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WHEREIN 3%

- Gods uncontrollable eternall purpofe,infend-

ing, and continuing the Gofpel unto this Na-  3°
tion, in the middeft of oppofitions and cortin- s
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: ferced, againft oppofers, repiners :

IN ASERMONPREACHED

before the Honourable Houlfe
of Commons, April.29. being the 5
day of Publike Humiliation. -

Whereunto is annexed, A fhortdefenfative about Church- 3,
Government, (with a Countrey Effay for the pra- e
&ice of Church-Government there) Toleration 3)
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Die Mereurii 29. e April, 164.6.

Rdered by the Commons affembled

in Parliament, That M. Zenmer and Sir

. Peter Wentworeh do from this Houle
give thanksto M, Na#ton and M. Owen for the
great pains they took in the Sermons they
preached this day, at the intreaty of this
Houfe, (it being a day of publike Humiliari.
on) at Margarets Weftminfler, And to delire
them to Print their Sermons: And it is Or-
dered that none thall prefume to Prine their

Sermons, without licenfe under their hand-
writing, ‘

H. Elfynge, ClersParl, D .Com.

doappoint Pbil, )
I o &ggn! slemaon Stephens,and nope elfe,to Print my

Jobn Owen.

PRSI

AMPLISSIMO

SENATUI

Inclytifiimo populi Ang/imni conventut
(ob)
Prilca Anglo-Britannorum jura
ftrenue & Adeliter afferta:

Libertatem Patriam ( nefarijs quorundam mo-
litionibus pane peflundatam) recuperatam :

Juﬁitiam fortiter, lows e aresoritlos ad-
miniftratam,

Ny in Ecclefiafticis A'rfses quegrvmnis d iﬂjol.utam R
Ritus Pontificios, novitios, Antichriftianos
abolitos,

Privilegia plebis Chriftiane poftliminio re-
fticuta,

Potiffimum ]
Prote@ionem Dei O.M, his omnibus alijlque innumeris con-
filio, Bello, Domi, foras gratiofe potitam,)
Toto orbe jure mevitiffimo Celeberrimo,
Tots bwic Infule arernd memorid recolendo,

Viris slnftribus Clariffimis, JeleEiffimis ex Ovdine Com-
muninms in fupremacwria Parliam, congregassc,
Concionem hanc facram, humilem illam quidem, ipforum.
tamen voto juffuque prius coram ipfis habitam, nunc

o luce denatam,
DDC.
Jaannes Qwen. X
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A

SERMON PREACHED
Before the Honourable Houle

of CommoNs, on theday of their
publike Faft, April 29, 1646.

Acrs, chap.aé. ver.1r.
And sifion appearedso Panl inshe might, theve ffood &
man of Macedonia,and prayed bim,[aying, Come sver
into Macedonia,and helpe us.

MHE Kingdom of Jefus Chrift is fre-

' quently in the Scripture compared Ecclefis ficar
to growiug things ; fmall in the be- furs defecim
ginning and firlt appearance, but sn- ;‘:‘;’;ﬂi’; e
creafing by degrees unto glory and T l’l'{'
} perfc@on. The fhapelcfle fomecat (revir,&:. bec

out without kbawds, having neither ¢ vers lava,
t firm, nor defirable beanty given gus de fratvis
tntoit, becomes a preat moswrain, filling the whole earth, ﬁ‘, lce P;’ﬁl’:"
Dan2.75. The fmall vine Lrought outof e£gypt, qQuickly §orarratitatia
covers the bills wich her (hadow,her bowghs reach unto the g prarie no-
fes, and her branches unto therivers, Pfal.%0 8. The ten- ruztr Amd,

der plant becomes as the Cedirs of God ; and the graiw. g;‘;"b *

. Paln8, 3.
theit nells in the branches thereof : Aosnmins ate made [0

plains before it every vadey isfilled, and the creoked paths 7., ,
made firaight, thatic may have a paffage to its appointed 1 53.3,4,5.
) ? B period
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Eo ipfo tem.
pore quoadem-
nes gentes pra=
dicatio evange-
lijmittebarur,
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probibebatur ab
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nes bomines fal
vos fierd, krolp,
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7¢ £xAp Homw,
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period; and af this, not only, not fipperted b
advantages, but in dire® oppofitien u( fﬁc combif;cgu;:v‘::i
of this whole creation, a5 fafes, and in fubje@ion to the go4
of this World, the head thereof. As Chrift was & tendey plant
emingly eafic to be broken, and aroer out of a dry ground’
not eafily fiourithing, yet lLiveth for ever : ig his people ané
Kingdom, though as a /s/y among thorns, as Soeep among
wolves, a5 a turtle dove among 2 multitude of devourers
yet ftands ww/baken,at lealt unfhivered. ’

The main growsd and foundation of «#:hs, is kid ou
ver.6,7,8.9, of this Chapter, contairing a rich Jifcawry’
bow all things here below, elpecially fuch s concern the
Gofpeland Churchof Chrilt, arecarried along, thorowin-
numerable varieties, and a world of contingencies, ac.
cording to the regslar motions and goings forth of  free
eternal, wnchangeable decrees as all inferiour orbs, not.
withtanding the excemricks and irregularities of their
OWN inkabitants, ate orderly carried about by the firt
movcer,

In the 6. verfe, the planters of the Golpel are forks
preach the word in 44, (that pare of itpC pccnlm{l;‘(;dcatl?
led,)and ver.7. aflaying to ge with the fame mefage into
Bithynia, they are croffed by the fpirit, in their accempts :
butinmy sexr, are called o a place, on which their thoughts
were not at all fixed ¢ which calling, and which frbid-
ding,were both fibferuvient to kis free determination, who
Worketh all thirgs according to she connfell of his own wil
Ephel.1.11, ’

And no doubtbut in the disFenfGrion of .
rowout the wor/d, unto this é?a;y,/;hcre ist:l:e(fi‘i(?:l;:;:.
mity to befound, to the paters of Gods eternall decrees ¢
::;uaga:xiot: ;he :;(:ﬂ'engerér_no; made known aforehand by

ut dilcovergd in i
ing of p:o;idcnce. i the effeétsby the mighty worke

Amongft other Ntions, this is the day of Ex i-
fitation, the day-¢pring from on high, hayvingE v‘xgg::dd ‘tl‘;lis
peopée, and the Swane of righteoufneffe arifin upon us
With bealing in his wingsy 2 man afEngl‘,,.? hath prg:

T vailed
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vailed for affifance, and the free grace of God, hath wrought
us helpe by the Gofpel. ) ]

Now in this dey three things are to be dowe, to keep up
out fpirits unto this duty, of bringing dow:s our fFals by
humiliation, ,

1. To take us off the prideof ourown perSrmances, en-
deavours, or any adherent Worth of our own, nor for your
fikes do I thisfaith sbe Lord ; be it known unto you, be ye 4
Joamed and confonnded for your own wayes,Q boufe of Ifract,
(Ohoufeof England,)Ezek.36.33.

3. Toroot out that atbeisticall corruption,which depreffes
the thoughts of men, not permitting them in the higheft pro-
duds of providence, to look above comtingencies, and fecun-
dary caufes, though God bath wrought & ewr Works fir s,
1(a.26,13. and ksown snso bims arc a8 his Works from the bee
ginning of the World,AQs 15.18.

3. To fhew that the bw/ke of this people areas yetin the
Wilderneffe, far from their reffing.place, like (heep upon the
mountains,3s once Ifrael, Jer.50.6, as yet wanting be/pe by
the Gofpel.

The two firft of thefe will be cleared, by difcovering, how
that all revolutions herebelow, cfpecially every thing that
concerns the difpenfation of the Gofpel and Kingdoos of
the Lord fe/ms, are carried along, according to the erermaly=
fixed purpofe of God, free in it felf, ctaking neither rife,
g;m!h.ﬂmft nor occafiess, from any thing amongft the fons
of men,

The third, by laying open the helpelee condition of Go-
fpel-wanting fouls, with fome particular application, to all
Wwhich my rexr dire@ly leadsme.

The words in generall, arethe relation of a me(fage from 1, 444,
Heaven, unto Pas/, to dire® him in t_he publifping of the 3. 44qucms
Gofpel, as to the place, and perfins wherein, and to whom he
Was to preach s and in them you have thefe four chings :

1. The manner of it,it wasby wifion,a vifion appeared. Modws,
2, The time of it,in the nighr. . Tewpu,
3. Thebringer of it,aman of Macedonia, Infirumenten,

4. The matter of it, belpe for the Macedonians, inter- Materia,
: Ba prited,
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preted, ver.10. to be by preaching of the Gofpel,

A lictle clearing of the Words will make way for obfer-
vations. : ’

1. For the manner of the delivery of this meffage, it was
by vifion : of all the wayes that God ufed of old, to revess
him{clt unto any in extraordinary manner, which were fin.
dry and various, Heb.1.1. there was noone o frequent, a3
this of wifion : wherein thés did properly coxfi?, and where.
by disting#fhed from other wayes, of the di/covery of the fe.
crets of the Lord, I fhall not now difeufle : in generall, vi.
fions are vevelations of the mindeof the Lord, concerning
fome hidden things prefest or futnre,and not orherwife tobe
known: and they were of two forts ; s

1. Revelations meerly by Word, ox fome other more inter-
nall fpecies, without any outward fenfible apprarance,
which, for the molt part; was the Lords Way of proceeding
with the Prophers ; which tranfient light or difcovery of
things before snknown,they called a vifion.

2, Revelations, accompanied with fome fenfible apparie
tions,and chateither s

1. Of things,as nivally among the Prophers, rads and pots,
Wheels and trees, lamps, axes,veffels,rams, goatsandthe
Like,were prefentedunto them,

2. Of per (35, and thofe according to the variety of them,
of threeforts ;

Kiglt,Of the fzcond perfon of the Trinity; and #his either

1. In refpect of fome glorious beams of his deity, asto-

Ifaiab,chap.6.1. With 70h.12.41. to Daniel,chap, 10. ver.
5.,6. asafterwards to Jobxs, Rev.1.13,14,15. to which you
may adde the apparitions of the glory of God, notimme-
digtely defigning the fecond perlog, as Ezck.1.

3. With reference to his humanity tobe affumed, as to
Abrabam,Gen.18.1,2.t0 Iofbua, chap.5.13,14,15,c¢.

Sccond, Of Angcls, ssunto Peter, Aks 1 2.7. tothewoe
wan,Mat.28.2.t0 /o4n,Rev.22.8, ¢5c. i

Third, Of Aen,asin my sexs.

Now the feverall advancements of all thefe wayes in dige

aity and preeminence, according as they ¢ /early make out,
intelle@uall
o

;Mav

P e
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intelle@uall verity, of according to the bonour and exalea- )
tion of that wherco_f apparition is made,is too fruitlefle a pe- #id. Aquin.2.
cwlarion for this daies exercife, 2 qT4. ATL

Our wifiw is of the later fore, accompanied with a fenfible 3’; Ise:it in
appearance, and is called éespa ; therebe WO Words in the
new Teftament fignifying vifion, dcape and éxladz, coming
from diffcrent werbes, butboth fignifying to fee : fome di~

ingaifb them, and fay, that é:r?«m’x is gﬂviﬁon, x25’vzee, an
appearance to @ man dwake ; dcoua w28 Gae, an appeirance
toaman aflzep : called fometimes a dreaw, /08 33.15. like
that which was made to Jofeph, Mat.2.19. but this diftina
&ion will net #o/d : our Saviour calling that vifion, which
bis Difciples had at his eransfigurarion,when doubtlefle they.
were waking, Seavay Mar 17 9. {o that I concéive Panl had
this vifion waking;& the mighe,is fpecified,as the rime there-
of,not to intimate his being afleep, but rather his Warchfnll-
wes feeking counfell of God i the #ighs which way he thould
apply himiclf, in the preaching, of the Gofpel s and fuch I
conccive was that of later daies, whereby God reveasled to
Zuinglins a ftrong confirmation of the doétrine of the Lords
Supper,from Ex0d.14.11. againft the fa&ours for that mon= _
ftrous figment of Tranfubftantiation. .

2, For thefzcond or time of this vifion,I need fay no more, .
then what before 1intimated. . . A Lapide,Sane

3. The bringer of the meffage, drig s iy Mandiy 25wy he ;‘_‘c‘"”’lﬂ‘ﬂm,
wasa man of Afacedoniainavifion s the Lord made anap- ,0 % oo,
pearance unto him, asof a man of Macedonia; difCOVEr= ¢ tuter umes,
ing cven to his bodily eyesa man, and to his minde, thathe plusrch. in
wasto be conceived asamanof Macedonia: this was,fay 13‘:1.-'.8.4";.[
fome, an Angel, the Tautlar Angel of the place, fay the ;mi')‘n:[')‘“"'ﬁ
Popify cxpofutors, or the goniss of the place, according U feerucre, (e
to the phrafe of the Heathens, of whom they ‘leamed. Jeto quo [apore,
their dzmonologie, perhaps bim, or his A'n.tag_om&, that ‘quen verbis cx-
not /ong before appeared to Brutis all: Philipps : but thefe fﬁ:‘i’; n::[}::
are pleafing dreams s us it may fuffice, that it was.the ap- 1474') 4

. : . tercffet ixter
pearance of aman, the minde of Paul being enlightened 2,07 ey etona

to apprehend him as a man of Macedonia : and that rem %c, Auga.

with infallible affurance, fuch as ufually accompanieth conjcfs
B3 divine
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divine revelations, in them to whom they are mude,
as fer. 23. 28. for upon it, Lwke affirmeth, ver. 10,
they affuredly concluded, that the Lord cadled them into
Macedonsa.

4- The meffageit felf is adifcovery of the wans of the
Macedonians, and the affiffance they required, which the
Lord was willing (hould be impartedunto them : their want
is not expreffed, butinc/uded in the affifance defired, and

the per/onunto whom for it they were direted. Hadit

been to help them in their effates, they fhould Searcely
bave beenfencto Panl, who I believe, might for the mof-
art fay with Peter,Silverand Gold have I mone, Orhad it
en With acomplaine, that they, who from a province of
Greece, inacomnerof Exrope, had on a fwdden been ex-
alted into the Empire of the Eaftern World, were now en.
flaved tothe Roman power and oppreflion, they might bes-
ter havegon to the Parthians, then the only fate in the
world, formidable to the Romans : Panljthough a military
man, yet fought not with Neroe’s Legions, the then vifi-
ble Devil of the upper world, but with Legions of Hed, of
whom the earth was now to be cleared ; It muft be a foul-
want, if he be entrulted with the fupplying of it. ~And
fuch this was, help from death, bell, Satan, from the jaws
of that devouring Liow - of thisthe Lord makes them here
to Speak, Whatevery oneinthat condition ougheto Speak,
;Jeﬁfark):he Lords fake, it was a call to ;trl?acb ch?Go-
pel.

The words being spened, we muft remember what was
faid before of theirconmexion with the verfes foregoing ;
wherein the Preackers of the Golpel, are expreflely hindred
trom above, from going to orher places, and called hisher.
Whercof no reafon is a[%gncd, buc only the wil of him that

did impley them ¢ and that no arher canbe rendred, I am
further convinced, by confidering the empty conjeGures of
arcempters,

God fore-faw that they would oppofe the Gofpel, faies
our Beda : {o fay I might he of all nations in the world, had
not be determined to fend his «ffeZuall grace for the re-

mvall
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mppoﬁtion : befides, he grants the meansof

grace to defpifersy Matsh,13.31.

not prepared tor the Gofpel,{ays Occumenins :  Lapide.
Th?ilvgac;el aspth? Corinthians, whofe preparations you San@ius,
:a;vfef, 1 Cor.6.9,10,11. or any other nation, as we {hal
sfterwards declare ; yet to this

the Papistsand drmimians. Go

by Pasl,fays Ignatins,and Irenens.

ine to come upon thofe places,(ays .
o,ia{i,f?rffzx \lavilfl:::he would defiwer hisown, and there= yonl;, s,i/;:‘
forcgi: (écms,lefr them to the powerofthe Dewsls . ad 5p. Irx libs
we recount, of men, snwilling 3-cap.3.

More fuch fancies might that as thefole dife 2w caujam

i sJof God 3 but upon
::if:?f:::';; ::!;fn;':of thefe things we refty and draw thefe ;7. vines-

three obfervations.

1. The rule whereby all things are dispenfed bere below, querit,Au,.

A s the de=
ially i the making ont of the means of, Lrace, ¥ & wullo modocats»
:?r‘:i‘:g:::vill and uugnfcll of God : ftay not in e/{ﬁl»Fg" Jfam babet. A~
ootinto Bithywia, butcome to Macedonia even 0,0 Fa- “Guin, p.qges

ther,for fo, ¢5-c.

