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TO THE READER.

g T2 ED) v RIS

CHRISTIAN READER,

T HIS {mall treatife hath no other defign but
‘thy good, and eftablifhment in the truth:, and
therefore, as laying afide that confideration
‘alone, I could defiroufly have been exculed
from the labour of thofe hours which wete
{pent in its compofure: {o in the work itfelf, I-
admitted of no one thought,but how the things
‘treated of in'it, might, and ought to be manag-
ed unto thy {‘plntu'll benefit and advantage.

Other defigns moft men have in writing what
1s to be expofed to public view, and lawftully
~may have {o; in this I have nothing but mere-
ly thy good. I have neither been particularly
provoked, nor oppofed by the adverfaries of
the truth here pleaded for; nor haveany need,
from any- felf-refpe&, to publith fuch a fmall
plain difcourfe as this is: love alone to the
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truth and the welfare of thy foul, have given
efficacy to their importunity, who prefled me to
this fmall fervice.

'The matters here treated of are on all hands
confefled to be of the greateft moment; fuch
as the eternal welfare of the fouls of men is
immediately and diretly concerned in. This
all thofe who believe the facred truths here

propofed and explained, *) unanimouily pro-

fefs and contend for; nors it .denied by thofe
‘by; whom they are oppofed: - There is no need

therefore to give thee any fpecial reafons to
evince thy concernient in thefe things > nor
the greatnels of that concernment, thereby to
induce thee unto their ferious confideration.
It were well indeed that thefe great, facred,

and myfterious truths, might, without con-
. -tention. or controverfies about them, be left

unto the faith of believers, as propofed in: the

.félipture with ‘that’ explanation. of: .them,
-which, "in the ordmary miniftry. and difpen-

mtlon of the gofpel, 1S neceﬂary and requlred

K
~

Certainly thefe tremendous myﬁ‘eries are
not by us willingly to be expofed, or profti-
tuted to the cavils of every perverfe querift

| and
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TO THE P.E@ER. v
and difputer; thofe U‘U7?JTH7:$U‘ T o&'r;ro; TB‘J"d,
whofe pretended wifdom, indeed ignorance,
darknefs, and folly, God hath da.ng*led to de-
ftroy in them and by them. For my part, I
can aflure thee, reader, I have no mind to
contend and difpute about thefe things, which
I humbly adore and believe as they are re-
vealed. It is the importunity of adverfaries,
in their attempts to draw and {educe the louls
of men from the truth and fimplicity of the
golpel, in thefe great fundamentals of it, that
alone can juftify any to debate upon, or erafti-
cally to handle thefe awtul myfteries. This
renders it our duty, and that mdlfpenfdbly,
inafmuch as we are required to ¢ contend ear-
¢.neftly for the faith once delivered unto the
‘ faints.”  But yet alfo when this neceffity is
impofed on us, we are by no means dif{charg-
ed from - that humble reverence of mind,
wherewith we ought always to be, converfant
about  them; nor from. that regard unto the
way and manner of their. revelation in the
{cripture, *whxch may preferve us from all uns
neceffary intermixture of litigious. or exotick
phrafes and expreflions, in their affertion and
declaration. I know our. adverfaries would,
upon the matter, decry any thing peculiarly’

| A 3 myiterious
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my'ﬂ:erious in thele things; although they are
frequently and emphatically in the fcriptures
affirmed {o to be. But whilit they deny the
myiteries of the things themielves, which are
fuch as every way become the glorious being
and wifldom of God, they are forced to aflign
1uch an enigmatical fenfe unto the words, ex-
preflions, and propofitions wherein they are
revealed and declared in the fcripture, as to
turn almoft the whole gofpel into an allegory,
wherein nothing is properly expreffed, but in
{fome kind of’allufion unto what is fo- elfe-
wvhere; which. irrational way of proceeding,
leaving- nothing certain in what is or may be
exprefled by word or writing, '1s covered over
with a pretence of right reafon, which utterly
refufeth to be fo employed. Thefe things
the reader will ind afterwards made manifeft,
fo far as-the nature:of this brief difcourfe will
bear. - And I.fhall only defire thefe few things
of -him that intends its perufal. * Fir/#, "That
he would not lock on the fubjett here treated
of, as the matter of an ordinary controverfy
an . rehgmn. | |

e Neque enim bic.levia aut ludicra peturiur

.Prcamm, lettoris de vita ammaegue Jalute Certatyr.
JUE | They
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They are things which immediately and di-
rectly, in themifélyes, concern the eternal {3l
vation of the fouls of ‘men; and their confi:-
deration ought always to be attended with g
due fenfe of their weight and importance,
Secondly, Let him bring with him a due reves
rence of the majefty, and infinife, incompre-
henfible nature of God; as that which. is not
to be proﬁlmt-.;.d to the captious and fophlﬁx.
cal {canning of men of corrupt minds, but to
be huinbly adored, acgording to the revela-
tion that ‘ha: hath made. of himfelf. Thirdly,
‘Lhat he be willing to fubmit his foutand con-
{cience to the plein.and obvious fenfe of fexipe -
giure . propefitions and teftimonies, without .
fegking out evafions and pretences for ynkgs -
lief. ‘Thefe requefts I cannot but judge equal,
and fear.not the fuceefs, where they are fine
.,cm'e}y eomplied withal.

} have only to add; that in ha.ndlmg ;:hg
-do&rme of the fatisfallion of Chrift, 1 have
proceeded on that principle, which, as. 1t is
fully confirmed in the fcripture, fo it bath
conftantly been maintained and adhered unto
bysthe maft of thofe, whe with judgment and

:fuqcefs have managed thofe controverfies.
againft

e . »
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'againﬁ the Socinians. And this is, that tiie
effential holinefs'of God, with his juftice or
righteoufnefs, as'the fupreme governer of all,
did - indt{penfibly ' require that fin fhould not
abfolutely go uipunifhed; and that it fhould
do fo, flands in a repugnancy to thofe holy
properties of his nature. 'Yhis, I fay, hath
been always conftantly maintained by far the
greateft number -of themny who have thorough-
Iy underftood the controverfy in this matter,
and have fuccefsfully engaged in it. ~ And as
their arguments for their-aflertion are plainly
unan{werable; fo the neglelt of abiding by it,
is caufelefsly to forego one of the moft funda-
mental and invincible principles in our caulfe.
He who firft laboured ‘in the defence of the
do&rine of the fatisfaction of Chrif?, after So-
cinus- had formed his imaginations about the
falvation that he wrought, and began to +dif-
pute about it, was Covetus, a learned man,
who! laid the foundation of his whole dlfputa-
tion in the juftiee of God, neceflarily requir-
ing, and. indifpenfibly, the punithment of fin.
And indeed, the f{tate of the controverfy, as
it is laid down by Socinus in his book, de ez
Chrifto ﬁrfvatare, which is an .anfwer to:this

Covetus, is genuine, -and that which. ought
o not
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not to be receded from, as having the direct
eround of all the. controverfial writings ‘on
that fubje&t, which have fince been publithed
in Furope. And it is 1n thefe words laid
down by Socinus himfelf. ¢ Communis et
“ orthodoxa (ut afferis) fententia .eft, Jefum
¢¢ Chriftum. ideo fervatorem mnoftrum efle,
‘¢ quia divinz julticiz per qudm peccatores
‘¢ damnari mercbamur, pro peccatis noftris
¢ plene fatisfecent; ‘quac {atisfaltio per. fidem
¢ imputatur nobis ex dono Dei credentibus.’’
This he afcribes to Covet. The common and
orthodox judgment 1is, that . Jefus Chrift:is
theretore our Saviour,becaufe he hath fatisfied
the jultice of God, by which we, being fin-
ners, deferved to be condemned for all ‘our
iins. In oppofition whereunto, he thus ek-
prefleth his own opinion. ¢ Ego vero cen-
¢ {eo, et orthodoxam fententiam efle arbitror,
¢ Jelum Chriftum ideo fervatorem noftrum
‘¢ efle, quia falutis serernze viam nobis annun-
-¢¢ ciaverit, confirmaverit, et in fua ipfius per-
¢¢ fona, cum vite exemplo, tum ex mortuis
¢¢ refurgendo, manifefte oftenderit, vitamque
¢ eeternam nobis ei fidem habentibus ipfe da-
“ turus fit. Divinz autem juftitize, per quam
peccatores damnari meremur, pro peccatis

¢¢ noftris

' X-
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¢ noftris neque illum, fatisfecifle, neque ut fa-
f¢ tistaceret, opus fuifle arbitror,”” 1 judge
and f{uppofe it to be the orthodox opinion,
that Jefus Chrift is therefore our Saviour,
becaufe he hath declared unto us the way of
eternal falvation, and confirmed it in his own
Perlon; manifeftly- thewing it, both by the
exampie of his life, and by rifing from the
dead; and in that he will give eternal life un-
to.us belheving in him. And ]I athrm, that he
neither made fatisfaction to the juftice of God,
whereby we deferved .to. be damned for eur

fins; nor was thera any need that he fhould
fo. do. |

. *'Tl his is the true {tate of the queftion; and
the principal {ubtilty of Crellius, the great
-detender of this part of the doétrine of Soci-
nus, in.his book, gf the caufes of the death of
Chrift, and the defence of this book, dé Fefi
-Chrifto firvatere, confifts in Ipeaking almoft
-the {fanmie words with thofe whom he doth op-
-pofe, but {till intending the fame things with
Sacinus-himfelf. ‘This opinlon, as was faid
of Socinus, Covetus oppofed, and everted,
onthe principle before-mentioned.
I - The
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The fame truth was confirmed alfo by Zar-
novitius, who firft wrote againft 'Socinus, his
book; as alfo by Otto Caimannus, who en-
gaged in the fame work;.-and by Abraham
Salinarias. Upon the fame foundation do
proceed Pareeus, Pifcator, Lubbertis, Lu-
¢ius, Camero, Voetius, Amiraldus, Placeus,
Rivetus, Walaeus, Thyfius, Altingius, Ma-
refius, Eflenius, Arnoldus, Turretinus, Bax-
ter, with many others. The lL.utherans who
have managed thele controverfies, as Tarno-
vius, Metluerus, Calovius, Stegmannus, Mar-
tinius, Franzius, with all others of their way,
have conftantly maintained the fame great
fundamental principle of this do&rine of the
Sfatisfacltion of Chrift; and it hath well and fo-
lidly been of late afferted among ourfelves,
on the fame foundation. And as many of
thele authors do exprefsly blame fome of the
ichoolmen, as Aquinas, Durandus, Biel,
Jataretus, for granting a poffibility of pardon
without fatisfactio®, as opening a way to the
Socinian error in this matter; fo alfo they
fear not to affirm, that the foregoing of this
principle of God’s vindiftive juftice indifpen-
fibly requiring the punifhment of fin, doth

not
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only weaken the cadfe of the truth, but indeed
leave it-indefenfible, -However, 1 fuppofe
men ought to be wary. how they cenfure the
authors ‘mentioned, as fuch who expofe the
canfe they undertook to defend to contempt;
for greater, more able, and learned defen-
ders, this truth hath not as, yet found, nor
doth ftand in need of.

J. OweN,
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[ HE difciples of .our Lord Jefus Chrnift,
having made that great confeflion .of him,
in diftintion and oppofition unto ‘them
who accounted him -only as a prophet,
¢ thou art Chrilt the Son of the lhiving
< God,” Matth. xvi. 14, 15, 16. he doth -on
the occafion thercof, give .out unto them
the great-charaéter of the-church’s.{tability
and continnance, ¢ Upon this rock T will
¢ buld my church, .and the gates of hell
¢ fhall not prevail :againft it,” ver. 18. He
18 himfelf the rock upon which his church
1s built; as God is called the Rock of his
people,.on the actount of ‘his eternal power
and 1mmutability, Deut. xxxii. 4, 18, 31.
Pfal. xviii. 2, 46. and himfelf the {piritual
Rock, which gave out fupplies of mercy
and affiftance to the people in the wilder-
nefs, 1 Cor. x. 4.

B The
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The relation of the profefling church
unto this Rock, c011ﬁﬂ.z~. in the faith of this
confcflion, ¢ th;:.t he 1s Chrift the Son of the
¢ living God.” This cur Lord Jefus Chirilk
hath promiled to fccure againft all at.
tempts; yet fo as plamly to declare, that

S L L R

_ - !'T-J" __?,:- -
Loa L 1

there thould be great znd {evere oppofiizon .

made thereunto.  For whereas the pre-
valency of the gates of hell in an enmity
unto this confeflion is denied, a great and
vigorous attempt to prevail thelun 1S NO
lels certainly foretold; neither hath it
otherwife fallen out. In all ages, from the |
firlt folemn foundation of the church of
the New -Teltament, 1t hath one way or
other been fiercely attempted by the gates
of hell. For fome time after the refurrece
tion of Chrift from the dead, the principal
endeavours of Satan, and men adting under
hnn, or acted by hml were pointed againit
the very foundation of the church, as laid
m the expreflion before-mentioned. Al-
moft all the errors and herefies, wherewith
for three or four centuries of years it was
perplexed, were principally againft the
perfon of Chrift himfelf, and confequentl
. the nature and being of the holy and blel-
fed Trinity. But bcmﬁ' difappointed 1n his

deficn herein, through the watchiul care ¢§
of the Lord Chrift over his promife; in the |

following

y i
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' following ages Satan turned his craft and-
Eviolcm:e againft fundry parts of the {uper:
ftru@ure, and by the afliftance of the Pa-
‘pacy calt them into confufion; nothing .as
‘it were remaining firm, {table, and in ora-

Eder, but only this one conteffion, which in- =

:a particular manner the Lord Chrift hath
:taken upon hinfelf to fecure,
. In thefe latter -ages of the world, the
power and care of Jefus Chrift reviving
towards his church in the reformation of
it, even the ruined heaps of its bulding
have been again reduced into fome tolera-
ble order and beauty. The old enemy of
its peace and welfare falling hereby under
a dilappointment, and fAnding his travail
ind labourfor many generations in a great
art fruftrate, he is returned again to his
Id work of attacking the foundation itfelf;
s he 1s unweary and reftlefs, .and can be
uiet neither conqueror.nor conquered;
ror will be fo, until he is bound and caft
into the lake that burneth. with fire.’
For no {ooner had the.reformation of re-
ligion formed itfelf in fome of the European
provinces, but immediately, in a propor-"
ion of diftance not unan{werable unto
vhat fell out from the firft foundation of
!1@: church, fundry perfons by the inftiga-
ion of Satan attempted the diflurbance
B 2 and
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and rumn. of it, by the very fame errors.znd i
herefics about the Irinity, the perfon of i
Chrift and his offices, the perfon of the
Holy Ghof{t and bis grace, wherewith 1ts£
firft trouble and ruin was endcavoured,”
And hereof we have of late an inftance -
given amonyg ourfelves, and that fo noto.
rioufly known,, through a. mixture of im.
prudence and impudence in the managers ﬁ
of it, that a very brief refleCtion upon i
will fuffice unto our prefent defign. |
'+ was always fuppofed, and known to-
fome, that there are fundry perfons in this
atlon, who having been themfelves fedu-%
ced into. Socmlamfm, did make it their
bufinefs, under various pretences, to dr awil
others into a compliance with them in the!.
fame way and. perfuafion. Neither hath
this for fundry years been fo fecretly cart:
ried, but that the defign of 1t hath van-i
ouﬂy difcovered itfelf by overt afls of con-§
. ferences, difputations, and publifhing of§
books; which laft way of late hath beenf§
feduloufly purfued. Unto thefe three isf
now a vifible acceffion made, by that fort off
people whom men will call Quakers, from§
their deportment at the firft ereQion off
their way, long fince deferted by them,
until by fome new revolutions of: opinions,}
they caft themlfelves under a- more proper
denomination
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dennomination. That thereisa comun&mn
iMued between both thefe forts of men, 1in
an oppoiition to the iloly Irmity, with
the perfon and grace of Chrifit, the
pamphlets of late publifhed by the one
and the other do fufficiently evince. Tor
however they may fcem in {undry things
as yect to look divers ways, yet like
Samlon’s foxes, they are knit together
by the tail of confent in thefe fire-brand
opinions, ‘and jointly endeavour to con-
fume the ftanding corn of the church of
God. And their joint management of
their bufinefs of late hath bc::,n, as though
"1t were their defign to give as great a
vogue and report to their opinions, as by
any ways they are able. . Hence belides
their attempts to be proclaiming therr
opinions under various pretences, in all
aflemblies whereunto they may intrude
themfelves, as they know without trouble,
they are exceedingly {fedulous in {cattering
and giving away, yea, impofing graris and
as to lome ingratiis, their imall books,
which they publifh, upon all forts of per-
-fons promifcuéuﬂy,~ as they have advan-
tage lo to do. By this means their opinions
being of late become the talk and dilcourfe
of the common fort of*Chriftians, and the
exercife of many; amongft whom are not

B 3 a few



18 THE PREFACE..

a few, that on {undry accounts,. which Y
thall not mentien, may poflibly be expofed

|

unto dlfaavantaqu and prejudice thereby; |

it hath been thought meet by lome, that

the {facred truths which thefc men oppole,.
fhould be plainly and briefly aflerted and.
confirmed from the {cripture; that thofe .
of the meaneft fort of profeflors, who are-
fincere and upright;. exercifing themfelves |
to keep a good conicience in. matters of
faith and obedience to God, may have

fomewhat in a: readinefs, both to gwde

them in their further enquiry into the

truth, and allo to confirm their faith in

what they have already received, when at

any time it is fhaken or oppofed by. the

runmng {leights of men that lie in wait to

decelve. -
And this compnfeth the defign of tie

enfuing difcourfe. It may pofiibly be

judged needlefs by fome, as it was in its
fir{ft propofal by hnn by whom it is writ-
ten, and that becaufe this matter at prefent

is by an efpecial providence caft on other
hands, who both have, and doubtlefs, as
occafion fthall- require, will well acquit

themfelves it the defence of the truths
oppofed Not to give any other account
of the reafons of this fmall undertaking,
}i may fufhce that in puélzca difcrimine omnis

bomo
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homo miles: eff.. Every man’s concernment
lying in a common d{tngcr, 1t ishfree for
every one to- manage 1t as he thinks belt,
and is able, fo it be without prejudice to
the whole, or the particular concerns of
others. I a city be on fire, whole bucket,
that brings water to quench it, ought to be
refufed? The attempt to-caft fire into the
city of God, by the optnions mentioned, 1s
open and plain, and a timely {top being to
be put unto it, the more hands are order-
ly. employed in its quenching, the more

{peedy and fecure is the effeét like to be. .
Now,, becaufe the afferters of the opi-
nions mentioned do i{eem to {et out them-
felves to'be fome great ones, above the or-
dinary rate of men, as having tound out,
and being able publicly to maintain fuch
things, as never would have entered into.
the minds of others to have thought on,
or conceived; and allo that they {eem with
many to. be thought worthy of their confi-
deration, becaule they new are new, and
fuch as they have not been acquainted
withal; T fhall- in this prefatory entrance,
briefly manifelt that thofe who have a-
mong(t us undertaken the management ot
thefe opinons, have brought nothing new
unto them, but either a little contemptible
fophiftry and caption of words on the one
- hand,
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hand, or futilous, affefted, unintelligible
expreflions on the other; . the opiniong
themfelves being no other, but {fuch as the
church of God having been oppoled by,
and troubled with from the beginning,
hath prevailed againit, and triumphed over
in all generations. And.were 1t not that
confidence is the only reliet which engaged
impotency adheres unto, and expelts fup-
plies from, I fhould greatly admire that
thofe amongft us who have undertaken an
imnforcement of, thefe old exploded errors,
whole weaknefs doth {o openly difcover
and proclaim itfelf mn-all their endeavours,
fhould judge themfielves competent to give
a new Ipirit of life to the dead carcafs of
thefe rotten herefies, which the faith of
the {aints in all ages hath trinmphed over;
and which truth and learning have, under
the care and watchfulnefs of Chrift, {o
often baffled out of the world.
- The Jews in the time of our Saviour’s
converfe on the earth, being tallen greatly
from the faith and worfhip of their fore-
fathers, and ready to fink into their laft
and utmeit apoftacy tfrom God, {fecem a-
‘mongf{t many other truths, to have much
~ loft that of the doltrine of the Holy Tri-
“nity, and of the perfon ot the Meflrah. It

was indeed fuited in the difpenfation of
God,
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3od, unto the work that the Lord Jeflus
had to fulfil in the world, that betore his
paflion and refurrettion, the knowledge of
his divine nature as unto his individual
perfon, fhiould be concealed from the moft
of men. For this caule, altheugh he was
in the ¢ form of God, and thought it ne.
¢ robbery to be equal with God; yet he
¢ made himfelf of no reputation, by taking
‘ on him the form of a fervant, and was
“ made in the likenefs of men; that being
¢ found in the fathion of a man, he might
‘ be obedient unto: death,” Phil. i1. 6, 4, 8.
whereby his divine glory was vailed for a
feafon, until he was declared ¢ to be theé
“Son of God with power, according unto
¢ the {pirit of holinefs by the refurreftion
¢ from the dead,” Rom. 1. 4. and then ¢ was
“ glorified with that glory, which he had
¢ with the Father before the world was,”
John xvii, 3. And as this difpenfation
was -needful unto the accomplifiment of
the whole work, which as our Mediator
he had undertaken; fo in particular he,.
who was in himfelf the ¢ Lord of Hofts,
“a {an&tuary to them that feared. him,*
became hereby ¢a ftone of ftumbling, and
“a rock of offence to both. the houfes of
¢ lfrael, for a gin and for a fnare to the
* inhabitants of Jerufalem,” Ifa. viil.. 1 3, E4..
E DEE.
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See Luke ii. 34. Rom. ix. 33. 1 Pet. i1. 8.
Jfa, xxviil. 26, But yet notwithitanding,
as occafions required, {uitalbly.unto his own
holy ends and defigns, he forbare not to
give plain and open teftimony to his own
divine nature, and eternal pre-exiftence
unto his incarnation. And this was 1t,
which of all other things moft provoked
the carnal Jews with whom he had to do.
For having, as was faid, loft the doéirine
of the Trinity and perfon of the Mefliah in
a great meafure; whenever he aflerted his
deity, they were immediately enraged ana
endeavoured to deftroy him. So-was it
" plainly, John.vifi. 56, 57, 58, 59. Saith he,
¢ Your father Abraham rejoiced to {ee my
¢ day, and he faw it and was glad. Then
¢ faid the Jews unto him, thou art not yet
¢ fifty years old, and haft thou feenn Abra-
¢ ham? . Jefus faid unto them, verily 1 fay
¢ unto you, before Abraham was, I am.
¢ Then took they up {tones to caft at him.’
So alfo, John x. 30, 3%, 32, 33. ¢1I and
¢ my Father are one. . 'Then the Jews took
¢ up flones again to ftone him. Jelus an-
¢ {wered them, many good works have I
¢ fhewed you from my Father, for which
¢ of thofe works do you ftone me! 'lhe
¢ Jews anfwered -him {aying, for a good
¢ work we ftone thee not, but for blai-

| ¢ phemy,
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¢ phemy, and becaufe that thou being a
¢ man makeft thyfelf God.” 'I'hey under-
ftood well enough the micaning of thofe
words, ¢ I and my Father are one;” namcly,
that they were a plain aflertion of his being
God. This caufed their rage. And this
the Jews all abide by to this day;” namely,
that he declared himiclf to be God, and
therefore they flew him. Whereas there-
fore the firlt difcovery of a- plurality of
rcrions, in the divine eflence, confifts in
the revelation of the divine nature and
perfonality of the Son, this being oppofed,
perfecuted, and blafphemed by thefe Jews,
they may be juftly looked wupon and
eftcemed as the firft aflerters of that mif-
beliet, which now {fome feek again fo ear-
neftly to promote. The Jews perfecuted
the Lord Chrift, becaufe he being a man,
declared himfelt allo to be God; and o-
thers are ready to revile and reproach
them who believe and teach what he de-
clared.

After the refurre&tion and afcenfion of
the Lord Jefus, all things being filled with
tokens, evidences and effets of his divine
nature and power, Rom. 1. 4. the church
that began to be gathered in his name,
and according ‘to his doétrine, being by his
efpecial inftitution to: be initiated into the

- : exprefs
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exprels profeflion of the doltrine of the
Holy 1rinity, as being to be baptized in
the name -of ¢ the Father, .and the Son,
¢ and the Holy Ghoft,” which confeffion
comprileth the whole of the truth con-
tended for; and by the indifpenfible plac- -
ing of it at the firflt entrance into :all obe-
dience anto him, 1s made the doétrinal
foundation of the church, it continued for
a {eafon in the-quiet and undifturbed poi-
feflion of this facred treafure.

The firft who gave difquietment unto
the difciples of Chrilt by perverting the
dodtrine «of ‘the Trinity was Simon Magus,
with his followers; an account of whofe
monitrous figments, .and umintelhgible
imaginations, with their .comcidence with
what {ome men dream in thefe latter days,
4hall eliewhere be given. Nor fhall I need
here to mention the Golluvies of Gnoftlics,
Valentmlans, Marcionites and Manichees,
the foundation of all whofe abominations
lay in their mif-apprehenfions of the being
of ‘God, their unbelief of the Trinity, and
the peri"on of Chri{t, as do thofe of fomg
others alfo.

In efpecial there was one Tennthus,
who was more altive than -others m his
oppofition to the doGrine of the perfon of
Chrit, and therein ef the Holy Trimty.

To
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To put a ftop unto his abominations, all
authors agree, that John, writing his gof-
pel, prefixed unto 1t that plain declaration
of the eternal deity of Chriit, which it is
prefaced withal. And the ftory is well
attefted by Irenzus, Eufebius, and others,
from Polycarpus, who was his difciple: That
this Cerinthus coming into the place where
the apoftle was, he left it, adding, as a
reafon of his departure, left the building,
through the juft judgment of God, thould
fall upon them. And it was of the holy,
wile providence of God, to {fulfer fome
impious perions to oppofe this doétrine
before the death of that apoftle, that he
might by infallible infpiration farther re-
veal, manifeft, and declare it to the efta-
blifthment of the church in future ages.
For what can farther be defired to fatisfy
the minds of men, who in any fenfe own
the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the fcriptures;
than that this controverf{y about the Trinity
and perfon of Chrift (for they ftand and
- fall together) fhould be fo eminently and
exprelly determined, as it were immediately
from heaven?

But he, with whom we have to deal in
this matter, neither ever did, nor ever will,
nor can acquiefce or reft in the divine de-
termination of any thing, which he hath

C ‘ {tirred
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ftirred up firife and controver{y about.
For as Cerinthus and Ibionites perfifted
in the herely of the Jews, who would have
flain our Saviour for bearing witnefs to his
own deity, notwithitanding the evidence of
that teftimony, and the right apprehenfion
which the Jews had of his mind therein;
{fo he excited others to engage and perfift
in their oppofition to the truth, notwith-
{tanding this fecond particular determina-
tion of it from heaven, for their confuta-
tion or confufion. For after the more
weak and confufed oppofitions made unto
it by Theodotus-coriarius, Artemon, and
fome others, at length a ftout champion
appears vifibly, and exprefly engages a-
gainft thefe fundamentals of our faith.
'This was Paulus Samofatenus, bithop of
the church of Antioch, about the year 272.
A man of moft intolerable pride, paflion,
and folly; the greateft that hath left a
name upon ecclefiaftical records, This
man openly and avowedly denied the doc-
trine of the Trinity, and the deity of Chrift
in an efpectal manner. For although he
endeavoured, for a while, to clond his im-
pious fentiments in ambiguous expreflions,
as others alfo have done [Eufeb. lib. 4.
cap. 27.] yet being preflfed by the profel-
fors of the truth, and {uppofing his party

S was
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was fomewhat confirmed, he plainly de-
fended his herefy, and was caft out of the
church wherein he prefided:. Some fixty
years after, Photinus Bifhop of Syrmium,
with a pretence of more {obriety in life
and converfation, undertook the manage-
ment of the fame defign, with the fame
succefs. 7 | L

What enfued alterwards among the
churches of God i1n this matter, is of too
large and diffufed a nature to be here re< -
ported. Thele inftances I have fixed on,
only to intimate unto perfons, whofe con.
dition or occafions aftord them not ability,
or leifure of themfelves, to enquire into
the memorials of times paft amongft the
profeflors of the gofpel of Chrift, that thefe
oppofitions which are made at prefent a-
mongf{t us unto thefe fundamental truths,
and. derived immediately from the late
renewed inforcement of them made by
Fauftus Socinus and his followers; are no-
thing but old baffled artempts of Satan,
again{t the rock of the chu¥ch and the
building thereon, in the“confeflion of the
Son of the living God.

Now, as all men who have ought of a
due reverence of God, or his truth, re-
maining with them, cannot be but wary
how they give the leaft admittance to fuch

C 2 opinions,
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opinions, as have from the beginning been
witnefled againft, and condemned by Chriit
himielf, his apoftles, and all that followed
them in their faith and ways in all genera-
tions; fo others, wholfe hearts may tremble
for the danger they apprehend that thefe
facred truths may be in, of being corrupted
.or defamed, by the prefent oppofition a-
gain{t them, may know that it is no other,
but what the church, and faith of profef-
fors hath already been exercifed with, and
through the power of him that enables
them have conftantly triumphed over.
And far my part, I look upon it as a blefled
effeét of the holy, wife providence of God,
that thofe who have long harboured thefe
abominations of denying the holy Trinity,
the perfon and {atisfation of Chrift in their
minds; but yet have fheltered themfelves
from common obfervation under the fhades
of dark, obfcure, and uncouth expreflions,
with many other fpecious pretences; fhould
be given up to join themfelves with fuch
perfons, and to profefs a community of
perfuafion with them in thofe opinions, as
have rendered themifelves infamous from
the firft foundation of Chriftianity, and
wherein they will affuredly meet with the
fame fuecefs, as thofe have done, who have
gone before them. |

- For
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' Tor the other head of oppofition, made
by thefe’ perfons unto the truth, in refe-
rence unto the fatisfaCtion of Chrift, and

- the imputation of his righteoufneis thereon
"unto our juftification, 1 have not much to
fay, as to the time paft. In general, the
“dofrine wherein they boaft, being frft
brought forth in a rude mifhapen manner,
by the Pelagian heretics, was afterwards
.improved by one Abailardus, a fophiftical
!fcholar- in France; but owes its principal
tform and poifon unto the endeavours of
' Fauftus Socinus, and thofe who have fol-

; lowed him, in his fubtle attempt to corrupt
the whole doétrine of the gofpel. Of thefe
 men are thofe among(t us, who-at this day
fo bufily difpute and write about the
Trinity, the deity of Chrift, and his fatis-
faction, the followers and difciples. And
1t 1s much more from their mafters, who
were fome of them men learned, diligent,
and {ubtle, than from themf{elves, that they
are Jjudged to be of any great confideration.
Yor I can truly fay, that upon the {edate
examination of all that I could ever yet
hear, or get a fight of, either fpoken or
written by them, that is, any amongft us,
I never yet obferved an undertaking of fo
great importance, managed with a greater
evidence of incompetency and inability, to
C 3 give
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give any tolerable countenance unto it. If
any of them fhall, for the future, attempt
to gilve any new countenance or props to
their tottering errors; it will doubtlefs be
attended unto by fome of thofe many, who
cannot but know, that it is incumbent on
them to ¢ contend earneftly for the faith
¢ once delivered unto the {aints.” This pre-
fent brief endeavour is only to aflift and
diret thofe, who are lefs exerciled in the
ways of managing controverfies in religion;
that they may have a brief comprehenfion
of the truths oppofed, with the irm foun-
dations whereon they are built; and have
'in a readinefs to thield their faith, both
againft the fiery darts of Satan, and fecure
their minds againft the cunning fleights of
men who lic in wait to deceive. .And
wherein this difcourfe feems in any thing
to be too brief, or concife, the author 1s
7ot to be blamed; who was confined unto
thefe ftrait bounds, by thofe whofe requelts
enjoined him this fervice.

