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PREFACE. 

Short !ketch of what is now cont:[lined 
in ,the following Difcour[es was drawn 

-
out, and exhibited to the public in a fmall 
tract; [0 long ag6 as the year liS 5. As I 
heard of no obje{l:ions made.to the principles 
of that treatiie, I thought it advifeable, when 
<i.,Ppoillted Preacher of Mr. Boyle's Le{l:ure, 
t9 profecute the plan laid down therein, and 
to extend it to its full dimenGons. And 
this I determined the rather to do, as fo 
little had been written 011 the fubjeCl: of mi· 

• 

rades, by any of my predecefiors in the 
f;u;ne 9ffl~e. 

A 3 The 
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vi PRE F ACE. 

The general doB:rine of miracles having 
been [0 fully {bted by feveral authors of 
. great note, I had 110 occauon to dwell 
much upon it. If I have been fuccefsful in 
applying it to partict/lar cafes; and confe
quent! y in explaining fome of the 11101t ex
tr~ordinary, and therefore the moil: difput
able, parts of Scripture; my defign is com
pletely anfwered and my appointment, I 
trufi, not wholly unfulfilled. 

Whatever obfervatiQl1s my reading or me
ditatiOll could fupply on the fubjeB:, thefe I 

• 

have endeavoured to bring all together into 
one regular and conli1tent [cherne: the parts 
of which harmonioufiy confpire, not only 
to fupport and illuil:rate each other, but 
· alfo to form a grand 'whole manifeftIy ex .. 
preffive of tht: wifdom and goodnefs of di • 

• 

· vine Providence, and clearly demon1trative 
· of the truth and certainty of our holy re-
· ligion. 

In' the confrru-:l:ion and conduCt of this 
fchei1~e, I had, I l11uit own, a particular 

• 
VIew 

• 

, 
, , 
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view to the benefit and improvement of 
young Divines; for whofe ufe I have in
{erted fome quotations, which are to be 
looked upon, not fo mnch in the light of 
proofs, as of references to the authors who 
have difcufled the points more at large. The 
fcheme itfelf will, however, afford them a 
general key to the whole Scripture; as it 
will {hew them the grounds of the feveral 
difpenfations, and point out the rcafons why 
each of them proceeded in the manner it is 
obferved to do. 

They will here fee a grand defign planned 
from tbe beginning they will fee this de
fign carried on by various means, and in va
.rious forms, through the feveral periods of . 
the world they will fee the propriety of 
thefe forms and methods, in their adapta
tion to the fiate and circumfrances of the 
time in which they took place -they will 
fee them all working tog,ether,. and at laft 
uniting in the perfeCt accompliihment of the 
end propafed j the redemption and recovery 

A 4 of 



--- PRE F ACE. Vlll 

of fallen man" .they will therefore, of courfe, 
fee revelation in its proper light; and be the 
more convinced of its reafonablenefs, truth, 
and divinity . 

. For a more particular information of the 
true fcope and intent of the work, it may be 
of tlfe to obferve, that it naturally divides 
itfelf into jix parts. 

Part the jirjl, comprehended in Sermon 
I III. treats of " the analogy of revealed 
religion with the conftitution and courfe of 
·nattrre· and of the credibility and certainty 
-of l'lliraculous interpofitions." 

Part the ftcond, comprehended in Ser
mon IV' VI. treats of " the moral flate of 

, 

the world from the creation to the deluge; 
the nature of the difpellfatiolls relative 
thereto; ~nd the propriety of the miracles 

:interwoven with them." ;-
• 

, 

" ,Part the thirJ, comprehended in Ser-
• 

'. ,mon VII-· X. treats of " the moral flate of 
the 

, 

• 

• 



PRE F ACE. ix 
" 

the world from the deluge to the departure 
out of Egypt; the feveral difpenfcltions re
lative tllereto; and the miraculous interpo
fitioJls by which they were fupported." 

Part the jourlb, comprehended ill Ser
mon XI, XVI. treats of " the moral {(ate 

of the world from the departure out of 
Egypt to the end of tbe Babylonifh capti
vity; the feveral difpenGltions relative'there
to; and the fuitablenefs of the miracles, 
which occur in that period, to the great end 

they were deiigned to promote." . 

Part the fifth, comprehended in Sermon 
XVII. treats of "the moral fiate of the 
world at the time of our Saviour's appear-

• 

anee· and of the neceffity of a new reve-
I · " atlOn. 

Part the fl.'db, comprehended in Sermon 
XVIII XXIII. treats of " the conilecrion 
between the docrrines of Chtifi and the mo

. Tal exigences of mankir}dand of the alla
logy between his miracles and docrrines." 

• • 

"Conclufion Sermon XXIV. , 
More 
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More errours have efcaped me in fuper
vifmg the prefs, than I could wi(h. Tho(e 
which particularly affe8: the {eufe, and 
which are marked with an aJleriJk, the 
Reader is defired to correa in the following 
manner: 

VOL. 

P. L. 
6 17 it that the fcriptural 

38 20 breathe 
64- 10 it and how will you 
78 I3'x- of his condition 
S6 19 it oncefailed him, 
99 8 paradifiacal 

Ibid. I 3 confciencea 

I. 

P. L. 
109 N. 5. verfion 
149 3' dele that 
105 Note (') Ailiur 
239 N. 6. prodiderunt 
Ibid. ult. 'r~h.w~l.· 
266 Note (m) 4- fiorepJ 
z67 18"" was it. 

7 DE 6_' 1 .-
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SERMON I. 

, 

. , .' . 
• 

I - PET. iii., IS. 

Be ready always to give alZ t7J1!wfr to eve,y 
1Ilan, that qfketh YOlt a reaJoIZ of the hope that 
is lIZ you, with 1Iieeknefs and reverence. 

• •• • 

T is the plain intention of the Apo{t]e in 
• • • 

the text, to exhort Chrifiians of every 
. degree, to furnilh themfclves with fuch 

it competent knowiedge of the principles and 
evidences of the religion they profefs, as to 
• • • 

be always ready, always prepared, to fiand 
tip in its defence ai1d Cupport; and to render, 

• 

whenever they are called upon, a cle<lr, ju11:, 
titid fatisfa8:oi'y account of it: fuc'h anac-

, 

count as may convince any c<1ndid,' unpre-
judiced inquirer, that their "faith and 

VOL.t B hope" 

• • 

. , 
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2 S E R M 0 N I. 
hope I" are well grounded; have a fortef 

. -f-oundation in truth and reafol1; and confe-, 

quently, that they aCt a mofr rational part 
, 

In believing and profefiing that religion:, 
which conveys to them fuch afiured hopes. 

, 

But though the exhortation is addreifed 
to Chrifrians in general, and requires nO' 

, 

more than, what Chriftians in general are 
able to perform; for the evidences of reli
gion, and its leading principles, are in the 
main obvious to the moil:: common under
fianding: yet it mufr be O'wned, that [everal 
objeCtions have been made to both; both to' 

the prO'ofs, and to the principles of religion; 
which require for their [olution a much , 
'larger frock of learning and'knowledge~ than 
falls to the !hare' of its ordinary profefiors; 
and which therefore might be apt to weaken 

. at leafr, if not to "overthrow the faith of 
fome b," were they left, unailifred, to' de
fend themfelves. 

~po read fome ancient Latin copie!, and the Syriac verlion. 
Compi ch. i. z,!. 

b T· .. 8 . 2 un .. 11. 1 .. 

Knowing 

• 

, 
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S E R MaN I. 3 
knowing then the ·artifices and fophiftry 

bf unbelievers, who cCiuftantIy tc lie in wait 
• • 

to deceive·,t; and felifible of the Jjenefit~ 
• 

the very great benefit; of guarding the more 
ignorant, but well-meaning Chriftian fron:i 
their infidious afiiltiirs; it became r\:; eon
tern of the pious Founder of thi' i..JicTU'RE; 

who nobly defended religion by his writings, 
and eminently adorned it by his life; it be-

• • 

tame; I fay, his concern; efpeCially when 
he faw the bold and threatning encroach. 
ments of infidelity; to ihengthen the ilands 
(jf believers againll: it, ail<i to fupply them 
with proper arms of defence; 

• 
With this view1 and in a maririer the 

moll: iikeiy to accomplilh the end; he ex-
• 

pteily provided by his laft Will and Tefta-
fuent, thai a fucceffion: of Preachers might 

• 

be CORtinued on, '\\'hofe province it ihould 
be to clear and explain the fundamentals 

. of religion; to colleCt and illuftrate the 
evideilces of it; to remove the objeCtion~, 

whith from time to time might be urged 
againft it; and thereby to inftruCt and enable 

• Ephef. h-.f\. 
B 2 their 

• 
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• 

, • 
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, 

+ S-E R M 0 N 1.. 
, . 

their hearers to, give an an(wer to all, wh<f. 
• • • 

might p~efqhem with doubts and queftion:> 
about it, . , 

. .' 
. At my entrance then on the;dut~es of this 

office, and by way of intro,dutrion to the 
principal deGgn which I have propofed to 
myfelf in the execution of it; I thiLlk it ne-

• 

ccihry to befpeak your attention to a certain 
poi'ut or pojlulatum, that lies at the bottom 

Lothofthe Philofopher's inftitutioLl, and the 
• • 

A {?oftle' s exhortation. 
, . 

And the point is this ' 
" That our religiotl is capable of a .m-

" ~ . 

tional defence" or eIre it had been to little 
purPQfe,. ei.t~ler fol' the one to require us, or 
for the other to appoint us, to give a rcafon 
for it. 

. 

But it is indeed from this principle, from 
the confcioufnefs, if I m'ay fo fpeak, of its 
own r.ationality, that our religion difdail}s to 
be ta~en upon truft;. that it urg~s iUdf to a 
trial; and d,efires no other favour, but that , 
of a fober and difpaffionate examination:, 
fure then of approving itfelf, to the convic
tion of any candid inquirer, as a wife and 

• gracIous . 

• 



SE:RMON 1. S 

graciousinfl:itution '; highly conducive to 
the real happinefs of mankind; and exhibit
ing. in the fo~m of its feveral difpenfations, 
evident mal'ks of its divine original. 

To a cool, candid re~fO!ler it !pufi appear, 
, . 

I think, fomewhat fl:range, that the Deifl:, 
, -

who is fa ready to ackn~wredge this illate-
, 

rial [yfrem, which we now behold, to be 
.rhe real workmanthip of God, fhould yet be 

- , 

fa aver1e from a.dmitting t11C truth, and 
, 

,owning the divinity of that Ip/ritual lyfl:ern; 
which fiands revealed in the holy S,cripturel:. 

. .. '" ' 

For, if the frame of the WQrld 1peaks GoJ .. . ...... ' 

for its author; if the attri'butGs of fbe Deity . , 

are ylain'ly diicerniu-Ie from the works of 
creation; if the fiupenJous grandeur ancl 
afl:oniihing imll~enfity of the whole fabric 
point out his 'fupreme power; if the ,beau-
. . . , 

,tiful fyml;teti-y, regular difpofition, and ad-
'l'l1irab1e propriety of the feveral parts, are 
,manifefr indjcatiops of his il)finite wijdom; 
if the ha~moniou~ tendel)CY anclcol)currence 
fJf all, towards the fupport and welfare of 
t,be 'fyfiem; pmclailll the excellency of hi~ 
If.oofnefs': if thefe' rililliifdhttioi'is ill'the mil

~., B 3 terial 

, 
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6 SERMON I. 
• • • • • • 

(erial world refer us up to Ood, and prove 
~hat his han~ produced, and direCts it; muft 
l10t the like roaJlif~fiations in the fpiritual 
~orld nec~~a~ily refer ~s ~o tpe (ClJDe perfe4 
~eing! 

Now, if We lopk into the Scriptures, 
wher~ th~t wprld is reprefepted tp us, we 
fhall clearly perceive, jf w~ are not blinded 
by fome inveterate prejlldice, the very (am~ 
fignatures of divinity equal exertions of 
pow~r, analogous difpofitiQOs of wi/dam, al1Cl 
nmilar intentions of gaodnejs imprefied 01\ 

the wor~~ of grace, as are nlanifefi~d in 
the works of nature. And therefore, if w~ . ,,' .,.... , .,' \. 

judge of moral, as of 1!attlr{tl ~hipgs, we mufl: . 
needs allow, fince the criteria are of the fame , "' .. \" 

kind, that that jcriptural fyfiem of religioll 
was a~ tirf!: planned, and all along fup'~ 
ported, by tIle £lme great and graciou~ 
Being, who created and goyern~ ~h@ nfltur~1 
fyftem pf the ~vor1d~ . 

• 

If nature be efieemeq ~~ the power of 
God, and '~h~ wifdom pf God,~t Qperatio',i 
to the welfar~ of th~ body; religion is as 
~videllt1! ~, ~h~ ~Qwer- of God, ~d ~h~ wif· 

dom ... . 

I • • 



SERMON I. 7 
<lorn of God d.' f operating.to the fal vation of 

• • 

the foul. To be cOllvince,d of this, we need 
only attend to the l\rikillg: analogy, that 
fubfifts between them .. . ... . 

• 

If we fee, as we cannot but fee, that the 
, . 

confritution and CDu~fe Df ll;,lture is wifely 
accommodated to the fecurity. all~ welfare of 

• 

the animal life e; and th~t this accommod.l-
.,J.~ ,. 

tion is applied and continued, not by one' 
uniform immutable, procefs, but by a courfe 
of agel~cy varioufiy divedified, according to 

, 

the .various rela~.iolls· 0\ the creatures, and 
the various neaailities.t0,~icll*Y are fub-

.. - ~ 

jell:: do we not alfo fee, that the {cheroe 
• 

of religion, or the Q!cono1I1Y of grace, is 
adapted in like maImer to the fecurity and 
happinefs of the Jpiritual life; and that, to. 
anfwer this purpofe, tae admillifrration of 
the Deity is varioufly diverfified, according 
to the various fiates and cOllditiQns,' or the 
moral exigellces, of mankind? 

11 C . I . or, I, 24-
• Incolumitatis ac falutis omnium caufa videmus hunc ilatum v, 

eil'e hujus totiua ml\lldi atque natul1:. CICi]\O de Orat. 
Lib. iii. § H. 

If 

• 
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, 

, , 

If we [.1Y that Providenee-<?rigipally nIb .. 
j~aed the n"aiurtlj ~Qr~d,to' the'd:ireCtlon of 

• • '. 'I .• , 

~ertain 'laws; calcul:ned to ft!'ppdrt an4 t1)~il1. 
tail} its !=onfrituti911; dq~s 110t the Scripture ' 
[.iy, that. he ~lfo plated th~ mor'a/ \~orlq 

~ - -. , 

lIpder the Ii~e reg~ latipll r , 
If we find, Jhat,. wb~n 'na~ural hbdie~ 

• • , 

begin t!l be impaired, ~ cert~in prill~iple 
takes place, in qrd~r 'to fupply the w'afre, and 
refl:ore them ~o their ptjftitie' cqllditidn; 
dp \y~ not alfo find, that revela~ioH ~On1eq 
ill ,yith the 'Jike defign, t~ tepafr' the' 
breaches of mor,ality ,a;ld to reiflftate mall-, 
kind in the.ir original Uptig~ltnefs ?;'c,. ;',' 

tn fige" If we' perceive t'ilat 'tile 'order an~ 
, .' 9i rpO{jtiol~ of n~tur~ tends to p'rombte the 

, 

very f<li11e ,~!lcJ; that revelation is de!igned to 
. .' '. -

accomplifh; , if bot\1ofthem oper~te, iq . , , 

theirrefj)eC1:ive ways, to the advab'ccll1ent 
of virtue~ aliJ ~he 'rtipprefl1bri Of vic~':; ~vhat 
eire can we cOlklude,' but' that :~iiotli are' 

, , ' 
, 

parts of olle moral fyfl:em, and: make ,up 
tog~ther 0I1eregu lar (che~:#lof providence 
for the generar. happinefs":lJeYf ·l11~nkil1d f?, . ' . '. , . 

f See Bp. BUTLER'S ¥al~gy) part II. chap. 3. 
. . '. . , , , 

Far 
, , ' 

• 
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, , . , 

For Gnce the natural and the revealed ciifpen- . 
fation of things do. thus mutllally accord •. 

. ' 

thus dofely unite, and co~operate \\'ith each 
other; the· plain confequence is, that both " 
are derived' from the [arne caufe and author. 
.' " 

But 'Go{ is univerfcll1y acknO\yledgcd to be 
, , 

the author of natnre : and He muft there-, . . , . 

fote"on the fame rrinciilles, be acknowledged 
the author of i'evelarion t60. 

, .. . ~ . .. .' . " '. ',.- \'" .. 
. And if .revelation. com~s.fro'n:i this pcrf~Ll: . 
Beihg~ Jthe' fO~111:tain of an '\v'ifdom and good
nefs; we are hence f~1rllii11ed \~ith a {hong 
argutnerlp~ priori; that the whole fy ftG 111 of 

-
it, and its feveral parts, mllfl: be fmlnded on 

• I . • • • " 

the high~fi rea(on:F or infinite' wifdorn will 
ahvays ael:confornrably to itfelf i~11all its di(. 
penfatioils. .' .' .. . 

. 'AcCdl'diligly, if \ve c1efceni:! lo\ver ' try 
aBdexcirhine the conteilts of revelation; and . , . 

arg~e.:.the point a pojieri~ri, from: its int~h/{/l ... ' .... ~. . , 

chat'idet'; the reafOllablenefs and im'partance, 
ihe'trlT~h and :divinity of it \~"!li' ji1na~~lj ap
pear: iiia ftill and confpicuolfS light: The 
excellency of its doclriiiet, the purity of its 
plec~p~s, the propriety: or. its infl:itutions, 

, . I ~ 

aha the weight of its f.lilCl:ions, all confpirc 
to 

• , 

-

• 
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to fix and flfcertain the defcent it claims; 
and to prove it as truly worthy of God, as 
it is ufef~l and beneficial to mankind. 

If we proce~d on to its e;.,'ternal proofs; to 
the feyer~l atteftations that have been made 
to it: if we confider the prophecies that 
have be!'!n fulfilled, and the miracles that 
have been wrought, in c;onfirmation of it: 
prophecies, which none btlt he alone, whofe 
knpwledge is infinite, could pollibly dictate; , 
and miracles, which e~hibit the clearefi: in-
dication of the finger of God: "works" 
fuch as none CO\lld do, except God were 
with him':" if we ferioufly attend to thefe 
amazing exertions of knowledge and power, 
which have been repea~edly, ~nd ill the 
moft public manner, difpbyed in fupport of 
the (everal portions of this grand fyfiem of 
Scripture revelation. if we confider properly 
their nature and end; and efiimate the , 

, 

weight they carry ,,,ith thelll; we 1hall find 
them fufficient, in all reafon, to evitlCC the 
truth of thofe difpenfations, of which, they 
~a~e fo remarkable a part. 

, John iii. a. 

• 

, 
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lndee4, th~ fljfficiency of them for this 
rurpQfe is iq faa: ~vident~ For numbers of 
people? in qiffer~qt ages anq countries, ac
~ually emQr~ced tIw partigular revelations de-

• 

livered to them, i!~ ~rue fll1d d,ivine, on the 
Ilreqgth apq authori~y Qf that evidence, 

• • 

whi~h thefe eJ\.ertions fupplied. And though 
the fplendor of the light, whi!=h revelation 
diffufed; a11d the awfulnefs of the miracles, 
that were performep in confirmation of it; 
might repder this evidence more fenfibly af
feering ~o thofe, who were eye and ear-wit-

,,' 

pefies, tha~ it can be to us, who receive it 
through the qledium of hifrorical ill forma
~ion: yet is there ftill frrength enough, frill 
weigh( and force enough in it, to fatisfy allY 
capable and fair rcafoner, of the truth of 
the religign, it is brought to atteft. Nay, 
upon the whole, WE ftand now, in this re-

o 

fpea, on full as good, if not, perhaps, on 
bett-er gro\Jnd, than the moil: advantageous 
pf our predeceifors. 

The intrinjic excellency of revealed reli
gion; the lloblenefs of the end it' propofes i 
.;md the propriety of the means" by which 

that 



, 
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, ' 

,that end is profecuted! theft characters of itz 
divinity are full as clear and apparent to us, 

, 

as ever they were to the acuteft of thofe 
, ' 

\,\,'ho 'lived in the ages before iUS. 

And with rcga~d tp' its extm;al proofs ~ 
, 

they are fq admirably confl:ruC1:ed in their 
natur~", and, have been fo fecurely guarde~ 
in the"ir '~onveyallce dowll\vards, that they 
fEU thine forth, and ihike the mi'nd with 

. " 

~qual'force and Iufhe. And jf ()ne branch 
of them be now diminiihed, the' other i§ 

, , 

propqrtioi1<fbly increafed: if miracles are 
ceared, pr<?pqec~e~, ~re daily accomplithed: 
[0 that the' balance "is frill kept e~~ll; an~ 
tbe fum tdta1' of the evidence~uft 'appeat 
nearly the fame to lis, as it did to 6!1r re
moter'a6ceil:ars.' If there be any difr~renee, 
it lie~plain'Iy Oli aur fide. For, r1s \ve ar~ 
favoured with a'mareextenfive view of this 

. . -. 
wonderful [yfiem,' fa we can ~6re 'clearly 
fee the depetldencies and connef!:lolls, of its, 
{ever~l parts; their united tende.nci~staone 
grand'defign ; and the furprifing'p~dgrefs 
thllt is'alre~dy 111ade ,tb~vards t,he' achial com~ 
pleti6D' of it:' , ' . " 

, 

And 

• 



SERMoN 1. 
And when we fce, in th(; courfe of this 

progrefs, fuch a number of prophecies and 
miracles, running down through the long 
extent of five thoufand years; all of them 
working together; all of them uniting their 
forces; and forming a chain of conneered 
faas, every link of which communicates 
ftrength to every other ;. :When we fee this 
to be the cafe; the evidence refultillg from 

" 
fueh a combination, manife£l:ly proves the 
whole plan to be infinitely fuperior to any 
human contrivance. That wiftlom, which 
could guide a progrefilon of fach, through 
fo immenfe a traB: of time, with an uniform 
direB:ion to one determinate end, could eer· 
tainly be no other t than the wifdoin that ' 
.forefees all future events ~ and that power, 
whieh could guard it through all the in· 
terruptions of the greaten: revolutions, and 
and all the embarrafinents of the moft un· 

• 

toward occurrences, could certainly be no 
other, than the poJ,ver which governs the 
affairs of the world h. In [0 effeB:ual a man· 

h ROTl:!iRA~I'S Sketch of the one great argument; §. VII. 
p. 55· 

ner 

, 
, 
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ner does the general harmony, that runs 
through the fyftem of revealed religion, fet 
forth the truth and divinity of it; and; at 
the fame time; afcertain the, reality of the 
prophecies and miracles; which are fa inti.; 
tnately cOimed:ed, and interwoven with it • 

• 

And as to the proafi, which thefe prophe.: 
des and miracles fupplYi in their turn; for 

• 

the fuppott and conf1rmatioil of the fy!tem; 
we have DO reafOD to fufped:, as I [aid be~ 
fore~ that they are in the leaft weakened; or 
diminifhed in their force, bec3ufe we ftand 
at fuch a diftance from them. For if they; 
who were co-eval with the miracles or pro
phecies; had the evidence of their fenfes for 
the truth of thofe particular fad:s that fell 
under their notice; we are potfetfed of thi" 
fuperior advantage; that we have all the fach 
in view at once; can fee and contemplate the 
whole feries entire; and can deliberately ex~ 
amine its ftrength and conned:iol1; throughout 

• 

all its parts. What they faw ~ piece by piece~ 
in a difjointed manner, we-fee conned:ed and 
combined together ~ built up into a regular, 
folid and beaQ~iful firuflure; and from the 

• 
excel ... 

• 
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"J 

excellency of the work can clearly difcover 
the wifdom and abilities of it·s divine Ar_ 
chiteCt. 

So tar we advance on the credit of Scrip
ture, confide red only as an hiftorical narra
tion of faas. But we are farther to obferve, 
that God has not left us to mere hifiorical 
information for the reality and exifrence of 
thofe prophecies and miracles, on which we 
ground our belief. There is one monument 
now fianding before our eyes; confifting both 
of prophecy and miracle ' I mean the prefent 
fiate of the Jews which bears teftimony 
to the truth of revelation 1 in an ample, 
vifible manner; and will probably continue 
to b~ar tefiimony to it, till it has effectually 
triumphed over the infidelity of the Gentilef 

and the obitinacy of the Jew; till it has 
brought down the proud, exalted notions of 
the one, and the fallacious, fophiftical rea
fonings of the other, into an humble and 
willing obedience to the faith of Chrift. An d 

; then, both parties, botb Jews and Gentiles, 
will fee with admiration, that" the weapons 
of our warfare" ",the arguments arifing 

I ~m 
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, , 

fi'om prophecies and miracles ' ",are mightY 
through God to the pulling down of {hong 

'holds i ; ;, to the fubduing of the prejudices, 
• • 

and clearing of the difficulti€s, tha~ ftand ill 
the way of Faith. 

, 4· . • 

Such reafons have we to believe, that the 
, ' 

Scripture~n':veiation is' derived' fr6m God: 
and equal rearons have we to hope, that it 
will finaIJy lead tiS, it" we obey Its diCtates, 
to a aat~ of perfection and hapPlnefs. if 
we fteaaily adhere to thefe re~fons, which 
unite and confirm the whole of revelation; 
we ihaIi never be moved by thofe minute 
objeCi:ions, which are chietiy drawn from 
the fancied blemiihes, or falfe reprefentatioll 
of detached parts. RevelatiOil 15 a fyfiem; , 
and it is to 110 purpole to attempt the fub
verfion ,of i~ by the ~emolition of particular 
portions.' F oi· 't he: cOllllet.ti~li' :that ru~s 

-'ro. ".'/! .'~' " 

through the wholer wnents,it fo finJ?ly. to-
gether,' that it mufi ~itber frand o~fali i~l ' 

, 

one enti"re body. But no man has been yet 
, . \ . 

hardy enough to attack it in thl~ ~Qmp;i~ed 
form. And it thofe forward cflties,.· who' 

, . . . - . . 
I 2 Cor. x. 4' 

tall 
• 

• 
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• 

talk with fo much petulance and boldnefs 
of the. defeCls or deformities of particular 
parts1 could be prevailed upon to view them 
i11 their relation to the general fyil:em; they 
would foon alter their opinion of them; 
and froni being, what they n6w are, the 

• 

fubject of their ridicule, they would become 
the objeCt of their adlliiration and regard •. 

From flich an extended and compreherifive 
view, it would manifeftly appear, that all 
thefe imagiued irregularities; all thefe feem'; 
ing defects or deformities, detract no illore 
from the beauty of revelation, than craggy 
mouhtairis alid ihelvirig vallieg detraCt froni 
the rotundity of the globe; Nay, it 'Would 
appeaq upori elofer examination, that the 
former in the niord!, !IS the latter in the na· 

• 

tural world; are of great ufe and fervice; 
perhaps indifpenfably neceflary to the benefit 
and perfeCtion of the whole: For then it 
would appear, that· fome of therri contain 
va!!, latent riJines of wifdom and goodnefs; 
whiW: others [erve to convey down to more 

• 

i:1ifl:ant, places the firpfus of thofe b1effings1 
VOL. 1. C which 

• 

\ 

• 

I 
! 
• , 
I 
• 
• 
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which copiou!l y fell· all fame particular' 
fpots·. 

Bllt, llotwithfranding thefe fair and ratio .. 
• 

n~}. deduCl:ions, men of perverfe minds will 
frill cavil and find faults ; will' frill raife
new objeClions, as faft as the old ones ate· 
cleared off. And hence it is·, that the ApofrIe 
is fa earneft with us, to H be always ready 
to give a reafOti of the hope, or faith, that 
is in us :". as well howiLlg, that, in everT 

• 

age .6f the church, fu~h a. preparation would; 
be highly neceiiary: fince in every age, op
ponents to religion w~)Uld perpetually arife,. 
who ihould call forth its profeflors to the 
per'petuaJ exercife of their zeal and know-

I,ledge. Al~d perhaps, had it n.ot been for 
:tl~e oppofitlon' of [nch adverf.·mes to roufe 
:them, its profeifors might have gradually 
Think into a deplorable ignorance of the dOG

;trine'S of religion, as· well as into a. iha11'lefl11 _ 
c negle8: of the dUlies of it. This however is 
cerMin, that the cavils raired againft religion, 

• 

have all along providentially ferved to pro-
mote its illtcrcft.· For they have excited a. 

11.o@le. Jpirit of inquiry: in cOllfeC}uence: of 
which, 

• 
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-JJhich, the Scriptures came to be erery day 
o 0 0 

rhore diligimtly ftudied, mOre dofely exa .. 
mined, and more criticaliy canvafled, than, 
in all probability; they \vould otherwife 

o 

have been. And the refult is, that the 
, 

graun'ds of our faith are now rhuch better, 
311d more generally underftood; and the ob
jeaions agaillft them are of courfe more 
eafily ahfwered k. And here let it be remark
ed~ that a difficulty in religiOll, or an ob-

o 

jeaioll to it, once removed, become~ after-
wards equivalent to a pOjitivc argument in its 
favour: adapted to refrefn the f.'lith of be
li'evers; and to keep them more frcdfafl: an~ 
fixed in their profeffion. 

Confiderations thefe, that ihould make us 
attentive to the latter part of the Apofi:le's 
advice; and treat our adverfaries "with 
meeknefs and reverence." For, with regard 
to US; all their attempts have turned out to 
oUr fignal advantage I; ,,,hich ihould there
fore extinguiili our refentment againfl: them. 

k See GERARD'S Dilfertations on the Genius and E':Jid&llwof 
Chriftianity. Dilfen. II. § 3. 

~ GER.UD, Dill: II. § 4. 

c And, 
o 
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And, with regard to them, the only way to!' 

work their converfioll is to apply to their 
reafoil with civility and refpeCt. Illiberal and: 

. , 
violent methods of defence are prejudicial to: 
fl,nj eaufe : they render the beJl fufpicious. It 
is our boa:lt, that our religion is fOllncle& 
on argument: let i.t therefore be our bufinefs· 
to defend·it by argument. Bllt every argu
ment, to maintain its force,ihould be pro. 
p.ofed in the fpirit of caudor' and; benevo. 
lence. If bitternefs and arrogance be mixed 
\vith it, it wililofe of its weight in propor:-' 
tion as metl,' are difgufred at the rudenefs; 
with which it is offered: Whereas, had it: 

• 

been flated in· a milder way, it might. hap-
pily have operated with its whole influence, 

• • 

to the comfort of the propofcr,and·the con-
v~Ction of the adver:GlrY. 

• • 

· And this method is the more to be regard~ 
• 

ed, becaufe it was the method· purfued by 
the Apofiles: who, though they fcorned to' 
enfilare the world by " theentici:ng words . 

, . 

Qf man's wifdomm;" were yet careful to COll-

vey their arguments in amild and perfualive 
m I Cor;.ii. '4' • • 

• manner>-
• • , 
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'rnal1ller' ." in meeknefs inf!:ruEting thoie 
-that oppofed themfelves," as the moil: likely 
'lneans of bringing them ·over "to the 
.ackno\v ledgment of the truth n." They 
.fllbmitted the proofs and evidences of thei.J:' 
l oeligion to a free ~nd impartial examination,; 
.and tl1en left them to operate on the minds 
{)f their hearers, according to their weight 
and f!:rength. And what was the confe
.quence? 'Why, by thefe me;)ns, Chriil:ianity 
made a quick and furprifing progrefs; {pread 
itfelf with amazing rapi~ity over all the 
roof!: celebrated, all the moO: .enlightened; 
kingdoms of the world; iileucing the oppo
fition~ of vain philofophy, and triumphing 
over the power of civil policy; and, what 
were f!:ill harder to be .conquered, over the 

, 

prejudices and paffions of mankind. But the ' 
fame evidence, and the f.1me efficacy it had 
at firf!:, our religion iE11 retains. It was 
brought to the teft ill every age; and ill 
every age has' ftood the trial. Nay, the 
more it has be.e.n tried, the brighter it has 
appeared; .and when fairly repre[ented, has 

• 

,n 2 Tim. ii. :z 5~ 

~~ 3 

• 
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been too piercing and amiable to fail of it,S 
j u fr effec1:.' , 

It had onel advantage, indeed, in the be,., 
ginning, which thy corruption of later times 
has unhappily deprived it of: 1 mean, the ad. 
vantage of appearing in its native drefs~ and 
adorned "with the fruits of gooq ~iving.': 
This appearance gained on the affeCtions .of 

, 

mankind, and charmed the world intd' an 
admiration of it. . For, ~h~ of any ingenuity 
of mind, co~ld help' admirIng a religion, 

J' ., •• • 

that !hone forth with fo much amiablenefs ~ 
'. ., 

and exhibite'd in its effeCts fuch a fulnefs of 
• • • • • • , ' 

" grace and truth !" , , 
Now, in order to replace it on its proper 

, ' 

balIs, and refiore it to its ancient honours; 
, ' 

let us' bring' it again to the iFandard of 
, 

Scripture; and: endeavour by'our Jives, as 
, ' ' 

well as by our arguments, to illuihate' the 
, ' 

power of it. The end of faith is virtue: and , " 

if our life be 'accordingly anfwerable to our 
, ' 

faith, its evidence will ,be almoH irrefifrible. 
, , 

The divine excellency' of it, will appear 
" , 

conipicuous in the purity of converfation it 
, 

in:fpites;"and the divine authority of it will 
, " ., ' be 

, 

" 
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be clearly feen in the goodly fruits it pro
duces. By thus fulfilling the true defign of 
(')ur own faith, we may recover others to the 
acknowledgment of it. For to make " our 
light fo {hine before men, that they may fee 
our good works," is, perhaps~ one of the 
ftrongeft inducements we can fet before 
them to imitate our example; to engage 
them to embrace the fame faith; and bv the 

J 

practice of the fame virtues, "to glorify our 
Father, who is -in heaveLl e." 1'0 whom, 
with the Son and the Holy Ghofr be afcrib-

. 

. .ed all honour and glory, &c. Amm • 

. 0 l\I<tth. v. 16. 

, 

• 

C4- S E R .. 
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II. 
-

I PE: 1'. iii. IS. 

Be ready always to give an anJwcr to eve,:" 
. man, that afleth YOit a rcaJon of the hope that 

... 

is iil you • 
• 

T is furprifing to obferve, f.lyS an inge-
nious writer P, how c10fely the mofr in

terefting and momentous truths are con
peeted together; and in how regular a train 
~hey iflue fmth, and flow from each other .. 

That there is a God, the frame of the 
univerfe, on every part of which the figna
tures of divinity are fo vifibly imprefled~ 
plainly demonfrrates to us. 

Bilt if there be a Gpd, the creator and 
povernor of the world; then there mlJ{t be" 
• • 

P SlED, vol. II. Serm. vr . 
• 

. -. . 

• 

of . , 
• • 
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()f cOl,lrfe, fome homage due to him fro1'1\ 
, 

his rational and dependant creatures: that is, 
in other words, there mua be fome religion. 
And if fome religion be neceffiuy, it muff: 
~c' {uch a reJigioij-' as i~, properly caJCpla.te4 
for the general bcnefit of mankind. And 
what religion i$ there in the world, that is 
fo well adapted to ,the circumfiances, and 

... J " . 

makes [0 noble a provifion for the improve-
~ne~lt aqd happin.e\sQf manki~d, as ,that 
which is reveaied "ip ~he hoJy S,criptures? 

\ • •• h. , , 

'Such 'refieCl:ions as thefe naturally remind 
, 

us of the precept in the text, and prepare 
us ill' [~~~ 'fi.lea[flr~ for the difc,harge of it. 
They le~d us to examine the grounds of au): 
refigion, ~!19 ,to weigh thl< ~vidences ,by 
which it is [upported. 'rhe(e re[earches illto 
, ' . 

the grounds and evidence~ of it, will 'enable 
us, 3;ccorqing to the degrees of our profici
ency, to "give an anfwer to every man, 

• • 

thai: afke~h us a reafon of ~he hope that i~ 
, . 

in us." , • 
, 

[/ But to render ourfelves {uch mafl:ers " of 
• 

the fubjeCl:, as to be. able to return a fatip~ 
, 

faCl:ory anfwer, alldto ih~w the reafonable
. ' nefu 

• 
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uefs of every part; we mufi previoufly acquire 
a true and perfea: notion of the real defign of 
religion in general; and then confider thfl 
fitnef" and propriety of its feveral difpenfa
tiolls to promote and accomplifh that defigl1, 
through the various frates and conditions of 
the world. For it is from the ftate and con
dition, that is, from the moral exigences of 
mankind, that revelation takes its rife: and 
it is to the nature of thefe exigencies that 
its contents are adapted. And therefore it 
rouft be from a comparative view of both 
together, that the reafonablenefs and excel~ 
Tency of any difpen{ation can be rightly' ~e
duced and illuftrated. 
· Now, [uch a comparative view of the 
flates of the world, . and the revealed dif
penfations connected with them, the Scrip
ture' faithfully exhibits to us j and thereby 
fupplies us with a proper Clue, to trace the 
beauties". and to unfold the wifdom, of this 
mighty, frupendous plan. . 
" If then we confult the Scripture. account, 
!t will manifeftly appear, that, whilft mail 

• • 

preferved his original frate, and aCl:ed up to 
• • 

. . his • 
( 

• • 

• • 

I 

\ 
.1, 
0' 

0 

i 
• 
I 

0 

0 , • 
0 

• 0 , 

• 
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;! his natural abilities, the governmentiof 'the 
~orld \vent on, as we might expeet, in a re
gular alld uniform. manner . without inter", 
ruption, dev.iatiol1-· .6.rchange.. For what 
peed of any altera~iolls, or extraordinary in-

. terpofitioll$, when the ~ra . man, under the 
guidance .of his Creat.or,as a {on ~nder the 
tuitiOl~ of his father, might by the efrablilhed 
courre. pf things, attain to that knowledge, 
virtue and happinefs, for which he was ori. 

-I gin ally defiglled r . 
. But he perverfely forfook the guide of his 
life, . al)d vainly let up for his own dir.et}:or ; 
in confequence of which, he not only fell 
far below the fiandard· of his nature, but 

,. funk into the depth of mifery and woe. Now 
! if God, in his goodnefs, determined tq raife 

i this fallen and corrupted man to his primi. 
tive fiation ; mtlch more if he defigned to ad. 
vance him to higher degrees of virtue and 
happinefs, than what could be attained by 
the pre-efl:abliihed laws of nature; it is ob~ 

• 

vious to conclude, that he muft necefiarily 
~ffe8: it by fom~ fupernatural method. 

. . 
• 

The 
• 
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. The confiitution and courfe of nature 

was originally adapted to the fiate of inno
cence; and contained no remedy for evils; 
occafioned by voluntary defeCtion.· Thefe, 
if remedied at all, mufi be remedied by a 
fllperior ·hand ; and in a way different from 
the original efiablifhment. Accordingly we 
find, that, when God came down to' judge' 
the offenders, but, at the fame time, with' 
the kind intention of refcning them at lail: 
from the mifery and min they had brought 
upon themfelves; he ihewed this intentioll¢ 
as the cafe required, by an extraordinary 
exertion of knowledge and powel' by pro"
phecyand miracle: by prophecy lirfi, t()' 

open to the view of difconfolate man a new 
profpeCl of happinefs, and to rekindle in his, , 
breafl: new hopes·; and then by miracle, to;! l~' {> 

, , 

firengthen and confirm thofe hopes in him": I" c. : 
and to afiure him of their future comple .... : r·, . ... 

, / han; . ' 

The promije, thus made and confirmed, 
brought to our firO: parents feafonable relief, 
and placed thein again under the guidance 
of religion. But here it ~ to be obferved, 

that~ 



• 
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that, as their charaCter was now become 
more complicated, (for we are to confider 
~hem not only as men, but alfo as unners) 
fo their religion became of courfe propor':' 
tioilably complex likewife, , . , 

As me1i, or rational beings, they were frill 
fubjeCl to the religion of nature, and the law 
of reafon: they were frill bound to enrertairi 
a right knowledge of God, and to pay him 
uncere, unfeigned obedience; 

But asfinners, admitted into a toveriant of 
grace, they were moreover to profefs, ac
cording to the tenour of that covenant, a right 
faith in the promifed Redeem'er; through 
the 'merits of whom the fincerelyobedient 

. were to be refrored to happinefs~ 
True religion then, on the eftablithment 

, 

of the new <:economy after the fall; confifted 
of thefe two parts' which it concerns Ul) 

confiantly to bear in mind, as of great jill

Fortance in our future inquiries. 
Now, had the fucceedirig generations re

tained this religion pure and incorrupt in 
both its parts, and lived up to the meafure 
of its obligations; the adminiflration of di-

• vme 

• 
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'Vine government would probably have pro
ceeded in its ufi.lal courfe, without any 
farther defle8:ions. 

But this, alas! was very far from being 
the cafe. Mankind in a thort time corrupted 
their ways: and not only forgot the promife 
of a Redeemer; but even funk into. a de
plorable ignorance o.f the one true God; and 
plunged themfelves into an endlefs variety of 
oeftru8:ive enoms, and fatal fuperftitions. 

\\Then they had thus degelJerated into 
idolatry and wickedllcfs, and were in no
wife able to reform themfelves; the prefer
vation of their happinefs manifeftly required, 
that Providence !bonld interpofe in fome ex
traordinary manner, to recall them to the 
knowledge of thefe neceifary articles. and to 
awaken them into a fCllfe of their duty. Ac
cordingly we are informed in the courfe of 
this hiftory, that God did aClually interpofe, 
" at fundry times, and in diverfe manners. '1" 

for this purpore; and marvelloufly conduB:cd, 
through a long period, two different kinds 
of adminiftratiol1 together, adapted to the 

q Heb. i. r. 

two 
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two different parts df religion; which they 
were intended .to refrore. 

" But, as faith in God is the fundamental 
. principle of 'all religion, [0 the, firft thing 
lleceflary to be done for the recovery of 
mankind; was to bring them back to the 
belief and acknowledgement of that firfr ar
ticle, relating to his being and provideilce; 
" For he that cometh to God, mlifr believe 
that he is; or exifrs; and that he is a re-

, 

warder of them, that diligently feek him r." 
Conformably to this; the Scripture aflures 

lIS, thatthofe wonderful l1lanifeftatioll$ [6 
, 

frequently difplayed in the firfr ages of the 
W'orld,werechiefly deiigned to convince the 
ilatiotls~of the faHhood and ",anity of the 
opinions they had imbibed; and to render 

, 

them Jenlible, that Jehovah, the author of 
thole amazing wonders, was the only great , 
and true ,God ~a!id cbnfequentJ j; that He 
alone was inti tIed to their fervice and obe~ 
dience. And it is one principal par,t bf my 
deGgi1ii1 the followillg Difcourfes; to ihew 
ho,\v wifelv thofe wondl'Ous manifefiatiollS 

" 
• Heb; xi. 6; 

• 

were 
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were contrived, and how properly they were 
adapted, to promote and accompli1h the end 

, 

jn view: ' to fhcw, how, the doarines ,and ' 
, ' 

miracles confpired together, to difpel the ,,' 
darknefs of (uper£l:ition and, idolatry i and to: , 
refiore mankind to the clear kuowledge of 
their God and Creator. 

