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SERl\10N XIII. 

P SAL. lxxviii. vcr. 5 6- -59. 

Yet they tempted and provDked the mo}l higb 
God, and kept 110t his tdJimo!1ies: 

But fumed back, and dealt ttrifaithfttl6,1ike their 
fathers: they were !lInted afide like a deceit­
ful bow. 

For they provoked him to anger 'i..litb their high 
places; and moved him to jealoufy with thtjr 

• graven Images. 
If'hen God heard this, he u,'as wrotb; and' 

greatly abhorred fJrael. 
, 

~ HAT influence or effcB: the fore-
going rnanife£tations of divine powcr 

aB:ually had on the minds of the Cahaal11tes, 
i we are not cxprefly told. From certain cir· 

Vot. II. B cumftances 
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2 S E R M q N Xl!I. 
• 

cumftances it fhould feem, that they had in-
deed but very little; if, perhaps, any at all. 
For it is particularly remarked, that" there 
was not Olle dty that made peace with the 
cl~ildreQ of Iii-aeI, fave the Hiv.ites the inha-, 

bitants of Gibeon: all the refi: they took in 
battle. For it \vas of the Lord," fays the 
text, "to harden their hearts, that they 
fuould come againft Ifrnel in battle, that he 
might deft roy 'them utterly h:" that ,is, in 
Qther words ' ',as they \vere a vile and obfti­
nately wicked race, that' would not accept 
of the tGrll1s pn?pofed, God therefore judi­
cially permitted their obft.~acy to operate 
and run its courfe; to imbolden and urge 
them forwards, po[\vith'fi:anding the miracll­
lous warniqgs they had received, " to fight his 
people" to their own deftruCl:ion. 

But how fman fo ever the effeCt might be1 

which thefe mighty wonders produceq Oil 

the Canaanites; yet certaill it is, that they 
wrought mon psnverfully on the chifdr~n of 

. Ifrael: and, as -appears from their conduCt 
• 

, .. . 

'. 

, , , , , 
• 



S E R M 0 N XII. 
• 

• 

on the fuppo[cd defeCl:ion of fame of their 
brethren, changed that propenfity, which 
they had former! y {hewn towards idolatry, 
into an utter dread and detefiatioil of it i. 

Happy would it have been, had they al­
ways eonti11ued in this difpofition i which 
the law and its fal1Cl:ions had a peculiar ten­
dency to cultivate and maintain. But their 
zeal gradually abated; and expired at length 
(at about twe11ty years from the death of 
Jofuua) in a fuameful, and almofl: univerfal 

apo{l:afy k, The {ouree of their apoftafy was 
derived from hence that they not only 
fpared the idolatrous nations, whom they 
were commanded to deftroy; but; cOllverfing 
with! and mingling among them, ferved 
" their idols, and learned their works I," 

The firft palpable defeCl:ion broke out, it 
feellis, in the tribe of Ephraim, and the 
houfe of Micah m; who ereCl:ed for his own 

i Jofh. xxii. Il---31. 
k Judg. ii. 10-13. 

I Pfit!. c,-i. 34-36• 
mJd .. tt g. xm. 1-13' 

B ~ 
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4 S E R MaN XIII. 
lIfe a kind of oratory or tabernacle; placed 
ill it two images and teraphim; and, having 
made an ephod and other habiliments, con­
fecrated one of his [ons (till he procured a 
Levite) to officiate as prieft in this heteroge-

• 

lleous [ervice. I call it heterogeneous, becau[e 
it evidently confified of the wodhip of God 
and the worihip of idols, united and blended 
together". . 

In a thort time after! this fpecies of ido­
latry was fully adopted, as the whole furni­
ture of the oratory was carried off, by the 
northern branch of the tribe of Dan. For 
"they took away the graven image, .llld 
the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten 
image,. which Micah had made, and ret 

them up in their own city; where the Le­
vite and his [ons were priefl:s, until the day 
of the captivity of the Land 0 j" or, as it is 
commonly underftood, and Illight originally 

• • 

have been written, " till the day of the cap" 
• 

n Vide SElDEN. De Diis Syris. Syntag. 1. _ap. 2. 

• J ud~. xviii. I.j.-3Gl. 
• 

-
• • 

tlYlty 



S E R M 0 N XIII. 5 

tivity of the Ark p ." till the time that God, 
as the PGllmifl: fpeaks, "[orrook," in his 
anger, "the tabernacle of Shiloh; and de­
livered his fl:rength," his ark, "into capti. 
vity; his glory into the ellemy'~ hand q." 

Nor were the other tribes lef~ faulty in 
this refpeCl:, than thofe we have already 
mentioned. For" they alio forfook the 
Lord God of their fathers, who had brought 
them out of the land of Egypt, and followed 
other gods; the gods of the ptople that were 
round about them. They ferved Baalim 
and Ailitaroth r;" that is, the heavenly hoJl; 
and particularly the fun and moon; whom 
they publicly adored with all the formalities 
of heathenilh rites. 

This bafe, idolatrous worfbip naturally 
corrupted their moral principles; and led 

P An nncient Tl"antcribcr !night cafiIy miflake l''i~il (or 

'<'i~il, and fo produce the prerent Reading; which yet agrees 
neither with the following Yerre, yiz.. yer. 3 I-nor with tl1e trut!, 
ti hillory. Stll' the Conuncntators. 

~ PC !x:X\"iii. 60, 61. 

t Judg. ii. 1Z, 13. 

them. 



6 S E R M 0 N XIII . 
• 

thein on, efpecially as there was then no -
power to controu! them 1, into all the in., 
duIgences of luft and fenfuality; into the 

, 

foul commiffiol1 of the moft flagitious crimes, 
Of this we meet with a deplorable inftance 

in the hifiory of the tribe of Benjamin ; who, 
dwellillg with the Jebufites, and adopting 
their Inanners, degenerated fo far, and to fo 
vile a degree, as nearly to approach the cha­
raaer of Sddom t. For they not only ruihed, 
·prompted by the rage of brutal pallion, into 
the honid crimes of adultery and murder; 
but afterwards, in their cooler hours, and 
even tllider the weight of a fober reman., 
firance, had the affurance and effrontery to 
avow their deeds, and to frand up in defence 

• 

Of their abominations ". 'Such wiekcdnefs, 
. r' , I 

it is· true, theothcr tribes were as forward 
~o puniih, as this was refolute to defend. 
But the whole was apparently from the 
Lord; that b~ might avenge himfelf of 
their evil doings. . For finee both ·parties 

'Jd "6'" . 11 g~ XVll •• X :111. I. XXI. zs~ 
• 

, Ibid. xix. 22~24. 

• ILid. X~. P-1i' 

haJ, 
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7 
had, in their fciveral degrees, repeatedly 
trallfgreHed the covenant of the Lord, and 
therdiy:incurred his refentment; he there­
fore wifely andjudiciaUy ordai.ned, that they 
lhou:!.d, now become mutual fcourges to each 
other. . And as their fins and tra~lfgreffions 

were chiefly owing to their mixiilg and con­
verGng with' the .heatliell riai:ions; [0 is it 
worthy Ollr particular notice, that the tribe 
of Judah, which firfi exhibited a bad example 
in this way", was expreffiy commande.d " to 
go up firft," and begin the attack upou 
Gibeah: in which attack it. [eems to have . 
funained, as it jl1!Hy deferved, a greater 10fs 
than 'any other Y. " 

x J miah was the firft, who, doubting. t~e promife," of God, 
• , I 

failed in h.is duty of expelling the Can'aillitcs: For when" die 
Lord was \~ith jtutah,' anti he 'had drh'en-~~;: the inhabitants <if 
the mountain, yet be prDceeJ~d nul (fa the text lho\lld be rendere4) 
to drive out the inhabitants of the valley, bec311fe they ha.1 
cbario!s '!firo"." Judg. i. 19' Et /ie, (lUO~ peccaru'nt, 110n po­
tucrunt eiqx:lIere, &c. fays the·Ta'rguin:lldotum; • Eut Barak, 
rdying on tile divine affii1ance, afienvards o\~rthi'e!v' die hoft of 
Jabin, though it was fupported by-no Ids than, nine blll1dl'fd cha-
riois of irol/. Judg.I~. 13-:-16. . 

. Y Judg. ::>:c. 18~2t. ,: '. , 

B 4 But 
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But this chafiifement, however revere .• 
for it nearly extirpated one tribe, and greatly 
weakened all the refi, . wa, yet infuffi~_iellt to 
reduce the Ifraelites to a [eu[e of their duty, 
and of the allegiance they had vowed to God. 
For ,~ they ceafed not from their evil doings, 
and from their fiubborn way z;" but obfii­
l1ately perfifted both in their idolatrous and 
vicious praakes, as if nothing had been . 
done to \'eclaim them. Nay, they proceeded' 
-fo far; as.11ot only to make a league with the 
Canaanites; but, in open defiance of the 
Jaw, to make likewifc intermarriages with 
them! the confequence 9f which was, as it 
had been long foretold, that.they were .drawn 
away. not l11~rely to w?dhip other gods in 
~opjlln~ioil with their O}VIl; but' even to~ 
-"" . . . 

:tally to t1?gl~O;, totally to " forgetthe Lord 
their God, :\vho' had done {rich great things 

. for them:" , ' . , ' , 
, ),J • 

, HI3JeupOfl,Jhen." the auger of the Lor.;! 
'was' kindfedagainfr his peopJe:; iilfomuch 

, " 

'tIlat he abhorred his OWL) inheritance. He 
save tll~rn pyer into the hall~.sof ~he' heilt~hen, 

• Judg. ii. 19 • 
• -
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who grievoufly oppreffed them, and had 
them in fubjeEtion /' Yet neverthelefs, 
[uch was his goodnefs and loving kincinefs, 
that, whenever they repented, and returned 
to their duty, " he regarded their affliction b," 
and raifed up judges to be their deliverers. 
But, on the other haud, {uch was tlWir foUy 
and amazing perver[~llefs, that the Judge, 
i.vho had delivered them, was no fooller dead, 
than they revolted, and Japfed again: and 
again experienced the fame calamities c. So 
that, the whole of this period was, in ,fact, 

-
nothing eIfe, but an alten~ate fucceffipll of 
filming -and . repe!lt~nce .Oll the part of the 
peopl~" apd of favour and' fev~rity on the 
part of God. But ': thefe differe,nc:es of ad~ 
minifrration," fo wifely adjufred to their 
ch:J.raCl:er and conduCt, will evidentlY ap­
pear, 011 due reflection, t9 be equally ftlbfer­
vient to the purpofes of the mairulefign- . 
to the fupprefilon of idolatry, and the ad-
vancement of true religion. -

, P('~l. cvi. 39'·'4 t 
b lb. vcr. 43. 

F }ljdg! ii! 16-:9. 

-

Wh~t 



XIlL 
'What it really \V~:;, that occalloned fucll 

ocfeuionsal11Olig the Iii-aclites; that prompted 
them f0 frequently to forLlkc their God, and 

. 

nm into the idohtrous cufiol11s of the na-
tions, it is 110 cafv matter to determine. But -
• .vhcther yeiu {tlppok, that tbey thought the 
{ervice of the true God a firange, rigid, and 
·burdeilibme infiituticiil; and wcre therefore 

• 

unwillillg to bear it" : Or, that the temp~ 
tations of the heathen \yodhip (its pomp, 
fj)lel'l'dor; and amufcthent, fa agreeable to the 
corrupt inclihations of nature) operated upon 
them 1.'lith [llCh endl<l!1tillg torce, as they 
were not able to rCiift c: .. Or, that the lang-

, 

conl1rtncd prejudice in faVOl1r'of local deitics. 
and their fuperihtious reVerellCe for the guar­
'diati gods of great and profpel'Ous nations, 
ltd the'in to cl1'l'bn1ce and adopt their rites, in 
vain expeCtation of being made hJppy by 

. them f :. ·\'vhich ever of thefe you fix upon 

d See Hp. PAT!l.lCr:\ COil!n~cr.t 011 J~ld;r. ii. I~, 
. " 

e Sec PYl.c\ I\:..!: to P.t;:!phr. O~ tIl-:: Old TC11anKili~ 
\'01. i ','. 

( Sec Ep i~T! ... 3'1l-' 'T'o"'-' _ i:.· T per '-01 : .• Jl '0'-" S .. • • 1 d.o" U~. ~ .1 _ .l.-,_ •• -'-'_~. U .,. '"' l\. " ,J .. ~ 

p. IS7, :ie. 

.. 
) 
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.I1S the chief fource of their idolatries;' you 
will find, in the prefent difpeniation of Pro­
vidence, a powerful correCtive applied t() 
each. For, 

If the grandeur and profperity of the Af.. 
fyrian empire allured them to adopt the'Af ... 
{yriandeities, in hopes 'of being advanced·, 
by their benevolence and favour, to the !ike 

• • 

degree of eminence and power; what me:. 
thad can you conceive inore proper to con­
villce them, that fuch deities <::outd neither 
befriend nor fupport them, than this which 
Providence 110w employed? than his deii .. 
"ering them up illto the hatid 6f'Cuihan, 

• 

king of Aifyria; who ehflaved and oppreifed 
them for eight years together g? In· the 

• 

cour{e of which time they muil: heeds per-
• 

ceive, that the gods they had chofen, were 
fo far from affording them relief or profit, that 
they were really the caufe of their thraldom 
and difrrefs. . , 

If their fuperfiitious 'veneration for local 
de~ties led them to worihip the gods of Ca~ 

• 

( Judg. iii . .g, 

naan, 

• 

• 
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naan, for fear of fame vengeance, which 
thefe gods,_ if negleCted, might infliCt" upon 
them h ;~oo/ dearly did the Almighty, by 
fecuring them, when obedient, from all ca­
lamities'; and by affiiaing them, when they 
deviated. into· fuch ftrange fervices, with -
every kind of evil; how clearly, I f.1Y, did 
he evince the futility of this notion? How 
.manifefily did he, {hew them by thefe pro-

• 

ceedings, that there was nothing which they 
.ought: in: _ realon to dread, fo much as the 
\'engltance pf him alone, who had declared 
l1imfelf: tQ: be " a jealous God ?" , A God 
that would never futter his honour to be . ~.. . 

transferr,e~,~vitb impunity, to another: A 

God, tha~ could, apd dj~ ftir up the '~ery 
.worfhipers of thefc local deities, whom his 

• 

people had foolifhly adopted, to avenge the 
affronts, which they had repeatedly offered, 
.by their. l?afedefeCtions, to his divine rna .. 
jefty. 
. If the [plendor and imgnificence of the 
heathen woriliip, or thc fenfual rites with 

~ Judg. vi. 10. 2 King, ~vjj, 35, 38. 

• • which 



S E R M 0 N XIII. 13 
,,·11ich it was ce1ebl:ated, allured the Ifraelites 
.to a jjnful compliance; how fellfible of their 
errour mufi they needs become, whenever 
they found, as they always did, that they 
were debafed thereby in their nature as men; 
and depreficd in their condition as members 
of the communitv? 

• 

And lamy, if they deemed their ritual, 
and the infl:itution they were under, a hard, 
rigid and burdeofome fervice; how power­
fully mufl: the puniihments, that attended 
their ~pofl:a(y, ferve to correer and reform 

, 

fueh opinions? For furel y they could not 
• 

but acknowledge, that it was far better, far 
eafier, and more comfortable, to wodhip the 
Lord in hOllOur, affluence, and profperity ; 
than to !erve and adore other gods, in op­
preilion, afflierion, anguifh, and di (tre[s :.­
AffliCl.ions that were always the more fevere, 
as their revolts were more frequent, pre­
{umptuous, and provoking. 

Now, as thefe infliCtions tended to reerify 
their wrong principles, and to call them off 
from their idolatrous praCtices; fo did that 

. 4:XUbCr,lllce of mercy, which God exempli-
.' fi~ 
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ned in his readinefs to relieve their mifeties, 
ldn9ly invite, and warmly encourage them 
to ~men~ their lives, and again embrace his 
wo~{hip . ap4 fervice. For" when he faw 
their adverfity," and found them difpofed 
to retu.~n to their ~uty,." he heard their 
complaint," and redrefied their grievan~es. 
No fooner did they feek the Lord, but they 
experienced his kindnefs in a fpeedy deliver­
ance. . And i\l every deliverance he wifely 
cOJ;ltrived, that they ihould clearly fee the 

• 

power of his arm; and be convinced to 
whqm they owed their fuccefs. He left 
t\leln indeed, in mofr cafes, fo little to do 
fQr thenlfelv€s, that they could never attri­
bute the glory of the aCt to their own 
prowefs; but were always obliged to "afcribe 

. to his name the praife" and the honour of 
what had been done. 

• •• 

Tlws, when they aifembled in a bqdy <?f 
. -

above thirty thouJand, and purpofed to attack 
tl1e !\iidianites; God, who had.. determined 
to graqt them fucce(q, yet refufed to em.pJoy 

. fp lqrge a force, for fear of diminiiliing his 
QWn gl9ry. He therefore reduced them to 

three 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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three hUtJd,:ul.men, to whom. hevouchfafed 

. a complete viCtory i ~ and vouchfafed it' iu 
fueh a manner, as " made his poweuknown 
among the l~eathen, and his wonders .among 
all people k.". .. 

So likewife, when he commanded Barak 
with ten thouf.lnd men to fall onJthe con-

• 

federate forces of Jabin I; though ll'illch 
might be owing to the' valour of the 
Ifraelites, who chafed and flew them with a 
great flaughter; yet, God took care to make 
it appear, that they were indebted 'for the 
viCtory to his affiil:ance. He vifibly efpoufed 
their caufe; and made the gentile gods the 
inUruments of his vengeance on thefe gentile 

.-

idolaters. For "the il:ars" and elements . \ . . 
" fought againft Siferah m, "the tClllpell: 
and hailn:ones beat down part of h~s hoft ; 

\ 

i Judg. yji. 2-j. 

k Pf31. lCcvi. 3. 
I Judg. iv. 14, &c. 
'" Judg. v. 20, H. JOSEPH. An: •. Jud, lib, y. c. v, § 4 • 

• 

and 

• 



16 S E R M 0 N XUI. 
and the fweUings of Killion fwept away 
numbers of the fugitives n, . 

Such. marvellous interpofitions, fo criti .. 
callY'exerted in favour of the Ifraelites, and 
fo accurately adapted to the exigences. of 
their conaition, did not only [erve " to make 
knowti 'unto the fons of men the glorious 
majefiy of the Lord, and the greatnefs of 
his excellency;" but alfo to engage all the 
wife and confiderate among them, " to look 

. up to, and place their confidence in, him'; 
alone :as being well afiured, that " there 
was no qther god, that could uphold and 
deliver after this fort • ," . 

'. n The like interpofition of divine power, and dirplayed for the , , 
.' £1me end, \vas afterwards vifible in that marvellous vi.:rary, 
. which JONATHAN obtained over the Philiftines at Michmafh, 
. 1 Sam. xiv. 6-23. As aIro in that wonderful difcomfiturc of 

the united forces of Moab and Ammon, which bafdy invaded 
the land of Judah, in the days of Jeholhaph3t. 2 Chron. xx. 
1-·-24, To this head may be referred Iikewife the mitaeulous , 
influx of water into the valley in the wildernefs of Edam, for' 
the fupport ami refrelhment of the confederate armies that were 
goingagainfrMoab, &e. 2 kings 11.16-20. . 

o Dan. iii. 29. 

• \Vith 

• 

I 

I 
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With refpeCl: to the miracles; wrought at 
the requeft df particular judges, to affure 
them of fuccefs, or to encourage them in 
their underttkings; and which therefore may 
be looked upon as fo many epifodes, or di­
greffions from the general difpenfation; the 
propriety of thefe lUufi be explained by, as 

• 

it depends UpOll; the genius, temper, and utua-
tion of-the perf 0115, for whore fake they were 
1'0 performed. And if we view them through 
thi$ medium, they will appear to be wifely 

• • 

and perfeCtly adapted to fatisfy the doubts of 
thofe defponding commanders, and to an­
fiver the ends for which they were exerted. 

If the diftrefied Gideon, for example. 
thought, that" the Lord had forfaken his 
people;" and, becaufe they were fuffered to 
be fa grievoufly oppreffed, doubted almoft 
the truth of the miracles, that y.rer(l faid to 
have been formerly wrought in their favour P; 
what Curer fign could he wi{h to be {hewn, 
in proof that God was frill among them, 
than that of his bringing "fire from the 

P Judg. vi. 12, '3, 

VOL. II. C rock 1'" 



IS S E R M 0 N XIII. 
rock q?" And fince he now Caw, that miracles 
were not ceaCed; how fully mult he be con­
vinced, that the Lord could as eafily de­
firoy the Midianites, as he had then COll­

fum€d the materials of his facrifice? And' 
lafil y. what frronger afiurance could he pof-

• 
fiblv obtain, that God ,vouId be with him, 

J 

and profper the enterprize he was going 
upon, than this gracious token of his acct;p­
tance of him r? 

And if Gideon's afiociates (who were, 
probably, molt of them iliepherds; and 
joined him, perhaps, at the time of (hear­
ing) wanted to be confirmed in the truth 
of his commifiion; how gracipufly did the 

, 

'Lord, by rendering "the fltcce 'wet or 

~ JlIdg, vi. 21. 

J The 11lnlt ancient <111,1 eridellt token of God;s ac.ceptance, 

was his confuming the i:lcrifice by fire. Helice; whele we 
read, Gtn. j,', 4. that "God had njj.·t!ul1to Abel's otlering;" 
TUEOUQTION fays, i~'7r{.PI7H, "hefir,'dit." See Gen. :xv. Ii­

L,!.\'. ix. 2+. I King' x,'iii. 38. I ehron. xxi. 26. 2 ehron • .. 
VlI. I. Ste ;1.1fo Sen-ius in ,-til. xii. rer. 200. 

, , 

dry," 
, " 
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dry s," condefcend to indulge their requefl:? 
And how fuitably was the proof adapted 
both to their capacities, and their profef­
non? 

Hence then it appears, that thde mani­
fold .exertions of divine power; whether 
difplayed in [upport of particular judges, 
who were all, by the bye, ftrenuous re­
formers; or manifefted for the deliverance 
of the people in general, when duly fenable 
of the heinoufnefs of their apoO:afy, and pe­
nitently difpofed to return to their God: 
henc;e, I fay j it ·appears; that all thefe 
wonders, on whatever DecaGon at firfl: 
wrought, yet ultimately cOllfpired, and with 
no finall efficacy, to proniote that great and 
gracious end, which was the conftant aim 
of divine government: I mean, tile pre­
fervation and improvement of the true 
religion, in oppofition to the reigning ido­
latry. 

, Judg. vi. 3i-40. That this miracle was chidly intenJel 
for the fupport of his dO~lbtful and timid people, is plain (rom 
the next (hapter, ver. 3. 

C 1. But 
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20. S E R M-O N XIII. 
. But there is another event frill to be can­

fidered; which, as it dofes this part of the 
divine difpenfation, places likewife the ill~ 
tention of it in a clearer and more obvious 
light. In the days of Eli, the people of 
Urael, by the remiifnefs of difcipline, and 
the bad· examples that, were fet before 
them, became exceffively profligate and im­
pious. This exce1s of. wickednefS . pro­
voked the Almighty to deliver them up 
into the hands of the Philitlines; who, ill 
a pitched battle, not only overthrew them 
with a great {laughter; but, to complete 
their misfortune, took from them the ark of 
God t. 

Now; this event, if not counterbalanced, 
muO: inevitably prove an ullfpeakable detri. 
ment to the cau[e of religion. For' the i 

'lfraelites, we may prefume, would conti­
nually have deviated more and more from 

• 

the pure wodhip and iervice of God, when 
they faw he was departed from them. And 
the Philifrines; however- they might dread 

t S -I am. IV. 10, 'I. 

• • • • • him • 

• 
, 

, 

i 
• 
• , 
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him before u, yet, viewing him now in the 
contemptible light of a vanquiilied captive 
to their own deity, mufi lore all farther ve­
neration for him. In this critical fituation 
of things, when the Jewith reconorny feerns 
to have been brought to a full frand; may 
we not reafonably expeCt, that God would 
intcrpofe in fame extraordinary manner, as 
well to vindicate his own authority, as to 
refiore the ark to his defpairing people? It is 
furely natural to expeCt it: nor are we. left 
to expeCt in vain. For, when the Philifiines 

u We read 1 Sam. iv. 7, 8. ".l~nd the Phihfiinc; were 
, 

nfraid; lor they [;Iid, God i. come inti) the camp. And they 
faid, Wo nnto us: who fuall deli\'er us fj'om the h311d of this 
mighty God? This is the God thaI fmQte tbe Egypli .. n ... with 
all the' plagues in the wildemcfs." Such is the reading of our 
prefcllt Hebrew wpies:, but furely tbis reading cannot lie true. 
Jo'or the Egyptian~ ne.er reached "'he wildemeii:" and there­
fore could 1101 be fmitten with plagues" tlm't. The taCt is. that 
the Hebrew tranfcribers ha'-e been guilty of a griel'ou5 omiffion; 
\vhicb is in part fupplied by the Arabic verlioll, but more fully 
thus by the Chaldee parophrJf~i percuffit lEgyptios in 
Ilmni percullione, tt !OPII~ flia fin, mir .. 5ilia in deferro. Hcnce 
it is to be hope\l, thm fome Heb. :M:>. will bi: £Ount! at laft to ex-

, . -

bibit the following fupplement n1N'7£l.l n!W '03:" 
~l:1'O:1. 

llad 
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had carried the ark to Albdod; and had 
placed it, as a fignal monument of his 
viCtory, by the image of their god Dagon; 
behold, the next morning, they found their 
god, fallen from his pedefial, and lying 
profirate before the ark-J:. An evident token 
of his inferiority and fubjeClion! But evi­
dent as it was, his deluded votaries were 
yet blind to it. The following day brought 
them, however, fuJler evidence. For when 
they faw him again in the f<j.tne pofiure 
of humiliation, di.fmembered of his head 
and hands Y, they co\lld no longer doubt, 
that his fall was owing to the prevalence 
of that God, that pretided over the ark; and 
WhOJf1 Dagon had neither the policy to 
evitde, nor the power to withftand. 

, 

When the Lord had thus vanquifhed 
him, if I may fo fpeak, in his perJon; he 
then proceeded to triuIrJph over him like-

, 

wife in his kilfgdolll. Dagon W'lS the god 

• 1 Sam. v. 2, 3. 
r 2 tiam. v. 4' 

• • • • 

, of 

-

, , , , 
, 
, , 
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of hufuandry'; and iilppofed to prefide 
over the f,roits of the earth: therefore the 
Almig:hty, to expo!e his weaknefs, caufed 

a prodigious number of mice to fpring up, 
and ravage the fields; which, feehle crea­
tures as they were, yet, maugre all his 
divinity, devoured entirely the produce 
of the ground . fparing neither corn nor 

plants '. 
Seeing thefe alarming wonders, the Phi­

liftines, perhaps, might think it now par­
ticularly advifable to detain the ark, as a .. ', 

means of engaging this fuperior deity. But 
God foon convinced them, that he chofe 
not to l'efide among them. For he finote 
them with fore and heavy plagues b till th~ 

ark was difmiffed; and iliewed the con­
cern he had for its return, by refiraiuing 
the rage, and directing the fieps of thofe 

% A"yw. ~I ir. l:~~., i. e. frumenti pralres. PUJI.. Byb. npud 
EUSEB. Pr:rp. E\,ang.lib. I. c. x. p. 36. 

• I Sam. vi. S. JOSEPH. Ant. Juil.lib. vi. c.i. § I. 

o I Sam. v. 6-12. Pfrtl. !xl!:viii. 66. See alla HUODOTo 

Cli<!. c. 105-

c ~-
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• • 

• 

unruly kipethat wen: yq~ed to ~he etitr 
• nage c.. . 

The Philifiines, Qeiog eafed. on, the de-
• 

parture of the- ark, were thQt:magh~y fenfible 
of the hand that chafrifed them:, nor coold '. .... . 

they well forget in a fhort t~ijle the l,lighty 
PQwer and en~rgy of it. B~t when they. 
di~ forget, and made allQther afiault upqn 
the Ifraelites; ·they felt it again in a dread-' 

• 

ful frorm. pf ·th~llder· a,ll~ lighfe,ning, at-
tended with ftr~ng; concuflions qf thl; earth, 
wpich pot pnly dif~ayed, . but:. totally pver~ 
threw them ~. 

• • , 

Nor was this mir.'lcle better. fuited to - ., . .' , 

remind ~he Philifiines of the fupr~lUacy Qf 
J ehov~h; than it was to confirm ~he '!ery 
fame truth to his OWll -p~ople; whp \Ver~ 

bu~ jult red~imed from. the idolatrou,s wor­
ihip of the hoft of heaven. Reclaimed how-
, . ;." . \ . . . . 

• • • 

eyer they were; and, after all theil' flu~-

tuations, bro!Jght a~ lellgth. und~r the wife 
and vigorous adminifiratioll of Samlle1, tQ . . . . ~ 

c S . I am. VI. I 0- IS'. 
~ I SaiJ!. vii. 10. ]OSf.l'H. Ant. Jud.lib. ,vi. c. ii,' § t. 

; . , .. 

a fettled 
• .. 
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fi fettled courfe of piety and virtue. An 
effefr, which, at the fame time that it 
{hews th~ intention of this braBch of di­
vine government; demonfirates likewife the 
fuitablenefsand propriety of thofe won .. 
prous manifefia~ions, by which it was [up. 
ported and carried 011. And hence we dif­
~over on the whole, as well the patienco 
and long-fuffering, as the wifdom and 
power of God. To whom, for thefe, and 
for all other infiances of his marvellou& 

. kindnefs, be afcrib~d, as is moft due, ~l 
honour and glory, aqQr~~ion and praife, both 
DOW, and for evermore. Amm. 
I ~. • i - " 

• 

, 

S E R .. 

• 
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P SAL. lxxviii. 70. 72 • 
• 

lIe choje David his jer-vant, and took him 
)rom the jheepfolds : 

From following the ews great with young, he 
hrougbt bim to feed Jacob bis people, and 
IJrael his inheritance. 

So he fed them according to thl; integrity of 
his heart; and guided them by the jki!fulnefs 
of his hands. . . 

HE Ifraelites, under the vigorous ad­
minifhation of Samuel, were brought 

at length, as we have already feen, to a to­

lerable notion of the pre· eminence and fo-
• verelgnty 



, 

, , 

, , 

, 
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vereignty of the true God; to a tolerable 
fenfe of their obligations to him; and in 
confequence thereof, to a tolerable regula­
rity of life and manners. This condua 011 

their part, maintained by the prophet's clofe 
spplic;ation, difpofed the--AJmig~ty robe fa-
'v~ur~ble unto them; a~d 'to bJefs and prof­
Fer them for a long feafon. 

\Vhen Samuel was afterwards advanced 
in years, and grown unequal to the burden 
of his office; he ~ommitted the government 
of the Iftaelites to his fons., But thefe fons 
'Of his, . elated w'ith':ptiwer, a~d die '1[;a'eIit~s 

. , 

ill general, debauched :by profperity, unhap-
'pi}y forgdt 'themfelves;, and fell into bafe 
'atid \\'Yi~ke.d', pra8:ices. ': His fOlis became vain, 

, ' 

lJDjUft, and luxurious c'; and the people, un-
"godly, refratiory', and- ambitious .. In the ar­
'~~ur~f tpeir ambition; 'eager of 'fhining in 
,princely grandeur, and of lharing the diftin­
guilhed offices of fiate; the heads of the 
~tfibe~: b~ihg -umbrage at the ul1\varrafltabl~ 
:~oriahnof hi's fl?i1s~' tUn1ultuoufiy ~ccofied 
'th~:'vehefabte 'prophet, , andarrogailtly de~ 
/",'1-"'" ~ ',' 

• "< •• , .I>~' • • .• 1.., ....... .' .' •. 

" C J SaIlT. viii. 3' JOSHil. Ant. )uct.I.,i:t. iii. § 2. 

". '_' I: 'I' l1'landed 
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. 

manded a king. The theocracy no longer 
fuited their humour. They wanted a go-

• 

vernment of another form. And nothing 
• 

would now content them, but a regal one. 
" A King mufr be fet over them, to rule and 
judge them, like all other nations f." . 

This infolent demand, founded in reality 
• on pride and ambition, and not on any can"; 

cern for the frate, was no lefs difpleaGng and 
offenfive to God, than it was to his upright 
and zealous prophet~. And to both on the 
tame account: becaufe the efrabliiliment of 

• 

a king after the manner of the nations, was 
the readieH way to lead them again into the 
cufroms of the nations; which would have 
deeply affed:ed the growth and welfare of 
the true religion. 

But info lent as it was, God, however, com .. 
plied with their demand h; and, refervillg 
itill the chief Jdired:ion in his own hands, 
appointed them a king; who fhould rule 
and govern them as his deputy. And. here 

f t Sam. "iii. S, 20. 

, lb. ver. 6, 7. 

h lb. ver. 9. zz. 

• 

• agam, 
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again, as the prefervation of the reconomy; 
the great point in view, manifeftly required, 
that both king and people ihould clofeIy ad­
here to their religion and law; and faith­
fully obey the commandments of God; fo 
he ftriaIy enjoined them, in a fpecial charge, 
to " attend diligently to thefe things i:" and 
then ihewed them by a miraculous fiorm of 
" thunder and rain at the time of wheat 
harvefi k," that, whenever they offended, 
God had fiill a right to chaftife them; and 
would accordingly do it, as often as their 
tranfgreffions called for it. "If ye do 
wickedly, ye ihall certainly be confumed, 
both ye and your king I." A plain intimation 
that they were to look upon their king in 
the light only of-God's deputy and as one 
who was therefore bound, if he meant to 
preferve his dominion and power, to con­
duB: himfelf with caution and prudence, and 
aB: conformably to the divine laws. 

i 181m. xii. 6··· 1 S. 
It lb. ver. 17. 
1 lb. ver. 25. 

In 
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In the appointment of their firfr king, 
God feems to have regarded the notion they 
entertained of royal majefiy; and to have 
made choice of him accordingly, after the 
Eafiern mode, becaufe of the fiatelinefs of . ". 
his form and appearance. For the Scripture 
acquaints us, that" when Saul frood among 
the people, he was higher than any of them 
from the ihoulders and upwards m;" that is, 

, 

he w a svery tall, and of a majefiic ftature : 
the endowment that we find principally ce­
lebrated in all the accounts of Eafiern mo­
narchs n. 

But whatever external accompliiliment! 
he poffefied, his turn of mind was but ill 

, adapted to the great purpofes for which he 
was raifed. He was fo deeply prejudiced 
in favour of the policies of the neighbour­
ing nations, that he became impioufly cold 
and negligent in the fupport and advance­
ment of the law of God. This is apparent 
from feveral infiances: from his hafty COll-

m I Sam. x. 23 

• See HERODOT. lib. vi. c. 20, 7j. Alex. ab Ale.'t.lib. iv; 
~ xxiii. and the Commentatc'rs en the pla.:e laft quoted. . 

• 

• tempt 

• 
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tempt of the .pr:op'het·s inJunClion, and his 
prophane ufuq,ation of the prieW s office 0 ; 

from his f.itre· compaffion to thofe linners, 
the' Am:ilekites, whom God had commanded 

- - . 
him to deftroy P;, from his barbarous fiaugh-

, 

tee of Abimelech's family, and all the inha-
bitants of Nob q, and from his burning that 
facred facerdotal city with fire; as if he 
meant to diffolve at Olle ftroke the whole 
fyftem of eftabliihed worfhip; "and render 
the tabernacle," as Jofephus obferves, "def. 
titute' both of priefts and prophets r." In~ 

ftanc~s thefe, \Vhi~h clearly prove, that he 
:paid little or no regard to the divine confii­
tution of his country; and, confequend y, 
was no longer fit to be intrufied with the 
guardiall1hip and government of it.- God 

-

therefore depofed him: and raifed up another 
in his ftead of a quite contrary charaCler. 
&. He chafe David his fervant, and rook him 

, 

away from the {beep-folds :" took him, 
- -

o 1 Sam. :lui. 8·.·14' 
p ~~. 9' 
~ 'x Sam. tsii. 17 -'19-
r Antiq. Jllcl.lib. viol:. xii. § 7. - . 

, " that -

• 
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H that he might feed J acab his people, and 

, 
Ifrael his inheritance." He chafe him, be. 
caufe he forefaw, that he Was properly dif • 

• 

pofed to become " his [ervant;" his true 
and faithful deputy: and he advanced him 
to this' eminence, that he might !hew his 
fidelity in the vigorous fupport of the divine 
difpctl[ati~H1. Nor did David herein ever 
fail. In this refpeCl: he was certainly a 
" man after God;s own heart;" and how· 
ever faulty in other things, " as touching 
the LAW blamelefs'." His zeal for the 

• 

theocracy was invariably {hong. Aild as he 
laboured earnefily to promote the fervice of 
God; himfelf j fa did he endeavour to infufe 
into his people the fame concern and affec. 
tion fat it. "He fed;" that is, taught" them" 
the principles of religion, "with a faithful 
and true heart l and ruled;" that is, guided 
" them;' in the praCtice of it, " with all his 
frill and power;; 

Had they then; who have beell fa for­
ward to revile the' chara8er of David, but 

• Phil. iii. {Ii 

VOL. II. D dllly 
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duly confide red the great end for which he 
was advanced; and alfo obferved, with im­
partial eyes, how 11renuoufly he laboured 
to promote that end; they mu11 doubtlef:q 
have acknowledged, that, in his public con­
duCt, he fully anfwcred the divine appoint­
ment; perfeCtly accompliflled the divine 
intention; and jufily merited that glorious 
title, with which the Scripture honours his 
memory. 

He is called " the man after God's O\vn 
heart," becaufe he aCted " according to that 
\vhich was in his heart." Now, humanly 
fpeaking, what 'vas uppenno11 in God's 
heart, but the eibbliiliment of his difpenfa­
tion? And what could any man do more 
for the iupport and advancement of the di. 
vine difpenlation, than David is known to 
have done r He fuppreifed idolatry through­
out all the land: he efrabliihed the woriliip 

, . 

of God at J erufalem: and to engage, his 
people the more effeCtually. in this wodhip" 
he continually improved both the order and 
magnificence of it, till he brought it to an: 
amazing perfection. He likewife compored 
" ' a Book 

• 
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a Book of P['11ms; whicb J being publicly 
recited lirll:' in the tabernacle, and then in 
the temple, tended to exalt the religious fen­
timents and ~ffeaiolls of the people, at the 
£lme time that they expreffed his OW1l; and 
thereby contributed in :to eminellt degree to 
the growth and advancement of folid piety. 
For; as jome of thefe Pfalms, by fettihg forth 
the praifes and perfeCtions of Jehovah, 

• 

helped to infpire his affembled worihipers 
with higher notions of his glory and great­
nefs t; and confequently with a deeper [enfe 
of their dependance upon him U; fo others 
again; by recalling nature to its proper 
office, and direCling the feveral parts of the 
univerfc to recognize and celebrate the God 
that made it'; fei"ved to remind the fame 
worlhipers of the faith and allegiance they 
owed him: ferved to with-hold them from 
perfidioufnefs and apofrafy; from running 
back into the ancient idolatries, and abufing 
the creation to the diihonour of the Creator. 

t pr. civ. exll-. exll'ii. 
b Ibid. cxv. 
x Ibid. cxlviii. 

Dl . III 
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In a word, David was a man of noble en .. 

dowments and excellent difpofitions; all cal. 
culated for, confpiring to, and bept upon, 
that one great purpofe of promoting the 
knowledge and fervfce of God; and, by 
means thereof, perpetuating the welfare and 
happinefs of his people. Faults, we grant, 
he had a few; the effeCts of which he fe. 
vercly felt. But in the main tenour of his 
life, it mufi fiiIl be confefied, that whatever 
could be done, either by precept, example, 
threat, or encouragement, for the fuppref. 
fion of vice? and the propagation of true re­
ligion this he was zealoufly careful to per· 
form, and coniCientioufly diligent to put ill 

• f.;xecu tIon. 
He was likewife careful, that the fame 

good principles !hould be infiilled into his 
ton; and folicitous that he 1hould acr upon 
them. Accordingly, when he reGgned the 
kingdom into his hands, he exhorted him te 

• 

fortitude and manly refolution in the go· 
vernment and regulation of it. And, well 
knowing that true religion was the grand 
fupport of true fortitude, ::IS well as the 

2 [ouree 
• 
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[ource of national happi llef~, he folemnly 
charged him, \vith his dying breath, to pay 
a firiCt and faithful obedience to all the laws 
and commands of God; ,Il1J to continne 
fiedfafi in his duty to him Y. -

Solomon attended to his father's advice; 
and went on, for a time, ill a manner per­
fealy agreeable to it. He built a magni­
ficent temple for the Lord; and graced the 
Jervice of it with all the embeIli(hments of 
fotemn pomp and engaging fj)lendour: and 
thereby kept the people in willing obedience 
to the laws, as \YeIl as in a regular attend. 
ance on wor(hip, of the great and true 
God. 

l\'ow, jf we feriouOy contemplate thefe 
religious infiitutions, planned by David, 
and perfeCted by Solomon; and confider, at 
the Jillue time, hmv' effeCtually they were 
adapted, by their natllral agency, to carry 
on the difpenfation of Prpvidence; we (hall 
immediately perceive, that there was no 
need, during this period, of any miracles to 

Y I Kings ii. 1---4' 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. 