TH%
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DOCTRINUE

OF THE
HOLY TRINITY

EXPLAINED AND VINDICATED.

THE doftrine of the blefled Trinity
may be confidered two ways: Firfz, in ye-
fpe&t unto the revelation and propofal of
it in the {cripture, to diret us unto the
author, ohjeét, and end of our faith, in
our worfhip and obedience: Secondly, as
it is farther declared and explained, in
terms, expreflions, and propofitions, edu-
ced from the original revelation of it, fuit-
ed thereunto, and meet to diret and keep
the mind {rom undue apprehenfions of the
things it beheves; and to declare them
unto farther edification. | ‘
In the firft way, it confifts meerly in the
propofitions wherein the revelation of God
_ - 1§
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is exprefled in the fcripture. And in this
regard two things are required of us: Fir/?2,
To underitand the terms of the propofi-
tions, as they are enunciations of truth:

And Secondly, To believe the things taught,

revealed, and declared in them.

In the firft inftance, no more,. 1 fay, is
required of us, but that we aflent unto the
aflertions and teftimonies of God concern-
ang himfelf, according to their natural and
genuine fenfe, as he will be known, believed
in, feared, and worfhipped by us, as he is
our Creator, Lord, and rewarder; and that
becaufe he himfelf hath by his revelatmuﬁ
not only warranted us fo to do, but alfo
made- it our duty neceflary and indifpeni-
able. Now the fum of this revelation in
- this matter 1s: That God is one; that this
one God is Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft;
that the Father is the Father of the Son,
and the Son the Son of the Father, and
the Holy Ghoft the Spirit of the Father
and the Son; and that in refpe& of this
their mutual relation, they are diftinét from
each other.

This is the fubftance of the dotrine of
the Trinity, as to the firft dire& concern-
ment of -faith therein. The firft intention
of the {cripture, in the revelation of God

towards us is, as was faid, That we might:
fear
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fear him, believe, worfhip, obey him, and
live unto him, as God. That we may do
this in a due manner, and worthip the only
true God, and not adore the falle imagina-
tions of our own minds; it declares, as
was faid, that this God is one, the Father,
Son, and Holy Ghoft: that the Father 1s
this one God, and therefore i1s to be be<
lieved in, worfhipped, obeyed, lived unto,
and in all things confidered by us as the
firft caufe, fovereign Lord, and laft end
of all: that the Son is the one true God,
and therefore is to be believed in, worthip-
ped, obeyed, lived unto, and in all things
conflidered by us as the firff caufe, fove-
reign Lord, and laft end of all: and {e alfo
of the Holy Ghoft. This is the whale of
faith’s concernment in thi matter, as it
refpelts the direck revelation of God, made
by -himfelf in the f{cripture, and the firft
proper general end thereof. let this be
clearly confirmed by dirett and pofitive
divine teftimonies, containing the declara-
tion and revelation of God concerning
himfelf, and faith is fecured as to all its
concerns. For it hath beth its proper for-
mal objedt, and is fufliciently enabled ta be
direftive of divine worfhip and obedience.
- T'he explication ef this doétrine unta
edification, {uitable unto the revelation

-‘ mentioned,
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mentioned, i1s of another confideration.
And two things are imncumbent on us to
take care of therein: Iir/, That what is
affirmed and taught, fo dire€tly tend unto
the ends of the revelation itfelt, by inform-
mg and enlightening of the mind in the
knowledge ot the myftery of it, fo far as
in this life we are, by divine aﬁiﬂ:ance, ca-
pable to comprehend it: that is, that faith
~may be increafed, ftrengthened, and con-
firmed againit temptations and oppofitions
of Satan, and men of corrupt minds; and
that we may be diflintly direted unrito,

and encouraged in the obedience unto, and
worfhip .of ‘God that are required of us:
Secondly, That nothing be affirmed or
taught herein, that may beget, or occafion
any undue apprehenfions concerning God,
or our obedience unto him, with refpelt
unto the beft, higheft, fecureft revelations,
that we have of him and our duty. 'Thefe
things being done and fecured, the end of
~ the declaration of this do&rme concernmg
God 1s attained.

In the declaration then of this do&rlne
unto the edification of the church, there
is contained a farther explanation of the
things before aflerted, as propofed direltly,
and in themfelves, as fhe objett of our

faith; namely, how God 1is one, in relpect |
of
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of his nature, fubftance, effence, Godhead,

or divine Being. How being Father,Son,

and Holy Ghof’c he fubfifteth in thefa 4.
‘three diftin&t perfons, or hypoftafis; and g,, Cord o
what are their mutual refpe&s to each ;.iif, £,
‘other, by which, as their peculiar proper-¥ /.= ..
ties, giving them the manner of their fub-[(ff C;’J/,{Md
sﬁ&ence, they are diftinguifhed one from . .. 4

Eanother, with fundry other things oi the / " _é:
ihke neceflary confequence unto the revela- -+ o
tion mentioned. ~ And herein, as in the 7
apphcatlon of all other divine truths and ™ L
myfteries whatever, yea of all moral com~ s 7 v
manded duties, ufe is to be made of fuch < . ~**"
'words and expreflions, as, it may be, are *’, IR e g,
not literally and tormally contained in the _. "‘ Y
{cripture; but only are unto our concep-_ - AR
tions and apprehentions expofitory of what & ¢~ , .

!
is {fo contained. And to deny the llberty, o )
yea the neceflity hereof, is to deny all inter- ™ 2%,  °
pretation of the fcnpture, all endeavours®: (’T—?;ﬁ
to exprels the fenfe of the words of 1(;.;, 10 d!ﬁ’a "y
unto the underitandings of one another;- ; ol =
which 1s, in a word, to render the fcuptureﬁ j”f R .,
1itfelf altogether ufelels. For. if it be un-}:g 4 ;s h
lawful for me to fpeak, or write, what ¥, , . .
conceive to be the fenfe of the words of “'ﬂ"’* P4
the {cripture, and the nature of the thing
fignified and exprefled by them; it is un-

lawtul for me alfo to thlnk r concelve n *‘i ” m‘-’h;;m ;
; -» ) ' 3 ¥ ":"r ?"”L 3 *
o L {’f:r"it: f Hot e m..i :ﬁ m)t

.r@
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my mind, what is the fenfe of the words §
or nature of the things; which to fay, is §
to make brutes of ourfelves, and to fruf- j
trate the whole defign of God in giving &
unto us the great privilege of his word.
Wherefore, in the declaration of the §
doétrine of the Trinity, we may lawfully, #
nay we muft neceffarily, make ufe of other
words, phrafes and expreflions, than what ¥
are literally and {yllabically contained in
the {criptures, but teach no other things. }
Moreover, whatever is fo revealed in the &
fcripture, is no lefs true and divine, as to §
whatever neceflarily followeth thereon,§
than it is, as unto that which is principally g
revealed and direétly exprefled. ¥or how§
far foever the lines be drawn and extended, }
from truth nothing can follow and -eénfue;
but what is true alfo; and that in the fame §
kind of truth, with that which it 1s derived§
and deduced from. For if the principal§
affertion be a truth of divine revelation, o
is alfo whatever is included therein, andj
which may be rightly from thrence colleéted. |
Hence it follows, that when the {cripture]
revealeth the Father, Son and ‘Holy Ghott,
to be one God, {eeing it necefiarily and
unavoidably fellows thereon, that they are|
one in eflence, wherein alone it ‘is poflible
they can be one; and three in their diftinét
| fubfiftences,
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fubfiftences, wherein alone it is poflible
: hey can be three; this 1s no lefs of divine
revelation, than the firft principle from
iwhence thefe things follow. *

T"hefe being the refpets which the doc-
trine of the Trinity falls under, the necef-
i{fary method of faith and reafon, in the-
ibclieving and declaring of it, is plain and
jevident.

+ 1. The revelation of it is to be afferted
3and vindicated, as it is propofed to be be-
gliecved for the ends mentioned. Now this
$is. as was declared, that there is one God:
§ that this God, is TFather, Son, and Holy
8 Ghoft: and fo, that the Father 1s God, fo
) 3s the Son, fo is the Holy Ghott.

§  II. This being received, and admitted by
| faith, the explication of it is to be infifted
f on, and not taken into confideration until
| the other be admitted. And hercin lies
} the prepoflerous courfe of thofe, who falla-
cioufly and captioufly go about to oppofe
j this facred truth. "They will always begin
- their oppofition, not unto the revelation
of it, but unto the explanation of it, which
' is uled only for farther edification. Their
difputes and..cavils fhatl be againt the
Yrinty, eflence, fubftance, perfons, per-
- fonality,
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{onality, refpeéts, properties of the divine
perfons, with the modes of exprefling thefe
things, whillt the plain feripture revelation
of the things themlelves, from whence they
are but explanatory dedudtions, is not {po.
ken to, nor admirted unto conﬁrmatmna
By this means have they entangled many!
weak, unitable fouls, who when they have
met with things too high, hard, and dit.;
ficult for them, (whlch 1n dwme myﬂerw
they may quickly do) in the explication of
this do&trine, have fuffered themielves to
be taken off from :a due confideration of
the full and plain revelation of the thing
itfelf in fcripture; until their temptations
being made {trong, and their darknefs in.-
creafed, 1t was too late for them to return
unto it; as bringing along with them the
gavils wherewith they were plepoﬁeﬂed
rather than that faith aud obedience whlch
ids requircd. But yet -all this while thefe
gxplanations, fo excepted againft, are in-
deed not. of any original confideration in
this matter. lLet th(, direlt, exprels revela-
tions of the doltrine be conﬁrmed they
will follow of themfelwves, nor will they be
excepted againit by thofe who believe and
teceive it. ‘Let that be rejeted, and they
will fall of themfelves, and never be con-
.tende.d for by thofe who did make ufe of
them.

L t.'
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Bhem. But of thefe things we fhall treat
Bpoain afterwards.
# 1. This therctore is the way, the only
Rway that we rationally can, and that which
4in duty we ought to proceed in, and by,
#for the aflerting and confirming of the
vdoltrine of the holy Trinity under con-
Hfideration; namely, that we produce divine
frevelations, or teltimonies, wherein faith
may fafely reft and acquiefce, that God is
‘one: that this one God, is Father, Son and
f}{oly Gholt: fo that the Father is God, fo
allo 1s the Son, and the Holy Gholt like-
wile, and as fuch are to be believed in,.
beyed, worfhipped, acknowledged as th=-
firlt caufe, and laft end of all, our Lord
dnd reward. If this be not admitted, if
gomewhat of it be not particularly denied,-
swe need not, we have no warrant, or
round, to proceed any further, or at all
o diicourfe about the unity of the effence,
r the divine diftinétion of the perfons.
We have not therefore any original con-
eft in this matter with. any, but fuch as
deny either God to be one, or the Father
to be God, or the Son to be God, or the
Holy Ghoft {o to be. If any deny either
of thefe in particular, we are ready to con-
firm it by fufficient teftimonies of {cripture,
or clear and undeniable divine revelation.

D = W hen
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- When this is evidenced and vindicated 2
we fhall willingly proceed to manifett, th"ll':
the explications ufed of this doétrine untot“"
the edification of the church, are accmdf’
ing to'truth, and {uch as neceﬁ'drlly are re.
quired by the nature of the things themr
felves. And this gives us the method of:
the fmall enfuing difcourfe, with the rea-

. The firft thing which we afﬁrm to be:
delwered unto us by divine revelation, as|.
the objeét of our faith is, that God is one.|
I know that this may be uncontroulablyy
‘¢videnced by the light of reafon itfelf, un.
to as good and quiet an aflurance as, thef§
mind of man is capable of in any of its}
apprehenfions whatever. ButI fpeak of itk
now, as 1t is confirmed unto us by divine ';:-j
revelation. How this aflertion, of one God,}
refpelts the nature, eflence, or divine being§
of God fhall be declared afterwards. At}
prefent it is enough to reprefent the tefti
monies that he is one, only one. And}
becaule we have no difference with our]
adverfaries diftin&tly about this marter, I
{hall only name fome few of them. Deut.]
Vi 4. ¢ Hear, O Iirael, the Lard our God]
€is one Lord:’ A moft pregnant teftimony;
and yet notwithiftanding, as I fhall elfe-

where manifeft, the Trinity itfelf in that
’ one
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, 8. ¢ Thus faith the Lord, the king ol
g‘ [iracl, and his Redeem=r, the Lord of
¢ Hofts, I am the firft, and [ am the [aft,

Lt

t¢ and befides me there is no God. Is there
B Y > - :
“ a God befides me? Yea there 1s no God,

“ [ know not any:” In which alfo we may
f?a}manifeﬁ, that a plurality of perfons s
Hincluded and exprefled. And although
dthere be no more abfolute and {acred truth
jthan this, that God 1s one; yet it may be
fevinced, that it 1s no where mentioned in
ithe fcripture, but that either in the words
gthemfelves, or the context of the place, a
¥plurality of perfons in that one fenfe is
dintimated.

§ 2. It 1s propofed as the objeét of our.
| faith, that the Father is God.  And here-
fin, as is pretended, there is alfo an agree-
g ment between us and thofe who oppole the
E dotrine of the ‘I'rintity.  But. there is a
f miftake in this matter. Their hypothefis,,
§as they call it, or indeed prefumptuous
error, cafts all the conceptions that are.
# given us concerning God in the {cripture
d mto diforder and confufion. For the Fa-
| ther, as he whom we worthip, is often cal-
led fo, only with refcrenée unto his Son;
as the Son 1s {o, with reference to the Fa-
ther. e is the € only begotten of the Fa-

D 3 ¢ ther,”

i{ﬁme divine eflence is here aflerted. Ifa. xliv.

t
ad
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¢ ther,” John i. 14. But now, if this Son M
had no pre-exiftence in his divine nature, §
before he was bern of the Virgin, there i
was no God the Father feventeen hundred [
yvears ago, becaufe there was no Son. %
And on this ground did the Marcionites g
of old plainly deny the Father, whom un-
der the New Teftament we worthip, to be §;
the God of the Old Teftament, whe made ¥
the world, and was worfhipped from the E
foundation of 1t. For it feems to follow,
that he whom we worfhip being the Fa-}
ther, and on this fuppofition that the Son §
fhiad no pre-exiftence unte his incarnation, §
he was not the Father under the Old Tef- g
tament, he 13 fome other from him that §
was {o revealed. 1 know the folly of that 3
inference: yet how on this opinion of the }
{ole exiftence of the Son In time, men can §
prove the Father te be God, Iet others de- |
termine. ¢ He who abideth in the doc.]
¢ trine of Chrift, he hath both the Father |
¢ and the Son: but whofoever tranfgrefleth, |
¢ and abideth not in the doé&rine of Chrift, |
¢ hath not God,” 2 John 9. Wheloever |
denies Chrift the Son, as the Son, that is
the eternal Son of’ God, he lofles the Fa-
ther alfo, and the true God; he hath not
God. For that God which 15 not the Fa-
ther, and which ever wae, and was not the
Father,
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Father, is not the true God. Hence many
of the FFathers, even of the firft writers of
the church, were forced unto great pains.
in the confirmation of this truth, that the
Father Jefus Chnft was he who made the
world, gave the law, {pake by the pro-
phets, and was the author of the Old "Uef-
“tament; and that againft men who profef-
fed themlelves to be Chriftians. And this
brutith apprehenfion of theirs arofe from-
no other principle, but this, that the Son
had only a temporal exiftence, and was not
. the eternal Son of God. *
~ DBut that I may not in this brief difcourfe
digrels unto other controverfies, than what
hies direltly before us; and feeing the ad-
verfaries of the truth we contend for, do,
in words at leaft, grant that the Father of
our Lord Jefus Chrift is the true God, or
the only true God; I thall not further
fhew the mnconfiftency of their hypothefis
with this confeflion; but take it for grant-
ed, that to us ¢ there is one God the Fa-
ther,” ¢ Cor. viil. 6. See John xvii. 3. So
that he who is not the Father, who was
not fo from eternity, whofe paternity is
not equally coexiftent unto his deity, is no
God unto us.

3. It 15 aflerted and believed by the
church, thas Jefus Chrift is God; the eter-
T nal
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nal Son of Godj that is, He is propofed,
declared, and revealed unto us in -the
{cripture, to be God; that is, to be ferved,
worifhipped, believed in, obeyed as God,
upon the account of his own divine ex-
cellencies. And whereas we beheve and
know that he was man, that he was born,
lived and died asa man; it 1s declared that
he 1s God alfo; and that as God, he did
pre-exift in the form of God before his in-
carnation, which was effetted by voluntary
altings ot his ownj; which could not be
without a pre-exiftence i1 another nature.
This 1s propoled unto us to be believed
upon divine teftimony, and by divine reve-
lation. And the fole enquiry in this mat-
ter i1s, whether this be propofed in the
fcripture as an object of faith, and that
which 1s indifpenfibly neceflary for us to
believe. Let us then nakedly attend unto
what the fcripture aflerts in this matter,
and that in the order of the books of it
in fome particular inftances, which at
prefent occur to mind; as thefe that fol-
low.

Pfalm xlv. 6. ¢ Thy throne, O God, 15
¢ for ever and ever:’ applied unto Chrift,
Heb. i. 8. ¢ But unto the Son he faith, thy
¢ throne, O God, 1s for ever and ever.

. Plalm lxvii. 17, 18, 19. ¢ T'he chariots
' - Sof
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¢ of God are twenty thoufand, even thou-
¢ fands of angels: the Lord 1s among théem
¢ as in Sinai, in the holy place. Thou
¢ haft afcended on high, thou haft led
¢ captivity captive, thow haft received gifts
¢ for men; yea, for the rebellious alfo,
¢ that the Lord God may dwell among
“ them:’ applied unto the Son, Eph. iv. 8.
¢« Wheretore he {faith, when he afcended
¢ up on high, he led captivity captive, and
¢ gave gitts unto men. Now that he af-
¢ cended, what 1s it but that he allo de-
¢ {cended, firft into the lower parts of the
¢ earth? He that defcended, is the {ame al-
¢ {fo that afcended up far above all heavens,
¢ that he might fill all things.’ |

Plalm cx. 1. ¢ The Lord faid unto my
“ Lord, Sit thou at my right hand:” applied
unto Chrift by himfelf, Mat. xxii. 44.

Pfalm. cii. 25, 26, 27. ¢ Of old thou
¢ haft laid the foundation of the earth, and
¢ the heavens are the work of thy hands.
¢ They fhall petifh, but thou fthalt endure:
¢ yea, all of them fhall wax old like a gar-
¢ ment, as a vefture fhalt thou change
‘ them, and they fhall be changed: But
¢thou art the fame, and thy years fhall
¢ have no end:’ declared by the apoftle to
be meant of the Son, Heb. 1. 10.

Prov. viii. 22. to the 31. ¢ The Lord
| ¢ pofleft



46 THE DOCTRINE OF THE

¢ poffelt me in the beginning of his ways,
¢ before his works of old. 1 was fet up
¢ from cverlalling. in the begmmrrg, or
¢ ever the carth was. When there were
‘no depths, I was brought' forth, ‘when
¢ there were no fountains aboundmg with
‘ waters. Before the mountains. were fet-
¢ tled, before the hills was I brought forth;
¢ While as yet he had not made the earth
° nor the fields, nor the higheft part of the
¢ duft of the world. When he prepared
. ¢ the heavens 1 was there; when he fet a
¢ compalfs upon the face of the depth;
¢ when he eftablithed the clouds above;
". and the fountains of the deep; when he

ﬁlave to the {fea his decree that the waters.
¢ {fhould not pafs his commandment; when
¢ he appointed the foundations of the earth:-
¢ Then 1 was by him, as one brought up
¢ with hlm, and T was.daily his delight,
¢ rejoicing always before him; rejoicing in-

¢ the habitable parts of his earth, and my
¢ delights were with the {ons of men.’

I{a. vi. 1, 2, 3. <1 {faw alfo the Lord
¢ fitting upon a throne, high and lifted up,
¢ and, his train filled the temple: Above it.
¢ ftood the - feraphims, each one had fix
¢ wings, with twain he covered his face,
¢ with twain he covered his feet, and with

* twain he did fly. And one cried unto-
| ¢ another
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¢ another and faid, holy, holy, holy is the
¢ Lord.of Hofts, the whole earth is full of
¢ his glory:” appiied unto the Son, John
X1, 41, 42.

Ifa. viii. 13, 14. ¢ Sanctify the Lord of
¢ Hofts himfelf, and let him be your fear,
¢ and let him be your dread. And he
¢ fhall be for a {fanctuary; but for a {ftone
¢ of {tumbling, and for a rock of offence
¢ to both the houfes of lirael; for a gin
¢ and for a fnare to the inhabitants of Jeru-
¢ falem:” applied unto the Son, Luke ii.
34. Rom. ix. 33. 1 Pet. 11. 8.

{fa.1x. 6,7. ¢ ¥or unto us a Child is born,
“ unto us a Son 1s given, and the govern-
¢ ment fhall be upon his thoulders; and his
¢ name f{hall be called Wonderful, Coun-
¢ lelior, the mighty God, the everlafling
¢ Father, the Prince of peace. (Gf the in-
¢ creafe of his' government, and peace, there
% fhzall be no end.”? ° *

jer. xxui. §, 6. < Behold the day is
¢ come, faith the Lord, that I will raife un-
‘ to David a righteous branch. And this
13 his name, whereby he fhall be called,
¢ Jehovah our righteoufnefs.” -

Holf. xii. 3, 4, 5. ¢ He took his brother
¢ by the heel-in the womb, and by bhis
‘ trength he had power with God. "Yea,
fhe had power over the angel and prea
f' " ¢ vailed;
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¢ vailed; he wept and made fupplication @
¢ unto him: he found him in Bethel, and &
“ there he {pake with us. Even the Lord §&
¢ God of Hofts, the Lord is his memorial.” i

Zach. ii. 8, g. For thus faith the Lord §
¢ of Hofls, after the glory hath he fent me
¢ unto the nations which fpoiled you. And @
¢ ye fhall know that the Lord of Holits @

¢ hath fent me.’ P
Mat. xvi. 216, ¢ Thou art Chrift, the [
¢ Son of the living God.’ ‘=':a

Luke i. 35. ¢ The Holy Ghoft fhall §
¢ come upon thee, the power of the moft §
¢ High thall overfhadow thce, therefore alfo
¢ fhall that holy thing, which fhall be born §
‘ of thee be called the Son of God.”

John i. 1, 2, 3. ¢ In the beginning was §
¢ the Word, and the Word was with God, §
¢ and the Word was God. The fame was}
¢ in the beginning with God. All things}
¢ were made by him; and without him
¢ was not any thing made, that was made.}

Verfe 14 ¢ And we beheld his glory,
¢ the glory as of the only begotten of the}
¢ Father.’ | -

John i1i. 3. ¢ And no man hath-afcended
¢up to heaven, but he that came .down
¢ from heaven, even the Saon of man which
¢1s in heaven.” - |

John viil, 57,58, ¢ Th}gn faid the Jews;

| - funto
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aunto him, thou art not fifty years old, and
haft thou feen Abraham? Jelus faith un-"
to them, verily, ] f'Ly unto you, before’
}Abraham was, I am. - |
' John x. 30. ¢1and my IFather are one.”
rJOhIl xvit. 3. < And now, O ¥ather,
i-glorlf thou me with thine own {elf, with
the glory whlch I ‘had with thee before
the world was.’

John xx. 28. ¢ And Thomas anfwered "
and faid urto him; My Lord, and my
-God.”
| A&s xx. 28. ¢ Teed the church of God,
‘which he ‘hath purchaled with hids own
bloed.” -
- Roem. i.' 3, 4. ¢ Cencerning his Son
Jefus our Lord, which was made of the
{eed of David accg'wdlﬁm to the fleth, and’
-declared to be the Sem of God with
power, according to the Spirit of holinefs,
;by the refurre@ion from ¢he-dead.’

- Rom. ix. 5. ¢ Of whom, as corcerning’
the fleth, Chrift came; who is.ever all,
God bleﬁed for ever. Amen.’

" Rom. xiv. 10, 11, 12.° Wethall all ftand
before the judgment feat ef Chrift. For
1t 1s written, as I live, faith the Lord,
every knee fhall bow to me, and every
tongue -fhall confefs to God. So then
every -one of us fhall give an account of

hlmfelf to God.?
| | E x Cor»
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1 Cor. viii, 6. ¢ And one Lord Jefu
¢ Chrift, by whom are all things, and w
¢ by him.’ { ) '

1 Cor. x. 9, ¢ Neither let us alfo tempt
¢ Chrift, as fome of them alfo tempted, and
¢ were deftroyed by ferpents:’ compared
with Numb. xxi. 6.

Phil. ii. g, 6. ¢ Let this mind be in you
¢ which was alfo in Chrift Jefus; who, be.
¢ ing in the form of God, thought it nof
¢ robbery to be equal with God.” ‘

Col.i. 15, 16, 17. ¢ Who is the image,
¢ of the invifible God, the firft-born of
¢ every creature; for by him were all things
< created, that are in heaven, and that are
€in earth, vifible and. invifibl¢; whether
¢ they be thrones, or dominions, or prin.
< cipalities, or powers; all things were crea.
¢ ted by him and for him, and he i1s before
¢ all things, and by him all things confift.’

 Tim, iii. 16. ¢ Without controverfy,
< great is the myltery of.godlinefs: God
¢ was manifeft in the flefh.’ D

Tit. fi. 13. ¢ Looking for that blefled
¢ hope, and the glorious appearance of the
s great God and our Saviour, Jefus Chrift,
¢ whq gave himfelf for us.’

Heb. i. throughout. '

Chap. iii. 4. ¢ For every houfe is builded
¢ by fome man, but he that built all things

¢js God.’ o
X Pﬂtﬁ
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1 Pet. i. 11. Searching what, or what
F manner of time the Spirit of Chrift,
¥ which was in them, did fignify.”

8 Chap. iii. 18, 19. ¢ But Chrift al{o ‘hath
P once fuffered for finners, being put to
¥ death in the fleth, but quickened by the
E Spirit; by which alfo he went and preach-
¢ ed unto the fpirits in prifon, which {fome-
k times were difobedient, when once the
F long {uffering of God waited in the days
¥ of Noah.’

[ 1 Johniii. 16. ¢ Hereby we perceive the
¢ love of God, becaufe he laid down his life
¢ for us.”

I Chap. v. 20. ¢ And we arein him that s
¢ true, even in his Son Jefus Chrift, this is
P the true God, and eternal life.’ |

Rev. 1. 8. <1 am Alpha, and Omega, the
beginning and the ending, faith the Lord,
which 1s, and which was, and which 1s to
come, the Almighty.

Ver. 11. €I am Alpha, and Omega, the
firft and the laft, and what thou feeft write
“ma book. And]I turned to fee the voice
¢ that fpake with me; and being turned, I
‘* faw feven golden candlefticks, and in the
‘ midft of the feven candlefticks one like
¢ unto the Son of man.’ -

- Ver. 17. -* And when I faw him, I fel at
* his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand

' E 2 ¢ upon
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¢ upon me, {aying unto me, fear not, 1 am
¢ the firft and the laft. ~ -
Chap. ii. 23. €1 am he which fearcht --
¢ eth ‘the reins and hearts, and will givj
. ¢ unto every one of you according to youls
¢ works. . i
~ Thefe are fome of the places wherem thig
struth under confideration is revealed anj§
. declared, fome of the divine teftimonidl
~whereby it is confirmed, and eftablifhed@
which I have not at prefent enquired after§
but fuddenly repeated:as they. came 1§
mind, Many more of the 11ke nature r.;
importance may be added unto them, ang
-{hall be {o as occafion doth require. B
Let now any one who owns the {cripturg@
to be the word of God, to contain an in§
fallible revelation of the thmgs propofed g
it to be believed, and who hath any conft§
ence exercifed towards God for the recevy
ing and fubmitting unto what he declarg
.and reveals, take a. wew of thefleteftimonies
-and confider, whether they do not fufhcient
ly propofe this objett of our faith. Shal
a tew poor trifling {fophilms, whoile term
-are fcarcely underilood by the moft. tha
‘among{t us make ufe of them, accordingy
as they have found them framed by others,
-be thaught meet to be fet up in oppofition
‘unto thefe multiplied teftimonies of :the

"Holy Ghoft,and to cafl the truth conﬁrmgd




TRINITY VINDICATED. 53

by them down from its credit and repu-
gation in the confciences”of ment For my
art, I do not {fee in any thing, but that the
keftimonies given to the godhead of Chrift,

he eternal Son of God, are every way as.

flear aind unqueftionable, as thofe are,

hich teftify to the being of God, or.that
ghere is any God at all. Were men ac-
juainted with the {criptures as they ought
to be, and as the moft, confidering the
puecans and advantages they have had, might
thave been; did they ponder and believe on

hat they read, or had any-tendernefs in
thelr coniciences, as to that reverence, obe-
dience, and fubjettion of foul, which God
requires unto his word; it were utterly im-
noilible that their faith in.this matter fhould
ever in the leaft be fhaken, by a few lewd
fophifms, or loud clamours of men deftitute
of the truth, and of the {pirit of it. *

That we may now improve thele tefti-
monies unto the end under defign, as the

nature of this brief difcourfe will bear,1 ﬂ-mjl
firlt remove the general anfwers which the

Socinians give unto them; and then mani-
feft farther, how incontrolable they are, by
giving an inftance in the frivolous excep-
tions of the fame perfons, to two ot them
In particular. And we are ready, God
aflifting, to maintain, that there is not any
ongief-them, which doth not give a fuffici-

" E 3 ‘ -7 ent

iy
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ent ground for faith to reft on, in thif
mhatter concerning the deity of Chrift; andj
that again{t all the Socinians in the warld

‘They fay therefore, commonly, that wf
prove not by thefe teftimonies what is by§
them denied. For they acknowledge Chrifi}
to be God, and that becaufe he 1s exalted}
unto that glory and authority, that all crea.
tures are put into fubjeftion unto him; andj
all both men and angels are commanded tof
worfhip and adore him. So that he is Godj
by office, though he be not.God by nature.
He is God, but he is not the moft high
God. And this laft expreflion they have
almoft continually in their mouths: He ig
not the moft high God. And commonly|
with great contempt and {corn they arg
ready to reproach them, who have {olidly
confirmed the doftrine of the deity of
“Chrift, as ignorant of the ftate of contro.
Verfy, in that they have not proved him te
be the moft hlh God, in fubordination
_:'aeknowledge Chrift to be

unto whom tiy
ABe#™Re ought to be worfhipped
with diﬁl”r{""' religious worfhip.

