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oy TE World is at this day filled with dift
=) courles about the Proseffant Reljgion, and
e the Profeflion of it; and that not without
caufe. The publick Oppofition that is made
unto it, the Defigns that are managed with
=9 Policy and Power for i’s utter Extirpati-

on, and the Confidence of many. that they will take Ef
fe&t, muft necds fill the minds of them whofe Principal
Tntereft and concerns lye in it, with many Thoughts " a-
bout the Event. Never was therc a greater Canfe brought
on the Stage for a Tryal. A Canfe wherein the Glory of
God is concerned above any thing ac this day inthe
World. A Canfe wherein the moft’ Eminent prevailing
Powers of the Earth arc vifibly ingaged as unto irs Ruine;
and whercunto all the Diabolical Arts of men arc employ-
ed. A cayfe wherein thofe who embrace that Religion,
do judge that not only their Lives, but the Eternal el
fare of them and their Pofterity is incvitably concerned.
This cannot but fill the minds of all men with various
conjetures about the Iffue of thefe things, according as
A 2 their




(4) |
their Intereft works in them by vH‘opes an’d -%a;s'-f'jsomg
‘of them ‘therefore “do 'Endeavour by their ' Coun esf a[n'
other wayes for the Prefervation an Contmélgnce So t%ns
Proteftant Religion amongft our [elves, 'accoa IPg a l ey
have an Acceffion unto publick Affairs; An (;:m.elw 10::l
Lot is caft into a_private capacity, do engage fa3t 1 a?
Prayer unto the fame purpofe. The Encmics of it in “{i
mean time are powerful, ackive and reftlefs; manydamolns
us being uncertain in their minds, as not rcfol\I(e g)/;}e
to fix their Intereft, and a greater multitude like 14 o,
care for none of thefe things. This being 2 mattulg 1ere-
fore wherein all men, who have any [cncef‘of ,bﬁe 1}%191},
are fo deeply concerned, it may not be unfeafona cl,_ lru:_-
ly to enquire what is this Proseffant Religion which 115
fo contended about ; what is it’s prefent Srare ;711 t t1)e
World ; What it’s Strength and M’ea{.;m/xlas‘;gir&t&-x c:fp‘ltlh'é

1 - is like to be the’ X :
ck Profeffion, and what is like t
l}i;f:iérllt conteft, This is that wluch1 thc_enhutx)]g ;L;aV%s
: : it is hoped they may be of ufe
arc defigned unto: and it is ho ey 1 ufe
:tmto \fo%mc, to extricate their minds from involved frunltlefs
‘Thoughts, to dire€t themin their Duty m:‘d to bring them
unto an acquiefcency in the Will of‘ Gfod.‘ | dithr 2 it
The Proteftant Religion may be confidered citl it
is Religion in General, that.is, Chriftan Rclxgton ,{o({ ;1)51
is diftin€ from and oppofite unto another p)ctenﬁ e{ Pro-
feffion of the fame Religion, whercon it 'is called Pro-
eflant. o ) . ..
rjIn the firft fence of it, it derives it’s Orl{g’m}?lr f\r]cég\
Chrift and his Apoftles. V\llhat 1f(l_lcy tz{lu.ghihté) V(il ofﬂi% d,
' :d to be obferved 1n
what they commanded to l  the Worthip o
i but  that, 1 the Pr ant
God; All of it and nothing ty is 1 :
Rclig’ion. Nothing clfe belongs unto it, ;;lxl(l_?ltjlllé?gof ctllgcc,‘
is i ned.  ‘Thefe, therefore are the Prir c
is it concerned. Thefe, : the Principles o oie
Religion of Protcftants, whercinto their Taith
ence are rcfolved. - Wi

(5)

1. What was revealed unto the Church
Chirift and his Apoftles, is the w
God will and doth accept.

2. So farasis needful unto tl
nal Salvation of the Church
ed and commanded
New Teftame
of the Old.

3. All that is required of us that we may pleafe God,
be accepred with him, and come to the Eternal  Enjoy-
ment of him, is that we trucly believe what is {o reveal-
¢d and taught, yielding fincere Obedience unto what s
commanded in the Scriptures,

Upon thef: Principles, Prozeffants con
their Religion unto the Tryal of all
thing it be found to deviate from th
any Inftance what is o revealed, tau
ed; If ic be defelive in the ~Fai
thing that is o revealed or commanded, they are
to renounce it. - Here they live and dye, from this
dation they will not depart: This is their Religion,

And if thefe Principles will not fecure us, as unto our
prefent acceptance with God in Religion, and the Etep-
mal Enjoyment of him, he hath left all Mankind ar an ut-
ter uncertainty to make a blind venture for an invifible
World; which is alrogether inconfiltent with Lijs Infinite
Wifdom, Gooducfs and Benignity.

Being in pofleion of thefc Principles of Truth and Se-
curity from Chrift and his Apoftles, it belongs unto the
Proteftans Religion not to change or forgo them, and to
repofe our confidence in the Infallibility “or Authority of
the Pope of Rome, or of the Church whercof he is” the
Head. ~ For thefe Principles of Affurance arc fuch as cvery
way become the Wifdom and Goodnefs of God; and
fuch as that our Naturc is not capable in this life, of thofc

which

by the Lord
hole of that Religion which

e Faitl, Obedience and Erer-
» what they taught, reveal-
y Is contained in the Scriptures of the
at, witnelled unto and confirmed by thoft

fidently propofe
mankind, Iflin any
em, if it exceeds in
ght and command.
th or Prattice of any
ready
Fouu-




( 6 ) . .
which are higher, or of a more illuftrious }%vxde(?cc. dL(::L
the contrary*unto cither of thefe be demont ra;c 1, an 1 we
will renounce the Proteftane Religion. To q;é;o thcﬁ
for fuch as are irreconcilable unto Divine fWI\;[ orn} duli';
Goodunefs, as allo to the common Reafon OD 1 ?11 kind, i
an cffett of the highelt Folly and of ﬂ:rpngd elu 1011'1.\ .
For that all Mankind fhould be oblige Gt(:{ P f{lcl? Ju
their Confidence and Aflurance of pleafing 0~F, (l)' v 3
unto him, and coming unto the Enjoyment '(-)‘1' uml
Eternity on the Pope of Rome and hlsr {Inlglhbl 1lty, ;?“f,‘_
] i i cring whe wle
i tantiated, confidering what
ever qualified and circumftan ‘, dering what chee
Popes arc and have been, is Etelnally.ué'cc)c{): dlable unto
the Greatnefs, Wifdom, Love and Kindnc }x]t‘ 11 J’[{ls
allo unto the whole Revelation made of .h'lmcb ; )}f c us
Chrift. The Principles of Proreffant 'Re/zgtofgz' cc:‘ orc,mmtchc
tioned, do every way become, arc lugl,ll}./' uite ﬂ;“h e
Nature and Goodnefs of God. _1\{0 mfalhthxlngt Lma . 0:1 g;
i e i ttle of them, tha
be able to inftance in onc Tittle m.
correfpondent with Divine Gooduefs and dem’r]ll.o IIB{L;L ‘OV[;
the firft naming of this other way, no 'nildlll. A ho uows
any thing what the Pope is, and what is 13 purch, it
he be not blinded with Prc;uchc;: I’?ndt IutietLe b f?zitc abl
isfic himfc it i iftent w -
Satisfic himfelf that it is con j .
fl%fs a:md Wifdom to commit the Salvation of Mankind,
which he values above allthings, un}t)otit"uchc (s;tnr\?&gltll(r:;:y;\dth
i is r any better v
Neither hath this latter way " ey with
ifc s common Realon o ar 5
Humane Wifdom, or the ¢ : ‘
namely, that thofe who are l{llc;xqu, 111};1y 0{{1 (;Elc({n rtc?bll\jz
‘ ifer 3 thole Popes,
better and wifer men than sy houldrefo ve
i igi -rein their whole Affurance ples
reir Religion, and therein t c A e
ﬁncﬂ Godf;wi;h all their hopes of a blefied ngx n(l:tﬁinlé;lto
the Authority and Infullibxhtyﬁof fthle Pope (911)1; iqﬁ; Church ;
el : " them, the mofl of them, ¢ : )
ccing many of rhem, the f them, S
?\Lgcs bh'wc P}),ccn Perfons wicked, ignorant, proud, fenfual and
1 ? ’; H H rOQ .
brutifh in their Lives. s

m

()

This then is the Foundation of the Protelt
in that it is built on thofe Principles, which are cvery way
fuited unto the Divine Nature and Goodnefs, as alfo fatig.
faltory unto Humane Reafon 3 with a refufal of them which
are unworthy of infinite Wildom to give, and the ordinary
Reafon of men to admit or receive.

Secondly, as the name Proreflane is diftin@ive with re-
Ipeét unto fome other pretended profeflion of Chriftian Re-
ligion ; {0 it derives this denomination from them who in
all Ages afier the Apoftafic of the Church of Rome came to
be exprefly Antichriftian, departed from the Commuinion
of it, oppofed it, reformed themfelves, and fet up the true
Worlhip of God according unto the Degrees and mea.
fures of Goffrel Light which they had reccived.