] jon, place or per~
di the Gefpelto any nasion, p _
fou:rz-tb;e{' :b::gn: ers, as the means of life and falvasion,

# of themeer free grace and good pleafure of Gods Stay not

in Afia, 56,

3. No menin the worldwant belp, Like thems that wans

the Gofpel. Comeand helpus.
i ith the firft of chefe, \ "
mﬁ:g::::f:‘zgg tCﬁ.cCﬁs) C[Pcd‘uy concerning the propa amje x5

/ £ Chrift, arein theit
gation of the Goipél, and the f:::t‘;’::nﬂp“’?:fe and coun- s, " Theos

{ ] hl'ilﬁ. g?y‘
in their events, arebut thewax, pb
t‘”?axt:e purpofe, hath lefcits own Picum.deprovs

greatelt variery, regulatedby
fell of God : all thin gﬁ ‘t}elclwz
Whereon the cternall fe4
smprc/fiom, and they every wWay uf:ﬂ
my minde to extend ehis €0 the gen

world ,nor to fhew how the "m“'n?cncq whereby it- ii hene

drviasefyom that ecerna

1l e of provide

20lifb conjecture adhere Ko™ Ser ipt.
would have thofe plac;.r Gusts W o0

erted by John, faics Sednlins, yet the i guture,
lghtufc); :(:g:bi}:‘;’ the eheif Z‘iq of thofe parts was plansed

the rule whereby, dre, fife mivme

er untoit, 1 is pot of ratioerdinis
lity of things in the yerum ad fe

| inlec.
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TLY Y e

Bevres MavAw
TO Y eUSPAD.

que fir wolun+
liquid majus co

Voluatas Dei

afs.

sy N %
‘921. )Q e~

Providentia

can by no means new, Th,p.g.

guide |



:1 Sermon preachedat the Faft, April 29,

1646.

Ezck.1.

Non tantum
res,fedreiua
mudis.
J"Jetur €720
qu0lnan jit @=
tiqua dcorde-
natto, deformie
1as aut peceds
rum fimpliciter
i tcrcutiers
fo,/cd tantun=
mioda veipedda
innriorum (aa"
faram, ordmi=
tionem (upcrio=
rieauf 1o'El.
g licer nen
walst fum pire
rarbare. btads
decan/. L ei
l'bote canez g,
e e e
" ”,V""F,“d L1744
narvide,
A.ieo [unia
jufitereguls
ef} ‘Der voiun
ras, ut qucquid
ault, oifo
que it uut ju
Jrum tabendum
Jity Aug.degen.
con man, i L.
Higtaa.

guided, 1o more thenan arrow can a2

. o=
void the mark, afterie
nerring hand, or well.

ha&h rcccleivmi the impreffion of an .y
ordered wheels not turpe, a i
: s accordir jon pi

them by the mafter fpring, of the v ey iy mosien givn

_ Vheels in iels vi
move irregolatly to the pirszof lite thar WasEi: :ﬁ:: rion

Nor yet fecondly, how that >
way prejudice the lib’ercy of feu;j l:::|zx?’.':sml|‘1:f: ' ‘:i:e" doth. "
agreeable to the natureg they are indued ’withallmH‘&'m
g;adcl:da:d preferves the five, yer hinders not ‘but eb:v ho
f so‘:n akig;”;re%r:%ecegari{é agreeable to its »am:-c -tbi;
s and guiding of ; :
yea effectually canfesh, zha:gthcy %Vc?rkr;f: 't et et
their nature, “agrcebleo
Nor yet thirdly, to clear uf
p what 2 fira; i
;horowz all the dar‘knes,vunfuﬁ ondod d i(ord:::lxgx?ilf;”\; n}gs
t(ﬁﬂ:gﬁ»(/;;t:{};.. in I’fi](PC& of the firlt fountain andmhii
endanse ings, there is neither deformicy. f ‘
v, o gt i ol e
) rale, which is th d e
ﬁrlth caufe (bcufwg free :'as,he thae camgtfiln:?::'f ;x::::;l;e, .
}s“; fxchal,i.eo his gaing, but not of hig going lame: org(fe’
aling a {mell from the kennell, js the caIJ.fe of the

ﬁweﬂ, but not of its nos d
Ut otfommﬂ'e, for f'om g i
beams raife afwutiavour s nothing is m'tﬂ‘. b(ax w“’ " howIs
g 1samifle buc what g

ethoff fromits own rule, whi

: #le, which h ;
do a“hhlfs pleafure, and knows no oihc:r“?&tc do, l;lvho will
;:E’j; cle Khﬁ)gs, 1 fhall tie my di/c‘mrﬁ’ to .that l&l‘j[:hmi
the éaa:u;c At W0 Iy propofiion, viz. to di(coverI how
” e.zgn: of g:;:;’]p‘rvo}::?d:tlg ;uc in the difpenfation of the

L o ro ic roenl.

ctem:!l purpofe of God, unfold:s’ iﬁi?vt\tfg”ﬁ‘“d by fome
°“t: IST;thmLéﬂllaydown three thirgs ord. To make
» 1, The wonderfull variety in difrnc.
:e;:x :>f (a;vztion. in re‘;gé“o?‘:gf:’ﬁng;;gzh?boutw:rd
e Tt s ord e he il 1 oy o
éug with God, had be ‘rvirg trom fin, and contiatl-
every ereause, buc for she aerr, OiVerllly cxtended 0

the grace of rifing from fin, and .

‘coming

4’

e

roming again unto God, thatis made exceeding variess, by
fomz diffsnguifping purpofe.

5. That this oxeward difpenfation being prefuppofed, yet
ineffeltuab working upon parsicalar perfons, thete is 0o
e varicty, for he hash mercy on whom he wil have
merey.

;.7 Dilcover the r#les of this whole adminiftration.

1. For the firff, The promife was at firlt made unto
Adum, and by him doubtleffe conveied to his éffwe; and
preached to_the feverall generations, which hiseyes beheld,
proceeding from his own Joyss : but yet by the wickednes
of the old world, all fiefh corrupeing their waies, we may
cafily colle&t, that the ksowledge of it quickly departed
from the mof? : fin banifhing the love of God from their
hearts, hindred the kpowledge of God from continuing
intheit mindes. 3. Attermany revsvings, by vifions, e
‘welations, and covemants, it Was at length cafledin-trom
the wide world, and wholly restrained to the hoxfe, fami-
ly and feed of eAbraham : with whom alone, all the means
of grace continued, for rhrice fourteen generations ; they
alone were in Goffen, and all the warld befides in thick
darknes : the dew of Heaven was on them a5 the fleece,
when elfe all the earth wasdry,  God frewed his word unto
Facsb, bis fatures and judgements unto Ifrael, be bath
vot dealt [o with any Natson, Pfal.141.19,20. The prero-
gative of the Jews was cheifly in this, that to them were
committed the oracles of God, Rom.3. to them pertained
the adoption, and the glory, the Covenants and the giving
sf the Law, the fervice of God and the promifes, Rem.9.4.
3. But when the f/nes of time came, the Somof God be-
ing fent in the Jikenes o ﬁnfull'ﬂfﬂl, he drew af men unto
him : and God,who had before winked at the time of theic
ignorance, then called them ewery where to repent : -com-
manding the Gotpel to be preacked, tothe sniverfality of
reafonable creatures, and the way of falvation tobs pro-
claimeduntoall; upon which, ifew years the found of the

Gopel went out into all NV ations, and the funof Righte-
cufnes difplayed his beawss “P"“éhe babisable parts of d;lc
’ layed cartch,

e

Gen,y 1.
Chap 4.6,
Gen.6.5.

Gen.f.xq.'
& 6.18.
Gemae, 1.
&i8.1,3-
Plal.76 1,%
J-h.gaza,
Gal 4 4,
Job.1s.32.
A&ts 17,30,
Matk.a6 s,
Mal.3.e.
Frov 8.31,
Sce Terrallian, 1
|
1

lib, ad Iude,
reckoning ale
moft allche
known Na.
tions of the
werld,and ate
fitming thae
they all, thag
is, (ome in
them, inhis'
daies, fubmit-
ted tothefce-
pter of Chrifk:
he lived inthe
cad of the fee
cond Century,
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carth. 4. But yet omce more this light, by Satan and his
agerits, perfecutours and feducers, is almoft extinguifhed,
as was foretold, 2 The/.3. remaining but in few places,
and burning dim where it was, the King‘dom of the beaft be.
ing full of darknes, Revel.16.10, yer God again raifeth up
reformers, and by them kindles a light, we hope, nevet
tobe put out. Buc alas, whata 5por of ground doth this
fhiwe on, in comparifon of the former vaff extents and
bounds of the Chriftian world. Now is all this variety,
think you, to be afcribed unto chance, as the T hilofopher
thought thie world was made by a cafwall concurrence of
atomes? or haththe Ido/ tree-will, with the new goddeffe
contingency, ruled in thefedifpenfations ? truly neitser the
enenor the orker, no more then the fiy raifed che us?, by fit-
ting on the chariot whee/ ; but all thefe things have come to
pafle, according to a certain unerring rule, given them by
Gods determinate parpofe and counfell, Secondly,prefup-
pofing this variety in the estward means, how is it that
thereupon, oneis taken, amotber Jeft? the promife is made
knownto Cainand Abel ; one the firlt murcherer, theother
the fitlk eMarsyr 3 Jacaband Efan, had the fame ourgard
advantages, butthe one becomes ffrael, the ather Edom,
theone inheritsthe promifes, the other fcls his right fora
mefle of poteage : at the preaching of our Saviour, fome be-
lieved, fome blalphemed ; fome faid he was a good man,
others faidynay but he deceiveth the people: have we not the
word inits power this day, and do wenort fee the like vari-
ouseffelts, forse contioming in impenitency, others infin-
cerity ¢/ofing with Jefus Chrift 2 Now what {hall we fay to
shefe things? What guides thefe wheels? Who thus fears.
his wotd for the gaodof fouls? Why #his alfo,as I faid be-
fore, 4 from (omg pecadiarly diftinguithing purpofe of the
will of God. . ' !

"To open the third thing propoled, T thall few, firlt, that
all this variery is according to Gods determinate purpole,
and an{wercch thereunto ; Secondly,che pacticular purpofes
from whence this variery proceedeth, -

b Ephefx.xs, He workerh all things according to the

Counfelt:

18 the Homurable Houfe of Commmens. . I

Counfcll of hisown will as man may be faid to ere® a fa- Filcar. is/oc.

v, accordingto the: connfel.of his Will, when he frae Nl Jirire,
f:::lf it beforefxghis minde, and maketh all chings in cvene, ::EW% ?oi‘,‘;‘."
anfiwer his preconceived: platforms; all things, (efpecially 3,3 77 osy.
72 wasla, all thofe things, of Which the eApoftle theretipats vofu, <3 d o
cth, Gofpel-things) have their faturition, ,’"d. manner of gm,nga;):z:l?_:
bci’ trom his erernaBpurpofe: whesce. aifois the sdegin =57 - e

nEs : : i in fatis imple,
the minde of God, of all things with their c‘zrcy_mjhm."er, Mit.10.30,
that fhall be s that is the firfhmover, continuing itfelf sm- [ob 145,
moveable : giving to ewery thing a regulsr metion, ac- Prov.is.33.
cordiog to the smpreffion whick from that it doth reccive : ;:0:‘-; . Loy

or known unta hims are all bis works. from the beginning of v o nife
theworld, AC 1501 8. . . OQ'iPOfEMﬁ'

If any attesdants of a@ions, might ‘frce and exempt eri velit, et
them, from the regulat depewdance we infitt upon, they ipe fadiends,

‘beei 1 ; tor beth thefe, velfirende ue
mult be cither consingency or fin ; but yet tor £ y Yl
wehave, befides generall rades, clear particular inftances: qog o0y o
what (cems more contingent and cafuall, then the swadvi- , ¢ 6.,
frdflaying of a man, with thefall of the head of anaxe from | King.za19,
the belve, 3s & man Was cutting wood by the way fide? ::c’i.n" orge
Dewt.19.5. yetGod affumes this as his own work, Exod. BANE10
13.13. the fame may be faid of free agents, and their adti- po 00 6,
ons: and for the other, fee ﬁ&:}.n,zs. in the {c{msﬁorx g,w,,,.%., .

 the Sonne of Gods love, all thisgs came to paffe accord- &c.

‘i)ncll:: hisnuunfea had before decermined that it fhould be D:z“r:ni:‘ o
done, Now how in theae ofthelo liberty is not abrid- fraius it mae
ged, the matre of thingsnot changed inthe oshers fianeis yy'cor (operas
mt:‘aun:tnnnctd, belongs not to this dxto?m-fc: the cowm= urper eos qued
fellof she Lord then ftandeth for ever, ana the thoughts of elplaccl;:t:?:.‘
bisheart areunto all gemeraionss Pfal.33.12, bis connfeld ""f‘u::t;u;‘
Jandeth, avdbe Will da all bis pleafure;,112.46.10. forheis F2o0 €70 Jia
the Lord’,audht changesh wor,Mal.3.6, with himis neither off ipforam o
variablenes nor fhadsw of tarning, ]amfs 1.17. all tbmgs peribus wals,
that are,come ta paffe in that unchangeable method, which /euio ;r‘; ;.';'l"
be hath laid them down from all cernity. . dineto o 5% e

2. Let us look peewliarly upon thepurpofes ‘“2’_‘;‘ Snd Dei eperibms
which the difpeniationsof the Gospels both inv femding, and poi; Fulgent,
withbelding it do proceed. Ca 1. For a4 Momm,

'y

y
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3> Thel s,
Al 4.
Liberatur pars

' beminum,parte
pereunte; ﬁ»d

: ’ cur borum mi.

Jertus fit Dews,
i8orun nop mi-
i fertus, que fci-

i entia compre-

: bendere patef? 7
later difcretio.
na ratio, fed

non latet ipfa
diferetio Prefp,
4¢ Vocat.Gen,

~yuth, 3 in my text, Macedonia : and

1. Forthe not fending of the means of grac -
people, whereby they qur not the joyfull (ogund i);l ?l:: 5:.
£pel, but have in all ages tollowed dumb 1dols, ag man
doe unto this day. In this chapter of which we treat the
Gofpel is forbidden to be preached in Afia and Bigh, nia
whichreftraint the Lord by his providence, as yet confi’nuc;
to many parts of the world : now the parpo/z from whence
this proceedsth, and whereby it is regulased, you have
Rom.9.22. What if Godwilling to foew hiswrath, and o
make hispower known, endured with much long j‘yﬁ'ﬂin
xb; veffels of it wrath frted to defiruction, compareﬁ
with €Matth.11.25,26. thou hatt hid thefe things from the
prudent and wife, even fo,0 Father,for fo jt feemed goodbe-
fore thee : and with 4¢ts 14.16. he fuffered all Nations to
walk in their own ways : now Gods mor fending the ¢ruth,
hath the (sme defigne and aim wich his fending, the.cfficacy
of errour,viz,that they all may be damned, who haveitnots
there being o other wame under Heaven, whereby ¢hey may
be faved, but anly thas which is ez revealed unto them :
God inthe meantime, being no more the canfe of their fins
for which they incurre damsnation, then the 91 is the Canfe
of fold and darknes, whichfollow the abfence thereof: or
he is the canfz of a mans imprifanmens tor debe,  who will
not pay his debt for him, though he be no.may obliged fo to
doe: fothen the nor fending of the Gotpel 1o any people
isan a regulated by thateternsl purpofz of God, where.
by he determineth to advance the glory of his ju}}i:e by
PETILEng fome men to fin, 0 continme in chéir fin, and
tor fin to fexd them to their own Place ; as a Kings woe ;end-
ing apardon to condemned malefactors, is an ilfue of his
purpefe, that they fhall die for their faulcs,
thc(;ofé)}(:l djfmngedl;, and chorow wondcrfull
unexpected providences, carried away froma pe
that the $piric which moves in thofe gb:?l? Tsp zb‘::k, knov;”
of God which we have recounted. ’ parpole

3. Tofomse people, tofome Nations, the

God calls them o repentance and acknowle dg(zom{gsl; ngge:}:

England the day
wherein

varseties, and

gloriows grace: upen who

‘When you fee.

to t;; Honcurable Houfe of Commens.

e breath. Now thereis in this atwo-fold aim :
erein we breath. Now thereis inthis ‘

?h;:‘;uh’ar rowards fome in their converfion; 3. Generak
t(;wardsall fot conviétion, and therefore it is acfed accord»

ing toa two-fold purpo/e, which carries it along, and is ful-

flledthereby.

i i ofe of faving fime in and by Jefms Chriff,
ci}}c:ag;ll};lirzrrgng them unt%himfclf, for the praifeof his
mfoever the feal c;lf the I.i?rd is
at God knows them and owses them as his, to
ﬁp::P;xdc’v:Rl caufe his Gospel tobe revealed. eA4¢ts lfi.xo.
Panlis commanded to absde at (orinshand-to preach !: e;:,
pecaufe God had much people in thac City : though ; e h'-
»il had them in prefent poffe ffion, yet they wErc G; :[ n} I::
cernall cosnfels And fich as chefe they Were,f0r Who efs
the man of Macedonia is fent on his wse fage. Havedyc’)’u ne-
vet {een the Gospel hover about a Nation, wow and rees a-.
bout tofersle, and anon fcared and upon ¥isg 3gain, yet
Working thorow difficulties, making plains of mon}gtaur:;,
and filling valley s, ov;rthrgwmg “m’:ﬁ putting alicns
i ngth taking fixm roog bt God
gxglhytﬁ;i: thl;vcg not, yc-ug are ffrangers tothe _placcé whergin
youlive. Now what is all thss, but the WOrlfllmgc;’ d_:e P“hri;
ﬁa[e of God .to atmis its propofed end, of gas tr‘s({lg his
Saints to himtelf. Ineffeétuall working of gracea i‘:;s bor
converfionand (3lvation, whence doyou thinke t:'t gs esits
rule and decermination,in refpe&t of parsicular 0D)CXS;. har
it (hould be'dl'r;‘&cd to Iloh;fl, n:]tt{:i(sdgi;ﬁ '.'S;:”n:.:: f::;::) not
imon Magus ? Why only from ‘
él of God t%om c:emiyty, to bring the one, a:ﬁ nji :2::::!:;:
to himfclf by Chrift, AQs 3.47: the L@_r(:‘f 3o £20
Church fisch. aé fhowld be faved. Thepuspoieo f:;léf; ;
the rule of au.,,g to the Churchof beleeverss And: 3

ined tocternall life. Theix.
43, a6 maoy belened®s TS "d‘m:ae:n right to faith and.

ordains life erernall, gives th b ﬁ

bﬁe;:c:{ #;lz’gﬁrg)oflc ot Gods sl &un‘ l§ therw l: Of dlf{?ﬁﬂ‘iﬂ‘&

ﬁ"s?é%?fhi; f:urp.;ﬁ of lciving fgmé inexewfableinthein
]

fins, for the furt
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P

(#é
‘?

e Cedarsof God 2 .

pex maniffation o Chi; glcmumﬂm.t *:;

Rom,8.28, 29,
Eohef 1.4,
aTima. v,

BpheCa.s, 1
Non ob aliud
dicit, non vos
me elegijtis,

[id e20 vos eo

. legi, nifi quia

non clegernnt |
eum, ut eligeres
eos s {edut eli
gerent eum ele~
zit ¢os. No»
quiaprefcivit
evs credituros,
fed quia falfu.
Tus jpfe fuerit
credentes. Eles
@i funt itad,.
ante mundi
conftitutionen,
ea predeflinge
tione, qus De~
i ipfe ua fu-
tura fatls pree.
widit :. eledti
fune aurers de
mundo es voCae
tione,qus Deus:
idquod prede-
ffingui imple-
vit. Augult, de:
bon, perfev,
capa6,17.
Mat. 51 38,
AQs53.46a.