But tli€re cannot be any thing more
empty and vain than thefe pretences. And
befides, they accumulate in them their for-
mer errors, with the addition of new ones.
- For,
| Fu:/i, the name of the moft high God,
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s firft afcribed unto God in Gen. xlix. 18,
19, 22. denoting his fovereignty and domi-
nion. Now, as other attributes of God, 1t
is not diftin€tive of the fubjeft, but only
defcriptive of it. = So are all other excel-
lencies of the nature of God. It doth not
intimate that there are other gods, only he
is the moft high, or one over them all; but
only that the true God is moit high, that
is, indued with fovereign power, dominion,
and authority over all. To fay then, ‘that
Chrift indeed is God, but not the mofit
high God, is all one as to fay; he is God,
but not the moft holy God, or not the true
God. And fo they have brought their
Chrift into the number of falfe gods, whilft
they deny the true Chrift, who in his divine
nature is ¢ over all God blefled for ever,’
Rom. ix. 5. A phrafe of {fpeech, perteltly

exprefling this attribute of the moft high
God. |

Secondly, “This anfwer is fuited only unto
- thofe teftimonies which exprefs the name
of God, with a correfponding power -and
authority unto that name. For in refe-
. rence unto thefe alone, can it be pleaded
with any pretence of reafon, that he is a
God by office; though that alfo be done
very futiloufly and impertinently. But
moft of the teftimonies produced fpeak di-
reltly unto his divine excellencies, and

‘ properties,.
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properties, which:belong. unto his nature
neceflarily and abfolutely; .that he 1s eter-
nal, omnipotent, immenfe, omnifcient, in-
finitely wife: and that he 1s, and worketh
and produceth effets {fuitable unto all thefe
properties, and {uch as nothing but they
can enable him for, 1s abundantly proved
by the foregoing teftimonies. Now all
thefe concern a divine nature, a natural
eflence, a godhead, and not fuch power or
authority as a man may be exalted unto.
Yea, the afcribing any of them to fuch a
one, implies the highelt contradiftion ex-
preflible.

T hirdly, This God in authority and of-
fice, and not by nature, that thould be the
obje&t of divine worfhip, 1s a new abomi-
nation. For they are divine, eflential ex-
cellencies, that are the formal reafon and
obje&t of worfhip, religious and divine.
And to afcribe it unto any one, that is not
God by nature, is idolatry. By making
therefore their Chrift fuch a God as they
.defcribe, they bring him under the {evere
.commination of the true God Jer. x. 11.
¢ The gods that have not made the heavens
¢ and the earth, even they fhall perith from
¢ the earth, and fromn under, thefe heavens.’
_That Chrift they worthip, they fay is 2 God;
.but they deny that heis that God that made

;the heavens and the earth; ;and . {o leave
e him
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him expofed to the threatning of him, who
will accomplifh it'to the uttermoft. - .~ .
~ Some other general exceptions fornetimes
they make ufe of,. which the reader may
free himfelf from the entanglement of, if

he do but heed thefe enfuing rules. -
- Fir/2, Diftinétion of perfons (of which
afterwards) it being in an infinite {fubftance,
doth no way prove a’ difference of eflence
between the Father and .the Son. Where
therefore Chrift as the Son, is faid to be
another. from-the Father, or God, {poken
perfonally of. the Father, it argues not in
the leaft that he is not partaker of the {fame
nature -with him. That i1n one eflence
there can-be but one perfon, may be true
where the fubftance .is finite and limited,
but hath no place in,that which is infinite.
:. Secondly, Diftinction -and inequality -in
refpe& of office in Chrift, doth not'an the
leaft' take away his equality and famenefs
with the Father, :in refpe of nature and
eflence, Phil. ii. 7, 8. A fon of the fame
nature with his Father, and therein equal
to him, may in office be his inferior, -his
fubjeét.- S o S
Thirdly, The advancement and exalta.
tion of Chrift, as Mediator, to any dignjty
whatever, upon, or in reference to the
work of our redemption, and falvation; is
not at all inconfiftent with the eflential
honour,
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honour, dignity, and worth which ‘he hath
in himfelf, as God blefled for ever. Though
he humbled himfelf and was ‘exalted in
office, yet in nature he was one and the
fame, he changed not. - |
, Fourthly, The {criptures afferting the
humanity of Chrift with the concernments
thereof, as his birth, life, and death, do no
more thereby deny his deity, than by af-
ferting his deity with the eflential proper-
ties thereof, they deny his humanity.
Fifthly, God working in and by Chrift,
as he was Mediator, denotes the Father’s
fovereign appointment of the things men-
tioned to be done, not his immediate effici-
ency in the doing of the things themfelves.
Thefe rules are propofed a little dbefore
their due place in the method which we
purfue. But I thought meet to interpofe
them here, as containing a fufficient ground
for the refolution and anfwering of all the
fophifmsand obje&tions which the adverfaries
ufe in this caufe. A
From the cloud of witneffes before pro-
duced, every one whereof is fingly fuffici-
ent to evert the Socinian infidelity, I {hall
in one of them give an inftance both of the
clearnefs of the evidence, and the weaknefs
of the exceptions, which are wont to be
put in againft them, as was promifed. And
this 1s, John i. 1, 2, 3« ¢ In the begining
¢ was
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¢« was the Word, and the Word was with
¢ God, and the Word was God. The fame
¢ was in the beginning with God. All
¢ things were made by him, and without
¢ him was not any thing made that was
¢ made.’

By the Word here, on what account fo-
ever he be fo called, either as being the
eternal Word and wildom of the Father, or
as the great revealer of the will of God.
unto us Jefus Chrift the Son of God 1s in-
tended. This is on all hands acknowledged,
and the context will admit of no hefitation.
about it. For of this word it is faid, that
he came into the world, verfe 10. ¢ was
‘ rejeéted by his own, verfe 11. ¢ was made
¢ flelh and dwelt amonglt us, whofe glory
¢ was the glory of the only begotten Son
* of the Father,” verfe 14. called exprefly
Jefus Chrift, verfe 17. € the only begotten:
¢ Son of the Father,” verfe 18. The fub..
je&t then treated of is here agreed upon,
and it 1s no lefs evident that itis the defign
of the apoftle to declare both who, and.
what he was, of whom he treateth. Here.
then, if any where, we may learn what we
are to believe concerning the perfon of-
Chrift; which alfo we may certainly do,
if our minds are not perverted through
prejudice, ¢ whereby the God of this world
* doth blind the minds of t,hem‘whicl}be-

1CVE
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¢ lieve not, left’ the light of the glorious
¢ gofpel of Chrlﬂt who is the image of God,

¢ {hould fhine unto them,” 2z Cor. 1v. 4. Of
this Word then, this Son of God, it is af.
firmied, ¢ that he was in thé beginning.”
And thlS Word, if 1t doth not abfolutely
and formally exprefs eternity, yet it doth
a pre-exiltence unto the whole creation,
which amounts‘to ‘the fame. ‘For nothmg
can pre-emﬂ: unto all creatures, but in the
nature' of God which is eternal; unlefs we
fhall fuppofe a creature before the creation
of any.. But what is meant by this expref-
fion, the {cripture doth elfewhere declare.
Prov. viii: 23. ¢ I was fet up from everlaft.
¢ ing" before: the beginning, or ever the
¢ earth was,” John xvii. 5. ¢ Glority thou
¢ me with thine-own felf, with the glory
¢ which I had with thee before the world
¢ was.” Both which places as they explain
this phrafe, {fo alfo do they undeniably tef-
tity-unto the eternal pre-exiltence of Chrift.
the Son of God. * And in this cafe we pre.
vail-againft our adverfaries, if we prove any
pre-exiften’ce of Chrift unto his. incarnation,
which as they abfolutely-deny, fo to grant
it would overthrow their whole herefy in-
this matter. And therefore they know that
the teftimony of our Saviour’ concerning
himfelf, if underftood in a‘“proper intelli-

gible feﬂfe, is perfectly deftructive of their
pretenfions,
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Bretenfions, John vii. §8. ¢ Before Abraham
® was, [ am.” For although there be no pro-
Ber {enfe in the words, but a grofs equiyok.
B-ation, if the exiftence of Chrift before A-
$raham was born be not aflerted in them;
Bceing he {pake In anfwer to that objettion
Bof the Jews, that he was € not yet fifty years
§f old, and fo could not have feen Abraham,’
®nor Abraham him; and the Jews that were
fbrefent underftood well enough that he al-
Bcrted a divine pre-exiftence unto his bein s
born fo long ago, as that hereon after their
Enanner, ¢ they took up ftones to {ftone¢ him,’
gs {uppofing him to %ave- blafphemed, 1n
Efferting his Deity, as others now do in the
&lenying of it: yet they feeing how fatal this
pre-exiftence, though not here abfolutely
kilcrted to be eternal, would be to their caufe;
Fthey contend, that the meaning of the words
bs, that ¢ Chriflt was to be the light of the
¢ world, before Abraham was made the ta-
ther of many nations.” An interpretation
jlo ablurd and fotifh, as never any man, not
infatuated by the god of this world, could
once admit and give countenance unta.

~ But in the beginning, as abfolutely ufed,
1s the -fame with from everlafting, as it is
lexpounded, Prov, viii. 23. and denoteth an
eternal exiftence, which is here affirmed of
the. Word, the Son of God. But let the word
beginning be reftrained unto the  fubjed
. . 13 matter
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matter treated of. which is the creation of a
things, and the pre-exiftence of Chriit, in hi
divine nature unto the creation of all thing;
1s* plainly revealed and inevitably afferted
And indeed, not only theword, but the dif
courfe of thele verfes, doth plainly relate un
to, and 1s expofitory of the firft verfe in the
Bible, Gen. i. 1. ¢ In the beginning, God cre.
¢ ated the heaven and the earth.” "Therei
is aflerted, that in the beginning God created
all things; here, that the Word was in the
beginning and made all things. This then is
the leafl that we have obtained from this firft
word of our teftimony; namely, that the
Word, or Son of God, had a perfonal pre.
exiftence unto the whole creation. In what
nature this muft be, let thefe men of reafon
latisty themfelves, who know that Creator
and creatures take up the whole nature of
beings; one of them he muft be, and it may
be well fuppofed that he was not a creature
before the creation of any.

Again, where, or with whom, was this
Word in the beginning? It was, faith the
Holy Ghoft, with God. There beingno crea-
ture then exifting, he could be no where but
with God, that is, the Father, as it is exprel-
fed in one of the teftimonies beforegoing,
Prov.viii. 22. ¢ The Lord pofleft me in the be-
< ginning of his ways, before his works of
¢ old.” Verfe 30. ¢ Then was I by him as one

¢ bronght
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& brought up with him, and I was daily his
k delight, rejoicing always before him ¢ that
Es. in the beginning this Word, or wifdom
bof God, was with God. -
8 And this is the fame which our Lord Jelus
& flerts concerning himfelf, John i1 13. € And
k& no man, faith he, hath afcended up to hea-
¥ ven, but he that came down from beaven,
&k even the Son of man which is in heaven.’
IAnd fo in other places, he atirms his being
gn heaven, that i1s, with God, at the {fame
gtine when he was on the earth; whereby he
beclares the immentfity of his nature, and the
Mitin€tion of his perfon; and his coming
Hown from heaven before he was incarnate
on the earth, declaring his pre-exiftence; by
both manifefting the meaning of this exprel-
1on, that in the beginning he was with God.
ut hereunto they have invented a notable
pvafion: For although they know not well
what to make of the laft claufe of the words,
that fay, then he was in heaven when he fpake
bn earth; ¢ the Son of man which is in hea-
¥ vert;’ anfwerable to the defcription of God’s
mmenfity: ¢ Do not I fill heaven and earth,
F (aith the Lord ?’ Jer. xxiii. 24. But {ay,
hat he was there by heavenly meditation, as
nother man may be; yet they give a very
tlear anfwer to what muit of neceflity be in-
luded in his defcending from heaven, name-
¥, his pre-exiftence to his incarnation. For
I' 2 they
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they tell us, that before his public nunlﬁrj,,
he was 1in his human nature, (Wthh 1s al
they allow unto him) taken up into heaven
and there taught the gofpel; as the great imj
poftor Mahomet pretended he was tought hif
Alcoran. TIf you afk them, who told then}
{o, they cannot tell ; but they can tell whey
it was, namely, when he was led by the {piri|
into the wildernefs for forty days after hil
baptifm. But yet this inftance is fubjett t§
another mifadventure; in that one of thyj
cvangelifts plainly affirms, that he was ¢ thofg
¢ forty days in the wildernefs with the wild
¢ bealts,’ I Vlark xvil. 13. And fo {urely no]
in heaven, in the fame nature, by his bodil
prefence with God and his holy angels.
And let me add this by the way, that th
interpretation of this place, John 1. 1. to be
mentioned afterwards; and thofe of the twe
places before mentioned, John viii. §8. chap
i, 31. Fauftus Socinus learned out of hi
uncle Lealius’ papers, as he confeflfeth; an
doth more than intimate, that he behieved he
had them, as it were, by revelation; andt
may be fo; they are indeed fo forced, abfurd
and irrational, that no man could ever fi
upon them by any reafonable inveftigation.
But thé author of this revelation, if we may
judge of the parent by the child, could be n
other but the {pirit of error and darknefs. |

fuppofe therefore, that notwithftanding thel
exceptions

it
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| exceptions, Chriftians will believe, ¢ that in
¢ the beginning the Word was with God:’
E that is, that the Son was with the Father, as
kis frequently elfewhere declared.

[ But who was this Word? faith the apottle,
§He was God. He was {fo with God, that
is, the Father, as that he himfelf was God
j allo. God, in that notion of God, which both
i nature and the {cripture doth reprefent. Not
#a God by office, one exalted to that dignity
§ (which cannot well be pretended before the
f creation of the world) but as Thomas confefl-
ed him, ¢ our Lord and our God,” John x:.
823. or as PPaul exprefles it, ¢ over all, God
¢ blefled for ever,’” or the ¢ moit high God;’
fwhich thefe men love to deny. Let not the
finfidelity of men, excited by the craft and ma-
[liceof Satan, feek for blind occafions, and this
matter 1s determined; 1if the word and tefti-
mony of God be able to umpire a difference
tamongf{t the children of men. Here is the
fum of our Creed in this matter: € In the be-
¢ ginning the Word was God,” and {o con-
tinues unto eternity; being Alpha and Ome-
ga, the Firft and the Laft, the Lord God
Almighty.

And to fhew that he was {o God in the
beginning, as that he was one diftin& in
Homething from God the Father, by whom
afterwards he was fent into the world, he
jadds, ver. 2. ¢ The fame was in the begin-

F 3 ‘ ning
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¢ ning with God.” Farther alfo, to evince @
what he hath aflerted, and revealed for us tj &
believe, the Holy Ghoft adds, both as. a firm [
declaration of his eternal Deity, and alfo his §
immediate care of the world (whi®h how he
varioufly exercifed both in a way of provi.j#
dence, and grace, he afterwards declares)g@
verie 3, ¢ all things were made by him.” Helg
was fo in the beginning, before all things, asf§
that he made them all.  And that it may notf@
be {fuppofed, that the all that he is f{aid tof
make or create, was to be limited unto anyf
certain fort of things, he adds, ¢ that with-|§
¢ out him nothing was made, that was made;'}§
which gives the firft affertion an abfolutcf
univerfality, as to its {fubject.
" And this he farther defcribes, ver. 10, ¢ Hef§
€ was in the world, and the weorld was madef§
¢ by him.> 'The world that was made hathjg
an ufual diftribution in .the {cripture, into}
the ¢ heavens and the earth, and all thing
¢ contained in them;’ as Aftsiv. 24. ¢ Lo
¢ thou art God which haft made heaven, and
¢ earth, and the {ea, and all that in them 15!}
that is, the world, the making whereof 1|
exprefsly afligned unto the Son, Heb. 1. 10|
¢ Thou Lord in the beginning haft laid the
¢ foundation of the earth, and the heavens
¢ are the works of thine hands.” .And the
apoftle Paul to fecure our underftandings in
this matter, inftanceth in the-moft noble parts
= off
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of the creation, and which, if any, might
feem to be excepted from being made by
him, Col.i. 16. ¢ For by bim'were all things
¢ created that are in heaven, and that are it
¢ eartht, vifible arid invifible, whether they be
¢ thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or
¢ powers, all things were created by him and
¢ for him.> The Socinians {ay, indeed, that
he made angels to be thrones and principali-
ties; that is,. he gave them their order, but
not their being; which is exprefsly contrary
to the words of the text: {o that a man knows
not well what to {ay to thefe perfons, who at
their pleafure caft off the authority of God
-in his word: ¢ By him were all things creat-
‘ed, that are in heaven,and that are in earth.?
What now can be required to fecure our
faith in this matter ? In what words poffible
could a divine revelation of the eternal power
and Godhead of the Son of God be made
more plain, and clear unto the {ons of men ?
Or how could the truth of any thing miore
evidently be reprefented unto their minds.?
If we underftand not the mind of God, and
intention of - the Holy Ghott in this matter;
we may utterly delpair ever to come to an
acquaintance with any thing that God reveals
unto us; or indeed with any thing elfe that
is exprefled, or is to be exprefled, by words.
It is direétly faid, that the Word, thit .is
Chrift, as is acknowledged by ally “was én:i
S | od;
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God; - diftin& from him, and was God
one with him; that he was fo in the begin-
ning, before the creation; -that he ¢ made
¢ all things, the world, all things in heaven
¢ and in earth.” And if he be not God, who
is? The fumis: All the ways whereby we
may know God, are his name, his properties,
and his works : but they are all here afcrib-
ed, by the Holy Gholt, to the Son, to the
Word: and he therefore 1s God, or we know
neither who, nor what God is.

But fay the Socinians, thele things are
quite otherwile, and the words have another
fenfe in them than you imagine.

Whatisit, I pray? We bring none to them,
we impofe no fenfe upon them; we {train not
any word in them, from, befides, or beyond
its native, genuine fignification, its conftant
application in the {cripture, and common ufe
among men. What then 1s this latent fenfe
that is intended, and 1s difcoverable only by
themfelves ? Let us hear them coining and
{tamping this fenfe of theirs.

They fay then, that by, 1n the beginning,
is not meant of the beginning of all things,
or the creation of themj; but the beginning
of the preaching of the gofpel.

-~ But'why.{o, I pray? Wherever thefe words
are elfe ufed in the {cripture, they denote
the beginning of all things, or eternity abfo-
Intely, .or an exiftence preceding their crea-

| tion,



TRINITY VINDICATED. 69

tion. ¢ In the beginning, God created heaven

¢ and earth,” Gen. 1. 1. ¢I was fet up from-

¢ everlafting, from the beglnnmg, ere ever:
¢ the earth was,’ Prov. viii. 23. “'T’hou Lord,:

¢ in the beglnmno- haft laid the foundatlonsr

¢ of the earth,’” Heb. 1. 10. And befides, thefe
words are never ufed abfolutely any where
for the beginning of the gofp{ There is.
mention made, indeed, of the ¢ beginning of:
¢ the gofpel of Jefus Chrlft Mark 1. 1. which
is referred to the preachlng of John Baptift.

But ¢ in the beginning abfolutely,” is never-
fo ufed or applied. And they muft meet with-

men of no fmall inclination unto them, who
will, upon their defire, in a matter of fo great
importance, forego the fenfe of words, which

is natural and proper, fixed by its conftant;
ufe in the fcripture, when applied in the fame:

kind; for that which i1s forced, and ﬁramed

and not once exemplified in the whole book

of God.

But the words, they fay, are to be reftrain..
ed to the fubje&t matter treated of. Well,.
what is that fubjeét matter? The new crea-

tion by the preaching of the goipel.

But this is plainly falfe, nor will the words.
allow any fuch fenfe, nor the context; nor;
1s any thing offered to give evidence unto this
corrupt perverting of the words, unlefs it.bse-
a farther perverting of other teftimonies, no-
lefs clear than this. For what is, accordmg;

to
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to this interpretation, the meaning of thofe
words, ¢ In the béginning was the Word ?* |
that is, when John Baptift preached, and faid,":
¢-this 1s the Lamb of God,” which was fig-
rially the beginningof the gofpel, then he was.
'1'hat 1s, he was when he was, no doubt of it.
And 1s not this a notable way of interpreting
of {eripture,- which thefe great pretendeérs to
a ditatorfhip in reafon, indeed huckfters in
fophiftry, do make ufé of? =~ - -+

- But to go on with them in this {uppofition:
how ‘was he then with God? ¢ The Word
¢ was with God.” Thatis, fay they, he was
then known only to God, before John Bap-
tit preached him in the beginning. *

- But what fhall compel us to admit of this’
unecouth fenfe and expofition ¢ He wds with
God, that is, he was known to God alone.
What - 1s i{there_ﬁz:‘ng‘t:lla'r_ herein, concerning
how many things may the fame be afirmed ?
Befides, it 1s abfolutely falfe. He was known
té the angel Gabriel, who came to his mother
with'the meflage of his incarnation, Lukeé 1.
35 ‘He was known to thie two angels which
appeared ‘to the fhepherds wupon his birth,
Eukeii. To all the heavenly hoft aflembled
to'give praife and glory to God on the ac-
count of his nativity, as thofe who canie to
worthip him, and to pay him the homage due
unito- him, Luke 1n. 1o, 13, 14. He was
known to is mother, the blefled Virgin; 'and
| to
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to Jofeph and Zachariah; and to Elizabeth,
to Simeon and Anna; to John Baptift; and
probably to many more, to whom Simeon
and Anna {pake of him, Luke ii. 38. So that
the fenfe pretended to be wrung out and ex-
torted from thefe words, again{t their proper
meaning and intendment, is indeed falfe and
frivolous, and belongs not at all unto them.
But let this pafs. What fhall we fay to
the next words ¢ ¢ And the Word was God.’
Give us leave, without difturbance from you,
but to believe this expreflion, which com-
prileth a revelation of God, propoled to us
on purpofe that we fhould believe it, and
there will be, as was faid, an end of this dif-
ference and debate. Yea, but {ay they, thefe
words have -apother fenfe alfo. Strange!
they {feem to be {o plain-and pofitive, that it
1s impoffible any other fenfe thould be fixed
on them, but only this, That the Word was
in the beginning, and was God, and ther -
fore is fo {till, unlefs he who is once God can
ceale fo to be.  But the meaning is; thac at-
terwards, God exalted him, and made him
God, as to rule, authority, and power.
‘This making of him God, is an expreflion
very offenfive to the ears of all fober Chrifti-
ans, and was, therefore before exploded. And
thefe things here, as all other figments, harg
together like a rope of {ands. In the begin-
ning of the gofpel he was God, before any
- | knew
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knew him but only God. That is, after he B
had preached the gofpel, and died, and rofe #
again, and was exalted at the rlght hand of @
‘God, he was made God; and that not pro- §
perly, which is ablolutely impoffible, but in .l‘?'-':‘
an improper {enfe. How prove they then B
this perverfe nonfenfe to be the fenfe of thele §
plain words. They fay, it muft need be fo. §
Let them believe them, who are willing to §
perith with them.

‘Thus far then we have their fenfe: In the§
'begmmng, that 1s, about fixteen, or feven-§
teen hundred years ago, the Word, that is, §
the human nature of Chrift, before it was
made flefh, which it was in its beginning, |
was with Godj; that is, known to God|
alone; and in the beginning, that is, after.
wards, not in the beginning, was made God,;
which 1s the fum of their expofition of thlE
place.

But what fhall we fay to what is affirmed
concerning his making of all things, fo w
that without him, that is, without his mak
ing of it, nothing was made that was made!
efpecmlly feeing that thefe all things are ex-
preflly faid to be the world, verfe. 10. and
all things therein contamed even in heaven
and and earth, Col. i. 16. An ordinary
man would thmk that they fhould now be
taken hold of, and that there i3 no way of

elcape left unto them. But they have it n
- 2



TRINITY VINDICATED. 7 3

readinefs. By the all things here, are in-
ended all things of the gofpel, the preach-
1g of it, the fending of the apoftles to preach
,and to declare the will of God; and by
he world, 1s intended the world to come, or
he new f{tate of things under the goipel.
[his is the fubftance of whatis pleaded by the
reateft mafters amongft them in this matter,
ind they are not afhamed thus to plead.
And the reader, in thisinftance, may eafily
lifcern what a defperate caufe they are en-
baged in, and how bold and delperate they
ire in the management of it.  Ior,
} Iir/?, The words are a plain illuftration of
he divine nature of the Word, by his divine
ower and works, as the very {eries of them
Meclares. He was God, and he made all
things; ¢ for he that made all things is God,’
leb. ui. 4. |
} Secondly, There 1s no one word fpoken
goncerning the gofpel, nor the preaching of
§t, nor any effets of that preaching, which
he apofile exprefcly infifts upon and declares
pfterwards, ver. 14. and fo onwards. '
T hirdly, 'The making of all things, here
kicribed unto the Word, was done in the be-
inning. But that making of all things which
ghey intend, in erefting the church by the
reaching of the word, was not done in the
eginning, -but afterwards;  moft of it, as
fhemfelves confefs, after the afcenfion of

hrift into heaven. E
G Faddrthl ¥ 5



-
o

7.4 THE DOCTRINE OF THE

I'ourthly, In this glofs, what is the mea. @
ing of all things? only fome things, {ay ti[E
Socinians. What is the meaning of wer[§
made? 'That is, were mended. By him ¢ tha|@
is, the apoftles principally preaching the gd. g
pel.  And this in the beginning, atter it wa g
paft: for fo they fay exprefsly, that the prinjg
pal things here intended, were effected bif
the apoltles afterwards.

I think fince the beginning, place it when§
you will, the beginning of the world, or the
beginning of the golpel, there was never fucif
an expofition of the words of God, or manj
contended for, -

Iifibly, Tt 1s faid, he made the world, andj
he came into it, namely, the world which he}
made; and the world, or the inhabitants o
it, knew him not. But the world they in.
tend did know him; or the church knew him,
and acknowledged him to be the Son of God
For that was the foundation that it was built
ppon. -
I have Inftanced direftly in this only tell.
mony, to give the reader a pledge of the full
confirmation which may be given unto thi
great fundamental truth, by a due improve:
ment of thofe other teflimonies, or diftind
revelations, which fpeak no lefs exprefsly to
the fame purpofe. . And of them, there i
not any cne but we are ready to vindicate 1t;
if called thereunto, from the exceptions of
thele men; which how bold and fophiﬁ}ilcal

- they
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they are, we may, in thefe now confideredy
alfo learn and know. |
It appeareth then, that there 1s a full fuf:
cient revelation made in the {cripture of the
ternal Deity of the Son of God; and that he
s {0, as 1s the Father alfo.. More particular
etimonies I fhall not at prefent infift upon,
yeferring the full difcuflion and vindication
bf thefe truths to another feafon.
4. We are thercfore in the next place to
anifeft, that the fame, or the like teftimony,
s given unto the Deity of the Holy Spirit;
that 1s, that he i1s revealed and declared in
the {cripture, as the obje&t of our faith, wor-
hip, and obedience on the account, and for
the reafon of thofe divine excellencies, which
ire the fole reafon of our yielding religious
yorfhip unto any, or expecting from any the
eward that 1s promiled unts us, or to be
brought by them to the end for which we
bre.  And herein lies, as was thewed the
roncernment of faith. When that knows
vhat it 1s to believe, as on divine revelation,
nd 1s enabled thereby to regulate the {foul
In its prefent obedience and future expecta-
lon, {eeing it is its nature to work by love
ind hope, there it refts. Now this is done
jo the utmoft fatisfation, in the revelation
that is made of the divine exiftence, divine
excellencies, and divine operations of the
ppirit, as fhall be briefly manifefted.
G2 Bnus. .
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But before we proceed, we may;.in onf§
way, obfervera ‘great congruency of {fuccdj
in thofe who havedenied the Deity of the So, |8
and thofe who have denied that of the Hdjg
Spirit.  For as to the Son, after fome mal8
began once to difbelieve the revelation covj@
cerning him, and would not acknowledg§
him to be God and man in one perfon, thej
could never fettle nor agree, either what, cff
who he was, or who was his Father, or whig
fie was the Son. Some {aid he was a phanfg
talm, or appearance, and that he had no reif
{ubfiftence’in this world; and that all" thi
was dong¢ by him was an appearance, he himf§
felf being they know not what ellewhereg
'Fhat proud beatt Paulus Samofarenus, whok
flagitious life contended for a pre-eminencg
in wickednefs with his prodigious herefiesg
was one «of the Grft, after the Jews; that po§
fitively contended for his beingy a man, anlf
no more, who was followcd by Photinus, ani§
fome others. The Arians perceiving th
folly of this opinion, with the odium of ita
mong all that bare the name of Chriftian,
and that they had as good deny the whok
fcripture as not grant unto him a pre-exift
cnice, in a divine nature, antecedent to his
incarnation; they framed a new Deity, whichj

5od fhould make before the world, in all
things like to himfelf, but not the fame with
him in eflence and fubftance; but to be fq
iixe him, that by the writings of fome o

them,
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them, ye-can fcarce know. one from the other;
and that this was the Son of God aliv, who
was afterwards mcarnate. Others in the
mean time had more monfitrous inaginations;
Honie that he was an Angel, {ome that he was
[the Sun, fome that he was the Soul of the
world, fome the light within men. Ijepart-
ling from their proper rcit, fo have they ho-
'vered about, and {o they have continued to
| do until this day.
In the fame manner it 1s come to pafs with
i them who have denied the Deity of the Holy
Ghoft. They could never find where to
ftand or abide; but one hath cried up one
i thing, another another. At firlt they obferv.
fed, that fuch things were every where afcrib-
fed unto him 1n the feripture, as uncontroul-
ably evidenced him to be an intelligent, vo-
Juntary agent. This they found fo plain and
fevident, that they could not deny, but that
fhe was a perfon, or an intelligent fubfiftence.
Wherefore, feeing they were refolved not to
aflent unto the revelation of his being God,
jthey made him a created Spirit, chief, and
above all others. But {till whatever elfe he
was, he was only a creature. And- this couife
fome of late alfo have {teered.
1he Socinians, on the other hand, obferv-
mg ihat fuch things are afligned and afcribed
unto him, as that if they acknowledged him
to be a perfon, or a fubftance, they muft up-
G 3 on
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on neceflity admit him to. be Ged; thougt |
they feemed not at firlt at all agreed what t |}
think, or fay concerning him pofitively, yu |i§
they all concurred peremptorily in denvin i
his perionality. Hereon, {fome of then fai{ 8
tie was the Golpel, which ethers of then]
have contfuted; ifome that he was Chrift 8
Neither could they agree, whether there wa
one Holy Ghoit, or more; whether the Spij
rit of God, and the good Spirit of God, aniji§
the Holy Spirit, bethe fame or not. In gejR
neral now they conclude, that he s wis Do
or wirtus Dei, or ¢fficacia Dei ; no. {fubltancel
but a quality that may be confidered eithe§
as being in God, and then they fay it is thig
Spirit of God ; or as fanétifying, and confg
forming men unto God, and then they {28
it 1s-the Holy Ghoft. Whether thefe thingg
-do anfwer the revelation made in the {cripg
ture concerning the eternal Spirit of God}
- will beimmediately manife(ted. Our Quakers}
who'have for a long feafon hovered up and
down, like a fwarm of flies, with a confufe
-noife and humming, begin now to fettlen
the opinions lately by them declared for. But
what their thoughts will fall into concerning
- the Holy Ghoft, when they fhall be content

- ed. £ {peak intelligibly, and according to the

ufagerof other men, or the pattern of fcryp:
~ pure; ‘the -great rule of fpeaking or treating
“~about [piritual things, I know not; and an
uncertail
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ancertain whether they do fo themfelves, or - _

not. Whether he may be the hight within
them, or an mfalthble aflarus, 1s uncertain.
In the mean time, what is revealed unte us in
the fcripture to be believed concerning the
Holy Ghoft, his Deity and Perfonality, 'may
be feen 1n the enfuing teltimonies. The fum
of this révelation is, " that the Holy Spirit 1s
an cternally divine exifting fubftance, the
author of divine operations, and the object
of divine and religious worihip; that 1s over
all God blefled for ever; as the enfuing teI‘-
timonies €vince.