D 3 fupport 
• 

• 
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. fuppol't or advance it. Nor indeed do we 

read of any: unlefs you think proper to in~ 
elude in that term, the wonderful accom­
plifuments of thofe manifold promifes, that 

. were gracioully made and annexed to obe~ 

dience. Of thefe, as we might well expeCl:, 
'lie meet with numerous and frequent in­
fiances not only in the amazing ii.lccefies 
which uninterruptedly attended the liraelitic 
anus; and in the confequent exten{ion of 
the kingdom to its prediCl:eq boundaries z : 

but alto in various other efiecfs, which fig. 
nally contributed, while the people plaq;d 
their confidence ill God, to their national 
fecurity and happinefs. 

But to fee theie wonders in their true -. . 
• 

. light, and di!coyer their fuitablenefs to the 

~Ilds propoied, we mufl: look back to their 
firO: commencement; confider them in the 
order in which they arife; and compare 
them with the circumftances to which they 

, . 
are related. Their commencement I fix at 
thy Exode; for then it was, that the 

" i ehron. ~iv .. 8-'-li.~x .. iii. !--13. I King~ iv. 21--2+. 

• • 

., 
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Iii-aelites, being taken for a peculiar people, 
beclIne entitled to peculiar difiin8:ion. 

And here we are to obferve in the fidl: 
place, that \,"hen the )fi-aditcs were ready 
to depart from Egypt, as they had lived long 
ill poverty and opprdIion, they wcre, doubt­
leis, but ill provided for their journey. \Vh;"!t­
ever might be their due, illlligent .was their 
condition. They had neither clothes to rut 
on, nor money to buy food. In this fit\l<t-

• • 

tion they evidently wanted a large fUFPly. 
And that lupply was graciouf1y and provi­
Jentidlv adminifl:ered to them. For tbe -
Lord enjoined them " to demand of the 
Egyptians" (in balance probably of their 
jun rights) " jewels of 111\"er, and jewels of 
gold, and raiment, And he gave them {;l­

your in the fight of the Egyptians; 10 that 
they readily granted them whate~'er they 
required '," Thus they marchcll out, by the 
kind and fpecial influence of heaven, fuitably 
accommodated and amply fi.lpplied. 

But notwithfianding the provifion, that 
was made for them in thi~ refpect; yet, 

a E~:od, xi. ~, 3- xii. 35, .36. 

D4 when 

-
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• 

when they marched out, they marched, wo 
. know, burdened and defencelefs " with their 
lumber on their backs b, and nothing elfe but 
i1:aves in their hapds." They wanted there­
fore the fecurity of weapons. For they were . 
<1eHined toyavel through wild, difficult, alld 
dan~erol1s places; and to work their way at 
Jaft into the pofidllon of a cOllntry, which 
could only be obtained by force of arms . 

• 

But how ,,'ere thefe arms to be procured? 
By what pollible expedient could human 
policy contrive to furniih [0 large a multi. 
tude F? and yet furnifhed, 1omehow, they 
mufi ~leeds be. But what human policy 
~ould not effetl:, divine Providence eafily ac· 
compliihed. For when God overwhelmed 
the haft <Df PhafilOh, his chariots and his 
horfemen in the Red Sea; he caufed that 

, 

fea, by dofing !Jehind upon them d, to drive 
" . their 

• Exod. xii. 34~ 
C About fix hundred t:lOufiUld mell. Exod. xii. 37 ~ 
• The fea began to open for the Ifraelites, from the Arabian 

4l1Orc; and began to dole again upon th~ Egyptians, froUl their 
tn",j OlDre; for in their return they are f.1i,\ "to flee againil it.'l 
~5od. xil'. 25, 2j. By this means the wind :md the current 

drore . ' 
• 



. S E R ~l 0 N XIV. 41 

their bodies, together with their armour, 
full on the !hore where the Ifraelites fiood. 
The Ifraelites firipped them, and accoutred 
themfelves e; and werethus prepared (which 
~s a firikillg circumfiance) to vanquiih Ca­
naan with the arms of Egypt. 

Thefe marvellous inUances of divine fa-
• 

your, difplayed towards them on their firfi: 
outfet, were excellently calculated to create 
in the Ifraelites (which was very needful) 
i1 pious hope and 11m) reliance on God in all 
future occurrences. 

And in the land of Canaan, fingular ()CL. 

currences did f(cquently happen, armng from 

drove them dircClly towards the Ifraelites, "who raw them dead 
upon the fca {hore;" "cr. 30. that i5, upon the Arabian /hare, 

where they then frood, A CirCllll1Ct~nce fal'ourable to the 
Ifradites on various accormls-not only as it [up plied them with 
fuflicient arms, and valuable fpoils; but as it ~'Xhibited a proof 
to the nations on this fide the fea of the vengeance which God 

had taken on the Egyptians for their oppofition to his people; 
and then, as it fened to ilrike a terrour into all around; and die· 
pofe them the more readily ro fubmit to their terms and prapo· 
f;lls; or, if they refufed, to forewarn thtm of the dreadful co;:· 
fC(]lIences. 

, JOSEPH. Ant. Jud. !il;. ii. c. xvi. § 6. 

the 

• 
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the fingular cOilfritution of their law; which. 
without the immediate protettion of heaven, 
mufi neceibrily have expofed them to heavy 
cli1l:refies. 

On their firfi entrance into that land, 
thev were commanded to tenew the rite of 

• 
circllmcifion; which gave them a title to the 
inheritance of the country, and freed them 
£·0111 the reproach of being any longer 
:f1avesf. But, Ilotwithfianding the privileges it 
brought 'with it, how firangely impolitio 
mull: it [eem, how exceffivcly dangerous 
mu:1: it appear, in the eye of common pru­
dence, . to circumcife at once a whole 
army! that is, to fcnder them totally in­
capable of .fighting, at a ti~ne when theif 
enemies were full in view, and might in­
fiantly fall upon them! But here we jee, let 

j Hue (.cit, Ql10J Deus populmTI, recentem a circl1mcilionis 
vuloere, lie allGclItlis fir, (Jolh. v. 9.) Hodic aijiJdi opprobrirlll1 

jEg.;'Pti a '!Jobi,: hoc elr, "rim illo vos in civium meorum nn­
mcrum adoptavi, ingellllos ct rem!! tclicis h~redcs dcdaravi, ("t 

omnia fer :ilm .tE!(yptiacre (dedeeoris CI opprobrii ,cn.i) ligna 
(irkvi et mOnlnTIcnta." SI'ENCER de Leg. Heur. lib., I. c, v. § 2. 

Ix § ). Vide et JOSKPlil AntiLl' Jud.lib. v. c. 1. § II. in tCXlll et 

001;S. ELI. H~t·(rc"mt. 

human 

, 
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human policy fay what it will, that piety is 
the frrongefr guard, and obedience the beft 
fecurity. For now, in reward of their ready 
compliance, and alfo as an encouragement· 
to farther confidence; God, who com· 
manded the rite to be performed and [urely 
nothing lefs than the pofitive command of 
God could induce the general then to per­
form it defended them throughout, by his 
gracious protection, from all the misfortunes 
and dangers that might attend it. He kept 
tpe Canaanites frill and quiet within their 
own walls, till fuch time as his people were 
healed, and fufficiently able to attack them. 
But to proceed-

When they had gained pofiefllon of the 
promifed land, where their law was' to ope­
rate with its full force; they were frrictly 
enjoined by a particular precept in that law, 
to fuffer their ground to 1'Ifl uncultivated, at 
the return of every fC~)fJ1tb year g: which was 
therefore called the fabbalic year. Now this 
pre-eept was not only contrary to the COIll-

• 

man 
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mOll rules of rufiic reconomy; but feems to 

• 

be alfo produCtive of many great and griev-
ous inconveniencies. For if the Jews ,verc 
forbidden to " fow their ground, or prunc 
their vineyards every Jeventb year;" the con­
:r'equence mufi necdfarily be, that, unlef& 
they were fupported in fome extraordinary 
manner, they would often be liable to num­
berIefs hardlhips in thofe years, for want of 

, 

bread, and other provifions h. But God, who 

gave them this fillgular precept, and whole 
chief aim in giving it was to pre{erve in their 
minds a conaant {cnfe of their dependance 
on himfelf, promifed to reward their obi'er­
'vance of it with a double i increafe the_ year 

pre-

h Lev. xxv. ~O. 
i So I under!:an'" I~evit. xxv. 2r. "I will command my 

hleffing upon you ill the fixth year, and it Ih~1l bring forth 
fruit for time years-" i. e. for the md of. the fixth, the ':.l·bolt 

• 

fercllth, and the hrgii/lJ:ng of the eighth; which make in all 
,,,eo years; and for which a dOl/hie increafe was fllfficimt. Mr. 
WHISTON (in his Jo!ephus, vol. iv. p. 524, &c. 81"0.) fl1p­

pores that fomething is wanting in the text, relative to tl;~ 

year of jl/bilrr; :Illl! t:lj'S, that God here promife" he \\'ollld 

I)Ot only give thc Jr.ws a ,L"h!. crop on til<; common f .. 11; year, 
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preceding; by which the dif1:refies, that 
might othenvife happen, were entirely and 
feafonably prevented. And this promife 
never failed them, whiHl: they obferved the 
condition on which it depended. For when 
they fuffered the land to enjoy the rell: of 
the feventh year; "their barns," on the 
fixth, " were filled with plenty; and t~eir 
prefies burfr out with new wine k. But 
whenever they trallfgreifed in this point, 
whenever they profaned the fabbatic years, 

to fuppll' food for I;L'O years j for that fixtb year itfelf; and 
for the following ordinary jivet!th, or Jabbatic year: but that 

he would moreover give them a triple crop on the extraordinary 
}ixth year, to fuppll' food for Ihree years: for that f~'lh year 
itfelf, and for the I'WO following years of rell, the JaMalic 

year, and the year of jllbilfc. Others however affirm, that the 
year of jllbiltc never follawel\ the fabbatic year j but was always 
co-incident with it: which, if true, entirely overthrows Mr. 
Whil1:on's interpretation j and fupcrfedes the necellity of the 
correction he propares. Btlt after all I mull needs confers, 

that I ilill fufpecr there is fome errour in the text. For" if 
they fowed the eighth year," ver. 21, they only wanted" the in­
creafe of" t'110 year> j whence It fhollld feem, that, by an 

early miftake, ru?:u? was .inferred inllcad ai c'Jru7' 
k Provo iii. (0. 
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their affairs took infiantly another turn t, 

Though they fowed their fields, and pruned 
their vineyards, yet the produce was, to 
fpeak in the language of the prophet Hag­
gai, " as when one came to an heap of 
twenty meafures, and behold tbere were but 
ten; or, as when one came to the prefs-fat, 
for to draw out flfty veffels, and behold 
there were but twenty. For God finote 
them with blafiing, and with mildew, 
and with hail, in all the labours of their 
hands m." 

Now thefe difrributions of plenty alld 
{carcenefs, adjufred to the character and 
conduct of the Jews, whilfr they rewarded 
their obfervance, or punilhed their neglea 

• 

of this precept, plainly demonfrrated that 
the precept itfelf was derived from God: 

I Their negltit of this law for feventy Sahbatic years is reck. 
oned among the chief caufes of their feveory year~ captivity in 
Babylon; when the land re70vered the full refpite, of which they 
had deprived it b~fore. Compo Lev. xxI'i. 34, &c, with 
:z Chron. xxi :u. 

m Ch. ii. 16, 17. 

pJainly 

• 

, 
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plainly demunfirated, that God prefided over 
their nation; took palticular cognizance of 
all their aCtions; and would qlways reeom­
pence them as their works deferved. And 
fo far, we fee, contributed to [upport and 
advance their religion. 

But the principal fupport of their religion 
and government was manifefl:ly derived from 
their folemn feil:ivals; which, at the fame 
time that they infpired them with gratitude 
to God, united them in friendthip with eacR 
other, and compa8:ed them firmly in on~ 
body. It was therefore of the highel1 im­
portance that thefe filcred folemnities ihoulcl 
be regularly obferved. And hence we find, 
that" all the males from the age of twenty. 
were required to appear before the Lord 
three times a year n," to acknowledge his 
mercies, to rejoice in his favour, and to ofFer 
up the tribute of thankfgiving to him. Now 
the iingularity of this la,,;" is not more re­
markable, than the danger of obfervillg it 

r. Exod. xxiii. Ii. Deut. xvi. 16. 
• 

• was 

• 
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was obvious and alarming. For when the 
men were removed, at there fiated periods, 
from all quarters to the center of the king­
dom, to what dreadful invauons were their 

-

horders expofed! and how eaGly might their 
enemies ravage their country! But as he, 
who appointed thefe folemn affemblies, had 
promifed the Jews, that "no man {bould 

• 

defire their land," when they went up to the 
celebration of them 0; fa their confrant ex­
perience could witnefs for him, that he never 
deferted them at fueh times; could witners 
for him, that he imprefIed the nations 
-around with terrour; and thereby preferved 
-his people at eafe, and fecured their land 
from all moleftations. 

Such wonderful infiances of paternal re-
• 

gard, exercifed towards them on all octa .. 
fions, plainly fhewed them, how much it 
was their intereir, as well as duty, to rely 
conftantly on God's protetl:ion, rather tlun 
on their own ftrength. Whilft they depended 
upon it, they were always {afe; but when­
ever " they made flefh their arm, and in 

• Exod. xxxi", l4' 

their 

-
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· their hearts departed from the Lord P," all 
thejr hopes contilluall y failed them; . and 
they were fure to fufter and fmart for their 

folly. Thus, when David in a fit of vanity, 
· commanded the number of his forces to be 
taken, which manifefrly implied, that he 
prided himfelf, and placed a degree of can-

· fidence in them; how foon was his pride 
and arrogance checked! and how feverely 
was his folly punilhed! a grievous pell:ilcnce 
feized his people; which, by fweeping away 
fevenly thouJil1ld of them together q, effeCl:u-
· ally taught him to rely no more on the mul-
· titude of his holl:; but to look up ftedfall:ly 
for the future to that God, who is the Lord 
of h0ll:S: to that God, "unto whom alone 
power belongeth;" and who, with refr)cCl: 
to the Jews, always delighted " to make 

. his firength appear perfeCl: in their weak. 
neis r." To forget him therefore now in 
their profperity, and vaunt themfelves in 
their own abilities, was evidently a fin of an 

r Jel". xvii.t;. 
~ zSam. xxiI". IS' 
I 2 Cor. xii. 9' 

VOL. II . 
• 

E hejllOu~ 
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Iheinbu5 nature, and deferv~dly called tor 
this Ggnal punilliment: a puniihment which 
·fllewed them, how frail and weak they really 
were; and how much it was their wifdoll1, 
in their beft condition, to rely on the favour 
'afld prot~aion of God. 

And indeed, to give them their due, they 
-became fo wife from henceforth, as to place 
a full and implicit confideol!e in their great 
and graciolls protedor; and to pay him a 
willing, unfeigned obedience. They went 
on improvillg in religion and virtue; and 
wereaccordil1gly bJeffed with a proportionable 
increafe of wealth, happinefs, and honour. 
Thefe "they enjoyed without interruption. 
" For they had peace on all fides round 
about; and they dwelt {afely, pery man 
under his vine, and under hi~ fig-tree, from 
Dan even to Beerfheba ,." The Canaanites 
·became a110 tributaries to them, and eaied 
them of thei'r fervile employments i whereby 
they were all in a mann-:renl1obled, being 
favoured with <ldmifiioll into the offices of , 

.. I Kings i\·, 25. • 
rtat~ 
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flate t. They lived moreover in high efleem 
with all the nations far and near, who ho­
noured them with large and magnificent pre .. 
fents; and flored their houfes with the choifeft 
goods u. They carried, on a very extenfive 
trade; which brought into the kingdom [uch 
immenfe riches, that ~, Solomon made filver 
to be in J erufalem; as frones x ;" that is, of 
little value, becaufe of its abundance. Nor 

. . 

did other things, perhaps, abound there ill 
lefs profufion. "Fat king Solomon exceeded 
all the kings of the earth, for riches; and 
for wifdom Y: and his fubjetts; partaking of 
this wifdom, and making themfelves emi. 
nently religious, were now alfo; in confe-
quence, eminently happy. . 

Their happincfs fiood always annexed to 
theil obfervance of the law. And fince the 
law had now its perfett influence upon them; 
and was magnified in the abundance of thofe 

t 1 Kings ix. 20-25. 

• Ibid. x. 25. 
• Ibid. 2j. 

Y Ibid. 23' 

• 

• 

good 
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, ' 

good works, which its precepts engaged them 
to difcharge ; their obedience was therefore 
,attended with the accompliihment of its pro4 

mifes, in the full enjoyment of all temporal 
felicities. In ihort, whilft the inha.bitants 
, . 
,of Judea ftrove to make it a. land of holinefs1 

,God took care to make it likewife a land of 
, , , 

plenty: the pride and glory of the whole 
earth.,', ' 

• 

A plain demonfiration this, of the divi4 
, 

~ity of the confiitution under which they 
lived. For who, but the Lord of the 

, . ' , 

whole earth" cCluld thus rewn:rd the piety 
~f his, fervants . with all the blcffings that 
earth can befiow! But here let us remem-. , ." , . 

ber, that they were then his ferv<l!lts; and " . ' 

lvere no longer blei1ecl, than while they con-
tinued [uch. F~r though w~ have now lecn 

, 

~o what a glorious height their " righte-
oufilefs exalted the nation z;" yet the next 
difcourfe will exhibit a clear :1l1d woful 

• 

proof, how Coon their" fin" becam~ nor 
only the ihame and "reproach,'" but alfo 

, 
, 

, 

the 
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• 

the ruin " of this very people." Equally 
gracious however will the Lord appear, both 
ill his judgments, and in his mercies.­
To him therefore be a[cribed, as is moil: 
due, all honour, glory, adoration, and praire, 
both now, and for ever-more. Amen. 

• 

• 

• 

E " ;) S E R. 

• 
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SERMON 
, 

xv . 

. HOSEA V. 5. 

'[he pride of IJraeldoth tejlify to his face: 
. therefore /hall !frae/ and Ephraim jilll in 

their iniquity: Judah alfo flall fall wlih 
them. 

E have feen the Tfraelites, about the 
middle part of Solomon's reign, ad-

, . 

V'anced, in confequeuce of their piety 'and 
virtue, to an eminently glorlous and happy 

, . 
flate. But this {litte was, alas! of no lohg 
,continuance. For their profperity foon de­
oofed their principles, and corrupted their 
morals to a {hange degree. The killg, in-

E 4- dulging 
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dulging his lufiful inclinations, " grew mad 
in his love of women." Thefe foreign wo­
men feduced his heart from the true God; 
and attached him to the fervice of their falfe 
deities'., Hence idolatries of various kinds, , ' 

together- with the abominations attendant 
upon them, fpread and prevailed over the 
whole land; and infet1:ed the mafs of the 
people. 

As' their wickednefs increafed, their hap-
, 

pinefs declined: infomuch that the king-
dom, which. had once been fo greatly ad-

, -
mired tor the order and excellency of its 
government, g'radually funk, through the 
vice~ of its inhabitants, into a fat1:ious, U!1-

fieady, and tottering condition. -
On the death of Solomon, ten of the trjbe~' 

, 

revolted from his fon, ,and made Jeroboam 
the~,r, king b. The kingdom" wh,ich Jero-. 
boamobtained by rebellion, he determined: 
to dl:ablifh by apoitafy. And therefore, to 
prevent his people from going, up to: the. 
temple at. Jeruf.1IeJl), which might favour, 

• K' . 8 . I rngs. Xl. 4~ , , , .". 1 

b Ibid. xii, 2\,. 

their 

, 
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then union agaill with Judah c, he fet up two 
golden calves, on the plan of wodhip he 
had learned in Egypt d, to which they might 

. , 

faccifice in their own country. 
This bafe defeCtion God \vas highly ill-

• 

cenfed at. And to apprize Ifrael of the effeCt 
of his refentment, he fent a prophet to Jero­
boam, at the time he was engaged in the 
firfi: aCt' of innovation, and fi:anding before 

, . 

his altar at Bethel; who foretold them in 
the name of the Lord, that, "the days' 
were coming on, when the falfe priefts 

, 

fhould themfel ves be flain; and their bones' , 
-burnt on that very altar." And this event, 
he aifured them, would as certainly come to 

" 

pafs, as that "the altar- iliould '-then break' 
afunder, (which inftantly happened) and the 
ailies upon it be poured out':" Nor iliould 
it ever be in the power of any of their kings 
to prevent this calamity; but every hand, 
that endeavoured to oppofe it, iliould be en­
feebled and deadened, as they now faw the 

• I Kings xii. z6, 27. , 

d See PATRICK'S Comment on the place. 
t I Kings xiii. 1-5' 

hand 

, 
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hand of Jeroboam~ for his attemp~ on him 
who declared theCe tidings. . 

This w;miing~ conqnned, b,y fuch a 
complication of miracles" m¥ft ha:ve been 
fufliciellt, on~' would thUlk, to awaken 

, ' , 

the llraelites; an4 bdng back that deluded 
people tQ the worthip' al~Q opeclience Qf the 
true God. But fo infatuated wer6 they nQw 
grown, that tht;y, frill perfi1l:ed in their 
former impieties; and eyen proceeded to 
higher provocations. 

They haraifed Judah by continual wars; 
• 

and induftrio\J£ly employed every poffibl€ ad .. 
, 

~ant~gt; againft them f, The acceffion of 
Abijah &, who was young and inexperienced, 
:lfforded th~m illl opportunity too favourable 

, . 
, 

f I Kings n. 6, 16, Ii. 
I Abijah (z Chrorr. xiii. I.) is in 1 Kings xv, I. *,c. called 

Abij;uil" ~1!ich difference, as ti)e- Jews wro.te on TII/4d vellum, 
!ll~y be eafillllCCOUn\cd for, The ipace between the ,two fide! 
of the final i1, being up by the dark rukd line, the tranf-

, 

ctiber mlftook It for a Tllmi :""T. This is obfemd, not.fu rnuch 
for the fake of the word in quellion I a9 for the Calle of many 

pther and more important 'ZIaria/ions ,rbich may b;~ccQu!led for 
pn the fame principle. 

ro 

• 
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• 

to be overlooked h. Thev collected there-
, . 

fore a numerous army; and malevolently 
marched againfl: him, in confidence of being 
able to fubdue at once the two tribes, and 
bring them entirely under their own power • 

• 

Now had they profpered in this attempt, 
their fuccefs would have been fatal to the 
caufe of religion, as it would probably have 
involved the whole land in one general 
apoilafy. God therefore, who faw their ini­
quitous defign., was pleafed to defeat their 
fcherne; and to grant Judah a perfeCtly mar­
vellous and unparalleled viCtory. For they 
flew in this engagement, jive hundred thouJanil 
Qf their enemies; and took Bethel, the feat 
of their idol~try, among others of their 
firongeft cities i, A {laughter, which not 

, 

only manifefted the fiercenefs and feverity of 
the div'ine difpleafure againil thefe ten idola .. 
trous tribes; but alfo reduced their authority1 

. and power to a balance with the other two! 
And this balance was afterwards preferved all 
the while tolerably even, as well by the fuc-

h JO!!PH. Ant. Jud.lib. viii. c. xi. § z. 
i : Chron. xiii. 2-10. , . , 

~effes 

• 
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cefies which Judah, when obedient, enjoyed; 
as by the fi'equentcalamities whichbefel 
Ifrae!, 011 account of their repeated and: 
enormous fIns k. For they never ceafed; not-· 
withftanding thefe fevere, though merciful 
infli8:ions, from their detcftableimpieties 
and wicked works. . ! . 

. But, impious as the kings of Jfi'acl had 
been, yet Ahab exceeded all his predeceifors. 
For to the idolatries of Jeroboam' (who[e; 
chief fault confified in worihiping the true 
Go<lhy a fooliili reprefentation of his own 
invention) this king fuperadded the worihip" 
and fervice of Jlrange deities I. He adopted 
the gods of the Sidonians and Tyrians; fet 
up the worlhip of Baalim, and Aihtaroth; 
that'is, of the Jun, moon, and }lars; and la­
boured to refrore that anCient idolatry, which' 

• 

the IfraditeB had been raifed on purpofeto: 
de!hoy. ,:,,: ' 

, 
• • 

k The acceffion of thole, out of the other tribes, whO feared 
• 

the Lon!, and came to Jerl1falem, contributed likewife to the 
fame end. See. 2 ehron.xi. 16, 17.-XV. 9.-xxx. :1, 18. . 
• 

1 1 Kingspi. 30,33' JOS~H .• Ant. Jud. I. viii. c. xiii. § I. . . . 
• 

• • • 

WhiHl: 
• 

• 
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WhiW: he thus madly counteraCted the 
. fcheme of Providence, Elijah was fent to 
reprove his folly. This zealous prophet, it 

. . 

ihould feem, expofl:ulated the matter \varmly 
with him: aiked him on what principles he 
forrook the Lord; and what benefits he ex-, 
peaed from his adopted deities? Is it in 
'their power, fays he, to blefs and ferti.lize 
your country? "Can the '::ani/ies of the 
Gentiks caufe rain? or can the hea'l.'em give 
{howers m r" To convince you that they qn-

• 

not; " as the Lord liveth, before whom I 
Hand," and whoie miniaer I am, " there 
flull be neither dew nor rain thefe years, 

• 

but according to my word"." 
vVhen they had fufficieutJ y experienced the 

impotence aud futility of their own deities; 
and had fuffered feverely by drought and 
.famine forthe fpace of three years; Elijah came 
to them with a promife of relief, provided they 
returned to God and their duty. But as he 
wifhed the,ir reformatiollmight lie founded 
and ~aabli'fhed o~ due 'conviaion; fo he de'-

m Jer. xiv. 22. 
• 

n I Kil~g5. xviii. I. 

fired 

• 
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, 

fited Ahab to convene Ift-ael, and all the 

prieRs, at a particular place on mount Carmel. 
.The people being accordingly affembled, he 
accofted them in the following terms! "How 
long will ye halt between two opinions? If 
Jehovah be' God, foll()w him: but if Baal; 
then follow him 0." " Now, that ye may 
be fatisned which of them is really God t , 
we'll put them both to the trial. Y ou~ 
who are his prophets, maintain, that Baal, 
the SUN, is the true God. The eflimce of 
the SUN is fire: and furely, if he can dif­
play himfelf in any thing, it mull: be in 
that. r e that then the teO: ;" " the God 
that an{wereth by fire, let him be God p," 

This was a rational method of. deciiion '; 
adequate and fuitable to the point in col1tro­
verfy': and therefore what the people could 
not but approve. The propofal being thus 
nfiented to, the prieO:s of Baal prepared their 
1a,crifice; " and called on the llame of their 
,god from morning even until noon nay 
until the evening: but there was no voice, 

n 1 King! xviii, 21. 

P Ibid. ver. 24' 

, 

, . 

, 

nor 
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nor any that anfwered, nor any that re­
garded q." 

Then Elijah, having· fo difpofed and or­
dered his facrifice, as to prevent all fufpicioll 
of deceit r, came up tQ the altar, which he 
had ju£t ereCted, and prayed unto the Lord, 
that he would now, for the conviCtion of 
this deluded people, manifeft himfelf to be 
the only great and true God: which he had 
no Cooner done, but " a fire fell down from 
heaven, and con fumed the viCtim, wood 
and frones; and dried up all the water in 
the trench. When the people faw it, they 
fell on their faces, and cried out Jehovah, 
he is the God! Jehovah, he is the God'!" 
And fo fully were they convinced of ihis 
truth, that they inftantly feized the prophets 
of Baal; and, at the command of Elijah, 
" put them all to death t." 

• 
Now, 

q I Kings xviii. 29. • 

r JOSEPH. Ant. Jud.lib. viii. c. xiii. § 5' 
• 

• I Kings xviii. 38-+0. . 
t As the times. of Elijah and Elifha were part:cularly trouble~ 

fome and difrrefsful both to the prophets and 'people of the Lord, '. 
we. meet with m:my more par'tkul~r and detached miracles 

under 

• 
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Now, as this miracle had fo powerful an 

, 

effeCl: on the conduCl: of the people; .it is 
hardly to be fuppofed, that the king re· 

, 

under their adminiftration, than in :tny other fimilar period of 
the Old Teftament.But thefe dillinc1 and particular miracles, 
bdng founded on the particular occaflons of the times, mayeaflly 
be explained frolll the nature oi the circumllances under which 
they were exhibifed. They Irete principally intended either, 
for u' proof of the prophet's million, as when Elifha divided 
Jordan. 2 Kings ii •. 13, 15. Or-for the prophet's fupport, 
fecurity, and proteCtion. I Kings xvii. 2, 16. xix. 5, 8. 

'2 Kings i. 9, 12. vi. 13, 24. Or,-as an honourable tefti· 
many of God's approbation of the prophet's characrcr. 
2 K.ngs ii. 8, , II. xiii. 21. Or-for the relief, comfort, and , 

,encouragement of the faithful, I Kings xvii. 9, 16, 24. 
2 Kings ii. J9, 22. il'. 1,7. Ibid. 16, 17. Ibid. 32 , 37' Ibid. 
40,41• Ibid. 42, H. vi. 4,7. 

Thefe particular miracJ~s, at the fame time that they an· 
fwered thefe particular purpofes, fen'ed alfo to demonfrrate hoth 
the power and providence of God; and eonfeque'ntly to frrengthen 
the faith and confidence of his people :-and fo fa(therefore con· 

. fpired to promote the defign of the general difpenfation. This is 
more efpecially obfervable of the two laft miracdes, that refpe~. 
ively conceilled thefe tlVO eminent and zealous prophets: for the 

, hope of immortality was frrongly confirmed by the afcent of 
Elijah into he-.lven j and the doctrine of the rtjill'rtfiion by Eli­
fha's bones railing up a dead man to life-which being done pub. 
-licl)', lVas a farther confirmation of that private miracle of h~ 

, ' 

raifing the fon of the good Shunammit.e. 2 Kings viii. 1--·6 • 
. And the nke had been done by Elijah. 1 Kings :nii. 17, 23. 

• , 

, " 

mailled 

, 
• 

1 
• , 
r , , 
, 
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r;1aind altocrether uninfluenced by it. He o . 

continued, it is tn~;:, to aCt wickedly: but 
not with the Lme obHinacy. His heZlrt re-

• 

lented. For, when he heZlrcl his doom, " he 
humbled himielf;" and bcg:li1 to be {orry for 
the eviL; he had done. This repentance God 
\vas graciouDy ple:lfcd to encourage by a 
marl"d!ol1s deliverance now vouchafed to 
him, alld his people. Bellh:ldacl, the king of 
Syria, i[]vadc:c1 Iir:lel with a large army; and 
impcrioufiy threatened tG demolifh their ca­
pit,1!; and hy it at once level with the 

ground. But his infolcnce W23 ioon re­
pi·eHeel. FOl' the Lord animated ;1:1ci il:reilgth­
tned the; Iii-:1elites; who, by making a illcl­

den att:1c].; on their enemies, put t~lem all 
to flight; and obtained over them a C0111-

plete l'iLl:ory". 
This vi20ry ,vas gained in ia extraordi­

nary a manner, that the Syrians themie!ves 
• • 

could not but afcribe it to the power ~rid 

;1gency of the God of IE·ael. But this God 
they t~lllcieLl, according to the common fu­
perfiition of the times, to be 0:11y a local 

.. KO 
~ I lllg'J :<"., 10-:Z I. 

VOL. II. F !Ueel,"t[v 
• 
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tutelary deity a god of the hills, but not 
of the vallies x :" and therefore determined to 

try their fortune another year in a different 
and lower fituation. Hi3'Olnnipote~lce being 
thus difputed, God judged it necemuy to 
thew them, on their own principles, that his 
power was not confined to the mountains, 
but extended equally to the plains. With 
this view he placed the Ifraelites in the plain 
of Aphek; where they fought the Syrians 
again; and, though amazingly inferior in 
Ilumbeo, overthrew them with a dreadful 
{l,lllghter; for an hundred tboufand fell 
to[ ether in the field of battle. And of thofe 

."" 
who fled in~o the city, Hventy-feven thou-
fand periihed in fo firange and hngular 3 

manner, as vifibly demonftrated, that the 
hand of God was extended againfi them, and 
immediately concerned in their fall and de­
firuCl:ioll z. 

A fimilar deliverance, from the power amI 
opprefliol1 of the fame l-:ing, was again 

x I Kings xx. 23. 

Y "The children ofIfi'ael were numbered, and were all prcfent; 
and pitclied before them, like two little flocks of kids; but the 
Syrians filled the country." Ibid. ve'r. 2i. 

l lbid. ,'er, zS- '0. 
" 

, 

vourh~ 
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t'ouchfafed them in the next reign, by means 
equally marvellous ". , , 

But, llatwithi'l:anding tliefe, and many 
other twaurable intr.rpolitians, exercifed to­
wards them at various times; yet, fa dege­
Ilerate were the Hi"aelites grown, that they 
perverfely continued their irripiaus praClices; 
and, forgetful of that " goodliefs which 

, 

ihould have led them tci repentance," in-
dulged themfelves in all kinds of wicked-

, 

nefs. This depraved and perverfe conduCl: 
expofed them to numberlefs calamities; =to 

the depredations of the fword, pd1:i1ence, and 
famine: calamities, which ferved, as W ell 
to correct; as to puniili, their iniquities. 

For if they were led to the wodhip of 
idols in hopes of fecL! ring their help and fa­
vour b; how clearly mufr tbey perceive, that 
H there was no help in them," ",hen they 
found themfelves labouring under the hand 
of the opprefior? 0 r, if they engaged in their 
fervice, as they often did, from a fond COll-

. ceit, that the fertility of the earth, the {,lu-
, 2 Kings vi. z+--·vii. 7. 
b Src 2 ehron. xxviii. "'3. 

F 2 brity 
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brity of . the feafons, and the profperity of 
human affairs, depended on their benign in­
fluence c ; how plainly muft the fali1100d of 
this perfuafioll appear, when they experienced 
their idolatries' to be confiantly attended 
with effeCts direaIy the reverfe! For we 
never read of their following idols, but we 
likewife read of the heaven's becoming dry, . 
the earth unfruitful, the feafons unhealthy, or 
the ftate unfuccefsful d. 

Such was now the condition of Ifrael: a 
condition, one would imagine, iufficient to 
deter any people from adopting and imitat­
ing their. manners. But idolatry is contagi­
ous.· And fo from Ifrael the contagion 
fpread; and unhappily infecred the houfe of 
Judah. 

The kings of the two tribes had hitherto, 
in general, maintained a pious regard for' 
God, . and dutiful obedience to all his laws; 

. and had confequently enjoyed, through his , 

I 

C See Jer. xliv. 17. HoC. ii. 5. 12. 

d Let'. xxvi. 14.---20. Deut. xi. I i.-xxviii. 24. 25. 
1 Kihgs viii. 35. Jcr. xliv. 15---23' Ezek. vi. 11-14. i\1ai. 
;nOI'. Mor. Nevoch. p. iii. c. xxx. 

good 
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good providence, great fuccefs, profperity, 
and happinefs which was particularly the 
cafe of thofe pious princes, Afa and J ehotha­
phat e• But Jehoram, having married into 
the family of Ahab, foon deferted the way 
of his fathers; foon negleCted the worthip 
and fen'ice of the true God; and, at the in­
{ligation of his wife, introduced into the 
kingdom foreign cuitoms, to the increafe 
and propagation of the mofi horrid impieties • 

. and the utter ruin of the infiitutions of his 
co.untry. For" he made high places in the 
moulltains of Judah; and cau[ed the inha­
bitants of Jeruf.1lem to commit fornication;" 
that is, idolatry ." and compelled all Judah 
and Benjamin to do the fame f:" which 
proved the fource of great and lafiing mifery 
to himfelf, and of bitter affliCtions to all his 
people. 

The next reign was equally wicked; and 

was therefore involved in equal misforl'Ul1es. 

, 2 ehroll. xiI', xvii, xix. xx. 
i l'h ' ~ ron. X;U, II, 14, 15. 

F 3 And 
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And henceforth again, as both kings and 

people went on, in fuccefilon, for a reries of 
years, provoking the Lord by their abomi­
nable doings; fo were they punithed with 
various forts of opprefilve calamities; and 
rendered lJroportionably wretched in con­
dition, as they \vere vile and perverfe in their 
a8:ions g. 

.. Some lucid intervals, indeed, of piety thone 
out in Judah at particular periods; which 
g~'lve them fome little refpite from their fuf· 
ferings; fo'nl~ little tqfl:e of peace and hap­
pinds ; and retarded the progrefs of that 

• 
final judgement, which had often been de~ 
I10unced againfl: their wickednefs. 

But ·the children of Ifrael were incorrigi­
bly hardened; and, notwithfianding the re~ 
Feated admonitions they received, and the 
repeated !)uniihments they fllffered, could 
never be brought by any of thefe means to 
a proper degre~ of penitence or refleCtion. 
They proceeded from the beginning, \vitl!­

~ut intermiffioll, in one impious courfe of 

'l Chron.x;\:iv. 23. 15-X.'(\'. q. 2+. xxviii. 5. 8. 16. 21. 
l . 

arofia!)' ; 
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apofl:afy; advancing continually, for two 
hundred and fixty years, from one frage of 
wickednefs to allother from bad to worfe­
till they " filled up at laft the meafure of 
their iniquities;" and made the land to groan 
with the burden of their fins. 

·When "they had left all the command. 
ments of the Lord," and gone thus" into the 
ways of tbe heath ell h;" God determined to 
drive them out, as he had driven the nations 
before them. He called up therefore the 
king of AfIyria, " who came to Samaria, 
and took it; and carried lfi-ael away into 
AfIyria; and placed them in Halah and in 
Rabor by the rircr of Goz<ln, and in the 
cities of the Medes i." 

To be carried captive into any country, is, 
doubtlefs, a circumtIance of deep difirefs; 
but" that the Ifraelites ihould be carried into 
this country, had iomething in it, that was 
peculiarly fore. "It is well known, how 
they were firfl: in bondage in the land of 
Goihen, apd the city Abaris, in Egypt; and 

b 2 Kings xvii. 15. 16. 
i Jb. T~r. 5, 6. 

• F4 how 
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how they were conduCted thence into the 
land of Canaan; which they enjoyed above 
[e\'en hundred years. U pOll their repeated 
rebellion and idolatry, they were now car­
ried into a fecond bondag-e: and what is re­
markable, m:my of them went to another 
land of Golhen; but not like that of old! 
to another city Abaris or Habor; and in fuc­
cellion to the fame people, to whom their 

• 

fathers had fucceeded in Egypt, even the 
Cufeans. Their captivity was attended with 
this cruel circumfiance, that they went now 
to a wild and uncultivated country: and 
had the mortification to fee the people, who 
had quitted it, occupy the pleafant fields of 
Ifrael. For" the king of Aifyria brought 

.men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and 
from Ava, and from Hamath, and from . 
Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities 
of Samaria: and they poilciled Samaria, and 
dwel~ in the cities' thereof"." Bere was 
every additional circumfiance, to aggravate 

. their mi~fortune, and embitter their fervi." 

k z Kings xvii. 24. 

tude: 
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tude: to bring to their memory continually 
what they had been, and what they now 
were: to point out viilbly the finger of God 
in the peculiar futlerings of fuch a reprobate 
people: and at the [.lme time to alarm the 
remaining tribes; that they might take warn­
ing at the fight of fuch particular judg­
ments, and recolleCl: themfeh-es in good 
time 1." 

And at this time indeed, the two remain­
ing tribes did thoroughly recolleCl: them­
ieJves; and with diligence apply to the great 
.and neccibry work of reformation. The 
high places were removed; the images were 
broken; the groves cut dov.:n; and every 
abomination cleared away. The temple of 
the Lord was opened and purified; the public 
worihip was refiored; and the folemn 
tdl:ivals \Vere again celebrated m. In iliort, 
true religion revived in Jerufidem, and 
tlouriilied throughout the land: And hap-

I En y A~T's Obfervalionl pn thc ancient Hill:. of Egypt, p. 
240, &c. 

n 2 Kings xriii. 4? &c. 1 ehron. :'\sxi. 1-4' 

pillefs, 



7+ S E R M 0 N XV. 
pinefs~ the infeparable attendant of piety, 
iiuiled upon every condition. As" they 
drew nigh to God, fo God drew nigh to 
them;" guarded and protected them in all 
their enterprizes; "and profpered them 
whitherfoever they went n." 

The profperous events they had ex­
perienced, which were vifible tokens of 
God's t~1Vourable prefence among them, em­
boldened them now to throw off the yoke 
of the king of AfIYria. This king's father, 
on a revolt made by the.Ifioaelites, had be­
fore taken and defiroyed Samaria; and car­
ried away the inhabitants captive. The fon, 
'who now governed Aflyria, thought like­
wife., on this occafion, to treat Jerufalem in 
the fame manner. Fluihed therefore with 
his former viC'torics, and breathing 'defiruc­
tion againfi the kingdom of Judah, he fent a 
moft opprobrious meffilge to Hezekiah and 
his iubjeC'ts. charged with bold and bitter 
invectives, not only againfi the Jews, but 
even againfl: God. Read his own words: 

2 'Kings xviii. i. 

