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ADVERTISEMENT..

HE defirablenefs of a new Edition of Dr.

Owen’s Rrason ofF FatrtH, as what
miight be particalarly  ufeful to the caufe of
Chrift, in the prefent day, being fuggetted to
the kditory and he, recolleéting to have heard.
A late celebrated charadter # fpeak of it asa book
of very econfiderable merit, refolved, fhould it
agree with his own views, to prefent one to the
woild as foon as poflible, e has now exccuted
bis intention, and fhould it meet with the ap-
probation of the religious public, be defigns to
add fhortly what was intended by the Doltor as
a {cecond part, entitled, Svweis Tinvparin 3 or, The
Gawfesy 1Ways and Means of undorflanding the
4Lind of God as revealed in bis Word, with Af-
Jurance therein y and a Declaration of the Por/picnity
of A0 Geripturesy with the external Means of the
[nterpretation of them,

The fubjells here treated of, the Editor con-
ceives are of fuch a pature, as not only to fortify
the mind, but powerfully to imprefs the heart 3
whillt they repel the impious attacks of intide-

'-li:t)r,
# The late Mr. Fell, of Homerion.
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hity, they neverthelefs flate the ineflicacy of mo-
ral certainty, the refult of all external argu-
ments ; and therefore lead the mind to contem-
plate that evidence which the {cripture gives of
itfelf, as the word of God ;- and declare the na-
ture, excellency and importance of that faith
which gives every aflurance that the revelation
of God in the feripture is both the wifdem and
power of Jehovah.

W hillt the gencrality of the publications which
have been offered to the attention of the public,
have rather been defigned to guard the owtworés
of chriftianity 3 this here offered is immediately
calculated to engage the pradtical underftanding,
2nd to pofiefs the foul with fuch views and evij-
dences of the divine authority of the feriptures,
as to render it like a rock, tmpregnable, by the
moft boifterous and violent attacks of infidelity

and deifin.

With refpe&t to the abridgment itfelf, the

Editor has to oblerve, what he has principally
refcinded are his occafional remarks upon the
church of Rome, which, though they mightbe
highly proper at the time they were publifhed,
now appear unnecefiary ; he has likewife abbre-
viated feveral paragraphs, which {eemed redun-

dant and prolix, and entirely omitted the Appen-
dix,
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dix, which confifts chiefly of Latin and Greeé
quotations from the antients; which, as their
authority, poffibly, would not be confidered of
any great weight with thofe, who are convinced
that the truth of God ftands not in need of hu-
man atteftation; fo their continuance might ap-
pear very ufele(s 1o the bulk of chriftian readers.
As the book originally does not fo evidently
preferve the method firlt propofed, the Editor
hopes for being now thrown into diftin&t chap-

ters, with diftinét titles, 1t .will not be lefs acs
ceptable.

Having thus given an account of the rife and-
execution of this little volume, the Editor has
only to {olicit the candour.of the public, and to

intreat what he efteems infinitely of more im-
portance—ithe blefliing of God.

9. K.

E#ﬂ‘&m Jé',,%_}‘:fw.



T H E

AUTHOR’s PREFACE.

HEREAS an oppofition unto the {crip-

ture, and the grounds whereon we be-

lieve 1t to be a divine revelation, has been, and
ftill is continued amongft us; a continuation of
the defence of the one and the other cannot rea-

fonably be judged either needlefs or unfeafona-
ble. Befides, moft of the difcourfes publifhed
of late on this fubject bave had their peculiar
defigns; that here tendered hasnot been exprefsly
engaged. Some have pleaded thofe rational
confiderations, whereby our affent unto the di-
vine origin of the feripture is fortified and con-
firmed again{t the olyjeltions of fuch, whofe love
to, and refolution to live in fin, tempts them to
feek for fhelter in an atheiftical contempt of the
authority of God, evincing itfelf therein.  But
as thefe are not utterly neglelted in the enfuing
difcourfe,- {o the peculiar defign of 1t 1 of ano-

ther
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ther nature. For the enquiries managed therein,’
namely, What is the obligation upon us to be-
lieve the fcripture to be the word of God !
W hat are the caufes, and what i1s the nature of
that faith whereby we do fo? What it refts up-
on, and is refolved into, {fo as to become a divine
and acceptable duty ? do refpect the confciences
of men immediately, and the way whereby they
may come to reft and affurance in believing..
And feeing, that many are often fhaken in their-
minds with .thofe atheiftical objections, which
they frequently meet with, and cannot extricate
themf{elves from thofe enfnaring queftions they
are attacked with j not for want of a due affent
unto the fcripture, but of a right underftanding
what is the true and formal reafon of that affent 3
what is the firin bafis that it re{.s upon, and what
an{wer they may direltly and percmptorily give
unto that enquiry, berefore do you belicve the

Scripture to be the Word of God @ 1 have endea-
voured to give them thofe diredtions herein,

that, upon a due examination, they will find
compliant with the feripture 1tfelf, right reafon,
and their own experience. I am, therefore, not
without hope, but that this fmall difcourfe may
have its ufe, and be given out in its proper fea-

{fon.
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fon. Moreover, I fhall acquaint the Reader
witlh the occafion thereof. About three years
fince, I publithed a Book about the difpenfation
and operations of the Spirit of God. That Book

was only one part of my defign on that fubjedt.
T he confideration of the work of the Holy Spi-

rit, as the Spirit of iHumination, of fupplication,
cf confolation, and as the immediate Author of
fpiritual offices, and gifts extraordinary and
ordinary, is dcfigned unto the fecond part of it.
Hercof this enfuing difcourfe is .concerning ane
part of His work, as a Spirit .of illumination,
which upon the earneft requeft of fome acquainted
with the nature and fubftance of it, 1 have f{uf-
fered to.come out by itfelf, that it might be of

the more common ufe, and more eafily ob-
tained.

J. ©.
way tith, 1677,
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T H E

~ Reafon of Faith, &ec.

CHAP, L

The Subject flated.— Remarks preliminary.

W HE work of illumination on the minds of men

2. is eminently afcribed unto the Holy Spiriz 5 or
the efficacy of the grace of God by him difpenfed %,
The objeftive caufe and outward meansof it, are
the fubjelts ar prefent we defign to confider. And
it will iffue in thefe two enquiries.

I. On what grounds, or for what reafon, we be.
lieve the fcripture to be the word of God with faith

divine and fupernatural, as required of us in a way
of duty.

i1. How or by what means we may come to un-
derftand aright the mind of God in the {cripture,

I. On what grounds, or for what reafon, we be-

lieve the feripture to be the word of God with faith

divine

# Lph.i. 17, 18.  Heb. vi. 4. Luke i, 92, A&s xiil. 47,
xxiv. 4§. xxvi. 18, 2 Cor. iv. 4« ¥ Pet. it g.

-
!
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divine and fupernatural, as required of us in a way
of duty.

By illumination, we underftand that fupernarural
funozvledge that any man has, or may have, of the
mind and will of God, as revealed by fupernatural
means, for the rule of his faith, life and obedicnce.
And this, fo tar as it 1s comprifed 1n our firft enquiry,
we intend at prefent to declare, only premifing a
few things.

Firlt, Supernatuial revelation is the only objedtive
caufe and means of fupernatural //fvminaticn. There
i1s a natural knowledge of fupernatural things; and
that both zheoretical and practical® : And there
may be af{upernatural’knowledge of natural things +.
But unto this i//umination it 1s required, both that
its objet be things fupernaturally revealed f, and
that it be wrought in us by the fu‘pematural efiicacy
of the Spirit of God|]. This Dagwid prays for §:
Rewveal, or uncover mine eyes, bring light or {piritual
underftanding into my mind, tbat I may behold
aith open, or uncovered face, the vall being taken
away q, awonderous things out of thy law. 'The
light he prayed for awithiz did merely refpect the
doftrine of the law ~withont.  This the apoftle de-
clares #%, The various {upernatural revelations that

God

* Rom. 1. 19, il 14, 15. T 1 Kingsiv, 31—~34. Exod.
xxxi, 3=6. 1 1 Cor.il. g, 10. | Eph.1. 17, 13. =2 Cor.
iv. b. § Pfal. ¢xix. 19. q] 2 Cor. ni. 13. *¥ Fleb.

1, Iy 2.
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God hath made of Himfelf are the fole obje& of
fupernatural illumination.

Secondly, This divine external revelation, was ori-
ginally given, by various ways, unto {undry pet-
fons ; partly for their own guidance, and partly by
their miniftry to be communicated unto the church.
So it was to Exoch, the feventh from Adam, who,
thereon, prophefied to the warning and for the in-
{ftrultion of others*, And to Noab, who became
thereby « preacher of righteounfne/s +. And to Abra-
bam, who in confequence commanded his children
and heoufebold to keep the way of the Lord . And

other inftances might be added {|.  And this courfe
God took from the firft promif: to the giving of
the law, before any revelations were committed to
writing, for the {pace of two thoufand four hundred

and fixty years. Several things may be obferved of
this divine difpenfation ; as,

1. Thatitdid fufficiently evidence itfelf to be from God,

unto the minds of thofe unto whom 1t was granted,
and unto theirs alfo unto whom it was commaurnicat-
ed ; for if it had not been {o, men would never have
been able toaflure themfelves, that they were not 7-

pofed upon by the crafty deceits of Sazan ; efpecially in
fuch revelations as feemed to contain things contra-

ry to their reafon, as in the command given to

Abraham

® Jude 14, 13, ‘2 Pet. iiv g, T Gen, xvill, 19, || Geu,
w. 26, v, 298,
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Hbrabam for the facrificing of his fon., Wherefore
thefe immediate revelations had not been a fuflici-
ent means to fecure the faith and obedience of the
church, if they bhad not carried with them their
own evidence that they were of God. This evidence
was that of faith, and not of fenfe; asis that which
we have now by the feriptures. It is not like that
which theé /uxz gives of itfelf by its light, which then
needs no exercife of reafon to affure us of ; for fenfe
is irrefiftibly affedted with it. But itis like the evi-
dence which the beawens and the earth give of their
being made by the power of God. This they do
undeniably and infallibly, when we confider and
contemplate them *. God {o 'gave out thefe reve-
fations of Himfelf, as to require the exercife of the
faith, confcience and obedience of them unto whom
they were made, and therein they gave full affurance
of their proceeding from Him. So He tells us, that
his word differs from all pretended revelations, as
the abear doth from the chaff+.

2. The things {o revealed were fuficient to guide
and dire& all perfons into the knowledge of their
duty towards God, in a way of faith and obedience.
God from the beginning gave out the knowledge of
His will, by jfuadry parts and degrees 3 yet {o that
every _age had light‘enough to gutde them 1n the
whole of their obedience, and unto their edification.

They

% Pfal, xix. v, 2. Rom1i. xg. T Jer. xxiii. 2.8.
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They had knowledge to enable them to of’ferﬁm{ﬁ
ces 1n faith, as did Abel; to avall avith God, as did
Enoch 3 and to teach their families the fear of the
Lord, as did dbrabam. The world perifhed not for
the want of a {ufficient revelation of the mind of
God atany time. Yet, when we confider thofe di-
vine inftrufions which are upon record, that God
eranted unto them, we are fcarce ahle to difcern
how they werc f{ufhiciently enhightened in all that
was neceflary for them to believe and pracdtife.
But they were unto them as a lisbt fbining i a dark
place.  Set up but a candle in a daré room, and
it will fufficiently enlighten ir, for men to attend
their neceffary occafions therein; but when the {un
is rifen, and fhires in at all the windows, the light
of the candle grows fo-dim aud ufelefs, that it feems
Atrange that any couid have received advantage
thertby. The Suu of righteoufuc/s s now rifen upon
us, and immortality is brought to Zght by the
oofpel.

3. There was during this {ealon a _fufficient mini/-
try, for the dt.clamt.{m of thofe revelations which
God had made of Himfelf, There was the naruragl

miniffry of parents, who were obliged to inftru&

their chuldren and families. This began in Adam,

who received the firft pro'mife, and every thing necel-

fary unto faith and obedience. And they had the cx-

traordinary minifiry of thofe to whom God entrufted

L 3z NEW-
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new revelations, and who begame preachers of
righteon/nefs to the reft of mankind. From the giv-
wng of the fr# promife, to the writing of the law,
there were always fome, who receiving divine reve-
larions immediately, were a kind of infallible guides
to others. If it was otherwife at any time, 1t was
after the death of the Patriarchs, and before the
call of Mopes. But by whomioever the given
inftruions were received, they had a {fuffici-
ent outward means for their illumination, before

any divine revelations were recorded by writing.
Yet,

4. This way of infirudlion, as it wasin itfelf /m-
perfect, and liable to many difadvantages, fo through.
the weaknefs, negligence and. wickednefs of men,,
it proved infufficient to retain the knowledge of God
in the world.  For under this.di/penfation the gene-
rality of mankind apofltatized from God, and there-
on He reftrained them not, but jifered all nations
20 walk in their own aways* ; and he gave them up to.
their own hearts’ Yafts, ro «wall in their own coun
fels +. Through the imperfeftion.of this difpenfa-
tion, men broke off the more.eafily from God.
If it thould be faid, that {ince the revelation of the
will of God hath been committed to writing, men.
have likewife apoftatized from the knowledge of-
3od, as is evident in many.nations, which once pro-

| fefledt:
2. AR 1w 26, t+ Plal. huxxi, 12,
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fefled the gofpel, but are now overrun with Heatben..
ifiny, Mahomerifin, and Idolatry ;. I {ay, this hath not-
come to pafs through any defe& in the way or-
means of iHumination ; but God hath given them up-
to be de{’rroyf;cf for their wickedne/s and ingratitude
and, unlefs ave repent, we fhall all likeavife perifh ¥,
Thirdly, God hath gathered up into the feriprure
all divine revelations given out from the.beginning of
the world, and all that ever fhall beto the end there-
of, that the church may be thoroughly.inftru&ed into
the ewbole mind and awill of God, and direfted in all that
worfhip of Him, and-obedience unto. Him, which
is neceflary for acceptance with Him. here, and to
bring to.the eternal enjoyment of Him hereafter.
Whereupon, He commanded His people of old, to
‘attend with all diligence to His word, as written
for their infiru&tion and dire&tion in faith and obe-
dience ; annexing all forts of promifes to the per-
formance of thisduty +, and exprefsly forbids them.
to add-any thing thereunto, or to.conjoin any. thing
therewith 1.: which Ile would nof have done, had
He omitted other divine revelations before giwven,
that were any way neceflary for the church. As He
Himfelf added many new ones, fo He gathered in
all the old from the repoflitory of rradition, and fixed
them in a writing given by divine infpiration.
And feeing the full revelation of the whole mind of

God,
*Rom, i, 18, 2 Thefi il 17, 12. 4 Deuta v 6, 9. 1 Deut,
IV, 2¢  Xih 32,
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God, was committed unto and perfeéted by Jefus
Chrift ¥ ;3 {o the revelations of God by Him, whe-
ther in His ows Per/fsn, or by His Spirit unto His
apofiles, were likewife by divine infpiration commit-
ted to writing. This is exprefsly afirmed concern-
ing what He delivered in His own perfonal minif-
try +, and may be proved by uncontrollable argu-
ments concerning the 1elt of them. Hence, as the
feriptures of the Old Teftament were thut up with
a caution unto the church ¢to adhere unto 7le lagaw
azd teftizony, with the denunciation of a curfe to
the contrary f, fo the writings of the New Telta-
ment are clofed with a curfe on any that thall pre-
fume to add any thing more thereunto ||.

Fourthly, The feripture is now become ke only ex-
CFRG) micans q}”a’f'-*uz';:eﬁfpcr?mmraf luminarion, becaula
it is the only repofitory of all divine {upernatural
revelation §.

Fifthly, In afierting the {fcripture to be the only
external means of divine revelation, I do it not ex-
clafively of thofe inftructions of God which are fwbor-
dizatz unto it, and appointed as means to make it
efre&tual unto our fouls :— As,

1. Our own perfenal endeavours in reading, ftudy-
ing and meditating on the feripture, that we may
come to aright apprehenfion of the things contained

in

* Hebo 1o 1, 2. T Lukei 2. A&si. 1. John xx. 37,

-1 Mal.iv. 4, 5,6, || Rev.xxii. 18, § Pfal. zix. 7, 8. 1.
vili. 2¢. 2 Tim. m, 15, 10, 17,
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in it, It is known to all, how frequently z&:s
duty is prefled upon us, and what promifes are an-
nexed to the performance of it*.  Without this, it
15 in vain to expelt illumination by the word, And
thercfore we may fee multitudes living and walking
1n extreme darknefs, when yet the word is every

where »/gh them : bread, which is the {taff of life,
will yet nourifh no man who doth not provide, and
teed upon it ; no more would manna, unlefs it was
gatheraed and prepared.

2. The muatual infbrudtion of one another in the
mind of God out of the fcripture, is alfo required
thereunto. For we are obliged by 1be Jaw of nature
to endeavour the good of othersin various degrees ;-
as our children, our families, our neighbours, and
all with whom we have any converfe. And this is
the principal good, abfolutely confidered, that we
can communicate to others ; namely, to infiruét
them in the knowledge of the mind of God. This
whole duty, in all the degrees of it, is reprefented
in that command, Thox foalt teack my words diligent~
ly unto thy children, and fbalt talk of them ahen thou fit-
teft in thy houfe, and wbhen thou avalkeff by the away,
and when thou lieff down, and avhen thou rifeft up +.
Thus when our Saviour found his difciples talking
by the away, he appearing as a private man, inftruct-
ed them into the {enfe of the feripturel. And the

neglelt

* Deut, vi. 6, 7. xi. 18, 19. Jofh.i. 8, Pfal. exix. Col.
Bi. 6. 2 Tim. 3l 15, T Deut. vi.7. 1 Luke xxiv. 26,
2Ty 3%
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negle@ of this duty 1s one caufe of that great dark.
nefs and ignorance which yet abounds amongft us..

3. The miuiffry of the averd in the church is that
which 1s principally included in this affertion. The
fcripture 1s the ozfy means of illumination, but it
becomes fo principally by the application of it unto
the minds of men 1n the miniftry of the word *.
'The church, and the miniftry of it, are the ordinan-
ces of God, that His mind and will, as revealed in
His word, may be made known unto the children
of men. And that church and minifiry, whereof

this 1s not the frf# and principal defign, is neither ap-
pointed of God, nor approved by Him,

Sixthly, That the feripture, which thus contains
the whole of divine revelation, may be a {uflicient
external caufe of illumination unto us, two things
are required.

1. That we believe it to be a divine rewelation, im-
mediately proceeding from God Himfelf, and not
from the folly or deceit, nor from the {kill and ho-

nefty of men +. It tenders no light or inftruftion
under any other notion, but as it comes direély

from God ; not as the word of man, but as i* 75 75~
deed the avord of the Living God}. And whatever
any one may learn from 1t, under any other confi-
deration,

* Matt, v. 14, 15. 2 Cor. v. 18—20. Eph. iv. I1-=13,

r Tim. iii. xg. T 2 Pet. 1. 19g~~21. Heb.1, 1, 2 Tim.
i, 16, Ifa, viil. 20. T 1 Thef i, 13.
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deration, belongs not unto the iliumination we en-
quire after *.

2. That we underfland the r,{'gz'ﬂg.r coriained in if.
For it it be unto us a fealed boek, whatever viflons
or means of light it has in itfelf, we fhall receive no
advantage thereby +. It is not the words them-
felves of the feripture, but our underftanding them
that givcs us Iight; 1he entrance af z‘/{y woid gs'-*v-
eth light 1. So the difciples underitood not the
teftimonies of the feripture concerning the Lord
Chrift, until Fe expounded them unto them |.
We have the {fame inftance in the Eunucd and Poi-
l/p §. To this very day the nation of the Jeaws
have the fcriptures of the Old Teftament, and the
outward letter of them in fuch efteem and venera-
tion, that they even adorec and worfthip them, and
yet they are not enlightened by them. And the
fame 1s fallen out among many that are called
chriftians, or thev could never embrace fuch foolifh
opinions, and pra&ife {uch 7de/atries in worlhip as
fome of them do. And this brings me to my defign
for which we have been thus far making way ; aad
it is to fhew, that both thefe are from the Holy
Ghoft ; namely, that we rruly beliewe the fcripture
to be the word of God ; and that we waderffand fa-

wvingly the mind of God therein ; both which belong
unto fpiritual, divine illumination.

C I—I A P- .
*¥ Neh. viii. 8. Ifa. xxviii. 9. Hof. xiv. 9. Prov. i. 6. Pfal,
-cxix. 34. Matt. xv. 16. 1 Johnv.zo. < Ifa. xxix. 11, 12.

I PLoexixe 1300 || Luke xxiv, 27, 45, § A€ts viii. 31—16.
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CHAP. II.

IVhat it is infallibly to believe the Scripture, as the
Word of God, affirmed.

N our believing, or our faith, two things are to
be confidered. 1. WWhar it is that we believe.