Gen.:. 2. ¢ The Splzrrt of God moved upon
¢ the face of the waters.’

Pfalm xxxin. 6. © By the word of the Lord
¢ were the heavens made, and all the hoft of
¢ them by the Spirit of his mouth.”

Job xxvi. 13. ¢ By his Spirit he hath gar-
¢ nifhed the heavens.’

Job xxmu. ¢ The Spirit of God hath
¢ made me.”

Plalm civ. 30. ¢ Thou fendeft’ fosth thy
¢ Spirit; they are created.’

Mat. xxvili. 19. ¢ Bapttzing them in the
¢ name .of the Father, and of the Son, and of
‘ the Holy Ghoft.’

: A&si.16. ¢ That {cripture muft needs have |

¢ been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghoﬂ'. by th"

<« mouth of David fpake.” .

Adts v. 3. ¢ Peter fa;d to Anamas, ;ﬂig
at
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‘¢hath Satan’ filled thy heart to lie to the
¢ Holy Ghoft ¢

Ver. 4. ¢ Thou haft not lied unto men,
¢ but unto God.”

Alts xxviil. 25, 26. ¢ Well fpake the Holy
¢ Ghoft by Efaias the prophet unto our Fa-
¢ thers, faying, go unto this people and fay—
-1 Cor. 1. 16. ¢ Know ye not that ye are
¢ the temple of God, and that the Spirit of
¢ God dwelleth in you.’

-~ 1 Cor. xii. 11. ¢ All thefe worketh that
*“ one and fel-fame {pirit, dividing to every
¢ man as he will.’

. Ver. 6. ¢*And there are diverfities of ope-
¢ rations, but it is the fame God which work-
¢ eth all in all.’

- .2 Cor. xiil. 14. ¢ The grace of the Lord
¢ Jefus Chrift, and the love of God, and the
¢ communion of the Holy Gholit be 'with

*“you all)’

" A&s xx. 28. ¢ Take heed to the flock over
¢ which the Holy Ghoft hath ma.ie you Over-
¢ feers.”

- Matth. xii. 31. ¢ Al manner of fin and
¢ blafphemy fhall be torgiven unto men, but
"¢ the blafphemy againit the Holy Gholt {hatl
¢ not be forgiven unto men.’

- Pfal. exxxix. 7. ¢ Whither fhall Ige from
<:ithy Spirit 2>

John xiv. 7. ¢ But the Comforter, which
¢ 1s the Holy Gholt, whom the Father j'}vﬂ‘:ll
Foo ¢1ien
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¢ fend In my name, he {hall teach you ‘ail
¢ things.’

Luke xi1. 12, -¢ lhe Holy Ghof’c {hall
¢ teach you in the fame hour what you ought
¢ to fay.”

- CAés xin. 3. ¢ And as they miniftred to
¢ the Lord and fafted, The Holy Ghoft faid,
¢ feparate me Barnabas and Saul for the work
¢ whereunto I have called them.’

Verle 4. ¢ So they being fent forth by
¢ the Holy Gholt, departed into,” &c.

2 Pet. i. 21. * For the prophefy came not

‘i old time by the will of men, but holy
 men of God 1p: 1ke as they were moved by
‘ the Holy Ghott.”.

It is evident, upon the firlt confideration]
that there is not any thing which we bélieve
concerning the Holy Ghoft; - but 'that it
13 p}amly revealed and declared in thefe t@Ry -
umomes He 1s directly aflirmead to be, and
15 called God, A&s v. 3, 4. Which the
Jocinians ‘will not fay 1s by virtue. of an ex-
altation unto an ofhice or authorlt}, as they
fay of the Son. "That he is:an intelligent,
voluntary, divine agent:  he “knoweth; he
worketh as. he will..  Which things 1f in
their frequent repetition, they are net fuf-
ficient. to evince an intelligent agent, a perx
fonal fubfiftence, that hath being, life and
will; we muft confefs, that the feripture "Wag
written on purpofe to lead us into. mlﬁakecfis

all
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and mifapprehenfions, of what we are under
penalty of eternal ruin rightly to apprehend
and believe. It'declareth alfo, that he 1s the
author and worker of all forts of divine
operations, requiring immenilty, ommpo-
tency, omniiciency, and all other divine ex-
cellencies unto their working and eftecting.
Moreover it is revealed, that he is peculiarly
to be believed in, and may peculiarly be fin-
ned againft: the great author of all grace 1n
believers, and order 1n the church. This 1s
the fum of what we believe, of what 1s re-
vealed in the fcnptu're concerning the Holy
“Ghott.

As in the confideration of the preceding
head, we vindicated one teftimony in parti.
cula:r from the exceptions of the adverfaries
of the truth; fo on this we may briefly fum
Jp the ev1dence that is given us in the tefti-
monies before produced; that the reader

nay the more eafily underftand their intend-

ment, and what in particular they bear wit-
nefs unto.

The {fum is: That the Holy Ghoﬂ‘. is a
divine diftin& perfon, and neither meerly the
power or virtue of God, nor any created
{pirit whatever. 'This plainly appears from
what is revealed concerning him. For he
who is placed in the fame {eries, or order
with other divine perfons, without the leait
note of difference or diftin&tion from them,

- as
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as to an intereft in perfonality; who hath
the names proper to a divine perfon only,
and is frequently and directly called by:themj;
who alfo hath perfonal properties, and.is the
voluntary author of perfonal divine opera-
tions, and the proper object of divine wortfhip,
he is a diftin&, divine perfon. And if thele
things be not futhcient evidence and demon-
{tration of a divine, intellizent {fubftance, I
fhall, as was faid before, delpair to under-
ftand any thing that is exprefled and declar-
ed by words. But now, thus.it is with the
Holy Ghotft, according to the revelation
made concerning him in the fcripture. For,
Iir/2, He is placed in the fame rank and
order, without any note of difterence or di-
ftintion, as to a diftin& intereft in the di-
vine nature, that i1s, as we fhall {ee, perfo-
nality, with other divine perfons. Matth.
xxvill. 19. ¢ Baptizing them in the name
“of the Father, and the Son, and of the
¢ Holy Ghott,” 1 John v. 7. ¢ There be three
¢ that bear witnefs in Heaven, the Father,
¢ the Son, and the Spirit, and thefe three are
¢ one,” 1 Cor. xii: 3, 4, 5, 6. “ Noman can
¢ fay the Lord Jefus Chrift is the Lord, but
¢ by the Holy Gholt; now there are dwerﬁ-
“ ties of gifts, but the fame Spirit; and. therée
¢ are difterences of admmlﬂ:rations, but the
‘ fame Lord; and there are diverfities of
¢ operatwns, "but it is the fame God ‘which

, ¢ worketh
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¢ worketh all in all.” Neither doth a denial
of his divine being, and diltin& exiftence,
leave any tolerable {fenfe unto thefe expref- |
fions. Yor read the words of the fir{t place
from the mind of the Socinians, and fee
what is it can be gathered from them: Bap.
tizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son; and of the virtue or eflicacy of
the Father. Can any thing be more abfo.
nant from faith and reafon, than this abfurd
expreflion? And vyet it 1s the dire& fenfe, if
1t be any, that thefe men put upon the words.
fo oin a quality with aeknowledged Berions
'~ at in luch thingsand cales, as wlttrein
| rﬁ'éjf’"iﬁ g propoled indeés- a-perfonal”’ confider.
i 1spil T}%ran e kind” ofi‘fi'“"ﬁ“’éry ~Alid
theTike may be manlfeﬁed concermng the
other places. -

Secondly, He allo hath the names propet
to a divine perfon only. For he is exprefsly
called God, A&s. v He who 1s termed the
Holy Ghoit ver. 3. and the Spirit of the
I.ord, ‘ver. 9. is called alfo God, ver. 4
Now this is the name of a divine perfon on
one account or other. The Socinians would
not allow Chrift to be.called God, -were he
not a. divine perfon, though not. by nature,
yet by office and authority. And T {uppole,
they will not find out an office for. the Holy
‘Ghoft, whereunto he might be: exalted, on

the account whereof he might become. God;
feemg

1
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{eeing this would acknowledge him to be a
pcrlon, which they den) So he 1s called the
Comforter, John xvi. 7. A perfonal appella-
tion this is alfo; and becauie he is the comn-
 forter of all God’s people, it can be the name
L of none but a divine perfon. In the {fume
place alfo it is frequently afiirmed, that he
fhall come, that he dhall, and will do fuch and
 fuch things, all of them declaring him to be
a perion.
\ Thirdly, He hath perfonal properties af-
figned unto him; as a will, 1 Cor. xii. 11.
‘He divideth to every man feverally as he
¢ will.”  And underftanding, 1 Cor. il. 10.
$ The Spirit fearcheth all things, yea, the
¢ deep things .of God.” - As alfo all the ac-
tings that are alcribed unto him, are all of
bhem fuch, as undeniably athrm per{onal pro-
fperties in their principal and agent. Ter,
| Tourtbly, He 18 the wvoluntary author of
{divine operations. He of old cherifhed the
credtion, Gen. 4. 3. € The Spirit of God
moved upon the face of thes waters.” He
ormed and garnithed the Heavens. He in-
Ipired, afted and {pake, in and by the pro-
phets, Aéts xxviil. 25, 26. < Well fpake the
Holy Ghoft by 1faiah the prophet unto our
I‘athers, 2 Pet. i. 21. ¢ The prophecy |
' came not in old time by the will of man, but
holy men of God fpake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghoft.” He regenerateth, en-
lghteneth {fanétifieth, comforteth, inftruc.

H | ‘teth,
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tcth, leadeth, guideth, all the di{ciples q
Chrift, as the {fcriptures every where teftify
Now all thefe are perfonal operations, an
cannot with any pretence of {obriety, or con
tiftency with reafon, be conftantly and uni
formly afligned unto a quality or virtue. I
1s, as the Father and Son, God, with th
properties of omnifcience and omnipotency,
of life, underftanding, and will; and b
thefe properties works, acts, and producet!
effets according to wifdom, choice, an
power.

Fifthly, The fame regard 1s had to him u
faith, worfhip, and obedience, as unto the
other perfons of the Father, and Son. Fo
our being baptized into his name, is our fo
lemn engagement to believe in him, to yield
obedience to him, and to worfhip him, asi
puts the fame obligation upon us to the I
ther and the Son. So alfo in reference unt
the worfhip of the church, he command
that the minifters of it be {eparated unto him
felf, A&s xiii. 2. ¢ The Holy Ghoft faid f.
< parate me Barnabas and Saul, for the work
¢ whereunto I have called them.”

Ver. 4. ¢ So they being fent forth by the
< Holy Ghoft departed:” which is compre
henfive of all the religious worfhip of the
church.

And on the fame account is he finned
againft, as A&s v. 3, 4, 9. For there is the

fame reafon of fin and obedience. Againft
whom
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! whom a man may fin formally and ultimately,
B1im he is bound to obey, worfhip, and believe
fin. And this can be no quality, but God
hhimfelf. For what may be the fenfe of this
lexpreflion? Thou halt lied to the efficacy of
8God in his operations. Or how can we fors
Emally be obliged unto obedience to a quality.
¥ 1here muft then an antecedant obligation
Bunto faith, truft, and religious obedience be
Kuppoled as the ground of rendering a perfon
Yapable of bemng guilty of fin towards any.
fl'or fin 1s but a tailure in faith, obedience, or
gvorthip. Thefe therefore are due unto the
floly Ghoft; or a man could not fin againft
him (o fignally and fatally, as fome are faid
do do in the foregoing teftimonies.
kR 1 fay therefore unto this part of our caufe,
Es unto the other, that unlefs we caft off all
yeverence of God, and in ‘a kind of atheifin,
Prhich as I {fuppofe the prevailing wickednefs
bt this age hath not yet arrived unto, {ay that
jhe {criptures were written on purpofe to de-
eive us, and lead unto miftakes about, and
ifapprehenfions of what it propofeth unto
1s; we muft acknowledge the Holy Gholt to
e a fubitance, a perfon, God; yet diftinét
rom the Father and the Son. For to tell us,
hat he will come unto us, that he will be our
tomforter that he will teach us, lead us,
uide us, that he {pake of old, in and by the
rophets, that they were moved by him, ated
0y him, that he fearcheth the deep things of
" H 2 God,
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God, works as he will, that he appointeth 8
himfelf minifters in the church; in a word @
to declare in places innumerable, what 2
hath done, what he doth, what he will do
what he fays, and fpeaks, how he aéts, an/}@
proceeds, what his will is; and to warn us |
that we grieve him not, fin not againft him/8
with things innumerable of the like nature§§
and all thi§ while to oblige us to believe thaj
he i1s not a perfon, an helper, a comforter, 8
tearcher, a willer, but a quality in {ome eig8
pecial operations of God, or his power an(g
virtue in them, were to diftra&t men, not @
inftruct them, and leave them no certain conj
clufion but this, that there is nothing certal
in the whole Book of God. And of no othdg
tendency are thefe, and the like imaginatior
of our adverfaries in this matter. . . B

But let us briefly confider what 1s ohjecte
in general unto the truth we have confirmej
~ They fay then, that the Holy Spirit is fa
to be given, to be fent, to be beftowed nj
men, and to be promifed unto them; an
therefore it cannot be, that he thould be Gok
¥or how can any of thefe things be {poke

of God? | Y
- I anfwer, Fir/?, As thefe expreflions do nd
prove him to be God, nor did ever any pr
duce them to that purpofe, yet they under
bly prove him to be a perfon; or an intellige
voluntary agent, concerning whom they ¥
' {poken and affirmed. Tor how can the powe

'
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of God, or a quality as they fpeak, be faid to
be fent, to be given, to be beftowed on men¢
So that thefe very expreflions are deitrutive
to their imaginations.

Secondly, He who 1s God, equal in nature
and being with the Father, may be promifed,
{ent, and given, with relpeét unto the holy
difpenfation and condefcenfion, wherein he
hath undertaken the office of being our com-
forter and {anctifier.

Thirdly, The communications, diftributions,
impartings, divifions of the Spirit, which they
ention as they refpeft the objett of themr,
r thofe on whom they were, or are beftowed,
enote only werks, gifts, operations, and ef-
ets ot the Spirit, the rule whereof 1s exprefled
Cor. xi1. 7. ¢ He worketh them in whom
he will, and as he will.’ And whether thefe,
nd the like exceptions, taking from altings
nd operations, which are plainly interpreted
nd explained in {fundry places of {cripture,
nd evidently enough in the particular places
here they are ufed, are {ufficient to impeach
he truth of the revelation before declared,
I who have a due reverence of God, his
ord and truths, will eafily under{tand and
icern. | | |
Thefe things being declared in the {cripture
oncerning the Father, the Son and the Holy
shoft, it is moreover revealed, and thele
hree are one; that is, one God, jointly to be
orfhipped, feared, adored, believed in and
’ H 3 obeyed
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obeyed in order unto. eternal life. For al i
though this doth abfolutely and neceflarily §&
follow, from what 1s declared, and hath bee
{poken concerning the one God, or onenecj i
of the Deity; yet for the confirmation of ou 8
faith, and that we may not, by the diftind |8
confideration of the three, be taken off tronlgs
the one, it is particularly declared, that thef:|§
three are one, that one, the one and fam:§8
God. But whereas, as was faid before, thi|@
can no otherwife be, the teftimonies giver|
thereunto are not fo frequently multiplied, ajj
they are unto thofe other heads of this truth
which through the craft of Satan and thj
pride of men, might be more liable to ex|§
ceptions. But yet they are clear, full, ani|§
diftinCtly fufhicient for faith to acquiefce mj
immediately, without any other expofitions
interpretations, or arguments, beyond ourfg
underftanding of the naked importance of the|g
words. Such are they of the Father and th |
Son, John x. 30. ¢Iand my Father are one’
Father, Son, and Spirit, 1 Johnv. 7. ¢ Thre
¢ that bare witnefs 1in heaven, Father, Son}
¢ and Spirit, and thefe three are one,” Mat
xxviii. 19. ¢ Baptizing them in the name o
¢ the Father, Son, and Spirit.”> For if thole
into. whole name we are baptized be not one
in nature, we are by our baptifm engaged -
to the fervice and worfthip of more Gods
than one. For as being baptized, or facredly
initiated into, or in the name of any one, doth

~ facramentally
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facramentally bind us unto a holy-and religi-
ous obedience unto him, and in all things to
the avowing of him as the God whofe we are,
and whom we ferve, as here we are in the
name of the Father, Son, and Spirit; fo if
they are not one God, the blaiphemous con-
fequence beforementioned mult unavoidably
be admitted; which it alfo doth upon the
Socinian principle, who while of all others
they feem to contend mofit for one God, are
indeed dirett Polytheifts, by owning others
with religious refpe&, due to God alone,
which are not fo.

Once more: It 1s revealed allo, that thefe
three are diftin&t among themi{elves by certain
peculiar relative properties, if I may yet ufe
thefe terms. So that they are diftinét, living,
divine, intelligent voluntary principles of ope-
ration or working, and that in, and by eternal
alts one .towards another, and in aéts that
outwardly relpect the creation and the feveral
parts of it. Now this diftintion originally
lieth in this: that the Father begetteth the
Son, and the Son is begotten of the Father;
and.the Holy Spirit proceedeth from both of
tbem. The manner of thele things, {o far as
they may be exprefled unto our edification,
thall afterwards be fpoken to. At prefent it
funfliceth, for the fatisfaftion and confirmation
of our faith, that the diftin&ions named are
clearly revealed in the {cripture, and are pro-
poied to ‘be its proper objelt in - this matter:
. Pifalm
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Plalm 1. #. ¢ Thou art my Son, this day
¢ have I begotten thee.” Matth. xvi. 16.
¢ Thou art Chrift, the Son of the living God.’
John. i 14, * We faw his glory of the only
‘‘begotten of the Father.” Ver. 18. ¢ No
¢man hath feen God at any time, the only
¢ begotten Son, which is in the bofom of the
¢ Father, he hath revealed him.” John v. 26.
¢ For as the Father hath life in himfelf, {o hath
¢ he given to the Son to have life in hlmfelf ’
1 John v. 20. ¢ The Son of God i1s come,
¢ and hath given us an.underftanding.” John
x1v. 26. ¢ But when the Comforter 1s come,
¢ whom I will fend unto you from the F'lther
¢ even the {pirit of truth, which proceedeth
¢ from the Father, he fhall teftity of me.’

- Now as the nature of this @_}____@1;;&1011 lies 1n
theirmutual-¥élafion one to anot oIt is
“the foundationi of thole HF*EF"'"Eans and
‘operations, whereby the diftintion itfelf 1s
iclearly manifefted and confirmed. And thefe
‘altings, as was faid, are either fuch, as where

one of them is the object of another’s altings,
or {uch as have the creature for their objelts.
'The firft {ort are teftified unto, Pfalm cx. 1.
]0hn1 18. chap. v. 20. chap. xvit. 5. 1 Cor.
‘i, 10, 11. Prov. viil. 21, 22. Molft of which
pfaces have been before recited. They which
thus know each other, love each other, delight
; in each other, muft needs be diftin&; and fo
- are-they reprefented unto our farth. "And for
- the other fort of alings the fcripture is full

.; of
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of the expreflions of them. See Gen. xix.
4. Zachariah n1. 8. John v. 17. 1 Cor xii.
75, 85, 9« X Cor vii. q.

Our conclufion from the whole 13: That
there is nothing more fully exprefled in the
{cripture than this facred truth is: that there
is one God, ¥Father, Son, and Holy Ghoit;
which are dwme, dlf’cm&, intelligent, volun-
tary, omnipotent principles of operation, and
working: which whofoever thinks himfelf
obliged to believe the {cripture muft believe;
and concerning others, in this difcourfe, we
are not folicitous.

This is that which was firft propofed,
namely: To manifeft what is exprefsly rea
vealed mn the {cripture concerning God, the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft; {o as that we
may duly believe in him, yield obedience un-
to him, enjoy communion with him, walk in
his love and fear, and {fo come at length-to be
blefled with him for evermore. Nor doth faitlx
foritsfecurity, eftablithment, and dire&ion, ab-
{olutely ftand in need of any farther expoﬁtlon
or.explanation of thefe things, or the ufe of
any terms not confecrated: to the.prefent {er«
vice by the Holy Ghoft. But; -

Whereas this dotrine may be vanouﬂy al
faulted.by thé: temptations of Satan, and op=
pofed by the fubtile fophi{ms of men of corrupt
minds; and whereas it is the duty of the difs
ciples of Chrift to grow in the knowledge of
God and our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrlf’c

by
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by an explicit apprehenfion of the things they
do believe, {o far as they dre capable of them;
this doétrine hath in all ages of the church
been explained and taught, in and by fuch
expreflions, terms, and propofitions; as far-
ther declare what is neceffarily included in it,
or confequent unto 1t; with an exclufion of
fuch things, notions and apprehenfions, as are
neither the one, nor the other. This I fhall
briefly manifelt, and then vindicate the whole
from fome exceptions, and fo clofe this dii-
fertation. IS

- 1. That God is one, was declared and prov-
ed, now this onenefs can refpett nothing but
the nature, being, fubftance or eflence of God.
God is-one in this refpet.. Some of thele
words indeed are not ufed inthe fcripture.  But
whereas they are of the fame importance ana
fignification, and none of them. include any
thing of imperfetion, they are properly ufed
in the declaration of the unity of the Godhead.
There is -mention in the fcripture of the God-
head of God, Rom. i. 20. ¢ His: eternal power
¢ and:Godhead.” And of his nature, by ex-
cluding them from being obje&s of.our: wor-
fhip, who are ¢ not God by nature;” Gal. 1v.
8. Now this natural Godhead of God is his
fubitance or eflence, with all the holy divine
excellencies which naturally and neceffarily
appertain thereunto. Such are eternity, 1m-
menfity, omnipotency, life, infinite holinefs,
goodnels, and the like. . This one. nature,
. fubftance
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fubitance or eflfence, being the nature, fub-

ftance or eflfence of God, as God; is the na- i
ture, effence, and fubftance of the Father, J
Son, and Spirit; one and the fame abfolutely 4
in and unto each of them. For none can be o
God as they are revealed to be, but by virtue -

of this divine nature, or being. Herein con- )
fifts the unity of the Godhead: - «

2. The diftinétion which the {cripture re-
veals between Father, Son, and Spirit, is that, 3

whereby they are three hypoltafies, or per- .1
- fons, diftinétly fubfifting in the {ame divine "~
 eflence or being. Now a divine perfon is n6=%
- thing, but the divine eflence, upon the ac-
count of an efpecial property, {ubfiftingin an }{ =
efpecial manner. As in the perfon of the { "
Father, there 1s the divine eflence, and being, ,_._h_
with its property of begetting the Son, f{ub-
fifting In an efpecial manner as the Father: )
and becaufe this perfon hath the whole divine | "+
nature, all the eflential properties of that '
nature are in that perfon. The wifdom, the | %
underftanding of God, ‘the will of God, the : K
immenfity of God, is in that perfon; ngtas

that perfon, but as the perfon is G N
like is to be faid of the perfons of The Son, H%
- and of the Holy Ghoft. Hereby each pérfon |
having the underftanding, the will, and power
of God, becomes a diftinét principle of ope-
ration:; and yet all their actings,; ad extra, be-
Ing the attings of God, they are undivided,
and are all the works of one, of the felf fame
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God. And thefe things do not only necef-

farily follow, but are direély included in the il *

revelation made concerning God, and his
{fubfiftence in the {criptures.

3. There are indeed very many other things
that are tagght, and difputed, about this doc- |8
trine of the Trinity, as the manner of the §i8

eternal generation of the Son, of the eflence 8

of the Father; of the proceflion of the Holy B8
Ghoft, and the difference of it from the gene- |B
ration of the Son; of the mutual in-being of |8

the perfons, by reafon of their unity in the [l

fame {ubftance, or eflence; the nature of the §

perfonal fubfiftence, with refpeé&t unto their i

properties whereby they are mutually diftin- i
guifhed; all which are true and defenfible - J8
gainft all the {ophifms of the adverfaries of J
this truth. Yet becaule the diftinét appre. |
henfion of them, and their accurate expref
{ion, is not neceffary unto faith, as it 1s our
guide and principle in and unto religious wor- §
fhip and obedience, they need not here be in.
fifted on. Nor are thofe brief explications
sufelves betore mentioned {o propofed, as
o LS iced immediately in the fame rank or
*3 order with the original revelations before in-
fifted on; but only are prefled as proper ex- §
preffions of what | is revealed, to increafe our
light and further our edlﬁcauon And al-
though they cannot rationally be oppofed or
denied, nor ever were by any, but fuch as

deny and. oppofe the things themfelves as re-
yealed




TRINITY VINDICATED. Q7

vealed; vet they that do fo deny or oppofe
them, are to be required pofitively, in the
firlt place to deny or-difapprove the onenefs of
the Deity; - or to prove, that the Father, or
Son, or Holy Ghoft in particular, are not
God, before they be allowed to {peak onec
word againft the manner of explication of
the truth concerning them. Tor cither they
erant the revelation declared 'and contended
for, or 'they do not.  If they do, let that con-
cefion be firlt laid down, namely, that the
Father, Son, and Spirit are one God; and
then let it be dcbated, whether they are one
in {ubftance and three 1 perfons, or how clfe
the matter is to be {tated; If they deny it; it
5.2 plain madnefs to difpute of the-manner of
ny thing, and the way of exprefling it, whilft
he thing itfelf 1s denied to havé a being. For
f that which 1s not, there is neither manner,
roperty, adjunct, nor eftelt. Let then {uch
erfons, as this fort of men are ready to at-
empt with their fophiftry, and to amufe with
avils about perfons, fubftances, fubfiftences,
nd the like; defire to know of them, what
tis that they would be at? What would they
eny, what would they difapprove? Is it that
od is one; or that the Father 1s God, or the
on, or the Holy Ghoit is {o? If they dehy,
r oppole either of ‘thefe, they have teftimo-
s and inftances of divine revelation, or:
1ay have in a readinefs, to confound the
evil and all his emiffaries. - If they walk !ilmt

) i | . . 'do
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do fo, f they refufe 1t, ‘then let them know [§
that 1t is moft foolith and unreafonable t; B8
contend about expreflions and explanations.of B
any thing, or :.doltrine; about the manner Ji§
refpells, or relations-of any thing; until th g
thing itfelf, or dottrine, be plainly confefled 8
or demied. I this they retufe, as generally|§
they do.and will, which 1 {fpeak nwpon {ufficient |
experience, and will not be induced to deal|@
openly, properly, and rationally; but will|g
keep to their cavils.and fophifins, about terms§
and expreflions, all farther debate, or con |
ference with them may juftly, and ought both|§
confcientioufly and rationally to be refufed,}
and rejeCted. For thele {acred myflteries of
God, ‘and the gofpel, are not lightly to be
made the fubjelt of mens contefts and dil-|§
putatiens. |
But as we dealt before in particular, fo here
1 fhall give inftances of the fophiftical excep.
tions that are vfed agdinft the whole of this |
do&rine; -and that with refpect- unto fome
tate.colleCtions, -and reprefentations -of them:
from whence they ate taken up and ufed by
many who feem not to-underftand the words,
phrales and expreflions themfelves which they
make ufe of. h
The {fum .of what they fay in general: is,
How can thefe things be? How can three be
one, and .one be three? Every perfon hath.its
own {ubftance, and therefore if there be thre¢
perfons, there muft be three {ubftances, and
Jo three Gods.
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.. A}sz Ewxery perfon hath diftinctly its own. |
| fubltance; for the one fubitance of the Deity,

is the fubftance of each. perfon; fo it is fhll
fbut one. But each perfon hath nbt its own
ldiftinét {ubftance, becaufe the fubftance off
ithemn all is the fame, as hath been proved.

They fay again: That 1f each perfon be
ad, then each perfon is infinite, and therec

feing. three perfons, there muit be three in-
| finites.

