EAVA
A Short and Plain

ANSWER

QUESTIONS:

L. Where was your Religion before Luther 2

II. How know you the Scriptures to be
Word of God ¢

By a Proteftant. |

LONDON,
Printed by T. N. for fonathan Hutchinfon
Bookf{eller in the City of Durbam. 1682.



LI oLl RN

SIR,

}gwa Have reccived your Letter, wherein you
' feem to beata lofs fora ready and pet-
PG tinent Anfiver to Two capping Queftions,
SSed? by which the Papifts are wont to puzle
and confound thofé filly Souls, whom they compafs
Sea and Land to make Profelites. I know you arg
well fatisfied, that Popery isa grand Cheat, upheld
by fraudand violence, and hathnothing truly Ratia-
‘nal to Recommend it : But yet fometimes a.Man ¢
honefty and good Principles may be at a ftand to ren-
der a fatisfying Reafon of his Belief, and to obviate
the cunning Craftinefs of thofe, who lie. in wait to

deceive.. Ifuppofe‘moreoverfyoucannote_x;pe& any
i ore, and

thing from me, but what hathbeen faid be
what is infinitely better perform’d in fome huadreds
of Printed Books already extant, than any Scribling
of mine will ever amount unto. - But yetfince Mea
oftimes ‘make moft ufe of thofe Reafons; whicharife
in their own Minds, by thinking d Meditation ; X
fhall, for my own fatisfation, rather than for yours,
note down, as briefly and plainly as T can, fuch An-
fwers to thofe two Queftions you mention, as fhall
at prefent occur to my Thoughts ; which neverthe-
1ef6 I'fhall communicate fo you, if perhaps they may
be worth your Acceptance. The firft is, . B

W /)eré was yowr Religion before Luther ?

 To this tilc‘Anﬁver.will.be very fhort and eafie, _:btj;
Az then

©




then it will caft the wh
' )
e later Queftion, I fg; glfxfs

ther, where it hath been ever fince
¢

" criince, in the Scr; :
asto the Profeffion of it, it hath beensocxiljg’t; resJ.
an

£¢s, namely, fich

h Faj
he Gages of Igielf Zgg

maintain’d by the Faithful ina]] A

_a}shav‘e been epthy the .
unto SaIVatidn’pagz’jn; [;?IIZ f‘; ‘zf God throy

Rome have net beep abf il,
Rome € to prevail. .
R‘ehg_wn, We contend for, its) nothi g

n i

mty before ever the Pope was heard of :fz%lr]?\tiif%gg‘
ni tﬁ aiul te-
zed, which wa

¥ of Iniquity begat:v ta;

Popery, that we oppofa. ;
A s
»fateld, or rather Pagan?fp‘rlrjl Cl’m{fﬁgg; lﬂsa
Mrthe Cradle when the Mifter Zed,

werk, and grew upto be the Man of §ip

dently manifelt re efpecially, and moft oy

rom th s Cvi-
}/Véy for the fecond Qleﬂl%ﬂ cr‘?ﬁirgs} Wwhich makes
Jectof this Epiftle, namely, s

v Hoxvlw‘om 704 the &rz]_vwre: to.be the WE;rd of 'Ga;V ?

. With this Queftion chiefly. o
Wi A chiefly, they think toynde
f :zﬁlz: fort.qf Hereticks, asthey azep;gargg :I n;l i
i g 00t impoffible bug Hme yep and u?:flt): aéc ;
ady

ind )
God iglcgﬁ;’)e;}f] grll‘:gni?it' For finee wenever beard
:,‘t uato the-World, as his A:&nor ever faw him deliyer

and Deed ;. they woplq.
have.

of the Bufinefs upog

‘ay then, T, ion
35 to the Rules and Pr iples of it,atw?smbffifeg 1Lo’n !
7
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have us fo eafieand credulousastobelievk,: thatthete

“is po:wayito be éffurédlmf!its:bein%:his;Wbrd;d but -
: upond the -Authority-of the:Church

. : , ahd thatitio
Church but theirs, can have:that Authority.: But
this Plea, is as far from fatisfying an inquifitive Mind,.

‘as my Argumtents are like to be from convincing our

Advérfaties. Now, if'any unlearned, well meaning
Perfon, fhall happen to beattacke by this; or anyifuch
like Queftion, and fhall doubt of His own ability, to
repel the Sophiftry, whereby they are wont to ma-
nage their needy Caufe : I fhould advife him todeal