But befides this, and in conjlUiCtion with. 
it, there runs through the Old Teitament 
another (cheme of divine adminifiratibn, re-

, 

lative to the fecond article; admirably fitted 
to fupport the hopes, aIid to confirm the 
faith of thofe, who lived under that T~{la'; 

ment, in the future advent of (he promifed 
Redeemer. This fcheme has been fo happily 
unfolded, and [0 flIlIy ex.plained by a ~at~ 
learned Prelate, in his OifcO\ufes qn 'Ihi 
Ufe and Intent of Prophe.cy, that I have only 
to obferve, howeffeauaHy it an[wered the 
purpofe of Proyidenc:e J. as it taifed ill the 
:world a general expeCl:atiQt1 of tve MeHiah's 
coming; and prepared the p~Qpl~ f9r the re,~ 

,ceptionof their' LordI ., 
When the world, arid particulariy that 

nation which was the grand depqutary of 
VOL. I. D true 
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tJ:ue religion; was fo far enlightened by theft: 
acrmlnifirations, as to be thoroughly con- , 
"«inced, that Jehovah ";vas the only God;_ 
a~}it that, " ill remetubrancec:if.. his mercy,: 
he was abQut: to· J:aife up a' mighty falvation:
rot tl}em,.--as:: he had fpokeu' by the mOi.\th 
of his holy prophets'·r then it {eems to: b~: 
t~1e prop'er: tiine for the promifed Redeemer 
fo: make his appearance, in order to iufttua: 
them in the will of God; and to direCt them 
to "ti1ofe ;ltts of real and' lubfrantial virtue, 
"ivhkh are .well-pleaGng and.acc.eptable to 
him. . - ~ .' -' . ,_.: ; ,', ;. : 
: -And the: 'event was exaaIy· anfwerable •. 

• 

For the Gofpel afiur.es us, -that Jefus Chrift 
did accordingly appear ". iri. the. fuhicifs' of 
"time r;" -the time appointed, 'by the 'prophe~ 

. ~ 

cies: that he made a Clear- and full de.;, 
• 

daration of God's wilr .to·:.mankind ;~,and 
'eftaLlifhed a: more p~rfea: infiitui:ion of re· -
ligion; the obfervance of 'Which is to fecure 

-t-d us the ·favour:.of God;: and to entitle us, 

, 

•• 

through the merits oUhis blefied'Redeemer, . . ~. . 
-··r,!,", .• .. ..... . 

, Luke i. 66. 70. . 
~l~ll ir_ +:. . ...... 

• . , 
, . . .. .. '-'" 

" -

. ,.. .. 
• • 

-. .. . . 
• • • 
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to the pofidIioll of eternal happinefs. And 
,it is another branch of my defign to {hew . 
how well the dot1:rines, which Chriil dc
li\Tered, were accommodated to the nece!ii
ties, ,md fitted for the moral improvement, 
of the world: and al(o, how exquiGtely the 
miracles he wrought1 were adjufied to evince 
the truth of his dot1:rines: and confeq uendy 
to !hew, how flllly both in conjltnt1:ion 
prove him to be .. that prophet, that !houllt 
come into the world u." 

Thefe are the outlines vf the pian, .which. 
I have tonned for lilyfelf in the pi-efent un
dertaking; and which 1 !hall endeavour gra~ 
dually to fill up. . 

But. to fill it up in a regular order, and fet 
forth the feveral parts of it in their true and 
proper light; i~ win be requifite to look back 
to the creation of the wmld ; to' contemplate' 
and confider the primitive !tate of mankind,. 
and ~he' provifion that "vas origiJlally made 
for their happinefs. And if this provition, 
which God had el1abliihed in the confiitutiOll" 

• 

Q[ nature, and which he difpenfecl by the or~ 

" Jolin \'i, q. 
J):J; dinary 
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. . dinary courfe of things, appears to have been 

fuitable to the fiate and condition they were 
then in; we may rea(onably prefume, that 
all the fubfequent difpenfations of his provi-

• 

'dence, though frequently of an extraordi-
nary. and miraculous kind, were planned 
and conducted ,vith equal wifdol'll 'j and were 
perfeCHyadapted to the various necefiities, 
which they afterwards laboured under. 

But indeed, we have fomething more than 
rrefumption, we have evident proGf, to build 
llpon. For, if we purftle the footfteps of 
mankind, as they pafted through the feveral 
periods of theworId; and examine the cir
cumfiances which they fell into from time 
to time. 'we fhall find the difpenf.1tibns, dif
played' at thofe' times, and ill ·reference to 
thcife circumftances, to have been as full 
fraught with wifdom, as they were with 
goodnefs: to have been entirely fubferviel1t 
to the grand purpofe of human happinefs ~ 
and fubfervient to it in the very ways and 
methods, which feem,. of all others, the· 
moft proper to produce it. . 

, 

, 
• 

• 

Thi& 

• 
• 
• 
• 

, 
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This we thall hereafter endeavour to {hew 
fr0111 a difiinct confideratioll of particulars. 
Suffice it at prefent to obferve, that the ge
ncral view, which we have already taken of 
thefe difpenf.ations, exhibits a {hong, gene-. ~ . _. 

ral proof of what we have advanced COI1--

cerning them. 
If mankind were fo far funk into ignorance 

and errour, as ~o deify the fcveral parts of 

natijre, and '" to worthip the creatures in
fiead of the Creator x;" what method more 
fuitable, proper and reakll1able, could the 
Almighty make ~(e of, to cOIlvince ~hem of 
their folly, and bring them back to the obe
dience of himfelf; than that of Coullteract-

• • 

ing the laws of nature, and miraculQufly con-
trouling its operations and effeCts!. where .. · 
by they might fee, that to Him alone, as 
governor of the world, their vene~ation 

fhould. in pru~ence and jufiice, ~ direCted. 
For ill thofe times of idolatry, the chief 
poillt to be fet~led, was the f~premacy of 
Jehovah, and his government of the world. 
And therefore the far greater number of th~ 

• R . Oll\. 1. Z S. 

P .3 miracles 

• • 
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miracles recorded in the Old Tefiament, are 
• 

direClly applied to thts point: and, being 
, 

awakening infiance, of terrible majefiy, evi. 
, 

dently pro.ve that the author of them wa" 
endowed with i1.1preme power; could bend 
t8e cOUlIe of nature to his will; and was 

....... ~ , . 
therefore to be revered, as the Lord and Ga·, 
vernor of the whole earth; , 

, Whe~l we COflle to the times of the New , ' 

, Tefiament,we meet with miracles of a dif. , 

ferent kind; but no le[s properly adapted to 
- th'e nature of the difpcnfation, which they 
wer~ wrought to atten-. Here God appears 
in !nilder i.najefiy, inftituting a religio!l of 

, 

perfee: purity, q.nd l>oundle[s love. Corte-
fpondent therefore to the genius of this r~

~':,,' ligiol1, the mira,c1es perfon~ed for its fupport. 
, , 

';' a~~~ll miracles of mercy; which, at the 
.: ' 'fil1ne timc that they demonfl:rate the truth, 

: ." breath forth the very fp!rit a~d temper of 
the Gofpel. For the good will therein re-
, 

vealed towards mankind, i~ every where ex-. - , 

emplitied by the ~lliraculous benefits confer-
1 • • • 

red upon them. .And what can we conceiv~ 
, 

fU?re rational, con vincing and fatisfaClory, 
,- . . 

, than, 
, 
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. . 

than that fuch 'a difpcnf.'1tion calculated to: 
remove the diiorders of the foul, and to 

, . 
advance it to a fiate ofperfeaion !hould be 
thus illuftrated, contirmed and cftabli!hed, 

. 

by miracles which confifl: in curing the ana·, 
logaus' difeafes of the budy, and refloring it 

, 

to perfeCt health? . 
. Hence then may be difcovered the weak-' 

nets and futility of this boafl:ed' o~jeaion, 
" that miracles can be no \,:,itnets either for' 
God or men; nor are any proof either of di·' 

, 

vinityor revelation Y." "For though," fly' 
our adverfaries; "innumerable' miracles 
fhould a11ilil the fenfe, and give the tremb
ling foul no retpite; though the iky !hould 
fuddenly open, and all kinds of prodigies ap-' 
pear'; voices be heard, or charaCters read j; 

yet, what would this evince, bm only that 
there were certain powers \vhich could do all 

, . 

this? But what powers j whether one or' 
more ; whether fu Derior or fu baltenl; mor-, 
fa1 or immortal-; wife or fooliili ; jtlft or uno: 
}ufi j' good or bad: this would frill remain' 
a myftery; as would the true intention, the' 

y Charackri!1icks, '1'01, II. § s· p. 33" 
, 

D 4 infal u 

, 

" . " - , , 

• 



• 

4~ ~ E R M 0 N II. 
~nfallibility or c~rtaip~y of whatever thefe 

• 

power~ afi;er~ed z ." 

, Now
1 

in whatev~r fiate of myfterioufnefs 
pr obfcurity fingle miracles, confidered apartt 
may leave th~{e points involved i yet, mi. 
racles ~hat run, as the Scripture-miracles do, 

• 

in one ~pllncaed chain, are completely ad:-. .' 

apted to clear them up_ FQf by this com-
bination, thi5 bond of union that fub{jfi~ . . .' ., . , . " 

bet~e~l1 them, we fUay as e~fily trace the 
¢Ild ann ~efign pf thefe e~trapr.din!lry effeCts, 
as we ~n trac~ thofe pf the ordinary w.ork~ 
pf 'Pat].H~: And if w~ find, as we do find~ 
~ha~ th~y are all? t~ough v~rious, ftillcohe~ 
rent i tha,t th~y are all fubfervient to i1fUilar 

• 

fnd~ of \vifclo~1 apd goodnefs, with ~ho(e tha~ 
~pp!!ar ~p the works of creatio!1; ~hat t~ey 

all cp-'Qper~te ro Olle ('pp1mOl~, bppevolen~ 

~efign, the produCl:ion ofhumap happine[~; 
~hell furely, '~)¥e have fuffi~i~nt reafon to 
~ol1c1ude, and to be cp'~w\nced, ~hat they are 

• 

?ll the etfetls of ~ne power-ofane juperior 
~1l? imm(Jrtal, ,power __ of on~ power~ 'f!JiJe, 

z Char.i(lerifiics, vol. 'II; § y. p. 333. 
- .-' ". . • . " 

jufl 

, 
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jujl, and good':" in a word, of that power, 
which firft brought nature into being; 
which then wifely and gracioufly eftablifhed 
laws for the happinefs of his creatures; and 
which afterwards, at times, as wifely and 
gracioufly counteraCl:ed thore laws, when it 
became neceflary to their farther happinefs. 

Here therefore is a clear difplay a full, 
irrefragable proof of divine power: and the 
intentim of this power, in performing thefe 
marvellous works, is equally plait:! and ob· 
vious. For the nature of the miracles 
wrought, the relation they bear to the cir. 
cumfrauces of things, and the fuitablenefs 
they difcover to certain ends, are as clear 
indications of what the Almighty intended 
in the performance of them; as thequali. 
ties and affeCtions of natural bodies are'indi. 
cations of the defign he had in view, when 
he produced thofe bodies into being. 

With refpett to the miracles, wrought in 
• 

confirmation of particular doarines, they 
are fo exquifitely appropriated to the nature 

• BROWN'S Etrays on the CharaCleriltics. Effay III. § IV. . , 

p. z76~ 
• 

of 

• , 
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, , 

6f thofe dottrines, as to be often real exem-
plifications of them. They are, in many 
, ' , 

cafes, the very doCtrines reduced into aCts. 
And the truth of fuch doarincs is as" certaiw 
and infallible, as it is tmqftejlionable and cer-

, , 

lain that the aCts were performe-d. 
Upon thewhole; the proofs affinal cau[es, 

and confequentlythe proofs of the illten/ion 
of the Deity, are as vifible in the proceedings 
that Call cern the moral, as in tlrofe that re
late to the natural world. Natural bodies 
neither ibilld more' properly ranged; nor 
operate more harmonioufly to the ends of 

, 

creation; than miracles do, j to the purpofes 
of' revelatiOli. . ' , , 

We fee them fpringil1g up, juft at the 
times, and exaCtly in the places, we might 
reafonably expeCt: we fee them fucceeding 
each other in a regular, conneCted ord.:r: 
we ~ee them afiuming various complexions, 
according to the variolls neceffities and occa~ 
nons, that called for them: we fee them, 

, . ' 

completely -anfivering thofe oecaGons and 
neceilities; and thereby fecuring the happi
l1tfs of tbe world. And feeing all this, can 

we , 

, 

-
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we po{iibly doubt either the intent or pro
priety of them? can we poffibly doubt of 
their being the genuine works of Him, 
"who is excellent in wifdol11, as well as 
mighty in power;" and wfio, viewing the 
.end from the beginning, "fweetly orderetll 
aU the means b," that are necefiary to pro~ 

mote and accompliih it? 
If we ihould now try what efr'eD: it 'would , 

have, to fuppofe the order of the miracleti 
• 

changed; this would be a farther illufhation 
~oth of the propriety of them, and of the 

• 

advantages refulting from their prefent iitua~ 
tion c • For which of the miracles exhibited 
• 

to Pharaoh would have been to Adam, what 
the debafing of the ferpent to the abjeD: ftate 
of a reptile was a ftanding fecurity for the 
completion of his hopes, and a prelude to the 
• 

final overthrow of his enemy? 
To what purpofe would the gift of lan~ 

guages have been conferred on the Ifraelites, 
• 

fecluded, as they were, from the converfe 
and fociety of all foreign people? 

~ W'{i:1 .. , I u. VIII. !. 

c R()TH&I\AM'S Sketch, &c. § iii. p. 23. 
• 

Or 
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, 

44 S E R M 0 N II. 
Or how would the pmy,er of defeating 

armies, and conquering nations by war, have 
promotedJhe eftablilhment of the Gofpel of 
peace? How would it have accorded with 
the geniu,s, and temper of that religion, 
whofe end is to level all difiinCl:iolls; to re-, 

duce mankind into one community; and to 
unite them in the· bonds of charity and 
love? 
.. In the places they are fituated the miracles 
have all their ofe am] beauty; the moment 
you tranfp9fe them, their luftre is tarnilhed: 

their {erviceab1cllefs and propriety are no 
longer viGble; but the whole. becomes at 
once an ulele(s and monftrous jumble of 
itrange, confufed, unmeaning exertions. 

Finally, as the order and difpofttion of the 
miracles ferve thus to iliuftrate and fet forth' 

, 

their propriety; fo do the circumftances under 
which they were exhibited, and the con
ned ion they maintain with the known na-

, 

tural fiate of the times, ferYe to prove their 
. " . 

tmth and reality. They make, in the hifrory 
of thofc times, an effential part of the {evera:l 
events related: they .a.r~ [q intiinat~ly iqter-

woven 
, .' 

• 
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woven with the natural occurr~nces, that 
they cannot be feparated the one from the 
other, without violence: they are the auxi
liaries of nature for the accomplifhment of 
the divine purpofes: they are indeed the very 
means that Providence made ufe of. and the 

-

only means that feern adapted - to work the 

reformation, and carryon the improvement 
af the world. Their exiftence therefore may 
be clearly deduced from the manifeft improve. 
ment, which mankind are atJowed _to have 
made in religious knowledge and moral 
praetice. In a word, the Jewiih and Chrif. 
tian religions, the grand inftrumellts of this 

-
improvement, were refpectively founded On 
the Jewiih and Chriftiall miracles; without 
which, they could never have been eftabli'hed. 
Hence then, we are as fure, that thefe mi
racles were aexually perfermed, and had a
real i':xi£hmte ; . as we are fure, that thefe re
ligions now fub'llfi, a1Jd areprofelfed in the 

• 

world. Al1d greater-iecurity-than this, no 
man, .!-think, 'can reafonably defir-e. 

But, l10twithfiandillg the. iOrce of this 
evidence, the incredulity of the prefent -age 

has 

• 

• 
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has not only dared to call in .quefrion the 
reality of thefe miracles; but. h~s proceeded 
fo f~r, as even to deny the pqfJibility of them. 
The/validity of the reafonings, by which our 
adverfari:es would. fain rejeCt them, 1 {hall 
bring to the, tefr in my. next Difcourfe. In 
the mean time, convinced as we are, tha.t 
"the foundation of God ftandeth fure d ;" 

that the religion which he efrablifhed by 
fuch a train of miracles, is infallibly tru,e 
and divine; let us ierioufiy attend to its im
portant doCtrines; and diligently endeavour 

. to frame our lives according to its wife and 
excellent precepts. Let us fedately refleCt, 
that the great end of all true religion, and 

• 

more particularly of the Chriftian religion, is 
to reform its profeifors from vice and immo
rality; and to render them " zealous of good 

. works·," When it influences our cancIua 
• • • 

in this mapper, the benevoJent defign of our 
Lord in rev.ealing it, and the great intention 

( of God in the miraculous atteftation he has . . -. , 
• 

been pleafed, to g;ive it, is effedually com~ 

i 1 Tim. ii. 19' 

• Tit. ii. 14' 
• 

! 

. 
• 

pleted,· 
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pleted. Our falvation is begun; as, by the 
forfaking of our fins, the caufes of our mifery 
are removed. "And being made free from 
11ll f," the higher ,ve advance in piety and 
goodnefs, the better we (hall be dilpofed [or 
the enjoyment of that happincfs, \'ihicIt 
God has prepared for them that obey 
him. To whom, with the Son and Holy 
Ghofi, be afqibed ,\11 honour, adoration and 
praife, &c. Amen. 

i Rpm. vi. IS. 
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o GEN. xviii. 14. 
o 

Is any thing too hard fir the Lord? 
o 

o 

S miracles are fuch Clear, pofitive and 
o 

. direcr proofs of tne truth of revela~ 
ti.on; it is no wonder, that the patrons of in
fidelity lhould labour fo indufirioufly, in 
every age, to decry, explode and .rejeCt them. 
But of all the attempts that were ever made 

o 

in any age to this purpofe; one of the moLl: 
• 

.fubtile, as well as the mofr infolent, is that 
, 

- 0 

of a certain modern writer; who not only 
prefumes toquefEon the !'eality, but magif· 
terially denies the pofiibilityof m~racles : who 

o 0 

pronounces them to be in their own nature 
l.1tterly incredible; and, when produced in 
fllpport of any religious fyfrem, to be more 

VOL. 1. E properly 

, 
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properly a fubjeCl: of derifion than of argu
ment g• 

But how light and ridiculous [oever this 
fubjeCl: may appear in- the apprehenfioll of 
our fafiidious author; it has certainly too 
much weight, ftrength and ftability to be _ 

puffed away by the mere arrogance of an in
fulting farcafm. It is a ferious fubjeCt, and 
admits of argument. And therefore we {hall 
affume the confidence, notwithfl:arrding his -
fcoffs, to argue thepoillt with this conte~p. 

-

fUOllS adveriary: not indeed with any view 
of working the conviCl:ion of fo prejudiced a --
perf on ; but in hopes of fecuring the better 
dilpofed, but lefs learned, from being led 
away by the fophiftry of his reafonings. -, 

, , 

And to this end, I 111all endeavour to 
'prove, in direCt oppofitioll to the general , 
deiign and 'avowed purport of his Tenth '
Efiily, I' 

own nature either impoflible ,or incredible; i 

K l-h'ML's Eil,\)"" 1'01. II. § x. on l\Iirades, p. 139.8"0. 
inl.li67· 

~ 

l' 
1 , , 

- • I illmptlOn, l 
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fumptioll, nay, irref(agable evidence of theit 
having been aauaUy performed; and per
formed too in fupport and atteftatiol1 of re
vealed religion. 

In difcuffing thefe points I !hall proceed 
as the nature of the fubjea: direCts; and at
tempt, in the 

FirJl place, to evince and demonfrrate the 
pqffibility of miracles. 

The Almighty, when he created thi$ 
vifible world, difpofed the parts of it in fnch 
order, and imprefied upon them filCh mo~ 
tions, as were· adapted to accomplilh the 

gracious ends, which he propofed to himfelf 
in the creation of it. Now, as thefe ends, 
he forefaw, were in general:attainable by one 
uniform mode of proceeding; fo he deter .. 
mined, that a conftant fucceffion of effeCts 
ihould uniformly proceed from their refpec~ 
tive caufes, according to certain fl:ated rules. 
Thefe rules, which natural bodies obferve 
in their operations, are commonly called the 

laws of nature. But the laws of nature are 
in reality the laws of God: that is, they are 
nothing elfe b\lt the modes of alling, which 

E z the 
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thewifdom of the Deity has .prefcribed fa 

his .power, in the preier,vation and govern· 

ment of thenatl:lr<\l world •... F or . matter,. 
• 

having no felf-determining ,priuciple; is,. 

properTy fpeaking, capable Of no'law" ,Being 
io.itfeIf inert aud. pa~fiv.e, it can muy aB:, as· 
it is a8:ed upon. And therefore the courfe
of thema~eriahvor1dftands ill ne.ed of·the 
fame power to continue itot1~ as was nccef.. 
£'try at firft Ito put it in motion. Ami in

~eed1 fu.ch. power is con.fi:antly employed 
upon it. For' ,the principle of gravitation,. 
:the moft€.Mteafiveaild operative principle iIil: 
J)atur.e, is evidently Hoother .thm ehe.con-
.tiuuul agericy of Gad ~. ' . , .. 

.5i!1ce the :courfe of natme; then, is' noth ing 
. .elfe but .that continued uniform manner, in 

• 

:which God produces certain effet1s according 
.to his· own wifc!om; and fince this mallller 

.of aCting depends ent1relyupon his ;wifoom.;. 
:he may at any time, :if 'he fees .fit, ;as eauljr 
alter it, as'· he .may cOlltinu€ jt·~ in ,~ther 

< . II" 'NnVTOl>[ Principia, &c.·lib.·lII. prop. Xr,r.I.;~hol. gen • 
See aJeo MACh':LAURIN'S Account ofSirIJ NllWTON'S Difcove" . - .. " . . 
ries, b.lY. ch. IX,.§ 1.,. 6 •. 13' anQ PRleB's Di(rer~. 01) Pro-. '. .' , ' , . 'videuce, § ~. . '" - .. 

words; 

• 
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words, he may as eanly'work a miracle, and - . 
.... " perfoni1 a new thiilg i" in the earth, as 
he may' perfcvcre in the old, common way, . 
.and keep things on in their ordinary courfe. 
For the ordinary aad extraordinary are 
equally j'n his power, and equally fubject to 

his will' and cantroul. For' ilO man \..;,:iIf, 
, 

~onteild, that' it requires more or greater: 
power to ftop' or alter the motions of the 
·planets, than it docs to .carry them rot111d ill 

, 

their orbits. No man will contend, tlrat it 
requires a greater p0wer to dehlge the earth, 
'Or to' divide the tea, than it did at firfr to 

, 

,create them; and does frill to preferve them in 
:their prefent frate. No man will contend, that 
it requires a greater power to refrore life to a 
body when dead, than to give life to a body 
that before never lived. Or, if ally one 
:1hould be difpofed to contend thefe points;' 
yet he cannot deny, but that infinite power 
is able to perform them. 

Hence then it follows, that miracles are 
prfjible; that the Ruler of the world may 
counteraCt the 1<n\'5, or alter the courfe of it, 

i Numb. xyi. 30• 

E 3 when 
• 
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when h.e fees proper. But when it may be 
proper for him to aCt in fuch a manner, WE 

are nO,t always competent judges. Th~s 

however we may judge, th,at in general anq. 
common cafes, he will alwilYs a~ according 
to t~e g~neral ;md C0p1lTI011 cQurfe qf things; 
as that cour(e will be fpfficient to 3!lfwer th~ 
great and ultimate end pf;111 his aCtio11s '~ 

the produaiOl~ of thecommoll apd gelleral 
good. 
: But, to come to my jeco1id point, 
Jf any extraordinary occafions fhould arife? 

)vhich require extraordinary prpvi1iOl)S; then 
it is probable tha~ he will make thofe provi~ 
fions for them in fome extrflordinary way: 
that is, he will probably perform miracl~s. 
For MIRACLES ARE EXTRAORDINARY EF· . '. '. . 

FE~TS PRODUCED UPON EXTRAORDINARY . ' , , . . 
OCCASIONS. And that fur:;h occafipns may 
arife, both in the natural and mqral world, . . .' 

, 'tis an eafv matter to conceive. In the na-
J ..-

tflral world, the attraClion of bodies may 
• 

~ring all ruch irregularities, a~ can llO other, 
wife be adjufted, than by the ha!ld of Him 
who fid.l: formed it k. Aid in the moral . '. ' . 

• 

~ NEWTON'S Optic" Q:,;ery 31. p. 378. ., . . , . . . . world, 
. • • I 

, 
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S E R M 0 N III. S5 
world, the corruption of free agents may oc
calion {uch enormities, as can only be reCti
fied by the interpofition of Providence. 

In [uch .circumftances therefore, where it 
feerns necefiary that God, both as preferver 
and governor of the world, .fhould interpore 
for its [uppQrt and welfare; it is very pro
bable he may have interpofed: and more er • 

• 

pecially in matters relating to true religion. 
For fince he is peculiarly concerned for the 
happinefs, and, as the means of it, for the 
moral improvement, of mankind; if men, 
by a wrong ufe of their liberty, lhould 
plunge themfelves into vice and wretched
nerS! i4 in that ftate of ignorance and 
errour, inftead of being able to recover them
[elves, they ihould continually fiuk into ftill 
worle and worle condition: what can you 
conceive more probable, than that God ihould 
interpofe, by fame fignal aCt of his provi
dence, to reclaim them to the praClice of 
virtue and religion; and thereby reftore 
them to the capacity of attaining that bappi
ae[s, for which they were originally de
figned ,? 

Jf 
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• 

, If i'eal piety'and moral virtue, wi~h the 
t~ligiol1s knowledge that is lleceffary to 
them, are objeB:S worthy pf the divine at
tention j' and if thefe were in danger of 
perifhing utterly out of the world ;- " why 
{hould it be thought a thing incredible, that 

, ' 

(Jod" ihould commiffion proper perfons to 
republiih the doCtrines, and enforce the 

"~ 'dpties of religion and niorality, with clear 

/:?l~~ exp~efs a1lthority? ?l:is com~jflion of 
.. : '·.~he prophets-would be 111 Itfelf mIraculous: 
, . 

buttlJen thdniracle would not appear open-:-' 
,-/' ly' to the world: and therefore fome other 

• 

" . ',miracles, ob~l.'ious and Je1!fible, wou 19 be ne-, ' , 

cefiary to atteft its truth. Superior know~ 
ledge and virtue are not alone fufficient tq 
charaaerize a prophet. He muft alfo " do 
(Dch things, as no mall' can do, except God 
were with him," before his prophetic clla-:
raCter will be eftablilhed, and himfelf be 

• 

;rcknow ledged as a di vine teacher J. 'And 
therefore ~ve may conclude, that every pro,:" 
phet, employed upon any extraordinary mef: 
• 

!age, would be endowed with this' powcr of 
. , 

,,~ See Dr. AUA:,rs's Ell:q on'i\liracles, p. 33, 
I • • . • , , . , 

• 

workillg 
. , 
• • 



, 
• 

S E R M 0 N III. 57 
, 

worki ng miracles, as well in confirmation 
of his own million, as in fupportof the 
doB:rines he had in charge to teach m. 

And if it fhould appear from the hifiory 
of the ,,~orld, that fuch good ends have in 
faB: been anfwered by them: if it fhould 
appear; for example, that religion and mo-

: r:lIity, when jufi expiring, had been revived 
by the help of thefe miracles;' had been 
efrablifhed among feveral nations; and in a 
way likely to gain farther ground: ihis will 
be a frrong prefumptioll in their favour. And 

• 
, if it fhould f.1rther appear, that there is no 
· other ailignable canfe, which' could bring 
, 

, about this great event, but the miracles re-
: corded to have been wrought for the pur-
, 

~ pofe; this will be.a good proof, that they' 
:> 
-; were accordingly wrought; and aB:ually , 
!; performed wi'th that intention". 
, 

1 'What a itrange canduB: therefore mufi it 
~ be in our adver[ary, to allow that" miracles '~ 

:1 may be pqfJible; nay, and probable too; pro-
) 

:! vided they have nothing to do with religion." 
• 

~~ 

" " 

" " [>! 

m STILLINGFLEET'S Origin. Sacra:, b. II. ch. vi. § IS
~ An.\m's Etl'IY, p. 3+. • 

For 

• 

, 
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For where lhould ,ve expeCl them to be 
employed, but on objeCts worthy of them? 
And what ohjeCtscan we conceive of fuch 
dignity and importance, as thofe which re
ligion exhibits? If God then can be thought 
to have any regard for the things that con
cern the tranuent enjoyments of this mortal 
life~ how much greater attention may he 
be [uppofed to p;:y to the things that ref pea 
our immortal fiate? But thefe are the things 
of religion: the things that make for the 
fupreme interefi of mankind, through time, 
and through eternity. From hence then, 
from the dignity and importance of their 
defign, there arifes a peculiar prefumption ill . 
favour of fuch miracles, as are faid to have 

• 

been wrought in fupport of religion 0. 

" No, fays the infidel;" and retorts UpOIl 
us "if there be any prefumption, that 
miracles were wrought in former times; to 
fupport the doCtrines, alld enforce the practice 
of true religion j there mufi fubfifl:, of courfe, 
an equal prefumptioll, that they would {till 

• 

• CAMPBELL'S Diifcrtarion on Miraclcs, § V. p. 89, &c. 
Bp. BUlLER'S Anal. of Religion,.pt. ii. eh. ii. p. Z43, /Xc, 

b~ 
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be performed in our own times, for the 
fame ends ' becaufe religion and morality 
want frill to be propagated,. ,frill to be en
forced in the world. And fillce it is certain, 
that God performs no miracles now for that 
purpofe; the prefumption is, from the rules 
of analogy, that he 1lever did perform 

" any. . 
Now, in anfwer to this, let it here be ob

ferved, that it is in no wife neceJJ;\fY, as the 
inference would fuppofe, to keep always to 
the fame method, in order to accomplifh 
the fame end. \Ve learn from the conftitu
tion of nature, that it requires far greater 
care, painR and trouble, to fettle, frrengthen, 
and dl:ablilh things at firJl, than it does after. 
wards to preferve and fupport them: in 
time indeed, they may be able to preferve 
and [upport themfelves. Hence then, if 110 
, 

miracles arc wrought at prefent for the pro-
pagation of religion, the rearon is plain 1-

religion may be propagated without them. 
And God will never be fo lavifu of his 

, 

po\vcr, as to make ufe of extraordinary , 
meanS, 

• 
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, 

means', . when common and ordinary ones 
, 

are fouod fi.lflicient. 
But rhDllgh c.ommon ,rti1d ordinary means 

,lre iufficient IlOW; yet, in the begimiing they 
were Boffo. For true religion, like a tender 

, 

plant, required, when firO: fet in the earth, 
, , 

to be' \v;atcred and, nouriilied with the dew 
of heaven; without which it would/have 
withered away. It required to be guarded 
with :conaant care; to be defend'ed from all 
ahn6yal1ces; and to be fortified againft the 

, 

violence of ail the aorms, that might tlll and 
beat upon it. It requited therefore the pe .. 
culial' attention of Providence; and the iignal 
¢xertion-of his mighty arnf: that is, it re-

, 

quired~miracles to be wrought in its favour, 
1n order both to promote its fuccefs, and to 
fec\)re its eftabliiliment in the world. When 

, 

aftenv,ards. in confeqllence of fuch miracu~ 
tous interpoiitions, " it had taken root, and 
filled the land P;" when it had been widely 
diffufed, and fllfficiently efl:abliihedamong 
the nations; then indeed mir;ht it i:lfely be 
lcft'to' prefetve itfe1f; and to make its, way 

• 

7 by 
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by its own fhength, without any [peeial 
aHifiance. 
. This is the eonclufion we are led to form 

• 

from the allalogy of nature; and is a con
duGon that frands fully confirmed by the 
evidence of faCts. For if experience tells us, 
that God now acts in the atTairs of religion 
according to the natural courfe .of things: 
and, having committed it to the ;care :aIUl 
m.magementof its profdlors, leaves iitto.the 
influence and refult of their condu'Ct; [0 

l1ifiory affures llS, ,Oll' the other hand, that 
in ancient times he aCted in a different man~ 
ncr; that l1e watched over religion with .a 
providential eye; attended to its various 
frates and conditions; and, as occafions re.
quired, fuccoured, fupported, .frrengthned, 
frablin1cd ,it by.frequent and Jttpernatttral dif. 
plays of his power. Which: brings me, 
in the :: . 

'Third place, To prove the reality and cer-
. t,lill!v of .miracles. . , 

• 

There are two .religions no.w in the 
world the Jewijh and the Chrjftiml' which, 
though they fprung up l1l1der the moll un· 

promifing 
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promifing afpeCt, yet made their way with 
furprifing (ucce{s. If we compare the genius 
of thefe religions with the temper and difpo
fitions of the times, we ihall find that 
they contain nothing, that was particularly 
adapted to engage the qfeElions, but much 
that might eafily excite the aveifzon, of a loofe 
and d~generate world. For the burdenfome 
ceremonies of the former were no lees un .. 
grateful to the indolence, than the fublime 
pur.ity of the latter was to the eorfuptio1Z, of 
depraved nature. But, llotwithfranding the 
prejudices that lay againfr them, and the 
.oppofition that was made. to them, thefe 
religions frill prevailed; and gained, in their i , 
day, an extenfive reception among mankind. ' 
.But by what .means did they gain it? N0t by • 
natural, but by fuperuatural means: by the ' 

• 

help oLthe miracles, that were publicly 
performed to attefr their truth. Thefe mi
racles the people faw; and believed the re
vela.tions confirmed by them. And this their 
pr.ofeffed belief of the one, is an irrefragable 
proof of the reality of the ·other. 

But 

, 
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But this evidence will appear in a ftronger 
light, if we confider the relation, which 
thefe miracles bear to the ftate and circum~ 
fiances of the times; and the conneCtion they 
maintain with the known fituation of things. 
When we examine the miracles recorded bv .-
heathen authors, we cannot but obferve, that 
they are all detached events, .md properly 
make no part of the hiftory; fince the fame 
feries of affairs might be carried on, and the 
£1me ends be accomplifhed, as well without 
the interpofition of them, as with it: and 
therefore may conclude, that they were pur
porely introduced, either to enliven a dul,l 
narration, or to anfwer fome bafe, political 
defign. But the Scripture-miracles are of a 

• 

different ftamp. They plainly conftitute an 
t§ential part of the feveral events related..: ,,~d 

are fo intimately interwoven with the natu~ 
• 

ral occurrences, that they cannot be fepa~ 
rated from them. They all work to fome 

• 

rational; importantend ; and come in, oppor-
funely, to affift and ftrengthen the weaknefs 

• 

of nature, in order to bring that end abollt. 

Take away the affifiapce of miracles, in "the 
cafes 

• , 
• 

, 
• 
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. cafes -they are faid to have been wro~ght,and 
:yollwill-inftantly perceive, that nature 1ll!fll 
,fink, under the, weight of the tranfaCl:ions; 
,an~ ~h<lt~,)lCr Po\~e,rs being unequal to the 
work,; tl~~,re,conomy of the times mufl: come 
-to a deadftand,. Miracles only'. could cany 
it iO\F"PO~ ,is there ,any fueh thiug,:,as 'pro
·c~edi!lg (caree a ftep w~thout them., . ' 

, . 
)?lacp th~ Jews, ,as. they were placed, in 

Egypt ,; ;~P9~1~q"wil1 you bring t~em out, 
:agi!i1lfi the w,ill of their'. tyrannical mafiers, 

• 

:l1Wefs,bYi<pniraclepel:(or}ned in:the~r favo~r-? 
Then, ,Qb(erve their .. embarrafinellt at the 

• • •• .-

~ReJ jea; ,a~ld think, ,howitis;poffible, 
;wi:~hPJlJ IWIP'herllliracle, to ,deliyer them 

• • 

{rom tbe fury of their, enraged enemies,and 
:1and;l:h~:pl .fjlfe on ~he, oEpofite {hore ? . Attelld 
them, a{te:rwanlsin th~ir journeyings ~hr~.Qg~l 
.the ;wild~J:J}~f~, fort~e ~ace of" forty years,; 
.and how -:w~re they to pe fufiailJed,. for .[0 

·long a]time", in that barren defart, without, ,a 
feries ,ofconjlant miracles?· Then, bri~g ,~~e~ 
-to the -borders of-the 'land of Canaan; ,and . . . " .' . ~. . 
,how, tbefeech you, cO,uld they pallibly ex-
pel -the. iD.habitallts of this land,. and :get 

- pofiefHoll 

, , 
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,poiteilion of it themielves, without the af .. 
fi1l:ance of his arm; "who ruleth over aU 
the kingdoms of the earth," and difpofeth of 
them " according to the purpofe of his own 
will?" Here therefore He introduced them; 

• 

and. here He proteCted them, whil1l: they 
" kept his fiatutes, and obferved his laws." 

• 

But the Je'1vijh law was only an intra.-
duCliol1 to that nobler infiitution, which 
was efiablifhed by Chrifi, as the other had 

. . 

been by Mofes, on the. foundation of aRr 
prop6ate miracles. For what but the reality . . . 

of the miracles, which our Saviour performed 
in proof of his doCtrines, could prevail 011 

• • 

fuch a number of people, naturally pre.,. 
judiced the contrary way, to become his dif
ciples; and, under the weight and preHi,1r\! 
of fo many hardfhips, fieadily to embrace 
and profefs his religion? Allel what but the 
reality of the miracles, which thefe dJfciples 
again were enabled to work, could fo eHec-

. tually recommend it to the acceptance of 
I others? For many and many Qthers did ac-
i cept and embrace it, on the eYldence of the 

. . 

miracles, which they hlW p~rformed in at-
I VOL. 1. F tefiation. 
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66 S E R M 0 N 111. 
tefration of it: and thereby declared to tIle 
world, that they were fully convinced of the 
trttth and certainty of thofe miracles. And 
this their declaration ought to Le credited: 
not only as the teftimony of (0 many wit~ 

neffes {houIel ill realon be deemed valid; but 
as it alfo fupplies os ,\lith a dear and {atis
faClorv aCCOl1nt of events, wnich otherwife 

• 

are unaccountable \ For admit the miracles 
to be true; and' all the events, recorded Doth 
in the Old and: New Teftament, are jufr what 
\te {hould have expeeted to follow: but 
rejeCt them as falfe; and we are infrantly in
vol 'led in difficulries and perplexities; and 
ob~iged at Iaft to' belic\!e things" in their own .' 
llature, much more incredibf-:,. or, as our ' 
authur fpeaks, "much more miraculous, !, 

I 
than even the miracles themlel ves." , 

, 
But all this, it is faid, frands upon tefri- :' 

I 

mony' ~ '~and nO'tefiimony tor any kind of \ 
mi,'neXe can e\'er amount to a p,.obt?bifit~l', r 

much le[~ to' a proof; or even fuppoling it : 
amounted to' a proof, it would be oppoted i 
by another proof, derived from the very na- i 

~ S~e R"Tl.ER" Analogy, part' n. eh:>p. vii, p. 3S~, &.:, 
, 

, 

, 

I 
I 
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ture ot the faCt which it would endeavour to 
efiablilh. 'Tis experience only which gives 
authority to human teftimony; and 'tis the 
fame experience, which afiures us of the 
laws, of nature. When, therefore, thefe two 
kinds of experience (obferve the words) are 
contrary, we have nothing to do but {ub
traCt the one from the other, and embrace 
an opinion, either on one fide or the other~ 
with that aifurance, which arifes from the 
temainder. But, according to the principle 
here explained, this fubtraCtion, with regard 
to all popular religions, amounts to an intire 
annihilation: and therefore we may efiablifh 
it as a maxim, that no human tefiimony 
can have fuch force as to prove a miracle j 
and make it a juft foundation for any fuch 
fyftem of religion '." 