\




'

Luk.2,344

v otg,
Lock.s.s,
Mtk 3,15,
Rom,gyz23,

Ufe 1.

Nihopaz,

+ docd dl the paffages thercot have been »

: xeftauration ot Ierufaless, ver.a

A Sermom preached at the Faft, April 20, 1646

the raleof diftcsfing the word unto them: Dig '
fee the Gospo/ fent or continued to an unthanke S meve

. .- . - ll v
bringing forth no fiuits meet forit? whcreforce'/:?}: isl;ce)o(gnler’
fee Ifa.6.9,10. which prephecic you have fulﬁllcd, 10/1.12:

41,42, in men defcribed, /ude 4. and 1 Per.2.8.But here we.

it fFrike {ail, the Waves fwell,and it is

X y : No eafie tagk |
in this culfe, the rightecufneffe of God is g gre/:: moutnotﬁr’!l
( eafie to be feen ) but his yudgements lika the greatdcep'

(Weocan frarchinto the bottoms thereof ? 3
foT kope 1 have difcovered, how a// thirés)bel:gﬁggf- 2)13
cerning :h&z Pr'ohmldg'“i” of the Gofpcl, are,in their giearéi‘t
varsety, {traightly regulated by the
cot¥1fc§(;f God, T};';e éfn of'il:f{)llo:;v.c rernall purpefes and
o difcover whence it is, that the worke of ;
worfkip of God, and [etling the almoft d:p::t’:ir:f"” gfj;e}-lle
hath fo powerfully been carried alongin this Nation s thae
ab.:auuful.l fabrick is feento arife in the middeRofall oppoa
Sitions, with the confufion of axes and hammers [Eungf‘,:
about it: though the builders have been forced oﬁrime}g
not only with one hand, but wich bork tohold the Weapays o’f'
wartes that alchough the wheels of our chariots havg been
knockedoffand they driven heavily, yet the reaplar motion
of the fuperiour wheclsof providence, bave carried on tl;:
defigne, towards the refting place aimed ar, that the jbic
hath been direted to the porr, though the ﬂ,orm had u'tf:
pfledihe ?nlors and mariners 3 evenfrom bewce thatal?ﬂ;is
great variety,was but to Worke our one cereain ﬁ’Zre-a oing=
edend, proceeding in the 17485 and paths, which wcfg tris
ced cut tor it from eternity 5 which though they have feerk-'-
edtous amazeor labyrinth, fuch a World of copesy ences
ahvd various chances ‘hath the workepafied thorow -‘%’cr :‘:—l
egnlar and ﬂ'raighr,
} tor the Whv/e in the coun.
chap.g. makes his {upplication for the
“ , Jaiems, VER2g.-an dmgel is (ent togel]
ne, S e et
was betoredetermined, and: is now fee gn‘;:or’g[’/ﬁ}:
whae

an{wering the platforms laid d 0l
fell,o(’Go%. DP“”;{I’”’ o for

to the Honourable Honfe of C_an‘vmm. .

IS

what mosntains of oppofition,what kisderances lay in the
way? Cyr muft come to the crown, by the deark or
flaughter of D arins ; his heart be moved to fead fome to the
worke ; in a fhorz time Cyrws is cut oftynow ditficuities arife
from the following Kings : what their flactering counfel-
lours,what the malignant Nations_a‘bout them conspired,che
books of Nehemsab and E zra futticiencly declare, Whence,
vera2s. the Angel tells Daniel, that from the command-
ment, to reftore and build IersfGlem, unto Mefia the
Prince, {hallbe 7 weeks,and 62 weeks, the freet foall lge
built again, and the Wallincrouble(ime times : thatis, it
fhall be 7 Weeks tothe finithing of Terwfalem, and thence to
Meffia the Prince, 63 wecks ; 7 wecks, that is, 49years,
for [ much it was*, from the decree of Cyrus, to the finith-
ing of the wallby Nehemsab : of which sime the Temsple, as
the Fews affirmed, wasallbuat 3 yeers inbuilding, /oh.2.20,
during which Space, how-often did the bearss of che people
ot God faint in cheir troubles, as though they thould never
have fcen an end, and therctore ever and anom were rea-
dy to give over, as Hag.1.3. but yet ye fee the decree
was fixed, and all thafc varieties, did but orderly' warke
in an exa@ method, for the glorious accomplifbment ot it.

Zichq7e
Scil. de E-
mende Tenifla

*1 follew in
this the vulgar
or common ace
count, othere
wife there 1s
no part of
Scriptureachron
nologie fo
contended 2+
bout, as thefe
viecks of Das

aiel : mofk concluding,that they are terminated inthe death of Chrift, happening abous
the middeft of the laft week : but about their originall or rife theie isno finall debace,
of the four decrees made by the Perfian Kings ahourthe bailding of Teru/alen, viz. 1. By
Cyrm,2Chron.3.6. 3By Divins Beck.6,3. 3By JAruurw,»Ezrk.% “0f the fame to Ne-
bemiab chap.2. foilowing theaccountof thair rtign (ecdewn ;m ‘profune ftorics, the laft
only holds cxa@ly. Tertuflionad lule. begins it krom Dariur, when this viioa app:are
¢d to Daniel, whom it feems he conccived to be Darixs byjlaipes, thac fo\[ovycd the
Magi, and not Medus thac was before Cyrus = an'd fowith a lmguhr}g‘md? of_(hl:ono-
logte. makesup hisaccount,  Pid: Eafeb: demon. Eyan Lib.8.capir. Fune.Com. i Chrone

Beroald; chrams I'{lx.gitdfv7i3'¥°‘“m'j Appavat: "o

selands troubles, havenot yetesdured above kalf the odd
fte%.r of thofe reformers task, yet, good God, how fhort
breathed aremen § what faimssng isthere? what repining,
what grudging againft the waicsof thekord?. Batt Jlet mie
tell yon, that as_the waserin the Bream wilk norgo bigherl
then the head of the fountain, no more will the w:rhk:n ;m
tanhet 4
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hand, be carried one 5ep higher, or beyond the aim of its
fountain, the countel of God, from whence it hathitsrife -
and yer as a river will break thorow all oppafitions, and
fwell to the heizht of mountains, to go to thefea, from
whence it came; fo will the fream of the Gofpel, when ic
comes cut trom God, break down all mountains of oppofi-
tion, and not be hindred trom refting in its appointed place.
It were an eafic thing to reca// their mindes, to fome
trembling periods of ume, when there was trembling in
our eArmies, and trembling in our oun/els, trembling
to be afbamed, to be repented of, trembling. in the Ciry
and in the Countrey, and men were almolt at their wirs
end for the Grrows and fears of thofe dayes ¢ and yet
we [z how the unchangeable purps/e of God, hath wrought
“§tromgly thorow all thefe ffraits, from one end toanother,
that #othing might fall to the prownd, of what he had de-
termined. 1t amanin thofz daics had gone about €0 per/iwade
us, that all cur pre(fures were good omens, that they all
wrought togcther for our gaad, we could have been ready to
cry with th: woman,who when the had recountcd figt grics
to the Phyficians and he fill replicd, they were goodfignes,
81 woidyallaw gy upar, gocd fignes haveundone me, thefe good
fignes will be our rzin ; yetbehold (we hope) the contrary.
Our day hathbeen lilke thar mentioned, Zech.14.6,7. a day
whofe light is ncither clzar nor dark, a day knownonly to
the Lerd,{eeming tous to be ncither day nar night : but God
knew all this while that ic: was aday, he faw how it all
wrought for the appointedend = and in the evening, in the
clofeyt will be Zight folight as to be tous difcernable. 1n the
mean titne, we arelikc snskilful] men, going to the houfe of

“fome curious Areift, {olong asheis aboue his workedespife
it as confufed ; but when it is finithed,admire it as excellents

Whileft the paffages of providenicedee on uis, all is confifion,
but when tte febrickis reared,glorions.

.. Learn to look upon the wifedsm ot God, in carrying all
thiugd, thorow ‘this wonderfull' variety, exadtiyto anfwer
hisi own cternall parpofk uloffering o many - mosntains 0
licin the way of retorming his Charches, and festing the

: Golpel,

‘30 the Homowrable Honfe of Commons.
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Gofpel, that his !;iri; may have theglory, and his people

the comfre intheir removall. It isap high and Noblecon
templation, to confider the purpafes of God,fo far asby the
event revealed, and to fee what imspre/fions his wifedom and
power do leave upon things accomplithed herebelow, to
read in them a femporary hiftory of his eternall countels.
Some men may deem it firange, thac his detcrminate wif,
which gives 7wle to thefe things, and could in 2 werd have
reached its own appointment, thould carry his people fo ma-
#y journies in the Wiliierse(Je,and keep we chus loxg in folow
eltace, I fay,not to fpeak of his own glory,which bath $park=
Iedforth ot chis fline poppoficion,there be divers thimgs, things
of Light, forour good, whichy be hach broughe forch out of
all that darkeneffe, wherewith we have been averclonded :

takea few inftances.

1. 1t there had been no difficulries, there had been no de-
Liverances : and did we ncver finde our hearts {o snlarged to-
wards God upon fuch advantzges, as to {ay, well, this daies
semper of {purit, was cheaply purchafed by yeftcrdaies an=
g#ifb and fcar ? that wasbut abeing fick at fea.

2, Had there been no tempests and ftorms, we had not
made out for felter : did ye never ran to atree for fbelier
ina ftorm,and finde frwis whichyeexpeted nor? did ye ne-
ver go toGod for fafegard in thefe times, driven by out-
ward formes,and [hgreﬁndc unexpected frust, the peaceable
fiuit of righteoufue(fe, that madeycu fay,Happy tempit,
which caft me into fuch an harbour? 1t was 2 fform thatcc-
cafioned the difcovery of the goldes mines of Judia: hath not
a florm driven fome to the difcovery of thericher mines of
the love of God in Chrift ?

3. Had not Efax come againft hims,with 400 men, Faceb
had notbcen called Ifrael, he had not been pur toiit, to try
his firergth with God, and {oto prevail, Who would not
puzchafe with the greatelt diffreffe that heavenly somfirs,
which is in the regsrs of prayers? the ftrength ot Gods Je-
cobs in this Kingdom, had not been known, it the Efass had
not come againft them.Some{ay, this War hath made a dil-
covery of Englands firength, wlla)at itisable wodo, 1 :hinl:c

. o
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Per Mart, de
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fo alfo, not what Armsies it can raife againft men, but with
what Armies of prayers and tears it is able to deal with God,
Had not the brethren ftrove in the wombe, Rebekab had no:-.
asked, Why am I ehss ? nor received that an{wer, The elder
fhall ferve theycunger : had not two firss of people ftrug-
led in the wombe of this Kingdom, we had not Gwght, nor
received fuch gracious anfwers. Thusdoall the varions mo-
tions of the lower Wheels, ferve for ourgood, and exacly
anfwer the imprefiion they receive from the master fprin
the eternall purpofe of God. Of this hitherto. &
The [ending of the Gofpel to any one Nation, rather then
anothey,as the means of e and (Glvation,is of the meer fiec
grace and goodpleafire of Gods
Ngva b%fore Ifcoln;e dm makeout the abfolate independen-
ey and freedomet this distinguifbing i
t{“ce iy gnsfbing mercy, Ifhall premife
Fitlt; That the wor fending of the Gofpel to any per
people,is of Gods mecr good pleafire, andpnot of agyppegsi:
dittinguithing demerir in chat perfon or people. - No man or
Nation doth majorems ponere obicem, lay more or greater
sbfta:les againlt che Gofpel chen another, There is njﬂ;ing‘
imaginable tolay a bleck in the paffage thereof, but only fin's
Now thefe fins, are,or may be, of twofores 5 cither firft, a-
gainft the Gospel icfclf, which may poflibly hind:r the re-
ceiving of the Gefpel, but ot the fending of it, which ic pre-
fuppoleth. Sccondly, againft the Covenans they are under
and the lt_ghr they are guidedby, before the beams of thc’
Golpcl fhine upon them : now in thefe, generally allarec-
guailyall having fnned and come (hort of the glory of God s
And in particzlar fins againlt the Law and fighe of nature,
no Nution have gone farther then they which were fooncft
:zilig:hlh:?lw”hfmi' \gzord, ;s atterwards will appear :- fo
ele caufe OF LDIS, 1S LOE go
Saviour attirmeth, M ar, l,"zsﬂ%.adplm[inof Cod, aseur
Secondly, That fins againft the Covenant of wo i
men are und.r, betore the Gospel comes unto’twhztrrlx‘ s,:::‘:zl:
hgvc any gencrall demerir, that the means of life a;d falva=
uon by free grace (hould not be impareed to them. It is true,

H
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all Nations have deferved to be turned into befl, and 2 people
that have had the truth, and detained it in ungodiinefle, dee
ferve tobe deprived of it.  The firfl,by vertue of the fanétion
of the firlt broken (ovenant : the other, by finning againit
+har, which they had of the fecend 5 but that men in 2 faklen
condition, and not able torifz, fhould hereby defervenot to
be lnlped up,needeth fome diffswétson toclearit,

There is then a swo-foold demeri: and indignity : one
meetly negative, or awot deferving to have good done unto
us: The other pofitive, delerving that geod fhould ot be
done untous. The firsF of thefe, is found inad the world,
in refpect of the difpenfarion of the Gofpel : If the Lord
fhould beffow it only on thofe Who do not, net defetveit,be
‘mult for ever keeptit clofedup in theeternall treafare of his
hisown bofom. The fecond 1s found direttly in wene, inre-
fpec of chat peculiar way which is difcoveredin the Go-
{pel,becaufe they had not finned againft it:whichrighwly con-
fidered,gives no fmall /ufre to the freedom of grace.