.with them, ds our Saviour {fometime did with: the

-captious and impertinent Fews ;. namely, to anfwer
their Queftion by asking another. ‘As, Wha gave
you Authority to call in queftion the Seriptures?
How dare you infinuate doubts into any Chriftians
mind concerning the Truth and Aurhority of that
Book; which+is the Ruleof our Duty both'to. God and
Man? Away with: thefe too:curious Queftions, of
which a Fool may askmore than a Wife Mancan tell
how to:anfwer.. Irargues a.defperate: Caufe, and a:
Religion highly fufpicious, that cinnot be maintain’d
otherwife, than. by fiich Pleas, as:tend to-make Men:
Atheifts. - SEI S
But though it-befafe and prudent for fome People-
to put them:off in this manner, yet without any ter--
giverfation, I fialladdréfs my felf toanfwer diretly,.
1o foen as I liave propounded a:Query er twoy which;,
Ithink, will tend tointrodiice an Anfwer tothisgrand.
Queftion of thicirs. Fdemand therefore of our Ad--
verfaries, How they knew that the Sun fhines; or;,
that there-are any Bedies in:the World » Why may
not alt the: Objecls. we diftern abour us, . be. cepain’
’Phantaf{ms only; or.Apparitions of the Brain; whicl:

have.:
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-haveno real Exiftence in Nature ? O ; )
| ; Nature ? Or, how
to be aﬁ‘;lred, that our whole Life is any mogg!:‘hig
‘Dream ? For fince in our Dreams, we verily believ
the truth and reality of fuch things, as we laugh a:
whﬁn we are awake : Wl;y may we not hereatter 3-
wake 1nto another State of Life, in which we f{hall
conclude our Life paft, to have beena meer fhadow ?
hIf they will anfiver thefe Enquiries, according to
the fI‘\Iature of their own Principles, then, all the
proof weareto exgg&, is only this : We have heard
'gnany People fay this and tother ; Or, Thus we hav.
Vzt;ﬁ gﬁ?ght b}é our Parelnts, or by our Tutors ’a'nd‘Goe
s; and we believe them, and  our
felves no further. In this manne: o o
irther. hey would 1
us to fpeak in the Cafe of the Sc?iertt s il
ures. T i
?aotti:s?‘zli égt\ix(/) Esito ;;(pe&z or to endeagour, any 11{]:&;:’1:%
on in the point ; it is enough if we can
gaFeA (Z) wxdf:, as to fwallo’w ‘that 77 ro%w I-’Iz,:fcc ?5?' Ilg:t
pal'Authority.  But verily weare not yet perqudeci
:galzliaske V;)ur felves Bflutes, for the Catholick Ce;u{é ;
» we are unwilling to lay afide our o :
and Humane Faculties, to commit the w o) pontes
anc}‘ Condut of our Livesto be fuid anzwﬂj;of!zgeaibn
o flil)dpg;lgl hebthathfh%il_d [?reténd to difputc;, and
O palpably peg the Queftion, would gaj
laughtartinftead of a Conclufion, B ohtier
g . Upon fuppofitior
therefore, that they would béog 1i & more bhilogs
; iat they 1 ittle m i
phfx_cal and Gentile, in anfwering my Cﬁ;?ﬁr;}rl:slo?
:lﬂ e f_l}l(ey were propounded to them ; I will end’eav’our;
thfir sl eA sgc&r;itu}%n to glylfmall skill, in anfiver to
t - Al ay deal as civilly as T
m{;ﬂ[pamculqu_v, upon none but'tﬁ’e ﬁrﬁfag:agwﬂ:;g
' wII ?1 and this Queftion of theirs, T will run a pa-
rallel, and attempt to thew, that by the fame Argu-
. ments
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shents they will prove that the Sun gives Light, Twill
prove the Scriptures to.be the Word of God.
" In the firft place then I {hall confider what would
be faid by our Adverfaries, in Anfwer to thofe extra-

~ vagant Queftions, I mention’d even now ; and if I

miftake cheir Senfé in this matter, T pray doyouin-
form me better by the next opportunity ; For 1 fel-
dom come in their Company, and when I do, if they
forbear, Fam not forward to raife Difputes. I fup-
fe therefore they would tell me, That thefe Quefti-
ons are about fuch things, as all the World takes for
oranted upon the Evidence of Senfe, and the uniform
%xperience of all Ages ; that thus to deny Principles,
were to turn Sceptick, and fo take the ready way
never to come toany Conclufion ; juft as if one that
retended to the Mathematicks, fhould deny the De-
nitions and Poftulata of Geometry, which haveen-
dured the Teft of moft Ages, and, as the common
Notions and Sentiments O Mankind, have bid de-
fiance to all Exceptions. Who would trouble his
head to Argue with fuch a Perfon, as fhould deny
that two and three make five, or that the whole is
bigger than the half? We find by daily experiences
and no body can perfvade us to the contrary, that
when the Sun is above the Horizon we can fee our
way before us, the Objets that are about us, and
how: to do our bufinef3, which in the dark wecannot
do. Ifany Man walkintheday, ( faith our Saviour)
he ftumbleth not ; Why ? Becaufe he feeth the light
of this World ; he needs not thatany Man fhould tell
him itis light, he feesit himfelf, and his own fight is
beyond all other Mens Arguments. But if a Man
walk in the dark, he ftumbleth ; and when Night

cometh, Men cannot work. So that thefe Queftions
s you
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you propound, are alfogether unquefbio 5 6
From the undeniable Evidence o(_g-', ourlos?h%;‘z EZ%

From the cleareft inferences of R, '
. § eafon ;. And:
From theuniverfal acknowledgment of I\,ﬂaﬁlr{lid '

In this manner I prefurme, they would anfiver my.