: This is the mighty argument, by which 
, 

[Mr. Hume would overturn at once all the 
, 
, 

miracles recorded in Scripture. But this, in 
j truth 1 is fo far from being an argument, that 

it is nothing more than down-right fophif-
" 

try; the moft fallacious rea1011ing that was 
, HU~!ii'1 Elfay., vol. II. § 10. p. 144' 

, F 1 ever 
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ev~r ufed. And the fallacy lies in this: ' 
that he takes the proofs from te£!im.ony in, 
iilpport ~f miracles, and the proofs from ex.
perience in fupport of the efiablHhed courfe 
Gf nature, to be diretl:· l'on/rary proofs :
whereas, in reality, they have no relation 
to each other; but refpeCt quite different 
facts. The unformity of nature .is in 1l{)7 

wife contradiCted by the fuppofition of mi. 
racles. Nay,. . by fuppofing the 'faas . i~ 
quefiion to be miraculous t the uniformity 

• 

of na~ure is preferved, and the faas are ac~ 
counted for upon another principle entirely 
conuftent with it '. All that common ex;.. 
f>erience proves, is, that there is a feuled: . 
courfe of nature; and that,. in common and 
ordinary cafes, things proceed according' to· 
this fettled courfe. But with regard to e.t
lraordinary occafions, experience can deter
mine nothing. For them, we mufi have re-

• 

courfe to the hifiory of the times in which 
they happened; and fee what the m.en of 
thofe times have related and vouched con
,erning them; and· if we nnd that they una-

• Dr •. ADA'~!~'S EITay,.p. 17. 

nimoufly 

• 

• 
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l1imoufly tefiify, that on {uch extraordinary 
.occaGons extraordillary or mir£lcu/oltS thing~ 
were performed; miracles truly worthy of 
.God, and f-uitable to the neceilities that 
called for them; !then are we bound in 

•• 

reafGI1 tq receive this their teftimony " with 
full afIi.lranceof faith." I fay, with fttll 

: afturance; becaufe there is nothing that can 
, 

: tend to diminifh it. For it is in the higheft 
, 

: .degree ab[UFd, to talk of jubfraClillg the evi~ 
; dence ,of experience from the evidence, of 
! this tcfiimony fince they are evidences of 
, 

1 different facts, and therefore incapable of , 
• i being compared together t. 

t " If miracles, filY, Biihop BUTLER, muir be comparea to any 
.thing ill nature, thry Ihould not be compared to,common Ilatu
ral erents, or to events, which, though uncommon, are fimiL1r 
to what we daily c;,;pcriencc; hut to the extraordinalJ ph:eno-. ' 

mena of nature. And thell the .comparifon will be bctween the 
:prefumption againfi miracle~, and the prefumptioll againfi fuch 

" ,uncommon appearance; l! pon, which he concludes, that 
there is certainly.no filch ,preCumptiOll agaillU: miracles, as to 
'rcnder them in any wile incredible: that, 011 the contrary, ollr 
:bcing able to difcern rcaron~ for them, gives a pofuil'c crcdibi
.Iity to the hifiory of them, in cafcs where thofe rearons hold." 
Analogy, part II. ch. ii. p. 2+)', &c. See alfo Dr. PUCE'S 

-OitIer!. on Hulorical Evidencc and Miracles. ' 

But 

\ 
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, But if our author {bQuld fail to make th~ 

. 

fubtratlion ill this (orm; h~ is refolved, 
however, to make it in ,another. And there
fore tells llS, " that there is not to Qe fpund, 
in all hillory, any miracle attetled py i} fuf. 
fieient lllJmber qfmen, of [qch ).Inq/leftioned 

'good fen fe, ~dueation, ;;Ind h,:arping, as tp 

feeure us <Jgainft all delufion ilJ themfelves; 
of fuel) Jllldouhted integrity, a~ to place 
them beyond all fufpicion of any defign to ' 
deeeiye others; of fu~h ~r,edit an,d reputation' 
in the ,eyes of mankind, as to have a, greqt 
deal to lofe, in cafe of being deteCted in any. ' 
f1liliood; and, at the fame time, attefting.' 
faas, performed in fi,lch a public manner, I 
. .' ! 

apd in fq cdeurated a part pf the "vorld, as: 
, 

to render the deteaion unavoidaple: all; , ' 
~hich circumftances, he [ays~ are requifite i 
to give us a fu11 afiurance in the t~ftimony I 

. . . '.. . I 

ofmen u.'l f , r 
I Very well. And have not all thefe re- I 

, .' I 

quifites been over and m'er {hewn to concur i' 
iil fupport of the Script~re·P1ira~l~s? Thefe I 

U fl'lIME'S Ellays ubi [uPI1l. 
I , 

f 

I 

~irac~e~ I 
I 
I 
• 
• 

" , , 
• 

, 
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miracles "were not done in a earner x." 
they did not make their firft appearan.ce in 
fuch a place as Paphlagonia, a land of bar
barity and dulnefs; where our author's fa
vourite, Ale:x:ander, the impofior, began his 
feats; but they fhone forth in the mofl: 
celebrated parts of the world, and at the 
mofi celebrated periods. Egypt, Phcenicia. 
and Canaan faw them, believed and trembled: 

i Babylon, Jerufulem, Athens, Rome and Co-
l, 

; rinth were all eye-witnefies of them; and 
i 
! fiand upon record as vouchers for their truth 

and certainty. Nor were they only per
formed ill fuch renowned place~, but they 
were aKa performed in direa oppofition to 
the prejudices "nd intereft of the moft re
nowned al)d powerful ill thofe places. They 
wtre performed before the moft yigilant, 
acute and malicio\l.s enemies; who vigo
routly exerted all their illd\l.ftry, ikill and 
fagacity in the examination of then1-; and 
who, if they had been falfe, would certainly 
have deteaed the impofture. The te1l:imony 

, 

given to thefe miracles, was given in t1w 
, 

I ACts xxvi. 26. 

F 4-
, 



I 

"2' I 
• • 
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fame places, and in the [line public man-
tier, by an infinite number of men: men of 
cool rea[on and found judgement; neither 
heated byenthufiafin, nor fired by ambition; 
but fedate in their conduCt, and humble 'rn 
their purftlits: men, who were uniform in 
their account of things; and who, not only 
" took joyfl1l1y the fP9iling of their goods y," 
but patiently endured all the hardfuips of 
perfecutiQIl anq death, for the fake of what 
th'ey atteft~d:. aiid confequently men, who 
tlie~eby gav~ to' the world the highefi proof, 
that could pollibly be given by men, of the 
truth and fidelity of their tefiimony 1 

• 

. Nor is it any dimibution of the force of 
this argument, or any prejudice to the catie 
it maintains, that miracles have been forged, 
and firenuoufly fupported by perfons of other' 

• 

religiops. "The forgeries of this fort, which 
• 

have been imppfed upon mankilld in all ages, 
are fo far from \veakening the credibility of 
the Jewi(h and Chrifijan miracles, that they 
fl:rengthe\1 it. For how could we accot1l1t 

• • 

for a pra8:ice fo univei'(aI; of forgillg rni.,. 
• • • 

r IIcb~ x. 3+', 
• 

7 
•• racles 

• 
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rades. for the fupport of falCe religions; if, 
• 

Oil fome occauons, they had not aCtually 
been wrought for the confirmation of a true 
ODe-! or, how is it poffible, that fo many 
fpurious copies 1hould pafs upon the world, 
without fome genuine original from which 
they were drawn, whofe known exiftence 
and tried fuccefs might give an appearance 
of probability to the counterfeit? Now, of 
all the miracles of antiquity, there are none 
that can pretend to the charaCl:er of originals, 
but thofe of the Old and New Tefiament; 
which, though the oldefl: by far of all 
others now recorded in the world, have yet 
maintained their credit to this day, through 
the perpetual oppofition and fcrutiny of 
ages; whiHl: all the rival prodLlcrions of 
fraud and craft have long ago been [uccef
lively exploded, al1l1 funk into utter con
tempt. An event that cannot reafonably be 
afcribed to any other cau[e, but to the na~ 
tural force and effeCl of truth ; which, though 
defaced for a time by the wit, or deprefIed 
Py the power, of man, is fme ffill to 

• 

triumph 

, 
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triumph in the end over <.111 th~ faIfe mi. 
mickry of art, and the vain efforts of hu .. 
maI) p.olicy z," 

NQw to God the Father, &c. 

z "j)r, MJDD~ETON'S J..etter from Rome, Pref. Difcourfe, p. 8S. 

, 

S E R .. 
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GEN. iii. I 4, I 5. 

And the Lord God Jaid unto the ferpent, 
BecauJe thou hqft done this, thou art curJed 
above all cattle, and above every betfll of the 
field; upon thy belly )halt thou go, and dttft 
foalt thou eat all the days of thy life . 

.(1nd I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy feed and her fled: it 
jbal! bruiJe thy head, and thou Jbalt bruife 
his heel • 

• 

A V I N G already proved in a former 
pifcourfe, that the great Ruler of the 

world might, if he faw fit, counteraCl: or 
tllter the courfe of nature; and, that it was 
I . ' / 

. probable 

• 



• 
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probable he would accordingly do it, if the 
l1appinefs of his creatures ihould ever call for 
{uch alterations; ,it becomes our bufinefs 

, . 
!lOW to lllqUlre, 

Whether the circumftances of mankind 
were ever fuch, as to fiand in need of miracu
lOlls interpofitions r 

And if they were, 
Whether the miracles, recorded to have 

been done, were properly adapted ill thcir 
nature and kind, to' the necefiities and oc-. , . 

Cafi0ns. of [uch circmnfiances ? 
, If thefe two points can be ration all y 

eflablithed, the ufefulnefs and propriety of - . . 
the Scripture-miracles will appear in a con-

• 

fpicuous light. And, if the internal cha-
i.atl:ers of uiefulnefsand propriety may with 
jufrice be attribnted to them; we are thcn 
·.f\lrnifhed, not only with an additional pre
fumption in favour of their credibility, but 
with a fufficient anfwer to the pri~cipal ob
jections urged againfi it. Foi' moB: of the 

. . 
. objeCtions, which infidels have raifed againft 
. thefe miracles, are ultimately founded 011 

their [uppofed inutility, impropriety, or Ull-

rcakm-

• 
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teafonanlenefs. And all this unbelievers are 
pleafecl to fuppofe of them, beeaufe the}" 
~iew them ina detached light; in an uncon .. 
netted flate; and independent Of the oeca .. 
fiolls that gave rife to them. \Vhereas, if 
there' {ceptics were ferioufl y to examine the 
moral cireumfrances of Inankind, thtol!!gh 
the feveral periods of the world; they would 
find great and ftequent :neeeffities forifome 
figtlal it'lterp0fitions to be made on their be
l1alf, for the recovery, or the imptoverl.1ent, 

• 

'of their happinefs. A lld if they were duly 
. , 

to confider the liatui:e' aiid tendeiX:Y t)f th0fe 
·interpofitiOns, whith. ,:are faid to have bec1\ 

• 

made; tihey wotildfee tcaieh,at'ld' goo! 
reafon, toaamireN.ewifdom with which 
'they areadaptetHo·the 'eil~s prop-dfea: ami 
helke might hftply be ~fld'uted;t(H"*now~ 
ledge '·the: hand ·of.tfie·AlmigBty :ja:, tht!fl'i.; 
and ·ftbm. fhisatfKim\vleElgtimeM '~ht . .be 
farther ·'led· io: prafCe arid adere him with 
'htlltiMe gratihlde~ 'as,~eU fcir hi~'~lnraotdi. 
nary; lis for his -erdiriary' \'ifoilB. . . , 

. !Set 'ils ~ ~heref6re· c5fiatia . them· through 
there 'u:enes; ~nd try ·if ,\ve aim' cm~trlliute 

• 
• • 

• ant 

• 
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73 st R M 0 N tV. 
any thing to their conviCtion, by pointing 
out the intent and propriety of the feveral 
miracles, in the order they arife, and pre1ent 
themfelves to us~ 

In the beginning of the world, there feerns 
• 

to have been no occaGon for any miracles; 
and therefore we read of none. For, as man 
was created in a fiate of uprightnefs, purity 
and innocence; he had nothing elfe to do 

. • to fecure his happinefs and the divine favour, 
hut to perferve himfelf in that frate, oy 
"walking uprightly with his God." The 
circumfrances of this condition, at this time, 
required only a proper rule of life, to direCt 
him to fuch things as were perfeCl:ly agree. 
able to the divine will, and confequently be
~leficial to himfe1f; and to guard him from 
the contrary, or things that were hurtful. 
~nd fuch a'cule, we· find, he had. For, as 
he beldfrequent and familiar communication 
.with the Deity; had probably the Shechinah, 
the.fyqtbol of the divine prefence, continu
ally before his eyes, to which he might re· 

.fort on,every occaGon a; fo he received from 
• WINDU.'S Hill. QfKnowl.Tol. I. ch. iii. § 2. TAYLOJ;t'& 

Sch. of Script. Divinity, ch. xiv. 
thence, 

• , .. , 
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thence,as from a" lively oracle," aju!l: and 
fufficient information of things; and was ac
cordingly direB:ed either to the u[e or for
bearance of them h. As long as he con
tinued to follow this direB:ion, fo long he 
continued in a happy fiate. Upon this plan, 
he could know llO evil; for God would di
reB: him to that which was good and to 
that only: and he was always at hand, ready 
to give him the needful direCtions. 

During this period then, whil!l: man 
obeyed the commands of God, and aCted 
fuitably to the end of his creation; nothing 
more feems to have been neceffary to main
tain the welf.1re and happinefs of the world, 
(nor does any thing more feem indeed to have 
been done for that purpofe) than to preferve 
the whole in its original ftate; and to con
duB: it onwards according to its' natural, 
e!l:ablithed courfe. . 

How long this happy period la!l:ed. we 
, 

know not: nor is it indeed material we 
thould. But this we are fure of, that a vaft 

b Gen. i.%8-30. Ibid. ii. 16; 17. Ibid. 23,,24, compo with 
M:tt. xix. 5. Mar. x. 7. 1 Cor. vi. 16 • 

and 
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• 

arid momentous change was, in procefs of 
• • I . •. 

time, . fuperinduced on .the world by the 
. ' - -

trallfgrdlion of ourfirfr ·parents: and this 
· . . , . 

chapge,. in the nature and wufiitution of 
· .. . . - . . -

thil1gs,. oGcafioned a$ great and ftupendous a 
cha~ge i~l the mode of divine govewment. 
'. .' . .. ) , , .' . 

Jt was introduced tllUS Satan, moved per4 

hap~ ~it~ envy at th~ h'lppil~efs of (mf pro

genitor:s .in· paradife, ".took· occafIon from 
the ·co~~~ldmen.t··· YEA, HATH GOD 

, . . '.' -

~AlD,.&C, c to " deceiv.e them; and .thereby 
... ~'" " ,. . 

·flew them d:" that is-, robbed them ef their-
, , , . · .. 

innocence; and brought them toaftate flf 
, 

mifery and death.. . 
. : Such was the tranfatbion in general: but 
it makes t00. confiderable a part of our fub. 

• • • • 

je~ \ to. be difinifled in fuch general terms; 
.and therefore we ihall defcend to particulars. 

• • 

To effea his. defign,then, . the reducer af. 
o • •• • •• •• ' 

fumed the body of a ferpent e a ct;eature of 
· " 

. . . .great 
.. Ge .•. · . n. 111. I. · ' ... ~ . 
d Rom. vii. II. 

• 

. , . . 

· . ". That the fetpennvas the vifilile inllrumeritof fMuc1ion ill 
,eyident; l!lld yet, that the tempter wal more than a ferpenr, 

even 

• • 
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, . . 

great fllbtIlty; and at that tllne of a noble 
fOfm-;' filr fi.lpetior to that ... vhich he bears at 
prefcnt. 'Ibis, how little foever we' may; 
have attended to it, the Scripture has been 
canifu! to apprize us of: for in the account 
befote' us, he is twice reckoned, and ex-' 

, 

prHl irecko-ned amOl~g the btaJls f, in plain 
cOhtt1adhr'tlRlidn to reptiles. And Ilis fagacity, 

, ' 

recorded as'vtll kno,n1 to ruin;; feerns alfo 
, 

, " 
\ .,. . . 

even a reafo""blc; but wiGktd Being, is no Icfs evident. Herein 
• • • • 

all at;tigllit}' leems to have been ~greed: and leveral traces Of' 
this aceo!!n! are'Hill to be (een in profane authors. To the in
ftances which Bilhop S~ Il,L INGfHET h~s pr6gu~ed ill his Orig • 

• 8./(1". b. iii. ch. iii. ~ Ii, J 8. many others might ealil)" be ad-

ded-Wnat is ,11'arimair, the name of the ~vil d.t:7iOl1 among the 

Pe1ianI, but O)'i)JM Birbarl!m, the Jubiile Ollf, mentioned in' 
this hiilory. i or,' to ewfs 11 mere ti,llIy" W,hat;is '~'I~'f,f,~" or, 
'~"f4a,,~ of the Grfeks, bpt the rvnj .ony Harlil1l Na
rb~Jh, 'the/I!blile fer/Jell! of ~Ios£s? A;ld ,i'h'ence'came the a~-, 
count, fo fr~quent in heathen ~uthors, ot their beroN, the friendil 
and proteEtors of mankinu, ,being bit by J~rpenl', and generally 
in Ire h,d" hut from the clofe of thi; hifiqry. :tS ~pp[i~dto the 

- , 

M1Jial; ?-PHILO J'ld,t;II! feems to me to h,avc been the fir!! au-.... ~ .. ', ... , ..... 
thor tbat ever thnughr of reducing this.hift6ry to an allegory or' 
parable. The various opinions of Jcli'o' and <:hri\liaus 01) thi~, 

fubjec1: may be feen together in RIVINI Diff~rt. de Ser.?~nte S~. 

duClore. Lipfi.e, 1686., .. " ' 
f Gen. iii. I and 14' ' . 

VOL. I. G to 

, 

, 
" 

• 
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to imply, that he was,· familiar with man ~ 
and therefore a fitter initrument ~f decep
tion t. 

The fWle lies near the forbidden tree;. of 
whofe fruit, it is evident, from the t€nour of , 

, 

the narration, the womaFi faw th~ ferpent : 
, 

eat: and to 'flis eating of it (affured as ilie: I 

was of its being the tree of knowledge) file 
attributed thofe perfections of fpee!;;h an~ 
reafon, with which {he perceived him to be 
IlOW end0wed: and therefore, was not fur .. 
pri1ed. Un<ler the advantage of this notiol1 
he af!;mlts the woman, and invitelt her. ta 
eat likewife: but {he rehlfed, it (eern's~ even 
to touch it. U pOll this refufa.l' the ferpent 
illfults her with the following quefiioll; 
What, you refufe then to eat of this tree, 

• 

becaufe God hath L'lid t ye fhall not eat of 
e~'ery tree of the garden h?" obliqu~ly inf)-

• 

J')uatmg, that God was not fo graciol!s and 
• • 

. beneficent as they might think him; fince 
he had with-held fm:h, excellent ;md fuper-

• 
" • • 

• 

g i\l£o£1s Works, b. i. die. XL. p. ~%4' 
~ G '" cn. 111. I. 

.. 7 , lative 

, 
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htive fruit from them i. To this the WO~ 
man, vindicating the benevolence and good ... 
nefs of God, anfwers "We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees of the garden: but of the 
fruit of the tree which is in the midft of the 
garden, God hath (aid, Ye G1aH not eat of 
it, neither fhall ye touch it, left ye die k." 

This apprehenGon of death the Jerpellt; or 
rather the tempter through the (erpent, treat$ 
as an idle and weak notion; and accordingly 
faid UtIto the woman, "ye fhall not finely 
die I." , You may be certain from what you 

• fee in me, who have eaten of it, not to my 
• 

: lIurt, but much to my advantage, that death 
I is not the cOllfequence; and therefore cannot , 
I be the true teMon, why you are forbidden ·it. 

If yow are at a 10fs to underftand, why God, 
, whe~ the tree is notdeftruCtive, thouldyet for~ 
I hid you to eatofit ~ I will be (0 far your friend, 
i as to acquaint Y6U with the realfecret· -And 

• • 

it is this: God would keep you in (ybjeetion. 
to rumfelf; and therefore with-holds it from 

• 

., . . ~ 

j . i Vi~ tirg.k·'Gen. iii. 4' • . , .. 
~ , 
" • 

• , 

k Ge ... n. Itl. I, 3-
) lb. +. • 

• • z vou " ., 
• ., 
• 

• .. 
• 

-0· ,. 
• 
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you; " becaufe he knows, that ill the day 
ye eat thereof, you '\vilL become your own 
mafl:ers: then. your eyes will be opened, 
and ye filall be as gods, knowing .good and 
e.vil m." .' Here indeed the woman ought in . 
duty to have. conflllted God; but the argu. 
lnent, . you In'ly obferve,. was fo art£.u1lJ 
framed, as,efr'Caually to pt:event her apply
ing. to him: for file could never think of . 

, 

cOl~{ultillg a Being, whom {he fufpetl:ed of: 
. , 

iI!ipofing upon her n. She was confequently i 

left to the wo~kiogs of .her own mind; and i 

t~, determine, the point by, her own judgment. ! 

And the refule: was, as we. might naturally : 
, 

expetl:, that; "when the'. woman: faw;" ! 
,. 

from theJeq>ent' s experiment, " that the. tree' : 
,~·g09d fqrfood ;'~alld froin,herown. o~.:.i 
fervatio~', " that it waspte.afanf to. thee.y.es; 
and;" :from ~heJame' {erpenfs:a.ccount, J'~' tHat. 
itwas·a.tree to be defired,to make:o.ae wife:;' , , . 
file took .of . the· fruit therleof,'j ·and> didj:at'.o'~ ~ , . , 

. '" rr ...... '. "-", .• ,..... ".<, ""''''-''r,'!''' r·' ...... ,.oj • • r-' ! .. " 
·~·Gcn;·llt. 5.~ ...... ~ ..... l. .... ~ .... , ..... 1 .... , .'I.II.,::~.{ .. ,. 

, 
• See Abp. KING'~ Sennon on the f',ul of moll, at;~hc.~l1sl of 

II Origin of Evil." LAW'S Editiori~" .:. i . r.'~n~,.; ... ~~':~ ,l :"): J : 

6 
. ", .. ,." ... • G \'" " .J "Ii , ..... J" • en. 11. • • 

. ~"J ,~3 •• 
t' - . 
" ~~ ,.j. • 

~ 

• 

" , , . . ~ 
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Thus fell Eve, beguiled by the ferpent. 
Adam, it {bonld {eem, fell in another man
ner. For in the apology, which he after
wards makes to God, he llfes thefe words, 
" the womall whom thou gaveft to be with 
me, ihe g41ve me of the tree, and I did eat p :" 

: plainly, 1 think, intimating, that the {hong 
[ affeCtion, which Godhad planted in his brea!t 

" . 
, towards her; and firengthened by the com;; 

, . 
mand, that "he thould cleave unto her q ;" 

, 

had prompted and difpofed him " to obey 
• her voice r," and to thare her t1te. " 

And what is there now in this account of 
, the fall, that is either abfurd, irrational, or 

, 

, incredible? Are not the wifef.1: of the fans of 
Eve, and thofe more efpecially who laugh 

• 

the loudeft at this fiory, continually deceived 
by the like methods? And is riot their di{o
bedience an exact copy of the firf.1: un? But, 
we are not fo much concerned to' bring ex
amples to explain the manner, as we are to 

, Gen. iii. 1%. 

: ~ Gen. ii. l4 • 
. ' ; Gen. iii. 17, 

confider 
, 
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confider the effeCt and confequence, of this 
firft tranfgrefiion. 
· And here we fee at one difmal view the 

• 

• 

whole world defaced ',and man, the lord of , . , 

fhe world, entirely ruined, by it. His title 
to the favour of God b~came extinCt with his 

, 

ipnocenc,e; and the fame aCt. that loft him:' 
, 

, his happinefs, expo[ed him to the 'penalty of , 
mifery. III this ftate of accumulated dit: : 
trefs_ : "defpoiled of his innocence, perfeltioll' 
nnd felicity; and fubjetled to all the mife. " 

, 

ries of mortality, . where, or to whom, could i 
h~ look for relief? He had 110 help in, him- : 
felf: and the majefty of God was no longer 

, 

an object of comfort, bllt, on the contrary, i 
: 

of djfmay and of terrour to him t, Having i 
no delight. po confidence' in God, there: 
• 

could be ~~ place for religion, And if reo :. 
Jigion once failed:amidft all the miferies that i · .". , 
crowded' upon him; his llext willi mufi' 
~Grta\nly be, thf\t life might fail him alfo. 

Hellce then it appears, that our difireficd 
progenitor mufi inevitably fink, \lnlefs flIP' 

• Gen. iii. 17. la, 
lIpid, lO. 

ported 

, 
, 
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lPorted by [on:e rational hope: by the hope 
Df recovering, at Ie aft in part, what hehad 
10ft by his tranfgreHion. But this hope 
.could be given him only by that Being 

· againR whom he had tranfgrefi(~d. And 
i therefore if God had mercy in 1tore; if· he . 

intended to preferve and relieve the offender;_ 
• 

: it was abfoh.'ltely neceffilfY, that he ihould 
: reveal fo much of his intention' to him; as: 
• 

; might be fufficient to animate him with. the 
, hope of reC-Ol1ciliation, and excite his endea-
• 

: yours to better obedience. F.or, Gtherwife~ 
.' 

;: he would have conciudeJ, that God had fe· 
i 
; jeCl:ed him; and, in :collfequence thereof, 
1 

,~ woald have either 'iangaiilied in a fruitlefs 
., 

• • 

inactivity, or eife hav·e proceeded (which 
is the moll: likeiy) with the fame 'defpera
tion as the fallen angels . 

Now, the prcmife then made, that "the 
feed of the woman {bould bruife the ferpent's 

• 

head u "was made direCtly with this intent; 
and manifefrly conveyed ['\Jell hopes to him. 
For, if we confider the genius of the Hebre·w 
~al1guage, the circumfrances of man's fitua-

u Gen. iii. IS. 

G.f. 
• 

!lon 

• 

'0. 
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• 

ti911 3t that ·time,- and the inlhument by 
wh\¢h the t(lmpter wqrked his feduC1:ion, mi
{~ty;.~nd ruin; we fhall: Coon be convince_d~ 

that hi;; l"efioration·alld n;c()yery could hardly 
be AApr~Hed (preferving the I-eference to the. 

d 

manQ,er;of his f~!l) iq P10r~ Uve1y and t;:orn..,· 
Vftll1enfive term$. . . . ': . ( ': .. 
: NQ!-". Goulq :Ad,am faiL of..dr~\'Vin.g. thii. 

• 

m.~aning from,~l1f3m. Hti R:11\,!w full weU, at 
th(~ jUll~ure" that his fall-was the vi{lory of: 
the. ferpent; who!p he pad· now qifcQvered, 

, 

by:his own experie;nce, to be an eqemy to 
God; and man,', From this ~jfco\'elc'y he. 
might be led. to conclu~e, that the [erpent 
was not the ,reill agent; bu~ fQIUe evil fpirit, 
which had taken poRemon of the ferpellt'" 

pvdy: AUQ in thi.s c.onclufiol1 he muB: needs 
be confirmed by the fentence be heard dc~ 
llounced againfthim. For it was direCted to 

• 

w-) intelligent and free agent.;, to one ~ho 
had commltted a crime, which a brute crea~ 
ture was not capable of committing ; and 
had incurred a puniihment; which a mere 
paffive inftrument could not incur. Hence 
then he could pot but infer, that the true 

• 

• object 

• 

• 
I 

• , 
• 
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objeCt of the divine vengeance was the evil 
fpirit.. \vhich had committed the offence x.' 

And as Coon as ever he compreheudedthis, 
it \vas an eafy matter to deduce the reft. The 

, 

head was another word for power'; and (0 

ufed in his own language: .. and therefore he 
could no~ but underfl:and; that to "hruift 

, 

the head of the ferpent," was to diJlroJ the 
power of that evil fpirit, which had ~Cluated 
the organs of this creature, to his fedu8:ion 

. . 
and mifery. Hereupon his hopes would na-
turally revive. For the de£l:ruClion of the 
power of. his adverfary, evidently implied a . 
deliverance from thofe evils, which' that 

• • 

power had brought him .under: and by con-
• 

fequence, a recovery 'of thofe b!effing5. which 
he had ,forfeited by the fall. And this was 
'a [ufficient foundation (which was all that 
the ncceffify of his cafe required) for truil: 
and cpllfidence in God; and a fufficient en-

• 

couragement to the exercife of religion, and 
• 

to a ftedfaft obedience for the time to come. 
I fay, " ftedfaft obedience:" becaufe he mufr 
'pe fenfible, that the happinefs loft by lin, 

• Re\'el. exam. with Candour, vol. I. Ditr. v. p. 59. &c. 

could 
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. . '-

could only be recovered by the return of 
righteouGlefs. 

But, n'oiwith{bnding this promife; or ra· 
, 

ther prophecy, was fo full and exprefs; yet 
our anxious progenitor (efpecially \vhen he 
found that it was to take place in one of his 

.' .- . . 
pojerjiy) might {tand in nee'd, and in great 
need, o(fome fign .or miracle to airure him 

, , 

of its completion; and to comfort him with 
the thoughts, that it carried a refd'wee alfo 
to himfdf. 'vVe have in Scripture frequent 
infiancesof faithfid men requiring, fome mi
raculous figns by way of fecurity for the ac
compIifhinent of divine promifes; arid W~ 

, , 

have as' frequent inftances of God's indul-
" gence to their wealmefs in granting them 

, . 

fuch Ggnsi'. And would not the fame foli-
, ' 

citude, the fame anxious infirmity, that 
prompted thefe men to make fuch requefis, 
in later and more experienced times, about , 
things at 110 great diftallce; prompt our fiill 
parent, with frill greater force, to make the 
like requefr on this fill pr,Olnife! A promife, 

. ' 

Y See Gen. xv.8--xxh'. (4' Ex. iii. I I, u. Judg. vi. 17. 

~7' z,Kings xx. 8-11. .. ., 

which, 
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which, pollibly, he might never live to fee 
accompliihed. 

In all this there appears to be nothing, 
hut what is extremely natural; ,-mlefs you 
would rather {uppof~, that God was fo 
gracious as to anticipate his willies. But, 
whether requefied or fpontaneoufly offered; 

• 

here is, as it feems necetfary there ihould 
be, a very fignal miracle performed; and 
moft admirably adjufied to the tenour of the 
prophecy. God had f.1id, that" the feed of 
the woman ihould bruife tJ1e ferpeni's head." 
In proof of what he had faid, he now de
voted the ferpent to defiruction; firipped 
him of all his pride and pre-eminence of 
form; and degraded him to the abjeCt: frate 
of a reptile. This miraculous infliCt:ion 
plainly pointed out to what the promife 
tended; and exhibited a kil14 of vifible fe. 
curity for the accompliihment of the hopes 
it imparted. For when Adam. on that pro- . 

• 

mife of viCl:ory over the ierpent, beheld him 
thus infiantly humbled and debafed; would 
he not readily admit this prefent, initial de. 
gradation of his enemy, as a fignificant pre-

. lude 
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• 

Jude'to WQuld he not. naturally eiteem it, 
. .' 

as a comfortable pledge of, his future and 
~na~ov~rthto;w? An9,mufi he not Joyfully . , ' 

~Qllc1ude,· that the :vittue of the prophecy 
w.as;intellded to reachandbenefithimfelf, 
~h~h h~Jaw' it ·thus hegilluing to operate; 
~ [oon ·a~ it was communicated to him? 
';['.f\lly, one:would be apt to think, that he 

• 

, broke out· into the like grateful acclamation 
anhis ,fight, . as Simeon uttered at the fight 
~f 'Chrilb ,~, :Lord, now lettefr thou thy 

, fervallt tlepartin peace. for mine eyes have 
feen thy faliv'ation z;u 

; Tbis. promife then, continned and illuf· 
~rated by ,its attendant miracle, was excel .. 
le~tly a9a'pted to the wants and necemties of 

• 

fallen -man; and communic'ated to him fueh 
h6pes of falvation, as might encourage him 
to e1er<;ifea reafonable .religion. But here 
jt is to be obferved, that the religion, of a 

, 

, jnllermuit~~:very different from that of an . 
infldctnt m~n., And therefore we 'find, that 
~here was now'a change, and a remar.kable 
change, made in the form of Adam's~devo-

, 

" , 
tlOn 

• •• • 
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tiol1 and woriliip, fuited to the change which 
had happened in his circumfiances':' or; in' 
other '(vOI'ds, that there was a new' iilftitu..; 

, , , 

tion of religion efiabliihed. And this lle\V 
, ' 

infiitution it concerns tiS particularly to look 
into; becaufe it lies at the root,; and runS. 
through '<tllthe bra~1ches, of the divinereco~' 
llomy ;' through all-the difpenf.'ltioilS of re~ 
ligion ftonl that to' the' prefent time. :" 

, ' , 

, It' is dear from the \"'ords of the prophecy, 
that· :fin :tvas not to be freely forgiven; but 

. .' - . 
requited an' atonement.to be made' for' it:' 

. .. '. 
thanhe ferpent' could, not be·conq'uered; 'nor 

- ,. . 
the tnifchiefs of the· fall repaired,' 'but bi 
•• • '. I • 

" the fufferings of the' \VOItlan's Creed) , .f' 'by 
, , . 

having; ,,' his heel·bruifed. "'Wli'itt 'thi~' 
• • • • 

phrafe' of '~bruiting the heel" inight pre'" , ., 

cifely:meani we have not at preferititiffiCient 
'inftances iri the Hebrew language t-o' aft'er:.: 

• I ' • .' 

taiti. ' Hl a kindred liulguage howdver; that 
is~ . th~ ''Aftibic; tl1e root',' trozri.: \~Henc~ tl~& 
wo' i'd dlJ;'V; vii 'he~l;·; is' deriv'ea;··rig' nifies' "T' ., , 

am"ng otl~er thihgs-,' to::~" fuffer{6d1'n .' .,j 

and affo, to "die," or .c fuffer .death .~" 
... 

"""ri',J 

, • Vide C."TlLL. Lexie. Hept. in radice.:lpli.'" -
". , . And 
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And if Adam underftood it in this fenfe; or 

• • 

if God now declared to him (what was after .. 
wards well known,to his pofierity) that" with
out iliedding of blood there was no' r~mif .. 
non b;" then we fee plainly the ufe and pro
priety of that inftitution, I mean animal Ja
crffice, which We find eftabliilied at this time. 
For if" Jefus Chrift, ." moft emphati
cally "the feed of the woman· . " was, in 
the divine determination, "the lamb flain 
from the foundation of the world c ;"- what 
could more aptly typify his death, than the 
oblation of. an innocent animal? And when . . 

we read, that God doathed our firft parents 
with the frins of thefe facrificed animals, 
wqat are we to infer? that he meant only to 
proteCt their bodies from the inclemency of 

• 

the weather? It feems far from being. tho 
whole of the cafe. The aCt is capable of a 
higher meaning ; and may alfo r<:fer to the 
fecurity of their fouls. For in, how figni~-: 
cant, though emblematical, a manner, 'was 
it adapted to reprefent to them that this 9f. 

• 

b Heb. ix. 22. 

• R-r. xiii. 8. 
, .' 

, • , . 
• • 

.. . . 

, 
• 

• • 
• ''>. • 

" ... 
. .' I • 

fpcrifitt 



, 
, 

• 

, 

S E R M 0 N IV. 9S 
jacrijice was the only method, by which 
their I' tranfgreffion would be forgiven, and 
their fin be covered d?" 

If you admit tQis interpretation, it plainly 
Olews, that facrifice, animal facrifice, was a, 

kind of Jacrament; which .. at the fame time 
that it fet forth the demerit of fin, ·carried·in 
it a pledge of pardon a!ld forgivenefs, through 
faith in the promifed Redeemer: and with. 
out which faith it was of 110 avail; as may 
eafily be deduced from the acoount we have 
of the facrifices of Cain and Abel. 

But Faith was not the only c01~dition of 
i acceptance: Obedieoce wa& alfo required .at 
• 

~heir hands. For here it is evident, that as 
our nra parents were received into a new co .. 
venant, fo were they placed again ill a new 
ftate of trial; and endowed with ftrengta 
for farther fervices. What thefe fervices 
were to be, we may readily infer from :the 
declaration of God in, the text: . " .I will put 
enmitybetweell thee and the woman; and 
between, thy feed an,d her feed ".". NQw,~p:-

• Pfal. x.u:ii. I. See Hammond ill lac • 
• 

e Gen. iii. 1) • 
, . • mltY 

• 
• 



• 

. S;E It M 0 N tV. 
roityi'tnplies-ah owofttion of will; Inc1ihati~t'J.; 

• 

and intereft. . And' therefore, enmity to· the 
evil being muil: infer a 10~~ alid fidelity to the. 
gool 6ne:r• 'The words then are fairly ca
pable' of this meaning that, as: the gta~d 
apofratef-Would eOlltibu~Hy endeavour to fe
dud: thein· :and their poftei'ity to fin f fo ie 

• • 

wadMir:duty continually to' endeavol1r~ on' 
the' oth'el' hand; to 'repel· his terrlp~ations_ 

2nd' keep i themfelves . ftedfaft in virtue; a~ 
, . 

the oilly:way of beednling at'laft fit objects 
of farther' mercy. . Ali ·enmity· 'al'ldvi8:ory 
iretebo~fi predicted:· and, as they knew, to 
tl1eii- wQe, i that the tempter's fidl: cOllqueft 
Oyer: t1.1Cm,:~ 'toafifted in his making ,them 
fulfuY,iilba 'expofing ~l1em to God's: di;{~le·a .. 
litrc;,;foi it:'tilufi ne¢ds< appear; that their 
tOCipr0cilh:anqu~fttover him, muft be· again 
ofia::fimilar> miture: that itmllff conti!; 
i-n: betemi~ righteous and good -: .hll1:iain
ia1lliug" [uch an ul'li~mn' prattiOO'.!~f:.~eli;' . . ~ . . 
g'lon; ~nd~',viuue, ·aa!:might finally teftore 
them ,:t6 the divined'a.vour,andl : theip ori-

• . ., ... ....... ... , . 
• 

• • •• 

I Re't;etam.lbid: p. 62. ".'.' :. .... . , .. 
~(,~ ·'·1 gma 

• 

, . r. · , 
! .. ~ · , , , " , 

• • 
• • 

• 
• • 

• 

, 
• 

• 
• 

• 
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• , , 
• • , 
• • , 
i 
• 

I 
! 
, , 
, 

• 



... 

S E R M 0 N . IV; t)7 

ginal- tranquillity o~: mind. . Alld what eHe 
could they conclude ftom. their j:eprieve 1 
from the time that was allowed. them after 
their [euteuce 1· but only, that it was to 
be a time of probation and difcipline; in 
which, though they might fuffer many 
things for a puniiliment of their fin j 

they might yet exhibit daily proofs of 
their fidelity in the war againfi. " the feed 
of the [erpent;" and of their eameO: 
concern to be reconciled to. God by a . 
fieatly -:pbfervance of his will and com~ 

mands. 
But to [upport them under the difficul~ 

ties of.this warfare, and to keep them O:eady 
in this virtuous {ervice, they had great 
need of (ome E,!c(;ttragemeJlts. This 1 ife af4 
forded them but a melancholy profped: 
For here they were irrecoverably doomed 
to labour, {orrow, pain, and death. They 
muO:therefore look to another fiate; of 
which the very ·delay of their {entence 

• 

gave them no mean, no flight intimation. 
For {urely they could never imagine, that 

VOl,. 1. H they 

, 

• 



• 

9g' S It RM o~r tv. 
they were fpared mereiy to lilldergo there, , 
troubles; to cont'end wi'rh difeafes; to fight ! 
a tedious war w~h rhei'r enemy ~ to' raife i 
up children to focceedtllCln in the fallle 
train of forrows;: and the!l ilni itiro dua 
a]ld obIivion.. No., Theif fairer hopes, rile
thinks~ nnght be, efpcCiaUy when they-knew y 

that the \yar was a~ fafli fo termnlatc in a; 

viClory; that rhey fhould' reap fOOle fruits, 
fame advimtages froIn' it:: And 6n<:e thefe 
fruits :ma' adva'l1t:lges· were not to be ob# 

. . - . 
rained here,rhatuhey were referved in 

• 

ftore to reward their pnrience amI fidelity 
hereafter g... , . 

. And in th¢fe hopes rhey in'rght be farther 
con6rmed by the wo\:d's' of the fentence 

• 

pronoul'Ictd' llpOll them. For the fentence 
adju~ge(l' tha~ !part of them ~mly' to deatht 

,i. c; to dtfft ~ diifolGtio111 which Bad becl'l' 
'formed out ofuw dU'ft. But that part 

. ," - . 
. was the body; . and therefore the' four, as an ' 
.jmmaterial~ liVing principle, was not af
fected by it,. but might frill remain, and 

. .. ... t r r • ,... ' 

I WU,.DEI\', H, of. Kil. vol, 1. ch, ii, § :t. 
, 

• 

• , . ,. 
t(i)lltlSl1~ 
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continue to exifr ill a feparate frate, after· . . , 
the felltcllcc ha,i"hken iJticeh, . III "this [e.: 

patat'~: ft~t~ 'then~ du~ fid1: parent3 might ra
tionally 'expeCt; if they per[~\Teted 'in the 
"vays of rightecmfne[s,' to enjoy at length 
{ciIlle comfortable bleffillg-s;' fome 'oftho[e ., . 

valuable bletIings tliey' had 16ft: to el1joY' 
fonie ~ part 'of their:paradifaitaf' ha'11piuefs; 
of rhat'calm1 {erene,' alid "fpititual happi,;; 
nefs, which they had formerly 'expetiented, 
when they {toad 'parhlkets b(the divine 

- ; ,. . . 
favour, 'alld "were 'approved oy their' oWli 

. , 

'oi&iences. ." . ., .. 

This expeCtation, then, of fuch great re-
, ." r 

ward in a futund1:ate, ",vas 'encouragement 
, , 

{ufficietlt' to 'keep' them fready in" the lHli-. " 

form praCtice of virfue ahd religion.' And . , 

upon 'the nreilgih Of this encouragement, 
\ , , . , 

h What Adam's no~ion of a future flate might reaHy be, 
I\'C know not:· but to that part of the fcntcl1q: paifclllpOll 
him:":':" Dull: thou nrt,"and' 'unto dull: :(halt' tholl retarn--·" 

, 

the Targllms fubjoin there remarkable worJs:' Att:llllCll ex 
pull'ere,fufcitandus cs, ut ,reddas jlldicium et rationctn omniu;n 

, 

qlla: Iccerii, in die judicii 1113::;ni. Vide in Gen. iii. l~ • 
• • • 

Hz lome 

• 
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fome of their pofrerity afterward5 advanced: ' 
, to an eminent degree of piety and holinefs. 

They oppofed the immoralities of the an- i. 
tediluvian times; bore the fcoffs and C011- ;:t 

, , 
, '" .'J 

tradiClion ,of finners; withfrood the temp- t.~ 
, .r. 

tations and allurements of the world; and kr , '. 
finiihed a painful, exemplary courfe, in hopes i'j 
of a blefied immortality. For they that n 
could a8: in fuch manner, and give up the I'; 
comforts of the prefent life, plainly declare, r( 
that they fought a better and nobler inheri- ~ 
tance--" even an inheritance eternal in the '; 

' . .. , 
bea vens-."· F; 

.' 
Allow thi~ reafoning' to be jufr; and it ., 

, 

evidently appears, thar the true religion ,. { 

been always the fame from the fo!! of! 
Adam; fubfifring ever on the fame princi- I 
pIes of faith, and leading men OIl to a vir
tuous obedience, in hopes of attaIning eternal! 
happinefs· 

And hence again we may,' finally, per
ceive" ho;v nearly an infidel came once to 
the truth, in the title of a book, which he 

profei: 

• 
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profefiedly wrote againfr it. For it is ob
,violls, I pre[ume, from what has been L1id, 
that "Chrifrianity is" almofr "as old as 
h ." .t e creatIOn. 

Now to God, &c. Amen.. 

H3 
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JUDE, ver. '14, 15. 
, 

v. 
" 

Alld Enoch £lifo, :theJeventh from !ldnm, pro
pheJied of theft!, foying.; "Behold the Lim! 
cometh with ten thmf/nndsof his Jaints, 't() 

c.t'ecttle j~dgemerit upon al4 and to convince 
.till tbtlt are ungodly among the.m, of all their 
ungodly deeds, which they, have ungod" 
cotn11!ittcd,mld of all their ha~d fpeeches 
.tzvhich ungr;dIy jinners. hJlv£ Jpoken agaivfl 
him:' ' 

E have feel1 our firfr parents~ after 
';') '; ,th~ir fall, iidmifthd I into a neW,C0-
,venant'; 'eltab1ilhed 6ii aTpecial prdmlfe, alid 

, . , 

, ,c;nfirmed.by fignificant 'rites. . Thefe rites, 
performed at ftated times in the place ap
lPfopriated to the purpofe; .that is, OLl every, 

H 4- fabb.tth 

• 
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- • • • , .. 
• 

I • :' , .-. " , 
fabbath before the Jhechinah i; were excel.",' 
lel;tly adapted to preferve in their minds a ;' 

, 

due fenfe of the mercies of that covenant; ;; , 

and to render them attentive to the terms ;', 
,_ . ", r 

I , 

and conditions, on which they were to en- L , , 
joy the benefits of it~ Nor is there any room 1,J 

I " 
~, to doubt, but that our fidl: parents were care~ , 

flll to comply with thefe terms; and to tef., f 
t 

tify their gratitude for what God had done, f' 
'by theidleady performance of whathe fe
'quired k.' , ' ... 