This was done fucceflively in o long tra& of Time
through fundry Ages, until by an Acceflion of Multitucdes,
Princes and People, unto the Tame Profeflion, they openly
teftificd and Prorefted againft the Papal Apoftafic and Ty-
ranny, whence they became to be commonly called Pro-
reftants.  And the Principles whercon they all of them
proceeded: from firft to laft, which conftitute their Religi-
on as Proteftanr, were thele that follow. ‘

1. That there are in the Scripture, Prophefies, Prediions
and Warnings, efpecially in the Book of the Revelation,,

and the Second Epife of Panl the Apofile to the T heflalo-
atans, that there {hould be a great Apoftafic or Defeétion
in the vifible Church from the Faith, Worfhip and Ho-
linefs of the Gofpel; and in Oppofition unto ‘what was
appointed of Chrift, the Ere@ion of a worldly, Carnal, -
tehriftian Church-fate, compofed of Tyranny, Idolatry
and Perfccution, which fhould for long time Opprefs
the true Worthippers of Chiift with Blocdy Cruelty,
and at laft be it {elf cenfumed with the Spivit of his
Mouth, and deftroyed by the Brightnes of his ccming.

This Defclion was fo plainly forctold, as alfo the be-

gumng,

ant Religion,
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ginning of it ina Myffery of Iniquity defigned even in the
dayes of the Apoftles, that Believers in all Ages did expect
the accomplifhment of it by the Introduétion of an Anti-
chriftian Srate and Power, though the manner of it was
hidden from them, until it was really fulfilled. 1 fay from
the dayes of the Apoftles,-and the giving out of thofe
Prophcfies and Preditions of the coming of Antichrift
and an Apoftate Church State with him, all Chriftians
in' all Ages, did belicve and expe@ that it fhould come,
until it’s rcal coming in a way and manncr unexpeclted
confounded their apprehenfions about it. ‘

2. Their {econd Principle as Proteftants was, that this
Defeltion and Antichriftian Chureh State fo plainly fore-
told by the Holy Ghoft in the Scriptures, was openly and
vifibly accomplithed in the Church of Reme, with the Na-
tions that had Subjefted themfelves unto the Yoke there-
of. Thercin they found and faw, all that Tyranny and
Oppreflion, all that Pride and felf Exaltation above every
thing that hath the Name of God upon it, all that Idola-
try and falfe Worfhip, all that departure from the Faith
of the Gofpel, all that contempt of Evangelical Obedience,
which were foretold to come in under, and conftitute the
fatal Apoftafie.

3. Hercon their third Principle was, that as they valu-
ed the Glory of God, the Honour of Chrift and the Go-
{pel, their own Salvation, and the Good of the Souls of
others, they were obliged to forfake and renounce all Com-
munion with that Apoftate Church, though they faw
that their fo doing, would coft many of them their dear-
eft Blood, or Lives. T

4. They were convinced bereon, -that it was their Du-
ty publickly to Proreft againft all thofc Abominations, to
Retorm themfelves as unto Faith, Worfhip and Converfati-
on, according unto the Rules before laid down, as thole
that are Fundamental unto Chriftian Religion,

Thefe

e e m e LG — .
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Thefe were the Principles whereoii Chriftian . Religion
as 1t 18 Proteftant; was ! ycintroducid. finto: the- Worvld'{j? £
ter' it had-béen. fot ohly. 'obfcurcal;‘/b’unu.almdﬁ“'éx"'c-’l'l’z.dd:’i
out. of it, as unto i’s-publick Pidfeffiong. And (hele Prﬁ
ciples arc avowed by all ‘rrue Proteftants, ‘as thofe whcrc_
on they are ready at all times, 0 put their Caufd !
Profeflion .on the Trial..(: .. .. . v e
. The Way whereby the Profeffion bf!'t[lis“"]’rw:h// w‘t‘\R"—'
ligion was introduced on'thefe Principlds and fmade po (l;
lick in the World under the Antichriftian Apoﬂ('lli; ]l!‘ .
;I:;ﬁun}c): .wh;rcby '(Iilhrgﬁlan Religion entred th((: \}V(‘)‘]]i(;

Cr “Laganifme ; i Namlely, by the ' Pravers. D i
Writings, Sufferings andl P};Z)liu}éf.‘s o']f'c'Ll’if]l;l)g:’S’ r}};c]:;chuj]g,
embraced it and were called to promote it. And h \1\"}”
their Sufferings for the number of them that fittered C'u’;
variety of all Cruel Preparations of Deach are inex )‘:HIE
fible. - It is:capable of a full Demonttration that t}hgf:
who were, S‘l'»l,’l’l by the Sword and otherwife d’cﬂr(;"cd i ;
their Teftimony unto Chuift and the Golpel, in mioﬁti .
unto the ]f.«pzz/ Apoftafic  and Idolasry, did fzar cxi‘écd t?u
number of them that Suftered for the Chriftian  Religi o
in all the Pagan Perlecutions of Old, A Plant fo (flgjlog
and Watered with the Blood of the Martyr; will lod (;.
{o ealily plucked up as fome Imagine. Nay it is lqt! :
f;lfnxctm\\)'llihnot.go out without more bloody (of ﬁlpﬁlcon::s

: an 1t was ntroduce 5 whic :
knows how to concci\'é]t(;?iii):g(él.)y > which yer o man
tiogstblfw]mif no {bolncrl fixed “its Profeffion in fome Na-

Sy was loaden with ; anner of Regroaches
charged with all the Evils thatﬂi[‘cﬁ“(l)l:ll;ui:1 t{lt/'\(;&q’d)flji
?gi;;:tf {L':l}t'mglmi; an{dl by ‘al] forts of Arts and prctcx?éc%
oared dulpected and hateful unto Princes and Porenrates
t\!}x‘ih;[t;(\:&} :)s] rﬁ?lltl:ﬁ; L\I‘I'J:‘O J\"Iz;nkind, cipecially unta

gre: , Was with great Noife and Cl
mour charged on it. For {o it was 1%1 Llllch;x:{li ‘::in(mlc\c,
) :

o;
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of the Chriftian Religion - under Paganifme. There "was
neither. Plague . nom: Famine,: nof. Earthquake, nor Inunda-
tion of Water, noriWar,-nor . Invafion' by Eheémics; but
all was charged onrthat New Religion. ~And the . Reafon
hercof was, not only the Hatred of the Truth through <hc
Love of Sin and Uarighteoufnefs, and an ingrafted power
of Superftition through blind Devotion, but Principally
becaufe for a long ‘Traé of Tine, the whole. of the Pro-
feffion of Religion had been fuited unto the Secular Interefts
of men, fupplying them under various pretences, with Pow-
¢r, Domination, Territories, Titles, Revenues, Wealth,
Eafe, Grandeur, and Honour, with an Infinuation into.and
power. over the Confciences of all forts of Perfons ; a thing
very defirable to men of corrupt Minds, and eafily turned
into an Engine unto very bad and pernicious Euds, ‘That
the whole Complex, and all ir's parts in their various mo-
tions and Operations, of the. Chriftian Religion .in the
P apacy, is framed and fitted unto thefe Ends, {6 as to give
fansfadion unto all corrupt and Ambitious defires in men,
is palpable unto all that are not wilfully blind. But this
Proseftant Religion {0 introduced, ftated the Intereft of

Chriftian Religion in a way and defign uttesly inconfi-

ftent herewith and  deftrutive of it.~ And this was to
give all Glory and Honour to God and Chrift alone, and
o teach the Guides of the Church to be Humble, Holy,
Zcalous Enfamples of the Flock, utterly renouncing all Sccu-
lar power and Domination, with Territories, Titles and
great Revenues on the account of their Ofice, and the
Difcharge of it. And was it any Wonder that thofe who
were in poffcffion of three parts of the Power, and a third
part of the Revenue of moft Nations in Enrope, {hould
ook on this Principle as the Worft of Devils, and {0 re-
prefent it, as to frighten above half the Monarchs of theft
Nations fiom once looking fteadily upon it, whereby they

might have cafily difcovered the cheat that was put vp-
on

| (1)
onithem: -And thus was it' with the

the 1€ ] the firft Plante
Clhriftian Religion with refpett unto the Pagans, n;;lrs ng