Thirdly, Thatthereis aright inthe Gofpel, and a fitnefle
in that gracious difpenfation, to be made known to all people
in the world ; that no fingular portion of the earth {hould
be any longer an koly land, orany monntain of the world lifc
up its head aboveits fellows. And this right hath a double

undation,

Firlt, The infinite valaeand worth of the blond of Chrift,
giving fulwe[fe and fieneffe to the promiles fisnded thereon,

Rom.B.22.

to bcpropaunded to 21l man-kinde, for thromgh bisblowd, ro- Jocl 2.18.

miffion of fins sspreacked to Whofsever beleeves omhinws,
AQs 10.43, to cuer) Creature, Mat.16,15. God would
have a price of that infinite value for fin,laid down, as might
juftly give advawtage, 10 proclaim a pardon inds finisely to
o0 that will come in,and accept of it,there being initno de-
fect ag all, ( though inténtionally only a ranfom for fome )
buc thit by sz, the World might know that be had dene What=
[iever the father commanded bins,J0.14.31¢

Secondly, In that eeconomy and difpentation of the grace
of the new Covenant, breaking forth in thele Jater daics,

Johoiy 32,
Rom.s §
Rsm, 1026,

whereby all externall diinétion,of places and gerions,people Romegi3,
T D2 and
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and Nations being temoved, Jefus Chrift taketh af Nations
to be hisinberimnce, difpenting to all men the grace of the
Gospel, bringing falvation, as feemeth beft to him : Tit.2,
11,12, for being lifted up, he drew ali unto bim, baving re.

deemsed us with his bloud, ost of every kinred and songue,

people and Nation, Apoc.5.9. And onthefe swo grounds it
15, that the Gofpel batlinit fe/f aright and firne e, tobe
preached to ad,even as msany as the Lord our God fhall call,

Thelc things being premifed, I come to the proof of the
affertion, . )

Deut.7.7,8. Mofesis very carefullin fundry places toget
this to take an impre fion upon their {pirits, thatic was weer
free grace thatexalicd them into that condition and dignity
wherein they ood, by their approach unto God, in the en-
joyment of his Ordinances : in this moft ceerly rendring the
canfe of Gads Zove in chufing them,mentioned,ver.7. to be
only his Jove, ver. 8. his love towards them is the caufe of
his love,his free Jove cternally determining, of his free love
actually cosfirring thofe diftinguifhing mercics upon them :
it was notfor their righteonfneffe, for they were a fHiffnecks
ed people,Diur.6 6,

Mar.11.25 26, Our Saviour laying both thefe things to-
gether, the hiding of the myfteries of ialvation from Gme,
and revealing them to others, renders the fGme reafonand
fupreme canfe of both, of which ne account can be rendred,
only the good pleafire of Ged. 1 thanke thee father:and if a-
ny will proceed bigher, and fay, Where is the juftice of this,
thac men egually obnoxious, thould be thus wnegrally ac-
cepted ¢ wetay Wich Pasl,that bewill bave mercy en Whom
be will bave mercy, and whom he will be hardneth, and who
art thou,O man, that difpucck againft God?f 1 es homo, ¢
ego homo, audiammus dicewtem, O homo,Tn quis : to lend
a pardow to fome that are condemned, fuffering the rei? to
fuffer,bath no injuftice. 1f this will not fatisfie,let us (ay with
the fame Apoftle, ¢ £, Rom.11.33. O the depch of
the,e5c,

Y¥ea fo far is it from truch, that God hould difpenfe, and
grant his Werd and means of grace,by any other rule,or upon

ang
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any other motive then his own wid and good pleafure, thst
we finde in the Seripture the dire® conerary to wh:u:wg
would fppefe, even, mexcy fhewed to the more.anworthy,
and the more Worshy paffed by, reckonivg Worshineffe 2nd
uswartbine[Je by kfle or greater fin, with lefie or more en-

refiftet vobis in-
nwaerabilivm
caufa pspule:
ram,y quibus pey
19t feculs, .
leftis dolrine

deavours. Chrift preaches to Chorazinand Bethfaida which .asnuuriationon

d not repent, and at the fame time dexies the word to
;;:: and Ziz:, which would have gotten on fackclothand
athes,when the other continued delicate defpifers, Aar.11.
23, Exekielis fent to them that would not hear bims,pafling
by them that would have bearkened chap.3.s. whichis mot
clear, Rom.9.30,31. the Gemtiles which fllowed mot after
rightconfneffe, bave atzained to righteonfueffe, cves the
vighseonfne(fe of faith ; but Ifrael which follawed afrer the

corruféavit,nec
weltores juiffe
eornos pofferes
pofJfumns i+
cere, ctibus
feriptum ¢fF,
Gentium ppue
lus qui fedebar |
8 teneutislus
cem vidif maz-

Law of righteoufne[[e, have not attained o ir. Ifinthedi- ram, protp &

{penfation of the Gefpel, the Lord had had any refpect to the
defert of pesple, Corinth that famous place of fioning, had
net fo foon enjoyed it, the people whereof for wer/bip, were
led away with dwmbe Idols, 2 (k. 12.3. and for :hcirllyes,
ye have them draws to the life, 1 Cor.6.9,10,xt. Forxica-
soursidelaters,adulserers, effeminate.abufersof :bcjﬂftlm;
With man-kinde, thicves,covetons, drunkards,revilers,exe
torsiomers,xy maild Tvis ire,which is to be repeated, s 3 rauvi,
fome of yon were firnicatonrs, fome Idolaters, but ye are
fan@ified + feem not thefe to the eye of ﬁc(h goodly gucli-
fications—for the Gofpel of Fefms Chriff ? had thefe men
been deale withall,according ss they had d'ﬂl ofed themfelves,
00t firser fuel for hell could the juftice of God require: bue
yetyeee, to thefe the Gofpel comes, which the firft,a light
Pines to them thac fit in darkae[fe and in the fadow of
death.

VOG. gen. dibise
€3pe 5.

If God fend or grant the Gofpels Which is the means of Reafon b
grace, npon any other grewnd, but his meer goedplcafire ; si de dcb Lzb -
then it snuft be an act of remuacrative justsce s Nowthere is g}uma:['u»m -
no fuch juftice in God towards the creasare, but whacis ¢fucreaturs,

founded upon fome preceding Covenans, OF. with promife of

Deum €aders
non porgst aif

~ , which is the only fundatien of all ' ug(up-
:(I)::i:; gi:\;:;"g:dznd man, butDonly thofe that acend pofirionc 1pst

3 creation
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creation and ffvercignry. Now what promsife doyoufinde
made to, or Covenaxt with apesple, as yer without the Go-
fpel : 1mean condisionall promilcs, interring any geod to be
beftowed on any regmired performance on their pare? free,
abfélute promifes there are, innumnerable, that fight fhould
fhine to them that were in darkene Je, and thofe to be called
Gods pe:ple which were nor his people ; but fuch asdepewd on
any cerditian on their pare to be filfilled, we' finde none,
God bargains noc with the creature abcut the Gofpel.know.
ing how wnable he is tobemerchant for fuch pearls. If 3
man had all that goodwe (fe which may be 5und in man,with.
out Fefws Chriff, they would not in the leaft meafire pro.
curea difcovery of him,

1deny notbut God may, and perhaps fometimes doth re-
veal himfelf to fome in a peculiar and extraordinary manger,
Whercunto tends that ffory in dquiny, of a Corps ta-
ken up in the daies of Conffuntine and Irene, witha plate of
gold,and this infcriprion init, Chriftus nafcetnr ex virgine,
ego creds in ilfinm, O (i1 &b Irene ¢ Conflantsii tempo-
ribus iterusn me widebss. Bux that chis (hould be regalar un-
to men living, wrid iy, im fnﬂin Marryrs phraley orufing
their naturals arighs, ( Whichisimpofiible they fhould, the
right ule of watwrals depending on fipernaturals ) is wide
from the word. T

1f there be any entward motive of grant'ng the Gofpel
unto any, it is fome acceprable perfrmances of theirs, bold-
sugup to therwle and will of God : now this wik and rule
having no faving revelation but by the Gofpel, which
fhould thus be procured by acts agreeable unto it makes up 3
flat coniradi&ion, fuppoling the revelarionof the Golpel,
before it be revealzd; doubtleffe according to all rufes of
jultice to us wsade ksows it is an eafier thing, to d-ferve Hez-
ven by obedience, now under che (oven.ins of works, then
being under that Covenant, to do any thing that might canfz
2 new way of {slvation, fuch as the o$pel is, to be revealed.
Wntp fome obfervations I defcend to applicition,

Firft, there is the famse realon of continuing the Goféel
unto a paople, as of fendingit; elpecially if oppofisions rife

high,
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high, aps and #ble in themielves for its removall : never Na-- Holxu.d,9,

ionas yet enjoyed the word, that deferved the continuance
gg :’h: vyord. ]God hath alwaies Gmeshing againft 4 people,to.
make the continming of his grace,tobe of grace, the notre-.

moving of his love, to be meerly of love, and the preaching -

of the Gofpel, te be amercy of the Gofpel, free and wnde-

ferved, Though therebe worke,and labour,and patience for -

(ks fake at Ephefws, yetthereis omewhat agaiq{t Ephe-
[C;L‘,r}lgesvfz.‘},s . h’;r \{lhichy he mighe jultly removehis candle-,
ftick; and if he doth it not, it is of the fame mercy that ﬁrﬂ:,
feticthere. As God layes ont gaodneffe and grace in theen-
trance; o patience,Jong-fuffering and Grbearancein thecon-
tinmanse ; He bears withour manners, whillt we grieve his.
Spirit, Lookupon the fuce ok this Kix gdm,. and view the
bedy of the people, thinke of the profanenes,vilkany tram ple-.
ing upon the bloud of Jefus, :énarmce,cont‘ex_np:o.fbod and
bis waies, despifing his Ordinances, reviting his fervants,.
branding and detaming the power of gedlines, psr[ecutmg_‘
and rearing one another, and yet hear the joiful found of the:
word in every corner; and you will quickly unfludr—,_ thac:
youeca great fight ot Godslove againit our fins, ‘and pot of
our goodnes for his love. L

uslgcondly, There is the fame reafon of the Reformamr:
and the doérine of the Gofpel corrupred wich errour, and o

the Wor/bip ot God, collap/ed with fuperftition, as of the ﬁrﬁg;
implantation of the Gofpel s God én his jult ;udgmf;ur Ot
late ages, had fent upon the Weskern waﬂ;‘l thecffiacy od.
etrour, that they fhould belceve Zies, becaufe they receive

1ot the Jove of the truth, as he fore-told, 3 7' Iuj:;. nor\‘v‘
Whence is it, that we ice fme of the Nations thereo asj;c:.
fufferedtowalke in theirown Waies, otherscalled to rft_rpm;-
ance, fome wildern:[fes turped into green pa[};ru or tf he
flock of God,. and fome places made barren Wilderne(fes for
the wickednefle of them :h;lt dwell :l}c;ex:‘?ldh‘s?x;o&?:aﬁi

i jesin a-Reformation,

itr}\l :{:2::1?::1? t‘):::‘ae:f::an wfre besrer thenthey 2 or ltsifc
engaged in Antichriftian delufions > doubtleflc no: no Na«

tion in the Worid drank deeper of that cxp of abominasion 1;

il ,
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it was a proverbiad fpcech amonglt all, Englend was our.
goodeA(le (abeaft of burthen) for (Antichnfk whom they
called)the Pope : Nothing bu the good pleafure of God and
Chrift freely comming to refiseus,Mal.3.1,2,3 . 4.canfed chis
diftin&ion. ‘

Though men can do nothing towards the procaring of the
Gofpel, yet men may domuch for the expaifion of the Go-
fpel & it the Hnfbandmen prove idle or feif feekers, the vine-
yard will be lec tooghers; and if the people love darknefl
more then /ighe, the candlestick Witk beremoved; fer Eng.
Iand beware, Now this men may do, cither upon the ficft ex.
trance ot the Gofpel,or after fome conrinnance of it: the Go-
{pel preading it felf over the eard findes entersainment,like
that of mens feeking plantations amongft barbarous Na.
tions, fometimes kepe ont With hideous outcries,at the {hore,
fometimesfuffered to.enrer with admiration, and a lictle af-
ter violently affavlced. _ ,

In the firff way, how do we finde the Fews, putring far

frem them the Word of life, and reje@ing the counfe/of God
acits itk entrance, calling for ight at the ifing of the Sun ?
hencey Aéts13.41. Pasl concludes his Sarmon to them,
with, Hear,yedefpifers, Weonder and periy : and ver.46. it
was wece([ary the Word fronldbe preachedso them, bue fec-
ing they jodged themlclves wmworehy, they were fr/Gken :
and wer.s1. they (hake off the dust of their gt againft
them, acommon fymbol in thofe daics, of che bigheff indig-
nation and deepift curle s The like fuidbornes wefinde in
them, A¢ts 48, whererpon the dpofle wholly turned hime
£lf to the Gewtiles, ver.28. How many Nations of Esrspe,
at the beginning of therefirmation, rejeed the Gofpel of
God, and procared Chriff,with the Gadarens, to depart 2
foon as he was extred, will be found at the /uft day, written
with the blond of thc Martyrs of Jelus, thag fuffered a-
mongft them ?

Secondly, Atter lome continnance; fo the Church of Lao-
dicea, having for a while enjoyed the word, fell into fucha
tepid condstion, fo lile moved with thar fire that Chrift
came to fend upon the earth, Rev.3.15,16, thar the Lord

was
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was even fick and weary with bearing them. The Church of

Rome, famousat the firff, yetquickly, by the advantageof xydigy s
outward {upporements and glorious phanfies, became head sucie,amicurs
of that farmd rebellion againft Jefus Chrilt, which preadic 3 i 2rfecs
felf over moft of the Churches in the world ; God hereupon, 7% %8 gr"lf‘:‘;
fending #pow them the efficacy of erronr to beleeve alic, ;{:}m:’ s
that they all might be damncd diat beleeved not vhe truth, v,

but l:aj pleafure in unrighteonfuefle, 2 Thels. fuffering =

them to detmin the empty mames of Church and Gedpel,

which becaufe they s firpe, only for their advantge bere, to

appear glorions, the Lord willule for the advancing ot his

jultice hereafter, to fhew them inexcufable, O Lord, how

was England of late by thy mercy delivered trom this

fwire ? a Captain being chofen for thereeurn of this people

into Egypt : oh how hath thy grace fought againft our back-

Jiding 7 And lct none feek to exzennate this mercy, by Ca-

talogues of errours ftill amongft us, thereis more danger of

an apoftafy agaiolt Chrift, and rebellion againft the trach,

in coe Babylonifys Errour, owned by men, pretending to

power and jurifdiftion over others, then in five hundred, .

Seartered amongft inconfiderable difunited Individuals -
I'would to God, we could all ffeake, and think the (e
things, that we wcreall of ome minde, even in the moft mi-
nutulons differences that are now amongft us; But yet the
truth is, the Kingdom of J«fus Chrift never fbakes amonglt
apeople, untill men pretending to 4, with 2 combined
mixed power, of Heavenand Earthunto which all theaves
muit bow orbe threfhed, doe by wertse of this truft, fit
up and impofe things or epinions dcviating from the rale,
asit was in; the papacy errours owned by mixed affociations.

Civili and Ecclefiafticail are for the moft parcincurable,
be they never fo abfurd and toolith : of which the Lutheran
wbigairics and confubflantiation are a tremendous ex-
ample : thefe chings being prefuppofed.

Letnofleth glory in themfelves, but let every month be
fropped, tor wehaveall finned, and come fhort oi:the glo.
5y otGod, Who hath made the poffeffors ot the Gofp:l to
diff.r from others? Or What bave they that they have mor

E reccsved?

Revelrg iz,
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received ? 1 Cor.4.7. Why are shefe things hidden from the
great and wife of the world, and revealed to babes and
children,butbecaufe, O Father,fo it pleafed shee?Mat. 11,16,
He bathmercy on whom be will have mercy, and whom he
will be bardeneth,Rom.g. Ah Lord, if the glory and pem
of the world might prevai/ with thee tolend chy Gofpel,
it would fupply the room of the cxrfed Alchoran, and fpread
it felf in the Palaces of that ftrong Lion of the Ealt, who
fets his Throne upon the necks ot Kings; But alas, fafus
Chyiftis wot there. 1t wifedom, learning, pretended gra.
vity, countetfeit holine(fe, reall pollicy wereof any valye
in thine eics, to procure the word of /ife, it would be as free
“and glorious at Rome as ever 3 But alas, Antichrift hath his
“Throne there, Jefius Chrift is not there, 1€ will-worfhip and
bumilities, neglect of the body, macerations, fuperftitions,
beads, and vasnly repeased prasers, had any efficacy before
the Lord, theGofpel perhaps might bein the cedls of fome
Reclufes and AMonks 3 But alas, Jefus Chrift ssnot there,
I morak vertues, toan amazement, exact civill howeffyand
juftice, that foul of humase fociety, could have prevailed
ought,the heathen worthies in the daies of old, had had the
promifes 3 Butalas,fcfiw Chrift was farre away, Now ifall
thefe be paffed by, to whom is the #epors of the Lord made
known? to whomis his srm revesled? Why | to an hand-
ful of poor finners among(t the Nations formerly counced
feirce and barbaroms. And what fhall we fay to thefe things -
O £26%-, O the depth,esc.
Let England confider withfear and trembling the di-
fpenfation that it is now under, 1fay, with fear and trem-

bling : for this D ay is the Lords day, wherein he will purge-

us or burse us, according as we fhall be found filver or
droffe : it is o#r Day, wherein we muft mendor end : let us
look to the rock from whence we were bewed, and the hole
of the pir from whence we were digged ; wasnot our Fatber

confentize relia D Amorite, and our Motheran Hirtite ? are we not the

gionem, Onr-
gen. Hom.g.0n
Nack,

pofierity of Idolatroas Progenitors ¢ of shofe who wor-
{bipped them who by nature were no ged;? How often
alio hach this Land forfeired the Gofped @ God having taken

.
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- iceaway, Whoisnot forward tofeize upon the forfeit-
::tre'.w In the zt’try morning of the Gofpel, the Swx of righte-
cufftes fyene upon this Land, §nd thcy_ fay t.he‘ﬁr& Poten-
+ateon the Earthy thatewnedit, was in Briain's butas it
was here foon profefled, fo it was here foos abufed. That
partof this Ifle whichis called England, being the firft ptace,
Tread of, which was rotally bereaved of the Gofpel ; the
fword of the then Pagan Saxons fattening theland with the
blood of the Chriftian inhabitants; andin the clofe wholly
fubverting the werfhip of God. Long it was not ere this
¢lond was blown over, and thofe men who had been énftrs-
ments toroot outothers, fubmitted theirown necks to the
yoke of the Lordy and under excceding variety in civill at-
fairs, enjoyéd the word of grace: untill by infenfible de-
grees, like fummer unto winter, or light unto darknes, it
gave place to Antichriftian fuperflition, and left the land
mlitele lefle thena Paganifb darknes, drinking deep of the
cnp of abominations, mingled for it by the Roman hatlot
Ard is there mercy yetin God to recovera Twice-loft o-
ver backfliding people ? might not the Lord havefaid unto

Niceph. lib.e,
cap. 40s
Epiff. Eleuth.
ad Lucium,an,
16¢. apud Bar.
Anno 469, the
Saxons entred,

us, What (hall ¥ do unto thee,oh /fland? How fhall I make -

thee as Admab 2 How (hall I fet thee as Zchosm ? but his
heart is turned within him, bis repentingsare kindled toge-
thet = the dry bones fhall live, and the fleece fhall be wer,
though all the earth be dry.  God will again water his gar-
den, orce more purge his vineyard, once more of kis own
accord he will take England upon liking, though he had
twice defervedly wined icont of his fervice ; So that com-
ing asa refiners fire, and as fullersfoap to purify the fons of
Leviy to purge them as Gold and Silver, to offer to the
Lotd anoffering in rightcoufnes, to reform his Churehes,
England,as foon as any, hath the benefic and comfort there-
of : Nay, the Reformation of England hall be more glori-
ons then of any Nation in the world, being carried on, nei-
ther by mighs nor power; butonely by the fpiricof the Lord
of Hoits. But is this the semoff penogi of Englands fin-
ning, and Gods fhewing merey, in continuing and reftoring
of the Gofpel ? No sruly : we again inour daies have made

Ea torfeiture
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forfeiture of the purity of his worfhip, by an almoft #xiver.
Jall treacherous apoltafy :from which the free grace, and
good pleafure of God hath made agreat progreffe again to-
wards a recovery.

