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R PrOteﬁant& &C'

' QHE Protefiant Religion, introduced into this Na-
tion, by the Apoftolical way and means of the
Holinefs and laborious PRaching of its Profeflors,
 confirmed with the Martyrdom of multitudes of
all forts, being now throughly fixed in the Minds of the Body
of the People, and confirmed unto them by Lawsand Oaths, 13
become the principal Intereft of the Nation, which cannot be
fhaken or overthrown, without the Ruine of the Government,
and Deftru@ionof the People. -Nothing therefore lefs being:
includedin the Attempts of the Papifts, with all their Inte
in Exrope,for the reintroducing of their Religion amongft us,
theNation hath been conflantly filled for an hundred years
with fears, jealoufies, and apprehenfions of dangers, to the
L A At great



(2) .
great difturbance of the Government, and difquietment of the,
Subjells; nor canit be orherwife whil’t they know that there
is a pregnant Defign for their total fubverfion,together with the
Ruine ot the Proteltant Religionin other places, which would
have enfued thereon,  But,

2. This Religion foreceived and approved by the People, as
the only true way to falvation, (accompanied with an Abjior-
rency of the fuperftition, Idolatry and Herefics of tle Church
of Rome, partly on the general account of their own nature, and
partly on particular Reafons -and Provocations - fron the At
tempts of thofe that belong unto that Church, for the Ruinc of
them and their Religion) and joyntly profefled in the fame con-
feflion of Faith, hath been preferved by the means of a Faith.
ful laborious Miniftry, under the care, protection and ourward
Government of the Supreme Power,as the greatelt Bullwark of
the Proteftant Religion in Exrope.

3. The only Weaknefs init, as the Intercft of the Nation,
(betorc it was infefted with Novel Opinions) was the differences
that have been among(t many of the Profeflors of it, from
the very firft beginning of tlic Reformation, and which are
continued unto this day,

. L

4. Thefe differences though confifting now in many Par.
ticulars of lefs moment, arofe originally, “folely from the Con.
fitution of an duthoritative National Chrch State. For fome
would haveit to be of one fort namely, Zpifcopal, fome of ano-
ther, namely, Presbyterian; fome would have i of adivine O-
riginal, others of an Humane, which mufl be the Judgment of
the King and Parliament, who know it to be what they have
made it, and- nothinig clfe ; and fome judge it 2 meer Ufurpation
on the Power of the Civil Government, and the Liderties of
the People.

3)

.25« It is therefore acknowledged that the Body of Chriftian
People in this Nation profefling the Protcflant Religion, with a
Detefttion of Popery; having the Gofpel preached unto them,
and the Sacraments duely admuniflred, under the Rule of the
King, arethe Church of Fugland, But asunto an Authoritative
National Church, confilting folely in the Power and Intercft of
the Clergy, wherein the People, eitheras Chriftians, Proteftants

- orSubjectsof the Kingdom arc nor concerned ; fuch as is at pre.

fent cflablithed, farther enquiry may be madeabout it,

~ . b Thereisa threefold Form of fuch a Church, at prefent
contended for.  The firft is Papal, the fecond Epifcopal, and the
third Presbyterian.

7-The firlt Form of anAuthoritativeNationalChurch-State -
mong(t us, as in other places, was Papal: And the fole ufe of it
here in Eugland, wasto embroy! ourKingsin their Governmeny,
to epprefs the People in their Souls, Bodics, and Eftates, and to
fell us all, asbranded flaves, unto Rome., Thefe things have
been fufficiently manifefted.  But in other places efpecially in
Germany, whil't otherwife they were all of one Religion, in
Doctrine and Worfhip, all conformto the Church of Rome ; yet
in bloody contefts meerly about this Authoritative Church State,
many Empcerours were ruined,ind an hundred fet Battels fought
in the Ficld.

8. At the Reformation this Church State, was accommoda. -
ted, (as was fuppofed ) unto the Intcreft of the Nation, to obvi-
ate the cvils fuffered from it, under the sther Form, and
reader it of ufe unto the Religion eftablifhed, Yet expe-
rience manifefts that, partly from its Conftitution, partly from
the Inclinations of them by whom it is managed, other evils
have accompanied or followcd it, which until they are remo.
ved, the weakne[s of the Proteftant Intereft through mutual Di-

' vifions,
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wifions, will remainamong us. And among others, they are
thefe, o