. "This 

o 

• 
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~'This f.1ith the great king, the kingofAfiyria: 
What confidence is this wherein ye truft? 
If ye truft in God, and fay unto me, the 
Lord will deliver us: then I ,,,,ould aik 
you, hath any of the gods of the nations de­
livered at all his land out of the hand of the 
• 

king of Afiyria r Where are the gods of 
Hamath, and of Arpad? the gods of Sc­
pharvaim, Henah, and Ivah1 Have theyide­
Evered S2maria out of mine hand? vVllo arc 
~hey among all the gods of the countries, 
that have delivered their country out of mine 
hand, that the Lord !bould deliver Jerufalem 
out of mine hand O?" , 

Here, you fec, he brings down the .great 
(Joel of 1ft-ael to the conternptible level of the 
gods of the nations; puts him to open de­
hanee; and charges hi m' with impotence to 
his face. This then was the time for the 
Lord to aDert and vindicate hi, honour; to 
ihew forth the greatnefs of his majeity and 
power; and to punifh the arrogance of this 

haughty 
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haughty king, who had thus vainly exalted 
himfelf, and impioufly " contended with his 
maker." Accordingly, the bold and blaf­
phemous tyrant h;:d fcarce advanced to the 
holy city, but his forces were entirely dc­
Hroyed. "For it came to pais that night, 
that the angel of the Lord went out, and 

.1inote in the camp of the Afiyrians an hun­
dred fourfcore and five thouiand men p." An 

• • . 

event, which rendered it mallifefl: to the na-
tiolls, that Jehovah was a God "mighty in 
power, and tremendous in judgment q :" 

And which alfo ferved as a proof to the 
Jews, that their enemies would never prevail 
againfr them, unlefs their iniquities iliould 
provoke the Lord to with-hold his favour 
and proteaion from them. 

And foon, alas! was he forced by their 
impieties to yield them up to the puniiliments 

P z Kings xix. 35. Some [uppo[c this havock to have been 
made by a plaglle, or perhaps by lightni/ig, or a fiy ~vil/(l, which 
blows fometimes in thore pans, and is very dcftrutlivc. See 
Sir I. NEWTON'S ehron. p. 282. PRIDEAUX'; Connett. p. I. 
b. 1. p. Z.j.. 

, z ehron. xxxii. 13. JOSEPH. Ant. JUlI. lib. x. c. i. § 4. 

they 

• 
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• 

they deferved. For in the fucceeding reigns, 
regardlefs of the deliverance now vouchfafed 
them, they bafely and ungratefully forrook 
the Lord; polluted his temple by the intro­
duction of idols; ran "into all the abol11i~ 
llations of the heathen r;" and, notwith­
fianding the endeavours of good JoGah, and 
the eameO: admonitions of holy prophets, ob­
ftinately pedifl:ed in their ".icked ways; and 
even advanced to as detefl:ahlc a degree of 
prof:\1lene(s and iniquity, asever their brethren 
of the houfe of Urad were known to have 
been guilty of. 

When the ofiences of Judah vied thus 
with the tranfgrefIi.ons of Iil·ad·; then the 
Lord determined in vengeance" to fl:retch over 
J eruf..11em the line of Samaria';" that is, to 
overthrow the one, as he had overthrown the 
other: and to confume its inhabitants in like 
manner fome of them by famine, others by 
the fword; and to drive the refl: into hard 
captivity. "Therefore he brought upon 
them the king of the Chaldees, who befieged 

t 2 Kings x~i. %-9' 2 ehron. ::xxiii. 1-9' 
, 2 Kingnxi. 13. 

the 
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t~e city," and drove them by famine to 
wretched frraights. "When the city was 
broken up, he flew their young men with 
the fword, in the houfe of their fanCluary ; 
and had no compaffion upon young man or 
maiden, <;>ld man, or, him that frooped for 
age: he gave them all into his hand. And 
all the veffels of the hou[e of God, great 
and fmall; and the treafures of the houfe of 
the Lord; and the treafures of the king and 
his princes: all thefe he brought to Baby­
lon. 'And they burnt the houfe of God; 
and brake down the wall of Jerufalem; and 
burnt all the palaces thereof with fire; and 

, 

defrroyed all the goodly veffels thereof. And 
them that efcaped ftom the fword 1 carried he 
aw"y to Babylon; where they were [ervants 
to him and his fons t:' 
Th~s "the Lord removed Judah, as he 

had removed Ifrael, out of his fight;" and; 
, 

fince ,they had both beeil guilty ,of the fame 
crimes, ,made them partakers of the f.1me 
puuiiliII\ent. And if we confider only \yhat 
has been already [aid, it muO: doubtlefs appear, . , 

• 

t :l ehron. x:::xvi. 17--- 2t;J. 
• 

3 . that 

, 

• 
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. " 

that it was not without fufticientcaufe, that 
he exercifed this great, this JaJ1:ing feverity 
UpOIl them. 

But there are other conuderations, not yet 
particularly mentioned, which (erve to vindi­
cate the proceedings of Providcnce, in the 
fame degree that they aggravate the perverfe­
nefs and obfiinacy of the Jews.' To this 

" . 
purpofe then, we are £lrther to obfervc, 

That their calamities came on them bv 
• 

flow advances; and increafed in weight, as 
their fins were multiplied that they had 
conJ1:ant warnings of the feveral judgments 
before they came; and confiant exhortations 
to amend their lives, as the only mcalls of 

• 

efcaping them that they had the benefit of 
prophets to fet them right; whofe miHlol1 
'vas fupportcd oy appropriate miracles, and 
whofe denunciat"ions were daily verified by 
repeated 'and" woful experie\lce that when 
they defpifed the admonitions of the pro­
phets, and hardened themfcl yes againfi their 
reproofs; yet God would not rejeCt them at 
once; but rent them off into captivity oy 
degrees; each kingdom at ibrte different 
" periods; 

• 
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• 

• 

periods u'; in hopes that the remainder w'ouId 
take warning from what was paft i and avoid, 
by repentance, the fate of their brethren. 
But when repentance found no place among 
them; when," the more they were fl:ticken; 
they revolted the more;" in a word, when 
all there divedified methods of reformatiori 
could have no effeC1: upon them; it was 

• 

furely but fitting, that they; who would con ... 
tinue £laves to their fins; jhould, in coufe­
quenee, be made {laves to their enemies; and 
be taught at laft by the mii't:ries they felt, to 
., knowH the difference between "the fervice 
sf God; and the fervice of the kingdoms of 
.he countries T./' A differencc t which might 
induce them; a difference indeed, which did 
• mae! was c:Il1"ied captive: 

I. by Tiglath-Pilefer. 2 Kings 
xv. :9. Years before Chrifr, 

74°' 
... By ShalmaneCer, 2 Kings 
. xvii. 6. Years before Chriil, 

721 • 

, 

Judah was cll!ried captive:' 
I. by Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. i. 

1,6. Years before Chrifi, 
606. 

2. ByNebuchadnezzar, Eflh. ii. 
5, 6. Ezek. i. I, 2. Years 

. before Chrift, 599' 
3. By Nebuchadnezzar, 2 Kings: 

xxv. 2. &c. Yeats before 
:. By Efarhaddon, Ezra i r. 

2, 10. Years before Chrit!, 

677· Chrift, ,88. 
x z Chron. xii. S. 

• 

i.llduce 

• 

• 
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induce them, " to turn again to the Lord 
thei t: God." For at bfr they conliJered, 
that when they ferved him, " it was then 
much Gettel· with them than no\" . " that 
their fdimer condition' '\'as infit1itely prefer­
-able to th:!t \,·hich was their lot at pre[ent. . . 

Now, whilil: the ]e\ys' were learning in 
• • 

their captivity this f.:1lutary lefiori, divine 
Providelice \v~S graciollfly eniployed in cor­
re8:iiig·the various fuperf1:itiol1s of the Cu­
feans; and leadil1g them to a truer notion of 
things;Whcil thefe mixed people intro-

• 

Juced ihto Samaria the feveral deities of their 
own countries; and worihiped them accord­
ing to their own mabner; the Lord, jealous 
of his 'honour; alid concerned tb inail1tain 
the f.:1rictity of his land, was highly provoked 
at fuch prophallatioll; and fent among them 
a number bf lions, . by' which they were 
grievoufiy haraficd ahel defhoyed Y. Why 
he made choice of thefe animals to annoy 
them, may not, perhaps,' be accoulited for 
with any degree df certainty or precifion.· 
But, if \ve ruppofe, as we have fome reafon 

T 2 Kings xvii. 25. 26. 

VOL. II. G to 

• 
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·to fuppofe, that Arioch 01' Ariel, that is, the 
Lion-god, was their chief and general 
deity '; then the fending lions among them, 
.was a kind of judgment, the moil: appro­
.priate that we can well conceive :as it ferved 
to convince them in the moil: affeeting man­
ner, that" wherewithal aman finneth,by the 
fame alfo fhall he be punithed.". But what­
.ever might be the reafon, for which the 
pHniihment was particularly infliCled in this 

• 

form; yet certain it is, that it produced upon 
. .them its .defired effeCl .. For it brought them 

.to the acknowledgement of the. true God; 
and to a refpetl.ful compliance with his laws 
and worfhip. And though they continued, 
,for a time, to join their own gods with the 
Lord God of lfrael; yet did they gradually 

• • 

. ~ The principal deity of the Alfyrians was "4gill or Mars (Sec 

HYDi de Rei. vet. Perf. cap. ii. p. 6z.) whofefymbolwas a lion. 
JOHPHUS lay., Ant. Jud.lib. ix. c. xiv. § 3. xii. c. V" § 5') that 
th!fe Cufeans were defiroyed by plaguti, and not by firl1lS. How 

• 

he came by this reading I cannot conceive; unlefs' he tranllatcd 
the Heb.- by • .Af~r. which he fonnd to be fometime~ ufed in 
a fenfe equh'alent to. "G'p.d" p£l!is .or plagll£' and then adopted 

• 

this Ivord as the moll: ~ommon, and bell: underll:ood. Though, 
in trud;, I fufpea it proceeded from a worre caufe. . . 

• fo 
• . .. •• 

• 

• 
• 
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fo advance in knowledge,· and ultimately fo, 
improve in piety, as to for(lke all their falfe 
deities, and confine themfelves to the wodhip 
of the Lord: and to the wodhip of Him 
only". 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, 
alld God the Holy Ghoa, be afcribed, as is 
moa due, all honour, glory, adoration, and 
praire; both now, and for ever-more. Amen • 

• s~~ P H~ WK', Commen:ary on 2 Kings xvii. +1. 

G 2 S E R-
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• 

• 

JE R. xxiv. 5· 7. • 

, 

>fhus faith the Lord the God of IFae/. I will 
acknowledge them, that are carried away 
captive of Judah; whom I have fent out of 
this place into f.he ltmd of the Chaldeans for 
their good. 

For I will Jet mine eyes upon them for good; 
• 

and I will hring them again to this land: 
aud I will huild them, and not pull them 
down; and 1 'Luill plant them, and not pluck 
them up. . 

And I will give them an heart to imo'llJ me, 
that I .am the Lord! and they )ball be 

. G 3 Illy 

• 
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my people, and I will be their God: for 
they }hall returII U1Ito me '<t,jlb ft'cir whole 
heart. 

T is natural to infer from the perfeCtions 
of the Deity, that all his djJjJenf<ltiou> 

of every }{ind, even thofe which teem the 

moO: fevere, are founded in mercr, and cal-
J 

culated for the benefit of mankind. Among 
thofe of the {everer fort, the captivity of the 
Jews fiitnds nearly in the foremofl: ran~. 

And yet this difpenfation,. however difirefs­
ful, the text afiures us, was defigned, " for 
their g90d ;" for the correcrion of their bafe 

, idolatry and wickednefs; and for their future 
improvement in pielY and virtue. And ill~ 

~eed, if w<: duly coniider its natural influ­
ell~e a,nd moral tendency, we iliall find 
it.a<hlpted, with exqtlifite propriety, to pro-

• 

~Gte that beneficent and graciolls end. 
The whole. Jewilh nation, both Judah 

and IfraeJ, had, as we have iCen, fo O:rong 
and O:range a propentJon to idolatry, that the 
former difpenfations,. with all their efficacy~ 
C'OllId neither correa nor ahate it ... Now, if 

this 

• 
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this propenfity was either excited or con­
firmed by that high opinion, which they 
always entertained of the deities of conquer­
ing nations, and particularly thofe of the 
Afiyrians; then their captivity under that 
nation mufi neceifarily contribute to open 
their eyes; and to point out the extreme folly 
of placing their dependance on (uch dei-

, 

ties. 
If they prided themfelves in their high 

privileges; if they imagined, as they cer­
tainly did, that, being the peculiar people 
of God, and inhabiting the city which he 
had made choice of for his peculiar refidence, 
they muit needs in confequence, let their 
moral charaeter fiand as it would, be always 
fecure of his favour and proteetion b; how 
fllily muit they be convinced or the empti­
nefs of this fophifiry, when they fOUhd their 
temple and city defiroyed; and themfelves 
cafi out into a heathen land; not only 
firipped of all their honours, but rendered 
objeets of contempt and reproach! 

b See Jer. vii •. j., 14' !\fie. iii. 1/. 

• 

G4 When 
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When the grand foundation of their pride 
and confiden~e was thus clearly removed 

• 

away, they began to "think more lobedy 
pf themfelves;" and beheld tb.:ir eon,JuG ill 
a different light, from that, in v,:hieh they 
h!ld feen it before, through, the medium of 
their fanner prejudices. For IlOW in t he it 
captive, difconfolatc fiate, they had fufilCicllt 
Ieifure to " think on their ways." And the -
calamities they fuffered in that fiate, woulll 
naturally'difpofe them to refleer with COIl­

cern on that long feries of iniquity and per­
yerfenefs, which had brought. thel~1 unGcr 
the preifure of this heavy judgment. Kow 
'! their. own wickednefs correGl:~d the\11, and , 

their backflidillgs repi'ovctt them; now they 
ll1ufi needs know and tee, that it was ,\11 evil . 

. thing. and bi~ter, that they had fodilken the 
Lord their God; and that his. fear had 110t bet:!~ 

in them 1Jl." An,e! how amazingly mufi the 
bitterqefs of this affiiClion be illcreafed, when. 
they conlidered~ that it was owillg tp their. 
own obn~lIacy! that their prophets had fre­
quently warned them of it, and firenuoufly 

'" Jcr. ii. 19. 

urged 
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urged them to guard againfi: it! There re­
ll1onfirances, however negleCted and defpifed 
before, were not now without their effeet. 
For in the land of their captivity, all that 
the prophets had formerly urged againft 
their profane and detefi:able praetices, revived 
afreih in t~1eir minds, and fouuded again in 
their ears; and their prefent abjeet, wretched 
condition (the prediCted cOllfeqnence of fuch 
praCtices) fupIe them deep into their hearts. 
And hence muO: arife an utter dctefiation of 
thofe {haOleflll idolatries and their concomi-, " , . . . 

tant vices, which they well knew was the 
pufe of their fllfferings. 

Knowing thell the caufe of their [uffer­
ings, they had nothing to do, but to quit 
their idolatries; and endeavour to regain the 
favour of him, who alone was able to relieve 
their difl:refks. But his favour they were 
ienfible cpu Id only be regained by making 
him th~ir fole Clod;' and conduetiilg their 
lives according to the tenO~lr of that Law, 
which he had anciently given them. Upon 
thefe confiderations then, it teems, they re-

pented 



, 

• 
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, 

pen ted themfelves; returned to the Lord; 
and vowed obedience to aU his commands. 

To guide and encourage them in the per-' 
formance of their vows, God continued his 
prophets among them; and authorized them 
to declare, that, if they carefully avoided , -
the manifold abominations, which they [l\V 

pracrifed in the land of their captivity; and 
kept themfelves faithful and fteady in the, 
1ervice of their God; he would then become 
" a fancruary to them" in the place they 
were in; and, at length, ,,' bring them" 
back to the land of Ifrael n;" where they 
1hould flourifh again in peace and righteouf­
nefs, as in former times. And this furely 

, was a motive of no fmall efficacy to preferve. 
them fixed and attcmive to their duty. For, 
as the hardfhips they felt continually prompt­
ed them to wifh for the return of thofe former 
days, wherein they lived in cafe and prof­
perity ; fo the conditions on which that re­
turn depended, muft neceffarily keep their 
thoughts awake; and their endeavours bent 

, 

on the accomplilhment of them. 
n Ezek. :Ii. 16, 17. 

If 

• 

, 

, 
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If they were tempted at any time to fall 
off from their allegiance to God; if they 
were threatened with danger, in cafe they 
refufed to join the idolatrous worlhip of the 
nations; yet, they could not but perceive, 
that it was as much their intereft, as it was 
their dutv, to reGft unto the end; and hold 

• 

faft their confidence without wavering. 
They had early evidence before them, that 

4' God was £till faithful" to his promifes, 
~, and would not fuffer them to be tempted 
ilbove that they were able; but would wit)1 
the temptation or danger, "either make a 
way" for them" to efcape," or cndow them 
with ilrength fufficient "to bear it 0," For 
the miraculous deliverance of the three can­
fefiors from the fiery furuacep, was not only 
a proof of God's attention to his faithful 

• 

fervants; but alfo a pledge that he would 
llever for{;lke them, in the trials they fuf· 
faed on his account. 

And tince the in11:ant terrours of perfe­
clltion and death were moll: likely to over-

" I Cor. x. 13. 
p Dan. iii. 16-18 • 

. 

3 come 
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come the weaknefs of nature, and beti'ay 
them into finfu! compliance; God therefore, 
in compaffion to their infirmities, and for 
the confirmation of their faith, vOllchfafed 
them a fecond infiance of his regard, in 
the wonderful protection of the prophet 
Daniel froin th\)' rage and power of the 
lions q, 

Now all thefe feafonable and marvellou9 
exertions manifefily contributed, not only to 
fix the Jews in a more fieady dependance on 
God and his providence; but alfo to ranfe 
and awaken the Gentiles into a lively fenfe 
of his majefiy and power r. This fenfe of 

. his greatnefs naturally excited in their minds 
\ fome degree of veneration for him; and per­

haps difpofed them to permit his people to 
worlhip him in their own way, with lefs 
moleftation, and without reproach. Nay, 
perhaps, they happily obtained, by the me­
diation of Daniel, fome farther indulgcnces . 

• 

For when he .advifed Nebuchadnezzar, ~t 
thc clofe Of the interpretation of OIlC of hi, 

~ Dan. vi. 18-'-23' 

.' Ibid. iii. 2'. iv. 37. vi. 26, 2i. 

dreams, 

• 
• 

• • 
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dreams, to " break off his fii1S by righteoul:' 
nefs," as a means of "lengthening his tran~ 
quillity;" he adds, " and thine iniquities by 
ihewing mercy to the poor':" not to the 
poor of his own people, as it is commonly 
l1l1derftood; but to the emphatically POOf 

and affiiaed Jews. And if we confider the 
regard, which he conHantly paid to his 
faithful counfeIIor; it is not improbable, 
that he took his advice ;at leaO: when he 

• 

came to his right mind; and granted them 
the fa\'our of a free toleration: which muft 
tend of courfe to promote their religion. 

But the caufe of religion was farther 
• 

firengthened, at this period, by many other 
concurring incidents: and more particularly, 
by thofe remarkable judgments, which the 
prophets foretold ihould befal, and which 
God accordingly infliaed upon, the kings 
of Babylon and other countries, \ .. ho arro­
gantly exaltedthemfelves againft him, and 
impioufiy defpifed his falutary admonitions. 
" For if God did not fpare" thefe fiubborn, 

• 

• Dan. iv. 27' Chald. l'JY Compo Pfal. xxxv. 19.-lxxiv . 
.21, &c. 

refraCtory 
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refraCtory Gentiles, " that finned; but caft 
them down" ignobly from their thrones: 
the Jews, who were peculiarly bound to 
obey him, could not but conclude, that he 
would make a moll: dreadful exam pIe of them, 
if they (bould frill be fo bafe as to " live un-
godly." And this conclufion mull: now 
frand the more confirmed, muft operate on 
their minds with more force, when they re­
colleCted the fate of their brethren in Egypt; 
who, by rejeCting the counfel of the prophet 

, Jeremiah, and obfiinately perfifiing in the 
• 

idolatries of that nation, miferably periihed 
in the fall thereoft, 

And fince they well knew, that the king­
dom, which themfelves were then fubjeCt: 
to, was likewife to undergo great revolu­
tions j it behoved them to attend the more 
ftriilly to their conduCt, lell: their vices 
ihOll1d involve them iil its approaching ca­
lamities. Repelltance and obedience were 

• 

their only fecurity. Nor is there any room 
to doubt, (for even the principle of {elf. pre-

• 

t Jer. >;liv. 11-28. PRIDEAUX'S Conned. p. i. b. iii. 
, 

..An. 573 •. 

fervation 
• 

• 
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1-;;rvation would effeB:ually lead them to it) 
that they laboured by obedience to make 
good their title to that gracious promife, 
which afiured them of protettiOl1 in thofe 
perilous times. "Fear thou not, 0 Jacob, 
my fervant; and be not difmayed, 0 Ifmel t 

f.lith the Lord: for I am with thee: though 
I make a full end of all the nations, whither 
I have driven thee; vet I will not make a • 
full end of thee: I will not leave thee how • 

• 

. ever wholly unpunifhed; but will correa 
thee in" fuch "rt1eaiure," as is l1ecefiary to 
reform thee u. ' 

And heuce arofe another and very power~ 
ful motive, to induce them to proceed with 
diligence and vigour, according to the intent 
of this merciful difpenfatien,' in the improve. 
ment of their heart and lives. For furely thf:Y 
could Jlot but correa their misdoings, and 
thew themfelves " zealous of good works;" 

• 

when they underilood that their affliaions 
and diftreifes were to abate, in proportion as 
they advanced in the ways of piety. . 

U Jcr. "lvi. 27, ,g. 
But 



• 
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. But the!ewere not the only ellcourage~ 
ments, which God,' in his goodllefs; pro.:: 
pofed to their obedience. Higher motives 
were placed in their view. "There were 
given unto them exceeding great and precious 
promifes x:;; the promife of refl:oration into 
their own land; the promife of plenty; hap~ 
pinefs, and fecurity in that;, land; and the 
promife of a glorious flate ahd fettled go~ 

verntnent utlder their owil king; the 
Meffiah 1. "Having therefote thefe great 
and preciouspromiles;" that by theni 
they might be perfuaded to reform their 
lives; they mufl: needs be folicitous to 
"efcape the corruption that was theil iii 

, 
the world, through" the prevailing influence 
of" luft·" and iiolatry l they muft needs be 
folicitous to'~, cleanfe themfelves from all 
filthinefs of the flefli and fpirit; perfeaing 
holitief:i ill the fear of God a," and ill gtati.; 
tude for his abundant mercies; 

• p" 2 et.I.4. 
7 Jer. xxiii. 3---6. 
~ I' . 1 et. 1. 4. 
Ie" 2 or. VU. I. 

-

• 

Ezek. xxxit. H"':"31; 

.' 
• 

Apd 

• 
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• 

And though fcveral occurrences illter~ 
,'elled, which, to thofe who judged accord. 
ing to the ordinary cour[e of things, might 
feeItl to ob!hnCl: thefe promifed bleffings; 
yet, to this people they all appeared, by the 
light of prophecy; to be " working toge .. 

• 

ther far their good." For every revolution 
that threw the nations down in the world, 
was a ptel ude to the future advantemeilt of 
Judah. And they had the comfort to fee, 

• 

under all revolutions; that fome perfons of 
their dwn body were furprifingly advanced 
into power and authority, to patronize aild 
defend their caUfe: which, as it fhewed, ott 

• 

God's part, great attention to the welfare of 
the Jews; mufi: naturally excite on theits a 
proportionable regard for his honour anil 
~lory.· . 
u , 

Sueh was the difpen[ation of the caPti~jtj 
in Babylon: and [\teh wer~ the meafures 
ivhith God employed, under that difpenfa'­
tiOn, for the recovery and reformation of 
his people. And as both J udall and Ifracl 
were to be reunited; and reformed' together; 
fo the means c'oncerted for their convedlon 
• 

. VoL. 11,. W aild 
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, 
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and improvement were equally applied to 
both. To forward their union the more 

. readily, and to make the application to them 

• 

the more eafy; God had previoufly and wifely 
ordained, that both of them {hould be thrown, 
in great numbers, into the fame countries: 
where, lofing their former difiinCtion h, and 
mixing together as one people, they enjoyed 
the benefit of the fame difcipline, and the 
fame means of infiruCtion in righteoufilefs. 

How well thefe means were adapted to 
correa their errours, to improve their man­
ners, and to engage, them in the fervice of 
the true God, is apparent from what h3' 
been already delivered. And how effeCtually 
they operated to this glorious end, is now 

, 

become a matter of admiration. Idolatry 
cured among them; their attachment to 
God grew firong and inviolable; and their 
zeal for his honour aCtive and permanent. 
In confequence hereof, when they were 

. .' ' 
• Of their reconciliation and union we have this remarkable 

• 

proof: viz. that in the expiatory facrifices made at Jerufaletn upon 
-their return, "t~e1ve he-goats are f.1id to have been offered, ac-
-cQI'dnil: tg the twe1~e tribes of Ifrael." Ezr. vi. 1.6, 17. 

, refrored 
• , . • - , 
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tefiored again to their own land, they 
thought it not. fufficienf, merely to rebuild 
the temple at Jeruialem ; but, in the warmth 
of their piety, proceeded farther; and ereaed 
fynagogues in difFerent cities, where the law 
was read on every fabbath, and other aas of 
devotion were performed. Hereby the tru& 
knowledge of God and Iii~ religion was ini· 
proved and confirmed among them; the 
praCtice of their duty was impreffed and en­
forced upon them; and their abhorrence and 
detefratioll of idolatty became more fixed, 
refolute, and determined. 

Now, while thofe, who retumed to Ju. 
deaf were thus zealous in the fervice ofGon; 
and fetting forth the honour of his ma­
jefry, in .their own land; the others, who 
remained behind, were bufied in reforining 
the neighbouring nations; and improving ill 
their minds, thofe exalted fentiments of 
the fllpreme Being, which his late extraordi .. 
nary and marvellous interpofitions had raifel! , 
and excit~d among them. . . 

• 
Being 

, 
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Being now properly qualified for the work~ 

both thefe bodies of Jews were appointed a 
kiild of priefis preachers of righteoufnefs, 
and publiihers of the true religion. to the 
four rifing monarchies. For the readier dif-

, 

charge of this high office, and the further-
ance . of the end defigned, they were oc-

-

rationally intermixed with the feveral na-
tions; and providentially difperfed through 

-

aU the provinces of thefe mighty kingdoms: 
where, being often difiinguifhed by eminent 
favours,_ they were enabled to convey and 
fpread their infiruaions with greater effect 

-

and advantage. 
During the Babylonian and Medopedian 

empires, they not only ,made a co~fider .. 
able improvement in the religion of the 
peopl~, -who were more immediately their 
fellow - fubjeas ; - but aifo communicated 
their notions and cufioms to thofe illqui­
fttive philofophers 'and renowned legifla.-
~ 

tors, who frequently travelled through thefe 
flouriihing ftates for the acquifition of 
higher -knowledge; and who, it is plaint 
,: ,; 3 '- ' adopted 
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-

adopted many of their doCtrines and prac~ 

tices themfelves <, and then recommended 
them to the notice of others, when they re~ j 
turned into their own countries. 

Under the Grecian empire again, as the 
Jew~ were favoured with fome extraor­
dinary privileges, and often placed itl a 
very confpicuous point of view, fo their 

" 

religion and manners became of courfe 
more obferved, and more accurately en­
quired into, efpecially by the curious and 
learned; who were then numerous in mo11: 
parts of the world, and more particularly in 
Greece and Egypt. 

And about this time, that is, in the reign 
of Ptolemy Philadelphus, their curiofity and 
improvement were moll: remarkably pro .. 
vided for, by a tranflatiollof the Hebrew 
Scriptures, or at leafl: of the five books of 
Mofes, into the Greek language. And as 
it appeared, when they were tranfiated 

, See GALE'S Court of the Gent. p. r. b. III. c. ix. &c. 
W ITS"II Egyptiac. lib. iii. c. xiii. AUI[. YOl."IW'S Differ!. 
\01. I. p. 292. 

• 
lOto 
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into that langU<J.ge, that thefe books of 
Mofe~ and the Prophets ~, contained not 
only obfcure thingsD and what particularly 
concerned ~he Jewilh ibM; but alfo 

, 

thing~ of a ~or~ fplendid nature, qnd 
defcriptive of the fortunes pf diverf~ king­
qom~ d;" fo is there no doubt to be made, 

o but that thefe matters rendered them va­
luable in the eyes of the world; caufed 
them to be read with diligence and atten.,. 
tiOl~; pnd to be fometimes, perhaps, con. 
fulted with rev~rence ~y thofe fev~ral 11a­
~ions, whp foupd themfelves intere!l:ed ill 
their contents. 

And finally, when it \VaS the fate of 
J ude;t ~o be requced qt lellg~h to a Roman 
provill~e s this people and their religion 
becap1~ no, lefs known to the fubj~a:s of 
that mighty ~mpir~, than they ha.d been 
befoTy to other frates. Fpr the indulgence, 
whicl1 they every where obtained, of living 
according to their own laws, and ufing their 
pwn rites flnq ~ere!llonies, fpeedily con .. 

~ See ALLIX!S ReB, O! tile Old Teft. b. ii. p •• j.!. 
o 

, o veyed 
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veyed a general knowledge of their .tenets, 
cufioms, and infiitutions, to all the people 
around them. 

Thus then were the Jews, under the 
four great fuccefiive monarchies, eminently 
infrrumental in reforming, . enlightning, 
and improving the world. And though 
they were never able to convert a whole , 
nation together to their church, and make 

. their rei igion the particu lar eftabli!hed re­
ligion of the country; yet they gained every 
where an infinite number of profelytes to 
their law; atid many more to the belief 
and acknowledgment of the one fupreme 
and true God; which was the principal thing 
then required . 
. Nay, even the nations, who frill con",: 

tinued £laves to idolatry, were highly in­
debte<l, though they knew it no~, to the 
benign influence of this falutary difpenfation. 
For what were thofe exalted improvements, 
which were made, through the comfe of 
this period,. in civil and religious know­
ledge; and which, by the application of phi. 

H 4 lof()pher~ .. , 
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lofohers, amazingly thinned the darknefs of 
heathenifin ; but lucid emanations, conveyed 
by tradition, or perhaps derived by a nearer 
way, from this full and copious fountain of 
light·? And what were thofe refined ·infii" . , 
tutes of moralIty, planned by the moil: re-
nowned legi11ators, and efl:ablilhed in fe~ 

veral heathen countries, but chiefly tran-
• • 

[cripts from the Mof.1ic laws f? So that this 
glorious difpenfation, like the fUll, while it 
i1lOne on one country with meridian rays~ 

and on others in proportion to their difiance 
from it; threw forth moreover fome beam& 
of light, that bent belQW the horizon; and 
thereby cheered that thick gloom, in which 
thofe people were involved, who had not 
yet the happinefs to behold its orb. 

Hence we fee, th;1t the moil: difiant na-: 
tions were far from beil1g negleaed or dif ... 
reg~rded by the Lord; though he was pe~ 

• Vide MARSilAM. Canon. ehron. SecuI. ix. Tit. Lex. Mo· 
• • • 

(nica. p. 150, &c. et authores ibi Iaudatos. 
f Vide Hun. Demonflr. Evallg. Propofit. iv. cap. "i. p! 

153, &c. PETIT. Com. in Leg. Attic~ GROT. ill Matth. v. 28. 

'ct d~ Verit. Chrifl; lib. i.§ 15. ~ 
L ..• '. culiarly 

• 
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culiarly attentive and favourable to the Jews~ 
Indeed the favours conferred on them, were 
properly favours to the whole world. They 
were chiefly means to infirutt and to im­
prove the Jews, that they might be quali­
fied to infirua and to improve others; that 
they might become fit infiruments in the 
hand of God, for the propagation of the re­
ligion they had in trufi: the benefit of 
which other nations reaped almofr in an 
equal degree, whether this people flood 
faithflll to their truft, or· fell for their 
neg1eCl: and violation of it. Nay their fall, 
jn truth, that is, their perverfenefs and apof­
taGes, contributed rather to the [peedier ac-

• 

compli1hment of this deugn, than could well 
have been expeCted even from their fteadi. 
nefs. For to what did their defeCtions ulti • 
• 

Jnately tend; but to ftlpply the Deity with 
more frequ~nt oecafions to exert himfelf, in 
the correCtion of their predominant errours 
and vices! But their errours and vice, were 
the erroms and vices of aI/ mankind. And 
therefore thofe wonderful exertions, which 

God 
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God employed for the reformation of the 
Jews,. were equally adapted to the conver­
fion I of the Gentiles, among whom they. 
lived. Nor did they fail of their intended 
effecl:. For hereby, "the name of ·the 
Lord became extenfively known among the 
heathen; and his greatnefs acknowledged by 
many people." 

From what has been advanced it appears, 
I hope· that God, as the common father of 
all, made ample provifion for the infiruc­
tion. of all; fo far as either their necefiities 
required, or their capacities would admit. 
It is true· indeed, that, throughout thefe 
various difpenfations of his providence, he 
a8:ed with a fpecial regard to the Jews; and 
interefi.ed himfelf remarkably in their wel-

• 

fare. But neverthelefs, it is undeniably ma-
nifeft, from the tenour of his proceedings, 
that he was not unmindful of other na­
tions. Several inftances have already oc­
curred of his general concern for all man­
kind; and feveral more might eafily be pro­
du~:d of his particular regard to the Gen-

. :.. tiles. 
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tiles. 'What are all the exhortations and 
warnings delivered by the prophets to the 
furrouuding nations, but fo many infiances 
of this truth? But why do I mention thefr? 
For what was there done, of any moment, 
towards the conviCtion and recovery of the 
Jews, that did not extend, and proportion­
ably contribute to the reformation and im­
provement of the Gentiles? The miracles 

. wrought in Egypt were {uch as the whole 
world had a concern in; and fuch as the 
whole world either beheld .or heard of. The 
wonders afterwards performed in Canaan 
" declared the glory of God to the heathen; 
Olnd manifefred his power to numerous 
people Il." He diicovered himfelf to the 
Syrians both by goodnefs hand feverity i; 
and the Afiyrians were likewife eye-witnefies 
of his majefry k. Lafrly, the miracles dif­
played jn Baby Ion made him known, 110t 

only throughout that province; but even 

, PCal xcvi. 3' 
h:: Ki/lgs v. 8-19-

i Ibid. xx. 28, 29-. 
k Ib ,·,·'1 .. . -~,,~, • 

through 

" 
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through the extent of the Babyloniih em." 

• 

pire I. Thefe miracles, it is granted, were 
principally performed in favour of the Jews; 
and to engage them in the fervice of their 
mighty protea:or. But then it muft be al­
lowed, that- they were alfo adapted, as they 
were farther intended, to correa: the idola-

" " 

trous notions of the Gentiles; to convince 
them, that the God, who could do fuch 
wonders, muir be- far fuperior to all gods; 
and confequently, that it was their intereft 
to join his people, in order to fhare his 
favour and bleffing. Upon thefe principles, 
the beft difpofed and rboir collfiderate among 
them gradually forfook their idols; and came 
in to the Lord from all quarters of the uni. 
verfe. For thus we are affi.tred by thofe, 
who were themfelves eye-witlleffes of the 
faa: "that devout men," i. e. worihippers 
of the God of Ifrael, met together at Jeru­
faIem, "out of every nation under heavenm." 

This was the great and glorious end, 
, 

which the Almighty had always in view, 
1 .•• .' 

Dan. 111. 29' VI. 2 5-=i'" 
. '" .ACls ii. 5. 

• 

" 

, 
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in his (everal tranfaClions with mankind. 
And therefore, when he had finally ac­
compliihed this gracious end; when he had 
acquired a people out of every nation; had 
redeemed them from their " bondage to the 
elements of the world;" and had brought " 
them to the obedience and acknowledgement 
of himfelf; he then with-held his hand for 
a time, and elafed up this fiupendaus difpen­
£Cltion. 

And now, 
" Bleifed be the Lord God of Ifrael, who 

alone could, do fuch wondrous things; and 
bleiIe:d be the name of his m,~efl:y for ever: 
Mayall the earth be filled with his maJefiy! 
Amen, A,men n.'~ 

• peal.lxx. IS, 19 • 

• 

S E R-
, 
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SERMON XVII. 

J 0 H N iii. 2. 

Rabbi, we know that thou art fl teacher come 
from God: for no mall can do theft miracles 
tlJat thou doo/l, except God he wjth hjm • 

• 

. Have endeavoured, in the courfe of the 
preceding LeCtures, to illuftrate the na .. 

ture, intent and propriety of that vall: and 
extenfive chain of miracles, which runs 
through~he Old Teftament. If we pur[ue 
the progrefs of divine adminiftration, an4 
enter into the New Teftament; we lhall 
there ¢if cover another remarkable chain Qf 

I miracles-t 

. , 

• 
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miracles; different indeed from the formel; 
• 

in their genius and complexion; but equally 
fuited to anfw,er the end they were intended 
to ferve. For thofe, which we have already 
confide red , were not more properly adapted 

- to prove;" that Jehovah is the one true God1 
• • , 

the CR EATOR and GOVERNOR of the world; 
than thefe, which now come to be difcufied; 
are to demonftrate, that Jefus Chrift is the 
promifed Meffiah, the Redeemer alid Saviour 
of mankind. 

But we muft not advance too abruptly: ; 
• 

For fince ~he propriety of the miracle~ de,. 
. -

pends" in ~ great meafure, 011 the nature of 
the dochines, which they were wrought to 
atteft; and fince thofe doCtrines have like­
wife a manifeft reference to the moral flate 

- . 

and condition of the world; it is hence pre .. 
:viouity'requifite, that we fuould take a dif" 
tinct and 'particular view of the real fituatiotl 
0f mankind, at the time of the commence .. 

-

inent of this -new difpenfatioll '" ,that we may 
, be abl~ to jl1dge what was fit and necdfary 

ts be'done,for the. promotion arid accoll1plilh .. 
.ntlll, of ,that defign, which is the''profefied 

purpof~ 
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purpo[e of its inil:itutioll: that is, what v,,'as 
proper and necefiary to be done, for the 
fpiritual improvement of mankind; for their 
prefent virtue and comfort, and for their fu­
ture perfection and happinefs. 

Now, though the prece?ing. difpenfation 
of providence, as it reclaimed the Jews, and 
enlightened the Gentiles, was of great and 

• 

fignal advantage to the world; and aEtually 
. lefiened, in a good degree; the bafeneis and 

mifery of mankind; yet was it defectirc in 
• 

fe.'cral particulars l1eCeH~lry to the perfectioll 
and completion of their felicity. As it was 
originally adapted to the difiinct circum­
fiances, and principally calculated for the 
fpecial benefit, of one particular people; it 
mufi therefore be, of courfe, unfuitable and 
inadequate to the general neceilities of all: 
even fuppoGng, that all had been fa wife, at­
tentive, and indufirious, as to make the befl: 
;md mofi proper ufc of it, that it was capable 
of being applied to. But the truth of the 
cafe is;< tbat both parties, Jews as well a 
Gentiles, were highly blamable in thi5 
refpect. They wilfu~ly negleCted, debafed 

VOL. II. 1 and 

< 
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and corrupted thofe falutaty doCl:rines and 

, 

infiruaiolls they had received; and confe-
quelltly funk, both in knowledge and pra· 
tice, far below that meafure of improvement, 
whereunto the difpenfation, under which 
they lived, was intended and adapted to ad" 
vance them. 

For the Jews, notwithftanding their in. 
duftry in making profelytes, and confequently 
in extending the knowledge and worfhip of 
the true God, yet groilly perverted the wife 

, 

and pious intentions of his law; and ren-
dered it in a manner void and ufclefs. They 
laid the principal ftrefs upon, and confined 
their obfervance chiefly to, the external, 
ihowy, and lefsmomentous parrs of it; 
whilfi they negle8:ed the internal, weighty, 
and fubll:antial, to an all:onifhing and fhame­
ful degree. In fupport of thefe proceedings 
they ran out into vain fpeculations; and 
thence formed fuch delufive comments- 011 

the divine commands, as quite enervated 
their forte and efficacy: and at length con­
firmed this mode ofinterpretation by ground-

'" Iefs traditions, and the authority of the Rab­
bins • 

• 

, 

• 
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hihs. "Thus they made the comma!lclments 
of God of none," or almoft " none effeCt, 
by their fot:)lilh fpeculations and "tradi.­
tions 0:" A nel, though they retained "the 
form of godlinefs, were generally {hangers 
to the power of it p." 

III the mean time, the Gentiles, though 
imprbved in civil knowledge1 and advanced 
in the cultivatiol1 of facial viltues, were yet 
involved in dangerous errours with regard 

. to religion and a moral life. Nay indeed, 
when civi'l k110wiedge ihcreafed amotlg them, 
religious knowledge (which is fomethil1g 
firange) declined, abated, and 10ft ground q. 

Dutil1g the fimplicity of remoter times, 
men thought it their dut),; and made it 
their pta8:ice, to adhere to thofe venerable 
and renowned principles; which had 
been carefully inculcated by their an­
ceftors; nl1d wete looke:l upon as of divine 

• Matth. X\ .. 6. Mark '\Iii. '3, 
p 2. Tim. iii. 5' See more in Bp. LAW'S Theory of ReI. 