Thereare two-forts of men, that I finde exceedingly ready
to extengate and leflen the fuperFition and popifth tyranny
of the former daies,into which we were falling,

Firft, Such as were induftriouly snstrumentall in i,
whofe fuffrages had beenloud, for the choice of a Captain
toreturne into Egypr: Men tainted with the errowrs, and
loadcd with the preferments of the times : wich all thofe
whoblindly adsere to that faction of men, who as yet co-
vertly driveonthat defigne. To fuch astbefz, all was no-
thing, and to them it is no mercy to bedelivered. And the
truth is, It is a favour to the Jumbe and not the wolfe, to
have him taken out of his mouth  but tbefe men hava inger-
clt by ebofe things which have noears, againft which there
is no contcnding.

Secondly, Suchasare difturbed in their opricks, or have
gotten falle gliffes, reprefenting all things unto them in
dubious colours : which way foever chey ook, they can fre
nothing but errours,erronrs of all Gzcs,forts fets,and f xes.

Erroursand Herefies, from the beginning to the end,
which hath duceived fome men wot of rhe worst, and made
them rhixk, that all before was nothing, in comparifon of
the prefent confrfion. A greacfigne they feds it not, or were
not troubled at it jas if men thould come into a fieldyand fee-
ing fome red weeds and cockfz among the corne, thould in-
flanly atirm, there is no corre there, butall weeds, and thic
it were nuch besrer the bedges were down, and the
whole fic/d laid open to the doar of the foreft ; bur the
Harvest will ooe day (hew the truth of thefe things. But
that thefe apprebenfions may pot 100 much prcvallt,, to the
vilifying and cxtenuating of Gods mercy, in reftoring to us
the pariry and liberty of the Gofpel s give me leave ina few
words, tofctout the danger of that Apoftafy, from which
the geod pleafiure of God hathgiven vsa deiverance. ] thall
wiltance onely inafow things : obferve then that.

LT
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’-}Tr?{,\ he D arling errours of late years,'were'_all of them
ffones ot theold Babely clofing and coupling with thac tre-
‘mendous; +i<'; Which the man of fin had erected to de-
throne fefus Chrift : came out of the belly of thac Zroan
hotfe, that fatall engine, which was framed to betray the
Ciyof God.  They were popith errqurs,fuch as whereof
that Apftafy did. confilt, which onely is to be looked upon,
as the great adverfe fateto :hengdom of the Lord Chrift,.
For aman to be diferderlyina Civiliftate, yea often times
through turbulency to break the peace, is nothing to an
underhand combination with {ome formidable encmy, for
the uzter fubverfion of it. Heedles auq bu_{d{e: erroyrs May
breed difturbance enoughy in fcattered individualls,unto the
people of God = -but fuch astend (o a peaceand affociation,
cum Ecclefia malignantium, tending to a total} iubverfion

of the (acred Stase, are far more dangerous. Naow fuch were

the Jnnovations of the late Hierarchifts;In worihip, their
paintings, croflings, crucifixes, bowings, cringings,Altars,
Tapers, Waters,Organs, Anchems, Letany,Rails, Images,
Copes,veltments 3 what were they, but Romar vernifs, an
Itmlian dretle for our devotion, todraw on canﬁrr.m.;y.thrz‘
that enemy of the Lord ]:l?s-ivln do&rin, the Divinity ©
Epilcopacy, auricsulr conteflion, deftination
ox?fai:g, y) c,‘ works fore-feen, limbus patrum, )u(;mc%/:xp?
by works falling from grace, authority of a Chwrch, .v.ﬂ ic Z‘
none know what it Was, € ananicall obedienice, holine i)o
Churches, and thelike innumerable, what were they buc
belpes to Gnéta {lara, tO make allour arsicles of Rc;l;gwré
fpeak good Roman-Catholike 2 how did cheir od futher o
Rome refrefh his fpirit, 1o 1€ fuch Chariots as thofe proy:
ded, to bring Englasd again unto him? this clofing v;r;th
Popery, wa; the fing in the crrours of thofe daicsy whic
cauled pining if rot death inthe Epifcopall lFor}l +of the an-
Sccondly, They were fach3s rakcd.up) é c a[: o
dint worchics WhOflf 1pi2;t:r?7;:d:i‘:ll£rl:cf§£ all, efpeciaily
:%235?'?3&223: ?lime‘ n?gl ‘whereof died in giving theiy Wiz~

#¢([e again(k the blinde figment of

free-will; predeftination”

the reall prefence, and.
E 3 that
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ttare Chri.  that abominable blahemy of the curfed mafl ; inefoeciall
friuun. how did England, heretolore termed A, ’[:!5:}1 l;;ip:::ll,]é
Anilotun  Pope, having fetupa ffage, and furnithed it wich ag things
L;_»xGraxcr{: cale necef[ary for anunbleody facrifice, ready to fer up theabﬁ.
of Greg. mination of: def3latisn, and €lofe with the god Maozim,wh
hat{l la:lldtlheu- peculiar devotion at Rome ? e
3. _ Thirdly, They werein the managensent of m i
divers dangerous and petnicieus qualificaions ;e:swhlch had

Firlt, A talfe repute of learning,] fay,a falz

] I re

greater partyefpecially of the grearef?; ;ngy'er: talfil:af :g:;l:
tages of vulgar efteem, they bareonc as though tbhcy had

engrofled a monepoly ot it though I prefume the world was

never deceived by more empty pretenders s efpecially

fpe& of any (5/id kmowledge in Divinity or agtiéulilt};' l:ngsc
yet their grest prefirments, had got them a greax repute of
great defervings, enaugh to blinde the eyesot poor mortals
adoring them at adiftance, and to perfwade them, thac all
was not only Law,but Gofpel too,which they brww;ud :and
th:g rcnd;clrd the snftétion dangerous, '

2. econdly, A great batred of godline(fe in ¢h -
Sapieatior gs of,or any thing beyond a ﬁrm,‘lgn who'rq;foevcre nfc:vwgrf;::l;
Soaes do yea how many odions appellations Were invented for bare pro-
i W.?, ﬁj]il;?,to'rﬁnder 15‘ contemptible 2 d

O anus pecially in the exercifeof their jurifidition. i
::naln dicare  theitcenfmres againlt 4l appearan?fr ég;eja;flézz’élorfl}ugdr“pﬁ
elam velpro-  all profane impfetics; for werea mana dr;nka 4, e

slam, mx 3 Sabbath-breaker,an unclean perfon,{o he wcrr Y

Tartari, Mof- A €no Pyri
cin, AfpwTur “ndbadinoncy, pates atri jansa Diris,the Epifcopall hezx:x;
ciffs feieni- W3S open for themall, Now this was a dangerous and dz-

b g jacchis  Sruftive qualification i i
;‘xucriz;or, ﬁlmi ir:i:m;] patty amox:g(‘:gs]‘fh ! bdeeve s not PV{fUFfdo
c. Thirdly,Which was worlt of all, th in thei

3. bofofns an unfathomable depth 02 pg}::g;:;;:«:ﬁgzh?:
Safticad, toftampe their apostaticall erronrs wich : b ity
giving them not only the coxntenance of greatnef], wb mtl{’
strengih ofppwer, violently urging obedience . ,c:j ut the
the fword of errour, never ewts dangeroufl but \?}h it in
managed withtuchan band. This I am 1ure’,, that errtg:nl'; il:

fuch

afwearer,

t0 the Howour able Hoafe of Commmans.
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fuch, are not recoverable without the utmoft danger of the

Civil ftate, )

Let now, I befeech you, thefeand the /ike things be con-
fidered scfpecially the ffromg combination that was thorow-
out the Papali world for the. feducing of this poor Nation
that 1 {2y nothing, how this véa// was poured out upon the
very throne, and then, lecus all be afpamed and confounded
in our felves, that we fhould fo snderva/ue and fleighe the

¢¢ mercy of God, in breaking fuch afnare, and fetting the
Gofpel atliberty in England. My intent was,having before
afferted this reftauration of Fermfalem, to the goodpleafure
of God,to have ftirred youup to thankefi énefz unto bim,and
[elf-bumiliation in confideration of our great undeferving.
of fuch mercy ; but alas; as far as I can fee,it wilkfcarce paﬂ%
for amercy = and. unlefle every mans per/ivafion may bea
Jofephs fbeaf, the goodnefle of God fhall fcarce beacknow-
ledged ; but yetlecall the World know, and let the houfe of
Englandkonow thisday, that we lic #athankefilly underas.
full”a difpenfation of mercy and grace, as ever Nation in the
world enjoyed, and that without alively acksowledgement

thereof, with our own msworthine(fe of ic, we fhail one:

day know what itis ( being tanght with briarsand thorus)
to undervalue the glorious Gofpcl of the Lord Jefus. Good
Lord | what would helple(fe Macedonians give for oncen-
joiment? O that pales, O that Ireland, O that France,.
Where fhall I ftop? 1 would effend none, but give me leave
tofay, O that every, I had almoft faid, O that any.part of the
world, had fuch belpes and means of grace, as thefe parts of
England have, which will fcarce acknowledge any mercy in:
it + the Lord break the pride of out [pirits,. before it break the
faffotonrbread, and the belpe of our falvation. QO thatthe
bread of Heaven, and the blondof Chrilt might be account--
ed good mosrifument, though cvery one hath not the fasce he:
defireth. 1 am perfwaded, that if every eAbfilom in the.
Land,that would be a judge for the ending of our diffcrences,
were enthroned ( befpoke the peoples good, though he in-
tended his own power ) thecafe would not be much bezter

thenitis. Well, ghie Lord make England, make this bonoy--

rable.

Romes Mafter«
prece.

Roy.l fayour-
Lic,




I,

Non liberrate
gratiam, fed
Lratia liberrg.
tem confequi.
mur, Aug,. de
Correp. ¢
Gul.cay 8.
Ezck 36,26,
Adts 16,14,
Poilaag &
243,

A Sermon preached ar the Faft, April2g, 1646,

rable audience,make ws all toknow thefe three things.

Firft, That we have received fuch a bleffing, in fet-
ting at liberey the truths of the Gofpel, as is the cromn of
all other mercies, yea, without Which they were not valu-
able, yea were tobedefpifed : for fyece(fe without the Go-
{pel, qis nothing but a profperous confpiracy againtt Jefus
Chrift.

Sccondly, That this mercyis of mercy, this love of free
love,and the grace that appeareth, of the ezernall hidden free
grace of God. He hath ihewed his /ove unto us becaufe he
Loved us ;and for no other reafs» in the world, this people be-
ing guilty of bloud and murder, of foul and body, adultery,
and wdolacry,and oppreflion,witha long cataloguc of fins and
iquites, )

Thirdly,That the beigh: cf rebellion againlt God, is the de-
fpifing of fpirituall Gospel-mercies ; (hould Mordecai have

© troden the robes under his fect, that were brought him from

th: King,would it not have been feverely revenged? Doth the
King of Heaven lay open the treafures of his wifedom, know-
ledze and goodnefic for us,and we defpifle them 2 What thall
IHay,L had almoftfaid, hell punithes no greater {in : the Lord
lay it not to our charge ¢ O tha we mightbe lemndy bsm-
bledfer ie this day, beforeitbe too late,

To dilcoveruatous the freedom of that effedtusl] grace,
Wwhichis difpenfed towards the elef, under and wish the
preaching of the word : for if the fending of the surward
means be of free undefervedlove, {urely the workingot the
{j;in‘r‘under that disfenfGeior, tor the {aving of fouls, is no

ctle free s for,Who bath made 1s differ from athers,and what
bave We thar We havenot recesved ? O that God fhould fay
unto us in our bloud,/ive ; that he thoutd {ay untous inour
bloodyliwe ; thar he thould breas’ upon us when we were
asdry bones, dead in tresfaffes and fins ; lec s remember,l
l_)qfc.jcch you, the frame of our hearts, and the temper of our
fpirits, in the dates wherein we knew nos God,and his good=
nefle, but went on in a firifr courfe of rebellion ; Canpione
of you look bact; upon any particulr daies or nighes, and
fay, Ah Lord, that thou thouldcft be {opatient and fofull of

Sorbearance,

tothe Homourable Houft of Commns,
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rbearance, asnotto fend me to bed at fichaninftant; bue
ob Lord, that thou fhouldef go firther, and blot out mine
iniguitics for thinc own fGke, when I made thee ferve with
my fins ; Lord, What fball I fay it #? Itis thefree grace of
my God: what expreffion rranfcendeth that,1 know not,

Of Caution : England received the Gofpel of meer mer-
¢y, letit take heed, left it Jof2icbyjultice; the placer of the
«candleftick, can removeit; the truth is, it will not be remso-
vedunlefle it be abufed, and Wo to them, from whom mer-
cies are taken for being abufed ; from whom the Gofpel is
removed for being defpifed; it had been better for the buf-
‘bandman never to have had the vineyard, thento be flain for
their ill ufing of ic; thereis moshing left to do them good,
who are firfaken for fir (eking the Gofpel. .