. le

R . Poe ot
. heBl;t }he;e}:m_';papy: vla.bquy to make a difference between
ntréduction tof Religion.under Pagimifme, and the
Reformation of it ‘under dutichriftianifme. For the If')b
that the firft: Profuflors of Chriftian Religion for };l o
hundred Yesrs endured:their Perfecutions with all )u(..e
ence, never-oncy fitring. up cithen . Waisi or; Con pati-
ons in_the 'defiénce of-kheir Profeflion.” :Buti filce * apon
and after ‘the Introduction of Proteftant Rdhim;ionze‘tlllip’on
have: been many Tumults. and Diforders, .mar 0 Lﬁm'
Commotions and Wars which have been ’c‘zu){édy.t]h [1”1 "
Yor if all ‘the’ Profeffors of it liddl-quictly fiffered :] .
felves to have bedn killed with theSword; of han ec;;c»m‘w'
burned, or tortured to death in tlm-*Inqui’l}tién o§ {’i'o'l
ved in Dungeons (and more was not l‘CQllired’of the nd
there would have been no fuch Wars about Rcliwioun')
the World. For their Enemies intendlcd nothin tE)u’t] ;n
deftroy them in" peace and quietnefs, without ?h le: ((l)'
difturbance unto the Civil Rule amor’lg men o
! fay tlu.s Diﬁ'crence did- not arife from ‘dl'l'V difference
1;1'th_c Religion of the One and the Othér, nox gécn’&,
Principles of thofe by whom. they were: ]n‘,(')ibﬂ‘cd ltS ot
it hath procceded from External canfes and 'circuﬁﬂPuuf
ces, that were greatly different between the Prim't"l'
Clmﬁlgns and the Proteftants in {fome places and I\llltV X
(‘)‘xyics;e aIﬁ)r ;hel Prxm%tivel Chriftians, whofc Story‘ we h'zawl.:
of them placed in and Subjeft unto oze Empire,
In that whole Empirc and all the Plrcofxfil?cnelso gft fn:ﬁl*m
was not one Law, Cuftom or Ufage giving thé lufc’z
countenance unto Right of Protection of Li/z('t;'t}' ThC:rc
:}m‘sl n({){ o|.1e Prmcc? Ruler, Senate, Governour, that had
e lealt pretence of legal Right to prote&t or defend
thew in their Profefion againft the Will and I:L\{rle)({‘
b2 - the
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the :Emperour: or Empite..; The outwdrd . Rights- of - Re-
ligion were ng way allied in any thing unto  the Civil
Rights of men. However numerous therefore the Chri-
fliahs. were in. thofe dayes, they were, all-abfolutely. pri-
vate perfonswichout pretence of Law-er-Right to dq:g:)_nd
themfelyes ;7in which' ftate’ of things it: is the undoubted
Principle  ofall Proseftants, that where men arc, perfecuted
meerly on the account.of Religion without ; Relationr un-
to theGivikRights and. Liberties of Mankind, . their duty
is putiently to Suffer: without the leaft Refiftance,; But i
hath been othérwife upon the Reformationtand fince.  For
the ProteStion and Prefervation of Religion was . taken
up by 'fundry Potentates, free Princes and . Citics, who
had & legal. Right apd. Power to protet themfelves and
theif Subpélls in the ‘Profeffion of: it. It hath- been and
is at this day incorporated into the Laws, Rights and
Interefts of fundry Nations, which ought to be defended.
And no inftance can be given of any people’ defending
themfelves in the Profeffion of ‘the Proteftant Religion
by .Arms, but where together with their. Religion theix
Encmies did defign and endeavour to deftroy thole Rights,
Liberties and Priviledges, which not only the Light of
Nature, but the Laws and Cuftoms, of their feveral
Countreys did- fequre unto them as a part of their Birth-
right: Inheritance. ~And in {ome places though the name
of Religion hath been much ufed on the one fide and
the other ; yet it hath been neither the Caufe nor Occa-

fion of the Wars and Troubles that have been in- them..

And this makes their cafe utterly different from that of
the Primitive Chriftians,

This Religion being thus reinftated in many Nations,
it brought forth frwit in them, even as the Gofpel did ag

its firft preaching in the places whereinta it came, Col.

1. O,
Ut brought forth. fruit. in them by whom it was re-
ceived,

o (13)
ceived, fuch as is the proper Fruit of Religion; Namely
it did {o in Light, Knowledge, Truth, in Holines, in the real
Converfion of Multitudes unto God, in Good Works in
the Spiritual Comfort of Belicvers in Life and Death with
all other fruits of Righteoulnefs which are to the ’pra-ifb
of God. Thereby alfo was the Worfhip of God vindi-
cated from Idolatry and Superitition, and reflored in ma-
ny places unto it’s Primitive Simplicity and Purity.
- It brought alfo no fmall Advantage cven unto eliofs
Nations, both Prinees and their Subjeéts, by whom''the
Profeffion thercof was never received; as Chriftian Religi-
on alfo did of Old unto the Pagan World. Tor hereby
it is that the Kings and Potentates of Chriffendom, cven
thofe of the Roman Profeffion, have much cafed ‘them
felves of that Intolerable yoke of Bondage that was on
them unto the Popes pretended Power and his Impofiti-
ons, For whileft all Nations were in Subjettion to him
it was at their utmoft hazard that any onc King or
State {hould contend with him about any of his De-
mands or Afflumptions. For he could ftir np what Nas
tion he pleafed, and give them fufficient Encouragement
to avenge his Quarrels on Rebellious Princes which he
alfo did - Inftances innumerable. But fince fo many
Nations fell oft from all dependance on him and  Subje-
€tion to him by the Light and Profeflion of the Pro-
teftant Religion, there is a Ballace of Power againft
him, and an awe upon him in his Prefumptions, left he
fhould be deale withall by others in the like matiner
Had thefe Weftern parts of the World continued under
a Superltitious Senfe of a Fealey and  Obedicnce in- all
things due to the Pope, as they were before the Refor-
mation, the Kinzg of France himiclf fhould not {0 eafil
have rejefted his perfonal Infallibility and ]urifdiétion
as he {eems to have done; Bue he hath now no way lefe
10 avenge him{clf but dffafiwations, which av this time
may
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may proveof very cvil confequence unto himfelf.  Where-
fore the Princes of Ewrope, as well thole by whom the
Proteftant Religion is not embraced, yea is oppofed and
perfecuted, as thofe by whom it is received, feem not {o
fenlible of the Benefit and Advantage which dothr accrew
unto them all thereby, For from thence alone it is, with
the ‘Tuterelt and Power which it hath obtained in the
World, that they are freed in their Minds and. in . their
Ruté, trom as bafe a Servitude and Bondage, as. ever
petfons under their Denomination were Subjeét unto.

The common People alfo who yet continue in the
Communion of the Papal Church, have received no {inall
advantage by that Effettual Light which fhines in the
World from’ the Principles of this Religion, even where
it is not reccived. Tor from the Tear of the Difcoveries
to be made by it, hath a Curb been put upon the flagitious
Lives of the Priefis and  Friars, wherewith all places were
defiled ; Shame alfo with Neeeflity having ftirred them up
to deliver themfelves in fome meafure from their old {tupid
Ignorance. Many Retrenchments have been made alto in
fome of the moft Grofs parts of Idolatry, that were for
many Ages in General pradtice among them.  And they are
hereby alfo in fome geod meafure treed trom the Terror of
evil Spirits wherewith they were continually haunted.  For
before the Reformation, Poffeflions, Apparitions, Sprights,
Ghofts, Fiends, with filly Miracles about them, hll’d all
Places, and were a great Annoyance unto the common
people.  Somewhat there was no doubt of the Juggling
af Pricfts in thefz things, and {fomewhat of the Agency
of the Devil, each of them making ule of the other to
further their own defigns.  But upon the fislt preaching
of the Golfjel, there was an Abatement made of thefe
things in all places, which hath gone on, until they are
every where grown the matter of Scornand Contemyit.

This Religion being thus planted, and producing ;hc{c

Edells,

L S2

(15)

Effells, the Houfe of duffria in both the Branches of it,
the Imperial and the Regal, clpoufed the Auntichriftian In-
tereft and Quarrel againft it, and for Eighty years or
thereabouts, endeavoured by all wayesof Lorce and Cru-
elty its utter extirpation. What immenf¢ Treaftves of
Wealth they have fpent and wafted, what an Ocean of
blood they have fhed, both of their own Subjeéts and
others i the purfuit of this Defign, cannot be well con-
ceived.  But what hath been the IiTue of all their under-
takings tothis End? They have {o far broken themitlves
and their Power in their obftinate purluit of them, that
thof¢ who not long fince thought of nothing lefs chan an
univerfal Monarchy, arcforced to {eck unto Prozeffant States
and Nations, to preferve them from immediate Ruine,  So
vain, foolifh and truitlefs for the moft part are the deep
Counfels and Projeftions of men, fo deftructive and rui-
nous unto themlelves in the 1Tue, when their Defires and
Defigns are cnlarged beyond the Bounds which Righe
and Equity have fixed unto them ; cipecially  will  they
be fo, when they are found fighting again®t God and his
Tntereft in the World,  And if the {ame Defign be now
purfued by another, it willin time come unto the fame
Cataftrophe. '

1 fhall not {peak any thing of the prefent State  of
this Proecffans Religion, as unco it Political Interclts in
the World., It is in general known to molt, and hath
been parricularly enquived inte by many. I fhall only
briefly confider fomething of ir’s Weaknefs, it’s Danger,
and what is like to be the Tifue of it, as unto it's pub-
tick Profeflion in the World, which are the Subjeéts of
many 1cens daily converfe. '

The Political Weaknefs of the Proteftant Religion avifeth
folely fromthe Diwifions that are among them by whom it
is profefled. And thefe arc of two fores. Firlt, fuch asare
af a Civil nature amongft Princes and States ; And Sc-

condly
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condly, fuchias are Religious among Divines and Churches.
As unto the firlt of thefe, fome good men who value Re-
ligion above all their earthly Concerns, meafuring otheg
Men, even' Princes, who profefs Religion, by themifelyes,
have been almoft aftonifhed that there is not fucha thing
as a Proecflant Intercft {0 prevalent amongft them, as to
fubordinate all particular Contefts and Defignings unto
it {elf. Bue whereas there was formerly an Appearance
of fome fuch thing, which had no {mall Influence on
publick Couniels, and produced fome Good ufeful Effefls ;
at prefent ie feems to be beyond hopes of a revival, and
is of little confideration in the World. Could fuch a
thing be expeéted, that che Nations and the Powers of
them which publickly profels the Proseffant Religion, (hould
avow the prelervation and protetion of it to be their prin-
cipal Toreret, and. regilate their Counfels accordingly,
giving this the preheminence in all things, their Adver-
faries would be content o dwell quictly ar lome, with-
out offering much at their difturbance.” But thefe things
are not of.my prefent confideration, nor do I think that
any fort'of men fhall have the Glory of preferving the
Intereft of Chrift in the World; he will do it him-
fClf. :