.. An Encroachment on theCivil Ri hts and Government
of the Nation, in the Cosrts and Furifdittions pretended to be-
long or to be annexed unto this Church State over the Perfons;
Goods, and Liberties of the Subiects, (yea infome cafes their
Lives.) Itis the undoubted Rll%ht and Liberty of the gﬁe of
this Nation, thatno actual Jurifdition fhould be exercifed over
their Perfons, Eftates, or Liberties, ina way collateral unto,and
independent on the Publicks Adminiftration of Jufticeunto all,
derived from the Sovereign Power;and executed by known Offi-
cers, Rules and Orders, according unto the Laws of the Realm.
If this be taken from them, all other Pretences of fecuring the
Liberty and Property of the Subje@s,areof no advantage unto
them. For whilft they have Juftice I legal publick
duely adminiftred unto them,they may
(ds many are fo every day) by this preten
Power and Jurifdictionover their Perfons, 2
from which it feems to be the Dut of the Pasliament to de-
fiver them. And it isthe Right o the Kings of this Nation,
that nio exteerial Power over the Subje@s be exercifed but in

their name, by vertue of their Commiffion, to be granted and

daccordi tothe Laws of the Land. This Right
executed according un _ el st

¢ of Church

or Religion. For whatiso il tow
‘ neitherg of them. But the adminiftration of this Jurifdiction
as it is exercifed with.a fide wind Power, diftin, different from
and in fome thingscontrary uato the publick Jutticeof the Na-
tion, ( wherein aﬁsthe Subje&ts have an equal Intereft) and by
the Rules of a law forraign unto that of the Kingdom, isa

great caufe of the continuation of Divilions among roteftants, .

wito the weakning of the Intereft of Religion itfelf. l
zl c

a Itis accompanied with tbe Profecution and troubling of
Peaceable Subjells,in their Liberties and Eftates; not for any er-
ror in the ChriftianFaith, not forany Declenfion from the Pro-
teftant Religion or compliance with Poperg, not forany Immo-

" ralities, but meerly and folely for their non-compliance with,

andfubmiffion untothofe things which are fuppofed neceffar
forthe prefervation of their Church State, which is of itfelf
altogether unnoceffiry. For the whole complex of the impo-
fod conformity in Canowical Obedience, Ceremonies, Rites and
Modes of Worlhip, hathno other end but the fuftentation and
prefervation thereof ; being things otherwife, that belong not
toChriftian Religion. This began, this will perpetuate our
Divifions, which will not be healed whil'tt it is continued. And
whil'kt thetwo Partiesof Papifts and Proteftants, are at this
day contendingas it were for life, foul, and being, (the long con-
tinued Defign of the former, under various pretences, and by
great variety of Attempts, being come unto its fatal Tryal,as
unto itsTflae ; ) Iewill not be thought meet by wile men,whofe
entire Intereft in Religion and the Liberties of the Nation are
concerned, in this conteft to_continuc the:Body of Proteftants
in Divifions, with mutual Animofities, and thediftruft of Mul-
titudes, on fuch unneceffary Occafions.

3. Whereasby vertue of this State and Conftitution, fundry
Perfons are intercfted in Honours,Dignities, Power and wealth,
inallwhich they have animmediate, (and not meerly legal) De-
K:ndance onthe King, fince their Separation from the Pope;they
fave conftantly made ittheir bufinefs to promote abfolute Mo-
narchical Power, without refpeét unto the true Conttitution of
the Government of this Nation, whichin fundry Inftances hath
been difadvantageous to Kings themfelves, as well.as an Incum-
brance tothie People in Parliament. For althoughtheir Confti-
tution doth really entrench upon the Kings Jegal Power ,in the
Adminiftrasion of their Jurifdition, yet:to fecure :their own

Interefts,




Yntercfts, and to make a feeming compenfation for that En.

croachment, many of them have contended for thatabfelute

Fower inthe King, which-he never owned, nor -aflumed.unto
himfelf. R ' '

9. The Evils and Inconveniencics of this Conftiturion, of
an Authoritative National Church State, have been greatly en-
creafed and propagated in chis Nation, asunto the heightcning
of Divifions among Proteftants, by the endeavours that have
been to confirm and continue this State in an extraordinary
way ;fuch were the Oath called, &'c. and the late Oath ar Ox-
Jford, wherecnmany _ober peaccable Proteflant Minifters have
beentroubled, and fome utterly ruined ; which hath much pro:
voked the Indignation of the People, againtt thofe who occa-
fioned that Law, and for whofe fake it was enacted ; and en.
creafed the fufpition that thofe who manage thefe things, would
have men telieve, that their State and Rule, isas facredas the
Crown, or Religion itfclf, untothe great difparagement -of

them both ; which things are effetual engines to expell all-

Peacc and Union among Proteftants.