The glory of God was of fate by many degrees departing
from the Temple inour Land. Thatwas gon to the shre=
fold, yeato the mount - if now at the rerurne thereof, it
Ainde again canfe to depart, it will norgo by ffeps, butall at

once ; This /flamdsor atlealt che greatelt part thereofy asI
formerly intimated, hath swice lolt the Gofpel; Once,
when the Saxows wrelted it from the Brizains, w{:cn, if we
may believe their own dolefull moaning Hifforian, they
wete given over toall wickednes, opprc{'ﬁon, and villany of
life : which doubtles was accompanied with contempt of the
word, though for faith and perfivafion wedonot finde that
they weére corrapted, and dofinde thatthey were tenacious
enough of astigme difcipline, asappeared in their folowiyg
oppofitions to the Rowsan Tyranny,as mb’:dc:

Secondly, It wasZeft inregard of the pnm:t;' and power
thereof, by blinde fuperftition and Awrickrifiian impicty,
accompanied alfo with abominable lewdnes, oppreffion, and
all manncr ot fin, in the face of the fun, fo that firlk pro-
phanenes, working a defpifing of the Gofpel, then fupertin
on ufhering in prophanencs, havein this Land (hewed their
power for the exeirpation of the Gofpel; Oh, that we could
remember the daiesof old, that we could confider the good-
nes and feverity of God, on them which fell feveriry, but

‘ if we continue in that goodnes, for o~
towards us goodwes, '..V" oriy ot

e i
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therwife even we alfo (hall be cutoff: yet here we may_o;.
ferve, thatthoughboth thefe times there was a forfaking in
the midftof the Land, yet there wasinit atenth for to re-
turne as a Teyle-tree, and as an Oak whofe fubfance is in
thems when they caft sheir leaves, fo was the holy feed and the
[nbftance thereof, I{a 6.13. atin the dereliGion of the Jews
fo of this Nation,there was aremnant that quickly took root’
and brought forth fruir, bothin the one devasiasion, and
the other, though the watcher and che holy ope frem hea-
ven, had called to cut down the tree of this Nation, and ro
fcatter its branches from flourithing before him, yct the
ftump and root was to be lefe in the earth with a band of
iron, thatic might {pring again; Thus rwice did the Lord
come feeking frusr of chis vine, doinglittle more then prye
ning and drefling it, although it brought forth wilde grape,:
butif he come the third time and finde nofruit, the {entence
willbe, Cutit down, why cambreth it the gromnd 2 Now
to prevent this I fhall not follow all thofe Gofptl-fupplant.
ing (ins we finde in holy writ, onely I defireto camsionare
youand ss 4/ in three things. -~
Fitlt, Takehced of pretending or bolding cut the Go-
{pcl for a covertor fhadow for other things. God will nog

ave his Gofpel madea falking horfe tor carnall defignes:.

put not in that glorions name, where the thing it felfis not
clearly m:;nded 5 if in any thing it be, let it have no compeer;
ifnot, levic notbe named; if that you aim at be juft, ‘it needs

no varnify jititbenot, itisthe worle forit.  Gilded pills.

lofe not their bitrernes, and painted taces ave thought to
bave no native beauty ; all things io the world thould fzrve
the Gofpel; and if that be made toferve other things, God
will quickly vindicate it into liberty, ’
Yrom the beginning of thiefe troubles, riche bononrable

vou have held forch Reigion andthe Gofpel,4s whote preﬁr:
vation and reftauration was principally in'the aims, and I
prefums malice icfelf is notable to difcover any inﬁznrtrit]
nthis, the fraits we behold proclaim toall the conformiry
of your words and hearts. Now the God of Heavea orant
that the fame minde bein youftill inevery parcicular mem-

o
(3%

4’»'
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5ar of this Honourable Affembly,in the who/e Nation, eipe-
cially inthe Magiftracy and CMiniftery of ity that we be
noz Like the boatmen, look one way,and rowe another; cry
Gefpeisind meanthe other thing ; Lord Lord, and advance
cur own ends, that the Lord may not ftiv up the f.iffe of his
anger, and the rod of his indignation agzinft usas an hypo-
eriticall people. '
Sccondly, Takeheed of resting upon, and trufting to the
priviledge,how ever excellent and glorious, of the ostward
enjoyment of the Gofpel. When the fews cryed,The Tem-
pleof the Lord, the Temple of the Lovd, the timz was at
hand that they (hould be desfroyed. Look onely upon the
grace that did beftow, and the mercy that doth conginze it
God will have none et his bleffings tob him of his glory,
and if we will reft ac the Cifferse, he will flop at the
Sountain, .
Thirdly, Letus all take heed of Barrennes under ic, for

sheearth that drinks in the rain that cometh upon ity and
beareth Thornes and Briers, isrejelled,and nigh unto cxr~
Jfing, whofe end is to be burned,Heb.6.7,8. Now what fruits
dothit require ? even thofe reckoned, Ga/.5 22,33, the fraic~
of the {pititis Love, joy, peace, long={uffering, gentlenc[fe,
goedn:(Je, faith, meeknes, remperance 5 Oh that we had
not canfe to grieve forafearcity of thefe fruits, and the a-
bundane plenty of thefe works of the flefh recounted, ver.
19,20,21. Oh that that wifedows which is an eminent fruit
of the Gofpel might flourifh amongf us, Fan.3.17. itis firft
purethen peaceablesgetleseafy to be entreated,thas we might
haue lef[e wriring and more praying leffe envy and more cha-
vity 3 that all evil furmifings, which are works of the flefh,
might bave no toleration in onr bearts, butbe banifp:d € r
nanconformity to the gelden rule of love and peace, but
&riyaCome we now to the laft propofition :

35

2.

3.

Nemenin the world want belp, like them that wans the 0L/ 3.

Gofpel. Or, Of all diftre[fes want of the Gofpel cries londef}
tor relief. y

Rache! wanted ckildren, and' lhccyies,Givc mc’.rbila"r.'ﬂ, Geigot.
or1dic ; But that was but her imwpatience, {he mighc have Gen 358,
, ¥

3 lived,

"

n
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Genat g,
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Lived, and have had no children,yea, fee the juftice of Ged,
the dies fo foon as ever (he hath children : Hagar wants
water for Iftmael, and (he will go farre from him, that fhe
may not fce him die ; an.heavy diftreffe, and yet if he had
died, ithad been but an early paying of that debr, which in
a few years was to be fatisfied, Butrhey that want the Go-
[pel may truly cry, Give us the Gofpel or we die, and thas
not temporally With Ifsmacl, for wantof water, buteser-
wnally in lames of fire. ’

A man may want fibersy, and yet be bappy,as Fofeph.
was : aman may want peace,and yet be bappy, as David
Was : 2 man may want childres, and yet be bleffed, as ob
was : a man may want plenty, and yetbe full of comfore, as.
Micaiah Was : but he thar wants. the Gofpe/, wants every
thing that fhould do him good. A Throme without the Go-

Sped, isbut the Devils dungeon.  Wealth without tha Gofpel,.
isfucll forhell. Adwancement withoutthe Gofpel, is buc
agoing high, to have the greater fad,

Alvabam wanting a childe, complains, What will the
Lorddo for me, {ecing { go childelefie,and this Efiezer of
Damafius multbe my beire? much more may & man with-
out the means of grace complain, What fhall be done unto-
me, feeing 1 go Gofpelleffe ? and a8 thac I have, is but a thort,
inheritance tor this lump of cay my body.

When E/i a was minded to do fometbing for the: Shu-
nammite who had fo kindely entertained him, he asks hery
whether he thould ipzak for her to the King, or the Caprain
of the hoft ? {hereplies, the dweltin rhe middest of her own.
people, fhe needeth mot thofe things : buc when he findes her
towant a chslde, and tells her of that, fhe is. almoft tran-
fported. Ahhow.many poor fos/sarethere, who need not
our word to the King orthe Caprainof the hoft 5 but yet
being Gofpelle(fe, ifyoucould tell them of chat,would be e«
ven ravihed withjoy ?.

Think of Adam after his fall, betore the promife, biding -

himfelf from God : and you havea perfe@ pourtraicture of.
atgocr creatwre without the Gofpel ; now this. appear-
eth,

1, From
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1. From the defription we have of the people thatare in Mach 6,13,
this fate and condition without the Gofpel; they are 2 Luk.r7o.
people that it in darkzes, yea in the region and Joaddow of a\'rf:t.ﬂ:i-x’&
death,Matth.4.16,17. they areeven darknes it felf, Johix. Eghet s 89'-
7. within the domsinios and dreadfull darknes of dearh; ojy ;.
darknes wasone of Egypes plagucs, butyet that wasadatk= 1 pecr.g
nes of the body, a darknes wherein men lived : but this is &
darknes of the foul, a darknes of deash, for thefe men though
they live, yet are they dead; they are tully defcribed, Ephef. B
2. 12. Withowt Chrift ‘;h’:m fromthe C;mmn}mzhb' of -
ael, firangers from the Covenants of promife, having
grhape{}.mf #i:iaut God in the world.  Chriftles men,
and godles men, and hopeles men,and what greater diftrefle
inthe world? yea,they are called doggs, and unclean beafts,
the wrazh of God is upon them, they are the people of his.
carfe and indignation. In theextream North, onedayand.
ane night divide the year; but with a peeple Without the
Gofpel, itisall night, the fun of righteoulnes fbines not up-
onthem, it is #ight whilclt they are here, and they go toe-.
ternall night hercatter. What the men of China concetn~
ing them{tlves and others,. that they have two eies, the men
of Exrope ong, and all the werld befides is blinde, may be
inverted too,the Jews had one eye, fufficient toguide themi-
they who enjoy the Gofpel have swoeics, but thg men o
China, with the reft of the Nations that. want it, are
fark élinde, and referved for the chains .of cverlafting .
d”ff"é'y laying ferth what the men that wans the Gofpely
h I . . .
dar./ a;[hxtw;;t efws Christ : for he is rev_ealec! onelyby pyoms 7, i non
the Golpel. Auftine refufed to delightin (icero’s Hor "ﬁ- erat. ibl..
fius, becanfe there wasnot init the Name of Jefus Chi: k.
Jelus Chrift is a4 and in 47, and where he is Wanting, there;
canbenogood. Hanger cannot truly be fatisfied \:lm :uc Johs.s0..
manna, the bread of life, which is Jefus Chrift:and w ;t Rclvcl.l 17k
fhalla hungry man do that hath no bread ? T hirf} cannot be 2: dhe 14
quenched gw’ithou: that water or living {pring, whichis }g; 142 %.
tos Cheft s and what (ball asbirsly goul do withoue Watct 2
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1 Curt.30,

Pauraigiturde
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Joh.14.5,

Jolt 3,4,9.
Ephulq.18,

Mat.7.a6,27,
Matihai6 13,
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Acaptive aswe are all, cannot be dclivered wichout ye-
dewmprion,whichis Jefus Chrift :and what fhall the prifoner
do without his ranfom ? Fools as we are, all cannot be in-
ftructed without wifdom, which is Jutus Chrift, without
him we perith inour folly. Al building wichout him, ison
the fard, which will furely fall - All Working wichout him
is inthe fire, where it willbeconfumed : Al riches wishou;
him,bave Wings, and willaway :mallzm ruere cum Chrs-
fro,quamregnare cum Cefure, {aid Lusper, a d:mgeon with
Chrift is a Throne, and a-Throue withour Chritt a hell,
Nothing fo i#, but Chrilt will compenfare : the greatelt ezl
in the world is fin, and the greare$? fin was the -, and
yet Gregory fearednottocry, O filix culpa que talens e
ruit redemptorem, oh bappy fault which found {uch a Re-
deemer 3 All mercies without Chritt are bitrer, and every
cup is tweet that is feafomed but with a drep of his blood, he
truly isamsor G~ delitie bumani generse, the love and de-
light of the fannes of men, without whams they muft perifh
cternelly @ for there is no other mame given unto them,
whereby they may be faved, 4.4, Heis. the Way, men
without him, are (asss, wanderers, vagahonds 3 He is the
trsth, men without-him are liars, devils,who was fo of
old: Heis the /ife, withour him men are dead, dead in
wrefpaflesand fins : Heis the fighe, without him men are in
garkues, and go they know rot whicher : He isthe vine,
thole that are not graffed in him, are withered £raches,
prepared for the fire : He is the rock, men not buile on him,
are carried away with a flood : Heis 2and », the fi-/# and the
1¢ft, the Authorand the endcr, the founder andthe finither
of our falvatien ; he that hath not him, hath neither begin-
ning of good, nor fhall have end of mitery, O bleffed fe-
Jus, how muchbetter wercit, »at to b2, then tobe withont
thee? Naver to beborne, thennottodiz in thee » A thou-
fand fels come fhort of rhss, erernally to want Jetus Chrit,
as mendo, thatwant the Goipel.

2. They want all holy Comszinion with Cod, wherein
the oucly bappines of the foul doth confilt ; He i; the life,
bighe, joy, and é/effed=es of the foul : wickout bhim, the font

m
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inthebody is butadeadfoul, ina living Sepulchre, It is
true, there be many thatfay, Who will (hew us any good ?
but unles the Leord litt up the light of his countenance upon
us, weperifh forevermore. Thon haff made #s for shy felf,
¢ Lordy and our heart s urquicty wntill it come to thee.
Youwho have tafted how gracions the Lord is, who have
had any converf(c and communion With him, in the iffues
and goings forth of his grace, thofe delighes of his foul
with the children of men, would youZive ? would not life
iticlf, with a confluence of all earthly endearements,be a
very bed without him ? Jsit not thedaily Jungusge of your
hearts, Whoms havewe in heaven but thee ? and in earth
there is nothing in comparifon of thee? The fox/of man is
of 2 vaft boundles comprehenfion, fo thatifallereared geod
were centred into one emjoyment, and that beftowed upon
one foxly becaufe it mult needs be finire and limited, ascre-
ated, it would give no {olid consentment to his affections,
Dot {atssfaction to his defires. In the preferce and fruition
of God alone there is joy for evermore : at his right hand are
rivers of pleafure,the welSprings of life and blefiednes. Now
it to be without commsnion with God in this lite,where~
inthe fos! hath fo many avocations from the contemplation
of its own mifery, (tor carthly things are nothing elle) is
{0 s fupportable a calamity, ah what thall that poor foul
do, that muft want him tor eternity ? as all they mult do,.
who want the Goipel. o
3. They want aﬁ the Ordinancesof God, the jay of opr
bearts, and comfore of our fouls. Oh the [Weesnes of a
Sabbath | The heavenly r4ptures of prayer | Oh the glori-
ous communiow of Saints, which fuchmenare dzprwedpl’ 8
if they knew the valse of the hidden peard, and thefe things
were tobe purchafed, what would fuch poor fouls not part.
ith fo S .
Wl:h. ‘T:x:;::;n at laft want Heaves qnd falvation ; thY—’
thall pever comse to the prefenceof God inglory : never sn-
babite a glotious manfion : they (hall never behold 7e/ius
Chriff, but when they fall call for rocks a?d mourains w
f4ll upan them, to hide them from his prefence : they -
(3

.3

3
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2
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Piil.84.1,2,3,
4, e
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want light, in utter darknes, want /ife, under the fecond
death, want refrefbment,in the middeft of flames, want
bealing, under gnawing of confcience, want grace, con.
tinuing to blafpheme, want glory,in full mifery :-and which
isthe fwm of all this, they fhall want an end of all this, for
their Worme dicth not, neitheris their fire quenched.
Thitdly, Becaufe beingin all this wane, they know not
that they want any thing, and fo never make oss for any
fupply. ZLaodicea knew much, bur yer becaufe (he knew
not her wants, (he had a/moff as good have k#ows nothing ;
Gofpelle(fe men kmow not that they are blinde, and feek not
for eye-falve : they ksow not that they are dead, and feek not
for ite ; What ever they call for,not knowing their wants,
isbut like a maos cryingfor more Weight to prefle him to
death : and therefore when the Lotd comes to any with the
Gofpel, heis tound of them that fonghs him net, and made
manifeft to them that asked not atter him, Rom. 10. 30,
This is a feal upon their milery, without Gods free-mercy,
like the ffone laid upon the mouth of the cave by Fofbua, to
keep in the five Kings, untill they might be ronght out to
be hanged. All that men doin the World,is but fecking to
fupply their Wanes; either their naturall wants, that nature
may be fupplied, or their fnfull wants,that their lults may
be (atisfied, or their (pirstwafl Wants, that their /2nls may
befaved. Forthe two firf, men without the Gofpel, lay
cut all their ftrength ; buc of the /aff, there is amongft them

adeepfilence. Now this isall one, as for men to cry our

that their finger bleeds, whileftafword is run thorow’ their
kearts, aud they perceive itnot sto defire a wars to be cu-
red, whilelt they havea plague-foreaponthem; And hence
perhaps it is, that they are taid 10 go to el like (heep, P/al.
49+ 14. very quietly, wichout- dread, as_a 4ird hafting to
thefnare, and not knowing that itis for his life, Prev.
7+33. and there Jy down 1n utter difappoinsmsnt and for-
row for evermore, ) '