. ..' 
" It-was not long, hmvever~ before they ob-
feryed, the' pernicious eff"etl:s of their great 
offence, in the. contrary behaviour oEfome 
" , 

'of their' 'children. H'Sin Ilowbegan to 
;. reig'i1 in their mortal bodies; and they obeyed 
, , 

" it irfthe'!ufrs thereof!.'; For Cain and his 
defcendants, following the propeilfities of 
their ~orrup~ inclinations,. fell away l regard-

"",,-, ' 

kfs of their" duty, in~o 'all the abominations . . .' 

C?f vice ~nd iminorality: ". every generation, 
. " . .' . . , ,. '. . 

" . 
. ! WIIWtR's H.?f Knowledge, vol. I. ch. ii. § I. TAYLOR'~ , ,. . 
6ch. ofSer. Div, ch. xiv, &c .. 

k Vide R. Er:;'EZ:E~ Pirke.: c; xx. ,. 
• " 

. - 1 IZorn. vir 12: :" 
. . , , 

'.. . 
'" . , -

• 

one , . 

, 
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one ~fter another, not only imitating, but 
even' . fu'rpaffing, the wickednefs of the 

• 

former m." .. 

In procefs of time, the po!l:erity of Seth, 
making alliances with the defcendants of 

• 

Cain, became infeCted with the fame COll-

tagion; and at length degenerated [0 far, that 
all fenfe of the true religion was entirely loft 
and extinguiilied among them. 

Thus both the branches of Adam's 
family, the whole antediluvian race (a few 
only excepted) feli away from their alle
giance to God; from the wor01ip and fervice 
they were bound to pay him; and funk, as 
will hereafter appear, into gro[s idolatry, 
fuperfiition, and magic; and into a general 
licentioufilefs, and depravation of manners. 
For at this period, . we are told, that" the 
wickednds of man was great in the earth; 

. and that every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually n," 

, . 

l"' JOSEPH. Antiq. Jud. lib. I. c. ii. § 2. EUTYCH. Annal. 
p. 2 \". 

I. Gen. "i. :15. 

Having 

• 
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jI{aviiJg., taken, this . ge!1er.~l "vjcw ) pf, t~e 

:iinange corruptiOll :ofthe :;tntedi~uvi~Ul ~?G~ i . , 

~et l~S now leak back, furvey in a ~nQ~eJ~~~-
ticular mantler, the: fqulJ~\I.f(;e, fr9tn ,wl}e,llce 

;~t fpoong, .and th~l tlil~e ~t:thr~,-,gh \heJ~
..veraLgradatio.ns .. by which, it,.n*';1.I1diI!
. <:.rct;~d "in;t11e );world. ;f<;>r, .. ~h~fe I ~~il~gS 

: ,bei~g, knCiwn, we ·{hilll btl,~t:er,A4l~ .to .di.[.. 
cover the prQP.riety, rellfqna~IYi)~fs, I ~ud ~x-

( pediehcy,.of, thofe .~xtr,aQrqina,ry methods, 
•. which 'P(Ovidet~e., TlJ.;J.de"llfc .. , of,. time aftcr 

, , ' . 

• ti111C, dO check i.ts. gr.pw.th ,:md jf;etard )ts 
,.pr.()gref~ • 

. It:is~abunc\ant.ly e(v~~ent frCf1.'ll; t,hy,~cri~t~,re.,. 
• @Gcount, thatCajnw'a;Si~qr1y jnf¢t~, ~vjth " all 
.~ e~ii·heart Qf:u!ubeliefo:~ a,t1!ithexefore it is llQ 

. .'. - . . ~ 

,c wonder, . thathe1ho,u,ld {oon ~, depar~ f~<;>f11 

'ithe' living, :God:'· The)irit.aClof ~o,r.illip 

; J1e"pel'formeci,. was .. p~rf~m.e4. in hYRRCr.ify~ 
• 

,~which muft renqer,it of,~9Ulfe,deteftflQle.to 
him, 'I. \v.ho .. pondere.th. the,. l}eart, apd. r:e-

• • 

. 'juireth truth in the inward parts P," And ac-. , 
. cordingly we read, ,that .'~ .the Lord had 

o lIeb. iii. I j., • , . . 
y, 1'£ xli. 6. 

7 :refpeCl 

· ; ": ' , . , .. ~ , 
• • 

I .~ 
• • 
• , 
• • • • 

• , 
• 

, . 
• , 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• • , . , 
• , . .. 
.-, 
I , 
, 
• 

, 
, 
I' , 

I 
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'ierpeCt'urito Abel, and to his ofl:ering;" 
. , 

Iiecin\'fe it \VaS brought in: £lith and fincerity: 
!'" 'but"lliito! Cain, and' to his ofiering, he 
"had 'not' ferpet\: q. " 

'T~lis 'pieferei1ce, which fhould have taught 
; hiin ·t!lelIl8iipenfable ileceility' 6finward ho-
lillhfs ; ',hid {bould have, put him upon cor

:reCl:ilJg and r'efontling his heart: 'this pre
. [e~elice,' f'£1Y, 'infte~d of producing'thefefa
: ll~r'ary 'eneers, 'incited iri' his breafi Hill viler 
"paffi'6ns; \vhich lirged'himon to the blackdl: 

, , 

'deed. "H(hvas thel'eupon, 'h1yS 'the text, 
'very i'¢roth ja'lid his countenance fell r:" that 
"is~ he' was' firoilgl y agitated' withgrief'and 
'~Hlge'r j' ~e}jdneiitly trarifpOl'tedwirh indigna

, 'tibn' and 'revenge. 
, II) (~hi~i£hitt: of mind 'God kindly accoll:s 

him; exhorts him to calm ai1d moderate' his 
" l'erdtJtll\ent;' :and' to 'tefrain from: th(1'indul. 
!i't'e11'd: loffuch cl'iffiil\at paffions.' ""Why is 

thy countenance t111en S! And why art thou 
fo wroth" with thy brother, when the fault 

~ Gen. iv. 4, )' 
,f 'Ibid. vcr. 5. 
I Ibid, \'Cr. 6. 

• 
IS 

• 



, 

! 08 S E R M 0 N V. 
15 entirely thine own? "If thou doea well, 
ihalt thou not be accepted? and if thou daeil: 
not well, fin," that is, the puniihment of 

. , ' 

thy fin, "lieth at the door t;" follows the 
aCt, and will infiantly overtake thee. And 
here beware: for the appetite or defire of a 

certain fin now rageth in thy breafi: "but" 
(as it is excellently exprefied iuan old 
E11gliih veruon) "let it be iubdued unto 

, 

thee; and fee thou rule it u." This is the' 
reading of MATTHEWS'S Bible X; and CRAN

MER'S is to the f.1me fenfe, though not quite 
. fo cl,ear. But that defea is amply fupplied, in 

the editionof 1585, by the following mar
ginal note "Sin doth provoke and fiir thee 

• 

to kill thy brother; take heed, and give 
, 

no place to it; but refift it, and be lord 
over it." 

, , 

,Adopt this tranfl.ation, which is fuffici-
, , 

ently exaa. and fupported by the 'Iargttms and 
, 

, . . 
1 Gen. iv. "er. j. 

<> , :" Ibid. ,ver. 7. , 
~ Printed ill the year I 53i. 

r • .flncm¢ 

• 
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ancient VerGons x; and it mallifcfrly appears, 
how extremely folicitous the Lord was, that 
Cain ihonld {upprers the lua of revcnge, and 
keep it from breaking out into fin. No'r i, 

• 

it leis apparent how corrupt and depraved his 
• 

heart mufi: be, \vho, nOhvithfiallding thl:> 
kind admolJition and' remonarance, could , 

yet periiO: in his wickcd defign, and imbrue' 
his hands in his brother's blood. This in-

. , • 

llocent blood ciilled for vengeance; and it 

fpeedily overtook the murderer. For God 
pronounced him accurfed; baniiheC! him from 

" , 

the place where he then relided; and expel-
" . 

led him from his own prefence Y: that is, in 
, . ., , 

modern language, t'xcommunicated, or, ellt 
, , 

him qlf from the privilege of publi~: \vorihip. 
, 

, 

Y:The lVords \\'hich we now tranllate-', Unto thee !hall be his 
, , 

, 

defire, and thou /halt rule over him-" are thus paraphrafed in 
, . 

the Jmljidtm T~rgllm, Verum in manum t\lam tradidi potcf-
tatem conclIpifcenti:e mal:e, tu :llItem domiuabere ei. ' That of 
ON.l'dOJ, and of B, Udt! is lO'the fame purport'. Arabic vcrlior.s 
Ad te fpectat moderatio ejus, &c. The propriety of this inter-

, 

pretation, refpecting the circum fiances of the cafe, is well ii,p. 
ported by Dr. Jeffery in his SeleCt Difcourfc9, It. p. 53, &c. And 
the objeCtions made ,to it from the anomaly of the language, 

, taken in this fenfe, arc anfirereJ by Ain!irorth, &c. on the plact:. 
·0 ' ' cn. ,IV. 11-14' 

.A pU-
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• 

A puniihmcmt fuffici~n~ly fqre;, and, as him-
felf complains, hard. to be b,?Pl,e. For it 
wa~, in ili,ort, to cail hfim off as a, teprobate; 

to leave hilB, defiitute of grace~ tc? rh,e per
verfe cQUP(e1s of hi~ <;)\y~i h~a~t, to fill up. 

, . 

the mcafu.re of hi,s iniquities; and, in the. 
. -, , 

event, to cOllfigll hi~n over.~o utter flefl:~u.c .. 
, , 

• tron '. 
This Caill plainty un~er~ood; and ther~ .. 

• • • • • 

fore was afr.a.id, th~t " every oqe th<lt thould 
'1 .. ~ .•. ~ 

find him, WQ1Jicr i111m.eeJiately ~il1 him b." 
, , 

But God ipr~feryed hirn1 as a mpnument of 
•• • < ., .' • 

the VCij:s.G;lIJC~' that awa~ts fin; and k,ept hin;r 
in life, as \l .fi,a,llding monition to the refl: of 
.the fons of i)'9,am.; who might read ip his 

, . 

fat~ .a v~~y pf.~ful lefion to themftlv.es. Fqr ., . . 

hereby they mufl: needs be convinced, that 
God took co.gnizance of human actions ~' that 

. .no .fin, ho~~v~r Jeq~t, ,cQuld efc~pe pis :lio-
" , 

tice': thatie.vet:y oifen<;e wo~M be,4~91l.g~qp 
account, and meet wil!h its condignpuniili

, ment: and ,confequently, that there was no 
other .way of avoiding,. mifery, andJecuJ;il~g 

• 

• See GaoTius. LE CLERC, and PATRICK Inloc. 
bG • en. lV. 1ft 

, 

• 

happ:. 



S E R M (J N V. ru 

happinefs, thai} by a iincere attachment to

piety and goodnefs. ' Bllt we 111ufr quit theft
refleetions, aild foHow Cain into the land, of 
baniiliment. 

N ow, tinCtured, as he was, with bad prin
ciples; and excluaed from the eil:ablifllCd 
mearis of improvement; it is natural to in.; 
fer,that, in this land, he became frill mote 
depraved in his moralsi and funk deeper inm 
vic'€: ~I.p fenfuality c. Ana if we confider 
likewife the effeCl:s of fenfualitj, !1mv apt it 
is todebafe the mind, and toextinguifh the 
evidenceofthirlgs IlOt, .feen; it ,is rout to~ 
probirble1 that his 'religious [enti~nel1~s,if he 
had an,yleft; {oon langolffied nnd !fell 1111:0 
decay'; or at -leafr ddgene1."ated -iIlto idle flI
perfHtio11S. 

If you {uppofe this to,be the cafe; ;andit 
.is by ITO: meailS an unreafonal:iJe 'fuppbiition ; 
then it cUarly'foHows,",that ,his fev<ltalde,. 
fl:endanrs, 1committed :'1:0 the 'guidahcedf 
corrupt 'nature, witHout 'infiru8ioll,and 
'witho1Itreftraint, 'mtl£l:'needs dev1ate mo're 

, 
..' .'. • , • ., ., r 

• See Jude, I'cr. II: and tbe eom."l'Iiereon. YOSti'll, Ant. Jud. 
sib. J: c;, ii.·§ ~: HEl OllGGIiR.-Hift. Fatriar. Ex~rc. V.:§ 45. 

and 
• 
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and more from the paths of truth and V(['''' 

tue; and, .being at 'length enflaved to their 
'Unruly paRiol1s, mufr be carried on, as thcifc 
paffioDs moved them, into every kind :and 
degree of iniquity. ' 

And now, as a proof of this charge, let it 
here be remarked, that, ,in the whole hifrory 
of the' line of Cain; .~·e meet with no in. 
fiance, 110 trace, no intimation, of. anyone 
virtuous, or truly religiousa&:iol1;' but a 
great deal of the contrary. Infrruments of 
violence, ·arefound in their hands;, ,and the 
harp alid the pipe are heard in their .feafrs d : 

which plainly imply" that they gave them
{elves up to fenfual. enjoyments "which 
plainly imply, that they wert: luxurious, 
lufi:ful, and debauched at home; and abroad, 
unjufr, rapacious and c'ruel. ' ;, ' '. 

In th"! midfr of this corruption, however, 
they fiillentertained, we may welLprefume. 
fome' faint notion of a Deity. For this no
tion is fo connatural, to; the mind of. man, 

• , 

that no people upon earth were fo' far 10£1: 
to the fenfe of things, as to be utterly devoid 

d Gen. iv. ZI, :.12. JosnH. Ant. Jud. Lib. I. c. ii. § 2. 

of 

• 

, 
, , 
, 

I , 
, , 
I 

I 
I , 
I 

I 
I 
: , 
I 
I 

, , 
, I 

i , 

, , 
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or it. But then, as the Cainitcs could have, 
little or no knowledge of the fuprcme, in
vifible Being, with whom they never had 
any intercourf.:; fa it is extremely probable, 
that they addrefl'ed their devotions, [uch as 
they were, to thofc viiible objeCts, with 

whoie appearance they were man altctted, 
;md by whole influence they were moil: be
llc6ted. This, \\"e are lure, was the cafe of 
the world in after-times; which is no iinall 
pl'eillmptlon, that it was the cafe ill the 
prefent. Some indeed have endeavoured to, 

dbb!iIh this opinion on the authority of 
Scripture e : ',but, whether the Scripture 
countenance it or not, certain it is, the ear
lieil: records of heathen antiquity fpeak fully 
to the point. I For Sanchoniatho exprefly 
:lffirll1s, that "in a time of great drought 
Cain and his wife lifted up their hands, and 
prayed to the Sun; whom they looked upou· 

e Vide Targum ON.KELOS et JO::iATII. BEN UZIJ>L, in 
Gen. iv. 26.l\f.~IMON,. de ldo'. in Cap. i. et Notis. SEI.D£:-l de 
Dus Syr. Pralegom. Cap. iii.lVr.~R"IAM. Can. ehron. Sec. iv. 

, 

VOl... 1. I , as 
, , , 

, 
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as the fole god and fovereign of heaven f :" 

and they might be alfo particularly induced 
to deify and adore this fplendid luminary 
from another motive; namely, as it carried 

• 

the nearefi refemblance to that glorious 
Shechinah, before which they had formerly 
been ufed to celebrate the rites of divine 
worihip g. ' 

Soon after this, as the fame hifiory in
form~ us, the like worihip was extended by 
their pofterity to the feveral parts of nature: 
to the heavens, moon, and fiars; to fire, air, 
and wind; to the earth, trees, and, water j 

to beafis, birds, and reptiles h. All thefe in-
deed 

£ '.Ex .reT~' T~; "I."".(,ij; ><h~9~,,,, rENoi ~ nNEAN ";'Xi'-w, ~l 
I \ ... , 'r" .' \ , \ "'H'ION - , "1""/'''''', '1'''1 X"'''; 'f"'" II; "e",ijl 1I7fo,,,ot a • THT" "lag, 

~~CTI, .9.~ if0l"{o, 1"'" ,:~" •• xvp'o" BEEAl:'AMHN .. ,h.llf •• Apud 
Eufeb. Pr:ep. Evangel. lib. I. cap. x. p. 341.' That r;ro, and 
r ... ~ are Cain and his wife, Bilhop CLlmberland has proved at 
large, in his Remarks on Sanchoniatho, p. 219. &c. 

i PATRICK'S Com. Gen. iv. J6. 
b "I: to"'" t1'r .. C\ 1.~ I • tI ..... ,. ... 

XffS" Cli ~ "'f!l ,..OUlICIX'!1 .J.OIW"~' "" "ecr. ... OI'U'~' 'I C'flollT'I. 

1ft ''''.. \ ... ' \' '\ 1 .. ' ) I ,\ ... 
TIJO"IKOI, '2l1iO. ~ Q' ..... 'i'~)1 ~ 'Ttl> I\OI'1T~i 'W'1\"''i1'~' Q.f"~"~' '!r 7" rtllX'J" 
S.~s 1'0'" i'l'I.""" •• , '. T. >.. Jam in Phrenicum edam Theologia 
reperi:l!, qui pnnopes 2pud iIlos naturalis (ere philofophi:-e !ludio' 
dediderunt, eos folem pariter atque lunam, creteraf'lue llellas in
tl'rantcs, elementa pra:terea, qu:tqlle ,um iis conjuncb funt, 

; peorum 

, , , , , 
• , 
i 
. , 
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lied are not diiEn8:ly fpecifial as fo many 
objeCts of thei r adoration: mq;? of them, how
ever, {1re; and all, I think, implied. For, 
when we are affilrtd, that" they deified anef· 
adored the pLmts of the earth i" we can 
hardly douLt of theit advancing the other, 
and £'1r nobler, parts of the creation to the 
like honour i. 

In -confeql1ence of this worihip, the arts 
of magic, [orcery, and divination~ were fiu
died anel praCtiied; and fuper!l:itious; obfcene 
rites were inftituted and folemnized among 
them k. Thefe detefl:able rites of their re
ligion naturally inflamed their paffions; ami 
hurried them fiill farther into all the exceifes 
of outrage and violence, of licentioufnefc 
and debau<:hery 1, in civil life. 

dcorllm in loco habui1fe. Iifdem pon'o mortalcs vetuili1limos 
tw;c germill3 de,lica/fe, quibC3 divillitatcm ip!l quoque cum 
adorationis cultu tlibuehant.- EUSEB. Prxp. E\"llng. lib r. 
'"Po i~. p .• 8. cap. x. p. H. 

i Vide HE I DE G. Hill:. Patr. Exercit. ,-iii. De Tb~o\og. 

Cainitarum, et Ido\o\atria Antediluviana. 
k PHIL. BYBL. apud EusEB. Pr:ep. Ev. vol. I. w. x. p. 3S. 

ATHANAS. de lncar. Verbi Dei. tom. r. p. 64' 
IG . en. VI. 11-13. 

• 

I z 

• 

Now, 

! 
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. Now, whilfr the defcendants of Cain lived 
in this impious and profligate manner; the 
line of Seth went regularly 011, under the 
good conduCt and tuition of Adam, in the 
due obfervance of the duties of religion, and 
the uniform praB:ice of a holy life. In the 
thir.d generation, in ·the days of Enos, we 
meet with a lignal inaance of their zeal for 
the honour and glory of God, and for the 
prefervation and improvement of his worihip 
and fervice .. for" then they began to call 
themfelves by the name of the Lord m;" that 
is, the {ervants and worfhipers of the true 
God; in cOlltradiftinCl:ion to the Cainitcs, 
who had 110 regard or veneration for him. 
This name, which they now afiumed, 
plainly' intimates, that they devoted them
{elves to a ftricrer life of holine[s and virtue, 
than they had led before; and that, for fear 

• 

of being "{educed by the errour of. the 
~ic~ed," they prudently kept themfeIves, as I 

• 

God iutended they thould, from all commerce 
'ot'c~inmunication with the ap~"te line. Iq 
this fiate of (eparatioll, diiigent. and atteii~' 

. • 

m Gen. iv. %6 • 
• • • • tlve 
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rive to their vows and obligations, they 
made, it fhould feem, great advances -in 
virtue and goodnefs; and, for their extraor~ 
dinary piety, were entitled the people or" fous 
of God D." -

How long they continued to improve 
themfelves, or even to preferve the virtuoLlS 
att:linments they had already made, i" a 
matter of fome uncertainty. Sure, however, 
we are, that, in the fucceffion of few g-ene
rations, they declined, and " fell from their 
own fiedfafrnefs;" yielded to the fuggefiiol1s 
of their fenfual appetites; and became [OOIl 

renowned for their enormous crimes 0. 

This defeClion, 'great as it was, the Scrip
ture accounts for in a very natural and ea(y 
manner. vVhen both families " began to 

multiply," and to extend themfelves; they 
approached, of courfe, nearer to each other. 
Their vicinity foon drew them into mutual 
converfation; and that converfatiOli into 
doier alliance. For when the "fons of 

I 

God," the pofierity of Seth; " faw the daugh-
n G . en. Vl. 2. 

• JOSEPH. AntiC]. Jud.lib. I.e. iii. § ,. 

I 3 . ters 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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ters of the mel~" of the other line;· they 
were fo fmitten· with their beauty, that, 
contrary to the charge of their pious ancef::' 
tors, and probably to the command of God, 
.,' they took them wives of all which they 
chofe P ;" that is, fuch, and perhaps fo many. 
as they liked to pofiefs. The con!eqt~el1ce of 
this interdiCted affinity was plainly then, as 
it has always proved in fimilar cafes lince, 
ruinous to all piety. The line of Seth was· 
hereby corrupted. For "the daughters of 
men turned away thefe fans of God from 

• 

following him;" led them to [erve other 

gods; to afiociate in all the abominations of 
. idolatry, and all the impurities of a icnfual 
life. 

• 

This opinion is not only founded on the 
natural and' experienced courfe of things; 
but {eems to be confirmed by the very words 
of Scripture. For thete, if 1 am not mif-

• 

taken, were the Nephi/jill, the cpo/jates, men~ 
tioned Gen. vi. 4. " who kept not their firfi 
eftate,l' but fill off from the 1ervice of God, 
and becqme giatlts in wickedne1s, and rebels 

, p Gen. vi. 2 •. 
• 

againfi 

f , 
• 
I 

I 
I 
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againft heaven'!. Their children, of the 
next generation, endowed with their ftrength, 
and encouraged by their example, broke out 
into the fame enormities; and filled the 
world with impiety, idolatry, rapine, and 
violence. "Thefe mighty men," fays the 
text, "were of old men of renown r. " A 
form of expreffion, which clearly intimates, 
that their exploits and charaCters wen~ con
veyed down through ages by tradition; and 
might, at length, be inferted in fome an
cient book, called" the book of Enoch," to 

• 

which the ApoftIe refers. 
In what period of the antediluvian age 

this apoftacy happened, the Scripture does 
• 

not exprefiy determine. Data, however, it 
affords, by which we may fettle it with fome 
precifion. At the twenty-fecond verfe of 
the iVlh chapter of Genefis we read ,H And . 
the fifier of Tubal Cain was Naamah:" A 
piece of information, which may appear, at 
firfi fight, of little or 110 importance. But 

q O','£)) defeCtnres, apoQat:r, gigantci, rcbellt:;, a ~!)l 
c<:ecidie, defecit, irruit, &c. 

, G • en. VI. 4. 

I 4 

, 

• 

• 
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if we tranilate her name into our own lan-
~uage, it will infiantly throw:all amazing 
light on the preient fubjecr; as it will aptly • 
connc8.: this verle of the ivth with the ji,fi of i 

I 

the vith chapter, where the caufe of the 
• 

defecrioll is particularly deicribed. For N aa-

mah S fignifics fair or beautif[(l: and when 
we are told, that the pofieIity of Seth mar
ried the daughters of the other family, be
caufe th((y were fair; may we not realonalJly 

• 

conclude from this cOl1l1ecred view of the , . . 

pafi;1gcs, that the f.lcred hifiorian meant to 
inform us,' that N aamah was the fidl:, the 
11Oblcfi, and the moil: celebrated of all 
thofe beauties, with whom the alliance was 
made? 

If you allow this condufion to be jufi; 
then the opinion of the Arabian writers, who 
{uppo[e the defe,Cl:i.on to have happened in 
the days of Jared t, will appear to Hand on 
good groun~l, and to ~e well fl1pported by 
the authority of Scripture • 

• !l~Y) amc:!n2, juctlnd", Flllchra . 
. (Vide AL~HCIN. et PATRtclD. aplld HOTTINGER. Smeg. 
Orient. c. viii. p. 235. in "oce Jared. flEIllEG. Hill. Patr. 

, El<l!r, xi. p, 310. 
-. But 

• 

I 
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But this is not the only thing, which the 
foregoing remark brings to our knowledge. 
It lhews us likewife the reafon, why Mofes, 
in the genealogy of the line of Cain, fropped 
at Lamech, the father of Naamah. He could 
properly proceed no £'lrther: becaufe the dif
tindian \vas then at an end; as both the 
f,unilies became intermixed, and intimately 
blended with each other. 

The fad effetl: of this unlawful mixture we 
have already feen, in that violent inundation 
of vice and impiety, which ilfued from it, 
and which foon overflowed the world. 
, To account for this impiety in a more de
~rminate manner, it may be of ufe to ob
fcrve, that Adam was frill alive: and" be-, 

cauie the fentence," pronounced "againfiH 

him for his" evil work," was not yet" exe
cuted'.' upon him; "therefore," it fhould 
item, "the hearts of thefe ions of men 
were fully fet in them," both to think, and 
" to do evil u." ' The fentence deferred they 

might imp\oufly deride, as a vain and empty 

u Ecc1. viii. II. 

threat. 
, 
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threat. And of the predicted feed they might 
fcoffingly fay, "where is the· promife of 
his coming" in Thefe "hard fpeeches," 
which the prophecy of Enoch implies they 
made, evidently amount to what St. Jude 
calls, ver. 4. " denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jefus Chrill::tt evidently 
amount, not only to a denial of the revealed 
plan of redemption; but to a total difuelief 
of an over-nlling providence, and a future 
flare . .which Cain, it is faid, difuelieved 
.befOl;e them Y. When they had once brought 
themfelves to think, that either there was 
no God; or that he was fo regardlefs of 
human affairs, as neither to reward the 
good, nor puniili the wicked; it is no 
wonder, "they ihould thenceforth walk," 
without remorfe, after their own ungodly 
lufis; and give themfelves over unto bfei-

• z Pet. iii. 4. 
1 The Jert!lakmTargum, and that of JOllA THAN BEN UZIEL, 

introduce Cain converJing with his brother Abel in 1hefeW9rds

U, 1" n'~ 1" n', non ell: judicium, nec elt judex; non 
ell: feculum futufum, nec dabitur pr:cmium bonum juLlis, ncr 
u1tio fumetur de improbis, &c. Vide in Gen. iv. 8. 

vioufnefs, 

• 
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"touCheCs, to work all Uncleal1l1efs with 
greedinefs J." For the refrraints of rdigion 
being now removed, there was nothing left 
to check or contraul the perverfenefs of their 
nature . • 

If you admit this to be a true reprefen-
tation of their moral fiate; and thus the 
Scripture feems to reprefent it; then fome
thing, ttis plain, was necetfary to be done, 
as well to correct the erroneoufnefs of their 
principles, as to reform the depravity of their 
manners. At this time therefore, and with 
this view, a flcond revel"tion came feafon
ably in, exaCl:ly correfpondent to their 11e
ceffities and condition. For Enoch was com
miffioned to preach the doCtrine of a future 
frate, and to declare the certainty of a fu
ture judgment. 

In pur[uance of this commiffion, he 
opened the profpeCt of another life, and 
laid it before them in its different circum
frances: he {hewed, them what glorious re
Wllr~s awaited the righteous, and what 

Z Jude ver. 18. El'h. iv. 19. 
, 

-tlreadful 
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dreadful punilbments were referved. fur 
~he wicked; "what tribulation and an-

• • 

guilh" ihould hereafter fall "upon every 
foul of man that doeth evil; and what 

• • 

honour, glory, and peace" fuould be the lot 
of him "thatworketh good ".'" Thefe 
things he clearly laid before them b; that, 
knowing the encouragements and terrours 
of the Lord, they might be influenced 
thereby to return to him. And what r,an 
be imagined more influential? What could 
prevail, if thi,s could not? Had it refied 
only on the bare credit of the preacher, a 
doC1:rine of this vail: importance would have 
jufrly merited their. moft ferious regard. 
But, that nothing might be wanting either 
to engage their attention, or to confirm 
their belief, Gbd was pleafed to exert him
{elf in an ex~raordinary and miraculous 
mam,ler; and to atteft the truth of what his 

• Rom. ii'9, 10. ' 

b .See Jude 14, 15; where the punifhment of: the wicked 
plainly implies that there will be likewife a recompence to the 
righteous. 

. , '.3 , . " 

prophet 

, 

, , 

t· , . , 
I 
I 
f 
i 
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prophet had (poken, by a proper, convincing 
iign. For what more proper, more con vinc-

. . 

ing fign could they pollibly have ill proof 
of fuch a doarine; than to fee the prophet 

• 

tr:1nflated alive C, and carried up, in a con-
• 

lpicuous manner before their eyes, into 
that very fl:att, the exifrence and reality 
of which he had jufl: before revealed to 
them d? 

Such doarine, one would think, fupported 
by filch evidence, would have borne dOWli 

all oppofition, and fubjeCled the world to the 
authority of its diClates. 

The doarine itfeIf was admirably caIcu-
• 

lated to correa thofe impious notions 

they maintained; and to make them fen
fib Ie , that God Infpetts the condua of 
men in this world, and will . recompenfe 
them hereafter as their works deferve. Its 

• 

C Gen. v. 24. Heb. :xi. S. 
• •• 

d See Targ E. UZIEL, in Gen. v. 24. And hen<;e Enoch 
was called Metatron, the perron removed 011 high: from om and 
.O~,. This is at lean as plaufible an accaup.t of the name, as 

ani of the various ones already given. 
• 

. . attendant 

• 
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attendant miracle, the tranflatioll of the 
• • 

prophet, was a vifible proof of his high 
regard for his faithful fervants; and a Cure 
token of his firm determination to make 
them happy ill a better fiate e.. To Adam, 
if he was then alive, as the Samaritan ac· 
count fuppofes, tbis remarkable event muft 
have been a lively and affeCling inftance of 
what he might have enjoyed, had he kept 
his innocence; as well as an earnefr of the 
promifed viClory over him, who had robbed 
him of it f: And to his fims, if he was dead, 

• 

as the Hebrew account declares him, it 
mufr have afforded a feafonable and animat
ingconfolation under the depreffing fenfe of 
their own mortality: And to all it muil: 
have fuggefied a forcible and cogent argu
ment for repentance; as it carried a clear 
and comfortilble intimation, that if they 
"walked with God," and overcame the 
finful inclinations of their nature, they 
1hould finally be refiored to the favour of 

• WOllTHINGTa~'S E/fay on Hum. Redemption. ch. iii. § 6. 
f Bp. LAw's Theory afRel. part ii. p. 60. . 

• their 
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rheir Maker, and behold his prefcnce in 
• 

blifs and immortality. And repentance, 
we migbt expeCl, would have accordingly 
followed. But alas! we have an infiance 
now before us, that nothing is fo forcible, 
interefiillg, and perfuauve, but what the 
depravity and perver[ene[s of man can wirh
fiand and rejeCl:. For this abandoned race, 
deaf to thefe awakening calls, obftinately 
continued their vicious courfe, and at lafi:. 

i peri{hed in their wickednefs. 
But, though "the word then preached 

did not profit them g ;" yet to us it remains 
of excellent fervice. It {hews us, that true 
religion was always the fame; and had al. 
ways the fame end in view. Its whole 
defign has ever been to call men off from the 
pratl:ice of vice to ferve the living and true 
God; to make them virtuous in this life, 
that they may be happy in the other. This 

• 

is apparent under every difpenfation; and 
more efpecially under the difpenfation of 

C Heb. h', z. 

the 

• 
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the Gofpel': by :which " we are made 
truly cOI1lpleie; being fully fupplied with 
all the things pertaining unto 'life and 
godlinefs h;".' ,,~ 

.1 

. Having therefore {uch means of im- ; ; 
prG~'emel1t in our hands, let us carefully:': 
make.·ufe of them. For if God punithed fe, 

I ' 

the old world for defpifing the revel a- I: 
tions delivered,to them; how can we po:Hi- !: 

• 

bly.expeCt to " efcape, if we negleCl: fo great \ 
falvation i?" Let us ever remember, that the ! 

, 

Gofpel is an infiitutiol1 peculiarly calculated l 
for the advancement of piety and virtue: I 

teaches us, "to deny ungodlinefs and 
worldly lufts; and to live foberly, :righte
oufly, arid godly in this prefent world; look-
ing for that blefiedhope, and the glorious 

• • • 

appeatmg of the great God, and our faviour 
Jefus Chrift It:" 

• 
• 

. h ~ Pet. i. 3. 
t Heb. ii. 3' 
k T' .. It. 11. lZ, 13' 

• 

• 

-
• • . .. ,. . 

To 

, 
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To whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoil:, be afcribed, as is moil: due, all 
honour and glory, might, majefry, adora
tion and praife, both now and for ever .. 
more. .limen. 

-

• 

VOL. 1. K S ~R .. -
, 

-



• 
• r - J 

• 

• 

S E R M o N 
• • 

• 

• 

, "', 

.And the Lord Jaid; My Jpit;jt }hal! ?l'ot always 
jlrive with man; for that he a!fo is fldfi: 
)'et his days flall be ati hundred and i~,,~)etlty 

. 

)lears. 
• 

., N iny iafi: Difcouife I bid before you it 

very ample account of the fitai1ge cor

ruption of the antediiuviali race: where I 
'clideav6ured to iliew; from what bitter [ourCe 
it originally fprung; in what different fom)!') 

• 

it difplayed itfelf; and by what growing ad • 
• 

"anecs it ~ained upon the wdrld; till it be-
• 

K ;j came 
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came at length fo nniverially prevalent, as 
to lay the Almighty under the fad neceffity 
of " defiroying man from the face of the 
earth I." 

It is obferved by the author of the book 
of {Vi/dom, that "idolatry is the beginning, 
the caufe, and the end of all evil ro." Anel 
this obfervatioll we have feen verified in the 
condua and converfation of Cain and his 
defcendants. For no fooner did they forfake 
the true God, and engage in the worlhip of 
t:llfe deities; no fooner did they begin to 

." efieem either fire, wind, or the fwift air, 
the circle of the fiars, the. violent water, 

. or the lights of heaven to be the gods that 
governed the world n;" but, in confequence 
of the fervice they paid them; in confe
quence of " the iecret ceremonies ufed, and 
the revellings of firange rites performed;" 
they gradually fell into all the abominations 
of vice and immorality, and into all the ex-

• 

I G . en. VI. 7. 
. ., Ch. xiv. 27. 

n Wifdom. xiii. ~. 

• 

f 

I 
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cdfes of olltrage and violence, both in public 
and private life. 

In proccis of time, thefe impious principles 
and deteftable praC1:ices gained admittance 
into the other line: where tIley {pread and 
prevailed with fatal [ucce[s, and with ag ... 
granted degrees of malignity. For, as the 
Left, when corrupted, become the warfi:; fo 
it is atferted of the pofierity of Seth, that 
" for the degree of zeal which they had 
formerly {hewn for vittue, they now ihewed 
by their aC1:ions a doubJe degree of wicked
nels 0." 

Such was then the fiate of the world. 
vVhen " the Lorcllooked down from heaven , 

upon the children of men, to fee if there 
were any that would underHand, and feek 
after God;" behold, he found that " they 
were all gone out of the way," that 

, "they were altogether become abomi
nable p." "For the wickednefs of man was 
great in the earth; and every 

• JOSEPH. Ant. Jud. lib. 1. cap. iii. § I. 
, 1'[.11. xiv. 3,4. 

K :3 

• • Imagma-

• tlOn 
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tion of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually q." 

But this progreHion of vice the great and 
righteous Govcrnour of the world cannot be 
fuppufed to look upon with an eye of indif
ference. The perfection of his nature, the 
concern he m:tintained for the fecurity of re
ligion, and the advancement of human hap
pinefs, lead us to conclude, that he would 
rather interpofe, and kindly throw in the 
way of theie profligates, as many checks, 
prohibitions and refiraints, as were conftfient 
'with the freedom of moral agents. Nor is 
this cOllclurion deaitute of the fupport and 
countenance of Scripture. For the words 
of the text plainly imply, that \' God did 
often ilrive with man jV that he made ufe of 
various and powerful methods, as well to 
deter him from the commiffioq of fin, as 
to keep him fiedfait in the praCtice of 

• 
VIrtue. 

It has b~en already oGfervcd, that· ~, tl~e 
, . 

.f e.l of the \,·oman was finally to dcaroy 
the 1'0'.\ er and tyral'ny of un and Sat;\!1, by 

• tl Gen. rio 5' 
• 

hi~ 

• 
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his fteady attachment to truth and righteouf
nefs. Now this confideration muO: mturally 
infpire all wife and thinking parents with a 
deep concern and zealous care, that their 
children might be inihu8:ed in the principles 
of religion, and trained up in the paths of virtue. 
And fuch care they mufr frill be the more 
anxious to employ, becaufe they perceived, 
that all their hopes, both for themfelves and 
their pofterity, depended upon this reCtitude 
or uprigbtnefs of difpofition; without which 
jt was impoilible that any of them could be 
the promiJed feed, who was to reftore again 
the human race to its original purity and 
perfection f. 

Here then was laid an excellent founda
tion for the inftrucrion and improvement of 
the riGng generations. And the ftlperJ.l:ruc
ture erected upon it was equally good. For, 
as they advanced in life, thofe documents of 
virtue, which they had received in their 
youth, were frill renewed from time to time; 
• 
beincr confrantlv inculcated and enforced on 

b • 

their minds by the enjoined obfervance of 
r R~v. exam. vol. 1. dilfcrt. ix. p. 155-

1\. 4- the 
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the eftabliihed rites of wodhip. For every 
fabbath, which they celebrated in its weekly 
return every facritice which they offered . 
and every public atl: of religioD they per
formed, ferved to convince theln of the ma
lignant and deftrucrive nature of fin, as 'well 
as to impre[s them with a due rente of the 
neceffity of holinefs. 

By thete means, which were all )landing 
means of infiru8.ion, the inhabitants of the 
old world, had they not been greatly want
ing to themfelves, might have made a truly 
laudable proficiency in the kilOw ledge and 
pratl:ice of religion. Negligent, however, as 
they were; when they became degenerate, 
and had foolifhly deviated from the path of 
duty, the occajiolla! tran[lCtions of the times, 
the illCide1lta! difplays of divine government, 
iupplied them with powerful and awakening 

. motives to recal them to repentance and a 

better life. 
Their great Father continued among. them, 

above lIine hUlldred years, a living monument 
both of the juft:ice and mercy of God: a 
living monument of his extreme hatred and 

abhor. 

. ~ 
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aLhorrcnce of [;n; as \ycll as of his tender 

• 
love, and compaliionatc regard for the 
f:nllcr ;.. .. ·arid therefore, a mOllument, one 
\"iUl] Id cOlicei ve, that mu fl: daily fuggeft 
fudl arn1l11C:nts to their thOtwbts, as cou1d 

l~ ,J 
• 

hardly fail either to awe, or to allure them, 
• 

into {hiaer obedience. 
• 

And the ('nne moral initruClions were a110 

conveyed by other occurrences. For, as the 
puniihment of Cain exhibited to the world .t 
woful proof of the dire efFeCts of vice and 
impenitence; fo was the exaltation of Enoch 
into heaven, one of the l1obldl: incit:lnents, 
that can well be imagined, to the coniCicu-

• 

tious praCtice of p;ety and gooclncis. 
Add to thefe, as operating to the like pur

.pofes, the frequent exhortations and admoni
tions of their prophets; and more efpecially 
that tremendous puniihment denounced againt1 
.them by the pt'ophet Enoch: who, foro
lecing it would be executed bya delllge, impofed 
on his fon the name of Meihu(elah, by way 
of lign and confirmation of it. For the word, 
MethufeIah, imports, that, when the perfon 

10 called is dead, there ihall el1[uc an immda-
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tion if ·waters '. And fo exaCt1 y did the event 
• 

(Orrefl)ond with his name, that in the very 
year he died, the eartb was overwhelmed by 
the deluge. 

Now, after the delivery of this alarming 
prophecy, tranlillitted to us by St. Jude; 
[uch was the patience and long- fuftcring of 
God, that they had no lefs than eight hundred 
years allowed them, to refleCt Oil their COI1-

dition; to repent of their wickednefs; and 
to amend their ways. An~1 in the cour[e of 
this time they \\'ere moreover {olicited, en
couraged, alld allmoniihed to the due per
formance of thefe lleccfIary duties, by the 
repc:ltcd in(l:r~H:l:iol1s and gooll examples of 
thole huly men, ,-,110 were tent ;)Q.long them 
as " preachers of rigiltcoulllcfs t." 

, Ita E!~cch prophet:1ll'I11I1l11S, nll11 prophctico fpiritu prxv! • 
• 

dillet cl:1dcm ill:1111 (dilllyiu:n) ii!ii morteIll tbtim fllhfccllturam, 

v0cavit illtlm n't!'1.'D Metlll&lah. ~o nomine figni~cahat 
jt;uim i!ln i!!or!:tn t~lttlr~lI:~ cmJlitJ!Cill five fl'l.'mr::;lt iillmdt!t;~l1c/lJ in 
perniciem mundi totills. ])OCilA R T. Pha!cg. lib. q. c. xiii. 

p. 100. 

I Of whom, it fhould feem, there were no leIs thail eight. 
r'or St. Peter cails Noah ~i'?~(jr ~IY.~fgC7~n;l Y.~g:;Y..:t. 2 Pet. ii. 5, 

• 

s But, 
• 

• 
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But, notwithfianding thefe methods of 
mercy and monition, which God in his good .. 
!lefs employed fOf their amendment; yet, 
when he came again, at the end of this pe
riod, to take cognizance of what they bad 
done, he found them immel'fed fiill deeper in 
vice and fenfuali~y; !' being then really no
thing but flefh l\;" that is, entirely devoted 

• 

to {enulal gratifications, and confrantly pur-
iuing " the works of the fle01." 

No IV, the works of the flefh have in all 
ages been ever the {1me'. And were therc:~ 
fore in the antediluviaf1, as in the apoflolicaJ 
times, moil probably thefe: "Adultery, 
fornication, uncleannefs, lafciviou{nefs, ido-

o 

"". latry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emu!a. 
~ions, \vrath, firifc l [editions, herefics, en
vyings, murders, drunkennefs, revellings, 
and flich like x" • vices that called, efpe
rially when grown to {uch enormous 
height, for a fig-naI and fpeedy vengeance. 