1 Anfw. This follows not in the leaft: For
kach perfon is infinite as he is God. All di-
ine propertics, fuch as to be infinite is, be-
ong not to the perfons on the account of their
®erfonality, but on the account of their na-
jure, which is one, tor they are all natural. |
roperties. . |
But they {fay: If each perfon be God, and - |
hat God fabfift in three perfons; then in '
ach perfon there are three perfons, ¢r Gods.
xi'?g/‘w. The collufion of this fophi{in con- 7}
its in that expreflion, be God, and that God. ]
h the firft place, the npature of God is in- ;
nded ; in the latter, a fingular perfon. Place :
e words. intells gibly and they are thus: If ! .
ach perfon be God, and the nature of God ¢y i
biiits in three perfons, then in each perion ;g
cre are three perfons: and then the folly of -
wil} be cv1dent.
| But they farther mfer That it we deny
e périons to be infinite, then an infinite be-
g hath a figite mede of fubfifting: and fo I

12 ~ know
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know not what fuppofition they maké hence;
that feeing there are not three infinites, then.
the Father, Son, and Spirit are three fnitg
that make up an infinite.
Anfw. The pitiful weaknefs of this cavil
open to all: For finite and mfinite are pro |
perties and adiuncts of beings, and not of th
manner of the fubfiftence of any thing. Th
nature of each perfon is infinite, and fo i
each perfon, hecaufe of that nature. Of tk
manner of their fubfiftence, finite and infinite
cannot be predicated or fpoken, no farthe
than to fay. an infinite being doth fo {fubfit.
But you grant, fay they, that the only tru
God 1s the Father, and then it Chrift be the
only true God, he is the Father. |
Anfw. We ffw, the only true God 1s Fa
1_ fther, Son, and Holy Ghoft. We never fay,
i -‘“;e.f the fcripture never fays, that the Father only
. 3:1s the true God; whence it would follow, that
Gl *‘fkhe that is the true God, is the Father. But
.' ;;jf.h .",,:‘ s 3 ~we grant the Father to be the only true God:
i i’ And {o we fay, is the Son alfo. Amnd it doth
2 b ot not at all thence follow, that the Soa is the
o éﬁ Father. Becaufe in faying the Father is the
B true God, we refpeét not his paternity, or hus
ft ipaternal relation to his Son; but his naturg
frﬂ'. £ f“"f t{Tence and being. And the fame we affim

. ?"r 3 é““ syconcerning the other perfons. And to fay

4 H“i'ﬂ“ q

. ithat becaufe each perfbn is God, one perlo
faff f“*'“:,r -muﬂ: be.ancther, is to. crave leave tO dlfbe
{ A3 "{M"wf lieve what God hath revealed, without gmn
" - any reafon at all for their {0 domg )
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But this fophifm being borrowed from
another, namely Crellius, who infifted much
upont ity I fhall upon his account,-and not on
theirs, who, as tar as I can apprehend, under-
fand little of the mtendment of 1it, remove it
more fully out of the way. - It is propeled by
him in way of {yllogifm, thus: The only true
God is.the Father ; Chrift is the only true

God; therefore he is the Father. Now this ;

fyllogifm is ridiculoufly {ophiftical. For-in a
categorical'fyllogifm the major prepofition is
not ta.be particular, nor equipollent to a- par-
ticular. For from fuch a propofition, when
any thing communicable to more 1s the {ub-

ject of it, and is reftrained unto one particu- !

lar, nothing can. be inferred in the conclu-
fion. But fuch 1s this propofition here, the
only true God is the Father. . It is a particu-

lar propofition; wherein the fubject is re-
ftrained unto a fingular, or individual predi-

cate, though in itfelf communicable to mare.

Now the propofition bemg fo made particu~
lar, the terms of the {ubje¢t and predicate are

fuppofed reciprocal: Namely, that!one Geod,
and the Father, are the fame; which is falfe:
unlefs it be firlt proved, that the name God,

is communicable to- no more, or no other,

than is.the other term of Father; which to

fuppofe, is to beg the whole queftion. _For

the only true God, hath a larger fignification
than ‘the "term of Father or Son. So that
though the only true God be the Father; yet
I 13 €Very
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very one who is true God, is not the Father,
Seeing then that the name of God here. fup.
plies the place of a {pecies, though it be fin.
gular ablolutely, as it refpeéts the divine na.
ture which 1s abiolutely fingu'ar, and one,
and cannot be multiplied; yet in refpet of
communication it is otherwife; it is com-
municated unto more, namely, to the Iather,
Son, and Holy Ghoft. And therefore, if any
thing be intended to be included from hence,
the propofition muft be exprefled according
to what the fubjett requires, as capable of
communication, or attribution to more than
one: As thus. Whoever is the only true
God, 1s the I'ather: which propofition thefe
perfons, and their mafters, fthall never be able

to prove.

I have given in particular thefe ftri€tures
thus briefly upon thefe emptyfophifms; partly,
becaule they are well removed already; and
partly, becaufe they are mere exf{criptions out

of an author not long fince tranflated 1nto
Enghifh, unto whom an entire anfwer may

ere long be returned.

That which at prefent fhall fuffice, is to
give a general anfwer unto all thefe cavils,
with all of the fame kind, which the men of
thefe principles do ufually infift upon.

The things, they fay, which we teach con-
cerning the Trinity, are contrary to reafon
And thereof they endeavour to give {undry

1nftances, wherein the {um of the oppofition

which
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which they make unto this truth doth coniift.
_ But, Fir/?, 1 alk what reafon 1s it that they
intend? It is their own, the carnal reafon ot
men: by that they will judge of thefe divine
mylteries. The {cripture tells us indeed, that
the {pirit of a man which is in him knows the
things of a man. A man’s {pirit, by naturai
reafon, may judge of natural things. But
¢ the things of God knoweth no man, but the
¢ Sprrit of God,” 1 Cor.i1. 11. So that what
we know of thefe things, we mult receive
upon the revelation of the Spirit of God
meerly, if the apoftle may be belicved.. And
it is given unto men to know the mylteries
of the kingdom of God. To {ome, and not
to others; and unlefs it be fo given thens,
they cannot know them. In particular, none
can know the Father, unlels the Son reveal
him. Nor will, or doth, or can flefh and
blood reveal, or underftand Jefus Chriit to
be the Son of the living God, unlefs the Fa-
ther reveal him, and inftru& us in the truth
of it, Matth, xvi. 18. 'The way to come to
the acknowledgement of thefe things, is that
defcribed by the apofitle, Eph.iil. 14, 15, 16,
17, 18, 1g. ¢ For this caufe I bow my knees
‘ unto .the Father of our Lord Jefus Chriit,
‘of whom the whole family in heaven and
© earth is named, that he would grant you,
¢ according to the riches of his. glory, to be
¢ ftrengthened with might by hisSpirit in the
¢ inper man, that Chrift. may dwell in your
. ¢ hearts
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¢ hearts by faith; that: ye being tooted and
¢ grounded in love may be able ‘to compre.
¢ hend with all faints, &c.” As alfo, Col. ii. 4.
¢ That ye might come unto all riches of the
¢ full aflurance of underftanding, to the ac-
¢ knowledgement of the myftery of God, and
¢ of the Father, and of Chrift. In whom are
¢ hid all the treafures of wifdom and know.
¢ ledge.” It is by faith and prayer, and
through the revelation of God, that we may
come to the acknowledgement of thefe things;
and not by the carnal reafonings of men of
corrupt minds. | ~

Secondly, ‘What reafon do they intend? If
reafon abiolutely, the reafon of things; we
grant that nothing contrary unto it is to be
admitted. But realon, as it in this or that
man, particularly in themlielves, we know to
be weak, maimed, and imperfet; and that
they are, and all other men, extremely re-
mote from a juft and full comprehennon of
the whole reafon of things. Are they in {fuch
an eftate, as that their apprehenfion fhall pafs
for the meafure--of the nature of all things:
we know' they are far from 1t, So that
though we ‘will not admit of any thing, that
is contrary to reafon; yet the leaft intimation
of a truth, by divine revelation, will make me
embrace it, although it fhould be contrary to
the reafon of all the Socinmians-in the weorld.
Reafon in the abftra&, or the juft meafure of

the anfwering of opne thing unto another, n}
O



TRINITY VINDICATED. 10§

of great moment: but réeafon, that'is what 1s
pretended to be {o, or appears to be {6 unto
this or that man, efpecially in and about things
of divine revelation, 1s of very fmall import-
ance; of none at all, where it rifeth up againfit
the exprefs teftimonies of fcripture, and thefe
multiplied to their mutual confirmation and
explanation.

Thirdly, Many things are above reafon,
that 1s, as confidered in this or that fubjectt,
as men, which are not at all againit 1t. Itis
an ealy thing to compel the molt curious
enquirers of thefe days to a ready confeflion
hereof, by multitudes of inftances in things
finite and temporary. " And fhall any dare to
deny, but 1t may be {o in things heavenly,
divine and {piritual? Nay, there is no con-
cernment of the being of ‘God, or his proper-
ties, but is abfolutely above the comprehenfion
of our reafon. We cannot by fearching:find
out God, we cannot find out the Almighty
to perfetion. 1 -

Fourthly, The very foundation of all their
objeftions and cavils againft this truth; is de-
{tructive of as fundamental ‘principles'of rea-
fon as are in the world. They are all at beft
reduced to this::: It cannot be thus'in ‘things
hinite; the fame Being cannot in one refpect
be one, in another three, and the like; and
therefore it is fo in things infinite. All thefe
reafonings are built upon' this -fuppofition,
1That that which is finite ‘can ‘perfe@ly com-
y | prehend
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prehend that which is infinite. - An affertion
abfurd, foolith, and contradictory unto tfelt!
Again, it is the higheft reafon in things of
pure revelation to captivate our under{tand-
ings to the authority of the revealer, which
here is rejetted. . So that by a loud {pecious
pretence of reaflonfghefe men, by a little cap-
tious {ophiftry,. endé®your not only to coun-
tenance their -unbeéliéf, but to evert the
ercatelt principles of reafon itfelf.

Iifthly, The objeétions thefe men principally
infift upon, are merely againft the explana.-
tions we ufe of this doétrine, not againit the
primitive revelation of it, which is the princi-
pal objet of our faith: which how prepofter-
ous and irrational a courfe of proceeding 1t
i1s, hath been declared. ,

Sixthly, It is a rule among philofophers,
that if a3 man, on juft “grounds and reafons,
has embraced any opinion, or perfuafion, he
is not to defert it, meerly becaufe he cannot
an{wer every objection againft it. For if the
objections wherewith we may be entangled,
be not of the fame weight and importance
with the reafon on which we embraced the
opinion, it is a madnefs to forego it on the
account thereof, And much more muft this
hold amongil the common fort of Chriftians,
in things fpiritual and divine. If they wall let
go, and part with their faith in gny truth, be-
caufe they are not able to anfwer diftinctly
fome objeltions that may be made againﬁthité

ey
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¢hey may quickly find themfelves difputed
into atheim. o

Scuentbhly, There 1s {o great an intimation
made of fuch an expreflion, and refemblanceé
of a Trinity in unity, in the very works of the
creation, as learned men have manifefted by
various inftances; that it is nioft unreafonable
to fuppofe that to be contrary to reafon, which .
many objets of rational confideration do
more or lels prefent unto our minds.

Lightly, To add no more confideration of
this nature, let any of the adverfaries produce
any one argument, or grounds of realon, or
thofe pretended to be fuch againft that that
hath been aflerted, that hath not already been
baffled a thoufand fimes, and it fhall receive

an anlwer, or a public acknowledgement that
it is indifloluble. -

Of the Perfon of CHRIST.

THE next head of oppofition made by the
men of this conipiracy, againit this facred
truth, is againft the head of all truth, the
petfon of our Lord Jefus Chrift. The So-
cinians indeed would willingly put a better
face, or colour upon their error about the
perfon of Chrift, than it will ‘bear, or enduré
to lie om it. For in their catechifm unto thig
queftion: 'Is the Lord Jefus Chrift purus Homo,
a meer man? they anfwer: By no me}?ns.

. oW
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How then? Hath he a divine nature alfo?
which is their next queftion. To this they
{fay: By no means, for this is contrary to right
reafon. How then will thefe pretended maf-
ters of reafon reconcile thefe things? ¥or to
us 1t feems, that if Chri{t have no other na-
ture but that of a man, he is, as to his nuture,
purus homo, a mere man, and no more. Why |
they anfwer: That he is not a mere man, be.
caufle he was born of a Virgin. Strange! that
that fhould be an argument to prove him
inore than a man, which the {cripture and
all men in. their right wits grant to be an in-
" vincible reafon, to prove him to be a man,
and as he was born of her, no more, Rom. 1.
3. ¢ Concerning his Son Jefus Chrift our
¢ Lord, which was made of the {eed of David
¢ according to the fleth,” Rom. ix. 5. ¢ Whoft
¢ are the Fathers, and of whom, as concerning
¢ the flefh, Chrift came,’ Gal. iv. a. ¢ God:
¢ {fent forth his Son, made of a woman, made
¢ under the law.” But fay they, he was en-
dowed with the Spirit, wrought miracles, was
raifed from the dead, had all power given
him in heaven and e".rth for by thele de-
grees he became to be God. But all men fee
that the inquiry is about the nature of Chrifl;
and this anfwer is about his ftate'and condi-
tion. Now this ¢changeth not his nature on
the one;hand$ no more than his being  hum-
bled, poor, and dying did .on the other. "This.

s the right reafon we have to deal withal in
fame
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Rchefe men. If a man fhould have enquired
B ffome of them of old, whether Melchifedec
ere purus homo, a mere man? Some of them
Rould have faid, no, becaufe he was the Ho-
fiy Ghoft; fome, no, becaufe he was the Son
&-f God himfelf; and fome, no, becaufe he was
&1 angel; for fuch foolifh opinions have men
fallen into. But how fottifth foever thetr con-
keptions were, their anfwer to that enquiry
fvould have'been regular, becaufe the queftion
and anfwer refpect the fame {ubject, in the
fame refpect. But never any was {o ftupid,
bhs to anfwer, he was not a mere man, that is
by nature, becaufe he was a prieft of the mofk
igh God, which refpelts his office, and con-
fition. Yet Quch is the pretence of thefe men
ibout the perfon of Chrift to incruftrate and
ive fome colour unto their foul mifbelief; as
uppofing that it would be much to their dif-
ddvantage to own Chrift, only as 2 mere man, -
hough the moft part of their difputes that
jrey have troubled the Chriftian world with-
ll, have had no other defign nor aim, but to
rove him o to be, and nothing elfe. I {hal]
refly, according to the method infifted on,

it lay down. what is the dire& revelation,

hich is the objett of our faith in this matter;

len exprels the reyelation itfelf in the fcrip-
re te[{;monies wherein it 45 recorded; and:

wing yindicated fome one or other of them

om their exceptions, manifeft how the doc-

me hereof is farther.explained, unto the

hfication of them that believe. _

K That
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That there is a fecond perfon, the’ Son §
God, 1n the holy T'rin-unity ot the Godhea|
we have proved before. That this perfon dj
of his infinite love and grace take upon hij
our nature, human nature, {fo as that the ¢
vine and human nature fhould become oy
perion, one Chrift, God and man in one, |
that whatever he doth in and about our falw
tion, 1t 1s done by that one perfon, God an
1nan, is revealed unto us in the fcripture,
the object of our faith. And this is that whid
ave believe concerning the perfon of Chrif
‘W hatever acts are afcribed unto him, howew
immediately performed, in or by the huma
nature, or in and by his divine nature, thy
are all the aéts of that one perfon, in whon
are both thele natures. "That this Chrif
4 od and man, 1s, becaufe he 1s God, and os
the account ot what e hath done for usa
“man, to be believed in, worfhipped wib
worfhip religious and divine, to be intruftd
and obeyed; this allo'is inferted in the {crp
ture. And thefe things are as it- were the
common notions of the Chriftian religion, the
common principles of our profeflion, whi
the fcriptures alfo abundantly teftify unto.

Ha. vii. 14. € Behold a' virgin fhall con
¢ ceive and bear a Son, and fhall call his nam
¢ Immanuel;> that is, he fhall be God wit!
us, or God in our own nature. Not tha
that fhould be his name, whereby he fhouldt
®alled in this world; but that this fhould t
the ccndition of his perfon, ke fhould bé G
. . + wit
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osith us, God in our nature. So are the
bwords expounded, Mat. 1. 21, 22, 23. ¢ That
B¢ which is conceived in her 1s of the Heoly
¥ Ghoft; and fhe fhall bring forth a Son, and
8¢ thou fhalt call his name Jefus; for he fhall
B¢ fave his people from their fins. Now all
B¢ this was done that it might be fulfilled which
8¢ was {poken of the Lord by the prophet, fay-
§¢ing, Behold a virgin thall be with child, and
¢ thall bring forth a Son, and they fhall call
[¢his name Immanuel, which being inter-
k¢ preted, 1s God with us.” His name, where-
Bby he was to be called, was Jefus, that 1s a
4 Saviour.  And thereby was accomplithed the
predi€tion of the prophet, which being inter-
preted 1s God with us. Now a child born to
be God with us, i1s God in that child taking-
our nature upon him, and no otherwile can
the words be underftood.
| Ifa. ix. 6. ¢ Unto us a child s born, unto
‘us a Son 1s given, and his name fhall be
‘ called” the mighty God.” The child that is
born, the Son that is given, is the mighty
God; and as the mighty God, and a child
born, or Son given, he is the prince of peace,
1as he 1s there called, or our Saviour. |
- John i. 14. ¢ The word was made flefh.
That the word was. God, who made all things,
he had before declared. Now he affirms that
this word was made fleth. How! converted
into fleth, into a man; fo that he who was
God ceafed fo to be, and was turned or
e K 2 changed
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changed into flefh, that is a man? Befides thy
this s utterly impoflible, it is not affirme(
For the word -continued the word ftill, 3
though he was made fleth, or made of a wq
man, as it 1s elfewhere exprefled, or made ¢
the feed of David, or took our fleth or natur
to be his own. Himfelf continuing God, x|
he was, became man alfo, which before kj
was not. LT'he word was made fleth; this if§
that which we believe, and affert in this mat
ter. ' |

See Johniil. ¥ 3. and verfe 31. John vi. 62§
Chap. xvi. 28. Al which places affert the
perfon of Chriit to have defcended from hes
ven in the aftumption of hutnan nature, and
afcended into heaven therein being aflumed,
and to have been in heaven ds to his divinc§
nature, when he was on the earth, in the flefi
that he had affumed.

A&s xx. 28. ¢ Yeed the church of God
¢ which . he hath purchafed with his owt
- ¢ bleod.” The per[%n fpoken of is faid to b

God abfolutely; the church of God. And
this God 1s {aid to have blood of his own; the
blood of Jefus Chrift being the blood of hin
that was God, though not the blood of him
as God; for God is 2-fpirit. And this un-
deniably teftifies to the unity of his perfon a
God and man. |
- Rom. i. 3, 4. ¢ Concerning his Son Jelus
¢ Chrift our Lord, who was made of the {eed

¢ of David according to the fleth, and declared
o5 to
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« to be the Son of God with power, accord-
¢ ing to the Spirit of holinefs, by the refur-
¢ reltion from the dead.” Rom. ix. 5. ¢ Whoic
¢ sre the Fathers, and ot whom concerning
¢ the fleth, Chrift came, who is over all, God
¢ hlefled for ever, Amen.” This is all we dc-
fire that we may believe, without difturbance
from the clamours of thefe men: Namely,
that the fame Chriilt, as concerning the flefh,
came of the Fathers, of David; and in him-
{eIf is over all, God blefled for ever. This
the fcripture aflerts plainly, and why we
fhould not belteve it firmly, let thefe men give
a realon when they are able. 1
Gal. vi. 4. ¢ God fent forth his Son made
‘of a woman. e was his Son, and was
made of a woman, according as he exprefles
it, Heb. x. 5. ¢ A body haft thou prepared
‘me;’ as allo, Rom. vii. 3.
Phil. 11. 5, 6, 7. ¢ Let this mind bein you,
"¢ which was allo in Chrift Jefus, who being in
‘ the form of God, thought it not robbery to
¢ be equal with God; but made himielf of no
¢ reputation, and took upon him the form of
‘afervant, and was made in the likenefs of
‘men.” [t is the fame Chrift that 1s fpoken
of: and it is here affirmed of him; ¢ that he
‘ was 1n the form of God, thought it not rob-
‘ bery to be equal with God.” - But is.this.all?
Is this Jefus Chrift God only? Doth he fub-
hlt only in the form, or nature of God? No,
laith the apottle, he ¢ took upon him the form
. K3 - ¢ of
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¢ of a Tervant, was made in the likenefs of
¢ men, and was found in fathion as a man,
That his being truly a man 1s exprefled ix
. thefe words, our adverfaries deny not; and
we therefore believe that the faine fefus Chrift
1s God allo, becaufe that 1s no lefs plainly
exprefled. !
1 Tim. 11, 16. ¢ And without controverfy
“ great is the myltery of godlinefs, God was
* manifeft in the flefh, juitified in the Spirit,
‘ {feen of angels.” It is a myftery indeed, un-
der which name it is defpifed now and re.
proached: nor are we allowed fo to call i,
but are refletted on, as flying to myfteries for
our defence. But we mufl take leave to [peak
in this matter according to his directions,
without whom we cannot {peak at all. A
myftery it is, and that a great myftery; and
that confeffedly {o, by all that do believe.
And this 1s, that God was manifefted in the
fleth. That it is the Lord Chrift who i1s {po-
ken of, every one of the enfuing expreflions
do evince: ¢ juftified in the Spirit, feen of an-
¢ gels, preached uwnto the Gentiles, believed
¢ on in the world, received up into glery.”
And this alfo is the fubftance of what we be-
leve in this matter: namely, That Chrift s
God manifeft in the flefli, which we acknow-
ledge, own, and believe to be ttue, but a great
and facred truth notwithitanding, |
- Heb. ii. r4. ¢ For as much then as the
¢ children were partakers of flefh and -blogﬁ
. ' .
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-+ he alfo himfelf lkéwife took part of the-
¢ fame.’ * |

Ver. 36. ¢ For verily he took fiot on him
{ the nature of angels, but he took on him
i the feed of- Abraham.’ - o

And this plainly afirms his pre-exiftence
unto that affumption of our nature, and the
unity of his perfon in it being {o aflumed.

1 John 11.°16.- ¢ Hereby perceive we the
¢ love of God, becaufe he laid down his life
¢ for us, '

He who was God laid down for a feafon,,
and parted with that life, which was his owny "
in that nature of ours which he -had aflamed.
And that taking of our nature is called his
coming 1n the flefh; which whofo denies, is
not of God, but is the Spirit ‘of Antichrift,
I John 1v. 3. ' = | ‘
~ There are {fome of the places, wherein the
perfon of Chrift 1s revealed unto our faith,
that ye may believe on the Son of God, -and
have eternal life. S :
. The method formerly propofed would res
quire, that' I fhould take off the general ob-
jections of the adverfaries againft this divine
revelation; as alft vindicate fome peculiar
tetimonies from’ their’ exceptions. But be-
¢aufe ‘a particular oppofition unto this truth
hath not as yet publicly and direétly been
maintained, and managed by any that I know
of among ourftlvies, though the denial ‘of it
be ¢:&pre%sly'=iiiélud”ed. iy what they do affrrm i
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" I.fhall leave. the further confirmation thereof
unto fome other occaﬁon, if it be offered, and
it-thall be judged neceflary.
~ And, this is that which the faith of believers.
reft in, as that which is plainly revealed unto
them: Namely, that Jefus Chrift is Ged and
man in one perfon;. and that all his a&ings in
their behalf are the atings of him, who is
God and man; and that this, Son of God,
God and man, 1s to be bc,heved in. by. them,,
and obeyed that they have eternal life.
What 1s farther added unto thefe exprafa
teftimonies, and the full .revelation of the
truth contained in them in this marter, in way
of explication educed from them, and fuitable
unto them, to the edification of the church,
or information of the minds of believers, in
the right apprehenﬁon of this great myftery
of God manifefted in the flefh, may be redu-

ced to thefe heads. _, |
1. That the perfon of the Son of God did,

in his affluming huinan nature to be his own,
not take an individual perfon of any one into
a near conjungttion with himfelf; but prevent-

ing the perfonal fubfiftence of human nature
in that fleth.which he affumed,. he gave It its
_fubﬁftence in his own perfon, whence it hath
its individuation and diftin&ion from all o-
ther perfons whatever; “This is the perfonal
union,; in Chrift have but, one perfonal {ub-
fiftence, and fo are but one Chn,ft, one dif-

tin& perfonal principle of all ‘operations of all
" that
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that he did, ot doth, as mediator.  And this
undeniably follows from what is declared in
the teftimonies mentioned. For the word
could not be made flefh, nor could he take
on him the feed of Abraham, nor ¢ould the
mighty God be a child born and given unto
us, nor could God fhed his blood for his
church; but that the two natures, the divine
and human nature fo diretly expreffed, muft
be united in one perfon: for otherwile, as

they are two natures ftill, they would be two

perfons alo.
2. Each nature thus united in Chnﬂ: 1S €ne

tire, and preferves unto itfelf its own natural
properties. For he is no lefs a true perfelt
man confifting of foul and body, with all their
effential parts, by that nature’s being taken
into {ubfiftence with the Son of God. His
divine nature ftill continues immenfe, omnif-
cient, omnipotent, infinite in holinefs, &c. his
human nhature, finite, limited, and before its
glorlﬁcatlon,fubje& to all infirmities of life and
death, that the fame natute in others abfo-
lutely confideted is obnoxious unto. *

3. In each of thefe natures he aéts furtably
unto the efiential properties and principles of
that nature. As God, he made all things,
upholdy all things, t the word of his power
upholds heaven and earth &c. As man, he
lived, hungered, fuffered, dled rofe, chended
into heaven. Yet by reafon of the union of

both - thefe nitures in the {ame perfon,  not
. only
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only his own perfon is faid to do all thefe
things, but the perfon exprefled by the name
which he hath on the account of one nature,
is faid to do that which he did only in the
. other. So, God 1s {aid to redeem his church
“with his own blood, and to lay down his life
for us, and the Son of man Lo be i1 heaven
when he was on earth. Al becaufe of the.
unity of his perfon, as was declared. And
thefe things do all of them direftly and un-
deniably flow from what is revealed concern-
ing his perfon, as before is declared.

OF the fatisfaction of Chrifi.

THE laft thing to be enquired into, upon
occafion of the late oppofition to the great
fundamental truths of the golpel, is the fatif-
fzCtion of Chrift. And the do&irine hereof 1s
fuch, as 1 conceive needs rather to be ex-
plained than vindicated. For it being the
center, wherein moft, if not all the lines of
gofpel promifes and precepts do meet, and
the great medium of all our communion with
God in faith and obedience, the great diftinc-
tion between the religion of Chriltians, and
that of all others in the world; it will eafily,
on a due propofal, be affented unto by all,
who would be efteemed difciples of Jefus
Chrit. And whether a parcel of infipid
cavils may be thought fufficient to oblitemttle

| 14317
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the rev‘elatlon of it, men of fober mmds wxll
judge and difcern.

Yor the term of fatisfaétion, we contend
not aboutit. It doth indeed properly exprefs
and connote, that great effe&t of’'the death of
Chrift, which, in the caufe before us, we plead
for. But yet, becaufe 1t belongs rather to the
ehplana.tlon of the truth conrended for, than
is ufed exprelly in the revelation of it, and
becaufe the right underitanding of the word
itfelf depends on fome notions of law, that as
yet we need not take into confideration; I
fhall not, 1in this entrance of our difcourfe,
infiit upon 1t, but leave it as the natural con-
clufion of what we {hall find exprefly declared
in the fcripture. Neither do I fay this, as
tho’ I did decline the word, or the right ufe
of it, or what 1s properly fignified by it; hut
do only caft 1t into its proper place, anfwer-
able unto our method and defign 1n the whole
of this brieft difcour{e.

I know fome have faken a new way of ex-
prefling and declaring the dotrine concerning
the mediation of Chrift, with the caufes and
ends of his dea{h WhICh they thirkk more ra-
tional, than that ufually infifted on. But as
what 1 have yet heard of, or feen in that kind
hath been not only unfcnptural but alfo very
irrational, -and moft remote from that accu-
racy whereunto they pretend, Wwho make ufe
of it; fo if they fhall publifh their conceptions,
1t 1S not lmprobable but that they may meet

with
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with a fcholaftical examination by fome hand
or other. T
Our prefent work, as hath been often de.
clared, 1s for the eftablithment of the faith of
them, who may be artempted, if not brought
into danger to be feduced, by the flight of fome
who lie in wait to deceive, and the clamours
of others who openly drive the fame defign.
What therefore the [cripture plainly and clear.
ly reveals in this matter, is the fubject of our .
prefent enquiry. And ecither in {fo doing, as
occafion fhall be offered, we fhall obviate, or
“1n the clofe of it remove thofe fophifms, that
the facred truth now propofed to confidera-
tion. had been attempted withal. .
"~ The fum of what the fcripture reveals about’
this great truth, commonly called the fatisfac-
‘tion of Chrift, may be reduced unto thele
enfuing heads. , -
1. That Adam being made upright finned
againft God and all mankind, all his pofterity,
in him. Gen. 1, 27. ¢ So God created man
_¢ in hisown image, in the image of God creat-
¢ ed he him, maleand female created he them.’
"Gen. iii. 1'1. And he faid, * Who told thee that
¢ thon waft naked? Haft thou eaten of the
¢ tree whereof 1 commanded thee, that thou
¢ fhouldft not eat?” Ecclel. vii. 29. ¢ Lo,
¢ this only have I found, that God made man
¢ upright, but he hath fought out many inven-
¢ tions.” Rom. v, 12.:¢Wherefore as by one
¢ man fin entered into the world, and death

‘ by




TRINITY VINDICATED. 121

by fin, and fo death pafled upon all men,
¢ for that all have finned.” Ver. 18. ¢ There-
¢ fore¢ by the offence of one, judgment came
i ypon all men to condemnation.” Ver, 1.
I By one man’s difobedicnce many were
I made ﬁnnus.;
I 2. That by this fin of our firft parents all
fien aire brought into an eftate of fin and apo-
ftacy from God, and of an enmity unto hlm.
en. viJ 5. ¢ God faw that the wic kednefs or
man was great in the earth, and that every
3 magmnnon of the thoughts of his ht....n.lt was
¥ only evil continualiy.’ Ptal. i 5. ¢ Pehold,
f | was thapen in iniquity, and in fin did my
F mother conceive me.. Rom. il 23 ¢ For
£ all have finned, and come thort of the glory
of God” Rom. viii. 7. ¢ The carnal mind
f1s enmity agunit God; tor it is not f{ubject
fto the law of God, neither indeed can be.’
Bophef. 1v. 18, ¢ Having the underfta anding
f darkened, being alicnated from the lifz of
F God throu 'h the ignorance thatis 1n them,
becaufe of the blindnefs of their heart,” chap.
. . Col. ii. 3. |
3. That in this {tate all men continue in
in again{t God, nor of thecmlelves can do o-
herwife. Rom. iil. 10, 11, 12. ¢ There is
none righteous, no not one; there is- none
that- underftandeth, there is none that feek- -
eth after God. They arc ail gone out of the
f Way, they are together become unpmﬁtable,
there 1s none that doth good, no not one.’?