10, Thofe who are for the Preslyterian Form of an Au.
thoritative Nationa! Church State, do indeed cut off, and caft a-
way molt ot thofe things w hich are the matter of conteft be-
tweenthe prefent diffenting Partics, and fo make a nearer ap-
proach towards a firm Unionamongall 1roteftants than theo-
ther do; yet fuch anduthoritative Church Statein that form, is
neither proper for, nor poflible unto this Nation, nor confiflent
with that Prchentinence of the Crown, that Liberty of the Sub-
jeés,and freedomof the Confeicnces of Chrittians, which are
theirdue.  But this being not much among us pretended ung,

; . o T
it need not further be fpokeno. e

11, It is evident thercfore that whil'ft the Evils enumera-
' ted
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ted, are not feparated from the prefent Authoritative National -
Church Conftitution, but the powers of it are put in execution,
and theends of it purfued, it is altogether vainto exped Peace
and Union among Proteflants in Zxgland ; it ncither hath been
fo,nor ever will be fo, fire and faggot will not be able to effedt

it Who fhall reconcile the endlefs differences that are, and

have been about the Power, Courts, and JurifdiCtions of this
Church State, whether they be agrecable unto the Laws of the
Land, and Liberty of the Subjelts. The fixed Judgement of
many that they have no legal Authority ar prefent, nor any
Power given them by the Law of the Land, whereon they
dare not fubmit unto them, is no lefs chargeable, dangerous and
pernicious unto them, than are their uncouth Vexations and ille-
gal Proceedings unto them who arc unwillingly forced to fub-
mit unto them. ~ And. whatever may be expetted, the People
of this Nation will never be contented that their Perfons,Goods,
or Liberties, fhall be made Subject unto any Law, butthe Pub-
lick Royal Law of the Kingdom adminiftred in legal Courts of
Juftice.  Who fhall undertake thatall Chriftians or Proteftants
inthis Nation fhall ever fubmit their confciences and practices,
toa multitude of Impofitions no way warranted in the Scrip-
tures > Orhow any of the other evils thatare the caufes of all
our Divifions fhall be removed , cannot eafily be declared.

12, If it fhall be faid that if this Authoritative. National
Church State {hould be removed, and no other of another
form, fet upinthe room of it; or be divefted of the Powers
claimed at prefent by it, it will be impoflible to preferve the
Proteftant Religion amongft us, to keep Uniformity in the Pro-
feflion of it,and Agreementamongftits Profetfors ; It is anfiwes
red, (1) Nothing ought to be removed but what is a real Caufc,
or unneceffary Occafion at leaft,of all the difformity and difor-
der thatis amongftus, and is likely fo tocontinue. (2) That
whilft we have a Proteftant Xing, and aProteflant Parlrament,

B Proteftant
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Proteflant Magiffrates and Proteftant Minifters, with' the due-
carcof the Nation tharthey may fo continue, anda Proteftant
confeflion of Faith duely adhered unto, L{linil not,under the blef-
fing of the Holy Providence, fear the Prefcrvation of the Pros
telfant Religion and Intercft in Fuglaxd, viiiout any recourle
unto fivha Church Power, as fills all with Divifions.  This 1
fay isthat Church of England which isthe principal Bullwark
of the Proteftant Religion and Interett in Eurepesnamedy, aPro-
teftant King, a Proteftant Parliamenr, Protefint Magiftrates,
Proteflant Minifters, a Proteftant eonteflion of it cltablithed
by Law, withthecordial agrecment of theBody oi the People
inall thefe things ; cfteeming the Proteflant Religion and its
Profcilin their chief Intereftin this world. To fuppolethata
cfew mey, having obtained Honours, Digpities, and Revenucs
unto themfelves, exercifinga Power and Authority (highly que-
fliomble whether legal or no) unto their own advantage, op-
zprcllivc unto the People, and by all means perpetuating Difte-
Lrences among Proteflants, are that Church of Eﬂg/aﬂ'{{,'\vhf.ch is
juftly clteemed the Bullvark of the Protcﬁapt Religion, is an
high and palpable miftake. The Church of England asunto
its National Intercftin the Profervation of the Froteftant Re-
ligsion, is not only feparable from it, but weakned by it.  Yea,
it there be fuch a National Confticution, as inits own nature,
and by the fecular advantages which it fupplies men withal, en-
clines them' to prefer their own lntereft above that of the Pro-
teftant Religion in general, it will always endanger that Religi-
onin any Nation, For herconthey will jucge when they are
prefled, on any occafion or circumftance of Affairs, thatitis
better to preferve their own Intercft, by vertuc of fome Dif-
penfations fecuring unto them theic Power and fecular advanta-
ges, thanto venture all by a rigid conteft for the Proteftant

Religion.