2. Whercfore we {o believe. The firft is the odje&
of our faith, the latter the reafoz of it. The objet
of our faith, is the things revealed in the feripture.
That God is one in Three perfons, that Jefus Chrift
is the Son of God, and the like propefrtions of truth,
are the ofje& of our faith, or that which we believe.
And the reafon why we believe them, is becaufe they
are propofed in the {cripture. Thus the apofile ex-
prefles the whole of what we mean : I delivered un-
0 you firfd of all, that ewhich I alfo received, hoav thar
Chrift died for our fins according to the feriptures, that
be avas buried and 1hat be vofe again the third day ac-
‘cording tothe feriptares *.  Chrift’s death, burial and
refurre€tion, are the things propofed unto us to be
believed, and fo the objef7 of our faith. But the
reafon why we believe them is, becaufe they are de-
clared in the fitriptures +. Moreover, if we be afked
a reafon of our faith or hope, or awhy we believe the
things we fo profefs, as God to be One in Three
perfons, Jefus Chrift to be the Son of God ? we do
not

“ 100 xv. 3, 4. T A&s viil, 2830,
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not anfwer, becaufe it is fo, and we believe it ; this
would be fooliflh : But we mult give fome other an-
{fwer unto the enquiry. The proper anf{wer contains
both the reafon and odjei? of our faith ; that which it
refts upon, and is refolved into.

2. We do not in this enquiry intend any kind of
perfuafion or faith but that which s diwize and
infallible, both from its objelt and caufe. Whatever
per{uafion outward reafons may beget in the minds
of men, that the things which they profefs to believe
are true, yet, 1if they are alone, it 1s not diwvine faith
whereby they believe, but that which is merely fu-
man, as being refolved into human teftimony ; or,
it.1s only an opinion on probable arguments; for
faith cannot be of any other kind than is the evi-
dence upon which 1t is founded. Yet, I doubt not,
but that fome who have never further confidered the
reafon of their believing than the tea hing of their
mnftrudtors, have yet that evidence in their own fouls
of the truth and authority of God in what they be-
lieve; that with refpe& thereunto, their faith is 4;-
wine and fupernatural. 'The faith of moft hath a be-
ginning and progrefs not unlike that of the Sama-
ritans *, | ‘ |
- 3. When we enquire after faith that is snfll/idle,
or believing infallibly, which, we fhallthew hereafter,
15 neceflary 1n this cale, we do not intend an inbe-

C rend
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vent quality in the fﬂbjE& as though he that be~
ficves with faith :ry@z!ﬁé/e, muift himfelf alfo be in=
fallible ; much lefs do we fpeak of 7ufallibility abfo-
lutely, which 1s a property of God, who alone, from
the perfeétion of His nature, can neither deceive nor
be deceived. But it is that property of the aflent of
our minds.unto divine truths, or fupernatural reve-
lations, whereby it is different from all other kinds
of affent whatfoever. For the nature of every affent
is according to the evidence upon which it proceeds.
"This in divine faith 1s divine revelation ; which
keing infallible, renders the faith that refts on it in-
fallible alfo., No man can believe that which 1s
falfe with diwine faith ; for that which renders it di-
vine, is the diwine trut/, and infallibility of the
¢round and evidence upon which it is built. But
a man may believe that which is true, infallibly fo,
and yet his faith not be infallible. 'That the fcrip-
ture is the word of God, is infallibly true ; yet the
faith whereby a man believes it, may be faliible s
for 1¢ 1s fuch as is its evidence, and no other: he
may believe it on tradition, on the teftimony of
the church, or on outward arguments, all which be-
urg fallible, his faith is {o likewife. Wherefore unto
this faith divine and infallible, it-is not requi-
red that the perfon in whom 1t 1s, beinfallible ; nor
is it enough that the thing itfelf be infallibly true ;
but it is neceflary, MOTEOVEr, that the evidence .

-whereon
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whereon it 1s believed be infallible alfo.  So it was
with them who received divine revelations immedi-
ately from God : 1t was not fuflicient that the things
revealed unto them were infallibly true, but they
were to have infallible evidence of the revelation it-
felf; then was their faith infallible, though their
peirfons were fallible.  With this faith a man can
believe nothing but what is divinely true, and
therefore it is infallible : and the reafon is, becaufe
the weracity of God, who is the God of truth, is
the only objet of it. Hence faith the prophet, Be-
lieve in the Lord your God, and you fhall be effablifbed *.

4. The authority and weracity of God revealing
that which it is our duty to believe, is the formal
reafor of our faith. The onlyreafon, why we be-
lieve that Jefus Chrift is the Son of God, that God:
15 one fingle effence fubfifting in Three Perfons, is
becaufe that God Himfelf, avbo is truth—the God of
druth, avho cannot lie +, whofe avord is truth }, and
whofe Spirit is #ruwrh §, hath revealed thefe things
fo to be; and our believing them on that ground,
renders our faith divine and fupernatural. Ourfaith
i1s alfo fupernatural, with refpe to the produftion
of it in cur minds by the Holy Ghott ; and infallible,
with refpe® to the formal reafon of it, which is di-
vine revelation; and is diwize in oppofition unto

Cz2. . that

® 2 Chron. xx. 20.  + Deut. xxxii. 4, 3} Tit. i. 2. John
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“that which 1s merely human on both accounts. As
things are propofed unto us to be believed as true,
faith in its affent refpe&s only the truth and veracity
of God; but whereas faith is required of us in a
way of obedience, and is confidered not only phy/fs-
cally 1n its nature, but morally alfo as our duty, it
refpeéts the authority of God, which, 1 therefore
join with- the truth of God, as the furmal reafon
of our faith*, And thefe things the fcripture pleads
for, when fairth is required of us in a way of duty.
{ hus faith the Lord, is that which is propofed unto
us as-a reafon why we fhould believe what is {po-
ken ; whereunto fometimes other divine names and
titles are added, fignifying his autberiry who requires
us to believe., T hus faith the Lord God, the Holy One
of Ifrael +.  Thus faith the High and Lofty Oue wwho
inbabiteths eternity, awhbofe name is Holyt.  Beliewe in
the Lord your God||. The word of the Lord precedes

moit revelations in the prophets ; and other reafons
why we fhould believe, the fcripture propofes none,
Yea, the interpofition of any other authority be-
tween the things to be believed and our fouls,

befides the autherity of Ged, overthrows the nature
of divine faith.

5. It follows that the faith whereby we believe
any divine fupernatural truth, is refolved into the

fcrip-

® 2 Sam. vit. 28. - {fa. xxx. ¥q. - T Ia lvii, 150
il 2 Chron. xx. z0.
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fcripture, as the only means of divine revelation
affeéting our minds and confciences with the autho-
rity and truth of God ; or the {cripture, as the only
immediate, divine and infallible revelation of the-
mind and will of God, 1s the firft, immediate and
JSorzial object of our faith, We believe Jefus Chrift
to be the Son of God ; the ground or reafon there- -
of, is, becaufe of the authority of God commanding

us, and the truth of God teftifying thereunto. But

how, or by what means are our minds and confci-

ences atfected with the authority and truth of God,

fo as to believe with refpect unto them, in that way,

which makes our faith divine and fupernatural ? It

is alone by the divine, fupernatural and infallible -
revelation He hath made of this facred truth, and

of His will in the feripture.

6. Should 1t be atked, upon awbat reafons we be-
lieve the fcripture to be a divine revelation, pro-
ceeding immediately from God ; or to be that word
of. God which is truth divine and infallible ? we
anfwer, itis folely upon the evidence that the Spirit"
of God 7un and by the feripture gives unto us, that it
was given by immediate infpirvation from God; or,
the ground and reafon whereon we believe the fcrips
ture to be the word of God, are the authority and
truth of God evidencing themfelves in and by it
unto the minds and confciences of men. Hence,
as our faith is refclved into the authority and vera-
Cz ity
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city of God, in whatever we aflfent unto, as pro-
pofed in the fcripture ; fo inlike manner, is this
alio of believing the fcripture 1tfelf to be the infal-
lible word of God; feecing, we do it on no other
grounds than its savn evidence that it is fo.—This is
that which is principally to be proved, and there-
fore to prepare for it, and to remove prejudices,
fomething is to be advanced.

CHAP. Il11.

Revelation by no means void of cogent extesnal ar-
guments.—Sorme of them confidered.

HERE are fundry cogent arguments, which

are taken from external confiderations of the
fcripture, that evince it on rational grounds to be
from God. All thele are motives of creaibility, or
effeCtual perfuafives to account and elteem 1t to be
the word of God. And although they neither are,
nor is it poflible they ever fhould be, the ground
and reafon whereon we believe it with faiith divine
and fupernatural ; yet are they neceflary unto the
confirmation of our faith againft temptations, op-
pofitions and objellions. I fhall treat on thcfe
which appear moft cogent; and that in them where-
in, in my apprehenfion, their firength lies. And

1 hall
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I fhall do this to manifeft zbar although we plead
that no man can believe the fcriptures to be the
word of God with faith diwine, jupernatural and in-
fallible, but upon its. own internal diwvine evidence
and efficacy, yet we allow, and muke ufe of all thofe
external arguments of 1ts divine trurth and divine ori-
gin,which are pleaded by others; afcribing asmuch
weight and force unto them as they can do, and ac-
knowledging all the perfuafion they can beget.
Only we do not judge rhem to contain the avbole of
the evidence which we have for faith to reft upon,
or to be refolved into; yea, not thar at all which
renders it divine, fupernatural and infailible.

The rational arguments, we fuy, which are, or
may be pleaded 1o this matter, with the human tef-
timonies whereby they are corroborated, may and
ought to be ufed and infifted on; and it 1s but
vainly pretended, that their ufe 1s {fuperfeded by our
other affertions; as though where faith is requi-
red, all the {ubfervient ufe of reafon were abfolutely
difcarded, and our faith thereby rendered irraticnal.
The affent unto the divine origin and authority of
‘the fcriptures, which the mind ought 1o give unto
them, we grant to be of as high a pature as it is
préetended to be; namely, a moral certainty. But
we affert,” that there is an affent of another kind
-unto the divine ‘origin and authority of the fcrip-
-tures required of us ; namely, that of faith divine

and.
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and fupernatural, which {hall alfo be declared and
proved. But yet, as was faid before, becaufe their
property is to level the ground, and to remove the
rubbifh of objeltions out of the way, that we may
build the more fafely on the fure foundation, I fhall
mention fome of thofe which I efteem juflly plead-
able in this caufe.

1. The antiquity of thefe writings, and of the di-
vine revelation contained in them, is pleaded in e-
vidence of their divine origin. And it may be fo
delervedly. For where it is abfolute, it is unquefti-
onable : God himfelf makes ufe of this plea againft
idols : 7% are my, witneffes, faith the Lord. I, even
I, am the Lord, and befides Me there is no Sawvionr. I
bhawe declared, and hawve faved, and 1 hawe [Heaved, awbhen
there avas no firaxge god among ff you : therefore ye are
wmy witneffes, faith the Lord, that I am God ®*. That
which he afferts is, that He alone is God. This He
calls the people to teftify by this argument, that He
was amongft them as God, thatis, in the church,
before any ffrange god was knewn or mamed. And
fo it is juftly pleadable in the behalf of this reve-
lation of the mind of God in the feripture; it was
in the world long before any pretended revelation.
Whatever therefore enfued with the like defign,
muft either be fet up in competition with it, or in op-
pofition unto 1it. Whereas this revelation, in the firft

books
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books of it, is acknowledged to be more antient than
any other writing in the world, and may be proved
fo to be: thercfore it is beyond all reafonable appre-
henfion that it fhould be of human origin., For
we know how low and imperfedt all human inventi-
ons were at the firft, how rude and unpolifhed, un-
til time, obfervation, following additions, and di- .
minutions had formed, and improved them. But
this writing coming forth into the world abfolutely
firft of its kind, dirc&ing us into the knowledge of
God and ourfelves, was at once fo complete and
perfet, that no art, or wifdom of men, could ever
yet find any juft defeét in it, or was ever capable to
add any thing unto it, whereby it might be improv-
ed. Neither from the beginning would it ever ad-
it of any additions,. but what came from the fame
teuntain of divine revelation and infpiration. This
argument Is purfued by many at large, with great
variety of bifferical and chronological obfervations.
And it hath bLeen fo fcanned, that nothing but the
giving of it a new drefs remains for prefent or
future diligence. But an additional force will pre-
fent itfclf, if we confider the charaler of the people
amongf{t whom this revelation firlt appeared in the
world, and the time wbhen it did fo. When {ome
nations had fo improved and cultivated the light of |
nature, as greatly to _excel others in .wifdom and
knowledge, the people of the Jews were ignorant
and barbarous.  And the more wife thefe na-

tions
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tions conceived themfelves, the more they defpifed

others. Indeed the Jews were utter firangers unto

all thofe arts and {ciences, whereby the faculties of
men’s minds are naturally enlarged, Nor did they

pretend unto any wifdom whereby they might ftand
in competition with other nations, except that which
they received by divine revelation. And this God
Flimfelf had taught them to look upon and efteemn
as their only wifdom before all the world *, Now
we f{hall not confider what were the firft attempts
of other nations in exprefling their conceptions
of divine things, and the duty and happinefs of
men, but only remark, that the Egyptians and Gre-
cians were thofe who vied for reputation in the im-
provement of this wifdom. But it is known that the
utmoft produfions of their endeavours, were things
foolifh, irrational and abfurd, contrary to the Being
and Providence of God. And we may notice, that
what they attained .unto, in the fulnefs of time,
by all their improvement of fcience, wifdom, mu-
tual intelligence, experience, communication, ftu-
.iiy and obfervation, where they had added to, and
taken from the inventions of all former ages from
time immemorial; yea, when they had difcarded
whatever they found by experience not fuited to na-
tural light, and the common reafon of mankind ;
after all it muft be confefled, that the apofile pafied

a juft .
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a juft cenfure upon them, and on the utmoft of their
attalnments 3 namely, that rbey avaxed wain in their
imaginations—and that the aworld by «wifdom kinewv not
God. Whence then was 1t, that in one nation, ¢-
fteemed barbarous, and really fo, with refpeét to that
wifdom, thofe arts and fciences which ennobled other
nations, withoutconverfe, communication, learning
or experience, there fhould at once proceed tuch
a law, dodtrine and Inftruttions concerning God
and man, {o {table, certain and uniftorm, as fhould
not only incomparably excel all the productions of
human wifdom unto that purpofe, and thofe ad-
vantaged by time and experience, but alfo abide
invariably throughcut all generations, fo as that,
whatever hath been advanced in oppofition unto it,
hath quickly funk under the weight of its own fol-
ly }~=This one confideration gives fufficient fatif-
faction, that this book muft be an immediate
emanation from God.

z. Itis apparent, that God, in all ages, has ex-

erted his power and care in the prefervation of this
book. Were not the 476/ what it pretends to be,

it would have been unbecoming the Divine Being,
and his Providence, not to have blotted it out of
the world long fince. For God to perimit a book to
continue, from the biginning of time, that falfely
pretended to His name and authority, and thereby
to feduce fo great a proportion of mankind into a
- ruinous apoiftafy from Himlfelf; and allo to expofe
a great
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a great multitude of the wifeft and beft of them,
unrtto all forts of cruel miferies for their attachment to
it, feems not to be confonant with that infinite

wildom, goodnefs and care by which he governs the
world.

Further, The malicious craft of Satan, and the
power and rage of mankind, have combined to the
ruin and utter fuppreflion of this book; and fome-
rimes proceeded fo far, as that there was no appa-
rent way for its efcape ; yet through the watchful
care and providence of God, 1t has been preferved
unto this dav, and fhall be to the confummation of all
things :—77// Heaven and Earth pafs away, one jot
or one tittle fhall in no avife pafs firom the laaw. Should
there be any, that will not afcribe this prefervation
of the books of the bible, not only in their being,
but in .their purity and integrity, unto the care of
God, it is incumbent on them to affign fome other
caufe proportionate to {fuch an effe&t. For my part,
I cannot but judge that he that does not fee the
hand of divine providence f{iietched out in the pre-
fervation of this book, for thoufands of years, and
that rhrough all the deluges and calamities that
have befallen the world, with the weatnefs of 2hbe
mecans thereunto, and the intereft of thofe in whofe
power it was to have corrupted it ; namely, the a-
poftate churches of Fews and Chrifians, as con-
neCted with the open oppofition that hath been

made
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made againft i1t, does not believe there is fuch a
thing as divine Providence at all.

It was firft written in the very infancy of the Ba-
bylonian Empire, with which it afterwards cotempo-
rized about nine hundred years. By this monar-
chy that people, which alone had thelfe eracles of God
committed unto them, were opprefled, deftroyed, and
carried into captivity., But this book was then
preferved amongft them, although it condemned
them, their gods, and religicus worfhip; and as
fuch, could not fail to enrage their minds. Satan
alfo had enthroned himfelf as the objelt of their vene-
ration and worfhip. In the whole world there was
nothing that judged, oppofed, and condemned him,
or them, but this book only, which now was ab-
{olutely in their power. But through the mere
provifion of divine care it outlived that monarchy,
and faw the ruin of its greateft adverfaries.  So did
it during the continuance of the Perfian Monarchy
which fucceeded, whilit the people were {itill under
the power of idolaters, again{t whom this was the
only teftimony in the world. By fome branches of
the Grecian Monarchy, a moft fierce and diligent at-
tempt was made to have utterly deftroyed it; bar {till
it was fnatched by divine power out of the furnace.
The Romans deftroyed both the people and place
defigned until then for its prefervation, carrying

the antient copy of thelaw in triumph to Rome at
O D the
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g the conqueft of Ferufalem.  And t}icy exercifed a
rage againft it for fundry ages, with the fame fuc-
cels of former enemies. From the very firfi, all
the endeavours of mankind that profefied an open
enmity againft it have been fruftrated. ~ And thofe
alfo to whom it was outwardly committed, as the
Feavs firft, and the antichriftitan church afterwards,
not only fell into opinions and pradtices abfolutely
inconfiftent with it, but alfo built all their prefent
and future interefts on thofe opinions and pra&ices s .
vet none of them durft ever attempt the corrupting
of one line in it, but were forced to attempt their
own fecurity, by a pretence of additicnal traditions ;
and keeping the bocek itfelf, as much as they durft,
out of the hands, and from the knowledge of all thofe,
who were not engaged in the fame intereft with
themfelves.  Whence could all this proceed, but

from the watchful care and power of divine Provi-
dence ? .

3. The defign of rbe whole, and each portion of
3t, harh an imprefs of divine »iidom and authority
upon it.  And confifts of two parts : Firft, To re-
veal God unto men :~—f{econdly, To diret men into
the enjoyment of God.—That thefe are the two

orear concerns of our life, muft be acknowledged
by all,

1. tr fpeaks 1n the name and authority of God;
and neither delivers, nor commands any thing, but

w hat
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‘what is becoming His infinite holinefs, wifdom and
goodnefs. It makes that declaration of Him ia
His being, properties and will, wherein we are, or
fhould be highly concerned, fo that we may know
Him aright, according to the utmoft capacity of
our finite underftandings. Neither do we urge His
authority in this cafe only, but here and elfe where
refort to the evidence of His reafonings compared
with matter of fat., What hornble darknefs, ig-
norance and blindnefs was upon the whole world
with refpeét to the knowledge of God ?—What con-
fufion and debafement of our nature enfued, whillt
God fuffered all nations to avalk in their own aways,
and ainked at the times of their ignorance ? The truth
1s, that the only true God became unknown unte
the wifeft of them *, and Satan himfelf became #be
god of this avorld 4+, and had procured all religious
devotion and reverence to be paid to himfelf; fo
that be things avbich the Gentiles facrificed, they facrie
Jiced unto dewils, and not unto God 1. It is acknowledg-
ed, that fome few jfpeculative men, amongft the Hea-
then, did feek after God in that borrid darknefs, and
laboured to reduce their conceptions of His being
unto what reafon could apprehend of infinite per-
feCtions, and what the works of ereation and provi-
dence could {fuggeit ; but none could ever free them-
lelves from the grofleft practical idolatry, norin the

D2 leaft
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feaft influence the minds of the generality of man-
&ind with any due apprehenfions of the Divine Na-
ture *. With refpedt anto this ftate of the world,
the feripture is well called, a Zight fhining in a dark
place +. It gives at once unto all men a perfe& and
clear declaration of CGod in His being and authori-
ty, and 1t evidences itfelf unto the minds and confci-
ences of all, whom 1be god of 255 avorld hath not aba
folutely blinded with the power of prejudice and
iuft, and thereby further confirmed in their enmity
0 God Himfelf. There is indeed no more requi-
red to free mankind from this horrible darknefs,
about the nature of God, and the worfhip of idols,
but a fedate and unprejudiced confideration of the |
revelation of thefe things in the feripture. We may
fay therefore unto all thé world with the prophet,
When they fay unto you, Seek unto them awho hawve fami-
liar [pirits, and unto wwizards, that pecp and mutter,
Should not a people feek unto their God 2 for the living
2o the dead? To the law and teftiziony 5 if they fpeak not
according to this auerd, it is becanfe there is no light in
ther t.  And this alfo proves the {eriptures plainly
to be of a diwine origin. This revelation of God
and his will is moit excellent, and more important
anto mankind, than the fun in the firmament is,
as to the proper end of their exiftence ; for none of
the wiie men of the world could attain, or make

known,
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known this knowledge of God : the world by awifdors
bnew not God*. And whatever notions of truth;
concerning God and His effence, may be found in
thofe Philofophers, who lived after the preaching of
the gofpel, more than in antient Pggans, they are
derived from the fountain of the fcréiptare, and were
by various means taken from them.