L, 4. That
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4. That the juftice and holinefs of God, agl
he is the fupreme governor and judge of al
the world, require that {in be punifhed. Exod
xxxiv. 7. ¢ That will by no means clear th
¢ guilty.”  Jofh. xxiv. 19. ¢ He is an hol
¢ God, he 1s a jealous God, he will not for
f give your tranigreflions, nor your fins.” P[
v. 4, 5§, 6. ¢ For thou art not a God that hat)

¢ plealure in wickednels, neither thall exi
¢ dwell with thee; the foolith fhall not {ftan
¢-in thy fight: thou hatelt all workers of ini
¢ guily, thou fhalt deftroy them that {peak
leafing.” Hab. 1. 13. ¢ Thou art of purer eye
than to belkold ev 11 and C'm{t not look up.
on iniquity.” Ifa. xxxiil. ¢ Who amont
ws fhall dwell with the devouring fire? Wh
among us fhall dwell with everlafting burn.
ings ¢  Rom. i. 32. ¢ Who knowing the
judgment of God, that they which commit
¢ fuch things are worthy of death.” Rom
ni. g, 6. ¢ 1s God unri ghteous who takerh
¢ vengeance? I {peak as a man, God forbid!
¢ for then how fhall God Judge the world?

o Thefl. i. 6. ¢ It is a righteous thing with
¢ God to recompence tribulation to them that
¢ trouble you.” Heb. xii. 29. ¢ For our God
# is a confuming fire.” From Deut. 1v. 24.

. That God hath alfo engaged his veracity
and faithfulnefs, 1n the fanétion of the law,
not to leave fin unpunithed. Gen. n. 17.
¢ In the day thou eateft thereof, thou fhalt
g furely die.” Deut. xxvil. 26. ¢ Curfed behhe

¢ that

™,

. U R SR+ WY SR 1
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¢ that confirmeth not all the words of this law
¢ t0 do them.” Inthis {tate and condition all
| mankind, had they been leit without divine
 aid and help, mullt have perifhed cternally.

| 6. That God out of his infinite gopdnefs,
g orace, and love to mankind, fent his only
8 Son to fave and deliver them out of this con-
B dition. Matth. 1. 21. € Thou fhalt call his
! ¢name Jefus, for he fthallfave his pcople from
4 ¢ their ins.” John iii. 16, 17. ¢ God fo loved
§ ¢ the world, that he gave his only begotten
d ¢ Son, that wholfoever believeth in him fhould
B < not perifh, but have everlafting life. For
l ¢ God {ent not his Son 1nto the world to con-
§ ¢ demn the world, but that the world through
| ¢ him might be faved.” Rom. v. 8. ¢ God
¢ commendeth his love towards us, 1n that
‘while we were yet finners Chrift died for
t‘us.” 1 John iv. g. ¢ In this was manifefled
B ¢ the love of God towards us, becaufe God
¢ {fent his only begotten Son into the world,
‘ that we might live through him.” Verle 10.
R ¢ Herein is love, not that we loved God, but
§ ¢ that he loved us, and fent his Son to bea
‘ propitiation for our fins.” - 1 "Thef. i. 10.
§ ¢ Even Jefus, which delivereth us from the
¢ wrath to come.’

7. That this love was the fame 1n the Fa-
 ther and Son, afted diftinétly in the manner
that fhall be afterwards declared. So vain are

the pretences of men, who from the love of the
| L2 Father
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Father in this matter, would argue againft thg
love of the Son: or, on the contrary. -
8. 'T'hat the way 1n general, wuereby th
Son of God being incarnate was to fave lof
{inners, was by a {ubftitution of hiumnfelf, a
cordmp tothe defign and appointment ofGod
in the room of thofe whom he was to fave
2 Cor. v. 2t. ¢ e hath made him to be fin
¢ for us, who knewno fin, that we might be.
¢ come the righteoufnefs of Ged In him.)~
Gal i11. 13. ¢ Chrift hath redecemed us from
t]*e curfe of the Iaw, being made a curfe for
“us.” - Rom. v. 7, 8. ¢ Yor {carcely for a
¢ nghteous man will one die, yet peradven|
¢ ture for a good man fome will even dare 1
. ¢ die: but God commendeth his love towards
¢ us, in that while we were yet finners Chrift
< died for us.” Rom. viii. 3. ¢ For what the
¢ law could not do, in that it was weak thro’
¢ the flefh, God fending his own Son in the
* likenefls of fintul flefh, and for {in condemn.
¢ ed fin in the flefh, that the nghteou Mefs of
¢ the law nmitght be fulfilled in us.” 1 Pet. il
2.1. ¢ Who his ownfelf bare our {ins in his own
*body on the tree.” Chap.iii. 8. ¢ FFor Chrift
¢ alfo hath once fuffered for us, the juft for
< the unjuft,that he might bring us unto God.’
All thcie expreﬂions undeniably evince a fub-
ftitution of Chrift, as to fuffering in the {tead
of them whom he was to fave. 'Which in ge-
neral 1s all that we intend by his fatisfaction:

namely, that he was made ¢ {in for us, a curle
<, for
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| ¢ for us, died for us,”.thatis, in our f{tead,
that we might be faved from the wrath to.

come. ..nd all thefe expreflions, as to thar
true genuine mportance fhall be vindicated,
as occafion fhall require.

g. This way of his {aving finncers, is, in par-
ucular, feveral ways exprefled in the {fcripture.
As, ; *

Iir/?, 'That he oftered himlfelf a facrifice to
God, to make atonement for our fins, and
that in his death and fufterings. Ha. hii ro.
‘ When thou fhalt make his foul an offering
‘for fin.>  John1i. 29. ¢ Behold the Lamb of
‘ God, who taketh away the {ins of the world.’
Iph. v. 1. ¢ Chrift hath loved us, and hath
‘ given himlfelf for us, an offering and a facri-.
‘fice to God for a fweet fmelling favour.”
Hebt 1. 17. ¢ Was a merciful high-prieft in
‘things pertaining to God, .to make rccon-
‘ ciliation for the fins of the people.” Heb.
IX. 13, 12, 13, 14. ¢ But Chnift being come
‘ an high-prieft of good things to come, by a
‘ greater and moreperfeft tabernacle not made
‘ with hands, that is.to {fay, not of this build-
‘ing; neither by the blood of goats and calves,
‘but by his own blood, he cntered in once
‘into the holy place, having obtained eternal
‘redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls,,
‘&c. howmuch more fhall the blood of Chrift,
‘who through the eternal Spirit offered him--
“ielf without fpot to God,.purge your con-
‘Iclences from dead works? :

L 3 Secondly,

L
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Secondly, That he redeemed us by paying 2
price, a ranfom for our redemptmn Mark
x. 45. ¢ The Son of man came to give his life
¢ a ranfom for many.” 1 Cor. vi. 20. ¢ Foy
‘ ye are bought with a price.” vii. 23. 1 Tim,
i1. 6. ¢ Who gave himfelf a ranfom for all to
¢ be teftified in due time.” Tit. 1. 14. ¢ Who
¢ gave himfelf tor us, that he might redeem
¢ us from all iniquity.” 1 Pet. 1. 18. ¢ For we
¢ were not redeemed with filver and gold and
¢ corruptible things.” Ver. 1. ¢ But with the
¢ precious blood of Chrift, as of a Lamb with.
¢ out blemifh, and without {pot.’

T hirdly, That he bare our fins, or the pu.
nifhment due unto them. Ifa. lii. 5. ¢ He
‘ was wounded for our tranfgreffions, he was
¢ bruiled for our iniquities, the chaftifement
¢ of our peace was upon him, and with his
 {tripes are we healed. All we like theep have
¢ gone aftray, we have turned every one to
< his own way, and the Lord hath laid on him
¢ the iniquity of us all.> Ver. 11. ¢For he
¢ fhall bear their iniguities.” 1 Pet. ii. 24
¢ Who his own felf bare our fins in his own
¢ body on the tree.’

Fourthly, That he anfwered the Iaw, and the
penalty of it. Rom. viii. 3. ¢ God fent forth
¢ his Son in the likenefs of finful flefh, and for
¢ in condemned fin in the fleth; that the rlgh
¢ teoufnefls of the law might be Fulfilled in us’
Gal. iii. 13. ¢ Chrift hath redeemed wus from

¢ the curfe of the law, being made a curfe for
¢ usy

P
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¢ us.”. Chap. iv. 4, 5. ¢ God {ent forth his Son

¢« made of 2 woman, made under the law, to

¢ redeem them that were under the law.’
Fiftisly, That he died for fin, and finners,
to expiate the one,and in the {teadof the other.
Rom.iv. 25. ¢ He was delivered for our of-
¢ fences.” Rom.v.10. ¢ When we were ene-
¢ mies, we were reconciled unto God by the
¢ death of his Son. 1 Cor. xv. 3. ¢ Chri{t died
¢ for our fins according to the {criptures.” 2
Cor.v. 14. ¢ FFor the love ot Chrift conftrain-
¢ eth us, becaufe we thus judge, thatif one died
¢ for all, then were all dead.” 1 Thef. v. g, 10.
Sixthly, Hence, on the part of God, itis af-
firmed, that ¢ he {pared him not, but delivered
‘him up for us all,” Rom. viii. 32. And
cauled all our iniquities to meet upon him,

Haiah In. 6.

. Sewventbly, The efte&k hercof was, (1.) That
the righteouinefs of God was glorified. Rom.
L. 25,.26. ¢ Whom God hath fet forth to be
¢ a propitiation through faith in his blood, to
¢ declare his righteouinefs for the remiffion of
‘ fins.” «(2.) The law fulfilled and fatisfied, as
in the places before quoted, Rom.viii. 3. Gal.
il 13,14. Gal. 1v. 5. (3.) God reconciled.
2 Cor. v. 18, 19. * God was in Chrift recon-
¢ ciing the world unto himfelf, not imputing
¢ their trefpafles unto them.” Heb. ii. 17. ¢ He
‘ made reconciliation for thefinsof thepeople.’
(4.) Atonement was made for fin. Rom.yv.
11. ¢ By whom we have now received the a-
- tonement.’
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¢ tonement.” And peace was made with Gad.
Eph 1 14. ¢ For he 1s our peace, who hath
¢ made hoth one, that he might reconcile both
¢ unto God in one body by the crofs, having
< {lain the enmity thereby.” (5.) Made an end
of fin, Dan. xi. 24- ¢ To finifh tranigreflion, to
‘ make an end of fins, to make reconcihation
¢ for iniquity, and to bring in everlaiting righ-
¢ teoulnefs.” The glory of God in all thefe
things being exalted, himfelf was well pleafed,
and righteoufnefs and everlafting redemption,
or falvation, purchafed for finners. Yor in
that the chaftifement of ocur peace was upon
him, and -that by his {tripes we are healed, he
being punifhed that we might go free, himfelf
became a Captain of {alvation unto all that do
obey him ' .

I have fixed on thefe particulars to give eve-
ry ordinary reader an inftance, how fully and
plainly what he 1s to believe in this matter is
revealed in {cripture. And fhould F produce
all the teftimonies, which exprefsly give wit-
nefs unto thefe pofitions, it 1s known how
great a part of the Bible muft be tranfcribed.
And thefe are the things that are indifpenfibly
required of us to believe, that we may be able
to dire&t and regulate our obedience accord-
ing to the mind and will of God.

%n the explanation of this do&rine unto fur-
ther edification, {fundry things are ufually in-
filted on, which neceflarily and infallibly enfue
upon the propofitions of {cripture before laid
| | | d)'ﬁVi .
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down; and ferve to beget in the minds of be-
lievers 2 due apprehenfion and right under-
ftanding of them. As,

i- That God in this matter i3 to be confi-
dered as the chief, fupreme,abfolutereétor and
governor of all; as the Lord of the law, and of
finners; but yet {o as an oftended ruler. Not
as anoffended perfon,but as anoftended ruler,
who hathright toexat punithment upon tranf-
greffors, and whofe righteoulnefs of rule re-
quires that he fhould fo do. *

2. That becaufe he is righteous and holy, as
he is the {fupreme Judge of all the world, it is
neceffary that he do right in the punifhing of
fin, without which the order of the creation
cannot be preferved. For {in béing the crea-
tures dedultion of itfelf from the order of its
dependance upon and obedrence unto the Cre-
ator, and fupreme Lord of all; without a re-
duction of it by punithment, confufion would
be brought into the whole creation.

3. 'That whereas the law and the fan&ion
of i1t '1s the moral, or declarative caufe of the
punifhment of fin, and it direltly obligeth the
finner himfelf unto punrhment; God, as the
fupreme ruler, difpenfeth not with the a& of
the law, but the immediate object; and {ubfti-
tutes another Sufferer in the room of them
who are principally liable unto the fentence of
1t, and are new to be acquitted or freed; that
{0 the law may be fatisfied, requiring the pu-
nifhmentoffin,juftice exalted, whereof the law
Is an cffet, and yet the finner faved.
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4. That the perfon thus fubftituted was the
Son of God incarnate, who had powerfo todif-
poie of himfelf, with will and readinefs for it;
and was upon the account of the dignity of
his perion, able to anfwer the penalty, which
all others had incurred and deferved.

5. That God upon his voluntary fulception
of this oflice, and condefcention to this work,
did fo lay our fins in and by the {entence of
. the law upon him, that he made thercin full
fatisfaction for whatever legally could be char-
ged on them, for whom he died or fuffered.

6. That the {pecial way, terms, and condi-

tions whereby and whereon finners may be
interefted in this fatisfation made by Chriit,
ate determined by the will of God, and de-
clared in the {cripture.
- Thefe and thelikethings are ufually infifted
on in the explication or declaration of this
head of our confeflion. And there is not any
of them but may be fufficiently confirmed by
divine teftimonies. It may be allo farther e-
vinced, that there is nothing aflerted in them,
but what is excellently {uited unto the com-
“mon notions which mankind hath of God and
his righteoufnefs; and that in their practice
they an{wer the hght of nature, and common
reafon, exemplified in fundry inftances among
the nations of the world.

I fhall therefore take one argument from
foine of the tefltimonies before produced 1n
confirmation of this facred truth, and proceed

G
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to remove the obje&ions that are commonly
panded againit 1t.

1f the Lord Chrift, according to the will of
the Father,and by his own counfel and choice,
Was fubﬁituted, and did fubftitute him{elf as a
Mediator of the covenant, in the room and in
the {tead of finners, that they might be faved,
and therein bear their fins, or the punifhinent
due unto their fins, by undergoing the curfe
and penalty of the law; and therein allo ac-
cording to the will of God offered up himfelf
for a propitiatory, expiatory facrifice, to make
atonement for fin, and reconciliation for {in-
ners, that the jufhce of God being appealed,
and the law fulfilled, they might go free, or be
delivered from thewrath to come; and if there-
in alfo he paid a real fatisfadtory price for their
redemption: then he made faustaction to God
for in. For thefe are the things that we in-
tend by that expreflion of fatisfa¢tion. But now
all thofe things are openly and fully witnefied
unto in the teftimonies before produced, as
may be obierved by fuiting fome of them unto
the feveral particulars here aflerted. As,

1. What was done in this matter, was from
the will, purpofe, and love of God the Father.
Plalm xl. 6, 7, 8. Heb. x. 5,6,7. Aésiv.
28. John ui. 16. Rom. viil. 3

2. It was alfe done by his own voluntary
confent, Phil. i1. 6, 7.

He was fubﬂ:tuted and did fubftitute
lqimfelf as the Mediator of the covenant, in the

room
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room and {tead of finners, that they may be
faved, Heb. x. 5, 6, 7: Chap. vii. 22. ‘Rom.-
1. 25, 26. Rom. v. 7, 8. *

4. And he did therein bear their {ins, or the
punifbment due to their fins, lfa. liii. 6---11.
1 Pet. 1. 23.  And this,

5. By undergoing the curfe and penalty of
the law, Gal. 1ii. 13. Or the punifhment of
{in required bythelaw, 2 Cor.v.21. Rem.vii. 1,

6. Herein alfo,according to the will of God,
he oftered up himfelf a propitiatory and expia-
tory facrifice, to make an atonement for {in,
and a reconciliation for finners, Eph. v. 2.
Rom. n. 1#. Heb.ix. 11,512,173, 14. Which
ke did that the juftice of God being fatisfied,
and the law fulfilled, finners might be freed
trom the wrath to come, Rom.iii.2 5. 1" Thel.x.

- 7. And hereby alfo paid a real price of re-
demption for {fin and finners, 1 Pet. i. 17, 18.
1 Cor. vi. 20. Thefe are the things which we
are to believe concerning the {atisfation of
Chrift, and our explication of this doétrine we
are ready to defend, when called thereunto.

‘The confideration of the objettions, which
are raifed again{t this great fundamental truth,
fhall clofe this difcourfe. And they are of two
forts. Firft, in general, to the whole doétrine,
as declaredy or fome of the more fignal heads,
or parts of it. Secondly, particular inftances
in this or that fuppofal, as confequences of
the doflrinie aflerted. .And in general,

1. They fay, this is contrary to, and incon-

fiitert
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titent with the love, grace, mercy, and good-
nels of God, which are {fo celebrated in the
fcriptures as the principal properties of his
nature, and acts ot his will, wherein he will
be glorified, efpecially contrary to: the free- .
dom of forgivenefs, which we are encouraged
to expet, and commanded to believe. - And
this exception they endeavour to firin by tefli-
monies, that the l.ord is gooed and gracious,
and that he deoth ftreely for give us our fins-
and trefpafles. -,
Anfwer: Firt, I readily grant that Whatevel
is really contrary to the grace, goodnels, and
mercy of God, whatever is .inconfifltent with
the free forgwenef s of fin is not to be admitted:
For thefe things are fully revealad in the fcrip-
ture, and muft have a confaftency with what-
ever elfe is therein revealed of God or his will:
Sccondly, As God is good, and gracious, and
merciful; fo alfo he is holy, righteous, true,
and faithful. And thefe things are no lefs re-
vealed concerning him than the other; and are
no lefs eflential - properties of . his nature than
his goodnefs and grace. And as they are all
eflentially the famein him,and confidered only
under a different- habitude or refpect, as they
are exerted by.aéts of his will;. fo it belongs to
his infinite wifdom, that the eﬁe&s of them,
tho’ divers, and produced by divers ways and
means, may no way be contrary one.to the o-
ther: but that mercy may be exercifed; with-
out the” prejudice of juftice or hohnefs, and .
' jultice



‘134 THE DOCTRINE OF THE

3ufhce be preferved inmtire, withdéut any ob.
ftruion to the exercife of mercy.

Thirdly, The graceandlove ot God,that i
this matterthe {cripture révealstobe exercifed,
an order-untothe forgivenefsof ‘finners, condifl;
principally in two thmgs: (1.) n his holy eter..
nal purpofeot providinga reliet for loft finners,
Ide hath done ity o the praile of the glory of
his grace, £ph.1. 6. (2.) In the {fending hi;
Soh 1 the pur{uit,and for'the accomplifhinent
of the holy purpofe of his will. .and -grace
Herem moft eminently doth'theé foripture cele.
brate the love, goodnefs and kindnefs of God
as that whereby in infinite and for ever to be
ddored wifdom and grace, he made way fof
the forgivenefs of cur fins, John iit. 16. ¢ God
¢ {fo loved the world, as he gave his only be-

¢ gotten Son.” Rom. iii. 24, 25. ¢ Whom he
< ‘hath fet forth-to be apropmatlon thro’ faith

¢.in this blood.”. Rom. v. 7, 8. ¢ God com-
¢ mendeth his love towards. us, in that while
< we were yet fmners, ‘Chrift died for us,” T
iii. 4. 1 John iv. 8,.9. Herein confifts that
Ever tobe ddoréd love,goodnels,grace, mercy,
and condefcenfion: of God. Add hereunm,
that in that:a& iof .oalling! our  iniquities to
meet onx: Chrilt, whetdin ‘hé immeédiately in-
tended: the declamtwn of Lis juftice, Rom. ik
2 5. (not: {purinig h}m, H1 dahvermg him up to
death for us alrl Rom.'vin. g2.) here wasa
blefted hﬁrmony in . the hlmhe& }m{hce and

inoﬂ excellent igrace, and mercy ‘This. gra(l:e,
- t18

L



TRIN{TY VINDICATED. 135

this goodnefs, this love of God toward man-
kind, toward {inners, our adverf{aries in this
matter neither know, nor underftand; and fo
indeed, whag lies in them, remove the tounda-
eion of the whole geipel, and of gll that faith
and obedience which Godrequirgsatour hands.
Fourthly, Yorgivenets, or the aftual condor
nation .of finners, the pardon aad forgivenefs
of ins, 1s free; but yet fo, as 1t 1s every where
reftrained Gmto a relpet wnto Chrill, ynto his
death apd Dblood-fhedding, Yph. 1 7. « We
‘have redemption in his bleed, even the for-
¢ giverefs- of fins,” chap. iv. 32. ¢ 'God for
¢ Chridt’s {ake bath forgiven you,” Rom. iil.
15, 26, ¢ God hath {et him ferth to be a pro-
¢ pitiation threugh faith in his blood, to der
¢ clare his righteoufiefs for the forgivenefs of
“ fins.” It is ablolutely free, in refpeét of all im-
mediate tranfadtions between Godand [inners.
It is free on the part of God. (1.)In the
eternal purpole of 1t, when he might juitly
have fuftfered all men to have perifhed ynder
the guilt of their fins, (2.) ¥ree in the means
that he ufed to efteét it to hisglory. 1.In the
fending of his Son. 2. In laying the punifh-
ment of our fin upon him. 3. In his covenant
with him,that 1t fhould be accepted on our be-
halt. 4. In bis tender and propofal of it by
the gofpel unto {inners, to be received without
morey, or without price. 5. Inthe a&tual con~
donation and pardon of them that do believe.
It 1s'free alfo on the part of the pexfous that

| | 3 M 2 | are.
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are forgiven. (1.)Inthatit is given and grant:
ed to them, without any fatisfation made by
them for their former tranfgreflions. (2.)
‘Without any merit to 'purcha%e Or procure it,
(3.)- Without any pena! fatisfaltory {fuffering
here, or in a purgatory hereafier. (4.) With.
out any expectation of a tuture recompence,
or that being pardoned, they fhould then make
or give any fatisfa&tion for what they had
~done betore. And as anyof thefethings would,
{o nothing elfe can impeach the freedom of
pardon and forgivenefs. - | ;

W hether then we refpeét the pardoner, or
the pardoned, pardon is every where free:
namely, on the part of God who forgives, and
on the part of finners that are forgiven, If
God now hath, befides all this, provided him-
{felf a lamb for a facrifice: if he hath in infi
nite wildom and grace found a way, thus freely
to forgive us-our fins, to the praife and glory
of his own holinefs, righteoufnefs, and feve.
rity againit 1in; as well as unto the unfpeak.
able advancement of that grace, goodnefs and
bounty: which he immediately exercifeth in
the pardon of fin: -are thefe men’s eyes evil,
becaufe he is good? will they not be content.
cd to be pardoned, unlefs they may have n
at the rate of difpoiling God of his holinefs,
truth, righteoufnefs and faithfulnefs? and as
this is certainly done by that way of pardon
which thefe men prepofe, no referve in the
leaft being made for the glory of God in tlllmlfe
fLL oly
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holy properties of liis nature, which are im-
mediately injured and oppoled by fin; {o that
pardon itfelf, which they pretend {o to mag-
nify, having nothmq to influence it, but a mere
arbitrary act of God’s will, is utterly debafed
from its OWn proper worth and excellency.
And I fhall willingly undertake to manitelt,

that they derogate no lels from grace and mer-
¢y in pardon, than they do from the righte-
oulnefs and holinefs of God, by the forgive-
nels which they have fugned and that in 1t
both of them are perverted, and defpoiled of
all their glory.  But they yet {ay:

Firft, 1t God can feely pardon fin, why
doth he not do it without fausfaction? it he
eannot, he is weaker and more imperfect than
man, who can do fe.

Anfw. r. God cannot-do many things that
men can do; not that he 1s more 1mpertfect
than they, but he cannot do them. on the ac-
count of his perteCtion. Ilecannot lie, he can-
not deny himfelf, he cannot. change, which
men can do, and do_every- day.

2, To pardon fin without fatisfa&ionin him,
who is abfolutely holy, righteous, true and
faithful, the abfolute neceflary fupreme gover-
nor of all ﬁnners, the author .of the law, and
fanttion of it, wherein puniflunent is threat-
ened and declared is to deny himfelf, and to
do what one mﬁmtc;.ly perfe&t cannot. do.

‘3. I afk of thefe men, . why God .doth not
pardon fins fre ely, w1th0ut requiring faith, re-

| ‘™' 3 pentance,
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pentance, and obedience in them that are par.
doned; yea, as the conditions on which thej
inay be pardoned? For feeing he is fo infinite.
ly good and gracious, cannot he pardon mey
without prefcribing fuch terms and condition;
unto them, as he knoweth that men, and tha
mcomp'u'ably the greateit number of them,
will never come up unte, and fo muft of ne.
cellity perifh forever. Yea, but they fay this
cannot be, neither doth this impeach the free.
dom ot pardon. For it is certain God doth
prefcribe thele things, and yet he pardoneth
treely: and it would altogether unbecome the
holy God to pardon finners, that continue fq
to live and die 1n their {ins.: But do not thele
men {ce, that they have hereby given away
their caufe which they contend tor? For ifa
prefcription of {uadry things to the fihner
himfelf, without which he fhall not be pardon
ed, do not at all impeach, as they {ay, the free.
dom of pardon, but God may be faid freely to
pardon {in notwithitanding it; how thali there.
ceiving of fatisfation byanother,nothing at a
bemng required.of the finner, have the leaft ap-
pearance of any fuch thing? If the freedom of
torgivenefs confifts in fuch a’boundlefs notion
as thefe men imagine, it 1s certain thatthe pre-
{cribing of faith and repentance in and unte
ﬁnners, antecedently to their antmxpa*tmn ofit,
- is much more evidently contrary unto it, chian
the recetving of fatisfadtion from another who
13 not to be pardoned, can to any appear to be,

And
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And if it be contrary to the holinefs. of God,
to pardon any without requiring faith, repen-
rance, and obedience in them, as it Is indeeds
let not thefe perions be offended, if we believe
hitn, when he {o frequently declares it, thatit
was fo to remit {in, without the fullilling of hig
law, and fatistaction ot his juftice. 'Lhey fay,
Seeondly, T'here 1s no fuch thing as juitice m
God requiring the punithment ot fin, but that
that, which inJum requireth andcalleth for the
punithment of. f{in, is his anger and wrath,
which expreflions denote iree acts: of his will,.
and not any eflential properties of his nature::
. fo that God may pumifh {in, or not puniflit, at
his pleafure. Therefore there is no reafon that
he thould require.any {atistaGion’ for fin, fee-
ing he:may pafs-it by abfolutely as he pleafeth,
Anfre. 1. Is it not firange, that the great
governor, the Judgeof all the world, which on
the fuppofition of the creation ot it, God i3
naturally and neceffanily, fhould not alfo na-
turally be fo righteous, as to.do right, in ren-~
dering unto every one according to his works?-
2. The fanction and penalty of the law,
whichis therule of punithment, was, as 1 fup.
pofe, an efted of jultice, of God’s natural and
eflential juflice, and not of his anger or wrath..
Certainly never did any man anake a law. for
the government ot a people in anger: Draco’s:
laws were not made in'wrath, but according to
the beft apprehenfion of right and juftice'that
he had, tho’ faid to be written m blood. And
thall we think otherwife of the law of God.
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. 3. Anger and wrath in God exprefs the ef.
felts of juftice; and fo are not merely free
acts of hv; will.  "U'his therefore is a tottering
caufe, that i1s built on the denial of God’s ef-
fential righteoufnefs. But it was proved be-
fore, and 1t is fo elfewhere.

T hirdly, Theylay that the facrifice of C hrift
was metaphorically only fo. ‘T'hat he was a
metaphorical prieft,not one properly fo called:
and therefore, that his facrifice did not confift
in his death and blood-fhedding, but.in his ap-
pearing in heaven, upon his afcenfion, pre-
fenting himfelf unto God in the moft holy
place, not made with hands, as the Mediator
- of the new covenant.

Anfw. 1. When once thefe men come to this
evafion, they think themfelves fafe, and that
they may gowhither they will withoutcentroul.
For they lay 1t 1s true, Chriit wasa prieft, bug
he was only 2 metaphorical one: he offered fa-
crifice, but it was a metaphorical one: he re.
deemed.us,butwithametaphoricalredemption.
-+ And-fo we are juftified thereon, but with a me-
taphorical juftification; and fo, for ought I
know, they are like to be fa,ved with a meta-
phorical falvation. "T'his is the fubftance of
their plea in this matter. Chrift was not really
a priefl, but did fomewhat Itke a prieft: he of-
ferf.d not facrifice yeally, but did fomewhat
that was like a facrifice: he redeemed us not
really, but did fomewhat that looked like re-

demption. And what thele things are, wherein
theiz
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their analogy €ofififteth, what proportion the
things that Chrift hath done have to'the things
that are really fo, trom -whence they recetve
their denomination, that it is meet 1t fhould be
in the power of thefe perfons to declare. But,

. What fhould hinder the death of Chrift
to be a facrifice, a proper {acrifice, and accord-
ing to the nature, -end, and ule of facrifices, to
have made. atonement ‘and fatisfa@ion for fin.
1. It is exprefsly called io ‘in the {cripture;
wherein he is faid to offer himfelf, to < make
¢ his foul an eﬁ'erlng, to offer himfelf a facri-
¢ fice,” Eph. v. 2. Heb.i. 3. -Heb. ix. 14, 23,
26.- Chap. vii. 27. And he’is himfelt directly
faid te be a Prieft, or a facrifice, Heb. ii. 18.
And 1t i1s no. where intimated, - much lefs ex-
prefled, that thefe things are not fpoken pro-
perly, but metaphorically only. 2. The legal
{acrifices of the old law wereinftituted on pur-
pofe, to reprefent and prepare the - way for the
bringing in of the facrifice of the Lambof God,
fo to take away the fin of the world. And is it
not {trange, that true and real {acrifices thould
be types and reprefentations of that which was
not fo? - On:this fuppofition all thofe facrifices
are but fo many'feduétions from the right un-
derftandingof things between Godand finners.