Queries, nor do I know an better way : i
thus.it s in the Cafe before gfs ; fgrr, St!riﬁl.tlﬁ?gvmﬁ
gerg;ézldsf it wxl(l; ‘aé)p'earl, that the Scriptures have pirby:
: rom God. The Sun doth g inly
glrc& our Steps, than the Scriptures dg ;Troﬁsggﬁg
i &io'ns' The firft enlightens our Natural, and the,
:iutcr‘z our Moral walking. The one makes ils:dif'cetn'
che Lreatures that are about us, the other teacleq
A%x:atotufe the]gn toI our greateft Comfort, and higlle‘}g
ftage. = By the one we may conclud i
Eod},l as he is knowable by the t?]ings thateatrlcleex;eagc%
y the other we arc inftrufled what fo think of Him,
and how to behave our felyes in reference to Him.
and to our Neighbour, The Scripturesarea L4 o
unto our Feet, and a Light unto our Ways ; md
whillt we take heed thereunto we walk 17:cure}; , azlnld
F;xg}x;ﬁfag] eﬁ? @d éhf(:& benefitf t{lereof ; but ivlzfénive
> . Condutt, we fall into '
rours and mifchiefs, oftimes difcoveriéht(c))ugunrdo&{
:}varg{ Senfes, in the difcompofure of oyr Bodies alrllii-
ctriment of our Eftates ; often too in the trouble
and diforder of our Minds, and not feldom in bor’
th;fe rfcf‘pe&s atonce. 1 bt
. 4 for-Example, the Scripture .
live foberly, to love our Neig};lbour,cfon};ggrgg: Iflrix;o
ix;y, to forgive injuries, and to deal juftly with a‘I.l.
p en. - And what are the confequences of our Obe
ience in thefe things ? Why. thefe, fome fleen, o
healthful Body, a peaceful Soul, a chearful Li"fea
‘ 2

Bread
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Bread to eat the love of Neighbours, thePrayers of the
Poor, and a kind of univerfal Refpeétand deference,
which vertue doth command wherever it comes.
But then our Disobedience to thefe Precepts is ufu-
ally follow’d with reftlefs Nights, racking Pains,
anxioys Thoughts, {caring Dreams, trembling fears,
perplexing doubts, the hatred of fome, the Curiég
of others, and the juft condemnation of all. It’s
true, there are fome referv’d Cafes ; God doth fome-
times trica vertuous Soul with Aflitions, and often
makes a Soul vertuous by AffliCtions : He doth again
fometimes feed the Epicure unto the day of Slaugh-
ter, and court the Vicious by Temporal Enjoyments
to reclaim them. Yet, in the mean time, the Goed
are born up with peace of Mind, and expe&tation: of
2 Crown 3 and the Wicked are bufied in ftupefying
their Senfes to abate the Sting of Confcience arid
tear of Hell. ' : S :
But notwithftanding thefe referv’d Cafes, I dare ad-
venture to affirm, that there is not any thing inthe
World,whereof Iam more cettain,than that the Scrip+
ture isa moit excellent Rule for theGovernment of my
Life and'A&ions ; and the ground of this Afflurance,
in a great meafureistaken from Senfe. Iamnomore
affured that the Sun fhifes, or the Fire warms, than
I am, thatmy Conformity to the Scriptures-is highly
advantageous to me. The Sun is not more neceffary
10 the being of Mankind, than the Scriptures dre to
his well-being.  Theone gives natural Life and light
to the Creation, the other enlightens the Mind, and
teaches how to manage our Lives, and the Bleflings-
thereof, to the beft purpofe. 'Without the firft the
‘World would be a Chaos, without the “later

it would be a kind of Hell.  Now the very ﬁrﬁ'ﬁépf‘
B © o
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of Reafon, infers th

- ) e Conclufion : Fo
bt s
P Almighty ¢ uftible Fountain of a] Goodneeﬁ:

- _Andletany Maninth
Divine Providence {h [ bri
that Book, and confi
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Toens Hifob 1er;cc thereunto, and do Con&'e the
oormal. thono Hell it felf ; 'And ina word ltlme t;hg '
tcrward,s 1 at whe_ltever he doth well, ang ’h('3t bim
rwards leaves him a grateful Relifh ang (:Zﬁzll(;?éﬁ'

and impartially conf;

no better affured, that there ;
: , that there | i
g:clg Y;/’dé, Merciful and ju(’cs, atli(x)]d’d:v ho};s o
ptures are the Refult of his Goodneﬁa::ntd ?VIHOI
 Mercy,

d 2 In

declaration of his M; ;
e 1 Mind with re
Rule of our Duty in relatiozllrtiﬁljl?g Um?o us, andthe