Accordingly the Lord (having before ad-
o 

p1inifiered proper confolation to his fyw, 

I.) Gen. d. ) . 
• 

faithful 



• 

J40 S E R M 0 N VI. 

faithful fervants) Y no,\" pofitively aifured 
this impious generatioo, that his fpirit would 

neither 

. J That they Ihould receive fllch confolations Was manifefily ne·· 
cefiary for their encouragement in well-doing: and tbat they did 
receive them is plainly implied in that prophecy of Lamet"h. 
which he delivered at his fan's birth, " This (lme 01al1 comfort 
U5 concerning our work ancl toil (labour) of our hands, bccaufe 
of the ground which the Lord hath curfed," Gen. v. 29. The 
ft:nfe of which, variouOy interpreted, palfage feems to me to be, 
in ilion, as follows-" This fame Noah /hall bring us full and 
ample comfort for all the pains aod difficulties we have under
gone in fupporting the caufe of truth and virtue. Through him 
it will appear, that our !altour is not in "ain in the Lord. For 
. when God comes to puni(h the ungodly, and to deilroy the 
world by a deluge, (fee note' p. 13&) he will give us, in the 
perfon of this man, a Iignal inl1ance of his tender regard Jor the 
good and righteous. For he will conduct him fafely through that 
'perilous feene, and land him fecurdy on:l new world, which \ve 

may look upon as an earne(t oi that future inheritance, which is 
:efen'ed for us, who have Iralked In the fame paths of righteouf
nefs." Compo Heb.lli. ,.-To make out tbis meaning. I con
rei"e that the words-" Our work, and labour of our hands-" , 

IhoGid be taken here, as they ;lrc often clfewhere, in a moral, and 
;)ot in a natural, fcofe-alld that the "curfe" here mentioned 
has no reterence to that denounced at the fa/l, but means the 

• 

,leftruaion to which the earth was devoted, and which IVas ~c
complilhed by the deluge; as will appear to anyone, who com
fares Gen. ch. ". 1.9, with ch. viii. 2f. 

LUI). CAPPELLU~, in his Comment on the place, confiders it 
• 

Ready in the fame lizht. Senfu5 ergo fiJllplicillimus elt: Gaudebit 

tetL/., 

• 
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"neither fhive, nor his patience bear any 
longer with them, than for the fpace of all 
bundred and tWe!l~y years: and that he was 
then determined, if his vengeance was not 
averted by their amendment, to deftroy them 
by an utter excifion from the earth. 

But this denunciation, like the former, 
inftead of producing its dcured eife8:, and 
bringing them back to penitence and piety, 
ferved only, by the perverfenefs of their in
corrigible difpofitions, to harden them the 
more in their \vickednefs: infom\lCh, that 
when God, towards the clofe of this momen ... 
tous period, infpe8:ed their conduct the third 

" time; he faw they had filled up the meafure 
" 

of their iniquities; and were completely 
fitted for that approaching defiruCtion, to 
which they had been jufl:ly devoted. Such~ 

I [.1Y, was their frate, when God beheld 

them the third time. For it is a point! 

worthy of obfervation, that in the account 

terra, e:ltUltabunt pii homines, quum Dei jufritiam in impios ho
mines vinditlam Cub hoc meo futuram, novamque mundi 
liIciem per eum exorituram, in nova ho:ninuJn foOOle c:t eo ema
natul12, conf ~al<[i [unto 

• 

here 

" 
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• 

here given of the growing degeneracy of 

, 

mankind, there are thrt'e gradations difiin8:1 J 
fpecified; each of them in fucceffioll [urpaf~ 
fing the other, and appearing in blacker co
lours. At the tbird verfe of this chapter " 
they aee defcri bed as "carnat ." fu lfilling 
the lufts of the flefh. At verfe the fifth, they 
nre reprefented as Ji-l.·ed and rooted in their 
"ices· ." their wickednefs was GREA T ; and 
every imagination of the thoughts of their 
hearts was only evil CONTINUALL Y." This 
is ftrong painting: and yet, at the eleventh 
verfe, it is fiill greatly heightened. For 
there, the ground is faid to be tainted \vith 
their fins; anti to groan under the weight of 
their iniquities" ," The earth was corrupt 
before God, and the earth was filled with 
violence .:' Now; by CORRUPTION the moO: 
approved of the Jewifh writers generally Ull

derfl:and idolatry, and the tran[greffion of what 
we call the Jiljl table of the law 1 and by VIO-

, LENCE is plainly meant every kind of inhu
manity and i,yt1iice, or the total breach of 

Z Gen. vi. • 

~ ViJc !lIU;;S,TER. etViTAIlL. &c;\n lOCi • 

• 
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the fecond table: and therefore, from both 

SERMON 'PI v • 

expreffions taken together, we may jumy 
conclude, that the human race was, at thi~ 

time, fo far 10ft to all fenfe of religion aIle1 
morality, as to be entirely regardlefs of 
every duty, which they owed either to God 

b or man. 
Noah indeed preferved his integrity; and 

fiood, amid(l the general corruption, a fingue 

1ar eX~1!nple of true piety and virtue. This 
difiinguifhed behaviour entitled him there;.. 

b If the foregoing account of the moral Hate of the :lntedilu
\"ian world be admitted as tolerably juO:, then the Prd:CCpla Noa
cbidarlllll, or the precepts delivered to the fans of Noah, will ap
pear to frand on good ground; as being well adapted to the con
.lition of the times, and feemingly founded on the reawn of thingl. 
For if mankind, forgetful of God, wcre then prone and giyen to 
idvlatry; how necefi:lry was it, that they {hould be frrongly pro
hibited that pratlice by a pofitive law, m. De cuhu extranco; and 
brought back to a dllC [cnfe of the divine majrJly by a Hd. De ml
lcdiClione nominis falltliffimi, vel numinis? If they were 'Viol .. !, 

cruel. and rc'Vc!1g~fid, how proper was it to rellrain their paffiam: 
by a I,lId. law, De effufione fanguinis ? If l'!flji:l and dcbmtc&td, by 

"IVth. Dc non rcYelanda tllrpitudine? If rapacioll' andfi'autk.'e,,!, 
by a Vth. De furto ac rapit1u? And, if regard Ids of ;lIfli.t a~ 
eqllity, by a VIth. De judiciis, (Cll regimine torcllfi ac obedientia 
cil'ili? &c. Theie laws. thus applic,l, derive weight from the: 
fiate of the world; 31\d at the fame time throlY light upon it. 

fore , 
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fore to dill:inguiihed favour: which he ac
cordingly experienced in the wonderful pre
fervation of himfelf and family. "For the 
Lord knoweth" as well" how to deliver the 
godly from difirefs and danger, as to re-. 
ferve the unrighteous to the day of judg
ment, to be puni!hed c" with a feverity pro
portioned to their guilt and wickednefs. And 
this day was now hafiening towards all them 
that dwelt on the earth. For, fince they had 
all, by their degeneracy, utterly defeated 
the defigns of Providence; and could by no 
means be brought to anfwer the proper ends 
of their creation: nay, fillee they lived in
deed to {ueh purpofcs, as were direCtly con
trary to there ends, and wholly defiructive 
of them lived only to rebellion and difobe
dicnce to their maker; and to their own rou
t~lal miiery and dell:ruClion d ~ fiuce this, I 
tJY, was the cafe with them; it was cer
tainly high time, that God, in mercy as 
well as jufiice, ihould put a (peedy period 
to their cxifrence as being the only way to 

< ]' " • z et. II. g. 
• Rere1ation &am. vol. r. ditr. ix. p. i 6 3. 

• • clear 

• 
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dear the world of that corruption, which, 
tlll'ough the courfe of fo many centuries, he 
had laboured in vain to correCl: and remedy. 
Accordingly therefore, when "the long
fuffering," with which he waited in the 
days of Noah; and "the preparation of the 
ark e," the laR effort of his mercy, (;ould 
have no effeCl: upon them; he then fuffered 
his indignation to arife; gave a loofe to his 
vengeance; and delivered them all, at once, 
to death ." bringing in the FLOOD upon the 
world of the ungodly f." 

• 

Should it now be a1ked, "Why did God 
make u[e of this, rather than any other 
method r" The anfwer, I think, is eafy: 
BecilUfe it was tile properefr, and the moil: 
conducive to the purpofes of his providence; 
the mofi adequate to his grand defign. Ido
latry, it is evident, could not be extirpated; 
piety and virtue could not be reaored; till 
that incorrigible race was utterly defiroyed, 
and a better introduced in its fread. 

• 

< [ Pet. iii. zo. 
t z Pet. ii. S. 

VOL. I. L " But 

• 
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" But the deftruCl:ion of thofe impeilitents 
might have been accompliihed. you will fay, 
~y various other means, as well as by a deluge." 
Doubtlefs ,it might. But what if tbeir de
lhuCl:ion was not the \vhole intel)t rWhat 
if God padfarth~r ends in vi.e,v, refp~aing 
thofe who furvivedr How win matters fraud 
then? It is no pnreafonable fuppofition, tllis: 

, 

For, as the fOt1~ of Noah had cO,uverfed a 
long time with that corru,pt andfinful ge~le
ration; 'and w~re perhaps, forne of them, 
dofely' conneCl:ed with the apoi1ate line; it 
is l'l,)orethat:l.probable, that they were ill f",mc 
~egree infected witlithe idolatrous prilltiples, 
'~lld vicious practices of the age." 'What thofe 
practicerwere; we have already ften g; alid 
fiand iu need of liD farther information about 

them.' But with'regard to the principles of 
, 

the times, <!inhey'are the' grand key to this 
, Uifpenfation, it may' be of ufe to confider 
them here again,'" :, '" \ '- " .:,: .. .' 

; There is a certain prediClion concerQing the 
inhabitant'S of the 'old world, attributed to 

Enoch, and preferved' by Tertullian, ,vhieh 
, , 

" w , • , 
• 

, 

t Page 139- ' . 
, , • 

.1 • 'I ~ • 

fets 
.. 

, 
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{eta forth their religious tenets ill a clear 
light. No,v~"from this p'redietion it appears, 
that they were fo deeply immerfed ill fuper-

, . 
ftition and errour, as to deify aU nature: ' 

• 

" that all the elements, the whole furniture 
" of the univerfe, things in heaven, things 
" on earth, and things under the earth, were 
" feveraUy perverted by them to the vile pur-

. . 

" pofes of idolatry; and fet up as obJeets of 
" divine worihip h;" In a word, it appears, 

I 

that they confecrated and adored almoll: every 
thing, except Him, who alone is truly ado-

. . 

, 
rable: and Him they were in no wife dif-
pofed to ferve. , 

Now, if the Cons of Noah were in any 
• 

degree tinaured with thefe notions; and ill~ 
dined to follow fuch examples i; they -were 

fo , 

h Antecellhat Enoch pra:dkens, omnia e)emenra, omnem 
ftlJIndi ceo{um, qure c:do, qll:e mari, qUa! terra cantinentur, in 
idololatriam ve~(uros dremonas, et {piritu5 deterrorum :mgelolulll, 

" . 

ut pro Deo adverfusDominum con{e~r:irentur. :!le. TEkTl1U.~ 
d,e Idololatria § iv~ . . 

I Cham, filius Noe, fuperfiitionibus ilIis et facnlegis anibUi 
!nfe..'lus fuic. C.ASIIAN. aptld !\IRCIiU. Ob,lir~, Pamph. 
lib. 1. ~. i. -
, '. . 

L2 
• • 
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fo far the lefs likely to preferve and maintaill 
the true religion in its genuine ftate and pu
l"ity. And had they continued in that clifpo
ution, the ddign of Providence might have 
been utterly frufirated; as " the work of the 
Lord muft have failed in th~ir hands." 

The fecurity of r~ligioll therefore~ and the 
intereft of morality, plainly required, that 
the prefel}t lpanifefta~iop ihollld carry fome
thing if} its n~ture and form, equ~lly adapted 
to convince them of the erroneoufilefs of , . .' . 
thefe principles, as to deter them from the 
praCl:ice of 'the' forementioned vices. And 
what, I befee~h yo~, C04ld pet~~r anfwer , 

thefe feveral purpofes, than the very traofac· 
tiOll w~ are ~O\f confideriqg ? 

If it really was, as it feems to have been, 
. the prevailing opinion of thofe times, that 

the world was felf-exifient, independent and 
~ternal; then the Almighty, ~o afiure and 
~opvillce rh~m that h~ both made and go-

, 

Lord .llARRINGTON in his Expofitian of I Pet. iii. 17-Z!, 

makes it extteme1y probahle, that all Noah's fans, &c. were dii
obedient and irreligiau~ till they entered into the ark-where 
the;; reformed uild became penitenr. Mifcell. Sacra, vol. iii. p. 190' 

, . . 
1l0le red. f. i O• 

verned 
\. " ' 

, 
• 
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verned it, did, as it were, unmake it again: 
inverting its laws, and aboliihing its order. 
. . As we have fome reafon to believe, that 
that 'Woler and air were their chief divinities; 

• 

fo we accordingly find, that God made them 
the chief infiruments of his wrath and ven
geance. 

As the earth was perhaps dl:eemed the 
. mother of the gods- of thofe animal, rep
tile, and vegetable deities, that fublifted OIl 

its furface; fo the Lord defiroyed the carlh 
and its produCts, together with every ani
mal; fuch only excepted as were pre[erved 
in the ark for the reitoration of the fpecies. 

And left the fOilS of Noah thould attri
bute this terrible execution to the agency 
and power of fome falfe deity k, God foretels 
them that himfelf would do it, and fpecifies 

• 

i . the time .and manner of it. "After feven, 
! . days, behold I· .. " 110t allY of your imagi-
! . nary deities but" I J EIlOVAH do bring a 

fleth, wherein is the breath of life, from 
• 

It See If. -lIlviii. S. 

• L 3 \1l1der 
• 

• 
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• 

under heaven. . Every thing that is iri the 
earth fhall die 1." 

, 

This marvellous . event' therefore, the . , 

avowed work alid Dperatioil' .of God,did llOt 
• • • • 

'only ferve to enforce on theiriniilds a lh'ong 
• 

'convidion of his fupremacy and power ; but 
carried alfo a fellfible confutation of alI thofe 

, , 

impious alld tatal opinions,' on ,which the 
'anciel~t idolatry was fou.nded. It deaiJy 
· fhewed, thatJ EHOV AH had nD rival: and flnce 

· tD him only belonged glory, dominion, and 
· power; fo to him only fh.uld' be; give-n 
woralip, adoration, and praife.; .. 

1 have no occafion tD obferve, for it is ex-
, ' . 

, tremel y vifible, with what. irrefifrible:for~e 
, this punilluheut of the wicked, -by the very 
things wh~reillthey had fi~lied, mufr operate 

· on the mihds'of Noah's family, who w~re , 
eye-witndfes ot it:' how~t ni~l~ ,awaken their 

, attention; fill 'them with:- the' mofr awful 
, ideas of God's holinefs 'and 'pUl;ity; convince 

.. , • " .~.~ • -,,' 1 • ,' ... 

them oflus unchangeable iverfion to fin, and 

, 

; abhorrence of its abettors '; and confequentiy 
deter them from the like provocations. For 
• 

, 1 Gen. vi. 17.-vii. 4, 10 • , .. 
, whatever 

• 
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o 0 

:whatever preftimption the long-fuffering of 
God might have l10uriihed before in the 

o 

breafrs of daring and hardened finners; yet 
o • 

now, the vain hopes of efcaping his ,-enge-
allCe, otherwife than 0 by repentance and 
a good life, roufr all neceffatily vallifh . 0 

mull: all die, ~bforbed and buried in the 
common wreck of the ihattered world. 

If we limit the defign of Provid(;:tlce in 
this tremendOlls event, to the bare deftruc-

o 

. tion ofthofe \\'ho perifhed; I can fee no 
• 

. good. feafon, I own, why the peity ihould 
ute ftlcha complicated 0 method, and fum-

o mon allthe elements, to put it in execution; 
"fince, without thefe, they might have 

, faUen down with one blafr, being perfecuted 
Dr vengeance, and fcattered abroad with the 
breath of his powir m:" .much lefs can I ac
c{)unt, .why the earth was demoliihed; and 
every .living creaturedeftroyed. But, if we 
view' this tranfatlion in: the lightit is here 
placed ~ and confider it as moreover intended 
to co.,eft the erroursof them .that were pre
ferved; then every circumfiance will carry 

, 
11\ \Vifd. xi. zoo • 

L4 with 

• 
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with it its ufe and beauty; and the whole 
will appear to have been ordered and con
dutl:ed according to the rules of confummal'e 
wifdom. 

Having thus feen the intent and proprie\y 
of this difpen£1tion, with regard to the ftate 

, und condition of the world, at the time when 
Providence brought it to pafs; it now 0I11y 
remains, that we draw fi'om it the proper in
ference, refpetl:ing ourielves and our own 
times. For fuch is the nature of thofe dif
penfations, which are recorded in Scripture; 
and fo widely are they extended by that 
unity of deugo, which runs through them; 
that the events which happened in the ear
lieft ages "are profitable for corretl:iOll and 
inftrutl:ion in righteoufnefs n," even to the 
lateft generations. The things tilat hap
pened to the (lntediluvitmJ, carried their in

" flucnce down through the FLOOD, and are 
. meant. to operate. to the CONFLAGRATION. 

, 

, u They happened to them for enfampJes; and 
. . Olre written for' our admonition 0:" "to the 

'. n 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
, , 

.. lear.X.II. 
• 

, llltent, 
• 

• 
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iutent, that we ihould not luft after evil 
things, as they formerly lu£l:ed P : 0" to the 
intent, that we might learn wifdom at their 
expenee-; nor prefume to follow them in the 
ways of difobedience; "confidering the 
end," the difa£l:rous end, " of their conver
fation'1." 

Irreligion and idolatry, profanenefs and 
immorality are in their oWllllature, and ac
cording to the eftabliilied order of things, in
jurious and detrimental to man: and this 
confideration ought in reafon to put us upOl~ 
our guard againft them. But if neither the 
diaates of reafon, the admonitions of1'eve-

. lation, nor the inconveniences we feel in a 
wrong courCe, can prevail upon us to corred: 
our mifdoings; then God himfelf, as gover
nour of the world, is obliged to take us into 
his own hands; and to urge us with feverer 
and more extraordinary inflictions. How 
" fearful a thing it is to fall into the hands 
of the living God r," the inftance before us is 

P I Cor. x. 6. 
~ Heb. xiii. 7. 
r Heb. x. 31. 

7 

• 
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an alarming proof! But if I' they, who def-
pired" 'the antedilttvitm prophets1 and the lefs 

• 

perfeCl: "'-law" that was-then -given, " died 
'withot1l:~mercy;" ., of how much forer pu
:nifhinent, fllppofe ye;lhall he be thought 

• 

. worthy,: who hath trodden under foot the 
• 

SOil of God and hath counted the blood of 
'the COVillant, wherewith: he was filnClified, 

• -an . unholy thing. and' hath done defpite 
-\lnto'the {pitit of grace s ?" • 

That our hearts therefere mn ybe, preferved' 
, under ariawful'impreffion of the divine judge-

• • 

-ments; . let us' frequently meditate on- thofe 
· difplaj~ 'of them, which are fet before us in 

, . 

· the holy ~Scrfptures. And when we refie&:, 
• 

· th:ifthe ,,' old world," for the wickednefs .. 
'of:its- 'inhabitants,. "perifhed by water;" 

. , 

'. let '115 alfo-remember,' that "the prefe/lt 
• • 

" world· i~ .. Kept ih fiore, referved uilto)irt 
· ~n(\ thC~lay of judgment; and'the per;. 

• • 

: dit1on:::o~ ungodly men~." 
, . 

• < ',M'i&Ht'l.ee'the one element will as-certainly 
diffolve " the world that noW is," as ever the 

• Heb. x. ~8, 19. 

t z Pet. iii. 6, 'i' 

• 

• 

\ 

• 

• 

other 

• 
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other deluged " the world that then was;" 
let us endeavour, like Noah, by keeping the 
ways of truth and piety, to fecure the pro
tea-ion and favour of God; that, when the 
time comes, we may finally ,like him, be 
fafely guarded, ~ond{laed and admitted into 
" that new heaven and new earth- ," into 
that glorious and eternal kingdom, which 
God hath prepared for them that lore him; 
and ".in which dwelleth righteoufilefs," 
peace, joy and happinefs for ever-more. 

Now to God the Father, &c. Amm. 

S E R-
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GEN. xi. ver. 04- 8. 

And they foid, Go to, let tiS build fir a city, ami 
a tower, whoJe top may reach unto hea'iJtlt; 
and let us make us a name, ltft we be featterea 
abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 

And the Lord came down to .fee the city and 
the tower, which the chtldrm of men builded. 

And the Lord laid, Behold, the people is one, 
and they have all one language; and this 
they begin to dll: and now 1zothtitg will be 
riflrained from them, which they have ima-: 
gined to do. 

Go to, let us go down, and there c01ifound their 
language, that they may not underjiand one 
fftzQ/her's fpeech. 

, 

So 

- . 
-

" 

, 
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So the Lord fcattered them ahroad from thence 

upon the face of all the earth: and they lift 
rff to build the city. . 

. E N Npah was langed Qn th~ pre
.' fent earth, and happily faw his 

piety rewarded with Juch an amazing in
fiance of divine favour; there is no room to 

• 

doubt, but that he made religion his chief 
concern, and zealoufly propagated it among 
his pofterity. Thofe religious notiom and . . , 

euftoms ", which hIs 16ns and their ·dtfceil-
• 

«ants tarried down along with them into the 
feveral cQuhtries ih which they fettled, are 
inconieibble proofs of hii care and diligence 
in this tefpecr. 

nut, notwithftanding tQe feverity of God 
• I • ~-

in puniihing the ·fins of the' old wbrld, and 
the induftrjl of Noah ii} providing for the 

• 

lr'lilruCl:iotJ of tile new;· yet mankind in a 
. - . . 

th'6rt ~ime degenerated again; and funk apace 
• • 

towards the fame fiate of depravation, that 
. . . . ... . 

• 

• 

• Such as ,1<: notions of l~it1lian by /.urificc; <if a Mrd/Iltor 
between"Gol and mill, &c; the cullom ot fairifi(iitg; ind the 
obfervation of thefo6QR!h, or keepisg'bu!; tbe.Prmii1J day, &c. 

. 6 'l\1C 

• 
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we have reprefentcd them to have been i~ 
• • • 

• 

, 

before the flood. 
Now, that the world iliould degenerate fo 

faft, and forget (0 Coon the firft principles of 
true religion, is what [eems, in the opinion 
of a noble author, to be utterly incredible~ 
But his opinion of things would have been 
very different, had he read the Scripture, 
as he ought. to have done, with lefs preju
dice, and with more attention. For then 
he would have found it fo fat from being 
"impoilible, for any man in his fenfes to 
believe, that a tradition, derived from God 
himfelt~ would be 10ft, in the cour[e of [0 

few generations, amongft the greateft par~ 
of mankind; or, that polytheifin and ido.,. 

• 

latry ihould be eil:ablilhed on the ruiI)s of it 
in the days of Serug, before thofe of 
Abraham, and fo foon after the deluge x. '~ 

that, on the contrary, every m~n iv. his [eofes, 
who confiders the tendeucies and operations 
of things, mtlfr neceffarily cO~lclude frQm the 
account which the facreQ hifiQr~all has given 
us, that [uch corruptions would take place; 
• 

" Lord BOL I XGERoK .. 'a W9fks., vQI.IV. E,i£Iy -fl. p.20. 

and, 

• 
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and, Hnlefs prevented by fome extraordinary 
providence, be likely to extirpate the know
ledge and worihip of the true God from off 
the face of the whole earth. 
, It ihall therefore be my bufinefs in this 
Difcourfe, to explain, in the 

Firft place, how thefe corruptions came 
• 

to be introduced; or, in other words, how 
• • 

idolatry and wickednefs came to fpread and 
prevail in the world fo very foon after the 
deluge. 

And, when they did prevail, to thew, 
in the 

• 

Second place, how excellently well the 
miracle of the text, the confufioll of lan
guages, was adapted to check their il1creafe 
and progrefs. 

When the deluge had retired, and the 
ground was become capable of freth cultiva
tion, God, for the encouragement of Noah, 
to proceed with alacrity in that necefiary 
work, declared, ,that, notwithfranding the 
future provocations of men, he was fully 
determined, never to defiroy the earth again, 
in the manner he had now done. Bur, as 

there 

•• 
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there appeared then 110 evil ill the world, 
Noah perhaps might \voncler, whence thole 

• 

fnture, provocations could arile; or what 
could pofiibly give oecati.on to them. Hence 
therefore the declaration, \It the i:lme time 
that it brought him the afiurance he wanted, 
Jed him to the knowledge of the point he 
fought. For thus (lid the Lord "I will 
ilOt again curfe the gmund any more for 
mall's jjlw; though the imagination of man's 

• 

heart is evil from his YOUTH y." Now here; 
• 

when the fiJjl claufe, "I will not again 
curfe the ground," conveyed to Noah the 

, 

11cce11ary confolation; for what other pur~ 

pofe, but for his information concerning the 
introduB:ion of evil, could the latter claufe 
be added? And what eIfe, in due coni1:ruction 
of language; could he reafonabl y ullderltand 
by it, but that, though iniquity had not 
fpruug forth, yet God faw the latent feeds 
of it lurking in the heart of one of his fOllR? 
or rather, as it fhould [eern by the tllrn of 

1 Gen. vii. ;! 1. 

VOL. 1. M the 
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the expreilion, lurking in the heart of hi~ 
youngefl fon, Ham '. 

As this fenfe of the pailage frands fllP
ported by the grammatical conftruClion, fo 
is it confirmed by the event tf1at followed. 
For we advance but a little way £11tner' in 
the courfe of this hiftory, before we difcover 
a ftrange pcrverfenefs in the condua of Ham: 
before we difcover thofe feeds of iniquity, 
which had hitherto lain dormant in his heart" 
burfiing out at once into a iliameful irre'fc
rCFlce towards his fathe)'~ and horrid impiety 
againft God:' irreverence to his father, in 
openly expofing and deriding l1is naked
nefs a impiety againft Goer, by his taking 

, 

'oecafion from then'Ce, as the Jewifh writers 
interpret the a8:ion, to make the promife of 
the Meffiah a fubje8: of ridicule. 

This was a crime of an heinous nature:

as it evidently arofe fram a fpirit of infiJc
'Ety; tended to defeat the p\up(!)fe of Fro
vidence; and alfo to defrroy the hopes of 
the world. It ,vas therefore a crime th.1t , 

z G . en, lX • .2 4. 
'. • Ibid. 22. 

, 

• 
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t1eferved to be fevere1y pl.l!lifhcd. A\d a('~ 

t:ordingly God, having obviated the 111i(

'chiefs of it by u repetition of the promife to 
Shem and Japhtth, paficd upon Ham a 
.judgment fuitabJe to h:s protmenefs and ili1-

piety. He cut him oft- frain the b1eiling he 
had defpifed; ill1d devoted his poD:erity to 
the grievous curfe of being" fervants of 
fervants to their brethl"cn b." 

Whetl Ham and his pbD:erity found thefu
felve3 under this malediCtion, ailel clear! y dc-

• 

ferted of God; it is natural to conclude, that 
they, in their turn; deferted him; and to
tally renounced his religion and fervice: It 
is natural to conclude, that in their fubfe
qtient fcparatidt1 froth the reD: of their bre
thren, who were noW become odious to thenl, 

they chafe fat thcI11feives new gods, as their 
guides abd proteCl:6rs iii their new fettle-

, 

me11t. They fettled; it !hould feem, firfl: 
in Arabia; commonly fiiled in Scripture, 
" the Eqjl." But where-ever they fettIed, 
they carried with them a fenie of the curle: 
and that fenfe \vould naturally prompt them 

b Ge~ "1" "r '7 ", .. I •• "1., ... )~""_ • 

M1.. to 
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to provide againll: it, as well as they couleT. 
The bell: provifion they could perhaps think 
Elf, might be the cxercife of arms: to which 

, 

therefore, it is to be fuppofed, they would 
apply them[elves in a [pecial mnnner. And 
hence they might Coon become, as the hifiory 
tells us they did become, " mighty ones in 
the earth c." Confeious oitheir own firength~ 
and elated perhaps with the appearance of fe
emity, they might think now of revedillg 
the doom; and inll:ead of fubmitting to be 
fubjeCl: to their bre~hren, might arrogalltlyat
tempt to bring their brethren into fubjeCliOl1 
to them:fel yes. , 

Thus one would reafon 011 the principles 
of nature. And in exaCt conformity to this; 
train ofreafoning, Mores ailures us, that they 
aaually "made a jOl1rney,'~ that is, a war
like expedition,. " from the Eaft d;" pailed 
ElVer the Euphrates; and violemtly fei,zed ani 

-" the land of Shinar, H whiclv,vas part of the 

C Gen. x. 8. 
-- 01 Gen. xi. z. where the word 17D) lignifies not only to jbllr

?II)" but to jOllrnry with an f.-,jli{~ ili/(lit. Sec J).-\ liDUZ on the 
,'. . . 

&'1Iel. ch. xvii. 5. 
- 1 -l,ll,lerlt2<n ce . . 

, 

-
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i.nheritance of the {ons of Shem. The inha
bitants of this land they {oon fubdl1ed: and 
then, in the true fpirit of policy, built cities 
.or forts at convenient diftances, to awe, and 
keep them in proper fubjeBion. "From 
hence they went out into Afiyria e;" made 

.' there the like conqueft; and built cities with 
the like intent -to [ecure the fidelity and 
obedience of ~he vanquifhed f. 

This was a deep-laid fcheme; exceHently 
calculated to fupport their tyranny; and 
therefore worthy of the hiftorian's notice, 
hOwever it may have e[caped the notice of his 
readers. The author of this {cheme (planned, 
by the bye, as an introduCtion chiefly to a 
(till more dai'ing one) was Nimrod, the 

~ Gen. 'X. II. See the marginal reading; the Targ. of ONK£-

1.0" and of JON. B. UZIEL; BaCHAR T. Phaleg lib. iv. c. xii. 
r. 2i 9, &c. Others, following the reading of the tel(t, maintain 
that Ahur built Nine,ch, and not Nimrod. 

f If we fuppofe Ninus to be the fame with Nimrod, the main 
lines of this account, however ditlorted, may yet be traced in the 
hinary ofCtefias, copied by Diodorus Si£ulllS, Biblioth. HiflOr. 
lib. ii. in principia. 

grandfoll 

• 
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grandfon of Ham; whom the Scripture fiiles. 
in our verfion, "a mighty h\lnter before 
the Lord G;" b\~t fome of the ancient illter
]Jreters of Scriptu.re, ,~ <\ mighty rryhel againfi 
the Lord h." . . 

That he was indeed a ~, rebel," his very 
nalJ!~ imp[iq3 i: and that his rebell\Oll COll-. 
flfl:ed principally ~n idolatry, is the general 
fuffi'age of all antiquity, That he conveyed 
his ~dotlt\ous principles and praClices into 
every place, where he carried his ~rms} is 
~lOt only probable fr~)ln, the early cufio~, 
whi<;h ob.tained in ~he world, of obliging 
the conquered nations to embrace the reli
giO~l of th~ conquerors ~ bl,lt ~s inCO\lte(lllbly 

• 

, Gen. x. 9' 

h The JeruG11em Targul1l, as a1fo that of JON. B. U~IEL, 
tran(Jates the words thus-:Ipfe (Nimro.d) incepit elfe potens in 
peccatQ, et ad rebcllundlln] coram DominQ in terrq. Vid~ in 
Gen. )c. S. Ita LXX. r:')'%~ "".1;" <vetil. 

i The name ii:l Nimrod comes from "'"\0 rebelluvit, ar,J 
• 

was gi,ocll him by his enemies, the A{j~'rilns, who were defcended 
li'OI11 Shcm. Iiis priur nam~, among hiJ OWl} peop.Ie, was pre
b.ibly 7:":1 or ?~, f..lal or Bel; anti that o,f hi; city 7~ j'"\':l 
ncth~B,,-'l-to hoth \\ hich Il:lme.~ reliwt1:ivcly th~re {eems tp be-i 

~ect1 and c!o:c ~{~!~:!J.~;l !il the l~ufi.;(ltl.~nt words "J ~nd '.J.j. 
. -

• 

certill\i 
• 

. , 
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'Certain from the traces we find, and the ac· 
counts we read of him, in ancient authors. 
It is exprefly (lid, that he taught the Chal. 
(leans, Pedians, and Aifyrians the worlhip 
of FIRE k; and, that he introduced among 
them the ufe and exercifeof magical arts· for 
which he was highly celebrated by the 
MAGI. A plain proof how very £lft, ancI 
extcnuvely wide, his idolatrous inftitutio.ns 
prevailed in the worl.d. 

Now, as thefe pra8:ioes and opinions pre .. 
vailed, the true religion mull: of courfe ded 
clille: and more tfpeciaHy in thofe regions 
that were {ubje8: to the dominion of this in
fidel tyrant. But thofe were chiefly the re· 
gions inhabited by the defcendants of Sh.em : 
which leads us to account, in a veryeafy 
ll;lallper, for that hitherto unaccountable 
pl1reoomenon, " The early corruption of this 
iacred line; even in its purefl: and moil: 
facred branch." For it. is not improbable, 
but this zealous idolater might, as the Jeru .. 
f~I.em Targnmift declares he did, make a 

. • CLEMENT. RCCollnit.lib. 1. § XXX. CLEMENT. Homil,IX, 
§ iii, iv. &0. Chron. Alexand. et EliTYCII. Annal. 

<l.ecree 
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decree anlong the people, " that they {11otild 
everJ:-where renounce the religion of Shem~ 
and embrace his own infritutiQns I." . 

But Nimrod's projeCl: did no.t terminate 
here. He had frill farther and more perni
ciolls views. What he had gained by his 
{"word, and introduced by his pow~r, he de
ligned to. m:1intain, cenfirm and perpetuate, 
His intentien, in {hart, was, to ferm an uni
verfal empire; and to fettle and efrabliili his 

•• • 

religion and government among all people. 
In pur[uance of this deiign, when he had 
finiilied his cenql1efrs (fer (uch is the natural 
erder of thing~, and therefore the real order 
of the biHary) he fixed his eyes cn Babel; 
,vhich, as it " was the hginning," he de-

. . 

termined now to make alfo the cilpital, ~, of 
his kingdom m." Accerdingly he enlarged 
and impreved it, as a fit (eat for ~he civil 

I ,), 'Pli1i, i1:1? '~M1. Et di,it ei;, "Recedite a" 

rcligione ~cm~ et adhxrClc ad inftitula 1'limrod." Vide in 
Oen. x. 9, • . 

'" Gen. x. 10. See :Ilio CnslAs. ap. Dron. SicuJ. ubi 
fllpm. Whofe ~hief maul i" t~at he miftook Ninevc~ lor BlIbet 
Qr 13abylo:l! 

• 

ITIi\gi ftrate ; 

• • 
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m"r,:ruatc; and therein efiabliihed a civil 

L' 

, , 
"A','r,Wl(,';!. He likewife built a tower ill 

, 

" "',vhc,lt top (not might reach, as we 
: ,c:rpohte, bllt) was conJecrated, to the 
l,'"~l\, ':; n;" that is, to the heavenly bodies, 
;lnd p~1rt nlLu'ly to the su~; and ta provided 
for t:,,: fU:lport of religion. That this tower 
w 15 iiltcnded for religious ufe, the altar on 
its top is a plain indication. ' And, though 
the rea[on ailigned for its pyramidal form, as 

peiqg a proper rep ref entation of the fpiring 
11ature of flame or fire, may perhaps be the 
refinement of later ages; yet, it clearly fhews 
that, in the opinion of thofe ages, it was 
originally built for a temple of the SUN 0, 
whore i)'mbol is fire, that very element, 
which the builder of this tower firll taugh~ 

, 

" Gen. xi. 4 • 
• Ih~~QDOT us obicn'es (Lib. I. c. lSI, IS 3.) that the tower 

of Babylon was [;,~red to Bn, i. c. to the su II. See p. 114. 
note i. And that [;lcrifi~es were offered to him on the great 
altar in the upper fiory. The pyramids of Egypt, built by this 
yery people, I mean the defccndants of Ham, were deligned for 
the fame purpofc; ,·iz. for'ru:plcs, as wdl asjipuldJI'Cs. Whence 
that of the 1X)ct, Votaquc Pyramidum celfas folvl!l1tut ad aras • .. 
~f(: !jl9r~ in T.~I'O~ ofEolal',)" ch. iv. p. 42, <'c. ' , 

the 

, 
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the nations to worihip; and now intended 
they 1hould worihip for ever. 

Such was his grand projeCt. And in order 
to bring his people the more readily to em
brace this project, he art6.:11y told them.-, 
that it was the only way" they could mak~ 
themfeives ,a namePj" the only way they 
could advance themfclves to dignity and re
nown; and maintain their fnperiority over 
the reft of the world that, if they broke 
this league and union, and divided into fe
parate parties, they would fall into the {nare 
that was laid for them q j would be eauly 
vanqui1hed in that fiate of di[perfioI}; and 
10, heing made {laves to their brethrel), 
wo~lId become an igl~()ble and nmneie./s race. 

r Gen. xi. 4. FacialllIJJ "obis Olt' 1101llen; f,lmam, celebl'ita
fern. Sic, Gen. vi. 4. Illi haDes afimlo OWit 'It'J~ ~'iri 1i0-

millis; nobiles, celebres. Job xxx. 8. Filii Olt' ~7:l abjqllt 
• 

1Iomine; nullius nominis? ignobiles. SCHINDLE". Lexie. ifl ra" 

dice it~lt'. 
. 

~ For Jofephus'fays, TIg",..1iO,,,.,,,,!. ri r.:xf:""'" .,.~,.,.ii Ci;).~ ')I'';' 

fL-" •. T. A. " that to their difobcdicnce to the dh'ine ,yill, they 
added the filfpiciqD, that they were therefore orderi:d to fend out 
ftparate colonies, that, being divided arunder, they might the 

• 

more cafily be oprretred." Antiq. Jud.lib. I. c. iv. § I. 

. , 

Th' .. l~ 
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This, it [eems, worked on their minds, 

;J.nd engaged them all in that bold undertak.., 
ing r; which, had it not been interrupted by 
heaven, wO\.lld certainly have been accom· 
plithed in a thort time. For when they 
had once made this beginning, "there was 
nothing," humanly fpeaking, (as they were 
all of one language and one mind) ~'that 

~ould refl:rain them from doing whatever 
they farther imagined to do '." They were 
!l {hong and warlike people; and, having a1 .. 
ready acquired great conquefts, would {oon 
have brought otlwr nations (ignorant of 
arms, and intent only all the cultivation of 
~he earth) fubjeCl: to their authority and 
power: and all thefe nations, thus fubdued, 
tbey would eafily have incorporated in~o one 

r Here it may be ncce!Tary to apprize tIle reader, that I dD 
not think Nimrod's people, viz. the defcendants of Ham, to be 
rhe OIl!:; people engaged in this attempt: l/J{//!y of tqe other 
line" and efpecially of the line of Shem, whom he had lately 
• • 

conquered, probably joinccl themfelves to him; admiring his for-
tune, flate, and magnificence. But the principal agents were his 
pwn people. . 

. I' . 6 . pen. Xl. ~ 
• • 

general 
• 
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general empire; by that ftrongdl: band of 
tmion, the general eftabli!hment of the fame 
civil and religious infiitutions. 
- Now, had' this defign taken'plac:e, and 
been dfeClualIy carried into execution; the 
whole purpofe of Providence, with regard 
to the world, would have been utterly crofie:d 
and defeated. For the union of mankind 
\lnder one monarchy would, of courfe, have 
prevented their difperfion; at leaa: for a con
fiderable time; Nor would it then have pro
teeded in that orderly manner, in \vhich God 
had directed ina be carried on. In the mean 
while, the efiablilhment of idolatry by law 
would' have foon fllpprefied, and at length 
extinguiihed, the true religion . . And then, 
impiety and immorality of every kind (,11-
.ready, doubtlefs, but too rife among them) 
.would have continually increafed, and ex
tended their contagion: and this concerted 
'"miverfal empire \\'Quld llccefiarily have 
become one horrid fcene of univerfal wicked-. . 

I R 1 ., & 1 II d' ffi ••• . eve. exr.mlOeo, c. vo.. • 1 ert. lll. p. 99, &c • 
• When 

. , 
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When the adjuftment of things" not only 

pointed, but had begun to operate to this 
dcUruCtive end; it is furely 110 more than 
what reafon leads us to expeCt, that God, 
in cOqlpaffion to mankind, as well as in vin
dication of his own authority, iliould gra
cioufly exert his, power, and employ fuch 
mc:ans as his wifdom {bould direa, to defeat 
fo ruinous a projeCt. Agreeably therefore to 
this expeB:ation, the Lord is reprefented as 
corning down from heaven "to fee the city 
and the tower "to infpeB: the fcheme of 
religion and govermnmt "which the chil~ 
dren of men," then: daring infidels, " hact 
planned and ereB:ed." And finding it fo C011-

traryto the real inter eft and happinefs of 
mankind, he immediately enters into this 

,f,efolution : "Go to, let us go down, and 
there confound their language, that they 
may not undedl:and one another's fpeech. 
So the Lord fcattered them abroad from 
thence," fays the text, " upon the face of aU 
the ,earth:, and they left off to build the 
cityu." And by what means he effe8:ed their 

,- Gen, xi, i, 8, 
, 

difpedlon, 
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difperfion, is more particularly explained il1 

the following verfe: "Therefore is the 
name of the city called Babel," (viz. confo· 
jon) " becau[e the Lord did there confound 
the language of all the earth: and fron'! 
thence did the Lord fcatter them abroad on 
the face of all the earth X:" that is, when 

. God, by the confullon of their language, 
had divided them into di{Hlltl: tribes; the 

, 

" 

natural confequence was, that thofe tribes, 
fepar:tting from e<tchother, formed themfelves 

. into fo many difiinB: nations; and finally 
fettled in difrinCl: parts of the world Y. 

Aild here, it is worth our while to obfervc, 
in thli 

Second place, How apt an infiance this is, 
as well of the wifdom, as of the power of 
God: where we fee it fo amazingly fitted itl 
every refpeCt to the circumfrances of things, 
'and the proceedings of this people: fitted Co 
defeat and overthrow their [cherne', fitted 
to convince them of their folly and madllefs 

• 

in concerting it ' and equally fitted to de· 

Z Gen. ix. 9. 
1 HEiTIJEUS apud EIiSEli. Pc; Ev. lih.ix. cap. IS. 

• liver 

" 

, 



• • 

S E R M 0 N VII. 175 
liver the world from the mifchiefs intended 
by if. 