(3. )Nothmg is wanting to render it a pro-
per propitiatory’ facrifice: For, 1. There was
the perfon oﬁc,rmq, and that was Chn[t him-
felf, Ieb. ix. 14. ¢ He offered himfelf unto
‘ God " He, thatis, the facnﬁcer, denotes the
‘perion
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perfon of Chrit, Geod and man; and himfelf,
as the facrifice, denotes his Buman nature,
whence God is faid to ¢ purchafe his ehurch
¢ with his own blood,” Adtsxx, 28. ¥Yor he
offered himfelf thro*the eternal-Spirit. So that,
. There was the matter of the {acrifice, which
was the humannature of Chridt, {oxt and body.,
His foul was made * anoffering for fin,” 1{a. lui,
10. And his body, the ¢ offering of the body of
¢ Jefus Chrift,’ Heb. xiil. 11. His blood efpe-
cially, which is often fymechdochically mey.
tioned for the' whole. - | *
(4.) His death had the nature of a facrifice.
For, 1. Therein: were the fins of men Iaid up.
on bim, and not in his entrance 1nto heaven:
¢ For he bare our fins in his own beody on the
¢ tree,” 1 Pet.di. 23, ¢ God made our fins then
f to meet upon him,” Ha, lii. 6. which gives
the fermality unto any facvifice. Lued in eu
capuet fit, is the formal reafon.of all propitia-
tory lacrifices, and ever was fo, as. is exprefsly
declared, Lev. xvi. 21;22. And the phrafe of
bearing fin, of besring iniquity, is conftantly
uled for the undergoing of the pumthment dug
to fin. 2.1t had the end of a proper facrifice;
it made expiation of fin, with recenciliation
with God, and fo took away that enmity that
was between God and finners, Heb.1. 3. Rom.
1i. 25, 26, Heb. ii. 17,18, Heb.v.10. Ren.
viii. 3. 2 Cor. v. 18,.19. And altho’ God
himfelf defigned, appointed, and contrived in
wildom, this way of reconciliation; as he _dllid
| the
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ihe ineans for the atoning of his 6Wwn anger to-
wards the friends of Job, commanding them
to go unto him, and, with him, offer facrifices
for themfelves, which he would accept, chap.
iv. 28. yet, as he was the fupreme governor,
the Lord -of all, attended with infinite juftice
and holinefs, atonement was made with him,
~and fatisfaction to him thereby.

What hath been {poken may {uffice to dif
cover thé emptmefs and weaknefs of thofe ext
ceptions which, 1n general, thefé men makeé
againft the truth before laid down from the
fcripture. A brief examination of {fome par-
ticular inftanc¢es, wherein they feek not fo
much to oppole, as to reproach the revelation
of this myitery of the gofpel, fthall put a clofe
to this difcourfe. It is faid then: '
~ Fir/l, That if this be fo, then it will follow,
that God Is gracious to forgive; afnd yet’tis im-
poflible for him,unlefsthedebt befully fatisfied.
- Anfw. 1. 1 fuppofe the confiifed and abrupt
expreflion of things hete, in words {carcely
aflording -a tolerable fenfe, is rather {rom
weaknefs than captioufnefs; and 'fo I thall Iex
the manner of the!propofal pafs.: - |

2. What if this fhould follows: ‘thatGod 'is
gracious to forgive fitiners, and yet will not,
cannot, ‘on ‘the account of his 6wn holnefs
and rightecufnels, altually forgive any, with-
out fatisfaétioharid atdnement: hadé for fin?
The worft that.cdn be héence conéluded is,
that the {fcripture'is true, wihich affitins -both
tkefe in many places. 3. This
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3. This fets out the exceeding greatnefs of
the grace of God in forgivenefs, that when fin
could not be forgiven without fatisfallion,
and the {inner himfelf could no way make any
fuch fatisfaltion; that he provided himfelf 5
facrifice or atonement, that the finner might
be difcharged and pardoned. |

4. Sin is not properly a debt; for then it
might be paid in kind, by {in itfelf; buti;
called fo, only becauie it binds over the finner
to punifhment, which is the fatisfalion to be
made tor that which is properly atran{greflion,
and improperly only a debts It is added,

Secondly, Hence it fols vs, that the finite

and nnpotent creature is more capable of ex-
tending mercy and forgivenefs, than the infi--
nitc and omnipotent Creator.
- Anfw. 1.. God being eflentially holy and
righteous, having engaged his faithfulnefs in
thie {andtion of the law, and being naturally
and neceflarily the governor and ruler of the
world; the forgiving of fin without fatisfac-
tion, would be no perfetion in him, but an
eftelt ot impotency, and imperfetion;-a.thing
which. God cannot do, as‘he cannot lie," nor
deny hiunfelf. o SRR

2. The direét contrary of what is infinuated,
is aflerted by this dotrine; for on the {fuppo-
fition of the fatisfaction and atonement infift-
ed on, not only. doth. God .freely forgive, but
that in.fuch a.way. of righteonfsiefs and good-
nefs, as no creature is-able:to conceive, 'or eeiic-

- L eio T prés
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prefs the glory and ex?ellency of it. Aqd to
fpeak of the poor having pardons of private
. men, upon particular offences againft them-
{elves, who are commanded fo to do, and have
no right nor authority to require or exact pu-
| nithment,noris any due uponthe mereaccount
of their own concernment, 1in comparifon with
the forgivenefls of God, arifeth out of a deep
ignorance of the whele matter under confi-
deration.
Thirdiy, 1t is added by them, that hence 1t
' follows, that God {o loved the world, that he
- pave his only Son to fave 1t; and yet that God
{tood oft in high difpleafure, and Chrift gave
himfelf as a complete fatisfaction to offended
juftice.
- Anfre. 1. Something thefe men would fay,
ir they knew what, or how. TIor, ¢ That
¢ God fo loved the world, as to give his only
¢ Son to {ave it,” 1s the expreflion of the {crip-
ture, and the toundation of the doétrine wholfe
truth we contend for. |
2. That Chrift offered him{elf to makeatone-
ment for finners, and therein made {atisfaétion
tothe jufticeof God, is the doctrineitfelf which
thefe men oppole, and notany confequentof it.
3. That God {tood off in high difpleafure, is
an expreflion which neither the {cripture ufetlr,
nor thofe who declare this dcélrine from
thence; nor is fuited unto the divine perfec-
tions, or the manner of divine operations.
That intended feems to be, that the righteouf-

nefs and law of God required the punifhment
' N due
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due to in to be undergone, and thereby fatis.
tfation to be made unto ‘God; which is ng
confequent of the doétrine, but the do&rine
it{elf. |

Ivwrthly, It is yet farther objeted, that if
Chrift made fatisfaétion for fin, then he did it
cither as God, -or as man,.or as-God and man,

Anfwe. 1. As-God and man. Adés xx. 28.
¢ God redeemed hischurch with hisownblood.’
1 jochniu. r6. ¢ EHerein was manifeft the love of
¢God,thathelaid down hislife forus,’Heb.1x.13,

2. This diiemma 1s propofed as that which
procceds on a fuppofition of our own princi-
ples, that Chrift 1s God and man in one per.
fon; which indeed makes the pretendcd diffi-
citlty to be vam, and a mere effet of igno.
rance: for all the mediitory aéts of Chrift be-
ing the acts of his perfon, muit of necefljty be
the aéts of him as God and man.

5. There 15 yet another miftake in this in
quiry; for fatisfaction is in it looked -on as a
real a&t, or operation of one, or the other
nature in. Chrift; when it is the apotelefma,
or effect of the altings, the doing and fuffering
- of Chrift; the dignity of what he did in refer-
ence unto the end for which he did it. For
the two natures are {o united in -Chrift, as not
10 have a third compound principle of phyfical
afts and operations thence arifing; but each
nature alte diftintly, according to its own be-
ing and properties; yet fo, as what is the 1m-
mediate aét of either nature, is the a& of him
who is ore in both,.from whence it hath its
dignity. 4. The
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4. The fum 1s: that in «ll the mediatory
attions of Chrift, we are to confider: (1.) The
agent,and that is the perfon of Chrift. (2.) Lhe
immediate principle,by which,and from which
the agent worketit; and that is the natures in
the perfon. {3.) The actions, which are the cf-
feCtual operations -of either nature. (4.) The
effect, or work, with refpedk to God and us;
and this rclates unto the perfon of the agent,
the Lord Chrift, Ged and mman. A blending of
the natures mto one commnion principle of o-
peration, as the compounding of mediums unto
onc end,is ridiculouily fuppoled 1nthis matter.

But~yet again, it 1s pretended, that fundry
confequences irreligious and irrational do en-
fue,upon a {fuppofitionof the {atistaction plead-
ed tor. 'What then are they?

lir/2, That it is unlawful and impoflible for
God Almighty to be gracious and merciful,
or to pardon tranfgreflors.

Anfw. 1. The milerable confufed mifappre-
henfion of things, which the propofal of this,
and the like confequences doth evidence, man-
ifefts fufficiently ,how unfit themakers of them
are to manage controverfies ot this nature.
For 1t is fuppofed, that for God to be gracious
and merciful,ortopardon finners,arethe fame;
~which is to confound the eflential properties of
his nature with the free aéts of his will.

2. Lawful or unlawful are terms that can
with no tolerable {enfe be ufed eoncerning

any properties of God; all which are natural
N 2 and
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and neceflary unto his belng, as goodnefs,
grace, and mercy in particular are.

3. Lhat it 1s impoilible for God to pardos
tranfgreflors, according to this doctrine, 15,
fond imagination; for it is only a declaration
of the manner how he doth it.

4. As God 1s gracious and merciful, fo alfy
he 1s holy, and righteous, and true; and it be.
came him, or was every way meet for him, in
his way of exercliing grace and mercy towards
inners, to order all things {o, as that 1t might
be done without the impeachment of his holi.
neis, rightf*oufnef@ and truth. It 1s{a1d again.

Secondly, 'That God was inevitably com.
pelled to this way of faving men. The high.
eft atiront of his uncontrollable nature!

Anfio. 1. Were the authors of thele ex-
ceptions put to declare what they mean by
God’s uwncontrollable nature, they would
hardly difentangle themfclves with common
{enfe. Such mafters of reafon are they indeed,
whatever they would fain pretend to be. Cons
trollable, or uncontrollable, refpet alting and
operations, not beings or natures.

2. That upon the principle oppofed by thefe
men, God was inevitably compelled to this
way of favmg men, is a fond and childifh
imagination. 'The whole bufinefs of the fal-
vation of men, according to this docltrine,
depends on a mere free fovereign a&t of God’s
will, exerting itfelf in a way of infinite wil-
dom holinefs, and grace.

3. The meaning of this objeion (if it hath
either
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either fenfe or meaning in 1t) 1s, that God
freely purpofing to fave loft finners, did it in
a way becoming his hoily nature, and righte-
ous law. What other courfe the infinite Wil-
dom could have taken for the [ticfaélinn of
his jultice we know not: that juftice was to be
fatisfied, and that this way 1t 1s done, we Lnow
and believe.

Thirdly, They fay it hence follows, That it
is unworthy of God to pardon, but not to in-
{ict punifhiment on the 1nnocent; or require a
fatistaction where there was nothinn‘ due.

Anfio 1. What 1s worthy or unworthy of
God, hunfclf alone knows, and of men not
any, but according to what he 1s. plcafed to
declare and reveal. But certainly it is un-
worthy any perfen, pretending to the lealt in-
terelt in ingenuity or the ufe of realon, to ufe
fuch frivolous inftances in any cafe of import-
ance, which have not the lcalt pretence of ar-
eument in them, but what arifeth from a grofa
mifapprehenfion, or miflreprefentation of
doctrine defigned to oppofition.

2. I'o pardon finners,1s a thing becoming the
coodnefls and grace of God; to do it by Chrilft,
that which becomeththem, a.nd his.holinefsand
righteoufnefs alfo. Rom. i, 25. Eph. 1. 6. 7.

3. The Lord Chnt was perfonally innocent:
but he ¢ who knew no. fin, was made fin for
‘us,” 2 Cor.v. 21. And as the Mediator and
Surety of the covenant, he was to anfwer for
the fins of them whom he undertook to fave
from the Wla*h to come, by giving himiclf a

N 3 r-;.llfOIIl
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ranfom for them, and making his foul an of.
fering for their fin.

4. That nothing is due to the juftice of Go(
for fin, thatis, that {in doth not in the juftice
of God deferve punifhment, is a good comfort.
able dotrine, for men thatare refolved to con.
tinue in their {ins whilft they live in this worlq.
The {cripture tells us, that Chrilt paid wha
he tock not; that ¢all our iniquities were
¢ caufed to meet upen him;’> that ¢ he bar
¢ them in his own body on the tree;’ that ¢ hi;
¢ foul was made an oftering for {fin,” and there.
by he made reconciliation or atonement for
the fins of the people. 1f theile perfons be
ctherwife minded, we cannot help it.

Fourthly, 1t 1s added, that this doctrine doth
not only difadvantage the true virtue and real
intent of Chrift’s lite and death, but-entirely
deprives God of that praife, which 1s owing
to his greateft love and goodnefs.

Anfw. 1.1 fuppole that this is the firft time,
that this doctrine fell under this imputation;
nor could it poflibly be liable unto this charge
from any, who did éither underitand it, or the
grounds cn which it i1s commonly oppoied.
For there is no end of this life or death of
Chrift, which the Socinians themfelves admit
of, but it is alfo allowed, and afferted in the
dotrine now called in_queftion. Do they fay,
that he taught the truth, or revealed the whole
mind and will of God concerning his worfhip
and our obedience? We f{ay the fame. Do

they fay, that by his death he bare teftimony

unto
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unto, and confirmed the truth which he had
taught ! It is alfo owned by us. Do they fay,
h'u: in what ‘he did, and {uflered, he {et us an
example, that we (hould labour after conform-
-ity unto? [t is what we aknowledge and teach.
Only we fay that all thefe things belong prin-
cipally to his prophetical othce. But W more-
over afirm and believe, that as a prleft¢ Or 1IN
the difcharge of his facerdotal othce, he did in
his death and fufferings, offer himfelf a {acri-
fice to God, to make atonement for our fins;
which they deny: and that he died for us, or
in our ftead, that we might go free; without
the faith and acknowledgment whereof no
part of the goipel can be rightly underftood.
All the ends then which themfelves aflign of
the life and death of Chrift, are by us granted;
and the principle one, which gives lite and
eficacy to the reft, 1s by them denied.

2. Neither.doth 1t fall under any poflible
imagination,thatthepraifedueunto God fhould
be eclipfed hereby. Thelove and kindnefs of
God towards us is in the {cripture fixed prin-
cipally and fundamentally, on his ¢ fending of
‘ his only begotten Son to die for us:’ and cer-
tainly the greater the work was that he had to
do, the greater ought our acknowledgment
of his love and kindnefs to be. But it is {aid,

Fifthly, That it reprelents the Son more
kind and compaflionate than the Father;
whereas if both be the fame God, then either
the Father is as loving as the Son, or the Son
as angry as the Father.

Anfaw. 1
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Anfioe 1. The {fcripture refereth the love
. of the Father unto two-heads. (1.) The fend-
ing of his Son to die for us, Johnui. 16. Rom.
v. 8. 1 John 1v. 8. (2.) In choofing finners
unto a participation of the fruits of his love,
Eph.1 3,4, 5,6. The love of the Son is ﬁxed
fignally on his altual giving himfelf to die for
us, Gal. 1. 20. Iph.v.25. Rev.1. 5. What
ballances thele perfons have got, to weigh
thele loves 1n, and to conclude which is the
greateft, or moft weighty, | know not.

2. Although only the actual difcharge of
his ofice be direltly afligned to the love of
Chrift; yet his condefcenfion in taking our
nature upon him, exprefled by his mind, Eph
Vi. 7 and the readinefs of his will, Pfalm.
xl. 8. doth eminently comprife love in it alfo.
- 3. The love of the Father, in fending of the
Son, was an at of his will, which being a
natural and eflential property of God, .1t was
fo far the act of the Son alfo, as he is partaker
of the fame nature; though eminently and in
refpelt of order it was peculiarly the aét of
the Father. - |

The anger of God againit {fin 1s an effe¢t of
his effential rlghteoufnefs and holinefs, which
belong to him as God; which yet hinders not,
but that both Father, and Son, and Spirit atted
love towards finners. 'Lhey fay again.

Sixthly, It robs God 'of the gift of his Son
for our redempuon, which the {criptures at-
tribute to the unmernited love he had for the
world; 1n atirming the Son purchafed that

redemption’
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redemption from the Father, by the' gift of
himfelf to God as our.complete fatisfaction.

Anfw. 1. ft were endlefs to confider the
improper and abiurd expreflions which are
made ufe of in thele exceptions; as here the
laft words have no tolerable fenfe in them ac-
cording to any principles whatever.

2. It the Son’s purchafling redemption for
it, procuring, obtaining it, do rob God of the
gift of his Son for our redemption; the Holy
Ghoit muft anfwer for 1t: for having obtained
for us, or procured, or purchafed eternal re-
demption, is the word ufed by himfelf, Heb. ix.
14. And to deny that he hath laid down his
lite a ranfom for us, and to have bought us
with a price, is openly to deny the golpel. In
a word, the great gift of God confifted in
giving his Son to obtain redemption for us.

3. Herein he offered himfelf unto God, and
cave himfelt for us; and if thefle perions are
oftended herewithal; what are we? that we
fhould with{tand God. They fay,

Sewenthly, Since Chrift could not pay what
was not his own, it follows that in the pay-
ment of his own, the cafe remains equally
grievous. Since the debt 1s not hereby abfol-
ved or forgiven, but transferred; and by cona
fequence we are no better provided for falva-
tion than before, owing that now to the Son,
which was once owing to the Father.

Anfw. The loofenefs and dubioufnels of the
expreflions here ufed, make an appearance
th:at there is fomething in them, when incéeed

tiere
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‘there 1s not. Thete is an allufioh 1n them to
a debt and a payment, which is the moft im-
proper expreflion that is ufed in this- matter,
and the interpretation thereot isto beregulated
by other proper expreflions of the {fame thing.
But to keep to the allufion, (1.) Chrift paid
his own, but not for himfelf, Dan. ix. 26.
(2.) Paying it for us, the debt 1s difcharged,
and our actual difcharge 1s to be given out,
according to the ways and means, and upon
- theconditions appointed and conftituted by the
Father and Son. (3.) When a debt is fo tranf.
ferred as that one is accepted in the room, and
obliged to payment in the ftead of another,
and that payment is made and accepted accor-
dingly, all lJaw and reafon require that the
original debtor be difcharged. (4.) What on
this account we owe to the Son, 1s praile,
thankfulnefs, and obedience, and not the debt
which he took upon himfelf, and difcharged
‘for us, when we were nonfolvent, by his love.
So that this matter 1s plain enough, and not
to be involved in fuch cloudy expreflions and
1ncoherent difcourfe, following the metaphor
of a debt. TFor if God be confidered as the
.creditor,we all as debtors,and being infolvent,
Chrift undertook out of his love to pay the
debt for us, and did fo accordingly, which
was accepted with God; it follows, that we
are to be difcharged upon God’s terms, and
under a new obligation unto his love, who
-hath made this fatisfa&tion for us, which we

fhall «eternally acknowledge. It is faid,
.Efg/.?fbfja
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Eighthly, It no way renders men beholding,
or in the leaft obliged to God, fince by their
do&rine he would not have abated us, nor
did he, Chrift, the lealt farthing; fo that the
acknowledgments are particularly the Son’s
which deftroys the current of fcripture tefli-
mony, for his good will towards men. O the
infamous portraiture this doftrine draws of
the infinite goodnefs! Is this your retribution
O injurious Satisfactionifts!

Anfw. This 1s but a bold repetition of what
in other words was mentioned before over and
over. Wherein the love of God in this mat-
ter confifted, and what 1s the obligation on us
unto thankfulnefs and obedience, hath been
before alfo declared. .And we are not to be
moved in fundamental truths, by vain excla-
mations of weak and unftable men. It is faid,

Ninthly, That God’s juitice 1s {atisfied for
ins paft, prefent, and to come, whereby God
and Chrift have loft both their power of en-
joining godlinefs, and prerogative of punifthing
difobedience; for what is once paid 1s ot re-
vocable: and if punifhment fhould arrefl any
tor their debts, it argues a breach on God or
Chrift’s part; or elfe that it hath not been
fufficiently folved and the penalty completely
{uftained by another. -

Anfw. The intention of this pretended con-
lequence of your doétrineis, thatuponafuppo-
fition of fatisfadtion made by Chriit, there is
no {olid foundation remaining for the prefcrip-
tion of faith, repentance, and obedience on the

one
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one hand, and of punifhing them who refufe fo
to obey, believe, or repent on the other.  "the
reajon of this inference infinuated, feems to he
this: that fin being fatisfied for, cannot be call-
ed again to an account. For the former part
of the pretended confequence, namely, that on
this fuppofition there i1s no foundation left for
the prefcription of godlinefs, 1 cannot difcern
any thing in the lealt looking towards the
confirmation of it, in the words of the obliga-
tion laid down. DBut thefe things are quite
otherwife, as 1s manifeft unto them that rcad
and obey the gofpel. For,

1. Chniil’s {fatisfaction for fins acquits not the
creature of that cependance on God, and duty
which he owes toGod, which, notwithftanding
that, God may juftly, and doth preferibe unto
him, fuitable to his cwn nature, holinefs, and
will. The whole of our regard unto GGod doth
not lie m anacquitment trom fin. It 1s more-
over required of us as a neceflary and indi-
penfible confequence of the relation wherean
we {tand unto him, that we hive to him and
obey him, whether {in be fatisfied for, or not.
The manner and meafure hereof are to be re-
oulated by his prefcriptions, which are fuited
to his own wifdom and our conditicn. And
they are now refered to the hecads mentioned
of faith, and repentance, and new obedicnce.

2. The fatigfa¢tion made for fin being not
made by the finner himfelf, there muft ol ne:
ceflity be a rule, crder, and law-conftitution
how the finner may come to be interefted in

it,

II'+
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“ it, and made Partaker of 1t. I‘or the cm}fe-
 quent of the freedom of one by the {uftering
of another, 1s not natural or neceflary, but
mult proceed and arife from a law-conftitu- -
tion, commpact, and agreement. Now the way
conftituted and appointed 1s that ot faith, ov
believing, as explained in the feripture. If men
believe not, they are no lefs liable to the pu-
nithment due to thetr fins, than it no fatisfac-
tion at all were made for finners. And where-
as it i3 added: ¢ Iorgetting that every one
‘muil appcar Dbefore the judgment-feat of
¢ Chnft, to receive according to the things
¢done in the body: yea, and every one muit
¢ oive an account ot himfelf to God:’ clofing
all with this:  But many more arc the grofs
abfurdities and blafphemies, that are the ge-
nuine fruits of this {fo confdently believed
doctrine of {atisfaction: I {av,

3. It 1s certain, that we muit all appear
before the judgment-feat of Chrilt, to receive
according to the things done in the body; and
therefore wo will be unto them at the great
day, who are not able to plead che atonement
made for their fins by the blood of Chriit, and
m evidence of their intereft therein by their
laith and obedience, or the things done and
vrought in them, and by them, whillt they
vere in the body here in this world. And
this it would better become perfons to betake
themfelves unto the confideration of, than to
exercife themifelves unto an unparallelled
onfidence in reproaching thofe with abfurdi-
. O ties

-

23
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ties and blafphemies, who believe the deity
and fatisfa&tion of Jefus Chrift, the Son of the
diving God, who died for us, which is the
ground and bottom of all our expectation of
a bleflfed life and immortality to come.

The removal of thefe objeftions againft the
tiuth, fcattered of late up and down in the
hands ef all forts of men, may fuflice for our
prefent purpofe. If any amonglt thefe men,
who judge that they have an ability to manage
the, oppofition againie the truth, as declared
by is, with fuch pleas, arguments, and ex.
ceptions, as amay pretend an intereft in ap.
pearing rcafon, they fhall, God afiifting, be
attended unto, With men given up to a {pirit
of railing or teviling, though it be no {mall
honour to be reproached by them, who rejet
with fcorn the eternal Deity of the Son of
God, and the {atistaétory atonement that he
made for the fins of men, no perfon of fo
briety will contend. And I fhall further only
defire the reader to take notice, that though
thefe few fheets were written in few hours,
upon the defire, and- for the fatisfaltion of
fome private friends, and therefore contan
merely an expreflion of prefent thought,
without the lealt defign or diverfion of mind
towards accuracy or ornament; yet the author
is fo far confident that the truth, and nothing
-elfe, 1s propofed and confirmed in them, that
he fears not but that an oppofition to what i
here declared will be removed, and the truth
reinforced in fuch a way and imanner, as maj
.hot be to'Msdifadvantage. ’

-



AN APPENDIX.
@
THE preceding difcourfe, as hath been declar-
ed, was written for the ufe of ordinary Chriftians;
or fuch as might be in danger to be feduced, or
any way entangled in their minds, by the late at-
tempts againft the truths pleaded for. For thofe
to whom the dilpenfation of the gofpel 1s com- ’
mitted, are ©debtors both to the Greeks, and to
¢ the Barbarians; both to the wife, and to the
‘ unwile,” Rom. i. 14. It was therefore thought
meet to infift only on things neceflary, and fuch
as their faith is immediately concerned in; and
not to immix therewithal any fuch arguments or
confiderations, as might not by reafon of the
terms wherein they are exprefled, be obvious to
their capacity and underftanding. Unto plain-
nels and perfpicuity, brevity was alfo required,
by {uch as judged this work neceflary. That de-
fign we hope is anfwered, and now difcharged in.
fome uleful meafure. But yet becaufe many of
our arguments, on the head of the fatisfa@ion of
Chrift,. depend upon the genuine fignification
and notion of the words and terms, wherein the
doctrine of it 1s delivered, which for the reafons
before-mentioned could not conveniently be dif-
cufled in the toregoing difcourfe; I fhall here, in
fome few inftances, give an account of what far-
ther confirmation the truth might receive, by a
due explanation of them. And I fhall mention
here but few of them, becaufe a large differtatiofs - =
concerning them all 1s intended in another way.

Lir/t, For the term fatistaltion jglelf, it 1s

. Q2
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granted, that in this matter it 1s not found in th
fcripture. Fhat is, it is not fo pnrac, or_fillabicall,
but iS AAT 'r::: 'arf»ct'}"a;c -:Er a:r*r:p'fﬁrwc: the thillg itfé]f
intended 1s afferted in 1t, beyond all modeft con.
tradiétion. Neither indeed is there in the He
brew language any word that doth adequately
anfwer unto it; no, nor yet in the Greek. Ast
is ufed in this caufle, éyyvn, properly /[pomfs, fid.
Juffio, in its atual difcharge, maketh the nearef
approach unto it: marer waorér is uled to the fame
purpofe. But there are words and phrales both
in the Old Teftament, and in the New, that ar
equipollent unto it, and exprels the matter o
thing intended by it: asin the Old are, 71
and 9no 902, This laflt word we render {atisfac
tion, Num. xxxv. 32, 33. Where God denig
that any compenfation, facred or civil, fhall b
received to free a murderer from the punifhment
due unto him: Wwhich properly expreiieth whar
we 1intend. - ¢ Thou fhalt admit of no fatisfaction
¢ for the life of a murd=rer.® In the New Telta
ment, M;'rfav, ofr'r:'}..uvpor, ctf‘:ro?‘.t;'rfwmc, 7':/11#}, fhﬁu,ué;,
,Hl'ld the VEI‘bS, '?LUTPHY, ot,:?rahv?'f:;r, EEccyoFaECc-w, F NG Hts
Sy, are of the {fame importance; and fome of them
accommodated to exprefs the thing intended, be-
vend that which hath obtained in vulgar ufe. For
that which we intended hereby 1s, the voluntary
obedience unto death, and the paflion or fuffering
of our Lord Jefus Chrilt, God and man, whereby
gand wherein he oftered himfelf thirough the eter
nal Spirit, for a propitiatory facrifice that he
might fulfil the law, or anfwer all its univerfal
poftulata; and as our {ponfor, undertaking our
caufe, when we were under the {entence of con-
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" Jemnation, underwent the punifhment due to us
from the jullice of God, being transterred on
him; whereby having made a perfelt and ablolute
propitiation or atonement for our {ins, he pro-
cured for us a deliverance trom death, and the
curfe, and a right unto life everlafting. Now
this is more properly exprefled by fome of the
words before-mmentioned, than by that of fatis-
fattion; which yet neverthelefs as wufually ex-
plained, is comprehenfive, and no way unfuited
to the matter intended by it.

In general, men by this word underftand ei-
ther reparationem offenfe, or folutioncmn debiti: €l-
ther reparation made for offence given unto any,
or the payment ot a debt.  Dcbitum 1s etther
criminale, or pecuniariun: that is, either the ob-
noxioufnefs of a man to punithment for crimes,
-or the guilt of them, in anfwer to that juflice and
law which he is neceflarily liable and {ubject to;
or unto a payment or compenfation by, or of
money, or what is valued by it: which laft con-
fideration, neither in itfelf, nor in any reafonings
from an analogy unto it, can in this matter have
any proper place. Satisfaction is the effe& of
doing or fuffering what is required for the an-
Jwering of his charge againft faults or fins, who
“hath right, authority, and power to require, ex-
act, and infli¢t punifhment for them. Some of
the {choolmen define i1t, by woluntaria redditio
equivalentis indebiti: ot which more elfewhere.
The true meaning of to fatisfy, or make fatisfac-
tion, is tantum facere aut pati, quantum fatis fit
Jufte irato ad vindiélam. OT his fatisfaction is im-

' | 3
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pleaded, as inconfiftent with free remiflion of
fins: how caufelefly we have feen. It is fo fy
from it, that it is neceflary to make way for i,
in cafe of a righteous law tranfgrefled, and the
public order of the univerfal governor, and go.
vernment of all diturbed. And this God diredk
unto, l.ev.iv. 31. ¢ The prieft fhall make ag

¢ atonement for him,and it thall beforgiven him.’ |

This atohement was a legal fatisfaction; and it i
by God himfelf premifed to remiflion or pardon,
And Paul prays Philemon to forgive Onefimus,
though he took upon him to make fatisfaction

for all the wrong or damage he had fuftained,
“Phil. ver. 18,19. And when God was difpleafed

with the friends of Job, he prefcribes a way to

" them, or what they fhall do, and what they fhall

get done for them, that they might be accepted
and pardoned, Job xli. 7, 8. ¢ The Lord faid
¢ unto Eliphaz, my wrath is kindled againft thee,
¢ and againft thy two friends; therefore take un.
¢ to you now feven bullocks and feven rams, and

¢ go to my fervant Job, and offer up for your

¢ {elves a burnt offering, and my fervant Job fhall
¢ pray for you, for him will I accept; left I deal
¢ with you after your folly.” He plainly enjoin.
eth an atonement, that he might freely pardon
them. And both thefe, namely, fatisfa¢tion and
pardon, with their order and confiftency, were

. lolemnly reprefented by the great inftitution of

the facrifice of the {cape goat. For after all the
{ins of the people were put upon him, or the
punifhment of them transferred unto him ina
type and reprefentation, with quod in ejus raput fit,
the formal reafon of all facrifices propitiatory, he
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was fent away with them, denoting the oblation
or forgivenefs of fin, after a tranflation made of
its punithment, Lev. xvi. 21, 22. And whereas
it is not exprefsly faid, that that goat {uffered, or
was {lain, but was either Yns w Hircus aromopmaiocs
a goat fent away, or was fent to a rock called
Azazel in the wildernefs, as Vatablus and Ole-
after, with fome others, think, (which 1s not pro-
bable, feeing though it might then be done while
the people were in the wildernefs of Sinai; yet
could nrot by reafon of its diftance, when the peo-
ple were fettled in Canaan, be annually obferved)
it was from the poverty of the types, whereof no
one could fully reprefent that grace, which it had
particular vefpet unto. "What thercfore was
wanting in that goat, was {fupplied in the other,
which was flain as a {in oftering, v. 11, 16.
Neither doth it follow, that on the {uppofition
of the fatisfaltion pleaded for, the freedom, par-
don, or acquitment of the perfon originally guilty
and liable to punifhment, muft immediately and
ipfo facto enfue. It is not of the nature of every
folution or fatisfaétion, that deliverance muft
ipfo faclo follow. And the reafon of it is, be-
caufe this fatisfaction by a {fuccedaneous {ubftitu-
tion of one to undergo punifhment for another,
muft be founded in a voluntary compa&t and
acreement. For there is required unto it a re-
laxation of the law, though not as to the punithe
ment to be infli€ted, yet as unto the perfon to be
punitfhed. And 1t 1s otherwile in perfonal guilt,
than in pecuniary debts. In thefe the debt itfelf
is folely intended, the perfon only obliged with
reference thereunto. In the other, the perfon is
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~firft and principally under the obligation. Ang
therefore when a pecuniary debt i3 paid, by
whomioever 1t be paid, the obligation of the
perfon himfelf unto payment ceafeth ip/6 fack.
But in things criminal, the guilty perfon himfelf
being firfl, and immediately, and intentionally
under the obligation unto punifhment, when
there i1s introduced by compact a vicarious {olu-
tion i1n the fubftitution of another to fuffer; tho’
he fuffer the fame abfolutely, which thofe {hould
have done for whom he {uffers; yet becaufe of
the acceptation of his perfon to fuffer, which
might have been refufed, and could not be ad-
mitted, without fome relaxation of the law; de-
liverance of the guilty perfons cannot enfue iy |
facto, but by the intervention of the terms fixed |
on in the covenant or agreement, for an admit.
tance of the fubftitution.

