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Vet they tempted and provokes the moft bigh

 God, and kept not his teftimones:
But turned back, and dealt unfaithfully like their
fathers: they were turned afide like a decei?-
ful bow.

Tor they provoked him to anger with their high
places 3 and moved bim 1o jealonfy with ther
graven images.
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S ER MO N XIIL

Psav. lxxviil, ver, §6~—59:

Vet they tempted and provoked the moft higl
God, and kept not bis tefiimonses:

But turned back, and dealt unfa f:éﬁu’{y like their
fathers: they were turned afide ke a decéit-
ful bow,

For they provoked bim fo anger wwith thewr high
places 5 and moved bim to jealonfy with their
graven images.

When God beard this, be was wroth; and
greatly abborred Ifracl.

"THAT influence of effe@ the fore-
going manifeftations of divine power
actually had on the minds of the Canaatiites,
we are not exprefly told.  From certain cir-
Vor. 1. B cumitances

L
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2 SERMON XIIL

cumftances 1t thould {eem, that they had in-
deed but very little; 1if, perhaps, any at all.
For it is particularly remarked, that ¢ there
was not one city that made peace with the
children of Ifrael, fave the Hivites the inha-
bitants of Gibeon: all the reft they took in
battle. For it was of the Lord,” fays the
text, ¢ to harden thetr hearts, that thev
fthould come agantt Hrael in battle, that he
might deftroy them wtterly *: that 15, 1o
other words——as they were a vile and obfti-
nately wicked race, that would nat accept
of the terms propofed, God therefore judi-
cially -permitted their obftinacy to operate
and run its courfe; to mmbolderr and urge
them forwards, notwithftanding the miracu-
lous warnings they had received, ¢ to fight his
people” to their own deftruétion,

But how fmall {o ever the effe@ might be,
which thefe mighty wonders produced on
the Canaanites ; yet certain 1t 1s, that they

wrought moft powerfully on the children of
#‘ Ifracl: and, as appears from their condu&

b Johiz 19, 20,

OL}



SERMON XL 1
on the {uppofed defe@ion of forhe of their
brethren, changed that propenfity, which
they bad formerly thewn towards idolatry,
into an utter dread and deteftation of it’,

Happy would it have been, had they al-
ways continued in this difpofition; which
the law and its fanctions had a peculiar ten-
dency to cultivate and maintain, But their
zeal gradually abated; and expired at length
(at about twenty years from the death of
Jothua) in a fhameful, and almoft univerfal

apoftafy k. The fource of their apoftaly was
derived from hence—that they not only
{fpared the 1dolatrous nations, whom they
were commanded to deftroy ; but, converfing
with, and mingling among them, ferved
¢« their 1dols, and learned their worksh”’
The firft palpable defection broke out, it
feems, in the tribe of Ephraim, and the

houfe of Micah™; who ereted for his own

1 Joth, xx11s 11---31,
¥ Judg, 11, to0—13.
b Pfal, cvi. 34—30.
M Tudg. xvil, 1-—13,

B 2 bl



4 SERMON XIIL

ufe a kind of oratory or taberttacle ; placed
1 1t two images and teraphim ; and, having
made an ephod and other habiliments, con-
{ecrated one of his fons (till he procured a
Levite) to officiate as prieft i this heteroge-
neous fervice. I call it hererogencous, becaufe
it evidently confifted of the worthip of God
and the worfhip of 1dols, united and blended
together ™.

In a fhort time after; this {pecies of 1do-
latry was fully adopted, as the whole furni-
ture of the oratory was carried off, by the
northern branch of the tribe of Dan., For
« they took away the graven image, and
the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten
image, which Micah had .made, and fet
them up in their own city; where the Le-
vite and his {fons were priefts, until the day
of the captivity of the Land°;” or, as it 1s
commonly under{tood, and might onginally
have been written, <« till the day of the cap-

 Vide SeLpex, De Diis Syris, Syntag. 1. cap. 2.
¢ Judg. xviits 14—30.

tivity



SERMON XIIL ¢

tivity of the Ark »—"" till the time that God,
as the Pfalmuft {peaks, ¢ forfook,”
anger, ¢¢ the tabernacle of Shiloh ; and de-
livered his ftrength,” hisark, ¢ into captie
vity ; his glory wto the enemy’s hand 4.”

Nor were the other tribes lefs faulty in
this refpe&, than thofe we have already
mentioned. For ¢ they allo forfook the
Lord God of their fathers, who had brought
them out of the land of Egypt, and followed
other gods ; the gods of the people that were
round about them. They ferved Baalim
and Afhtaroth r;” that 1s, the beavenly hofi;
and particularly the fun and moon; whom
they publicly adered with all the formalities
of heathenith rites.

This bafe, 1dolatrous worfhip naturally
corrupted their moral principles; and led

im his

* An ancient Tranferiber tnight cafily miflake (1IN for
TN, and {o produce the prefent Reading; which yet agrees
neither with the following verfe, viz. ver. 31—nor with the truth
¢f hiftory. See the Conunentators.

a Pf, Ixxvii. 6o, 61.

{ Judg. . 12, 3.

B 3 them



6 SERMON Xl

them on, efpecially as there was then no
power to controul them?, into all the -
dulgences of luft and fenfuality ; nto the
foul commiffion of the moft flagitious crimes,

Of this we meet with a deplorable inftance
in the hiftory of the tribe of Benjamin ; who,
dwelling with the Jebufites, and adopting
their manners, degenerated fo far, and to {o
vile a degree, as nearly to approach the cha-
rafter of bodom® For they not only ruthed,
prompted by the rage af brutal paffion, into
the horrid crimes of adultery and murder
but afterwards, in their cooler hours, and
even unider the weight of a {ober remons-
ftrance, had the affurance and effrontery to
avow their deeds, and to {tand up mn defence
of their abominations®. Such wickednefs,
it is- true, the other tribes were as forward
to punifh, as this was refolute to defend.
But the whole was apparently from the
Lord; that he might avenge himfelf of
their cvil doings. - For fince both -parties

 Judg, xvil. 6. x i1, 1. XxL 23,
t Ibd. xix, 22—24,
* Ibid, xx. 12—14,
had,
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had, in thewr {éveral degrees, repeatedly
tranfgrefled the covenant of the Lord, and
thereby incurred his refentment; he there-
fore wilely and judicially ordained, that they
{hould now become mutual {courges to each
other. "And as their fins and tranfgreflions
were-chielly owing to their mixing and con-
ver{ing with the heathen nations; fo 15 1t
worthy our particular notice, that the tribe
of Judah, which firft exhibited a bad example
1n this way ¥, was expreflly commanded ¢ to
go up firft,” and begin the attack upon
Gibeah : 1n which atfack 1t .{eems to have
{uftained, as it juftly deferved, a greater lofs
than ‘any otherv, -

x Jm lah was the ﬁrﬁ who, doubting.the promifes of God,
failed in his duty of expelling the Canwntcs For when ¢ thie
Lord was with Judah, and he had driven’ out the inhabitants of
the mountan, yet Je proceeded not (fo the text fhould be renderéd)
to drive out the inhabitants of the valley, becaufe they had
chariots of iron Judg. 1. 19. Et fic, quod peccarunt, non po-
tucrunt expellere, &e. fays the Targuin'in lofum, ' But Barak,
relying on the divine affiftance, afterwards overthtew the hoft of
]abm, though it was fuppurted by no lefs than nine f.mdwd cha-

xiots of iron. ]udg v, 13=—16.
¥ Judg. xx. 18—21.

B 4 But



3 "SERMON XIIL

But this chaftifement, however fevere—
for it nearly extirpated one tribe, and greatly
weakened all the reft—was yet infufhiceent to
reduce the Hraelites to a fenfe of their duty,
and of the allegiance they had vowed to God.,
For « they ceafed not from their evil doings,
and from their ftubborn. way *;”’ but obfti-
nately perfifted both in their idolatrous and
vicious practices, as if nothing had been
done to reclaim them. Nay, they proceeded
{o far; as.iot only to make a league with the
Canaanites; but, i open defiance of the
law, to make likewife intermarriages with
them: the confequence of which was,. as it
had been long foretold, thatthey were drawn
away, not merely to worfhip other gods i
con_,um,nan with their 6wn; but even to-
tally: to negled, tatally to « forget the Lord
their Ged, wheo- had done fuch great tlnng:,
'_for them.” |

queu;m,;th’en, ¢ the anger of the Lord

was kindled -againft his peoplei; infomuch

‘that he abhoired his own inheritance. He

gave them over into the h'mds of the he;u;hen,
z Judg. 1. 19,

who
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who grievoufly opprefled them, and had
them in f{ubjeftion J° Yet neverthelefs,
{fuch was his goodnefs and loving kindnefs,
that, whenever they repented, and returned
to their duty, ¢ he regarded their affliction b,”
and raifed up judges to be their deliverers.
But, on the other hand, {uch was their folly
and amazing perverfenefs, that the Judge,
who had delivered them, was no fooner dead,
than they revolted, and lapfed again: and
again experienced the fame calamitiesc, So
that the whole of this period was, in fa&,
nothing elfe, but an alternate fucceflion of
finning -and repentance on the part of the
people, and of favour and feverity on the
part of God. But « thefe differences of ad-
miniftration,” fo wifely adjufted to their
charalter and condu&, will evidently ap-
pear, on due refletion, to be equally fubfer-
vient to the purpofes of the main defign—
to the fupprefion of idolatry, and the ad-
vancement of true religion,

* Pfal. cvi. 39---41
b Ib, ver. 43.
£ Judg, 11, 1629,
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What it really was, that occafioned fuch
detectionsamong theliraclites ; that prompted
them fo frequently to forfake thewr God, and
qun mto the idolatrous cuftoms of the na-
fions, it 1s no ealy matter to determine, But
whether vou fuppole, that they thought the
icrvice of tie true God a ftrange, rigid, and
burdenfome mfititution ; and were thetrefore
unwilling to bear 1t ¢ 1= Oy, that the temp-
tatiohs of -the heathen worthip (its pomp,
ljnlela'dof,- and amufeinent, fo agreeable to the
corrupt inclibations of nature) operated upon
them with {uch enchanting force, as they
were not able to reqift @ :—0Or, that the long-
contirmed prejudice 1n favour of local deities,
and thetr fuperﬁ‘itious reverence for the guas-
‘dian geds of great and profperous nations,
led tliein to embrace and adopt their rites, in
vain expefation of being made happy by
themPr—\Which evér of t]”ﬂ, you fix upon

¢ See Bp. Pm*:uc;-;’.? Commient on Judy, 1. 12,

© Sce Pyres Pt o Pauaphre on the Old Teltament,
vol. 1v,

f See Bp, WWanzvrras’. D . Leg. val, iy, Book v, § -,
v, 157, &,

AT
1w
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SERMON Xl 11
as the chief fource of their idolatries; you
will find, in the prefent difpenfation of Pro-
videnice, a powerful correftive applied to
each. For,

If the grandeur and profperity of the Af~
fyrian empire allured them to adopt the Af=
{yrian deities, in hopes of being advanced,
by their benevolence and favour, to the 1ike
degree of eminence and power; what me-
thod can you conceive more proper to cone
vince them, that fuch deittes could neitlier
befriend nor {upport them, than this which
Providence now employed —than his deli-
vering them up into the hatid of Cufhan,
king of Aflyria; who enflaved and oppreffed
them for eight years togethere? In the
courfe of which time they muft needs per-
ceive, that the gods they had chofen, were
{o far from affording them relief or profit, that
they were really the caufe of their thraldom
and diftrefs,

If their fuperftitious veneration for local
deities Jed them to worfhip the gods of Ca-

8 Judg, nl. 8.
naan,



12 SERMON XIIL

naan, for fear of fome vengeance, which
thefe gods, 1if negleCted, might infli¢t upon
them *; how clearly did the Almighty, by
fecuring them, when obedient, from all ca-
lamities; and by afflicing them, when they
deviated 1nto {uch ftrange fervices, with
every kind of evil; how clearly, fay, did
he evince the futility of this notion? How
manifeftly did he thew them by thefe pro-
ceedings, that there was nothing which they
ought 1 reafon to dread, {fo much as the
vengeance of him alone, who had declared
himfelf tg. be ¢ a jealous God?”— A God
that wpuld never {uffer his honour to be
transterred, with: impunity, to another:

God, that could, and did ftir up the very
worfhipers of thefe local deities, whom his
people had foolifhly adopted, to avenge the
affronts, which they had repeatedly offered,
by their bafe-defetions, to lys divine ma-
jelty.
- 1f the {plendor and nﬂgmﬁcence of the
heathen worthip, or the fenfual rites with

* Judg. vi, 10. 2 Kings xviy, 35, 38,
which
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vwhich 1t was celebrated, allured the Ifraelites
to a fnfol compliance ; how fenfible of their
errour muit they needs become, whenever
they found, as they always did, that they
were debaled thereby in their nature as men;
and deprefled 1n their condition as members
of the community ¢

And laftly, if they deemed their ritual,
and the inftitution they were under, a hard,
rigid and burdeafome {ervice ; how power-
fully muft the punithments, that attended
their apoftafy, ferve to corre@ and reform
{fuch opmnions? For {urely they could not
but acknowledge, that 1t was far better, far
eafier, and more comfortable, to worthip the
Lord in honour, affluence, and profperity ;
than to {erve and adore other gods, 1n op-
preflion, afHiction, anguifh, and diftrefs :—
Affliflions that were always the more {evere,
as their revolts were more frequent, pre-
fumptuous, and provoking.,

Now, as thefe infliCtions tended to reétify
their wrong priuciples, and to call them off
from their idolatrous prattices; fo did that
“exuberance of mercy, which God exempli-

fied
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fied 1n his readinefs to relieve their miferies,

kindly invité, and warmly encourage them |
to amend thetr lives, and again embrace his
worfhip and fervice. For ¢ when he faw
their adverfity,” and found them difpofed
complaint,” and redrefled their grievances.
No fooner did they f{eek the Lord, but they
experienced his kindnefs 1n a {peedy deliver-
ance. And in every deliverance he wifely
contrived, that they fhould clearly {ee the
power of his arm; and be convinced to
whom they owed their {uccefs. He left
them indeed, 1n moft cafes, {o little to do
for themfelves, that they could never attri-
bute the glory of the a& to their own
prowels ; but were always obliged to «afcribe
‘to his name the praife” and the honour of
what had been done, |

- Thus, when they aflembled in a body of
above thirty thoufand, and purpofed to attack
the Midianites; God, who had determined
to grant them fuccefs, yet refufed to employ
{0 Jarge a force, for fear of diminifhing his

own glory, He therefore reduced them to
three
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three hundred men, to whom. he vouchf{afed
" a complete vittoryi: and vouchfafed it in
{fuch a manner, as ¢ made his power known
among the heathen, and hlS wonders among
all people &.”’

So hkemfe, when he commanded Barak
with ten thoufand men to fall on:the con-
federate forces of Jabin!; though mniuch
might be owing to the valour of the
I{raclites, who chafed and tlew them with 2
great flaughter ; yet, God took care to make
it appear, that they were indebted for the
vitory to his afiftance. He wifibly efpoufed
thetr caufe ; and made. thie gentile gods the
mftruments of his vengeance on thefe gentile
idolaters. For ¢ the ftars” and elements
« fought againft Siferah™—"" the tempeft
and hailftones beat down part of his hoft;

1 Judg, vil, 27,

£ Pfal, xcvi, 1.

b Judg. iv. 14, &c.

™ Judg. v. 20, 21, JoseErs. Ant Jud lib vec. v, § 4,

and
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and the {wellings of Kifhon fwept away
numbers of the fugitives n,

Such - marvellous interpofitions, {0 critis
cally exerted 1n favour of the Ifraelites, and
fo accurately adapted to the exigences . of
their condition, did not only {erve ¢ to make
known unto the fons of men the glorious
majefty of the Lord, and the greatnefs of
his excellency 3 but alfo to engage all the
wife and confiderate among them, ¢ to lock
-up to, and place their confidence in, him”
alone: as being well aflured, that ¢« there
was no other god, that could uphold and

deliver after this fort °.”

n The like mterpoﬁtlon of divine power, and difplayed for the
f'nne end, was afterwards vifible in that marvellous vifory,
- which JonaTHAN obtained over the Phihitines at Michmath,
1 Sam, Xiv, 6~23. As allo in that wonderful difcomfiture of

the united forces of Moab and Ammon, which bafely invaded

the land of Judah, in the days of Jehofhaphat. z Chron. xx.
1---24. Tothis head may be referred likewife the miraculous

influx of water into the valley in the wildernefs of Edom, for
the fupport and refrefhment of the confederate armies that were
going againft Moab, &c, 2 Kings 11, t6—20.

¢ Dan. 1l 2q.

W
f
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With refpe to the miracles; wrouglit at
the requeft of particular judges, to affure
them of fuccefs, or to encourage them in
their underttkings ; and which therefore may
be looked upon as {fo many epifodes, or di-
greflions from the genetal difpenfation ; the
propriety of thefe muft be explained by, as
it depends upon; the genius, temper, and fitua-
tion of ‘the perfons, for whofe fake they were
{o performed. And if we view them through
this medium, they will appear to be wifely
and perfe&fy adapted to fatisfy the doubts of
thofe defponding commanders, and to an-
fwer the ends for which they were exerted.
If the diftrefled Gideon, for example,
thought, that ¢ the Lord had forfaken his
people;’’ and, becaufe they were {uffered to
be fo grievoufly opprefled, doubted almoft
the truth of the miracles, that were faid to
have been formerly wrought in their favour #;
what furer fign could he wiih to be fhewn,
in proof that God was {uill among them,
than that of his bringing ¢ fire from the
P Judg, vi. 12, 13,
Vor. I C rock '
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rock 32"’ And fince he now faw, that miracles
were not cealed ; how fully muft he be con-
vinced, that the Lord could as eafily de-
ftroy the Midianites, as he had then con-
fumed the materals of his facrifice? And
latly, what ftronger aflurance could he pof-
fibly obtain, that God would be with him,
and profper the enterprize he was going
upon, than this gracious token of his accep-
tance of hun*?

And if Gideon's aflociates (who were,
probably, moft of them fhepherds; and
joined him, perhaps, at the time of fhear-
ing) wanted to be confirmed in the truth
of his commiffion ; how gracipufly did the
‘Lord, by rendering ¢ the tlgece "wet or

¢ Judg. Vi, 273,

r The maft ancient and evident token of God's acceptance,
was his confunnny the facrifice by fire. Hence, wheie we
vead, Gen. iv. 4. that < God had rgpec? unto Abel’s oftering ;"
Tueovotion fays, wmipen, ¢ he firedit.”  See Gen. xv. 17.
L. ax. 240 1 Kines xviii. 38, ¢ Chron, xxi. 26. 2 Chron.
vil, 1. See alfo Servius in ASn. xil. ver. 200.

dry,”
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drys,” condefcend to indulge their requeft ?
And how fuitably was the proof adapted
both to their capacities, and their profel-
fion ?

Hence then it appears, that théfe mani-
fold exertions of divine power; whether
difplayed in {upport of particular judzes,
who were all, by the bye, ftrenuous re-
formers; or manifefted for the deliverance
of the people 1n general, when duly fenfible
of the heinoufnels of their apoftaly, and pe-
nitently difpofed to return to their God:
hence, I fay, it appears, that all thefe
wonders, on whatever occafion at firft
wrought, yet ultimately confpired, and with
no {mall efficacy, to promiote that great and
gractous end, which was the conftdnt aim
of divine government: I mean, tlic pre-
fervation and improvement of the true
religion, in oppofition to the reigning 1do-

latry.

¢ Judg. vi. 37—40. That this miracle was chicfly intended
for the fupport of his doubtful and timid people, is plain from
the next chapter, ver. 3.

C 2 But
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- But there is another event ftill to be con-
fidered ; which, as it clofes this part of the
divine difpenfation, places likewife the in-
tention of it 1 a clearer aud more obvious
light. In the days of Eli, the people of
Ifrael, by the remiffnefs of difcipline, and
the bad - examples that, were f{et before
them, became exceflively profligate and im-
pious, This excefs of wickednefs pro-
voked the Almighty to deliver them up
into the hands of the Philiftines; who, 1n
a pitciled battle, not only overthrew them
with a great flaughter; but, to complete
their misfortune, took from them the ark of
God .

Now, this event, 1f not counterbalanced,
muft inevitably prove an unfpeakable detri-
ment to the caufe of religion. For the
Ifraelites, we may prefume, would conti-
nually have deviated more and more from
the pure worfhip and fervice of God, when
they faw he was departed from them. And
the Philiftines; however they might dread

t 1 Sam, 1v. Jo, 11,
him
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him before®, yet, viewmg him now in the
contemptible light of a vanquifhed captive
to their own deity, muft lofe all farther ve-
neration for him. In this critical {ituation
of things, when the Jewifh ceconomy feems
to have been brought to a full {ftand ; may
we not reafonably expe&, that God would
mterpofe mn {ome extraordinary manner, as
well to vindicate his own authority, as to
reftore the ark to his defpairing people? It 15
{urely natural to expect it: nor are we left
to expe& in vamn. For, when the Philiftines

* We read 1 Sam. iv. 7, 8. ¢ And the Philiftines were
afraid; for they faid, God is come mnto the camp.  And they
faid, Wo unto us: who thall deliver us from the hand of this
mighty God? This is the God that {mate the Egyptiapswth
all the plagues in the wilderne(s.” Such is the reading of our
prefent Hebyew copies: but furely bis reading cansot be true,
For the Egyptizns never reached ¢ the wildemnefs ;" and there-
fore could not be fmirren with plagues™ sbae.  The falt is, that
the Hebrew tranferibers have been guilty of a grievous omiffion ;
which is in part fupplied by the Arabic verfion, but more fully
thus by the Chaldee parophru{e—Qui percutht Algyptics In
omni perculfione, et populo fuo fecit mirabiliain deferto.  Hence
it is to be hoped, that fome Heb. AIS. will be found at laft to ex-

hibit the following fupplement—}NNYDI LY WIN
TR :
C 3 had
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had carried the ark to Athdod: and had

piaced 1t, as a fignal monument of his
victory, by the image of their god Dagon
behold, the next morning, they found their
god, fallen from his pedeftal, and lying
proftrate before the ark*  An evident token
of his inferiority and {ubjettion! But ev-
dent as it was, his deluded votaries were
yet blind to 1t. 'The following day brought
them, however, fuller evidence. For when
they faw him again in the fame pofture
of humiliation, dimembered of his head
and handsv, they could no longer doubt,
that his fall was owing to the prevalence
of that God, that pretided over the ark; and
whom Dagon had neither the policy to
ievad,e, nor the pawer to withﬁand.

When the Lord had thus vanquifhed
him, 1f I may fo {peak, in his perfon; he
then proceeded to triumph over him like-
wife in his kngdom. Dagon was the god

¥ 1 Sam. v, 2, 3.
¢y 25am, v. 4.

of
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of hufbandry*; and fuppofed to pfeﬁde
over the fruits of the earth: therefore the
Almighty, to expofe his weaknefs, caunfed
a prodigious number of mice to {pring up,
and ravage the fields; which, feeble crea-
tures as they were, yet, maugre all his
divinity, devoured entirely the produce
of the ground—ipanng neither corn nor
plants >, '
Seeing thefe alarming wonders, the Phi-
iitines, perbaps, might think 1t now par-
ticularly advifable to detam the ark, as a ...
means of engaging this fupertor detty. But
God foon convinced them, that he chofe
not to refide among them. For he {mote
them with fore and heavy plagues ® uill the
ark was difmiffed: and fhewed the con-
cern he had for its return, by reftraining
the rage, and directing the fleps of thofe

Z Aavpur o3 i;s iy, 1. € frumentt prafes. Pins. Byb. apud

Buser, Prep. Evang. lib, 1. ¢. x. p. 36.
1 Sam. vi. §. Josspu. Ant. Jud. hbovr. e 1. § 1.
b 1 Sam. v, 612, Phal, Ixxvit. 86, See alio Heropor,

Clio, €. 103,

C nnyudy
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unruly kipe that were. yoked to the cary
riage©.

The Phxll{hnes, bemg eafed on the de-
parture of the ark, were thopqughly fenfible
of the hand that chaftifed them:. nor could
they well forget in a fhort time the nmughty:
power and enecrgy of it. But when they
did forget, and made angther aflault upan
the Ifraclites; they felt it again in a dread-
ful ftorm of -thunder and lighteping, at-
tended with ftrong, concuflions of the earth,

- which pot pnly dlfma) ed, . but: totally over-
threw them 4,

Nor was this mnacle better. fmtcd to
remind the Philiftines of the fupremacy of
Jehovah; than it was to confirm the very
fame truth to his own -people; whp were
but juft reclaimed from. the idolatrous wor-
{hip of the hoﬁ of heaven. Reclaimed how-
ever they were; and, after all their fluc-
tuations, brought : at length, under the wife
and vigorous admimftration of Samuel, to

¢ 1 Sam, vi, 10—~1F,

d 1Sam vit. 10, JosEpH. Ant, Jud. lib, v1. c. i § 2.
2 - afettled
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a fettled courfe of piety and virtue. An
effe®, which, at the fame time that it

{hews the intention of this branch of di-
vine government 3 demonftrates likewife the
{uitablenefs and propriety of thofe wons
drous mantfeftations, by which it was fup-
ported and carried on. And hence we dif-
cover on the whole, as well the patience
and long-fuffering, as the wifdom and
power of God. To whom, for thefe, and
for all other inftances of his marvellous
- kindnefs, be aferibed, as is moft due, ali
honour and glory, adoration and praife, both
now, and for evermgre. Amexn,

S E R-



S ER M O N XIV.

Psar. lxxvui y0-—72,

He chofe David bis fervant, and took him
Jrom the fheep-folds :

From following the ews great with young, he
brought him to feed Facob his peaple, and
Ifrael nis inberitance.

So be fed them according to the imtegrity of
bis beart 5 ond guided them by the ﬁz{fulng/Ic
of his hands.

HE Hraelites, under the vigorous ad-
miniftration of Samuel, were brought
at length, as we have already feen, to a to-

lerable notion of the pre-eminence and {o-
verelgnty
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vereignty of the true God; to a tolerable
fenfe of their obligations to him; and in
confequence thereof, to a tolerable regula-
rity of life and manners. ‘This condut on
their part, maintained by the prophet’s clofe
- apphgcation, difpofed the: Almighty t0 be fa-

vourable unto them ; and to blefs and prof-
per them for a long feafon.

When Samuel was afterwards advanced
in years, and grown unequal to the burden
of his office; he vommitted the government
of the Htaelites to his fons.. But thefe fons
of his,-elated with powcr, and the Ifraclites
in general, debauched by profperity, unhap-
pily forgot themfelves 5 and fell into bafe
and wicked: p'ra&icéé. * His fons became vain,
unjuft, and luxurious®; and the pc0p}e, un-
“gotly, refraftory, and ambitious. In the ar-
douy of their ambition, eager of thining in
prmccly grandeur, and of fharing the diftin-
gmfhed offices of ftate; the heads of the
tnbes, _ akmg umbrawe at the unwarrantable
rcondu& of his fors, tumultuoufly accofted
'the'venerable pI'Opth and arrogantly de-

Sam ;mi 3o ]ostrn Ant, Jud Lovile, i, § 2.
LY
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manded a king. The theocracy no longer
{uited their humour. They wanted a po-
vernment of another form. And nothing
would now content them, but a regal one.
« A King muft be fet over them, to rule and
judge them, like all other nationsf.”” |

This infolent demand, founded in reality
on pride and ambition, and not on any con-
cern for the ftate, was no lefs difpleafing and
offenfive to God, than it was to his upright
and zealous prophet &, And to both on the
{fame account: becaufe the eftablithment of
a king after the manner of the nations, was
the readieft way to lead them again into the
cuftoms of the nations ; which would have
deeply affeted the growth and welfare of
the true religion.

But infolent as it was, God, however, com-
plied with their demand®; and, referving
itill the chief :dire&ion 1n his own hands,
appotnted them a king ; who fhould rule
and govern them as Az deputy, And here

£ 1 Sam. viii. ¢, 20.
§ Ib. ver. 6, 7,
h Ib, ver, g, 22.

again,
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again, as the prefervation of the ceconomy;
the great point in view, manifeftly required,
that both king and people fhould clofely ad-
here to their religion and law; and faith-
fully obey the commandments of God; fo
he {triétly enjoined them, in a {pecial charge,
to ¢ attend diligently to thefe thingsi:* and
then thewed them by a miraculous ftorm of
« thunder and rain at the time of wheat
harveft k,” that, whenever they offended,
God had ftill a right to chaftife them ; and
would accordingly do 1t, as often as their
tranfgreflions called for 1t. <« If ye do
wickedly, ye fhall certainly be confumed,
both ye and your king.”” A plain intimation
that they were to look upon their king in
the light only of God’s deputy-—and as one
who was therefore bound, if he meant to
preferve his dominion and power, to con-
duét himfelf with caution and prudence, and
act conformably to the divine laws.

i ¢ Sdm. xii, G---18.
k Tb. ver. 17,
! Ib. ver. 25,

In
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In the appointment of their firft king,
God feems to have regarded the notion they
entertained of royal majeity; and to have
made choice of him accordingly, after the
Eaftern mode, becaufe of the ftatelinefs of
his form and appearance. For the Scripture
acquaints us, that « when Saul ftood among
the people, he was higher than any of them
from the thoulders and upwards™;” that s,
he wasvery tall, and of a majeftic {tature
the endowment that we find principally ce-
lebrated in all the accounts of Eaftern mo-
narchs ®,

But whatever external accomplithment®
he poffeffed, his turn of mind was but ill
adapted to the great purpofes for which he
was raifed. He was {o deeply prejudiced
in favour of the policies of the neighbour-
ing nations, that he became impioufly cold
and negligent 1n the {upport and advance-
ment of the law of God. This 15 apparent
from feveral inftances :—from his hafty con-

™ 3 Sam. x, 23
» See Heropor. lib. vi. ¢. 20, 77+ Alex. ab Alex. lib. iv.
¢ xxiil. and the Commentators on the plage laft quoted. -

tempt
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tempt of the prophet s injunction, and his
prophane ufurpation of the prieft’s office °;

from his falfe compaflion to thofe ﬁnners,
the Amalekites, whom God had commanded
him to deftroy *; from his barbarous flaugh-
ter of Abimelech’s family, and all the inha-
bitants of Nob9, and from his burning that
facred facerdotal city with fire; as if he
meant to diffolve at one ftroke the whole
fyftem of eftablifhed worfhip; ¢« and render
the tabernacle,’ as Jofephus obferves, ¢ def-
fitute both of priefts and prophetst.” In-
ftances thefe, which clearly prove, that he
paid little or no regard to the divine confti-
tution of his country; and, confequently,
was no longer fit to be intrufted with the
guardianfhip and government of it.~—God
therefore depofed him: and raifed up another
in his ftead of a quite contrary charafler.
t« He chofe David his fervant, and took him
away from the fheep-folds:” took him,

° ¢ Sam. xiii, 3--;14.
° §b. xv. 9.

¢+ 1 Sam. 3xih 1910
¢ Antig. Jud. hib. v & Xik § 7,

¢ that
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¢ that he might feed Jacob his people, and
Irael his inheritance.”* He chofe him, be-
caufe he forefaw, that he was properly dif-
pofed to become ¢ his fervant;” his true
and faithful deputy : and he advanced hitn
to this eminence, that he might fhew his
fidelity in the vigorous {fupport of the divine
difpenfation. Nor did David hetein ever
fail. In this refpet he was certainly a
« man after God’s own heart:”’ and how-
ever faulty 1 other things, ¢¢ as touching
the Law blamelefs*.”” His zeal for the
theocracy was invariably ftrong. And as hc
laboured earneftly to promote the fervice of
God, himfelf; fo did he endeavour to infufe
into his people the fame concern and affec-
tion for it, ¢« He fed,” that 1s, taught ¢ them”
the principles of religion, ¢« with a faithful
and true heart; and ruled,” that is, guided
« them” in the practice of it, « with all Lis
{kill and power,”

Had they then; who bave been {6 for-
ward to revile the charaQer of David, but

¢ Phil, 1, 6s
Vou. IL. D duly
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duly confidered the great end for which he
was advanced ; and alfo obferved, with im-
partial eyes, how itrenuoufly he laboured
to promote that end; they muft doubtlefs
have acknowledged, that, in his public con-
du&, he fully anfwered the divine appoint-
ment; perfetly accomplifhed the divine
ntention ; and juftly merited that glorious
title, with which the Scripture honours his
memory,

He is called ¢ the man after God’s own
heart,” becaufe he acted « according to that
which was in his heart.,”” Now, humanly
{peaking, what was uppermoft 1 God’s
heart, but the eftablithment of his difpenfa-
tion? And what could any man do more
for the fupport and advancement of the di-
vine difpenfation, than David 1s known to
have done? He fupprefled idolatry through-
out all the land: he eftablithed the worthip
of God at Jerufalem: and to engage. his
people the more effeGtually. in this worfhip,.
he contmually 1mproved both the order and
magnificence of it, till he brought 1t to an

amazing perfeétion. He likewife compofed
| a Book
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a Book of Pfalms; which, being publicly
recited firlt in the tabernacle, and then in
the temple, tended to exalt the religious fen-
timents and affeftions of the people, at the
fame time that they exprefled his own § and
thereby contributed 1n an eminent degree to
the growth and advancement of folid piety,
For; as fome of thefe Plalms, by fetting forth
the praifes and perfeCtions of Jehovah,
helped to infpire his affembled worfhipers
with higher notions of his glory and great-
nefst3 and confequently with a deeper fenfe
of their dependance upon him®: {o others
again, by recalling nature to its proper
office, and direfting the feveral parts of the
univerfe to recognize and celebrate the God
that made 1t *; feived to remind the fame
worthipers of the faith and allegiance they -
owed him: ferved to with-hold them from
perfidioufnefs and apoftafy; from running
back into the ancient 1dolatries, and abufing:
the creation to the difhonour of the Creator,

t Pl civ. cxlv. culvii.

4 Ibid. cxv.
x Ibid. exlviiie

D 2 - In
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In a word, David was a man of noble en-
dowments and excellent difpofitions; all cal-
culated for, confpiring to, and bent upon,
that one great purpofe of promoting the
knowledge and fervice of God; and, by
means thereof, perpetuating the welfare and
happinefs of his people. Faults, we grant,
he had a few ; the effets of which he fe-
vercly felt, But in the main tenour of his
life, 1t muft {till be confefled, that whatever
could be done, either by precept, example,
threat, or encouragement, for the fuppref-
fion of vice, and the propagation of true re-
higion—this he was zealoufly careful to per-
form, and conicientionfly diligent to put in
¢xecution,

He was likewife careful, that the fame
good principles fhould be inftilled into his
fon; and folicitous that he thould a&t upon
them. Accordingly, when he refigried the
kingdom into his hands, he exhorted him to
fortitude and maunly refolution in the go-
vernment and regulation of it. And, well
knowing that true religion was the grand
{fupport of true fortitude, as well as the

5 {ource
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fource of national happinefs, he folemnly
charged him, with his dying breath, to pay
a ftri& and faithful obedience to all the Jaws
and commands of God; and to coutinue
{tedfaft in his duty to him?.

Solomon attended to his father’s advice:
and went on, for a time, in a manner per-
feftly agreeable to it. He built a magni-
hcent temple for the Lord; and graced the
fervice of 1t with all the embellithments of
folemn pomp and engaging {plendour: and
thereby kept the people n willing obedience
to the laws, as well as i a 1*egul;.1r attend-
ance on worthip, of the great and true
God.

Now, if we ferioufly contemplate thefe
religious 1nftitutions, planned by David,
and perfefted by Solomon; and confider, at
the fame time, how effeftually they were
adapted, by their natural agency, to carry
on the difpenfation of Providence; we fhall
immediately perceive, that there was no
need, during this period, of any miracles to

y 1 Kings i1, 1---4. 1 Chron, x3viil. g.