Again, the Refigions Difterences that are amongf(t them
as Churches, do weaken the Political Intercft of Prote-
ftants, They have done {0 from the very beginning of the
Reformation, And when the firft Differences among them
were in fome meafure digefted and  brought unto fome
tolerable compolure, about fixty years ago there was an
inrode made on the Dottrine that had been reccived
among the Reformed Churches by Nowvel Opinions, which
hath grown unto this day to the great weakning of the
whole Tntereft. And as far as T can {ee, it is in'vain to
diffwade men from contending about their finall Allot-
menes in the Houfe, or it may be but fome fuppofed Ap-

purte-
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purtenances of them, 'whilet others are -vifibly - digging
at the Foundation to opprefs them all withthe fall of the whole
Fabrick. In thefe things lyes the Sole outward Political
Weaknefs of the Proteftant Intereft in the World, whofe
direful Effe&s God alone can ‘prevent. .

We may hereon Enquire, what at prefent is like to
be the Iflue and event of this Proteftant Religion as unto it’s
publick Profiffion in the World, For the Adverfaries of it
do every .day difcover not only their Defives and Endea-

wvours for its extirpation, but their ! Expettations alfo of

its {peedy ruine. They fuppole the time is come when
that Herfe, as they call it, which hath {6 long infefted
the Norshern Nations, fhall by their Arts, Contrivancesand
Power be ntterly rooted out. And it is known that
‘thofe Difcoveries of their minds and hopes hercin, which
have occafionally come unto Light amongft us, are but
Indications of thofe Counfels and Combinations in other
places and among other perfons, whereby their Hopes
are to be accomplifhed. And if it were unto our pre-
fent purpofe, much might be offercd to manifelt that
thofe Confultations and Contrivances which are conftant
inthemanagers of the Papal Intereft both at Rome and elf-
where, for the utter Extirpation of the Proteftant Religion,
havebeen Ordered, difpofedand caft into fich methods, as
notonly to {tir upall meansof Expedition,but alfo with refpeét
untoa Iy seedy immediate Execution, '

We lH)all therefore bricfly enquire, by what way and means
this may be efleted, orwhatislike to give this Defign an ac-
complifhment, giving every thing its due weight and Con-
fideration ; for what the event will be God only knows,

The Rnine of the Proteflans Religion as unto it’s pub-
lick Profetlion, muft be cither by a’general Defecion from
it, or by a lorceupon it; or by a Recometliation and Coa.
lefceny with the Roman Church.

This DefeCtion mult be cither of the Priuces, or of

tli
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the Clirgy,':or of: the Pogple or of them:nqlh_qnv.aﬁomun&x-
Onbf the firft, or the Defetion of .Princeg unto .the Pa-
pacy we have :had. fome “inftances. in the lgﬂ' Age: but
{carce of any who have been abfolutely :Sougrallgn‘n or S
pream ; unlefs it be of oze, who rogethers with lier ;{ehg{{_
on, wifcly and honcftly left her Crown. But T fuppofc
there Iycth here no great danger or fear as to Kjags, or
fuch as on whofe Authority the Profeflion of Religion: in
their Dominions doth much depend. - For they:-are  too
wife to be weary of their prefent ftation and Liberty,
Who can fitpppofc that any of them would be willing to
frand at the Gates of the Popes Pa,lacc bare-foot, for a
Night and a Day, and be Dilciplin’d to’ boot., asl_ltldwlas
with onc of the greateft Kings of England? or to ho tl‘e
Popes Stirrup, whileft he mounted his Horfe, and vb<': re-
buked for want of Breeding in holding it on the wrong
fide? or would they lye on the Ground, and have their
Necks trod upon by the Paope, which a Coura,g?l?us' Em-
perour was forced fo fubmit unto? or have their g,‘ rowns
kickt from their Heads by the foot of a Legate? or be
Affaffinated for not promoting the Papa/ Intereft in the
way and mode of them concerned, as it was with two
ings of France? .
K”IF w(;ll be faid, that thefe things arc paft afxd gone,
the Popes have now no fuch power as formerly ; and ;‘h(:
Kings that are of the Roman Church, do live fas necl
from Impofitions en them by the pretenfions o .P{a‘p‘zi
Power, as any Kingson the Earth. But iupl.?o(mgl uch
a change, and that the King of Frame, as great as he 1753
do find in the Tffue that there 1s fuch a change, yet it wo
do not know the Reafons of it, they do. Is it .bec)al.)Ic
the maintainers of the Papacy have changed their Prin-
ciples and Opinions in this matter? Is it that they h;}vcl:
diftlaimed the Power and Authority which they exerci c;]
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ur former Ages? Is it from any Abatement of the Papal
Ommipotesrcy v their Judgment? Do they. think that the
Popes had :not Right to do what they .did in thofe dayes,
or that they'have not yet Right to do'the like again? It is
none: of thofe nor any Realon of this fore that is.the
canferofithe: pretended -Change..:s The prue and only Rea-
fon: ofidt, is-lic ballanking ofitheir’ powdr!by the. Profe:
ffape Tnteredt..: So inany Kihgs, Princes Pbtentates, Statds
and Natians being noti only. fallen ‘off from that blind
Obediente ind Sibje€tion whergin they were : univerfally
eddudliéibmntor thém-im thofe dayelyilbunirgady: to! oppole
thientAnidl stledr attemprs i to shdedutth thoicd prerended
Power, they dre forced for a Sewdon:to lower their Suyls,
and to pluck in thofe Horas wihierewich .fformetly. they
puthed Kings and Princes.unto their Ruine.  Should there
be a- Reffauration of their.Power abd-Tatereft ivitho minds
obyhem,Cividch would vidae'on theBxeitpation: of thes Pro-
teftant Religion, thie greateft Kings of Hurupe hould quick-
ly find themfelves yoked and-oversmatched: both in: their
own Donunions; and by dich as’will be ready to. Exe-
cute their Ddlignél «Andbii this: Swbpolition,they will crofs
all Expelicnee: of former: Awnedl iF Inoving weathered cheir
Diflicultics -and Conguered "their oppolers, they be not
more haughty and fecure in the Execution of their Pow-
er and prerended. Office, thaniever they were betore,

- Whatever Dolufion thierefdte mayticfall Soveraign Prin-
ces in their. perfonal. Capatities, none of them' can be {6
forfaken of common Underftanding, as not to fec that
by a Defettion unto the Papacy, they bring a Bondage on
themfelves and cheir Suhicés, from which™ God by his
Providence through the Light and Truth of the Prore-
ftantReligion had fetthem tree.  And it is certain enough
that there is at this day fo much rational Lioht diflufed
in the World, that cven thofe who on various induce-
ments may comply with any of them in the Reintrodi-
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{tion of Popery into any of their Territories, will “quick-
ly find what: condition of Slavery and contempt they have
brought .themfclves into, and thereon make thé new po-
fture of ‘Affairs very uneafic to themfelves and their Ru-
lers. Yea no fort of men will be given up unto more
furious Reflections; firft on themfelves, and then on othets,
thanthey willbe;cwhen they find - theinfclves enfriared.
“fhofe who:on fuch occafions have neither deceived them-
felves, nor fuffered themliclves to be deceived by others,
may enjoy a fedate Tranquillity of mind, in-all that fhall
befall them, . -But : thefe. when they. ‘hive .digefted the
fhame of being. deluded,. will be: reftlefs in'. their ‘Minds,
and intenf;on:new occafions. I fuppofe . therefore  there
is np great .ddnger to be feared on this hand, and if there
fhould, that the Event of Counfels mixed with {o much