Pan II. p. 166. Note ('). 
q See this proved at large in LELA '{D'S Ad\'antagc of th 

Chriili'Jl'i. Reli&ion; vol. 1. .hap. ](x. p. 417, &c. 8ro. 
I 2 original. 
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origitlal. But when learning and philofophy 
began to flouriih; it made them captious, 
vain, and arrogant ready to difpute every 
point, and to call in quefrion all former po­
Dtions. \Vhen " they became thus fceptical 
• • 

and "vain in their imaginations," they 
either defpifed thofe genuine and truly 
fublime doCtrines, which had pailed down 
from ancient ages; or corrupted them by 
falfe and bafe mixtures. So," profeiling 
therpfelves wife, the.y became fools r "ex-
• 

travagant ill theory, and degenerate in prac-
• 

• 
tlce '. 

Not that I would be thought to intimate, 
as if all good principl'es were extinCt among 
them, and 110 traces of virtue to be found: 
For that would be injurious to their real 
character, and contradiCtory to the truth of 
things. Some general notions, relating to 
.the exifrence and attributes of the Deity; 

, 

fame general ideas .of a governing provi-
dence, confrantly infpeCting the behaviour 

• 

, R • \om.1. 2Z. . 

· • Vide CLERIC. Pro]. Ecc. Hilt. Sed. II. ?llosHiM. de reuus 
• • 

Chriilianis ante Conllantinum. cap. i. § 21, .. 

• and 

• 
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and condua of mankind, fiill remained uno' 
extinguilhcd among them. And thefe no­
tions, however ob{cmed, or however de­
bafed, fai.1ed not, to produce fome laudable 
ctlecrs, in· laying refhaints on vice and 
wickednefs; and keeping up the face of order 
and regularity in every fiate. But the point 
I would inculcate is this that what pailed 
for religion among the heathens, had no re­
ference to the true God; and no t:,rther re­
gard to good morals than the interefr of the 
Hate required. And therefore, as Seneca 
well obferves, "that man mufi: fall in­
finitely {hart of the perfeaion of virtlle, who 
meafured his goodnefs by legal right, and 
the public infiitutions of his country t." 

And though it 1hould be remembered, to 
the laiting honour of buman nature, that 
there are feveral in fiances recorded of men, 

, ~am anguita innoccntia ell:, ad legem bonum elfe? ~anto 
latius officionnn patet, quam jl1ris regula? O!!am multa pieta~, 

humanitas, libcralitas, jUllitia, fides exigul1t, qu;e omnia extra 
publicas tabulas (u:lt? SENEC. de Ira, lib. ii. cap. xxvii. 

I 3 ,v11o, 
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who, prompted DY a h~ppy difpofition of 
temper, and guided by the diCtates of fu", 
perior Teafoll, pra8:ifed higher apd more 
exalted virtu66, than ever were pre(cribed by 
dle laws of the fiate; yet it muft {WI be 
<;onfeffed, that thefe illfiances are compara­
tively few; and that the bulk of the people 
did not live up even to that fiandard of moral 
goodnefs, \~hich was erected and efiablithed 
,for the rule of their aftiems. ..\nd had they 
!ldvanced to its full height, how very low 
wQul~ they have then flood on the fcale or 
afceDt of virtue! For the laws alld infiitll .. 
tions of every C0111munity, however excellent 
in fame refpeCts, were extremely defe8:i~'e in 
others. They were <Ill fundamentally wrong 
in that Illaiq hrallch of moral duty, which 
regards the iervice, wQrQ1ip, and !)QoratiQn, 
that we owe to the grflat and true God, 
Ti1ey 'Yere al[o wrong in the excefiive in­
dqlgellce, w~ich they freely allowed to the 

~enfl1al and yi~ious. paffious. And they were 
no lefs wrong in providing rather for the in:-

. . , 
terell: , ' . 
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t.erefi of the fiate, than for the improvement 
of human nature. 

Nor was philofophy, with all its admirecl 
excellencies", ever able, either to fl1pply the 
manifold defeB:.s of thefe laws, or to correct 
their pernicious errours. It had time enough 
to try its ftrength ; and to exert, to the full, 
its boaned powers. But it tried and laboured 

• 

in vain For, after all its efforts, it " was 
• 

found "",anting:" being often dubious about 
feveral points of importance to be fcttled; 
and always too weak to enforce even thofe, 
which it judged and knew to be right. 

Sinc(: it appears then, that the MOf.1ic in­
fiitution was fo far perverted and depraved 
by the Jews, as to have loft nearly its whole 
effeCt on their fentiments, difpofitions, and: 

• 

manners: and that the laws and inftruCliolls 
delivered to the Gentiles, were infufficient to 
lead them to the right knowledge and prac­
tice of their duty: how needful was it for 
thereformatioll and improvement of man-

• Vide CICEKON. Tufcul. Difpur. lib. ii. cap. iT. et v.lib. ii~ 
<:ai" iii. lib. iv. cap. xxxviii. lib. v. cap. ii. 

I 4 kind, 

• 
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kind, that fome higher, more perfccr, and 
more powerful difpenfltion ihotl1d be at 

length introduced and ell:ablii11ed in the 
world! And how extremely gracious mull: 
it be it? the Deity, to fupport the ferious, con­
templative, and faithful, by clear and repeated 
afiiuances, known to the Gentiles x as well 

• 

as the Jews, that he had compaHlonately de-
termined, at a proper feafon, to fend one 
from heaven to promulgate and eftabliih fuch 
a difpenfation among them r. ' A difpenlltion 
that fhould extend to the whole human race; 
that ihould correcr the mill:akes, errours, and 
prejudices, under whi,ch they laboured; that 
thould fllpply the defecrs of the former in­
ftitutions; and convey to the worl9 every 
thillg requiGte to life and godliilefs. 

\ \Vhat thefe requilites were, may ealily , 
--'; be deduced from the fitllation and eircum-, 

fiances that we find the world to have been .. 

now in. And here it is obvious to remark, 
~hat when mankind forrook their idols, and 

~ PLATON. Alcibiad. 2. in fine. ].UIBLIC, de ViI. PYTHA-
• 

~OR£, cap. xniii. p. I 2~, &c. Ed. Kufrer_ " , , . ., -
• 

, became , . . . 

-
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became acquainted with the true God, they 
became likewife fenfible of the manifold of..; 
fences they had committed againfl: him; and 
confequently fenGble of the great and ahfo­
lute lJeed they had, of obtaining his pardon 
aBd forgivenefs of them. B~lt the affi.lrance 
of his pardon they could no otherwife obtain 
than by an exprefs declaration from himfel£ 
And, as no declaration of that kind, 110 ge­
neral promife of pardon on repentance, bad , 

been made to the world at large before; it 
was therefore manifefl:ly the firO: thing, 

-
which the flate and condition of mankind 
now required to be done for them. But 
~hen it was only the fi rfl:. 

For fuppofc this neceility fllpplied .fup­
pofe that God, overlooking thofe times of 
ignorance and errour, had declared his for­
givenefs of their paft fins, and his readinefs 

(/0 accept them on their fillccre repentance; 

yet, what would that avail, ulllefs they alfo 
clearly undcrfl:ood how to ferve him accept-

• 

ably for the future? And how was it pomble 
for them to underil:and this, unlefs he gave 

them 

, 



, 
uz S E R M 0 N X VII. 

them fuch a plain, perfect and complete rule 
of life, as would infallibly direct them to all 
the duties, which he required at their hands? 
Such a rule then was another thing they flood 
in need of, as a necefiiuy guide in the ways 
of godlinefs. - ,-

Now let us admit, that they had accord. 
ingJy obtained fuch a rule of life; had got 
fuch a perrett fyfiem of morals aaually de. 
livered to t em; yet the known and expe. 
rienced wealle(s of their nature would have 
foon ~nd fenfibly convinced them, that they 
were far from being equal to the difficulties 

• 

of their duty;, to the praB:ice of that moral 
rule. And then, what fignified the rule. 
or where was the ufe and benefit of the 
fyfiem, uniefs they were fupplied at the f.1me 
time with an addition of lhength, fufficient. 
to enable them to obey its directions? This 
fllPply of grace then, to aid and firengthel1 
the infirmities of nature, was another thing 
illdiipenf.1bly requifite for the attainment of 

. holinefs, and confequent]y of eternal hap* 
pinefs •. 

jut 

-
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But fllppoie likewife, that they were ac~ 
t:ordillgly endowed with this necefhry ad~ 
diti011 of il:rength, and enabled to aCl: in pur~ 
fuance of the precepts delivered to them; 
yet, as the allurements of [cnfe led them 
af1:ray, and continually prompted them to 
!uifappl y their abilities; and as the fauCtions 
of nature were too light to counter·balance 

, 

the force, and to reil:rain the influence~ of 
'thefe allurements; [0 it hence plaillly 
follows, that they had great need of fome 
weightier motives to determine their choice, 
and keep them invariably ill the road of 
duty: motives fufficient, as well to deter 
them from the pudl1it of vice under its mo!1: 
engaging appearances; as to animate and 
excite them to the praCl:ice of virtue under 
the mofi prefiing, and formidable difcourage. 
!11ellts. But fuch motives could only be 
derived from the clear profpeCl: of another 
fiate; in which they were to partake of hap. 
pillefs or mifery to all eternity according to 
their temporal conduCl:; according as they 
~i[chargcd or ncgle8:ed the duties, that were 

here 
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, 

here prefcribed to them. This profpeCl: there~ 
fore of a future fiate of rewards and punilh­
mentii was another point, which the interefi 

, 

of virtue, and 'the fecurity of human hap-
, 

pinefs, evidently required to be cleared up, 
and laid open to the view of the world. 

, 

But fiill, as the bulk of mankind had no 
conception of being either happy or mifer­
able hereafter, but in the fame bodies they 

, 

poftefs here, which yet they obferved to be 
, 

defiroyed by death Y; fo it feems to be more-
over llcceffary, to give. thefe motives their 
full weight, that proper affurancc {bould 
be conveyed to the world of a general refilr­
rcttion to come when every ioul is to be 
clothed again with its own body, to receive 

, y In rerram enim cadcntibus corporiblls, hif'lllC hll010 rcctis, 
e quo dictum ctl humari, fub terra ccnfcbant reliquam vitam agi 
;r,l'rtuorum-T::ntum'lllC r"lui! crror-ut, corpor:1 eremata cum 
(cirent, lamen ea fieri aptlll intt,..)s fin~eren~, qll~ fine corporibus 
nec fieri polTent, nee intclligi. Animos cnim per feipfos \'ivcn-

, tes non poternnt mente comple.'1i; formam alilU:1m figllfamqlle 
1u:trcbant. C1CERON1S Tufcul. Dit?~t. lib. i. cap. xvi. 

the 
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the things done in that body, whether they 
were good or evil. 

Such then, and fa many things were nc­
celIary to the reformation and improvement 
of the world: things, which the former dif­
penfatiot15 either left wholly unftlpplied; or, 
at beft, fupplied iIi fo imperfeCt a manner, 
as to be of little fervice in the conduct of 
life. 'Whenever therefore that perfeCt dif-

. penfation took place in the world, which 
God had promifed finally to efiablifu; which 
was formed to fllpply all the deficiences of 
former inftitlltions ; and to conduct:, mankind 
to the perfeCl:ion of virtue, as the means of 
attaining the perfection of happinefs: whell­
ever, I L1Y, that revelation appeared unto 
men, which was thus intended to reform 
and improve them; we are unavoidably led 
to pre(ume, that the forementione'd articles, 
[0 neceflary to the accompliihment of its 
grand defigll, muft make a confiderable part 
of its contents: muft be laid down therein 
with full preciiion; and propofed with au· 
thority to 'the belief of the world. . 

But 



-
• 

IW S E R M 0 N. XVII. 
But then it is to be obferved, that no au,; 

thority could induce the world to accept 
thefe articles; as the declarutions of God 1 

but that which could exhibit futIicient evi­
dence of their being really delivered by him. 
And fince miracles alone Were looked upon 
by mankind, as fuch a perfeCt and f.-uisfac­
tory evidence; it necefijrily follows from 
the reafoll of things, that this revelation 
fhould be confirmed by miracles: by miracles 
appropriated to the doClrines it contained; 
and adapted to exemplify their truth and 
certainty. For we are by no means to efieem 
miracles. though I fear we are too apt to 

efteem them, as mere arbi trary, randOll) 
ach; refulting from the divine will and 
pleafure; but as neccffilty, detern'lil1ate and 
rational aCls~ direered by the couuiel of wif­
qom, and accommodated to the nature of 
thofe feveral points; which they were de­
figned to confirm and fupport. 

Now this being the cafe; if any perron 
Qtould eVer appear under the ch<ll'aCl:er 0,' 

that prophet. that waS to come into the 
\yorld ; 



, 
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world; under the charaCl:er, I mean, of the 
promifed Mefliah; as the end of his million 

, 

necefiarily required, that he {hould, among 
other things, make a full and perfea revelation 
God's will to mankind, and confirm that reve-

, 

lation by appropriate miracles; fa the truth of 
his million muil of courfe depend on the cer­
tainty of his fo doing. And therefore aU 
claitns to that title are beft and faoncil de~ 
t,ermined by a ftria application to this fimple 
rule. 

Now, of all the perrous, who afi"umed to 
themfelves the chara8:er of the Meffiah, 
]efus of Nazareth is the only one, whofe 
claim deferves our regard. This man, if 
it be lawful to call him a man, who was 
truly " the fon of God," made a very ex­
traordinary figure in the world. His birth 
was attended with many great, wonderful, 
and illuilrious occurrences z: fuitable to 

the dignity of the defcent he claimed; and 
fitted to awaken the attention of the world 

• Matth. ii. 21. Luke ii. 9~14. 
, 

to 
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to what he 010uld in time perform. At 
a proper (ea(on he entered on his mini{l:ry 
with the public and lignal approbation of 
heaven a: and, in the courfe of it, opened 
to the world a new and afi:onifhing [cene of 

. things. "He went about teaching in 
the fynagogues, and preaching the gofpc1 of 
the kingdom;" the glad tidings of ap­
proaching falvation. "And," to confirm 
and illufrrate thde tidings, he repeatedly 
" healed all manner of ficknefs, and al1 
manner of difeafe among the people h." 

III a word, he performed an infinite num­
ber of miracles; and, on the authority of 
thofe miracles, efrablifhed' a more perfeD: 
infiitution of Religion even filch as pre­
tends to fupply and fill up all thedefici-

• 

encies .of the preceding diipenf.ltions; and 
to adminifrer every thing, in abundant 
meafure, that is l1ecef1ary to the impro\'c­
ment, the perfeCtion. and the happincf; of 
man. 

"Mah"'6 M' r tt.1II.1,17. ar.J. 10, II. L I '" 
Ul\~ hI . .:~. 

b M h' .. att • IV. 23·-IX• 35' 
.. . 

2 • Tilde 
• 

• 
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Thefe are [uch weighty, and interefi. 

ing pretenlions, as render the Gofpe! highly 
worthy of our 1110fl: ferious regard, and 
attentive confideration. And fince it ap­
pears to be fo much our concern, we {hall 
therefore make it our future bufinefs, to 
infpeet and examine its contents; in order 
to fee how far it really ani\vers all thefe 
great and mighty pretenfiol1s, to \vhich it 
is continually making claim. "fhough the 
fubjeet is wiele, yet the whole of our inquiry 
may completely be reduced to thefe two heads. 

I. " Whether the doetrines of the Gofpe! 
do in faet aifert, that J cfus Chrifl: has fup­
plied the world with all thofe me:lm, which 
we have now fpecified to be necefiary to 
lillvation ?" 

• 

And, if fo, 
z. "Whether the miracles therein re· 

corded do fllfficiently prove the truth of thefe 
doctrines; and evince to the world, that 
their author is able efteCtllally to fave and to 
blefs thofe, who place their trufl: aud con-
iidence in him t' 

VOL. 11. 

• 
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, 
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If thefe points appear upon examination 
to be well grounded, and firmly fupported ; 
then will there remain not the leaft doubt, 
that Jeflls Cluill: is the predicted Meffiah; -
the great " prophet that ihould come into 
the world:" and that his Golpel is that 
lail: and perfea difpenfation, which was de­
figned for the recovery of all mankind: 
and which, in confequence of that defign, 
'~thoroughly fllrnilhes" them with all the 
means, and powerfully encourages them 
by all reafonable motives, to live foberly, 
righteoufly and godly ill this prefent 
life C ;" that they may be fitted and dif­
pofed for the full enjoyment of that con· 
fumm<l,te happinefs, which is referved fpr 
~he faithful in the life to come. 

Now, to Him, who, as at this time, 
condefcended to take our nature upon 
him; and who, in that nature, willingly 
performed for us every thing that was 
p~~4fHJ to redeepl us from iniquity; and 

• 

, Tit. ~i. l2. 
I' ., 

make ,. , 
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make us fit to be partakers of eternal 
glory: To Him, who fo loved us, and 
gave himfelf for us, be afcribed, as is moll: 
due, all grateful praiie, adoration, and 
honour, from henceforth and for ever· 
morc. Amen. 

• 

K 2. S E R. 
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XVIII . 

And hehold they hrought to him a man jick of the 
pa!fy, lying on abed: and Jefus feeing their 
faith, laid unto the jick of the pa!fy, Son, be 
of good cheer; thyjins he forgiven thee. 

HEN J efus Chrifr appeared in .the 
world; he declared, in conformity 

to the charaCter he had affumed, that the 
grand defign and purpofe of his coming 
was" to redeem and [ave finners d ;" "that 

4 Matth. xviii. II. Luke ix. 56. 

K 3 whofo-

• 
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whofoever believed in him might not 
finally perilh, but have or el~oy everlafring 
life·, " 

Now the firfr thing, as we have already 
obferved, neceffary to the comfort and [al­
vation of fillners, was an afiurance of pardon 
for their pail: offences: an aflurance that 
God would accept their repentance; and be 
reconciled to them on the reformation of 
their lives. Suitablv therefore to this nc-

o 

ceffity, the Gofpel informs us, that John 
the Baptiil: was fent before " to prepare the 
way of the Lord; and to give knowledge of 
falvation unto his people, by the remiffion 

, 

of their fins E." And we are moreover in-
formed, that God was in Chriil: reconciling 
the world unto himfelf, not imputing their 
trefpafles unto them g." 

In purfuance of this plan, and as a proof 
, 

of its divinity, when Chriil: entered on " the 
minithy of reconciliation," he not only pub­
lilhed a general declaration of pardon upon 

• John iii. 16. 
fLuke i. 77. ' 
, :I Cor. v. 19' 

• 

• 

the 
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the condition of repentance and amendment 
of life h; but he alfo forgave fome faithful 
penitents their fins in form i; as an earnell: 
or pledge of what he promifed to do for 
all others, who were equally qualified. And 
that the promife was general is evident from 
his own words. For, at the clofe of his re­
fidence here on earth, he exprefiy told his 
difciples, "that" this doB:rine of " repen-

. tanee and remifiion of fins {houle! be 
preached in his name," not only among the 
Jews, but even" among ALL nations k;" 

of which, indeed, he had given them fre­
quent intimations before; by extending his 
regard to " ihangers and foreigners 1;" and 
making them objeCts of his mercy and bene­
ficence ; even at the time, when his miniftry 
was confined " to the loft {heep of the 
hou[e of Ifrael." And therefore" as thofe 
difciples, who were more immediately COll­

cerned with the Jews, had it in commiHion 

h Mark i. 14, 15. Luke xxiv. '17. Acts xiii. 38. 
i Matth. ix. 2. John v. 11' 

k Luke xxiv. +7. 
J'Matth. xv. 21'-28. Mar. vii. 26-30. Lllk~ ri. 17. IS. 

K 4 to 
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to teach them, that " Chrifr was exalted to 
be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give re­
,~ntHlce to Ifrael, and forgivenefs of fins m ; 

: '-,., t~lat their fins were," on this condition, 
-

~.ccordingly " forgiven them for his name's 
fake n :" fo likewife St. Paul, that great and 
celebrated Apofrle of the Gentiles, had the 
very {arne thing in chmge. For thus his 
commiffionruns. "I will [end thee," faith 
the Lord, far hence unto the Gentiles 0; to 
open their eyes, to tu rn them from darknefs 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God ;" that is, to bring them to repentance, 
" that they may receive forgivenefs of fins; 
and," if they fulfil their duty, "an inheri­
tance among them, who are fanaified -by 
faithp." Agreeably to the tenoor of this 

• 

commiffion, " they all went forth, and 
preached every where :" exhorting the people 
" to repent and reform, that their hns might 

• 

• • 

In Aas v. 31. 

n Ephef. iv. 32. 

o Aasxxii. 21. 

P A& xxvi. IS. 

-

-

• 

be 
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be blotted out; and that" they might hap­
pily enjoy that" divine refre(hment," which 
infeparably attends the comfortable aifurance 
of pardon and forgivenefs. 

Hence then it appears, that the firft article 
we have fpecified, as necefiary to the comfort 
and falvation of the world, is amply fupplied 
and extended to the world by this general 
doarinc of grace and remiilion. 
. But here it may be urged, " that though 
the doarine is full and pertinent, adequate 
to the wants, and fuitable to the willies, of 
all mankind; yet, how does it appear, that 
mankind c0l.11d reafonably confide in it; 
could fafely depend upon it? Had they any 
evidence offered them, that Jefus was poifeifed 
of the power he claimed; any fecurity given 
them, that the fins he undertook to forgive 
were indeed forgiven r" 

Evidence, you will find, and [ecurity in 
abundance: fufficient to remove every doub~, 
and to efiablilli peace in the moft anxious 
mind. Fonvhat is it to forgive fins? Is it 
not to deliver from thofe ill effeas which fin 

• 

2 . produces, 
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produces, or to which it renders the linnet' 
obnoxious? Bur the primary effecrs and 
confequence,s of fin were difeafes and death. 
And then, what can be conceived a frronger 
proof, a plainer evidence, of the real and 
acrual forgivellefs of fins; than to behold 

, 

finners relieved of their difeafes, and deli-
vered fi'om the jaws of death, at the inftant 
they were pronounced fo forgiven? Now, 
this proof Jefus gave them. For" he healed 
all manner of ficknefs, and all manller of 
difeafe among the people q." 

And this proof, it {hould be remarked, 
muft appear to the Jews peculiarly plain and 
appropriate. For healing and forgiving are 
not only conneS:ed frequently in their "wit­
ings; but even frand in their language as 
fynonymous terms. Thus the Pf.1Imiir, 
,enumerating the manifold mercies of God, 
celebrates him in the fame breath as "for­
giving his fins, and healing his infirmities r." 
The prophet Ifaiah, defcribing the p~rverle­

nefs and obftinacy of the Jews, complains, 

q Matth. iv. 23. 
r PliU. eiH. S. 

tll:1t 
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that " they had made their heart grofs, and 
their ears heavy, and had elofed their eyes; 
left they fhould fee with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and \.\l1derftand with 
their heart, and fhould return, and b~ 

healed' ;" which Jonathan in his Targum 
on the place tranflates, " and be forgiven." 
This text is quoted by St. Matthew: and ac­
cording to him, ends, like the prophet's, 
with " I fhould heal them c." But St. Mark, 
attending to the thing implied, alters the 
phrafe, and, conformably to the paraph raft, 
reads at the clore, and their }ins flould b~ 
forgiven them "." So that the conneCtion, 
you fee, between the cures performeq and 
the doCtrine promulged, was in a manner 
forced and obtruded on their obfervation by 
the very genius and idiom of their language; 

• Ch. vi. 10. 

t Ch .. • X1l. 15. 
, 

u Ch. iv. 12. This phrafeology enters alfo into the Epiftles" . 
\ 

and deferves to be well attended to. Thus the perfons, whom , 
" 

St. Paul, Rom. v. 6. calls ~<T6,,;;., are called in the 8th verfe 
;'p."f1,,~;;,. Other inllances ar~ frequent; 

• 
by 

• 

• 
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by the modes of expreilion current ?mong 
them. 

But this evidence may be placed in another 
light: and in that light, perhaps, it may to 
us appear frronger. 

Certain difeafes were looked upo,n by al1 
nations It, and more efpecially by the Jews, 
as punilhments infliCl:ed for certain fins. 
This notion was infpired by the law, and 
frrongly imprefied on their apprehenfions . 

• 

.It feems to have been always uppermoft in 
their minds. For hence it was, that the 
difciples were fa ready, whell "they f.1W 

the man who had been blind from his birth," 
. to afk our Saviour that quefiiono • " Who 
did fin, this man or his parents, that he 

• 

x The Perilans expelled e,'ery one that was affiictecl with the 
leprofy out of their cities, believing fueh to have drawn this pu­
nilhment upon themfelves, by committing fome offence againfi 
the SUN, HnOmlT. Clio cap. cxxxviii. And the Egyptians 
eileemed the blindnefS which hefel their king, Pheron, 33 a 
• 

judgment upon him for his impiety againfr their great god, the 
rivi:! Nile. HBIlODOT. Euterp. cap. xi. DIODOR. SICUL. 
, . . 

Bibliot~. Jib. i. cap. v. • 

, 

wa~ 
• • 
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was born blind Y?" And hence alfo it was, 
that our Saviour himfelf thought it nece(fary 
to caution fome, whom he had cured of 
their ails, " to take care of their conduct, and 
lin no more; left a worfe thing lhould hap­
pen unto them '.~' ' 

The difeafes chiefly denounced by the 
law againft all wilful and prefumptuous of­
fenders, are 'the leprefy, palfy, madnefs, and 
blindnefs·. And thefe, it is obfervable, are 
among the chief of thofe difeafes, which our 
Saviour miraculoufly cured h. Now, if the 
acceffion or infliction of thefe difeafes was a 
fure token, as it plainly was, of God's dif­
pleafure againft fuch offenders; was not the 
fudden removal, or miraculous cure of 

1 John ix. I, 2; 
• • 

• John v. 14. 
• 

• Deu!. xxviii. 15. &c. 
b Lepers c1eanfed, Mault. viii. 2, 3. Luke xvii. 12-19. 

Paralytics cured, Mauh. viii. 6 • ..;...ix. 2, &c. 
Lunatics or mad cured, Matth. iv. 2t.-xvii. 15. &c. 
Blind reftored to fight, Matth. ix. 27-30. xx. 30-34' 
John ix. 1-7. 

them, 

• 
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them, as evident a token of his forgivenefs? 
Suppofe you were to fee an imprifoned male­
faCtor eafed of his chains; and fet at liberty 
before your eyes; could you poffibly doubt 
of his having procured or received the 
king's pardon? But, what the releafe of this 
prifoner would be to us, the fame were the 
cures, which Jefus wrought on thofe 
finners, to the Jews: vifible infiances of the 
remiffioll of their punilhments; and there­
fore the propereft and mofr convincing 
proofs of the remiffion of their fins. 

But frill it may be urged, "that notwith­
fianding thefe fanative miracles were thus 

• 

properly adapted in their confritution, yet, 
how does it follow, that they were dcfiined 
in their intention, to prove this docrrine 
of the forgivenefs of fins? For they are 
1eIdom, if ever, applied by Chrifi to this 
purpofe." 

We grant indeed, and would have it ob­
(crved . t9 the credit of the Gofpel,. that 

\ 

Chrifr was very fparing in making fuch pre-
cif~ and formal applications. He judged it 
. fufficient, 

• 
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fufficient, in general, barely to exhibit the 
miracles; without either explaining their 
force, or pointing out their intention. The 

former he left to be determined by the judg­
ment of thofe who ftl\V them; and the latter 
to be inferred from the occauons on which 
they were wrought. In iliort, he fuffered 
the miracles to fpeak for him in their own 
language. And to the candid and ingenuous 

. they [poke plain enough. For fuch no 
fooner beheld the works, than they per­
ceived their conneCtion and affinity with 
the dQB:rines; and acknowledged themfelves 
convinced. 'But where vices and prejudices 
difrorted the judgment; and led men to 
cavil, and raife objeCtions; there he pro­

ceeded, in vindication of himfelf, and fot 
the fake of the truth, after another manner. 
He argued the cafe; confuted their cavils; 
and applied the miracles to the points in­
tended . 
• 

Of this we have a remarkable illltance 
with refpeCl: to the article now before us. 
Whe~ th~ paralytic was bxought to Chrifr 

• 

at 
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~t Capernaum, he f.1id to the man, " Thy 
fins are forgiven thee." This declaration 
.the fcribes and pharifees cenfured as blaf­
phemous; as a bold invaGon of the preroga­
tive of God: for " who can forgive Gns but 
God only?" In anfwer to this objeCtion, and 
to make it apparent that he arrogated to 
himfelf no' higher power than what he 
really pofleifed, he refers them at once to 
the miracle; and pertinently afks them­
"Whether is eaGer? to fay, Thy fins are 
forgiven thee; or to fay, Arife, and walk . 
. But that ye may know, that the Son of Man 
.hath power on earth to forgive fins, Arife, 
(faith he to the fick of the palfy) take up 

, thy bed, and go unto thine houfe. And he 
arofe, and departed to his houfe." Here, 
the miracle is by our Saviour himfelf ex­
prefly applied to the doCl:rine: applied to 
~ 

,prove, that he was divinely empowered to 
forgive fins. Alld indeed it proved it in fa 
difiinCt, and fo clear a manner, that the un-

, 
• 

prejudiced multitude were 'inftantl ycon-
vinced; and with joyful gratitude" glorified 

God, 

• 
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God, who h:ld given Him c fllCh power" 
for the benefit and confolation of men. 

But this power of forgivenefs which God 
p:ave to ChriO:, ChriO: alfo gave to his dif .. 
,) 

ciples; and then declared, that " whore 
foever fins they {hould remit, were acccord­
illgly remitted to them d." And ,,,hen "he 
fent them out to preach~' this doClrine, he 
conferred upon them, as the EvangeliO: ob-
1erves, the farther " power of healing tick .. 
nefies e ," by way of proof and confirmatiotl 
of it. And we find them in conrequence 
" travelling through the towns, preaching 

• 

the Gofpel, and healing every where f." 
But as they conceived, while their maO:er 

refided here on earth, that the powers they 
pofiefied were derived from him, and there­
fore had recourfe to him only; fo, when 
they judged it neceffary, after his departure, 

• 

{' l\fa.tth. ix. 8. ~ot7a. E~ijCT~a., 'TQI"J-r1]' 'Tol's &.Op~'i:'OI~. fortalfe 
T9 ';'.Op~"'~, " to the man:" i. e. Chrift Jefus-otherwife it muft 
be conflrued, as above, •• for the benefit, /lee. of men." Sel;: 
Eph. iv. 8. 

d John xx. 23. 

C iVbrk iii. I,. 
{ Luke ix. 6. 
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to apply to God for the continuance at 
them, it is vcry remarkable, that the fole 

power, which they particularly requefted, 
was the power of curing di[eafes. Alld they 
feem to' have prayed, " that God would 
ftretch forth his hand," and enable them 

. 

" to heal ~," not only as it was an inftance, 
exprefiive of the vital and :Cwing efficacy of 
the Goqlel in general; but more efpeciaJIy 
10 of the truth and certainty of this primary 
doCtrine of it the pardon and forgivenefs of 
lins. Awl it is farther to be obferved, that 
the fir1t miracle of healing they wrought, 
W3S attenoed with [ucll circumftances, as 
plainly lhe\\"ed, that the effic3cy of Chrifi's 
name, and con[eqt1ently the forgivenefs to 
be obtained through it, extended backwards 
;ind forwards ;' to times paft as well as future. 
For tince" the man· had been lame from , 

his mother's \'lomb, and was now above 
forty years old, when this miracle of heal­
ing was performed llpon.him h ;" it is evi-

g Atts ir. 29, 30'. 
" \ - ." • : .~~ 111 ' "' ~ ..... ~;) • _0 4o_f' , 

~lent, 
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dent; that the virtue ofChrift's name, though 
difpla-yed after he left the world, yet reached 
to the cure of thofe maladies; which had 
their exiil:ence, before he ever came int{) it. 
And fiote the Jews were taught, that" there 
was none other name under heaven; where~ 
by they could be cured," and, of courfe, 

• 

forgiven, but only the name of Jefus Chrif1: ~ 
• 

how highly muft it concern theIT1t td attend 
to the proofs, which the Apoftles gave of' 
his being the MeHiah! How truly did it 
beho.ve ~hem; to cultivate thofe candid and 
ingenuous· notions, that would lead them to 

believe on him; and to praCtife that repen­
tance and holinefs of life, which were 
the indif penfc1ble c0ndit:iol1 of their receiving 
pardon! 

For it remains il:ill to be conGdered, that 
the doCtrine of forgivenefs was not promif~ 

cuouOy and indifcriminately propofed to 
perrons of all charaCters: but was prudently 
guarded, and firiC1:ly limited to certain dif­
poGtions and qualifications ;. ·to fuch dif­
po(itions and qualifications as rendered it con­
flaent \vith the interefi of virtue, and the 

L 2 adrancc-

• • 
• 
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advancement of that holinefs, ,which it was 

, 

the chief defigll of the Gofpel, to promote. 
Without this refiriClion, it would have been , 
liable to be abufed to the moil: pernicious 
purpofes. Men of perverfe minds would 
have " turned the grace of our God into 

, . 

l<tfcivioufilefs j; and becau(e mercy abounded, , 
tvould have made their fins to abound the , 

more k." To cut off therefore the occafion 
of finnillg from thofe who would have been 
ready to lay hold on fuch an occafion; nay, 
to convince them of the abfolute neceffity of 
repentance, and a fin cere ref Of mati on of life 
and man ners; Chrifl: exprefl y required Faith, 

" as an indifpenfable qualification for obtain-
• 

" r in g either a: q.l;r~ of their ails, or the pardon 
, 

" of their iniqui'ties. 
'" Now F~ith is a very complex term; and 
cbmprehe~),d.s under it many excellent graces, 
noble endowments, and ami~ble :difpofitions. 

, 

According to its o~iginal and primary accep-
tation in the Jewilh theology, it may be 
Jaid to denote in g'eneral, "that candid and 

i J uce. 4. -
k Rem. v. 20. 

• mgenuous 

, 

, 
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ingenuous temper of mind, which is dif­
poled to receive and to digefr the great and 
important truths of religion for the beneht 
and improvement of the foul I." Hence 
then it implies a fincere love of truth; an 
anxious diligence in the pudilit of it; and 
a fl:eady refolution of aeting always conform­
ably to it. As referred to Chrifl:, it mani­
feftly implies the following particulars: a 
ferious attention to his doetrines an impar­
tial examination of the truth of thofe doc­
trines; and of the proofs he gave of his di­
vine miffion a hearty belief, grounded on 
thofe proofs, of his being the trnc and pro­
mired Meffiah: in confequence of this be­
lief, a prope~' and worthy opinion of him; 
an humble trufr and reliance upon him; an 
entire refignation to his will; and dutiful 
obedience to all his commands. 

From this analyfis of faith; this parti­
cular enumeration of the feveral good qua­
lities concentrecl in it; it is eafy to fee with 
what fecurity, as well as lenity, the forgiye-

• 

\ HEYT.IN's LeCll1rcs, vol. i. 

L '1 
.J Hefs 

• 
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nefs. of fins might be annexed to it. Fot 
where fuch a faith, as we have now ex­
plained, worked at the root, it could not 
fail of anfwering effeCtually the end of the 
Gofpel; of producing in time " the plen­
tiful fruits of good liying." This then was, 
of all qualifications, the moa firiaIy ill­
fified upon; 4nd indeed the mo!l: defervedly: 
becaufe it was that which gave life and 
vigour to ail Chrifiian yirtl1es~ Now, its 
value and efficacy being 10 momentous; [0 

fignally COilduciye to the :j.dvancement of 
piety; it is no wonder that we find it [0 

frequently and highly celebrated in Scrip­
ture; and honoured with {uch mighty pri~ 

, . 
,;ileges: .:\0 wonder, that " it was counted 
unto men for righteouulefs :'? that it entitled 
them to the pardon of their pall: fins; and 
recommended them to the futllre favour of 
God. ' 

• • 

• 

To imprefs' the world ")lith a ~ue fenCe 
of the meritorious efficacy of fuch a Belief; 
and cO!1iequently to engage men in the cuI­
~ivation of it; Chrifi frequently declared to 

. ~hofe, who made ~hcir hl}mble applif>atioIlS 
, , ., to 

•• 

• 
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t{) him, "that it was tbeir faith that faved 
them, "or made them wholc:" in other 
words, that it was thcir fincere and candid 
difpoGtion; their open acknowledgement of 
him, as the I\Jefiiah ; their devout confidenc~ 
in his goodnefs; and their firm refolution oC 
obeying his laws; that rendered them ob­
jeas of his mercy -that fitted thcm for the 
cure they then received; and moreover en­

. titled them to that higher blefiiag, the 
pardon or reieafe from {ill, of \vhich the cure 

-
was a proof and emblem. A declaration, as 
difcouraging to vice, as it was f.lVourable 

, 
to virtue. For while it adminiHered to the 
penitent and well-difpored all imaginable 
comfort; it ~xducled the wicked, the obfli­
nate, and unbc1iving from all hores of be­
nefit or advantage. And therefore a c1ecbra­
iion that !hallld excire them to correa and 

reform their tempers; to cultivate good and 
worthy llifpofitiol1s; and to advance in the 
loveqnd pracrice of virtlle; in order to he 
qualifi~ for the participation of thole bler­

iings l that '.vere: gracioufly tendered to them. 

L 4 For 
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For where there was no faith; that is, where 
the forcmentioned qualifications were want­
ing; there Chrifl: could perform no cures. 
Though" the power of the Lord was prefent 

• 

to heal m ," yet fuch faithlefs perfons were 
not adapted to receive its virtue. Thus it 
is particularly recorded by St. Matthew, 
that, " when our Saviour came to his own 
city Nazareth," and foulld the inhabitants 
ob!l:illate and malicious, " he wrought not," 
or rather, " could not work many miracles 
there, becaufe of their unbeliefn." But to 
make it, hpwever, th(.': more clearly appear, 
that th~ defea was entirely their own; St. 
Mark obferves, that " he laid his hands on . . 

a few fick folks," whofe fl1fi~rings had pro­
qably rendered them better difpored than 
others, "and they all recovered 0." 

On [uch terms did our Lord, in the days 
of his flelh, extend his mercy to thofe in 
Palefiine, who retorted tq him for relief: ' . . . . . . ... ..' . 

'" Lllt'e ,- I" ... , • • I ~ 

" Ch. xiii. 5~ . 
• 

.. Ch. vi, 5, . , . 

.' . 

• 

• 
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On fuch terms did he heal their difeafes, and 
pardon their fins. Now WE have alfo our 
fins and maladies; which can only be cured, 
can only be forgiven, on the h1me conditions. 
If we mean that our fins fhould be blotted 
out, and our fpiritual infirmities Ll:rength. 
ened; we muLl: apply to Chrifr \vith a deep 
and penitent fenie of our guilt; and \vith a 
iincere dcfire of being deli vered from it. We 
muLl: approach him with an humble con­
fidence, that he will, according to his pro­
mife, make up what is wanting in our na­
ture by the fuccollrs of his heavenly grace. 
And if \VC approach him with thefc proper 
difpolitiollS, we may reO: 3fiured, that" his 
grace will be fufficient for us:" ii.lfficient to 
deliver us from our raft offences; and to 
firenf!then our weaknefs for future and 

" 
better fer\'ices. For he is no lefs powerful, 
llOW he is in he~1\'en ; than he formerly ,vas, 
when he lived on earth. "The fuiners of 
the Godhead dwells in him" for our ulc. 

And in the power of the divinity "he i" 
~h\'Jys" and every \\' here " prefellt" wit h 

l1S ; 

I 



• 

154 S E R M 0 N X VIII. 
us; ready to communicate all the aili£l:ance, 
that our neceilities can want or require • 

• 

Though he does not now, as in time paft, 
" travel about" in a villble form" throwgh 
011 the cities and villages, healing thofe that 
have need of healing P ;" yet lIeverthelefs, 
he has eftnbliilied the true religion and its 
ordinances in every city and village; and 
if the inhabitants of thele cities and villages 
would duly atttend the \voriliip of God, and 
join with pious and devout affeCtions in the 
dbbliilied ordin:ll1c~ of religion; they 
would experience, to their comfort, fllCh 
divine influence to be ,deri vcd therefrom, 
as would effeCl:ually cure all the maladies 
.md diforders of their fouls; and raife their 
powers to the meafure of their duty. But 
then they ihould be careful to employ 
thtle powers in the difcharge of their du· 
ties in" adding to their faith the virtues" 
Of:lll ufeful and holy conver[ltion. For thw 
Dilly when we begin to "'have our fruit 

• 

P lVIltth. ix. 35. lIhrk vi. 6. L ' ... l!t\t,? XlII. 2:. 
, 

unto 
, 

• • 
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• 

unto holinefs," can we hope that "the end 
• 

will be everlall:ing life q." 
Now to God the Father, God the Son, 

and God the Holy Ghot1:, be afcribed, as 
js moll: due, all honour and glory, &c. 
Amen. 

'1 Rom. ,"i.:! z. 

S E RoO 
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Ro M. xii. 2. 

-'l'hat ye may prove, what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God. 