D ; fupport



18 SERMON XIV.

fupport or advance it. Nor indeed do we
read of any: unlefs you think proper to in-
clude i1n that term, the wonderful accom-
plithments of thafe manifold promifes, that
were gracioufly made and annexed to obe-
dience. Of thefe, as we might well expedt,
we meet with numerous and frequent in-
{tances—not only in the amazmg {uccefles
which uninterruptedly attended the Ifraelitic
arms; and In the confequent extenfion of
the kingdom to its predited boundaries?:
but alfo in various other effelts, which fig-
nally contributed, while the people placed
their confidence 1 God, to their national
{fecurity and happinefs.

But to {ee thefe wonders in their true
ight, and difcover their fuitablenefs to the
ends propoled, we muft look back to their
firlt commencement; confider them in the
order mn which they arife; and compare
them with the circumftances to which they
are related. Their commencement I fix at
the Exode; for then 1t was, that the

¢ 7 Chron. xiv. 8-=-17.~xviil, 1~-13. 1 Kings iv. 21--21.

Hraelites,
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Hraelites, bemng taken for a peculiar people,
became entitled to peculiar diftinétion.

And hcre we are to oblerve 1n the frit
place, that when the Ifraclites were ready
to depart from Egvpt, as they had lived long
in poverty and opprefhion, they were, doubt-
lefs, but 1ll provided for thetr journey. What-
ever might be their due, mdigent was thetr
condition. They had neither clothes to put
on, nor money to buy food In this {itua-
tion they evidently wanted a large {upply.
And that tupply was gracioufly and provi-
dentially adminiftered to them. For the
Lord enjomed them «to demand of the
Egyptians“ (in balance prabablv of their
Juft rights) « jewels of tilver, and jewels of
gold, and raiment. Aund he gave them fa-
vour in the fight of the EU\_[)tI:lI]b . {o that
they readily granted them whatever they
required .’ Thus they marched out, by the
kind and fpecial influence of heaven, fuitubly
accommodated and amply {fupplied.

But notwithftanding the provifion, that
was made for them in this refpe&; yet

2 Txod, x1. 2, 3. it 35, 36

D 4 when
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when they marched out, they marched, we
know, burdened and defencele{s—s« with their
lumber on thetr backs ®, and nothing elfe but
ftaves 1n their hands.” They wanted there-
fore the fecurity of weapons. For they were
deftined to travel through wild, difficult, and
dangerous places ; and to work ther way at
laft into the poflefiion of a country, which
could only be obtained by force of arms.
But how were thefe arms to be procured ?
By what poflible expedient could human
policy contrive to furnith fo large a multi-
tude f? and yet furnifhed, fomehow, they
muit needs be. But what human policy
could not effe&t, divine Providence eafily ac-
complithed. For when God averwhelmed
the hoft of Pharaoh, his chariots and his
horfemen 1n the Red Sea; he caufed that
fe2, by clofing behind upon them?, to drive

thelr

* Exod. xil. 34.

¢ About fix hundred thoufand men. Exod. xi1 37.
¢ The fea began to open for the Ifiaelites, from the Arabian
fhore; and began to clofe again upon the Egyptians, from their
oiva fhotre; for in their retusn they are faid ¢ to flee againtt it.”
Exod. xivs 25, 27, By this means the wind and the current
drove
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their bodies, together with their armour,
full on the fhore where the Ifraelites ftood.
The Ifraelites {tripped them, and accoutred
them{elves ¢;—and werethus prepared (which
15 a ftriking circumfitance) to vanquith Ca-
naan with the arms of Egypt.

Thefe marvellous inftances of divine fa-
vour, difplayed towards them on their firfk
outfet, were excellently calculated to create
i the Ifraelites (which was very needful)
a pious hope and firm reliance on God in all
future occurrences.

And in the land of Canaan, fingular oc-
currences did frequently happen, arifing from

drove them direltly towards the Ifraclites, ¢ who faw them dead
upon the fea fhore:™ ver. 30. that 15, upon the Arabian fhore,
where they then fiood. A circumitance favourable to the
Ifraclites on various accounts—not only as it fupplied them with
fuflicient arms, and valuable fpoils; but as it exhibited a proof
to the nations on this fide the fea of the vengeance which God
had taken on the Euyptians for thetr oppofition to his people;
and then, as 1t ferved to ftrike a terrour into all around; and dif-
rotc them the more readily to fubmit to their terms and propo-
fals; or, if they refufed, to forewarn them of the dreadful con-
fequences.

¢ Josgpd. Ant, Jud. Lib. 1. ¢ xv1, § 6.

the
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the fingular conftitution of their law; which,
without the immediate protection of heaven,
mult neceflarily have expofed them to heavy
diftrefles.

On their firft entrance into that land,
thev were commanded to renew the rite of
circamcifion 3 which gave them a title to the
inheritance of the country, and freed them
from the reproach of being any longer
flavesf. But, notwithftanding the privilegest
brought :with 1t, how ftrangely 1mpolitic
muft it {feem, how exceflively dangerous
muil 5t appear, m the eye of common pru-
dence, to circumcife at oncc a whole
army '-~that 15, to render them totally in-
capable of fighting, at a time when theiy
cnemies were full 1 view, and might m-
ftantly fall upon them! But here we fee, let

¥ Huc facit, quod Deus populum, recentem a circumaifionis
vainere, fic allocutus fit, (Joth. v. g.) Hodic abfiuli opprobrinn:
T_Eg_;prf a vobis: hoc eft, “ ritu illo vos in civium meorum nu-
mecram adoptavi, ngenuos et terre telicis haredes declaravi, et
omnia fer ius ASgyptiacze (dedecoris et approbr veflin) figna
deievn et monumenta,” SPENCER de Leg. Hebr, Iib. 1, ¢, v. § 2.
& § 5. Vide et Joskprr Antig. Jud, ib, vac. 1. § 11, in textu et
notiy, kd. Harvercamp.

human
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human policy fay what 1t will, that piety 1s
the ftrongeft guard, and obedience the beft
fecurity, For now, 1n reward of their ready
compliance, and alfo as an encouragement
to farther confidence; God, who com-
manded the rite to be performed—and furely
nothing lefs than the pofitive command of
God could induce the general then to per-
form 1t—defended them throughout, by his
oracious protection, from all the misfortunes
and dangers that might attend 1t. He kept
the Canaanites {till and quiet within their
own walls, till {uch time as his people were
healed, and {ufficiently able to attack them.
But to proceed—

When they had gained pofleflion of the
promifed land, where thetr law was'to ope-
rate with 1ts full force; they were ftrictly
enjoined by a particular precept in that law,
to fuffer their ground to ¢ uncultivated, at
the return of every feventh yeart: which was
therefore called the fabbaiic year. Now this
precept was not only coutrary to the com-

g LC\'.: "ngu 2""‘""5!

mon
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mon rules of ruftic ceconomy ; but feems to
be alfo productive of many great and griev-
ous inconveniencies, For if the Jews werc
forbidden to ¢¢ fow their ground, or prunc
their vineyards every feventh year;” the con-
fequence muft neceflarily be, that, unlefs
they were fupported 1n fome extraordinary
manner, they would often be liable to num-
berle(s hardfhips in thofe years, for want of
bread, and other provifions®, But God, who
cave them this ingular precept, and whofe
chief aim 1n giving it was to preferve in their
minds a conftaut fenfe of their dependance
on himfelf, promifed to reward their obfer-
vance of it with a dowdle ! mcreale the year

pre-

h Lev.xxv. 20.

i So I underfiand, Levit. xxv, 21, “ I will command my
blefling upon vou in the fixth year, and it fhall bring forth
frutt for threc years—""1. e. for the end of the fixth, the whole
{eventh, and the begian'ng of the eighth; which make in all
rzup years; and for which a donble increafe was fufhcient. M,
Wiiston (in his Jofephus, vol. iv. p. 524, &ec. 8vo.) fup-
pofes that fomething is wanting in the text, relative to the
year of jubilee; and fays, that God here promifes, he would

pot oply vive the Jews a double crop on the gonmon fixrh year,

1o
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preceding; by which the diftrefles, that
might otherwife happen, were entirely and
fecafonably prevented. And this promife
never failed them, whilft they obferved the
condition on which it depended. For when
they fuffered the land to enjoy the reft of
the {eventh year; ¢ their barns,” on the
fixth, ¢ were filled with plenty ; and their
preffes burft out with new wine*, But
whenever they tranfgrefled in this point,
whenever they profaned the fabbatic years,

to fupply food for five years; for that fatd year itfelf; and
for the following ordinary fewenth, or fablatic year: but that
he would morcover give them a #riple crop on the extraordinary
fixth year, to fupply food for three years: for that fath year
itfelf, and for the sws following years of reft, the fablatic
year, and the year of jubilee. Others however affirm, that the
year of jubike never followed the jabbatic year; but was always
co-incident with it: which, 1if wue, entirely overthrows Mr.
Whifton’s interpretation; and fuperfedes the neceflity of the
corretion he propofes. But after all I muft needs confefs,
that I ftill fulpeét there 1s {fome etrour in the texts For ¢« if
they fowed the e/ghth year,” ver. 21, they only wanted ¢ the in-
creafe of” zie years; whence it fhould feem, that, by an

carly miftake, &% was inferted inflead of £9*) W‘?.

K Prov, 11, 10. ,

their
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their affarrs took inftantly another turnl
Though they fowed their fields, and pruned
their vineyards, yet the produce was, to
fpeak 1n the language of the prophet Hag-
gal, ¢ as when one came to an heap of
twenty meafures, and behold there were but
ten ; or, as when one came to the prefs-fat,
for to draw out fifty veflels, and behold
there were but twenty. For God {mote
them with blafting, and with mildew,
and with hail, i all the labours of their
hands ™.”

Now thefe diftributions of plenty and
fcarcenefs, adjufted to the chara&er and
conduct of the Jews, whilft they rewarded
their obfervance, or punifhed their neglet
of this precept, plainly demonftrated that
the precept itfelf was derived from God:

! Their neglet of this law for feventy Sabbatic years is recks
oned among the chief canfes of their feventy years captivity in
Babylon; when the land recovered the full refpite, of which they

had deprived it before. Comp. Lev. xxvi. 34, &c, with
2 Chron, xx1 21.
o Ch, ii. 16, 17.

plainly
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plainly demanfirated, that God prefided over
their nation ; took paiticular cognizance of
all their altions; and would always recom-
pence them as their works deferved.  And
{o far, we {ee, contributed to {upport and
advance their religion.

Butthe principal fupport of their religion
and government was mantifefltly derived from
their {folemn feftivals; which, at the fame
time that they infpired them with gratitude
to God, united them 1n friendthip with each
other, and compacted them firmly in one
body. It was therefore of the higheft im-
portance that thefe facred {olemnities thould,
be regularly obferved. And hence we find,
that ¢« all the males from the age of twenty,
were required to appear before the Lord
three times a year®,” to acknowledge his
mercies, to rejoice 1n his favour, and to ofter
up the tribute of thank{giving to him. Now
the fingularity of this law 1s not more re-
markable, than the danger of obferving it

~ Exod. xxiin, 17. Deut. xvi. 16,

wads
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was obvious and alarming, For when the
men were removed, at thefe ftated periods,
from all quarters to the center of the king-
dom, to what dreadful tavafions were their
borders expofed! and how ealily might their
enemies ravage theiwr country! But as he,
who appointed thefe folemn affemblies, had
promifed the Jews, that « no man fhould
defire their land,” when they went up to the
celebration of theme; fo their conftant ex-
perience could witnels for him, that he never
deferted them at {ueh times; could witnefs
for him, that he mmprefled the nations
around with terrour; and thereby preferved
his people at eafe, and fecured their land
from all moleftations.

Such wonderful inftances of paternal re-
gﬁrd, exerctfed towards them on all occa-
fions, plainly fhewed them, how much 1t
was their mnterelt, as well as duty, to rely
conftantly on God’s proteétion, rather than
on their own ftrength. Whilft they depended
upon it, they were always fafe; but whena
ever ¢ they made fleth their arm, and n

° Exod, Xxxive 24+
their
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-therr hearts departed from the Lord ) all
their hopes continually failed them; -and
they were fure to {ufter and {mart for their
folly. Thus, when David 1 a fit of vanity,
-commanded the number of his forces to be
taken, which manifeftly implied, that he
prided himfelf, and placed a degree of con-
fidence 1n them; how foon was his pride
and arrogance checked! and how {everely
was his folly punifhed! a grievous peftilence
{e1zed his people; which, by {weeping away
Jeventy thoufund of them togetherd, ettectu-
-ally taught him to rely no more on the mul-
‘titude of his hoft; but to look up {tedfaftly
for the future to that God, who is the Lord
of hefts: to that God, ¢ unto whom alone
power belongeth;” and who, with refpect
to -the Jews, always delighted ¢ to make
Jus ftrength appear perfet in their weak-
nets'.,"”” To forget him therefore now in
their proiperity, and vaunt themfelves in
their own abilities, was evidently a fin of an
P Jer. xvil. ¢,
9 2 Sam. Xxiv, 1¢,

r 2 Cor. xii. g.

Vor. 11, E heinous
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heinous nature, and defervedly called for
this fignal punithment : a punithment which
{hewed them, how frail and weak they really
were; and how much it was their wildom,

in their beft condition, to rely on the favour
and protection of God.

And indeed, to give them their due, they
became fo wife from henceforth, as to place
a full and implicit confidence in their great
and gracious proteftor; and to pay him a
willing, unfeigned obedience. They went
on improving in religion and virtue; and
wereaccordingly blefied with a proportionable
mncreale of wealth, happinefs, and honour.
Thele they enjoyed without interruption.
¢t For they had peace on all fides round
about; and they dwelt fafely, every man
under his vine, and under his fig-tree, from
Dan even to Beertheba®.” The Canaanites
became alfo tributaries to them, and eafed
them of their {ervile employments; whereby
they were all in a mannar ennobled, being
favoured with admiflion into the offices of

* ¥ Kings iv. 28, *
ftate
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ftatet, They lived moreover in high efteem
with all the nations far and near, who ho-
noured them with large and magnificent pre-
fents; and ftored their houfes with the choifeft
goods®. ‘They carried on a very extenfive
trade ; which brought into the kingdom fuch
tmmenfe riches, that ¢¢ Solomon made filver
to be in Jerufalem; as ftones*;” that is, of
little value, becaufe of 1ts abundance.. Not
did other things, perhaps, abound there in
lefs profufion. « Fof king Solomon exceeded
all the kings of the earth, for riches, and
for wifdom?7: and his fubjets; partaking of
this wifdom, and making themfelves emi-
nently religious, wete now alfo; in confe-
quence; eminently happy:. |

Their happinefs ftood always annexed to
theut obfervance of the law. And fince the
law had now its perfet influence upon them;
and was magnified 1n the abundance of thefe

t 1 Kings ix, 20=—25,
v Ibid. x. 2§,
* Ibid. 27%.
y Thid, 2
E 2 good
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good works, which 1ts precepts engaged therm
to difcharge ; .their obedience was therefore

attended with the accomplifhment of its pro-
mifes, in the full enjoyment of all temporak
felicities. In fhort, whilft the inhabitants
of Judea ftrove to make it a land of holinefs,
.God took care to make it hikewife a land of
plenty—-the pride and glory of the whole
earth. .

A plain demonfitration this, of the divi-
nity of the conftitution under which they
lived. For who, but the Lord of the

whole earth, could thus reward the picty
of his fervants with all the bleffings that

earth can beflow '—But here let us rememn-
ber, that they were #ben his {ervants; and
were no longer bleﬂed, than while they con-
timued fuch. For though we have now feen
to what a glorious heighﬁt thewr ¢ righte«
oufnefs exalted the nation?;” yet the nexs
difcourfe will exhibit a clear and woful
proof, how foon their ¢ fin’” became not
only the fhamec and <« reproach,” but alfo

2 Prov. x1vy 34

the
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the rum ¢ of this very people.” Equally
gracious however will the Lord appear, both
in lis judgments, and m his mercies,.—
To him therefore be afcribed, as is moft
due, all honour, glory, adoration, and praife,
both now, and for ever-more. Amen.

I > E R
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Hosea v. 5.

The ;}ride of Ifrael doth teflify to bis face:

 therefore fball frael and Ephraim fall in
their miquity @ Judab alfo fhall fall with
them.

T E have {een the Ifraelites, about the

middle part of Solomon’s reign, ad-
vanced, in confequence of their ptety and
virtue, te an eminently glorious and happy
ftate. But this ftdate was, alas! of no lohg
continuance. For their profperity {foon de-
bafed thewr pritciples, and corrupted their
morals to a ftrange degree. 'The king, m-
E 4 dulging
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dulging his luftful inclinations, ¢ grew mad
in his love of women.”” ‘Thefe foreign wo-
men feduced his heart from the true God ;
and attached him to the fervice of their falic
deities® . Hence 1dolatries of various kinds,
together- with the abominations attendant
upon them, fpread and prevailed over the
whole land; and infeted the mafs of the
people.

As their wickednefs increafed, their hap-
pinefs declined: infomuch that the king-
dom, which had once been fo greatly ad-
mired for the order and excellency of its
government, gradually funk, through the
vices of its inhabitants, into a factious, une
fteady, and tottering condition. |

On the death of Solomon, ten of the tribes
revolted from his fon,.and made Jeroboam
their king® The kingdom, which Jero-,
boam obtained by rebellion, he determined.
to eftablith by apoftafy, And therefore, to.
prevent his people from going up to:the,
temple. at. Jerufalem, which might favour,

¢ 1 Kings, x1, 48, : . LT

theiy
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then union again with Judah<, he fet up two
golden calves, on the plan of woifhip he
had learned in Egypt ¢, to which they might
factifice in their own country. |

This bafe defetion God ‘was highly in-
cenfed at. And to apprize Ifrael of the effe
of his refentment, he fent a prophet to Jero-
boam, at the time he was engaged in the
firlt aét’ of 1nnovation, and ftanding before
his altar at Bethel : who foretold them in
the name of the Lord, that, « the days
were coming on, when the falfe priefts
{hould thep‘lfelves be {lain; and their bones
_burnt on that very altar.” And this event,
he aflured them, would as certainly come to
pafs, as that ¢ the altar {hould-then break
afunder, (which inftantly happened) and the
athes upon it be poured out¢:” Nor fhould
it ever be i the power of any of their kings
to prevent this calamity; but every hand,
that endeavoured to oppole it, thould be en-
feebled and deadened, as they now faw the

¢ 1 Kings xu1. 26, 27.
d See Paraick’s Comment on the place.
¢ 3 Kings xut. 1—j3.

hand
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hand of Jeroboam, for his attempt on him
‘who declared thefe tidings.

This warning, confirmed, by fuch a
complication of miracles, muft have been
fufficient, one would think, to awaken
the Ifraelites ; and br'in'g back that deluded
people to the worﬂup and obedience of the
true God. But {0 infatuated were they now
grown, that they full perfited in their
former impieties; and even proceeded to
higher provocations. |

They harafled Judah by continual wars;
and induftrioufly employed every poffible ad-
vantaﬁe againft them’, The acceffion of
Abl_]ah s, who was young and inexperienced,
afforded them an opportunity too favourable

1 Kings xr. 6, 16, 17.

g Abijah (z Chrom, xiit. 1.) 18 in 1 Kings xv, 1. ke, called
Abijam—avhich difference, as the Jews wrote on ryled vellum,
may be eafily accounted for, The fpace between the two fides
of the final i bcmﬂr filled up by the dark ruled line, the tranf-
ctiber miftook it fora mens _?':'1_ This is obfetved, not % muck

for the fake of the word in queftion; 29 for the fake of rhuny

other and more important wariations which may bgaccoured for
on the fame principle,

(e
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to be averlooked® Theyv colleGed there-
fore a pumerous army; and malevolently
marched again{t him, 1n confidence of beng
able to {fubdue at once the two tribes, and
bring them entirely under their own power.
Now had they profpered in this attempt,
their {uccefs would have been fatal to the
caufe of religion § as it would probably have
involved the whole land 1n one general
apoftafy. God therefore, who faw their ini-
quitous defign, was pleafed to defeat their
{cheme ; and to grant Judah a perfetly mar-
vellous and unparalleled vitory, For they
{lew in this engagement, frve bundred thoufand
of their enemies; and took Bethel, the {eat
of their idolatry, among others of their
ftrongeft cities’. A flaughter, which not
only manifefted the fiercenefs and feverity of
the divine difpleafure againft thefe ten idola-
trous tribes 3 but alfo reduced their authority,
. and power to a balance with the other two,
And this balance was afterwards preferved all
the while tolerably even, as well by the {uc-

h osprH. Ant. Jud. hib. viit, ¢, xi, § 2.
i 2 Chron. xiil. 2==20.

2 cefles
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cefles which Judah, when obedient, enjoyed;
as by the frequent calamities which befel
i{racl, on account of their repeated and
enormous fins X, For they never ceafed, not-
withftanding thefe fevere, thovgh merciful
inflittions, from their deteftable 1mp1et1es
and wicked works.

- But, impious as the kings of Irac! had
been, yet Ahab exceeded all his predeceffors.
For to the idolatiies of Jeroboam- (whofe’
chief fault confifted 1n worfhiping the true
God by a foolifh repréfentation of his own
invention) this king fuperadded the worfhip
and fervice of flrange deities!, He adopted
the gods of the Sidonians and Tyrians ; fet
up the worthip of Baalim and Afhtaroth ;
that'is, of the fun, mosH, nd flars; and la-
boured. to reftore that ancient idolatry, which
the Ifraclites had been ralfed on purpofe to’

deﬁroy

k The accefhion of thofe, out of the other tribes, who feared
the Lord, and came to Jerufalem, contributed hkewife to the
fame end, Gee 2 Chron, x1. 16, 17.—xv. g—x3x. 21,18,

b 1 Kings xvi. 30, 33, JoserH. Ant. Jud. L viit. ¢, x1il, § 1.

Whilt
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Whilft he thus madly counteralled the
{cheme of Providence, Elijah was {ent to
reprove his felly. This zealous prophet, it
fhould {feem, expoftulated the matter warmly
with him : afked him on what principles he
forfook the Lord; and what benefits he ex-
pected from his adopted deities? Is it in
‘their power, fays he, to blefs and fertilize
your country? ¢ Can the camties of the
Gentiles caufe rain? or can the beavens give
thowers™:” To convince you that they can-
not; ¢¢ as the Lord hiveth, before whom 1
ftand,”” and whofe mmifter I am, ¢¢ there
thall be neither dew nor ram thefe years,
but according to my word".” |

When they had {ufficiently experienced the
impotence and futility of their own deties;
and had {uffered feverely by drought and
famine forthe {pace of three years; Elijah came
to them witha promife of relief, provided they

returned to God and their duty. But as he
wifhed their 1ef01m'1t10n might be founded

and eﬁ'lblifhed on dué conn&mn : {0 he de-

m ]er. Xiv. 22.
nog Kings. XVille 1.
fired
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fired Ahab to convene Ifrael, and all the
priefts, at a particular place on mount Carmel.
The people being accordingly aflembled, he
accofted them in the following terms: « How
long will ye halt between two opinions? If
Jehovah be God, follow him: but if Baal,
then follow hime,” ¢ Now, that ye may
be fatisied which of them is really God,
we'll put them both to the trial.  You,
who are his prophets, maintain, that Baal,
the sun, 15 the true God. The eflence of
the sun 1s fire: and furely, if he can dif-
play himfelf i any thing, it muft be in
that. Ve that then the teft:” < the God
that anfwereth by fire, let him be God»,”

This was a rational method of- decifion:
adequate and {utable to the powt in contro-
ver{y : and therefore what the people could
not but approve. The propofal being thus
aflented to, the priefts of Baal prepared their
facrifices ¢ and called on the name of their
god from morning even until noon—nay
until the evening : but there was no voice,

* 1 Kings xviij, 21. P

e Ibid. ver, 24.

nor
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nor any that anfwered, nor any that re-
garded 4.”

Then Elijah, having-fo difpofed and or-
dered his facrifice, as to prevent all {ufpicion
of deceit®, came up to the altar, which he
had juft erefted, and prayed unto the Lord,
- that he would now, for the conviftion of
this deluded people, manifeft lumfelf to be
the only great and true God : which he had
no fooner done, but <« afire fell down from
heaven, and coniumed the viftim, wood
and {tones; and dried up all the water m
the trench, When the people faw it, they
fell on their faces, and cried out—Jehovah,
he 1s the God! Jehovah, he is the Gods!”
And fo fully were they convinced of this
truth, that they inftantly feized the prophets
of Baal; and, at the command of Eljah,
¢¢ put them all to death &.”

Now,

1 1 Kings xviil. 29,
r JosepH. Ant. Jud. lib, viiil, ¢ x111. § 5.
¢ 1 Kings xviii, 38—~10., |
t As the times of Elijah and Elifha were particularly troubles
fome and diftrefsful both to the prophets and -people of the Lord, -
tre meet with many more particular and detached miracles
under
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Now, as this miracle had fo powerful an
effect on the condu& of the people; it is
hardly to be {uppofed, that the king re-

under their adminiftration, than 1n any other fimilar period of
the Old Teftament. But thefe diltinct and particular miracles,
being founded on the particular occafions of the times, may eafily
be explained from the nature of the circum{tances under which
they were exhibited. They were principally intended either,
for a proof of the prophet’s miffion, as when Elifha divided
Jordan. 2 Kings 1.-13, 15. Or—for the prophet’s fupport,
fecurity, and protettion. 1 Kings xvil. 2, 16. xix. ¢, 8
"2 Kings i, g, 12. vi. 13, 24. Or,—as an honourable tefti-
mony of God’s approbation of the prophet’s charadter.
2 Kings il 8, 11. xiii. 21. Or—for the relief, comfort, and
_encouragement  of the faithful, 1 Kings xvii. g, 16, 24.
2 Kings i, 1g, 22. iv. 1,7, Ibid, 16, 17. Ibid. 32, 37. lbid.
40, 41. 1bid, 42, 44. vi. 4, 7.
Thele particular miracles, at the fame time that they an-
fwered thefe particular purpofes, ferved alfe to demonftrate hoth
the power and providence of God ; and confequently to ftrengthen
the faith and confidence of his pecple :—and fo far'therefore con-
 fpired to promote the defign of the general difpenfation. This is
more efpecially obfervable of the two laft miracles, that refpeét-
ively concerned thefe two eminent and zealous prophets : for the
- hope of immortality was ftrongly confirmed by the afcent of
Elijah into heaven; and the dolhrine of the refurredion by Eli-
fha’s bones raifing up a dead man to life—which being done pub-
licly, was a farther confirmation of that private miracle of hi¢
raifing the fon of the good Shunammite. 2 Kings viila 1---6,
* And the like bad been done by Elijah, 1 Kings xvil, 17, 23.

mained
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raained altogether umnfluenced by 1t He
continued, it 1s true, to aét wickedly @ but
not with the fame obftinacy., His heart re-
lented. For, when he heard his doom, ¢ he
rumbled hunielf i and began to belorry for
the evils he had done. 'This repentance God
was graciouily pleafed to encourage by
marvellous deliverance now vouchafed to
him, and his people, Beuhadad, the king of

3

Synia, mvaded Hrael with a large army ; and
inperioufly threatened to demohifn their ca-
pital 5 and lay 1t at once level with the
oround. But his wmfolence was {oon re-
pietled. Forthe Lord animated and {trength-
cned the Iraelites 5 who, by muaking a {ud-
den attack on thetr enemies, put tnem all
to fheht; and obtaimned over them @ com-
picte victory ¥,

This victory was gained 1o fo extraordi-
nary a manner, that the Syrians themfelves
could not but afcribe it to the power and
agency of the God of {{rack. But this God
they fancied, according to the common fu-
perftition of the times, to be only a local

“ 1 Kingszno1o—11,

Vor, 1. B tutelary
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tutelary deity—a god of the hills, but not
of the vallies*:” and therefore determined to
try their fortune another year in a different
and lower {ituation. His.omnipotence being
thus difputed, God judged it neceflary to
fhew them, on their own principles, that his
power was not confined to the mountains,
but extended equally to the plams. With
this view he placed the Ifraclites in the plain
of Aphek; where they fought the Syrians
again ; and, though amazingly inferior 1n
number?, overthrew them with a dreadful
flanghter; for an hundred thoufand fell
together in the field of battle. And of thofe
who fled mnto the city, twenty-feven thou-
fand perifhed in fo fltrange and fingular a
manner, as vilibly demonftrated, that the
hand of God was extended agajnit them, and
immediately concerned in therr fall and de-
{trudtion .

A fimilar deliverance, from the power and

oppreflion of the fame king, was agan

* 1 Kings xx. 23.
¥ % The children of Ifrael were numbered, and were all prefent,
and pitchied before them, like two little flocks of kids; but the
Syrians filled the country.” Ibid. ver. 27,
“ Hod. ver. 28— z0.
vouch-



SERMON XV, %

vouchfafed them 1n the next reign, by means
equally marvellous *. -

Buat, notwithftanding thefe, and many
other favourable mterpofitions, exercifed to-
wards them at various times ; yet, fo dege-
nerate were the Ifraclites grown, that they
perverfely contiued thetr impious practices;
and, forgetful of that ¢ gooduefs which
fhould have led them to fepentance,”” in-
dulged themfelves m all kinds of wicked-
nefs. This depraved and perverfe condu&
expofed them to numberlefs calamities ;—to
the depredations of the {word, peftilence, and
famine : calamities, which ferved, as w ell
to correct; as to punifh, their iniquities,

For if they were led to the worthip of
1dols 1 hopes of {ecuring their help and fa-
vour®; how clearly muft they percetve, that
¢ there was no help in them,” when they
found thémielves labouring under the hand
of the oppreflor? Or, if they engaged in their
fervice, as they often did, from a fond con-
- ceit, that the fertility of the earth, the falu-

* 2 Kings v1. 24---vii. 4.
b See 2 Chron, xxviile 2

7.
F 2 | brity
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brity of the feafons, and the profperity of
human affairs, depended on thetr benign -
fluence¢; how plainly muft the falthood of
this perfuafion appear, when they experienced
their idolatries to be conftantly attended
with effelts directly the reverfe! For we
never read of their following idols, but we
likewife read of the heaven’s becoming dry, -
the earth unfruitful, the {eafons unhealthy, or
the ftate unfuccefsful 4,

Such was now the condition of Ifrael: a
condition, one would 1mage, fufficient to
deter any people from adopting and imitat-
ing their manners. But 1dolatry s contagi-
ous. . And fo from Ifrael the contagion
{pread ; and unhappily infeCted the houfe of

Judah.
The kings of the two tribes had hitherto,

in general, maintained a pious regard for:
God, and dutiful obedience to all his laws ;

_and had confequently enjoyed, through his

¢ See Jer. xliv. 17. Hof. ii. ¢, 12.

d Lev. xxvi. 14---20, Deuts Xi. 17~~xxviil. 24, 28,
t Kings viii. 35, Jer. xhiv, 15---23. Ezek, vi, 11~=14. Mal-
sor. Mor. Nevoch, p. it ¢. xax. -

good
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good providence, great {uccefs, profperity,
and happinefs—which was particularly the
cafe of thofe pious princes, Afa and Jehotha-
phate. But Jehoram, having married mto
the family of Ahab, foon deferted the way
of his fathers; foon neglected the worfhip
and fervice of the true God 3 and, at the 1n-
ftigation of his wife, introduced 1nto the
kingdom foreign cuftoms, to the increafe
and propagation of the moit horrid impieties,
-and the utter ruin of the nftitutions of his
country. For ¢ he made high places inthe
mountains of Judah; and caufed the inha-
bitants of Jerufalem to commiut fornication;”
that 1s, 1dolatry—¢ and compelled all Judah
and Benjamin to do the famef:” which
proved the {ource of great and lafting mufery
to himielf, and of bitter afflitions to all his
people,

The next reign was equally wicked; and
was therefore mvolved in equal misfortnes.

¢ 2 Chron, xiv, XV, XIX. XX,
¢ 2 Chron, xx1, 11, 14, 13,

F 1 And
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And henceforth again, as both kings and

people went on, 1 {uccefhion, for a feries of
years, provoking the Lord by their abomi-
nable doings; {o were thev punithed with
various forts of oppreflive calamities; and
rendered proportionably wretched in con-
dition, asthey were vile and perverfe in their
adtions &,
-~ Some lucid intervals, indeed, of piety fhonc
out in Judah at particular periods; which
oave them {fome little refpite from their {uf-
ferings ; fome little tafte of peace and hap-
pinefs; and retarded the: progrefs of that
final judgemem; which had often been de-
nounced agamit thewr wickednefs.

But the children of Hrael were incorrigi-
bly hardened; and, notwithiftanding the re-
peated admonitions they received, and the
repeated punifhments they {uffered, could
never be brought by any of thefe means to
a proper degree of penitence or refletion,
They proceeded from the beginning, with-

out wntermiffion, in one impious courfe of
¢ 2 Chron, xxiv, 23, 2§—XxV, 14, 24. XxViil, 8. 8. 16. 21.

apoftaly ;
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apoftaly ; advancing contiually, for two
hundred and fixty years, from one ftage of
wickednefs to another—from bad to worfe—
till they ¢ filled up at laft the meafure of
thetr imquities 3 and made the land to groan
with the burden of their fins.

When ¢ they had left all the command-
ments of the Lord,” and gone thus « into the
ways of the heathen®;” God determined to
drive them out, as he had driven the nations
before them. He called up therefore the
king of Aflyria, ¢ who came to Samaria,
and took 1t and carried Ifrael away into
Aflyria; and placed them in Halah and 1
Habor by the river of Gozan, and 1n the
cities of the Medes .”

To be carried captive into any country, 1s,
doubtlefs, a circumitance of deep diftrefs;
but that the I{raclites thould be carried wnto
this country, had fomething in it, that was
peculiarly fore. ¢ It is well known, how
they were firft i bondage in the lana of

Gothen, and the city Abaris, in Egypt; and

b 2 Kings xvii, 18, 16.
b Ib. ver, 3, 0,

F g how
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how they were conduted theénce mto the
land of Canaan; which they enjoyed above
{feven hundred years, Upcn their repeated
rebellion and 1dolatry, they were now car-
ried into a fecond bondage : and what is re-
markable, many of them went to another
land of Gothen; but not like that of old:
to another city Abaris or Habor; and in fue-
ceflion to the fame people, to whom their
fathers had fucceeded in Egypt, even the
Cufeans. Their captivity was attended with
this cruel circumitance, that they went now
to a wild and uncultuvated country: and
had the mortification to {ee the people, who
had quitted 1t, occupy the pleafant fields of
Ifracl. For ¢ the king of Aflyria brought
.men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and
from Ava, and from Hamath, and from .
Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities
of Samarja: and they poflefled Samaria, and
dwelt in the cities thereofk.” Here was
every addittonal circumfitance, to aggravate
‘their misfortune, and embitter their fervi-

k2 Kings xvit, 24.

tude
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tude : to bring to their memory continually
what they had been, and what they now
were ; to point out vifibly the finger of God
in the peculiar fufferings of fuch a reprobate
people: and at the fame time to alarm the
remaining tribes ; that they might take warn-
g at the fight of fuch particular judg-
ments, and recolle¢t themfelves i good
tune L.”