4. Becaule all meyci-s arebicter judg:ments tomen thae
wantthe Gofpel; all fuell for hell 3 Azgravations of cone
demnation ; all¢o/d drink toa manin a feaver : pleafant ac

the
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theentrance, but increafing his torments in the clofe : like
the bookin the Revelation, fiweer inthe moutly, bu': bitter
inche belly. When God fhall come to requsre his bread
and wine, his flax and oil, peace and profperity, Liberty
and viorics, of Gofpelle(fe men, they will cutfe the day that
ever they enjoyed them ; fo wnfpirstwall arc many mens
mindes, and fo unfavosry their judgements, that they reck:
on mens happines, by their poffe fions,and {uppofe Ehe cl;ra-
Iogue of their titles, tobe a rod of their fchcguesl. ca ;Jng
the prowd happy, and advancing in our conceits sem that
work wickednes, Mal.3.15. but God will owe day come “1;
with another reckowing, and mak; them know, thac «
things without Chrilt, are but as eypners without a figute, 0
povalue, 1nall their banguers Where Chrift is nota guéﬂ,
their vine is of the vine of Sedom, and of the field of Go-
morrab, their grapes are grapes of gall, their chfge_r: are
bitrer, Deut.32.33,33. their palac{:,where Chri 1; not,
are but babstations of Zine and Ochim, Dragons an un;
clean beafts. Their profperity is but putting :hefgn mu; f;u
pafture, that they maybe fassed for the day lo _tﬂt;;‘g/bl;::
the day of confumption decreed for all the Bul i(te)s au‘ foan's
the Gofpel bringing Chrift, is the fals thac ma
things favoury. . )
T% {hew usythe great priviledge and preemmencc‘,{ X:,hl::::
by the free grace of God, many parts of this j]lm do e
joy. To us that fatindarknes and inthe {ha PW:;_ e
agreat lighe is rifen, to guide us Lo the m;i:e: Mtp:”d
Lot others recount, the glories, benefitss pro ts:’h e
bie(fiags of this Nation, lec us look onl})" up:; ot
alone js valuable initfelt, and makes o8 ";-I gl oo one
the Gofpel of Chrift. I8 teporcedof th;c e;ad O o
neighbout Monarchs, that When oné of t ﬂl: ﬂ"m'PCo e
the numerosus titles of his Mafter of Spass, the ; T e o
repeated FranceyFrance, France s mnmmgqg;ﬂm w
e whih e e 5 R DU
comnserpoife thelong ca:alogue-_(’f K”\‘?\gf ‘ we to contend
doms, wherewith the ot oy mugmt.aMirzut enjoyments,
with the g""d fignienr of the ’G e

vfe 1.
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we might eafily bear dows his Windy pompous srain of ti-
tles, wich this one, which millicsrepesstum placebie, the
Gofpel, the Gofpel : upon all other things you may pﬁc the
inferiptionin Danicl, mency mene, T ¢kel, they are weigh.
ed in the balance, and found wanting, but proc/aim betore
thofe that enjoy the Gofpel, as Humsan before AMdordecai
Lo,thus (hall it be done to them-whom the Lord will honour.
The fox in the fable had a thouand wifes to fave himff
from the banters : but the cat K0eW unzme magnum b;n:
great thing that would firely doir. Earthly {upport; and
contentments, arebut a choufand fuiling wiles, which will
all vanifb in the time of need : the Gofpel and Chyrift in the
Gufpel, is that snnm magnum, that szum neceffarinm
whichalone will ftand usin any fead. In chis, this Ijlui
is as the monnsain of the Lord, exalted above che Afiun-
tains of the earth, it istruz, many other Nations partake
with us inthe fame blefing : 1OT t0 advance our own en-
joyments , in fome particulars wherein

might juftly doic s but take a4 thefe Nations “lz’iirhhsf ; a‘:;
what a molebill are we to the whole earth, overfpread’with
Paganifme, Mabumetanifme, Antichrittianifme, which
innumerable foolifs Hzrelies? And whatis E nglm:d that
itthould be amongft the ckoice branches of the ':/in’e]ard
the t}c:p-boughsfof the Cedars of God ? ’
_ Shews that fuch grear mercies, if not i
imiproved, if abefed, willend in g’rmt judgee{:::::‘?’\gongs
to that Nation, that City, that perfom, thac fhall t’Jc called
toan account for defpifing the Golpel, Amos 2. 2. you only
have | knownof all the famsilies of the earcth, what chen?
Surcly fome great 4/cffing is coming to that pesple, whom
God thus knowes, and {0 ewnes, as to make himfel,f known
unto them. No 3 but, sherefore will 1 vific npon you all
yonr iniquities. How ever others may have {ome eafe or
mitigation in their punifhments, do you exped the utmoft
of my weath.  Lather faid,he thought bed was paved with
the bald /zalls of Friers; Lknow mothing of that ; yet ot this
fwelam, thatnone (hall have their porrion fo’low in the
scthermoft hell, none (hall drink fo deep of the cup of Gods.

indignation.

_ to the Hononrable Henfe of Commnsns.

indignation, 35 they, who have refuled Chri® in the Go-
fpel. Men will curfe the day to all etermity, wherein the
bleffed nawne of Iefws Chrift was made kxows unto them,
if they comtinme to defpifeit. He that abufeth the choifeft of
merctes, (hall have judzement without mercy ; What can
help them, who rejec the cown/e8 of God for cheir good 2
1t now Esglandhave received moreanlenre trom Ged then
other Nations,there is more fruit expected of Englandthen
otherpations. A barren tree in the Lords Vineyard, muft
be cut down for cambring the ground, the beep of God muft
every one beare twins, and mome be barren amongst them,
Cant.4.2. 1f after all Gods care and busbandry, his vine-
yard brings forth wilde- grapes, he will take away the bedge,
break down the wall,and lay it wafte. For the prefent the
Vineyard of the Lord of hoftsis thehoufe of Emgland, and
if it be as earth, which when the rain falls upon it, brings
forth nothing but thornes and briers, 3¢ 1s nigh unto cnr-
fings, and the end theveof ss to be burned, Heb.6, Men ut-
terly and for ever negle@ that grownd, which they have tri-
ed their skill about, and laid ‘out much ces? upon it, if it
bring not ferth anfwerable fruits, Now bere give me leave
tofay, (and the Lord avere the evil deferved by it) That
England, (I mean thefe Cities, and thofe other places,
which fince the beginning of our troubles, have enjoied the
Gofpel, ina more frecand plencifull manner then hercto-
fore) hath fhewedit felf not muchto valweit.

1. In the time of Serairs, though the found of the
Gofpel paffed thorow all our Rreets, our wvilages enjoying
them who preached peace, and broughtglad ridings of good
things, fo that neicher we, nor our fathers, nor our fathers
fathers, ever faw the like before us; Though manna fell
Tound about our ents every day : yecas though all were /off
and we had noching, Aanna Was loathed as fight bread, the
prefence of Chrift made notrecomperce for the lofle of our
fwine : men had tather be againin «£g7pts then hazard 2
pilgrimage in the wildernes. Ifthere bcany_here, that ever
entertained thowghes, togiveup the wer fbipot God to fu-

petlirion, his Churches to tyranny, and the doérine of the
G2 ) Gof; ¢l
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Gofpel to Epifcopall corruptions, in the prefisg of an
(rouq)lcs, lctlt’hj;nf now give God the glory, and%)e afh:’:
med of cheirown hearts, leftit be bitternctle in the end,

2. Inthe timeof profperity, by our fierce contentions
about mint and cummin, Whilelt the weightier things of the
Gofpel have been undervalued, languithing about umprofi-
table queltions , g, butI thall not touch this womnd icft
it bleed.

For exhortation, that every one of us, in whofe hand
there is any thing, would fet in, for the belp of chofe parts
of this /lnd, thacas yet fitin darkseffe,yea in the Badow of
death, and have none to hold outthe éreadof life to their
fainting fouls. Doth not wales cty, and the Noreh cry,
yea and the weft cry,Come and belp us #We are yetin'a
worfe bondage, then any by your means wehave been defi.
veredfrom : if youleaveus thus, all your proceétion will
bucyeeld usamore freeand joviall paffage to the chambers
of deach. Ab, little do the inhabitants of Gofbew know,
whil’ [t they are contending aboutthe bounds of their pasture,
what darknefle thereis in osher places of the Land ; How
their poor flarwved fouls would be glad of the cramss that
fall from our tables : 6 that God would ftir up cthe hearts,

1. OF Minifters to calt off all by-respeits, and to.flee

* tothole places, where inalkprobability, the harveft: would
be great, and the labourersare few or none atall. I have
read of an Heretick that {wom overagreatriver inafroff,
to-fcateer bis errours : the old Zewifs,and now Popify Pha-
rifees, compafle Sea and Land, to make profelyses ; The
Aerchanes trade not into more Countreys, then the Fa-
éonrsof Rome do, to gain fouls to his bolineffe : East and
weft tarre and wide, do thefe: Locufs fpread themfelves,
not without bazard of their lives, as well as loffe of theie
JSonls, to fcatter their {uperfticions : only the Preachers of
thecverlating Gofpel. feem to have Joff their zeal, O that
there were the fime minde inus that was in Jefius Chrift,
who counted ic his meas and drinke, to. doe hisfathers willy,
i gaining fouls. '

2 Of the Mugifirates, I mean of ehis Honourabls

Affembly,

t0 tbﬁommmblc Howfe of Commons.

{fom) themlelves every Jawfall way, for the
A ""f,f’['%;? ;L:;;edanian;; the truchis, in chis, I coula
hﬂ.pk m};: then | intend, for perhaps my zzal, and {m;:?
llMs indgementsy would {carfe make_ good barmony. { :
mcln i (hall fay, that if Iefws Chrift mighe be prea: e ds
ol‘:ozlxoh with fome defeés infome circumftances, 1 llaubc
s ice therein. O that you would labour, tole all t
o of the Kingdom,tafte of the fweetnes of your fuccefles, -
{:rc';rrying to them the GoSpel of the Lord Jufus - that the

. doétrine OF Gospel might make way for the Difcipline of

i ich, it wi leron. When
sofpel, without which, it will be a very ske
%ggipfiﬁ o the wilderneffe from the hand of the Lord,
every one had an equall (hare :fl woul.d thetre }'\;!ere :ocwrxe);
ineqwality in the {cattering of Adawna, .
}g:o%:ie:rzl:;nin':hg band of men w‘l:ercb{‘ [ an;e ihf:vjel :Ll::ﬁ
iy Y cho
othersnone, fome {heep dal}y picking the wers o
s wandring upon the barren mo 15,
:fgog:[;:x:l’e 3?}::04”} I make no dm}\'):”, bu; thctzef o:::;
: an nd
ko::hciurtheraucqof this, areknownfs ;i‘n unto youane
therefore have aslittle need tobe pesitiane. di d,all othe
ing; thenremains? buc that for sbis, an .
;l:‘cnefu\;v l:‘lae}i» g5, weall fecour heacts and handsto pesi~

tion the Throne of grace..

Sol Deoglorias
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_ A fhortdefenfative about
CHVRCH GOVERNMENT,
Toleration and Petitions about

thefe things.
Re:der,

His, beit what it will, thou halt no caufe to

thank or blame me tor. Had I been mine
i own, it bad not been thine. My fubmiflion
I

L
a%
Laulatur ab =N/}
bis, culpatur

abillis.

| untoothers judgements, being che only caufe
stersatl of fubmitting ¢h4s unto thy cenfure, Thefub-
ftance of it, is concerning things now adoing : in fome

whereof, I heretofore thought it my wifedom, modeftly he-

firare, (oratleaft, not wich the moft, peremptorily to di-

sec Augult.Ep, ¢Rate to others my apprehenfions,) aswifer men have done
7,38, 157. de in weightier things : And yet #h#, not {o much for wantof
orig. -aximy  perfwafion in my own minde, asout of opinion that we have
already had too many needlefe and frmit/effe difcourfes a-

bout thefe matters. Wonld we could agree t6 Spare perif-

wDeferrl in  sng paper, and for my own part had not the opporsanity of
vicun venden- 4 fey lines in the clofe of this fcrmon, and the smportunity of
: ‘J’:"::”“WU’:‘._ not a few friendsurged, Icould have flighted all occafi-
per, o quic-  ©NS, and accufations, provoking to publify thofe thoughts
quid shartis g Which 1 {hallpow impare: thetrathis, in things concern-
micitur incptis. ing the Chaurch, (I mean things purely externall, of form,
Occidit miferes  order and the like,) {o many waics have I been (poken, that
Z:’:}eyzﬂ’”‘ I oftenrefolved to fpeak my fe/f, defiring rather to appear
o per egoau. (though confeious to my felf of innumerable failings) what
ditor tantun ¢ indeed I am, then what ethers incurioufly fuppofe. But
yet the many, I ever thought unworthy ot an  eApology,

and fome of fatsisfattion; Efpecially thofe, who would

‘ make their own judgements a r#/e for themielves and others:

« impatient
(,v y
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impatient that any fhould kwow, what they do ner, or con-
ceive orherwife thenthey, of what they dogin the mean time,
placing almoit all religion in that, which may be perhapsa
binderance of it, and being {0 valwed, ot rather overvalned,
iscertainly the greateft.Nay, would they would make cheic
judgementsyonly fofareeas they areconvinced, and sre «-
ble to make out their concepeions to others, and not alfo
their impetent defires, to be the rule: that{o they mighe
condemn only that, which complies not with their
mindes, and notal/ that alfo, which they finde to thwart
their aims and defignes, Butfo it multbe. Oncemore con-
formiry is grown the touchitone, (and that not in pra&ice,
butopinion,) amongft che greareft part of men, however
otherwile of different perfwafions. Diffent % the onely
¢rime, and where thatised, that is culpable, it fhall be
made, allthat i fo. From fuch as thefe, who almolt hath
not (iffered ? Buttowards fuch, the beff defenceis filonce.
Befides, My judgement commandsme, to mikeno known
qu.rrel my own. But ratherit it be poflible, and asmuch
asinme licth, live peaceably wich all men, isew wénenr, I
proclaim tonone, bucmen whofe bowels are full of gall: in
this fpring of humowrs lenitives for our own spirsts, may
perhaps beas neceffary, as purges for others brains. ~ Fur-
ther, defire to provoke none; mare fings ghen combs are
gotatz =" +f wafps: even cold flones, {mitten together,
fparkle < ;.- - o the wringing of the nofz, bringeth forth
blood. Neither do I conceive it wifzdom in thele quarrel-
{ome daics, toentruft more of a mans felf with others, than
isvery neceflary.  Theheast of manis deceictull ; {osne thac
have finoorh tongues, have fbarp teeth = fuch can give risles
on theonefide, and woundr ontheother, Any of thefecon-
fid:rations, would eafily have prevailed with me, ffuli-ia
hac carmiffe had not mine ears been filed, prfently after
the preaching of the precedent [ermon, whichfd complaints.
of tome, and falfe reportsof others, neither of the lowrit
ranke of men, as though Ihad helped to open a gare, for
thar which is now called a Troian-borfe, though heretotore
counted.an emgine lilelier to baceer the walls of Bub;f;:[,‘

-
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then to betray the towers of Siow. This urged fome, to be
#rgent With me, fora word or two, about Church Govern-
ments accerding to the former fuggeltions wndermined, and
arolerasion of different perfwafions, as they (aid afferred,
Now truly to put the accufers to prove the crimnation,
(for foit 'was, and held forch a grievous crime in cheir ap-
prehenfions) (what is really fo, God will judge) had been
[nfficient. Butlcould not fo evade : and therefore, after
my Sermon was printed to the laft (heet, T was forced, to
fet aparc afew boures, to give an account, of what hath
pafled from me in both thefe things, which have been fo
varioufly reported ; Hoping thac the reading may notbe ss-
#fefull to fome, as the writing Was very meceffary to me.
And here at the emtrance, I(hall defireatthe hands of men,
that (hallcaft an eye, on this beap of good meaning, thefe
few, asIfuppofe,equitable demaunds.

1. Not 1o profecute men into odious appellations 3 and
then themfelves,who feigned the crime, pronounce the fene
tence. Like him, whofaid of one brought before him, if he
be not guilty, it 4 fit he fhould be : involving themfelves in
adouble guilt, of talfehood and malice, and the asperfed
parties, in adouble mifiry, of being belied, in what they
are, and hared tor what they arenot : if a man be wor, what
fuch men would bave him, it is ods, but they will make
him what he isnot : if what herealy is, donot pleafe, and
thac be not enough ro render him odious, he thall fure encugh
bemore. Ithacins will make all Prifcillianifts who areany
thing more devont then himfelf: if men do but defire to fee
with theirown eyes, prefently they are enrofled of this, or
that Se& : every mifperfwafion, being beforehand, in Pe-
titions, Sermons, ¢, rendred odious and insolerable : in
fucha coutfe, innocency it felf cannotlong goe free. Chri-
flians deal withone anocher in carneff, aschildres in theit
plaies, clap awothers coatupon cheir fcllows fposlder, and
pretending to bear that, cudgell him they have cloathed
with it. What (hall be given unto thee,oh chon falfe tonguc?
1f we cannot be more charitable, letus be more ingensoms 5
Many a man hath been brought to a more favourable opinion

of
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mhd by dreadfull names, then formerly, by
theexperience of falfe impofitions on pxm(elf. ) )

2. Not to cloath aar differences with cxyre_ﬂmns, ﬁmn‘v(g
them no betzer then Sau/s armour did David; _}Qor m;“:
temlike a fisele masina bumbnj}'coa: upon fH l;::, W“t
inc abous like a giane : our litsle differences may 4 I[!i‘zetinw
every fhall, and in too many pulpits, {willed by unde ing
cxpreffions, into fucha ferm.ldable bulk, aspoor crefatvt; res
arecven ftardled at cheir horrid Jooks md’appearz{\ce ; whte
It our own per/wafims ate fet out, pfvwmlium/ez‘:, vich
fiken words, and gorgrous apparcily asif we fent E"t%?re‘m-
the world a woning. Hence, Whatev.r Itis, 1t mud crérm,
P';building, Gods Government, Chrifts fcz{{nbr, trr“”,
Kingdom, the only way, that, for want afwdn‘ s t:‘ 0 “:
I,'tr;ﬁe.f, fins, [pring among ui, plagnes, JH4 e?mairl, 2 -
; . To fuch things as thefe, all pre
have found out the enly
have made us believe,that
cak of the parties at vari=

tend, who are very confident they
way. Suchébigge w:_)rés as t(hlege[:
are morsall adverfaries; > 4
:an:c about Governmert) thatone Kin, domt, Commtén;_g){:
Heaven, cannot ho.d us. Now truly & thdxs rqurf:he“u[h
lowed, fo toheightenour dif‘fcfn{fs{,‘gy s;e:irtm'a'ﬁd e
weown, with fuch rie/es asit 60 y ANG
ing the %trours we oppole, with fuch marks; lﬂs i tC:e\;l:
bloodwe cannct think they themfelves, bg‘ O“[Y i bt
(by us fuppoled ) tendance 4O deferve, 1 dmél tng 2 ere
it will be birterneffe unto us allin the en e iaran.
whethcr by this means, many have not b_cct:\ hirmle hEC e
ceive the Kingdom of ?:ﬁa'C/mﬂ, whic e, pofic
tobe wirhin s, to confift in forms, ou;v:lj o mn,e -
tive rules, and externall Governmente 2 Ca?uhis da‘); e
earneltly defire, thatthe 1o great _par{{m, B s O s
ant in this Kingdoms would ferioufly €O 4 wl:cther he
st e of bk el S
odlines ia the icr )
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3. Not to mealure mens judgements, by their fubferi-
bing, or refufing to fubfcribe petitions in thefe daies about
Church Government ; for fzbferibers, would every one
could notfee, with what a zealoss neftience, and implicite
judgement many arelead. And for refufers, though per-
haps they could c/efz with the generad words, wherewith
ufually they are expreficd, yet chere are fo many known cir-
camfrances, reltraining thofe words to parcicolar iguifica-
tions, directing them to by, and fecundiry tendences, as
muft nceds make fome abftain: for mine own part, from
[wbfcribing late Detitions, about Charch-Government,
1 have been withheld by fuch reafons as thefe.