Why migl
1t.not our Ady i )
er.
how we _.Come to be certain paries demand of 5

and the Devil Wicked 5 22, that God is Rigl
the Devil Wicked ? s it eft ¢} 1o Boscous
;if)(i;r Fl;Et)gn themfelves # For Encg]fe'o%gﬁlon fhould
, thers, have been fo Flagicious-[;}; ﬁigﬁf"
. y @S ry
makes
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makes mention, and fince Villany is fo far Patro-
nized by their Church, that the blackeft Criminals
in that Communion, are oftimes 'Canonized for the
greateft Saints : One would be apt to {ufpeét, they
Worfhip no other Deity but the Pope, and that whilit
they pronounce his Holincfs, the fecret Refervation
may be, his Wickednes. : g 7
I have heard indeed of a Pope that made this Que«
ftion, unlefs perhaps it were {poken by way of Ex-
clamation ; Qtantum lucri ifts fabuls de Chrifto nobis
eperiz ! And this feems tobe the proper language of
that Church : For if they did believe the New Te-
ftament to beought but a Fable, they could notallow
¢hofe Dotrines and Pradtices, that are every where
vifible amongft them. For I reckon, that impofing
uFon the Confcience things unrevealed, and beyond
all poffibility of belief, upon no lefs penalty than the
Inquifition here, and Damnation hgreafter,:isthe
very nextdoor to Infidelity and Atheilm. How can
he be faid to believe the Truth, that would force
another to believe a Lie 2 So that whilft our Adver-
faries would feem to queftion the grounds upon
which we affent unto the Scriptures ; it’s more than:

probable, they themfelves do not believe thematall.

I nothing doubt, for all that, but thereare within
the Romifh Church, thoufands of pious and devout
Souls, whofe Education and other unhappy Circum-
ftances, God will in great Mercy confider ; and,
though under grofs Error and much Ignorance, will
bring .them through the power of his Grace unto Sal-
vation. If their Foundation be upon the Rock, though -
they have built thereon Hay and Stubble, they may
indeed fuffor lofs, but fhall efcape utter Ruine. I

- think too there are amongft them, fome Learned Men,
B2 as



as the Janfenifts, and perhaps fom who
. . . . LG ’ f
Lm/_tes and Prmc;;gl’cs are far ﬁgtster chl(I) ttfllleerff;& 'an{:

that Church. Thef,
Lo fe, if they purfie thej
?(H;clil graéhcfc; accord}ng to wha?theyewlr?z 0‘2’}? }}UIes
Vit 5}6_) Imart with the reft, whep Goc,l coa ot
whets glr ;mqm_ty.. But as for thofe deﬁgnin mes to
Prince ulinefs it is to prie into the Cabix% en,
e s, and to influence the Affairs of Kin do. cts of
Pric Rsva;l}%gég ?g tbhe ﬁgtg}?lick Caufe ; wh% tl?:)iibfi
heilk, w b€ Minifters of State,
f,f.ff, %{{;f,széx)cgeiIﬁFquOmdis not of thii V{Ifgilfif. {ZIZ’;
. s Fire and Sw Bt
gll}g; of Salvation fome Bl‘:)c?éd’ &Z?I‘atheu: glad -
th is in the Pope, and whofs ¢re 5 whofe

that ever the Earth bore i
; y and in a far i
lt\ll?éln tt}ll;? Turllfs or Pagans. And yet tylrgirizﬁaignt?lh
e th ch:jq d have me receive the Scriptures g
o i Jle it, who are the grear Shame and ISI fy
o OF & th (;I(‘zo}‘y_ Chriftian Religion contain:a_cI
thercin, and 1vesare one entire contradiction
. I fuppofe it will not be deni
) it enied, th d
:’nefr%iree&yvrmngs at all to diret us, t?ltérfl:liie? e
S le ns n;)an_y reaf{ons to believe the Being of eGn§~
haoean ¥ People under Heaven fo brurift, as not? .
e thee ;r{/lprfﬂions of 2 Deity.  Sca, ce an P -
chac the Corrd’fb profligate, ‘as not to-lmveyf'ogmr .
e .o on §xmce: Befides what Arfruinente
Ty be Oefz‘wg rom the Beauty of Providence a j
i Goz}; Ot the Creation. Now the very No o
Y includeth Goodnefs, apd the I\Xotionn%?