And at this time indeed, the two remain-
me tribes did thoroughly recolle them-
{felves; and with diligence apply to the great
and neceflary work of reformation. The
high places were removed ; the images were
broken; the groves cut down; and every
abomination cleared away. The temple of
the Lord was opened and purified ; the public
worthip was reftored; and the folemn
tefttvals were again celcbrated ™. In fhort,
true veligion revived i Jerufalem, and
flourifhed throughout the land: And hap-

' Bryanst’s Obfervations on the ancient Hift, of Egypt, p.
240, &c.
"2 Kings xvin, 4, &c. 2 Chron. xxxi, 1—4.

pinefs,
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pinefs, the infeparable attendant of piety,
imiled upon every condition. As ¢ they
drew nigh to God, fo God drew nigh to
them ;” guarded and protefted them in all
their enterprizes; ¢ and profpered them
whitherfoever they went®,”

The profperous events they had ex-
perienced, which were vifible tokens of
God’s favourable prefence among them, em-
boldened them now to throw off the yoke
of the king of Aflyria. This king’s father,
on a revolt made by the. Ifraclites, had be-
fore taken and deftroyed Samaria; and car-
ried away the inhabitants captive. The fon,
who now -governed Aflyria, thought like-
wife, on this accafion, to treat Jerufalem in
the {ame manner. Flufhed therefore with
his former victories, and breathing deftruc-
tion againft the kingdom of Judah, he fent a
moft opprobrious meflage to Hezekiah and
his fubje¢ts—charged with bold and bitter
vectives, not only agandt the Jews, but
cven againft God. Read his own words:

2 Kings xviiL. 7,

¢ This
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<« This faith thegreat king, the kingof Aflyria:
What confidence 1s this wherein ye truft?
If ye truft mm God, and {fay unto me, the
Lord will deliver us: then I would afk
you, hath any of the gods of the nations de-
livel'ed at all his land out of the hand of the
king of Aflyrta! Where are the gods of
Hamath, and of Arpad?—the gods of Sc-
pharvaim, Henah, and Ivah¢ Have theyde-
hivered Samaria out of mune hand? Who are
they among all the gods of the countries,
that bave delivered their country out of mine
hand, that the Lord fhould deliver Jerufalem
out of mine hand ° ™

Here, you fec, he brings down the great
God of Ifrael to the contemptible level of the
vods of the nations; puts him to open de-
hance; and charges him with 1mpotence to
his face.  This then was the time for the
L.ord to afiert and vindicate his honour; to
fhew forth the greatnefs of his majefty and
power ; and to punifh the arrogance of this

il Y =) o hlﬂgs MVill. 19! 30"' 33*35‘

haughty



76 SERMON XV.

haughty king, who had thus vainly exalted
himfelf, and improufly ¢ contended with his
maker.” Accordingly, the bold and blai-
phemous tyrant had {carce advanced to the
holy city, but his forces were entirely de-
ftroyed. < For it came to pafs that mght,
that the angel of the Lord went out, and
{mote 1u the camp of the Aflyrans an hun-
dred fourfcore and five thoufand mene.” An
event, which rendered it manifeit to the na-

tions, that Jehovah wasa God ¢ mighty n
power, and tremendous in judgmentd:”
And which alfo {ferved as a proof to the
Jews, that their enemies would never prevail
againft them, unlefs their miquities {hould
provoke the Lord to with-hold his favour

and protetion from them.
And foon, alas! was he forced by their

1mpieties to yield them up to the punifhments

P 2 Kings xix, 35. Some fuppofe this havack to have been
inade by a plague, or perhaps by lightning, or a firy svind, which
blows fometimes in thofe parts, and 15 very defiructives  See
Sir I. Newron’s Chron. p. 282. Pripeavx’s Connelt. p. L
b. I. p. 24,

" 2 Chron, xxxii. 23. Joserr. Ant. Jud. Iib, x, ¢, 1. § 4.

they
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they deferved, For inthe fucceeding reigns,
regardlefs of the deliverance now vouchfafed

them, they bafely and ungratefully forfook
the Lord ; polluted his temple by the intro-
du&ion of 1dols; ran ¢ into all the abomi
nations of the heathenr;” and, notwith-
{tanding the endeavours of good Jolizh, and
the earnelt admonttions of holy prophets, ob-
{tinately perfifted in their wicked ways; and
even advanced to as deteftable a degree of
profanene(s and iniquity, asever their brethren
of the houfe of liracl were known to have
been guilty of.

When the oftences of Judah vied thus
with the tranforefiions of lirael; then the
Lord determined invengeance « tof{tretch over
Jerufalem the line of Samaria®;” that is, to
overthrow the one, as he had overthrown the
other : and to confume tts nhabitants in like
manner—ifome of them by famine, others by
the {word ; and to drive the reft into hard
captivity, ¢ Therefore he brought upon
them the king of the Chaldees, who beﬁeged

r 2 Kings xxi, 2—g. 2 Chron. xxxiil, 13,

* 2 Kings xx1. 13.
the
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the city,” and drove them by farine to
wretched ftraights. ¢« When the city was
broken up, he flew their young men with
the fword, in the houfe of their {an&tuary ;
and had no compaffion upon young man or
matden, old man, or- him that ftooped for
age : he gave them all mto his hand. And
all the veflels of the houfe of God, great
and imall ; and the treafures of the houfe of
the Lord ; and the treafures of the king and
his princes: all thefe he brought to Baby-
lon. “And they burnt the houfe of God;
and brake down the wall of Jerufalem; and
burnt all the palaces thereof with fire ; and
deftroyed all the goodly veffels thereof, And
them that efcaped from the {word, carried he™
away to Babylon; where they were fervants
to him and his fonst.”

Thus ¢ the Lord removed Judah, as he
had removed Ifrael, out of his fight;” and,
fince they had both been guilty of the fame
crimes, made them partakers of the fame
punifhment; And if we confider only what
has beenalready faid, it muft doubtlefs appear,

t 2 Chron. xxxvl, 17---20.

3 ‘that
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that it was not without fuﬁicieﬁt'caufe, that
he exercifed this great, this lafting feveuty
upon them.

But there are other confiderations, not yet
particularly mentioned, which f{erve to vindi-
cate the proceedings of Providence, m the
fame degree that they aggravate the perverfe-
nefs and obftinacy of the Jews. To this
purpode then, we are farther to obferve,

That their calamities came on them by
flow advances ; and mcreafed in weight, as
their {ins were multiphed—that they had
conftant warnings of the feveral judgments
before they came; and conftant exhortations
to amend their lives, as the only mcauns of
efcaping them—that they had the benefit of
prophets to fet them right ; whofe miffion
was {upported by appropriate miracles, and
wholfe denunciations were datly verified by
repeated “and - woful experience—that when
they defpifed the acmonitions of the pro-
phets, and hardened themfelves agamnit their
reproofs ; yet God would not rejeét them at
once 3 but fent them off into captivity by
degrees ; each kingdom at 7hree different

periods ;
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periods®; in hopes that the remainder would
take warning from what was paft ; and avoid,
by repentance, the fate of their brethren.
But when repentance fourid no -place among
them; when, ¢ the more they were fiticken,
they revolted the more;”
all thefe diverfified methods of reformatiotf
could have no effet upon them; it was
furely but fitting, that they, who wou/d con-
tinue flaves to their fins, fhould, in confe-
quence, be made flaves to their enemies ; and
be taught at laft by the miferies they felt, to-
« know’’ the difference between ¢ the fervice
of God, and the fervice of the kingdoms of
the countries®” A difference, which migh/
induce them ; a difference indeed, which did

in a word, when

* Hrael was carried captive Judah was carried captive §
1. by Tiglath-Pilefer, 2 Kings 1. by Nebuchadnezzar, Dun. i.
xv. 29. Years before Chrit, 1, 6. Years before Chrift,
7404 606.
2. By Shalmanefer, 2 Kings 2. ByNebuchadnezzar, Eith. ii.
" xvil. 6. Years before Chritl, 5, 6. Ezek. 1. 1, 2, Years

221 - before Chrift, gg9.

» By Efarhaddon, Ezra iv. 3. By Nebuchadnezzar, 2 Kings
2, 10. Years before Clirift,  xxv. 2. &c. Years before
677. Chrift, 88,

x 2 Chron. x11. 8.
induce
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induce them, ¢ to turn agam to the Lord
their God.” For at laflt they confidered,
that when they ferved him, < it was then
much better with them than notv—"" that
their former condition tvas infiniitely prefer-
able to that which was their lot at prefent.

Now, whillt the Jews' were learning in
their capti{f:ity this falutary leflori, divine
Providence was gracioufly emiployed in cor-
re&iiig-the' various fuperftitions of the Cu.
feans ; and leadidy them to a truer notion of
things: 'When thefe mixed people intro-
duced into Samaria the feveral deities of their
own countfies; and worfhiped them zccord-
g to théir own mahner ; the Lord, jealous
of his ‘honour, atd concerned to imaintain
the fanétity of bis land, was highly provoked
at {uch prophanation; and fent among them
a number of lions, by which they were
grievoufly haraflfed and deltroyedy. Why
he madé choice of thefe animals to annoy
them, may not, perhaps, be accourited fot
with any degree of certainty or precifion.’
But, if we fuppofe, as we have fome reafon

Y 2 Kings xvil. 2§, 26.

Vor. Il G to
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to {uppofe, that Arioch or Ariel, that 1s, the
Lion-god, was their chief and genéral
deity ?; then the fending lions among them,
was a kind of judgment, the moft appro-
priate that we can well conceive : as it ferved
to convince them in the moft affe&ting man-
ner, that ¢ wherewithal aman finneth, by the
{ame alfo fhall he be punithed.”.- But what-
ever might be the reafon, for which the
punifhment was particularly inflicted in this
form § yet certain 1t 15, that it produced upon
them 1ts defired effeCt. For 1t brought them
to the acknowledgement of the. true God;
and to a refpe@ful compliance with his laws
and worthip. And though they continued,

for a time, to join their own gods with the
Lord God of Ifrael ; yet did they gradually

* 2 The principal deity of the Aflyrians was“Apy; or Mars (See
Hry oz de Rel. vet. Perf. cap. ii. p. 62:) whofe fymbol was a liax.
Josepnus fays, Ant. Jud.lib. ix. c. xiv. § 3.—=ii. c. v. § 5.) that
thzfe Cufeans were deftroyed by plagues, and not by Jions, How
he came by this reading I cannot conceive; unlefs he tranflated
the Heb: ™IN by "Ag#s, which he found to be fometimes ufed in
a fenfe equivalent to Aspdg, poffis or plague——and then adopted
this tvord as the moft common, and beft underftood. Though,
in truth, I fufpet it proceeded from aworle caufe.

{o
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fo advance in knowledge, and ultimately fo .
improve in piety, as to forfake all their falfe
deities, and confine themfelves to the worfhip
of the L.ord:—and to the worfhip of Him
only *.

Now to God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Ghoft, be afcribed, as 1s
moft due, all honour, glory, adoration, and
pratfe; both now, and for ever-more. Amer.

* See Parark’s Commenary on 2 Kings xvii, 41.
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JE R, XXV, 57,

Thus faith the Lord the God of Ifrael—I will

acknowledge them, ihat are carried away

captive of Fudab s whom 1 have fent out of
this place into the land of the Chaldeans for

their good.

for [ will fet smine eyes upon them for good';
and I will bring them agan to this land:

oud I will build them, and not pull them
down 5 and L wwill plant them, and not pluck

them up.
And I will give them an heart to Fnow me,

that I am the Lord: and they fhall be
G 2 2y
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my people, and I awill be their God: for

they fhall return unto me with their whole
heart.

T 15 natural to infer from the perfeGions
of the Deity, that all his difpenfations
of every kind, even thofe which feem the
moft fevere, are founded in mercy, and cal-
culated for the benefit of mankind. Among
thofe of the {everer {ort, the captivity of the
Jews ftands nearly in the foremoft rank,
And yet this difpenfation, however diftrefs-
ful, the text affures us, was defigned, ¢ for
their good;” for the correCtion of their bafe
idolatry and wickednefs ; and for thetr future
unprovement 1 piety and vistue. And in-
deed, 1f we duly confider its natyral influ-
ence and moral tendency, we fhall find
it adapted, with exquifite propriety, to pro-
mote that beneficent and gracious end.
‘The whole  Jewith nation, both Judah
and Ifrael, had, as we have fcen, fo ftrong
and ftrange a propenfion to idolatry, that the
former difpenfations, with all their efficacy,
could neither corre nor abate it.. Now, if

this
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this propenfity was either excited or con-
firmed by that high opinion, which they
always entertained of the deities of conquer-
ing nations, and particularly thofe of the
Aflyrians; then their captivity under that
nation muft neceflarily contribute to open
their eyes ; and to point out the extreme folly
of placing their dependance on fuch det-
ties.

If they prided themfelves in their high
privileges ;s if they imagined, as they cer-
tamly did, that, being the pecuhiar people
of God, and inhabiting the city which he
had made choice of for his peculiar refidence,
they muft needs 1n confequence, let their
moral charatter {tand as it would, be always
fecure of his favour and proteGtion®; how
fully muft they be convinced of the empti-
nefs of this fophtftry, when they found their
temple and city deftroyed; and themfelves

calt cut into a heathen land; not only
ftripped of all therr honours, but rendered
objelts of contempt and reproach !

b See Jer, vily 4y 140 Mic.dit 11

G 4 When
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When the grand foundation of their pride
and confidence was thus clearly removed
away, they began to ¢ think more fcberly
of themielves;” and beheld their conduét s
a different light, from that, in which they
had {een 1t before, through, the medium of
their former prejudices. For now 1 they
captive, difcon{olate ftate, they had fufficicut
leifure to ¢¢ think on their ways.”” And the
calamities they fuffered in that ftate, would
naturally difpofe them to refle&t with con-
cern on that long feries of iniquity and per-
verfenefs, which had brought. them under
the preflure of this heavy judgment. Now
¢¢ their own wickednels correéted them, and
their backilidings reproved them; now they
muft needs know and {ee, that 1t was anevil.
-thing, and bitter, that they had forfaken the
Lordtheir God; and that his fear had not been
in them ®.”  And how amazingly muft the
bitternefs of this affliétion be ncreafed, when
they confidered, that 1t was owing to their
own obftinacy! that their prophets had fre-
quently warned them of 1, and {trenuouily

= Jer, 11, 14,
urged
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urged them to guard againft it! Thele re-
monftrances, however negleéted and defpifed
before, were not now without their effet.
For in the land of their captivity, all that
the prophets had formerly urged againft
their profane and deteftable practices, revived
afrefh i their minds, and {founded again in
their ears; and their prefent abje&, wretched
condition (the predifted confequence of fuch
prattices) funk them deep into their hearts.
And hence muit arife an utter deteftation of
thole fhameful 1dolatries and their concomi-
tant vices, which they well knew was the
caufe of their {ufferings.

Knowing then the caufe of their {uffer-
ings, they had nothing to do, but to quit
their 1dolatries; and endeavour to regain the
favour of him, who alone was able to relieve
their diftrefles. But his favour they were
fenfible could only be regained by making
him their fole God; and condulting their
lives according to the tenour of that Law,
which he had anciently given them, Upon

thele confiderations then, it feems, they se-
pented
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pented themfelves; returned to the Lord;
and vowed obedience to all his commands.
To guide and encourage them 1n the per--
formance of their vows, God continued his
prophets among them ; and authorized them
to declare, that, if they carefully avoided
the manifold abominations, which they faw
prattifed in the land of their captivity ; and
kept themfelves faithful and fteady in the
{fervice of their God; he would then become
¢ a fanluary to them” in the place they
were in; and, at length, ¢ bring them’
back to the land of Ifrael®;” where they
thould flourifh again in peace and righteout-
nefs, as in former times. And this furely
~was a motive of no finall efficacy to preferve
them fixed and attentive to their duty. For,
as the hardfhips they felt continually prompt-
ed them to wifh for the return of thofe former
days, wherein they lived 1n eafe and prof-
perity ; {o the conditions on which that re-
turn depended, muft neceffarily keep therr
thoughts -awake, and their endeavours bent
on the accomplifhment of them.,

n Ezek. x1. 16, 17. ;
I



SERMON XVL 01

If they were tempted at any time to fall
off from their allegiance to God; if they
were threatened with danger, m cafe they
refufed to join the idolatrous worfhip of the
nations ; yet, they could not but perceive,
that 1t was as much their ntereft, as it was
their duty, to refift unto the end ; and hold
faft their confidence without wavering.

They had carly evidence before them, that
- ¢¢ God was {lill faithful” to his promifes,
¢« and would not {uffer them to be tempted
above that they were able; but would with
the temptation or danger, * either make a
way’’ for them ¢ to efcape,” or endow them
with ftrength fufficient « to bear it°.” For
the miraculous deliverance of the three con-
feflors from tiie fiery furnace?, was not only
a proof of God’s attention to his faithful
fervants; but alfo a pledge that he would
never forfake them, in the trials they fuf-
fered on his account.

And fince the inftant terrours of perfe-
cution and death were moft likely to over-

* 1 Cor. x. ¥3.

3 COonmc
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come the weaknefs of nature, and betray
them mto finful compliance ; God therefore,
in compaflion to their infirmities, and for

“the confirmation of their faith, vouchfafed
them a fecond inftance of his regard, in
the wonderful protection of the prophet
Daniel from the rage and power of the
lions 9,

Now all thefe feafonable and marvellous
exertions manifeftly contributed, notonly to
fix the Jews in a more fteady dependance on
God and his providence ; but alfo to roufe
and awaken the Gentilesinto a lively fenfe
of his majefty and power’. 'This {enfe of
his greatnefs naturally excited in their minds
fome degree of veneration for him; and per-
haps difpofed them to permit his people to
worfhip him in their own way, with lefs
moleftation, and without reproach. Nay,
perhaps, they happily obtained, by the me-
diation of Danicl, fome farther indulgences.
For when he advifed Nebuchadnezzar, at
the clofe of the interpretation of one of his

¢ Dan. vi, 18---23.

* Ibid, . 29, iv. 37. v 26, 27
dreams,
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dreams, to ¢ break off his fins by righteouf-
nefs,” as a means of ¢ lengthening his tran-
quillity ;" he adds, ¢ and thine iniquities by
thewing mercy to the poor*:” mnot to the
poor of his own people, as 1t 1s commonly
underftood; but to the emphatically poor
and affliGted Jews. And 1f we confider the
regard, which he coniftantly paid to his
faithful counfellor; it 1s not improbable,
that he took his advice; at lealt when he
came to his right mind; and granted them
the favour of a free toleration: which muit
tend of courle to promote their religion.
But the caufe of religion was farther
{trengthened, at this period, by many other
concurring incidents : and more particularly,
by thofe remarkable judgments, which the
prophets foretold fhould befal, and which
God accordingly inflited upon, the kings
of Babylon and other countries, who arro-
gantly exalted themfelves againft him, and
impioufly defpifed his falutary admonitions.
« For 1f God did not {pare” thefe ftubborn,

* Dan. iv, 27. Chald. 11233 Comp. Pfal, xxxv. zq.h—lxﬁiv.
21, &C. |

refraltory
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refraltory Gentiles, ¢ that finned ; but caft
them down” 1gnobly from thetr thrones:
the Jews, who were peculiarly bound to
obey him, could not but conclude, that he
would make a moft dreadfulexample of them,
if they fhould ftill be {o bafe as to ¢ live un-
~godly.” And this conclufion muft now
ftand the more confirmed, muft operate on
their minds with more force, when they re-
colleted the fate of their brethren in Egypt
who, by rejecting the counfel of the prophet
Jeremiah, and obftinately perfifting in the
idolatries of that nation, miferably perifhed
in the fall thereoft,

And fince they well knew, that the king-
dom, which themfelves were then {ubjeét
to, was likewife to undergo great revolu-
tions ; it behoved them to attend the more
firi&tly to their condu@®, left their vices
{hould involve them 1 its approaching ca-
lamities. Repentance and obedience were
their only fecurity. Nor is there any room
to doubt, (for eveén the principle of {clf- pre-

t“J‘tar.. xliv. 11—28. PripEaux’s Connect. p. 1, b. iil.
An. 573, .

{ervation
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fervation would effettually lead them to 1)
that they laboured by obedience to make
good their title to that gracious promife,
which aflured them of proteftion in thofe
perilous times. ¢¢-Fear thou not, O Jacob,
my fervant; and be not difmayed, O Ifrael,
faith the Lord: for I am with thee: though
I make a full end of all the nations, whither
I have driven thee; yet I will not make a
full end of thee: I will not leave thee how-
‘ever wholly unpunifthed; but will correét
thee in" fuch ¢¢ meature,” as 1s neceflary to
reform thee®.

And heuce arofe another and very power-
ful motive, to induce them to proceed with
diligence and vigour, according to the intent
of this merciful difpenfatien, in the improve-
ment of their heart and lives. For {urely they
could pot but correct therr misdoings, and
(hew themfelves ¢ zealous of good works;”
when they underftood that their affli®tions
and diftrefles were to abate, 1 proportion as
they advanced 1n the ways of piety.

¢ Ter. alvi, 27, 28,

But



96 SERMON XV

- But thele were not the only encourage-
ments, which God, in his goodnefs; pro:
pofed to their obedience. Higher motives
were placed 1n their view. ¢ There were
given unto them exceeding great and precious
promifes*:” the promife of reftoration inta
their own land ; the promife of plenty; hap-
pinefs, and fecurity in that land; and the
promife of a glorious ftate and {fettled go-
vernment uhder their owir king; the
Meffiah 7. « Having therefote thefe great
and precious promifes;’’ that by themi
they might be perfuaded to reformt theii
lives; they muft needs be {olicttous to
«¢ efcape the corruption that was then i
the world, through” the prevailing influence
of « luft2” and idolatry ¢ they muft needs be
{olicitous to ¢ cleanfe themfelves from all
filthinefs of the flefh and fpinit; perfecting
holinefs in the fear of God3,” and in grati=
tude for his abundant merecies.

* 2 Pet, s, 4.

Y Jer.xxin, 3---6, Eazek. xxxiv. i2—31.
% 1 Pet 1. 4.

2 2 Cor, vil. 1,

And
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And though feveral occurrences inters
vened, which, to thofe who judged accord-
ing to the ordinary courfe of things, might
feem to obftrudt thefe promifed blefhngs;
yet, to this people they all appeared, by the
light of prophecy, to be « working toge-
ther for their good.” For every revolution
that threw the nations down in the world,
was a prelude to the future advancement of
Judah. And they had the comfort to {ee;
under alf revolutions; that fome perfons of
their dwn body were furprifingly advanced
into power and authority, to patronize and
defend their caufe : which, as it thewed, on
God’s part, great attention to the welfare of
the Jews; muft naturally excite on theits a
proportionable regard for his honour and
glory. = -

Stieh was the difpenfation of the captivity
m Babylon: and {uch were¢ the meafures
which God employed, under that difpenfa-
tion; for the recovery and reformation of
his peaple. And as both Judah and Hrae]
weré to be reunited; and reformed together ;
fo the means concerted for their converfion

Vor. II, K | and
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and improvement were equally applied to
both., To forward their union the more
‘readily, and to make the application to them
the more eafy; God had previoufly and wifely
ordained, thatboth of them thould be thrown,
i great numbers, into the fame countries:
where, lofing their former diftinéion?, and
mixing together as one people, they enjoyed
the benefit of the fame difcipline, and the
{ame means of inftrution in righteoufnefs.
How well thefe means were adapted to
corret their errours, to improve their man-
ners, and to engage them in the fervice of
the true God, is apparent from what hae
been already delivered. And how effeCtually
they operated to this glorious end, is now
become a matter of admiration. Idolatry
céafed among them; their attachment to
God grew {trong and wviolable; and their
zeal for his honour a&ive and permanent.
In confequence hereof, when they were

> "OF their reconciliation and union we have this remarkable
pfnof: viz. that in the expiatory facrifices made at Jerufalein upon
their return, * twelve he-goats are faid to have been offered, ac-
‘cordnig to the twelre tribes of Ifrael,” Ear. vi, 16, 17.

reftored



teftored again to their own land, they
thought 1t not {uffictent, merely to rebuild
the temple 4t Jerufalem j but, 1a the warmth
of their piety, proceeded farther; and ereted
{ynagogues 1n different cities, where the law
was read on every fabbath, and other aéts of
devotion were performed.  Hereby the true
knowledge of God and his religion was ini-
proved and confirmed among them; the
practice of thetr duty was imprefied and en-
forced upon themj and their abhorrence and
deteftation of 1dolatry became more fixed,
refolute, and determined.

Now, while thofe, who returned to Ju-
dea, were thus zealous in the {ervice of God:
and {etting forth the honour -of his ma-
jefty, m their own land; the others, who
remained behind, were bufied in reforining
the neighbouring nations; and improving in
their minds, thofe exalted fentiments of
the {upreme Being, which his late extraordi-
nary and marvellous interpofitions had raifed .
and excited among them.

H z Being
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Being now properly qualified for the work,
both thefe bodies of Jews were appointed a
kind of priefts—preachers of righteoufnefs,
and publithers of the true religion—to the
four rifing monarchies. For the readier dif-
charge of this high office, and the further-
ance ‘of the end defigned, they were oc-
eafionally intermixed with the feveral na-
tions ; and providentially difperfed through
all the provinces of thefe mighty kingdoms:
where, being often diftinguithed by eminent
favours, they were enabled to convey and
fpread their inftrudtions with greater effeét
and advantage.

During the Babylonian and Medoperfian
empires, they not only made a confider-
able 1mprovement in the religion of the
people, who were more immediately their
fellow ' fubjeéts ;- but alfo communicated
their notions and cuftoms to thofe inqui-
fitive philofophers -and renowned legifla-
tors, who frequently travelled through thefe
flourifhing ftates for the acquifition of.
higher knowledge; and who, 1t 15 plain,

' 2 - - adopted
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adopted ‘many of their do&rines and prac-
tices themfielvese, and then recommended
them to the notice of others, when they re- |
turned into their own countries,

Under the Grecian empire again, as the
Jews were favoured with fome extraor-
dinary privileges, and often placed 1 a
very confpicuous point of view, fo their
religion and manners became of courfe
more obferved, and more accurately en-
quired 1nto, efpecially by the curnious and
learned ; who were then numerous tn moft
parts of the world, and more particularly
Greece and Egypt.

And about this time, that is, in the reign
of Ptolemy Philadelphus, their curiofity and
improvement were moft remarkably pros
vided for, by a tranflation of the Hebrew
Scriptures, or at leaft of the five books of
Mofes, into the Greek language. And as
it appeared, when they were tranflated

¢ See Garr’s Court of the Gent. p. I b. IILL c. 1x, &e.
Witstr Egyptiac, lib. iil. ¢ xiitle  ArTH. YoUne'’s Diflert,

vol. L p. 292,
H 3 into
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nto that language, that thefe books of
Mofes and the Prophets ¢ contained not
only ob{cure things, and what particularly
concerned the Jewith ftate; but alfo
thihgﬁ of a more {plendid nature, and
defcriptive of the fortunes of diverfe king-
doms ¢;” {o is there no doubt to be made,
“but that thefe matters rendered them va-
luable 1n the eyes of the world; caufed
them to be read with diligence and atten-
tion; and to be {ometimes, perhaps, con-
{fulted with reverence by thofe feveral na.
ticns, who found themielves interefted in
their contents.

And finally, when 1t was the fate of
Judea to be reduced at length to a Roman
province this people and their religion
became no lefs known to the fubjes of
that mighty empire, than they had been
before to other ftates. For the indulgence,
which they every where obtained, of living
according to their own laws, and ufing their
own rites and ceremounies, fpeedily con-

¢ See ALL1¥s Refl, 01 the Old Teft. b. i, p. 41.
- veyed
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veyed a general knowledge of their tenets,
cuftoms, and inftitutions, to all the people
around them.

Thus then were the Jews, under the
four great fucceflive monarchies, eminently
ftrumental m reforming, . enlightning,
and improving the world. And though
they were never able to convert a whole
nation together to their church, and make
their religion the particular eftablifhed re-
ligion of the country ; yet they gained every
where an infinite number of profelytes to
their law; and many more to the belief
and acknowledgment of the one fupreme
and true God ; which was the principal thing
then required.
~ Nay, even the nations, who {flill con-
tinued flaves to idolatry, were highly in-
debted, though they knew 1t nog, to the
benign influence of this {alutary difpenfation,
For what were thofe exalted improvements,
which were made, through the courfe of
this period, in civil and religious know-

ledge; and which, by the application of phi-
H 4 lofophers, .
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lofohers, amazingly thinned the darknefs of
heatheni{m ; but lucid emanations, conveyed
by tradition, or perhaps derived by a nearer
way, from this full and copious fountain of
light¢? And what were thofe refined infti-
tutes of morality, planned by the moft re-
nowned legiflators, and eftablithed 1 fes
veral heathen COUI]tI‘lES, but chiefly tran-
feripts from the Mofaic Taws? So that this
glorious difpenfation, like the {fun, while 1t
fhone on one country with meridian rays,
and on others 1n proportion to their diftance
from it ; threw forth moreover fome beams
of light, that bent below the horizon; and
thereby cheered that thick gloom, 1n which
thofe people were involved, wha had not
yet the happinefs to behold its orb,.

Hence we fee, that the moft diftant na-
tions were far from bemg negle&ted or dif=
regarded by the Lord; though he was pe-

c Vidc Marsnam. Canon. Chron. Secul. ix. Tit. Lex, Mo-
fgica. p. 150, &c. et authores ibi laudatos.

f Vide Huer. Demonftr. Evang. Propofit. iv. cap. xi. p,

153, &c. PetiT. Com. in Leg. Attic. GroT. in Matth. v. 28,

etde Verit, Chrift. lib. 1, § 15, - _
- culiarly
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culiarly attentive and favourable to the Jews.
Indeed the favours conferred on them, were
properly favours to the whole world. They
were chiefly means to mftru&t and to im-
prove the Jews, that they might be quali-
fied to inftrudt and to improve others; that
they might become fit inftruments in the
hand of God, for the propagation of the re-
ligion they had in truft: the benefit of
which other nations reaped almoft in an
equal degree, whether this people ftood
faithful to their truft, or -fell for their
negle€t and violation of it.  Nay their fall,
in truth, that is, their perverfenefs and apof-
tafies, contributed rather to the fpeedier ac-
complithment of this defign, than could well
have been expefted even from their fteadi-
nefs. For to what did their defections ulti-
mately tend ; but to fupply the Deity with
more frequent occafions to exert himielf, 1n
the corretion of their predominant errours
aud vices? But thesr ervours and vices were
the errours and vices of @// mankind, And

therefore thofe wonderful exertions, which
God
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God employed for the reformation of the
Jews,. were equally adapted to the conver-
fion of the Gentiles, among whom they
lived. Nor did they fail of their intended
effe. For hereby, <« the name of -the
Lord became extenfively known among the
heathen; and his greatnefs acknowledged by
many people.”’

From what has been advanced it appears,
I hope—that God, as the common father of
all, made ample provifion for the inftruc-
tion. of all; fo far as either their neceffities
required, or their capacities would admit.
It is true-indeed, that, throughout thefe
various difpenfations of his providence, he
aCted with a fpecial regard to the Jews; and
interefted himfelf remarkably in their wel-
fare. But neverthelefs, it is undeniably ma-
nifeft, from the tenour of his proceedings,
that he was not unmindful of other na-
tions, Several inftances have already oc-
curred of his general concern for all man.
kind ; and {everal more might eafily be pro-

duced of his particular regard to the Gen-
| tiles,
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tiles. What are all the exhortations and
watnings delivered by the prophets to the
{furrounding nations, but {o many inftances
of this truth? But why do I mention thefe?
For what was there done, of any moment,
towards the convition and recovery of the
Jews, that did not extend, and proportian-
ably contribute to the reformation and im-
provement of the Gentiles? The miracles
~wrought in Egypt were fuch as the whole
world had a concern in; and {uch as the
whole world either beheld .or heard of, The
wonders afterwards performed in Canaan
«« declared the glory of God to the heathen ;
and manifefted his power to numerous
people 8, He dilcovered himfelf to the
Syrians both by goodnefs * and feverity!;
and the Aflyrians were likewife eye-witnefles
of his majefty k. Laftly, the miracles dif-
played in Babylon made him known, not
only throughout that province; but even

¢ Pfal xcvl. 3.

h 2 Kings v. §=—19.

b Ibid, xx, 28, 29,

K Ib. xxt. 33,

tﬁ rough
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through the extent of the Babylonith em-
pire’. Thefe miracles, it is granted, were
principally performed in favour of the Jews;
and to engage them in the fervice of their
mighty proteCtor. But then it muft be al-
lowed, that they were alfo adapted, as they
were farther intended, to correét the idola-
trous notions of the Gentiles; to convince
them, that the God, who could do fuch
wonders, muft be” far fuperior ta all gods;
and confequently, that 1t was their intereft
to join his people, in order to fhare his
favour and bleffing. Upon thefe principles,
the beft difpofed and moft confiderate among
them gradually forfook their 1dols ; and came
in to the Lord from all quarters of the uni-
verfe. For thus we are affured by thofe,
who were themfelves eye-witnefles of the
fa&—¢ that devout men,’’ 1. e, worfhippers
of the God of Ifracl, met together at Jeru-
{alem, “ out of every nation under heaven™.”

This was the great and elorious end,
‘which the Almighty had always in view,
' Dan, iii. 2q. vi, 2§—27.

-7 Alts . s,
1.
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i his {everal tranfattions with mankind.
And therefore, when he had finally ac-
complithed this gracious end ; when he had
acquired a people out of every nation; had
redeemed them from their ¢ bondage to the
elements of the world;” and had brought
them to the obedience and acknowledgement
of himfelf ; he then with-held his hand for
a time, and clofed up this {tupendous difpen-

{ation.

And now,

<« Blefled be the Lord God of Ifrael, who
alone could do fuch wondrous things; and
blefled be the name of his majefty for ever:
May all the earth be filled with his majeﬁy

n”

Amen, Amen?®,
* Pfal. Ixx. 18, 1q.

S E R-
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Jouyn ui 2.

Rabbi, wwe know that thou art a teacher come

Jfrom God: for no man can do thefe miracles
that thou doefl, except God be with him.

" Have endeavoured, 1n the courfe of the
preceding Lectures, to illuftrate the na-
ture, intent and propriety of that vaft and
extenfive chain of miracles, which runs
through the Old Teftament. If we purfue
the progrefs of divine adminiftration, and
enter into the New Teftament: we fhall

there difcover another remarkable chain of
" miracless
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miracles ; different indeed from the former
in their genius and complexion ; but equally
{uited to anfwer the end they were 1ntended
to ferve. For thofe, which we have already
confidered, were not more properly adapted
-~ to provey that Jehovah.is the one true God,
the cREATOR and GovERNoOR of the world;
than thefe, which now come to be difcufled,
are to demonftrate, that Jefus Chrift is the
promifed Mefliah, the Redeemer and Saviour
of mankind.

But we muft not advance too abroptly
For fince the propriety of the miracles de-
pends, in a great meafure, on the nature of
the dodirines, which they were wrought to
atteft s and fince thofe do@rines have likes
wife a manifeft reference to the moral ftate
and condition of the world; it is hence pres
vioufly ‘requifite, that we fhould take a dif-
tin@ and particular view of the real fitwation
of mankind, at the time of the commences
inent of this new difpenfation-that we may
- be able to judge what was fit and neceffary
to be-done for the promotion and accomplifhe
qnent of -that defign, which is the profefled

purpofe
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purpole of its mftitution: that 1s, what was
proper and neceflary to be done, for the
fpiritual umprovement of mankind ; for their
prefent virtue and comfort, and for their fu-
ture perfection and happinefs,

Now, though the preceding difpenfation
of providence, as 1t reclaimed the Jews, and
enlightened the Gentiles, was of great and
fignal advantage to the world ; nndkaﬂually
leflened, 10 a good degree, the bafenefs and
mifery of mankind; yet was it defetive 1n
feveral particulars neceflary to the perfeétion
and completion of therr felicity.,  As 1t was
ouiginally adapted to the diftin&t circum-
ftances, and principally calculated for the
{pecial benefit, of one particular people; it
muft therefore be, of courfe, unfuitable and
inadequate to the general neceffities of all:
even {uppofing, that all had been {o wife, at-
tentive, and induftrious, as to make the beft
and moft proper ufe of it, that it was capable
of being applied to. But the truth of the
cafe 1s; that both parties, Jews as well a
Gentiles, were highly blamable in this
refpet.  They wilfully negleted, debafed

Vor. I 1 and
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and corrupted thofe falutary doctrines and
inftructions they had received; and confe-
quently {unk, both in knowledge and pra-
tice, far below that meafure of improvement,
whereunto the difpenfation, under which
they lived, was intended and adapted to ad-
vance them.