Nor is it morally poffible that ever Popery fhould return into

this |
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this, or any other Nation, but under the Condut of fuch?

Church Conflirution ; without this it hath no prevalent en®
gine, butmeer force, war and oppreflion,

But if the Intereft of Popery can poflefs thisChurch-St.ute, ci-
é ther by the Inclinations of themor the greater number of them,
§who have the management of it,or by their Dependance, as
E
(

unto their Intercit, onthe fupream Authorivy, it that happen
in any age to give countenance thercunto, the whole Nation
will quickly beinfenfibly influcnced, and betrayed into Popery
as it were, they know not how,  Hence have been fuch Na-
tional Converfions to and fro in Englind, ashave been inno
cther places or Countrics in the World.  For the Carc of the
publicks Prefervation of Religion, being, as it is fuppofed, en-
étruﬂcd in this Church-State and the Managers of it, if byany
means it be poflifled by Popery, orinflacnced by a Popifh
Prince, the Religion of the whole Nation will be loft imme-
‘diately.

For as unto all other Minifters who have rhe immediate
Guidance of the People they will fuppofe that they can do
nothing, of themfelves in this mattter, but are only obliged
unto the conduck of the Church-State itfelf. And having
their ftation thercin alone, and depending thereon, they may
cafily be cicher feduced by their Intereft, or excluded from
their Duty by the Power of that Church State whercunto
they are Subjedt. By this means the whole Inrerelt of the
Proteflant Religion in this Nation asunto its Prefcrvarion,
depends on firch a State as_being the concernment of a few,
and thofe fuchas tave an efpecial lntereft of their own, di-
{iné from that of the Proteflant Religion in General may be
calily poffetled by ipary, and probably would be fo, if they
fhould have a Popuji rincero influcnce them.

B2 But




But whreas the People arc now pofferled and fully perfua-
ded of the Truth of Proteftant Religion, if there be no pubs-
lick Muckine or Engines infenfibly to turn about the whole

Body of them, butthey muftbe dealr withal individnally or -

pvochially, it will, as was faid, bc morally i:}npoﬂible, that
cver Popery fhould become the Religion of “this Nation, any
cther way, but by the Deftruction or Killing of the prefent
Inhabitants,

Allow that the Church-State fuppofed, mayin thofe who
havethe Truft, and Powerof it, be feduced, corrupred, or any
way induced or difpofed unto the Intereft of Popery, as it
may be; It is poffible fome individualPerfons may be leund,
that for the fake of Truth,will expofe their Lives tothe fi.ute
or otherwife, So did many in the days of Queen My,
though now cfteemed by not a few, foolifh Zealors for their
pains.  Burthe body of the People through their various le-
gal Relations unto this Church-State, deferting the care of
their own Prefervation, by their Truft inthe condudt thereof,
whereunto they are unavoidably compelled, will quickly be
inveagled fo as not to be able to cxwricate themfelves.  But
fet them at Liberty, fo as thatcvery Parliament, every Magi-
ftrate,every Minifler, every good Chriftian, may judge that
that the Prefervation of their Religion is their own Duty in
alltheir capacitics, and Popery with all its Arts will know
ncither how to begin, nor how to proceed withi them:

If then there were no fuch Church State as being in the
Management of a few, is feduceabic, and not difficult to be
poflefied by thelntercft of Popcry,whereby the whole Nation
would be atonce betrayed ; the Proteftant Religion is now fo
firmly feated inthe Mindsof the People, fo countenanced by
I aw, foclteemed by all to be the Principal Interefl of the
Nation, that the wit of all the Jefuits of the'world, knows

not
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not how to a:taque it, much lefs endangcr it ; which if there
be nced, thall be further demonftrated,

13, Noris it a Marter of Art or difficulty to declarea
way for the fecurity of the Proteftant Religion, with the
Rights of thc Government, and Liberties of the Subjects,
with the duc Frecdom of Confcicnce,without any fuch Church-
State ; but itis what the Principles of Religion, common Pru-
dence, and the honeft Intereft of the Nation do dire& unto ;
as to inftance in the things that arc moft matcrial unto that
end. '

r. Letafolemn Remunciation of Popery, fuitedunto the
General Principles of the Proteftant Religion, be eftablifhed
by Law, to be made publickly by every Perfon, that is to par-
rake of the Rights and Priviledges alrcady confirmed unto
that Religion, or which aftcrwards fhall be fo ; to be rencwed
as occafion fhall require. :