2. This doérine is to dired? mankind how to live
unto God, and obtain that reft and bleflednefs they
are capable of, and without the enjoyment of z4¢/e,
it were better nor zo be. Now thefe things never
were propofed to the generality of mankind, but
they lived in perpetual confufion : the enquiries of
the Philofophers about the chief end of man, and the
nature of felicity, with the ways how to obtain it,
are nothing but fo many uncertain and fierce con-
~ tefts, wherein not one truth is aflerted, nor one du-
ty prefcribed, that is not fpoiled or vitiated by its
circamf{tances ; befides, they never rofe up fo mucl -
as to a ﬁfrm{ﬁe about the moit important matlers qf’

religion, without which 1t is imnpoflible we fhould ob-
tain the end for which we were made, or the.hap-

pinefs whereof we are capable. Noaccount could"
they give of our apoffafy from God, of the depravity
of our nature, of the caufe, or neceflary cure there-
of. In this loft and wandering condition, the fcrip-

ture prefents itfelf as a light and guide unto all, di-
D 3 reting:
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recting them in their whole courfe, with a view to
bring them unto the enjoyment of God, unlefs they
wilfully fhut their eyes, lowving darknefs rather than
light, becaufe their deeds are evil. 1t declares what
was the condition of our nature in its f»2 creation,
and how we fell from it ; what is the nature, confe-
quences, and effeéts of our prefent depravity and
apofiafy from God 3 how help and relief is provided
for us by infinite wifdom, grace and mercy ; what
that help 15, and how we may be interefted in, and
made partakers of it. It ftates what is that {yftem
of duty, or courfe of cbedience which God requires ;
and wherein our eternal felicity confifts: all thefe
are {o clearly revealed in the {criptures, as in gene-
ral to leave mankind in no doubf, or conjefture,
provided they lay afide inhveterate prejudices received
from tradition, education, the love of {in, and the
government of various lufts, which. are known to
have an inconceivable power over the minds, fouls
and affeions of men. ‘Thefe, therefore, whofe
defire. and intereft it is, that the dounds and diffe-
rences of good and evil fhould be unfixed and con-
founded, who are afraid to know what they were,
are, or {hall be; who care not to know either God
or.themfelves, their duty or reward, may defpife this
book, and deny its divine origin; others will retain
2. facred.veneration for it, as the offspring of God.

4. The
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a. The teffimony of the church may alfo be pleaded-
unto the fame purpofe. The church is faid to be
the pillar and ground of the truth ™. 'T'his 1s the on-
ly text pleaded with any fobriety, to give counte-
nance to the authority of the church. But it can-
not be fo the pillar ard ground of ruth, that the
truth fhould, as it were, reft upon it as its founda-
tion : for this is contrary to the fame apoitle, who
teaches that the church itfelf i1s built upon 2be foun-
dation of the apoftles and prophets, fefus Chrift Himfelf
being the chief corner ffone +.  'The church cannot be
the ground of truth, and truth the ground of the
church in the fame fenfe. Wherefore the church is
the ground and pillar of truth, in that it holds up and
declares the fcriptures to be the word of God.

In receiving any thing from a church, we may
confider the anthority of it, or its miniftry. By the
authority of the church in this matter, we intend
no more than the weight and importance of its tef-
timony. For to fuppofe an autherity, properly fo-
“called, in any church, or in all the churches that are
in the world, whereon our reception of the {cripfure

fhould depend is wrong : for the authority and truth
of God ftand not in 'need, nor are capable of any

fuch atteftation from men, The teltimony there-
fore which lintend, is that of multitudes; perfons
of unfpotted reputation, free from any poflibility of

1M
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impeachment, as unto any con/piracy amongft them-
{elves, with refpe&t to any corrupt end, and having
not the leaft fecular advantage to anfwer by what

they teftified unto, confequently, muft ftand clear
of all exceptions.

'T'o evidence the force of this confideration, I fhall
‘briefly reprefent, W ko they were that gave, and do
now give this teftimony : Unto wbhar they gave it:
and How or by what means they did fo.

Firft, The teftimony of thofe by whom the feve-
ral beoks of the fcripture were written, 1s to be
confidered. All of them, feparately and jointly
declare, that abar they wrote was received by
divine infpiration, . 'This the apoftle Perer pleads in
the name of -them all :—For ave hbawve not followved
cunningly devifcd fables, avben ave made kinown unto
you the power and coming of ouy Lovd Fefus Chriff, but
were eye switneffes of His Majefty,  For be received
from God the Father, honour and glory, avhen there
came fuch a woice to Him from the excellent glory, € his
is my beloved Son, in awhom I am aell pleafed.  And
this woice abich came from beaven we heard, avhen we
wvere with Him in the boly mount. We have alfo a
more fure word of prophecy, wwhereunto we do well to
take heed, as unto a light that fhineth in a dark place,
untilthe day daswau, and the day flar arife in your hearts :
knowing this firft, that ﬂalprapbag’ of the jeripture is
of any private interpretation. KFor the prophecy came

no
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wot in old time by the avill of man, but boly men of God
JSpake as 1hey avere moved by the Holy Ghofp®. This
is the univerfal teftimony of the writers both of the
Old and New Teftament. So, in particular, jobn
bears witnefs unto his revelations ;3 Thefe aire the
true and faithful fayings of God +. 'The things plead-
ed ro give force unto this teftimony in particular, 1
fhall reduce unto thefe two ideas: (1.) Of their
perfons ¢ (2.) Of the manner of their writing.

t. As totheir per/ons, they were abfolutely remov-
ed from all poflible fufpicion of decciving or being
deceived. The wit of all the atheiffical /pirits in the
world 1s not able to fix on any one thing. as a to-
lerable plea for any {uch jufpicicn. And furmifes in
things of this nature, which have no juit ground,
are to be looked upon as diabolical fuggeffions, or
atheiftical dreams, or at beft, the falfe imaginations
of weak minds. We might here notice, the nature
and defign of their work, thelr unconcernment
with all fecular affairs, and their non-acquaintance
with each other: we might further confider the
times and places wherein the things reported by
them were done ; the facility of conviting them of
falfhood, if what they wrote, as matter of fact, were
not true ; and the certainty that this would have
been the cafe, had 1t been pofiible, arifing from the
known defire, ability, will and intereft of their ene-.

mice,
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snies, and which, confequently would have put an
iffue unto all that difference that was in the world
about their do&rine : moreover, that barmony, which
prevailed amongft themfelves, without any antece-
dent agreement; the miferies which they fuffered, up-
on the fole account of their doftrine, and with other
circumflances innumerable that are pleadable to
evince the fincerity and integrity of any witnefles
whatever, do all concur to prove, that they did not
follow cunningly devijed fables, in what they declared
concerniug the mind and will of God. For to con-
front this evidence with bare furmifes, incapable of

any rational countenance, is only.to manifelt what
brutifh impudence, infidelity is forced to retreat
unto for thelter.

2. 'Their {tyle and manner of writing .deferves
peculiar attention. For all thofe charasers of a di-
vine original, that can be communicated unto an
outward divine revelation, are Imprefled cn it.
Notwithftanding the diftance of ages, the difference
of languages, and the variety of natural abilities,
education, and other circumftances, yet there is up-
on the whole and each part of their writings, that
gravity, 1maj§[z'_y, and authority, mixed with plainnefs
and freedom from all appearance of affeftation, as
muft excite the admiration of all that ferioufly con-
fider them. All human compofitions, pretending
to a divine qrigin, as the apocryphal books, and

' {ome
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fome other {purious pieces, faid to be written in
the apoftles’ days, difcover fuch artifice and weak-
nefa as conviét themfelves. So every thing necefla-
' nly muit do, which being merely buman, pretends
uhto an immediate derivation from God. When
men have done all they can, there will be as evi-
dent a difference in thefe things, as there is between
wheat and chaff, or between real and painted fire *,

Unto the teftimony of the divine writers them-
felves, we muft add that of thofe who in all ages
have belicved in Chrif} through their aword, which 1is
the defcription the Lord Jefus Chrift gives of His
church +. This 1s the church which bears witnefs
te the feripture in its divine orvigin, and it may be
added, we know this witnels is true. With thefe,
I had rather venture my faith and eternal condition,
than with any f{ociety, any real or pretended church
whatever. And amongft thefe, an efpecial regard
ought to be had to thofe iunumirable multitades, who
in the primitive times witnefied this confeflion
throunghourt the world, as they had many advanta.
ges above us, to know the certainty of fundry mat-
ters of fa&k, upon which the verity of our religion
much depends. We are called 1n p-;;.rticular to no-
tice their teftimony, for it is fignalized by Chrift
himfeilf. In the grear judgment thatis to be pafled
upon the world, the firit appearance is of the fouls

of
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of them that were beheaded for the aitnefs of Fefus,
and for the word of God ¥« And who that confiders
this rationally, can fufpeét all fuch perfons of folly,
" credulity, wickednefs or confpiracy amongift them-
felves, which fuch a diffufed multitude was incapa-
ble of ? Neither can any man undervalue their tef-
timony, but he muift comply with their adverfaries
againft them, who, it is well known, were the worit
and bafeft of mankind. And who is there, that be-
lieves there is a God, and an eternal future world,
that had not rather have his foul with Pax/, than

with Nere 3 with the holy martyrs, than with their
~ diabolical perfecutors @ Wherefore this tcltimony,
which began from the firft writing of the {cripture,
and was carried on by the bo# of men in all ages,
and made confpicuoufly glorious in the primitive
times of chriftianity, muft needs be with all wife
men unavoidably cogent, or at lealt unto a due
confideration of what they bear witnefs unto, and
{fufficient to Tcatter all fuch prejudices as atbeifin or
prophaneue/s may raife or fuggelt.

Secéndly, What it was they gave teltimony unto,
s duly to be confidered. And this was not only
that the book of the {fcripture was good, holy and
true, in a!l the contents of it, but that the whole
and every part of 1t was given by divine infpiration,
as their faith in this matter is exprefled +. On this

account,
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account, and no other, did they themfelvés receive
the seripture, believe and yield obedience unto the
things contained in it. Neither would they admit
that their teftimony was received, if the whole world
would allow of; or obey the {cripture upon any
other terms. Nor will God Himfelf allow of any
affent unto the fcripture under any other concep-
tion, but as that word which is immediatcly {fpoken
by Himfelf. Hecnce they, who refufe to givé cre-
dit thereunto, are f{aid 7o belie the Lord, and 10 Jay,
it is not Fle ¥ yea, to make God a liar 4. That the
whole fcripture was given by infpiration of God ;
that 1t was His word, His #rue and faithful fayings,
was that which in the firlt place they gave tefthmo-
ny unto, and we alfo are -obliged fo to do. And
they were always efteemed no lefs traitors to chri-
fiianity, who gave up their biblcs to perfecutors,
than thofe who denied Jefus Churift.

Thirdly, The manner wherein this teftimony
was given, adds to the importance of it: for,

1. Many of the firlt preaciiers give evidence unto
the truth of the Gofpel by funaiy miracles, efpecially
in fome feafons . But it muft be granted, that
thefe miracles were not wrought immediately to con-
firm this {ingle truth, that the fcripture was given
by divine infpiration. For the end of miracles was
to atteft God’s approbation of the perfons and mi-

E niftry
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niftry of thofe by whom they were wrought. As
to.the miracles of Chriﬁ Himf{felf, and moft of thofe
of His apofiles, they were wrought amongft them
by whom the books of the O/ Tefament were ac-
knowledged, "and before the writing of the Neaw ;
fo that their defign could not be the immediate con-
firmation of the one or the other. Neither have
we any infallible teftimony concerning rhen: but the
fecripture itfelf ; whence it 1s neceffary, that we
fhould believe the fcripture to be infallibly true,
before we can believe on grounds infallible the mi-
racles recorded therein.  Neverthelefs, thofe who
give this teftimony had an atteltation thereby unto
their own mimftry.

2. Many of them confirmied their teftimony with
their fufferings, and were not only witnefles but
martyrs . So far were they from any worldly ad-
vantage, by the profeflions they made, that in con-
firmation of them, they willingly and chearfuliy
underwent whatever was dreadful, amd even de-
ftruflive 10 human nature in its temporal concerns,
it is therefore unqueftionable, that they had the
higheft affurance of the truth in thefe things, of
which the mind of man is capable. Thisis the
principal defign of the apoftle in the eleventh chap-
ter ‘o the Hebreawwrs, where he ftates the nature of
faith in general ; namely, ibe fubflance of things

boped
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boped for, and the evidence of things not feen : that is,
fuch an aflent unto, and confidence i1n invifible ob-
jeéts, as no demonftration of fenfe or reafon could
afford, but was purely refolved into divine revelation.
He then produces a long lift of thofe who fuffcred
and died in the execrcife of their faith, and thereby
obtained a good report; enlarges'upon the hard-
fhips, miferies, cruelties and tortures they endured,
and confiders and calls them a cloud of avitueffes *,
bearing teftimony to divine revelation. And cer-
tainly what was thus teftified unro, by fomany greart,
wife and holy perfons, and that in fuch a way and
manner, has as great an outward evidence of its
truth, as any thing of that nature is capable of in
this world. '

3. They gave not their teftimony on fome extra-
erdizary occafions, or by lome oxe folemn alf, or in
fome one certain way, as other teftinionies are given,
but in their whole courfe, in all that they f{aid and
did in the world, and in the entire difpofal of their
ways, lives and actions to the providence of God.
When men are called out to give a verbal teftimony
unto the divine origin of the Scripture, it 1s compa-
ratively of no value; but when men manifeft and
evince, that the declaration of the mind of God in
the fcripture hath a fovereign authority over their
fouls and confciences, then is their witnefs power-

E 2 ful
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ful and efficacious. There is to me a thoufand
times more force and weight in the teftimony of
fome holy perfons to this purpofe, who experience

:n themfelves, and exprefs-to others, the power and
authority of the word of God in their fouls and con-
fciences, living, fuffering and dying in peace, aflu-
rance of mind, and confolation thereon, than in the
verbal declaration of the molt fplendid, numerous

church in the world, who evidence not fuch an in-
ward fenfe of its power and eflicacy,

4. I fhall add the confideration of that ficees5,
which the doltrine of the gofpel has had in the
world ; efpecially upon the frft preaching of it.
'T'wo things are to be noticed, viz. The perfens by
whom 1t was carried on; and the way and manner
of its propagation.

1. The perfons by whom: this work was carried

on, were the apofles and ewvangelifts, who were, as to
their outward cordition, poor, low and defpifed;

and as to the endowments of their minds, deftitute
of all thofe abilities and advantages which might
eive them either reputation or a probability of
fuccefs. This the Jews marked in them with con-
tempt. Now «wbhen they jaw the boldnefs of Peter and

Tobn, and pevceived they awere unlearned and ignorant

men, they marvelled*. And the Gentiles alfo defpifed

them on the fame account, and gave the apofile no

- better
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better a title than that of dadbler *. So for a long
fcafon they kept up the idea in the world, that
Chriftianity was the religion of idiots, or at moit of
very illiterate men, But God had another defign
in this order of things, which the apoftle declares:
e hawe this treafure in earthen weffels, that the excels
lency of the power may be of God, and not of us+. Had
there been employed in this work, perfons whofe en-
dowments and qualifications might have been jodg-
ed fufficient to have produced fuch effelts, the divizne
poaver and glory would have been obfcured. And
he who is not able to difcern the power of God, in
bringing about fo great a work, by means fo difpro-
portionate, muft certainly be under the power of the
itrongeft prejudices.

2. The way and manner of its propagation muft
be confidered. Mighty works have becn wrought
by the force of arms, and alfo by the powers of elo-
quence. By the former have empires been fet up 5
and by the fame means have the fuperititions of
Mahomer been impofed on f{everal nations.” And
the latter likewife has produced great effedts on the
minds of men. It might therefore have been expett-
- ed that thofe, who were engaged 1n {fo great a work,
would have attempted to have employed one of thefe
means ; but they entirely abandoned both. As to-
outward force, power and authority, they had none :

E 3 | nay, -
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nay, the ufe of all carnal weapons was utterly incon-
fiftent wirh their work and defign. With refpe&t to
perinifive clojuence, and human wifdom, it was {tu-
dicufly avo . ed .n this work, as extremely prejudi-
cial to.the fucc is of 1t *. But this alone they did ;
they went up and down preaching to Fews and
Gentiles, tret Jefus Chrijt dicd for our fins, and rofe
againaccording to the jeriptures +. This preaching of
the cro/s, both for ti.e fubje&t and manner of it, was
confidered. as fooiithnefs : and befides this, they alfo
taught the obfervance of religibusworfhip in meet-
ings, aflemblies or conventicles, which all the laws
in the world prohibited . No fooner therefore did
the rulers.and governors of the earth begin to take

notice of them, than they judged, that it all tended
to feditlor and commotion. Thus the generality of

mankind were enraged both againft them and their

converts. And yet, notwithflanding all oppofition,

their doctrine prevailed to fubdue the world to the
abedience thereof.

We may add two ideas,. taken from the- ftate of
the wor/d at that time, which will {hew the quality
of this work, and manifeft it to have been of God.

1. ‘The writers of the New Teftament conftantly
difiribute the world into Feavs and Genrilos. The

Jews were at this time in full pofleffion of all the
- true religion that was profeffed, and this they boafiw

ed

% 1 Cor. il g F 1.Corrxv. 3, 4o 1 ACsxviii, ¥3. xvi. 21,



( 43 )

ed of as their privilege.  'he Greels, on the other
hand, were in full polleficu ¢f the arts and friences,
and all that which the world calls CLILAOE ?ht*j,- nad
alfo a religion, which they had received by iony ira-
dition from their fathers, and this they had adorned
with various myiteries to their complete {aristaction.
'The Romans allo, who were now 1n full power, a-
{cribed all their profperity and empire to their gods,
and the worfhip they gave them. 1t was a funda-
mental maxim in their government, that they fhould
profper or decay, according as they obferved or
negleted their religion. 1'his had fuch an influence
upon their minds, that after many hundred years,
when fome books of Numa, their fecond king and
principal eftablifher of their common-wealth, were
found, inftead of paying them.any refpet, they or-
derced them ¢o be burunt, becaufe one, who had read
them, took his oath, that they were contrary to
their prefent worthip and devotion. Upon the de-
cline of their empire, after the prevalency of cbri/-
tian:ity, thole who were obfiinate 1n thelr paganifm,
fevercly refle€ted upon the chriftians, and avowed
the relinquifhment of their old religion to be the
caufe of iheir prefent calamities.

In this ftate of things, the preachers of the gofpel
came amongl(t them, and not only brought a new
do&i.ne, under all the afore-mentioned difadvanta-
ges, but moreover, that He who was the head ofit,

WS
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was newly crucified by the then prefent powers of
the earth, for a malefadtor ; and that His doétrine
was exprefily defigned to take away the religion from
the Fews, the wifdom from the Greeks, and the prina
cipal maxim of polity from the Romans, 1t were
eafy to fee how all thefe {efts would be engaged. from
principles of worldly intereft and honour, to oppofe,
decry, and condemn this new doftrine. If a few
craftimen could fill a whole city with a tumult
againft the gofpel, fearing a decay of their trade,
which was the cafle at Epbe/zs * 3 what mufli we
think was done throughout the world, by all thofe
who were enraged by higher provocations ?—It was
as death to the Jfews, to part with their religion ;
both on account of the convi&ion they had of its
truth, and the honour they fuppofed to accrue to
themfelves thereby. And for the Greeks, to have
all their avifdesz difcarded as impertinent foolery, by
the preaching of a.few illiterate men, ratfed in them
the greateflt indignation. The Romans alfo were
wife enough to {fecure tthuﬂdamem‘aZ maxim of their
ftate. The world therefore feemed perfettly forti-
fied again{t the admiflion of this new doctrine, atlealt
on the terms 1t was propofed :—there could be no
danger furdly. that ever it fhould obrain any confi-
derable progrefs in the world. But {trange! Reli-
gion, wifdom, might, honour, profit, intereft, repu-
tation were all impelled to give way to its power and
efficacy. | 2, The .
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2. 'T'he world was at that time in the higheft en-
joyment of peace, profperity and plenty ;5 and it is
known, that men, ufually by thefe things, mate pro-
vifton for the flefb, to fulfil the lufls therecf. W hatever
the pride, ambition, or fenfuality of mankind could
induce them to feek after, the world at that time
was particularly well qualified to gratify., And moft
lived in the hot purfuit of their lufts. In this con-
dition, the gofpel was preached unto them, requi-
ring at once, and that indifpenfibly, a renuncia-
tion of all thofe worldly lufts, which Lefore had been
the falt of their lives. Ifmen defigned any compli-
ance with tt, or defired an intereft in it, all their
pride, ambition, luxury, covetouinefs, fenfuality,
malice and revenge muft be mortified and rooted up.
Had it only been a new do&@rine and religion, de-
claring that knowledge and worfhip of God, which
before they never had heard of, they would have
been very cautious in receiving it; but when it re-
quired, at the very firft inflance, that for its fake,
they thould pull out their right eves, and cut off their
right hands 3 yea, that they mulft renounce all their
beloved lufts, thofe which had fuch a powerful in-
tereft in their minds and affe&ions ; this could not
but invincibly fortify them againit its admittance.
And yet this was alfo forced to give way, and all
the fortifications of Sara» therein, by the power of
the word cafting them down to the ground: rbe
- mveapins of this wwarfare were wmighty through God, 1o
| the.
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2he palling dowwn of firong bolds : and by it the world
was {fubdued to Chrift. Who can doubt, but that
the divine power was exerted in all this ?