For the Jews, notwithftanding their m-
duftry in making profelytes, and confequently
in extending the knowledge and worfhip of
the true God, yet groflly perverted the wife
and pious intentions of his law; and ren-
dered it in a'manner void and ufclefs. They
laid the principal ftrefs upon, and confined
their obfervance chiefly to, thé external,
thowy, and lefs momentous parts of 1t;
whilft they negle&ed the internal, weighty,
and fubftantial, to an aftonithing and thame-
ful degree, In fupport of thefe proceedings
they ran out into vain {peculations; and
thence formed fuch delufive comments on
the divine commands, as quite enervated
thetr force and efficacy : and at length con-
firmed this mode of interpretation by ground-

.. lefs traditions, and the authority of the Rab-
| bins.
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bins. ¢ Thus they made the commandments
of God of none,”” or almoft ¢ none effed,
by their foolith fpectilations and < tradi-
tions°:” And, though they retained ¢ the
form of godlinefs, were generally {ftrangers
to the power of 1te.”

In the mean time, the Gentiles, though
improved in civil knowledge; and advanced
m the cultivation of {ocial virtues, were yet
mvolved 1n dangerous errours with tegard
to religion and a moral life. Nay indeed,
when civit khowledge increafed among them,
religious knowledge (which is fomething
{trange) declined, abated, and loft ground .
Durittg the fimplicity of remoter times,
men thought it their duty, and made it
their praltice, to adhere to thofe venerable
and tenowned principles, which had
been catefully inculcated by ‘their an-
ceftors ; and were looked upon as of divine

° Muartth, xv. & DMark vii, 13
P 2, Tim. iii. ¢ See more in Bp. Law’s Theory of Rel,
Part 1L, p. 166, Note ().
% See this proved at large in LELAND’S Advantage of the
Chriftian Religion; vol. L ¢hap. xx, p. 217, &¢. 8vo.
12 original,
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original. But when learning and philofophy
began to flourith; it made them captious,
vain, and arrogant—ready to difpute every
point, and to call in queftion al} former po-
ﬁtiolls. When « they became thus {ceptical
and ¢ vain in their Imaginations,” they
either defpifed thofe genuine and truly
{fublime docrines, which had pafled down
from ancient ages; or corrupted them by
falfe and bafe mixtures. So, ¢ profefling
themielves wife, they became fools ™" ex-
'_travagant in theory, and degenerate in prac-
tice®,

Not that I would be thought to intimate,
as if all good principles were extinct among
them, and no traces of virtue to be found :
For that would be injurious to their real
charater, and contradiCtory to the truth of
things. Some general notions, relating to
the exiftence and attributes of the Deity;
fome general i1deas of a governing provi-
- dence, conftantly infpecting the behaviour

* Ronm 1. 22. .
s Vide Creric. Prol. Ecc. Hitt. Seét. I1. Mosug M. de rebus‘
Chriftianis ante Conftantinum. cap. 1, § 21,

and
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and conduét of mankind, {till remaimned un-
estinguithed among them. And thefe no-
tions, however obicured, or however de-
bafed, failed not to produce fome landable
cffe&ts, n: laying reftraints on vice and
wickednefs ; and keeping up the face of order
and regularity m every ftate. But the point
I would inculcate 1s this—that what pafled
for religion among the heathens, had no re-
- ference to the true God; and no farther re-
gard to good morals than the mtereft of the
{tate required. And therefore, as Seneca
well obferves, ¢ that man muft fall in-
finitely thort of the perfection of virtue, who
meafured his goodnefs by legal nght, and
the public inttitutions of his country +”
And though 1t thould be remembered, to
the lafting honour of human nature, that
there are {everal nftances recorded of men,

t Quam anguita innocentia eft, ad legem bonum effe? Quanto
latius officiorum patet, quam juris regula? Quam multa pietas,
humanitas, liberahtas, juilitia, fides exigunt, que omnia extra
publicas tabulas fuat? SeNEc. de Ira, hib. 1i. cap. xxvi

I 3 who,
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who, prompted by a happy difpofition of
temper, and guided by the diQates of {u-
perior reafon, prattifed higher apd more
exalted virtues, than ever were prefcribed by
the laws of the ftate; yet 1t muft {till be
confeflfed, that thefe inftances are compara-
tively few; and that the bulk of the people
did not live up even to that ftacdard of moral
goodnefs, which was erected and eftablithed
for the rule of their altiens. And had they
advanced to its full height, how very low
would they have then ftood on the icale or
alcent of virtue! For the laws and inftitu-
tions of every community, however excellent
in fome refpets, were extremely defeltive in
athers. They were all fundamentally wrong
in that main branch of moral duty, which
regards the fervice, worfhip, and sdoration,
that we owe to the great and true God,
They were alfo wrang 1 the exceffive in-
dulgence, which they freely allowed to the
{fenfual and vigious paffions. And they were
na lefs wrong in providing rather for the n-

| tereft
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screft of the ftate, than for the improvement
of human nature.

Nor was philofophy, with all its admired
excellencies v, ever able, either to {upply the
manifold defets of thefe laws, or to corre&t
thetr pernicious errours. It had time enough
to try 1ts ftrength ; and to exert, to the full,
1ts boaited powers. But it tried and laboured
in vain—For, after all its efforts, it ¢ was
found wanting :”’ being often dubious about
feveral poings of importance to be fettled;
and always too weak to enforce even thofe,
which 1t judged and knew to be right.

Sipce 1t appears then, that the Mofaic in-
{titution was fo far perverted and depraved
by the Jews, as to have loit nearly its whole
cffect on their fentiments, difpofitions, and.
manners: and that the laws and inftru@ions
delivered to the Gentiles, were infufficient to
lead them to the night knowledge and prac-
tice of their duty: how needful was 1t for
the veformation and improvement of man-

® YVide CiceEron. Tufcul. Difput. lib. 1. cap. iv. et v. lib. 1t
cap. 11, lib. iv, cap. xxxviii. lib. v. cap. ii.

14 kind,
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kind, that {ome higher, more perfe&, and
more powerful difpenfation fhould be at
length mtroduced and eftablifhed m the
world! And how extremely gracious muft
it be 1n the Deity, to {fupport the {ertous, con-
templative, and faithful, by clearand repeated
affurances, known to the Gentiles * as well
as the Jews, that he had compafhonately de-
termined, at a proper fealon, to fend one
from heaven to promulgate and eftabhith {fuch
a difpenfation among them ¢(—A difpenfation
that thould extend to the whole human race:
that thould corret the miftakes, errours, and
prejudices, under which they laboured ; that
thould fupply the defefts of the former in-
ftitutions ; and convey to the world every
thing requifite to life and godlinefs.

What thefe requifites were, may eafily
be deduced from the fituation and circums-
{tances that we find the world to have been
now in. And here 1t 1s obvious to remark,
that when mankind forfook their idols, and

* PraTon. Alcibiad. 2, in fine. Jameric, de Vit PyTua-
GOR A, Cap, Xxvill. p. 124, &c. Ed. Kufter. ..

» became
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hecame acquainted with the true God, they
became likewife {enfible of the manifold of-
fences they had commutted againft him ; and
confequently fenfible of the great and abfo-
lute need they had, of obtainmng his pardon
and forgivenefs of them. DBut the aflurance
of his pardon they could no otherwife obtain
than by an exprefs declaration from himfelf.
And, as no declaration of that kind, no ge-
neral promife of pardon on repentance, had
been made to the world at large before; it
was therefore manifeftly the firft thing,
which the ftate and condition of mankind
now required to be done for them. But
then it was only the firft.

For {uppofe this neceflity ﬁIpphed——-fup-
pofe that God, overlooking thofe times of
sgnorance and errour, had declared his for-
givenefs of their paft fins, and his readinefs
a0 accept them on their fincere repentance s
yet, what would that avail, unlefs they alfo
clearly underftood how to ferve him accept-
ably for the future? And how was it pofhble
for them to nnderfhnd this, unlefs he gave

them
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them fuch a plain, perfe& and complete rule
of life, as would infallibly dire& them to all
the duties, which he required at their hands?
Such a rule then was another thing they ftood
in need of, as a neceflary guide in the ways
of godlinefs.

Now let us admit, that they had accord-
ingly obtained fuch a rule of life; had got
fuch a perfe& fyftem of morals aGually de-
livered to t%__cm ; yet the known and expe-
rienced weaknefs of their nature would have
joon and fenfibly convinced them, that they
were far from being equal to the difficulties
of their duty ;—to the praétice of that moral
rule. And then, what fignified the rule,
or where was the ufe and benefit of the
fyftem, unlefs they were fupplied at the fame
time with an addition of ftrength, fufficient
to enable them to obey its direions? This
{upply of grace then, to aid and ftrengthen
the infirmities of nature, was another thing
ndifpenfably requifite for the attainment of
~holinefs, and confequently of eternal hap-
pinefs.

put
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But fuppole likewile, that they were ac-
cordingly endowed with this neceflary ad-
dition of firength, and enabled to aé in pur-
{uance of the precepts delivered to them;
yet, as the allurements of {enfe led them
aftray, and contmually prompted them to
mifapply their abilities ; and as the fan&tions
of nature were too light to counter-balance
the force, and to reftrain the influence, of
thefe allurements; {fo i1t hence plainly
follows, that they had great need of fome
weightier motives to determine their choice,
and keep them invariably in the road of
duty :—motives fufficient, as well to deter
them from the purfuit of vice under its moft
engaging appearances; as to animate and
excite them to the prattice of virtue under
the moft prefling, and formidable difcourage-
ments, But fuch motives could only be
dertyed from the clear profpect of another
ftate ; in which they were to partake of hap-
pinels or mifery to all eternity according to
their ternporal condu&t; according as they
difcharged or negleted the duties, that were
here
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here prefcribed to them. This profpe&t there-
fore of a future {tate of rewards and punith-
ments was another point, which the intereft
of virtue, and the fecurity of human hap-
pinefs, evidently required to be cleared up,
and laid open to the view of the world.

But ftill, as the bulk of mankind had no
conception of being either happy or mifer-
able hereafter, but in the fame bodies they
poflefs here, which yet they obferved to be
deftroyed by death”; fo it feems to be more-
over neceflary, to give thele motives their
full weight, that proper affurance fheuld
be conveyed to the world of a general refur-
re¢tion to come—when every foul is to be
clothed agam with tts own body, to receive

- ¥ In terram enim cadenttbus corporibus, hifque humo tedus,
¢ quo ditum et humari, fub terra cenfcbant reliquam vitam agi
snortuorum-——Tantumaque valuig crror—ut, corpora cremata cum
{cirent, tamen ea fieri apud interas fingerent, quee {ine corporibus
nec fieri poflent, nec intelligt.  Animos cnim per fetpios viven-
- tes non poterant mente complecti 3 formam ahquam figuramque
querchant.  Crceronis Tufcul, Difpuat. lib, 1. cap, xvi.

the
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the things done 1 that body, whether thev
were good or evil.

Such then, and {fo many things were ne-
ceflary to the reformation and improvement
of the world : things, which the former dif-
penfations either left wholly unfupplied; or,
at beft, fupplied i {o imperfeét a manner,
as to be of little fervice n the condu& of
life. Whenever therefore that perfedt dif-
‘penfation took place in the world, which
God had promifed finally to eftablifh ; which
was formed to {upply all the deficiences of
former inftitutions ; and to conduét. mankind
to the perfection of virtue, as the means of
attaining the perfection of happinefs: when-
ever, | {ay, that revelation appeared unto
men, which was thus mtended to reform
and improve them; we are unavoidably led
to prefume, that the forementioned articles,
{o neceflary to the accomplithment of 1ts
grand defign, muft make a confiderable part
of its contents: muft be laid down therein
with full precifion; and propofed with au-

thority to the belief of the world.
But
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But then 1t 1s to be obferved, that no du-
thority could induce the world to accept
thefe articlesy as the declarations of God,
but that which could exhibit f{ufficient evi-
detice of their being really delivered by him.
And fince miracles alone were looked upon
by mankind, as fuch a perfe&t and fatisfac-
tory evidence; 1t neceflarily follows from
the reafon of things, that this reveiation
fhould be confirmed by miracles: by miracles
appropriated to the doltrines it contdined:
and adapted to exemplify their truth and
certamty, For we are by no means to efteemn
miracles, though I fear we are too apt to
efteem them, as mere arbitrary, random
alts, refulting from the divine will and
pleafure; but as neceffary, determinate and
rational alts, direlted by the ¢counfel of wif-
dotm, and accommodated to the nature of
thofe feveral points, which they were de-
figned to confirm and f{upport.

Now this being the cafe; if any perfon
thould ever appear under the charalter ot

that prophet, that was t6 come into the
world ;
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world ; under the charaer, I mean, of the
promifed Mefhah ; as the end of his miﬁ?qn
neceflarily required, that he fhould, among
other things, make a fulland perfet revelation
God’s will to mankind, and confirm that reve-
lation by appropriate miracles ; {o the truth of
his miffion muft of courfe depend on the cet-
tainty of his {fo domng. Aud therefore all
claims to that title are beft and fooneft de-
termined by a {trict application to this fimple
rule.

Now, of all the perfons, who afflumed to
themfelves the charalter of the Meffiah,
Jelus of Nazareth 1s the only one, whofe
claim deferves our regard. This man, 1if
it be lawful to call him a man, who was
truly « the fon of God,” made a very ¢x-
traordinary figure 1n the world. His birth
was attended with many great, wonderful,
and 1lluftrious occurrences?: {uitable to
the dignity of the defcent he claimed; and
fitted to awaken the attention of the world

2 Matth. 11, 21. Luke i1, g-=-14,

1o
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to what he fhould in time perform. At
a proper feafon he entered on his miniftry
with the public and fignal approbation of
heaven®: and, in the courfe of it, opencd
to the world a new and aftonithing {cene ot
‘things, <« He went about teachmg
the {ynagogues, and preaching the gofpel of
the kingdom;” the glad tidings of ap-
proaching falvation. ¢ And,” to confirm
and illuftrate thefe tidings, he repeatedly
<¢ healed all manner of ficknefs, and all
manner of difeafe among the people®.”
In a word, he performed an mfinite nums-
ber of miracles ; and, on thec authority of
thofe miracles, eftablifhed-a more perfect
inftitution of Religion—even fuch as pre-
tends to fupply and fill up all the dehici-
encies of the preceding difpenfations; and
to adminifter every thing, i abundant
meafure, that is neceflary to the improve-
ment, the perfection, and the happincls o
marn.

2 Matth. 1. 16, 17. Mar. 1, 10, 17. Luke it =2,
b Matth. iv, 23.—i%. 3.

2 - Thele



SERMON XVI. 13

Thele are fuch weighty, and intereft-
mg pretenfions, as render the Gofpel highly
worthy of our moft ferious regard, and
attentive confideratton.  And f{ince it ap-
pears to be fo much our concern, we fhall
therefore make 1t our future bufinefs, to
infpeét and examine its contents ; 1n order
to fee how far 1t really aniwers all thefe
preat and mighty pretenfions, to which it
is continually making claim. Though the
fubject 1s wide, yet the whole of our inquiry
may completely be reduced to thefe two heads.

1. ¢« Whether the doftrines of the Gofpel
do m fact aflert, that Jefus Chrift has fup-
plied the world with all thole means, which
we have now f{pectfied to be neceflary to

39

{alvation ?

And, if {o,

2. ¢« Whether the miracles therein re.
corded do fufficiently prove the truth of thefe
doftrines 3 and evince to the world, that
their author 1s able effe€tually to {ave and to
blefs thofe, who place their truft and con-
{idence 1n him ¢’ -

Yor. 1. K If
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If thele points appear upon examination
to be well grounded, and firmly {upported ;
then will there remain not the leaft doubt,
that Jefus Chrift 1s the predicted Meffiah; -
the great ¢ prophet that fhould come into
the world:’ and that his Golpel 1s that
laft and perfe& difpenfation, which was de-
figned for the recovery of all mankind:
and which, 1n confequence of that defign,
¢ thoroughly furnifhes” them with all the
means, and powerfully encourages them
by all reafonable motives, to live {oberly,
righteoufly and godly in this prefent
life <3 that they may be fitted and dif-
pofed for the full enjoyment of that con-
{ummate happinefs, which is referved for
the faithful in the life to come.

Now, to Him, who, as at this time,
condefcended to take our nature upon
him; and who, n that nature, willingly
performed for us every thing that was
needful to redeem us from iniquity ; and

¢ Tit: iil 12:

make
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make us fit to be partakers of eternal
olory: To Him, who {fo loved us, and
gave himielf for us, be afcribed, as 1s moit
due, all grateful praife, adoration, and
honour, from henceforth and for ever-
more, Amen.

K 2 S E R-
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M.ﬁ'a.i.TT H- IX. 25

And behold they brought to him a man fick of the
pally, lying on a bed: and Jefus feeing their
faith, faid unto the fick of the palfy, Son, be
of good cheer ; thy fins be forgiven thee.

HEN Jefus Chrift appeared in the
world; he declared, in conformity
to the chara&er he had aflumed, that the
grand defign and purpofe of his coming
was « to redeem and fave finners®s” ¢ that

¢ Matth, xviii. 11, Lukeix. 6.

K 3 wholo-
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whofoever believed in him might not
finally perifh, but have or enjoy everlafting
lifee,”’

Now the firft thing, as we have already
oblerved, neceflary to the comfort and fal-
vation of finners, was an aflurance of pardon
for their paft offences: an aflurance that
God would accept their repentance ; and be
reconciled to them on the reformation of
their lives. Suitably therefore to this ne-
ceflity, the Gofpel informs us, that John
the Baptift was fent before ¢¢ to prepare the
way of the Lord ; and to give knowledge of
falvation unto his people, by the remiffion
of their finsf” And we are morcover in-
formed, that God was in Chrift reconciling
the world unto himfelf, not imputing their
trefpafles unto them &,”

In purfuance of this plan, and as a proof
of its divinity, when Chrift entered on < the
miuniftry of reconciliation,” he not only pub-
hihed a general declaration of pardon upon

¢ John 111, 16.
£ Luke 1, 77. -
& 2 Cor., v. 19,
the
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the condition of repentance and amendment
of life™; but he alfo forgave fome faithful
penitents their fins 1n form?*; as an earneft
or pledge of what he promifed to do for
all others, who were equally qualified. And
that the promife was general 1s evident from
his own words. Yor, at the clofe of his re-
fidence here on earth, he exprefly told his
difciples, « that” this doltrine of ¢ repen-
tance and remiffion of fins fhould be
preached in his name,” not only among the
Jews, but even ¢ among ALL nations*:”
of which, indeed, he had given them fre-
quent intimations before ; by extending his
regard to « ftrangers and foreigners!;’’ and
making them objets of his mercy and bene-
ficence j even at the time, when his miniftry
was confined ¢ to the loft fheep of the
houfe of Ifrael,” And therefore, -as thofe
difciples, who were more immediately con-
cerned with the Jews, had it in commiffion

h Mark 1. 14, 15. Luke xxiv. 47. Acls x. 38,

b Matth. ix. 2. John v. 14

k Luke xxiv. 47.

¥ Matth, xv. 21—28. Mar, vii, 26—30. Luks vis 17, 18,

K 4 tQ



iz6 SERMON XVIIL
to teach them, that « Chrift was exalted to
be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give re-
-entance to Hrael, and forgivenefs of fins™;
L. that therr fins were,’’ on this condition,
~ccordingly ¢¢ forgiven them for his name’s
fake®:” fo likewife St. Paul, that great and
celebrated Apoltle of the Gentiles, had the
very fame thing in charge., For thus his
commiffion runs. ¢ I will {fend thee,” faith
the Lord, far hence unto the Gentiles °; to
open their eyes, to turn them from darknefs
to light, and from the power of Satan unto
God;” that 1s, to bring them to repentance,
‘ that they may receive forgivenefs of fins;
and,” if they fulfil their duty, ¢ an inheri-
tance among them, who are fanctified by
faith®” Agreeably to the tenour of this
commiffion, ¢ they all went forth, and
preached every where ;™ exhorting the people
“ to repent and reform, that their fins might

m AQs v. 31.

" Ephef, iv. 32.
o Afts xxn. 21.
P Alls xxvi. 18,

“be
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be blotted out; and that” they might hap-
pily enjoy that « divine refrethment,” which

infeparably attends the comfortable affurance

of pardon and forgivenefs.
Hence then it appears, that the firft article

we have {pecified, as neceflary to the comfort
and falvation of the world, 1s amply fupplied
and extended to the world by this general
doctrine of grace and remifhon.

- But here it may be urged, « that though
the doctrine is full and pertinent, adequate
to the wants, and {uitable to the withes, of
all mankind; yet, how does it appear, that
mankind could reafonably confide in it
could fafely depend upon it? Had they any
evidence offered them, that Jefus was poflefled
of the power he claimed ; any {ecurity given
them, that the fins he undertook to forgive

were indeed forgiven !

Evidence, you will find, and fecurity in
abundance : {ufficient to remove every doubt,
and to eftablith peace in the moft anxious
mind. For.what 1s 1t to forgive fins? Is it
not to deliver from thofe ill effe&ts which fin

2 . produces,
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produces, or to which it renders the finner
obnoxious? But the primary effe@ts and
confequences of fin were difeafes and death.
And then, what can be conceived a {tronger
proof, a plamer evidence, of the real and
aCtual forgivenefs of fins; than to behold
finners relieved of their difeafes, and deli-
vered from the jaws of death, at the inftant
they were pronounced fo forgiven? Now,
this proof Jefus gave them. For ¢ he healed
all manner of ficknefs, and all manner of
difeafe among the people 4.”

And this proof, it fhould be remarked,
muft appear to the Jews peculiarly plam and
appropriate. For bealing and forgivmg are
not only connelted frequently in their writ-
ings; but even ftand i their language as
fynonymous terms. Thus ‘the Plalmuit,
enumerating the manifold mercies of God,
celebrates him in the fame breath as ¢ for-
giving his fins, and healing his infirmities~.”
The prophet Ifaiah, defcribing the perverfe-
nefs and obftinacy of the Jews, complains,

9 Matth. iv, 23,
r Pfal. ciii, 3. +
that
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that ¢ they had made their heart grofs, and
their ears heavy, and had clofed their eyes;
lelt they fhould fee with their eyes, and
hear with their ears, and underftand with’
their heart, and fthould return, and &
healed* ;" which Jonathan in his Targum
on the place tranflates, < and be forgiven.”
This text 15 quoted by St. Matthew : and ac-
cording to him, ends, like the prophet’s,
with ¢ ] thould bea/ them®.”” But St. Mirk,
attending to the thing impled, alters the
phrafe, and, conformably to the paraphraft,
reads at the clofe, and thewr fins fhould be
forgiven them®”” So that the conneftion,
you fee, between the cures performed and
the doltrine promulged, was in a manner
forced and obtruded on their obfervation by
the very genius and 1diom of their language;

* Ch, vi. 10,

t Ch, xil. 135,

v Ch, iv, 12. ‘This phrafeology enters alfo into the Epiftles,
and deferves to be well attended to. Thus the perfons, whom
St, Paul, Rom, v. 6. calls acderdr, are called in the 8th verle

spaglonsr,  Other inftances are frequent.

L 4

by
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by the modes of expreflion current among
them.

But this evidence may be placed in another
light: and m that light, perhaps, it may to
us appear {tronger.

Certain difeafes were looked upon by all
nations *, and more efpecially by the Jews,
as punithments inflited for certain fins.
This notion was infpired by the law, and
ftrongly imprefled on their apprehenfions.
It feems to have been always uppermoft in
their minds. For hence it was, that the
difciples were fo ready, when ¢ they faw
the man who had been blind from his birth,”
to afk our Saviour that queftion-—¢ Who
did fin, this man or his parents, that he

x The Petfians expeliecl ¢vety one that was aﬂii&ed'with the

leprofy out of their cities, believing fuch to have drawn this pu-
nithment upon themfelves, by committing fome offence againt

the Sun, Heronot. Clio cap. cxxxvjii, And the Egyptians
efleemed the blindnels which befel their king, Pheron, as a
judgment upon him for his impiety againit their great god, the
river Nile, Heropot. Euterp. cap. xi. Dropor. Sicul.
Biblioth. lib. 1. cap. v. '

Was
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was born blind ¥’ And hence alfo it was,
that our Saviour himfelf thought it neceffary

to caution fome, whom he had cured of
their ailg, < to take care of their condu&, and

fin no more ; left a worfe thing fhould hap-
pen unto them *.”

The difeafes chiefly denounced by the
law agamnft all’ wilful and prefumptuous of-
fenders, are the leprofy, palfy, madnefs, and
blindnefs*, And thefe, it 1s obfervable, are
among the chief of thofe difeafes, which our
Saviour miraculoufly cured®. Now, if the
acceffion or infliction of thefe difeafes was a
fure token, as 1t plainly was, of God’s dif-
pleafure againft {uch oftenders; was not the
{udden removal, or miraculous cure of

¥ John ix, 1, 2.
2 John v, 14,

* Deut, xxviil, 1¢, &c,

> Lepers cleanfed, Matth, viii. 2, 3, Luke xvii. 1210,
Paralytics cured, Matth, viii, 6,~~ix, 2, &c.
Lunatics or mad cured, Matth. iv. 24.—xvii. 1 &, &c.
Blind reftored to fight, Matth. ix. 27~=30, XX, 30~—34.
Johp ix, 1a=y,

them,
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them, as evident a token of his forgivenefs?
Suppole you were to {ee an imprifoned male-
factor eafed of his chainsy and fet at liberty
before your eyes ; could you poffibly doubt
of his having procured or received the
king’s pardon? But, what the releafe of this
prifoner would be to us, the fame were the
cures, which Jefus wrought on thofe
-~ finners, to the Jews: vifible inftances of the
remiffion of their punifhments; and there-
fore the propereft and moft convincing
proofs of the remiffion of their fins.

But ft1ll 1t may be urged, ¢ that notwith-
ftanding thefe fanative miracles were thus
~ properly adapted in their conflitution, yet,
how does it follow, that they were deftined
i their intention, to prove this dotrine
of the forgivenefs of fins? For they are
ieldom, 1f ever, applied by Chrift to this
purpofe.”

We grant indeed, and would have it ob-
ferved to the credit of the Gofpel,. that
Chrift was very {paring in making fuch pre-
cile and formal applications. He judged it

{fuflicient,
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{ufficient, in general, barely to exhibit the
miracles; without either explamning their
force, or pointing out their mtention, The
former he left to be determined by the judg-
ment of thofe who faw them ; and the latter
to be inferred from the occafions on which
they were wrought. In thort, he fuffered
the miracles to {peak for him in their own
language. And to the candid and ingenuous
they {poke plamn enough. For {uch no
fooner beheld the works, than they per-
ceived their connetion and affinity with
the dotrines; and acknowledged themf{elves
convinced. But where vices and prejudices
diftorted the judgment; and led men to
cavil, and raife objections; there he pro-
ceeded, 1n vindication of himfelf, and for
the {ake of the truth, after another manner.
He argued the cafe; confuted their cavils;
and applied the miracles to the points in-
tended.

Of this we have a remarkable inftance
with refpect to the article now before us.
When the paralytic was brought to Chrift

at
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at Capernaum, he faid to the man, ¢ Thy
fins are forgiven thee.”” This declaration
the fcribes and pharifees cenfured as blaf-
phemous; as a bold invafion of the preroga-
tive of God: for ¢¢ who can forgive fins but
God only /” In anfwer to this obje&ion, and
to make 1t apparent that he arrogated to
himfelf no -higher power than what he
really poflefled, he refers them at once to
the miracle; and pertinently atks them—
«« Whether 1s eafier? to fay, Thy fins are
forgiven thee; or to fay, Arife, and walk.
But that ye may know, that the Son of Man
hath power on earth to forgive fins, Arife,
(faith he to the fick of the pally) take up
thy bed, and go unto thine houfe. And hc
arofe, and departed to his houfe.” Here,
the miracle 1s by our Saviour himfelf ex-
prefly applied to the do&trine: applied to
prove, that he was divinely empowered to
forgive fins. And indeed it proved 1t in fo
diftin&, and {o clear a manner, that the un-
prejudiced multitude were ‘inftantly con-
vinced ; and with joyful gratitude ¢ glorihed

God,
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God, who had given Him < fuch power’
for the beuefit and confolation of men.

But this power of forgivenefs which God
gave to Chnft, Chnift alfo gave to his dif
ciples; and then declared, that ¢ whole
{oever fins they fhould remit, were acccord-
ingly remitted to them®” And when ¢ he
fent them out to preach” this doftrine, he
conferred upon them, as the Evangelift ob-
ferves, the farther ¢ power of healing ficke
nefles <,”” by way of proof and confirmation
of it, And we find them m confequence
«« travelling through the towns, preaching
the Goipel, and healing every where f.”

But as they conceived, while their mafter
refided here on earth, that the powers they
poflefled were derived from him, and there-
fore had recourfe to him only; fo, when
they judged 1t neceflary, after his departure,

¢ Matth, ix. 8. Adla tfugizr Taadtm o5 arfpumag, fortafle
73 alpima, € to the man:” . e, Chrift Jefus—otherwife it muft
be conftrued, as above, ** for the benefit, &c. of men.” See
Eph. iv, 8.

d John xx, 21.

© Mark il 13,

€ Laoke ix, 6.

Vor. 1. L to
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to apply to God for the continuance ot
them, 1t is very remarkable, that the fole
power, which they particularly requefted,
was the power of curing difeates. And they
feem to have prayed, « that God would
ftretch forth his hand,” and enable them
‘¢ to healt,’”” not oh]y as it was an Inftance,
expreflive of the vital and f{aving efficacy of
the Gofpel in general; but more efpecially
{o of the truth and certainty of this primary
doctrine of it—the pardon and forgivenefs of
fins.  And it 1s farther to be oblerved, that
the firft miracle of healing they wrought,
was attended with {ueh circumftances, as
plainly thewed, that the efficacy of Chift’s
name, and confequently the forgtvenefs to
be obtained through it, extended backwards
and forwards ; to times paft as well as futuie.
Itor fince ¢¢ the man. had been lame from
his mother’s womb, and was now above
forty vears old, when this miracle of heal-
ing was performed upon him®;” it s evi-

8 Acts v, 29, 30

b A L 2, 220

dent >
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dent, that the virtue of Chrift’s name, though
“difplayed after he left the world, yet reached
to the cure of thofle maladies; which had
their exiftence, before he ever came into it.
And fince the Jews were taught, that ¢ there
was none other name under heaven, where-
by they could be cured,” and, of courfe,
forgiven, butonly the name of Jefus Chrift
how highly muft it concern them, to attend
to the proofs, which the Apoftles gave of
his being the Mefliah! How truly did it
behove them, to culttvate thofe candid and
ingenuous: notions, that would lead them to
believe on him; and to practife that repen-
tance atid holinefs of hife, which were
the indifpenfable cendition of their receiving
pardon !

For it remains il to be confidered, that
the dotrine of forgivenefs was not promif=
cuoufly and indifcriminately propofed to
perfons of all charalters: but was prudently
ouarded, and firi¢tly limited to certain difs
pofitions and qualifications ;—to fuch dif-
pofitions and qualifications as rendered it con-

fitent with the interelt of virtue, and the
1. 2 advance-
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advancement of that holinefs, which 1t was
the chief defign of the Gofpel to promote.
Without this reftri&ion, it would have been
liable to be abufed to the moft pernicious
purpofes. Men of perverfe minds would
have ¢ turned the grace of our God into
lafcmoufilefs' . and becaufe mercy abounded,
would have made their fins to abound the
morek,”” To cut off therefore the occafion
of finning from thofe who would have been
ready to lay hold on {fuch an occafion ; nay,
to convince them of the abfolute neceffity of
repentance, and a {incere reformation of life
and manners; Chrift exprefly required Faith,
as an indifpenfable qualification for obtain-
ing eithér a cure of their ails, or the pardon
of their iniquities.

- Now Faith 1s a very complex term ; and
comprehends under 1t many excellent graces,
noble endowments, and amiable difpofitions.
Accordidg to its original and primary accep-
tation in the Jewith theology, it may be
faid to denote in general, ¢¢ that candid and
i Jude. 4. :

k Rems v, 20,
INgenuous
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ingenuous temper of mind, which 1s dif-
poled to receive and to digeft the great and
important truths of religion for the benefit
and 1mprovement of the foull.”” Hence
then 1t implies a fincere love of truth; an
anxious diligence in the purfuit of it; and
1 {teady refolutton of ating always conform-
ably to 1t. As referred to Chrift, it mani-
feftly implies the following particulars: a
ferious attention to his dotrines—an impar-
tial exammnation of the truth of thofe doc-
trines 3 and of the proofs he gave of his di-
vine miffion—a hearty belief, grounded on
thole proofs, of his being the truc and pro-
mifed Meffiah : —1n confequence of this be-
lief, a proper and worthy opinion of him;
an humble truft and reliance vpon him; an
entire refignation to his will; and dutiful
obedience to all his commands.

From this analyfis of faith; this parti-
cular ennmeration of the feveral good qua-
lities concentred in it; it is eafy to fee with
what {ecurity, as well as lenity, the forgive-

' Heyrin’s LeSures, vol, 1,

L 3 nefs
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nefs of fins might-be annexed to 1t. For
where {uch a faith, as we have now ex-
plamed, worked at the root, it could not
fail of anfwering effeCually the end of the
Gofpel ; of producing 1n time ¢ the plen-
tiful fruits of good living.” This then was,
of all qualifications, the moft firictly in-
{ifted upon ; and indeed the moft defervedly:
becaufe it was that which cave life and
vigour to ail Chuftiag virtues, Now, its
value and efficacy being fo momentous; fo
fignally conducive to the advancement of
plety ; it 15 no wonder that we find it fo
frequently and highly celebrated in Scrip-
rure; and hopourcd with fuch mighty pri-
vileges :—No wonder, that ¢ it was counted
unto men for righteoufnefs :*’ that it entitled
them to the pardon of their palt fins; and
recommended thiem to the future favour of
God. )

To imprefs the world with a due fenfe
of the meritorious efficacy of {uch a Belief;
and confequently to engage men in the cul-
;ivapion of 1t: Chrift frcquenp]y declared to
, thole, who made their humble applications

7
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¢o him, ¢ that 1t was their faith that {faved
them, ¢ or made them whole:” m other
words, that it was their fincere and candid
difpofition ; their open acknowledgement of
hum, as the Nefliah ¢ their devout confidence
in his goodnefs s and their firm refolution of
obeying his laws; that rendered them ob-
1ects of his mercy—that fitted them for the
cure they then received; and moreover en-
titled them to that higher Dblefling, thc
pardon or releafe from {in, of which the cure
was 4 p%oof and emblem. A declaration, as
difcouraging to wice, as 1t was favourable
to virtue. For while it adminiftered to the
penitent and well-difpofed all nmaginable
comfort: 1t excluded the wicked, the obiti-
nate, and unbeliving from all hopes ot be-
nefit or advantage, And there{ore a deciara-
ilon that thould excite them to corre&t and
reform their tempers; to cultivate good and
worthy difpofitions; and to advance i the
fove and praltice of virtue; in order to be
qualiic for the participation of thotfe blef-
fings, that were gracioufly tendered to them,

1. 4 For
"
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For where there was no faith; that is, where
the forcmentioned qualifications were want-
ing ; there Chrift could perform no cures.
Though « the power of the Lord was prefent
to heal™,” yet fuch faithlefs perfons were
not adapted to receive its virtue. Thus it
is particularly recorded by St. Matthew,
that, ¢¢ when our daviour came to his own
city Nazareth,” and found the mnhabitants
obftinate and malicious, ¢ he wrought not,”
or rather, ¢ could not work many miracles
there, becaufe of their unbelief».”* But to
make 1f, hpwever, the more clearly appear,
- that the defe&t was entircly their own; St.
Mark obierves, that < he laid his hands on
a few fick folks,”” whofc fuilerings had pro-
bably rendered thém better difpofed than
others, * and they all recovered °.’?