2. Let there be one folemn flated Confeffion of the Chrifli-
an Protefiant Laith, fuch as is the Do&rine of the Articles
of the Churchof Englind, cfpecially as explained in the pub-
lick authorized writings of the Church in the Days of Queen

- Elizabeth and King ¥ imes, before the Inroad of Novel O-

pinions among us ; ro be fubfcribed by all enjoying a publick
Miniflry

3. Let the Mugiffrare aflume unto himfelf the exercife of
his jull Power, in the Prcfervation of the publick Peace inall
Inflances ; in the Encouragement and Prote@ion of the Pro-
feffors of the Protcftant Religion ; in fecuring unto all men
their Legal Rights, already granted unto them, in their feveral

. places and ftations,in the Panithment of all Crimes cognofci-
~ ble by humane Judgement ; in depofing of men from their

Enjoy
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Enjoyments or Priviledges, which they hold onany condition, §

as fuppofe their Orthodox ProfeiTion of the Proteftant Religi-
on, if they fail in, orfall from the Performance of it ; lcavin
only things purcly Spiritual and Evangelical to the care an
Power of the Churches, andall litigious caufcs of whar fort
foever, with theinfliction of all ourward Penaltics, unto the
Determination of the Laws, of the Land, and a great Pro-
grefs will be made toward$ Order and Peace among(tus,

Yea thefe few things in gencral arconly ncedful there-
unto; (1) Vet the King and Parliament fecure the Proteflant
Religion as it is the publick Intereft of the Nation againft all
Attemptsof the Papacy for its Deftruction, with proper Laws,
and their due exccution. (2) Let the Wifdom and Power of
the Nationin the Supream and Subordinate Magifirates be
exerted,in the rule of all Perfons and Caufcs, Civil and Crimi-
nal, by one and the fame Law of the Land, ina Complyance
wherewith the Allegiance of the Subjectunto the King doth
confift ; without which,Government will never be well hxed
on its proper and immoveable Bafis. (‘3) That Provifion be
made for the fedulous Preaching of the Gofpel in all Parts
and Places of the Land, orail Parochial Churches, the care
whercof is incumbent on the Magiftrates, {(4) Let the
Church be protected in the excrcife of its Spiritual Power, by
Spiritual mcans only, as Preaching of the Word, Adminiftra-
tionof the Sacraments, and the like; whatever is farther pre-
tended, as neccffary unto any of theends of true Religion or
its prefervation in the Naticn, 18 but a Cover for the Negli-

ence, ldlencfs, and Infuliciency of fomeof the Clergy, who
would havea s outward apearance of efleéting that by cxter-
nal force, which themfelves by duligent Prayer, fcdulous Prea-
ching of the Word, and an cxemplary Converfation,ought to

 Jabour forin the Hearts of Men.

5. It

(13)

g. Ttiscvident that hereon all caufes of Jealoufies, ani- |
mofitics and firifes among the Proteftants would be taken a-
way ; all Complaints of oppreflion by Courts and Jurifdi@is
ons, not owned by the People, be prevented ; allEncroach-
ments on che Conlciences of men, (whichare and will bean
cendlefs and irreconcilcable caufe of Difference among us) be

obviated ; allability to controul or difturb the Power and

Priviledge of Kingsin their Perfons or Rule; and all Temp-
rations to exalt their Power in Abfolutenefs above the La\Ev
will be removed; fo as thatby the Bleling of God Peace
and Love may be prefcrved amongall truc Proteftants.

And if there do enfuc hercon fome Variety in outward
Rites and Obfcrvations,as there was in allthe Primitive Chur-
ches, who pleaded that the Unity of Faith was commended
and not at all impeached by fuch varicties ; yer whil'ft the
fame DoGrine of Truthis preached. inall places, the fame
Sacranicnts only adminiftred, whercin every Proteftant Sub-
je of the Nation, will be at Liberty to joyn in Proteftant
Chrifiian Worfhip, and to partake of all Church Ordinan-
ces, in the ourward way.and according unto the outward Rites
of his own choofing, without the Authoritative cxamination
og‘Prohibition of any pretended Church Power, but what in
his own Judgement he doth embrace, no Inconvenience will
follow hercon, unlefsit bejudged {uch, that the Proteftant Ro-
ligion, the Liberty of the Subjects, and the due Freedom of
thfi Confciences of men fober and peaceable, will be all prefer-
ved, :

FINIS.




