ nothmc can be ob_]ected than those for whom much
fnay be'urged. '} *, " -

T Thus unrew'\rded by pubhc patronave was, the most useful W rxter
of his £ age.. ¢ Useful,” indéed, in the highest sense is.the eplth_et to,be
annéxed to thie ‘name of Paley for siich was' his happmess in the
choice;of subjects, so caréfully did he avoid all matters’of doubiful
disputation;.that, with very few exceptions, his works miay be read
with-etual: gratification by : Chiristians * of  all denommauons, and
}Vlth\equaradvantage by unbelievers of every description, - -

- As.a philosopher atd a friénd (we mean not to exalt his- charac-
ter by.ihe comparison) he had :many : points of: resémblance to So=
crates: for, seiting aside- his physiological knowledge, which the
Grecian sage contemned and the unspeakable advantages of . Re-
velatlon, ok W vhich, in its lowest degree, (we can. scarcely persuade
.ourselves that he partook ironical humour, a- disposition to, in-
struct. by asking . questions, a.fondness. for. colloqinal. pleasures in
preference to.those of taste,. and a keen. intuition .into common life,
equally characterised the English and the Attic:moralist. The phi-
losophy of:both was common sense, and their study human nature;

.In point:of . utility, however, as living teachers, . their spheres of
influence were not to be named together;—for who was benefited

by the one P—-—Cmo, Simmias, Cebes, and a few other virtuous and .

.

sensibl¢’ men- with whom _their master’s wisdom . and. his_ lessons
stopped The mass of the people at least received neither warning
nor .information. -How different from' the character of. the man
who’ instructed.the future instructors of an wholepeople, and those’
too.heth .numerous. and: in- succession ! Nor, -when they are con~
aldercd as deceased teachers of mankind, can the charms in ‘which the’
s cc4 delightful
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-deiighfﬁﬂ’;laﬁguage,r.of Plato .or-Xenophon: has invested::the dis~

courses of Socrates. ever conceal :the absence of ‘thatiperfection of
good sense,: that irresistible cogency of reason; which: belongs to
the best moderns, and among them superlatively to Paley: .In
one word, : wliatever: may. be:thought of: this: comparison :by the
1dolaters. of -dntiquity,;and how; coldly:spever it may -be-received
by stringers or by rivals, the:members of -his'own university; - and
more especially his surviving: friends; will se nothing in-itto'which
their own bosoms do not.reverberate~~nothing which they:will not
recognize as:.a faithful memorial—avdpos, ds: fipeis Paipey av; TV
sdle wy.emeipaSpey apiols xas eArag Ppovipalals xasdimadale, :

I 1 POV o

v

Awt. IX. Tracts on Mathematical and Philosophical Sub-
-~ jects; écomprising, among numerous important Ariicles, the
*. Theory of Bridges, with several Plans of recent Improvement,
“"Also, the Result of numerous Experiments on the Force of
- Gunpowder, with Applications to the modern Practice of Artils
~ lery. By Charles Hutton, LL.D. and F.R.S. &¢: late Pro-
* fessor of Mathemtics in the Royal Military Academy, W ool-
“:wich, - 3 vols, 8vo." pp. xii: 1254. Lond. Rivingtons, &c. 1812,
DR Hutton has been long known to the public as a mostactive
=~ and useful writer on mathematical and philosophical topics:
He. now comes : forward at the advanced age of 75, .and,  by:'the
revision of what he considers as the most valuable of his: originial
Ppieces, and the addition of some new ones, has-formed: the present
qbnpction,_whigh he seems to.regard-(though in: this we sincerely
hope he will be mistaken) as his last legacy to the public. - -~

3]t s, he says, with his characteristic simplicity, ¢in all probability,

the last original work that'I may ever be able to offér to the notice of
the public, and.I.am, therefore, ‘the - more anxious that"it should be
found worthy of their acceptance and regard. To theirkind indulgence,
indeed, is due whatever success 1 may have experienced, both as an
author and. teacher,, for.more. than half a century : ‘and it is no sinall
satisfaction to reflect, that my humble endeavours, ~during that-period;
have'not been wholly unsuccessful in the diffusion of useful knowledge.

" To 'the same liberal encouragement of the public must likewise: be.
dscribed, in a gréat measure, the meaps of the comfortable retirement,
which I'now énjoy, towards the close of a long and laborious life; and
for which I have every reuson to be truly thankful.’ T

_The tracts before us relate to 4 great variety of subjects. * Some
of them have already appeared in the Philosophical: Transactions,
or in detached works, but are now greatly modified and improved ;
and the volumes contain so much that is valuable, and indeed so-

N . , ' much