Gaod-

()
Goodnefs fuppofetha God : One is the Stream, the
other is a Fountain. Let any Man tric how he
can phanfie the Stream that fhould proceed from no
Original Fountain at all. It is nor imaginable fure,
that any Creature fhould be in the World, or-that
good things fhould be beftow’d uponany Creature,
but they muft proceed from fome Original, and that
can be nothing elfe but God blefled for ever. From:
whence I argue thus ; If theinvifible things of him,
from the Creation, be clearly feen, being underftood
by the things that are made, much more may the
vifible Charaéters of .Divine Goodnef5, every where
evident in the Scriptires, be clearly concludedto be
from God. _' I
Will any man objel and fay, Where are thofe
vifible Chara&ers of Divine Goodnefs contained in
the Scriptures ? Many People cannot fee them. True
indeed, and there are fome too that cannot fee the
Sun, ‘but then they are blind, and cannot {ce any
thingat all. The Sunilluminates the material vifible
World, and the Scripture gives usa profpett of a Spi-
ritual World, -anddetsus {ec.things Divine ; but then
wemuft have Eyes, and if we complain of darknefs in
the Meridian light, where’s-the fault ? Now if any:
Man will fay, hie can fee no marks nor footfteps of
Divine Goodnefs in the Scriptures ; ITwould ask him,
whether healthand vigour of body, whethereafinefs
and pleaffire of Mind, are good things or not # And
whether he would choofeto lic upon a Rack, or a
Bed of Rofes? Or fuppofe a-Man by his own de-
- fault, and wilfulnefs in-going aftray, be fallen intoa
Rit, where he is certain either to be ftung with Vers
mine, or to die by wild Beafts, or famifh to Death ;

Would he nat account. it a kindnefs, not only tobe
' delia-
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delivered from the prefent danger,
throughout the remainder of his Jou
Way, as is both fafe and eafic ? If he anfwer in the

Irmative, he yields the Caufe; jf he deny, he

muft be a Mad Man, paftall fenfe of underftandin,

of good or evil. Now if | purfue our Adverfaries
to the Gates of Bedlam, they muft excufe me, if §

there bid farewell, and follow them no further, - The
fumm is thjs 5 That which teacheth us the beft way
imaginable , to preferve health i our Bodies and
peace in our Souls, to live comfortzb]

profitably to our Neighbours, to

but conduéled

Proceed from the ¢rye
Fountain of all Goodnef;. But fu

therefore it is the Word of God

Thus far 1 have confidered the Scripture, in re.

ference chiefly to jts Utility ; Letys now obferve j¢

a little with refpet to its Verity : For fometimes it

appens, that a thing may be ufeful, which yet is
not exallly true ; As for Exa i

metick refolves 3 Quettion fpecdily,
ther exallly ; yet it will come fp ne,
ACt to mifs the To000th, part of a Farthing, And ,
Clock will follow the Mction of the Sun for 5
weeks time, with ¢
nutes 5 but neither

are very ufeful. Rue now, if the Scriptures appear
to be both ufeful i the higheft degree, and infal.
ibly trie, it muft needs {peak the Very great Per-
feCtion of thofz Sacred Writings. They may be

' diftin.

rney, infuchga -

S

L S
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diftinguifhed into four parts according as they co
1 4 4 “
tain, L

f Hiftory ;

i lated, or matter o '

L. %1113;5: rff)re-to’ld, or matter of P;Opt:;afg thy .
2' Thinas tobedone, asmatter of A&?%; or Dury ;
i . Thin%;s to be believed, or matter of Faith.

iftori art of that-Book, hgw hath
s fgr tg:ﬁ?::: réf)al"fpime to difcover anyhjuﬁhféc;
py blddd‘l Nay, even the Enemies of Tnét e’inéon-
v o d 'r;ﬁrm’d the matters o_f Fattt ir Leon
tain A cg ‘many profane Writers, w :]) ed her
jaines. Anf or have not rightl ackr}owlehg; ! che
knc_w not‘ ol;ave neverthelefs in erted' mtjo t eis own
SCrlPtUl‘CT fame things therein contained, :lg.s s well
P tled hath been oft obferved byt 1% ¢ that
{Q:J(I)cwilr]l,toa%ooks. And thou-g};;f tlllg ig‘g:;ﬁ; e 1};
y it faje that
beaéss {1111;? tﬁ: tg?)rt;}i}xl';ggixl Iof %rophaneones ; yet
nee

he Teftimony of Adverfaries againit }thimfe_,hl/g;s, is
_the ]

Bl e been
al.wa_ys ;zzgdg; ’é’m'ch of the Pr-ophgu}clkt%auflt Egi.
' A{lil d to the amazement of all ‘h°§t Ia;" we};e the
verthed, How many, and how punétua g Chrift?
ﬁdcrllt fies concerning our Re dcmpﬁl%n fﬁ}r{ thereof,
Trop ]‘elairi’ was that, concerning the Ty, ﬂ':SI’afV"erYj
S:)r;ltl};’) Ifracls def.iverancz"fr%? ffgiizondérfully
namely , : 14. and y ' '
G e A s of T e v
i‘umliola ? But I am not at le'lﬁlrlf o ggniigt' more
ore- * _ d'Men have. T

o Lea‘rne‘_‘ ! : S TA7 A1

tl[]';(iltalhl;gti’e ;ﬁca:%lparable Sir Charles Wolfeley..
oo : .