But the force of the whole argument 1s liable to
one exception, which muft be removed. Whereas
we plead the power and efficacy of the gofpel in
- former days, as a demonfitration of its divine origin,
it will be enquired 3 Whence is ity that it is not now
acconpanied it the fame powver, nor produces the jame
effects 5 for we fee the profrffion of it is noww confined 1o
narrow limits, nor do ave perceive that it gets ground
any where.  Thervefore, either the firft prevalency, that
is afferted and argued, as an cvidence of its divinity,
proceeded from fome accidental caufes operating in an ef-
Jectual though unfecn wiay, and awas not by an emanation

of power from itfelf 5 or the gofpel is not at prefent awbhat
3¢ aas formerly.

. We anfwer; whatever dJifferent events may
fall out in different feafons, yet the gofpelis the fame.
And whatever various apprehenfions men may have,
through their weaknefs and prejudice, concerning
the things taught therein, yet, in themfelves, they
are abfelurely the fame, without the lofs or change of
a material word or fyllable. Wherefore, whatever
entertainment the gofpel meets with at the prefent,
1ts former prewvalency may be pleaded in fatisfaltion of
1ts divine origin.

2. The caufe of this event lies principally in the

| | Sfevereign
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Jowereign awill and pleafure of God. For although the
fcripture be His word, the divine power is not inclu-
ded or fhut up in the leszer of it, fo that it muft
phyfically, or naturally, have the fame effet, where-
ever it comes. It 1s an inftrument in the hand of
God unto that work, which is peculiarly His own,
and He putsforth His power 4y iz, as it feems good
unto Him. ‘Therefove the tiines and feafons of the
prevalency of the gofpel! are in the hand and at the
Sovereign difpofal of God. Thus at the firft preach-
ing of the word, to fulfil the ]’:f'wﬂf/ff’.r m1ade unto the
Jathers from the foundation of the world, to glority
Elis fon Jefus Chrift, and to honour the gofpel itfelf,
He put forch that effectual power in its adminifira-
tion, whereby the world was fubduced unto the obe-
dience of it. And the time will ccme, when He will
revive the fame work of power and grace to bring
the world into a fubjeltion to Jefus Chrift. And
though He does not in thefe latter days caufe it to
razz and profper amongft the nations as formerly, yet,
confidering the prefent {tate of things among the
generality of mankind, the prefervation of it with
that fmal: remnant by whomn it is {fincerely obeved,
is an evidence no lefs glorious of His prefence with
it, and care of it, than was its eminent propagation
in days of old.

3. Therighteoufnefs of God is in like manner tobe
“confidered in thefe things. For whereas He had -

granted
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granted Iis word unto many nations, yvet they,
through their horrid ingratitude and wickednefs,
beld the faith in unrighbtconfucfs 5 {o that the continu-
ance of the gofpel amonglt them was no way to the
glory of God, nor yet to their own advantage. For
neither nations nor perfons will ever be advantaged
by an outward profeffion of the gofpel, whilit they
live in contradiftion to 1ts precepts; yea, nothing
can Le more pernicious to the fouls of men. This
impiety, God is, at this day, refenting on the nati-
ons of the earth, having utterly caflt off {fome from
the knowledge of the truth, and given up others
unto flrong delufions to believe a lie. How far He may
proceed 1In a way of righteous difpleafure with other
nations alfo, we know not, but ought to tremble in
the confideration of it. Though the generality of
mankind had greatly finned againft the /ight of na-
ture, and had reje&ed all thofe ﬁzper'ka!.‘wwf revelats-
ons which had been communicated- unto them, yet
bhad they not defpifed the gofpel. 1t pleafed God
therefore to wink at the times cf ignorance, {o that His
juftice thould not be fo provoked as ro withhold His
gofpel from them, thereby calling them 1o re}bmrmzce.
But now, the gofpel having been fufiiciently tender-
ed unto all nations, and alfo rejeted by moft ; things
{tand quite otherwife. 1Itis from the righreous judg-
ment of God, avenging the fins of the world againft

the gofpel itfelf, that fo many nations are deprived
of



of it, and fo many left obftinate in the refufal of it.’
. Wherefore the prefent {ftate of things does by no
means weaken the evidence given unto the feripture
by that mighty power of God, which attended the
firft adminiftration of it 1n the world. For .what
has fince fallen out, there are fecret reafons of fove-
reign wifdont, and open caules in-diviie juffice, where-
unto it is to be afligned.

Now thefe arguments are fuch as are able of them-
felves to produce in the minds of humble, fober, in-
tclligent and unprejudiced men, a firm opinion and
perfuafion, that the {cripture proceeds from God.
But fome think fit here to ftay, that is, in thefe or
the like external motives of faith. That certainty
which may be attained on thefe arguments, is
(as they fay) the highelt which our minds are capa-
ble of, with refpeé to thisobjelt ; and, as fuch, in-
cludes all the aflent which 1is required of ws unto
this pofition; namely, that the fcriptures are the
word of God. But yet I mult needs fay, that al-
though thofe exfernal arguments, wherebylearned men
have proved, or may vet further prove, the fcrip-
ture to be a divine revelation, and the do&rine
contained in it, to be beawvenly truth, are of fin gular
ufe to {ftrengthen the faith of them who do believe ;
to relieve the mind againft temptations and objec-
tions to the contrary, and alfo for the conviétion of
gainfayers ; yet, to fay thatthey contain the reafon of

1 that
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that a/Eant, which is required of us unto the ferip-
ture, as the word of God, and that our faith is the
effet of them, is contrary to the feripture, deftruc-
tive of the nature of divine faith, and entirely ex-
clufive of the whole work of the Spirit.

CHAP, IV.

Moral certainty, the refult of external arguments,

ineffeciual.—The neceffity of divine faith, and
the work of the Spirit in believers declared.

IVINE revelation is the proper obje&t of diwine
faith, 1f we believe it not with a divine faith,

we believe it not at all. God no where requires,
nor ever did, that we {liould believe divine revelation
upon the principle of external arguments. They
are left as confequential unto our believing, to plead
with others in behalf of what we profefs, and for
the juflification of it to the werld. But God requires
our faith and obedience vpon His own authority
and veracity. J[amthe Lerd, the High ana Lofty Oune.
Thus faith the Lord. T his is my beloved Son, bear ye
Him. When He gave the eternal and unchangecable
rule of our obedience, He gave no other reafon to
oblige us thereunto but this: I am the Lord thy God.
"The fole formal reafon of all obedience is taken from
His
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His own nature and our relation unto Him. Nei-
ther did our Lord Jefus Chrift or His apofitles ever
make ufe of external arguments to produce faith in
the minds of men. Dut when they were accufed of
following cunningly devijed fables, they appealed to
Mofes and the prophets, to the revelations already re-
ceived. It is true, they wrought miracles in confir-
mation of their own divine miffion, and 1n eife&t of
the dodtrine which they taught. But the miracles
of our Saviour were all wroaght amongft thoft whe
believed the feriptures to be the word of God ; and
thofe of the apoftles were before the writing of the
books of the New Teftament. Fowever, their doc-
trine, and their warrant to teach it, was abundantly
confirined thereby. But divine rewvelarion, and as
written, was left upon the old foundation of the au-
thority of God who gave it. And the ground, on
which we are 1o recaive it, is the autbority and vera-
city of God {peaking in it. Now this faith whereby
we {o believe is divine and fupernatural, becaufe the
formal reafon is fo, namely, God’s truth and autho-
rity.

T'he moral certainty treated of, is a mere efe&t of
reafon. There is no more required unto it, than
that the reafons propofed for the affent, be fuch as
the mind judges to-be convincing and powerful.
There is therefore, on this {uppofition, no need of
any work of the Holy Ghoff, to enable us ta believe,
or to work faith-in us ; for no more is neceflary here-

F 2 in,
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in, than what arifes from the exercife of reafon. If
it be faid, that the eﬁquiry is not about the avort of
the Spirit of God in us, but concerning the reafons of
Lelieving ; 1 anfwer, it is grantec{ : but what we
urge hercin is, that the a&, which is exerted on fuch
motives, or the perfuafion which 1s begotten by
them, 1s purely natural, and fuch as requires no.
efpecial work of the [Holy Spirit. Now this is not
taith, nor canwe be faid in the feripture fenfe to be-
lieve thereby, and conlequently not the feriptrres
to be the word of Ged.,  Forfuith is the gift of God *.
It 1s given unto fome on the behalf of Chriit-i, and
not unto others +. But this aflent on external ar-
guments 1s of ourfelves, and equally coimmmon unto.
all. The apoftle affivms, #o man can foy that Fefus
Chrift is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoff . And
Chrift himfelf declares, ohly thofe who have beard,
and learned of the Father, comethunto Hin §.

Our aflent can be of no other nature than the
motives on which it is built, or the arguments by
which it is wrought; as in degree it cannot exceed
its evidence. Now thefe arguments are all-human
and fallible; exalt them to. the higheft poffible-
efteern—yet, becaufe they are not demonfitrations,
nor do neceflfarily beget a certain knowledge in us,
they can produce an opinion only, though in the.

' higheft

* Eph.ii. 8 I Phil."i. 29. § Matt, xi. 29. ¢ 1 Cor. xii. 7.
§ John vi. 45,
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higheft degree probable, and firm againft objeltions.
This affent therefore unto the {criptures, as the word
of God, is human and fallible, and fuch as wherein we
may be deceived. Our aflent unto the zbings re-
wealed, can be of no other kind than that we give
unto the revelation itfelf'; for into this it is refolved ;
. the waters will rife no higher than their fountain,
And upon this principle, we come at length to be-
lieve Fefus Chrift to be the Son of (God with a taih
human and fallible, and which therefore may de-
ceive us-; which is, to receive the word of God as the.
word of mexr, and not, as it isin truth, the word of

God *..-

If I believe the {cripture to be the word of God:
with an human faith only, 1 do no otherwife believe,
than in a way which overthrows all faith properly
fo called. Andif I believe what is contained in the
{fcripture with faith divine and fupernatural, 1 cannot
but by the fame 4& remove the moral certainty.
treated of out of the way. -

- Butit may be further faid, that thefe external ar«
guments and meri ves are not of themiclves, and con- -
fidered feparately from the dofirine which they tef~-
tify unto, the jole ground and reafon of our believing.
For 1f 1t were pofiible a 7houfand arguments could be':
offered to confirm any truth or do&rine, if it had'
not a divine avorth and-excellency in itfelf, they could:
F 3 . give.
# 1 Thef. ii. 13.
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give the mind noaflurance thereof. Wherefore i%-15:
the zruth itfelf, or the do&rine contained in the
fcripture which anizzares aind gives them their efficacye.
For there is fuch a majcfy, holinefs, and excellency in.
the dolirines of the Gofpel, fuch a fuirablene/s 1n
them unto unprejudiced reafon, and fuch an azfwer-
ablene/s unto all the rational defires and expeltations
of the foul,.as evidence their procedure from the-
fountain of infinite wifdom and goodnefs. Let but
a man know him{cIf, when the fcripture is propofed.
unto him in the winifhvy of the Gofpel, attefted by the
arguments.infifted on, and there will appear unto.
him in the truths and dof@rines of it, fuch an evi-
dence of the majefty and authority of God, as mulft.
prevail with him to believe it to be a divine revelati-,
on. And this perfuafion is fuch, that the mind is.

cftablifhed in its affent unto the truth, {fo as to yield.
- ebedience thereunfo..

This being the fubfiance of what is by fome
learned men propofed and contended- for, I fhall.
briefly examine it.  And 1 {ay here, as on other oc~
cafions, that I fhould rejoice to fee more of {uch a
faith in the world, as would effe€tually oblige men.
unto obedience out of a conviction of the excellency
of the dofirine and - the truth of the promifes and
threatenings of the aword of God, though learned
~men fhould never agree about the formal reafon of
taith. Such notions of truth are but-as facrifice,.

when.

!
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when compared to obedience. Yet the truth thould
be diligently fouglht after.

This opinion, therefore, either fuppofes what-we:
fhall immediately declare ; namely, the uecefiry of an
internal work of the Holy Spirit in the illumination.
of our minds {o enabling us to believe with faith
divine and fuperuatural, or 1t doesnot.  I7 it thould,
it will be found, as I fuppofe, for fubftance to be
coincident with what we fhall afterwards affert and
prove to be the formal reafon of believing. IHow-

ever, as it is ufually propofed, I cannot abfolutely
comply with it, for thele two reafons :

1. It belongs unto the nature of faith, of what
fort foever it be, that it be built upon and-refolved.

into teftimony. This is that which diftinguifhes it
from any other conception, knowledge, or aflent of
the mind. And if this teftimony be divine, fois the
faith whereby we give aflent unto it. But the doc-
trines contained in the f{cripture, or the truths to-
be believed, have not in them the nature of a z¢/4-
mony ; but are the marerial and not foramal objelt of
faith, which muft always differ. If it be faid, that
thefe truths or do&rines do fo ewideice themfelves to-
te from God, as.that in,.and by. them, we have the
witne(s and authority of God Himfelf propofed unto
us to refelve our faith into, 1 will not further con-
tend about it; but only {ay, that the authority of
- &od, and alfo His veracity, do manifeft themfelves:

primarily
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primarily in the revelation itfeif, before they do fo:
in the things revealed, which is that we plead for.

2. The excellency of the doéirine, or things revealed
inthe fcripture refpet not fo much the truth of them:
in fpeculation, as their goodnefs and fuitablenefs
unto the fouls of men. Now things under that
cenfideration do not fo much refer to faith, as to
fpiritual fenfe and experience. Nor can any man
have 2 due apprehenfion of fuch a goodnefs, fo {uit-
able unto our conftitution and condition, without
that antecedent affent of the mind unto them, which

is believing, which, therefore, cannot be the reafon
why we do believe.

But if this opinlon proceed not upon the aforefald
fuppofition, if it require no more to our fatisfadti-
on in the truth of fcripture, than the due exercife of

reafon, then I do fuppofe it to be moft remote from
the truth: for, .

1. On this fuppofition the whole aork of believing
would be a work of reafon. Be it fo, fay fome,
nor 1s it fit that it fhould be otherwife conceived of.
But if {o, then the objeft of it muft.be things fo evi-
dent 1n themfelves and their own nature, that the
mind is as 1t were compelled by that evidence into
an gffent, and cannot do otherwife. If there be fuch

a light and ewidence 1n the things themfelves unto
our reafon, in the right ufe of it, then is the mind

neceffitated. .
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neceffitated into its aflent; which overthrows the
nature of faith, fubftitutes an aflent upon natural
evidence, and is abfolutely exclufive of the work of
the Holy Spirit in our believing.

2. There are fome doftrines revealed in the {crip-
ture, and thofe of the moft importance, which con-
tain things fo abowve our reafon, that without {ome
previous fupernatural difpofitions of mind, they ‘car-
rv in them no evidence of truth unto mere realon,
nor of fuitablenefs to our falien {tate. "Therc is re-

quired unto fuch an apprehenfion both the fpiritual
elevation of the mind of fupernatural illumination,
and a divine affent unto the aunthority of revelation,
before reafon can be fo much as {atisfied in the truth
and excellency of {uch dofrines. Such are thofe
concerning the Holy Trinity, the incarnation of the
Son of God, the refurreétion of the dead, and fun-.
dry others that are the molt proper {ubjels of divine
revelarion. ‘There is an heavenly glory in fome of
thefe things, which, as reafon can never thoroughly
apprehend, becaufe it is finite and limited, fo as it
is-in us by nature, it can neither receive them, nor
delight in" them, as doltrinally propofed ; fle/i- and
blood reweal not thefe things unto our minds, but our Fae
ther «wvba is in beaven. Nor doth any man know
thefe myiteries of the kingdom of God, but be nnio
wvhow: it is gz'~ve.1'z y-yed, nonc learn them aright, puk
thole who are taught of God.

3. Take
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3. Take our reafon without the confideration of.
divine grace and llumination, and it is not only weak.
and limited, but: depraved and corrupt. And the
carnal mind cannot fubjeft itfelf unto the authority of.
God in any fupernatural reveclation whatever.
Wherefore the truth is, that the doftrines- of the
gofpel, which are pure and f{piritual, are fo far from
having a convincing evidence in themfelves of their
divine truth, excellency and goodnefs unto the rea-
fon of men as unrenewed by the Holy Ghoft, as that
by them they are confidercd as abfolute foolifbne/s.

For whereas the mind of man is by nature depra-
wed, corrupt and carnal, and 1in a {tate of enmity
againft God, it cannot of itfelf underftand, or affent.
unto, {piritual things in. a {piritwal way. Where-
fore that affent, which 1s the effe&t of external argu-
ments, is hot that faith whereby we ought to believe
the word of God. That we may believe the fcrip-
tures in an ufeful, profitable and faving manner,
above that znatural and buman fairh, which is the re-
fult of the motives of credibility, before infifted on,
with all others of the {ame kind, it is neceffary,
that faith.be wrought in us by the power of the Ho-
ly Ghoflt, whereby we are enabled to believe. This
work of the Spirit, as it 15 diftin& from, fo in order
of nature it is antecedent unto all divine objedtive
evidence, that the f{criptures are the word of God,
or the formal reafon moving us to believe ; without it,

whatever
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whatever arguments are propofed unto us, we-can-
not believe the fcriprures to be the word of God as
required of us, in a way of duty.

That the faith whereby we believe the feriptures
to be the word of God, is wrought in us by the
Holy Ghoft, can be denied only on two fuppofitions.

1. That it is not faith divine and fupernatural,
but only a moral affurance :~or, 2. That this
faith divine and fupernatural is of ourfelves. The
firft of thefe has been already difproved, and fhall be
further refuted afterwards. And as to tie fecond,
what is divine and fupernatural, is of the cperation
of the Spirit of God. Forto fay itis fo, 1s to {ay
that it is not of ourfelves, but that it is the grace
and gift of the Spirit of God, wrought in us by his
divine and {upernatural power.

The work of the Holy Spirit for this purpofe
confifts in the faving /lumination of the mind, and
the effet is a_fupernatural light, whereby the mind
is renewed *. It is called an beart to underfland s
eyes 1o fee 5 ears to pear 't the opening the eyes of onr un-
devflanding 1 ; the giving of an underflanding §. Here-
by we are enabled to difcern the evidence of the di-
vine origin and authority of the fcriptures, and alfo
to affent to the truths they contain; and without it

we

% Rom. xil. 1. Eph.i. 18, 1g. iil, 16, 19. T Deut. xxix. 4,
1 Eph. 1. 18. § 1 John v. 20,
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we canncts far the natural man cannot veceive the tbiﬂg&‘
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolifbnefs unto him
meither can be know. them, becaunfe they are [piritnally
difcerned *.  And unto this end it 1s written 7z the
prophets, that they fhall all be taught of God +. That
there 1s a divine and heavenly excellency in the
fcripture, cannot be denied by any, who admit its
divine origin.  All the works of God do {et forth
His praife, and it is impoilible that any fhould pro-
ceed immediately from Him, but that there will be
exprcls charadiers of divine excellencies upon it; and
as to the communication of thele characiters of Him-
lelf, He bas ?.;mgn{ff:f." His averd abewe all His name.
Bur thefe cannot be difcerned, though they be ne-

ver fo illuftrious, without divine fupernatural illumi-
naticn, ‘

Herein He avbo commanded the light to fhine out of
darkucfs, fbines into qur bearts to givve the knowledge of
the glory of Gedin the face of Fofus Chriff . He irras
diates the mind with fpiritual light, whereby it 1s
enabled to difcern the glory of {piritual things.
This cannot be done by them, whom 7be God of 2his
awerld bath blinded, left the light of the glorions golpel
of Chrift, awho isthe image of theinvifible God, fhould
Sfhrine upon thee.  Such perfons may affent unto the
truth of the feripture and its divine origin, upon ra-

tional

# 3 Cor.ii. 14. . T John ir. 4s. 1 2 Cor. 1v. &4, 6.
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tional motives, but believe it with faith divine and
fupernatural, they cannot. |

There are two things which hinder men from be-
lieving with faith divine and fupernatural, when
any divine revelation is objeétively propofed: (r.)
The natural blindnefs of their minds: (z.) The
prejudices they are under from ?radition, educatior
and converfe in the averld. 'The latter may be {o
far removed by external motives of credibility, as
that men may attain unto a moral perfuafion of the
divine origin of the fcripture; but the former can
only be removed by renovation and divine 1illumi-
nation. Dawid prays that God awould open his eyes,
that he might bebold wwonderous things out of bis lavw *,
Agreeably to this, the Lord Fefus Chrift opened the
wnderfiandings of His difciples, that they might under-
fland the jeriptures +.