As their {cheme was planned, in defiance 
of heaven, to keep tTlem dofe and united to
gerher, in order the better to obvIate the 
curfe that was denounced againH: them; 
what can we conceive more effeCl:ll~llly 

adapted, to render them (enGble of the ab
furdity of their attempt, than this firange 
confution of their language? ' whereby the 
Almighty d:funitcd them again; and fo re
duced them to that divided fiate, which muft 
necefiarily expofe them to the whole weight; 
of the malediction? And that this was ef
feC1:ed by the hand of God they mull needs 
perceive from the nature of the tranfaC1:ion. 
For as their language (to fpeak at the lowen:.) 
{'ould be confounded only, by dividing it 
into feveral dialeCls; and giving their organs 
a new, infiantaneous ply, diverily adapted 

. to the difterent infietl:iolls, tones, and modi
fie:ations of thofe feveral dialeCts %; fo the 

• aCtual 

= ValiJus, I klo;\', are lh; fentiments of the lenrn:d on t!iis 
f.,objd. ii10!\ d th:m, t.owe7er. admit-that th~ language oE 

th:;re 

• 
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aCl:ual introduCl:ion of fuch cotlfuhon mua 
evidently be the refult of divine power:. a 
power which ihewed them, in this infrance 
as in many others, how eafy it was for him; 
" to make the devices of the people of none 

• 

eifeCl:, and bring to nought the counfels of 
.. . " prmces ' .. 

And as they united together; not only for 
their own defence, but alfo with Ii. view at 
reducing the pofrerity of Shem and J apheth 
under the power and dominion of their fole 

• 

monarchy in confequence of which idola· 
try and wick~dne(s mufr have i:;creafed 
among them; what furer method could 
Providence contrive, to free the world fronl 

the tyranny of Nimrod; to rellore it back to 
• 

thefe builders was certainly rOI!"'lmd~d. And as tbe degree of 
confufion here fpecified, was fufficient to anfiver the end propofed; 
fo, that it was in reality no greater, the radical afjilJi!y, !till fub
filling between the (everal orielltalhmguages, feerns to IRe to be a 

plain proof. Confult Is. CAB UB. in Aciverf.1riis, De Lingua. 
rum Conflljiottt. Many are of opinion, that "c·w languages were 
now introdu<:ed. But furely there is a great deal of difference be. 
lweenformllig nF'JJ languages (of which the Scripture fays not:a 
word) and COlifolJlld,iJg tbat which \\"as before in ufe. 

a pr. xxxiii. 10. 

5 . . its 
• , 

'. 

, 
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its primeval divifions; and to hinder its 
being corrupted in any higher degree from 
that quarter, than this which he now em-

, 

ployed? For by thus confounding the lan-
guage of Nimrod and all his adherents, and 
tnereby dividing them into feparate, enfeebled 
parties; God did not only _open a way for 

. -' , 

the conquered nations to affert their liberty, 
arid migrate. accordjng to' the patriarchal 
appdintment; . but he like~ife cut off, in'a. 
grearmeafure; all farther conneCtion, iriter
'courfe,: and cdml~unicatiot1 between them . . . 

and:: this wicked people; and'~ven betwe:en 
the fever~l divifions of this v~!,jr peopie them
fdves: 'which~' muft·· ileceffinlly . reft~ain the 

, . ' , 

overflowings of iniquity, ,'bY' dividing the 
Current, 'and reducillg it :intO t1arrower 

. ,',' bounds. ,..,. I .. , . 

. '. . 
, But this is not all; . For tlkjudgment ''Ie 
are ilOW confidering, however feVere,' was 

, . 

mercifully calculated as well to 'improve this 
wretched people,: as to bIers Ja1idbenefinhe 
reft of the world. In corifequence of the 
confufion, they, di~ ided,' of' coutfe, into [6 

VOL. 1. Nmany 
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inallY diftinCl: and difFerent focietie6~ a$ ther~ 
\-vere ditteren~Jallg~ages fr~ok(lll among thein~ 
Now, as thefe tcveral focieti~&, (fcparating, I 

" . 
apprehend, ,under a diyillC impulf{l, and there-
fore according tothedivine4eftgnation)~uld 
forni thcmfelves, whenever: they feuled; into 
dift1nct gov~rp~n.~~,.ullder. th-ctr: feve{l\~ 
heads; .to the{~; feveral. governments·muft 
~ltceil'adfy ·c,~ntr(b.~te', i~~.,v~qry~mil1eflt de-~ 
gree,to the reftratnt of vice, tmd the ,ad· 

o I _ ( .-

vaqcemellt of yirtlle~ For, ~~~l!g cellftitu~ 
tionaily obiiged, each of.th~m,: t@ ptovtde 
for' 't~e' general good; t~'ey mull:, i :Ddedi 

" , , . . 
take care, that the condua and hehav,ioulr 

"'" "" 

of every h;di~id~al {bould cGlnfpire 'to the-
~elfare and happine,(s of th~ wh(>le:.,· ,But 
the weifa~ of every fociety: ,depends, in 

, , . 

a' 'fpedai manner, on the peace and bar~ 
.]DOl)Y, . OR the courag~ ,and fidelity" and 
on ,the illd~hfJ' tempe~llce.and frugality; 
which reif;l1 }mong ,thof~Jy:hQ ,oompofe.it. 
A~ld therefore the members. of fuch new~ 

, . . , . . , ' 

to::med . ftate-s" ~~ft, and we' Jl~ppofe did, 
zealoufiy . cultivate, and diligendy ex~rt 

. . - . ' , 

... J tbefu 
" " .. '• 
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thefe necefiiuy yir~ues for their .. own at!-
vantage. 

Add to this, that t4e very jealoufies and 
emulations which mua unavoidably arire be. 
tween fiate and fi~te ; the necellity of defend
ing themCelves one againa another; and the 
ambition of equallil)g or excelling each other: 
Thefe muft keep them conftantly on their 
guard, and attentive to the ftritl:eft diCej· 
pline b.' And a3 they were, Oil the one h~nd, 
forcible means to w~th-hold them from every 
thing bafe and injurioull; [0 were they, . on 
the other, .as powerful incentives to great, 

• • 

, 

noble, and praife-worthy aCtions, And what-
e~er, bejtremembered, was gail}ed hereby 
to the account of virtue, was fo ,much mor<;: 
than G<)Qld pollibly have beell obtained, had 

• 

the world continued, as ,~-as 110W projeCted; 
,under the loofe adminiftration of one gene~ 
.ral empire. ' 

But this divifi.on of nation); carried, with 
~tanother advOlnt,age; and became fuhfer.'! 

. , 

~ BUItNliTT'S B. Lea. vol. n. p. '31. Svo. 
• • 
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inany cliftintl: and clilfere~t ., liS ther¢ 
were difte~el;fJ~I~g~ages fpokcm among them. 
'~ow, as thefe feveral focieti~8 (feparating, I 
apprehend, ,uil.de,r acliyin,e impulf~; Md there .. 
rore a~cordlng toth~divi~1~4e(rgnati()n}would 
l~fT~~hemfe~v,es, w}Wllcvet; ~h~y f~t~led; . into 
<1illmCl: gove.rpq¥,!~fs,. .¥I~der :th~r: feve~fI;~ 
he~ds; (o)¥~(~l~v~ra~. g<?v~r_nmel1rs ,muft 
~l~ceIrarHy c:ontri?.~te, in~'Yl~ry~mi~flt de-~ 
gree,.to the t:eftrilintof vice" tUld ,Ih~,,~ 

, \.\~.. ' " '0:. ' • 

vaqcem~nt of virtue~. F Qr~ ~~ng (@nilitu-~ .,.... .' ,., 

tio~aiIy o~iijed" each or ,h~lfl,'to provide 
for"'Jl1e: general good;. trWY lnULl:: :ndedfi 

tak~ cilre, j~t the conduCtan4 ~hav.ioull 
of every i~lliv~d~l.ihould, ccpnfp.ire . to the 
~elfare an,d happillf,fs of ~~ wh:<>le,;', ,Rut 
~fie weifa~, of every (o:ciety: ,dtlpellds, in 

.. ,"! .' . . . 

a fpedal maruler ~ on the peace and, har~ 

mppy ': (o~ }be courag,tr !and . fidelity, ' and 
on.,i:he ,iildy~t;y ,. ,tempel'\u,lce. :!llld frugality t 
~,~,ich{ei,n ,~Ollg ,tb'O((U~hQ·;a>mpo.fejt. 
Alid therefore the members ; of fl:lch llew~ 
. , j , l~' __ .. ..1. • •• \ " " 

{on~ea . ftat~s. 'ql),ift, and . we', fllppofe did, 
-;!~~loufli, '~ulfivate, and:: cl~,igen~~y.ex~(t 

. ,,,"[.] . , . tbefe 
- J " .. ~~' 
• • 

, 
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thefe necefiilfY ~ir~4es for their .. own 3<l-
vantage. 

Add to. tpis, that tpe very jealoufies and 
emulations which mufr unavoidably arife be
tween frate and fr;lte ; the neceffity of defend
ing themfelves one againft another; and the 
artlbjt~9n of equalling or excelling each other: 

• 

Thefe mu11: keep them confrantly on their 
guard, and attentive to the ftriCtefr difci
pline b•.. And as they were, all the one h~nd, 
forcible me;lnsto with-hold them from every 
thing bafe. and inju riou$; fo were they, .. on 
the other, ,as powerful incentives to great, 

, ' 

• 

Doble, and praiCe-worthy aCtions. And what-
e~er, b~..it remembered, was gall).ed hereby 
to the account of virtu!!, was (o.much mor¢ 
than <;<;)~ld:poffibly have been obtained, had 

• 

the world continued, as \yas llOW projected, 
~nder .the loofe adminiftration of one gene~ . 
.tal empire., " 

But this divifion of nationjl carried. with 
~t 'arlOthe,r adVilJltage; aod became. fub[~r."! 

, . 
~ BIHtN"TT's B. Lea. vol. II. p. lSI. Svo. 
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-vienno a frill higher-eWd.- It laid the foiil~::' 
dation for a more natural, and more: equal 
difpei1fation bfthings;' ;F6r, under this cir
cumfiant~, -Ptbvidence:-tould difirihlJ.te- both 
rewards· and 'punifhmerits, in 1epafilte and 
'exaCt propo-rtion~, accQrding-to the deferts of 
every fiate. If anyfratc -'became;-fignally 
virtu6usabove its neighbours; 'God might 
-blefs it -with fignal favours, without its neigh-. - -

·bours partakiiig of the benefit: or, if it un-
happily flll1k illto vice and wickednefs, there 
"'as now ho -need of ailY immediate correc
tion from· above- ; but one people might be 
-raifed to corre&;and puniih the faults of ano
ther,'wlthoot the·defiruCtion of either. And 
if any people, i~ardlef5 of thefe flighter in
:fliCl:idns/:lhould continl.le frill iilcorrigibl y 
wicked, '-God· might fafe! y -tilt them oFF, 
without. any 'danger-of hl1l:ting -the· -refi'. 
Nay, their excifion would be attend<id with 
.t.hts falolhry- -t1fecr;. that it wouldi.ferveas a 
wariling and caution to others, not to offend 
I y (he li~e Grimes, for fear they {hould fall 

._.L. _ . . 

under the like - ptmi{hment. And all this~ 
. - -- , 

furcly, 

- -

--
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Emly, muft be no fmall 'check to the feduc;. 
ing influence of bad exatnples, and the de.' 
il:rut1:ive contagion of vice. .~ .~.. . 

Having ~hustraced the -rife :and pro~ 

grefs of idolatry and wick~thlefs- ill 'the 
fidc 'ages after the flood: Atld having 
aIfo explained how wifely and: properly the 
prefent difpeilfatiol1j the: confUtloI'f of lair: 
guages;. ;anti thedi(perfiOl) of natiOlls, was 
calculated; to rcftraitl this: g~owing im
piety:.;-,)ahd- t(}'~preferve . the kno~v}:edge of 
Godi'in-: the world; I have ollly: one re;. 
fle8:ioiFtomake ; and thaUTefle8:ion is 
this; that we !hould . never defpair of the 
final: fuccefs; and· firm efiablifuluent of. true 

religion.; It has. oeen indeed -often 'op-
• • • 

prefied ~ and -it may:be fo agam. But as 
it is .. the religion 6f' God, God, we may 
depelid, will proteCt and fupport- it. How~ 
ever unfavourable the circu-mftances of 
things may, adillles, appear;·' yet the- mar
vellous wifdom of Him, who has the go
vernment of the world in his h<!nds, and 
who is fo vifibly concerned ill the cau{r; 

N 3 of 
-
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of t,liis ,religion, will make "all things 
work togethEtr at 1aft" for its real "good" 
and advantage. If we look, at ,the time 
here Com.lIl~morated, to' ,;the city of Babel, 
end the' plains of Shinar; if we reflet\: 
on: the ~,d.e<;ree which' was then, made, . . , 

'~that pcopl¢ Jhould forfake the Ood of 
Shem, and call off his religion aIJd wor" 
fhip c {'the, profpea, it muO:' be '~~ned, is 
faq, and difroa1. 'But when we pur:fue th~ 

'. 

manifeftat~Qns of Proyide!~ce, and r,C(~nfider 
the.effe8:s of his ,fu~ftiquent oper~tii>ns; 
1¥hatcOriiforpnuftit afford ,us to find again 
at a futtlre 'period;} ,that froll) this very 
place~ and f(o'lP,: th~(e ,very plains" ther~ 
iffued fOfth: ,another 'decree, !hiCtlyrom~ 

JDallding " ~1l people~ llations~ and l~ng'uage~, 
to honour th~ God of the defcendants of - ' . .'.. . . 

Shem; allq to, confefs that He, q.lone: is 
. , 

'~he living: ,God, and ftedfaftfor ,ever; and 
" , 

his ,ki\lgQ()IIll . ~~at w4i~h ,~~ll llot, h,e de-
I ~royed? d.!,': ~ • " 

, , 

• See note (I) P" 168. . , 

, 

4 Dan. vi, :5, :6. ~h. iii'.;9: , .. ' ,. , . . , 
• 

, 



• 

S E R M 0 N VII. 183 
o Lord, how manifold are thy works! 

and how adorable art thou in all thy doings, 
o King of Saints! To Thee therefore, with 
the Son and Holy Ghoft, be afcribed, as is 
mofr due, aU honour and glory, &c. Amen. 

\ 

, 

• N-+ S E R· 

• 

• 
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• 

And the Lord Jaid unto'Ahram, Geuh(e out 
, of thy country, ond from. thy kindred, and 
from thy father's houfe, unto a land that 
I will )hew thee. .,' 

Ana [ wilhnake if thee a great nation, and 
.. ' [ wztl blefs thee, and make thy name great; 

and thou flalt be a blejjing. 
And [will blefs theli1. thatblefs thee, and curfe 

. .' ' '. . hzm that curfeth thee i: and 111 thee flall all 
families of the earth be bleJfed. 

, 
I -; 

• 

H 0 UG H the laO:-mentioned difpen
fation the confufion of languages, 

and • the difperfioll of nations 'confequent 
~hereupon gave fome check to the progrefs 
pf vice and idolatry; yet is it evident, from 

the 
• 
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the accounts we have of the fucceeding ages, 
that it did not entirely flop it. The depra
vation had been, alas! fa warmly fofiered, 
and h,aj gained, ~s we h,ave feen, f~ch growth 
and 'vigour, under the government of Nim .. 

• 

rod, that it frill furvived this fignal judg-
ment; and, fpreading itfelf with the {pread-

• 

ing nations, (oon pn~vailed over the whole 
world. For when the family of Shem, 
who.had:·peculil.lr. motives ,to i'\ttach them 
to,Qbd'i7:are known ·~o hav~ ~(\.vi.i1t~(I Very 
early c into the wpdhip lind fe~vice. of flj,lfe 

• • • 

deities; what elfe can we thillk. Q,f',tpereft 
• 

'of th.eriations, \vho manifeftly ~l1jQy~d 1Ilucl! 
fawer-advantages, bq~; that.th~y aceordingly 
funk into groffer idolatrierr .' ... 

When ~ankind,. thus' univCffaUy .. im7 
• 

merfed.ioidolatry, had loft th~ knQwl~dge 
of God and his religion; hpw p~!;(\fiary was 
it for their real happinefs, that forne new 
meafui-d lhould be employed, to bring them 
ba.ek to the.recognition of his foveJ'eignty, 
and the obfcrvance 'of his pure worlhip t 

." " • • • 

. e J.n abQ\lt 400 years after the flood) for which we have ac-
coull~ed ill the'l"I1t'dilcourfe, p. I&,. . 

·But 
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But to refrore at once the true religion, and 
to- preferve it in any degree of purity, among 
a world of people fo thoroughly depraved, 
would certainly have been a difficult',' if not 
indeed an impraeticable taik. To· facilitate 
therefqre~ and fin~tly to [ecure this necefiary 
point, God, in wifdom as ,¥ell as kindnefs, 
'caUedforth Abraham: from· his country and 
kindred, and made him the father: Of a new 
race and better generation: whichWaSl to be 
kept fequefteted' from the refr of the nations: 
and trained up in the true knowledge and 
wbdhfp of Himfelf, and in the true faith of 
that fundamental principle of revealed reli:;. 

• 

gion, and powerful motive to :virtuousobe .. 
'pience,thepromife of a Redeemer. 

• ., Now ,Abrabam was fixed upon; hot from 
allY fondriefs or paitial affeCtion, but becaufe 
he was a perroll ofeminerit character, and 
endowed with proper qualifications for the 

. 'Purpofe: one who had already given fuffi
cieot tefrimony of his averfion to idolatry, 
and of his firm attachment to' the God of • • • 

}leaven. For he had boldly maintained 
~g'l-i9fr ~is own country-men,/'thattherewas .. 

but 
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P!l~ OI1~ yod, " the creator. of -the .. univ.erfe : 
}md: that. the: ether gods,'·J ,:whom the~'lldo-
~ 

red,. ~h~ -[\1:(1.; IJPPon ao~ ftars , "were onl y 
• , ~ 'J 1 

il)£ttjlm4nts-:iJi.his hal'lds: .nn~: it they Icon.-
Jributed any 'thing to. the, happjnefs oflro¢n, 
that each of them affordl:id it hyhipppoint
me[}t ;. apdno;t .. b-y·their own power;f;. . :Aild, 

in defeQ~~:ofJhi~,dQctrille, ,he had(beent if 
• 

·we maYJ Qelkve Maimonides, in ..imminent 
• 

9:1I~ger.of ,-loting hi:d~fe. ' .. ;: .. _ '. : .. :" . 
. '. A.s: he was:th~r~fQr.~ iJ.::per[t>u: well, difpofed 
!towards 'GOQ,' hirnfelr; {o Gpd, Jo.r~kn.ew, 
4 J. • .' •• 

• 

~bat,:he ,would take ~ar~\ r'~;to coitlm~rjd,.hi$ 
• -. • 1 

(:4il.drYJl1;j~!l~: his'· hou1qold after,him,: ·to 
ppferv.e.,aTJd ·keep the ,W?y oCthe! Lor~ h : " 

and the(@~J apprQve himfelf iau r .llgent fit, 
~~ ~ ~v~~M f!lfp~a:~ to: be. iptru'fle,d: w.i.tn 'lhe 

• 

,c,on~uct.jqf tl,1at grandde:(ign, whi~h:he 'was . -
.~.ho[~l1 rq. gui<,le and carry for.wards;; i!j. ',' . 

:., > B~~, tho~gh. God mad~ choice·of J'\ b,tiaham 
, 

~nd . his. poUe,:ity .for the. guardi311s .. :of[.his 
• , '1 l' 

"J~ '. \' " " '.' t. • • 
, , 

.' f JOSEPH. Anti~. Jud. lib. I. ~. vii. § t. . ;': "J ' •. 

i Mor. Nevoch. 'p. III. c. xxiX'. Vi,ie HOTTING. Smrg. 
.' . 

Ori~nt. c. viii. § 19. • .. , ",' · .. , , .. ~ 

. ~ Gen. x·viii •. 19. . .. 
• • 1 I -, 

true 
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true religion:;' and confeq\lently f.1voured 
them :with peculiar :privileges ;..yet is it by 
no means to be fuppofcd, that he drapt his 
regard: fodhe refl: of the \\;orld,. and had no 
farther concern for other people. ,The dif.: 
penfation was meant. for the general good; 
for the common benefit of all mankind. For 
the text: exprefly: informs us, that by:and 
from the call 'of Abraham, "all the families 
'Of the earth were to'derive,a bteiling. ",',And 
it was no··fmall parcaf this bleffing,' that 
Goa; having, app'Ointed-him 'and :the fuc:.. 
ceedingpatriarchs to be the pilblic vouchers 
of~is bernganru providerice, rent, them' out 
to hear,his name ,before the nations; to cor
reB: the errours th-ey;had unhappily imbiThed; 
and to. inftruCl: them ,in the \yays:of truth 
and righteoufilefs., . ,. '. ," 
o In conieqnencc;therefore oLthis appoint,;. 
ment, and in purfuance of this gracious de
fign, . we meet thefe holy men in the l}1oft 

o 

,rellownedand confpicuous places in Chal-
dea, Canaan, and Egypt, the fo!J:er-lands 

. .' . ., .' 

and nurferiesof idolatry we ~eet them, I 
[,1Y, in.thefe· places, .. proclaiming and an-

o • nou!1clllg . ,I' , .. -_. . . , -
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nouncitlg the unity ·of the I)eity,;afierting 
his fuptema~y" againfi. ,all. oppofitioti i ; . raif
ing altars .to. the honou~ of his majefty k ; 

and:. invoking. : him, ... m,their folemhi, atl;s; 
under the di{linguilhed charaCter . C!>f,·" the 
moll high~od,the:;creator of.heaven and 

·th l " ,'. ear • :_. _ . i _ ~ ~. . :.' . " 'I , . '. , . . ~ 

Add, to thefe, the 'frequent. conferences 
they. are faid to have. held with the priefts of 
the\natiolls.amongwhom they {ojourned; 
and, the :cQnclufive argum~rits. they, are re .. 
ported to have brought iti.confutation oftbeir 
vain opinions'll;and what can' you cpndeive 
better adapted~ either .. to ; (reform . the igJiolo ' 

ran~e of thofe 'nations, at to confirm the faith 
of their OWll people r For as thefe conferences, 
in which:~y difplayed a: va1bfuperiority of 
knowledge and wifdom, could, not fail of 
rorreding~ . in fome degree, . the popular er
lours and fuperftitions of the. times; and'.of 

. 

. . I JOSlP~.Ant. Jud. et MAlM. Mar. Nev. ubi ft¥'a, . 
I< Gen. xii. 7, 8., xiii. -18. '·avi. 2s.-;:vntlii. 18,.19" ! 

• • • • 
lIlIXlU. 20 ..... lCQtV. 7' , . ,. ;- . 

1 Gen. xiv. 2:. Heb. y'~n t:l~!lJ n)i' LXX. '0, ~.1Irr. 't" 
JJ,rx.~, ~ ~, ~. Vide LuJ. lie Dim in loc. ' . . . ; .. ,. . 

• 
11> Vide JOSIl'H. MAIl(.I!Ot:tINGU! ubi IUpia.. . . . 

. : bringing 

• 
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bringing .thofe, with' whom they cortverfed, 
to n jl1 (ter notidri of God and his providence; 
fo the conftaiitpraClice they ufed, of [etting 
up, altars,.,where-ever they came, for the 
worihip of~the true God, was not only an 
exe~plary proof of their. own high fenfe' of 
the divirie rilajefty, and their continual de
pendance upon him; butalfo a noble and ex
cellent ;method to teach and encourage their 
children and families to "fet the LOfd ever 
before; them, . and in all. their ways to ac
knowledge Him." . 

~t is' :~l[o to be obfervoo, that thefe pious 
patriarchs::were highly favoured in all their 
migrations;' and eminently diftinguifbed 
among: ·thcLneighbouring pi-inces. " Even 
" kings whe reproved for their fakes." • And 
aSlthefu::.k!wgs were acquainted .with the it 
prophetic :charat1:er, and .deured their: prayers 

• 

and: ititerceffioni with God n i f6, the relief 
they obtained; in confequence of that ,inter .. 
~eilion, mull: necds::difpofc' both "them.and 
'their [Ubje8:si to liftert for the futur;e with 
lUort: atf~~tion to thofefpiritual exhortations, 

• 

counfels, 



r 
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counfels~,and infrruClions, .. which Ithefeh61y 
men :,of.cGod·; moll: : prooably joined' to the 
other inll:~ces' of their·kindnefs. :: .; 

, . 

. NOIHhould)it-;p.ere be forgotten, ,that the,ir 
11 umerous -tribes of" men-fervants and: maid,.. 

• • 

ferv3ntS,'" whether: received as' prefei1ts,. or 
purChafed~with money;; b~carne,in the:event; 
by the care .they.took of their ,education an~ 
conduct,: jufr fa many profeIytes,:g.ained over 
to the true. religion. ". ,;,: J: ii, 
, , :50 ~ early: did.~ the .promife,.·" ;thatj iri 
Abraham and his poHerity the; u:yeral. na~ 
tions of the: earth: iliould. be bleffed"'; begin 
to operate in the world ~ al~d fo .\!oniprehen-r 
five. was it, as to take in all rall.ksHiad::cde: .. .. 

• 

grees among them; and efpeciaIly!itl'!9fe'i·of 
the loweR rank; who-per~aps_ ciwn'::lastitl 
the days ofthe Gofpel, were of~a:1Eatfiers the 

• 

moft: ~ncere,an.cl: the. moll:' open. to'cohyic-
'tion; And· with regard to there me~ial fer" 
,vants,. auhey were comman~ed,;; '~though 
f!:rangers," to. be circumcifed ; : and 3cco'rd;, 
ingly ~partook" .with the'_Abrahafui~ :feed, of 
therite:oftcircumci~on 0; we may.juftly, I 

IG .. .. en. xvn. '1%, ! 3. 
• • 

• think, 

• 
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i think; look Upoli thein, a~ a kind of " firft-
frliits ,ef the Gentiles;" who ttirried itl their 

, 

:tdmiffioll a tUallifeft token, that,' l1bt\Vith~ 

ftarldillg tHe petuli~ritj tlien di:ablifued; ail 
the Gentiles would be adopted at laO:; and 
fuare the benefits of the divine cotenarit. 

Iii a fcheme bE fuch cOilfequente; evi
delltly calculated fcir tlfe common good; 
, 

btit;1tteilded ill the cxeci.1tion with great dif-
iicuities;' it is batural td dpecr, that the 

. , \ 

hand of Omnipotence \vould be often eXerted 
fot the ftipport of its feveral parts. Indeed; 
the patriarchal age was altogether an age of 
ininicles· which every eye, that views the 
circumfbtilces liiider \""hich they were 
wrought, 'may eafily difto~er the propriety 

. -
of; and which therefore require no diO:in8: 
or partiti.l'lat explaiiatioil. Some of thefe 

• • • • 

iniracles mai1ifefily tended tel comfort arid 
fuftaili tli~ pattiarthll iii their troubles; and 
others t(j ~iliinatB ailei fpur th~m 'on Ili their 
great and' , ~i·d(jotiStindertakings. ,But they 
all cdnfpired to t:elidei'tHem poirerful; illu~ 
fhious and eminetit: And that power and 
l:trtilielice; to which' tHey wete advanced~ 

, 

VOL. 1. 0 ferved 

, 

• 
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ierved to -pl'o'mote the general defign, and' 
· to forward the fchem'e of Providence. Fol'~ 
as the illtercourle and converfation of the 

• 

patriarchs brought the true, l!.cnuine religion u. 
to the knowledge of the nations; fo did 
their profperity and marvellous fucceff"es re--
· cOlnll1end it likcwife to their praai€e. For 
fince all the people arpong whom they fo
journed, were every where attentive to the 
concerns of this world, and eagerly ambi
tious of temporal grandeur; it was; but na
iural for them" \Vhe}} they obferved the prof-

, 
perity of th~ wodhipers. of Jehovah,. to maNe 
inquiry -what God he was, that could con
fer fuch bleffings i anc) what kind of fervices 
could proli:1Jre and afcertain them: it was but 
·natura! for them to wodhip him too after: 
'the iike manner, in expe8:ation. ()f feceiving 
the like rewards. 
. Nor is· ~l1is- only a fpecious furmife of 

• 

what might pollibly he, but rather a pla.i.t~ 
and fimple narration of what really was, the 

· cafe. For feveral- of the Eaftei'll ~ations 
• • • 

; appear to have. adop~e~the. patriarchal rites; 
• 

• 
• .. 

and to haVtl rt!fo~med the~r reli~ion t01 what 
. they 

• • 
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ihey thought, th~ patriarchal purity. III 

. '" ... . \ .., 
proof of what is faid, let it here be remarked~ 
that as hiffory informs us', of Abi-ahai11 's 

" . 

t.onve~fing on the fubjeCt: of re~igion with the 
inofr learned Egyptians; and of his being 
highly eO:ee~ed and hO~lOured by them P; fo' 
we have reafon to conclude frorri the fame-, . , 
hifiory, that they derived, ainoilg othel: re~ 
iigious inflitutes, tile riie of circumciflon; 
which they praaifed, from him. But (hould' 
this be doubted, certain howe'ver we are, . : 

, , 
that the Magians, Sabians" Perflins and 
indians,. ~li -gloried In' him; as the great fe-' 
former of their religion ~. And of the Per
lians it is recorded in particular, that, they 
adhered fo flritl:ly to this reformed reGgion; 
as to keep clear of the ~00: gr0fs idolatry for 
age's and ages aft:er. !\Idc is this any luore; 
than what migl~t teafonably be expet\:ed 
frol1~ other peopl~, is well a's from the in": 
habitants-of Per!la. For whatever imlirove': 
inents Abraham introduce<f into the nHigiOll' 

p JOSEPH. Ant. J ud. lib. t c.'viii.: §z: _" _ , ; 
q HYDa De Rei. Vet. Perf. c:ii. iii: PlliD+AUl"S CQPnea: 

, , 

,f.I;b.iv.an. 486. 
df 
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of the feveral natiOns; thefe, lVe may {up

pofe, the reO: of the patioian':hs,. wherevd 

they came, were foticitlOus to cultivate; pro-
• • 

m0te, ;ul€l eoafi,m, as fa'F as tl~h iLlfhfehcc . 
• 

extended'", 
But the eare which the gtfeat FaHi€"r of the

lliliverfe thus'gracio\1{ly emproyed for the re
formation aLld amendment of the world at 

. 

large,. was now to be more efpG:cially dire8:ed 
and applied tv the welf.1re and feCtfrity of 
his peculiar people. 'the chofen branch of 

• 

Abraham's family was at this,t~rne increaf-
iug very fail:. And as they were to be kep't,. 
for the prefervation of their rt:1igioll, ih a 

• 

fiat~ Qparaie from all other llations'; fo it 
became necefiary, thata fuitable place ihould 
be provided for them, where they might 
commodioufly and fecurely live by them
ieIves. But, finee the world around them 

• 

Was already inhahited, it is hard to conceive 
o. 

where they (:ou14 live fo fequefiered, 1>1111efs-
they were' removed ilito 'fomedefolate coun
try; which'yet, would have been utterly 

• • 

'ihcori{i'ftent \vith,· and entirely fubvedive of,., 
the. principal defign of their feparation.- For 

as, 
• 

o 



, 

, 

• 
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·as they were feparated not fo much for 
their own fake, as for the f.1ke of the whole 

, 

world; for the conv.eyance and propag<ltioll 
,'Of the true religion; it was therefore llecef
f<\ry, for the benetit of the world, that they 

, 

iho~l~ be f~~n, known, and obferved; and .. -- ~ . 

that they Q1()uld .be 'Converfed with likewife, 
in fame difiant qlanner, by the feveraI people 
around them. Now aU this manifdHy tends 
-' ' -. '" , 

to increafe the difficuhy. For to be totally 
Jep~r'l~~ f~gp1.~ ;g~d yet, at the fame time, 
perFet?ally converf.1nt with, other people; is 
whilt ilppear.s, a~cording to human eflima-

• 

_~iQn, abf.')I~ltely i,ll!pratlicabie. "But whJt 
~s itnpoilible with mau, is very pofIible witIl 

, . 

God." And here we cannot but admire his . '. ". .. . . -

wi/dom, w~o found out, and evacuated :l 

'land for them; I mean that of Go(hen; ill 
• , " " r " • . 

every refpea f\litable to the pu~pofe: A lanJ, 
where they might live diftinfr by them
felves, and yet daily converfe with the moft 
cele~rated pation then upon earth: A lanli 
lately deferted by thefoepherd k;11gS anll their 
fubj~as;' and therefore the rooft fitly adapted 

· 03 fur 
• 



, 
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, , 

for t~e reception ,of }hepherds again r. Nor 
can '\ve lefsadmire his goodneJs, who, when , .. , ....... , " ., . 
he had ." fpied out this land for them," 
~ ',' I'll," •• ~ 

.was pleafed to detach" from his country 
... .. .' .." 

iUld kindred" anoth'er perfQn of elninept qlla~ 
'.' : • • • , ..., ~ •• I , ••• ' 

lities and great piety; an~ to fend him .. ; 
r , II." I' ,_ ,.' •. 

. " even Joreph, who was fold to be a b~nd:-
••• 1' • I .,., " I' 

fervant s "as a kind of amLafIador befor~ · . , . .. - .. ... 
them; to procure an interefi fbr their fettle-
1 'I, •• ; .1 ......••••..• " .• ,.-

ment III It. " · ' ' 

· . No;'v 'a' Dave i,l a ftrange couptry muQ: . . . . . \ . .." . 

appear to human view a very unpromifing 
lilfirument' ~f fuccefs ~n a matrerof [uch ini-

- . ,.' . I ,'. ." . " ' 

portance. But the lo\ver his condition was . . '. . . . "'" ' 

at firfi, the beticr it ferved to illufirate the , , 
"II'\~' ~ .. "" I 

interrolals of di~-ine Providence in the feve-
· ,~.I','. I; '~ . ~" .•... 

nl fi-ages of his advancement afterwards. 
• ., ~ ,0.". I 0 : 

For 'dlehallcl of God is vifible'iil every il:~p; . ,.' ,r ... . "1 

and 'his, ',~;onders enter into al~ol1: every . . . . . ' I., •••••••• ,., ••• ' •• ~., . , 

r ~ec ,Bn AN 1 ~s Obfervations on the ancient Hillory of 
Egypt,'&c. p. ;4°, &C_Al~." Of the Sh;plie~ds in Eipt; a;ld 
the L:iJid of G~ihen," 'and' the other: Alticles conn~tled there. 
lviih. ';See' partic·ularlYp. ; 59' 'Aii~ Li "CLUC'S ~om. un 
Gen. xlvi. 34- only. what :he f:lyS of t~e Egyptian ~oul4 !>e 
iCJnslcrred'to fhe l\rabian fi.ephenis. ' '. ' '. 
;;', l'fal.cv. 17 ... ' ,,,', 

.. ••.•• ~ • • I • 

tranfaCl:ion. , , 
\ . .... -" . 
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tranfaaion. Thefe wonders 'performed ill 
f.wour of Jofeph, are too numerous to be 

. . 
recited,' and too obvious to be explained. 

. . . . . ' 

This only need we remark concerning them, 
, . - . 

that in whatever .de&r~ they prolnOted his 
particular and p~rfOlial interefi; iii the very 
'fame degree tbey ~o'ntributed <iHo to adv:l1lce 
-the general defign of' bis niiffioll; to ope,!} 

• • • 

the way for a more fav(lJurable, reception of 
, ' 

his brethren and their families, and far theif 
• I • .., 

more commodious fetdelUent, ,vhenever, they . ' 

, 
'Came. -, 

'When God had thus, qy the mediation of 
. ' 

Jofeph, provided for thefettlement of the 
children of mae!; he then infrodllced 'them 

, 

'into the land '9f Egypt under all the ad,vau'· 
, 

tages, with which they co,uld pollibly willi 
to be introduced. Th~if relat,ioll to Jofeph, 
wh0 wasuniverfally efreemed, rerommeoded 

,them tp the favour of the king and his {ll b· 
, ' , 

jeel:s'- Inc0nU;qu~llce of this favour, they 
were ploc,ed in· a large a!ld fertile difiriEt .; 
where'they ll1ultiplied, and grew, and ga
theredftrength; and yet, by theif very OCCll~ 
«,ati,oH, wer.e fiili kept a' feparate people. 
, 0 4- lIere 

, 
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, 

for t~)e reception ,of jhepherds again r. No~ 
can we lefs admire his goodneJs, who, wher} 
t .', ••.•.• t " •• 

he ,had ," fpie,d .out this land for them,'~ 
.was pieaf~d to detacli :,~ from his count~y 
-".,,' '. \ . 

,arid kindred" another per{qn of erninept qua-
." , . . . .. ~ . . , ... ' 

lities il,ild great piety; an,d to fend him .:~' 
~.' /I." I " " •. • . 

. " even ]oteph, \\rho was [old to be a b~nd:-
" .\ •• t .' "'" " 

fervant 5 ." as a kind of ambafiildor befort< , , 

them;: t~' pro~ure an intere:O: fbr their 'fettle'· 
I " , 

";.' ... , .,. , .. ' ....... '., ., .... 
ment III It. ' 
• 
, . No\.v 'a flave if) a {!:range couptry mull: 

.... \ . ,'," . 

appear to human view a very unpromiGng 
Jilfirument ~t fuccefs in a matrerof fuch irri~ 

",': ! ,-. ,'" . , , 

porta nee. But the 10\ver his condition was 
'0'· ,", ", 

a~ firfi, the better it ferved to illufirate the 
'. \ ,. 1 : " , 

interpo!als of divine Providence in the [eve-
't· \ . -. , 

1:af fl>(lge~of his ~dvallcement afterwards. 
Forther~a[ld ~f God is vifible'itl ev~ry frep; 

• I.! 1-',- • ,', 

and 'his ,,:vonders enter into alm,ofi every , . . . . . . . 
I.. • " •• , ' ' • •••• , _. .' 

r Sec BR Y .\N l's Obfervations on the ancient Hillory of 

Egypt, &c. p. 140, &c.Art.'" Of the Sh~plic~ds in EiPt, a;ld 
the Land of Goihen," 'und' the other' Articles conneded the1:e. 

with. ::See' particularly p. ; 59' 'Ari~ LE -CURC'S ~om. ~n 
Gen. xlvi. 34. only, \\'lIm ,he [;I1'S o~ t~e Egrptian i?oulq ?e 
ir:lnsfcrred'to fhe .'\rab:un n,ephcn\s. ' " . ' • .. , 

.. ' • I'ful. c\,. 17 ... • • • • 

.. • - '" • • I • 

tran[.1Cl:ion. , , ".,. -'" 
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, 

tranfa8:ion. Thefe wonders' performed ill 
- , 

f.wour of Jofeph, are' too numerous to be 
recited,' and too obvious to be explaineJ. 

, ' 

This only need we remark concerning them, 
, - , 

that in whatever degr~e they promoted his 
, r· . 

particular and perfonal interefi; in the very 
'fame degree they coiltribllted ;iHo to advance 
,the general defign of his niiffion; to open 

, , 

the way for .a more fav0urable, reception of 
, ' 

his brethren and their families, aud for their 
, ' , 

more commodiolls fettlement, whenever. they 
, -

• 'Came. ., 
When God had thus, by the mediation of 

Jofeph, provided for the fettlement of the 
children of Iii-ael; he then introduced them -

" ' 

'into the land pf Egypt under all the advau-
, 

tages, with \vhich they cOllld poffibly "villi 
, 

to be introduced. Their relation to Jofeph, 
who was univerfally efteemed, recommended 
them to the favour of the king and his fub-

, 

jeel:s. Incon:!equ~l1ce of this f:lVOll r, they 
were plac,ed in' a large a:ld fertile di(hi.:1 ; 
,,,here they multiplied, and grew, and ga
{hered ftrength; and yet, by their very OCClI

~ati.on, wer.e niH kept a' feparate reople. 
, 0 4 l~ef(~ 
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• . . 

Here ~~ey lived aft~r ~hei; own nW,nn.er:~ and 
pot 0l1ly enj~y~dr~c free qyr61fe', of 'their 
reJigioll th~~felves,bu~ h?d al(Q!PilIlY an,d 
frequent qpp~r~ugities of illlparting fome
thing ~f if. t~~~lters ~r9u~d tn"elTj, For it ~s 
ver.y ap'p~re~l; frpm th~ Mofaic hi(h>fY, th~~ 

•. •. l ~, I, '. • I,' ' 

the Hebrews were never heJd in [~ch de-
, ' ' ........ '" ,', • ',_... . , . "I."· . . ., " . . 

~eftatio~ ~r- aph?rre\we Py the Esypti~ns~ 
but th~t they w?ul~ freely' <;opv~r[e~ thopgh' 
[ . . . " 

" they might l1<;lt e~t J;read, wi~h ~.t~~mt.": 
: , ". .,,'.. ,. / :' , . 

In ~h~re ~()ny~r(a.~i~!l~, t~en, i.~ C9HlsJ. nqt 
.'. .. I.' . " .' "\ 

be, bu~ ~ha~ a peopl~ fqfign~lIy f~ppor~eA by 
.1 • I •. ~ 

~he Lord, w9uld be conti~u?lJy ex,tolljpg,the 
I '" ~ . _, • 

excellency of his l))!ljefiy reh~ildi,Bg th~ 
• • • • •• . . .' . . . - . \ 

wonders of his vaiiollsdifpenfatiops .. and fp 
,!: .... ,!; " .. t,' ,,,,-I, I 

inf~fi?g ~n~6 the l"?inds of th7 ~g'yp~\lPS 
noble ideas of his being and prqyisle~~~ .• 
·~he [ll~efr foundation.of virt.uQu~~i~p~~~~~ , . , . . .. , ". ". . , '.. '" ..... 
ment. . ' . . . . ,', . . , . .' '. 

What ~ffects ~he i,rr4Pt~9,~ .?f tl}~f?f~~l~ 
iliepherds~ ~nd !heir .l?p"~. f~r?pni.Tfl d,omi-:
~lioll o~'~F the l~pq: ~f f~YP~' h~~ .J'r.Qchg:e.9, 
before Oll th~ r~ligi~~ ~f its inhapiWl~s. we 
cannot pfeeifely determiI1e:' .BlIt a~weknow 
.1. • . • . . . .' ~ _. .. -'. . 