madnefs and -ingratitude will be a.fuddain Cerafrophe.
And -as- unto: the::Clergy, there can be : no Detedtion
amongft them, unlefs it be (from a Wearinefs of their
refent Station, upon:the Principles of the Proteftant Re-
Egion. For they have moft of them too much Light to'be cor-
rupted any way but by Interelt. Wow the Principles intended
are thefetwo. (1.) Thatthe Rovérence which they.claim, and
the Revenues which they poffefs, are not due unto them meer-
ly on the account of their Officesand the Titles which they
bear, but on that of their Faithful difcharge of their Of:
fice in - diligent . Laborious Preaching- of the Gofpel, and
Sedulous Endeavours for the: Converfion and Edification
of the Sonls of Men. This Principle lay at the Founda-
tion of the Reformation, and was one of the greateft
means.of its Promotion. (2.) That a diftin&ion from the
People by Sacred Office, requires indifpentibly a diftinétion
from them in Gravity, Wlefulnefs and Holinefs of Con.
verfation. If Men fhould grow weary of their Station in
the Clergy on thofe Principles (and others the Proscffant
Religion will not afford them). it is tobe feared that on pro-
voking
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voking occafions they may verge wnto «
W!ICI‘CXH- all things defirable unto them in this World
will be fecured on cafier terms,  And the Danger will be
encreafed, if they are capable of Envy and Vexation from
thofe Principles” of Light and Liberty which have been
communicated unto the People by the Lroteflans Religion
rendring all Expe&ations of Reverence and Honour but
what arifeth from, and is proportionate unto real worth
and ufefulnefs, altogether vain,  And if hereon the are
expofed to impreffions from the Wealth, Eafe, and Pym:fcr
propofed unto them inthe Papal Church, it is to be fear
ed that they may regulate themitlyes by opportunir'i:b
And on theft grounds, not a few Minifters in France, be-
ing withal at the fame time under the dread OF’Trc;ubl'C
and Pcrfccutzox.), have gone over unto the adverfe Part
In the mcan time there is fome Relief hercin that ‘tl%lé
Generality of Mankind is o far enlightned that no Pleas
or Pretences of other Reafons for fuch a Change of De.
fection will bear the leaft Admittance, but it \oill be o[-
cribed unto corrupt Afle€tion and carnal Interelt, Hou:-
ever, if it be contained, as many judge it is, in the )‘é
phefies of the Rewelation, that the Churches of the ?\Ia:
tions who were once of the Communion, and in {ubje-
&ion unto the Church of Rome, {hall be reltored thm
her Power and Pofleflion again, at lcaft for 2 fhort Sea-
fon, this fort of Men muft be fignally inftrumental there-
in. Andif there be any Nations wlhere thefe two things
concur, that all Churcll or Beclefiaftical Power and Jurif-
dition, is by the Law of the Land vefted in the King,
being as unto its whole Exercife derived from him alone,
whereby that which he is, the Churel is as 1o Power and
Jurifdiction, and nothing elf¢ ; and where the Clergy do Iiold
and derive their Spiritnal Power, their Power of Order
and Office by a Flux and defeent of it from the (‘hu;cli
of Rome and the Authority thereof, upon the Acceflon of
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o n}z’/}ﬁhto Supream Rule, it will be very .dliﬂl(;ul't,'xfj not
impofBible long to fecure the publick Proteffion of the Pral-
reftant Religionin fuch Nations, 1 fay inthis Cafe,although
the Proreflant Religion may be preferved in Mnltitudes
of Tndividuals and their voluntary Socicties the Com-
yhunion of it ; Yer in fuch a  Church State its publick
Profeffion cannbt loag be continued ; for 1’ will quickly
be diflolyed by its own inteftine Differences ; which every
wife Man may cafily forefee:  But the Force of Law, Inte-
cereft and Inclination is hardly to be withftood. N
“fhe danger of Defection from thc‘Protcfﬁ{‘(_m f(jOFf~thc
Prokeftane Religion 1u the People, muft be mc{i{ u)lc 10{’3
the Preparations for it thar arc found amongft them, an
thd Means of their furtherance.  Now thefe are nothing
byt the vitious Hubies of the Minds of Men, _enclining
tNeir Affe€ions to take Shelter in ‘the Papal ‘§upcri_1l1tlxon‘.
Such ‘arc Ignorance, Lewdnefs of Converlation, Provoca-
tions from the power of Religion in others , Atheifm andf
Inteyclt, from hopes of Advantage propofed unto 10‘mc of
et who have an influence on’ others. ‘Ihcrc can be
116 Defettion unto Pepery in ot among the People, who have
ever known any thing of the Protcftant Religion, butwhat
Sroceeds from thefe Caufes, which wholly obliterate all
}énéc of its Power, all dclight in its Truth, and dlip‘ofé-.
Men unto any thing wherein they hope they .ma)ﬁ. }md
a better compliance with their Inclinations, orat lca rce
them from that whercof they are weary, and wherein
they find no Advantage. And the means wlwr(:l?y Ct}l'm{c
things are promoted in them, are want of dne'mﬂ(l{}]f* ion,
Examples of Sin and Tmpunity thercin, Publick difcoun-
renance of the Power of Religion, Perfonal and Family
Necellicies through Pride or Senfuality, with defire of Re-
oL, .
VC]\])VLhcrc thefc things abound in any Naton, amongft
any Deople, there is no Seeurity of their Svability in {)lzf(l)t

-
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profefiion of Religion which yet they avow. Torall theit
things will continually operate in their Minds, and occa-
fions will not be wanting in the watchful diligence of
the Devil and his Infbrumcents, to excite and provoke their
¢orrupt Lufts unto a Declention from their Profeffion, which
with many of them will be carriedon gradually and. in-
fenfibly, until they find themlelves -enfivared in the Papal
Intereft beyond what they can extricate them{ilves out
of.

I {hall make no Conjettures concerning the ruine or to-
tal lofs of the publick Profeffion of the Pros¢ffans Religi-
on, from thoft wayes and means of a gemeral Defiction
from it. Tor if there were more danger in them than
there is, I know there is yer a way whereby they may
be all defeated.  And this being in the Hand of God
alone, with him itis tobe left, and unto his carc it is to be
committed,

Force is the next way whercby the fame effeét may be
produced.  And this is that wluch thofe of the Rowan
Intercft do place their Principal Confidence in; and it is
that which they Judge thiey may lawiully make ufe of
whenever they are able {0 1o do. Be the force efteemed
neceflary unto this Ead, of whae fore it will ; be it by
private Affaffinations, Lugal Perfecutions, National Oppref-
fions, forrcign Invalions, all is alike unto them ; they are
all of them to be madc ule of, as their fuppoled Opportu-
nitics do require.  That which at prefent doth molt en-
courage their Hopes and Expettations on this ground of
them, is the Power and Inclinations of the Friweh Monarch,
and the Influcnce they have on the Counfels and Actings of
other Wations, Bur that whole Bufinefs {tems to. me on
many accounts, to be but res uains wratic at mofl ; many
Countreys may be ravaged and fpovled, and new Work
cut out foranother Age, buta ftated Incereft for the Papal
Advantage, will fecarcely be fixed thereby. They muit

e




(24) o
be aPeople of another temper and complexion of  mind
than our Neighbours are, of a more profound Melancho-
ly ‘and Superitition, than they are Subje€t unto; of lefs
vehement defives of their own,” and lefs Subjett to alter in
their Deligns on Provocations and Difappointments, who
are fit pertinacioully to purfue the .Advancex'nent of the Pa-

al ‘Power and Dominion, wherein thpm[elvcs at length
fhall be no fharers. But where there is a concurrence of
all thefe things; namely, an Iucbnauqn in many of alt
Sorts unto a Defeltion, Preparations in the Minds of
more thereunto, the Perfecution of fome o far as the
Laws will permit, and jull fears of a greater outward force,
Relict and  Safety is to be expelled only from Divine

Power and Goodnefs, . . ]
The Third way whereby the publick Profcflion of the
Froteflant Religion may be ruined in any Nation, or Uni-
verfally, is by a Recomerliation unto the Church of Rome.
For although this be really of the fame nature and kind
with that of the Defeflion before {poken of, yet feeing
it is to be effcfled by a pretended murual Condefeenfion, 1t
will be avarred tobe diflerent from a total Defetion. That
which I intend is a Coalefeency in the fame Church-State,
Faith, Worfhip and Rule with the Church of Rowe, on
fuch Conceflions, and Relicls from fome prefent In}pq-
fitions, as {hall on both fides be agreed on, And this is
the molt plauiible Eogine for attaining the Fatal End de-
figned, that can be made ufc of ; and pollibly the moft
likely to take effelt. The pretences of the Peace of Chri-
flendom , and the Union of Chriftians (though nothing
lefs be intended, than that Peace and Union which Chyrift
hath appointed 5 nor will the Peace pretended be cver at-
tained by it) are fuited ro cover and overwheln Men
with Reproaches, who fhall but endeavour ro difcover thety
falfity and follv. Bus the prefens pofture of Counfels and
Aftairs in the World, calls tor foraewhat a more diftinét
ot~
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confideration of thefe things, - which yet fhall be but Pre.
«paratory uuto-what fhall be further difeour(ed unto the
fame purpofe, if the procefs in the Defign do further ma-
nifeft ic felf,

From the very beginning of the Reformation there ave
been various Actempts for a Compotition of the Ditferen.
ces between the Church of. Rome, and thofe who were
departed from it.  Councels of Princes, Conventions of
Divines, Imperial Editts, Scdate Conluleations of Learn.
ed Men, have all been made ufe,of ungo - this End, and
all in.vain.  And it was for a, while. the Judgment of
moft. Wife men, that the Conncil of Trenr had rendred all
Reconciliations, {o much as by a pretence of any Conde-
{cention -on “the part of Rome, utterly impoffible. For it
hath bound it felf and all the World that will own s
Authority, under Sofersn Curfes, not tomakeany change or
Alteration i ¢he prefent -State of the Papal Church
though the Salvation ofall Men living fhould depend thercon,

Yee notwichftanding the fixing of this unpaffable Gulph
between the two Churches or Religions, fome perfons
profelling the Proteftant Religion, cither angry at their
Station and  difappointments in the World “or Ambiti-
ous above their Station in the Proteftant Church, though
of the Highelt Dignity atrainable in it; or our of an
Irch or Curiofity of ventiog their Conciliatory Notions, as
they fiuppofc them, and {o to caritle themitlves unto the
name of Peace-makers | have in the foregoing and prefent
Age revived the fame fruitlels Defign, but hitherto with-
out {uccefs,