On {uch terms did our Lord, 1n the days
of his fleth, extend his mercy to thofe n

Paleftine, who reforted to him for relief i —

m Take v, 1y,
o Ch, x11. 8.
_ﬂ Chl .vi? 5‘.!
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On {uch terms did he neal their difeafes, and
pardon their fins.  Now we have alfo our
{ins and maladies ; which can only be cured,
can only be forgiven, on the {fame conditions.
If we mean that our {ins thould be blotted
out, and our fpiritual nfirmities firength-
ened ; we muft apply to Chrift with a deep
and penitent {enfe of our guilt; and with a
fincere defire of being delivered from it, We
muft approach him with an humble con-
fidence, that he will, according to his pro-
mife, make up what 1s wanting 1 our na-
ture by the fuccours of his heavenly grace,
And 1f we approach him with thefe proper
difpofitions, we may reft aflured, that « his
orace will be fufficient for us:” fufficient to
deliver us from our paft oftences; and to
firengthen our weaknefs for future and
better fervices. For he 1s no lefs powerful,
now he 1s in heaven; than he formerly was,
when he lived on earth. ¢ The fulnefs of
the Godhead dwells in him” for our ufe.
And m the power of the divinity ¢« he 1
always” and every where < prefent’ with

Us 3
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us ; ready to communicate all the affiftance,
that our neceflities can want or require,
Thou'gh he does not now, as in time paft,
«¢ travel about” 1 a vifible form ¢ through
all the cities and villages, healing thofe that
have need of healing?;”” yet neverthelefs,
he has eftablithed the true relision and its
ordinances 1 every city and wvillage; and
if the inhabitants of thefe cities and villages
would duly atttend the worfhip of God, and
join with pious and devout affeCtions 1n the
cltablithed ordmances of religion; they
would experience, to thewr comfort, {uch
divine nfluence to be dertved therefrom,
as would effe@ually cure all the maladies
and diforders of their {ouls: and raife their
powers to the meafure of their duty. PBut
then they fhould be careful to employ
thefe powers 1n the difcharge of their du-
ties—in ‘¢ adding to their faith the virtues”
of an ufeful and holy converfation. For then
only when we begin to ¢ 'have our fruit

P Matth.1x, 350 Mark vi, 6, Luke xiil, 22,

unte
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unto holinefs,” can we hope that ¢ the end
will be everlafting life 1.”

Now to God the Father, God the Son,

and God the Holy Ghoft, be afcribed, as
is moft due, all honour and glory, &c.

Amen.
9 Rom. vi1, 22,
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S ER MON XIX.

Rom. xi1 2.

—That ye may prove, what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect will of God.

T has been already thewn, 1n a former

Difcourfe, how amply and effetually
the firft thing, requifite to the falvation of
finners, was provided for in the Gofpel of
Chrift: that 1s, how fully and clearly the
dottrine of forgivenefs was, according to the
neceflity of their cafe, promulged and con-
firmed to the whole world.

But
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But this doltrine of the forgivenefs of
paft fins, however clearly proved, could
afford mankind Dbut little comfort, unlefs
they praltifed for the future what was
¢ Jawful and right.”” But alas! they were
not able, in many and important inftances,
to difcever what the right was. The mfti-
tutions of the Gentiles, being loofe and er-
roneous, perpetually led them to at amifs,
And the law of the Jews, though meant
and adapted to promote the pratice of virtue
and goodnefs; was yet fo vilely and abom-
nably cotrupted by the falfe gloffes of the
Scribes and Pharifees, ‘that it often became
an mnftrument of fin. |

Hence then it ts evident, that both the one
angd the other, Jews as well as Gentiles,
ftoad in necd of fome farther inftructions
for the better regulation of their moral con-
duc: that they flood in need of {fuch a
perfe@ and complete rule of life, as would
faithfully diret them, in all occurrences,
what to do, and what to avoid, 1 arder io
fecure the favour of God, and render them-
felves acceptable to him.

Now
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Now fuch a rule the Gofpel {fupplies ;
not only as 1t * teaches men n general,
that, denying ungodlinefs and worldly lufts,
«« they thould live {oberly, righteoufly, and
godly 1n this prefent world “:” but alfo as 1t
lays down particular precepts for the dif-
charge of thofe {feveral duties, to which we
arc bound in our {everal relations; and con-
fequently exhibits a clear and comprehenfive
{fyftem of morals, founded on the higheft
authority, and enforced by the moft weighty
fanctions.

Now, the whole fyftem of morality 1s
ufually, and not improperly, divided 1nto
three capital branches ; refpeting the various
duties, which we owe to God, to our fei-
low-creatures, and to ourfelves :—and whieh
are diftin&ly reprefented in the facred writ-
Ings.

Of thefe duties the firft, as well in order
as dignity, are thofe which we owe to God,
But, as ali the duties we owe to God derive
their origin from his nature and attributes,
and from the various relations which he

r T t, 11, 12,

{tands
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ftands 1n to us; fo the Scripture reprefents
thofe attributes and relations in the trueft,
{ublimeft, and moft affe@ing manner; and
{ets forth the Deity in an amiable and glo-
rious light.

His nature 1s no longer debafed by fuch
mean and grofs 1deas, as the ignorant
heathens entertained of him; but is exalted
to a proper dignity, and delcribed 1n be-
coming. charatters. We no longer view
him under the 1gnoble images of corrupti-
ble things; but know him now according
to his divine and {piritual nature : know him
to be the one felf-exiftent, and abfolutely
perfet Being; incorporeal, mvifible, eter-
nal: the' Bemng, who at firlt created, and
{till governs, the world ; and who, though
« he hath his dwelling fo high in heaven,
vet humbleth himfelf to behold the things
that are done on earth*:”’ and beholds them
not as an idle, mdifferent {pettator; but, as
an all-powerful agent, orders and difpofes
them according to the meafure of his

* Pfal, cxn g, 6.

righteous
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righteous will, and the dictates of confums
mate wifdom,

In the government and difpofal of things,
he 1s reprefented as acting for the general
benefit of all his creatures. Nothing is be-
neath his notice: his providence, care, and
mercy extend over all his works. But he is
more efpecially attentive to the concerns of
the human race. He looks upon them as
his children; and, with a kind of paternal
tendernefs, pities their infirmities; relieves
their diftrefles; and, on their fincere re-
pentance, pardons their fins. As the great
father of all, he 1s equally gracious to all.
“ He 1s the God, not of the Jews only,
but alfo of the Gentiles®. For with him
there is no refpe@ of perfons; but in
every nation he that feareth him, and
worketh righteoufnefs, 1s accepted with
himt.”” But then righteoufnefs muft be
carefully prattifed. For though God 1s in-
finitely gracious, yet 1s he' likewife in-
finitely juft and holy ; “¢ of purer eyes than

* Rom. 111, 29,
“ Ibid, it 11, Afs X. 34, 38

Yor. II. M to
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to behold iniquity;” and of higher rclent-
ment againft it, than to {fuffer it to go un-
punithed. And that he may reward or
punith according to equity, the Scripture
deferibes him, as conftantly infpe&ing our
behaviour and conduct; and fearching mto
the mmoft recefles of cur fouls. And in
eonfequence of this infpection, it farther
affures us, that « he will judge the world
hereafter 1n rightecuinefs ; and render to
every man according to his deeds®;” net
only according to his outward actions, but
according to the inward difpofitions of his
heart.

- Such 1s the general idea, which the Serip-
ture gives us of God. An idea that is not
only auguft and awful ; but alfo lovely, en-
gaging and delightful: not only fuitable te
the majefty of the Supreme; but alfo pro-
du&tive of the moft worthy afteCtions, and
moft grateful refentments towards him—the
fureft and moft powerful incentives to the
fzulhful .ducharge of thofc duties we owe
him.

o PL s, 8, Rom, 1.6,
for
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For when we confidet the excellency of
his nature and attributes; how great and
good he 15 in himlelf, and how kind and
beneficent to us; we find ourfelves {trongly,
though fiveetly, moved to love; adore, and
revere him. And the more wé contemplate
his wonderful perfeftions, the more con<
vinced we become, that it is out duty to
love him 111 the degree we are commanded ;
that "is; ¢¢ with all our hearts, with all our
{ouls, and with all our niiids x>  Herein,
indeed, it is much to be wifhed that « our
hearts were daily enlarged.” For < this is
the firft and great commandment;” that
which {upports, and which infures obedience
to all the reft. Where the love of God pre-
{ides tn the heart, there muft be a defire and
determination to pleafe him; to regard him
in every action; and to ¢ do all to the glory
of his name7y:” there muft be a determina-
tion toavoid every thing that may grieve or
offend him; to refign every intereft, and to
fupprefs every inclination; that may interw

* Matth. xxii. 37. Mark xi1. 30.
r 1 Cori x4 31,
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fere with our obligations to him. Per-
{waded of his infinite wildom and power,
and of his goodnefs 1 applying them to the
welfare of his creatures, we fhall exercife, as
we are injoined, a firm truft and confidence
in him®; commit ourfelves wholly to his
divine difpofal ; . and acquiefce, with thank-
fulnefs, in the allotments of his providence :
{olicitous only, that our conduét in evety
ftate may be always fuch as becometh thofe,
who are finally to give an account,

- But farther; when we confider God as
our creator and preferver, ¢ the author and
giver of all good things;” from whom we
have received all we enjoy; and to whom
we look for all we want ; confcious of our
abfolute dependance upon him, we are na-
turally led, as we are juftly required, to
make our requefts and acknowledgements to
him, in the {olemn ats of worfhip and de-
votions But how mean, unperfect, and un-
worthy were thefe alts of devotion, as per-
formed in ancient times! And how much

2 Phil. iv, 6. 1 Tim. vi. 17. 1 Pet. v. 7.
* Matth, vi, 6=13. vii, 7-~-11. Phil. iv. 0.
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are we indebted to the inftru&ions of the
Gofpel for the noble refinement they have
fince undergone? For as we are there taught
that ¢¢ God is a fpirit;” {o, {uitably to the
nature of fuch a Being, we are commanded
to ¢ worfhip him in {pirit and in truth®:”
to worfhip him, not merely with external
rites, and bodily fervice ; but with inwardly
pure and holy affeCtions—with {incerity of
heart, and the devout application of our
mental powers. This is the only acceptable
fervice; nor will this fervice be accepted
but 1n the name, and through the mediation,
of Jefus Chrift. A mode of worfhip highly
conducive to the great purpofzs of genuine
piety ; not only as it tends to preferve n
our minds a due fenfe of our unworthinefs as
finners, and of the perfe&t holinefs of that
God againft whom we fin; but alfo as it
ferves to difpel our dark and guilty fears,
andto infpire us with an ingenuous truft and
athance—{ure, if we {trive to obey him from
the heart, of finding in the end acceptance

* John 1v, 24,
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with him, through the merits and intercef-
fion of ¢ his beloved fon, in: whom he 1 I
well pleafed .

Pafs we.now to the duties we owe to
our fellow-creatures: ¢ which are all com- |
prehended in - this faying 5 Thou fhalt love
thy neighbour as thyfelfd” A faying,
which, obferved, muft be of truly great .
and fignal ufe in abating the miferies that I
diftrefled the warld ; when men of all per-
{vafions ¢¢ lived 1n continual malice and
envy; hateful, and hating one anothers”
And as {fo much depended, and {till depends,
onithe due obfervance of this precept, our
Baviour has been careful to afcertarn its
meanings and to guard it from thofe falfe
and confined .interpretations, which the per:
verfenefs' of ‘men might putupon it. He
has ofteir inculcated, that our benevolence
thould extend to atl; and that, whenever w¢ .
are blefled with. an opportunity of ferving
the interefts of mankind, we fhould always

|

e’ aes I
© Mate, 1. 17, xvii, ¢.
d Rom xii1. g,

e "Tir. 111, 7.
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embrace it with chearfulnefs and alacrity;
~accounting every perfon < our neighbour,”
who ftands withus our reach and influence.
In confequence of this principle, we are en-
joined, as 1t 1s meet; ¢ to ak by others in
every circumitance, as we would have others
to act by us ;" that 15, we are enjoined to
make our own reafonable withes and ex-
pectations the rules of our conduct towards
-other men, And 1f we proceed by thefe
rules, we fhall never wrong or injure any
man ; but {hall *¢ render to all their duess:”
and to the utmoft of our pewer promote
both their {piritual and temporal welfare,
We thall never be rafth in our judgment of
others ; but rather difpofed to puta favour-
able conftrution on all their adtions. We
{hall be ready, as we are required, to afft
them in their neceffities, and to fympathize
with them in their afflictions; as well as to
rejoice in the good that befals them "—efpe-

£ Marth. vii, 12,
¢ Rom. xin. 7.
2 Rom. xii. 153~1¢.
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cially when 1t concerns the profperity of
their {ouls.

Now, as we are direCted to thefe things
by the Gofpel-rules, fo are we carried to
the performance of them by the natural 1m-
pulfe of thofe beneyolent affetions, which
God has implanted 1 our conftitutipn, But
1n the intercourfe of life thefe affe&ions are
liable to be obftryfted. The violence of
enemies, and the mnfolence of oppreflors, are
apt to {ufpend their courfe, 1f not to excitg
different refentments. And therefore our
Saviour has been particularly {olicitous to
open them a paflage through thefe obftruc-
tions, and to teach them, natwithftanding,
to flow on the world. To this end, he
fhewed his difciples, not only the mifchief
of retaliating njuries; but the bafepefs of
a@ing fo far beneath ‘their charafter, ¢« If
ye love them that love you, what thanks
have ye?! for finpers alfo love thofe who
love them: And if ye do good to them only
who do good to you, what thanks have ye:
for finners al{o do even the famei,”* When

i Luke vie 32, 33
he
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he had thus reprefented the incongruity of
alting on {uch low principles, he then ex-
horts them to cultivate and exert the moft
liberal {fentiments ; to afpire after the higheft
perfe(tion; and make their own benevo-
lence to refemble that of God himfelf.
¢« But love ye your enemies : blefs them that
curfe you; do good to them that hate you;
and pray for them, who defpitefully ufe you,
and perfecute you; that ye may be the
children of your Father, who 1s in heaven :
for he maketh his {fun to rife on the evil and
on the good; and fendeth rain on the juft
and on the unjuftk’ And to thew how
abfolutely neceffary it is, that we thould be
truly poflefled of this forgiving temper ; of
the difpofition to return good for evil; he
has not only required us to infert it in our
prayers, that ¢« God would forgive us our
trefpafles, as we forgive others” the offences
committed againft ourfelves; but has alfo
forewarned us 1 exprefs terms, that ¢ if we

¥ Matth, v, 44, 435.
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forgive not men their trefpafies, neither will
our heavenly Father forgive us’.”

But befides the duties of general benevo-
lence, which we equally owe to all; there
are others again, of a more contrated na-
ture, arifing from certain relations 1 life,
which are highly conducive to the enjoy-
ments of 1t, and therefore deferve our parti-
cular regard.  Such are the duties of magii-
trates and f{ubjeéls, hutbands and wives, pa-
rents and children, mafters and fervants,
and the like. And for the difcharge of
thefe duties the Scripture affords us very ex-
cellent precepts, and moft accurate di-
rections: fuch precepts and directions, as,
duly attended to, cannot fail of preferving
the order and welfare of fociety; and of
making nations, familics, and mdividuals
happy.

But to render this happinefs complete,
we are bound moreover to obferve and prac-
tife the various duties, that relate to ourfelves.
Now, 1w order to lay a proper foundation for
this branch of our condu&, the Scripture en-

PMatthovio 12, xville 35,
3 joins
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yoins us to regulate and improve our tem-
pers; to govern all our affeCtions and appe-
tites 3 ¢ and to bring every thought into cape
tivity to the obedience of Chnft=.” In
confequence of this, we are direGted ¢ to
live foberly #:” that 1s, to cultivate and
pratife that univerfal {obriety, which re-
gards the whole of our compofition. We
are to acquire that meeknefs, modefty, and
humility, which are the {obriety of the
mind ; and that temperance, chaltity, and
purity, which are the fobriety of the body:
and which ferve, when united, to fupport
the {overeignty of reafon and conicience ;
and to mamntain the dignity of human na-
tuge.

Thefe virtues and graces are frequently
and earneftly recommended to us, as eflen-
tial ingredients of the chriftian charadter.
And indeed with great propriety. For what
can be more becoming fuch imperfe&t and
~ f{inful creatures as we are, than a modeft,
meek, and humble deportment? And what,

m 2 Cor. x. {.
P Tit. iil Z, 4]. 6} li:f'
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in general, can contribute more, than thefe
are known to do, to the undifturbed enjoy-
ments, and real advantages, of life? In this
{enfe 1t 1s true, that ¢ blefled are the meek -
for they fhall inherit the earth®.”” - And it
1s no lefs true, that ¢ he who humbleth
himfelf” is in the ready way to ¢ be ex-
alted?:”’ if not to the dignities and emolu-
ments of the world; yet to an high degree
of efteem and refpet among the wife and
the worthy.

And thén again, as to the virtues of pu-
rity and temiperance, how fit and congruaqus
is it, that the worfhippers of a pure and holy
God thould be careful and conftant in the
exercife of them! nay indeed, how neceflary
is it, that they thould keep themfelves from
all the pollutions both of fleth and {pisit:
fince we are well aflured ; that, “ without
holinefs* and purity of heart, ¢ no man fhall
{fee the Lord 9.”

° Matth. v. s.
¢ Matth. xxi. 12.
¢ Heb,xit, 14,

Hence
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Hence therefore, the Scripture reprefents
it, as the chief and continual bufinefs of a
Chriftian, to watch the various emotions of
concupifence; and to preferve a clofe and
ftrict guard over all his paffions: to maintain,
by all means, that {elf-government and dif-
cipline, which is neceflary to fupprefs the
irregularities of his defires; and to form
daily fuch virtuous refolutions, as may dif-
pofe him to ¢ abftain from thofe. flethly
lufts, which war againft,” and tend to de-
firoy, ¢ the fouls.”

Now thefe are the great lines of that
moral fyftem, which is delivered in the
New Teftament, And from thefe main
lines it evidently appears, that the author of
it entered into the true {pirit of morality ;
and proceeded n the jufteft form. He laid
the foundation of it at the heart ; and ereéted
the fuperftruture according to conicience.
And .whoever is {fo wife as to obferve his
dire&tions, will gradually attain to ‘the ut-
moft perfetion, that human nature 1s capable

T
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of. For here, « whatloever things are true;
whatfoever things are honeft, whatfoever
things are juft, what{oever things are pure,
whatfoever things are lovely, virtuous, and
of good report *—"" thefe are all not only
pointed to our view, but ftrongly recom-
mended to-our prattice: and recommended
not -merely, -according to the mode of the
ancient phtlofophers, from the confiderations
of prudence, 'profit, pleafure, deceney, or re-
putation 3 but. prefled upon us as the will
and command of that God, who 1s the {o-
vereign Liord of the univerfe; who knoweth
our moft fecret thoughts ; and who will bring
us to anfwer, not only for the things we do,
but fdr the principles from Wthh we do
them.

Precepts.and 1nﬁru&10ns of this ftamp, fo
worthy of ¢¢a teacher come from God,”
o conformable to the diftates of right reafon,
and {o.conducive to the reformation and im-
provement of the world, carry with them
their gwn evidence. They ftand in need of

no foreign proofs, of no figns or miracles to

: Phi]il}- iV- 8.
fupport
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fupport them. They manifeft at ouce their
own truth and excellence; and approve them-
felves to every man’s conicience, as of per-
feltly p‘ure and divine origmal.

And accordingly, 1t 1s obfervable, that our
Saviour performed no mighty works, no par-
ticular miracles, to confirm either the fitnefs
or the binding force of his moral, practical
precepts ¢; but left them to {ftand on their
own bottom, and to juftify themfelves to
the common {enfe of mankind: well aflured,
from their exa& conformity to the fuggel-
tions of confcience, that they muft needs
gain the approbation of the world; efpe-
cially when exemplified in hfe-and prac-
tice.

This was the only evidence, this the
only recommendation they wanted. And

* Though our Saviour performed no particular miracles ta
prove the fitnefs of his moral precepts; yet the miracles, whick
he performed on other accounts, contributed to give them weight
and authonty, Far as they fhewed he was a teacher that de-
{erved to be attended to; fo they roufed and excited his hearers
to pay a proper and becoming regard to what he taught and
preached—and were {o far of ufe to enforce ali his moral leflons
and prattical inftrultions.

this
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this evidence, this recommendation, our Sa-
viour didplayed and urged on their behalf, in
the moft perfet and affeting manner. What
he taught, he practifed. He not only fhewed
us the way, wherein we fhould walk; but
walked himfelf before us in it. He fuffered
us not to be guided merely by the dead letter;
but enlivened his precepts by correfpondent
actions: ¢ leaving us an example, that we
might follow his fteps®”., In him we may
behold a moft complete pattern of the con-
duét that is required of us. For his life, as
it 1s fet before us, was one continued courfe
of the moft {ubftantial, and moft excellent
virtues. A life- of fingular piety, benevo-
lence, purity, patience, meeknefs, and re-
fignation ; and of every thing good and
praife-worthy : and confequently a life, that
neceflarily muft, and aftually did, by its
amiablenefs and excellency, engage the un-
prejudiced and well-difpofed to form - their
behaviour according to it. For it is {uffi-
~ ciently knawn, how. foon, and how readily,

v 1 Pet, 11, 21,

the
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the primitive difciples ¢ reiounced,” under
the 1nfluence of their mafter’s example; all
«« the hidden things of difhonefty ; and with
what fimplicity and godly fincernty they
planned and conducted their whole conver-
fation, amidft a crooked and perverfe gene-
ration, among whom they thone as lights
in the world ®,”

And hence we are furnithed with a full
and determinate anfwer to a queftion, that
has often been propofed to the difparagement
of the Chriftian {cheme, The queftion 1
mean 1s this ¢ ¢ Why was the inftitution of
our holy rehigion laid down 1 the way of
hiftory ; and not rather in fome more me-
thodieal or fyftematic form:” And the an-
{wer to 1t 1s, that the form, i1 which our
religion mow appears; 15 attended with {ome
oreat and peculiar advantages, which could
not be obtained in any other way?. Mere

% 2 Cor. iv. Z.~—1. 12. Phil. ii. 13- |
v See Bp. Law’s Theory of Relig. part ii. p. 108, ed, sth.
Jerrery’s Commencement Serm. among his Difcourfes, vol. 11,

P 431
Vor. 1L N dogmatical
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- dogmatical inftitutes are dry and unaffecting.
Subtile difcourfes on the nature, tendencies,
and effe&s of virtue, are too refined for com-
mon underftandings. And a methodical
{yftem of divinity would afford us, at beft,
but an 1deal, unanimated knowledge of duty.
 Whereas, om the contrary, in the hiftory of
our Saviour’s’ life, we have the moft perfelt
reprefentation of true religion, accommodated
to all capacities ; and the moft powerful in-
ducements to obedience, adapted to work on
all conftitutions. Here we {ee 1t vifibly de-
monitrated, that the things taught are not
merely {peculative, but rather practical,
truths: were not intended only to amufe
and entertain the mind ; but to regulate and
improve the manners. Here we alfo fee,
that the things required are not beyond the
reach of our abilities. However weak we are
in ourfelves, ¢ we may neverthelefs ac-
complith all through Chrift, who ftrengthens
usz” The apoftles and firflt difciples are
witnefles to the world of what human nature

z Phil. iv. 13

15
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is able to perform under the influence of the
divine {pirit.  And fince ¢ they were men
of like paflions with ourfelves?,’’ and yet ran
a courfe of fuch confummate virtue: their
conduc is a call and encouragement to us; to
become 1 our degrees « followers of thcm,
as theywere of Chrift Jefus 2.”

From what has been faid 1t 15 obvious to
infer, of what mfnite fervice fuch a pure
and excellent {yftem of merals muft needs
be to a corrupted world, over-run with the
abominations of vice and idolatry. Where-
ever 1t was adépted, and heartily embraced,
it wrought a moft wonderful and happy
change: True piety, gentle difpolitions; and
purity of manuners {ucceeded mto the place
of blind {uperftitiori, brutal paflions, and
mordinate lufts. Under the benign afpett
of this noble wnftitution, all kinds of virtue
{prung up apace: all kinds of virtue con-
tinued to flourith; while men continued to
attend, as they ought; to the facred imyjunca

* Alts x1v. 14,
* 1 Cor, x1. 1. )

N 2 tions
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tions delivered to them. If Chriftians have
abated of their former zeal ; 1if their virtues
are now fewer, and of a lower ftile, than
they were before ; the misfortune s chiefly
owing, to their having too little regard and
refpet to the life and conduét of our bleffed
Mafter, Nor 1s there any method more
likely to recover them to the pratice of ge-
nuine piety and goodnefs; than to endea-
vour, if poffible, to engage their ftudies to
the laws of the Gofpel ; and to fix their me-
ditations on the charalter of Chrift. For
our ftudies, fo dire&ed, will improve us
greatly in the knowledge of our duty ; and
our meditations, fo employed, will naturally.
incite us to the faithful difcharge of 1t
¢ While we are mufing” on the charms ot
{o lovely a charaler as that of our Saviour,
¢« the fire” of admiration ¢¢ will kindle” n
our breafts, and quicken our powers to at-
tempt its refemblance. |

- Let us therefore be perfuaded to ¢ {et the
Lord always before us;” direting, our courde
by the light, and taking courage from the

influence, of his example ; till, being firft
3 made
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made like to him in holinefs, we be finally
made like to him mn glory ; and from tread-
g 1n his {teps below, be admitted to the
honour of filling up his tramm above—
« following the Lamb whither foever he
gocth

To whom, with the Father and the Holy
Ghoft, be afcribed all honour, adoration,
and praife, &c. _Amen,

b Rev.l '}{i?. 4—!
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Rom. v, 22—25.

For I delight in the law of God after the in-
ward man,

But I fec another law in my members, warring
agaimfl the law of my mind, and bringing me
intg captivity io the law of finy, which is in
iy members.

O wretched man that I am! who fhall deltver
me _from the body of this death 2 I thank God

through Fefus Chbrift our Lord.

N my laft Difcourfe, I laid before you,
according to the order of the method pro-
pofed, a brief fummary of that {yftem of
N 4 morals,
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‘morals, which 1s delivered in the New Tef-
tament, A {yftem that appears, even from
fuch a general and imperfe&t reprefentation,
to be highly reafonable, juft, and good;
worthy of a teacher come from God; and
manifeftly conducive to the improvement
and perfection of human nature: and conic-
quently a {yftem, which men muit need
heartily approve; muft need embrace with
warm complacency ; as what they could re-
joice to be conformed to in the completet
manner, and 1 the highelt degree.

But, whatever efteem they mentally en-
tertain?d for, and whatever delight, as
altuated merely by the principle of reafon,
they might take in, this revealed law; yet
no {ooner did they attempt to follow 1ts di-
retions, and aét up to the meafure of its
obligations, but they ¢¢ found another,” and
quite oppofite ¢¢ law 1n their members, war-
ring againft the law of their minds, and
bringing them into captivity to that law
of fin, which is feated in the flethly appe-

C’,

tites ©.

¢ Rom. vi1, z2, 23.

Herce
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Hence then it became neceflary to their
welfare and happinefs, that ¢ this body
of fin,”’ this ftrong prevalency ‘of the fen-
{ual appetites, thould be abolithed and de-
{ftroyed ; that men, ¢ being delivered from
- the bondage of corruption,” might be placed
at liberty to profecute the works of truth
and righteoufnefs. In the profecution of
thefe works, they svould find themfelves
feeble and weak ; whil{t the temptations of
the world prefled agamnft them with force
and vigour. And therefore, to make good
their way, it became farther neceflary, that
" they fhould be fupphied and endowed with
fuch an addition of ftrength, as might enable
them to withftand all oppofing difficulties;
and to fubdue every Irregular paffion t6 the
itri&t obedience of the divine commands.
In a word, as the ¢¢ law of God is {piritual,
and men are carnal,”’ prone and addi&ed to
fin; 1t was abfolutely neceffary, that a new
principle of life and holinefs thould be 1n-
fufed into their hearts—to corre&t their de-
pravity, to fanctify thewr affeCtions, and to
mvigorate their powers for nobler and more

pertect
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perfe&t fervices: that, ¢ being made free
from fin, and become fervants to God, they
might have at prefent their fruit vnto ho-
linefs, and in the end attain to everlafting
hfe <.’

Now this grand requifite, the bafis of all
moral improvement, Jefus Chrift, as the
author of falvation, {upplied in the moft
abundant. meafure. For to thofe who be-
lieve in him he promifed the affiftance of
the Holy Spirit, to help their infirmities, and
carry them forwards in the ways of godli-
nefse, By the grace and fluence of this
{pirit ¢¢ they are delivered from the flavery
of fin and Satan into the glorious liberty,
“and illuftrious privileges, of the fons of
God f—.”" They are quickned into a new
life, and renovated in the temper and dif-
pofition of their mind. The decayed frame
of their foul is not only repaired and re-
formed ; but its powers are improved and
enlarged. 'The more readily they fubmit

¢ Rom, vi. 22.
¢ Rom. vint. 26. Ephef, m. 16.

¢ Rom. viil. 21,
to
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to the guidance of the fpint, the more
perfelt they become. They are thence en-
dowed with higher faculties, with Quicker
apprehenfions, with better judgments, with
purer inclinations, and with nobler affe¢tions,
than they were poflefled of before: o that,
in the language of Scripture, they are faid
to be < pew men,’ and ‘¢ new creatures:”
*¢ born agam, and formed according to the
image of God in righteoufnefs and true ho-
linefs€:” that 1s, < they are fo {trengthned
with might by the Holy Spirit in the mner
manh,”” as to be able to live 1n a {tri&er con-
formity to the divine commands ; and to re-
{emble their Maker in higher degrees, and
more worthy refpe&s, than they could have
done 1n their natural ftate. In fhort, ¢ they
are, or may be, complete in hum; being
thoroughly furnifhed unto ail good works %.”
¢« And therefore there is now no condemna-
tion to them who are in Chrift Jefus, who
walk not after the fleth, but after the fpirit.

g 2 Cor. v. 17. Ephell 1v. 24.
h Ephef, 111, 16,
3 Col, iy 10, 2 Tim, 111 17,

For
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For the law of the fpirit of life in Chrift
Jefus hath made them free from the law of
fin and death .”

Such were the fupplies, aids, and afhit-
ances, which Chrift promifed and engaged
to provide for the moral wants and infirmi-
ties of his difciples. And what he {o pro-
mifed, he gave them full and undoubted
proof he could hikewife perform, For could
they doubt, whether he, who delivered men
continually from the poffeflion of Satan,
could allo defend them againit his aflaults ?
Could they doubt, whether he, who miracu-
loufly fupplied the neceflities of nature,
could impart the requifite fuccours of grace?

Could they doubt, whether he, who cured
the maladies, defel&ts, and infirmities of the

body, could alfo eure the wrong difpoﬁtions
and difeafes of the mind?

But thefe arguments, obvious as they are,
~ may yet, perhaps, leave the point m {ome
obfcurity. Let us therefore bring it into a
clearer ight. And to this purpofe be 1t here

X Rom. viil, 1, 2.

pr emifed,
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premifed, that all the wifer moralifts, Gen-
tiles as well as Jews!, commonly defcribed
the human nature under a two-fold diftinc-
tion—that of the /mward and the ouwtward
man ; and {poke of the one as a type or re-
prefentation of the other. Hence then the
difeafes of the body prefent themfelves n
another view ; quite ditferent from that in
which they were feen before, confidered as
the confequences, and the chaftifements of
fin,  They appear now to be natural em-
blems of the feveral diforders and deprava-
tions of the foul. And therefore every mi-
raculous cure of any particular diftemper of
the body became, of courfe, a fignificant em-
blem of the power of Chnft to remove the
correfpondent depravation of the-mind, Fre-
quent intumations of this fort the attentive
reader will find difperfed through. various
parts of the Gofpel. Nor are there fome 1a-
{tances wanting, where the application 1s
made in direlt and exprels terms.

} Prat, de Rep. lib. iv. ProTin, Ennead. ib. i. Higroct.
i Aur. Carm, Pythag. Rom. vii, 22, 2 Cor, iv, 106.

Chnift
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Chrift often declared, that he was comnie
into the world to remove the 1gnorance, and
to enlighten theunderftanding, of mankind =,
To prove this, he reftored fight to thofe
who were blind. To make 1t appear, that
he was able, as he affirmed, to remove the
blindnefs, the {piritval blindnefs, of errour
and 1gnorance ; he frequently cured that cor-
poreal blindnefs, which is the moft natural
emblem or 1mage of it, And that fuch cures
verc peculiarly defigned, as they were ex-
quifitely adapted, to confirm the truth of
this do&rine; 1s evident from the refle&tion
which our Saviour makes, previous to his
cure of the blind man, recorded in the IXth
of John. As long, fays he, as ¢ I am in
the world, 1am the light of the world».”
By this he turned their thoughts to himfelf,
as to the fountain of light and knowledge ;
and led them to confider the miracle he was
about to perform, as a dire&t evidence of
what he had aflerted. He reftored, or ra-

m John val, 12, x11. 35, 36. 40,
" n Ver g,

ther
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ther reformed ° the man’s eyes to the per-
ception of light; and thereby fhewed he
could alfo reftore, or reform the miud to the
perception of knowledge. And it was plainly
with the fame view, when be obferved how
the malice and perverfenels of the Jews
with-held them from admutting thisneceffary
confequence, that he afterwards {ubjoined,
in ailufion to the muraculous cure he had
wrought, that < for judgment he was
come 1nto this world; that they who fce
not, miglit fee; and that they who fee,
might be made blind*®.”

The Scripture informs us, that ¢ the Son
of God was for this purpofe manifefted, that
he might utterly deftroy the works of the
devile; and redeem us from the power of
Satan to himfelf.,” Now to convince the
world of his ability to accomplith this ar-

duous undertaking, he frequently d flodged

> As the perfon was born biind, and never had bi. eye-fight,

cur Saviour not only recovered but made his eves, Hence St.

Cyprian, fpeaking of this cirz fa,s, Oculos formafler, De.
Patient, § 4. |

¢ Johnix. 30.

i ¢ John . 8.

ot
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or calt out devils: and delivered the pof-
fefled from thew tormenting power . And
his cafting them out in {fo wondetful a man-
ner, was a proof by example of his being
come to overturn the kingdom of darknefs;
and of his being endowed with authority to
check and controul the vfurped dominon of
our grand enemy. This application 1s our
Saviour’s own, For when the feventy re-
joiced, that ¢ the devils, through his name,
were fubje& unto them; he anfwered and
faid, « I beheld Satan, as lightning, fall from
heaven*, &c.”’—his power 1s broken; his
dominion, deftroyed: and the fuperiority,
which you have now thewn in miraculoufly
difpoffefing demons, 1s a proof and a
pledge of the fpiritual conqueft, which
you, and all my faithful difciples, fhall
finally obtain over them and their prince t.”
So our Saviour direlts ws to conclude.
But in thefe and other inftances, the con-
¢ Marth, viii. 28. ix. 32, &c. Xl 220 xvii. 18, Mack i
23, &€, 1ii. 11. V. 2==1§. ¥il, 2§; &c. xiv 17, &c,  Lukev.
33, &c. viil. 20, &c. X, 38—42. X1, 14

s Luke x. 19, 18.

t Ibid, ver. 19. &_'
' nectiofl
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{i6¥ion between the miracles and doctrines
is {6 very iiatural, 5 clofé and difternible;
that it could hdrdly have beén oveildoked;
thotigh Chrift had fiéver pointed it odt:
His havihg, however, poirited it out; is of
fingulat we and fervice: It ferves to fhew,
that Wwhat fidels urge coticerning the dif-
patify of miracles and doctrines®, is entirely
falfe and frivolous. It ferves fo thew, thaf
tha#6 is the fame Brict relation, the fame in-
vislable conneéftion; between the miraclesaiid
do@rides of Chrift; as there is between éx-
periiénts in natiral philofophy and the con-
clisfions that réfult from them. And hence
if ikewifé ferves to thew; after what manas
tier we may fafely apply thofe other mira-
cles, whichi dré not apphed by Chrft him-
{8lf. We may confider, for example, his
reftoring the lame; <weak, and palfied mem-
bers of the body; as a fpecimen of his power
to reftore the enfeebled, benumbed, and dif-
torted faculties of the mind, His cures of

o This is SPinosa’s boafted argument : but what little reafon
lie had to boaft of it, 1s, I truft, now apparent.