And



(14)

And then for fh‘éPfecepriVe part, contdining Kules'

of Life and Manners, it is {0 Rooted in the Nature
of things, fo obvious to Senfe, {0 agreeable to Rea-
fon, fo beneficial to the World, and 1o confirmed by
the Experience of all Men, whofe Faculties are not
depraved, That Heaven and Earth fhall pafs aiwa);,
before one jot or tittle thereof fhall fail, or be found
deficient.

Laftly, The Divine Myf’ceriés therein revealed, as.

the Docttrine of the Trinity, the Incarnation of the:
Bleffed Jefus, &e. though they are above our Capa-

city, to explain the Nature of them, yetare they fo-

fuitable to Gods Goodnefs, and do make fuch a

Harmony of Divine Attributes, that Reafon it felf,

will rather from thence infer thetruth of their being,
than that they cannot be, becaufe we underftand not
the manner how they are. How could God be Juft;
if Juftice were not fatisfied ? And.could be Merciful,
if all Men were tobe damned ; How could loft Mar;
Redeem himfelf ? -Or, how could he be faved, if he
fhould fuffer for himfelf'? But now in the Perfon.of
our Bleffed Redeemer, the Law is fatisfied, Juftice
is done, and even thereby, Mercy doth the more emi-
nently appear ; God is glorified, and Man is not left
to perifh in his iniquity. 1fa Man will be o morofe
as to urge, t!lat Three inone, Eternal Generations,
a Virgins Conception, and the like, found {o harfh
to Humane underftanding, that they cannot be true :
He may after the fame rate conclude, that there isno
{uch thing as Humane Generation, {ince the Nature
and procefs thereof, is very obfeurely, if at all un-
derftood.  That there are noSouls, becaufe it is not
yet agreed, whether they are immediately. Created
-of God, or they are Ex traduce, or Pre-exiftent.

No

(13)

No fuch thing as Milk in a Womans Breaft, fince
Anatomifts are confounded with' difficulties to find
what Matter it:is made of,..or by what fecret. Cha- -
nels conveyed thither : In {0 much that one’ very
Learned Writer in that Faculty,  flies to the force:of
Imagination to produce it. No fuch thing asQuan,
tity, becaufe no Man ever yet could demonftrate
unexoeptionably, whether it be’infinitely divifible;
or ultimately refolvableinto indivifibles. No Bodies
in the World, fince no Man knows what kind of
Original Particles they arc made of. Thefe and
many things more, as to the manner how they are,
have difficultiés atténding’ them, which are infupe-
rable and incomprehenfible. And methinks it is
fomewhat hard, that we fhould do things our felves,
and fee many things before our Eyes, of which we
can give no tolerable account, and fhould yet think, -
that God cannot do fomewhat more than we canap-
prehend:; and fhould-be fo inclinable to rejett even
God himfelf, his Word, and all his Works of Won-
der, if they will not accommodate themfelves to
our little underftandings.. e ey

From thefe confiderations, and many. more, that
will occur to any impartial thinking Man, it doth.
appear beyond all poffibility of doubting, that the
Scriptureis moft certainly true ; and if fo, it muft be
the Word of God ; for it teftifieth of it {elf, thatitis,
given by Divine Infpiration. Never did any Book.
contain fo much Wifdom, Kindnefs, and Ufefulnefs.
to the Sons of Men as it doth. Summ up the whole
World together, except the Bible and what is taken
out of it, and the Total will neither afford youhalf
fo many Excellent Rules,- and Obfervations, for the
government of Mens Livcs,.-g:mr .one thoufand partf

: %
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of thatclear difcovery of Divine Truth, which thae
Book eontains. Shall we.nowfay, that this Book is

"a Forgery, a Cheat ‘and Impofture; of the Devil 2
For {o it muft be, if it be not the Wordof God. And
what follows ? Why, that a Corrupt Tree brings
forth good Fruit, and.that moft pure and wholfome
Streams proceed from a putrid Fountain. That
thiths falthood, that goocf
darknefS: —He that denies the Scriptures to be the

Word of God, muftquit his Senfe, his Reafon, and -

his Conftience, that he may admit of thefe Con-
elufions. . o
- To-which it may be-added, .Tl”.hata!:zl!: malicious

and cunning Adverfaries of Godand tfue Religion ;
all the Pagans, Popes, and ‘Hellith Apoftates ; ali
the Devils themfelves, and their incarnate Brethren
the Jefurits, with all their Subtilty and Contrivance,
have'not been able to deftroy nor diferedit that Book :
No, nor to Corrupt it neither, 'in any fuch degree,
but that ftill there remains good Copies thereof in
feveral Languages. And though there may be'defi-
ciency and Humane frailty, in fome Readings and.
Verfions, as to-fome patticular words, yet is not
that any blemifh unto, or diminution of the:Beaut
and Excellency of the whole, but may rather teach -
us to value it the more : For fince neither the failings
of fome, nor the fraud-of others hath availed inSix-.
teen hundred years, to doany fubftantial dimmiage to-
that Book, it is a convincing Argument, that Divine
Providence hath been engaged for it’s prefervation.