Bur it muft be confelled, thatat prefent things are more
prepared for the plving of thig Engine, and \m:ll\'ing; it
Ede€turl unto the Ruine of the Proteftant Religion, than
they were in former Ages; whereof T fhall give {ome
Inftances. :

Suadry Learnod men, who

have made themfelves o
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great Name and Reputation’ thereby, hffwe" in ";tjhe; 14 lﬁ)ﬁqblx:tl;
Wiritings granted a ’Pfitr‘_mrc'lml 'Pr-mmqyb in zﬂe R e ,
the Bifhop of Rome, which is mect to be refto LC;rounds
therewithall they have relinguifhed the true Srounds
of the Reformation : For whereas the regl Cau"cs al (f
Reafons of it were the Idolatry, Herefies and"l“'ymnnyr-.lot
the Chureh of - Rome, which every private C_hrfi"tmn 7m;)ge;_
underttand,and was boundltO, Sg%?ali?sferirx?? 11111‘ utshc;\\ \?V Per,
fon, were there' no other of '
but” himfclt alond’y and had Right {6 to do; tlhey htzltlvct:
refolved it into the Power- of' a ’N.¢‘tz.omz/ Lh.ﬂru mf r:;xn
Patriarchare , wich ‘their Supream 'Civil Rul;a‘l, toNr(:a v;) m
it felf from (ich- things as they efteem abules. o a5
this is 2 matter wherein the Confciences ‘ot t!le_ %OPIC o
private Chriftians, arve ot conecrned ;- fo it ISthUI 'ieaﬂ:
fundry Arbitrary’ prcfimptions: that “have \;&otd 0(} Jeal
Countenance given' unto them from- the or of oo
And as this Endeavour tends dire@ly to divert gle Mind
of Men from the true Caufes and. Reafons olf tdle{' ;é(})l.
mation, whereon all the Maytjrs died ;{fo it eavtsb;rllrum)(z)
upon a Reliet' againft the pretended abules, tollrcChurchcs
the Popeas an Head of Unity and Peace unt](; a Churches
at leaft in thefe Weﬂelm dpa({ts(orf tl{,; \ZZ(q)[rl; 5 f\\t]l]le Pt

at at prelent is pleaded for, by ma "
Ellllzrnlevc}:ekFor the Difpute, they fay, about the Poper
his Powcr and Infallibility, you necd I}Otﬂ'tmufrciny u
felves ; let the Bifbep of Rome 10 his S}li({c'lonqnd Pcacé
Peter be ackno{wlcdgcd'ﬂf an P}*Itca;c:”(?fl Ig(l)t\}«l'ér, | Dpace
unto all Chriftians, with a Periaresal TOWEY, < )
more {hall be requircd_ of you, tl\z}t is altfplqu{tp}rilfolrlghit
Pope will be Pape whileft T is IQ; ('t nlxtCl:s, 1;(;ﬂ‘mm a:
utterly calt ourof the C‘h.urch.1 Pur by ucrl. 01'15 imto»th;
thefe, the way is prcp?rmigifu;\?“ﬁ?ﬁlpo ition
outward Order and Rule of the Chureh. -0 -

As unto the Internal part of Religion, 1n I)u&y;)ﬁiﬁ‘
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Faith, there is no fimall advance towards a-Reconcili-
ation in the fntroduion .of Nowve! Upinions into the
Proreftans Profeffion, For dlthough on their firlt en-
trance among us, they were publickly protefted
againft by the Commons. of Englad s Rarliomept, as
mtroductory of Pogery ; yet. their: prevaleney - fince
hath been {0 great, as that ¢heir Aberttrs are ready
to avow them as the Dottrine of the prefent Church.
Yet are they all of them: oppofite unto the funda-
mental Principles of the Reformation, which were
to exalt the Grace of God, ad debhfc the Pride of
Men; from the contempt' of 'which Principles, alf
the Abominations of the Papasy did arife.  And chis
progref(s towards a Reconciliation is daily tmproved
by the endeavours of fome to leffen all the Doftri-
nal differences between the Papifts and’ Prosjtants,
and to make them appear as. €hings ot worelf the
ftriving or contending-about.

The fame work is carricd on by the labours and
endeavours of many ‘in_their publick Writings, to
divert the making Application of Scripture Prophe-
fies and Predictions of' an Apoftatical ‘Antichriltian
Church-State, unto the Church of Rowe., The per-

liereof (as it is a moft undoubted Truth
whercin the Souls of Men are concerned. ) is the
Principal means of preferving the Body of the Peo-
ple inan averfation unto Poperr. If vou can once
perfivade them, that the Pope is not Antichrilt, that the
Church of Reme is not that Idolatrous Tyraunical State
foretold in the Scripture, many would be very in-
different how you treat with them, or what com-
pofition you fhall make for vour {Clves. Burt it is
hoped, that the broad Light which arifeth from the
Evidence, the Pope and his Church tor many Ages

D2 have
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have given .of themfelyes, {6 . to be, by. their Idofa:

tries, Perfecutions, Murders, LaciferianPride, tramp-.

ling on the Power and Perfons of Kings and all
forts of Perfons, in conjunttion with the Characterifts.
eal Notes of. Times; Places, Rifc, Progrefs, Nature
and Altings of . that, Churclr State. in the Scriprure,
will not eafily be extinguifbed. )

There is no fmall prevalency in the World o‘f an
Arheiftical Principle lately advanced, namely, of Re-
{olving, all refpet unto, the publicl Profeftion of Re-
ligion " into the Wills and Laws of Men in Supream
Power. It is fuppoled herein, that Men may be in
their own Minds of what Religion they pleale, and
be as Religious as they will.  But for the preferva-
tion of Society it is meet, that the Wills of Law-
givers in all’ Nations fhould be the Sole Rule of
the outrward Profeffion of Rcli%ion.' Now although
this dtheiftrcal Opinion be deftrultive of Chriftian
Religion, condemning all the Profeflors of it from
its firft entrance into the World of the higheft Fol-
ly imaginable, yet being fuited to .accommodate all
the Lufts and Interefts of Men profane and ungodly,
it is incredible what a progrefs in a fhort time it
hath made in the World. And thofe who have im-
bibed it are ready for all fuch compofitions in Re-
ligion, as may be fuppofed any way Commodious un-
to their Inclinations and Interefts.

I fhall only mention that which of all other
things is of the vworft abode, namely, the Lofs of the
Power of Religion in all fortsof Perfons. The Pro-
reftant Religion will not any where long maintain
its Station any otherwife, than by an Experience c?t
its. Power and Efficacy on the Souls of Men. Where
this is loft through the power of prevalent E?l?i‘t]:‘
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Habits of the minds of Men, the whole of that Re-
ligion will be parted withall at an cafic Rate. Tor
there is another continually propofed unto them,
with thofe entertainments for Mens Fancics and carnal
Affetions, wich thofe accommodations for their Lults
Living and Dying, with outward Secular advanta-
ges, that this Religion is not capable of, nor accom-
panied withall.

This is that which guided with an Eye to out-
ward Advancement, hath in the laft Agce loft great
numbers of the Nobility of farce and Poland, and
other places, from the Profeffion of the Gofjel, whofe
Anceftors were renowned Champions for the Truth
of it. Tor to what end fhould Mcn entereain a Re-
ligion which they find no inward Spiritnal Advan-
tage by, and arc for the Profeflion of it cxpoled
unto all forts of outward difadvantages ?  And this
fore of Men, will at any time greedily embrace fuch
a Reconciliation with the Church of Rome, as by
the Terms of it may a little fhelter their Reputati-
on,and make 1 pretence of Satistying fome Traditiona
Convittions of the Truth which they had profefled.

Moreover, unlefs it be diligenty watched againft,
wearine(s is apt to grow on many of the Clergy, of
that Spiritual Rule and Condu of the People, which
according to the Principles of the Proseftan Religion,
is committed unto them. For there hath by Ver-
tuc thercof, {0 much Light and Kuowledge been
diffufed among the People, and fuch a valuation of
their Spiritual Liberty thercon, which formerly they
knew nothing of, that there is an excellens Vertae
and Plety, with continual carc and watchfulnefs re-
quired unto the Rule of them ; and yet when the
beft of Men have done their utinoft hercin allo, th(:j,f1

wil
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will meet wich that which fhall exercife their‘W‘if—"}
dom and Patience all their Dayes.  Neither hath

Cluift granted any Rule or Office in his Church on
any other Terms ; nor will the {tare of his Subjeéts,
wlio are all Voluntiers, permit it to be otherwife.
No wonder then if fome do Like thofe Engines of
an calie Rule, namely, Ignorance and blind Devo-
tion in the People, and {0 arc Ready to return unto
them again. TFor it is a monftrous wearifome thing
for Mcn of Heroick Governing Spirits, to be obliged
to give convittion from the Scripture unto fuch Per-
fons as they judge impertinent, of what they do;
much more to order their Converfation with ftrict-
nefS, that no offence be taken at them, This pofture of
things hcn ftem to be weary of, and therefore do daily
Relinquith them, fofar asthey can pretend any confi-
ftency between what they do, andthe Religion which
thev mofes.  Butthe utter (haking off of thofc Bonds
and wlanacles, unworthy of Men of generous Spirits,
muft needs feem more eligible unto them. And if here-
on (uch Terms of Reconciliation be offered, as fhall not
only fecure unto them their prefent Poffetfions and
Dignitics, bue give them alfo a_profpett of farther
advancement, it is to be feared thar many of this
fore will judge it better to embrace things {o defi-
rable, than to dic in a Prifon, orat a Stake.