Vor. 1. O leprofies
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leprofies and all other loathfome difeafes, we
iay confider as tokens of the power he pof-
fefled to cleanfe the foul from the pollutions
of fin. In fine, we may confider his make
ing men, however difeafed, all on a fudden
vigorous and healthy; as an earneft of his
making them, provided they followed his
moral inftrutions, eminently good, virtuous,
and happy.

- But his ability in this refpet was not only
evidenced by thele remoter analogous in-
ftances ; 1t was moreover exemplified m the
actual manifeftation of the genuine promifed
effelts, ; For his difciples, in confequence of
thetr mafter’s promife, were endowed with
fuch ¢ wifdom, as their adverfaries could
neither gamnfay or refift =’ They were in-
{pired with {uch a love of truth, as rendered
them indefatigable in the propagation of it.
‘They were totally altered in the temper of
their minds ; and transformed into new crea-
tures. 'The power of the {pirit was vifible
in the improvements which they made by

* Luke xxt. 1.,

hig
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His affiftance. For they no longer lived the
reft of their time n the evil cuitoms and vi-
clous practices of the world; but, ever ata
tentive to that which was good; ¢ walked in
the commandments of the Lord, blame-
lefs ¥.,” Hence then they abounded in all the
fruits of truth and nghteoufuefs, in the
mid{t of a crooked and perverfe generation,
among whom they fhone as bright and glo-
rious lights®””  And though they laboured
under peculiar difficulties, and were obliged
to ¢ wreltle not only againft flefh and blood,
but alfo agamnft principalities and powers,
againft the rulers of the darknefs of this
world, and agamn{t fpiritval wickeduoefs in
high places; yet m all thefe things they
were more than conquerors, through him that

I“

firengthned them 2.
And, as the promife was not {olely made

to them ; but alfo, in confideration of the
like neceflity, ¢ to their children after them;
and to all that were afar off, everf as many as

Yy Luke i, 6.
= Philip. ii. 1.
> Ephef, vi, 12,
O x the
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the Lord our God thould eall®;” fo the life
and converfation of every fincere and: pious
Chriftian. exhibits .a clear and fenfible de-
monftration, that Chrdt {til}l abides with his
church ; and.that he continues to.impart fuch
fpiritual fuccours to all her members, ‘as are
fuitable to their circumf{tances, and adequate
to thelr wanbs. |
Having ‘then fuch promifes of fuper-natu-
ral gracé; and fuch aflurances given us for
the accomplithment of them ; how thankful
ought: we to. be to God' for this marvellous
inftance of his regard and kindnefs ! He might
jultly have left us m that'low, weak, and
wretched condition, to which we had per-
verfely reduced ourfelves. ‘But ¢ when we
were- thus. without ftrength < opprefled bv
guilt, and quite unequal to. the praltice of
holinefs, ¢ he mercifully faved us,”” cleanfed
us- from-our fins, {trengthned our infirmi-
tics, and éxalted our powers to the meafurc
of our duty ; ¢ by the waﬂiin;g of regenera-

b Adtsin 3g.

¢ Pom. v. 0,

fion,
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rion, and renéwving of the Holy Ghoft <.
If 'we are now {ufficient for that which is
goad, ¢ 1t 15 not of :ourfelves, as of outs
iclvés; but our fufficiency 1s of Gode,” And
therefore with what grateful praife thould we
celebrate his mercy, in that he condefcends
to-dwéll 1 out hearts by his {pirit; aid {o
to:operate on cur minds and wills, as to re-
pair that image of his, in which he at firft
creatéd us, by ¢ creating us again in Chrift
Jefus unto good works £;” and fitting us for
the enjoyment of that éternal happinefs for

‘which he onginally défigned us.
“But then it fhould be rememberéd, that’

<¢ this {pirit of promife,” however neceflary
to'our improvement and happinefs, tvill not
be conferred but on certain conditions; Kor
as it is well known, that, with.regard to the
difeafes of-the body, they only obtainéd a
clird, and happily experienced the return of
hieatth, who applied themfelves to Chiift in

J Tit, 1. s,
l ’ LR N
¢ 2 Cor. 111, §.

- Ephef, . 10,
O 3 faith
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faith, and pun&ually obferved his dire&tionss
{o it 15 no lefs manifeft, that, with regardto
the difeafes of the foul; they enly can hope
to teceive the falutary influences of the Holy
Spirit, who are fervent in their prayers for
the divine affiftance ;. and diligent in the ufe
of thofe apppinted means, whereby God has
engaged to difpenfe it. A confideration that
may juftly .alarm thoie, who negleét.or
defpife the ordinances of religion. ..’Fheir
confcience. tells them they are not {o good
as' they 'ought to be; and yet, while they
continuc to.negle¢t the proper means, 1t 1s
impoflible they thould grow better.. For by
fuch. negleéts they do, .as it were, break
downr the conduits of all heavenly influences;
and {top:the. current of divine grace from
flawing in upon their fonls. '
. :But:when “we _have ufed.the appointed
means, and are confequently ‘blefled with the
wnvaluable. gift: of . the Holy.Spirit; let us
ftill be careful to comply with his fecret,
PIOUn fuggeﬁlons ; and be ready to co-aperate
with his gracious' motions. The advantage
pf h’wmsr God’s help fqr from rendering it
| unnecefiary
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unnecefiary. to help ourfelves, obliges us to
it 1n a peculiar manner. - We are therefore
to ¢ work out our own falvation, becaufe
he worketh 1 us both to will and to do, of
his good pleafures.””  For it isa great ag-
gravation of every {in, that, by running
into the commiflion of 1t, we quench and
{lifle all the good and pious motions, excited
by the {pirit of God in our hearts. And it
1S 4 great incitement to our endeavours of
performing every duty, that with {fuch aids
we may be fure of fuccefs. For ¢ greater
is he that 1s 1n us, than he that is in the
world 2" And the almighty power of this
divine affiftant {eems to be in Scripture {o
particularly fet before us, with a view to ant-
mate us in our Chrifhian warfare.  And to
this en:d 1t is nobly adapted. For what farther
encouragement can we need, to engage us
in the vigorous profecution of our duty ; than
to be well affured, as we are affured, that, let

2 Philip 11, 12, 13.
h J{}_hn 1Ve 4.
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oyr difficultigs be what they will, % we may
be. more than - conguerors, throygh him
that ﬁrengthclls,f’ guides, and .{upports
?‘ us‘ 4 .

~ If this, which was intended to lnfplrﬁ us

with gourage, {hould unhappily render ug
carelefs and prefumptuous ; then are we,
on the other hand, frequently and foreibly
admonithed to confider, that, how pnwer-r
ful {oever ouy afliftant is, yet we muft not
expeét he fhould perform the whole that
15 1ncumbent upon us, We have our part
to act; and, having prepared:us for it, it
15 his only to help our endeayours. And
therefore it behoves us to take heed to
ourfelves, ¢ that we recetve not the grace
of God mn vam*—" to take heed to our-
lelves, ¢ that we work out our falva-
tioin with - fear and trembling 1" for if
we fail, we fal ar luft by our own ye-
mifinets. |

P Phil iv. 13,
* » Cor. V1. 1,

¥

PRl v 12

z - Were



SERMON XX 201

Were. we mclined to humour the vein
of curiofity, feveral queftions might here
be agitated, -concerning the mode of the
divine operation, and its confiltency with
free will. Bug—to {peak the- truth, and
pbviate the impertinence of {uch queftions—m
m .what mannerthe Holy Spirit acts upon,
and influences  our minds, it 1s no more
our concern to. know s than it was the
concern of the difeafed in Irael to know
how Chrit curéd their bodies, Both
operations feem to. be analogous; and are
both perhaps equally inexplicable. It was
fufficient for the difeafed, that they ob-
tained rvelief: and it is {ufficient for us,
that we are veuchfafed afliftance. 'The
power of Chrift to heal, was manifeft
from the cures-he wrought : and the power
of the Spirit to fanttify, is manfeflt from
the reformation of f{inners. The reahity
l’seh of the one and the other operation
ftands attefted by the confequent effects.
They that were cured and reftored to health,

proved that they were {fo, by performing
2 | 311
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all the funtions and actions of a found
and healthy body; by difcharging the
offices. of . the amimal life. And they that
are fanctified, prove themfelves, in like
manner, to-be under the government and
influence of the Holy: Spirit, by excrcifing
all the virtues and graces of a religious.and
{piritual life ; by forming their temper, and
adjufting their conduét, to the precepts and
cxample of Chnft. - =~ = '

- This proof then we fhould be {olicitous
to exhibit,  for the benefit of the world,
and our own comfort. All pretences to
the Spirit, grounded on any other bottom,
are vain and delufive. For «.as many as
are led by the Spirit of God ™, are care-
ful to obey the commandments of God;
and to bring forth fruits worthy of the
Spirit.  Now ¢ the fruits of the Spirit
are in all goodnels, righteouinefs, and
truth»:” that 1s, confift in the pra&ticesaf

= Rom. viil. 14,
i Ellhﬂi: Ve 9-
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all moral virtues; and more efpecially in
the exercife of benevolence, juftice, fince-
rity, purity, temperance and peace. «:If
thefe things be in us, and abound®,” they
{hew, undeniably thew, that'we are attuated
by a divine principle. A principle that
 will not permit us to be either maéive,
or unfruitful, -in the knowledge of our
Lord Jefus Chnfte.”” << But he that lacketh
thefe- things,.1s blind’’ to his own advan-
tage; ¢ fees not” the -hemoulnefs of re-
fiting. thé motions of the.Holy Spirit; « and
s ftrangely forgetful” of his baptiimal en-
gagements ; and of that ¢¢ purification from
fins,” which, if he had not been want-
ing to himfelf, he might certanly have
obtained 1 -virtue of that ordinance, by
which he was initiated into the Chriftian
church, -

And fince it muft prove of the moft fatal
confequence, to fall from thole bright views
° 3 Pet. 1o 1,

¢ Ibud,
1 Ibids ver, g3 and the Commentators on the place,

and



204 SERMON XX.
and. exalted - privileges,. which Chriftianity
fets before-us ; let us ¢¢ therefore, my brethe
rén; ewdeavour with fo much the more di-
~ ligénceé .to..make - our, calling: and eledtion
furer.” Let us: ftrive, by the divine afiift-
ance, to anfwer. the. good :purpofe of God
concerning us, Let us labour faithfully in
our vocation' and ‘muniftry : and -ftudy to
fulfil, .bs-far as we are able,: all* the - pbliga-
tions. of.duty. . <« If we.do thefe thihgs, we
thall never fall*.’”.:God will fuppott:us with
communications: bf grace,. fuitable. to our
ftate and neceffities : will rendér us equal to
the difficulties of our warfare; and . bring
it at Jaft:to a glorious iflue. . « For fo an en-
trance fhall be richly and abundintly mi-
. niftered unto us,’’ to admit us. ¢ into the
everlafting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jefus Chriftt.” We fhall not only be {fecure
of obtaimng happinefs there; but fhall be
recewved Into 1t with circumftances of dii-
tingutfhed honour. F or thofe graces, which
» 2 Pet, 1. 16,
Ibids

- v 1bad, ver 31, (ee DoDRiner’s Fam. Exp,

adorned
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adorned our profeflion here on earth, will
attend us at laft, 1 a radiant train, to thofe
heavenly manfions of blifs and glory, which
the divine mercy tfhall then affign - us,
through the merits and mediation of Jefus
Chrift.

To whom, with the Father and the Haoly
Ghoft, be afcribed, as 1s molt due, all ho-
nour, adoration, and praife, both now and

for ever-more, Amen.

* SER-
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2 TiM. 1. 10.

And hath brought life and immortality fo lighs,
 through the Gofpel.

E have already feen, what a perfe&t

and complete rule of life Jefus

Chrift has delivered in the Gofpel for the

moral improvement of mankind. And we

have alfo feen, what powerful affiftances he

has gractoufly vouchiafed to enable them 1o
obey its-direétions.

But, notwithftanding mankind were thus

enlightned with the knowledge of their duty,

and
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and ftrengthned likewifz with abilities to
perform 1t; yet, as they found themielves
obliged to refrain from many thigs which
appeared defirable, and to embrace as many
that were very grievous, to fleth and blood;
fo was it moreover neceflary, that {fome
we*:g}rty and aﬁ%&mg motrvés {heuld be pro-
pofed and laid before them, to difpofe and
determine them to at accordingly :~—mo-
tives {ufficient, as well to reftrain them from
the purfuit of vice under its moft engaging
appearance; as to urge them forwards i
the pradtice of virtue agamf’c the moﬁ pref-
fing, difeouragenrents,

But {uch motives cotld not be drawn from
any thing that occurred 1n the prefent flate.
The arguments founded on the digaity , amr-
ablenefs, and advantagesof virtue, how clearly
foever and:elegantly diplayed, had but ht-
tle effet on the general conduét of mankind;
and were much too weak to withftand the
violence of ftrong temptations, and the ter-
rours of fevere and alarming trials. To men,
whofe: views were confined to thisr‘ world,

that. conduét muft neceflarily dppeas: by far
the
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the wifeft and moft advantageous, which
was moft likely to eafe them of the pains
and troubles, and to procure them the plea-
{ures, of the prefent life. And fince the
pleafures and pains, or the happinefs and
mifery of the prefent life, are by no means
regularly conne&ted with the moral chara&er
of mankind ; but rather difpenfed in a feem-
ingly promifcuous and indifcriminate man-
ner; it 1s obvious to conclude, that perfons,
actuated by the foregoing princinles, would
naturally be led to facrifice the nteredt of dif-
trefled virtue to the engaging allurements of
more profperous vice,

But, though the appetites and pafhons
generally prevailed, and inclined them to
fow and unworthy purfuits; yet there fhill
fubfifted 1 every man’s breaft an wdelible
fenfe of the mamfeft difference between good
and evil; and the diftates of confcience, telt
within ¥, forcibly prefled them to avoid the
one, and to embrace the other. Hence they
perceived themielves to be as well moral, as
rational, agents; and confequently account-

v Dominans ille in nobis deuse  Cicero.

Vor, 1l P able
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able for all their ations. And fince they
clearly faw, from the prelent unequal dii-
penfations of providence, that a proper ac-
count of human aétions was not taken in
this world ; the wileft and moft confiderate
of them reafonably inferred, or rather feel-
ingly prefaged, that there muft be of pecef-
fity a future ftate ; in which all thefe things
would be finally fettled, and every one fhould
receive the juft and due reward of his
deeds.

Such notice did nature {fuggeft concerning
the reality of another life. And upon this
notice, ftrengthned perhaps by traditionary
accounts, the world entertained fome con-
fufed belief of a future invifibleftate, through.-
“out all ages. But this belief, however uni-
verfal, was fo weak and languid, that it
could never fupport the caufe of virtue; cf-
pecially when ftruggling with difficulties and
diftrefs. In that cale, men {tood in need of
fuller evidence s and feem 1n truth to have
occafionally obtained it, in a degree and
- manner {uited to their peculiar conditions
and capacities. In general however, man-

kind
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kind were left entirely to themfelves, apd
to their own reafonings. And the effe&
was, that they foon {unk into doubts and
uncertainties, which they knew not how to
difpel.

W hen common {enfe was thus at a {tand;
fome afhiftance, perhaps, might be expeéted
from philofophy. But the philofophers, in-
ftead of clearing 1t up, involved the {ubjet
in greater obfcurity; and perplexed the
world with thetr various and coutradillory
opinions about 1t.  Some affirmed, that the
foul died and perithed with the body : others
maintained, that it was mcorruptible and
immortal : but the far greater part of them
luQuated perpetually in their{fentiments, un-
able to determine where to fix =,

While 1t laboured therefore under fuch
inconfiftencies, the doftrine of immortality

x Sunt, qui difcefium amimi a ;:orporc putent cfle morterh,
Sunt, qui nullum cenknt fier1 difceffum, fed wna azimum et
corpus occidere, animumque in corpore exttingui. Qui difces
dete animum cenfent, alit ftatim diffipary, alii din permanere,
all femper. Ciceron. Tufeel. Difp, L 1. ¢iixe Harum fen-
tentiarum quee vera fit deus aliquis viderit: quie verifimiliima

magna quadtio eft. Ibid. c. xu
P 2 and
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and a future ftate could be of little or 1o
{ervice to the real purpofes of virtue and
godlinefs. Of this indeed its moft ftrenu-
ous advocates feem to have been fully fen-
{ible. For 1t is wvery remarkable, that,
though they treated fo largely and {o fre-
quently of the rewards and punifhments of
another fife ; yet, they {feldom or never at-
tempted to apply them to any of thofe pious
- and noble ends, which they were excellently
fitted to anfwer. They feldom or never ap-
plied them to the fuppreflion of vice, or the
encouragement of virtue. They never ap-
plied them," either to reftrain the giddy ca-
reer of the thoughtlefs and abandoned; or
to comfort the well-difpofed under the va-
rious troubles of this mortal life, and raife
them above the fear of death. The argu-
ments they ufed for thefe purpofes were
drawn from other topics: from the bafenefs
and 1wfamy of an evil courle ; and from the
credit and reputation that attended a good
ote : from the {uthciency of virtue for the
completion of its own happinefs: and from

the confideration that things, which cannot
be
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be avoided, fhould be cheerfully and courage-
oully enduredy. Arguments of infinitely
weaker force than thofewhich are fuggefted
by the hopes and fears, that nature has im-
planted in every mind, with regard to the al-
lotments of futurty,

But this, alas! was not the worft. Phi-
lofophy, at length, did greater mifchief, It
even deadened the influence of thefe natural
paffions ; and deprived virtue of its {trongeft
guards, For, as by reprefenting Hades (the
place of departed, but virtuous, fouls) to
be a gloomy and difconfolate region?, . it

damped

* Vide Ciceron. Tufcul. Bifputationes, Iib, i1, & 1v. et alibi
paflim.

z Thus HoMER, the great divine of the heathen world, re-
prefents the fouls in Hades as difconfolate, and lamenting their

#

condition. See
Il1ad xv1. 356. ‘Fu;.;;:l 0 £x ﬁsﬁfn*v, &,
Od}‘ﬂ: X1, 4.88. Bh‘laf;.m:r % Efrsigb’f@', &,
xxiv. 6. Q¢ 8o ru:{ﬂgf?fg, &G,
And though PraTo, in the beginning of his third Ropudlic,
cenfures thefe paflages, and would kave them expunged, as in-
jurious to the welfare of fociety; fince they tend to weaken the
courage of men, and make them afraid of death: yet is he obliged
to acknowledge 1n his Crarplus, that the fentments contained

therein were fo deeply fixed in the minds of the common peovle,
P 3 that
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damped the hopes of good men; and checked
that ardout of defire, with which they na-
turally panted after fome foture, unexperi-
enced joys, that would make amends for
their prefent {ufferings 3 fo, by divefting the
deity of punitive juftice®, of the wall and
capacity of domng apy hurt, it freed the
wicked from the terrours of vengeance ; and
fet them loofe to purfue the bent of their
vicious inclinations without controul. The
confequehee was jult what might be expected.
Probity and wvittue declined apace; while
yice and diflolutenefs gathered ftrength;
and {pread their baneful, deftructive in-
fluence, through all orders and degrees of
people.

- Nor was this the ftate of the Gentiles
oply, The Jews, attached ta the temporal
promifes, and infeéted, many of them, with

shat they could by no means be perfuaded to think othenwife of
Hades, than of a region uncemfortable, ylocmy, and difinal—
and thereiore greatly dreaded by them,

* Hoe quidem commiune eit omnium philofophorum---nun-
quiam nee ra’sl cewn, nee nocere. Crcero De Qfhls, lib.
. cap. xxviily,  Sezmore fn Bp. Wazstrron's Div. Legat,

yol 1L b. it § 6,
the
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the principles of Sadducifm, were nearly in
as bad a condition. For though we thould
allow, that the doftrine of immortality and
afuture ftate was moft prevalent among them;
yet they {feem to have been but little atten-
tive to the vaft and 1mportant confequences
of it. They advanced no higher in the prac-
tice of virtue, than the others did, who had
no hopes; and were guilty of as many and
great vices, as the worft ofsthem, who had
nothing to fear beyond the grave.

At fuch a crifis, 1t 1s obvious to infer,
what great need there was of a divine reve-
lation to ftrengthen and confirm the ditates
of nature ; and to afcertain the reality of a
future ftate: to 1nculcate and mmprefs on
mankind the lafting importance of true re-
ligion, by awakening their minds to a pro-
per {enfe of the divine juftice; which 1s
equally concerned to punifh the wicked, as
to reward the good.

Accordingly <t this period, Chrit recom-
mended, after a fignal manner, his love and
kindnefs to us—in that he ¢ brought life

and imnortality to light through the Gof-
Pa pel ;"
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pel:”” 1n that he eftablithed the {entiments
and expectations of nature; and improved
the mtimations given by the law: m that
he illuftrated the doétrine of a future ftate;
and cleared 1t of all the doubts and difficul-
ties, under which 1t had before laboured,
For the Gofpel not only affures uvs of the
world to come; but lays 1t open to our
vicw 1n the planeft and the fulleft manner:
defcribes 1t with {uch particular circums
ftances, and delineates 1t by fuch affelting
reprefentations, as are molt admirably-fitted
to promote the ends of true religion :—ad-
mirably fitted, to reclaun us from the prac-
tice of the moft alluring vice; and to ani-
mate us in the difcharge of the moft hazard-
cus duty.

To this purpofe we are mnformed, that
¢ a3 1t 1s appointed. for.all men once to die,
{o after that.there will come a-judgment * ;
when we {hall all appear at the tribunal of
Chrift, to give an account of the things we
have done; and fo reccive for thofe things

> Heb. x. 27,

accord-
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accordingly ©.” For ¢¢ when the fon of man
thall come 10 his glory, and all the holy
angels with him, then fhall he fit on the
throne of his glory; and before him fhall be
gathered all nations?. When they ftand
before him, both {mall and great, then fhall
the books be opened; and all fhall be judged
according to the things written 1n thofe
books <. And as there 1s. nothing covered
which fhall not be revealed, and nothing
'hid that fhall not be known f;”’ {o there is
nothing, which fhall not recetve a juft re-
compence of reward, fuitable to its nature,
whether good or evil.

When judgment 1s patied, a proper dlfcri-
mination will take place; and every one
fhall mherit his deftined and deferved por-
tion. ¢ To them, who, by patient conti-
nuance in well doing, {ought,’” and prepared

" .themlfelves for, a ftate of ¢¢ immortal honour

and glory;” Chuft will at laft gracioufly

¢ 2 Cor. v. 10,

4 Datth, xxv. 31, 32,
¢ Rev. xx. 12,

£ JMatth, x, 206,

render
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render the great prize they {o ardently pur-
fued—even < eternal lifee> and eternal
happinefs. ¥ But to.the” perverfe and un-
grateful < children of contention, who per-
tinacioufly difpute agamft the truth; and,
iftead of obeying its riphteous dictates, ob-
ftinately ‘follow their own wicked ways, and
"prejudicate opinions;;” he will render a quite
different :portion. For them s referved all
that can beiimagimed moft dreadful and tre-
mendous: ¢ Indignatien™ 1s conceived, and
« wrath”’sthall break forth again{t them:
the tharpeft < tribulation,’” the moft -hope-
lefs and 1nextricable ¢ anguith,” will burft
out in a torrent of unmingled mifery on their
haplefs and ‘guilty {fouls ® ; and will continue
to-torment them for ever and ever,

Such art the motives, thatis, the promifes
and threataings, which Chrift dilclofed, in
order to Influence our moral condu&. And
though thefe promifes and threatnings refer
to a future and diftant world 3 yet, that he

£ Rom. 1. 7.
bk ven, 8, 90 Sec Doppripae in loc,

affirmed
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affirmed nothing but what was true; that he
promifed or threatened no mote, than what
he ¢an, and, 10 due time, will certainly per
form; we have all the evidence imaginable
to believe,

For what can be more evident, than that
we are deftined, though mortal, to live
again; « when Chrift, our head,” rofe from
the grave § and vifibly afcended to refume his
glory in that ftate, from whence he had
come down to reveal it unto us?

And fince an eternal ftate awaits us, what
can be more evident, than that he, who was
able to blaft and deftroy by the word of his
mouth, to flrike offenders dead by the mi-
niftry of his fervants ¥, in this prefent world;
mufl be likewife able to affli& and take ven-
veance on them in that future world, of
which he is equally the lord and governor:
- What can be more evident, than that he,
who was able to {upport the weary multi-
tudes, and to relieve their hunger with food,

' Matth, xx1, 19, Mark x1. 14, 20.
K Adts vo g, 10, X1 11,

2 1N
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i1 the wildernefs I's muft be able alfo to fa-
tisty the righteous to the extent of their de-
fires, and fill them with all {piritual com-
forts, 1 heaven?

But evident as 1t 1s, yet this point may re-
ceive- fome farther illuftration: or at leaft,
the propricty of the miracles by which it is
{upported may become more confpicuous ; if
we particularly confider the nature of thofe
emblems,. under which the enjoyments of
another lifé are 1n- Scripture reprefented
to us. -

Now, as.the foundation of happinefs is
laid 1n'freedom:from.pamn and {ufferings; fo
heaven is accordingly defcribed as a place of
perfect ;eafe- apd {ecurity : where ¢ there
fhall be no-more death, neither forrow, nor
crying ; neither fhall there be any more pain:
for Chrift’ thall wipe away all tears from
their eyes™” And what plainer proof, what
furer pledze could he give, that he will here-

blatth, xive 1g, &e. xv, 32, &eo Mark vie 25, &«
v, %o Luleixo 1z, & John v g, &e.

: :
» Pev. w4,
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after preferve his faithful {ervants in perfe&
cafe; and defend them from every thing
hurtful and annoying ; than his having al-
ready wrought, for their comfort and relief,
{o many f{falutary and cafe-difpenfing mi-
racles?—than his having raifed fome parti-
cular perfons from the dead ; and his having
removed from others thofe maladies and tor-
ments, which were the caufe of their for-
rows, troubles, and affliftions?

If we advance now from eafe to enjoy-
ment; the {fame obfervation will hold good.
The bleflings of another life are often re-
prefented by the comforts of this. When we
are given to underftand, how completely
happy the rightcous fhall be in the world to
come; it is exprefly faid, that ¢« they fhall
hunger no more, nor thirft any more; for
Chrift thall feed them, and lecad them unto
fountains of living waters™.” [f then the
felicities of the fprritual world ftand thus
defcribed under the vail or covering of tem-
poral enjoyments 3 what more fignificant 1n-

7 Rev. vii 16, 17,

{tance
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ftance, what more appropriate example could
our Saviour produce, of his ability to fupply
all the longings and defires of the foul ; than
his fatisfying to the full the analogous crav-
ings and appetites of the body f~—which he
more than once miraculoufly dide.

But whatever rewards on the one hand,
or whatever punifhments on the bther, may
be referved for men 1n a future flate; yet ma-
nifeft it is, that they can only take place in
confequence of the final judgment. That
there 15 a judgnﬁent to come, nature dic-
tates, and revelation confirms. In com.
paffion to mankind, this judgment, we are
informed, 1s committed to Chrift, And that
this information 1s true, who can now poffi-
" bly difpute, when his power to judge the
world was {fo vifibly difplayed; and the
form of his proceedings fo circumftantially
reprefented, in the fate of the Jewith
nation !

He told them, before his death, that, as
fure as the Jewith polity thould be deftroyed,
aud the inhabitants of Judea be wvifited for

° See the paflages referrad to in p. 220,
their
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théwr iniquities 3 {o {urely thould the frame
of the univerfe be difiolved; and the inhabi-
tants of the earth be fummoned to judgment?,
One part of this prediftion has been already
fulfilled; and that in {o extraordinary a
manner, as plainly thewed 1t to be the work -
of Chrifte. The other therefore will be
fulfilled in 1ts {eafon 5 at the time determined
by the Father. And when that determined
time 1s come, can it ever be doubted, that
he, who, in this judicial manifeftation, made
{fuch an apparent difference between the be-
lieving and unbelieving Jews; will alfo, in
that future determination, of which this was
the emblem, make again the like diftinc-
tion between the righteous and the wicked
between them that ferved him 1 fear and
reverence, and them that defpifed and tranf-

greffed his Loves

P Dutth. ch. xxiv, 2931, Drv Jacksox™s Woiks, vol. 1.
b. 1. ch. xuiv,

9 The interpofition of a divine power was {o clearly vifible in
the overthrow of Jerufalem, that Titvs himielf afcnbed his
taking that city to the allittance of God,  Jesern. de Bello Jud.

hib, vi,coix, § 1L

There
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. There are fome paffages 1n the Gofpels,
nearly allied to this fubje&, which, as they
have been grofily perverted to the bafe pur-
pofes of infidelity, it may be proper to recall
to their deftined ufe. The paflages I mean
are thofe, which give us an account of the
repeated demands made by the Jews, that
our Saviour would fhew them ¢ a fign from
heaven.”” The fign they referred to, 1s thus
defcribed by the prophet Damiel. ¢ I faw
in the night vifions, and behold one like the
fon of man came with the clouds of heaven:
and- there was given him dominion, and
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, na-
tions, and languages fhould ferve him®.”
Now the dominion of Chrift was then to be
eftablithed, when the Jewifh polity was de-
ftroyed. Our Saviour therefore, percerving
that they knew not what they afked, ¢ fighed
deeply 1n his {pirit; and faid, An evil and
adulterous generation fceketh afier a fign;
and there fhall no fign be given 1t, but the

fign of the prophet Jonas. For as Jonas
~t Ch. vii. 13, 144 |
¢ Mark viil, 12.

Wds
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was three days and three nights in thewhale’s
belly ; {o fhall the Son of Man be three days
and three nights n the heart of the earth t.”
Thus far he draws the parallel in plain and
explicit terms: farther he could not openly ad-
vance without danger of exciting their re-
{entment. But from this ntimation, cona
nected with the fequel of thé hiftory of
Jonah, the ferious and contemplative might
eafily perceive the full force and purport of
the anfwer : which was indeed moft perti-
nently adapted to thetr urgent, though fatal,
demand. |
The hiftory informs us, that Jonah was
{ent by Almighty God to preach repentance
to the finful Ninevites. He preached ac-
cordingly ; and enforced his exhortations
with this argument—¢¢ yet forty days
and Nineveh fhall be overthrown®.” Chnift
was fent 1n like manner to work the con-
verfion of the finful Jews; and he u_rged_'it
upon them by the very fame argument.
For {ubftitute now a year for a day, ac<

v Matth, xii. 39, 0.
4 Jonah 1, 4. o
Vor. 1, Q | cording
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cording to the ftile of the prophetic lan-
guage ; and the {um of his reafoning wilk
plainly appear from the tenour of the
parallel, to iffue at laft in this—s¢ Yet forty
years, unlefs ye repent, and Jerufalem fhall
be deftroyed.” And as they repented not,.
deftroyed it was; exattly at the end of that
predited period %,

That our Saviour had this event m
view, and alluded to 1t 11z his feveral an-
fwers; i3 not Only evideﬁt from the fore-
goifig’ reafons; but receives ftill additionak
confirmation from his fubfequent, and more
open declarations, When the difciples
thewed him' the' buildings of the temple;
he plinly told them, thaty ¢¢ there thould
pot be left one. #tome uwpon another, that
fhould not be thrown down?:” and that-this

~ * Here 1t deferves to be noted, as it makes our Saviour’s re-
ference ftill more ﬂrikilig; that Ni'nevch‘ hatl undergone this
threatned fate, For though upon their repéntance at Jonah’s
preaching, ¢ God alfo repented of the evil he had faid he would
do unto them;” yet forty years after, when they relapfed again,
Nineveh was deftroyed : as phainly appears from the laft chapter
of the book of Tobit, ver. 8. and 15, And muft therefore have
been known to the Jews.
. ¥ Matth, xxiv, 2.

C e ' thould
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thould happen within the thort and narrow
limit of that prefent gencration, This was
clear and prectle enough. Bat 1n his final
anfwer to the high prieft he was ftill more
explicit; and {eems to have pui*pofely ad-
jufted his reply to the circumfitances of the
cafe before us.

When the high pf‘icﬂ: acijured him, that
he would inform the council, ¢ Whether
he was the Chrift, the Son of God; Jefus
faith unto him, Thou haft faidz:"" that 1s,
he anfwered them to this efie&—< You
have all the reafon in the world to con-
clude; that T am the promifed Meffiah. 1
have given you the fulleft and moft incon-
teftable proofs of it, 1 have thewed you.
all the figns, and performed all the mi-
racles, which the prophets had foretold
the Mefliah fhould perform: and yet ye
will not believe. There 15 one fign 1ndeed,
mentioned by the prophet Daniel, which
you have_frequeﬁtly demanded to fee; and
which 1 have hitherto, 1n mercy, forborn:
to difplay; though 1 have as frequently‘

2 Matth, xxv1. 6_3, 6 4.

Q 2 - reminded
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reminded you both of the certainty and
dreadfulnefs of it. Neverthelefs, as the
meafure of yeur iniguities 1s growing to
the full, this fign fhall alfo be fhortly ex-
hibited. For ¢« hersafter,” and at no long
diftanee, <« ye fhall fee the Son of Man,
fitting on the right hand of power; and
coming in the clouds of heaven?’™ to take
vengeance on them that know not God, and
that obey not the Gofpel®.”

Such was our Saviour’s conduét ; and fuch
the mode of reafoning he ufed on thefe cri-
tical occafions. And who, but the moit in-
veterately prejudiced, could poflibly cenfure
this conduét: could poflibly infer from this
mode of reafoning, that Chrift dilcouraged
all rational inquiry, as conicieus that he
could not, with refpe to the evidence of
his divine miffion, fatisfy the underftand-
ings of difcerning men ¢! But this infinuation
15 as falfe, as it is impious. He was al-
ways forward to promote their inquiry ; al-

2 Matth, xxvi. 64.
b 2 Thefl, 1. 8.
¢ Chriftianity not founded on argument,

4 was
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ways ready to clear up their doubts. He
urged them with proofs upon proofs, and
miracles upon miracles; and therefore left
them without excufe. Whatever our mo-
dern mfidels may think, even ¢ the men
of Nineveh fhall rife up in the judgment
with that generation, and fhall condemn 1t:
for they repented at the preaching of Jonasd,”
which was {upported at moft but by one
miracle; whercas thefe perverfely with-
{tood the moft falutary admonitions, fup-
ported by the ftrength of repeated proofs,
and the united force of numberlefs mira-
cles. And fince their behaviour was o in-
corrigibly vile; how juftly did they fall
under the weighty rigour of that fign,
which they had {o often imperioufly de-
manded,

Dreadful were the things which befel the
anfidels of that age, ¢ But all thofe things
happened unto them for enfamples: and they
are written for our admonition, upon whom
the ends of the world are come¢;” and to

d Mﬂtd]l Xiii 41'
¢ 1 CGI’. X lIl

Q 3 whom



2.30 SERMON XXIL

whom 1s committed the laft difpenfation of
grace and mercy. Let us therefore be ad-
monifhed by them; and be efpecially care-
ful that we..<¢ tempt not Chrift,”” who has
gr,acicmﬂyﬁ been pleafed to-rake ps under hig
~conduét and prote€tion ; and who has ho-
nou;éd his church with fo many demqn-
{trative tokens of his prefence. Let us
¢ take heed, brethren, left there be in any
of us an evil heart of unbelief 1n departing
from the liyingﬁ Godf,” and rejefting the
(ofpel-revelation. For fore will be their
$¢ condemnation,’’ 1if, « when light 1s come
into the world, men” will perverfely fhut
their eyes; and ftill continug to « love
darknefs rather than light,” for fear ¢ rheiy
dzeds fhould -be reproved®’’ But whether
they are repi*oved i this world dr not ; -yet,
there is now opened another {cene, 1n which,
we are {ure, they fthall finally meet with
condign punifhment. For ¢¢ the Lord
cometh Witb ten thoufands of his faints,
to_execute judgment upon -all; and” more
f Heb. 111 £

% Johni 19, 20.