1. Idare not abfulurely aflcrt, maintain, and «éide by
it, (asrationall men onght to do every claufe, in any thing
owned by their fubfcription) that the canfe of all the evils,
ufually ansumerated in fuch Petitions, is, the want of
Church-Government, taking it for any government, tha

ever yet Was effabli sed amongft men, or in wotion other- -

wife made known unto me.  Yea, [ am confident ¢hat
more probable caufes in this junéture of time might be af-
figned of them ; Neither canany be sgnorant, how plen-
tifully fuch evils abounded, when Church-Difcipline was
molt feverely executed ; And Jaffly, fam confident, that
who ever lives to fec them fippre[fedby any outward means
E(1Whm {piritnall weapons thall be judged ‘infutficient) will

nde ittobe, nor any thing, eitherincluded in, or neceffa-
1y annexed unto Church-Difcipline, thit muft doit, but
Jome other thing,not unlike thar, which in daies of gore
when all the world wondered after the beaft, fuppre[fed all
teuth and errour, butonly what the Arch exemy of Jefus
Chrift, was pleafed to hold out to be believed ; bt of this
afierward.

2. I dare not affirm that the Parliament hath ot effs-
blfpeda Government already, for the effentialis of itythem-
fclves affirming that they have, and their Ordinances about
ralers, rules, and perfonsto be ruled, (the reqmifita and
matetialls of Government). being long fince extant, Now
torequice a thing to be done, by them, who affirm that they

have
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ady dewe ity argues, either much weakneffe or fu-
2?;: :lergeligznce inout felves, nottomnderfland whatis ef-
fected, ot a ftrong impuration, on thofe that have done it,
cither fraudulently, topretend that which isfalfe, or fa;‘l-
ifbly toaverfe, what they do not underffand 3 yet though X
have learned to sbey as farreas lawfully 1 may, my yndge-
ment is exceedingly farre from being enflaved, and accord-
ing to that, by Gods affiftance, thall be my prattice ; w‘iln:ch
if 3t run crofle to the prefcriptions of asthority, it fhall
cheerfully fubmit to the cenfure thereof ; In the mesn time,
all Petitioning of any party about chis bufinefle, {fccms to
thwart fome D eclarations of the Honfe of om'mo!u,whe;;:-
unto I doubt not, but they intend for the main, mvnqlg y
end unslterably to adhere.  Adde hercunto, that pesstion=
ing in this kinde, was not long fince wvoted breach sn privi-
ledge, in them, who might juftly expect, as much fngr
and Liberty in petitioning, as any of their brethren in the
Kingdom} and 1 have more then one reafon to Suppofe,
that the purpofe and defigne of sheirs and others, Was one,
md;t.h%g::care no fmall grounds of fuppofall, that fome
ptitions have pot theit rife from amorglt them by w}ll\ox:a
they ate fubfcribed, but that the fpring and maggr w{_,ce s
giving the firff motion tO them, are diffane and un Lc:_;
My (elf having been lerely urged to fubicripticn, upon t 1:
ground, that dive tions weve hadfor it from abow,r (ss w‘
ufe to fpeak in the Countrey) yea in shis, Tcould fa mors
then1 ixzend, aiming at noth:ng but the qunctl;ng o n:g:g
$pirits, needlefly exafperated, only Icanm;t uc f";hem
honeft men ought to be very cantioss, how they put o;
felves upon any engagtmn{x_t, tl’?t :::%h‘; ::l:: ::y’ };a;;ythe
ation i ingdom ; {uppole
{:?ﬂ“::elz:‘(utr‘: fi(a:hg ran r;njﬁpfa thas of the greas C:;ncell
thereof, thereby to ﬂrrngt:e: t:;o‘:;‘rijb o:rd:flgn;sh y;:y;:
ing an opinson 1A
t()vyvgfccla\ﬁgno‘é,gf hispmercy prevent) we wou‘l;! not ldhlze;e
conftantly toourcld principles, walking according towhich,

we have hitherto found P’“‘&g":"d fatery. And I c::;
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not but be jealoss for the honour of our noble Parliemens,
whofc authority is every day undermined, and their regard
in the affe®ions of the people paken, by fuch dangerous in.
fimmatéons, asthough they could in an howre puran end 1o
alloutdiffurbances, but refufeit. This feafon alfo for fuch
petitions, {eemsto me very mnfeafonable, the greateft ap-
pearing danger impendent to this Kingdom, being from
the conielt about Chwrch-Government, which by fuch
means 3s this, is exceedingly beightned, and animoficy
added to the parties at variance.

4. A particular form of Church-Difcipline is ufually in
fuchperitionsyeither dire@ly expreffed, or evidently posnred
at, and directed unto, as that alene which our Csvenang
engagethus to embrace ; Yea,as though it had long fince
defigned that particnlar way, and diftinguithed it from all
others; the embracing ot it, is preffed under the pain of
breach of Covenant, acrime abhorred of God and man,
Now truly to fuppofe thatour Coverant did tyusup ab-
folutelyto any one formerly known way of Charch. Difci.
plire, the wcrds formally ingaging us into 2 difquificion
out of the word,of that which is agreeable to the minde and
willof God, is tome, fucha ckildifh,ridicwlons felfith con-
ceit, as 1 believe no knowing men will once cntertain, un-
leile prejudice begotten by their peculiar swnteres?, hath 4i-
Rurbed their intelie@ualls : for my parc I knowno Church-
Governmens in the world alteady effablifbed amongtt any
{ortof men of the trath, and necefiry whereof, 1am con-

Nurevero i Vinced in all particulars, efpecially i I'may take cheir pra-
nominis odtam  €1i¢e tobe the belt interpreser of cheir maximes.

> quiwomi- Fourthly, Another poftulazam is, that men would not
Rum reatus ¢

que acculatio ule an over-zealous fpeed, uponevery fmall difference, to .

wocabulorum ;  Chatackterife men (otherwife godly and peaceable) as Sedta-
nifi aut Bar.  viesy knowing the odioufue Je of the name, among the vul-
tarum fonat a. gar, defervedly or otherwile impofed, and the cvi/ of the
tiguavox xo- ‘thing it felf, rightly apprehended, whereunto Lighter dif-
ﬁ"{":;’;"’“’:t“ ferences do not amount 3 Such sames as this, I know are
impud cum 7 Arbitrary, and generally ferve the wills of the greater num-
el apol, bers They are commonly Se&aries,who (jare ant injuria)

are
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- ooprefled. Nothing was ever per/zcuted under an efteem-
l?ﬂgéfﬁﬁages are %n the powper of the many things, and
iheir caufes are known tofew. There is none in thfi v‘;lorld
can give an i title to others, which trom fome he dot ngz
receive s the ame righe which in this !{mde I have ré);varbs

thers he hath towards me 3 unkﬂ_el affirm my felf to be
?:34{11'1:/:, not fo he : thofe »ames which menare !(n(gwnhby,
wjhcn they are oppre[fed, they commonly ufeagain l(;th ﬂi
whonm they feek to appre[fe. 1 would therefore thac a ;7’
ridappeilations, as increafers of/?nf:, kmdlr;_f.c af wr,ba:
enemics of chavity, food for ,rs‘/!;maﬁq,’ Welrlcdor{av»fir ”
nithed from amongftus, Letapade bz ca be I:1 kp:vj’m
we take heed Christbenot called Bec/senb. 1 Koo i a); A%re 1
yrof ffion to the greatelt part of the woild is Se&ar;fcp‘nb,iﬁ et
Chrittiarity : among(t tho(ewhopruf:‘(lfs ther}amle)o ﬁr * Harcfis uifti

{t number; Tam a fi&Fary,becan’es Proteltant 3 4npum, Vere

1o ‘:s %{e;‘fa, flantsatbealt che one balf, account all men of :;l #ez:
i ; i fbi : ¢ jan Sellaries: Striffotd.

 perls inifticall Sacramentarian Sedl Sk
my P; rh“ﬁﬁ;:ég‘;;f%ogma have bewn a Paritanical. fe- fl:n’ﬁu‘c; :'o[ﬁ‘

:gno 5 Aerian Heeretick, becanle egnti-prelaticall = yea Janitigme,

o befe last, nota few account me a Scitary, ¢ nftan E-
ad monglt e e rerial G ent in Churches 3 p'#. Chr. jp=
becanle I ple?d for IPr;:b}r:;;::’ﬁ :;m;csr{l;r; T el b s

all chefe am I thus ¢ s ) e
::]jft:(l)cﬂlytand erroncouflys whathti_\‘gyr ;ilrlu[;ﬁ:;:ﬂ”;g ;lh?‘r:r}l‘ ?,f:, e ar
i, veri € ve y 4 * Calvinianos
perfwaded is [-:Pf(;g;f:‘g ;iit’i:;;;chers alfe though upon fa//e fﬁ bareticess
e O v 4 of the truth of their own ptrﬁvfzﬁoﬂ, Hu o, calv.
rounds, arecanvince L ? m Huncau
%cannot.bu:belicvc; and therefore as gﬁ:dfe l?:’e;lzef:,;{;i’, T e
i eretick, Schifm s s =P
th?it :xheli;g"}ﬁvza:eﬁrﬂcﬁny infl}mctor force upon my e
qndt ceut ’ por otherwife. moved me, uplefle it were ur;to
I g;m jon ; fo I am perfwaded it is alfo with atkers, for

Fomines ems; forcing them abroad in fuch Ziveries, doth
f,z,’:;:;{ mwi:m them, that they are [ervants 1o :l:)e n;zr:
fter of /¢ &s indecd, but only, makes .(hen:j 1:4;; anAn%p[ or-
tunity, to calt thelike mantle on their traducers. nd dhi
u(ual\y, is the beginning of armizg the more again s

: ; ing the burdens, Which
with violence ; impatient of b;f '; 7§ the purae they,
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they impofe on others thoulders : by means w] ;
§tendows hath been madea rbmrret?}bl::;‘fawngir:f :‘ e
all, after thatby cruelty and villany, he had prt:v:xi‘ecrin ct‘)ng&
thereft, took upon him to be theonly dicfaror in l(:ha' tqvc
Reggton b bl:]: of this atterwards, riltian
ow by the conseffisn of thefe, asI ho H
ble demands, rhus much at leaft ] com:civcp mﬁtb:::g’f”:
wiz. thata peaceable diffent infome fmaller chin d'me !
table qucftions, mor-sbfolutely-meceffary affercig:r’x ”}dn"
ferves not any ‘rigid cenfure,diftance off » ffeRions orsl; ch
of C:knjhmf Communion and amity: in tuch thiny s a8 :ﬁa;:h
veniam petimu(q, damu[d, vicifiim : If othcrwifeg I ra)"c v
f ,:an ha;g}y br;{:g u‘:y minde to comply and clo(:' if\ w’il!!-:
em, ing i
shem, ongft whom almoft any thing is Lawfw#l butto
Thefe things being premifed, I fhall
make publike, that propofall, which herr‘ggfgcrz Id lc,m:n .
dred,as a means to give fome Jight intoa way for tha ; “E-
table and comfortable practice of Church-Gove ent
drawing out of generall motions what s pra&icﬁllr”me”;';
cable, focircumstantiased ; as of neceffity i mu[tyb “PP :i
herein I fhall notalter any thing, or in che leaft e e.}n
go off from that which Jong fince 1drewup ac the el
ot a worthy friend, aftera difcourfe abouc it : And I:r g
only becaule it hath a/ready been in the hand; ot gy 20:
alfobecanfe my intentisnot, cither to affere ;F n”c or
make out any thing further ot my judgement in t’hcf pu}:ir’l 5,
then T have already done, (hoping for more leafure ? y dgs Y
then the few houres affigned co the produt of this ﬂ("ncto o
pendix will permit) bur only by way of a defewfars e
vince, that the rumowrs Which have been fread ;”f ey
and entertained by others, too greedily about thi T attcty
:\:;'sgl:‘een e;:cec%ing ra;fdejfe and grcundlcn‘c': Sm: t:r::
my fecond thoughes have,it I mi :
pr;wd fome par:iu.xlarég in this E’[q, ;z[:: lI“i::lr'::;;):mb::m'l :i:-.
i;e';):lf;ilcxiet i?)t;) [hle;emaﬁ()';l betore recounted (the only ca:f'c of
thereof) to makean som in i
thall prefent the reader with (oxge‘¥:;“':;;; "’;Tig
t]

gave

T A furt defenfasive about Church Govirnmens.

gave occafion and rife to this propofall. As

1. Aferventdefire to prevent all furcher divifion and
feparation, difwnion of mindes amongft godly men, fwipi-
fioms and jealoufies in the people towards their minifters, as
aiming at power and uinjuft domination over them, fruitles
difputes, languifhings about wnprofitable queltions, breach-
esof charity for trifiesycxafperatiog the mindes of men one
sonint another @ all which growing evils, tending to the
{sbverfion of Chriftian leve, and the power of godlinefle,
with the diffurbance of the §fate, are too puch fomented
by that fad breach and divifon, which is here assempted
tobe made up.

2. A defire to workand draw the mindes of all my bre-
thren (the moft 1 hope need it not)tofet in, for a thorow
Reformation, and for the cbuaining of holy Communion, 10
keep off indifferently the unworthy from Church privie
ledges, and prophaning ot haly things, Whercunto, Ipre-
fumed che difcovery of a way whercby this might be effe-
ked,without their diftrbance in their former Stationywonld:
be a confiderable motive.

3. A confiderationof the pancity of pofitive rulesin the
Scripture for Churck-Government with the greac difioslty
of reducing them to prathife in chefe prelent times, (both
fafficiently evidenced by the endlefl: difputes, and irrecon
cilable diffcrences of godly, precious and learned men about
them, made me concesve, that the prattice of the ApoStolic
¢all Churches, (doubtlefle for a time obfervedin thofe-im-
mediately fucceeding) would be the beft exrernall help for

£ thofe rules we have, and parern

theright énserpretarion O3 L
todraw outa Charch way by Now truly after my belt

fearchy and inquiry, into the first (hurches and their con-
fitution, framing an Jdes and exemplar of them, this poor
heap following, feems to me as like one of them, as any
thing that yet 1have feen 1 nothing ac all doubsing, but
that if a more skilful hand had the Zimning ok it, the pr

ortions, features and lines, would be very exaff, cquall
and paralell : yea, did not extreamn baste,now call it trom

me, fothatlbaveno
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firft draughe, Idoubt not but,by Gads affifance, it 2ighe
be fo fet torth, asnot to be thought altogether yndefirabl. :
it men would but alittle lay afide beloved preconceptions :
but the Priuter ffases for every line : only I muft increat e.
very one that fhall calt a candid eye, on this unwillingly cx-
poled Embryo, and rude wbortion, that he would afflume
in his minde, any particwlar Church mentioned in che Scri.
pture, as of Hécrufalem, Corinthy Ephefus, or the like,
confider the way and tate they were tkon, and fome ages
aftcr, in refpect of outward immunities and enjoyments,and
tell me, whether any rationall man can fuppofe, “thac either
there were in thofe places, fundry particslar (Churches,with
their diftinll peculiar officers, atting inmoft pafforall duties
[everally in them,as distinguifhedand divided into entire fo-
cicties, but ruling thems in rt[]n& of fome particulars o yally
in combination, confidered as diffintt bodies orelle, that
they were fuch fingle Congregations, as that all that pawer
and authority which was in thens, may [eem fitly and cone
veniently to be entrufied, with afmall bandfull of mes,
combined under one fingle ‘Paftour, With ome, two,or per.
baps wo affociated Elders. More then this, I fhall only
ask, whether all ordinary power, may not without danger,
beaflerted to refide in fuch a Charch as is here deferibed,
referving all due right and authority, to Councels and Ma-
gifirates.  Now for the fowntain, fear, and rife of this
power, for the juft diftribution of it, between Pastonrsand
people, this is no place to difpute ; thefe following lines
were intended meerly to fedare and bury fuch cenzefts, and
to-be whac they are inticled, v/<.