I Gen. xjiii. 32. 
... • •• I 

they 
• • , 

• 
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they were grofs idolaters, \U1Q brought witq. 
• • 

them all the rites and inftitutiollS of Zabian-
, . ..' . '. . . . 
i[m~ together with the wodhip of fire; it 

· is certain they could not improve, but muft 
rather debafe, tl1e religiops [entiments of thqt 
?eople u; , wPP? yet, mull: bec;orne frill more 
perverted in their morals, by the contilll)i\l 
~xertions qf thofe hofiile paffions, wl1ich 
they were d~ily pro.\,ok<;:d to ~h;ercife in.oppo
f\tion tq, the~r Cftle1 qppreflors, For ~ ft'lte 
pf perpetu~l w~r :ipd conful1qtl is ~ ll:ateof 

· r~rpetlJal wickednefs and immorality. 
· Al}q ~f the confufed at)d opprefIed frate of 
~he Egyptial)s tended thus, for a length of 
time, to effaq: th~ tru~h, and diminifu th~ .. - . • 

power of religioq ampng them i what ca~ 
. you i[l1agille better a~a?tcd to reftore thy 
pra8:ice of piety and virtue, thall the tpar .. 
• 

vellotJs exa.ltation of Jofeph? Being adopte~ 
.iilt!) the order, anq placeq at the ·head, of .. 
t~e priefthood; his gratitude to God, as well 

• 

as his concern for the welfare of the people, 
would doubtlefs prompt him to communi-

u Vide M.\NE'rH. apud. JOSEPH. contra ArIon. lib. 1, § q. 
And BR YANT'S Obfcrvations, &c. p. IS0. ' 

1 ca~ 
• , . 
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cate to them fo much of the true, genuine 
religion, as they were capable of receiving. 
and applying to their profit. If" he in
formed their princes after his will," he cer
tainly could not forget to " teach their fe-

, 

nators this true wifdom X." And whatever 
, 

ordinances he might think proper to make 
in reiation to this fubjeCl:; his reduCl:ioll of 
the feveral provinces into one kingdom 
under the government of one monarch, 
made it eafy'for him to <:Ollvey and efrablifh 
them throughout the land. And that he 
thought proper, in faa; to make fome de
crees, and 'enaa certain fratutes, which, we 
may jufrly fuppofe, had reference to religious, 

• 

as weil as Civil matt~rs, is expl'efl y afferted 
, 

of him Y. Nor did his decrees' fail of their 
, ' ' , 

effeCl: .. For it is vifible, I think, on the £lce 
, 

of the hifrory, that the Egypti~ns became, 
under his wife admillilhatjol1~ mpch better 
men, and much better fubjeCts, than they 
{eern to have qeen before. ' , . ' 

, , 
, 

. 

x Pfnl. cv. lZ. , , , 

Y The Targums m~ke frequCllt ,mentioo :of the d,'ml! or 
'. . ~ . 

j.l,'tttfj of JOSEPH. ' 
, 

.- If 
• 
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Jf they fell off and degenerated afterwards; 
if, upon the acceHion of a " new," and more 
arbitrary, ~~ killg into the throne of Egypt;" 
• • 

one ~' who kne·w not ," that is, as Onkelos • • • • 

,explains it, " \.110 appro'c'rd llot the fratutes 
• 

.of, Jofeph;" if at this time, I fay, they 
began to relapfe into vice and fuperfrition; 

• 

how kindly and beneficently was it ordained 
by heaven, that tJle Hi"ae1ites ihould then 
dwell among them hold lip to them the 
light of truth . and thew them the paths of 

• 

yirtue and goodne[s r . 
That the }fraelites then kept firm to their 

• 

religion, and held forth to. their neighbours 
a good example (however they might after
wards be infefred by them) is a point which 

. admits of no difpute. It is plainly implied 
• 
in the counfel of this " new king '," that, 
· .' 

finding them a difrinCt people, he had made 
(orne attempts to abolifh the difrinCl:ion; to 
incorporate them with the reft of the nation, 

. ' .. . 

and melt them down into the c~mmon mars. 
,. . 
B.ut, in ~he fure coufidence they had, ofbeillj" 

Z TJlrg. in E."(od. i. 8. 
• See Ex. i. 10. and tbe Commentators thereon. 

brought 

-
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bro4g~ltat length o4t of that lam! ;tl)<tir~dif~ 

, 

,tinB:ion anq religion ~l~ey would frill. preferve. 
'And thh, I apprehend, was the fir~ apd 
chief occafiqn of their afflietions \ taq\,lgn 
afterw.ards aggravated QIl ()ther accqul1t~. 

Thef~ ;iffli~ions however, among other end~, 
atfordecJ the~ fair and frequent opportunj
ti~~ of'<li(play~ng ~any no~lc, th()\1g,h, pqffive 
virtu~s. .i\.n4 ~heir difp~rfioll thrq4gb t~e 
l<}llq ~ open~d i!.t t,lle,fam~ time a (¥H,l Ja.rg~r 
:.111Q wid~r ~eld, wl},est;iD: t4~Y migqt. [pw the 
feeds of religion. Nor did the fee~~ they 
, 

'. fowe9~p~irely "peri!h. They ftpJ~Ji root 
~~Q~l~ th~ people; and produced ~t lel}gt~ 
PQ ln~~:lB1i~erable h~ryefr ~o the Lore!. Fqr 
whe~ the l{j'~elites ~~parted out of Egyp~, 
, . " . 

we ~r ~xprefly tqld, that " i1 grea~ ml1.1tj~ . 
N9~ 1v~n~ a,lfo Wi;h ~hem (;" whg <.lre \iU, 
\yit.\l g<?Qd. re~(op~ 1ilppp.f~~, tq h~ve ~.~~lJ., (0 

• 

,'¥Jan.y pn;>felyt~s to tl~e trHy relig\on. 
, 
, ' 

b ~tpd~ ~. tl. 14.:"Y, I ~~. . ' 

• E;xod. >;ij. 3?' Heb. "A nUIT.lero,~ \n;~t,ur~.I~ The T~~gum 
?f Jo'N A ~H~N ma.k.~s !heI'(l llume,rous i!l~eell. Vide il,lloc. Pf 

:~hefe hOlY mnny fo~\'er they were, STR .uo; on the frl'cngth-of 
ancient uaditioll, f,'ys, that, ~' being inl1~ufted by ll:~ofe~. they 

, ' 

rer.ounred their idolatrous worlbi p, and accoll)pani~d him in his, 
. warch Ollt of Egypt." Gcogr., lib. XYi p. 760)' &c. 

, Thu~ ... 
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Thus then we fee, which was the point 
to be cleared, that the patriarchal difpenfa
tion was gracio1.1fly planned for the general 
benefit of the nations: that it was calculated 
to correCt their idolatrous opinions, and to 
reform their vitiated manners: that it was 
defigned to infpire the heathens with a due 
{enfe of the being and providence of God; 
and to confirm his peculJar and chofen people 
in the belief of the promifed Redeemer. III 
iliort, that it was meant and fined for the 
improvement of a11- . to prepare the world 
for the reception of that grand bleiling, which 
was to be poured upon it in the fuinefs of 

• tIIne. 
Ends thefe, great and good " .. truly worthy 

of their divine author! alld ends, which, 
accompliihed, claim our warmeft and mof1-
grateful praife. 

Therefore, to God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghofi, be afcribed, as 
~~. molt due, all bonour, glory, &c. Amm • 

• 
" 

S E R~' 
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SERMON.IX. 

JUDE, vel'. 7. 

Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and tbe ciJies 
about them, in like mantler giving themjelves 
oeuer to fornication, and going after jlrange 
fief/;, (Jre Jet forth for an e:.;ample, filJering 
tbe. vengeance of e.ternal fire. 

Twas obferved in a preceding Difcourfc, 
that Jhe confufion of languages, and 

the divifion of nations confeqt:ient thereupon, 
. were attended, among other eff«ts, with tpi:; 
great and peculiar advantage ." that God 

• 

could at any time, when a people became 
incurably wicked, cut t.hem off by a fignal 

JcfiruCtioll, 

• 



, 
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clefrructioll, without hurting the refi: of the 
world: nay, that their excifion might even"
tually ferve, as a kind warning to thofe 
around them, not to offend by the like 
crimes, for fear they fhould fall under the 
like puniiliment d." 

Now this we fee mofi: afrot1iihil~ly veri
fied in the cafe of the people melltioned in 
the text. For" Sodom and Gomorrhat and 
the cities abollt them, giving themfelves 
O\'er to fornication, and goillg after :lhange 
ileih, are fet forth" to this day " for an ex
ample;' to others; beibg tiltirely over
thtown, and " fuftering the v~rigeante of 
eterilal fiie.'f. . 

But befote we come to explain the hature 
of this ctltqJlrophe· to .. itldicate the gGod
llefs and jufrice of God ill fo dreadful an in
fli,l:i'ol1' al1d to confider the propriety of it,. 

, 

with tefpe8: to dYe ehds ii: was intended to 
, 

promote: '~Betbre we comc, 1 fay, to dif-
• 

eMs theft! poihts, we mort pre'9ibuilj inver"" 
tigate the real charafut of the il1hab~tahts of 
there cities; iil order to -difcbver what kin~ 

. , 
d Sermon VII. p. ISd. ' 

6f 
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of treatment their deeds and praCtices could 
equitably deferve. . : 
. Now, as iLls well knowi1, that this 
people \Vas a branch of the defcendants of 
Ham; 10 it luay well be fuppofed, that they 
inherited fomething of the corrupt difpofi. 
tion of the original flock: llpon which when 
they had ingrafted the principles of idolatry, 
it iseafy to per.ceive what a luxuriant crop of 
evil fllJit; would naturally fpring forth among 
them. For idolatry was ever the parent ot 
yice: and it ooubtlefs happened to this, as 
to all otber peeple, that, " when th!:J did. 
not like to retain God in their knowledge, 
God gave them over toa repmbate m.i1~d ~ 
l10t only to do thof:: things which are not 

. <.:.onN'eniellt c; but aHo to work aU uncleant~e[s 
• 

"~'ath greedincfs f.' j 

lEy what fteps they pr.oceeded to this ex~ 
. ;refs of.w.ickednefs, and hy what fpecial me

thods Pl~ovidence attempted to correCt their 
-¥·ices, we are not particularly infonned·: nor 
is it indeed to be expeCted we ihould, in fo 

. ~ ltolli. i. 28 .. 

f Eph. iv. 19. 

. VOL. II. p condfe 
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, 

concife a hifiory as that of Moies. But that 
they did, however, aCl:ually proceed to fueh 
enormities, even in [pite ormany and power
ful motives to the contrary, this hiftory, 
concife as it is, has given us {ufficient afiur
anee. 

When Lot came firft among them, it is 
expl'efly [aid, that" the men of Sodom were 
then wicked, and finners before the Lord; 
exceedingly g ," that they were men, who 
had rebelled againfl: the true God; had fet 
'Up the worlhip of faKe deities h; and, in 
confequence of that worlhip, had plunged 
themfelves into all kinds of viee and immo-
rality; even the deteftable praCtice of un .. 

naturallufrs. , • 

But beGdes the influence df a falfe reli .. 
gion, there was another caufe which eontri", 
huted greatly 'to the fame effect: and that 
was the fertility of their couiltry. Th~ 

abundance it produced, and the comforts it 
fupplied, rendered them proud and haughty " 

g Gen. xlii. t 3. 
h Colebant cultum alienum, et rebellabant ill Ilomen Domini 

'falde. Targ. in lac. 

luxuriolls , 
, 
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luxtiriolls and effeniimlte al1d confequentIy 
prone to all thofe vices, which are apt to 
flow from filch difpofitiohs. Hence the pro-

, ' , 

phet Ezekiel, reproving Jerufalem fdr her 
, 

wickednefs and idolatries, fays, " Behold, 
this was the iniquity Of thy fifier Sodom=--' 
Pride, fu lilefs of bread, and abundance of idle
hers was in her, ahd in her daughters; neither 
did {he ftrengthen the harid of the poor and 
needy. Ahd they Were haughty, and com
mitted abomination before me: therefore I took 
them away as I faw fit i." And fitting indeed 
it was, that the Lord iliould puniili them 
\vith peculiar feverity, when they obfiinately 
continued their wicked praCtices in plain con
tradiCtion to thofe providential documents, 
that were kii1dly nieant, and excellently 
adapted, to awaken their attention, and lead 
them to repentance and amendment of life. 
For that many fuch providences were ex
ercifed towards them, is apparent from the 
account, which the Scripture has given us of 
them. 

I Ch. xvi. 49, So. Sec alfo JOSEPH. Allt. Jud. lib. I. 
t. xi. § 10 

p.z When 
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'When they began to pride themfell'es in 
their riches, and prefumptuoufly to ftrengthen 
themfelves in their wickedllefs; God brought 
l1pon them the king of Elam; who laid them 
\luder tribute, and held them in {lavery twelve 
years II, This event, as it neceffarily contri
buted to diminifh their wealtb; [()it natu
rally tended to ·abate their pride~ to fupprefs 
their lu.xury, to chetk their vices, and to 

quicken their powers in the various exercife 
of laudable illduilry, How filT it opemted 
to thefe good purpofes, we cannot be cer!ain z 
very probably in no high degree. For they 
were afterwards -delivered into· the hands of 
their enemies, who pullilhed them, asweH 
fm their wickednefs as th~ir rebellion, by a 
grievous flaughter in the vale of Siddiru .. 
. where numbers of them were killed; and 
the (eft were carried 'away ~aptive r. 

Eut in the midfi: {)f this feverity!> God :I1il1 
Jemembered .1>1lCrcy. For 'the captives. were 
foon mir'acl:lldU fly refcU'ed, arl'd brought back. 

• 

with all their goods, Py that d~c1areCii 

. k--G"'" _. 
• \,.'U, ~lV. 4-

• 

I Ibid.- g-n~ ., 
1\. , favourite 
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favourite of heaven, the holy patriarch 
Abrahal!\. 

Now this deliverance, which both Abra,. 
ham and Melchizedek openly afcribed, in 
their prefence, to " the moft high God, the 
pofiefior of heaven and earth m," ought in 
reaion to have worked on their gratitude .. 
to have led them to efteem this great God, 
as their guardian and protector and to have 
engaged them for the future in his worfhip 
and {ervice. 

To guide and encourage them in this 
fervice they Were providentially favoured 
with the example and converf.1tion of Lot: 
A man, who was endowed with eminent 
virtues and great piety; a man, who had 
ihewed himfelf their faithful friend and fted
faft ally; a man, who was a near relation 
of that extraordinary perf on to whofe kind-

• 

nefs they were indebted for the recovery of 
their liberties; and the enjoyment of all 
they poHeffed; and confequently a man, 
whofe admonitions and remonfirances would 

• 

have had, one iliould think, their proper 
• 

11\ Gen. xi,. 19, 20. 

P 3 ,veight 
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weight and influence upon them. But thv 
return of power, and the influx of profperity 
had fo far debauched their lninds, and ~or

rupted their hearts, that they were now bel" 
come quite impati\!nt of all refrraints, and 
l"efohltely bent on the full gratification of 
their vicious paffiolls. On therefore they 
went without controu}, tQ th\'! forrow and 
vexation of pious Lot, in their ~bominable 
~nd pernicious courfes. "For that r.ighteous 
man," though he laboured to r~cl<lim theql 
for twenty years, was unable at laB: to make 
any ferious iinpreffions upon them: but, 
" feeing and hearing from dllY to dilY," the 
repeated infiances of their profligate and 
abandoned wickednefs, fr1,litlefly "tor
mented his upright foul with their Ull:

lawful" and fcandaIQl1~ " proceedings n " 

which rofe at length to [uch enonnitieq, 
. as were truly grievous and in~olerable. Fqr 

to fuch a degree of in~plldency anq profligacy 
• 

were their atiions now growP, tha~ every 
one, endowed with anv [enfe of virt~le, who • 

. re~ds their hiQo,ry with the leaft <inentiQ\1, 
n 2 PGt. ii. 7, $. . ~ " 

muft 
, • • • c 
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nmfr feel in his breafr a frrong and pungent 
indignation againt1 them; and pre[age in his 
mind, that God, in vindication of his neg
leered juftice, was bound to infliCl: fome 
fpeedy and remarkable judgment upon 
them. Their guilt was heinous, habitual~ 
and general. They were not only" abo
minable in their doings," but unanimoufly 
abominable too. . They all combined toge
ther in the fame detefrable purpore. "The 
rpen of Sodom," fays the text, "compafied 

, 

the hou[e around, both old and young, all 
• 

the people from every quarter 0." A combi. 
nation, which proves them to be univerfally 
depraved, beyond imagination, and beyond 
recovery . For when all ranks of men unite 
in vice; when they commit thofe things 
openly, which" it is a £hame even to fpeak 
of in fecret ;'~ when the youth have loft all 
reverence for the aged, and dare expofe their 
guilt to them, whom, of all others, they 
fhould hide it from; when the aged have 
loft all reverence for themfelves, and fear 

• 

~10t to publifh their £hame to their ions, bu~ 
• Gen. xix. 4' 

P 4. 

, 
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are rather forward to make them witncfies 
of their guilt aud infamy: when this-t I fay, 
is the cafe; then is coruption evideptly ad~ 
vallced to its lafi ftage ,-that people isut .. 
~erly abandoned and, having no goodpriIi. 

• • 

ciple left, that can be worked upon, is abf()o 
l,utely ripe for deftruaion p. 

And yet, even in this cafe, the Lord did 
not dellroy them abruptly; hut £irfi cammu~ 
!licated his intention to Abraham; and then , . 

allowed him to plead their caufe, and urge 
,rhat he could in arrefi: of judgmem. And 
Ju;rely tl1eir defence could never have been 

, 

p1:aced inhetter hands. For, with what de~ 
licacy of addrcfs, with what foftnefs of ex~ 
te~lUation, with what 'eatndlnefs of {01ici-

" ~.' . , 

tlldejand with what conftancy Qf il)terte(lion 
-. -

.did he, ~rgue for them? His conduCt is illi,. 
)l~itabJe,; _.441)~his copcern -and compafiion 
for this dcv(}ted peop'le _ can only be equalled 

• 

,by th~ g~:~§ious condefGcnfion of God; who 
. mercifully admitted every pl~a, which Abra~ 
.pa~n thp~!!# .proper to \lrge i\1 their behalf. 
llilt Abraham. l:~d a p~oper [enfe, \IS well of 

• . .' ' • 

1 
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juftice, as of mercy ; and wifely confidered, 
what was due to the majefty of God, as 
well as defirable on the part of man. And 
therefore when he perceived, that they were 
totally depraved; when their fpreading guilt 
had not left even the finall number of " 1m 

righteous men among them;" he patiently 
refigned them to the puniihment they de. 
ferved ' concluding either from former ex
periences, or aifured perhaps by particular 
promife, that favour would be ihewn to 
th0fe few who had preferved their integrity; 
lind that a way would be opened for their 
fafe deliverance, And here let it be obferved, 
that if the faithful, benevolent, and compab 
fionate Abraham found himfe1f in equity 
obliged to give up the caufe of this aban .. 
doned people; it muft certainly be fom~ 
other principle, than the fenfe of humanity, 
or the love of virtue, thqt can prompt' mer~ 
110W to refume their defence; and arraign 
the jufrice of God in' their puniihment, But 
their efforts only prove, how miferably vice 
p~rvens ~he ~nder!1:allding. -
• 

, No.w • 
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Now, the crying guilt of thefe cities being 
fully proved, and expo[ed to the world, in 
this cOllfereilce with Abraham; and there 
being nothing left, which the merciful pa
·triarch could alledge farther in bar of judg .. 
ment j ".the Lord" then opened the fibre- . 

. hou[e of vengeance; and '~rained down 
upon Sodom and Gomorrah fire and brim
frone out of heaven: and thereby overthre\v 

~ 

·tlio[e cities, and all the plain, and all the 
inhabitants of the cities, and every thing 

:that grew upon the ground.. And 10, tbe 
. fmake of the countrY' wellt up as the {moke 
of a furnace q." " 

This tremendous event, thus notified be
. fore-hand; and attended with [uch marvel
lous circum{l:ances, carried in it a . plain in

,dication of its being brought about, . not 
merely by the fettled agency of [econd 
caufes, (though fome of thefe will ?ppear to 

-
have been very properly made ufe of i.n it) 

• 

. but by the direCt and immediate exertion of 
. a divine power: and for the timely puniih,~ 
ment of that abandoned race. 

• • • • • 

q Gen. xix. 24, 25' 28. 
• Shouht 
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Should it here be demanded, "why God 
I.hould choofe to puniih them in this, rather 
~hall in any other manner.. ." We return 
for anfwer, that, though there might be 
fame reafons for it, which we cannot di(~ 
cover; yet are there others, obvious enough, 
which futficiently jufl:ify the wifdom of Pro
vidence; and fet forth the propriety of this 
Jllode of pupiihment in a very confpicuous 
Jight. 

If they worfhiped the heavens, and paid 
adoration to fights and meteors; how fully 
JUufl: they, and the nations around them, be 
taught and convinced by this aCt, that God 
ruleth in th.e heavens above, as well as on 
~he earth beneath; and that he call, when 
he pleafes, make " wind and fl:orm, thunder 
imd lightning," the minifl:ers of his ven
geance on a finful people? 

If the fertility of their country, and the 
plenty it produced, contributed to excite and 
inflame their p~ffions; and alfo to fuppart 
them in their profligate indulgences; how 
wifely \Vas it ordained as a la(ting memo~ 
rial gf Goers difpleafure ~gainfl: all rioting, 

luxury, • • 
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luxury, and intemperance" , that the: whole 
region thouJd be burnt up, and rendered for 
the future utterly fieril? And how aptly 
were the nations thence in!l:ruCled, that it 
was the firm ~nd fettIed purpo(e -of Provi
dence, . whenever his bounties came to be 
abu(ed, to " make a fruitful land defolate 
,and barren, for the wickednef~ of them that 
dwell therein r r" 

And fince the people were all devoted to 

defl:ruetion; in how fpeedy a manner, and 
with what frugal difplay of exmordinary 
power, was it brought upon them, by ad
jufiing the means, as here defcribed,to the 
nature and confiitution of the foil? For that 
region,abounding with bliutnen,· was no 
fooner fhuck by the lightning, than, it 
. kindled, into aflame; and fuffocated the in. 
habitants by its noxious exhalations. Then 

'the fire, . fl1llning along the veins of this in· 
flammable matter into the caverns below, 
rarified the air, and produced a violent earth-

, quake; whereby the cities were infiantly 
overturned: "nd the ground, at the fame 

.r Pf. "ii. 34. -
• 

•• • tilne, 
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time, linking down, formed a deep and ex· 
ten{i\'e cavity; which, being foon filled by 
the illflux'of waters, became a fea; "and 
covered all the plain." So quickly and 
compendibufly was thedefolation com
pleted." which fuffkiclltly accoullts for this 
mode of proceeding • 

. But the propriety of it will fiiH farther 
uppear from the ufes that were intended to 
be ferved by it. 

And it was one intention of this fignal 
cat'!ftrophe, to imprefs upon the natioll$ 
(what they much wanted to have impreifed 
\1 pon them) a full conviCl:ion of God's 11ll1lle

diate and con{ta~lt infpeB:ion into the affairs; 
~nd CGltlcerns of manKind' . ·a full convidioll 
'Of his not COIltenting himfelfwith governing 
-tlw worM by v;hat we tall.a general provi
dence, and the efrablifued order ·of things; 
Dm of his aClually illterponng ,in a maft exad 
~tld -particula~' manner to puniih flXnlle pM .. 
,ticulat, enormous fins; to i'rnprefs upom them:1 
-a full cOhviCtion, that, however patient and 

., Vide T:rrg. ;in -Gen. l1ix. lZ.+. Non fecerunt l'(EBitentiam, 
quoniam dixerunt, nop\lllmitell~func coram Domino opera mala. 

'. forbearing 
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forbearing he might be fot a time; yef~ 
when the iniquities of men were come to the 
full, he would finally appear as terrible irf 
his judgments, as they were vile and abo
minable in their doings. And that fuch a 
conviCtion was accordingly made and im
preired upon them, is evident from the cafe 
of Abimelech; who, having ignorantly 
taken another man's wife, and being confe
quently in danger of committing a crime, 
which bore fome affinity to the fins of 
Sodom, was afterwards mightily concerned 
for his land, left God ihould defrroy it in a 
fimilar manner t. 

Hence then we are led to the confidera .. 
tion of another end, that was propofed to be 
anfwel'ed by this cataJlrophe. It ferved as a 
caution to the feveral nations, not to indulge 
th~ fame crimes, for fear they fhould fall 
under the fame puniihment. And it is ac
cordingly held up continually to their view; 
In the {acred writings, by way of check and 
-terrour •. rhus the prophets, in their ad,. 
dreires tO,Babylon, Jeruialem, and other 

. ~ Gen. xx. 7, S, 9' 
, . .. -. 

, 
• • 

Profane 
#!f.' 
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prof.'me and impious cities, often· remind 
them of this event; and as often threaten 

• • 

them, that, if they did not forfake the er-
• 

rour -or their ways, they fuould· be fo pu-
llilhed and fearfully overthrown, "as when 
God overthrew Sodom' and Gomorrah n." 
Thus a1fo the Pfalmifr; dilfuading the un-

• 

godly from their perverfe doings, plainly 
refers them to this miraculous infliCtion; 
both asa proof and example of that divine 
vengeance, which awaits notorious and im
penitent fiuners. However fecure they may 
think themfelves, yet juftice will certainly 
overtake them; and " they !hall finally re
ceive the due reward of their deeds." For 
" upon the wicked," fays he, "God wilt 
rain filares," or quick burning coals, ." fire 
and brimftone, frorm and tempell:; This 
ihall be their portion to drink x." .'. ' 

Now as this event was [0 admirably cal. 
culated to check the career of unthinking 
finners, and engage their attention to:their 

'" . 
• • • . . . - '. . . 

• Deut. xxix. 2~-'24-' If. xiii. 19' Jer; xxiij')4--x1ix. \8.-
1. 40. Ez. xxxviii. 22, Amos iv. II. Zeph. ii. 9. . . . : 

~ Pf, xi. 6. .... _.... ' .. 
.. moll: 
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moil: important concern&; how wifely Wail 

it providea, that the memory of it lhould 
be conveyed to pofrerity" not only by the 
lefs affeCting reprefentation of hiftory t but 
alfo by the more amazing vifible corufcatiollS 
of perpetually living fire? For that, thi~ t:e· 
gion colltlllued to bum for ages, we find at .. 
tefted by feveral authors of grl;at ,and uu .. 

, 

~ubted credit. 
• 

, 
, 

To paiS by the author ,of the book of 
Wifdom Y, Diodorus Si~ulus, who lived ill 
the reign of Julius Crerar, defcrihing the 
Mp~altite lak-e, which now occupies aU that 
fpace where thefe ruined cities for~rly 
fi-oQd, tell$ us, "that the countryabou.t it 
was tl#,n on fire; and fent forth a ;grievous 
fmell; ,:to which he attributes the fickly 
conftitutjpnand ihort lives 'of the neigh .. 
houring inhqbitants z." , ' 
, ' Strabo,: :who fiourilhed [oo.n aft~r t 'men .. 
tWitS libwiit: the rea of Sod am , by the mif.. 
t.k-en name-of lacus Serormis.; and:'~ [peaks 

, 

of it as bubbling and emitting Jmoke at the 
',., - ,- . -

1 See ch. x! 6"'9" '" , , , , 

S Hill. lib. xix. . ' 
• 

, 

. . '. . 5 
• 
tlm~ 

I 
i 
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tithe he wrote ." and moreover adds, that 
" the broken and burnt rocks, ruins of 
buildings, and cineritiolls earth, which are 
[een all about it, give credit to the teftimony 
of the people of the country, who fay, that 
Sedom and the other cities, which anciently 
11000 in this place, were defrroyed by earth-

k d " " . qua ean lire'. 

Tacitus gives neady fhe f<ll1ie account; 

ahd aHerts, that" the traces of the fire were 
• 

itill viGble in the burnt' earth h." 
From thefe teftimonies it evidently ap. 

pears, and frill more particularly from the 
tet1:imony of Philo c, that this fire lafred, 
without intermifiiol1, till after the days 0f 
the Apoftles. And if fo, \ve may eaGIy ac
count for the phrafeology of the text; where 
St. Jude obferves of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
that "they are fet forth as an example, 
fuffering the vengeance of E tERN At fire do" 

3 Geograph. lib. K. 

• Hilror. lib. ,'. 
< Vito Mol. lib. ii. (t;b nncm. 
d Vcr. 7. 
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POI' a fife, which was aetually burning at 
the time he wrote; and had continued to, 
burn for near two thoufand years together e, 
{ufficiently jufiifies the Apofile's language ill 
applying to it that epithet. It juil:iiies alio. 
the application and fentiment of another 
Apoil:le, in making it the emblem of that 
(",)eriajlillg puni(1)ment, which is referved 
ior the wicked in another life. For thus 
St. J Ohl1, in plain allufioll to thc fubject 
before us, defcribes the future fiate of the 
ungodly, and the mi{ery they arc to fuiTer 
in the other world "Their p:lrt il1all 
be in the /,lke, which burneth witb fire and 
brimftone r. ALld the [make of their torment 

• • 

afcendeth up for ever and evert." 
, Nor was this emblematical ufe of it, 
• 

as a reprcfentation of God's eternal ven-
, ' .. 

c Yea an.d i5 probably burning 1un'.'. For BROCHAR\)~ 
who vilited this lake in the twelfth century, [,\w it then" flam
ing' ,Hid "'filio[;ing like the mouth of hell.", Defcrip. 'fer. 
::;an~h, p. L cap. viii. § 35' And later tra\'eUcrs have oblen'cd 

, , 

f.,mcthing of the like appearance, ill proportion to the <luantity 
of the floating bitnnlcn. 

f Po • ,CL XXI. 8. • 

, [bid. xiv. I I. , 

I , geance,. , 
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geancc, on the impieties of mankind, con
fined to the limits of divine revelation; 
It was fo apt, pertinent,. and {hiking, that 
it gained admittance into the heathen my
thology. For the poetic rivers of hell, the 
black Cocytus, and the burning Phlegetholl, 
feem to be only, if I may fo {peak, 
fireams derived from the Dead fia. But 
neverthelefs, fince thefe fabled rivers, as 
well us the fea to which they refer, ferved 
to work on the apprehellDolls of men, and 
thereby to rdlrain them from vicious prac
tices; they fo far anfwered t;)C intention 
of Providence, and confpired with his other 
difpenfatiolls to the general improvement and 
happinefs of the world. . 

The practical concluDons, which refult 
from the whole, and which jufrly merit our 

• 

regard, are thefe . 
• 

That "the Lord alloweth or approveth 
the righteous; but the ungodly, and him 

that delighteth in wickednefs, doth his foul 
abhor h.', 

• 
b PC.l. xi. 6. old verflOll; . 

• Q 2 Tha6 
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That though" he is ItIerciful and long

fuifering, not willing that any fuould periih, 
but that all fhould -come to repentance i;" 
yet, if men will perverfly continue in fin, 
and abufe the means of falvatioll'; "his 
wrath" will certainly burftout, and fall 
heavily at laft " on tho[e children of vice 
and difobedience k:' Aild therefore, 

That it is 110 lefs out intereft, than it 
is our duty, to confider thefe things in 
time; arid make all the hafte we pof
fibJy can, to {eeme, by a coutfe of vir

tue, both our pre[ent peate, and out future 
felicity. 

And when once we are engaged in 
this eourfe, let us " remember Lot's wife 1;" 

• 

and take heed, that we neither "tum 
again," nor "look back" to the things we 
have left behind us. For ihe frands, not 

only as a woful inftance of the won
drous manner, in which the wicked inha~ 

i 2 Pet. iii. 9. 
k Ephcf. v. 6. 
I Luke xvii. 3Z' Gen. xix. 26. 

• .-
bitallts 
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bitants of that country peri!hed; but al[o 
as a laiting example to others, of the great 
folly of delay and remiffilefs in their obedi .. 
ence to the commands of God. 

Now to God the Father) &c. 

S E R .. 
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PSALi\I lxxviii. 12. 

Marvellous things did be in tbe figbt if t l.'cir 
fathers in the land of Eg)'}t, ill the jield of 
Zoa11.. 

E have (een the ICraelites mar\'d

lou fly conduCted into the bnd of 
Egypt, and providentially fettled in the dif
trill: of Gollien; where, though they lived 
difiin8: by themfelves, they had yet many 
and frequent opportunities of imparting [orne
thing of the true religion to all the people 
around them. 

• • 

Here 
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• 

Here they continued above two hundred 
years; during which time, great and momen~ 
taus revolutions happened, as well in the 
general fiate of the kingdom, (lS in their 
own particular aff.1irs. 

In the firft perio~l of their fcttlement; 
whilft they comfortably enjoyed the benign 
influence of royal favour; as they were 
gratefplly difpofed tQ infirua thole) with 
whom they copvcrfed, in the true know ledge 
of God and his providence; [0 their <;:orre~ 

, 

fpondents, we may prefUL11e, were no leis 
inclined tp be taught alld infirua,ed· by them. 

, , 

From thefe mutl1a~Jy good difpofitions, frol11 
, . 

thefe kind intercom'res and friendly cprre-
fpolldence~ great improvements mufi !leCer, 

, 

£1rilyarire. For religion and virtue, firongty 
~ncl1lcate~ pnone fide, and readily em
brac~d OIl the other, mufi naturally thrive 

, 

~ndi!lcreafe: And, as they fpr~ad, mtlit ua-
~ur~l~y and .!'If ~mll'fe gather :(l:reng:th~ 

But w~lafe\'er improv~mellts the Egyp-
• 

~jans might make ill their religious fCl\ti-
Plents or moral condua, during this calm 
~p4 uufpiciollS period,; yet, certain it is, that 

, . . • 
111 

, ' 
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in [ubfequent, and probably turbulent, times, 
when a new and impious king had acquired 
the dominion over them, they grad\lally re
lapfGd into their former frate of vice and ig
norance; and became again unhappily dif· 
ting\.liihed by their grofs fuperfl:itions and 
~pominable i4olatries. For it is inr:onte!1:ably 
evident, that in the days {)f MaCes they were 
entirely,devote9 to the worfhip and {ervice 

. of £111edeities: And not only fo, but that 
the Hr,aelites themfelves, who fojourned 
among them, were in like manner, notwith. 
itanding the promifes and feal of circum
cifion, either led by their example, or forced 
by their cruelty, to adopt and praCtife the 
f.1me fuperftitions m. . 

, 

Whep things ·were come to {ueh a pafs; 
whcntbis p~ople, who had been raifed up 
Oll purpore to preferve religion, were thus in 
danger ·of being perverted from it, or of 
periihing under the affliCtions which they 
filffered on its account; when this, I [1Y, 

appears to be the cafe; was it not highly 
• 

"Exod.xxxii. 1-9. J001. xxiI'. q. Ezek. xx. 7,8." 
xxiii. 3. See Bp. WARBURTON'S Diy. Leg. b. iv. § 6. 

lieeefiary 
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nect11al'Y that God ihould viiibly interpore 
in their favour,' and deliver them from the 
hands of their cruel, oppreffive, and infeetious 
maners? And coniidering the pa\-t, which 
the Ifraelites had to aet, in carrying on the 

• 

deligns of his providence; was it not equally 
• 

neccihry, that the mode of their deliverance 
• 

{honld be fo contrived, as to COil vince them 
and the reft· of' the world, that the notions 
they had imbibed were vain and erroneous, 
and the gods they adored faife and ima~ 

. . 
O"I'lory; b I. \! • 

Now, as thde things were not only 
worthy of the divine cognizance in them-

. . . 
[elves:, b1.Jt feem,in- their very· miture, to 
require fame proper proviGon to be made for 

• • 

thern; (0 it is obfervable;· th.'<lt Obd, through 
thecourfe of his ·manifdbtions in Egypt, 
liad a' dear and conaant regard to -them n. 

. . 
For the chief intention, as the Scripture af-

• 

• 

n Cum it! ageret Dcus! ut populum ab 1Egypti fcr\'itut~ Ii-
• 

berarct; ita parar.r filllt Olllnia. ut Deus Ifradis 1Egypti deos 
ludibrio cxponeret, eor'1"~. una cum cultu corum, v:lnitatis poil: 
natos ~omil~~S m~ximc rcd~lr~lIcrct. 

lib.!' c. i. § I. 
Snxc.ER. ce Le!'. Hcb. 
'. . . ~ 

fmes 
• • 

) 
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flues us, of his "ll1ultiplyinp; thofe Ggns 
and wonders, both in heaven above, and in 
the earth beneath," was to convince all " 
the lfraelites 0, Egyptians P, and the refl: of 
the nations 9 ·tb<lt "the he<lvens and the 
earth were the Lord's, and that he was the 

, 

governor among all people r ;" or, in other 
words, that "he alone was the true God, 
and that there was none elfe befides him." , 
How properly thefe manifefl:ations were 
adapted to produce [uch convictions, I i'hall 
110W endeavour to explain. 

It is the fundamental principle of divine 
government, to work upon rational creatures 
in a rational manner. But the maft rational 
method of reclaiming any people from the 
errours they have imbibed, "alld of bringing 
them over to the" oppoGte truths, is, to 
make it plain to their underftanding, that 
things are in fael jl1fr the reverfe of what 
they conceirf'; and to render them fenfible, 

til Exod. vi. 7.-X. 2. 

r Exod. "ii. S.-xiv. 4. IS. 
q Exod. ix. J 6. 
f l'Cal. xxii. 28. 

that 
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that it were therefore more' becoming their 

• 

nature, as well as more conducive to their 
happinefs, to think and aCl: differently for the 
future. 

• 

Now, let us apply this to the cafe be~ 

fore us, 
Mankind were never -fo depraved in their 

notions of the divinity, but they attributed 
to it as well the government and cotaduCt .of 
.things~ as the diihibutiol1of the good .or)H 

. that ·befel them: And fo far they were cer~ 
tainly right. But then they faBly imagined, 
that'the more iUufrrious and aClive parts of 
the univerfe. the fun, fiars, and elements '\ . 

• • 

completely anf\vered thefe divine characrers. 
For, as theyobferved .the courfe of things 
to be confiantly regulated, and the bldfmgs 
and calamities of life to be daily difpenfed, 
by the motion and agency of thefe bodies; 
fa they were led, by .thofe appearances; '~o 
believe them to be the on~y gods that g0~ 

• 

verned the world. Herein lay their ruinous 
mifiake. And by what· means was this 
mifiake to be corrected r Was it not by c.an~ 
vincing them, that thefe bodies had no other 

powers 



, 
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powers or qualities, than what they derived 
from their great Creator; whofe inftruments 
they were in carrying on the purpofes of his 
providence? And what properer method could 
Jehovah employ to form in their minds this 
conviction, than that of empowering his 
minifter to change or fupprefs the qualities 
of fuch bodies; and make them operate, by 
his bare command, in direCt oppolition to 
their ordinary cOUlJe? 

This was to appeal to their own- notions; 
to make them fenfible in their O\vn way, 
that he alone was the governour of the 
world; and that all vifible beings ""ere but 
fo many fubordinate agents, working by his 
power, and under his direction; and confe
quentl y, that he alone was intitled to the 
worfhip and obedience of men, as he alone 
could reward or pllnifh them. 

Now, as fuch a procefs was moil: aptly , 

accommodated, in the rea[oll of things, to 
the circumil:ances and apprehenGons of man
kind; fo, in the cafe of the Egyptians, the 
Deity, we find, proceeded accordingly, " 
exertillg his [lower in appropriated infiances, 

3 \yhich 
• 

• 
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, .. hich equally ferved to demonfirate the 
nullity of the gods they worfhiped, as to 
punifh the crimes they had been guilty of in 
confequence of that worfhip. 

But, to fet this matter in a clear light, it 
win be nece{{~lry to take a particular view of 
the progrefs aqd candua of the whole pro~ 
cedure. . 

In tbe firfi place then, Jehovah, by a mef~ 
f.1ge in his OW11 name, required the Egyp
tialls to releale his people s. The Egyptians 
difclaimed all knowledge of him, aud arro
gantly difdaincd to pay any regard or atten
tion to him. "W1w is Jehovah," replied 
Pharaoh, " that I ihOllld obey his voice, to 

• 

let Ifrael go r I know not Jehovah, neither 
will I let Ifrael go t." They had god,s of 

• • 

their own ulliverfill l1ature and its feveral 
tartsu who could, they thought, aCt as 

power· 
, EXQd. ,", l

I Ibid. ,'cr. 2. 
• 

U They worfhiped the lI))ivOfl tmder the name, I. of Pan. 
n 'A'I'"' "nAN'" ,''''' - '"' - , ag 'JII'n'WlHiS ea, __ . I"!~J "g)~aIOTa.I'!::?I" '!r Tw. ~KIW 'rW, 'l1rg::lT(4' 

1.$"",,,,,8,;;;, .i,",. HEROD. Euterp. c, crlv. And of him it 
is fung, no.", 

• 

• 
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powel fllll y in their behalf, :lS Jehovah could 
do in behalf of the Hi'aelites. In theft: 
therefore they tru1l:ed, aud upon thefe they 
depended. 

This then, you fcc, was the proper time 
to convince tbem of their folly; or to 
puniih their il:ubbornnefs, if they proved in
corrigible. But God, foreknowing what the 
confcquence would be, and unwilling to cn~ 
teron the methods of feverit,;, commanded 

• 

his fervants to go again to Pharaoh, and reo 

Peat the demand of his difmifiinp.: the Hi-ae-,J 

lites. Upon this iecond appkatioll, the king 
required them to c:,ltiG~t iome miracle, as a 

2. nEcier that of Serapis; Nam Serapis, quem lEgyptii deum 
ma':illlum p,orli,\e (ruat, oratns a NiclUcrconte Cypriorum regc

(jais cicorum haberctur, his vcdibu; fuEicitam rdigionem regis 

in{\ruxit-· -

I , \ '~.' I 

0l<!'-o, T' .. ~),"vY'; ?-"II-"gc. ~"'" "').'01'. 
l\1.~cr_oB. Satufll. Lib. I. c. xx. , 

, 

proof 
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proof that Jehovah was really God, and that 
they were charged with his commiffiol1. 
Aaron, in compliance with that requefi, 
" threw down his rod before Pharaoh, and 
before his fervants, and it became a fer
pent" " which in their hieroglyphical theo
logy, was the emblem or reprefentatioll of 
the Jttpremc God Y." Hereupon the magicians 
were called to confront him; who, being ar
rived, infiantly "threw down every man 
his rod, which became in like manner fer
pents .. " emblems or fymbols of their ft.l
preme divinities. Thus 6r both parties 'might 
be thought, perhaps, to have exhibited equal 
figns of power. But the fuperiority foon ap
pears: for " Aaron's rod [wallowed up all 

• 

the rods of the magicians z." An evident 
prognofiic this, o(the event of the enfuillg 
contefi; wherein Jehovah vanquiilied and 

x Exod. vii. w. 
y oi 'A'76\";"7,,,-... ~, II O<HN, &T",e;, /l."(I-',,<t 0">;1-'"(,,,1'1, i. c • 

• 

iEgyptii Serpcntc bonum D:cmoncm lignific'lnt. SANCHO-

1'1.\ TH. apl1d EusEn. Pr<cl" E,·. Lib. r. c. x. p. 41. &c. Voss. 
dc Idolo1atr:lib. III. cap. J 3. in fine. 

1. F..xod. "iii. 12. 

defiroyed 
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iJe£troyed all the gods of Egyptin reality, as 
he did here 'in fvmbols. 