Befides all thefe, thereis at prefent a coincidence
of Two things, that cxeeedingly encline  the
Minds of many unto an Fesl: fisftical Coslefecncy with
the Chuel of Rome.  And thefe are, Firff, AnIgno-
rance or Forgetfulnefs of what the Papacy was, and
will againbe; and #howa {ence of fome provocations
civen or fuppoled to be given them by the Prozeflans
Religion, or thofe that profefs it~ Alas ! what

harm
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harm hath the Papacy cver done to them ? Trmay
be they can give wmftances wherein they have had
Advantage by it, or by them that belong unto it. But
every thing which they fuppole cvil, and tal in-
convenient unto their prelent inclinations, they bl pect
to proceed from the Principics of the Pror o Re-
ligion, from whence they have alicady recetved many
provocations.

Thefe are fome of the Reafons which make it
evident, that there may beno finall danger unto the
publick Profeffion of the Pros ffut Refigion (ihe
thing enquired after) from the prefent Delign of not:
a few, tomakea Recomciliarion ot the two Religions,
and to bring all Men into a Coalcfeency in Faith,
Worfhip and Rule with the Chnrch of Rome. Now
as there is little Hope to prevail with them who are
under the Power of thefe things and confderati-
ons, or arc influenced by them, by Arguments
Religious and Rational ; fecing they have all of
them their Foundation in fuch corrupr Afcti-
ons, Inclinations and Intercits, asare more duaf than
an Adder unto fuch Charms ; yet for the fake of
others not asyet engaged by fuch Prejudices, T {hall
manifeft in a” few Inftances the folly and Wicked-
nels of Actempting, or complying with any Recon-
ciliation with the Chureh of Rome.

Tor, in the firit place, be it on what Terms it
will, it is a Renunciation of the Pundamental Privei-
ple of the Reformation ; namely, that the Church of
Rome is that Tdolatrons dutichviffiai State which is
foretold in the Scriptuves. Yor it it he fo, the Pes-
{fons that belong unto it may be converted, but che
Srate it felf is to be deftroyed.  And to jovn our
felves unto, or coalefee in that Church Stare onvany

Terms
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Terms wlatever, that the Lord Chrift harh defigned
to deftruction, is both foolifh in it felf, acd will be
ruinous in the iffue uneo our Souls.

For it will bence alfo follow, that we intcreft our
felves in the Guilt of all chat innocen: Blood which
hath been fhed by the Power of chat Churcli: State fora
diffent from it. ~ For this Guilt which is exs unto
that or the Church of the Fews, in murdering  the
Head of the Church, and every way Fonal unto
that of the Pagar World in the Blood fied' in their
Perfecutions, for which it was Temporally and Eter-
nally deltroyed, lies charged on this Cliurch-ftate,
and will reach unto all that fhall choofe an Eccle.
fiaftical Conjunétion thercin, And ler fich Perfons
flatter thewmfelves whillt they pleale, and fight thefe
things, as thof¢ wherein they are not concerned, they
will find them tre to their coft, here or here-
after, .

Neither will Men of any Light or Ingenuity cafi-
ly renounce the whole work of Gods Grace and
Power in the Reformation, and calt the Guilt of all
the Divifions that have been in the World, on the
sart of the Proteffants. For feeing they have all
beent on the account of the Charch-ftare of Rome, in
oppofition whereunto the Martyrs laid down their
Lives, a Coalcitency on any Terms in and  with
that Church-ftate, doth include a condemnation of
all that hath been done or fuflered in oppofition
thereunto,  The preaching of the Golpel hath been
bur a Bancy ; the fufliring of the Martyrs was the
highetToily 5 the Glory given to God on thefe ac-
counts, little lef than Baiphemy, is the Language
of fuch a Coalefiency.,
 Toe Vanivy alto of the Tarme of Reconciliation which

are
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are or may be propofed, is obvious unto all that are nox
wilfully blind. * For the Church of o preferving
its eflentially conftitutive Principles, and iy Being ws
fuch, can make no {uch Coundelcenlions, as thallnot Leep
fate and fecure the wholeMahgnity of their Laith an.!
Worlhip.  When any thing that hath the fhew, or Ap-
pearance of a Concetlion, as {upoole Pricfts Murriaoe,
the Cup nuto the Laity | ard the S.rwice of the Chuveh iz a
known Tongwe is propofed, it is Natural for all Men to
commend and approve of what is o done, becanfe e
is a kind of Relinquithment of things gricvons and Ty-
ranpical. At the firft Propofal fow will judge thefo
things to be fuflicient, bue will encowrage themielves in
an expectation of further Condelcenfions ; and will be
rcady to aflure others that they will enfue; But yer
when they find themfelves defeated herein, they will
take up the Management of the Caufe and contend,
that this is enough at prefent for fober Men, fecing no
more can be attained.” But in Realicy this Reconcilia-
tion will prove a total Dcfeltion from the Proreflant
Religion.  For the Church of Rome neither will, nor
can part with any thing that {lall. change its Anti-
clriftian-State and Idolatrous Worfhip,  The whole of
their pretenfion is but a Decoy to get us into their
Power, where we fhall be made to underftand both
where we are, and where we have been alfo.  And
thofe which fhall be moft inclinable unto fuch a Recon-
ciliation as is defigned, unlefs they alfo become flagiti-
ous Perfecutors of thofc whom they have lefi, as is
the manner of moft dpoffares, will ‘find their former
faules called over to the purpofe, and fuch bafe acknow-
ledgements required of them,  as ingenuous  Perfons
would rather choofe to die than be brought unto. But
although univerfal Expericnce confirms this to be the
certain and undoubted iluc of a rerurn uato their Power,
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from which Men are judged to have broken away un-
jultly, what ever Safvo’s feem to be provided againt it; -
yet “thofe concerned cannot think it {hall be {o with
them, but racher that they {hall be dearly embraced, .
and highly promored, if not for their Retarn, yer for
their being carly and fedulous thercin.  But if they find
this Entertainment with them, who have every thing
which they think good, as Conicience and Religion,
and cvery ‘thing that is really evil, as Pride, Ambition
and Revenge, to oblige them unto the contiary, 1 fhall
not be alone in being deceived.  But this one confide- .
vation is {ufficient to caft out all thoughts f any Re-
conciliation with the Church of - Reme.  Tor: although:
they fhonld never fo carncftly defire i, as that which
would bring Dominios, Profit, Advantage and Reputa-
tion unto them, yet is it not in their Power, continu-
ing what they are, to make any fuch Conceflions as
hall alter their State, oronce touch the Reaforis of the
Protestants departure from them.  And fecing what
they fuppofc they may grant, will not be upona Con-
viction of Truth, that fuch ought to be, ‘as if’ before
they had been in a Miftake, but only to comply witha
prefent Bxigence for their Advantage, it will be recalled
whenever they judge it mect to take it awuy again.
Upon the whole matter, the Reconciliation defigned
on the moft plaufible Terms that have ever yct been
propolfed, is nothing but an Lood-winkt Deleltion to
Rome, accumulated with a charge on the Confticnces of
them who fhall comply therewith, of the Guile ofall the
Miferies and blood of them by whom it will be refufud.

But there are on the other fide certain confiderati. '
ons that may be laid in the Ballance ag nft thele Dan-
gers or the fears of them as untothe Evenr ; And 1 {hall
bricfly mention them alfo. . Yor,

kel
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1.‘The Honour of Chrift himfelf feems to be enma
g}cd for the prf:fcrvatlon of the Light and ‘Truth of :I
Gofpel where it hath been profcﬂ‘c})i. And 1o it is -
doubtedly, unlefs the Sins and Ingratitude of the Gc??j~
rality of them by whom it s profeded, do ret ire tlv-L;
they be deale withall in his {Ceerity. T t‘vul' cafe l'1:1-
Glory and Honowr of Chrift are more cnﬂ.z\:'cd(ro J‘CL
move and take away the Bleffing of it from any Pl'w;
or People, than to put forth his Power for irs}wci(" -
vation and continuance. Now although it m]utk L[1;
;clmc{:}'lc'dgcd,l that the Sins of thele and other P“"/?-v
ant Nations, have been of 4 ol provoking Nature
unto the Eyes of his Glory .m’ -hlph ]?zt)\ o.?\mg Nt
he Eyes 5 yet iwmay be hoped that
they have not exceeded the bounds of his Paticnce and
Forbearance.  And whether it be {o or 1o, th‘c-rv \\'ili 1}1)((
a fpeedy Difcovery,  Yor if on the mzm;r intimations
which he hath given them of his Difpleafure, his many
calls to Repentance mixed with Threatnines, tl': : \\nl\?
now at laft return unto hin from the evil of ,th(:i‘;)\\“l s
and make their Repentance evidene by the Fruits r)cl"\"z’
he will undoubtedly continue his prefinee among ¢ ‘“,
and his care over them. : nong e
But if notwichftanding all that they hear, and fecl
and fear at prefenr, notwithftanding il l‘)i;rix;c \\"LrL ’
ings and I.ndlcal:ions ol his 1)i[j)lcuﬂfrc, thL-y will 'r(L; <l>11
h'p\\'lard‘ly‘ in their own wages, unto the hiel I)iﬂ\(:;nw 1
of himfelf and his Gofpel, "canfing his MName and wa d
t‘O'be Blafphemed among the Idolatrous Nations ‘zl\u)
Event muft be Ieft in the depths of Infinite Wifdom witl
Soveraign Grace and Mcrey. o e
2. Novwithitanding all” that Profancnels and Wicked
nefs of Life wherein Multitudes are immerfed swho out.
\\'urdly profis the Prorefiane Religion, there is a n(;:i"
nant i the Nations where itis profefled, who i nifelt
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the Power of it in their Lives, and glorifie Chrift by their
Protetfion and Obedience unto all his Commands, walk-
ing worthy of the Gofpel in all Holy Converfation, Nor
arc this fort confined to any one Party or Peculiar way
among them, but are found in the whole Body or. Com-
munity of the Proteffan Profcflion.  What Influcnce
thele have on many accounts into the prefervation of the
Light ot the Gofpel in the Places, Times and Nations
whercin their Lot and Portion is caft by Divine Provi-
dence, is not here to be declared 3 the Scripture will give
a fuflicient account of it.