If it fhould be here objected, - That fince there are
fo many vari-us Readings of the Scriptures, it may
be doubtfiit which of them is the beft : I readily
grart it, but then there canbe no doubt, bur.that

ever )’

isevil, and that light is .

() .
v.one of them, for the main Subftatce of it, 13
Flggrywoord of God.’ Let us fuppofe Religio Medici to
ie turned into feveral Laguages; there may ‘::i -
vers faults in every one of them, as 15 obferv o
be in the Larize Copy, and fome-of them very grg.
ones : But, will any body from thence infer, that c;;
Zho, Brows is not the Author ? For though ind o
he is not the Author of thofe Errors, .wheretfl the .
srue Senfe of fome rparticular Words is miftaken: Yet
fince they are not fuch, nor {o many, as to eva;uate
the defign and fcope of the Book, much lefs to deno-
minate the whole Work from the Tranflator ; 1 ma{:
fay, with good Propriety of fpeech, that that Bcl»loI
wasé written by the Learned Sir 7. Brows, -thoughad
fhould find the fame in Larize or French, and i
never feen the Original Englifs. Thus I ﬁ:rup’lex%%t
to fay, the Rhemifts Tranilationis tlx‘e‘Word of ,G. b
"That is, for the Subftance, and main Purpofeof i,
it is not fo fpoild as to lofs the Nature of Dwmfg
Truth, but is profitable for Dotkrine, for ReprqoZ
for Correttion, for Inftrution in Righteouiefs :
And, tofuch as cannot procurea better, 1t may doubt-
lefs be. fufficient to make them Wife unto Salvattoil,
But I intend not in the meantime; to Entitle God Al-
mighty to the failings or fraudsof that Verfion; or of
r. o .
anYIﬁ?Errors that have beenoccafioried from various
COpies raken, and Tranflations made, are eithér ‘of
Infirmity or Knavery. Asfor this latter, I{uppof€ it
cannot be proved, that ever an Perfon was foauda-
cious, as to attempt. the palpa le Corruption of the
Scriprures, until the AfpiringPopes had ferup an'in-
fallible sChair at Rowse ,'a Court enly fit to rote
fuch' Undertakings, becaufe cl':ndeéd it cottl m&ﬁ:
. 2 -



were of various, & deubtfyl 3nification, from which
I believe there are very few Languages entirely free,
Now I fay, it was impoffible that hoy 1theft together,
Whilft Mén were fincere and honeft, thoylq ever ftifle
or quench the Dijyipe Spirit ‘which breaths every
Where in thofe Sacreq Writings, Ang Wemay rea-
fonably fuppofe , that the Chriftiag, Church wag
ftockt " with 4 competent number of gonqd Copies,
before the Myftery of Iniquity came o lich a height,
5 to. attempt the wilfy) depravation
© tures.

Two things are confiderable in this Matter ; Firft,
That in the Tnfan; State of Chriftianiey | .
Wwere cordial, and jn good earneft, abour the bufinefs
of Religion, ~ The Power of Godlinefs prevail’d, and
thofe who. calpy themfelves Chrifti
UEL 5 0or had they yet legrpy thofé Craftsof Couf
dage and Deceit, ‘whieh afte{wards, the Myftery of

they would pe careful, in the higheft degree, 1o
Tranfinit fajehfy Copies of thofe ppec:

unto Pofterity : A Duty more efpecially ;
on them., who had ¢he keeping of ¢h
Bals.  Secondly , That God A’Imighty,-»having by
the, Holy Ghoff inf; ired his Pen-Mep, - iver: his

Mind unto.the Wy d,l itis not 'Iik’vély that Hedkioylq
telinquifh_the f; :

rant
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( t9) o
rant or '.wiékec{M’dn izh'F_'oix; %osvﬁzz]g}ﬁeﬂfggﬁgﬁ
Fo m‘?: lffx{;dr}:{:f;gpifc‘ldgvill, doubtlefs -focure it to the
[ure to: A
o with others of like nature, are

o m?uf:?)lgg?ﬁ’;,to convinge aqydM]zln, nligitr(x)
fuﬁimeln ¥ dsthe Bible fhall come, that it dot 1162 uain
gigov{‘fo:?ilsl gf Eternal Life : E(}{'l;( c;ll:iﬁ ; I}sa Sl
vi i i Majeftick plai R '
ev1dené1ndg Gfa:\%i}l;’ :gstfhbﬁ’antial Ltility thr(}iudgél:
b ' c'hole . that no-Man, who will butd“:?lou .
oan the&} bl e’ioubt of its Original. - Ang { 'ga, !
Me pOC ‘ nsxl tiois may prevail {o far with t 162&0[1
Mens ! ofthchn pretend at leaft, to call fl;]. qsv fron
b ma;ea f God, as wellas-.the-'l?ruthqfllx_f's ord:
E}’]e I??f[;]ilcl) Cér:taiély 61)ara§e, upon.‘thcnll) e(ﬁeztlt; : e to
l\et'l them without excufe. - Ldo nOtheécl; hat