T'ze communication of thislight is called reveal-
ing and rewelation :~—thou bafl hid thefe things from the
awife and prudent, and haf revealed them unto babes 1 ;
that is, thou haft given them to underftand the
myfteries of the kingdom of heaven, when they
were preached unto them. So the apoltle prays for

the Ephefians 3 that God awould give them the [pirit of
aifdom and revelation in the knowvledge of Ghriff §. 1t
15 true, thefe Epbefians were already édeliewers, or

G conlidered

* Pfalm exix. 18, 1 Luke xxiv. 43, 1 Matt. xi. =23,
§ Matt. t. 17, 19.
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confidered {o by the apoftle; but hejudged it necef-
fary to pray for them, that they might have s4e
[pivit of aifdom and revelation to enlighten the eyes of
2heir underflanding, with refpect unto further degrees
of faith and knowledge ;-or, as he fpeaks in another
place, that they might come unto the full affurance of
underflanding, o the acknowledgment of the myflery of
God *. 'This being the cafe, divine illumination
was much more neceflary to make thofe helievers,
who before were not fo, but ftrangers to the faith.

But {fome are ready to appréhend, that this decla-
ration of a /fpirit of rewelation, 1s but a pretence to
difcard all rational arguments, and fo to introduce
enthufiafi: into their room. Neverthelefs, we muft
not forego what the fcripture plainly affirms. Scrip-
ture teltimonies may be expeounded according to the
analogy of faith, but denied they muft not be. That
a fpirit of wifdem and rewelation 1s neceflary to open
the eyes of our underilanding, to enable us to be-
lieve the {cripture to be the word of God in a due
manner, the gofpel {ully teftifies ; and 1t is our duty
to pray continually for that Spirit, if we intend to
be eftablifhed in the faith thereof.

But yet we plead not for external immediate rewe-
dations, fuch as were granted unto the prophets,
apoftles, and other penmen of the fcripture. The
revelation we intend differs from them, both in its

e/pecial

"# Cﬂ]. ifu 2:
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ofpecial fubjel? and formal reajfon ; that is, in its whol2
kind. For, (1.) The fubje&t matter of divine
prophetic revelation, by a Becomvevsia, Or wnmediate:
divine infpiration, were things not.made known be-
fore, things hid in God, or in the counfel of His
will, ard revealed unto the apoftles and propbets by the
Spirit *, But the matter and fubjeét of the revela-
tion we treat of, is nothing but what is already re-
vealed, It is aninternal rewelatior of that which is
outwardly and antecedently made known in- the
‘word of God. And if any pretend.- unto smmediate.
revelations of things not before revealed, we have no
concern therewith. (2.) They differ likewife in
their nature and kind : {or z'?;z,?zcdingf, divinz, pm/».zvf--
tic rewelations confifted in an immediate i‘nfpimtinn
or aflatus, or in vifions and voices from heaven,
with a power of the Holy Gholt tranfiently affe@ting
the minds of thofe who received them ; and thus en-
abled them to reprefent divine impreflions, as an in-
ftrument of muflic doth  the fkill. of the hand that
playeth it.  But this revelarion of the Spirit confilts
in His effeGtual operation freeing the mind: from
darknefs, ignorance and prejudice, and enabhing it
to difcern fpiritual things in-a fpirirnal way. And
fuch a fpirit of rewelation is neceflary unto all who
would believe the fcripture, or any thing. elfe that
is.divine and fupernatural contained therein, Not

G 2 that
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that I would deny men the ufe of their reafon in this
snatter ; for what is their reafon given them for, un-
lefs it be to ufe it in thofe things which are of the
higheft importance? Only I beg leave to fay, that
it is not fufficient of itfelf to enable us to perform
this duty, without the immediate aid and afliltance
of the Holy Spirit of God.

If any, upon thefe principles, thould now afk us3
Wherefore ave beliewe the feripture to be the wvord of
God? We do not anfaver, it is, becaufe the Holy Ghof?
bath enlightened our minds, wrought faitbh in us, and
thas enables us to believe. Though without it, we af-
firm, we neither fhould or could believe. If God
bad not opened the heart of Lydia, the would not have
attended unto the things preached by Pax/, {o as to
have received them ; and without this, the light of-
tentimes fhines into darknefs, but the darknefs com-
prehends it not.  But this neither is or can be the
Sformal objec? of fuith, or the reafon why we believe.
The reafon muft be fomething external and evi-
dently propofed. That therefore, which propo-
fes the truth, with evidence of that truth, is the
formal obje& of our faith, or the reafon why we be-
Jieve. According to the nature of evidence, fuch
is that of faith ; human, if it be human ; and divine,

if it be divine,

But whereas fome, who feem to think that the .
only general ground of belicwing the foripture to be
| the
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the awvord of God, confifts in rational arguments and:’
motives of credibility, do grant that private perfons
may have their affurance thercof from the illumina-,
tion of the Spirit of God, though it be not pleada-

ble to others; they grant _wha,t 15 not, that 1 know

of, defired by any, and which 1n 1tfelf 1s not true.

1t remains only that we enquire whether our faith -
in this matter be refolved into an immediarte internal
teftimony of the Spirit, affuring us of the divine ori-
ain and authority of the fcripture diftin& from the
work of fpiritual illumination before defcribed.

By an internal teftimony of the Spirit, may be intend-
ed an extraerdinary affatus, or new vevelation ; and.
this may be fuppofed to be ofthe famemnature with
the revelation made unto the prophets and penmen
of fcripture, T'his is that which is commonly im-
puted unto thofe who deny either the awrbority of
the church, or any other external argument, to be the
Sformal reafon of fzith. However, there i1s no one of
them that I know of, who ever afferted any fuch.
thing. And 1 do therefore deny that our faith is.
refolved into. any. fuch private teflimony.. And for
the following reafons. ' .

1. Since the finithing of the canon of [cripture,.
the church ftands not 1n need of fuch new extraor-
dinary revelations. To fuppofe the necceflity of
them, would overthrow the perfcflion of fcripture,

G 3 leave
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leave us in an uncertainty whether it contains all
things necéflary to duty and falvation, and cenfe-
quently deftroy our peace, affurance and confolation,

2. Thofe who are to bdelieve, will not be able on
this fuppofition to fecure themfelves from delnfon.
And this new revelation is to be tried by the fcrip-
ture, or 1itis not. If not, it muft produce the
grant of this exception, or it muft declare what are
the grounds and evidences of its own curemisia, or
felf credibility, and how 1t may be infallibly diftin-.
guifhed from all delufions.

3. It hath fo fallen out in the pgrovidence of God,
that, generally, fuch pretenders to immediate revela-~
tions, though they have alfo pleaded a regard unte
the fcriptures, have been feduced into opinions and
praltices direétly repugnant thereunto. And this,
with all perfons of fobriety, 1s fufficient to difcard

fuch pretences. .

But this internal teffimony of the Spirit is by fome
explained quite in another way. For, fay they, be-
fides the work of the Spirit before infilted on,
whereby He illuminates our minds to difcern the
excellencies of fcripture truths, there 1s another 111~
ternal a& of His, whereby we are moved, perfuaded,
and enabled to believe: and that tlis work of the
Spirit carries its own evidence and produces an af-
furance above all human judgment, and fuch as{tands

in need of no further arguments or teftunonies ; and
' that
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that faith refts upon, and is refolved into this alone,
This idea fome learned men feem to embrace, be-
caufe they fuppofe that the objedive evidence which
is given in the fcripture ttfelf, is only of a moral, or
fuch as can give only a moral afflurance, whereas
faith ought to be divine and fupernatural ; and they
can apprehend nothing in this work that is imme-
diate]); divine, but only this internal teflimony of the
Spirit, wherein God Himfelf fpeaks unto our hearts.

But yet néither, as it is fo explained, can we al-
low it to be the formal obje& of faith : For,

1. It hath not the proper nature of a divine tef-
timony : a divine avort, it may be; but a divine
teftimony it cannot be; and it is of the nature of
faith to be built upon an external teftimony. Al-
though our minds may be enabled to believe firmly
by an internal work of the Holy Spirit, yet neither
that work, nor the effe€t of it, can be the rgafon
why we believe,

2. That which is the formal obje? of faith, is the
fame and comimon to all who beliewe. For our enqui-
ry is not, how or by what means this or that man
came to belicwe, but why any one, or every one cught
to believe, unto. whom the fcriprure is propofed.
The object exhibited is the fame ; the faith required
of all in a way of duty is the fame, and therefore the
reafon why we believe muft be the fame alfo. But

upon the principle we are combating, there muft
be
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be as many diftin& reafons of believing as there are:
believers.

3. On this fuppofition it cannot be the duty of
any one to believe, who hath not received this /-
ternal teflimony of the Spirit.  For where the true for-
mal reafon of believing is not propoled, there it is
not our duty to believe. Wherefore, although the:
fcripture be propofed as the word of God, yet it-is
not our duty to believe it, unlefs we have this work
of the Spirit in our hearts, In cafe that were the
formal rcafon of believing. '

However, that work of the Spirit, which may be:
called an 7uternal real teffimony, 1s to be granted, as
that which belongs unto the f{tability and affurance
of faith. For if He did no otherwife work in us,
but by the communication of f{piritual light, we
{hould often be fhaken in our minds, and moved"
from our fteadfaftnefs. For whereas our fpiritual
darknefs is removed but in part, and at beft, while
we are here, we fee but darkly as through a glafs,
all things having fome obfcurity attending them
and for as much as temptation will frequently fhake
the due refpet of the faculty unto the obje&t, or
interpofe mifts and clouds between them, we can
have no aflurance in believing, unlefs our minds
are further eftablithed by the Holy Ghoft. ke doth.
therefore three ways affift us in believing; and in- -
forms our minds of the things believed, fo that we

may.
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inay hold faft the beginning of our confidence firm
unto the end,

1. He gives unto believers a piritual fenfe of the
power and reality of the things believed, whereby their
faith is greatly eftablifhed. And although the 4i-
vine auitnefs, into which our faith is ultimately re-
folved, does not conift herein, yet it is the greateft
corroborating tefltimony of which we are capable,
This is that which brings us unto the riches of the full
ajurance of :ma’e;:ﬂdz?zdfﬂg*. On account of this
Jbiritual experience, our perception of fpiritual things
is fo often exprefled by a&ts of fenfe, as zaffing, fec-
ing, feeling, and the like means of aflurance in things
natural. And when believers have attained there-
unto, they find the divine wifdom, goodnefs and
authority of God fo prefent, that thev need neither
argument nor motive to confirm them in believing.
T'his jpiritual experience which believers enjoy throu gh
the Holy Spirit, is fuch, that it cannot be contended
about ; for thofe who have received it, cannot fully
exprefs it; and thofe who have not, cannot under-
ftand it; it remains, therefore, to be determined on
by them alone who have their fenfles exercifed to dif-

cern good and ewil. And this belongs to the inter-
nal teftimony of the Spirit.

2. He aflifts, helps, and relieves us againit zzmpa
tations to the contrary, fo that they thall not be prevae-

lent
% Col il, 2. 1 Thef. i. g,
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lent. Our firlt prime afént unto the divine autho-
rity of the f{cripture upon its proper foundation,
will not fecure us againft future objeftions and
temptations. Dawvid’s faith was fo aflaulted by them,.
that he {aid in his hafle, 1har all men avcre liars. And’
Abrabam, after he had received the promife, that
in his feed all nations fhould be.blefled, was reduced
to that anxious enquiry,. Lord God avhar awilt thou
pgive me, feeing I go childle/s # P And Perer was {0.
winnowed by Satan, that although his-faith failed
s0t, vet he grearly failed and fainted in its exercife.
And we all know what fears from .within, and what.
fiphtings from without, we are expofed unto. And.
of this fort are all thofe arheiffical oljeétions againft
the feriptures, which thefe days abound with ; and
which the Devil ufeth as fery darts to enflame the
fouls of men, and to deftroy their faith ; and indeed.
this is that work which the powers of be/l are princi-
pally engaged in at this day. Having lopped off many
branches, they now lay their axe to the root of faith ;.
and in the midft of the profeflion of chriftianity,
there is now no greater controver{y, than whether or.
not the fcriptures are the word of God., Again{t all
thefe temptations, the Holy Spirit gives fuch a fup-
ply of jpiritual firength to believers, as that they
fhall not be overcome, nor their faith totally fail.
" "The Lord Chrift Zutercedes for them,.and God’s.
grace.

#"G.ﬂn- Ve . 2s
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grace is [ufficient againft the bugferings of thefe temp-
‘tations. And thus the truth of Chrift’s intercefli-
on, with the grace of God, and its efficacy, are
communicated by the Holy Ghoft. And thefe alfo

have the nature of ax iunternal teffimony, whereby
Tfaith is eftablithed.

And becaufe it 1s fomewhat {trange, that after a
long profeflion of the gofpel, and the general aflent
of men thereto, there fhould now arife fuch an open
oppolition unto the diwine authority of the feripiures,
as we find by experience there is, it may not be
amifs 1n our way to name the principal caufes and
occalions thereof.

1. A long continued owtward profeflion of the
truth, without an inward experience of its power, be-
traying men at length to queftien the truth itfclf,
or at leaft not torcgard it as divine. The acknow-
ledging of the fcripture to be the word of God, be-
Ipeaks a divine majefty, authority and power to be
in it. Wherefore, after men, who have for a long
time (o profefled, do find that they never had any
expericnce of {uch a diwine power in 1t, by any effedts
upon their own minds, they infenfibly grow regard-
lefs of 1t, or allow 1t only a wery common place in their
thoughts. When they have worn oif the impreflions
that were -upon their minds from zradition, education
and cuffom, they do for the future rather not.oppofe

‘it, than in any way believe it. And when once a
reverence
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reverence unto the word of God on account of 113
authority is loft, an aflent unto it on account of its
truth will not long abide. All fuch perfons, under

a concurrence of temptations, and outward occafi-

ons, will etther rejett it, or prefer other guides be-
fore it. |

. T'he power of /uff rifing up into a refolution to
].IVG in thofe {ins, whereunto the fcripture annexes

eternal ruin, hath prevailed with many to reje&
its authority. For whilit men are refolved to live
in fin, to allow a divine truth.and power in the
fcripture 1s to throw themfelves under a prefent tor-
mcnt, as well as to procure future mifery; for neo
other can be his condition, who 1s fenfible that God
always condemns him for his tranfgreflions, and will
affuredly take vengeance on him, which the ferip-
ture conftantly afirms. Wherefore, although fuch
Imiy not immcd'iatelyhfﬂll Into an open atbeiffical op~
pofition unto it, as that which may not be confiftent
with their intereft and reputation in the world, yet
looking upon'it as the devils did on Jefus Chrift, as
that which is come 10 torment them before their time,
they keep it at the greateft diftance from their
minds, until they have habituated themfelves into
a contempt of it. There being an utter rmpoflibility
of giving any pretence of reconciliation between
owning the fcripture to be the word of God, and a
determination to live in known f{in.

It
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It is, from a concurrence of thefe and like caufes,
that there is at prefent amongft us fuch a decay in,
relinquithment of, and oppolition unto the belief
of the fcriptures.—But againft thefe, and all other
obje&tions and temptations, the minds of true be-
lievers are fecured by fupplies of fpiritual light, wif-
dom and grace from the Holy Spirit.

3. There are {everal other efpecial gracious aéts
of the Holy Gho(t on the minds of believers, which
belong alfo unto this mternal real reftimony 5 fuch as
His anointing and fealing them ; His awitnefling with
them ; and His being an earne/? in them ; by all which
their faith is increafed and eftablithed.

And although no zrzernal werk of the Spirit can
be the formal reafon of our faith, yet it is fuch, as
without 1t we can never fincerely believe as we

ought, nor be eftablithed in believing againft temp-
tations and objeltions.
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CHAP. V.

Divine revelation 1tfelf the only foundation and

reafon of faith.

‘ E believe the {cripture to be the word of God

with faith divine for its own fake. And if
it be afked, how we know the feripture to be a di-
vinerevelation, or the word of God, we anfwer : (1.)
We do not know 1t demoenfiratively, upon rational
fcientific principles, becaufe fuch a revelation is not
capable of fuch ademonftration *. (2.) We do not
affent unto it upon motives and arguments Abighly
probable only, but we believe it {o to be with faith 4i-
wine and fupernatural, refting on the authority and
veracity of God. I {hall therefore prove and eftab-
lifh this affertion, after I have made way to it by
one or two previous obfervations.

1. We fuppofe herein all the motives of credibi-
lity before mentioned, and which firongly proclaim,
that the feriptures are the werd of God. They all
have their ufe, and efpecially .eught they to be in-
filted on, when the fcripture is attacked by arbeifm,
arifing fromn the love and pralice of fin. With
others, they may be confidered as previows induce-~
sments unto  believing, or concomitant means qf |
firengthening faith in them. that believe. In the

' firft

* 1 Cor, i1, g,
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firft way, to the beft of my obfervation, their ufe is
not great, nor ever has been in the church of God.
For afluredly the moft that believe, do it without
any great confideration of them. And there are
many, who, as Aduftin fpeaks, are {faved fimplicitate
credends, and not fubrifitate difputendi ; that are not
able to enquire much into them, nor yet to perceive
much of their force when propofed. Aund God for-
bid that we fhould think that none belicve the fcrip-
ture aright, but thofe who are able to apprehend
and manage the f{ubtile arguments of learned mert
preduced in their confirmation. Yea, we affirm on
the contrary, that thofe who believe them on no
other grounds have no true faith at all. Hence
they were nor infifted upon of old for the genera-
ting of faith in them to whom the word was preach-
ed, nor ordinarily are fo to this day, by any who un-
derftand what is their work and duty. But in the
fecond way, whenever there is occafion from objec-
tions, oppolitions or temptations, they may be
pleaded to good purpofe. And therefore, they
may do well to be furnifhed with them, who are
unavoidably expofed unto trials of that nature,

2. The miniftry of the church, as it is the pillar and
ground of the truth, is in general previoufly neceflary
unto believing s Jor faith cometh by Zfem'z'izg, and heay-
ing by the word of God. 'The miniftry of the word
15 the means which God hasappointed for the decla.-

H 2 ration
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ration and making known the teftimony which the
[loly Ghoft gives in the fcripture unto its divine
origin.  And this is the ufual way whereby men
arc brought to believe the [cripture to be thc word
of God. .

3. We here fuppofe alfo the internal cffeual avort:
of the Spirie begetting. faith m-us, as was before de-
clared ; without which, we can neither believe the
{ciiptures, nor any thing elfe wirh faith divine; not
tor want of evidence in them, but of faith in our-
fclves.

Thefz things being {uppofed, we affirm, thatit is
the anthority and truth of God, as manifefted in the
fcrinture, that our faith refts upon and i3 refolved
into.  And herein confifts that teftimony which the
Spirit gives unto the word of God thatitis fo; fur
it 75 the Spirit that beareth avitnefs, becaufe the Spirit
i truth. The Holy Ghoft, being the immediate au-
thor of the whole feripture, gives zofimony unto the
divine truth and origin of it, by the charalters of
divine authority and veracity imprefied apon it, and
thefe evidence themfelves in its power and efficacy.

We then proceed fully to prove that our faith is
fo refolved into the authoriry and truth of God as
revealed in the feripture.

Thar is the formal reafan whereon we believe,

which the fcripture propofes.as the only »eafon why
we



( 77 )

we fhould do fo. Now thisis the word of God it~
fclf, and becaufe it is fo. Or it propofes the autho-
rity of God in itfelf, as that alone, which we are to

acquicfce in; and the trath of God, as that alone,
which our faith is to reft upon.