3. There is cvidently at prefent a Spirit of Courage
and Chriftian Magnaniinity come upon many, whofe
other Circumftances render them confiderable in the
World, to do and fufter whatever they fhall Lawfully
be called unto, for the defenceof this Proseftant Religion.
This allo is from God; and if his purpolc were utterly
to ruine that Intereft, it is more fuited unto former Di-
{penfations of his Providence inlike cafes, to fend Weak-
nef$, Faintnef§, Cowardice and Defpondency into the
Hearts of thof¢ concerned, than to give them a Spirit
of Courage and Refolution for their Duty.,  And here-
unto alfo belongs that Revival of Zeal for their Religion
and the Concernments of it, which hath of late been
firred up even in the Body of the People, taking occafion
from the Oppofition made "unro it, and the dangers
whereunto it hath been reduced.  If thefe thingsare from
God, as they feem to be, they will not be fo cafily run
down, as fome Imagine. For whatever means he will
make ufe of, be they in themfelves never [0 weak
and contemptible, they fhall be effeCteal unto the End
whereunto they are defigned.  And therctore there
is no fmall Indication in them, that it is in the Councel
of the Divine Will as yet to preferve the Profefiion of the

Pro-
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though ay - be forely fhaken.
‘4. The ftrange DifCoverics: that have been made of

the Plots and Deligns of the Enemies of this Religion
with the Difappointment of many of them, are allo a
Pledge of the care of God over it.. Wil and confider-
ing Men knew well eriough that they were ar work
with all Diligence, Craft and Induftry, for the accom-
plithment of what they had long deligned, and which
tor fome Ages they had been en

I . gaged in various con--
trivances to bring about,

es 1C ! But what they faw of the Ef
fe&ts of their Counfels, thiey could not remove 5 and allthe

{pecialties of their Defignwere hid from them,
nerality of Men in the mean time, were in the b
curity, fome enjoying themfclves in the Advant
they hold by the Profeffion of Religion, and
gether regardlefs of thefe Things,
things, the Providence of God m
parallel'd Confidence and  precipi
themfelves, by firange and unexpe
their works of Darknefs,
Confideration of its Danger, varioufly difappoints their
Hellith Plots, and puts. the Minds of Multitudes, it may
be Millions, into a pofture of taking care about thofé cort.
cernments of their Religion, which they had affuredly -
been furprized into the Lofs of, had they continued in -
the Sceurity from which their Enemies awakened them.,
And it may be well fuppofed, that nothing but Sin and
the highelt Ingratitude can divere or ftop the progrels -
of thole {treams of Providence, whofc Springs were unde-
ferved Mercy and Bounty. N

Por although the Wifdom, Juftice, and Honourof the
Nation in the Adtings of the King as Suprcam, of both
Houles of Parliament, in the Judges and their Lewal

Adminiftrations, with the Picty . of the Church in the -

Ob.

The ge-.
ghett Se-..
ages which -
others alto-
Butin this Statc of.
aking ufe of the  un-
tation of the Enemics .
&ed means, layes open
awakens the Nation unto the
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Obfervatien of a Day: of Yalting andPrayer;with refpeét.

hereunto, be every Dy expoféd to Scorn and Contemnpt
in the Papers and Pamphlers of unknown Perfons, by
decrying the Plot,. and vilifying theDilcoyeries of it (a
prattice never allowied, severatélefared in any otherawell
ordered Government, as thao' whieh svould: tend to its
Diffolution) yet all fober Men have futlicient Evidence of
the Hand of God in thefe thiags, to make them an Argn-
ment of his Watchful cave: aver the Proteffant Relinion.
And unto all thefe things we may.add, thedfatal Mil

carriages and miterable ends' ot {ucli Apofuses from the true.

Religion, as have not been contented toruine their own
Souls alone, but have beenativeand Infrrumental in their
Capacitics, to draw ors drive others into the fame Per-
dition.  Examples in this kind-might be multiplied;, {uf~
ficient to ftop this forr of Perlons w their.career, if an
open difcovery of the Pis whercinto they will precipitate
themiclves, may have any influence upon them.

Some few things may ‘yet be added .concerning the
outward means ot the-prefervation of the Froceffant Re-
ligion as unto its publick Profeflion, ¢ for thething icfelt
will be preferved 1n defpite of the World) which thofe
concerned therein, may do well to apply themfelves un-
to. And I fhall only name thend at prefent.

And the firflis, fervene-Prayers to Almighty God, that
the Princes and DPotentates of the Earth may bave
Light to diftern thae their Principal Intereft in this
World lyes inis prefervation.  And alibough forme Rea-
fons that may induce them hereunto, may not feem of
force unto them, yet there is one: that is uncontrolla-
ble.  For where the Proreitane Religion is reccived, pub-
lickly profuifed, and eltablifhed by Law, it cannot be
chianged without the’ extream Havock and Ruine of the

areatell
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grcatc(’c;and beft pait of‘t.heir Subjg:&s, i all their Tem-
«poral concerns. <And this. there is no doubt.but that
" they -are obliged Yo far as in them lies to prevent, as
they will give an account unto God of the Truft re.
tpofed in them. For as things are ftated in the World,
.as'the Deligns and Interefts of the Parties ar variance
aré formed; itis a madnefs to fuppole that any Alre.
ration can be made herein, without thele direful Effelts';
and if they fhould be covered ‘for a Scafon, they will
break forth afterwards with more rageand fury. Bur I
refer this unto the Wifdomof them thatare concerned.
It is alfo. mecetlary hereunto, that all thole who' fin-
cerely own this Religion, and make it the Rule-of
their Living unto .God, in Hopes of the Eternal Enjoy-
ment of him in.another World, do depole the confide-
ration of the leffer Differences amongft themiclves, and
-unite in onestommon Defign and Intereft to oppole the
Entrances and Growth of Popery among us.. And it 15
an hard thing to perfivade Rational Men, that they
are in Barneft for .its Oppofition and Exclufion, who are
not willing {o to do.

But that whercon amongflt our filves the Event of
this Couteft doth depend, is the Repentance and lefor-
maticn of all them that profefs this Religion, upon the
Divine calls and warnings which they have received.

For a cloft of this Diftourfe, if we may fuppelt what
we may juftly fear, namely, that the Holy God, tc
punifh ‘the horrible Sins and Ingratitude of the Nations
profeffing the Proseftamt Religion, fhould fufier the Profef-
fion of it by any of theft means orany other that he fhall
think meet to ufe in his Holy permiffion, to be cxtin-
guithed for a Seafon, and remove the Light of the Gofpel
trow thele Nations, we may yer conclude Two things. |

1. Thet




e ——

———r s

f# v A—————— e ———

e LT e -

R e T

RS S

R et i - e e ——— L

i . F \;
' 40) 43
1. That it fhall iffue at laft in the; Advantage of the
AP , el } 2!
Church.  dptichrift fhall not be a-final:Gainer . in . ¢l
conteft. His fuccefs herein will bé" the Forerunner of
his uvtter Deftru&tion.  The healing of his deadly wound
will preferve his Life but for-a little while, . ’Rcﬁgidn ‘hqlf
:be again reftored in a 'morg refined :Profeffion:, +"There -
fhall enfue hereon no uiew Rovelatiois; no 'new Do.
-&trines, no new Scriptures, no new Ordinances of Wor-
fhip ; the Subftanccof the Proteffant DoGrine, Religion
-and Worlhip fhall be preferved, reftored, beaurified in
themiclves, and in their Power, inthem by whom they .
hall be profeffed: The Demonftration whereof, {hall be
given elfewlcre, | .

2. 'In the mean time, tofuffer for it even unto Death
is the moft glorious Caufe wherein we can be engagcd’
and whercin we fhall be undoubtedly vi€orious. It is no
lefs -Glorious in the Sight of God, -no lefs Acceptable
~with him, to futler in giving Teftimony againft the Abo- -
minations of the Apoftate Antichriftian Church-State
than to fuffer for the Golpel it felf in Oppofition to Idoj
latrous Pagarifn. - o SR
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