Gatore ver yet produc’d {o profligate a Wre; ch, but
wgﬁ?jcb?fen};ible of fome relué’%_ang?’ Snc; Ig]geh;l tofee

i i ’d, his-Houfe fird, L s
his Child ;in ;litfjée(i," without any, juft caufe or _;frion
e toi’rivven - But if thefe things have 'noflw{r{.-?
vccanon,,ﬁ) Mould any body :be g“eVEdl?it tlc‘hi-s‘
e ‘;1 ’ why fhould any one do the like to his
. ghey " ?’ Now, if Men ought not to d(_) \.vroha
‘Nelghboufr &, no morc ought they to do.it in arﬁ%’
o one rl(:: p:ﬂ whence ought to follow the umyﬂei :

She 'd rgf all:our ations. And where age/g_ ; :(;zc
e f f Equity and Righteoufne(s as the f“l.-)é
fuch Ruﬂf)sc? ; teaéhing us.to-do untaosher_s-,-lfasli b-
tures a } r‘: :lxey fhould do unto qs? The ﬂl;[xl;,l U gn} '
E’.":Olgg Otalae‘f‘. which . fhortl al’r_eceé:,g;: twg;;% iﬂﬁﬁ?hé'r
ervation. of whicl 1, and yér bapilial he

{firea to this: lower pr ; and oifh all hee

é{f;rts, as being ufelefs ;- It would fer fuc o on
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things, as would-far exceed all the imaginary beau=
ties of the Golden Age. From whence now fhould:
this proceed, but from the Fountain of all Righte-
~oufnefs, God Almighty ? :
There is yet a further means of affurance, thatthe
Scriptures are the Word of God, namely, from the'

evidence of the Spirit bearing witnefs in our Con~

fciences, to the truth of thofe things contained in our
Bibles ; of which there is 2 Counter-part written in
our Hearts, and attefted by the Holy Ghoft. There
are indeed many falfe Spirits, and’ many vain pre-
tences to the true one ; yet a meafare thereof is gi-
ven to every Child of God, and pronifed toall thofe,
that {eek it with fincerity and perfeverance. Now
I fay this Evidence of the Spirit, wherever it is, doth
fill the Mind witl affurance and fatisfation, about
Divine Truth, beyond all Arguments : It is {o con-
vincing, that St. Pau! callsita Demonftration. Aqd
though perhaps it may not have that force to thofe
 who deride it in others, and ftifleits motions in their
own Breafts, (for neither is Geometrical Demon-
ftration of force to them that underftand it not.) yer
to a mind enlightened by it, and brought under the
power of it, the Evidence and Demonitration of the
Spirit, is beyond all other Arguments and Demon-
ftrations whatfoever. '

To {fumm up all, we neednottogoto a Corrupe
and Adulterous Church, to have its Authority and
Imprimatur ftampt uponour Bibles, from whence on
the contrary it ought to derive its own Authority :
And it will one day fink under the weight and force
of thofe Laws and Precepts, which it-now vainily
pretends to ‘Authorize. T fay then, the Seriptures
are known to be the Word of God beyond all poffi-

bility

C2t)

«1: of miftake or dubitation, by Evidencéof Senfe,
g;;az 1%2?1‘1,:3!!“ o Kcaf%ﬁ@g?i by‘ l?emqqgfratxon of

the Spnrit'.”

: i) i 1all trouble you with in this
This (Sir) isall, I fhall rrouble you within

. ill el h our Objections, or fome

Mater, ¢l cicher 1 06E Y ering my Zg;l to {erve
of mypower. -

- I am iy, &e. ‘

ther opportunity .of difcov
?:;1,' aq’cgfdiqg to the gtmo&
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D R. Hammond's dnnotation on the New Tifta-
GIORE. . - e
~ H. Grotii Opéra omnia T heologica g vol. 1679.”

Eufebii, Socratis, Sozomeni, Theodbriti & Evagrii
Hiftoria Ecclefialt. Gr. Lat. notis Hen. Valefj; 3 vol.
Mogunt. 1672---77---79. A

Bzf/);f Taylor’s Conrfenf Sermons for all the Sundays
in the Tear, ’

—-~Hiu Du&or Dubitantium, or Rufe of Con-.
Seience.

: Quarto.
*“Bifbop Nicholfon on the Chureh Catechifm.

Dr. Donns Pfeudo Marzyr. _

Rogers oz the Zhirty nine Aysicles of the Church of
England.

:Oltavo.
Dr. Combars Expofition of the Book of Common
Prayer, 4 Parts, - )
Dr. Hammond’s Practical Catechifm.,
Bifbop Morton of Epifeopacy.
Dr. Bafire of Sacriledge Arraign’d and Condemn’d
¥y St. Paul.

. Twelves.
Dr. Breviul on the Sacrament.
B{/llap Coulfins Devotions.

THE END.