But fome may atk, awherher this proves the [erip-
ture to be thé aword of God, becaufe it makes thefe decla~
rations of itfelf, awhercas any otker awriting may do 1he
SJame 2 Butlet it be obferved, we are not now giv-
Ing arguments to prove unto others that the ferip-
tures are the word of God, but only fhewing and
proving what our own faith does, or at leaft ought;
to reft upon. How the feripture evidences itfelf un-
to our faith to be the word of God, we fhall after-
wards declare. It is fufficient unto our prefent
purpofe, that God requires us to belicve the feripture
Jor no othcr reafon but 5.&*(3&/?3 it 15 His «word. To this
purpofe do teftimonies abound in particular, befides

that general atteftation, 7hus faith the Lord. Some
of them are to be mentioned.

Deut. xxxi. 11, 12, 13. When all Ifrael is come
to appear before the Lord thy God, in the place avbich.
He fball chuje 5 thou fbaltvead this laaw before all Ifrael
in their bearing. Gather the people together, men, o=
men, and children, and the flranger that is awithin thy
galesy that they may bear, and that they may learn, and
Sear tie Lord your God, and obferwve to do all the wwords
of this. law 5 aud that their children, avhich bawe not

H 3

Anoaun.



( 78 )
known any thing, may bear and learn to fear the Loid
your Geod. It is plain that God here requires the
faith and obedience of the whole people, men, wo-
men and children, to His law; and to evidence that
law to be His, he propofes nothing bur itfelf. But
1t will be faid, zhat gencration wwas Jufficiently conwin-
ced that the laav avas Jrom God, by the miracles wvhick
they bebeld in the giving of 71t. But it 1s ordered to
be propofed unto children of future generations;
who duew nothing, that they might hear and learn to
rear the Lord. Ifa. viii. 19, 20. Adnd ahben they
Shall jay unto you, Secck unto them that hawve familiar
Jririts, and unto wwizards, that peep and mutter 5 fbould
not a people feek unto their God @ for the living, to the
dead ? Do the laww, and to the teflimony 5 if they [peak
not according 10 this wward, it is becaufe therve is uo light
in them. 'The enquiry is, by what means men may
come to fatisfaction in their minds and confciences.
Two things are propofed unto this end: (r1.) Inime-
iate diwbolical rewvelations, real or pretended. (2.).
"The wuritten word of God, the law and the teftimony.
And thereunto we are fent, and that upon the ac-
count of its own authority, in oppofition unto every,
pretence of affurance from any other quarter. And-
the fole reafon why every one does not acquiefce by:
faith in the written word, 1s becaufe he has no-
mornings, or light of truth {hining on him. How.
we may know the law and teftimony to be of God;

is declared in our next paflage.  Jer. xxii. 28, 29,
The,
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The prophet that bath a dream, let bhim tell a dream s
and be that hath My avord, let bhim [peak My avord
Jaithfully, What is the chaff to the «vheat, faith the
Lord ? Is not My avord like as a fire, faith the Lord ?
and like an bammer that breaketh the wrock in pieces ?
It is here fuppofed that there arc two perfons in re-
pute for divine revelations, both efteemed prophets ;
but one in fatt only presends to be fo, and declares
the dreams of his own fancy, as the word of God.
'The other bas really the avord of God, and declares.
it faithfully from Him. But bow fhall we know
the one from the other? Even as men know wheat
from chaff, by their different natures and effelts.
For as falfe pretended revelations are but as chaff,.
which every wind will fcatter; fo the true word of
God 15 like fire, and like an hammer 3 1s accompanied.
with that light, efficacy, and power, thatr it mani-
fefts itfelf unto the confciences of men fo to be.
Hereon God calls us to reft our faith. But it
amay be atked, has it this authority and efhicacy.
of itfelf ? See Luke xvi: 25—~31. Then faid e, I pray
thee, therefore, Father, that thon awould jend bim to wy.
Father’s boufe, for I hawve five bretbren, that he may
teftify unto them, left they aljo fbould come tnto this place
of torment. Abrabam faith unto bim, they have Mojes.
and the prophets, let them hear them. And he faid, .
Nay, Father Abrabam, but if one wient from the dead

they ewanld repent s and be faid wato bim, if they bear.
| | 703
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wot Mofes and the prophets, neither aveuld they be pers
Sfuaded though one fbould arife from the dead. The quef-
tion here in this parable between Abraba and the
rich man ; indeed between the wildom of God and
the carnality of men, is about the way of bringing
unbelievers and impenitents unto faith and repen-
tance. He abo was in bcll apprehended that no-
thing would make them believe but a mirac/, one
rifing from the dead, and fpeaking unto them.
This, 1 fay, was the opinion and judgment of him
who was reprefented in hell, and it may be alfo of
many who are pofting thither apace : but he who
was in heaven thought otherwife. From the whole,
we have the immediate judgment of Jefus Chrift
eiven us in this matter, The queftion is about {uf-
ficient evidence and efiicacy to caufe men to believe
that which is divine and fupernatural ; and this Jefus
Chrift determines to be in the written word, in'ﬂicﬁ.r
and the Prophets. Hethat will not believe on the
fingle cvidence of the written word, will never be-.
licve upon that of miracles.. And if fo, the writ-
ten word contains all that evidence of the authority
and truth of God, which faith divine and fuperna-
tural refis upon ; hence the fcripture contains the
entire formal reafon of believing. This is- alfo di-
reCtly athrmed, John xx. 30, 31.  Adnd many other
Sfigns truly did Fefus in the prefence of hbis difciples,

auhich are not avrirten inthis book. But thefe gre avrit-

ten,
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zen, that you might beliewe that Fefus is the Chriff the
Son of God, and that beliewing you might bawve life
through his name. The figns which Chrift wrought,
did evidence Him to be the Son of God. PButhow -
come we to know and believe thefe figns? Saith the
blefled apoftle, thefe things are avvitien that you may
beliewe : this writing of them by divine infpiration
1s fo far fuflicient to beget faith in you, as that
thereby vou may h-ve cternal life through Jefus
Chrift,  Now if the awriting of divine rewvelations be
the means appointed of God to caufe men to be-
lieve unto eternal life, then it muft as fuch carry
along with it fufficient reafon why we fhould be-
lieve.
‘The apoftle Pezer likewife determines this matter;
z Peteri. 16—21. For we have not followed cun-
ningly devifed fables, avhen ave made known unto, yos.
the power and fﬂ)ﬁ:fﬁ’g" of our Lord Jefus Chrifp, but:
m'erelf_ye-wftmﬁ.f of his majefly. For He received from
God the Father bonour and glory, «hen there came fuck
a woice to Him from the excellent glory 5 This is my be-
loved Son, in whoinn I am awell pleafed. And this woice
wpich came from beawen ave beard, avben e aere with
Him in the boly meunt. We kave alfo a more fure word
of prophecy s wwhereunto ye do awell that ye take beed, as wn-
10 a light that fhinethin adark place, until the day Hawwn
and the day-flar arife in your hearts. eraw}ug this.
Sirfty that no prophecy of the feripture is of any private

12ler-
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TR1Erpretation. For the prophecy came not in old 1ime 5_;1
2he auill of man, but holy wmen of God [pake as they were
moved by :he Holy Ghoff. The queftion 1s about the
gofpel, or the declaration of the powerful coming
of Jefus Chrift, whether it were to be believed or
not? and if it were, upon what grounds? 'The
reafons propofcd are twofold. (r1.) The teftimony
of the apoftles, who not only converfed with Jelus
Chrift, but were eye-avitnefzs of his majeflly, which
they gave in evidence of the truth of the gofpel.
(2.) They alfo heard a miraculons atteffation Ziven
unto Him immediately from heaven. This gave
them fufficient afurance ; but into what fhall the
faith of thofe be refolved, who heard not this tefti-
mony ¢ Why, they have a more fure, that is, a mof?
Sure aword of prophecy 3 namely, the written word of
God, -which is {ufiicient of itfelf to fecure their
faith in this matter. Should it be atked, May not
that alfo be a cunningly dewijfed fzéle, and the whole
fcripture be but the fuggeftion of men’s private
{pirits ? The whole is finally refolved into this, that
the writers of it were fmmediately moved by the Holy
Gheff. That which the apoftle plainly teaches us is,
that we believe all divine truths for the fake of the
Jeripture, or becaufe they are declared therein.

The whole objeét of faithii1s alfo propofed by the
fame apoltle; 2 Peter iii. 2. T he aords that awere
Jpoken before by the hboly propbets, and the command-

ments
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wents of the apofles of the Lord and Savionr.~ And
thus, becaufe our faith refts folely on the authority
and truth of God in their writings, we are faid to
be built upon rhe foundation of the prophets and
apofitles *. '

We may add farther the teftimony-of Pazxl, Roem.
XVi. 25, 26. According to the rewelation of the my/-
tery awbich anas kept fecret fince the avorld began, but is
row made manifefl, and by the jeriptures of the pro-
phets, according to the commandment of toe everlafling
God, made lnonwwn ro all nations for the obedicnce of fuith.
J'he .matter to be believed is the myftery of the gof-
pel, which was kept fecret fince the world began,
or from the giving of the firf prémiﬁ:; not abflo-
lutely, but with rdfpe& unto that full manifeflation
which 1t hath now received, This Ged commands
to be believed ; yea, the ewverl:ffing God, e who
hath fovereign authority overall, Butupon what
oround or reafon arc we to believer This alone is
propofed, namely, the divine revelation made in
the preaching of the apoftles, and in the Writings
of the prophets ; for faith cometh by bearing, and
bearing by the avord of God +. 'T'his way, and no
other, did our Saviour take even after his refurrec-
tion, to'beget faith, and alfo to confirm it, in ‘the
minds of his difciples 2

From thefe, and many other teftimonies, which
might be add uced to the fume purpofe, itis evident,

’ | 1. That
* Fph.ii. 20. F Rom, x. 17. T Luke xxiv. 2 gme27.
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¢. That it 1s the {cripture 1tfelf, the avord or wili
of God, as rewvcaled or written, which is propofed
unto us as the obje&t of our faith and obedience, and
which we are to receive .and believe with faith di-
vine and fupernatural,

2. That no other reafon 1s propofed unto us, either
as a mofzve O encourage us, or as an argument to
af{lure us that we fhall not be miftaken, but onlyits
own divine origin and authority, making our duty
neceflarv, and fecuring our faith infallibly.

3. Our affertion 1s confirmed by the wuniform prac-
tice of the prophets and apofiles, in propofing thofe
" «divine revelations which they received, by immedi-
ate infpiration from God. On the ground men
were obliged to receive and believe divine revelations,
when made unto them by the prophets and apoftles,
on the fame are we obliged to receive them, now
tliey are made unto us in the feripture ; the writing
being by divine infpiration, and appointed as the
means or caufe of our faith. It is true, God was
pleafed fometimes to bear witnefs unto their per-
fonal miniftry by miracles, or figns and avenders *.

But this was only at fome feafons, and with fome
of them. That which they univerfally infifted on,
whether they wrought ziracles or not, was, that
the word which they preached, declared, or wrote, .
was not the averd ¢f man, came not by any private

_‘ Juggefion,
? Heb. 10, 4.
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Suggeffion, but was indeed the avord of God*, and
only declared by them as they were mowved by the
Holy Ghott.

Under the Old Teftament, the prophets fometimes
referred perfons unto the word already avritten, as that
which their faith was to acquiefce in +. And as to
their own revelations, theylaid the foundation of all
the faith and obedience which they required, in this
alone, Thus faith the Lord, the God of truth. And
under the New Teftament the infallible preachers
and writers thereof do in the firft place propofe the
writings of the Q/d 7¢flament to be received on ac-
count of their divine origin . Hence are they
called the oracles of God ||. Now oracles always re-
quired an affent for their own fake, and pleaded no
cvidence but their own authority. Aund for the re-
velations which they {uperadded, they declared that
they had them immediarely from God by Jefus Chrift §.
And this was accompanied with fuch infallible af-
furance in them, that it an ange! from hbeaven fhould
hawve preached any other doétrine, than that which they
had revealed and propofed 1n the name of God,
they would have elteemed him accurfed. Hence
they continually infifted on their apoffolical authbority

| and
® 1 Thefl i1, 3. 7§ Ifa. viil. 20, Mal. iv. 4. 1 Rom. iii. 2.
| John xlv. 46. 47. Luke xvi. 29—11. Matt. xxi. 42.

Acts xviil. 24~—28, Adts xxiv. 14. xxvi, 22. 2 Peteri, 21.
§ Gal i 1,

-
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and miffion, which included infallible infpiration.
And as for thofe, who were not divinely infpired,
they proved the truth of what they.delivered by its
agreement with the fcriptures already written, and
referred the minds and confciences of men unto
them for ultimate {arisfaétion *.

It was before granted, that thereis required, as
fubfervient unto believing, the miniflerial propofal of
the fcripture, with the command of God for obe-
dience thereunto . The miniftry of the church,
either extraordinary or ordinary, God hath ap-
pointed unto this end, and generally it is neceflary
for that purpofe. For bow fhall they believe in Him
of avhou they bawe not beard, and how fball they bear
mwithout a preacher, and how fball they preach unle/fs
they are fent 17 1 grant that in extraordinary cafes,
outward providences may fupply the room of this
minifterial propofal 3 for it is all one, with refpet to
our duty, by what means the {cripture is brought
unto us. But upon a {uppofition of this winiferial
propofal of the werd, which includes the duty of the
church in its teftimony and declaration of the truth,
Y.defire to know whether thofe, to whom 1t is pro-
pofed, are obliged, without further external evi-
dence, to recetve it as the word of God; to reft
their faith in it, and {fubmit their confciences unto

| 1t

* Als xvii, 28, xxviil, 31. t Rom. xvi. 25, 26.
1 Rom. x. 14
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it ? The rule feems plain, that they are obliged {o

to do*. We may confider this under the ditiné

ways of its propofal, whether extraordinary or or-
dinary,

Upou the preaching of any of the prophets by
immoediate infpiration, or upon their declaration of
any new revelation, fuppole [/wiab or Feremiab, L
defire to know whether or not, thofe, to whom
thecy were to deliver their meffages, were bound to
receive their doétrine, and to {fubmit to the au-
thority of God in thofe revelations, without any
external motive or argument? If they were not,
then they were all guiltlefs, who rcfifed and de-
{pifed the waraings and inffruftions given them in the
name of God. For external arguments they ufed
none. Now it is impious to imagine that thofe to
whoin they fpoke in the name and by the command
of God were not obliged to believe them, for it
tends to the overthrow of all religion. If we fhall
fay that they were obliged to believe them, and
that under the penalty of divine difpleafure, and {o
to receive rthe revelations made by them, as the word
of God; then it muit contain in if the formal rea-
{fon of believing, or the full caufe and entire rea-
fon, why they ought to believe with faith divine
and fupernatural,

Iz " Or

® Mark xvi. 16,
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ed that His people {inned again{t their natural light,
whillt brutes purfued the conduét of theirinftinét *,
In general, the mind cannot but aflent unto the
prime ditates of the light of nature, though it may
not practically comply with them +.

2. By the rational confiderarion of things exter-
nally propofed. Herein the mind exercifes its rea-
fon, gathering one thing out of another, and con-
cluding one thing from another. 'T'hus it is able
to affent unto what is propofed unto it, in warious
degrees of certainty, according unto the nature and
degree of evidence it has to proceed upon.

3. Byﬁzfr}:. This 1s our aflent upon ¢c/flimony,
whereon we believe many things, which neither
{fenfe, natural principles, nor reafonings of our
own, can give the leaft knowledge of. And this
alfo has not only warious degrees, but is likewife of
diwers kinds, according to the nature of the tefti-
mony which it arifes from ; Awman, if it be buman ;
and Jivine, if divine.

According to thefe diftin¢t facnlties of our fouls,
& od reveals His mind rbree «ways. For He has im-
planted no power in our minds, but with refpett
unto Himfelf, and our living unto Him, which is
ihe end of them all; ard a neglet of the improve-
nen: of them unto this purpofe, 1s the great ag-,

| grava-
A CENE - B 1 Jude 10,
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gravation of fin. It is an aggravation of {in, when
men abufe the creatures of God, 1n not ufing them
to His glory ; when they take His corz and awvizeand
0i/, and fpend it on their lufts *. 1t is an higher
aggravation when men by fin abufe and difthonour
their own bodies : for thefe are the principal exter-
nal workmanfhip of God, made for eternity, and
committed to us, in an elpecial manner, to be pre-
{ferved unto His glory. This the apoltle ftates to be
the peculiar aggravation of the fin of fornication
and uncleannefs . But the height of impiety con-
{i{ts in the abufe of the faculties and powers of the
{foul, which are immediately given unto us for the
olorifying of God. Hence unbelicf, prophanenefs,
blafphemy, atheifin, and the like pollutions of the
mind, are fins of the higheft provocation, and of

the moft crimfon dye.

1. He makesHimfelf known unto us, by the prin-
ciples of natural light. 'There are two things in this
natural light, namely, a power of difcerning, and a
power of judging ; by the one, He reveals His Being,
and effential Properties ; by the other, His fovereign
authority over all. |

As to the firft, the apoftle affirms, that 7¢ yrusov
T8 O, Qavepdy Eswv iv avreis § 1 That which may be
known of God (His effence, being, and effential
properties) is manifeft in them; thatis, 1t has a felf-

evidencing:

* Hof. ii. 3. + 1 Cor. vi. 18, 19. 1 Rom, 1. 19,
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evidencing power in the minds of all endued with
natural light. And as unto His fowereign authority,.
he evidences 1t in, and by the confciences of men *.
And thus, the mind aflents unto the principles of-

God’s being and authority, independent of any:

aftual exercife of reafon, or other teftimony what-
cver.

2, He reveals Himfelf unto our reafon, by pro-

pofing fuch things unto its confideration, as that
we cannot but cenclude in an afifent unto-tbars truth,

which He intends to teach in that way. This He
does by the avorks of creation and providence.  Thus.
the beawens declare His glory, and the firizament fheaw-
e1h His handy-avork +. But yet, they do it not un-
to the firft principles of natural hight, without the
aftual exercife of reafon. It 1s only, avben ave con-
fider His beavens the avurk of His fingers, the moon and
(e flars avhich He bas ordained . 'To the fame pur-
pofe, the apoftle difcourfes of the works of creation
and growvidence §, and the rational ufe we are to make,
of them. SoGod, alfo, calls upon men for the exer-
cife of their reafon about thefe things, and reproaches
them with f{tupidity when they are wanting.
therein |},
3. He reveals Himfelf unto our faith, or that

power of our fouls whereby we affent unto the truth

upon

* Romw. 1. 14, T5. + Pfal. xix. 1, 2, 1. 1 Pfal. viii, 5.
§ Rom. i. 2¢~—22. Acts xiv. 15, 17,  Xvii, 24, 28, 29.
U Ifa. xlvi, 7e=g. xliv, 18~—20,
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upon teftimony. He does not make Himfelf known
by His word in the firft place unto the principles
of natural light, nor yet unto reafon in its exercife ;
but in the gofpel the righteoufnefs of God is rewvealed
[from faith to faith *. Unto this kind of revelations,
Thus faith the Lord, 1s the only ground and reafon
of our aflfent.

Concerning thefe feveral ways of the communi-
cation of divine knowledge, 1t muft be always re-
membered, that there is a perfet confiftency in the
things revealed., And though thefe means of di-
vine revelation harmonize and perfectly agree one
with another, yet are they not objeltively equal,
but f{ubordinate one unto another: Wherefore
there are many things difcernible by reafon in its
exercife, which do not appear unto the firft princi-
ples of natural light.  So the fober pbilofopbers of
old attained unto many true and great conceptions
of God, above what they arrived at, who either did
not or could not cultivate the principles of natural
light. It 1s therefore folly to pretend that things
fo made known of God are not infallibly true and
certain, becaufe they are not obvious unto the firft
conceptions of natural light, without the due exer-
cife of reafon. And there are many things revealed
unto faith, which are above the comprehenfion of
reafon in its ulmolt exercife. Such are all the

principal

% Rom. i. 17.
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principal zvfleries. of the chriflian religion. 1t is
therefore the very height of folly to reje& them, as
fome do, becaufe they are not difcernible by reafon,
though they are not contradiltory thereunto.