L efpecially
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efpecially ¢¢ to convit thofe who have
lived ungodly, of all the impious deeds,
which they have 1mpioufly committed,
and of all the hard, 1rreligious {peeches,
which ungodly finners have {poken againflt
him 2,

How we (hall be brought, though fubje&
to death, to ftand up at the future judg-
ment ; and what will be the particular con-
{equences of it; I fhall have occafion to con-
fider more largely hereafter,

In the mean time, ¢ bleflfed be the God

and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who,
according to his abundant mercy, hath be-

gotten us again unto a lively hope—unto
the hope of life—by the refurreftion of
Jefus Chrift from the deadi.”  Amen.

b Jude, ver. 14, 135,
“ g et 3.

04 o E R.
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2 LIM. 1. I0.

Who bath abolifbed death, and bath broughs
life and immortality to light, through the

Gofpel.

N my laft Difcourfe I reprefented to you,

in how clear a light the Gofpel of Chrift

had placed the doftrine of a future ftate; and

“what evident proofs 1t gave to the world of
the certainty of a future retribution.

But the dotrine of retribution in a future

ftate, however clearly proved, was yet at-

tended with certain difficulties, which mere
reafon
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reafon could never refolve ; and which there-
fore called for the aid and afliftance of fome
farther difcovery than could poflibly be ob-
tained on the principles of nature. That
men fhould be accountable in another {tate
for-the thingsthey had done in this, reafon
allowed to be fit and richt’; but then the
difficulty 1n the eye of reafon was, how they
could be brought into that ftate to render
the account required. Mankind are mortal ;
deftined to perifh by the {troke of death be-
fore the judgment comes. By this interven-
mg deftruGtion theicene1s 1n all appearance
clofed; and judgment entirely excluded
For though it ‘be acknowledged that pur
fouls furvive; yet, thefe alone cannot in
eqmty be an{werable for our actions. For
our a&ions are not the a&ions of pure fplrlts
orfouls; but the afions of men; that is,
of fouls and bodies united. And thereforé
it follows, that, 1n order to be reftored to
the integrity of our nature, and put in a
condition to anfwer for ourfelves; our fouls
thould again be united to our bodies, and

the {fame indwiduals recalled to life. But of
- fuch
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fuch a reftoration or refurrection to life na-
ture afforded no examples. For ¢ what is
there 1 the whole compals of bemgs that
yields a fumilitude of duft and athes rifing up
again into regular bodies, and to a f{tate of
perpetual immortality k2’ According then
to the conclufions of nature, mankind, it
thonld feem, muft for ever continue under
the power of death, without any hope of
being delivered from 1t. And their conti-

nuance in that ftate muft neceflarily cut them
off from all connc&ions with the concerns
of futurity.

On this view of things, death, you fee,
ftands as a perpetual bar to judgment; and
throws fuch difficulties in the way of future
rewards and punifhments, as render the exer-
tion of them void and impracticable. Bur
as death had originally no place m nature,
if you fuppofe 1t again removed ; or, which
is the fame thing, fuppofe that our bodies
thould hereafter be refcued from the power
of the grave; and raifed up again to a ftate

X Bp. Suerwnock, vol. L. difc, vi, p. 204,

e

of
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of incorruptibility ; then all the' difficulties
vanifh at once—and leave us, as in a perfe&t
capacity,  fo in full expedtation, of being’
finally called to give an account.

Now, what we have here delivered by
way of fuppofition, the Gofpel has advanced
to clear reality, For it affures us that Chrift
¢ has abolithed death”-—¢¢ and will raife
us up-at the laft day':’” « that the hour i
coming, 1n the which all that are in the
oraves fhall hear the voice of the Son of
God,  and’ fhall come forth™.’”> And need
I prove that the voice of Chrift 1s fuch a
powerful voice—adequate to this mighty
performance ! The dead have proved it long
ago :- who felt its quickening energy in the

grave, and rofe up to atteft its efficacy ». His
own refurreGtion placed it farther ~out of

doubt ; as it exhibited, with the reft, not
only a proof, but dlfa an example, of the

| Very do&trine.

\

1 E l‘

] Johnw 44+
| m ]ohn v. 28, 20,

' Matth. ix, 24, 25. XXVils §2, §3 Mﬂl‘k’f 35~—43. Luke
Vi §1---18, Vill, 49---56.  John xi. 43, 44

Since
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Since Chrift then has already given us
{fuch convincing proofs of his power to de-
liver from the dominion of death, both by
raffing himfelf and others; we may reft
affured, on the ftrength of this pledge, that
« his wonders fhall again be once more
fhewed in the grave, and his faithfulnefs in
deftru&ion®. And -although the worms
deftroy thefe bodies, yet, as we know. that
our Redeemer liveth, we may {lill be con-
fident, that in our fleth we fhall fee Gode:”’
that we fhall ftand before him, every man in
his own body : ¢ for thefe eyes {hall beheld
him, and not another,” 1

But this 1s not the whole. For Chrift
has not only abolithed death, and entitled us
to the privilege of a future refurre&tion, but
he « has alfo brought life and immortality

to hight by the Gofpel :** that 1s, he has re-
 vealed and defcribed to us the nature and cir-
cumftances of that eternal ftate—whether of
happinefs or mifery-——to which we fhall be
configned at the final judgment. For, as

o Pfal, Ixxxvil. 11,
> Job x1X, 25~27.

the
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the judge of the earth muft then do right;

fo will he diverfify our fate and condition,
according as our works thall be. And there-
"~ fore eternal life muft be fuppofed to include,
as well the punifhments of the bafe and
wicked, as the rewards of the virtuous and
good.

- Now, fince the righteous fhall be ad-
vanced to complete happinefs in atiother
life, their nature will be improved, in both
parts of its compofition, to a degree {uitdble
to fuch a heavenly ftate. They fhall no
longer be {ubjelt to death and corruptiont 5
but « fhall be equal to the angels, #nd the
children of God, being: the children of the
refurreftion 1. Their badies fhall fio longer
appear bafe, vile, and contemptible ; but
¢¢ thall be fathioned by the power of Chrift
mto the form and likenefs of his own glo-
rious body * #** fhall be arrayed with the fanie
fplendor that his own aflumed at the tran{-
figuration *§ and then continte ¢ to fhine

1 Luke xx. 30,
r Philip, i11. 21.
+ Matth. xvit, 2.

forth
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forth for ever, as the fun, in the kingdom
of the Father®.” Their fouls m like manner
fhall partake of great and marvellous im-
provement : for every faculty fhall be
{irengthned, and every power increafed,
They. fhall advance, and be made perfe& i
all the excellencies of rational nature: in
wifdom, knowledge, holinefs, and purity:
and fhall prefs on continually to higher and
higher eminence,

And as they are thus improved, ennobled,
and refined ; {o 1s the place of thetr refidence
adapted to their exalted natures. It 15 re-
prefented as a place of mconceivable {plen-
dor, dignity, and magnificence:—¢ A city:
that hath no need of the fun, neither of
the moon to thine 1 it: for the glory of
God illuminates it, and the Lamb is the
Lght thereof.”

Nor are the manfions more {plendid, than:
the company 1s venerable. For in the other
world the righteous thall be admutted to the
blifsful and 1mproving < fociety of angels;

¢ Matth, xiil. 43,
" Rev, xx1, 23,
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to the general affembly and church of the
firft-born which are written 1n heaven ; and
to the fpurits of juft men made perfet
before them=:" Al wunited mn confum-
raate peace, love, and friendthip ; giving and
receiving mutual joy, and ineffable fatis-
faction.

But, though the happinefs refulting from
the lively enjoyment of {o glorious a com-
‘pany muft be very great, yet will 1t receive
a ftill farther addition from thofe holy exer-
cifes and beatific employments in which the
bleffed are continually engaged. To live in
the reviving prefence of God, and to behold
the tranfcendent glory of his majefty; to
contemplate the perfeCtions of the great
Author and Preferver of the univerfe; to
confider his power in the creation of things,
and his wifdom in the marvellous adjuft-
ment of them; to refle&t on his goodnefs
difplayed in the ends they are intended to
ferve, and on his faithfulnefs in the execu-
tion of his benevolent purpofes; to medi-

* Heb, xi1, 22, 23,

tate



SERMON XXIIL 241
tate on the nafuye of his righteous laws, and
to trace out the excellency of his manifold
difpenfations : thefe are acts that will fill
their minds with {ublime delights, and raife
in their fouls the devouteft admiration. In
the ardour of this admiration, and in a grate-
ful fenfe of the bleflings they enjoy; they
will contindally be carried on to praife and
adore their God with all the energy of their
exalted powers, They will conftantly be
led, 1 an uniform tenour of ferene delight,
to extol the wonders of his creating love; to
magnify the mercies of his redeeming grace ;
and to celebrate the triumphs of their vifto-
rious Saviour. Thus are the famts perpe-
tually employed : thus do they ¢ always re-
joice 1n the Lord;”’ and improve in blifs as
they nife in thank{givings.

And at the fame time that they are enjoy-
ing the happinefs of their prefsnt ftate, they
can alfo look forwards to {till higher plea-
{fures. ¢ For 1n God’s prefence there 1s”’
not only, at any given period, ¢ a fulnefs
of joy;”’ but ¢ at his right hand there are
pleafures,”” that will iffue forth « for ever-

Vor. II. R more,*’
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moreY.” A circumftance that crowns and
dxgmﬁes the whole; fince. it {hewa the h’lp-
pinefs of another life to be as lafting. as it, 1s
exquifite: to be indeed permanent, unchange-
able, and eternal. They who are once ad-
mitted into that heavenly ftate, are admitted
ntq a. itate of perpetual fecurity. ‘They
thall be raifed for ever above all fear. of
[chapgé. No.hazards fhall befal. them: no
new trials affault them: the arm.of, omni;
potence will protect them.: apd,the. prefence
of the Lord will conﬁantly refrefh them.
| hey fha | NEver. be weary. of thelr condi-
tion: never be {fatiated. Wigb; th; tqufgm.f:
circulation of the fame objelts 5 for fome new
glory wiil everlaftingly break out upon, them,
to perpetuate thewr comforts, and:to 1mprove
their delights,

. Such.is the account of that futurq hap-
pmefs, dlfcovered to. us by the revelatign. of
Jetus Ghrift. And who {ees not, frqm this
account, what mlghty reafons we. have, -to
pr'ufe and adore the divine goodnets,” whigh

¥y Plal, xv1, 11,

) “-_«11 15
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has favoured' us with fuch glorious difcove.-
ries ! Difcoveries, not more illuftrious and
magnificent 1 themfielves, than advantage-
ous to the terefts of virtue. Difcoveries,
which- manifeftly tend. to elevate and en-
noble' our nature; to indpire us with a {u-
perlative greatnefs of mind; and to form
us to a godlike temper. When we look,
thirough the medium of the Golpel-revela-
tion, into the true ftate and real felicities of
the other world;- when we conflider what
exalted {piritual joys; what refiried enravifh-
ang delights, we-are-{ure hereafter to be par-
takers-of : when thefe things are the fubjett
of our ferious thoughts, the woild and its
enjoyments: leflento our view ; the pleafures
of fenfe grow fick to the tafte ; and-the al-
lurements that furroiind us lofé their poiver,
Earthly grandeur, pomp, and fplendor; the
ufoal objeds of our admiration, will: then
thine with diminifhed luftre: will then in-
deed appear ¢ to have no glory = in this

: 2 Corl iiil IG-

R 2 refpedt,
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refpect, by reafon of the glory that infinitcly
excelleth it.” | |

And when we confider farther, that the
happinefs of the other life is the portion only
of the ¢ pute in heart;” the peculiar ¢ -
heritance of them that are fan&tified * 3 how
forctbly muft this confideration move us,
to ¢ purify ourfelves from all filthinefs of
ficth and fpinit; and to perfet holmefs in
the fear of God®!” And though we may
be fubjeft in this religious courfe to re-
proaches, diftreffes, perfecutions, and death;
yet how noble and animating 1s the encou-
ragément we have to ¢ patient continuance
in well-doing !”—when we are certain, ¢ that
the fufferings of this prefent life are not
worthy to be compared with the glory,
which fhall be revealed in us¢:” when we
are certain, that they are the very means,
appointed by providence, of ¢ working out

2 Alts xxv1 18,
b 5 Cor. vil; 1.
¢ Rom. viit, 18,

for
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for us a far more exceeding, even an eternal
weight of glory 4.

And when we refle&t moreover, that
thefe great and precious promifes are not
confined to any particular nation, or to a
number of men of diftinguifthed eminence ;
but are gracioufly extended and freely of-
ferred to the whole race of mankind; what
winning obligations do they lay upon us to
{erve God, in our feveral ftations, with all
readinefs of mind, and fincerity of affeGion;
and to prefs forwards in the ways of virtue
with ardour, diligence, and affiduity ! Sure
at laft of being rewarded for our pains, with
a degrec of happinefs, proportioned to the
meafure and increafe of our holinefs. This
happinefs indeed 1s diftant ; and promifed to
our fidelity, only in heaven. But however,
that we might have at prefent {ufficient proof
of the reality and exiftence of fuch a place;
our Saviour miraculoufly afcended thither, in
open day, and before many witnefles, And
this afcenfion of Chrift, as our head, 1s both
d 2 Cor, vy 17,

R 3 a pledge
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a piedge and aflurance to us, that we alfo,
as members of his body, fhall finally afcend
after him ; partake of his promifes; and
{hare the felicities of that bleffed place.
Hence then 1t appears, that thefe promifes,
‘asthey were mtended are excellently adapted,
‘to work on men of ingenuous minds : to pro-
“mote and fecure thelr efcape from the pollu-
"tions and vices that are geperally premlent
in tlm world; and to advance thefe pious
dlfpoﬁtmns in their {ouls, Wthh may fit and
‘prepare them for the kingdom of heaven
Bat all men have not the ingenuity to be
WorLed upon by thefe milder encourage-
ments The ﬁubborn, the mcmus and the
proﬂlgate, ftand in need of more awakening
motives: fuch as may check the violence of
thelr paffions ; and awe them into a {ober,
feneus fenfe of their folly, and their danger.
The Gofpel therefore, Qdaptmg its difcove-
nes to our feyeral difpofitions, at the fame
time that it promulges the moft glorions
rewards to the fincerely pious, faithful, and
obedient; denounces likewife the moft awful
L ' punifh-
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punithments againft all prefumptuous and
umpenitent offenders. |
. As «the righteous fhall inherit eternal
life, and eternal happinefs; fo the wicked
thall be punithed with everlalting deftrution
from the prefence of the Lord, and from the
glory of lus pawer . » « They {hall lie
down for ever in tribulation and :‘mguiﬂig iﬁ
a place of perpetual torment ;"> « where
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched 5,  The expreflions are Rroi:ig
and pungent ; fitted to roufe the appreiielli
{ions of men ; and to make them attentivé
to the conﬁeqUencc of their actions, OQur
very nature ftarts, and draws back from
mifery ; and how then mift we be aﬂ"e&ed
with the dreadful affurance of mifery éver-
lafting ? ¢ If we are afraid of them who cati
kill the body, and after that have no more
that they can do; how miich rather fhould
we fear him, who, after he hath kllled

¢ 2 Theff, i, g.

t Rom. 11, g, Rev. xiv, 10, I11.
¢ Markix. 44, 46, 48.

R 4 hath
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hath power to caft both foul and body 1nto
- hell-fire? 1"

. 'This general determination, though it
{feems to include all the wicked in one
common fate; does yet in reality by no
means imply, that they fhall all be punifhed
with equal feverii:y On the contrary, we
are aflured, that their pumfhments will be
exaltly proportioned to their crimes : and as
fome < fhall be beaten with fewel,” {o
others {hall feel more numerous, ¢ {tripes?;”
1cc0rd1ng to tae meafure of their different
offences.

But perhaps it may be thought, ¢ that
even the lowelt degree of pumfhment con-
tinued through the ages of eternity, is more
than adequate to the jult demerit of the
moﬁ heinous crimes, that we can poffibly
commlt T the thort comp'lfs of this mortal
l1fe' and that it is, confequently, repug-
nant both to the Juﬁlce and goodnefs of

h Luke xii, 4, e
 Ibid. ver. 47, 48

God,
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God, that fuch punithments thould be in-
flicted.”

Now, thould this be onr mode of think-
ing ; it would be but right to think again,
whether the {ufferings of another life be not
founded in the nature of things; and are as
much the refult, the necetlary confequences,
of our {inful proceedings, as pofitive in-
flictions of the Deity for them ? In this world
we knaw that fin and mifery are clofely con-
nected: that one momentary wrong aftion
~ often expofes us to a train of evils, that will
continue to affli€t us as long as we live, And
fince this world and the next are but two
parts of one moral {yftem ; svhy may not the
{ame conflitution, that we find to be eftab-
lifhed here, equally proceed, and take place
hereafter! Why may there not be the
fame clofe conneltion between vice and
mifery in a future ftate, as there is be-
tween them now in the prefent] And if
fo, fince death makes no change in our
moral principles; but we pafs into the
other world with the tempers and difpofi

tions
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tions weé had formed m this; muft not the
{ame vicious paflions, the fame irregular
defires, the fame evil habits, and the {fame
wicked altions, that rendered us mifer-
able through the courfe of this life, con-
¢inue to keep us in that wretched fate
through the whole extent of our being M~
that ts, muit not wicked men be for ever
fubject to the natural confequences of theii
own wickednefs? For what reafon have
we to think, that the goodnefs of Geod
fhould be more concerned to prevent or
fufpend thofe etetnal {ufferings, which
attend our vices in another world; than*to
prevent or fufpend thofe temporal fuffer-
ings, which are the prefent effefts of the
{fame caufes? All that his goodnefs could
oblige him to do, was to put us on our
guard, by giving us warning of thefe dif-
tant evils: and that he has done in the
moft efféétval manner. He has informed
us by pofitivé laws how completely mifer-
able our condition muft be, if we indulge
ourfelves in evil -aftions: -and has . pro-

mulged
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mulged them by way of punithments de-
nounced, rather thap by fimple predi&tions,
that they might enter more decply into
our minds, and more powerfully influ-
ence our praCice®. DBut if men, not-
withftanding thefe forcible admonitioas,
will yet indulge wrong choice, and pur-
{fue the bent of their wvicious inclina-
tions; 15 1t not evidently juft and reafon-
able, that they fhould f{uffer the confe-
quences of thele proceedings ; and be left
to feel the eternal weight of that mifery,
which they would not be perfuaded to
avoid !

Nor 15 thte mfliCuon of fuch mifery
either lefs juft or lefs reafonable, confidered
-as the pofitive punithment of {in, difpenfed
1mmediately by the hand of the Almighty.
The laws of God, or the rules of divine
government, arc gracioufly adjuffed to
the welfare and happinefs of mankind,
And thefe laws, as all others, require to

k King's Orig, of Evi', App. § ii. p. 458,
. . L e
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be enforced by proper and f{uitable fanc-
tions: that is, by fuch meafures of re-
wards and punithments as are fitted to pro-
duce obedience to them. And if it ap-
pears, as it.1s indeed but too apparent, that
nothing lefs than the pofitive denunciation
of eternal mifery 1s futhcient to anfwer that
end and purpole; then i1s 1t {o far from
being repugnant, that 1t 13 entirely con-
formable both to the wifdom and good-
nefs of God, to place fuch terrours before
us, in order to prevent us from ruming our-
{elves.

And 1f 1t be confiftent with the good-
nefs of God to threaten us with {uch punith-
ments, 1 order to deter us from {in and
ruin ; it cannot furely be inconfiftent either
with that, or any other attribute, to exe-
cute thofe punifhments on the daring and
impenitent ; and to continue the infliction
fo long upon them, as there are beings
in exiftence, that need to be deterred and
reftrained from vice, ar confirmed and 1m-

proved in virtue, But fuch there will al-
4 Ways
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ways be. And therefore there will be always
a reafon for the eternal continuance of thofe
punithments, which are threatened to the
wicked in another life.
- And fhould it here be objefted, that
this reafon cannot be true, becaufe it 1s
manifeftly founded on cruelty; and repre-
fents them to be kept in mifery merely for
the benefit of others: then let it be re-
marked with regard to themfelves, that,
fince they are immortal, and . continue
wicked through the ages of eternity, the
punifhment of that wickednels, whether
refulting from the conftitution of things,
or pofitively mflicted by the hand of God,
muft neceflarily continue full as long,
as they continue to deferve it :—and con-
fequently, that immortal beings of eter-
nal malignity juftly deferve to fuffer eter-
nally. |

Such then are the motives, which the
Chriftian religion lays before us, to coun-
terbalance the nfluence of thofe allure-

ments that would engage us in a wIong
| courfe ;
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courft; and: to- encourage our progrefs; not-
withffanding all' the- difficulties that may
oppafe us, 1n: the: ways of truth. and. righte-
oufnefs. And what cam prevail, if thefs
cannot? Weightier motives can bever be
prapofed: to the underftanding of men, than
everlafting punithment and life eternal;
than the; greateft and moft durable haps
pinefs, and the moft intolerable -and- laft-
ing: mufery that” human: nature 1s capable
of. In this: dilcovery the Gofpel feems. to
stinmph.; and to reft thereupaniall its pewer.
By means of this difcovery, and- the con-
curring influence of divine grace, how.pgewer-
ful:did- it. farmerly appear! In confequencs
of. the. prafpet it opened tq their view,
¢ whati manner of perfons’” did its. firft
and. earlieft profeflors become, ¢¢ in- all
holy converfation and. godlinefs. of living:! I”
How ¢ pioufly, juitly, and unblameably
did they behave themfelvess in. the: midft
.of a-wicked and. perverfe generation, among

1 4 Pet, 14, 11,

whom
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whom they fhone as lights in the world=
They well confidered, how fearful a thing
it 1s to- fall under the vengeance of an
angry God ; and therefore laboured with
all their power to avoid it, They well
confidered, how joyful and happy a thiﬁg
it 1s to attair the favour of an approving
Deity; and therefore ftrove, by a carefiil
obfervance® of his righ-teous laws, to fecure
their-title to it:  With what awful‘cautioil
did tl’lﬂ} endeavour to guard again{t every
fin, for fear of icurring the threatened
punifhment ! And- with what ardent zeal
did they afpire after every degree of vittue,
- hopés of obtaining that glorious _re-
ward; -which God has promifed to. all
them, whio give {fuch proof of thc'ii"lo'@
to him? *

But- we have alfo the fame rewards, an&
the fame punithments placed before us.
And ¢ 1t 157" the higheft inftance of ¢ qur
wifdom and our underﬂaudmg,” fenﬁuﬂy

- HF-.

o Phil, 1. 18,
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to  attend to them; and in confequente,
to a& as becometh thole, who are o
deeply concerned in them. ¢« If we would
enter into life, we muft keep the command-
ments";’’ and be ourfelves, ¢ as the com-
mandments are, holy, righteous, juft and
good °.”> For thefe dipofitions, and thefe
only, can ¢« make us meet to be partakers
of the inheritance of the faints in light?.”
Vicious 'paﬂ'lons, and vicious practices,
will inevitably make us miferable: will
lead us into mifchiefs and diftrefles here;
and expofe us to eternal punithment here-
after. |

~ Let us therefore take heed to ourfelves:
and, if we mean to {ecure our happinefs, be
careful to regulate and adjuft our condu&
to the ftandard of the divine laws. For
we muft ¢¢ become fervants to God, and
bring forth fruit unto holinefs,” if we

» Matth. xix. t4.
© Rom. vii. 12,

r Col. 1, 12.

expet
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expect that ¢< the end fhall be everlaﬁi'ng
life 4.”

Now to God the Father; God the Son,
and God the Holy Ghott, be afcribed, as 1s

moft due; all honour and glory, world with-
out end. Amen,

9 Rom: vi. 22,

Voi. 11 S S E Re
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Markg., xvi. 20.

Aid z[;f,jy went forth,and preached every where ;
the Lord working with them, and confirming

the word with ﬁgm Jollowiug.

T appears, I hope, from what has been

delivered in the foregoing Difcourfes,
that the Gofpel of Chrift has fully fupplied
all the deficiences of the former difpenfa-
tions; and made ample provifion for the
improvement and happinefs of mankind. It
has laid, as we have feen, ¢ the founda-

tion of repentance from dead works” on
S 2 the
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the affurance of pardon, purchafed for us by
~our Saviour's merits ¢ it points out to us the
ways of truth and righteoufnefs by a perfe&t
rule of piety and morals, exemplified in the
hife of its divine Author: 1t helps our infir-
mities, and renders us equal to the difficul-
ties of our duty, by the premifed afliftance
of the Holy Spirit : and it animates us to
the performance of that duty, by a clear
dicovery of a future ftate of rewards and
punithments, to be difpenfed according as
our works deferve: all which it exhibits to
us under the feal and confirmation of ade-
quate and appropriate miracles.

Hence then it follows, that the Gofpel
has juftified all its pretenfions, as a complete
inftitution for the recovery of man: {ince,
by thus muiniftring « alt thofe things, which
are neceflary to life and godhinefs;” 1t has
put it 1 our power to free ourfelves from the
dominion of fin, and to ¢ work out our own
falvation.”

Now this Gofpel, or the religion it con-
tains, though calculated and defigned for
the benefit of all ; was at firft communicated

only
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only to a few: who were afterwards ap-
pointed to {pread and convey it to the reft of
the world.

But, notwith{tanding their appointment to
this work, yet fo confcious were the difciples
of their own weaknefs, and fo fearful of
oiving offence to the Jews™; that they could
not, for a time, prevail on themfelves, even
to attempt the execution of it; but {eem-
ingly threw it up, as a difficult, or rather
impracticable fcheme; and returned again to
their former employment, ¢ Peter went
a fthing:”’ and {ix more of the {fume oc-
cupation joined themfelves to him .

When they had thus returned to their fe-
cular employ, and were in danger of being
immerfed in the concerns of the world; fome-
thing, it 1s plain, was neceflary to he done;
to revive their attention to their {piritual
charge ; and render them mindful of their
religious engagements. Qur Saviour there-
fore, as he had engaged their attendance at
firft by a {firiking miracle, founded 1n their

¢ John xx. 1g.
s Jbhid xx1. 2, 3.

P
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occupation, and adapted to their capacities—
1 mean, by a myraculous draught of fithes,
and the aflurance that ¢ he would make
them fifhers of men*®;” fo now, having in-
vefted them with that commiffion, and ap-
pointed them to convert the nations; he
gave them a pledge of their future fuccefs by
a repetition of the fame miracle®. For the
draught which they had now made, was a
fignificant emblem of what they fhould be
farther enabled to do, when they came,
under the mfluence and direion of Chuift,
to fith for men (if I may fo {peak) with the
net of the Gofpel. But then they were ad-
monithed by him, that if they meant to go
on to any good purpofe, and execute their
commiffion 1n a proper manner ; they muit
prefer his fervice to all worldly concerns,
and be’ thoroughly difpofed to ¢ feed his
fheep*;” to inftrutt thofe that were ready to

| hear

t Luke v, 2---11.

¢ John xx1, 6.

T Ibid. ver. 14, Armn;g wus whsior Tarey; Lfthe Wﬂl’dsiw?n?ag
rérwy made originally a part of the queftion, which, I confe’s,
I much doubt; then mult they refer to the wefEls and 2ess, in the

' o managg-
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hear them, with ‘affeChionate and inceffant
care, -For fuch-1 take to be the real import
of that converfation, ' which he ‘held with
them, at the clofe of this miracle?, '

But though their inclinations were ever
{o good, and their concern to propagate the
dotrine of their mafter ever fo great; yet
was there no likelihood, that they tfhould
make any confiderable progrefs in the work
by the mere force of their natural abilities.
The tatk was evidently too arduous for the
common powers of hurmanity to effet. And
therefore they were commanded to ¢¢ con-
tinue at Jerufalem, till they were endued
with egtraordinary power from on high?2,”
adequate to the weight and mightinefs of the

management of which Peter was occupled : and the meaning
muft be—¢¢ Art thou more truly devoted to my jé-rrz}i;é, than to
thy own avordly concerns ¥ A meaping-in no wife fo flat and
cold as fome critics have fuggefted. The quefltion, in this fenfe,
ﬁat-urally fprung from Peter’s conduct.  Heavas the firlt that re-
turned to his former occupation, and carried the others with
him---which betrayed an ahxious concern for the world; and
might thcre‘forbe give nfe:to our Saviour’s ipterrogations,

Y John xx1. 15---19.

 Luke xxiv, 49.

. .
} ' ]
+
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S 4 under-
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undértakiigi. Accordingly;. when' the :ap-
pointed time wvas-cotne, God fent-down' his
fpirit updn- them ; - and - thereby endowed
them with the neceflary. qualifications.  He
furnifhed them witlthe. power of working
miracles 5 :and with fuch other « gifts of the
Holy Ghoft,” as.were requifite for the ac-
¢complithmeént of the. divine purpofe: r
quifite for-the propagation-.of. Chrift’s re-
ligion 3 and for the growth and eftablithment
of his kingdom 1n the world. :

' Now,.::fince the fpecial nature of thefe
marvellows gifts, and the propriety of  their
apphication, -depended . n.a great meature, on
the nature:of thofe peculiar exigences, whiclt
called for their exertion ; we muft previoufly
confider the circumftances of thmgs, as they
ftoad at that time, before we can well know

how properly. thefe gifts. were fuited md ad-
juited to them. -

Here then let it be obferved that, as the
religion of . Chrift was manifeftly intended
for the common benefit of all nations; fo
the firft thing requifite plainly was, that 1t
thould be accordingly conveyed to the

R | knowledge
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knowledge of the nations, Now this could
never be done, in any reafonable time; nor
indeed with any confiderable efficacy ; but
by conferring an the teachers of 1t the gift of
languages, to qualify them to inftruét the
nations. - Conformahly therefore to the exi-
gence of the cale, when the Holy Ghoft
fell on the apoftles, ‘he uthered his admi-
niftration with this very gift, For « they
all {pake with other tongues, as the fpirit
gave them utterance " |

Bemng thus endowed with 'the gift of
languages, and qualified to mftruct the na-
tions ; the next thing requifite {feems to
have been, that the do&rines, which Chrift
had delivered to them, and which they had
now 1n- charge to publith to the world,
thould be fo treafured up, or at leaft revived
again, in their'mem::)ry, that none of them
might be forgotten and loft,- But this was
more than their natural abilities could pof-
fibly: infure. And therefore it was another

part of the Spirit’s office, to {trengthen their

Al 1. 4.

Taculties,
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faculties,: «“and bring all .things again. tq
their-remembrance, whatchvcr their mafter
had faid unto them *.”” |

But then, as it was not ﬁlfﬁment merely
to _-rcmember the doltrines of our-Saviour,
but neceflary likewife to underftand their
true: and’ proper meaning ; to prove their. di-
vipity by :{uitable arguments ; and to obviate
the - objetions, . Wh,ich; ignorance or. malice
might form agaipﬁ them; f{o the Holy
Spirit did not only fecure the apoftles from
errour; by ;¢¢ guiding them 1nto all truth <,
and enlightning . ther ~underflandings to
judge puerringly of matters of faith; but
~«¢ he gaye them alfo a mouth and wifdom-—"
{uch kriowledge of things, and fuch powers
of expreflion—¢¢ as all their adverfaries were
not able to gainfay or refift 4.

Furnithed, howeyer,. as they were for the
work ; yet was there, fHill required. an un-
common zeal to undertake 1t; an nndaunted
courdge to purfue it; and unparalleled pa-

b Tohn xiv. 20,

¢ Ibid xvi. 13,

4 Luke xx1. 14,
tience
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tience to bear up againft the fevere and con-
ftant hardfhips, which every where attended
the profecution of it. < But in all thefe
things the apoftles were more than con-
querorse.”’ For the Holy Ghoft infpired
and ftrengthened them with fuch a degree of
courage and firmnefs, that they declined no
difficulties, dreaded no dangers, fhrunk at
no trials, 10 the difcharge of their duty ; but
even ¢ rejoiced, that they were thought
worthy to fuffer for the name of Chrift £,”
But notwithftandingtheconftancy, courage
and afliduity of 1ts firft teachers ; a religion,
{o contrary to the prevailing difpofitions of
mankind, could, doubtlefs, make but a flow
progrefs in a fenfual world by its own force,
Men, immerfed i the pleafures of fenfe,
are with difficulty brought to attend to
reafon. Such can only be inftruted by
being firft aftonifhed ; and are {carcely led to
obey, till they {ee 1t 1s 1n vain to withftand.
Suitably therefore to this occafion, the Holy
Ghoft, as was farther neceflary, armed the

¢ Rom. vii. 37.
£AGE v, 41.

apoftles
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apoftles and firft converts with the power of
- working miracles : which, at the fame time
that they proved and confirmed the truth of
their do&trines 3 awakened the attention, and
{fubdued the relutance and ftubbornnefs of
their hearers. '

But as all their hearers might not be
equally candid and fincere ; as fome of them
might hold the Gofpel in hypocrify ; and by
a vicious converfation (the natural effet of
bafe'principles) might bring a reproach and
{candal upon it; and thereby obftrud 1t in
its firft rife; {o the apeftles were moreover
endowed, as the nature of the cafe required
they fhould, with the faculty of difcerning
the hearts of men ; and with the power of
infliting puntthments. upon them, when-
ever they pra&tifed fuch vile deceits. And
this power they had -occafion miraculoufly
to exert, as we read in the account of Ana-
nias and Sapphirat, almoft as foon as Chrif-
tianity appeared. An-exertion no lefs gracious
than fevere: not only as it exhibited a2 ge-

v ACts v, 110,

nerak
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neral proof of the certainty of their divine
miffion ; but as it particularly ferved to
check the daringnefs of fraud and impiety,
and to deter- all bafe and hypocritical pre-
tenders from prefuming to difgrace their
company. - And accordingly we are told,
that « great fear came upon all : and of the
reft,” who were not fincere in their profel-
- fion, ¢ no man durft afterwards join him-
{elf to them ™’

Such were the manifeftations, the won-
derful manifeftations, difplayed in favour of
the religion of Chnft, at its firft publication
and appearance In the world. And what.
now was the refult? what was the confe-
quence of thefe wonderful mamfeftations ?
Why confefledly this. A religion, that had
nothing in 1t of external charms, nothing in
it of pompous allurements; that was quite
repugnant to the carnal inclinations, and to-
tally fubverfive of the {ettled practices and
worldly interefts, of mankind: a religion,
whofe principal article was, to believe in a

FASs YT, 13

defpifed
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defpifed and erucified Saviour: a religiou,
that propofed nothing to its profeflors, on
earth, but tribulation, affli&tion, perfecution,
and death: a religion, preached only by a
fet of poor, illiterate; contemptible me-
chanics ; and at the {ame time oppofed, vi-
rulently oppofed, by the rich, the learned,
and the honourable of the world: yet this
religion, by the mighty operations and
powerful afhiftances of the Holy Spunt,
broke through all reftramts and impedi-
ments ; {pread itfelf with {furprifing rapidity;
and bore down all the powers in its way—
till kings after kings became obedient to 1t;
and nations after nations did, and do 1t,
{ervice.,

Now this rapid and amazing progrefs
of our religion, as it was made, by our ac-
count, m confequence of the miracles fad
to have .been wrought and difplayed in its
favour; {o does it manifeft our account to
be true, and prove thofe miracles to have
been aftually exerted. The falt, the fur-
prifing fuccefs of the Gofpel, is acknowledged

on all hands : and yet, at 1ts firft {etting out,
there
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there did not appear, humanly fpeaking, the
leat probability of -its ever {ucceeding. It
had inone of thofe advantages on its fide,
which are kriown to have contributed .to the
growth and propagation of other doctrines.
It contained no foothing, no complying te-
nets, adapted to the paffions and interefts
of thofe among whom 1t was to make its
way. It had no fupport, no encourage-
ment, from the civil power: no countenance,
no recommendation, from men of learning,
eminence, or repute, It had no force, no
cunning, to uphold it; but thewed itfelf to
the world in the meekeft and moft artlefs
manner ; ‘fubmitting its pretences. to the
{tri&t examination of the curious and inqui-
fitive, through all that prying and enlightned
age : yet-neverthelefs, though utterly.defti-
tute of thefe advantages; and prefled with
various accidental incumbrances; it % grew
mightily” in a thort time; « and prevailed,”
in the compafs of afew years, over the greateft

part of the known world.
Andnow, bywhat poflible means could are-
gion, {o weak and defencelefs 1n itfelf; a re-
ligion,
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ligion, {o contrary tothe prevailing cuftomsof
the world; and {o vigoroufly oppofed. by all
the power and authority of it; be thus:propa-
gated, embraced, and eftablithed ; but by
fuch teftimonies and ¢ demonftrations of
the fpirit,” as the frft Chriftians wnani-
moufly affirm to have attended and promoted
its progrefs? Thefe indeed afford us a clear
and complete account of the worderful
change it made in the world: and nothing
elfe can rationally account for it, If we at-
tempt to folve it in a natural way,; we fhall
{ootr find, that the courfe of nature never
exhibited any thing like it In all natural
tranfactions, the event 1s proportionable to
the power of the agent, DBut here, there is
no manner of praportion between the effe&
and 1ts fuppofed caufc: between:the work
wrought and the inftruments which wrought
it. So that were we acquainted with no-
thing - thore, than what we redd "in' the
former part of the text—that « the Apoftles
went forth, and preached every where;” and
wherever they preached made a prodigious -

number of convérts; we muft neceffanly
conclude,
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conclide, according to what 1s morcover
aflerted in the latter part of it—that <« the
Lord worked moft powerfully with them,
and confirmed their words with figns fol-
lowing:” Had ¢ this counfel or this work
been of men” only, « it muft have come
to nought%’”  And therefore that jt pre-
vailed, and ‘wrought the converfion of fo
many nations; i entirely owing to the
power of God, which operated fo marvel-
loufly i 1ts favour, Such ah extraordinary
change, fuch a general revolution, btought
about; 1 fo thort a time, by fuch weak
and difpropottionate inftruments, 1s itfelf a
miracle; and the greateft of miracles; and
does ftill as evidently aflure us, that the
preaching of the dpoftles was attended with
the manifeftation of divine power, as if we
had feen it ourfelves exerted by them; in
proof and confirmation of what they
preached.