It appears from what hath been {poken, that
in this matter of fatisfa&tion God is not confides-
ed as a creditor, and fin as a debt, and the law
as an obligation to the payment of that debt,
and the Lord Chrift as paying it; tho’ thefe no-
~ tions may have been ufed by {fome for the illuf-
tration of the whole matter, and that not with.
~ out countenance from {undry expreflions in the
fcripture to the fame purpofe: but God is con-
fidered as the infinitely holy and righteous author
.of the law, and {upreme governor of all man-
kind, according to the tenor and fantion of it
Man is confidered as a finner, a tranfgreffor of
that lJaw, and thereby obnoxious and liable to
the punifhment conftituted in it, ard by it, an-
fwerable unto the juftice and holinefs of 1ts au-
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thor: the fubftitution of Chrift was merely vo-
luntary on the part of God, and of himfelf, un-
dertaking to be a {ponfor to anfwer for the {ins
of men, by undergoing the punifhiment due unto
them. "L'o this end there was a relaxation of the
law, as to the perfons that were to {uffer, tho’
not as.to what was to be fuffered: without the
former,the {fubftitution mentioned couldnot tave
been admitted; and on {uppofition of the latter,
the fuffering. of Chriit could not have had the
nature of punifhment properly {fo ealled. For
punifhment relates to the juftice and righteoul-
nefs in government of him that exats it, and
infli€ts it: and this the juftice of God doth not,
but by the law. Nor could the law be any way
fatisfied, or fulfilled by the fuffering of Chrift,
if antecedently thereunto its obligation or power
of obliging unto the penalty confiituted .in its
fanétion vnto fin was relaxed, diffolved, or dif-
penfed withal. Nor was it agreeable to juftice,
nor would the nature of the things themfelves,
admit of -it, that another punifhment fhould be
infli¢ted on Chrift, than what we had deferved;
nor could our fin be the impulfive caule of his
death; nor could we have had any benefit there-
by. And this may {uffice to be added unto what
was {poken before, as to the nature of {atistaction,
lo far as the brevity of the difcourfe whereunto
we are confined will bear, or the ufe whereunto
it is defigned doth require. .
Secondly, The nature of the doftrine contend-
ed for being declared and clearéd, we may in
one or two inftances manifelt how evidently it
1§ revealed, and how fully it may be vindicated.
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It is then in the fcripture declared, that Chrift
died for us, that he died for our fins, and that
we are thereby delivered. This is the founda.
tion of the Chriftian religion as fuch. Without
the faith and acknowledgement of it we are not
Chriftians. Neither is it in thefe general terms
at all denied by the Socinians: It remains there.
fore that we confider,

1. How this is revealed and affirmed in the
{cripture: And, . -

2. What is the true meaning of the expref-
fions and propofitions, wherein it 1s revealed and
affirmed; for in them, as in fundry others, we af-
firm,that the fatisfation pleaded for 1s contained.

1. Chrift is faid to die, to give himfelf, to be
delivered voip nuar, &c. for us, for his theep, for
the life of the world, for finners, John vi. 1.
Chap. x. 15. Rom. v. 6. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. Gal.
ii. 20, Hebh, it. . Moreasver he is faid to die
J?J‘EF aE‘uaFﬂ;r, for ﬁns, 1 Cor. xv. 3. Gal. 1 4.
The end whereof every where exprefled in the
gofpel is, that we might be freed, delivered, and
{faved. Thefe things, as was faid, are agreed uns-
to and acknowledged.

2. The meaning and importance, we fay, of
thefe expreflions is, that Chrift died in our roam,
place, or {tead, undergoing the death or punifh.
ment which we {hould have undergone, in the
way and manner before declared. And thiss
the fatisfaétion we plead for.

It remains therefore, that both from the fcrip-
ture, and the proper fignification, and:conftant
ufe of the expreflions mentioned in other writers;
from the nature of the things treated of, add
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from the exemplification of them in the cuftoms
and ufages of the nations of the world; we do
evince and manifeft, that what we have laid down
is the true and proper {enfe of the words, wherein
the revelation of Chrift’s dying for us, is expref-
fed: fo that they who deny Chrift to have died
for us in this fenfe, do indeed deny that he pro-
perly died for us at all; whatever benefits they
grant, that by his death we may obtain.

Firf2, We may confider the ufe of this ex-
preflion 1n the fcripture, either indefinitely, or
in particular inftances.

Only we muft take this along with us, that
dying for fins and tranigreflions, being added
unto dying for finners or perfons, maketh the
fubftitution of one in the room and {tead of ano-
ther more evident, than when the dying of one
tor another only 1s mentioned. Tor whereas all
predicates are regulated by their fubjelts, and it
1s ridiculous to {ay, that one died in the {tead of
{insy the meaning can be no other, but the bear-
ing or anfwering of the {ins of the finner, in
whofe ftead any one dieth. And this is in the
fcripture declared to be the fenfe of that ex-
preflion, as we fhall {ee afterwards. Let us
theretore confider fome inftances. .

John x1. s0. "The words of Caiaphas’s coun-
fel are, ovugéper vuiv iva ég arbpomos amolavii vmep Tu
ALY, X N ONO¥ T ebrog cwonnTey, It is expedient for
us that one man fhould die for the people, and
that the wwhole nation perifb not. Which is

_exprefled again, Chap. xvill. 14. aworédey vaip Tv
ras, perifh for the people. Caiaphas feared that
it Chrift were fpared, the people would be de-
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ftroyed by the Romans. The way to free them,
he thought, was by the deftrultion of Chrifty
him thereforce he devoted to death m lieu of the
people.  As he: Unum pro multis dabitur Cepu,
¢ One head {kall be given for many.” Not unlike
the fpeech of Otho the empcror in Xiphilin,
when he flew hiinfelf to preferve his army. For
when they would have perfuaded bhim to renew
the war, after the defeat of fome of his forces,
and they offered to lay down their lives to {ecure
him; he replied, that he would not, adding this
realon: =.av 7:5;9 TY % :»t;:c:;;*'?w, é Smmc;ﬂfdv €51y, Em:;'::réfa
W&PT&JF, ;f'ﬂ'shht;; J:{U%F Erf:z; cwondhat. It iS .'['dl‘ bettcr,
and more juil that one fthould perifth, or die for
all; than that many fhould perifh for cne: that
is, one in the {tead of many, that they may go
free. Or as another {peaks:

’Effc:r -zrrff: @ Ay TWY /,u':zr l;'m'v‘.osp;;mq Beeicov, Fll]‘ip.
Lct one be given up to die in the ficad of all.  Jehn
x1l. 33. T '}v}(?}fr py vTép o oo, '1"11(-:y are the
words of St. Peter unto Chrift: [ i/l lay dewen
my life feor thee: to iree thee 1 will expofe my
own head to danger, my life to death, that thou
maveft live, and I die. 1t is plain that he in-
tended the fume thing with the celebrated Xy T
Juyar, of old, who expofed their own lives vy
ovri Juxne, for one another. Siuch were Damon
and Pythias, Oreftes and Pylades, Nifus and
‘Furialis. - Whence is that .faying of Seneca:
Succurram perituro, fod ut ipfe non pcream; nift )
Sfuturus ero magni pominis, aut magnaerer Meres.
¢ T will relieve or fuccour one that is ready to

¢ perifh, yet fo as I perifh not myfelf; unlels
¢ thereby 1 be taken in lieu of {ome great mam,
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¢ or great matter.” . For a great man, a man of -
oreat worth and ufefulnefs, I could perifh, or die
in his ftead, that he might live and go frees
We have a great example alfo of the import-
of this expreflion in thofe words of Dawvid con-
cerning Abfalom, 2 Sam. xvin. 33. =P o W
prn g Who wwill grant me to die, 1 for thee, or
in thy, ftead, My Son, Abfalom. It was never
doubted, but that David wifhed that he had died -
in the {tead of his fon; and to have undergone
the death which he did, to have preferved him
dive. As to the {fame purpofe, though in ano-
ther fenfe, Mezentius in Virgil exprefleth him-
felf, when his fon Laufus interpoiing between -
him and danger in battle, was flain by Aineas.
Tantare me lenuit vivendi, nate, voluptas,
Ut pro me hgftili patercr fuccedere dextree,
Quemgenui? tuane hec genstor per vilnera fervor?
Morte tua viviem?
‘Ilalt thou, O fon, fallen under the enemy’s
*hand in my {tead; am I faved by thy wounds;
‘do I live by thy death?’ .
And the word nrin ufed by David doth fig.
nify, when applied unto perfons, either a {uccel-
fion, or a fubftitution; {till the coming of one in-
to the place and room of another. When one
fucceeded to another in government, it 1s ex-
prefled by that word, 2 Sam. x. 1. 1 Kings vii. 7.
Chap. xix. 16. In other cafes it denotes a {ub-
fitution.  So Jehu tells his guard, that if any.
one of them let any of Baal’s priefts efcape; waoy
nnen er, 2 Kings x. 24.  His lfe fhould- go in
lhe 2ead of the life be bad fuffcred to oftcape.
And this anfwereth unto a7 1n the Greek,

1_)
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which 1s alfo ufed; in this matter, and ever de.
notes either equality, contrariety, or fubftitution,
The two former fenfes can here have no place,
the latter alone hath. So 1t 1s faid, that Arche.
Iaus reigned cfr':rf tHf&;EH 7;' TATPOS iv'r;, Mar. 11. I,
2. In the room or flead qf Herod bis father. So
éieahruo"c ém‘ écPBahM;, Jcﬁ;g a.r':r: oararra;, M'lt. Y. 38.
Is an eye for an eye, and a togth for a tooth. 'L'his
word alfo is ufed in exprefling the death of Chrift
for us. He caine, Joumf THY \Luxw QLUTY Au'rffar 2T
wonawr, Mat. xx. 28. - To give bis life a ranfom
for many, that 1s, in their ftead to die. So the
words are ufed again, Mark x. 45. And both
thefe notes of a fuccedaneous fubﬁitution are
301ned together, 1 Tim. 11. 6. o dvc tavror mwhwfor
v:vreg: wavrer. And this the Greeks call 7»¢ "'LUX”"'
mpiwabey, to buy any thing, to purchafe or procure
any thing, with the price of vne’s life. So Tigra-
nes in Xenophon, when Cyrus afked him what
he would give, or do, for the liberty of his wife,
'whom he had taken pnfoner, anfwered KAy Tor
\‘,vxmr @I Pt Wee /Mﬂ'ﬂ?u AT pOUS L TOUTHY, I cctll
purchafe her liberty with my life, or the price of my
Jfoul. “Whereon the Woman being freed, affirmed
afterwards, that fhe conﬁdered none in the com.
pany, but him who fald ©¢ THC \l/v%;} ay fz:rf:mu'rac WeE
wn ps Suaovew, that be %azdd purc/xg/é’ my liberty with
his own life. |
And thefe things are added on the occafion of
the inftances mentioned in the {cripture: whence
it appears, that this expreflion of dying for ano-
ther, hath no other {enie or meaning, but only
dying inftead of another, undergoing the death

that he fhould undergo, that he might go free,
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Andin this matter of Chrift’s dying for us, add
that he fo died for us, as that he alfo died for our
fins; that is, either to bear threir punifhiment,or to
expiate their guilt (for other {enfe the words can-
not admit) and he that pretends to give any other
fenfe of them, than that contended for, which
implies the whole of what lies in the doétrine of
futisfaltion, erit mili magnus Apollo, even he who
was the author of all gmbigusis oracles of old.
And this is the comnion {enfe of mori pro alio,
and pati gro alio, or pro alio difcrimen capitis fubire.
A fubftitution is {till denoted by that expreilion,
which fufficeth us in.this whole caufe; for we
know both into whofe room he came, and what
they were to fuffer. . Thus Entellus killing and

Aacrificing an Ox to Eryx in the {tead of Dares,

whom he was ready to have {flain, when he was
taken from him, exprefleth himf{felf:
Hanc tibi, Evyx, meliorem animam pro morte
Daretis
Perfolvo.
¢ He offered the ox, a better facrifice, in the {tead
¢ of Dares,” taken from him. So,
- w=Fratrem Pecllux alterna morte redemizt.
. And they {peak {o not only witli refpeét unto
death, but where ever any thing of durance or
fuffering is intended. So the angry maliter in
the comedian:
Verberibus cefum te, Dave, in piftrinum dedam
ufqiee ad necem:
Ea lege atque omine, ut fi inde te exemerim, ego
prote molam.
He threatened his fervant to caft him into prifon,
td be macerated to death with labour; and that
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with this engagement, that if he ever let hin
‘out he would grind for himy; that s, in his ftead,
‘Wheretore without offering violence to the com.
mon means of underitanding, thingsamong men,
another fenfe cannot be affixed to thefe words.

Secondly, The nature of the thing itfelf will
admit of no other expofition, than that given un.
to ity and it hath been manifoldly exemplified
among the natons of the world. For fuppofe
a man guilty of any erime, and on the account
thereof to be expofed unto danger from God or
-man, in a way of juftice, wrath, or vengeance,
“and when he is ready to be gtven up unto fuffer-
ing according unto’his:demerit, another fhould
.tender himfelf to die for him, that he might be
freed: let an appeal be made to the common rea-
fon and underftandings of all men, whither the
intention of this his dying for another be not,
‘that he fubftitutes -himielf in his ftead, to under-
go what he thould have done, however the trani-
lation of punifhment from one to another may
‘be brought aboiit and aflerted. For at prefent
we treat not of theright, but of the fa&t, or the
thing itfelf. And to deny this to be the cafe, as
to the fufferings of Chrift, is as far as I can un-
derftand, to fubvert the whole gofpel. |
Thirdly, Moreover, as was faid, this hath been
varioufly exemplified among the nations of the
world: whofe a&ings in fuch cafes, becaufe they
excellently thadow out the general notion of the
death of Chriit for others, for finners;and are ap-
pealedunto dire&tly by the apoftle to thispurpolc,
Rom.v.7,8. 1fhallin a tewinftances reflect upon.
Not to infilt on the voluntary furrogations’ot
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private perions, one into the room of another,
mutually. to undergo dangers and death for one
another, as before mentioned; 1 fhall only re-
member fome public tranfallions in reterence
unto cominunities, In nations, cities, or arniies.
Nothing 1s more celebrated amongit the ancients
than this, that when they fuppofed themlelves -
in danger, from the anger and difpleafure of
their gods, by realon of any guilt or crimes a-
mong them, lome one perfon fhould either de-
vote him{elf, or be devoted by the people, to die
for them, and therein to be made as it were an
expiatory {acrifice. For where fin is the caufe,
and God 1s the objelt, refpected, the making of
fatisfattion by undergoing punifhment, and ex-
piating of {in by a propitiatory facrifice, are but.
various expreflionsof the fame thing, Now thofe
who fo devoted themf{clves, as was faid, to die in .
the {tead of others, or to expiate their {ins, and
turn away the anger of the god they feared by the
death, defigned two things in whatthey did: Firft,
Thattheevils which wereimpendenton the people
and teared, might fall on themfelves, fo that the
people might go free: Secondly, That all good
things which themfelves defired, might be con-
terred on the people. Which things have a nota~
ble fhadow in them of the great expiatory facri-
fice, concerning which we treat, and expound
the expreflions wherein it is declared. The in
tance of the Decii is known, of whom the poet:
Plebeie deciarum anime, plebeia fucrunt
Nomina, pro totis legionibus bi tamen, et pro
Omnibus awxiliis, atques omni plebe Latina,
oufficiunt Diis infernis.
* 3 P 3
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The two Decn, Father and Son, in imminep;
dangers of the people, devoted themfelves, 3
feveral times, unto death and deflru&ion. Ang
(aith he, fufficiunt Diis infernis: ¢ they {atisfie]
¢ forthe whole people:’ adding the reafon whence
fo it might be:

o Pluris enim Decii, quam qui fervantur ad illis.
¢ T'hey were more to be valued, than all that
¢ were faved by them.” And the great hiftorian
doth excellently defcribe both the aétions, and
expetations, ot the one and the other, in what
they did. "1'he Irather, when the Roman army
commanded by himfelf and Titus Manlius, was
near a total ruin by the Latines, called for the
public prieft, and caufed him with the ufual fo.
lemn ceremonies to devote him to death, for the
deliverance and fafety of the army: after which
making his requelts to his gods, dii quorum ¢f
pote/tas noffrorum hoftiumgue; ¢ the gods that had
‘ power over them and their adverfaries,” as he
{uppofed, he caft himfelf into death by the fwords
of the enemy. Confpeclus ab utraque acie ali
quanto auguftior humano vifu, ficut celo miffies, pi-
culum omnis Deorum ire, qui peftem, ab [uis avcr-
Sfamy in boftes ferret. ¢ He was looked upon by
‘ both armies, as one more auguft than a man,
¢ as one {ent from heaven, to be a piacular facri-
¢ fice, to appeale the anger of the gods, and
 transfer deftruction from their own army to the
° enemies,’” Liv. lib. 8. His fon in like manner,
in a great and dangerous battle againft the Galls
and Samnites, wherein he commanded in chief,
devoting himfelf as his father had done, added
unto the former {olemn deprecations, pre fe.a}ere

fefe formidinem ac fugam, cedemque ac cruarepzl
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cleftium, et infernorum iras, Lib. 11. ¢ That he
¢ carried away before him’ (from thofe for whom
he devoted himfeli.) ¢ Fear and flight, flaughter
< and blood, the anger of the celeftial and infers-
¢nal gods. And as they did, in this devotng
themlielves, defign averruncare malum, deorunt
iras, luftrare populum, ai:t exercitum, piaculum fiers
or mepinun, arabnpue, amoxabapue, expiare crimina,

feelus, reatum, or to remove all evil from others,

by taking 1t on themlielves in their {tead; f{o alio

they thought they might, and intended in what
did toscovenant and contract for the good things

they defired. ~ So did thefe Decii, and f{o is

Menceceus reported to have done, when he de-
voted himfelf for the city. of Thebes, in danger
to be deltroyed by the Argives. So Papinius
introduceth him treating his gods:

Armorum fuperi, tuque O qui funere tante

Indulges mibi, Phabe, mori, date gaudia Thebis,

Luaz pepegt, et toto que fanguine prodigus emi.

He reckoned that he had not only repelled
all death and danger from Thebes, by his own;
but that he had purchafed joy, in peace and Ii-
berty for the people. |

And where there were none in public cala-
mities, that did voluntarily devote themfelves;
the people were wont to take fome obnoxious
perfon, to make him execrable, and to lay on
him, according to their fuperftition, all the wrath
of their gods, and fo give him up to deftrudtion.
Such the apoftle alludes unto, Rom. v. 3. 1 Cor.

iv. 9, 13. So the Malflilians were wont to ex-

plate their city by taking a perfon devoted,

» mprecating on his head all the evil{that the city
./ 'wWag obnexious unto, and <afting him into the
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fea, with thele words, wepidnue nuar yes: be thoy
our expiatory facrifice. . 'To which purpofe were
the {olemn words that many ufed in their cx.
piatary f{acrifices; as Herodotus teftifieth of the
Egyptians, brmgmg their offerings: {faith hx.,
X{IT'{IFEOFTG{! ‘fo Grﬁ ?'L"'}/GJ"TEC T}’JG'I Rﬁ?’xhl aiv’ E‘I‘Tf: /4{‘:?\.?\.0! }j
opiot Tolos Buer, n Alyuwre 7H cuumdcn xaroy yeréebu,
c—-;a: xatpahﬁr ':rr:w"rm Tpawzcgwh Tbéy [azd Z‘/Jc_’/t'? zmpre-
cations on their beads: That if any evil were bap-
pening towards the jacrificer, or alf Egypt, let it be
all turned and laid on this devoted head.

And the perfons whom theythus dealt withal,
‘and made execrate, were commonly the vileft
of the people or {uch as had rendered themfelves.
deteftable by their own crimmes; whence was the
complaint of the mother of Menceceus upon her

fon’s devoting himlielf: .
Lufiralemne feris ego te, puet mdy:‘e, T hebis,
. Devotumque caput, vilis feu mater, alebam?

I have recounted thefe inftances to evince the
common intention, fenfe, and underfltanding of
rhat expreflion, ot one dying for another; and to
manifeft by examples what 1s the {enfe of man-
kind, about-any one being devoted and, fubfti-
tuted 1n the room of -others, to deliver them
from death and .danger: the confidering where-
of, added to the conftant ufe of the words inen-
tioned in the feripture, is fufhicient to found and
confirm this conclufion: . -

That whereas it is frequently afirmed in the
fcrlpture, ¢ that Chrift diedfor us,and for our {ins,
¢ &c.’ to dény that he died and futfered in our
ftead, undergoing the death whereunato we were
ObHOXIOUb, and thHe punithment due to our ﬁns;,

if we refpet in what we fay, or believe, the con- i
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ftant ufe of thofe words in the{cripture, and the
uncontroulled fenfe of that expreflion in allforts
of writers, in exprefling the fame thing; the na-
ture of the thing itfelf, concerning which they
are ufed; with the inftances and examples ofits
meaning and intention among the nations of the
world; 1s to deny that he died for us at all.

Neither will his dying for our good or advan-
tage only, in what way or {enfe foever, an{wer
or make good; or true, the affertion ot his dying
for us, or our fins. And this-1s evident 1n the
death of the apoftles and martyrs; they all died
for our good; our advantage :and benefit: was
one end of their fufferings, in the will and ap-
pointment of God; and yet. it :cannot be ‘faid,
that they died for us, or our fins.: And-if Chrift
died only for our good, tho’ in a more effetual
manner than they did; ‘yet this altereth not the
kind of dying for us; nor can he.thence be faid
properly, according to the only due fenfe of thaat
expreflion, fo to do.

I thall in this brief and: haf’cy dlfcourfe, add
only one confideration more about the death of
Chrift, to confirm the truth pleaded for. --And
that is, that he is faid in dying for finners; ¢ to
¢ bear their {ins,” Ifa. 3. 11. . ¢ He fhall bear
their iniquities,” ver. 12. ¢ He bare the fins
of many;’ explained, ver. 5. ¢ He was-wound-
ed for our tranfgreflions, he was briifed for.
our mlqultles, the chaftifement of our peace was
upon him,” 1 Pet. i1. 24. ¢ Who his own felt
 bare our fins in his own body on the tree, &c.”

Lhis expreflion is purely facred. It occurreth

f{ot diretly in other authors, fh?uwh the fenfe

O T AT A T .
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-of it-in other words do frequently.” They ca]
At luere peccata, deliftorum fupplicium ferre: to.
‘bear-the punifhment of fins. 'The meaning
therefore of this phrafe of fpeech, is to be taken
from the fcripture alone, and principally from
the Old Teftament, where it is originally ufed;
and from whence it is transferred unto the New
Teltament, in the fame {enfe, and no other. Let
us confider fome of the places.

Ifa. lii. 11. %3 8w ==pw. The fame word,
Lap 15 ufed, ver. 4. obap 8w warmy  And our
Fricfs be hath borh them. The word figmfies pro-
perly to bear a weight or a burthen, as a man bears
dt on his thoulders: bajulo, porte. And it is never.
‘ufed with refpe& unto fin, but openly and plainly
#t fignifies the undergoing of the punithment due
unto t. So it occurs direCtly to our purpole,
Lam. v. 7. wurt (nar ndan Srnny DRy Cony
Qur Fathers bave finned, and are not; andwe have
borne their iniquities; the punithment due to therr
fins. And why a new fenfe thould be forged for
thefe words, when'they are {fpoken concerning
Chriit, who can give a juft reafon?

Again ren 1s ‘ufed to the fame purpofe. v
Ny E-RBTYVEL. 12. And be bare the fin of many.
xun is often ufed with refpet unto fin, fometimes
with reference unto God’s atings about it, and
fometimes with reference unto mens concerns in.
it. In the firft way, or when it denotes an act of
God, 1t fignifies to lift up, to take away or par-
don fin; and leaves the word pp wherewith it 1§
joined under 1its firft fignification of iniquity, or
the guilt of fin, with refpet unto punifhment en-
{uing as its coniequent. For God pardoning ﬁﬁe\*

- i
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ghi;lt of fin, the removal of the punithment deth

peceflarily enfue, guilt containing an obligation

unto punithment. In the latter way,as it refpelts
men or finners, it conftantly denotes the bearing
of the punifhment of fin, and gives that {enfe un-
to py with refpe@® unto the guilt of fin, as its-
caufe. And hence arifeth the ambiguity of thole
words.of Cain, Gen. iv. 13. mp-»a jean: if e
denotes an at of God, if the words be fpoken
vith reference, in the firft place, to any ating
of his towards Cain, Ny retains the fenfe of 7»i-
guity, and the words are rightly rendered, my_fin:
is greaterthan to be forgiven: if it refpe&t Cain him-
felf Airfl, praffumesthefignification of punifhment;
and \the words are to be rendered, my punifbment
is greater than I can bear, or is to be born byme. *
This, I{ay, is the conftant {enfe of this exprefs:
fion, nor can any inftance to the contrary be pro~’
duced. Some may be mentioned in the confirma.’
tion of it. Numb.xiv. 33. ¢ Your children fhall®
‘wander in the wildernefs forty years,” too>mm
pwiy and fhall bear your whoredoms, v 2w
ooy wwn Ye fhallbear youriniquities forty years::
that is, the punifhment due to your whoredoins:
and iniquities; according to God’s providerntial’
dealing with them at that time. Lev. xix. 8.
He that eateth it, wos v fhall bear bis iniquities :
How? mimmoy jorwm wosm thar foul fhall be- cut gff.:
To be cut off for fin, by the punifhment of it, and'
for its guilt, is to bear iniquity. So chap.xx. 16,
17, 18. For aman to bear his iniquity, -and to be
killed, flain, or put to death for it, are the fame.
Ezek.xviii. 20. 81 ntonm oI Rer &Y 12 Mon

.‘7?; wa. The foul~that finneth it fhall die; the

- Ny
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Son fhall not bear the fin of the father. To bear Jn,
and to die for A, are the fame. More inftances
might be added, all uniformly fpeaking the fame
fenfe of the words. |

And as this {enfe is fufficiently, indeed invin-
cible, eftablifhed by the invariable ufe of that
expreflion mn the {cripture; fo the manner where-
by 1t 1s afhrmed that the Lord Chrift bare our
iniquities, {ets 1t ablolutely free from all danger
by oppofition. ¥or he bare our iniquities, when

N2 W PR 2 e T the Lord made to ineet
on him, or laid on him the iniquity of us all, 1a. liii.
6. which words the LX X. render é Kupiog 'wcx‘oé'rfmxer
Qv TV TEIG afgntp'nm: r;,u_ér The Lord gave him Up, OF
delivered him wunto cur fins: that is to be punithed
for them; for other fenfe the words can have
none. He made him_fin for us, 2 Cor.v.21. {0 he
bare our fins, Ha. liii. v1. How? In bis body on the
iree, 1 Pet.il. 24.that whenhewas,and in his being
fricken, [mitten, afflitted, wounded, bruifed, flain,
fo was the chaftifement of our peace upon him.

- Wherefore to deny that the Lord Chrift in his
death, and fuftfering forus, underwent the punifh-
ment due to our {ins, what we had deferved, that.
we might be delivered,as it averts the great foun-
dation of the gofpel; fo by.anr open perverting of

" the plain words of the {cripture, becaufenot fuited

in their {fenfe and importance to the vain imagina-
tons of ‘men, it gives no {mall countenance to

»
L [}

ipfidelity and atheifm..

-

TR R R
4 - -
1 [ -
o . -
511'
-

'Fo_ 4, ' .
Y . 1 i . l' -
i - -Eff F
- ot .
1

. ||‘_
ttttt
Il'r" -
X > - - -
[ r [ ] 4
L] - 4 L] - i »
T
. | “ | ' F I N I S
'y
- ' g " — . . e
- I . -y | ‘_:_ X al I'. d : L ' .
. [] I' .‘I 4
by
) F. ol * ’

()

. 1 ) L - - LY -
. - - - .
L} v 1
S h}-t‘”' "’:1’:-: ol 3 .
' e -~ - R ! L]
- all ae W . " P rn . f .
. "IF & - < n -
ol - ,
e PR | | & .. )
ol - -
. e F ‘H;: L IR '
H L] I L » L] - LI~
e 1 'ln‘:' . gl * : L] - '
4 - I o . ..
. LA ¥ | 1 - -
. * t . * T w
" - - -
-u e r ""_ A LT -
. : el ) . g u



-r

b
1




	t1.pdf
	t2.pdf
	t3.pdf
	t4.pdf