1. The revelation which God makes of Hunfelf,
by the principles of natural light, infallibly evidena
ces itfelf to be from Him. We difpute not now
what a few atheiftical fpirits may pretend unto,
whofe folly has been {ufficiently deteéted by others.
All the fobriety in the world confents to this, that
the light of the knowledoe of God,y, by the principles of
natural confcience, does infallibly manifeft itfelf to
be from Him, and that the mind neither is, nor can.
be impofed on in apprehenfions of that nature..
Andindeed if the firft dictates of reafon concerning
God did not ewidence themfelves to be from Him,
they would neither be of any ufe nor force.

z. 'The 1'evel‘at'ii‘0n which God makes of Him-
felf, by the wvorks of creation and providence unto our
reafon, does alfo demonftrate itfelf to be from Him.
For the invifible things of God from the creation of the
aorld are clearly feen, being underflood by the things
that are made, even His eternal p&-wer‘ and godbead * .
They are cléarly feen, and therefore may be perfecily
underflead, as to whatf they teach of God, without
any poflibility of miftake.” And whenever men do’.
not receive this reveldation, and underftand what

God

# ‘ R'Om- i' EIOI
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God teaches by His works of creation and provi-
dence ; namely, s erernal poaver and godbead, it is
not from any defect in the revelation or its fzlf-ewvi-
dencing efficacy ; but from the depraved and vicious
habits of their minds. Hence the apoftle declares,
that they who rejected this revelation, did it, becanfz
they did not like to retain God in their knoaviedge ¥ 5 and
in confequence God feverely punifhed them 4.
What 1 principally intend frora the whole is, that
as the revelation which God makes of Himfelf by
the works of creation and providence does not evi-
dence itfelf unto the fr{t principles of natural light,
fo the fcripture may have, and really hath, a Je/f-
evidencing efficacy, though it appear neither to the
firit principles of nature, nor yet to rcafon in irs
exercife.

3. God reveals Himfelf unto our fuiz/ by the
fcripture as His word, which He bath magnificd above
all His nzmed 3 that is, Fe harh mmplanted n it
more chara&ers of Himfelf, and His properties, than
on any other way whereby He hath made Himfelf
known, Yet this revelation of God, we confefs,
1s not fuited to evidence iifelf unto the [light of
nature, or the fir{t principles of our underftanding, fo
that by the bare propofal of it to be from God, we
fhould, by virtue thercof, immediately aflent unto

1t,

* Rom, i. 28. + Ifa. xIvi. 8. xliv. 15, 19, 20.
1 Pfal. cxxxviii. 2.
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it, as men affent unto felf-evident natural princi-
ples. Nor does it evidence itfelf unto our reafon
in its mere natural exercife, as that we can demon-
ftratively conclude that it is from God. It hath
indeed fuch external evidences accompanying it, as
make a great nnpreflion on reafon itfelf. But the
power of our fouls, unto which it is propofed, is
that, whereby we aflent unto the truth, merely up-
on the tefttmony of the revealer, and whereof we
have no other evidence.  And this is the moft no-
ble facultv of our nature. 'There is an inftiné& in
brutes, that has fome refemblance unto our inbred
natural principles 3 and they will exert this inftinét,
improved by experience, into a great likenefs of
reafon, although it be not fo. But as unto the
poaver, or faculty of giving an aflent upon teftimony,
there is nothing in the nature of irrational crea-
tures that has the leaft fhadow of'it.  And if our
fouls wanted but this one faculty, all that remains
would not be fufficient to condudt us through the
affairs of thislife.  This therefore being the mofk
noble faculty of our fouls, is that, unto which di-
vine revelation is propofed in the higheft way.

4. 'That our minds are to be prepared and affiffed
by the Holy Ghoft, to make an affent according to

the mind of God, and as it is required of usin a
way of duty, we have declared and proved before.

On this {uppofition, the revelation of God by His
word
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word does no lefs evidence itfelf unto onr fuitl,
than the revelation of Himfelf by the works of cre-
ation and providence does unto our reafon; nor
with lefs aflurance than that we receive by the dic-
tates of watural light.  When God reveals His crer-
nal power and godhead by the things that are made,
the beawens declaring His glory, and the firmament
Shewing His bmm_’y-quaré; the'realon of mn infallibly
concludes upon the evidence that is in that revela-
tion, that there 1s a God, and lle eternally power-
ful and wife, without any further arguments to
prove the revelarion to be true. So when God, Ly
His word, reveals IIimfelf unto the minds of men,
and thereby brings fuith into exercife, or the pow-
er of our foul to affient unto truth upon teftimony,
that rewelation does no lefs infullidly evidence itfelf to
be divine, or f om God, without any external argu-
ments to prove 1t to be fo, If[ thould fuy to a man,
that the funis rifen, and fhines upon the earth ; if
he queftion or deny it, and fhould afk how I will
prove it, 1t is fuflicient to anfwer, that it manifefts
z1felf by 1ts own light 5 and if he add, that this is
no proof to him, for he does not difcern it; fup-
pofing .that to be fo, it is a fatisfaltory anfiver to
tell him that he is blind ; and if he be not fo, that
1t 1s to no purpofe to argae with him who contradiézs
his oavn fenfe, for he leaves no rale wherehy what is

fpoken may be judged of. And if 1 tell a man,
that the beavens declare the glory of God, thar the

K tJaﬂv'.ﬁfz:.‘:--



( 98 )

Firmament fheaveth His harndy-awork ; or, that the
znviftble things of God from the creation of the avorld
are c/&'arévﬁffz, ' Z)::’z'ﬁg zma’er_/z’md é_y the z‘/:;fﬂg: that are
made ; and he fhall demand how 1 prove it, iris fof-
ficient to anf{wer, that thefe things do manifeft
themfelves unto the f:z?a/érz q/‘" CVery man 1n 1145 proper
exercife. 1f he fhall fay, that it does not {o appear
unto him that the being of God is fo revealed by
them ; 1t 1s {ufficient to reply, he has not the ufe of
his reafon, or that he argues in exprefs contradic-
tion unto it, as may be fully demouitrated. This
the heathen philofopher granted. <¢¢ Quid poteft
€¢ (faith Cieere) effe tam apertum tamgq; per{pi-
““ cuum, cum Ccelum fufpeximus, ceelestiag; con-
«« templati fumus, quam efle aliqguod Numen pitaf{~
¢ tantifiimz mentis, quo hzc reguntur; quod qui
‘¢ dubitat haud fane intelligo cur nou idem Sol
<« fit, an nullus fit dubitare poffit *.”’ D¢ Narura
Deor. lib. 2.  And 1f 1 declare to any one, that
the feripture is the averd of God, or a divine revela-
tion, and that it evidences itfelf fo to be: if he
fhall fay, that although bhe has the ufe of his rea-
fon as well as others, and yet 1t does not appear fo

to

* What can be fo clear and perfpicuous, when we have viewed
the heavens, and contemplated the celeftial bodies, that there is
fome Deity of infinite wifdom, by whem thefe orbs are governed,
of which, he who doubts, 1 do not clearly underfland why \he
fame perfon {hould not doubt, whcether or not there be a nahturﬂ.l

Lun.
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tohim; it is, as unto prefent enquiry, fufhcient to
reply, for the fecuring of the authority of the ferip-
ture (though other means may be ufed for his con-
viftion), that all men bawe not faith ; for 1t is only
in the light thereof, that we can read thofe charac-
ters of its divine extrac?, which are imprefled on 1t,

and communicated unto it. If 1t be not {o, {eeing
ir 1s a divine revelation, and 1t is our duty to believe

it fo to be, it muft be either becaufe our faith 1s not
1'ui’ted, nor able to receive fuch an evidence, ad-
mitting God has given it unto the revelation of
His word, as he has done unto thofe of the light of
nature, and works of providence; or becaufe God
neither has or could give fuch an evidence unto
His' word as might manifeft it to be Ilis.  But nel-
ther of thefe can be athrmed without a very high
refleCtion upon the wildom and goodnefs of God.

That our faith is capable of fuch an affent is evi-
dent, becaufe God works ir in us, and beftows it
upon us for this very end.  And God requires that
we fhould infallibly believe what he propofes, at
leaft, when we have infaliibie evidence thar it is
from Him. And as he bhas appointed {.ith, 1nd
approves of its exercife, {o he both judees and con-
demns thofe who fail therein *.  Yca, fuith is capa-
ble of an aflent, more firm, and accompanizd with.

K 2 More

¥ 2 Chron. xx. 20. Ifa. vii. 9. Mark xvi. 16.
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‘more affurance, than any that is given by reafon,

in 1ts beft conclufions. And the reafon is, becaufe
the power of the mind to give an afient upon tefti-

“mony, 1s elevated and {trengrhenzd by the divine:
and fupernatural -work® of the Spirit before de-
fcribed.

To fay, that God neither could nor would give
fuch a power unto the revelation of Himfelt by His
word, fo as to evidence itfelf to be His, is exceed-
ingly prejudicial ro his honour and glory, feeing the
everlafiing welfare of the fouls of men is incompa-
rably mure concerned therein than in the other ways
mentioned.  And what reafon can be affigned why
He fhould implant-a lefs evidence of His divine au-
thority on it, than on them, {ecing e defigned far
greater and more glorious ends by it, than by them ?
If any thall fay, it is, becaufe 1lis kind of divine
revelation is not tapable of receiving fuch evidences;
if fo, itmuflt be either becaufe there cannot be ewi-
dent charaflers of divine authority, goodnefs, wifl-
dom and power implanted on it ; or becaufe an ¢/~
ficacy to manifelt them cannot be communicated un-
to {uch a revelation. 1T'hat both thefe are otherwife,
fhall be immediately demonftrated. And as we have
already declared, that itis the anthority and weracity
of God, as revealed in the fcripture, that is the formal
reajon of our ﬂzhb, or fupernatural affent unto it as the
word of God: it only remains that we enquire into

the
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the way and means whereby they evidence them-
felves unto us, and the feripture thereby to be the
word of God. And as we have already fhewn, that
faith 1s an a/ffent upon 1e¢ffimony, and confequently
that divine faith is an aflent upon divine teftimony,
there muft be fome teftimony or witnefs 1n this cafe
whereon faith mufl reft.  And thiswe fay s the tef.
timony of the Holy Gholt, the Author of the {crip-
ture, which He gives in and by 1t unto the minds
of men, fo that their faith may be immediately re-
folved into the authority and veraciry of God alone.
And this work or teftimony of the Spirit may be re-
duced into two heads, which fhall be diftiné&tly in-
fifted on.

i. The impreflions ov charaflers which are fubjec-
¢ively lete upon the {eripture, by the Holy Ghott,
of all the divine excellencies and perfeflions, are
the firft means which evidence that tetimony of the
Spirit whereon our faith refts.  The -way by which
we learn the eternal power ana godhead of Jehovah
by the works of creation, i1s no ‘otherwife than by
thofc marks, tokens and impreflions of the divine
power, wifdom and goodnefs that are upon them.
see to this purpofe the blefled meditation of the
Pfalmift *. Now there are greater and more evi-
dent imprefiions of all the divine excellencies left
upon the written.word, by the infinite wifdom of its

K 3 Author,.
Pflal. civ.
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Author, than whut are communicated unto any or
all the works of God. Hence Dawid compares the
averks and wwcord of God, as to their inftrutive
efficacy in declaring the Almighty and His glory;
and although, he afcribes much unto rhe avorks of
creation, yet he prefers the aord incomparably be-
fore them *, And thefe manifeft the word unto
our™aith to be His equally, if not more clearly,
than the other do the works to be His unto our
reafon.

As yet, T do not know, that it is denied by any,
but that God, as the immediate Author of the

feriprure, has left in the very word itfelf evident to-
kens of His wifdom, prefcience, power, omnifcience,
goodnefs and rruth; though fome fpezk fufpciouily
herein, but 1 leave it to be confidered, whether (mb-
rﬁ]ly fpeaking) it be poflible that God fhould from
the eternal counfels -of His will reveal Himiclt ; that
is, the thouzhss and purpofes of his heart, which had
been hidden in Himfelf from eternity, on purpofe
1lat we fhould believe, and yield obedience thereto,
and yet not give with it, or leave upon 1t any
:—sxf;.égm, any infallible token, evidencing Him to
be the Author of that revelation,

This is that whereon we believe the fcripture to
he the word of God with faith divine and fuperna-
tural, if we belicve itatall. There 1s in itfelf that

evidence

* Pfa xix., 1~—9.  Pla. exlvi, 8, 9. and xix. 20,
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evidence of its diwviue arigin from the charalters of
divine excellencies which are left upon it by its Au-
thor, as faith refls upon, and is refolved 1into.
And this evidence is manifeft uinto the meaneft and
moft unlearned, no lefs than unto the wifelt philofo-
phers. Aand the truth iS_., if rational QArguments and
external motives were the f{ole ground of receiving
the fcripture to be the word of God, 1t could not
be, but that learned men and philofophers would
have always been the molt forward and the moft
ready to have admitted it. Some of late have af-
firmed, that [uch were the charafers who at the
firft inoft readily received the gofpel; gn affertion
which nothing but grofsignorance of the fcripture
it{elf, and all the wiltings concerning the vrigin of
chriffianity, whether from the teflimony of chril-
tians or heathens, could fuggeft *. On the princi-
ple mentioned, the {cripture is often compared unto
Lhight ; 1t 1s called a Jigkt flining in a dart place, which

will evidence 1itfelf unto all who are not bhind, or
who do not wilfully fhut thelr eyes, or have not
~ them blinded by the God of this world, %#Z tbe

Jight of the glorious gofpel rgf'CZJrz_"/?, wro is 1he image
of the invifible God, fhould fpine unto then. ]

2. The Spirit of God evidences the diwvine origia
and authority ¢f the fcripture, by the power which
Iie puts forth in it, and by it, upon the minds and

COll-

* 1 Cor. 1, 25—26:
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confciences of men.  Thisthe apoftie exprefsly af-
firms to be the reafon and caufe of faith, JZfFall
prophefy, and there corwe in one that believeth not, or
ne unleariaed, be is convvinced of all, be is judyed of
ail : and thus the fecvers of Lis beart arc made mani-
S, anrd jo falling down ¢ir bis _face, Le awill aworfbip
Ged, and repert that God is in youof a trath *.  The
acknowledgment and confeflion of God 20 b2 7w ther,
or anongft them, 1s a profetlion of faith in the word
as admimitercd by them. Such perfons afient un-
to 1rs divine authority, or believe 1t to be the word
of God, not upon any externat evidence or ground
of credibility, not upeon a conviftion of any mi-
racles, which they faw wrought in its confirmation,
nor yet upon the teftimony of rhis or that church ;
but purcly on a.count of that divine power and cf-
ficacy they experienced in themfelves., e is con-
vinced of all, judgoed of all, and thus are the fecrots of
bis hrait made manife/t 3 whercon he falls down,
with an acknowledgment of the divine authority of
the word, which comes upon his cenfcience with an
irrefiftible power of conviltion and judgiment (be 75
convinced of all, judged of «ll) he cannot but grant
that there is Befoy 71, a divine efficacy in it, and at-
tending 1t.. EBfpecially his mind is influenced by
this, namely, that the fecrets of his heart are 2ade
manifeft by it.  And all men muft acknowledge this-
to

% 2.Cor. xiv. 24, 235.
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.to be an effe&t’of divine power ; fecing God alone
1S rwpdoyvwsng, LHe awbo fearcheth, Aknoweth, and
judgeth the beart.  And if the woman ot Samaria
believed that Jefus was the Chrift, becaufe He s0/7
Ger all things that ewer fbe dia*, there is great
reafon to believe that word to be from God which
makes manifeft even the fecrets of our hearts.
And although | conceive that by the waord of God +,
the /Zving and erernal Word is principally intended,
vet the power and efiicacy there afcribed to Hium,
1s that which he puts forth by the word of the
gofpel. And fo that word alfo, in its place and ufe,
pierceth to the dividing afunder of feul and [pirit, of
e joints and marroww, and is a difcerner, or pafleth a
critical judgment on the thoughts and intents of the
heart, or makes manifcfl the fecrets of men’s bearts.
flerein then, the Holy Ghofit (o evidences the di-
vine authority of the avord, by that divine power
which it hath upon our fouls and confciences, that
we afluredly acquiefce in it to be from God. So
the b falonians are commended that tbey received
1he werd not as the wword of men, Eut as itis i truth
the aord of God, which cffectually averketh in then that
oefieve T.o It diftinguifhed itfelf from the avord of
men, and evidenced itfelf vo be the avord of God by
its effetudl operation in them thar belicved. And
he who has this teftimony in himfelf has a higher and
more

* John iv. 29. 1t Heb. iv. 12, 1 1 Thefl il. 113,
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mmore Arm aflurance of the truth than can be at-
tained by the force of external arguments, or the
credit of human teftimony.

And I muft fay, that although a man be furnifth-
ed with exiernal arguments of all {orts concerning
the divine origin and wuthority of the {criptures ;
although he efteems his metives of credibility to be
effetual perfuafives, and have the anthority of all
the churches in the world to confirm Eis perfuafion,
yet, if he have no experience in himfelf of its divine
power, authority, and efficacy, he neither does nor
can believe 1t to be the word of God in a due man-
ner, with faith divine and {fupernatural. But he
that hath this experience, has that teftimony in him-
{clf which will neverfail.

This will appear more evident, if we confider
fome of thole many inftances, whereby the word
difcovers its power, by the effefts which it produces.

The principal divine effeét of the word of God 13

in the converfion of the fouls of finners., And all thofe
who are acquainted with ir, as it 1s declared in the

fcripture, and have an experience of it in their own
hearts, do conftantly view it as an inftance of the
exceeding greatuefs of the power of God.  Now of this
great and glorious effet the word is the only inftru-
mental caufe. For we are born again, born of God, -

not of corruptible feed, but of incorruprible fzed by
the



( 107 )
the word of God, which abideth for ewer*. For of
[is owwn awill does God beget us again wwith the word of
truth +. 'The word is the feed of the new creature
in us, that whereby our whole natures, our iouls,
and all their faculties, are changed and renewed in-
to the image and likenefs of God. And by the fame
word is this new nature kept and preferved T, and
the whole foul carried on unto the enjoyment of
God : the word of God’s grace is able ro build us up,
and to give us an inheritance among fi ali them avko are
Sanétified i for it is the power of Ged unto falvation
to them that belivve S. The work which 1s fﬂ:e@cf:d
by it in.the regeneration, converfion, and janitif-
cation of the fouls of believers, does eviaence 1tfelf
infallibly unto their confciences, that it is not the
avord of man, but of God. 1t will be faid, that this
teffimony is private in the minds of them only in

whom this work is wrought: and therefore 1 fhall
prefs it no further; dur be that belieweth bath the

quitnefs in hinyelf||. But yetr although this teftimo-
ny be privately received ({or in itfelf it 1s not fo,
but common to all believers) yet 1t 15 minifferially
pleadable in the church as a principal wotive unto
believing. A declaration of the divine power which
{foinc have experienced in the word, 1s an ordinance
of God to convince others, and to bring them unto

the

¥ 1 Pet, i.21. T Jam. o138, I 1 Petiiiv 2. § A&s xx,
32. Rom. 1. 16. i 1 fohin v, 10.

!
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the faith., Yea, of all the external arguments that
are or may be pleaded to juflify the divine autho-
rity of the fcripture, there is none more powerful,
than this of its mighty efhcacy in all ages on the

fouls of men, to change, convert and renew them
into the image of God.

Moreover, there are yet other particular effe&s of
the divine power of the word on the minds and con- .

{ciences of men, belonging urito this gencral work,
either preceding or following it, which are clearly
fenfible, and enlarge the ¢vidence. As,

. T he work of: conwviFion afﬁ;z on thofe who
neither expefted nor defired i1 ; and who, if pofhible,
would avoid 1t by all means. The world is filled
with inftances of this nature ; whilft itnen have been
full of love to their {ins, and at peacein them, the
word coming upon them in its power has awed,
difquieted, and“ terrified them ; taken away their
peace, deftroyed their hopes, and made them, con-
trary to their defires, inclinations and carnal affec-
tions, to conclude, that if they did not comply with

what it propofed, they muft be'miferable both now
and for ever.

Confcience is the territory or dominion of God,
which He has {o referved unto Himfelf, that no hu-

man power can poflibly enter into it.  But in this
work of convi&ion, the word of God takes poffefiion
and producesin it either peace or trouble. Where

1t
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1t gives uneafinefs, all the world carnot give reft ;
and where it {peaks peace, there nothing can
give difquictude. Were not the fcripture the aord
of God, how could it alt fo authoritatively in the
minds of men? When once it begins this work, con-
fcience immediately acknowledges a wew rule, a news
law, a new gowernment. 1t 1s contrary to the nature
of confcience to take this upon itfelf, nor would it
do fo, but that it feels {fenfibly, that God fpeaks un-
to it*.  An invafion may be made on the curward
duties that confcience difpofes unto; but none can
be made on its iuzernal aélings. No power under
heaven can caufe confcience to think, aé&, orjudge-
otherwife than it does by 1its immediate relation to
God. For itis the mind’s felf-judeing with refpe&
unto God ; and what is not fo, 1s no a& of con-
fcience. Wherefore to force an act of confcience
implies a contradiftion.  However it may be Eleﬁ-_-,,
led, bribed and terrified, it can admit of no power

but that of God.

I know confcience may be prepoffefled with pre-

judices 35 and by education, with the infinuation of

traditions, take to itfelf the power of falfe, corrupt
and fuperftitious principles, which may delude the

 unotional part of the foul ; whereby confcience is in-

{enfibly influenced and deceived, as to its judging

~ of the voice of God ; but in oppolfition thereunto,

L thofe

¥ 1 Co, X1V, 25, 26,
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thofe divine conviftions immediately pofiefs the
prattical underftanding and felf-judging powef of
the foul. Itmay be remarked, how confirmed fome
have been in their carnal peace and fecurity ; what
lofs many have fuffered in their outward concerns
by admitting their conviéions, and what force,
diligence and artifice has been ufed to defeat them ;
yet the divine power of the word has abfolutely pre-
vailed, and accomplifhed its whole defign *.