T has been already :(hewu, in a former 
Difcourfe, how amply and effeCl:ually 

the firfl: thing, requifite to the falvation of 
finners, was provided for in the GofFel of 
Chrift: that is, how fully and dearly the 
doCl:rine of forgivenefs was, according to the 
neceffity of their cafe, promulged and con­

firmed to the whole world. 
But 
• 



, 
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But this doarine of the forgivenefs of 

paft fins, however clearly proved, could 
afford mankind but little comfort, unlefs 
they praCtifed for the future what was 
" lawful and right." But alas! they were 
n<?t able, in many and important inftances, 
to dK<;~ver wlllat the right was. Thy infti--, 

, 

tutions of the Gentiles, being loofe and er-
roneous, perpetually led them to aCt amifs. 
And the law of the Jews, though meant 
and adapted to promote the praaice of virtue 
and goodnefs; \\-'as yet fovi1ely and abomi­
nably corrupted by the faIfe glofies of the 
Scribes and Pharifees, 'that it often becamG 
an inftrument of fin. 

Hence then it is eviden,t, that both the one 
an.~ the other~ Jews as; well as Oeiltilcs. 
flood ill Heed of fome farther infhuCtions . .' . 

for ~h~ b,ettcr regulation of their moral COil­

d~&: that they llood. i~~ n,eed of fuch a 
perfeCt and complete r\lle of life, as ,would 
faithfully Qirc(r tbem~ in all occurrences, 
wh~t to do, and what to. avoid, in order to 
fecure the favour of God, and. rCJilder them­
felves acceptable to him . 

• 

Kow 
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Now fuch a rule the Gofp(}l fupplies; 

not on! y as it "teaches men in general, 
that, denying ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, 
" they ihould live foberly, righteoufly, and 
godly in this prefent world r:" but alfo as it 
lays down particular precepts for the dif· 
charge of thofe feveral duties, to which we 
are bound in our feveral relations; and con­
fequently exhibits a clear and comprehenfive 
fyftem of morals, founded on the highefl: 
authority, and enforced by the moft weighty 
f.1nttiolls. 

Now, the whole fyftem of morality is 
ufually, and not improperly, divided into 
three capital branches; ref petting the various 
duties, which we owe to God, to our fel­
low-creatures, and to ourfelves: ,and which 
are difiinB:ly reprefented in the facred wrlt-
• 

mgs. 
Of thefe duties the firft, as well in order 

as dignity, are thofe which ,ve owe to God. 
But, as all the duties we owe to God derive 
their origin from his nature and attributes, 
and from the various relations which he 

• {rands 

• 
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• 

frands in to us; fo the Scripture reprefents 
thofe attributes and relations in the trueft, 
fublimefr, and moa affeCting manner; and 
fets forth the Deity in an amiable and glo­
rious light. 

His nature is no longer debafed by fllCh 
• 

mean and grofs ideas, as the ignorant 
heathens entertained .of him; but is exalted 
to a proper dignity, and defcribed in be­
coming charattcrs. Vie no longer view 
him under the ignoble images of corrupti­
ble things; but know him now a.ccording 
to his divine and fpiritllal natur~ : know him 
to be the aile felf-exifient, and abfolutely 
perfeCt Being; incorporeal, invifible, eter­
nal: the' Being, ", .. ho at firfr created, and 
frill governs, the world; and who, though 
" he hath his dvvelling fo high in beaven, 
yet humbleth himfelf to behold the things 
that are done on earth s :" and beholds thcm 
110t as an idle, indifferent fpeCtator; but, as 
an all-powerful agent, orders and difpofes 
them according to the meafure of his 

• PIal. cxiii. 5. 6. 

righteous 
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righteous will, and the dicXates of confum­
mate wifdom. 

In the government and difpofal of things, 
he is reprefented as aB:ing for the general 
benefit of all his creatures. Nothing is be­
neath his notice: his providence, care, and 
mercy extend over all his works. But he is 
more efpecially attentive to the concerns of 

, 

the human race. He looks upon them as 
his children; and, with a kind of paternal 
tenderne[s, pities their infirmities; relieves 
their difl:re1fes; and, on their fincere re­
pentance, pardons their fins. As the great 
father of all, he is equally gracious to all. 
" He is the God, not of the Jews only, 

• 

but alfo of the Gentiles '. For with him 
there is no refpeB: of perfons; but in 
every nation he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteoufilefs, is accepted with 
him t." But then righteoufnefs muft be 
carefully praB:ifed. For though God is in­
finitely gracious, yet is he' likewife in .. 
finitely juft and holy; "of purer eyes than. 

I Rom. iii. 29. 
I Ibid. ii. I r. MIs x. 34, 35. 

VOL. II. M to 
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t,o behold iniquity;" and of higher reCent. 
ment againfi: it, than to futfer it to go Ull­

puoilhed. Aud that he may reward or 
punilh according to 'equity, the Scripture 
defcribes him, as confralltly infpeCting our 
behaviour and ~onduCl:; and fearching into 
the inmofi: receffes of our fouls. And in 
t:onfequence of this infpeCl:ioll, . it farther 
aifures us, that " he will judge the world 
here.after in righteoufnefs; and render to' 
every man according to his deeds u;" n~t 

only according to his outw~rd aCtions, but 
according to the inward difpofitions of his 
heart. 
. Such is the general idea, which the Scripo 

ture. gives us of God. An idea that is not 
ouly augufi: and awful; but alfo lovelyt. en­
gaging and delightful:. not only [uitable to .. 
the majefty of the Supreme; but alf0 pro-

• • 

.Q.uCl:iveof the. mofr worthy affections, and' 
• • • 

~ofr ,grateful r.efentments towards him the 
• •• 

furefr and moll: powerful incentives to the. .. . 

failhful.difdurge Qf thofe dutie. we owe 
. .' 

him~ . 

• ... 
• 

• 
u pr. ix. 8. Rom. ii.6, 

• 

• 

Fa; 
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XI)C 
• 

i6 ... 
:J 

For when we confidet the excellency of 
his nature and attributes; how great and 
good he is in himfelf, and how kind and 
beneficent to us; we find ourfelves {hongly; 
though f.veetly; moved to love, adore, and 
revere him. And the more we contemplate 
his wonderful perfeCHons, the. more can..:' 
vinced we become, that it isol1t duty to 

Jove him iIi the gegree we are commanded; 
that'lsj " with all dur hearts, with all our 

• 

fouls, and with all our n1il1ds x.'j Herein; 
indeed, it is much to be wiflicd that " our 
hearts were daily elliarged." For" this is 
the firft and great commandmef)t j" that 
which fUpports, and which infures obedience 
to all the rell:. Where the love of God pre­
fides in the heart, there mull: be a defire arid 
determination tc pleafe him; to regard him 
in every aaion; and to " do aU to the glory 
of his narne Y:" there mull: be a determina­
tion to avoid every thing that may grieve or 
atretid him; to refign every intereft, alld to 
fupprofs every inclination; that may inter~ 

, Manh. xxii. 37. Mark xii. 30. 
r I ~or. x. 3t. 

M-2 fere 
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fere with our obligations to him. Per~ 

fwaded of his infinite wifdom and power, 
and of his goodnefs in applying them to the 
welfare of his creatures, we {hall exercife, as 
we are illjoined, a firm trull: and confidence 

, , 

in him'; commit ourfelves wholly to his 
divine difpofal ; . and acquiefce, with thank~ 
fulnefs, in the allotments of his providence: 
iolicitous ouly, that our condlla in every 
fiate may be always fuch as becometh tho(e, 
who are finally to give an account. 
, But farther; when we confider God as 

our creator and preferver, "the author and 
giver of all good things;" from whom we 
have received all we enjoy; and to whom 
we look for all we want; confcious of our 
abfolute dependance upon him, we are na· 
turally led, as we are jufl:ly required, to 
make our requefts and acknowledgements to 

him, in the [olemn aas of wor1hip and de-
. ' . 

votion '. But how mean, imperfea, and Ull-

worthy were thefe acts of devotion, as per~ 
formed in ancient times! And how much 

• •• " . . , 

z Phil. iv. 6. I Tim. vi. 17. I Pet. v. 7. 
• Matth. vi. 6-13' vii. 7---I1. Phil. iv. '6. . , 

, . , 

• • . , 

• 

• 

are 
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are we indebted to the infiruaions of the 
Gofpel for the noble refinement they have 
fince undergone? For as we are there taught 
that" God is a fpirit j" fo, fuitably to the 
nature of fuch a Being, we are commanded 
to " wodhip him in fpirit and· in truth b:" 
to worihip him, not merely with external 
rites, and bodily fervice; but with inwardly 
pure and holy affeaions' , with fincerity of 
heart, and the devout application of our 
mental powers. This is the only acceptable 
fervice; nor will this fervice be accepted 
but in the name, and through the mediation, 
of Jefus Chrifi. A mode of worihip highly 
conducive to the great purpof.:s of genuine 
piety; not only as it tends to preferve in 
our minds a due fenfe of our unworthinefs as 
finners, and of the perfea holinefs of that 
God againll: whom we fiu; but alCo as it 
ferves to difpel our dark and guilty fears, 
and to infpire us with an ingenuous trufr and 
affiance Cure, if we firive to obey him from 
the heart, of finding in the end acceptance 

• John iv. 24. 

, M3 with 
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with him,: through the merits and intercef, 
iioll of" his beloved foo; in: whom he is 
well pl~afed c. u 

Pafs we' now to the duties' we owe to 

our fellow-creatures: " which are all com· 
, . 

preht'!l1ded 'ill' this faying ; Tho\l ilialt love 
thy neighbour as thyfelf d

." A faying, 
which, obferved, mlla be of truly great 
and fignal ufe in ab~ting the miferies that 

difirdled the world; when myn 'of all per­
[uwons " lived in continual malice and 

, 

envy ; hateful, qnd hating one another:." 
... '\nd as fo much,depended, and frill ~epends, 
oUithe due obfervance of this precept, our 
Saviour has' been careful to afcertain its 
meaning'i ,and to guard it from thofe falle 
;l11d connned ipterpretatiQPs, which the per' 
verfellefs' of'men might putupon it. He 
has ofreir itrcl1lcated, that our benevolence 
ihould ~xtel~d to all; and that, whenever w~ , 
are blefied -with, an opportunity of ferving 
~he intertHs of rrankind, we il10uld always 

, 
, , 

C! Millt: iii. 17: xvii: S. 
d R '" am XIIJ. 9 . 
, Tit. iii. 3~ 
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embrace it with chearfulnefs and alacrity; 
accounting every perron "our neighbour," 

• 

who ftands within our reach and influence. 
II~ confequence of this principle, we are en­
joined, as it is meet; "to a6l: by others ill 
every circumfrance, as we would have others 
to aCt by us f:" that is, we are enjoined to 
make om own reafonable wii11es and ex­
peCtations the rules of our conduC1: towards 

. other men, And if Wy proceed by thefe 
rules, we fhall never wrong Ot injure any 
man; but {hall" render to all their dues £;" 

~nd to the utmoft of our power promote 
both their fpiritual and temporal welfare. 
We !hall never be ralh in our judgment of 
othen; but rather difpofed to put a favour­
able confiruttion on all their aC1:ions. 'vVe 
ih.111 be ready, as we are required, to affift 
them in their neceilities, and to fympathize 
with them in their affliCtions; as well as to 
rejoil:e in the good that befals them h efpe-

I l\I~tth. ,-ii, lZ. 

g Rom. xiii. 7. 
h l' --\om. xu. 13-1 s. 

cially 
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cially when it concerns the prolperity of 
their fouls. 

Now, as we are direB:ed to thefe things 
by the Gofpel-rules, fo are ~e carried to 
the performance of them by the natural im­
pulfe of thofe beneyoknt affeB:iolls, which 
God has implanted in our confiitutipn. But 
in the intercourfe of life theJe affeB:ions ar~ 
liable to be obftnlC1:ed. The violence of 
enemies, and the i!1[olepc~ pf oppre[ors, ar~ 
apt to fufpellP their courfe, if not to excitp 
c:1;fferent refentments. And therefore our 

, 

Saviour has been particularly folici~ous tp 
open them a paftage through there ob{l:ruc­
tions, and to teach ~hem, nqtwithft<!nding, 
to flow on the world. To this end, h~ 

:Chewed his difciples, uot only the mifchief 
of retaliating injuries; but the q'lfepefs of 
'aB:ing fo far b~neath 'their char'lcter. "~f 

ye love them that love you, what than~s 
have y~? for pnpers ~lro love thpfe who 

• • 

love them: And if ye do good to them only 
who d~ good to you, what thanks have ye? 
for finners alfo do even the fame i. " When 

, 

• ; Luke vi. 32, 33 • 

he 
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he had thus reprefented the incongruity of 
aCl:ing on fuch·low principles, he then ex­
horts them to cultivat\': and exert the moft 
liberal fentiments; to afpire after the higheft 
perfeCtion; and make their own benevo­
lence to refemble that of God himfelf. 
~, But love ye your enemies: bIers them that 
cmIe you; do good to them that hate you; 
and pray for them, who defpitefully ~lfe you, 

. and perfecute you; that ye may be the 
I,:hildrell of your Father, who is in heaven: 
for he maketh his fun to rife on the evil and 
on the good; and fendeth rain on the juft 
and on thl': unjuft k." And to {hew how 
abfolutely neceffary it is, that we !pouid be 
truly poffefied of this forgiving temper; of 
the difpofition to return good for evil; he 
has not only required us to infert it in our 
prayers, that "God would forgive us ·our 
trefpaifes, as we forgive others" the offences 
committed againft ourfelves; but has alfo 
forewarned us ill exprefs terms, that" if we 

k Matth. v. 44, H. 

forgive 
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forgive not men their trefpafie~, neither will 
our heavenly Father forgive us '." 

But beftdes the duties of general bellevo~ 
lence, which we equally owe to all; there 
~Ire others again, of a more contratl:ed na­
ture, arifing from certain relations in life, 
which are highly conducive to the enjoy­
ments of it, and therefore delerve our parti­
cular regard. Such are the duties of magif­
trates and fubjeCl:s, , huibands and wives, pa­
reots and children, mailers and fervants, 
and the like. And for the diicharge of 
thefe duties the Scripture affords us very ex~ 
'celIent precepts, and moil: accurate di­
reaions: [uch precepts and direCtions, as, 
duly attended to, cannot fail of preferving 
the order and welfare of fociety; and of 
making nations, families, and individuals 
'happy. 

But to render this happinefs complete, 
we are bound moreover to obferve and prac­
tife the various duties, that relate to ourfelves. 
Now, in order to lay a proper foundation for 
this branch of our condua, the Scripture en-

I ;\latth. vi. IS, 
• 
.) 

.. , 
"\'111 ," A • :JJ" 

• • 
JOIllS 
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joins us to regulate and improve our tem­
pers; to govern all our affeB:ions and appe­
tites ; " and to bring every thought into cap­
tivity to the obedience of Chrift m." III 
confequence of this, we are directed ""to 
live {oberly jI i" that is, to cultivate and 
praB:ife that univerfal [obriety, which re­
gards the whole of our compofition. We 
are to acquire that meekne[s, modefty, and 
humility, which are the fobriety of the 
plind; and that temperance, chaftity, and 
purity, which are the [obriety of the body: 
.;md which ferve, when united, to fupport 
the fovereignty of rea[on and con[cience; 
and to rna~lltai~ the dignity of human na-

• 

ture.· . 
• 

Thefe virtues and graces are frequently 
flo~ earuelHy recommended to us, as' eifen­
tial ingredients of the chriftian character. 
And indeed with great propriety. For what 

• 

~an be more becoming [uch imperfeB: and 
finful creatures as we are, than a mod eft, 
flleek, and humble deportment? And what, 

In Z Cor. x. 5. 
P Tit. ii. ~, 4, 6, I Z. , 

• m 
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in general, can contribute more, than thefe 
are known to do, to the undifturbed enjoy­
ments, and real advantages, of life? In this 
fenfe it is true, that " blem~d are the meek ~ 
for they ihall inherit the earth 0," . And it 
is no lefs true, that " he who humbleth 
himfelf" is in the ready way to "be ex­
alted p:" if not to the dignities and emolu­
ments of the world; yet to an high degree 
of efieem and refpeCl: among the wife and 
the worthy. 

And then again, as to the virtues of pu­
rity and temperance, how·fit and congruous 
is it, that the worihippers of a pure and holy 
God fhould be careful and conftant in the 
exercife of them! nay indeed, how neceifary 
is it, that they lhould keep themfelves from 
all the pollutions both of flelh and fpirit: 
fince we are well afiured; that, "without 
holinefs" and purity of heart, U no man lhall 
fee the Lord ?" 

• 

o Matth. v. 5. 
, Metth. xxiii. 12. 

! Reb.xii. 14. 
• 

, 

, 

Hence 

• 

, 
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Hence therefore, the Scripture reprefents , 

it, as the chief and continual buunefs of a 
Chriftian, to watch the various emotions of 
concupifence;, and to preferve a clofe and 
ftriCt guard over all his paffions ': to maintain, 
by all means, that felf-government and dif­
cipline, which is neceifary to fupprefs the 
irregularities of his defires; and to form 
daily fuch virtuous refolutions, as may dif-

. pofe him to "abll:ain from thofe fielhly 
lufis, which war againft," and tend to de­
firoy, " the foul r." 

Now thefe are the great lines of that 
moral fyfiem, which is delivered in the 
New Teftament. And from thefe main 
lines it evidently appears, that the author of 
it entered into the true fpirit of morality;' 
and proceeded in the jufteft form. He laid 
the foundation of it at the heart; and ereCted 
the fuperftrueture according to confcience. 
And .whoever is fo wife as to obferve his 
direCtions, will gradually attain to the ut­
moll: perfeCtion, that human nature is capable 

• 

r I ret, ii. It. • . , . 

of 
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of. For: bere, "whatfoever things are true; 
what[oevei' things are honell, whatfoever 
things are juft, whatfoever th.ings are pure; 
whatfoever things are lovely, virtuous, and 
of good report s "thefe are all not· only' 
pointed to our view, but ftrpngly recom­
mended ,to our praCtice: and recommended 
not merely, ,according to the mode of the 
ancient philofophers, from the confiderations 
of prudence; 'profit, pleafure, decency, or re­
putation; but preifed 'upon us as the will 
and command of that God, who is the fo­
vereign Lord of the univerfe; who knoweth 
our moft 'fecret thoughts; and who will bring 
us to anfwer, not .orily for the things we do, 
but fdr'.·the· principles from which we do 
dtem. .... . 

Precepts .and inftru8:iolls of this ft;unp, fo 
worthy.of "a teacher come from God/ 1 

.~ conformable to the diCtates of right r,eafon, 
and fo,conducive to the reformation and im-, 

provement of the world, carry with them 
their, own evidence. They ftand in need of 
no foreign proofs, of 110 figns or miracles to. 

, 
• 

, Philip, iv, 8, 

• 



• 
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fupport them. They manifeft at once their 
own truth and excellellc~; and approve them~ 
felves to every mau's confcience, as of per-

, , 

fetlly pure and divine original. 
And accordinglv, it is obfervable, that our 

. ~ ..... .I 

Saviourperfo~med no mighty works, no par-
ticular miracles, to confirm either the fitnefs , 
or the bindiI1:g force of his moral, praCtieat 
precepts t; but left them, to frand 011 their 
,own bottom, and to jufrify themfelves to 
the common [enfe of mankind: well affured,. 
from their exaCt conformity to the fuggef­
tioris of confcience, that they mufr needs 
gain the approbation of the world; efpe~ 
cially when exemplified in life, and prac-

• 
tlce. 

This was the only evidence, this the 
only recommendation they wanted. And 

, Though our Saviour performed no particular miracles ta 
prove the fimef$ of his morlll precepts; yet the miracles, whid'l 
he performed. on other a,counts, contributed to give them weight 
an<l authority, For as they fhewed he was a teacher that de­
fen"ed to be attended to; fo they roufed and excited. his hearC1"5 
ttl pa¥ l1. prQper and becoming lei?;'lrd to what he' taughr and 
preached-and were fo far of ufe to enforce all his moral Idfons 
and prailiCol! inllruCiions. 

this. ' 
• 
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this evidence, this recommendation, our Sa­
viour difplayed and urged on their behalf, in 
the moll: perfe8: and affecting manner. 'What 
he taught, he pra8:ifed. He not only thewed 
us the way, wherein we fhould walk; but 
walked himfelf before us in it. He fuffered 
us notto be guided merely by the dead letter; 
but enlivened his precepts by correfpondent 
attions: "leaving us an example, that we 
might follow his fieps u". In him we may 
behold a moll: complete pattern of the COll­

dud: that is required of us. For his life, as 
it is fet before us, was one continued courfe 
of the moO: fubll:antial, and moll: excellent 
virtues. A life of fingular piety, benevo­
lence, purity, patience, meeknefs, and re­
fignation; alid of every thing good and 
praife.worthy: and confequently a life, that 
lleceifarily mull:, and actually did, by its 
amiablenefs and excellency, engage the un­
prejudiced and well.difpofed to form' their 
behaviour according to it. For it is fuffi. 

, ciently kllQWn, how-fooll, and how readily, 
, 

• 
U I Pet. ii. 21, 

, 

the , 
, 
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the primitive difclplcs " reilOt1l1ced," under 
the influence of their mail:er's example; all 
" the hidden things of dilhonefiy ; and with 
what fimplicity :llld godly fincerity they 
planned and conduCted their whole conver­
fation, amidfl: a crooked and perverfe gel1l'l­
ration, among whom they fuone as lights 
in the world x." 

And hence we are furnilhed with a full 
and determinate anfwer to a quefiion, that 
has often been propofed to the dift)aragement 
of the Chriil:ian fcheme. The queil:ion I 
mean is this: " Why was the inil:itution of 

J 

our hoJj religion laid down in the way of 
hifiory ; . and not rather in fome more me­
thodical or fyfiematic fotm?" And the an­
[wer to it is, that the form, in which our 
religion now appears, is atfcnded with fome 
great and peculiar advantages, which could 
not be obtained in any other way Y. Mere 

x z Cor. iv. 1.-i. Ii. Phil. ii. IS· 
Y See Bp. LAW'S Theory of Relig. part ii. p. 108. ed. Sth. 

J E!'FER y'S Commencement Serm. among his Difcourfe-;, vol.H. 

p. +3 I. 

VOL. II. N dogmatical 
, 

, 
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, dogmati,cal inftitutes are dry and unaffeCl:ing. 

, 

Subtile difcourfes oil the nature, tendencies, 
and effeCl:s of virtue, are too refined for com­
mon underftandings. And a methodical 

, , 

fyftem of divinity would afford us, at befi, 
but an ideal, unanimated knowledge of duty. 
Wher~as, on the contrary, in the hiftory of 
our Saviour's'life, we have the moft perfect 
rep ref entation of true religion, accommodated 
to all capacities; and the moft powerful in­
ducements to obedience, adapted to work on 
all conftitutions. Here we fee it vifibly de­
monHrated, that ,the things taught are not 
merely fpeculative, but rather practical, 
truths: were not intended only to amufe 

, 

and entertain the mind; but to regulate and 
improve the manners. Here we alfo fee, 
that the things required are not beyond the 
reach of our abilities. However weak we are 
in ourfe~ves, "we may neverthelefs ac­
compliih all through Chria, who arengthens 
us z." The apofl:les and firil difciples are 
witneffes to the world of what human nature 

z Phil. iv. 13' 

• 
15 
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• 

is able to perform under the influence of the 
divine fpirit. And fince "they were men· 
of like pafiions with ourfelves '," and yet ran 
a courfe of fuch confummate virtue; their 
condua is a call and encouragement to US; to 
beconie in our degrees " follO\vers of them, 
as theywere of Chria Jefus h." . . 

From \\"hat has been faid it is bbvious to 
infer, of what infinite fervice fuch a pme 
and excellent fyaem of morals mua needs 

• 

be to a corrupted world, over-fUll with the 
abominations of vice and idolatry. \iVhere-

, 

ever it was adopted, and heartily embraced, 
it wrought a moll: wonderful and happy 
change: True piety, gentle difpolitions; and 
purity of manners fucceeded into the place 
of blind fuperaitioti, brut~l pafiions, and 
inordinate luas. Under the benign arpea 
of this noble inaitution, all kinds of virtue 
fprungup apace: all kinds of virtue con­
tinued to flourilh; while men continued to 
attend, as they ought; to the facred injunc .. 

• Mis :xiv. I{. 
be' lor. Xl. J. 

N 2 ?-

, 

, 

• • 
tlOns 

• 
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tiolls delivered to them. If Chrifrians have 
abated of their former zeal; if their virtues 
are now fewer, and of a lower fiile, than 
they were before; the misfortune is chiefly 

• 

owing, to their having too little regard and 
refpeCt to the life and conduCt of our bleifed 
Mafier. Nor is there any method' more 
likely to recover them to the praCtice of ge­
nuine piety and goodnefs; than to endea­
vour, if pollible, to engage their frudies to 
the laws of the Gofpel ; and to fix their me· 
ditations on the charaerer of Chrifi. For 
our fiudies, (0 direered, will improve us 
greatly in the knowledge of our duty; and 
our meditations, fo employed, will naturally 
incite, us to the f.1ithful difcharge of it. 
" While we are mufing" on the charms of 
fo lovely a charaCter as that of OUf Saviour, 
" the fire" of admiration " will kill die" in 
our breafrs, and quicken our powers to at· 
tempt its refemblance. 
, Let us therefore be perfuaded to "fet the 

Lord always before us;" direCting. our courfe 
by the light, and taking courage from the 

. influence, of his example; till, being firft 
, 

3 made 
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made like to him in holinefs, we be finally 
made like to him in glory; and from tread­
ing in his fieps below, be admitted to the 
honour of filling up his train above ' 
" following the Lamb whither foever he 
goeth b:" 

To whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoft, be afcribed all honour, adoration, 
and praife, &c. Amen. 

b Rev. xiv. f. 

N ., 
:J S E R-



SERMON xx. 

Ro M. vii. 22 25. 

For I delight in the la~ of God after the in­
ward man. 

But [fee another law in 1I1y members, warring 
agaiJ?fi the law £f my mind, and bringing 1I1e 
into captivity to the law of fin, which is in 
111y members. 

o wretched man that I am! who flal! deli'Jer 
me from the body of this death? [thank God 
through Jifm Cbrifl ottr Lord. 

N my taft Difcourfe, I laid before you, 
according to the order of the method pro­

pofed, a brief fummary of that fyfiem of 
N 4 morals, 
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morals, which is delivered in the New Tef •. 
tllmellt. A fyfiem that appears, even from 

• 

fuch a general and imperfeCl: reprefentatioll, 
to be highly reafonable, jufi, and good; 
w"Orthy of a teacher come from God; and 
mal)if,efily conducive to the improvement 
and perfe.Cl:ion of hpman nature: and conjc~ 
quently a fyaem, which men muir neet! 
heartily approve; mufi need embrace with 
warm complacency; as what they could re­
joice to be conformed to in the completdl 
manner, and in tht'l highefi degree. . 

But, whatever efieem they mentally ell­
tertained for, and whatel'er delight, as 

• 
a8:uated merely by the principle of reafon, 
they might take in, this revealed law; yet 

no fooner did they attempt to follow its eli­
reC1:ions, and acr up to th€ meafure of its 
obligations, but they " found another," and 
quite oppofite " law in their members, W:li'­

ring againll: the Jaw of their minds, ane! 
bringing them into captivity to that law 
of fin, which is feated in the fleihly appe­
tites c. " 

, Rom. vii. ZZ, 23. • 

Hence 
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Hence then it became. neceifary to their 
welfare and happinefs, that " this body 
offill," this {hong prevalencyof the fen­
fual appetites, fhollid be aboIifued and de­
frroyed; that men, "being delivered from 
the bondage of corruption," might be placed 
at liberty to profecute the works of truth 
and righteoufnefs. In the profecution of 
thefe works, they would find themfelves 
feeble and \veak; whilfi the temptations of 
the world prefied againfi them with force 
and vigour. And therefore, to make good 
their way, it became farther neceflary, that 

, they fhould be fupplied and endowed with 
fuch an addition of firength, as might enable 
them to withfiand all oppofing difficulties; 
and to fubdue every irregular pailion to the 
firiB: obedience of the divine commands. 
In a word, as the " law of God is fpiritual, 
and men are carnal," prone and addiB:ed to 
fin; it was abfolutely nece!Tary, that a new 
principle of life and holinefs 1bould be in­
fufed into their hC:lrts ·to correB: their de­
pravity, to fanc1ify their affcC1:iolls, and to 

invigorate their powers [or nobler aJ.ld more 
perfeB: 



• 

• 
• 
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perfea: fervices: that, "being made free 
from fin, and become (ervants to God, they 
might have at preient their fruit unto ho,. 
linefs, and in the end attain to evcrlafting 
life d." 

Now this grand requifite, the bafis of aU 
moral improvement, Jefus Chrift, as the 
author of falvation, fupplied in the moft 
abundant meafure. For to thofe who be­
lieve in him he promifed the affifbllce of 
the Holy Spirit, to help their infirmities, and 

. carry them forwards in the ways of godli.­
nefs e. By the grace and influence of this 
fpirit " they are delivered from the flavery 
of fin and Satan into the glorious liberty, 
and illuftrious privileges, of the fOllS of 
God £ ." They are quickned into a new 

.life, and renovated in the temper and dif­
pofition of their mind. The decayed frame 
of their foul is not only repaired and re­
formed; but its powers are improved" and 
enlarged. The more readily they fubmit 

~ Rom. vi. -22. 

• Rom. viii. ,6. Ephef. iii. 16. 
i Rom. viii. 21. 

• 

to 
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to the guidance of the fpirit, the more 
perfect they bec;ome. They are thence en-

• 

dowed with higher faculties, with quicker 
apprehenfions, with better judgments, with 
purer inclinations, and with nobler affections, 
than they were poffeifed of before: fo that, 
in the language of Scripture, they are faid 
to be " new men," and "new creatures;" 
I' born again, and formed according to the 
image of God in righteoufilefs and true ho~ 
linefs g:" that is, " they are fo firengthned 
with might by the Holy Spirit in the inner 
man h ," as to be able to live in a il:ricter con­
formity to the divine commands; and to rc­
femble their Maker in higher degrees, and 
more worthy refpeCl:s, than they could have 
done in theirnatul'al fiate. In iliort, " they 
are, or may be, complete in him; being 
thoroughly furnithed unto all good works i." 
f' And therefore there is now llO condemna­
tion to them who are in Chrifi Jefus. who 
walk not after the fieili, but after the fpirit. 

g 2 Cor. v. 17. Ephef. i\'. 2+. 
h Ephef. iii. 16 • 

. ,; Col. ii. 10. 2 Tim. iii. J 7. 

,For 
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For the law of the fpirit of life iu Chri11: 
Jefus harh made them free from the law of 

• • 

jin and death k." 
S'uth were the fupplies t aids, and affifl:­

ances, which Chrift promifed and engaged 
to provide for the moral wants and infirmi­
ties of his difciples. And what he fo pro­
mifed, he gave them full and undoubted 
proof he could likewife perform. For could 
they doubt, whether he, who delivered men 
continually from the pofl"eilion of Satan, 
could a1fo defend them againft his aflaults r 
Could they doubt, whether he, who miracu­
loufly fupplied the neceilities of nature, 

• 

could impart the reqllifite fuccours of grace r 
• 

Could they doubt, whether he, who cured 
the'maladies, defeCls, and infirmities of the 
body, could alfo cure the wrong difpolitions 
and difeafes of the mind? 

But thefe arguments, obvious as they are, 
may yet, perhaps, leave the poiut in fame 
obfcurity. Let us therefore bring it into a 
clearer light. And to this purpofe be it here 

k R '" om. VllJ. r, 2. , , , 

- premifed, 

• 

, 
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premifed, that all the wifer moralifl:s, Gen­
tiles as well as Jews 1, commonly deicribeJ 
the human nature under a two-fold diftinc-
tionl-that of the inward· and the outward 
man; and fpoke of the one as a type or re­
pre{entation of the other. Hence then the 
difeafes of tbe body prc1cnt themfch-es in 
another view; quite ditterent from that in 
which they were feen before, contidercd as 

the confcquences, and the chafl:itements of 
fin. They appear no\v to be natural em­
blems of the feveral diforclers and deprava­
tions of the toul. -And therefore every mi­
raculous cure of any particular diftemper of 
the body became, of cOUl-fe, a iignificant em­
blem of the power of Chrifl: to remove the 

corrcfpondent depravation of the mind. Fre­
quent intimations of this fort the attentive 
reader will find difperfed through. variolls 
parts of the GOlpe!. Nor are there fome in­
~ance5 wanting, where the application is. 
made in direEl: and expre[s terms. 

1 PLAT. de Rep. lib. iv. PLOTIN. Ennead. lib. i. Hl1iROCl. 

in Au!". Cann. Pythag. Rom. vii. 22. 2 Car. iv. 16. 

Chriit 
• 
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Chrifi: often declared, that he was COl11e 

into the world to remove the ignorance, and 
to enlighten theunderfranding, of mankind "', 
To prove this, he refrored fight to thofe 
who were blind. To make it ,appear, that 
he was able, as he affirmed, to remove the 
blindnefs, the fpiritua I blindnefs, Of en'our 
and ignorance; he frequently cured that cor­
poreal blindnefs, which is the mofr natural 
emblem or image of it. And that luch cures 
were peculiarly dellgned, as they were ex­
quifitely adapted, to confirm the truth of 
this doctrine; is evident from the reflection 
which our Saviour makes, previous to his 
cure of the blind man, recorded in the IXth 
of John. As long, fays he, as "1 am in , 

the world, I am the light of the world n." 
, 

By this he turned their thoughts to himfe1f, 
as to the fountain of light and knowledge; 
and led them to confider the miracle he was 
about to perform, as a dire8: evidence of 
what he had aBerted. He refi"ored, or ra-

Cl John viii. 12. xii. 35, 36. 46. 

··Ver·s· 

ther 
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ther reformed 0 the man's eyes to the per­
ception of light; and thereby ihewed he 
could alfo refiore, or reform the milld to the 
perception of knowledge. And it was pbinly 
with the f.lme view, when he obierved how 
the malice and perverfenels of the Jews 
with-held them from admitting this~neceffary 
confequence, that he afterwards fubjoined, 
in alluiion to the miraculous cure he had 
wrought, tliat "for judgment he was 
come into this world; that they who fce 
not, might fee; allel that they who fee, 
might be made blind f." 

The Scripture informs us, that" the SOil ,. 

of God was for this purpore manifefted, that 
he might utterly dcfl:roy the works of the 
devil q; and redeem us from the power of 
Satan to himieIf." Now to convince the 
world of his ability to accomplilh this ar­
duous undertaking, be frequently d flodged 

• As the rerron was born biinJ, and never hall,i, eye-fight, 
our Saviour not 'only rcco'7Jcrcd but maJ- his eyes. Hence St. 
Cyprion, fpeaking of this C'. r~, fa/i, Oculos /orn\al!er. De. 
Patient. § 4. 

P John ix. 39' 
~ I John iii. 8. , 

• 

or 
• 
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or cafr out devils; and delivered the po{~ 
fefied from their tormenting power r; And 
his cafring them out in fo wondetful a man­
ner, was a proof by example Df his being 
come to' overturn the kingdom Df darknefs; 
and of his being endowed with authority to' 
check and controul the 1.1furped dominioli of 
our grand enemy. This application is our 
Saviour's own. For when the feventy re­
joiced, that "the devils, through his name .. 
were fubject unto them; he anfwered and 
faid, "I beheld Satan, as lightning, faU from 
heaven t, &c." , his power is broken; his 
dominion,' defrroyed: and the fuperiority; 
which you have now !hewn in miraculoufly 
difpoffeffing dremons1 is a proof and a 
pledge of the fpiritual conquefr, which 
you, and all my faithful difciples; 1hall 
finally obtain over them and their prince 1/' 
, SO' our SaviO'ur direCts us to cancIude. 

, 

But in thefe and, other inftances, the COll-
.. , , 

, r Matth. viii. 29. it. 32, &e. xii. 22., .. xvii. IS. 

23, /lee. iii. II. v. 2-15. 'Vii, 2,; &e. xi. 17, /lee. 
33, &e. viii. 26, &c. ix. 38-42' xi. 14. 

s Luke x. 17, 18. 

t Ibid. l'er. 19' 
, 

.. 

Mark i. 
Luke iv. 

neCtion 
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iimIon betweeh the mtr'acles and doCtrines 
is [6 very iiaiui"ai, Jd dote and difterriib'le; . 
that it ct>Uld hardly have beel'l' overlooked; 
though Chfift had never pointed it oiit~ 

, ' 

His Hav1h~, however, poirited it out; is' of 
, . 

finguIM ufe' and i'ervice. It ferves to £he,v; 
tn-at 'i\>'ha€ iMidels urge coiicerning the dif­
pffiIi€y Of nii'tades tl-nd doCtrines Ii, is entirelY 

• 

falfe and fri\7olous. It fervcs to !he\v, that , , 

tIT6i':§ is', the fame firiCl relation, rhe £1me in-
, 

vr&labPe corine€tiOll; between the miradesaiid 
d~ririeS of Chrifr; as there i'5 between ex..J 
pe14me'flts in natural philofophy and the COtl­

c1iilk>'llii that teflilt fl'om them. And hence 

it Iike\v'j:[e fet\'res to !hew; after what mall'" 
n'er \ve may fafetj apply thofe other mira .. 

, 

des, whid\ are not applied by Chrift him ... ' 
f~lf. We may confider, for example, his 
refl:o'rlng the lame~ weak, and paHied mem­
bers of the body; as a fpecirrien of his power 
to reftore the ei1feebkd, bellUL11:bcid, and dif· 
torted faculties of tllre niind. His cures of , 

• 

i, This is Sl'lN03AiS boaGed argument: but what little rea[on 
, 

he had to boaft of it, is, I trufr, now ~pparent. 

VOL. 1I. leprofies 

, 
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leprafies and all other loathfome difeafes, we 
may confider .as tokens of the power he pof­
[dIed to cleanfe the foul from thepolll\tions , . . 

of fin: In fine, we may confider his mak. 
ing men, however difeafed, all on a fudden 
vigorous and healthy; as an earnefl: of his 
1l)aking them, provided they followed his 
moral infiruttiol1s, eminently good, virtuous, 
and happy. ' 
. ~ut his ability in this refpett was not O1~ly 

evidenced by thefe remoter analogous in­
ilances; it was moreover exemplified in the 
actual manifefiation of the genuine promifed 
eff"etts. ; For his difciples, in confequence of 
tbeir m~fier's promife, were endowed with 
f~lCh " wifaom, as their adverfaries could 

•• • 

n.ejth~r gainf.1Y or reiifl X." They were in-
• 

[pir.ed with fuch a love of truth, as rendered 
them indef;l~igable ~n the propagation of it. 
They were totally altered in the temper of 
their minds; and transformed into new crca-, , 

tures. The pow:er of the fpiri~ was viGble 
in the improvements which they made by 

J 

• Luke xxi. r 5 .. 

• , hi~ 
, 
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• 

his affifrance. For they no longer lived the 
refl: of their time in the evil cut10ms and vi~ 
cious practices of the world'i but, ever at .. 
tentive to that which was good; " walked ill 
the commandments of the Lord, blame .. 
lefs Y." Hence then they abounded ill all the 
fruits of truth and righteou[nefs, in the 
midfr of a crooked and perverfe generation; 
among whom they fuone as' bright and glo­
rious lights t." And though they laboured 
under peculiar difficulties, and ,vere obliged 
to " wrefile not only againfi: flefu and blood, 
but alfo againfi: principalities and powers, 
againfl: the rulers of the darknefs of this 
world, and againfi: fpiritl1al wickednefs in 
high places; yet in all thefe things they 
were more than conquerors, through him that 
frrengthned them "." 

And, as the promife was not folely made 
to them; but alfo, in confideration of the 
like neceility, " to their children after them; 
and to all that were afar oft~ evell ,IS many as 

Y Luke I. 6. 
Z Philip. ii. 15. 
• Ephcl: vi. 12, 

o 2 

-

the 
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the Lord our God {hmiJd call b;" [0. the life 
• 

amI conver-tatioll of ev€ry fincere and; pious 
Chrifiian. eNhibits . a crear and fenfible d€~ 

• 

monfi'ration; that Chr.iiUfriH ab.i~s wi~h. his 
ch1.Uch ; and,that he continues to.iL11par~ ftJch 
fpiritual fuccours to ,all her members, 'as arc 
fuitable to their Cili€.llmfrances, and adequate 
to their wapts.· , . ' 

Having 't~ell f,].(h promifes offuper.-natu. 
ra1 grace~ aBd fuch all.iuances gi,'en us fOll 

the accompl,jihment of them; how thankful 
~llght; wetQ, be to God. for this marvel1ol!ls 
inj}allc~ oEhis regard and;killdnef5.! He migl'ltl 
jufily ha·ve left us in that low, weak, aud 
wretched condition, tQ \vhich we had per­
verfely redticed ourfelves. 'But" when we 

were· thus without frr.eligth c.,'" opprefied by 
guilt, and quite unequal to the practice of 
holjllef~~ " he mercifully [;lved us," clean led 
t15 from our fins, frrengtl)ned our infirmi. 
tics, and '~xalted our powers to the mea[urc 

, 

of our duty; " by the wafhing of regenera-

60n, 

• 
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rion, and reilt:lving of the Holy Ghoft d." 
If'we are now {ufficient for that which is 
good, "it is not of f0~rfe1veg, as of our:. 
(elves.; but our fuffitiency is of God e." And 
dicr.erore with what grateful praife fhouldwe 
celebrate his mercy, ,in that he condefcends 
to :dwell in our hearts by his fpirit; add fo 
to :operate on our minds and wills, as to re· 
pair :that image of his, in which he at firft 

, 

:creited us, by " creating us again in Chrift 
Jefus 'unto good works f;" anti fitting us for 
the enjoyment of that eternal happillefs for 
'which he origjl1ally defigned us. 