- How long a time thefe miractlous powers
continued in the churchy is a queftion that

| k A&s v. 28.
Vour: II. T cannot
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cannot eaftly,. and nceds not critically, be.
determined, . Thus much, however, the na-
ture of the. thing itfelf. wiall {fuggeft: that, .
as miracles were. conferred, in order. to
evince the truth of the Gofpel ; and to pro-
mote 1ts recép_tion, at its- firft {ettipg, onts
fo- were they continued: for as long: a: time,
as 1t ftood 1n need of fuch credentials:. When
the prejudices of mankind began to. abate,
thele extraordinary manifeftations, which
were defigned te conquer them, we may
well {fuppofe, abated likewife ; and at length
totally ceafed; when Chriftianity was, tho-
roughly eftablifhed, Miracles svere then of
no farther ufe. For when Human learning
undertook to difplay the reafonablenefs of
chriftianity, and to illuftrate the beauties and
excellences of its doftrines.s when the civil
power came in. to its fupport; and. honoured:
the church with its protection and encourage-
ment ; thefe were means {ufficiently. able of
themf{elves, without the help and concur-
rence.of iracles, ta vanguifh: all the remain-
ing oppofition, and to render the Gofpel coms
pletely vitorious, -

| Accords
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Accordingly, for a century or more, after
the acceffion of the civil power, it throve
and-flourithed at an exceediiig rate ; arid was
in a fair way of making wider and farther
advances: But its career was unMappily
ftopped. The lukewarmnefs of its profef-
fors foon brought it to-d ftand; and their
{ubfequent ambitiod, quury, and diffentions
caufed it gradually to lofe ground. And
what wonder then, if God, in vengeance od
the flagrant fins of that degenerate :ige,j,
{uffered Mahometanifm, with its peftilential
train, to make large. incroachments on the
Chriftian world ; and- to tear oft at once {e-
veral provinces from. the profeffion of that
Gofpel, which they had: {o generally and
fhamefully abufed; and of which they
had- difcovered themfelves to be no longer
Wrarthy?'

This, however, -appeats to have been evi~
dently the defe@ of ien and times, and by
no means the defe@ of the Goipel. The
Gofpel had long before thewed itfelf dble to.
make its way, provided Its profeﬁbrs acted
their part, and were careful to difcharge theic

T 2 duty.
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duty. They difcharged 1t not. On the
contrary, they difgraced and vilified their
profefiion by the immorahity of their lives:
and thereby furnifhed the enemies of our
Faith with all manner of advantages agamiit.
‘Thefe advantages they {trenuoully embraced;
and brought, in confequence, many eountries
under grofs darknefs, which had énce en-
joyed the pure and cherithing light of the
Gofpel—An event, though feemingly de-~
trimental to our religion, yet, doubtlefs, per-
mitted for good ends; and probably fervice-
able to it mntereft at laft. It ferved as a
warning, a feafonable warning, to all other
chriftians, net to neglect the pratice of the
Gofpel, for fear it fhould be judicially with=
drawn from them. It might alfo {erve to
divert its courfe from a wavering people;
upnable ¢ to retain 1t 1n the love thereof ;”
and to make it rebound to other nations,
better difpofed to cultivate it with fteadi-
nefs, and to « bring forth fruit with pa~
tience !’ | | |

! Luke vii, 14

Several
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Several princes, mdifcrectly pious, have.
made atfempts to regain the ground, which
chriftianity had loft, by the force of thetr
arms ; and to replant the Gofpel, in the
regions it had left, with the points of their
{words. But alas! that great work is to be
accomplithed, not by fuch Aoly wars as
thefe; but by conflits of another kind,
which we muft maintain with our own cor-
rupt habits, and vicious inclinations : not
by foreign acquifitions; but by domeftic
viGtories over thofe impieties, which at firft
ftopped the growth, and will ever retard the
progrefs, of our holy religion ™.

When the converfation of chriftians is
{uch as becometh the purity of the Gofpel;
when they fincerely embrace and approve its
dorines, and conicientioufly endeavour to
obey its precepts; when they unanimoufly
ftrive to adorn their profeflion by good
works, and to recommend it to others hy
their virtuous example ; then may the Gafpel
refume 1tscourfe 3 recover the territories it

" Bp. ATTERBURY, Val, L. Serm. IV,
T 3 unhap-
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unhapplly loft; -and extend its Jight, n-
fluence, and power, to the darkeft and moﬂ:
dIPcant regions of the globe '-;--The'n may
it go on conquerm and ‘to conguer ;
¢ till the kingdoms ‘of the world gradaally
become the kmgdom of Chrlf‘“; antd “the
earth be overfpread with the knowledge of
the Lo#d, as the waters cover the f€a °.”
This the Scriptare affures us will be finally
the cafe ~ Anid ‘however diftant the:'perfod
i'my be, yet are there ‘tiot “wanting fome
ﬁrong prefages fome hve}ly mdlcat‘mns, of
its future accefs. The: workmgs ‘bf-provi
dence mamfeﬁly tend towards it ;. dnd; in
anous deg’rees and meth@ds, aré wifibly’ pre-
paring the' Wy for it. - Bxtenfive is the pro-
grefs “which the Gofpﬂ has already made,
and wide' are the cotintiies over ‘which it *has
Prevalled Aﬁd where it did- preifali 1t
prevailed more completély than ady wother
frehgxon could which is'a plain’ proof of its
ﬁJperlor éxceﬂen{:y - And- thbﬁgh it has
-been forced to qmt {bme placEs 1t once: pof-
m Rev X‘I‘ I_i'
# Ifaiah x1, g
fefled ;
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fefled ; yet did it leave a notable quantity. of
<¢.g00d feed” behind 1t : which, mixing with
the other produce of the foil, helped to cor-
rect and 1mprove it ; and which, by a proper
cultivation, and the favour of the heavens,
may {pring up hereafter mn a plentiful and
-pure -mncreafe.  Nay, {o penetrating and
powerful is the influence of the Gofpel,
that 1t has often produced confiderable ef-
felts, and brought about {fome remarkable
alterations®, even in places where it was
never eftablithed; nor indeed formally pro-

In- fhort, 1t has been always, to ufe our
Saviour’s compari{on, working, like leaven?,
© This is evident from the improvement it made in the uo-
sioms and fentiments of thofe heathen morahiits, who flourithed
after its promulgation; fuch as EpicTrTUS, ARRIAN, PLU-
TARCH, Max. Tyrius, Mar. Antroniyvus, HierocLes,
and SexeEca.  What influence it had on their forms of devation
‘may be feen in Dr. JorTin’s Difcourfes on the Chriitian Reli-
gion, p, 228, &c.~~To-which I fhall add one remarkable in-
ftance not mentioned by him, It occurs in Arrian, lib. ii.
cap. vii. and is no lefs than Képs, PAfazor, which was taken from
the Chriftian chiurch, and adopted by the wifer Gentiles, Tor Scor
triaddueios dedueda adl, Kipe, ininaor. Dewn inocantes, precamur
eum, Domine miferere noftri,
P Matth, xiii, 33, Luke xi. 20, 21¢

T 4 in
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“in the mafs of mankind; aflimulating to

itfelf, in various de;r'rees,‘ their different

-principles, dlprﬁthl‘lb, and manners, And,

o 1ts honour be it fpoken, it always pro-
duced the greateft effects, among thofe who
were mof} highly -polithed”. In unculti-

vated reglons it couid never thrive: their

-groﬁ"neﬁ.. could not comprehend it. This in-
“deed our two venerable focieties * have had

frequem' and repeated occafions to lament.
For their fuccefs in the converfion both of

the Eaftern and Weftern Indians, was by no

means anfwerable, for feveral years, to the
endeavours cmployed therein.  But, as the

one grew more civil and humane, and the

{

other became le{s averfe to our manners and
cuftoms, the profpe& brightened upon us;

| and the Iaboura of our mlﬁionanes have been

cqually frmtful prof pcrous, and comfmtable.

¥ Of the ancient F athers pray obferve how many werg Philﬂ-

fnpher., .
¢ The mcurpﬂmed fcclet}t 6 f'or the propagation of the

Gol'pd n foremn pares,” viz. America.  And the voluntary fo-

blety “ for promoting Chriftan knowledge,” who maintain

fix miffionaries in the Eaft Indies; and have a call for morc,

were they able to fend thems

I | | Allda
b

b
A
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And, fince 1t has pleafed God, by advancing
our conquelts 1n both placesat once, to open
a way for propagating our religion more ex-
tenfively among them; what a glorious har-
‘veft might we expect to reap, had we labour-
ers {ufficient for 1it! ¢ But, alas! the labour-
ers are few:’’ and we can only « pray the
Lord of the harvelt,” that he would difpofe
the hearts of thofe men efpecially, who draw
their wealth from thefe regions, to ftrengthen
the hands of our religious {ocieties; that they
may be able to « fend forth more labourers
‘into his harveft®. Then might we hope,
that < the name of the Loord would become
great among the Gentiles; and that in every
-place a pure offering would be offered unto
~ him, from the rifing of the {un unto the
going down of the fame*.” g
- But let our hopes of the future prevalence
of our religion be what they may ; yet ftill
it is urged, ¢ that many large and populous
trats lie at prefent in the grofleft darknefs
and, fince the Golpel s reprefented to be fo
t Matth. 1x. 37, 53,
v Mal, 1, 11, |
| extremely
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-pxtremely .fieceflary to the Salvation of - the
world; what:is to become of thefeunhappy
.people, -who couldmever-attain to- its {aving
truths i The anfwer 18==They-are {fecute in
the {gbodrefs of-a merciful Creator: - who,
¢+, 3f e gave but dittle td them, will require
a0 return-but little-of thém ;" ‘and 'who yet,
Aforthe good -ufe' they' make of ‘that little,
awill crown them-withan happinefs,;propor-
tioned 4o -their deeds, -and equal'tothe ex-

.tent of their moral capacities.
.Inftead therefore bf bemg: ovér-cirious,
and needlefly folicttous  abouts #berr. ftate;
Jet usirather be careful to thew a proper con-
.cern for otrfown. “We confefledly-enjoy fu-
 perior- advantdges ; -and fhould confequently
labour to excel in our 1mprovements. We
" are favoured with-ene « un{peakable gift,”’
for which we can never be fufficiently thank-
-ful. - We have the pure Golpel of Chrit in
our hands- and that Gafpel prevédto be the
truth of God. - As i it comes to us then, fup-
gorted- by the cleareft atteftations of divi-
nity ; let us receive it with more reverence,
and obey it with more d1llgence, for - its
havmg
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having been ratified, confirmed, and eftab-
lithed, 1n {o marvellous and unparalleled a
manner, Scornfully to reject, or indolently
to neglet 1t, 1s to ruin ourfelves. <« For if
the word {poken by angels,” if the law of
Mofes, ¢« was {tedfaft; and every tranfgreffion
and difobedience received a juft recompence
of reward; how fhall we efcape, if we neglect
{o great falvation? which at the firft began to
be {poken by the Lord, and was confirmed
unto us by them that heard him; God alfo
bearing them witnefs, both with figns and
wonders, and with diverfe miracles, and
gifts of the Holy Ghoft v.”

To which blefled and glorious Trinity,
thus uniting 1n the {upport and advancement
of Chriftianity, be afcribed, as 1s moft due,
gll honour, adoration, and praife, &c. Amen,

t Heb. 11, 2—4.

S E R
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. 2 Gor. v, 3.

If our Gofpel be hid, it is hid to them that
are lofl,

E have now feen the nature and

defign of thofe manifold difpenfa.
tions, which God exercifed towards mankind
through the feveral ages of the world, If
we confider the importance of this defign,
its neceflity indeed, for the improvement
and happinefs of mankind; we fhall {foon
perceive, and be fully fatishied, that it was

in 0o wxfe unworthy of Almighty God to
interpofe,
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interpofe, by fuch great and extraordinary
a&ts, for the fuccefs and accomplithment of
it. And, if we confider moreover the {uit-
ablenefs and propriety of the alts themfelves,
and their united tendency to that effelt; we
fhall_find {ufficient reafon to conclude, that
they-coulfl-be the produét ofine other agency
than his, ¢ who 1s excellent in counfel, as
well as mighty in work,”

The foundation of this ftupendous fyftem
is laid, as we have obferved, in the fall of
man: and the grand imtention of it is, to
work out his reftoration and recovery, Now,
as mankind, in confequence’ of- the fall;:
ftrayed perpetually into wrong paths; and
deviated from time to time nto an_endlefs
variety., of ¢ deffrucive errours ; o God made
ufe of  various methqds, as the exigence of
the cafe required, to chegk thf: progrefs of
their perverfenefs and- difobedjenicg; and to
bring t. them back to tr,uth and rlghtcoufnefs.
But of all the errours ‘they fell - into, that
was the g):oﬁéﬁ and mof} extenfively per-
hicipus, which led them to renounce the
true God,” and "to deify the feveral parts of

o the
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the.untverfe: to pay-religious homage and
adoration to- weak: and- contemptible crea-
tures, inftead of: worfhiping- the Adimighty-
Creator ; who-alone 1s worthy-of ‘the prae-
and: adoration of men. Tlus fupertkitious-
worfhip carried them, according: to its pa-.
tural bent, into-the-commflionr of the vileft:
and moft deteftable practices; which rendered:
them daily more and more ineapable of true-
and ratienal happinefs.

Now: this {tate, {o entirely foreign- to - all;
human felicity, manifeltly -required fome
proper. provifion to be made fer its amend-
ment, in the reftoration of: true religion ;
and the cultivation of bstter morals : with-.
out which it was impofhible the -warld:{howld:
become happy: With thisview then, God,
in the earlier ages of the world, and:throughs
all the times of the Old- Teftament, was
gracioufly pleafed to-make feveral revelations:
to-the. fons of men—in. order- as well to re«
move their ignorance, and:correct their.er=
routs ; -as to-improve - their: religious: and
moral principles, and to fupport their hopes
of a future and complete redemption,

3

This
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This chain of revelations was attended
tfroughout by a correfpondent chain of
miracles: which, at the {fame time that
they confirmed the truth of the feveral
do@rines ; confpired likewife to prove this
general, and, as the cafe then ftood, ‘moft
neceflary article—that Jehovah, the author
of them, was the only great and true God,
the Creator and Governour of the world;
and confequently, that He alone was en-
titled to the fervice and obedience of men.
For this fyftem of miracles, varying, as
we have feen, with every variation of ftate
and circumftances ; and yet regularly operat-
ing to one great and beneficent defign; ex-
hibits as clear a manifeftation of the agency
of the Deity, as the {yftem of nature does.
Indeed, moft of thofe ainazing works, per-
formed under the Old Teftament, wete fo
near akin to the works of the creation, that,
by a juft comparifon, they might be known
to come from the fame hand® For who,
but the author of nature, could vary and

3 BP- SHERLOCE, VOI- It DEE:- X P- 28-3- |
| contioul
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controul the courfe of nature 1n {o furprifing
a manner, and to {o gracious an end !

If the Deift therefore, who admits the
world to have been at firflt created, and to
be itill fupported, by the hand of God, will
be true to his principies; he muft admit
likewife, that the Jewifh difpenfation was
at firft planned, and all along conduted,
by the fame wile and powertul Being: For,

upon what grounds, let me afk him; does
he believe the world to be the workmanthip
of God? Is 1t becaufe he obfcrves fuch traces
of wifdom in the difpofition of 1ts parts,
fuch imnftances of power in the execution of
the whole, as no other Being could exert
or difplay? Then, 1f fo, 1s he not bound,
by the very fame reafons, to believe the di-
vinity of the Old Teftament? For, if the
works of nature are acknowledged to be
fufficient to prove that God 1s the author of
nature 3 furely the miracles of the Jewifh
religion, which are works of {imtlar defigm,
and effelts of equal power, muft be acknow-
ledged as fufficient to prove God to be the
author of that religion. 'This 1s a clear and

Yor. II. U diret
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direct conclufion. And this conclufion he
can no otherwife evade, than by rejeting
all the miracles together, as things incredi-
ble, falfe, and fititious, But the neceffity
of them for the accomplithment of the end
defigned ; the probability they derive from
the circumftances under which they are re-
corded; the general harmony that runs
through them; the connettion they main-
tain with the particular {tate and condition
of the times; and the atteftation of ancient
hiftory 1n thetr favour ; not only clear them
from all {ufpicion of that”kind, but unite
to eftablith the truth of their exiftence.

It 15 an eafy matter to raife cavils, and
to urge, perhaps, fome plaufible obje&ions
againft the evidence of any thing; efpe-
cially when viewed 1n adetached light, and
confidered 1 a disjointed manner, But
let the infidel conne&, as believers connedt,
all the acknowledged and undoubted faéls,
| 'relating to the Jewiﬂl ceconomy, together;
and then try to folve or explain them on
his own principles; and he will foon find it
far beyond the extent of his abilities, not

only
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only to produce a rational account, confiftent’
with the faith of hiftory, how they did hap-
pen; but even to form any conjettural no-
tion, how they could happen, that will not
be clogged with 1finitely greater and more
perplexing difficulties, than he can ever pre-
tend to alledge agamit the truth of the Scrip-
ture narration. ‘The fum of the argument
1s this—Either the Jewith oéconomy was
carried on by the help of thofe miracles, for
which we contend; or its proceeding and
gaing its end without them, was the moft
amazing miracle of all, And therefore,
¢« fince the falthood of the Scripture-account
would be more miraculous, than the events
which it relates;”” we may now hope, from
our adverfary’s own conceffion, that it may
venture, If not to ¢ command,” yet at
leaft to lay 1ts humble claim to, ¢ his belief
~or opinion 1.’

But be the opintons of men what they
will, certain however it is, that the Jewith
difpenfation did take effedt ; that ¢¢ the word

y Hume’s Eﬂ'a}"s, ubi fupra.
U 2 of
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of the Lord, the revelation delivered to the
children of Irael, « did not return to him
void ; but,” bemng fuftained and confirmed .
by attendant miracles, ¢ accomplithed that
which he gracioufly defigned ; and profpered
in the thing whereto he fent it 2. For 1t
wrought a marvellous change 10 the world.
It gradually difpelled the darknefs of {fuper-
ftition; reformed thofe 1dolatrous errours
and corruptions, which had long infe&ted
his own people ; and, by their converfion,
brought many others, out of all nations, to
the acknowledgement and fervice of the true
God; and to a full expectation of {ome
heavenly guide *; who thould improve their
underftandings, purify their affeCtions, raife
them to a nobler and more perfe&t ftate,
and thereby qualify them for higher hap-
pinefs,

When the Mofaic ceconomy had thus
advanced the reformation of the world, and
made men capable of a higher adminiftra-

z Ifavah Iv. 11,

2 See Note * p. 120. of this volume; and Dr. CLarxe’s
Fiv. of Religion, prop. vii. § 2.

tion ;
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tion; when 1t had eftectually reclaimed the
Jews from idolatry, and fecured their de-
pendance on the one {upreme and true God ;
when 1t had imprefled on their minds fuch
rational notions of his nature and provi-
dence, as qualied them to worfhip him
after a purer manner ;—When ¢ the light
of Irael” had reached the Gentiles, and
difcovered the dimnels of natural reafon;
when 1t had quickened their defire of farther
in{truction, and properly prepared them for
the reception of it; then it {feems to have
been the fitteft time for the promifed Methah
to make lis appearance. Forthen the world
was m the fitctelt fituation to examine the
evidence of his divine miflion; to profit by
the inftru&ions he fhould deliver to them ;
and to convey down the whole of his reli-
gion to future and diftant ages.
- Accordingly, at this fealonable time,
Jefus Chrift appeared i the world; and
brought with him ¢ good tidings of great
joy, which” belouged equally ¢ to all
people ®.’”  He came to be their Saviour;

% Luke 11, 10.

U 3 that
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that 1s, to reforp:i and 1mprove thetr corrupt
nature, and to render them capable of enjoy-
mg thetr God,

" To this end, he eftablithed {uch a com-
plete inftitution of religion, as is not only
perfective ot the former difpenfations; but
alfo conducive to the highelt improvement,
and the ‘moft exalted happinefs, that man-
kind can wifh to attain, .

To animate their endeavours after {fuch
naprovement, this religion, as we have al-
ready fhewn, affures them, in the firft place,
of the free pardon of their-paft tranfgrei-
fions, on the condition of repentance from
fuch evil works, and of faithful obedience
for the time to come,

- To. dire&. their obedience in a right.
coyirfe, it ‘exhibits, in the next place, a moft
perfect and complete rule. of life, adapted to
all. the circumfiances of our ftations, and
illuftrated by the conduct of ¢« that righte-
ous -Eerfom,” i whom his enemies could
‘“find po faultc; and of whom - God

P

¢ Jal-m Xvill. 33,

openly
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openly declared, that <« 1n him he was well
pleafed 4.”

To ftrengthen the mfirmities of man-
kind, and raife their powers to the meafure
of this rule; it aflures them moreover of
the aid and affiftance of the divine {pirit:
who 1s able to {fupport them under all trials;
and will, with the concurrence of their own
endeavours, lead them fafely through this
{ftate of probation, to that future and more
important {tate, 1 which they are to receive
the reward of their deeds.

To make them attentive to the {ug-
geftions of the Spirit, to deter them from
the pratice of vice and impiety, and to en-
gage them in the conftant, {teady purfuit of
all virtue and goodnefs ; 1t farther lays before
them the moft powerful and awakening mo-
tives, that can ever be propofed to the un-
derftanding of men: 1t opens to their view
a clear profpet of that future ftate, where
¢ the wicked fhall be punithed with everlaft-

d {Matth, xvii. .

U 4 Ing
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ing deftruftion, whillt the righteous are
crowned with endlefs felicity .”

And finally, to prove ¢ thefe doctrines to
be of God,” and delivered to the world
by his authority; they all {tand attefted and
confirmed by {uch a train of appofite * mi-
racles, as no man could” poflibly ¢ pertorm,
except God were with him "

Such is the provifion which Chrift has
made, according to the plain, evangelical
account, for the happinefs and falvation of
mankind. And, pray, what'is there want-
ing 1n this account, to complete his charac-
ter, as the promifed Mcfhiah—the reformer
and redeemer of the world? Was he to
make an atonement to God for us: Behold
then, ¢ he died for our fins, and rofe again
for our jufhification &.” Was he to fupply us
with the neceflary means of {alvation ¢ with
« all things pertaining to life and godii-
“ nefs 1" Then behold them all expretly
revealed, and powerfully enforced, mn the

 Matth, xxv, 40.
F John 111, 2.
& Rom. v, 23,

Gofpel.
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Gofpel. Duid the nations of the world ftand
all in equal need of thefe benefits? Behold
then, he commiffioned his difciples to pro-
pofe and communicate them to all nations.
Aud that his difciples might be able to exe-
cute and fulfil the commifhion they had re-
cetved, behold them endowed with the
oift of languages, to qualify them to inftruct
the nations. Thus commiflioned, and thus
oifted, ¢ they went forth, and preached
every where; the Lord working with
them, and confirming the word by figns
followingh,”

Here now let us paufe a little—and then
afk ourfelves, « what plainer, ftronger, more
convincing proofs can we poflibly require in
confirmation of this religion, than thofe are,
which the Gofpel offers:” It 1s manifeftly
{fupported by all the mternal and external evi-

dences that can well be thought on. Its
“do@rines are not only correfpondent to the
neceflities of human nature; but alfo con-
formable to the higheft human reafon; and

x Aark vl 20,

are
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are mbrgover attefted by analogous examples
and fenfible demonftrations. For our Sa-
viour (as it now, I hope, fufficiently appears)
advanced no doftrines, claimed no powers,
but {fuch as he openly and repeatedly afcer-
tained by adequate inftances and proper il-
luftrations.

Had the Gofpel required of us to expe&t
{alvation by Jefus Chrift, and given us no
reafon to think him equal to the mighty
work, infidels might then have laughed
with aflurance; and have juftly reproached
our faith as credulity. But now their re-
proaches be to themfelves. It is our boaft,
as 1t 1s our happinefs, that ¢ we know in
whom we have believed';” even in him,
«« wwho 1s able to fave them to the uttermoft,
that come unto God by him * ”"—feeing he
1s the Lord of life and glory ; and 15 invefted
with fovereign power both in heaven and
earth, as he made appear by frequent and
repeated exertions of it.

2 Tim. 1. 12,
k Heb, vii 2¢.

Since
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Since Chrift then has given us all reafon-
able proof, that he was <« a teacher come
from God:” fince the do&rines he taught
appear to be m their own nature divine;
worthy of God, and benchicial to man:
fince he has confirmed them 1 every branch
by the molt fuitable and appropriate mi-
racles: what apology can we make for
ourfelves, ¢ 1f we rejeét fo great,” and at
the fame time {o well-attefted, < a {alva-
tion ¢’

But perhaps it will be faid, feveral others,
as well as Chri{t, have brought revelations
into the world ; and have wrought miracles
in confirmation of them ; and therefore, that
thefe have an equal right to our belief and
acceptance, as the Chriltran revelation has
fince they were all raifed upon the fame
foundation, and are {upported by the fame
credentials. |

Now, we readily grant, that various re-
ligtons were formerly introduced into the
heathen world under the pretence of reve-
lation; and that feveral miracles are faid to
have been wrought by the founders of thefe

3 religions.
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religions.  But what then? Is there any
compartfon to be made between thefe reli-
gtons and the Gofpel of Chriflt? View their
contents: confider their genius and coufti-
tution : what fignatures of divine wi{dom,
what marks of divine goodnefs, are there to
be difcovered m them! What correfpon-
dence did they bear with the moral exigences
of mankind? what reference had they to
pure, folid, and rational happinets ! Confider
the proofs upon which thev {tand: examine
the miracles alledged in their favour: how
mean, trifling, ridiculous, are moft of them
in themfelves! And how poorly are they all
attefted ! And, laftly, confider the fate of
thefe religions: how foon did they vanifh,
and {ink mto contempt, when the {ecular

powers that fupported them failed, or know-
ledge and lcarning advanced 1n the world ¢
With what colour of reafon, then, can
any man prefume to fet thele weak, pre-
“tended revelations in competition with the
Gofpel of Chrift, which made 1ts way in
{pite of all oppofing powers ; and has ftood
the critical examination of ages—Yea, and
ever
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3
ever will ftand 1it. For, could men be per-

fuaded to lay afide their prejudices and paf-
fions; to approach the Scripture with fe-
rioufnefs and candour; and to weigh the
merits of the Chriftian caufe with delibera-
tion and impartiality ; there can be no doubt,
but they would, to their happinefs, be {oon
convinced, that the evidence for the truth
of Chriftianity 1s as full and fatisfactory, as
the end 1t propofes 1s great and defirable.
This evidence 15 likewife {o plamn and ob-
vious, that any man, of the moft common
abiities, may eafily perceive, and readily
comprehend it.  And therefore, < if the
Gofpel,” or the evidence of the Gofpel, « be
hid ; 1t 15 to them that are loft”—blinded by
{fome inveterate prejudice or untoward paf-
fion, which they are determined to indulge,
even to their own ruin.

~ That this s the real ftate of the cafe, evi-
dently appears, not only from the general
oppofition, which thefe men make to reli-
gion ; but more efpecially f-om thofe parsicu-
lar objettions, which they urge againft it.

They
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They who extol the {ufficiency of reafon;

and cry down revelation as ufelefs ; are ma-
nifeftly /o to a due fenfe of that weaknefs
and ignorance of the human underftanding,
which the wifeft heathens loudly deplored;
and which they ardently withed might be
cleared up by the acceflion of fuperior
light 1.

And fince the Gofpel has brought fuch
light into the world; they who fhut their
eyes againft it, and fhll < Jove darknefs
rather than light;” are entirely /of to that
proper concein they ought to have for the
eftablithment of truth and righteoufnefs.

They who difpute the truth of the
Gofpel ; and demand other, and ftill farther,
proofs of its divine authority ; are evidently
lof# to the force and propriety of that found
reafoning, whereby it has been repeatedly
and conclufively thewn to carry with it all
the evidence, that a divine revelation can be
{uppofed to have.

" 1 Crcero, Tufe. Difp. lib. iii. in principio. Prar. Alcib.
1. 1n fine.

They
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They who dwell on {fome fancied defeéts;
and can bring the method and order, the /an-
guage and flile of Scripture, as {fo many ob-
jetious to its inipiration ; are clearly /off to
the beauties and excellencies of good writ-
g ; and plainly difcover a want of tafte
fully equal to their want of pICty,

And, finally, they who ¢¢ care for none
of thefe things;” but {cornfully reject the
Gofpel, without either examining its con-
tents, Or 1nguiring into 1ts evidence; are
deplorably /o to that juft regard, which
every confiderate and rational perfon thould
maintain for his own happinefs.

But whether men regard 1t or not, certain
however it is, that God may require them
to take notice of fome things, even at their
peril ; to fearch diligently into them; and to
confider them thoroughly. The Gofpél is
a thing of this kind: for it was delivered
under this folemn {an¢tion. When 1t was
propofed to the Jews, it was propofed as
the effe@ual means of falvation, provided
they embraced and obeyed it. But notwith-
{tanding the numberlefs and. repeated mi-

racles,
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racles, that were wrought 1n confirmatiorn
of 1t before their eyes; yet therr prejudices
and paflions fupprefled their convi&tion ; and
kept them ftill in a flate of mfidelity ;—
which ended, according to the threatuings
denounced, m the deftru&tion of ¢ their
place and nation.” Now #berr fate fhould
be a warning to others, not to indulge ¢ an
evil heart of unbelief,” when they have
fuch unanfwerable reafons to the contrary,
left they fhould unhappily fall under that
heavier punifhment, of which this was only
the emblem. For the cafe of the Jews was
in this refpe& by no means peculiar. The
Gofpel was publifhed to the reft of the
world, under the {ame alternative. ¢ He
that believeth and 1s baptized fhall be {aved ;
but he that believeth not,” when he has
{ufficient grounds for believing, fhall be
damned ™ ’—fhall be finally < punifhed
with everlafting deftruétion from the pre-
{fence of that Lord,” whom he contemned
and reviled; ¢¢ and from the glory of that
power, which he {et at defiance ".

w Mark xvi. 16.
n 2 Thefl, 1. g.
This
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This let the infidel rede&t upon, It is a
point of the utmott importance; and a point
m which he 1s decply concerned, THowever
{fecure he may think him{elf at prefent; and
whatever degree of raillery and contempt
he may now be pleafed to peur out on our
religion and its Author; yet the time is
haftning on, when he fhall be forced to
contemplate thefe weighty fubjedts with
other, and different, refentments. With
what tremblii]g aftonithment will he come
forth, m the day when he fhall fee that
defpifed Galilean, the meek and holy Jefus;
whole name he has blalphemed, whofe altars
he has profaned, and whofe religion and laws
he has vilified and traduced; exalted now in
the majefty of his kingdom, and bearing rule

over every creature! With what terrour
and confufion will he behold him feated on
the throne of judgment; determining the
feite, and adjufting the allotments, of the
whole human race? What muft his ¢¢ {zarch-
ings of heart” be, when he fhall fee ¢ the
heavens and the earth pafs away ; and every
jot and every tittle of that Gofpel he de-

YoL. Il X {pifed,
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Apifed, confirmed and fulfilled ° 1" With what

agonics of guilt and defpair muft he and his
fraternity approach the offended prefence of
the Lord; and {ubmit to that ternble {en-~
tence of their judge!—¢ Thofe mine ene-
mies who would not that I thould reign over
them, bring them out, and flay them before
me P.”’

May thefe confiderations awaken unbe-
lievers to a due {enfe of their flate and con-
dition! May they prevail upon them to
diveft themielves of thofe prejudices and
paffions, which are not only apt to keep
men 1 tgnorance ; but alio contribute to
{fuperinduce an hardnefs of heart, and a
fatal contempt of God's word! May they
efteCtually excite them to ¢ feek out the
truth 1n the love ‘thereof;’” and to yield
themfelves up, whenever 1t i1s found, to the
Aalutary influence of its dictates! And may
they, who embrace ¢ the truth, as it isin
in Jefus;” and are admitted into the fel.
lowthip of Chnft’s religion;” be careful to

o Matth, v, 18, Mark xu1, 31
P Luke xix, 274

S Epel, iv. 21, |
' * ¢ efchew
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«« efchew all thofe things, that are contrary
to thetr profeflion; and to follow fuch
things, as are agreeable to the fame* !I”” May
they labour to adorn the doltrine of our
Saviour ; and to recomimend 1t to the world
by the excellency of their difpofitions, and
the amiablenefs of their condué&t! And if we
make ¢ our light {o to fhine before men ;”
then will they readily perceive, and will-
mgly acknowledge, that there is {omething
divine, {fomething illuftrious and heavenly
m 1t ; and will thence be ftrongly prompted
to join us in the worfhip of that gracious
Being, who favoured his fervants with fuch
efficacious means of becoming a holy and a
happy people. |

That this may finally be our ftate on
earth ; and that we may all have reafon to
rejoice together m the hope of a glorious
immortality in heaven; God, of his infinite

mercy, grant, &c. Amen.
i Colledt ror the 3d S. after Eafier.
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