2. He does it by the light that is in it, and that
fpiritual illuminating efficacy with which it is ac-
companied. Hence it 1s called a light fhining in a
dark place +. ‘T'hat light whereby God fines into
2he hearts and minds of men 1. Without the fcripture,
all the world is indarknels: dardanefs covers the earth,
and thick aarknefs the peaple §.  Itis the kingdom of
Satan, filled with darknefs, fuperftition, idolatry,
and lying vanities. -The minds of men are alfo na-
turally in darknefs ; there is a blindnefs upon them
that they cannot fee nor difcern f{piritual things,
not even when they are externally propofed.
With refpe& unto both thefe kinds of darknefs,
the fcripture is a Jighs, and accompanied with a {pi-
ritual illuminating efficacy, and thereby it evidences
itfelf to be a divine revelation. For what but diwine
truth could recal the minds of men from all their

wanderp-

% 2 Cor. %. 4y 5. Jer. xxxiil. 29.  Zech. i. 6. t 2 Pet.
i 19. 1 =2 Cor. iv. 4, 6. § Mo Loz,
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wanderings 1o error, fuperftition, and other effeéts
of darknefs, which of themfelves they love more
than the truth? The f{cripture, wherever 1t 1s fent
in the providence of God, comes as a light into a
dark place ; it difcovers, at once, all things clearly,
that concern either God or ourfelves, our prefent
or future condition. But principally it evidences
this its divine efficacy, by that fpiritual faving Lght,
which 1t conveys to the minds of believers. Idence
there is none of them, who have gained any experi-
ence by oblervation of God’s dcalings with them-
felves ; but, although they konow not the ways of
the Spirit’s operation by the word, yet can fay,
with the man unto whom the Lord Fefus refltored
ioht, One thing I know, that avhercas I avas boru
blind, now I fec. 'T'his power of the word, as the
inftrument of the Spirit, for the communication of
fpiritual knowledge unto the minds of men, the

apoltle declares*. By the efficacy of this powem&',
the Holy Spirit evidences the ftripture to be the

word of God. Thofe who believe, find a glorious .
fupernatural light introduced into their minds.
‘They who before faw nothing in a diftin& affe&ing
manner, do now clearly difcern the truth, the glo-
ry, the beauty, and excellency of heavenly myfte.
ries, and have their minds transformed into the
mm .ge of God. And there is no one who has the

i L2 witnefs

® 2 Cor, 1i1. 183. 2 Cor. iv, 4, 6.
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witnefs in humnfelf of the kindlings of this heavenly
light, but has alfo the evidence 1n himfelf of the di-
vine authority of the fcriptures.

3. It doesin like manner evidence its own divine
authority by the azve, which 1t puts on the minds of
the generality of mankind unto whom it is propofed.
Multitudes there are, who Abare all 1ts precepts,
defpife all its promifes, abbor all its threatenings, and
who in a word approve of nothing that it declares,
and yet dare not abfolutely vefufe and reje& it.
‘They deal with it as they do with God himfelf,
whom they alfo hate, according to that revelation
which he has made of Himfelf. They wiflh he were
not ; fometimes they hope He is not, and would
be glad to be free from his rule ; but yet dare not,
cannot abfolutely deny or difown Him, becaufe of -
that teftimony for Himfelf, which he keeps alive
within them, whether they will ornot.  The fame
is the frame of their minds toward the feripture,
and for no other reafon, but becaufe ir is the word
of God, and manifefts 1tfelf fo to be. They hate it,
wifh it were not, hope it is not true, but cannot
fhake off the difquietude of their minds in the ap-
prehenfion and fenfe of its divine authority, This
teftimony it has fixed in the hearts of a hoft of its
enemies, *

4. It
* Pfal. xlv. 5.
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4. 1t evidences its divine power 1a adminiffering
Sirong confolations in the deepelt and moft remedilefs
diftrefles. Such.has been the condition of innume-
rable fouals, on various accounts ; in particular under
the power of perjecutions, when perfons have'been fhut
up in filthy dungeons, not to be brought out, but un-
to death, and that by the moft exquifite torture, that
the malice of hell could invent, or the cruelty of
man 1infli¢t.  Yet, in thefe and the like diftreffes,
the word of God, by its divine power and eflicacy,’
has broke through all interpofing difficulties, all
dark and difcouraging circumitances, and has re-
frefhed, fupported, and comforted fuch diftrefled
fufferers ; yea, commonly filling them avith joy un-
Speakable, and full of glory.  Theugh they were in
bonds, yet the word of God was not bound ; neither
could all the powers of hell, nor all the fury of:
men, keep the word from entering into prifons,.
dungeons and flames, or prohibit it adminiftering
{trong confolations againft all {cars, pains, wanta,
dangers, deaths, or whatever in this mortal life we
might be expoled unto. Sundry other inftances of
the like nature might be pleaded, wherein the word
gives evident demonflration unto the minds and con-
fciences of men of its own divine power and autho-
rity 5 which 1s the fecond way whereby the Holy
- Gholt gives teftimony untoits divine origin.

L3 But.



(114 )

But it was not merely the grounds and reafons
whereon we believe the {cripture to be the word of
God, which we defigned to declare.  The whole
work of the Holy Spirit enabling us to believe, was
propofed unto confideration. And beyond what
we have infifted on, there 1s yet a further pecubar
work or His, whereby He effettually informs our
minds of the {criptures being the word of God, and
whereby. we are ultimately eftablifhed in the faith.
thereof. And I cannot but be {furprifed, and be-
wail, that this thould be denied by any that would
be cfteemed chriftians, Wherefore 1 fhall take oc-
cafion, in the fecond part of this difcourfe, further
to confirm the truth thus far debated ; namely, #baz.
God &y His Holy Spirit fecreely, yet cffectually perfuades
aqnd fatispes the minds of believers in the divine truth
and authorily of the fcriptures, fo that He infullibly
fecures their faith againfi all objeftions and temp-
tations whatever ; and enables them {fafely and
comfortably to reft their fouls thereon, both for
time and eternity.

CHAP,
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CHAP., VIL

Inferences from the wbhole. — Some objesFions
anfwered.

ROM what has been enlarged upon, a few
things offer themielves unto our confiderarion.

1.. What is the reafon why the meaneft and moft
unlearned {ort of believers do affent unto this truth,
Viz. 9hat the feriptures are the word of God, withh no
lefs firmnefs, certainty, and afiurance of mind, than
the wifeft and moft learned of them do ¥ Yea, often-
times, the faith of the former is of the beit growth,
and firmeft confiftency. Now no afent of the mind
can be accompanied with any further affurance, than
the ewidence upon which it proceeds will afford. It
cannot therefore confift in fuch fubtile and learned
arguments, the feafe of which cannot be under-
{tood without difficulty.  But the things which we
have pleaded for, are quite of another nature. For
thofe chara&ers of divine wifdom, holinefs, good-
nefs, authority and grace which are implanted on
the fcripture by the Holy Ghoft, are aslegible un-
to the faith of the meaneft, as of the moft learned-
believer. It muft, therefore, be granted, that the
formal reafon of faith confifts in thofe things, the

evidence.
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evidence of which 1s equally obvious unto all belie-
vers.

2. We may learn whence it is, that the affent of
faith is ufually affirmed to be accompanied with
more «furance than any affent which 1s the effeét of
Jeience upon the moift demoniirative principles.
They who affirm this, do not confider faith as 1t is
in this, or that individual, or in all that fincerely
believe ; but in its own nature and effence, and what
it is meet and able to produce. ‘That which feems
to conftitute the difference, is, that the evidence
which we have in things feientifical 1s {peculative,
and affe@s the mind only; but that which we have
by faith effe@Qually works on the will alfo, becaufe
of the goodnefs and excellency of the things which
are believed. And I think it cannot modeftly be
dented, that there ijs a greater aflurance in faith,
than there 1s in any fdieatifical conclufions ; unlefs
it can appear, that there are as many good and
wife men, who will part with all their worldly con-
cerns, and their lives too, and that, by the moft vi-
olent tortures, in the confirmation of any truth of
human {cience, as it.appears have aone, ou the
certainty which they had by faith, that the feripsare

28 a dicvine revelation.

Forin bearing teftimony thereunto, innumerable
multitudes of the beft, the holieft and the wifeflt of
men that ever lived, have chearfully and joyfully

facri-
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facrificed all their temporal, and adventured all their
eternal concerns. Wherefore unto this firmnels

and conftancy which we have in the aflurance of
faith, three things concur.

1. That this ability of affent upon teftimony 1s the
moft noble power or faculty of our fouls ; and there-
fore, where it has the higheft evidence, which it
moft undoubtedly has, in the teftimony of God,
it gives the higheft certainty or affurance of which
in this world we are capable. r

z. Unto the affent of divine faith, thereis re-
qﬁil'ed an efpecial internal opcration of the Holy
Ghoft. This renders it of another nature than
any mere natural act or operation of the mind ;
and therefore, if the affurance of it may not pro-
perly be faid to exceed the a/furance of fcience in de-
gree, 1t 1s only becaufe it is of a more excellent

kind, and thereforc not capable of comparifon as
to degrees.

g3. That the revelation which God has made of~
Himf{elf, that 1s, of His mind and will by His word,
1s more excellent, and accompanied with greater
evidence of His infinitely glorious properties (and
wherein alone the mind can find reft and fafisfac-
tion) than any other difcovery of truth whatf{oever
is capable of. Neither is the affurance of the mind
-abfolutely perfe& in any thing beneath the enjoy-
ment of God. And whereas the foul, by faith,

makes
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makes the neareft approaches it is capable of unto
the cternal Spring of being, truth and goodnefs, it ne-
ceflartly has the higheft reft, fatisfation, and af-

furance therein, that in this life it can poflibly at-
tain unto. |

3. It follows from hence, that thofe who deny
either of thefe two things, or would fo feparate be-
tween them, as to exclude 1he neceffity of either unto
the duty of believing, namely, the internal aorkt of
the Holy Spirit on the minds of men, or the external
work of the fame Holy Spirit giving evidence in and
by the fcripture unto its own divine origin, do en-
deavour to expe& all true divine faith out of the

world, and to fubftitute a probable perfuafion in
the room thereof.

For a clofe unto this difcourfe, I fhall confider
fome objefions that ~are ufually pleaded in oppofi-
tion unto the truth afferted and vindicated.

1. It is objedted, that the plea hitherto infifted
on cannot be managed without great difadvantage
to the chriftian religion. For if we take away the
raticnal grounds, on which we believe the doétrine
of Chrift to be true and divine, and place the whole
evidence on things not only derided by men of atbe-
iflical fpirits, but in themfelves not dilcernible by
any, but fuch as do believe, on what grounds can
we proceed to convince an unbeliever ?

A }y“u’ﬁ’r"
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Amaver 1. By the way, it is one thing to prove
and believe the doftrine of Chrift to be true and
divine, and another to prove and believe the fcrip-
ture to be given by infpiration of God, which was
what we propofed unto confideration. A doétrine
true and divine may Dbe written in, and propofed
unto us by writings that are not diwiuvely and infal-
libly infpired s and fo might the do&rine of Chrift
have been, but not without unf'peakélble difadvan-
tage to the church of God.  And there are fundry
arguments, which forcibly and effectually prove the
doftrine of Chrift to have becen sreue and divine,
which are not of any efhicacy to prove the divine au-
thority of the fcriptures ; though on the other hand,
whatever proves the divine authority of the ferip-

tures, does equally prove the divine truth of the
do&trine of Chriit.

Anjwer 2. There are two ways of convincing un-
believers 5 the one infifted on by the apoffles, and
their followers ; the other, by fome learned men
fince their days.  The way principaily ufed by the
apoftles was by preaching the word itfelf, in the
evidence and demonfiration of the Spirit.  And it
was likely, that unbelievers, and thoie of atheifticai
fpirits, would deride both them and it; and fo in-
deed it came to pafs. But yet they purfued their
work, and God gave {uccefs. The other is by pro-
péﬁng rational arguments, and herein fome learned

perfons
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perfons have laboured to very good effe&k. And
certainly their labours are greatly to be commended,
whilft they have attended to two rules : (1.) That
they produced no arguments but fuch as are cogent.

(2.) That they have not pretended that rational ar-
guments are the {ole foundation of faith. Accépt

but of thefe two limitations, and it is acknowledged
that they may, and ought to be, pleaded unto the
convi@ion of gainfayers: for no man pleads the
Self-evidencing power of the feriprures in {uch a man-
ner as to exclude the ufe of external moftives.

Thefe things are {fubordinate, and no way incon-
{iftent.

2. It is objelted, that if there be {uch clear evi-
dences 1n the divine origin and authority of the
fcripture, that none who freely ufe their reafon can
deny it; then it lies cither in the naked propofal of
the things unto the underftanding ; and if {o, then
every one that afients unto this propofition, thar the
avhole is greater than the part, mull likewife aflent
unto this, that the fcripture is the word of God ;
or, the evidence muit not lie in the mere propofal,
but in the eflicacy of the Spirit of God in the minds
of men unto whom it 1s propofed.

Aufwer 1. 1 know no divine, ancient or modern,
popifh or proteftant, who does not affert that there
is a work of the Holy Ghoft on the minds of men
neceflary unto a due belief of the fcriptures as the

word
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word of God. And the confideration hereof not by
any chriftian to be excluded. Neverthelefs, we do
not fay, that this is the objeétive teftimony or evi-

dence on which we believe the {cripture to be the
word of God.

z. Wedo not difpute how far, or by what means
this propofition, namely, rbat the feripture is the avord
of God, may be evidenced unhto our mere reafon;
but our enquiry is, with reference unto our under-
itanding as capable of giving an affent upon tefii-
mony. Itis notfaid, that thisis the {irft principle of
reafon, though it be of faith, nor that it is capable
of mathematical demonfiration.,  That the whole is
greater than the part is {elf evident unto our rea-
fon upon its firft propofal ; but fuch demonftration
none pretend to be in the feripture, becaufe it is a-
fubject not capable of it.  Nor do thofe, who deny
the felf-evidence of the fcripture, pretend by their
arguments for its divine authority to eive fuch an
evidence of 1t unto reafon, as s 1n firft princi-
ples, or mathematical demonftrations, but content
themfelves with that which they call a moral cer-
tainty. But we are obliged to receive the truth of
this propofition, by that pewer of our minds by
-which we affent unto truth upon teftimony ; vea,
infallibly fo, on that which is infallible. And here-
unto it evidences its own truth, not with the fame,
but,with an evidence and certainty of an higher na-

M ture
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ture and more noble kind than that of the f#r:&:/2
demon/tration in things natural, or the moft forcible
arguments in things moral.

3. It 15 objected, that if this be fo, then none
can be obliged ro receive the feripture as the word of
God, who have not faith, and none have faith but
thofe in whom 1t i1s wrought by the Spirit of God,
and into this all mult be refolved at laft.

Anfwer 1. Certainly, there is no room for this
objeétion ; for the whole work of the Spirit 1s only
pleaded as He is the efficient canfe of believing, and
not the objeltive, or reafon why we believe.

Anfwer 2. We muft not be athamed to refolve all
that we do well, in obedience to the command of
God, unto the eflicacious operation of the Holy
Spirit, unlefs we intend to be athamed of the gofpel.

Anfaver 3. It is another queftion, whether all
obligation unto duty is, and muft. be, proportionate
unto our own ftrength, without divine affiftance ;
which we deny : and affirm, that we are obliged un-
to many things by virtue of God’s command, which
we have no power to anfwer but by virtue of His
grace.

Anfaver 4. Where the propofal of the fcripture 1s
made in the way before defcribed, thofe unto whom

it is propofed, are obliged to receive it as the word

of God, upon the evidence which it gives of itfelf
{o
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fo to be. Yea, cvery real, true, divine revelation
made unto'men, or every propofal of the feripture:
by divine providernrce, hath-that evidence attending:
it, as-is fuflicient to oblige them, unto whom it is
made, to believe it, on pain-of his-difpleafure. If
this-were otherwife, then, either were God obliged’
to confirm- every particular divine revelation with a:
miracle, which'He did not; as-in wyany: of the proe-
phets;: or elfe, when' He requires faithand obedi-
ence in the miniftry of the word, men are not obli:

ged thereby ;. nor is it their {fin to.refufe.a compli-
ance with His will.

Amjzver 5. If this difficulty cannot be otherwife
avoided, but by-affirming that the faith which God
requires, is nothing but a zarural afint upon ra-
tional arguments, which we have an ability for,
without any fpiritual aid of the Holy Ghoft, or re-
fpect unto His teflimony, as-before defcribed, and.
which overthrows all faith, efpecially that which is:
divine. I fhall rather ten thoufand. times allow of
all the juft confequences that can follow on the
fuppoflition mentioned, than admit of this relicf.
But of thofe confequences this is.none, that any. un~

to whom. the {cripture is propofed.are.: excepted
from an .obligation to believe.

In like marner there is no difficulty in the ufual
objection with refpet unto particular. books of. the

N feripture,
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icripture, why we receive them as canonical, and re-
je& others ; as, namcly, he Book of Proverbs, and not
of Wifdom 5 of Ecclefiafics, and not Ecclefiafticus. For,

I. As to the books of the Old Teftament, we
have the canon of them given us in the New, where
1t is affirmed, that unto the church of the Feaws were
committed the oracles of God ; which both confirms
all that we receive, and excludes all that we exclude,
And unto the New, there are no pretenders, nor
ever were to the exercife of faith.

2. All books whatever that have either pretended
unio a divine origin, or have been pleaded by
ottiers to be of that extraét ; have been, and may be

from themielves, without further help, convifted of
falfhood.

3. We are bound not to refufe the miniftry of
the church, or the advantages of providence where~
by the'feripture is brought unto us.  Although the

“feripture is to be believed for i1/elf, yet it is not ordi-
- narily to be believed by i7z/£/f, without the help of
other means.

- 4. On this fuppofition, I fear not to afarm, that
there are, on every indiwidual book of the {cripture,
particularly thofe named, thofe divine charalters
and criteria, which are fufficient to diftinguifh them
from all other writings, and to teftify their divine
authority nnto the minds and confciences of belies

VErs.
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vers. I fay of Jeliewers; for we enquire not on
what ground unbelievers do in any fort believe the
word of God; nor yet direétly; on what outward
motives fuch perfons may be induced fo to do. But
our fole enquiry at prcfent is, what the faith of
them awbs do believe is refolved into. Now whemn
our Lord Jefus Chrift came and preached unto the
Jews, we do not fuppofe, that thofe mere words,
I am the light of the wworld, or the like, had all this
evidence in or with them of which we fpeak; for
nothing of that nature muft be feparated from its
circumitances ; and the teftimonies before given in
the fcripture to His perfon, work, time, and-man-
ner of coming ; likewife the evidence of the prefence
of God with Him in the declaration that He made
of His doé&rine, and Himfelf to be the Mefliah, are
to be confidered. Upon fuch principles the Jews
were bound to believe what He taught, and Him-
felf to be the Son of God, the Saviour of the world ;..
and fo many of them did purely upon His preach-
ing. And in like manner, they were bound to be-
lieve the do&rine of Fobn the Baprif?, and to {fubmit to -
his inftitutions, although he wrought no miracle;
and thofe who did not, reje&ed the counfel of God
for their good, and perifhed in their unbelief. But
although our Lord Jefus Chrift wrought no miracles
to prove the fcripture then extant to be the word
of God, feeing that was firmly believed by the

Fewws s
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Feaus ;3 yet, the wifdom of God faw it neceflary to
confirm His perfonal miniffry by them. But without
a fenfe of the power and eflicacy of the divine truth.
of the do&trine propofed, miracles themfelves will be.
defpifed ; fo they were by fome who. were afterwards.
converted by the preaching of the word * ; or they
will produce ouly a falfe faith, or a ravithed aflent
upon an amazement, that will not abide +.

« Alsii.13. 1. 7,3, T Adls viil. x3, 21.

T HE END..

‘-----.—-:—-—-
LRRATA.

Page 4, line 8, for then, read there.—P. 19, laft line.but five;
for unto, vead ngon.—P. 2.2, laft line but five, for «viere, read awien,
—DP. 40, laft line butfeven, for t4efe, read thofe.—P. 39, line 7,
read /e enlarges, &c.—D. 40. line 11, for 4. read.5.—Page 52,
laft line but two, for yef, read for.—DP. g3. line 7, for t/e waters,
‘read ‘t/efe.—P. 57, line 12, for of, read by.—P. 78 line 11, be~-
fore 1fa, viil. infert, Sce alfo 1fa.

\T:
Q 8,9




	r1.pdf
	r2.pdf
	r3.pdf