,'But then it ihould be remembered" that' 
" this fpirit of promife," however necefiary 
to(}Ur iinprovemen~ and happinefs, ,viil not 
be conferred but on certain conditions. For 
as it is well known, that, ~ith, regard to the 
difeafes of': the: body, they only obtained a 
ci~re~, and happily experienced the return. of 
he~lth, who applied themfelves to Ch6ft in 

, , , . , 
_ _. i 

<l Tit. iii. 5. 
I , 

c 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
, 

, Ephef. ii. 10. 

03 faith 

, 
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faith, and punctually obferved his clil'et1:ions; 
fo it is 110 lefs manifdl:, that, with regard to 
the difeafes of the, ~f~ they only can hop~ 
.to .red:ive the 1alutary influences of the Holy 
Spirit, who are fervent in their' prayers for 
the divine a{fr!hnce ; and diligent lin the ufe 
of!thofe apppinted means, whereby God has 
engaged todifpenfe it. A confideratiOlphat 
l11aY jufily' alarm thole; who neglecLor 
oeipife the .ordinances of religion.} Their 
c6nfciepce, tells them they are ,not fo good 
as they loughr, to be ; and yet, while they 
continue to ,1lcgle8: the proper means, it is 
irn'potlible 'they {bouid grow better.. For by 
juch negletts they do,. as it were, break 
dOlvn: the, cond~its of all heavenly influences; 
;Uld ftop:.the. current of divine grace from 
flowing in uprui, their fmlls. . . 
'; :But wbeuwe. have. tlfed. the appointed 
meall5, and are: confequentl y :~Ieffed wi~h the 
'invaluable. gift: of. the HoJy, Spirit; l¢t.u$ 
frill be careful to !=omply with his feeret, , 
pious fuggcfiions; and be ready to co-operate 

• • 

\vith bis p'raciouS"" motions. The advantage 
d 

pf baving God's help, far from rendering it 
I . . • . 

. . . ulllleceBary 
• 

, 
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.tmnecefiary to help ourfelves, obliges us to 
it in a peculiar manner. . vVe are therefore 
to "wOrk out our own falvation, becau(c 
he worketh in us both to will and to do, of 
his good pleafure s." For it is 'a great ag­
gravation of every fin, that, by running 
into the commifilon of it, we quench and 
friile all the good and pious motions, excited 
by the fpirit of God in our hearts. And it 
is. a great incitement to our endeavours of 
performing every duty, that with fllCh aids 
we may be (ure of fuccefs. For" greater 
is he that is iil us, than he that is in the 
world h." And the almighty power· of this 
divine affiflant feems to be in Scripture fo 
particularly fet before LIS, with a view to ani­
mate us in our Chriflian warfare. And to 
this end it is nobly adapted. For what farther 
encouragement can we need, to engage us 
in the vigorous profecution of our duty; than 
to be well alTured, as we are aifured, that, let 

g Philip ii. 11, 13' 

h John i,', oj-' 

• 04 our 

• , 



. . 
• • 

• 

QIF .djffi~uh!~s pe wh'lt they will, '! we may 
~((. fTIore ~hill~ . conqll!3ror~, thrQQgh him 
tpat !lrepgth~ns/' guides, and. [upport& 
" us i I" • • 

• • 

. ~f rhis, whi~}1 W,!S int~nded to infpire us 
with ~Qt1rage~ ·1hputd ul~h~ppily render u~ 
':<j.r~lefs ~nd pfefpmptuous; then are we, 
()q t~e oth~r h~~<l, frf;qm:iltly apd forcibly 
~~moni{h~~ to cQn{id~r, that" how power~ 

cO'!~ , 

fyl ioevf)r O~l.r ill1iltant is, yet we mllfl: not 
t!::<;p~c,l: lw, (iwulrl perform the whole tha~ 

is incumb~~i upon llS, We .have our part 
to acr; al!d, haying prepared; us for it, it 
is his only to help our endeavours. And 

• 

ther(lt9r~ ~t \Jehoves u~ to take heed to 

purfelves, .'1 ;hil~ we receive not the gracy 
of God in vaiu k. "to. take heed to our-

o , ••• , _ _ • 

jeh;cs, fl thilt we work out Ollr ;f.11va~ 
• • 

tioa with· te,~r <lod trembling J :'1 for if 
.,we fail, \VG f:lil ilt Jail by our ,own rc· 
miffilels. 

o 

• 

. . '. . 

j Phil. i\'. I j. 

j.; :; Cor. \"1. r. 
. • • I 

, 1'1 01 .. . . • 11 • !I. !.: . 
• 

2 
• o. 

• . '. \Vere , . . 

• 
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Were we inclin~d to humOUl' 'the' "eill 
of curio[l,ty,' feveral quefiiot1s 'Plight here 
be agitated, concerning the m()de of the 
divine operation, and its confifiency with 
free wilL Bur.;-to fpeak the - truth, and 
obviate the impertinence of fllCh queftions " i 
in ,;whllt mal111el''the Holy Spirit aCts upon; 
and influences' our minds, it is 110 more 
our -cQneern to know; than it was the 
concern of the difeafed in Ifraelto know 
howCJhrHl: cur~d their bodies. Both -. ' 

operlltions -[eem to be analogous; and are 
both perhaps equally inexplicable. It was 
fufficiem for the dif~afed, that they ob. 
tain~d velief: and it is fufficient for tls, 
that we are VOuchh1fed affiftance. The 
powe\" 'of Chdft to heal, was manifeft 
from the cmfs:be wrought: and the power 
of the ,Spirit to fanCtify, -is manifcfi from 
the refotmation of finners. The rcalit\, 

.' 

, of the -one and the other operation 
fiailus attefted by the confequent eftcCts. 
They that were cured :md refiored to health, 
proved that they were fo, by performing 
" all 
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all the funCtions' and aCl:ions of a found 
and healthy body; by difcharging . the 
offices of. the animal life. And they that 
are fanCtified, prove themfelves, in like 
manner, to· be under the government and 
influence of the Holy Spirit, by excrcifing 
all the virtues and graces .of a r-eligiotis ,and 
fpiritual life; by forming their temper, imd 
adjufring their conduCt, ·tb the precepts and 
example ,of Chrifr. " . '. . , 
• This proof then, we lhould be fQlicitous 
to cxhibit, for the benefit of tJle world, 
and our own comfort:. All pretences to 
the Spirit, grounded on any other bottom, 
are vain and delufivc. ~For ", as many as 
are led by the Spirit of God m," are care~ 

ful to obey the commandmelltsof God; 
'and to bring forth fruits worthy of thi 
Spirit. Now," ~he fruits of the Spirit 
arc in all goodncfs, righteoufnefs, and 
truth n :" that is" confift in the praCtictl~f 

1'": Rom. viii. 14 • 

. F.l'hcf:" 9, 

• 

• 
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all moral virtues; and more efpecially in 
• 

the exercife of benevolence, jllil:ice, fince. 
rity, purity, temperance and peace. "If 
thefe things b~ in us, and abound 0," they 
iliew, undeniably thew, that'we are atl:uated 
by a divine principle. A principle tha~ 

H will 'not.permit us to be either inatl:ive, 
or unfruitful,· ill the knowledge of our 
LordJefus Chriftp." " But he that lacketh 
thew· thihgs",is blind" to his own advan­
tage; "fee~ not" the . heinoull1efs of re­
fifting the lnotions of the Holy Spirit; " and 
is il:rallgely forgetful" of his baptifmal en­
gagements; and of that " purification from 
fin q," which, if he had not been want­
ing to himfelf, he might certainly have 
obtained in· virtue of that ordinance, by 
which he was initiated into the Chriil:iall 
church. 

And ·huce it muft prove of the moa t~lta! 
confequence, to fall from thofe bright views 

o ' I" ' 2 et. 1. I. 

, Ibid. 
'J Ibid. "er. 9; and the ('ommentators 011 the plae~. 

and 
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and,. exitlted . privileges." which: Cbriilian i t y 
fets before,lls; Ietus ,~, tluirefore,my breth. 
ren; elJdeavpur withfo much the more di~ 
ligcitld: ,'t6 . make: our . calling: and deClion 
furer~~.,~ Let· us fhive, by the divineaffifi. 
anee, to'atl{wer the:gqod:pnrpo{e of God 
concerning :us. Let, .us labour faithfully in 
our vocation: and : miriifiry: and' fi:udy to 
fulfil, oils, ·;far as we' are able,: all' the 'p'lJliga­
tion:Lnfduty. ,"~ If "ve.do thefe, thibgs, we 
1halI'oever faILs.','.;Goc1 wilHuppott"tts with 
COml1111llic~tio~: bf grace" fuita:bIe: to' our 
frate and: lleceffities: will render tis equal to 
the difficulties, of OUr warfare i and. bring 
it at !aft: t-o a glorious ifi'ue .. " ·For. fo ail en· 
trance ihall be richly and abund~ntly mi • 

. lliftered un'to .us," to admit us. " into the 
• 

everlafting.kingdomof our Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chriftt." We !hall not only be feeure 
of ootainting 'happinef~ there; but !hall be 
received into it with circumftances of dif· 
tillgt1ith~d honour. For"\'bofe graces, which 

r 2 Pet. i. Ie. 

, Ibid,: . .. 

. , t Ibid. ,·er. II, (ee DPDP.IDGE'S tam. E:<p. 

• 

;tdorntd 
• 
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adorned our profeffion here on earth, will 
attend us at lafl:, in a radiant train, to thore 
heavenly manfions of blifs and glory, which 
th~ divine mercy !hall then affign' us, 
through the merits and mediation of ]efus 
Chrifl:. 

To whom, with the Father and the Holv -
Ghofl:, be afcribed, as is mofl: due, all ho-
llOur, adoration, and praife, both now and 
for ever-more. Amm. 

• 

, S E R .. 

-

-

• 

• 
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• 

z TIM. i. ro. 
, 

And hath brought lift and immorta{ity to light, 
. through the Gqfpel . 

• 

E have already feen, what a perfeCt 
and complete rule of life Jefus 

Chrift has delivered in the Gofpel for the 
moral improvement of mankind. And we 
have alfo feell, what powerful aili{buces he 
has gracioufly vouchfilfed to enable them to 
obey itsdireCl:ions. 

But, notwithftandillg mankind were thus 
enlightned with the knowledge of their duty, 

and 



• 

208 S E R M 0 N XXI. 
• • 

and firengthned likewif~ with abilities to 
perform it; yet, as they found thcm1C!vcs 
obliged to refrain from many things which 
appeareddefirable, and to embrace as many 
that were very grievous, to Befh and blood; 
fotwas it moreover neceifary, that fome 
weigltt1 and aff'e-ding' moti·v~~ fhENld be- pro­
pofed and laid before them, to difpofe and 
determine them to act accordingly:. mo­
tives fufficient, as well to refirain them from 
the purfuit of vice U11der its mofi engaging 
appearancc; as to ~lrge them forwards in 
the practice of virtue againfi the mO'fi pref-
fi.ng, . 0 0 

But fuch l1!otivcs cOludnot be drawn frem 
any thing that occurred in the preient fiate. 
Thtt arguments foouded: OB thedigtfli~y" ami'· . 

- • , . i 

ablenefs, and aclvantagesofmtue, h<?w cl~I'~y 
toeveT and;elegantly difplayed, had but lit. 
tle'" etfetl on the' general condud of 1~a~1killdi 

• 

and were much too weak to with£l:al~d the 

violence of firang temptations,. and the ttr~ 
rours of revere and alarming triak 'to mert, 
wJll.Ofe:vie.wls Were confined' to ~hi~. w0rl'd, 

• 
o , 

tha:t. condUe! muit nece1Iarily' appe~ri.~y far 
o • 

the 
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the wifef!: and mof!: advantageous, which 
was mof!: likely to cafe them of the pains 
aqd troubles, and to procure them the plea­
fures, of the prefent life. And fince the 
pleafures and pains, or the happinefs and 
mifery of the prefent life, are by no means 
regularly conneCled with the moral character 
of mankind; but rather difpenfed ill a feel11-
ingly promifcuous and illdifcriminate man· 
ocr; it is obvious to conclude, that perfons, 
aCtuated by the foregoing principles, would 
naturally be led to facri6ce the interef!: of dif. 
trefied virtue to the engaging allurements of 
more profperotls vice. 

But, though the appetites anc! pafiiolls 
generally prevailed, and inclined them to 
low and unworthy purfllirs; yet there fiill 
fub!ified ill every mall's breaf!: an illdelible 
[ente of the m:1l1ifefl: difl:Crence bet\veen good 
:llld evil; anti the dittatcs of confcience, felt 
within ", forcibly prcflCd them to avoid the 
one, and to embrace the other. Hence they 

. perceived themfelves to be as well moral, as 
rational, agents; and confeqlJently account-

u Domin3115 ille in nohis ceus. Cicero. 

VOL, II. p able 

• 

• 
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able for all their aCtions. And fince they 
clearly [,1W, from the prefent unequal dif .. 
pen(ations of providence, that a proper ac­
COUllt of human aCtions was not taken in 
this world; the wifefi and mofi confiderate 
of them reafonably inferred, or rather"feel .. 
ingly pre[1ged, that there mufi be of necef­
fity a future fiate; in which all thefe things 
would be finally fettled, and everyone ihould 
receive the jufi and due reward of his 
deeds. 

Such notice did nature fuggefi concerning 
the reality of another life. And upon this 
notice, firengthned perhaps by traditionary 
accounts, "the world entertained fome con­
fu[ed belief of a future invifiblefiate, through~ 

" out all ages. But this belief, however uni .. 
verfal, was fo weak and languid, that it 
could never fupport the caufe of virtue; cf­
pecially when ihuggling with difficulties and 
dilhe(s. In that cafe, men frood in need of 
fuller evidence; and feem in truth to have 
occafionally obtained it, in a degree alld 

" manner fuited to their peculiar conditions 
and c;lpacitics. In general however, man­

kind 
" 
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• 

,,'r .,~ 

kind w~re left entirely to themfelves, ;md 
to their own reafonings. And the eft~?I: 

was, that they foon funk into doubts and 
• 

uncertainties, which they knew not how to 
clifpe!. 

'Whencommon fetlfe was thus at a fiancj; 
fome affifiance, perhaps, might be expecred 
from philofbphy. But the philofophers, ill­
fiead of clearing it up, involved the fubje8: 
in greater obicurity; and perplc~ed the 
world with their various and contraditl.ory 
opinions about it. Some affirmed, that the 
foul died and perilhed with the body: others 
maintained, that it was incorruptible and 
immort4l1: but the far greater part of them 
fiutl.uated perpetually in thcirfentiments, un· 
able to determine where to fix x. 

While it laboured therefore under filCh 
incon(jfienc:cs, the doctrine of immortality 

, 

. x Sunt, qui di[cefillm animi a corpore putent ciTe mortem. 
Sunt, qui nullum cen;cnt fieri difcrffum, led una allimum et 

corpus occidere, animumque in corpore eXllingui. ~i dill'e­
delc ani mum ccnfent, 31ii ltatim dillipari, alii din permanere, 
alii fcmper. Ciceron. Tufcul. Dilp. I. i. c; ix. Harulll [en" 

trntiarum qU:t1 vera fit dllllS ali'1uis viderit: '111;c rcrilimiliima 
magna 'lu:l'!lio ell. Ibid. c. xi. 

and 

. 

• 
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aild a future ftate could be of little or IJO 

fervice to the real purpofes of virtue and 
godlinefs. Of this indeed its moil: ftrenu­
ous advocates feem to have been fully fen­
fible. For it is .very remarkable, that, 
though they treated fo largely and fo fre­
quently of the rewards and punilhments of 
another life; yet, they feldom or never at­
tempted to apply them to any of thofe pious 
and noble ends, which they were excellently 
fitted to anfwer. They feldom or never ap­
plied them to the fuppreffion of vice, or the 
encouragement of virtue. They never ap­
plied them,' either to' refirain the giddy ca­
reer of the thoughtlefs and abandoned; or 
to cGmfort the \;;ell-difpofed under the va­
rious troubles of this mortal life, and raife 

, 

tbcm above the fear of death. The aI'gu-
• 

mcnts they llfed for thefe purpofes wcre 
drawn from other topics: from the bafcneis 
and infamy of an evil courfe; and from the 
credit and reputation that attended a good 
one: from the futficiency of, virtue for the 

completion of its own happinefs: and from 
, , 

the coniideration that things, which cannot 
, be 
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be avoided, fhould be cheerfully and courage­
oufly endured Y. Arguments of infinitely 
weaker force than thofe~\vhich are fuggefted 
by the hopes and fears, that nature has im­
planted in every mind, with regard to the al­
lotments of futurity. 

But this, alas! was not the worft. Phi­
lofophy, at length, did greater mifchief. It 
even deadened the influence of thefe natural 
paffions; and deprived virtue of its ftrongeft 
guards. For, as by reprefenting Hades (the 

• • 

place of departed, but virtuolls, fouls) to 
be a gloomy and difconfolate region z,. it 

damped 
, 
Y Vide Ciceron. Tufcu!. Diiillltatione" lib. ii. & i,-. et alibi 

,,_,mIll. 
z Thus HqMER, the great di-,ine of the heathen world, re­

prefents the fouls in Hades as difconfolate, and lamenting their 
crindition. See ' 

Iliad xvi. 856. 'fvX" ;nY. f!e[~" &c. 
OdyfT. xi. 488. B~.\c.~lu~), Yo: f7rag1!grz,.., &c. 
-- xxiv. 6. 'n~ :/~'n ~L'%TEe~~ES" &c. 

And though PLATO, in the beginning of his t/;irl. R''FI!Mic, 
cenfures there paff.1gcs, and would b,-e them expllnged, as in­

juriol1s to the welf.1re of fociety; fince they tend to weaken the 

courage of men, and make them afraid of death: yet is he obliged 

to acknowledge in his em!)'/"s, that the icntilllents contained 
therein were fo deeply fixed in the minds of the commonl'eople, 

p 3 that 



, 

., 
J 

114 S E R M 0 N XXI. 
damped the hopes of good tnen ; and checked 
that ardbur of defir:e, with which they na­
tUl'ally, pa!Jted after fome future, unexperi­
enced joys, that would make amends for 
their prcfent fufferings; fo, by diveil:ing the 
deity of punitive juflice a, of the will and 
capacity of doing allY hurt, it fi'ced the 
\-vicked from the terrours of vengeance; and 
fet tht3ffi Ioofe ~_o purfue the bent of their 
vicious inclinations without contran!' The , . 

confequence was jufl what might be .expe8:ed. 
Probity and vihue declined apace i while 

• 

vice Qnd difiolutenefs gathered flrength; 
und fpread their baneful, dellruCtive in­
flueI~c~, through all orders and degrees of 
people. 
· Npr was this thp flate of the G.clltiles 
only. The Jews, attached to the temporal 
promiies, and infeCted, many of then1, with 
• 

(hat they cODld ty no mc~ns be perfuaded to think Qthcl1vife of 

llad~>. tb~u of a region llnC0!ufortabk, gloomy, and difinal-
• • • 

an,l theretorc gle~tly drc!l<!cJ by them, 

a Hoe 'll1iuClll COllllllune elt ollllliulll philo[ophoru1I1-"lJllll: 
'llIan! nee irar~i del1111, nee llDccrc. CICERO De Ofliciis, lib. 

iii. C'JP. x~'iiii .. F~'; mOH,: in Hr4 \r.'~L1:!tTON'S Div. LetJut. . '" ~ 

rv.l. II. v. ii:. § 6: 
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the principles of Sadducift11, were nearly ill 
as bad a condition. For though we fhould 
allow, that the doarine of immortality and 
a future fiate was mofi prevalent among them; 
yet they feem to have been but little atten­
tive to the vafi: an:l important confequence~ 
of it. They advanced no higher in the prac­
tice of virtue, than the others did, who had 
no hopes; and were guilty of as many and 
great vices, as the worfi of.them, who had 
nothing to fear beyond the grave. 

At [uch a crifis, it is obvious to infer, 
what great need there was of a divine reve­
latitm to firengthen and confirm the diaates 
of nature; and to afcertain the realitv of a , 

future fiate: to inculcate and imprefs on 
mankind the lafiing importance of true re­
ligion, by awakening their minds to a pro­
per fenle of the divine juf1:ice; which is 
equally concerned to punifh the wicked, as 

, 

to reward the good. 
Accordingly <,t this period, Chrifi recom.,. 

mended, after a lignal manner, his love and 
kindnefs to us in that he "brought life 
and immortality to light through the Gof-

r 4 pel ;'1 

-
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pel:" in that he eftabliihed the fcntimcnts 
and cxpeaatiOllS of nature; and improved 

, _ the intimations given by' the law: il1 that 
he illuftrated the doarine of a future ftatc; 

, 

and cleared it of all the doubts and difEcul-
ties, undcr which it had before laboured. 
For the Gofpe! not only alfures u~ of th~ 
world to come; ,but lays it open to our 
view in the nlainefl: and the flllleil manner: 

L 

defcribes it with lllch particular circum-
frances, and delineates it by fuch afieC1:ing 
reprefentations, as are moft admirably- fitted 
to promote the ends of true religion :; .. ad­
mirably fitted, to reclaim us from the prac­
tice of the moft alluring 'vice; and to ani­
mate us in the djjcbarg~ of the mofi hazar~l­
ellS duty • 

. To this purpofe we are, informed, th;jt 
" as it is appointed. (0(;111 .men once to die, 
fo after thaUhere wi!! con1e aj.uclgment b ; 

, 

when we il1all all appe~r at the tribunal of 
Chrifl:, to give an account of the things we 

, 

have done; and ro receive for thofe things 
, . , , 

, , , , 

'Ech. ix, =7. 
! ',. , 

" accord-
, " . . 

-
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accordingly C," For" when the fOil of man 
ihall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him, then {hall he fit on the 
throne of his glory; and before him iliall be 
gathered all nations d, When they frand 
before him, both [mall and great, then {hall 
'the books be opened; and all {hall be judged 
according to the things written in thofe 
books c. And as there is . nothing covered 
which {hall not be revealed, and nothing 
!hid that {hall not be known {;" fo there is 
nothing, which {hall not receive a juO: re­
compence of reward, fuitable to its nature, 
whether good or evil. 

·When judgment is paffed, a proper difcri. 
mination w.ill take place; and everyone 
{hall inherit his deftined and deferved porw 

tion, "To them, who, by patient cOllti· 
'nuance in well doing. fought," and prepared 

.. themfelves for, a fiate of " immortal honoUl' 
and, glory;" Chrifr will at Iafi graciouOy 

• 

c 2 Cor. v, 10. 

d Matth. XXY. 31, 32. 

( Rev. xx. t~. 

f "!atth. x. 26. 
• 

, 

• render 

• 
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render the great prize they fo ardently pur­
filed even "eternal life g " and eternal 
happinefs. 1' But to the~' perverfe and un­
grateful '~thildren of contention, who per­
tinacio~fly difpute againil: the truth; and, 
ltlfiead. of obeying its tighteolls dierates,ob. 
:ftinateIy'follow their oWn wicked ways, and 

'prejudicate opinions j" he will render a quite 
• 

diftCrent; portion. For them, is referved all 
that canbe;imagiued moil dreadful andtre­
melldous~ Ii Indignation" 'is conceived, and 
"'wrath"ilhall break forth againfr them: 
the ihart>eft ." tribulation," the molt hope. 
lefs and inextricable" angl1ifh," will buril: 
ontin a tol'tqnl: of un mingled mifery oil their 
haplefs alld ;guiltyfouis h ; and will continue 
tOtPrment them for ever and ever . 

. Sllch:ltt<tnelTI.otives, that is, the promifes 
and threntn'ings, which Chriil: difclofed, in 
order to influence our moral conduer. And 

• 

though t~1efe promifes and threatninr;s refer 
10 a future and difinnt world; yet, that be 

'J •• 
.of hOm. ll. 7. 

• 

. 1"1 t' , 1.'1'" r('f, -),9. ~ec D(lDDRIDG~ in loc, 

affirmed 

• 
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affirmed nothing but what was true; that he 
promifed or threatened no more, than what 
he can, and, in due time, will certainly per- . 
form; we have all the evidence imaginable 
to believe.· 

For what can be more evident, than that 
we are defrined, though mortal, to live 
again; " when Chrift, out head/' rofe fron'l. 
the grave; and vifibly ;lfcended to re[ume his 
glory in that fiate, from whence he had 
come down to reveal it unto us? 

And fIuee an eternal {bte awaits us, what 
can be more evident, than that he, who was 
able to blaft and deB roy by the word of his 
mouth i, to firike offenders dead by the mi­
nifhyof his fervantS k) in this prefellt world; 
mufi be likewife able to affiia and take vell-. . 

geimce on them in that future world, of 
which hl: is equally the lord and gov~rnor r 

. What can be more e\,ident, than that he, 
who was able to fupport the weary multi­
tudes, and to relieve their hunger with food~ 

, 

i 1I1atth. xxi. 19. M~rk xi. If, 20. 
k 1 n ... 

il(.l5 V. 5, to. XIlI. If. 

• 
2 In 

• • 
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• 

iIi the wildernefs I; . muft be able alfo to [.1 • 
• 

tis(y the righteous to' the extent of their de. 
1ircs, and fill them with all fpiritual C0111-

furts, . in heaven? 
But evident as it is, yet this point may reo 

ceive- fome farther illufiration; or at leaD:, 
the propriety of the .miracles by which it is 
fl.1pported may become more confpicuous; if 
·we particularly confider the nature of thofe 
emblems, under which the enjoyments of 
another life are in' Scripture reprefented 

• to us. ,; :' 

Now., as,. the foundation of happinefs is 
laid in 'free~1om'froinp3ill and fufterings; fo 

• 

heaven is accordingly defcribed as a place of 
perfeet ;.eafe· aod fecurity: where "there 
mall be llomore death, neither forrow, nor 
crying ; neither ;mall there be any more pain: 

• 

ror Chr,ifi mall wipe .away all tears from 
their e),cs m ,':' And what plainer proof, what 
fllrer pledge could he give, that he will here-

. . 

J ~\l;l:ih. xift. '57 &c. XV. 32, &c. Mark vi. 35, &c. 
f:.i. I, &c. LuLe ix. 11, etc. John vi. 5, &c. 

• • 

I
, . 

fl Ie\" ·'\1 , . • .\. ""T' 
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after prefel've his faithful fervants in per feB: 
cafe; and defend thern from every thing 
hurtful and annoying; than his having al­
ready wrought, for their comfort and relief, 
fo many falutary and eafe-difpenfing mi­
racles? than his having raifed [orne parti­
cular perfons from the dead; and his having 
removed from others thofe maladies and tor-

• 

ments, which were the caule of their far­
rows, troubles, and afHiaions? 

]f we advance now from eafe to enjoy­
ment; the fame obfervation will hold good. 
The bleffings of another life are often re­
prefented by the comforts of this. When we 
are given to underO:alld, how completely 
happy the righteous {hall be in the world to 
come; it is expref1y f:1id, that" they {hall 
hunO'er no morc, nor thirO: any more; for o . 
ChriO: {hall feed them, and lead them unto 

fountains of living ,vaters n." If then the 
felicities of the fpiritual \,'orld ftand thus 
defcribed under the vail or covering of tem­
poral enjoyments; what more fignificant in-

fiance 

-
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france, what more appropriate example could 
our Saviour produce, of his ~bility to fl,lpply 
311 the longings and deli res of the foul; than .. 
his fatisfying to the full the analogous crav-
ings and appetites of the body! which he 
wore than once I;lliraculo:ufly did 0, 

But whatever rewards on the one hand, 
or whatever l'uniihments on the bther, may 
be referved for men in a futu re ftate; yet ma­
nifeH it is, that \hey can only take place ill 

• 

confequence of the final judgment. That 
o 

there is a judgn'lent to come, nature dic-
tates, and revelation confirms~ In com­
paffion to mankind, this judgment, we are 
informed, is committed to Chrift. And that 
this information is true, who can now polli-

o • 
o 

o bly diillUte, when his power to judge the 
world was fo viii bl y di1lllayed; and the 
form of his proceedings 10 circumil:antially 
rep ref en ted, ill the fate of the Jewifh 
nation? 

He told them, before his death, that, as 
• 

fure as the Jewiih polity ihould be defiroyed, 
and the inhabitants of Judea be vifireJ for 

o See the l'aiI'ges refcrr·:.i to in p. Z 20. 

their 
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their iniquities; fo furely fhould the frame 
of the univerfe be diHolved; and the inhabi. 
tants of the earth be fummoned to judgment p. 

One part of this prediction has been already 
fulfilled; and that in fo extraordinary a 
manner, as plainly {hewed it to be the work' 
of Chrift q • The other therefore will be 
fulfilled in its feafon ; at the time determined 
by the Father. And when that determined 
time is come, can it ever be doubted, that 
he, who, in this judicial manifefiation, made 
fuch an apparent difference between the be­
lieving and unbelieving Jews; will alfo, in 
that future determination, of which this was 
the emblem, make again the like difiinc­
tion between the righteous and the wicked; 
between them that ferved him in fear and 
reverence, and them that defpifed and tranf­
greifed his L \'.' 3 r 

. P Matth. eh. xxiI'. 29--31. Dr. J AC};SO!"; \\'Olks, \"01. 1. 

b. i. ch. xxi". 
q The interpofition of a divine po',';cr was fo clearly ,·ilible ill 

the orerthrow of ]ern[;\!rm, that TITus himlelf arerilled his 

taking that city to the alIilt:.llcc of God. Je, Erl!. de Bello Jud. 
1'\ ' , § h). Y1. C.IX. I. 

There 
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. There are fome palfages in the Gofpels f 

nearly allied to this fubjeCl', which, as they 
have been groilly perverted to the bafe pur­
poCes of infidelity, it may be proper to recall 
to their deftined tife. The paflages I mean 
are thofe, which give us an account of the 
repeated demands made by the Jews, that 
our Saviour would lhew them "a fign from 
heaven." The {ign they referred to; is thus 
defcrib.ed by the prophet Daniel. "I faw 
in the night vilions, and behold 0!1e like the 
fOll of man came with the clouds of heaven: 
and there was given him dominion, and 
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, na­
tions, and languages lhould ferve him r." 
Now the domipion of Chrifi was then to be 
efiablifhed, when the je\vifh polity was de­
ftroyed. Our Saviour therefore, perceiving 
that they knew not what they afked, " flghed 
deeply in his lpirit; and f.lid, An evil and 
adulterous generation fceketh after a fign ; 
and there lhall no fign be given it, but the 
fign of the prophet Jonas. For as Jonas 

r Ch. "ii. 13, 14. 
• Mark viii. 12. 

• 

was 
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was three days and three nights ill thewhale's 
belly; fo {hall the Son of Man be.three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth t." 

• 

Thus far he draws the parallel in plain and 
, 

ekplicit terms: farther hecould not openly ad. 
vance without danger of exciting their're-

• 
fentment. But from this intimation, con .. 
neaed with the fequel of the hiftory of 
Jonah, the ferious and contemplative might 
eafily perceive the full force and purport of' 
the anfwer: which was irldeed moll: perti­
nently adapted to their urgent, though fatal,. 
demand. 

The hifiory informs us, that Jonah was 
fent by Almighty God to preach repentance 
to the flnful Ninevites. He' preached ac­
cordingly; and enforced his exhortations 
with this. argument "yet forty days 
and Nineveh {hall be overthrown "." Chrill: 
was fent in like manner to work the con-

• 

veruon of the linful Jews; . and he urged)t 
upon them by the very .fame argument. 
For fubfiitute now a year for a day, :XC..! 

, 

, Mann. xii. 39, 40. 
U Jonah iii. 4. 

Ven. II. 
, . , 

Q 

, 

• • 

, 

. cording 

, 
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cording to the ftile of the prophetic Ian .. 
guage; alid the fum of his reafoning will 
plainly appear from the tenour of the 
patallel, to ifflie at Iafi in this, -." Yet fotty 

years, unlefs ye repent, and Jerufalem {hall 
be defiroyed/' And as they repented riot,­
defiroyed it was~ exaaIy at the end of that 
preditted period x. 

·That our Saviour had this event in 
view, and alluded to it ill his feveral an-

-

[wers; i:; not only evident from the fore-
goiflg reafons; but receives frill .additional 
confirmation from his fubfequent, and 'more 
opendeeJ'ar<"iti6ns. When' the difciples 
fhewed him the' buildings of the ttmple'j 
he pbnly told them, that,< " rhel'e {hoMd 
flot be left: one ilone upon another, th:<t 
{honld not be ~hrown down y ,"and that this 

• 

x Here it defeI"Yest,o be noted, as it makes our Saviour's re­
ference Ifill more Ilr:ki,ig; tliat Nineveh had undergone this 
threatned hne: For though upon their repentance at Jonah'~ 
preaching, "God aifa repented- of the evil he had fiiid he woul<i 
40 unto them;" yet forty ,years after, when they rdapfed again, 
Nln~'eh Was r.dlroYed: as pllinly appears from the laft chapter 
of the book of Tobit, ver. 8. and I S. And muft therefore ha\'c 

• 

been known to the Jews • 
• , "I- ·Matth. uiv. 2. , 

• '.. .0 •• 

'-

• 

fhould 
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• 

1hould happen within the !hort and narrow 
limit of that prefent generation. This was 
clear and pretife enough. But in his final 

, 

:mfwer td the high priefr he was fiiH more 
, 

explicit; and feems to have purpofely ad. 
jufied his reply to the circumfiances of the 
cafe before us. 

- , 

When the high pridl: adjured him, that 
he would inform the council, "Whether 
he was the Chrifr, the Son of God; Jefus 
faith unto him, Thou hafr {aid z:" that is, 
he anfwered them to this effeCt " You 
have all the reafon in the world to COIl­

clude; that I am the promife,d Meiliah. I 
have given you the fullefl: and rnofr incon­
tefiable proofs of it. I have 1he\ved you 
all the figns, and performed all the mi­
racles, which the prophets had foretold 
the Meiliah !hould perform: and yet ye 
will not believe. There is one fign indeed, 
mentioned by the prophet Daniel, which 

- , 

you have,frequently demanded to fee; and, 
which 1 have hitherto, in l~ercy, forborn' 
to difplay; though I have as frequently 

t Matth. xxvi. 6'3, 64' -
-

Q 2 ;'reminded 



• 
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reminded you both of the certainty and 
dreadfulnefs of it. Neverthelefs, as the 
meafure of your iniquities is growing to 
the full, this fign thall alfo be {hortly ex­
hibited. For" hereafter," and' at DO long 
difiance, "ye thall fee the Son of Man, 
fitting on the right hand of power; and 
roming in the douds of heaven",'" to take 
vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the Gofpet h:' 

Such was otJr Saviour's conduCt; and fuch 
the mode of reafoning he ufed on there cri. 
ticaloccafiolls. And who, but the moD: iu­
veterately prejudiced, could pollibly cenfure 
this conduCt! could polliMy infer from this 
mode of reafoning,. that ChrW: difcouraged 
all rational inquiry, as confcious that he 
could not, with refpeCt to the evi.dence of 
his divine million, fatisfy the un.derfiand-

• 

ings of difcerning men "? But this infin.uation 
i,s as falfe, as. it is impious. He was al. 
ways forward to promote their inquiry; aI-

a Matth.xxvi. 6~. 
~ :z Thea: i. 8. 
e Chri11ianity not foimdd on argument. 

• 

4 
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ways ready to clear up their doubts. He 
urged them with proofs upon proofs, and 
miracles U pOll m i rades; and therefore left 
them without excufe. Whatever our mo­
dern infidels may think, even "the men 
of Nineveh {hall rife up in the judgment 
with that generation, and alall condemn it: 
for they repented at the preaching of Jonas d," 

which was fupported at moil: but by one 
miracle; whereas thefe perverfely with-
11:ood the moil: falutary admonitions, fi.1P­
ported by the il:rength of repeated proofs, 
pnd the united force of Ilumberlefs mira­
ch~s. And fince their behaviour was fo in­
corrigibly vile; how jufl:ly did they faU 

• 

under the weighty rigour of that fign, 
which they had fo often imperiouily de­
manded, 

Dreadful were the things which befd th~ 
. infidels of that age. "But all thofe things 
happened 1,lnto them for ellfamples: and they 
are written for our admonition, upon whom 
the ends of the world are come e;" and to 

dMtth .. J a • Xli. 41. 
c 1 Cor.:x. I I. 

whom 
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whom is committed the laft: difpenf\ltion of 
grace and mercy. Le~ U$ th,erl(fore be ad­
monifhed by t,h~m; and p~ efpecially ,care,­
ful th\lt we C,' ~el.llpt qot Ch,rifr," who ha~ 

, . 

graciQ.ui'ly, been plea(ed to take US \)nd.er hi? 
. COl)QuCl: al~d p.rotec,rion; a~d WJ10 has ho-. , 

110~l,red his ~hun:h ~vith fo rpgpy d,emQn-
fira~i,ye tok.ens of his prefence. Let \)5 

y ta~e heed, ,bretl~reQ, .left there be in any 
of )JS an evil heart of ).ll1Qelief jn departing 

, , 

,frpm ,the li,ving ,Godi,~' an4 rl'!je,Cl:ing thFl 

,Gorpel-revelation. Fo~ fore will pe their 
.~,' ~o!ldemqation," jf, "',Vh~n light is com~ 
Juto the worl~, men:: will perv~rfely (hut 
,their eyes; ancJ frill contiptg: to "lov~ 

.darknefs rather ,than Ijght,~' for fear" their 
,4~eds ihouldpe r~pr9'1ed g," Bqt wheth~r 

, ' 

they are reproved in this world or not Lyet j , 

the1'c is now 9peped another fcen~, ip which, 
~ve ,lre fure, they !hall finally meet ~iti1 

condig!l p)l~lifhment: for '~th~ L9rd 
, ' 

~ometh witp ten tl10ufands of. his faints, 
• 

Jo, q~cute j~dgl1,1~nt llpon ,up;, ;mq" mQre 
• 

f H b ... e . lll. IZ. 

, .. , , 

, , 

11 John iii. 19, 20. 
, , 

• 

", 
• 

• 

tfpecially 
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efpecially "to conviB: thofe who have 
lived ungodly, of all the impious deeds, 
which they have impioufiy committed, 
and of all the hard, irreligious fpeeches, 
which ungodly Ul1llerS have fr10ken againil: 
himh." 

How we {hall be brought, though fu~jeCl: 
to death, to fraud up at the future judg­
ment; and what will be the particular con,. 
fequences of it; I {hall have occafion to COI1-

fider more largely hereafter. 
In the mean time, "bleifed be the God 

and Father of our Lord ]e[us Chrifr, who, 
according to his abundant mercy, hath be­
gotten us again unto a lively hope unto 
the hope of life by the re[urre8:ion of 
J e[us Chrift from the dead i." ;!m£1/. 

• 

h Jude, vcr. If. 15. 
. I' . '-! ct. I. 3 • 

S E R. 
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SERMON, 
• 

XXII . 

2 TIM. i. 10. 
• 

. Who hath abolijhed death, {wd hath brought 
life and immortality to light, through the 
Gqfpel. 

, 

N my lail: Difcourfe I reprefented to you, 
in how clear a light the Gofpel of Chrift 

had placed the doCtrine of a future flate; and 
. w hat evident proofs it gave to the world of 
the certainty of a futtlre retribution. 

But the doCtrine of retribution in a future 
frate, however clearly proved, was yet at­
tended with certain difficulties, which mere 

• 

rea[oll 
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rea[on could never refolve; and which there­
fore called for the aid and afilfiance of fome 
farther difcovery than could poffibly be ob­
tained on the principles of nature. That 
men {bould be accountable in another fiate 

• 

fonhe ,things ,they had dOlle' in this, reafon 
'allowed to befit an'd right'; but then'the 
difficulty in the eye of reafon was, how they 
could be brought into that Hate to render 
the account required. Mankind are mortal; 
defl:ined to perial by t~e fl:ro~e of death be-

, 

fore the judgment comes: By this interven-
ing defiruGl:ion the [cene ,is in aU appearallGe 
clofed; and judgment entirely· exclllded'. 
For thou'gh' it 'be acknowledged that pur . ' 

fouls furvive; yet, thefe alone cannot ill 
equity be anf\verable for our aa:~o11S. Fqr 

• • 

our aCl:iolls are not the aCtions of pm:e fpirits 
• 

or fouls; but the aCtions of men; that is, 
, 

of fouls and bodies united. And therefore 
• • 

it follows, that, in order to be refl:ored to 
the integrity of our nature; and put in 'a 
'-condition to :anfwer for ourfelves; our fouls 

, 

'ihould again be united to our bodies, alld 
'the fame indi-viduals recalled to life. But of 
• • 

• • 

, fuch 

, 
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fuch a refioration or refurreCl:ion to 
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life ,11a-
, 

, , 

ture. afforded 110 examples. For" what is 
there in the whole compa[s of beings tha~ 
yields a fimilitude of dufi and allies rifing up 
again into regular bodies, and to a fiate of 
perpetu~l immortality ~ ?" According then 
~o the conclufions of nature, mankind, it 
ihould {cem, mufi for ever contimle under 
.the power of death, without any hope of 
being delivered from it. And their conti­
nuance in that fiate muft necefiarily cut them 

• 

off from all conneCl:ions with the concerns 
" . 

of futurity. 
. On this view of things, death, you fee, 
l1ands as a perpetual bar to judgment; and 
Fhrows {uch difficulties in the way of future 
rewards and punilliments, as render the exer­
tion of theIll vqid apd impraCticable. But 

• 

fls death h~d qrjgin~lly 110 place in nature, 
,~f yo~ fuppof~ i~ ;tgain '\"emoved; or, which 
i~ the fame thing, fuppofe that our bodies 
ihould hereafter be refcued ftom the power 
pf the grave; and raifed up again to a ftate 

, 

• -
, of 



• 
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of incorruptibility; then all the' difficulties 
vanilh at once and leave us, as in a perfeCt 
{;apacity, ,fa in full expeaation, of being' 
finally called to give an account. 

Now, what we have here delivered bv 
J 

way of fuppoGtion, the Gofpel has advanced 
to clear reality. For it aifures us that Chrifi: 
"has aboliihed death".· ." and will raife 
us up at the laft day It" "that the hour is 
coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves ihall hear the voice of the SOil of 
God, and: 1hall come forth m." And need 
I prove that the voice of Chrift is fuch a 
powerful 'voice adequate' to this mighty 
perfcmnance? The dead have proved it long 
ago:' who felt it~ quickenif1g energy in the 
grave, arid rofe up to attefl: its efficacy n. His 
"own refime'aion placed it £lrther . out of 
doubt; as it exhil:iited, with the refl:, not 
only a proof, but cilfo an example, of the 
very doarine~' " 

• • • • • 

I J John vi . .4f. 
i .. John v. 28, 29-

,\ .• Matt~.i)(. 24, 2.5. x~vjl, .52, 53; Matk Y.3S-.H. Luke 
• • 

, 'vii. 11 ••• 1.5. viii. 49 •.• .56• John xi. 43, 44' 
• 

Since 
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Since Chrifr then has already given us 
fuch convincing proofs of his power to de­
liver from the dominion of death, both by 
railing himfelf and others; we may reft 
aff'ured, on the ftrcngth of this pledge, that 
" his wonders fhall again be once more 
!hewed in the grave, and his faithfulnefs in 
dellru8:ion 0. And· although the worms 
dellroy thefe bodies, yet, as we know; that 

our Redeemer liveth, we may fiill be COIl­

fident, that in our flelh we thall fee God P :" 

that. we !hall frand before him, every man ill 
his own body: "for thefe eyes. {hall behold 
hiro, and not another." 

But this is not the whole. For Chrifl: 
has not only abolifhed death, and entitled us 

to the privilege of a future refurre8:ion, but 

he "has alfo brought life and immortality 
to light by the Gofpe! :" that is, he has re­
vealed and defcribed to us the nature and cir­
cumfrances of that eternal frate .whether of 
bappinefs or mifery ·to which we !hall be 
f.onfigned at the final judgment. For, as 

• 

• Pfal. Ixuyiii. II. 
P Job xix. '5-27' 

the 



• 
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" 

"the judge of the earth tt.ltlft then do right; 
• 

• fo will he diverfify our fate and condition, 
according as our works thaIl be. And there .. 

. " fore eternal life mua be fuppofed to include, 
a~ well the puni{hments of the bafe and 
wicked, as the rewards of the virtuous and 
good . 
" Now, fince the righteous {hall he ad~ 
"anced to complete happinefs in at10ther 
life* their nature will be improved, In both 
parts bf its compofition, to a degree fuitable 
to fuch a heavenly fiate. They ihall no 

" 

longer be fubjea to death and corri.lptiOd ;' 
hut " {hall be equal to the angels, and the' 
children of God, being" the children of the 
refllrreClion q." Their bodies {hall no longer 
appear bafe, vile, and contemptible; but 
" !hall be fa{hioned by the powe"r of Chrift 
into the form and likenefs of His Own glo~ 
rious body r:n fhall be arrayed with the famo 
fplendor that his own aflumed at the franf." 
figuration s ~ and then continue .e to thin~ 

• 
" 

~ Luke xx. 36. 
r Philip. iii. 21. 

M h .. , matt, • XVlI. i. 

, forth 



• • 

rs E R'M 0 N XXII. - -
239 

forth for ever, as the fun, in the kingdoui' 
of the Father t." Their fouls ill like manlier 

• 
111a11 partake of great and marvellous im-' 
provement: for every faculty {hall be 
11:rengthned, and every power increafe4.' 
They fhall advance, and be made perfeCl: ill ' 
all the excellencies of rational nature: in 
wifdom, knowledge, holine[s, and purity: 
and {hall prefs Oll continually to higher and 
higher eminence. . 

And as they are thus improved, enllobfed, 
and refined; fo is the place of their relidence 
adapted to their exalted natures. It is re· 
pre(ented as a place of inconceivable (plen. 
dor, dignity, and magnificence: ' "A city; 
that hath no need of the fUll, neither of 
the moon to fhine in it: for the glory of 
God illuminates it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereofu." 

Nor are the manlions more fplendid, than; 
the company is venerable. For in the other 
world the righteous fhall be admitted to the 
blifsful and improving ., [oeiety of angels; 

[ :\htth. xiii. 43' 
., Rc\'. x,i. 23. 

, 

• 

, 



240 S E R M'O N XXII. 
to the general affembly and church of the 
firfr.born which are written in heaven; and 
to the fpirits of juG: men made perfeCl: 
before them x:" AU united ill coufum­
mate peace, love, and friendfuip ; giving and 
receiving mutual joy, and ineffable fatis­
faCl:ion. 

But, though the happinefs refuiting from 
the lively enjoyment of fo glorious a com· 
'pany muft be very great, yet will it receive 
a frill farther addition from thofe holy exer­
cifes and beatific employments in which the 
bl~ed are continually engaged. To live ill 
the reviving prefence of God, and to behold 
the tranfcendent glory of his majefty; to 
contemplate the perfeCtions of the great 
Author and Preferver of the univerfe; to 
!=onfider his power in the creation of things, 
and his wifdom in the marvellous adjuft­
rnent of them; to refleCl: on his goodnefs 
difplayed in the ends they are intended to 
ferve, and on his faithfulnefs in the execu· 
tion. of his benevolent purpofes. to medi. 

• H b .. e • XII. 22,23' 
• 

• 

tate 
• 
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• . . 

tate on thi nature of his righteous laws, and 
• 

td trace out the excellency of his manifold 
difpehfations: thefe are a8:s that \vill fill 
their minds with fublime delights, and raife 
in their fouls the devoutefl: admiration. In 

• 

the ardour of this admiration, and in a grate-
• 

ful fenfe of the bleilings they enjoy; they 
• 

will continually be carried on to praife and 
adore their God with all the energy of their 
exalted powers. They will confl:antly be 
led, in an uniform tenour of ferene delight, 
to extol the wonders of his creating love; to 

• 

magnify the mercies of his redeeming grace; 
and to celebrate the triumphs of their viCto­
rious Saviour. Thus are the faints perpe­
tually employed: thus do they" always re­
joice in the Lord;" and improve in blifs as 
they rife in thankfgivings. 

And at the fame time that they are enjoy­
ing the happinefs of their prefent frate, they 
can alfo look forwards to frill higher plea­
fures. "For in God's prefence there is" 

• • 
not only, at any given period, "a fulnefs 
of joy;" but "at his right hand there are 
pleafures," that will iaue forth " for ever-

VOL. II. R more,'·' 

• 
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• 

more Y." A circumftance that crOWllS and 
, • ' ",.. I . 

dignifi~s th~ whole; fince. it 1hew~ th~ h~p-
pin~fs of a~pther life to be as l;1frip,g a~, if, is 
,~xqu~fite: to be indeed permallent, unc;hange-

, . 

able, and eternal. They w~oare: Qnce ad-
• 

mit,t.ed int~ th~t, heavenly frate" ar,e ag~itted 
intq a, ilafe of perpetu~~i fe,curi~y., They 
fhflll be raif~d' for ~v,er aboY:<t ~l1, f~~~, Qf , . .. 

chapge. N.o, hazards fha,ll qlif~l, ;th<1~::: ~~ 
• • 

new triaJ~ aflilUl~ them,: t~~;'l~lll, of: oo.?llir 
potence will proreCl: th~,: ~n~, tije. pr~[~n~~ 
of the LO,r,d will cq~fra~tly refret4 them. 

, 

rq~Y, iPall nev~r be w~a~y of. tp~ir. ~!~dJ_­
'tion : never be fatiated with, the. tirefome 
,.' 1\' " ','" ~.! •• l L,.~, .• , 

• 

cir.c;ulatiol) of the fame obj~a:s) fp,1" fom~ ~~e:w 
glorywiU everlafringly bre~~ qut u~n,them, 
. - - ' 

,to p,crpe,tuate, their cOlI~for~~" aHd:to.: i~p'royp 
their delights. " , 
" Suc~·, i? the account, of that fU~!l-rCr' hap­
pinefs,. difcpvered to, us by the reve}a,tiqn, of 

, ' 

Je1l1S Ch\·ift. And whq fees ,nqt" frqm this . ' , 

a~~o~nt,.. what mighty reafo!1s W,e, ha,<:e, J{); 
praife all.£! adore the divine gqgdncf'S'- wl~\.,h 

• 

, 

y pral. xvi. II. 

.. .' ~ 

, .. 

, 
, 

, , 

, 
, 

• . ... '", .. hci's 
, 

• . . ~ ..... . 

, 
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has favoured' us with {uch glorious difcove­
ries? Difcoveries, not more illufrrious and 
magnificent iiI themfelves, than adval1tage­
OilS to the interefis of virtue. Difcoveries; 
which manifefily tend to elevate and en­
noble our nature; to infpire us with a fu-

, perlative greatnefs of milld'; and to form 
us to a godlike temper. vVhen we look, 
throUgh the medium of the GoCpeI-revela­
tian, into the true· fiate apd· re'al felicities of 
the other world,;· when we qdn!ider what 
exalted' fpiritual joys; whaf refined enravifh­
iog delights, we: are·fure hereafter to be 'par­
takers of : when thefe things are thtl fubje8: 
of our ferious thoughts, the wodd and its 
el~oymeflts,lefiento OU[ view; the pleafure;; 
of feoCe grow fiek to the tafie ; and· the aI:­
lurements that furroi,lnd us loCti their potv'e~. 
Earthly grandeur, pomp, and fp.lehdor; the 
ufual objeCts of our admiratiou, will: then 
{hine with dimiuiil1ed lufire: will then in-

• 

deed appear "to have 110 glory z' in this 
, 

• 2 Cor. iii. 10. 

R z refpefr, 
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• 

refpeCt, by reafon of the glory that infinitely . , 

excelleth it.'1 . 
• 

And when we confider farther, that the 
happinefs of the other life is the portion ollly 
of the " pure in heart;" the peculiar "in­
heritance of them that are fanCtified a;" how 
forcibly muft this confideration move us, 
to "purify ourfe1ves from all filthinefs of 
fielh and fpirit; and to perfea holinefs in 
the fear of God b !" And though we may 
be fubjeCl: in this religious courfe to re­
proaches, diHreffes, perfecutions, and death; 
yet how noble and animating is the encou­
ragement we have to " patient continua~ce 
in well-doing!" when weare certain, " that 
the [ufferings of this prefent life are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory, 
which £hall be revealed in us':" when we 
:are (:trtain, that they are the very means, 
·appointed by providence, of " working out 

• 

• 

• Mlsxxvi 18. 
b' 2 Cor. vii; I. 

e Rom. viii. 18_ 

-
• , 

• 

, 
tor 

, 
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for us a far more exceeding, even an eternal 
weight of glory d." . 

And when we refleCt moreover, that 
• 

thefe great and precious promifes are not 
confined to any particular nation, or to a 
number of men of diO:inguilhed eminence; 
but are gracioufly extended and freely of. 
ferred to the whole race of mankind; what 
winning obligations do they lay upon us to 
ferve God, in our feveral fiatiolls, with all 
readinefs of mind, and fincerity of atTection ; 
:lnd to prefs forwards in the ways of virtue 
with ardour, diligence, and ailiduity! Sure 
at laO: of being rewarded for our pilins, with 
a degree of happinefs, proportioned to the 
meafure and increafe of our holinefs. This , . 

happinefs indeed is difiant; and promifed to 
our fidelity, only in heaven. But howe\'er, 
that we might have at prefent fufficiem proof 
of the reality and exiftence of fuch a place·; 
our Saviour miraculoufly afcended thither, in 
.open day, and before many witnefies, And 
this afcenfion of Chrifi, as our head, ·is both 

d Cor· :z • lV, 17. 

! 
R3 a pledge 
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a pledge and ~aul'atlce to us, that we alfb, 
. . , 

as members of his body, £baU final! y ~lfcend 
'after him; partake of his p~omifes; ancl 
· !hare the felicities of ,that bleifed place. 

Hence then it appears, that thefe promifes, 
· as they were in~ended', are excellentl y adapted, 

. , ," 

'to work on mep of-ingenuous minds: to pro-
. .' . 

· mote and [ecure the~r efcape fro!p. 'the poIlu-
, tions a}ld yices ,that are geperally prevalent 

, . . . 
in this world; and ~o advance ~hofe pious 

.' " . 
· difpofitions in their fouls, whic~ may fit and 

, , . 

'prepare them for the kingd,om of heaven. 
, /, . " " . . ,. 

But all men have not the ingenuity to be 
worked uPO!; by' thefe' milder encourage-
. .' ., . 

ments.' The fiubborn, the vicious, and the 
1 - •••• .t " 

'profligate, fiand in need of more awakening , 
. ., 

p:lotives: fuch as may check the violence of 
, .. ' " .. ' , . 

Fheir paffions; and awe them into a fober, 
ferious [enfe of ,their foJ~y, aud their danger. 

. , .' . , . 
The (lofpel therefor~, adapting its difcove-

. -
Ties to pur feyeral difpqfitions, at the fame 

. " . . 

'time ~hat it promulges the mon: glorious 
-rewards to tpe fincer<;ly pious, faithful, and 
obedient; denounces.likewife the mofi awful 
, , 

1 ". • • 

" '. ,.' , punifh-
I 

• 
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• 

puni!hments againfl: all prefUl1'lptuOllS al1d 
impenitent offenders. 

, 

. As" the righteous !hall inherit eternal 
• 

lifu, and eternal hitppinefs; fo the wickecl 
thall be puniihecl with everlafiingdeShllCtion 
from the prefence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power e." "They ihall lie 
down for ever in tribuiatioil aild anglliih; iii 
a place of perpetual tormellt f ;" " wher~ 

• 

their worm' di'eth not; and the fire is not 
• • • 

queilched g." The expreHiolls ai'e frrotig 
• • 

and pungent; fitted to roufe the apprehen:. 
• • 

hons of men; and to make them attentive 
• 

to the cOhfequencc of their aCtiol1s. Our 
very nature' {tarts, ,Hid draws back from 

• 

inifery; and how theh mlifi we be affeCt-eel 
• • 

with the dreadfuillfii.ml1ce of mifery ever-
• 

Jafl:ing? " If we are afraid of them who cali 

kill the body, and after that have 110 more 
that they Cail do; how much rather llii:>uld 

.' . . . 

we fear hiin, who, after he' hath killed~ 

, 2 Thcff. i. 9' 
f R .. R . om. 11. 9. ev. XIV. 10, II. 

; Mark ix. 44, 46, 4-S. 

hath 

• 
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hath pO\ver to taft both iOul and body intp 
. hell-fire h r" 

• • 

, This gelleral d~terrpiqation, though it 
• • 

feems to include <111 the wicked in one . . . . " 

common (3te; does yet ill reality by no 
means iinply, th~t they alaU all be punifhed 

• 

with equal feyerity. qn the cqntrary, ~ve . 
are a{[ured, that their puni!hments will be . . . , 

exaaIy proportioned ~o ~heir crim,c?: and a~ 
• • 

fome ~, fhall be beaten with fewer," fQ ., "", , , 

others fhap feel more numerous, ~' frripes i( 
• • 

according ~o the meafure of their differ~n~ 
, . . .. '. ' . ., 

offences: 
• •• 

J?ut pe,rhaps it may pe thougb~, '~that 
• • • 

even the Iowefl: degree of punifhment; con-. " .." ' .. 
tinued through the ages of eternity, i~ more 
than adequ~t~ tq th~ juft 'de~~rit of the 
., ..' , . 

fllo~ heino~~s crirpes, tl7at ~v~ can p~1Iibly 
commit in th~ !hort cOfTIpafs of th~s !TIortal 
iife: ~nd th~t It is, ~onfequen~Iy, repug~ 
llant both' to rhe juftice apd good!l~fs Qf 
.) ,. . . :. .' ~. . 

, 

• 

b Luke xii. 4, 5. 
i Ibid. ver. 47, 4,8. 

, . . . . . 
• • 

• • 

• 

• • 



• 

S E R M 0 N XXII. • 

249 
God, that fuch puniihments ihouid be in­
·Sl°.n. d" f~I'-Le .' 

. . 

Now, fhollld this be our mode of think-
ing; it would be but right to think again, 
whether the fufferings of another life be not 
fo~nded in the nature of things; and are as 
much the refult, the necefIary cOllfequences~ 
pf our finful proceedings, as pofitive in­
fliCtions of the Deity for them? In this world 
we know that fin and mifery are clofely COll~ 
peCted: that one momentary wrong aCtion 
often expqfes us to a train of evils, that will 
,;ontinue to affiiCl: us as long as we live. And 
fince this world and the next are but two 
parts of Olle moral fyfrem; why may not the 
fame confritution, that we find to be eftab. 
Iiihed here, eq)lall y proceed, and take place 
hereafter? "Vhy may there not be the 
fame dofe conneCtion between vice and • • • 

mifery in a future frate, as there is be­
tween them now in the prefent I And if 
fa, fince death makes no change in Otlr 
moral principles; but we pars into the 
o~her world with the tempers and di[poli~ 

o 

tlOns 
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tions we had formed in this; Il'nut!: llOt the 
fame vicious paffions, the fame irregular 
defires, the fame 'evil habits, and the fame 

wicked aCl:iolls, that rendered us miler­
able through the courfe of this life, con­
~inue .. to ~eep us in that wretched ftilte 
through the whole extent of OUr being?· • 
that is, muil: not wicked men be forever 
fubjeCt to. the natural confequellces of their 
Qwn wicbdnefs? Fur what reafol1 have 
we to think, that the goodnefs of God 
fhould be U10re concerned to prevent or 
fufp.end .thore etetnal fufferings, \vhich 
atte11d QUI' vices in another world; than ·'to 
prevent or fufpend thore temporal f~ffer­

jngs, which are the prefent effea~of the 
{:1111e caufes? All that his goodnefs could 
oblige him to do, was to put us 011 our 
guard, by giving us warning of thefe dif· 
• 

talit evils: and that he has done in the , . " -

molt effeClual manner. He has iflfonned 
US by pofitive laws how cOlIlpletely mifer~ 
able our condition muil: be, if we indulge 
ourfelves in evil· ·actions: 'and has . Pl;O.i 

. mulgcd 



, 

.mulge~ them by way of puniihmcnts de:­
,pounced, rather th,m by fimple predictions, 
,that they might enter more .deeply into 
.our mirds, and more powerfully influ­
:ence ,cur praCl:ice k. But if men, not­
,withfrandillg thefe forcible admonitions, 
. will yet indulge wrol)g choice~ and pur,­
fue the bent .of their vicious inc1ina-, 

tiOllS; is it not evidently jufr and reafon,­
able, thar they ihould fuffer the conf~­

quences of thefe proceedings; and be left 
.to fe,el ~he eternal weight of that mifery, 
which they would not be perfuaded to 
avoid? . 
, 

Nor . is the infliCtion of fuch mifery 
~ither lefs juft or lefs reafonable, confidered 
as the pofitive punilhment of fin, difpenfed 
immediately by the hand of the Almighty . 
. The laws of Ood, or the rules of divine 
government,' <ire gracioufly alljufted to 
the welfare and happinefs of mankinq • 

. And thefe laws, as all others, require to 
. 

k Kn;G's Orig. of Evi', App. § ii. p. 493 • 
• 

, .. • ••• • 

• • • 

• 

be 

, 
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be enforced by proper and fuitable £lnc­
tions: that is, by fueh meafures of re· 
wards and puniihments as are fitted to pro­
duce obedience to them. And if it ap­
'pears, as it. is indeed but too apparent, that 
llothillg lefs than the pofitive denunciation 
'of etcrnal mifery is futfieient to anfwer that 
end and purpofe; then is it fo far from 
being repugnant, that it is entirely con­
formable both to the wifdom and good­
llefs of God, to place fueh terrours before 
us, in order to prevent us from ruining our­
felves. 

And if it be confifient with the good­
'llefs of God to threaten us with fuch puniih­
ments, in order to deter us frpm fin and 
ruin; it cannot furely be inconfifient either 
with that, or any other attribute, to exe­
cute thofe puniihments on the daring and 
impenitent; and to continue the infliCtion 
fo long upon them, as there are beings 
in exifience, that need to be deterred alld 
refirailled from vice, or confirmed and im-

, . 
proved in virtue. But fuch there will al-
, 

• 
4- ways -



• 
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ways be. And therefore there will be always 
a'rea[on for the eternal continuance of thore 
punifhments, which are threatened to the 
wicked in another life. 
. And fhould it here be objeaed, that 
this reafon cannot be true, becaufe it is 
manifefily founded on cruelty; and tepre­
fepts them to be kept in mifery merely for 
the benefit of others; then let it be re­
marked with regard to themfelves, that, 
fince they are immortal, and. continue 
wicked through the ages of eternity. the 
punifhment of that wickednefs, whether 
refulting from the confl:itution of things, 
or pofitively infliaed by the hand of God, 
mufl: neceifarily continue full as long, 
as they continue to deferve it: . and con­
fequently, that immortal beings of eter­
nal malignity julHy deferve to [uffer eter­
'oally. 

Such then are the motives, which the 
,Chrifl:i"n religion lays before us, to coun­
terbalance the influence of thofe allure-
ments that WOilld engage \.15 ill 

, 

• 

a wrong 
comfe: , 



, 
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rour.fu;· andi tD encourag~ our pmgrefs; llot­
witlillandiog all the difficulties· chat· may 
oppofe us, in; the: ways of 1!ruth, and, r,rghte­
ou[ne[s. And what. call, prevail, if the[(: 
cannot? Weigh~ier motives Gao never' be 
prapofud.: to the ullderftanding. of men, than 
eyedafting punilhme.llt and life eternal; 
than the: greatefr and moil! durable. hap .. 
pinefs, and the moil: intolerable' and lafr­
~ng, mifery that· huma.n, nature is capable 
of. III this difcovery the Gafpel feems· ro 
trinrnph,;' and to reO: ther~ponlall itsp.ower. 
By. means. of this. difcovery, and, the~, can .. 
~r;ring influence of'di vine grace, .how, I1ewer ~ 
ful:did: it.. formerly app.ear.!' III confeq\10llCe 
pf. the, prafpeCl: it. opened to· their view) 
.u what! manner of perfons" did its. fir~ 

and. earlieft profeffors become, "in, all 
holy converfationand, godlinefs of. HvinK1 !~' 
How " piouflY1 jufily, and unblam~ably 
~id they beha-ve themfelves·; in, the: midft 
.ofa:wicked andperver[e generatioD1 among 

I P ... 
~ ct. Ill,. II • 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

, 
• , . . . 

whom 
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whom they ihoile as lights in the worldni!i' 
They well confidered, how fearful a thing 
it is to· fua- under the vengeance of all 
angry God; and- therefore laboured :witIi 
all their power to avoid it. They welt 
confidered; how joyful' and happy a thing 

"' 

it is to attaiil the favour of an approving 
Deity-; and therefore. frrove, by' a. careflil 
obfervance" of his righteous laws, to fec~re 
their-title to it. With what awful; cautioh 
did theyendea~'our to guardagainfr' every 

- . - . '. 
fin, far fear of incurring the threatened 

• 

-punilhment! And- with what ardent zeal 
• 

did they afpire after every degree of virtue, 
in hopes of obtaining that glorious _ re-

• 

ward; which God has pramifed to, all 
• 

them, who give fueh proof of their . loVe 
. , 

to him?' . 
• 

But- we have alfo the fame rewa~ds, ana 
:rhe fa mel puniihments placed before '~i~ 
.And " it is" the higheft infranee Qf.HQur . .. 

\rifc!om and our underfiandilig," filf:i~ufly 

, . . ". 
. .. '-, , 

r. Phil. ii. 15, 

• • • • 

.~: .. , ~ .. 

to 
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to· attend to them; and in confequence, 
. .' 

to aCt as becometh thofe, who are fo 
deeply concerned ill them. "If we would 
• 

enter into life, we mufr keep the command-
ments n ;" and be ourfelves, "as the com­
mandments are, holy, righteous, jufr and 
good 0." For thefe difpofitions, and thefe 
only, can " make us meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the faints in light p ... 

• 

Vicious paffions, and vicious praCtices, 
• 

will inevitably make us miferable: will 
lead us into mifchiefs and difrreffes here; 
and expofe us to eternal punifhment here-

• 

after. 
Let us therefore take heed to ourfelves: 

• 

and, if we mean to fecure our happinefs, be 
• 

careful to regulate and adjufr our condu& 
to the fiandard of the divine laws. For 
we mull: "become fervants to God, and 
bring forth fruit unto holinefs," if we 

• 

D Matth. xix. t 7. 
o Rom. vii. u • 
• CQI. i. 12. 

• 
• 

expeCt 
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• 

expect that." the end ilIall be e\'crlafiing 
life q." 

Now to God the Father; God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghofi, be afcribed, as is 
mo{l; duej all honour and glory, world with-
0ut end. Amen. 

~ Romi vi. 22 • 

• 

VOL. II. 
• 

S 
• •• 

SER~ 
• 

• 
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, 

• 
XVI. 20. 

A,id they went flrtb,and preached ('very where'; 
the Lord working with them, and confirming 
Ihe word with jigns flllowiug. 

'1' appears, I hope, from wilat has been 
delivered in the foregoing Difcourfes, 

" , 

that the Gofpel of Cbrift has flilly fupplied 
all the dehciences of the former difpenfa­
tions; and made amp'le proviGon fo~. the 
improvement and happinefs of mankind. Ie 

, . ' 

has laid, as we have teen, " the, founda-
tion of repentance from dead works" 011 

S 2 the 

• 

, 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

the ;i£furaI)ce of pardon, purchafed for us by 
. our Saviour's merits: it points out to us the 

way; of truth and righteoufnefs by a perfea 
rule of piety and morals, exemplified in .the 
life ofits divine Author: it. helps Ollr infir­
mities, and renders us equal to the diffic\1l • 

• 

ties of our duty, by the prcmifed affifiance 
of the Holy Spirit: and it animates us to 
the performance of that duty, by a clear 
difcovery of a future flate of rewards :md . 

punilhments, to be difpenfed according as 
our works deferve: aU which it exhibits to 
us under the feal :lnd confirmation of ade­
quate and appropriate miracles • 

• 

Hence then it follows, that the Gofpe1 
• 

has juftified an its pretentious, as a complete 
• 

inftituti911 for the recovery of man: fince, 
by thus minifrring " all thofe things, which 
are necefiary to life and godiinefs;" it has 
put it in our power to free ourfelves from the 

dominion of fin, and to " WOfk out our own 
• 

fulvation." 
• 

Now this Gofpel, or the religion it con-
tains, though calculated and defigned for 
the benefit of all ; was at fira: communicated 

only 
• 

-

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 
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• 

only to a few: who were afterwards ap. 
pointed to fpread and convey it to the rell: of 
the world. 

But, notwithfianding their appointment to 
this ",·ork, yet 10 confcious were the difciple& 
of their own weaknefs, and fo fearful of 
giving-offellce to the Jews r; that they could 
not, for a time, prevail on themfelves, even 
to attempt the execution of it; but feem~ 
ingly threw it up, as a difficult, or rath~r 

impra ... 9:icable fcheme; and returned again to 
their former employment. "Peter ,vent 
a filhing;" and fix more of the fame oc­
cupation joined themfelves to him '. 

When they had thus teturned to their fe­
cular employ, and were in danger of being 
immerfed in the concerns of the world; fome­
thing, it is plain, was neceifary to be done; 
to revive their attention to their fpiritual. 
charge; and render them mindful of their 
religious engagements. Our Saviour there~ 
tore, as he had engaged their attendance at 
fid1: by a {hiking miracle, founded ill their 

• 

, Johll xx. 19' 
, Ibid ).;xi. 2, 3. 

occupa-

• 

• 
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o<;cupatioLl, and adapted to their capacities ' 
I mean, by a miraculous draught of fillies, 
and the afiurance that "he would make 
them fiiher~ of men t ;" fo now, having in~ 
vefted them with that commiffion, and ap~ 

pointed them to F01wert the nations; he 
gave thf!m a pledge of ~heir future fuccers by 
a repetition of the fame miracle U • For the 
draught which they had now made, was a 
fignificantemblem of what they {hollid be 
farther enabled to do, when they came, 
under the infiuence and direttion of Chrifi, 
to fi(h for men (if I may fofpeak) with the 
net of tpe Gofpel. But then they were ad­
moniihed by him, that if ,they meant to go 
on to any good purpofe, and ~xecute their 
commiffioll in a proper manner; they muil: 
prefer his fervice to all worldly concerns, 
and be' thoroughly difpo{ed to ~'feed his 
fueep It ;~' to in~rua thofe that were ready to 

. hear 
• Luke v. Z---II. 

" John 1'-"i~ 6. 
x Ibid. vcr. 19. Ar""o/I flo' "",~Ij" "'~"'IJ'; If the words o:;r1Clj" . , 

... {m." made originally a part of the quefiion. which, I conf~'s. 
I much doubt; then mufi they refer to ~he 'Vtffih and nrtJ, in the , . . . 

• • 

manage-
• • 
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hear them, 'with_ :aff'eaionate al)d inceff'ant 

- -

care. For fuch} take:to be the reid impor~ 
ef that cOllverfation, which he held with 
them, at the clofe of this miracle Y. : 

But though their inclinations J,vere 'ever 
fo good, and their concern to propagate the 
doctrine of their mafter ever [0' great; yet 
was there no likelihood, that they ihould 
make ally' confl.derable progrefs in the work 
by the mere force of their natural abilities; 
The tafk was evidently too arduous for the 
common powers of humanity to effect. And 
therefore they were commanded to "can..; 
tinue' at Jerufalem, till they were' endued 
with extraord~l1ary power from 011 high '," 
adequate to the weight and mightinefs of the 

• 
- -• • . 

)Uanagemcnt of which P~ter 'ras occupied.: ~l)d ,th.~ mc~ning 

mull: be-" Art thou more truly devoted to /1~ jeroire, than to 
thy own -:t.ordfy cotlcm;s?'1 A me~rillg' in no wife fo flat and 
cold as fome critics have fugge!l:ed. The !lue~iOlh in thi~ fenfe, 
l;aturally fprung from Pe.ter's co1l911c'l:. He w~s the /irft that re-' 
turned to his former occupation, and. carried t~e others with 
him---which betmyecI an-aol>ioits' concern for the world; and 

• 

J;Ilight rherefor.e give rife!tQ our Savio\lr's interrogations. 
YJohnxxi.IS---!9· . ' , , 
" Luke xxi". 49' 

• • . 

under-

• 

• 



• 
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undertakiligL l\cco~in,gl y ~, 'when' thea p~ 
poillted time was· corue;' ,God fen~'dowll' hi~ 

fPirit UpOll them; . and thereby endowed 
them with the, rieceffiirj,qoalifications. He 
furnilhedthem with,the, power of \t'otking 
miracles;.:and withfuch oiher " gift~ofthe 
Holy GhQft~ ?las were requifite for the ae­
complilhment . of the, divine purpofe:, re­
quifite for the PfopIIgation 'of. Chrift's re-

, ' 

~igioll ;' arid for the growth and efiahlilhment 
of his kingdbm in t~ej world. '; • 

• 

:Now,.'fin~e the fpecial nature of thefe 
marvellous gifts, . and the propriety of· their 
application, -depended in, ~great me<Liu re, 01\ 

tqe ll~tlireof ,~hofepecu liar e~igences, which 
oalled for thcirexertioll,; we muft previqufly 
confider the circumfta'nces of things, as they 
flood at that time, before 'we can well kumy 
• ",.' J _ - • 

how proper.ly,thefegif~s were fuited and ad-
, 

jufted to therri~ . , 
Here then let it be obferved, that, as the 

, . . 

religion.or'. Chrift was' manifeftly intended 
• 

for the common benefit of' all nations; fo 
the firfi thing requifite plainly was" th~t it 

, ' 

1hou1d be accordingly conveyed to the 
, 

k~lowledge 
, . 

. . . " 
.:l 

• 

• 



, 
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knowledge of the nations. Now this could 
pever be done, in any reafonable time; nor 

, , 

indeed with any confiderable efficacy; but 
by conferring on the teachers of it,the gift of 
languages, to qualify them to inftru8: the 
oation8. 'Conformably therefore to the exi­
gence of the cafe, when the Holy Ghoft 

, 

fell on the apoft}es; • he '-l1bered his admi-
nil1:ratiotl with this very gift, For ,~ they 
all [pake with other tOllgues, as the fpirit 

. , 
gave them utterance a." , 

Beillg thus endowed with 'the gift of 
languages, and qualified to inlhuCt the na­
tions ; 'tlie next thing requifite feems to 
have been, that the doctrines, which 'Chrifl: 
had delivered to them, alldwhich they had 
now in, charge to pu.blirh to the world, 
fhould be 10 treafured up, orat lean revived 

, , 
again, in their memory~ that none of rhem 
might be forgotten and loft,' But this was 
more than their llaturai abilities could pof. 
tibly infure. And' therefore it W;}S another 
part of the Spirit's office, to ftn~llgthell their 
, . 

, 

'[:leulties, 



• 

266 S.E R M :ON,' XXIII. 
facultie's; ".·and qring all things again to 
their· r~P1~mbrallc;e, whatfq~~er their ma!l:er 
had faid· unto them b." .' . 

• 

Butthen,: as it was not JptIicient merely 
toreJDtlwber the do8:rines of ol.!r:$aviour, 
but nec;efiary .likewife : to llnderfiand their 
true: and: pr9per .meaning; to prove their. di­
vinity by fuitq.ble. p.rgu111el.lts ; and to obviate 
the . obje~\om, . which, ignorance or. malice 

• 

might, fqrm again!l: ,them; fo the Holy 
• • 

Spirit did not only [ecure the apofiles fro~ 
errour; by;" guiding them into all truth c," 
and enlightning ;tl}~ir: underfi:andings to 

• 

judge ~H1err~n.gly 9f matters of fijith; but 
. " he gave tberp alfo a .tnouth ~Ild wjfdom. " 
fuch kliowl~dge 9f ~hi!lgs~ and fuch powers 
of expreffiol1 I " q.s ilJ1 their adverfFlries were 
not able to gainfay or reu!l: d." .. 

Furniilied. ho,veyer, {l.S tbey were for the 
• 

wo.rk; ye~ ~vas there:.fhUreqQired.an UIl-

common zeal to undertake it·; an undaunted 
• 

courage to purfue i~; tlud, I.!nparallekd Pq~ 

b John ·xiv. ~6: 
C Ibid xvi. 13: 

~ Luke:xxi. 15. 

• 
• 

• 

• 
tIenee 
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tience to bear up againft the fevere and con­
ftant hardfhips, which every where attended 

• • 

the profecution of it. "But in all thefe 
things the apofl:les were more than con­
querors e." For the Holy GhoR infpit:ed 
and ftrengthened them with fuch a degree of 
courage and firmnefs, that they declined no 
difficulties, dreaded 110 dangers, ihrunk at 
no trials, ill the difcharge of their duty; but 
even 'I rejoiced, that they were thought 

• 

worthy to fuffer for the name of Chrift f." 
But notwithftandingtheconftancy, courage 

and afiiduity of its firft teachers; areligioll, 
fo contrary to the prevailing difpoGtions of 
mankind, could, doubtlefs, make but a flow 
progrets in a fenfual world by its own force. 
Men, immerfed in the pleafures of fenCe, 
are with difficulty brought to attend to 
reafon. Such can only be inftruCl:ed by 
being firft aftoniihed; and are fcarcely led to 
obey, till they fee it is in vain to withfi and. 
Suitably therefore to this occafion, the Holy 
Ghoi1:, as was fiuther neceflary, armed the 

; Rom. viii. 37. 
r Aft£ v. 41. 

apofl:les 
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apoftIes and firft converts with the power of 
working miracles: which, at the fame .time 
that they proved .and confirmed the truth of 
their doCtrines; awakened the attention, and 
fubdued the reluclancea~ld ftubbomnefs of 
their hearers. • 

• 

, But as all their hearers might not be 
equally candid apd .fin~ere; as fome of them 
Plight hold the Gofpel in hypocrify ; and by 

• 

a viciolls cQnverfatioll (the natural efieCt of 
• 

bafe principles) might bring a reproach and 
• 

fcandal upon it; and thereby obftruct it in, 
its firft rife; fo the apoftIes were moreover 
endowed, as the nature. of the cafe required 

• 

they ihould, with the faculty of difcerning 
the hear,ts of men; and with the power of 
infliCting puniihments. upon them, whell~ 

ever they praCtifed fuch vile dec~its. And 
this power they ha.doccafion miraculoufly 

• 

to exert, as we read in the account of Ana~ 
nias and Sapphira g, almoft as. [0011 as Chrif­
tianityappeared. Au ·exertion no lefs gracious. 
than [evere; not only as it exhibited age, 

~ Ads v. 1-10. 

ller;1l 

' . 
• 

• 
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11eral proof of the certainty of their divine 
miffion; but as it particularly ferved to 
check the daringnefs of fraud and impiety, 
and to deter· all bafe and hypocritical pre­
tenders from prefuming to difgrace their 
company.' And accordingly we are told, 
that " great fear came upon all: and of the 
reft," who were not flncere in their profef. 
lion, " no man durft afterwards join him­
{elf to them h." 

Such were the manifeftations, the won· 
derful manifefiations, diiplayed in favour of 
the religion of Chrifi, at its fidl: publication 
and appearance in the ,,,orId. And what. 
now was the reCult? what was the confe­
quence of thefe \vonderful manifefiations? 
\Vhy confefiedly this. A religion, that had 
nothing in it of external charms, nothing in 
it of pompous allurements; that was quite, 
repugnant to the carnal inclinations, and to­

tally fubverfive of the fettled praCtices and 
worldly interefis, of mankind: a religion, 
whofe principal article was, to believe in a 

• 
defpifed 



, 

, 
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defpifed and crucified Saviour: a re!igiOll j 

that prollOfed nothing to its profeifors, on 
earth, but tribulation, affliCtion, perfecution 1 

and death I a religion, preached only by a 
fet of poor, illiterate, contemptible me­
chanics; alld at the fame time oppofed1 vi­
rulently oppored, by the rich, the learned, 
and the honourable of the world: yet this 
religion, by the mighty operations and 
powerful affifiances of the Holy Spirit, 
broke through all refiraints and impedi­
ments ; fpread itfelf with furprifing rapidity; 
and bore down all the powers in its way­
till kings after kings became obedient to it; 
and nations after nations did, and do it, 
fervice. 

Now this rapid and amazing progrefs 
of our religion, as it was made, by our ac~ 
count, in confequence of the miracles' [lid 

to have been wrought and difplayed in its 
favour; fo does it manifefl: our account to 
be true, and prove thofe miracles to have' 
been aCtually exerted. The faa:, the fur-

. , 

prifing fuccefs of the Gofpe!, is acknowledged 
011 all hands: and yet1 at its firfi fetting out~ 

there 
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there did not appear, h'utnanly fpeaking, the 
leaft ~robabj.lity of ·its ever fucceeding. It 
had· : none of thore advantages OIl its fide, 
which are kliown to have contributed to the 
growth and propagation of other doCtrines. 
It contained 110 [oothing, no complying te­
nets, adapted to the paffions and interefrs 
of thofe among , .. hom it was to make its 
way. . It had no fupport, no encourage­
ment, from the civil power: no countenance, 
no recommendation, from men of learning, 
eminence, or repute. It had no force, no 
cUIlning, to uphold it; but ihewed itfelf to 
the world in the meekeft and moil: artlefs 
manller; .. fubmitting its pretences to the 
firiCt examinatioIl of the curious and inqui­
fitive, through all that prying andenlightned 
age: yet neverthelefs, though utterly;cle'fri­
tute of thefe advantages; and preffed with 
variousacCidentaljncumbrances ;it "grew 
mightily" in a iliol'ttime; "and prevailed," 
in thecompafs of i few years, over the greateft 
part of the known world. 

Andnow,bywhat pofiible means could are­
gion, fo weak and defencelers in itfelf; a re­

ligiolJ, 
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ligion, focontrary tothe prevailing cuftomsof 
the world; and fo vigoroufly oppofed by all 
the power and authority of it; be thus:propa­
gated; embraced, and eftablithed; but. by 
fuch teftimonies and "demonftratiQn$ of 
the fpirit." as the firft Chriftians 'mahi~ 
moufly affirm to have attended a11d promoted 
its progrefs? Thefe indeed afford us a cleal' 
and complete accoul1t of the wortderful 
change it made in the world: and nothing 
elfe can rationally account for it. If we Ilt­
tempt to foive it in a natural way; we ihall 
foon find, that the ~ourfe of nature never 
exhibited aoy thing like itl In all natural 
tranfadions, the event ill proportionable to 
the po\ver of the agent, But here, there is 
110 manner of proportion between the etfeCl 
and its fuppofed caufe: between :the work 
wrought and the inftrumellts which wrought 
it. So that were we acquaillted with tlo· 
thing' more, than what We read 'in' the 
fonner part of the text that" the Apofiles 
went' forth1 and preached every where f and 
wherever they preached made a prodigious ' 
number of converts; we muft neceifarily 

conclude, 
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conchide, accordillg to what is moreover 
ut1ertecl in the latter part df it' that" the 
Lord worked moil: powerfully with them; 

• 

and confitmed their words with figns fol. 
lowing:" Had" this counIe! or this \vbtk 

been of men" only, "it 111UO: have cOme 
to nought k;;' And therefore that it pte..: 
vailed, and -wrought the converfioi1 ot fo 
rnanynatio'ns; is edtirely owltlg to the 

• 

power of God, which operated fa mar\'eJ-
lou{ly in its favour. Such atl extraordinary 
change, [uch a general revolution, brought 
about; ill fo iliort a time, by fuch weak 
and difpropottionate inO:ruments; is itfelf a 
miracle; and the greateO: of miracles; and 
does O:ill as evidently afibr~ us, that the 
preaching of the apofrles was attended with 
the manifeO:atidn of divine power; as if we 
had feen it 6urfelves exerted by them; in 
proof and confirmation 6f . what: they 
preached. 
. How long a time thefe miraculous powers 
continued i11 the church; is a queftion that: 

. . 
• 

" Atts v. 28 • 
• 

T 

• 
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cannot eafiIy, apd needs not critically., be· 
determil1ed~, Thu~ much, however,. the na· 
ture of the. thing itfeIf will fuggdl::. that~ . 
as miracles were. conferred, iu o.r.per to 

• 

evince the truth of the Gofpel; and'to pre· 
mote its reception, at its firfi fetti$g. 0.4t; 

fo' were they continued: fo~ as longl a: time,. 
as it flo.od in need of {Ui::h creclen~i~lt}.; Wh(,!u 
the prejudices. of mankind hegan to I.abate,. 
thefe extraordinary manifefi~ti0!1s~ w;hich. 
were deugned t~ conquer them, we 111;)'y 

well fuppo.fe, abated likewife ; and at length: 
totally ceafed; when Chriftial)ity: was. tho.­
roughly efiabli1hed~ Miraclfls .were .then of 
110 far;therufe.. Fo.r when human l~arning 

• 

undertook ,to difplay the reafonablenefs of 
chrifiianity, and to. illufirate the beauties and 
excellences. of its doCtrines.; when the. civil 
po\V~r came in. to its [upport; and hQllomed: 
the chutch with its proteClional:l.d enqou (age­
ment; thefe were means fufficiently able of 
themfelves, witho.ut the help aBd ~ concur­
rence.o£iniracles,. to: vanqu.ifh: all.the_re~aih. -
ing oppofition, and to render the GQfpel com .. 
pletely viClo.rious. . 

, 
• A-ccord .. 
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Accordingly; for a century or more, after 
the accellioll of the civil power, it throve 

• 

and :f!o.tirHhed at an exceediiig rare; alid waS 
in afair way of making wider and fa~ther 
advaIlces! But its career was unhappily 
fr~pped.. The lukewarmnefs of its prbfe[~ 
[ors foon brought it to a frand; and their 
fuufequeht ainbitiOl1, lu·x.ury, and diffenticin~ 

• 

eaufed. it gradually to lofe ground; And 
wJlat wonder then, if God, in vengeance cid 
the flagrant fins of that degelierate agei 
fuffered Mahometanifm, with its pefiitential 

• 

train, to make large. incroachmehts Oil the 
Ghrifri;1tl world; alld td tear off at once fe~ 
ver.:d p.rovinces from the profeffion of that 
GpfpeJ, which. they had fo generally and 
ihameMly aoufed; and of v;;hich they 
had. dj~cove.red themfel~es td be ilO long~r 
worthy? . 

. . T-41i8, however,appeats to 11ave been evi~. 
dendy the defeB: of.lhen ahd times, and by . . . 

• • 

nQ lruiaiHi the defeB: of tlJe Golp~l. The 
- . . ' . . 

Gbfpel had 10l1g before !hewed itfe1frible to: 

make its way; prbviqed i~s profelfars aB:ed 
. . . l 

their part, and were careful to difcharge their 
• 

T Z drity~ 
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duty. They difcharged it not. Oil tire 
contrary, they difgraced and vilified' their 
profefiloii by the immoralitj of their lives: 
and thereby fUrllifhed the enemies of our 
Faith with all mamier of a~h'antages againftit. 
Thefe advantages they f'helluou{}y emb-raced; 
atld brought, in confequence, ma~1y ~otll1tries 
under grofs darknefs, which had once en­
joyed the pure and chel'iiliing light of the 
06 11)C I. , An event, though feemingly de­
trimental to our religion, yet, doubtlefs, per­
Dlitted for good ends;· and, prob:ibly fervi~e..; 
able to itS, intereft at laft It ferved as' a 
warning, a feafonable warning. ro- all other 
chriftians, !'lot to negleCt the pratl:iee of the 
Gofpel, for fear it fhot1l~ be judicially with- ' 
drawn from them. It might alfo ferve to' 
divert its courfe from a wavering people; 
unable "tCl retain it in the love thereof itt 
and to make it rebound to other 'nations, 
better difpofed to cultivate it with fteadi­
nefs, and to "bring forth, fruit- with. pa-' 

• 

tienee I." 

• 
I Luke viii. 15. 

. . , . 
Several 
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Several princes, indifcreetly pious, jm'c 

made attempts to regain the ground, which 
chrifrianity had 10ft, by the force of their 
arms; and to r,eplaqt the Gofpel, in the, 
regions it had left, with the points of their 
fwords. But alas! that great wor~ is to be 
accomplilhed, not by fuch holy 'W{lrS as 
thefe; but by confliCls of anotqer kiqd t 

which we mufl: main tail) with 9~lr own cor-
rupt habits, and vicious inclin;ttiqus: not 
by foreign acquifitions; but by domefii~ 

'viCtories over thofe impieties, which at firfl: 
flopped the growth, and w~ll eyer retarq tq~ 
progrefs, of our holy religion m, 

When the converfation of chri£l:ians is 
fuch as becometh the purity of the Gofpel j 

when they fincerely embrace and approve its 
doCtrines, and confcientioufly endeavour to 
obey its precepts; when they ullanimoufl y 
flrive to adorn their profeffio!l by goog 
works, and to recommend it to others hy 
their virtuous examp.le; then may the Gafpel 
reru me i tscourfe; r\;!COver the territories i~ 

" ' 

Ill' Bp. ATTE~BURY, VQI. I. Serm".IV. . '. . 
, unbap-

, 

, 

, 

, 
, 

, ' .. 
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unhapppy loft; ,and extend itsilight, itl-
, . 

fiuence, <lnd power, to the darkeftand l-noft 
. . . . , . 

dinan~' regiops of the ;globe '; p' Tlien . may 
. .' , 

it go on conquering, and ,to conquer; 
" till the -kingdoms of the \vorld ~~ad(jaHy 
~ecomethe 'kingdom ~f, Ch;'ift n; a11d' th~ 
earth be oyerfpread with th'e knoWl~dJ,ge;of 
• •. r 

the l,or.d, as the ~vaters coVer, the ':{b 0:" 
. , . . 

This the Scripture aifures u5"\vilI-he ~tlirIly 
the cafe. ' ~lid 'however d~ftal1t~hel!per~0d 
jiliiy be~' yet are there ;'t'iot ':'vaBt{i~' Tome 
flrong 'p'r~fage's, 'forrie '11 v~1y 'indi~ar4oos, ( of 
its future' acc-efs.' The \vorkimgs' bf.'l"rQvi~ 
denc'e l11apifdl1j tend: towards 'it ;"~l1d;'il~ 

" ~.. , ,. ~ .,. ... -. • "to,. 

vaho~s d~grees aM metho:ds, are tvifibl¥:'pre~ 
. h ' ... "'\ r" " .'. • • ~ 

paring fhe \\ray for it. 'It:Xteh!i:ve 'is,the'pro~ 
grefs; 'wJlic'h' t'hi Gdfpet!.hasali'eil;dY 'made; 
'and: wide 'are the 'ttJllilt'flesover 'whith:j.fh'as . . '. . 

preva!letl:" ~~d . where 'it 'di~" pr~"~ii, r~t 
preVailed ~nore 'completdlY' 'than a~1y.other 
Yel(gion~ could '; ~pi'Ch 1S' apl'ain; proof of-its 
ruperJ~r .':'ex-,ceHeocy: ' ,'And "thtlogh: 'it: has 
:~een foi:c~? to:quit {bme :pla<:e.s it onte; paf-
l. ,.~ '.. .• -

• • 
11\ Rev. lti. IS. , 

••• l 

A lfaiah 4i. 9. 
, 

, 
J •• ;I·!" 

•• 
(elfed ~ 
1 • 

, 
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.fefii;d; yet did it :leave a notable quantity (If 
'''"good feed" behind it: which, mixing with 
th~' other produce of the foil, helped to cor-

• 

reel: and ·improve it; and which, by a proper 
'cultivation, and the favour of the heavens, 
irlay {pring up hereafter in aplelltiful and 

-,pure ·increafe. Nay, fo penetrating and 
powerful is the influence of the Gofpel, 
'that it has often produced confiderable et: 
feel:-s, and brought abOut fame remarkable 
alterations p, even in places where it was 
'never efrabliihed.; nor indeed formally pro-

• 

. feifetl. 
In iliort, it has been always, to tlfe our 

-Saviour's compaiifon, working, like leaven~, 

.; This is evident from'the imprO\'cment it made in the 110' 

lion; and jenlinmlls of thofe heathen moraliih, who flourif1led 
after its promulgation; filch as EPICTLTUS, ARRIAN, PLU­

TARCH, MAX. TYRIUS, MAR. ANTONOIUS, HIEROCLES, 

':Ind SENECA. What influence it had on their flrim ~f tk"".tiOIl 

. may be feen in Dr. JaR TIN'S Difcourfes on the Chriilian Reli­
'gion, p, -228, &c.;';';' To,'which I !hall add one remarkable ill­
france not mentioned by him. It occurs in ARRIAN, lib. ii. 
cap. vii. and is nolefs'thilli Ktp .. , ;~(~~o" which was taken from 
,the Chrillian church, and adopted by the wifer Gentiles. T~, Si~, 

'i':TIY.tV.&(o'lfOI ~i6fJ-l9a. &'V18, KtFIEJ ;1I.J"UQ,. DCIIJIJ iW:JOCalitts, pruamtll' 

ellm, Domble m!ftrert nq/lri. 

P Matth. xiii. 33. Luke xiii. 20, lli 
, , 

T4 • 
10 , 

• 
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in the mafs of mankind; affimulating tq 
itfelf, ill various deg'rees, their differtnt 

'principles, difpoutiol1s; and mall1}ers. And, 
,to it? honour be it fpoken, it alw~ys pro-

, 

dpced the greatefi effeCts, among thofe who 
,,;ere moflhighly poliihed r. 111 \!nc1Jlti-
, . 

· vated regions jt eouid never thrive: their . 
'groifn<{s'couid, not comprehend it. Thisiq-
· 'deed 'OUf' :two venerable focieties • have had 

_.' ( " : I " • 

\ '," " 

frequent and repeated occ~fiops to -·lament. 
For'iheir fucceiS in the converfion both of 

, .~. I.'" . ".. . , 

· the Ea'!terp -:aid Wefiern Indians, was by 110 

means anfwerable, for feveral years, to the 
tncleavours employed therein .. But, as the 
,~ne' gre~ ;~oreciyil and l~u~an~, 'm~d the 
, , 
other became li:Js averfe to our manners and . . . -. ': " .~ .. .' . , . 
, , 

cufioms, the profpea brightened upon 11s ; 
" 

. . ,-.' . . . . . . 
-and the labours of our miffionaries have been · ,,", " . , f •• • • " 

equallY fn~itf~l, profpcrous, and co~forrabl~. 
• • • • • 

• . . . , 
• 

r Of th~ aljcient ~at\lers pr~y oprerve how ma~y Y(ere phi!Q-
fopher,,' '. .. ,.... . . 

: • TIle incovporatc(! (o.irty ~' for the prop~gation of the 
Gorpel in foreig~ parrs,'" ~iz .. Ameri~. And the voluntary (o-
, 

I:iety "for prQmoting GhrijJ;an knowledge/' who maintain 
fix mimoliaries rn the Eafr Indies i and l,ave a call for Jllor~) 
"'cre !hey able to fend tP~II1' .. ,' '. . ., , 
• 

!. , 
, , 

• . . . ~ ': . , . 
.Alld~ 
• . 1 
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And, llnce it has pleafed God, by advahcing 
our conquefts in both places at once, to open 
a way for propagating our religion more ex­
tenfively among them; what a glorious har­

. yefl: might we expect to reap, had we labour-
ers fufficient for it! " But, alas! the labour­
ers are few:" and we can only "pray the 
Lord of the han'eft," that he would difpofe 
the hearts ofthofe men efpecialIy, who draw 
their wealth from thefe regions, to firengthen 
the hauds of our religious focieties; that they 
may be able to " feud forth more labourers 

. into his harvefl:·. Then might we hope, 
that" the name of the Lord would become 
great amqng the Gentiles; and that in every 

'place a pure offering would be offered' unto 
him, from the rifing of the fUll unto the 
, 

going down of the fame t," .. 

, But let our hopes of the future prevalence 
pf our religiop be what they may; yet frill 
it is urged, "that many large and populous 

• 

traCl:s lie at prefeut in the groiiefl: darknefs: 
lind, llnce the Go{pel is repre[cnted to be (0 
, '.' 

t Matth. ix. 37, 58. 
• • 

• Mal. 10 II. 

, e~tremeJy 
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..(}xtFeme}y . rtecefi:arj to the Salvation of the 
rw.orki,; what' is to becbme of th(')fe,unhappy 
. people, ,W'flO cbuld'il1ever':tttain to' its, faving 
_ tfl;ltbs i" ,The anfwer is" -Therarefecute in 
the ·;gbodnefs of'·a !n'lerciful Cl'eatori: ! w.hQ, 
H:~flie:)gave ,out -i,jtde to them, will requil1e 

.in Feturn·but littkofthem ;"'and\vho yet, 
-fo(,rhe . good ,-ufe' thtY'.make of :uhat 'little, 
-.will E;I"OWP t1hem·:with ran ,happinefs,-;propor-
-tioned-tQ . their ,deeds, ,and equal: to' the ex-
-tent oaf their; moral capaoities. 

,-ll1ftead t,herefore bf being' overolcilrioos, 
and n~dten y -folioitdus . nbout, their, fiate; 

. Jet us [ratlfler be careful to -{hew a proper con­
-cern fur, :our f own. -We confeffedly-enjoy fu­
t periorc advantages; . frnd!hould confequently 
. labour -to ex~el inourirriprovements. We 

I 

. are favoured \v/th·one "unfpeakable;gift," 
: for which we call never be-fufficielltlYithank­
: ful.· W ~. have the; pnte Gofpel-of{:hrifl in 
: our ·hands ; and that GQfpel prcvedto be the 

, I . . .-

-truth' -of God. ,As ,it comes to us ;then," [up-
r}lorted- by th~ cleareft attefl:ations of divi • 

• 

nity; let ~s receive it with more reverence, 
. ., 

and obey it with more dilig~l1c~, Jor· its 
. '" I.. -

having 
.. -

• 

• 

• 
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baving been ratified, confirmed, and eftab. 
liihed, in fo marvellous and unparalleled a 
manner. Scornful! y to rejeCt, or indolently 
to neglect it, is to ruin ourfelves. "For if 
.the word fpoken by angels," if the law of 
Mofes, " was ftedfail:; and every tranfgreffion 
and difobedience received a juft recompence 
of reward; how ihall we efcape, if we negleB: 
fo great falvation? which at the fidl: began to 
be fpoken by the Lord, and was confirmed 
unto us by them that heard him; God alfo 
pearing them witnefs, both with figns and 
wonders, and with diverfe miracles, and 
gifts of the Holy Ghoil: u." 

To which bldfed and glorious Trinity, 
thus uniting in the fllpport and advancement 
of Chriftianity, be afcribed, as is moil: due, 
all honour, adoration, and praife, &c. Amen. 
t· . 

t H b .. e • 11. 2-4. 

S E R .. 
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< 2 COR. iv. 3. 

!f our GoJPel be hjd, jt is hid 10 them tbat 
are loj!. 

E have now' feen the nature and 
. defign of thofe manifold difpenfa. 
tions, which God exercifed towards mankind 
through the feveral ages of the world. If 
we confider the importance of this defign. 
its neceffity indeed, for the improvement 
and happinefs of mankind; we {hall fooll 
perceive, and be fully fatisfied, that it was 
In no wife unworthy of Almighty God to . 

. interpofe, 
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• 

interpofe, by fuch great and extraordinary 
aas, for the fuccefs and accomplilhment of 
it. And, if we confider moreover the fuit­
ablenefs and propriety of the aas themfelves, 
and their united tendency to that effetl:; we 
fQa11.~Q.clfllffici~ns rea.f<.m tQ c.Dncl,Hde, .trat 
they-cea-lfi..be theprod\ia ofi-ne otber agency 
than his, " who is excellent in counfeI, as 
well as mighty in work." 

The foundation of this fiupendous fyfiem 
is laid, as we have obferved, in the fall of 
man: and the grand intention of it is, to 
WOlk ou~ his r~(t9ra.ti~n ~1!~ re~qve,ry. Now" 
hS mankihd', il~ c<,m[equence' of< the fall;: 
fhayed perpetually into . \vrong paths; and 
4eviated from time to time into an endIefs . , ' .. ~, ' .. "-;""",,,~ ..... ' 
variety.:, qf de{fruaive.errpurs; [0. G,od '~~ 

, . 

qfe .of' varipus m~thqds, as. tq~ ex.ig!!nce o( 
the cafe requited; to 'che~k the p.r~&.'efs of 
thei~' p'e~'lc:rfenefs 'an~ ': difobe4iericy ;~ 'and 'tc~. 
li~i!1g t.h~m back'to tnith, and' right~ouf~efs. ' 
~ut 0( 'al,l th,e .'1rrOurs 'they fe,lf- intofi th~t 
waftpe" g,;oifefi'" a,ll~, lllpfl:' e~t~nfively. £er­
~i.cip'u~ yvI~c~' l~d' tp~~, t~ren()~l1ce th~' 
t~IJ~.QQqt and' to deify the fevenil parts ot 

. '. . 
the 

• 
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the.·univerfe·: to pay--religious homage· and 
adoratioH.' to· weak·. and- contempt·i-ble· crea­
tures~ infread of. wodhiping- the Ahntghty· 
Creator.; who·alone· is \\'ofthy-ofthe pra.ife· . 
and· adoration of· men. This fuperftitious· 
woriliip carried them, accord.iog. to ,i~s· na-. 
tural oont., into the .. commiiEon .. of the vilMtt, 
and moil:· detefrable pract:ices; which rendered) 
them· daily more and more incapahie{)f true· 
and'rati0nal happinefs. 

Now this fiate, fo entirely foreign· to' aUi 
human felicity, manifefily· required. fom~ 
proper. provifion. to be made fer its amend­
ment, in' the refl:bration of. true· religion ;. 
and the cultivation of better mArais: with­
out which it wasimpoffiblethe,wol'ld:ili01}1<i 
become.happy. With thisvie.w then, God~ 
in the. earlier ages of the w0rld., and:tllfougb 
all the times oCt he· Old Teframent, was 
. gracioufly pleafed. to make fcvcral revelations. 
to· the. fOllS of men . in order. as. welhp·rE:~ 
move their ignorance, ana; correa th~ir·er­

rours ; as to ·-improve. their, religiou&· and 
moral principles, .. a~4 to fup£ort th~~r hopes 
oraJIJ~ure and complete redemption. . 

• 

Thi~ 
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This chain of revelations was attellded 
tHroughout by a correfpondent chain of 
miracles: which, at the fame time that 
they confirmed the truth of the feveral 

• 

doB:rines; confpired likewife to prove this 
general, and, as the cafe then ftood,'mo~ 
neceff"ary article ·that Jehovah, the author 
of them, was the only great and true God, 
the Creator and Governour of the world; 
and confequently, that He alone was en· 
titled to the fervice and obedience of. men • 

• 

For this fyftem of miracles, varying, as 

we have feen, with every variation of fiate 
and circumftances; and yet regularly operat..: 
ing to one great and beneficent defign; ex..; 
hibits as clear a manifellation of the agency 
of the Deity, as thefyftetn of nature does. 
Indeed, moft.of thofe aiIiazillg works, per..; 
formed under the OJdTefiament, were fa 

• 

near akin to the works of the creation, that, 
by a jufr comparifon, they might be known 
to come from the fame hand u. For who; 
put th~ author of nature, could vary and 
• , 
• , • 

I Bp. SHERL~X, Vol. I. Dire. x. p. 283' . 

. -. controu1 

• 
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cantrolll the courfe of natu re iil fo furprifing 
a manner, and to 10 gracious an end? . 

If the Deill: therefore, who admits the 
world to have been at firll: created, and to 
be Hill fupported, by the hand of God, will 
bG true to his principle3; he mull: admit 
likewile, that the J cwi(h di[pen[.1tioll was 
at firll: planned, and all along conducted, 
by the fame wile and powerful Being; For, 
upon what grounds, let me aik him; does 
he believe the world to be the workmanlhip 
of God 1 Is it becaule he o!J[crves illCh traces 
of witoom in the difpofition of its parts; 
illch inll:ances of power in the execution of 
the whole, as no other- Being could exert 
or diiplay? Then, if fOr is he not bound, 
by the very fame realons, to believe the di~ 

vinity of the Old Tefiament? For. if the 
works of nature are acknowledged to be: 
fufficient to prove that God is the author of 
nature; flllely the miracles of the Jewifh 
religioo t which are works of fimilar defign, 
and effects of equal power, muf( be acknow" 
ledged as fufficient to prove God to be the 
author of that religion. This is a clear and 

u 

VOL. n. U difl::.:t 
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dire8: conclufion. And this conc1ufion he 
can no otherwife evade, than by rejeCl:ing 
all the miracles together, as things incredi. 
ble, falfe, and fiCl:itious. But the neceility 
of them for the accompliihment of the end 

• 
defigned; the probability they derive from 
the circumO:ance£ under which they are re­
corded; the general harmony that runs 
through them; the conncCl:ion they main­
tain with the particular frate and condition 
of the times; and the attefratioll of ancient 
hifiory in their twour; n,ot only clear them 
from all fufpicion of that' kind, but unite 
to eftabliih the truth of their exiftence. 

It is an eafy matter to raife cavils, and 
to urge, perhaps, fome plaufible obj(;Clions 
againfr the evidence of any thing; efpe­
'Cially when viewed in a detached light, and 
(;onudered ia a disjointed manner. Bllt 
"let the infidel conneer, as believers conneCl:, 
all the acknowledged and undoubted faas, 
',relating to the Jewiih reconomy, together; 
iJ.nd then try to (olve or explain them 011 

,his own principles; and he will (oon find it 
• 

far beyond the extent of his abilities, not 
, 

only 
, 
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only to produce a rational account, confifient 
with the faith of hi{l:ory, how they did hap­
pen; but even to form any conjeCl:ural no-

, 

tiOIl, how they could happen, that will not 
be clogged with infinitely greater and more , 

perplexing difficulties, t han he can ever pre-
tend to all edge againfi the truth of the Scrip­
ture narration. The fum of the argument 
is this Either the Jewifh reconomy was 
carried OIl by the help of thofe miracles, for 
which we contend; or its proceeding and 
gaining its end without them, was the moil: 
amazing miracle of all. And therefore, 
" fillce the faHhood of the Scripture-account 
would be more miraculous, than the events 
which it relates;" \ve may now hope, from 
our adverfary's own conceffion, that it may 
venture, if not to "command," yet at 
leaH to lay its humble claim to, " his belief 

.. " . or Opll110n y. 

But be the opinions of men what they 
• 

will, certain however it is, that the Jewiih 
difpenfation did take effeCl: ; that" the word 

• 

y H\lme'S Effaysj ubi fupra • 
• 

U2 bf 
• 
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of the Lord, the revelation delivered to the 
children of Ifrael, " did not return to him 
void; but," being fufiained and confirmed, 
by attendant miracles, "accompliihed that 
which he gracioufly defign~d ; and profpered 
ill the'thing whereto he fent it Z

," For it 
wrought a marvellous change in the world. 
It gradually difpelled the darknefs of fuper-

, 

fiition; reformed thole idolatrous errours 
and corruptions, which had long infeCted 
his own people; and, by their converfion, 
brought many others, out of all nations, to 
the acknowledgement and [erv ice of the true 
God; and to a full expetration of fome 

, ' . . 
heavenly guide a; who ihould improve their 
underfrandings, purify their affeCtions, raife 
them to a lI,obler and more perfea fiate, 
and thereby qualify them for higher hap­
pinefs. 

When the Moraic reconomy had thus 
advanced the reformation of the world, and . " 

made men capable of a higher adminifira-

% Ifaiah Iv. II. 
, 

• See Note • p., I %0, of ~his volume; and Dr. CLA RKE'S 

E", of RcligioD I prop. vii. § %. 
, 

tlOl1 ; 
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tion; when it had efleCtually reclaimed the 
Jews from idolatry, and [ecured their de­
pendance on the one {upreme and true God; 
when it had imprclfed OIl their minds {uch 
rational notions of his nature and provi­
dence, as qualified them to worfhip him 
after a purer manner; vVhen" the light 
of Ifracl" had reached the Gentiles, and 
difco,'ered the dil11ne/3 of n:ltural reafon; 
when it had quickened their defire of farther 
infiruCtion, and properly prepared them for 
the reception of it; then it feems to have 
been the fittd1: time for the promifed Meftlah 
to make his appearance. Forthen the world 
was in the fitte!1: fituation to exan'line the 
evidence of his divine mifiioD; to profit by 
the ill fl:ruCliolls he {hould deliver to them; 
and to convey down the whole of his reli­
gion to fut me ancl difiant ages. 

Accordingly, at this feafonable· time, 
J efus Chrifi appeared in the world; and 
brought with him " good tidings of great 
joy, which" belodged equally "to all 
people h." He came to be their Saviour; 

• Luke ii. 10. 

U " :> that 
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thflt is, to reform and improve their co.rrupt 
nature, and ~ render them capable of enjoy­
ing their God • 
. To. this end, he efiabliihed [uch a co.m­

plet-e infrituriollof religion, as is not only 
perreC1ive ·of the former difpenfations; but 
alfo tonducive to the higheftimprovement, 

• 

and the: moil exalted happinefs, that mall-
kind call wi(h to attain .. 

'fo animate their endeavours after [uch 
impr{)ve~nent, this religi011, as we have al­
ready ihewn, afiures them, in the firfi: place, 
of the free pardon' of their' paft tranfgref­
lions, oli the. condition 'Of. repentance from 

• 

fuch evil works, and of faithful obedience 
f-or the time t-o come. • • 

• 

• To.. direS: tbeir obedience in a right. 
colufe, .it flxhi'bits, in the llext place, a moft 
perfect and complete ruk of life, adapted to 
all. the circuinfhmcesof our HatiollS, and 
illllfi:rated . by the condua of" that righte­
ou.~ ·P;erfon," .in whom his enemies could , . 
" .find no. [;lult c.~ .and of whom· God 

• • 

. , " -
C John xviii. 38 . 

• 

• • openly 

• • 
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openly declared, that "in him he was well 
pleafed d." 

To frrengthen the infirmities of man­
kind, and raife their powers to the meafure 
of this rule; it airures them moreover of 
the aid and affiltance of the divine fpirit: 
who is able to fupport them under all trials; 
and ",:ill, with the concurrence of their own 
endeavours, lead them h1fely through this 
frate of probation, to that future and more 
important fiate, in \vhich they are to receive 
the reward of their deeds. 

To make them attentive to the fug­
geftions of the Spirit, to deter them from 
the praCtice of vice and impiety, and to en­
gage them in the conftant, fready purfuit of 
all virtue and goodnefs; it farther lays before 
them the mofi powerful and awakening mo-

• 

tives, that can ever be propofed to the un-
derftanding of men: it opens to their view 
a clear profpeCt of that future frate, where 
" the wicked fhall be punifhed with everlafl:~ 

d Match. xvii. 5' 

U 4 
• ll1g 
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ing defiruCiion, whi!fi the righteous are 
crowned with endler., felicity e." 

. And finally, to prove" thefe doCtrines to 
be of God," and delivered to the ,\orld 
by his autbority; they ,,11 fiand atteHed and 
confirmed by filch a train of appofite ~, mi­
rac�es' as no man could" poi1jbly ~, perfurm, 
except God were with him f." 

Sllch is the provifion which Chriil: has 
madc, according to the plain, evangelical 
account, for the happinefs and Iillvation of 
mankind. AlId, pray. what'is there want~ 
jng in this a::COllnt, to complete his charac­
ter, as the promifed MdIiah the reformer 
and redeemer of the world? Was he to 
make an atonement to God for us? Behold 
then, " he died for our tins, and rofe again 
for ollrjllfiification g." \-Vas .he to fuppIy us 
with the necefIary mcans of f.1Ivation? with 
"all things pertaining to life and godli­
" nefs?" Then behold them all exprefly 
revealed, and powerfully enforced, in the 

• Marth. :o:X". +6. 
f John iii. 7. 

& Rom. iv. 25' 

GofJJCI· 
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Gofpel. Did the nations of the world fiand 

• 

all in equal need of thefe benefits r 'Behold 
then, he commiffioned his difciples to pro­
pofe and communicate tbem to all nations. 
Aud that his difciples might be able to exe­
cute and fulfil the commiB.ioll they had re­
ceived, behold them endowed with the 
gift of languages, to qualify them to inftruCt 
the nations. Thus cOl11mifiioned, and thus 
gifted, " they went forth, and preached 
every where; the Lord working with 
them, and confirming the word by figns 
following h." 

Here now let us paufe a little and then 
afk ourfelves, "what plainer, fironger, more 
convincii1g proofs can we poffibly require in 
confirmation of this religion, than thofe are, 
which the Gofpe! offers r" It is manifeftly 
[upported by all tbe it/ternal and external evi­
·dences that can well be thought on. Its 
doCtrines are not only correfpondent to the 
neceffities of human nature; but alfo con­
formable to the hig'heft human reafon; and 

• ;\lark Hi. 20. 

. 
are 
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are moreover attefied by analogous examples 
• • 

and fenfible clemonll:rations. For our Sa-
• 

,;iour (as it now, I hope, fufficiently appears) 
advanced no doCl:rines, claimed no poWers, 
but [uch as he openly and repeatedly afcer-

• 

tained by adequate infiances and proper il-
lull:rations. 

Had the Gofpel required of us to expeCl: 
{;llvation by Jefus Cluill:, and given DE no 
rea/on to think him equal to the rnighty 
work, infidels might then have laughed 
with afitlrance; and have jufily reproached 
our faith as credulity. But now their re­
proaches be to themfelves. It is our boaf1, 
as it is our happillefs, that "we know in 
whom we have believed j;" even in him, 

• 

" who is able to fave them to the utterinoll:, 
that come t11lto God by him k " feeing he 
is the Lord of life and glory; and is invef1ed 
with fovereign power both in heaven and 
earth, as he made appear by frequent and 
repeated exertions of it. 

i ~ Tim. i. I Z. 

k H b .. , e. VH. ~ 5-

Since 
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Since Chri!1: then has given us all reafon­
able proof, that he was " a teacher come 
from God:" fince the doCtrines he taught 
appear to be in their own nature divine; 
worthy of God, and beneficial to man: 
fince he has confirmed them in every branch 

• 

by the mofl: fuitable and appropriate mi-
racles: \Iihat <lpology can we Imke for 
ourfelvts, " if we rejeCt fo great," and at 
the [;m1e time fo well-attefl:ed, "a falva-
. ..." 

tlOn ~ 

But perhaps it will be faid, feveral others, 
as well as Chrifl:, have brought revelations 
into the world; and have wrought Il)iracles 
in confirmation of them; and therefore, that 
thefe have an equal right to our belief and 
acceptance, as the Chri{l-ian revelation has: 
finee they were all raired upon the [1me 
foundation, and are fupported by the !itme 
credentials . 

• 

• 

Now, we readily grant, that various re­
ligions were formerly introduced into the 
heathen \\--orld under the pretence of reve­
lation; and that feveral miracles are f.1id to 
have been wrought by the founders of thefe 

3 religions. 
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religions. But what then? Is there any 
comparifon to be made between thefe reli­
gions and the GofJ)el of Chrift? View their 
contents: confider their genius and confti­
tution: what fignatures of divine wifdom, 
what marks of divine goodnefs, are there to 
be difcovered in them? What correfpon­
dence did they bear with the moral exigences 
of mankind? what reference had they to -
pure, folid, and rational harpinei&? Confider 
the proofs upon which they nand: examine 
the miracles alledged in tbeir favour: how 
mean, .trifling, ridiculous, are moft of them 
in themfelves l And how poorly are they all 
attefied! And, laftly, confider the fate of 

o 

thefe religions: how foon did they vaniiJ1, 
and fink into contempt, when the fecular 
powers that fupported them failed, or know­
ledge and learning advanced in the world? 

With what colour of reafon, then, can 
any man prefume to fet thefe weak, pre-

o tended revelations in competition with the 
Gofpel of Chrifi, which made its way in 

• 

fpite of all oppollng powers; and has frood 
the critical exalnination of ages r Yea, and 

• ever 
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ever will f1:and it. For, could men be per­
fuaded to lay aiide their prejudices and pa[­
{jons; to approach the Scripture with fe­
rioufneL and candour; and to weigh the 
merits of the Chriftian eaufe with delibera-
tion and impartiality; there can be no doubt, 
but they would, to their happinefs, be foon 
convinced, that the evidencc for the truth 
of Chriftianitv is as full and f:ltisfauory, as 

• • 

the end it propofes is great and delirable. 
This evidence is likewife fo plain and ob­
violls, that any mall, of the man common 

• 

abilities, may eafily perceive, and readily 
comprehend it. And therefore, " if the 
Gofpel," or the evidcnce of the Gofpel, "be 
hid; it is to them tlut are lofl:" blinded by 
fame inveterate prejudice or untoward paf­
flail, which they are determined to indulge, 
even to their own I'U in . 
. That this is the real fiate of the cafe, evi:' 

dently appears, not only from the general 
oppoJition, which thefe men make to reli­
gion; but more efpecially fom thofe /arliCtl­
far oljeClions, which they urge againfl: it. 

They 
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They who extol the fufficiency of rea[on; 

and cry down revelation as u[ele[s; are rna­
llifeil:ly lojl to a due fenfe of that weaknefs 
and ignorance of the human underftanding, 
which the wifefr heathens loudly deplored; 
and which they ardently wi!hed might be 
cleared up by the accefilon of fuperior 
light) . 

And liilce the Gofpe! has brought fuch 
light into the world; they who !hut their 
eyes againft it, and frill "love darknefs 
rather than light;" are entirely loJl to that 
}1roper concern they ought to have for the 
eftabli!hmcllt of truth and righteoufnefs . 

• 

They who diij)Ute the truth of the 
Gofpel; and demand other, and ftill farther, 
proofs of its divine authority; are evidently 
lrji to the force and propriety of that found 
reafoning, whereby it has been repeatedly 
and conclufively !hewn to carry with it all 
the evidence, that a divine revelation can be 
fuppofed to have . 

• 

1 CICERO, Tufc. Difp.lib. iii. in principia. PLAT. Alcib • 
• 

ii. in fUlC. 

They 
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They who dwell on fome fancied defeCts; 
and can bring the method and order, the lall~ 
gllage and }life of Scripture, as fo many ob. 
jeaiolls to its infpiratioll; are clearly lqfl to 
the beauties and excelle11cies of good writ­
ing; and plainly difcover a want of tai1:c 
fully equal to their \Val1t of piety. 

And, finally, they v;ho " care for I~OllC 

of thefe things;" but fcornfully frjed tlte 
Gofpel, without .either examining its COll­

tents, or inquiring into its evidence; are 
deplorably Irf/ to that jufi regard, which 
every conuderate and rational perron fhould 
maintain for II is own happinefs. 

But whether men regard it or not, certain 
however it is, that God may require them 
to take notice of rome things, even at their 
peril; to !earch diligent) y into them; and to 
confider them thoroughly. The Gofpel is 
a thing of this kind: for it was delivered 
under this folemn fanB:ion. When it was 
propored to the Jews, it was propored as 
the dreaual means of falvation, provided 
they embraced and obeyed it. But notwith. 
fianding the l1umberlefs and repeated mi. 

racles, 
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racIes, that were wrought in confirmation 
of it before their eyes; yet their prejudices 
and paffions fupprefied their conviCtion; and 
kept them frill in a fiate of infidelity; , 
which ended, according to the threatnings 
denounced, in the deftruCl:ioll of "their 
place and .nation." Now tbeir fate fhould 
be a warning to others, not to indulge "an 
evil heart of unbelief," when they hav.\: 
{uch unan{werable rea(oBs to the contrary, 
left they fhould unhappily fall under that 
heavier plluifhment, of which this was ollly 
the emblem.' For the cafe of the Jews was 
in this refpeCl by no means peculiar. The 

• 

Gofpel was publifhed to the reft of the 
world, under the f.'Hne alternative. "He 
that believeth and is baptized !hall be f.wed ; 
but he that believeth not," when he has 
(ufficient grounds for believing, !hall be 
damned m" 1hall be finally "ptlni!hed 
with everlafting defiruCl:iou from the pre­
fence of that Lord," whom he contemned 
and reviled; " and from'the glory of that 
power, which he fet at defiance n • 

.. Mark xvi. 16. 

n 2 The!l". j. 9. 

, 

This 
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This let the infidel refleCt upon. It is a 
point of the tltmoft importance; and a point 
in which he is deeply concerned. However 
iccure he may think himfelf at pre[ent; and 
whatever degree of raillery and contempt 
he may now be pleafed to pour out on our 
religion and its Author; yet the time is 
hafining on, when he {hall be forced to 
contemplate thefe weighty fubjeCts with· 
other, and different, refentment3. With 

• 

what trembling afionilbment will he come 
forth, in the day when he {ball fee that 
derpilcd Galilean, the meek and holy Jerus; 
whore name he has blafphcmed, whore altars 
he has profaned, and whofe r€ligion and laws 
he has vilified and traduced; exalted now in 
the majcfiy of his kingdom, and bearing rule 
over every creature! vVith what terrour 
and confufion will he behold him feated 011 

the throne of judgment; determining the 
fate, and adjufiing the allotments, of the 
whole human racer \Vhat mufi his" fcarch­
ings of heart" be, r:hen he fl- all fee " the 
heavens and the earth pafs away; and every 
jot and ever! tittle of that Golpel he de . 

• 

VOL. II. X fpifed, 
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-fpifed, con~rmed and fulfilled 0 !" With what 
agonies of guilt and defpair mufi he and his 
fraternity approach the offended prefence of 
the Lord; and fubmit to that terrible fen­
tenee of their judge! "Thofe mine ene­
mies who would not that I (bould reign over 
them, bring them out, and flay them before 
me p." 

May thefe confidcrations awaken unbe­
lievers to a due fen[e of their fillte and con­
dition! May they prevail upon them to 
divefi themfelves of thofe prejudices and 
paBions, which are not only apt to keep 
men in ignorance; but alfo contribute to 
fuperindllce an hardnefs of heart, and a 
fatal contempt of God's word! May they 
effeCtually excite them to "feek out the 
truth in the lo\"e' thereof;" and to yield 
themfelves up, whenever it is found, to the 

. falutary influence of its diCl:ates! And may 
they, who embrace " the truth, as it is ill 
in ]e(us q ;" and are admitted into the feI .. 
10wfl1ip of Chrifr's religion;" be careful to 

o Matth. '1". IS •. l\Iark :;iii. 31. 

P Luke xix. 2i • 
• 

q Epee. iv. 21. 

• 
• 
• 

. H efchew 
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" efchew all thofe things, that are contrary 
to their profeilion; and to follow fuch 
things, as are agreeable to the [lme r!" May 
they labour to adorn the docrrine of our 
Saviour; and to recommend it to the world 
by the excellency of their difpolltions, and 
the amiablcnefs of their conduCt! And if we 
make "our light fo to {hine before men ;" 
then \vill they readily perceive, and will­
ingly acknowledge, that there is fomething 
divine, (omething illufl:rious and heavenly 
in it; and will thence be firongly prompted 
to join us in the wor01ip of that graciolls 
Being, who favoured his fervants with fuch 
efficacious means of becoming a holy and a 

• 

happy people. . 
That this may finally be our fiate on 

earth; and that we may all have reafon to 
rejoice together in the hope of a glorious 
immortdity in heaven; God, of his infinite 
mercy, grant, &c. Amen. 

I couca [or the 3d S. after Eaner. 

FIN I S. 
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