• 

This miracle making no imprefilon O:l the 
minds of Pharaoh and his minit1ers; God 

.. 

then proceeded to exert his power in £till 
i110re awakcnilW miracles,,' fuch as not only 

-> 

provd, tha~ he was " Gael of gods, and 
Lord of lord;;," but alf0 i11ewcd, that "his 
j)ower and his wrath is ~gain{t all them that 

, 

for(lke him '." 
Thefe miracles, though feemingly con~ 

fl1fed to fLlpcriicial readers, may neverthelefs,; 
upon cioter infpcdion, be eafil y reduced into 
four c.1affis; as being tranfaC1:ecl in the four 

.. 

elements, which were efteemed ill Egypt the 
four principal deities; 

.. 

Let us then confider them: in their order: 
, 

, 

for there is plainly a regu{<"r order i and a jufl: 
gradatioll; obiCrvable in them: 

1. The Egyptialls; it is well known, held 
w A:fER b in high veneration; and more pat~ 

II Ezra viii. 1~. 

. b lEgypti ilJcol~ a'lllanlllJ cCJ:cficia percipientcs, al~.\ltn 

coIunt, aquas fupcrl1itiof.~ votorutn continuationc \,cne.f;ntur. 
JUL. FU/.fIe: de Er. prof. Rdigior.i,. PlfiL. Juri. de V~l Molis~ 
lib.i.p. 61 7· , 

VOL. I. 

• 
I 
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ticularly the river Nile t. This was the fj"llir
ful {ouree of their ehoicefi: bleffings; and 
thence became the chief objeCt of their reli
gious regard. For, as" their daily fufi:enanc!l: 
was, in a great mea[ure, owing to its 
bounty " its water being their common 
drink, and its fiili their common fDod d; fo 
were they punCtually careful in paying it 
their confi-ant and dailv devotions. If then • 
they were to be convinced, that "God is 
wonderflll in the waters;" that that river in 
particlliar was his e; and that they ought to 
be thankful to him for it; {urely his depriv
ing it of all its utility .. "deihoying its fifu., 
that they might not eat thti:m" alterillg its 

,~, \.- 'J 'l' • .... N'h"l' I (. O~.'(h.,. "IX? bTW ''nfl'lJ Alyt:'i;'hOlS" fI.,'~ 0 Nlii\o;. II I emm npuu 

iCgrptic5 tanto in honore erat atqllc NilllS. PLUTo de If. ct 

Ofir. § 5. 
d Nllmher; xi. 5. H£~oDoT, Ellt •. c." lxxl'ii •. DIO!>·. SIQ. 

Rib. Hilt. lih. 1. p. 31. I~d. H~no'·. 
, The prefent king of Egypt might perhaps imagine, with the 

[.lme arrogance as one of his fllccelfors afterwards did-1-See Ezllk. 
x:;ix. 3.···that this ril'cr was fo pect1iiarly and emphatically his 
0:1.'11, that it was not in the pOIlU of any God to difpo1fefs or de·" 
I" ire him 0: ie, be,Refits. 

. , water 
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\Vater that they could not drink it f was 
110 unlikely means to ,york that effea.
And if they were, which they are f.1id to 
have been, (0 barbarouDy fupedl:itious in 
their devotions to this rivcr, as, at a partiClI
lar period in every year, to ihin its currcnt 
with human tlcrifices g; thcn his "turning 
its water into blood" was a jufl: and {uitablc 
puni{hment for {uch bloody cruelties h. 

Then agJin, as the banks of this river 
'were the grand {cene of their magical ope. 
rations j, in which blood and Fogs made the 
principal part of the apparatus k; (0, by 
commanding it to producc fuch an infinite 

f l'!f!I.O ("it. Mali" lib. i. p. 617. Ed. paris.) [eems to inti· 

mate, that th~ fjlh became imm~diatcl\' lInlit tor ule; their nutri· 
• 

ti,'c property being in!bntly Cha!lged into another of the, moil 
pel1ifcrous nature. And J0sEl'!lUS l"ys (Antiq. Jud. lib. ii 
c. xi,'. § I.) that the water brought great pains and bitter tor· 
ments Upull (hare who \'cnttlreu to drink of it, 

g U ni"crral lion. \'01. 1. b, I. 011. iii, § I. p. +13 and 

484. 8"0. 
/, Ex. vii. 19. ZI. ReI'. xvi. 5.6. 
I Targ. J 0 x. n. Ucr [.L. in Exo,l. "ii. ! 5. e, viii. 16. 

k l\l.\p!ox. ::Iior. Ncvoch. p. ii'. c, xlvi. SPE1;CER de Leo 
" lIth. lib. ii. c. XI'. § I. HORf.To EpoJ. ,'. vcr. 19' ]ur.X.IL. 

,~ ... 
. )ar. lll. '1(;::, j.-l. 

R :2 multi-
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multitude of thefe creatures to annoy them I, 
l1e adapted his chaftifement to the nature 
of their crimes: adapted it indeed in a moft 
wonderful manner: fince frogs were not only 
the inftruments of their abominations, but 
likewife the emblems of thofe impure d~
mons, whom they invoked by their incan
tations m. 

II. The EAR TH was another objea of 
• 

their wor!l1ip n; to which they addrefied their , . 

folen111 devotions, and offered up the firft. 
fruits of the han.-eft, as to the dOllor of their 
corn and grain, and of all the other plOduce 
of the year 0. To make them therefore [en-

1 E -.! .,. 6 
Xuu. Vlll. S. • 

ll\. ReI'. x,·i. 13' 

n Non eordcm deo5 fimiliter coiunt tlnivcrfi lEgyptii, "'h~" 

"IcnJ, ... " ~ 'OI1(~IO;, przter 1jickl1l et 0;'-;11-1105 perxque univerli 

colunt. HEItODOT. Euterl" c. 42. "I"J" ""flo" r;;. tX"O"' ~ ",tJ
~eO'". l'WT. de If. et Of. § 38. 

0'£ ' \... "l' \ C) \ \ , 'fI" J or'''ar ~ ~tlil l!C:Ul. 'TOll ... Ef'C1'P.G. TtI'~ 'ZijeWTa~ Cl,1'.'lt1H'Tct)' '(l.xt}~,. 

...... ?. Nam eliam nunc Illcms tempore oblatis fpicarum pri
mitiis, incolre juxta manipuio5 plangcre, Ifidcmque inyocare [c,

lent. Id qum.! idcirco liJcillnt, II! hO!1orem pro inl'clltis Dea! {uL 
prim:e ill.ventionis tempus rctribuant. DIOD. SICUL. Bib. Hilt. 
lib. i. p. 13' EUS£B. Prxp. EYaug. lib. iii. cap. vi. fub fin. 
SHNCUR de Leg. Heb.lib. iii. cap. xi. 

fible, 
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fibie, that the EAR T 11 did not put forth 
thofe life-fufiaining pl'OduCl:ions (for which 
they adored it with mifiaken gratitude) by 
any independent virtue of its own, btlt only 
in confcquence of the divine efiabli{hment ; 
to make them, I h1Y, fenuble of this, God 
reverfed the nature of its produCl:iotls; 
c<luling it to " bring forth lice on man and 
beafi, through ail the land of Egypt ?" 

Before, they were nourilhed by what the 
e;1rth produced; now, they are devoured 
bv it. -

" And oecau[e they had gone aHray fo 
very far in the ways of errour, as to hold 
the cattle of the field ·yea, noifome beafis, 
reptiles, and infects- .for gods q;" therefore 
the former were killed by a murrain r; and 
a mixture of the latter was fent to torment 
them s: ~, that they might experimentally 

r Exod. viii. 16, Ii. 
q Wifd. xi. 15. 
r Exod. ix. 3-6. 

know, 

• Exocl. viii. 21-2+. lifb. ::1'Wi1, which the p~dg. render" 

amne genus mufcarmn; but the LX x In Ole partic\\br1!', '."I""'~" 
-

}' . \ J 
• he, 
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know, that wherewithal a man finneth, by 
the [arne al[o thall he be puniihed t." 

Ill. The AIR was another of their chief 
divinities u; to , .. hom they attributed the fa-

" 
lubrity of their climate, and the bealthinefs 
of their own conititlltions x; and who(e be
nevolence therefore they itudied to engage 
by the ofi:erings of daily incenfe Y. To con
vince them of the fall1lOod of this opinion; 
to {hew them, th;)t "God alone woundetb 

and healeth, killeth and maketh alive;" he 
changed the :G1lubrious qualities of the air, 
and rendered it peitilcntial "exciting hot, 
inflamed tumors, and virulent, angry u leers, 
Loth in mall and beait, throughout all the 

i. e. doZ-fi..·. And ill thi, (en«c, the infliCtion is jllt1Iy applicabie 
" 

to a particular branch o( their ulperllitian, viz. ting"'l"Oljl-ip. 
Oppida tota CJncm rcncrantur. Juv. Sat. xv. ver. 8. . 

, Wifd. xi. 16. 
"T' \' I r I , J e - A"" . 

. Co"' (j _\i~:.t 'tCfH1:t"gl;.::rttJ qJa.:1JlI A ,,)lXV, >t.. 1". ,.. en porro 
" ~1inena: nomen, 'l1l3dam vocis interpret,tiane, attribuilk, Jo

viL<jue lijiam hane ct virgincm putari, eo quod ner natura conup

tioni non fit obnoxius. DtoDOR. SICUL. Bib. Hift.lib. i. p. 12. 

Eus EB. Pnep. Evallg. lib. nr. cap. ii • 
• HnoDoT. Eut. c. Ixx\·ii. 

1 PLUT unr. ,leIs. et Of. § 80. 

land, " 

, , 
" , 
" 



S E R M 0 N X, 247 

fand." ·And if you {uppolc this paiL1ful in
fliCl:ion to afrccr more particularly the ingui. 
llal parts, as the word which we tranilatc 
" blains'" (eems to indicate; we may theH 
conclude it to be farther intcnd~d as a juf1: 
puniihment of thofe lafcivio1l5 praCtices, ant! 
abominable impurities, to which the L1atioll 
was horribly addiCted ". 

Then again; as they afcribed the exube
rance, growth, and maturity of all vegetable 
produCliollS to the genial warmth and UelJig'll 
influence of this divinity, the AIR; fa the 
Lord ftrengthned and invigorated the powers 
of that element ~ to correCt and reprove their 
crrour. For he eaured it to produce [uch 

" Exod. ix. 9' Heb. ii1V':lY:l~ ulcera, apoilcmata, morbus 
gallicu5. SCHiN'DL£R in Rall. n)):J. Sic. 'ct A"lh.lll iignif. ,. 
Scortata fuit mlilier. 

• Haud dubie lim/JaMd; rcrbmn, tit paffim, ad jdololatriam 

I'cCwur. Ita lamen, tit Jil1-1L11 allLldat ad ./EgJ'P1i"rwlI !ibidillCS 
impnrillim'ls. Hon-cfca rc(crcns. In parte hircini cl1ltus it! iuit, 
quod quxdal11l11uliercs, tanquam religioni ;uldiC!x, facris fcilicct 
hircis f<1!tle fe fubl11ittebant. EacHART. Hieroz. p. 1. lib. ji. 
".liii. Sec Lel'it. xviji. 23, 2+." xx. IS, 16. and I'ATRlCh:'S 

Com. on the Text~. 
, IVifd. xvi. z+. 

R4- dreadful 
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dreadful {rorms of rain, hail, thunder, and 

• 

lightning, as had llever been kl1o\vn illlCC 

the f01Juclation of Egypt; \vhcrchy the 
greatdr part of the herbage and ffuii: \\'a~ 

blafied amI dcfirovccl.. And aftcrwarr:b, the • • 

cajl-wind, which they likcwiie adoree!, COIl-

veyed through their coafis a large nif;ht 
of locu{rs, to eat and con(ume the rc
~11ainder c • 
• 

IV. The [upremc objects of their worO)ip 
1 1

, ,. 
were t 1C SUN, MOO?', anl ST:\RS", wllofc 

fplendor n:ruc;( them with high admiratioll? 
and whofe beneficence war ked mightily 
upon their gratitude. To iliew them there
fore that he ruled in the heavens, aml go

verned thefe exalted and iplendid luminaries; 
Jehovah fufpendcd their lights and cma
natiol1s--cauicd them to w;thdraw their 

< E"n,1 ,. I "-I • .......... ..'.... ). 

;J \ ,,) ": ':1 t'I •• ' \ , I • 

TI:i., (J' #;/ ;!XT .:\~ ..... tl7.'I:J~· .. ;:!.~'~7.'-;: TO Q";;':;'G:I'))' ,,/::O~~~;lJc-u~oi.:>:· 
' 1 " • • 

!C... -; t,· ... , , ".'\,. • tI \'. / 

Ic:';;~ cHU1..c:..~ ~!~;, (i:U.~~ 'TC y ... ~jr:..' .. c;' 'rC.)TE H?,IC,'J ,t, "'Ij~ 1:~i,ijt1;',l, 
• •• 

~:. or, A. Cxtcrmn ye:uib3:nlJ5 ::1 ~'E;ypto mortaies-Juos tilt: 

Deas cxltim:d!e, ",teme; E·: primo" Solem quil'Fe & Lu
nam; quo!'".Hn iihlll) Oiirilil, h:l::C rem, appc:Uarint. D~()noR. 
• • 

SICt'L. Bibl. i-Iiit. lib. 1.1" D. Po:t!'" YR. <tpw! E\ISEn. I'r:t'j" 
• • 

f,van!.!.lib. i~i. COl~. t\'o 
,~ " .. 

]l1fl:re 

, 
1 . , 
~ 

, 
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Iu arc _ and "covered all the land of Egypt 
~vith thick d:lrkne[s for three days c." 

To thefe miracles in proof of his fove
reignt)", God fuperaddctl one more, as a de
mOlli1ration of his providence. For the 
death of every tirft-born of the Egyptians 
carried fo lively a refemblance1 and bore, as 
the allthGr of the Book of Wifdom jufily 
(lbfcfVCS f, io natural a relation to their fill, 

in dc!1roying every male of the Iu-aelites; 
that they muft needs perceive, it \yas pur
poiely infiiEted as a fuitable puniihment for 
that very cruelty: and confequently mlli1: 

• 

conclude, that this great and tremendous 
GQd, the God of l[rael, took particular cog
nizance of human tranhlB:ions; and, fooner 
• 

or later, " rewarded every man according to 
1 . k " lIS wor '. 

Such were the miracles performed in 
Egypt; and [uch the purpo(es intended by 
them. And, when viewed in this ]ight; 
the very ligllt in which the Scripture places 

e Exod. x. ZI·"-23. 

i Ch. xviii. s. 

3 
them; 
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them; how;judicioufly do they appear to be 
accommodated in their noture to the appre
henfions of the people, and the points in 
controverfy! how properly adapted, in every 
re{pect, to anfwcr the ends, that were de
iigned by them! Nor is the manner in which 
they were wrought le[s worthy of our admi
ration; fince it was fo calculated, as to ex:
elude or obviate every objection, which their 
prejudices might fuggefl:; and to forward 
and improve every good and pious emo
tion, which their reflections might infpire . 

. For, 

In the firfr place, as the Egyptians, who 
had very high notions of the art of forcery, 
might probably imagine, that Mores per
formed thefe miracles and prodigies by [orne 
fafcinatioll g; fa their own magicians were 
freely permitted to try the utmofr of their 
fkill and power in the repetition or imitation 
of them: but they tried in vain. Their 
acknowledged inability therefore to equal 

g OR (GE~ contra C£L50!, lib. iii. 
:--Iofi, lib. i. 

, 

PUJJ.o Jud. D~ "ita 

and 
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and irnitatc them, plainly proved and incon
tefiably evinced, that they were not the 
effeC1:s of magic, but the works of God h • 

• 

And, though thefe detefiable feducers had [0 

far impofed upon the people, as to make 
them believe, that they conld, by their in
cantatiolls, iecllre both their perfons and 
properties from all kinds of evil i; yet, how 
mull: even the fimpleJl: among them, be now 
awakened into a full c01lviC1:ion of the falf
hood and vanity of (uch deceits, when they 
(1\",,' the magicians, with all their bOafiing, 
equally involved in the common calamities; 
and, in {pite of the high pretenlions of their 
art, iharing the general fatc of their neigh
bours k! And this, it fhould (ecm, the hi[
torian has been careful to record, left the 
children of I(rael ihould be led afl:ray, and 
impo[;::d upon by the like ·pretenfions. 

Moreover, the Egyptians were forewarned 
of the day, when every plague ihould befal 

h Ed"· xo . VllI. I9. 
; MA 1 MON. Mor. Ncvoch. p. iii. c. x:<;xvii. 
~ Wi!ll. xvii. 7. S. 

them; 



252 S E R 1\1 0 N X. 
them; and permitted to ailign their own 
time, when they would have them re
moved; whereby they might clearly fee, 
that God alone was the author both of 
their fufTerings and deliverances; and that 
po planetary afpeCt (for they thought the 

, 

frars governed the world) was fo favourable 
or malign, but that he could afiliCl or relieve . , 

them, when ever he pleafed. 
, 

Befides, thefe miraculous judgments came 
, 

upon tbem by 1cifurely adl/au<!es; and pro-
per intervals of fefpite were alJO\vcd them, 
to confider and refleCt upon \vhat had been 
done; "that, feeing by their puniihment 
\vherein they had of rend ed, they lnight re
turn from their wickedncfs, ;mel believe on 
the LordI,." 

And haJ)" to convince tbem that the 
God, who wrought thefe wonders among 

, ' 

them, was the God of Iii-ael; he made an 
obvious, vifible difrin8:ion, through the 

, 

coU\-fe of his procedure, betweei1 the two 
nations: and whiHl:. the land of Egypt was, 

1 i\'·rj .. lit, Xll. 2, 

afflicted 
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affliCted with thefe plagues, the land of 
Gollien, where the Hi-aelites dwelt, re
mained free ann ullmoleilcd!T:. From \vhence 
they might draw this farther conc1uuon, 
that he was as truly gracious to the f:lithful 
and obedient, as he was terribly revere on 
the rebellious alld ungocll y. 

Now, if thefe rational methods of can· 
viCtion could not prevail on the obfiinatc 
Egyptians to repent of their wicked-

-

ncis, and let Ifi-;lCI go; what elie can rea-
ionably be expected, but that God, in juf
tice, iliould fi.lffer their crime to become 
their pnniiliment; and leave thcm " to eat 
the b:tter fruit of th3ir 0\\,11 \Vay5, and to 
be filled with their own devices n 1" Accord
ingly, when they purfued the Ifraelites, 
with infatuated refolution, into the midft 
of the fea; God, who was in no wife bound 
to preferve his enemies by a miracle, fuffercd 
the fea to rerum to its [lrength -and over
whelm them all 0. 

ill Ex. \'iii. 22.-ix . .;. ::6 .. -.,.:;. 23.-x1i. 13. 
;! Pruv. i. 31. 

~ Ex. xiv. 1;, 2R~ 
" Thus 
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" Thus the Lord got him honour upon 

Pharao~, upon his chariots, and upon his 
horfemen and likewife upon I~~_gods_p;" 
whom, according to the cufiom of thofe an
cient times, it is probable, he carried in the 
front of his army q. 

I need not ob{erve what awfbll impref-
• 

lions this amazing judgment r mufi fix 
on the minds of the feveral nations, to 
whom it became kl1O\vl1; and how forci· 
bly it mufl: convince them, that the God, 
who could do fuch mighty wonders, mufi 
be "greater than all gods: fince, in the 
place and things, wherein they were fup-

p Ex. xiv. 18. Numb. xxxiii. 4' 
, q Familiarc {uit idololatris anti'luioribus, iter pr:t!fenim ulf
(cpturis, aut clim holle congrcfiuris, iclola parvula fccum ferre; 
ut itineris focios, pugn:l!quc duces atque aufpiccs habcrcnt 
dcos tutelares, iifquc prxfentibl1s cultum exhiberent. SPEI:CER. 

de Leg. Reb. Lib. iii. c. iii. § I, Of this cullom we me~t with 
ieycral inltances in Scripture; and with onc (yen fo low as the 
(lays of David. I ehron. xiv. 12. 

r And perhaps the more awful, becau[e of the IIIfl1mcr in 
which it was accomplifhed. For thc ancients accounted Jro''';1!

ing a dreadful and accur[ed death. ~"'c. r ,d ,9,,,,~. 1'-'"'' "tl'''
Vir. RES IOD. 01" et Dier.lib. ii. ,'er. 305' 

4 pofed 
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pored to have 1110ft power, he was now 
found to be above them '." 

But I muft not, however, forget to 
mention, that this remarkable plluiihment, 
fevere as it was all Pharaoh and his army, 
might yet be infliCted in great goodncfs, 
and be ultimately attended with great be

nefits, refpeding the nation at large. For, 
if the various modes of idolatrv, then • 
prac1ired in Egypt, were, a~ there is tome 
rea[oll to {urpeCt, impoied upon the people 
by the priefls, and (upportcd by the JaMie,),; 
then, the total defiruCtioll of thefe opprefIive 
agents of ,vickednefs happily ferved to fet 
the people at full liberty to judge for them
[elves; and to follow the impulie of thoic 
refleCtions, which the preceding miracles 

• 

had excited in their minds. But thofc 
refleCtions would naturally lead them, to 
confider Jehovah, the author of the!e mi
racles, as the only gre:lt and true God
;:;nd confequently, as the {ole Being, to 
whom their veneration was to be now di
reCted. Hence their religion mufi necef-

j "" '" '- '.::. XrIlI. 11. 

faril v -

• 
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, 

f.1rily afi'ume a new form; and become, of 
CGurie, more pure, perfeCl:, and refined, than 
it was befOl:e. Being reformed themielves, 
they commuhicated their improvemellts to 
other nations: for moll: nations learnt of 
then1 imbibed their fentiments; and copied 
their manners. 

Now, if the cafe was re,llly fuch; if 
the grcatel1 part of the world derived their 
policy and religion from the Egyptians; 
then the reformation of the inhabitants of 

Egypt might eventually become the re

formation of the inhabitants of the greatefr 

~art of the globe ... A circuml1ance, which 
converts the feverity of this puniihment; 
into an inftance of benevolence of the moft 
extenfive kind. 

" 0 the depth of the riches both of the, 
wifdom and knowledge of God! how un

'fearchable are his judgments, and his ways 
'pail: finding out I!'; Amel1. 

• 

• 

, 

In' 
nOIll. Xl. 33 • 

, 

S E R .. 
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SERMON XI. 

DEU T. xxxii. 9, 10. 

The Lord's portion is his people, Jacob i.r Ih~ 
lot of his inheritance. 

He found him in a defert land, alld z'n thl! 
wajle howlillg wilderneJs; he led him about, 
he irjlruCled him, he kept him as the apple of 
his eye. . . 

HOUGH the children of Ifrael, in 
• 

confequence of the miracles they had 
• 

{een ill Egypt, and of the wonderful paffage 
that was opened for them through the Red-

• 

Sea, did now believe and gratefully u acknow-

U Exod. :xiv. 31. PCai. cvi. 12, 

VOL. I. 'S . . ledge, 
• 

, 
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ledge, that their great deliverer was tIle 
true God; and that he alone had a righttothei~ 
obedience;. yet, as their fuperftitious preju
dices were deeply rootcd 1 and their prOlle~ 

nefs to idolatry remained ihong, the utmoft 
. . 

precaution was fiilllleceifal;Y to keep them 
from £111ing oft: They were too \veak and 
unfettled to be left to themfe1ves, to contend' 
with occurring uemptations~ For had they 
Leen aHowed to' converfe familiarly with the 
neighbouring nations, or had Ehey been COll

duCted imll;ediatdy into ·~he latw. of Canaan, 
. . -

the very fight of the cu·ftomary heathen 
• • 

worihip wouJd have rekindled their fondnefs 
'. . 

for it; and'its £1fcimltil'lg ceremonies would 
have {educed them again, to adopt and con-

• • 

til1ue the praetice of it. 
• 

To guard them therefore from the perni-
dous contagion of i!.l examples; an~ to keep. 

. . . , 
them in conftant clc:pelldance upo~lhimfelf; 

. . 

God wifely carritd them into a defolate 
wildernefS':. where they faw fueh ¢ontinued, . 

• • 

marvellous, infiances of his pewer and -good-
• 

llefs, as equally ferved to fupply their COtlw 

tinually-rifing wants,. and to ftr.engthen and 
. . 1· €onfirm, 

I 
• 
• , 
! 
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confirm their yet feeble; and wavering Etith. 
For there their neceffities were. not more va:
i:ious~ urgent. and pueiHng·; than his' merci
ful providerice was infrant; forward; and 
ready to relieve them: adapting itfelf to 
the circtimfiances of their toridition, and 

• 

. adjufring its bperations to the nature of 
their wants. 

• 

As they knew not the \vay throligh that 
paihlefs deulrt; and were in danger of being 
devoured by wild beafis; the Jhechinah, the . , . 
fymbol of the deville prefcnce, went con": 
fiantly before' them, to guide and proted 
them in all their jonrnies; "He fpread out 
a <:loud for a coveririg in the day-time; anel 
fire to give light in the night-feafon x.'" 

When they grew thirflj; and ha:d nothIng 
to drink; "he brougllt watcr~ out of the 
ftony rock, and gave them driilk thereof 
as if it had been but of the great depth y." 

When they were opprefie.d with: hunger; 
and had nothing to' eat; "he fent thent 

" Pf. cV. 39. 
7 Pf. lxxviii. 15, 16. Ex. :(vii. 6, Nutnb. xx. 8-11. 

• 

S 2 flefu 
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flefh in abundance, and filled them with the 
bread of heaven t.;' .. ' -

As they were continually expofed to the 
inclemencies of the weather, without any 
means of fU'pplying themfelves with new 

• 

c1oathing; ,therefore, that they might not 
perifh by cold and nakednefs, he preferved 
their garments frefh and entire, through 
all the time of their migratiori in the wii
dernef~ n. 

, And; lamy, to render them equal to the 
difficulties of their marches, he keptthe,ir 
feet:- from f welling, and their !hoes from 
wearing out~. . : 

The paternal care, difplayed ill there O1t'
racIes, muft, one wouldimagitie, efieCtlHllly 

. engage their gratitude to God, " who had 
done {uch great things for them ;" ; ai1d in
variahly fix them .in a dutiful obedience to 
all' his laws: laws, that were, moil: of them, 
.attene(!d at their delivery with an amazing 

, 
• 

z Pf. CI'. 40' Ex. xvi. lZ-I;. 

• Dem. xxi\:. 5. 
~ D .. , em. VllI.4. • .. , . .. 

., 2 

• 
, ,. . 

, 

Nlimb. :-;i. 7,31. 

, 
• 

, 

tram 
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tl'ain of wonders equally calculated to prove 
their divinity, as to Cecme them refpeCl: and 
attention: laws, that were, all of them, ex
cellently adap!ed, as well to· promote the 
great defign of this people!s feparation, as 
to prevent the irreg111arit}eS', which they 
were liable to fall into, froin-theifeducing 
examples of other nations. 

But alas! {o {!:rangely was this perverfe 
generation attached to the cufioms, follies 
and fuperititions of the people they had left, 
that no miracles could engage them, no 
laws could preferve them, in the allegiance 
they owed to God. For, even in defiance 
of the Ten Commandnlcnts which were jl1fl: 
delivered; and while Sinai WaS yet trembling 
at the majefl:ic and awflll prefence of the 
Almighty; this people had the hanlinefs to 
revolt from him to make for themfclves a 
molten image. a golden calf, ~he very Egyp
tian Apis c, .. under the condllCl: and pratee-

c '0 p.6:1'XO~ UTO~, Q"A<:ri5 Y.!(A'~,uUO~. HE-RODOr, lib. iii. c. ,s. 
Vide et Su 10 A M in voce 'A"I~il; W hi~h ~lford, an exce)1ent 
romment OIl rood. xxxii. J - J O. 

• 
tlon 

• 



, 

S E R M b N XI. 
,tion of whieh t~ey meal?t to r~tllr~ to their 
:beloved Egypt. 

This defetl:ioll was foul and daring: and 
as it defer,ved, fo it accordingly received, a 
juft and (~itabre:"p,unifhment. "Fpr there 

, ' 

fell of the peopWthat day about three thou-
, 

fil!ldinen~d)? ''B{ff~ l10twithftanding this and 
other chaftifements, which plainly iliqvcd 
them the extreme folly of deferting their 
,God; y~t could not their hearts be in any 

, 

wife induced to rely wh,olly upon him; nor 
could .any motives prevail with them to 
," cOlltinueftedfaO: in bis covenant c." They 
reyol~ed frOlu him at every turn; and mur
mllred again{j: him in ~very difuefs: which 

. . 

.only ferved to increafe their calamities, as it 

provoked bis f.1rther refentment. 
, . 

\Vhen . they perceiyed at length, tha~ 
. . " 

their rebelliuns agail~fl: him ierved only tq 
multiply the proofs of his Jupremacy, and 

c' .,' "," • 

~obring upon themldves heavier inflicti0ns ; 
. . . . 

their perverfel1c[s took then ailother turn; 
,. ".J ••• ", •• I .•.....•. 

dE,' " ..• ,,',' '8 .~t •. .1\..'1. • _ • 

• 

~ l~!;ii.lxxviii. 3i . 
. - . . . .. . , 

and , 

I 
i , 
, 
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;and vented itfelf in oppofition to his milJijlers. 
They diXputed both the title of Mo[es to the 
civil pow.cr, and the deGgnation of Aaron to 

." 
the priejihood J~ 

Now this oppoGtion was no lees impious
than arrogant. For it {truck direCtly at the 
very balls of the divine e11:abliflunent; and 
'was, in effe2c, an open dec1ar~tion, that the 
Mofaic reconomy was nothing more, than a 
refined (hoke of fiate policy , the artful COll

trivance of their ambitious leader • 
• 

At the head of this oppollticm appeared 
. two rellowned and powerful parties; who, 

• 

re[pe8:ively, objeCted to the two brothers, 
Mofes and Aaron, on accotmt of the offices, 
which they had refpeCtively afii.lmed. For 
Dathan and Abiram, who were ~he de[cen
dants of Reuben, the fidl-born of Jacob, 

• 

thought themfelves, in right of primogeni-
ture, better entitled to the civil authority, 
than Mofes could pollibly be, And Korah 
and his adherents, being all, probably, of 
the tribe of Levi, claimed, ill confequence, 

• 

f Numb. x'.'i. 3. 

s .} an 
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• 

an equal right with Aaron and his [ons to 
the office of the pridlhood. 

Thefe were points of high concern; and 
required a clear, inconte:fl:able dccifion. But 

• 

who could decide them, fave God himfeJf? 
To him therefore the appeal ,vas made. 
" And Mofes faid to all the aiIembly . , 
Hereby ye fhall know, that the Lord hath 
:fent me to do all thefe things; and that I 
have not done them of mine own mind . 
.If thefe men," who que:fl:ion my commiffion, 
H die the common death of all men; or if 
they be vifited after the vifitatio;) of all men; 
then the Lord hath not fent me: but if the 
Lord make a 'new thing," and perform an 
inftant, tremendous miracle; ".if the earth 
open her mouth, and {wallow them up alive; 
then ye' fhall underftand, that thefe men 
have provoked the Lord g," in doubting my 

-
authority. 

" And it came to pars, fays the text, that. 
as he had made an end of {peaking thde 
W9rds, the ground clave afullder that was 

;: ~umb. xvi. :2-30. 

under 

. , 
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under them; and the earth opened her mouth, 
11nd [wallowed them up, with all that apper
tained to them; and then elated again 
llpon them h." A judgement~ as decifive, 
as it was terrible. 

Mofes's commiffion being thus proved, his 
brother's caufe was foon after determined. 
The trial was fair and open. Both parties 
appeared before the Lord, exercifing the 
duty of the office they claimed. But the 
great Judge of both infi:alltly d'eclared his 
utter abhorrence of Korah' s prefumption, by 
defi:roying him and his a1fociates with fire i. 
And the next day he publicly ratified his 
approbation of Aaron, by accepting the 
atonement he made for the people, and 
flopping the plague that was raging among 
them k. 

When God, by thefe tremendous aas, 
had clearly manifefi:ed his choice of Aaron, 
in preference to the fans of Levi; he was 

h N b . mn • XVl. 31-33, 
; lb. ver. 3;, 

k Ib, ver. 48. , 

afterwards 

, 
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afterwards pleafed; in ord.er to prevent 'ilny 

farther coutefr, to c.onfirm the fame by 
another mir.q.cle, to the exduuon of all the 

• • • 

tribes •. ~he. form of the procedure,. was 
• • 

this; and is fhiking. Reordered them to 
.take twelve almond-rods I, according to the 
number of the twelve tribes; upon -one of 
which the chief perfon ·of every tribe was to 
infcribe his name; and the name of Aaron 

• • 

to be written on the rog of Levi. 
Now; if we fuppofe, as I think we may, 

that the almond. tree was ufed in ancient 
times forthe emblem -of favour, ac(:eptance 
~lldpropitiouftlefs "'; then it will app~ar, 

that, by this defignation, ea.ch rod be.came 

·1 Numl>. lCv.ii. i-S. 
m SE R VIUS, iq Ijis COll1l1ltnt opi;be [qllpwing linesofY:(ItGIL, 

Georg. i. 187, &c. 
COl'templutor item, clIm fe nux p1uTima fybis, 
Incuir in {orem, et rlmos curvabit olentes; 
Si fUjlC1110t teems, jlariter frUl1lepta leguel1lur, &1:,. 

.()hlerres, Prognof\icon ell anni fpwri fertilis, cum multis ;unyg
dala yeiliet fe floribus, &c .• , that the quick budc\ing, blojfom~ 
ing, &c. of the almond tree, were looked upon ils a fur~ fign of a 
kind, plentiful and propitiou5 year." And therefore might eafily 

• 

be transferred to rejlre[elltfovow·,pro)jcri!y, or pro}iliulljnrfiatlarger 

, 
- . not 

• 

• • 

-
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not only the fymbol of a particular tribe, 
put alfo the emblem of the prie.flly office, in 
jts higheft and moft important branch, the 
Qrticle of atonement. And if fo, we have a 
~lear view at once, as well of the propriety 
pf this mode of proceeding; as of the juR:
nefs of the conclullon, which immediately 
rcfulted from it. For ifthefe rods,-depofited 
jn the tahernacle, reml!.lned there aU toge:' 

ther (that of Aaron alone <cx<oepted) in a dr)·, 
dead and lifeleJs ftate; 'Was it 'not evident 
even to a demonftration, that the tribes red 
prcfel~ted by them' were to remain power/eft 
,and without authority, in regard to the offices 
of that holy place? And when " the rod of 
Aaron budded, blrfJomed, and yielded fruit ," 
in t'O wonderful a manner, how plainly, 
though fymbolicalIy, it was thereby deter
mined, that he and his defcendants were 
the only perfons, whom the Lord had 
called to minifter before him; and that , 
their miniftration alone was the miniftra-
lion of truth, life and perfeClio1Z? And as thir 
rod was aftenvards laid 'up in the ark, for-a 
perpetual tefiimony of the divine eleEtioll of 
, , the 
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• 

the Aaronic race n ; . fo were " the cenfers .of 
;Korah and his'colhpany wrought out into 
·broad . plates for a .covering of the altar, as a 

- ftallding memorial of the dreadful effeCt of 
. -th~ir impious' rebellion that none,' for the 

future, JU.ighi pr~Cume to rebel' in the fame 

• 

• 

. ~napner 0," : '. . 

. And.il,d~ed,rebeI1ilJns of this kind they 

.wer~ flO lpnger guilty of; though in other 

.refpeCts they continued iEll incorrigibly vile, 
• 

perverfe anddifobedient. 
For, when G.od . had carried them, with 

much patience and long-fuffering, to the 
w:ry borders of the promifed land; and had 
mercifully propoted to put an eild to their 

'tra,'cIs; forgetful of his mighty works, and 
. aCtuated again by a fpirit of perverfenefs, 
they cOlltemptuou{1y dcfpif~d that pkafant 
land; and, concluding him ullable to give 
them pofIeffion of it~ mup-purcq· againft him 

• 

:1 Numb: xvii. rD. 
o Numb. xvi. 38-'4°' l,Vhcn king U~ziah, many years 

"ftcr, impioufly tranfgrellC.1 in the 1"me way, ~c was iuliantly 
amI miraculoufly fmitten with the leprofy, and continued infeCted 
ro the ciay of hi. death. 2 C'hron. x",,·i. 16 ... ·21 • 

. 
• , 

with 
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with great bitternefs, for expofing them' to 
the dangers and calamities of war. "Where;. 
fore hath the Lord' btought us unto thi:; 
land, . to fall by the fword; that our wives 
and our children ihould' be' made a prey? 
'vVere it not better fer us, to chufe a captain; 
and return again into Egypt p ?" And a 
captain they accordingly chafe q. '" 

This audacious revolt, proceeding from a 
{pirit of, hardened infidelity, provoked ·the 

Altnighty 'to {uch a degree, that he deter.,. 
mined to rejeCt that whole generation, and 
force them to wander about in the wilder .. 
nefs, till they were all confumed and worn 
ail--ay. How they [pent their. time. there, 
the prophets will readily inform us .. " Have 
ye offered ,unto me," f.1ith God by the inouth 
of Amos~: 'f facrifices· and offerings in the 
·\vildernefs by :the fpace 'of forty year~, -0 
houfe of !frael r ?"No: but, as he farther 
:complains in the words of Ezekiel, 
houfe of mael rebelled againfr me 

,p Numb. xiv. 3, {. 
'I Nehem. ix. 17. 
r eh_ v. 25. 

,~ The 

in the 

•• , 
•• • 

wiiderne[s : 

, 
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wildeniefs : they walked not in my fututes; 
and they -defpifed my judgements; and my 
fabbaths they greatly: polluted; and their 
heart. w.eblt . after. their idols '." And fillee 
they chafe forthemfdves thefe' vain gods, 
~herefore 'the Lord" confumed their days in 
cotrefpondellt vanity, and the y,ears they had 
to live in extreme:trouble t." 

, :When this faithlefs generat,ion was' thus 
condenined to wander about, and die away, 
hy JdeglTeies, in the; Ylildernefs ; the ,Lord, to 
give .fuller fcope to the fenteuce, withdrew 
fromtbem, ill forne meafure;that gracious 
pllotec\:ion which he had before .vouchfafed;. 
and fuffered them to perifh;partly by the 
natural annoyallee~ of the country; fuehas 
the bite of venemous ferpel1!;Si'., and other 
·calamities incident to traveller~' in hot eli ... 
-Jila,tes; and partly by the incul1fions of adw 
jacellt enemies x; who eafily overcame them, 
when now their God tlO longer fuecoure.d 
them. 

s Ch. xx. 13, 1(;. 

t Pfal. lxxviii. 33. 
" Numb. xxi. 6. 
< Ibid. xii,. 45 • 

• 
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In this natural and ordinary',vay, whieh 
fufficiently an(wered the pllrp0fe of Provi-

, 

dente, were numbers of them c~rried off. " 
t6 the great aoateine:nn of in examples. Bur: 
",henever they" finned with an high hand,'" 
and were guilty of prefurnpttlO(Js tranfgief.:. 

• 

nons;' then did they' always- feel and expe-
rienc:e the immediate rigomof 'divIne ven
geance, 111 a fearful and extrti.O\'dinary man
fier. They were confumed by fire, 'or [wept . 
away by a plague. Of thefe ,irifiitlions we 
have '{everal il1fial1ces ~ but none more re-

, 

markable, than tbat which happened "in 
the matter of Peor;" '\vhen; for their heinous 

" , 

and complicated'offence their hafe idolatry 
and '{hamelefs' {ornication" '.'" there feU of 
t,hetrt 111 otie day- "foUr 'an"€!: twenty thE>U-

, 
fail8 -r." This 'W·as the laft 'and finifuii)g-
:firoKe of God's avenging providl;}rtc'€j which, 
to the happy cleliverance of the fucceeding 
race, cdmp'let1ei the excilwn of that corfU pt 

• generatIOn. • " 

• 

In the me'ah time howe~r'; :whilft 'he ex-
ercifed thefe marvellous-, unrelenting fever.i-

y. NtIDlb;nv. 9' rein-:x. 8.' 
• • 

tle~ 
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-ties againft that fillbborn and devoted gene. 
ration; it i~ .no lefscurious thilo pleafing to 

obferve, with what infinite candefcellfi,ol!, ~~ 
well as kindnefs; he un~ertoo~' ~he guardi;ul-
1hip of their Jifillg progeny l with .w,h'.lt ,af: • 

• 

feB:iQllate care he watch~d and defended the 
• • • 

infirmities, of. their, youth; and·wi,th what 
• 

'l1l1we<\ri~~ d'~ligCillce he formed their l~lillds, 
, 

and regulated their ~<\IYl~erS" as ~l).ey grew 
up. . To .t}li~ end; he renewed his covenant 
\vith them:,he.repeatedly,iuftruB:ed them it) 
aJl the, mome(1lous p,!-rts of his law': l,le laid 
before them,Y.~ri911s IPotives to engage the.~ . , 

in the faithful obfervanceof it: and H,heled 
• ··f -, .•. . " 

them abo\lt".· with thei~ devoted fathers; 
·that, feeing in their' puniihme;:nt the ltlif~ra
ble 'confequenc-es of. apoftafyand difobedi:-

• 

ence, they might cautioufiy avoid fuc,h 'per-
niciQus examples, as would prompt them to 
negleCt or tranfgrefs .their dllty. .', . 

,The(e w.ere excellent me.~n6 of improve~ 
ment. And as by thefe means they were 
trained Up into a right notion of the divine 
m;ljefiy; and. early imprefied with a deep 
feofe of his fupreme, authority'; fo by the 

continued 



• 
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continued application of firia: difcipline, a:lld 
the ·confi:ant difplay of miraculous power, 
they were brought at length to be tolerably 

• 

well attached to his govern,ment, and eftab-
lilhed in his pure worfhip. 

Whel1 they became thus traCtable, du-
. tiful and obedient; and had approved them
[elves as fit agents for carrying on the pur
pofes of his pi'ovidence; God then con
duCted them towards the land of Canaan
the place of their deftined habitation; and 
af1ured them, if they continued faithful, of 
their [peedy conqueft and pofiefIion of it. 

And, here, to engage their reliance upon 
him, and to ftrengthen their confidence the 
more inhirn" he recounted to them his 
former promifes; and appealed to theiroWlfl 
experience how puner,ual he had been in the 
accompl'ifhment of them. He put them in 
mind, that, though he had been obliged .to 
·chaftize them for their benefit, and even ,to ' 
cut offfrdm among them :the refraCtory and 
infeCtious; he had neverthelefs been iliH 
true and faithful to his word; ftiH careful 
of the main body; iim:e it appeared by the 
. VOL. 1. T ll1ufrer 

" 
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mufrer now taken, that their number on the 
whole was nearly as great, if not greater 
than it was before'. And if, in a ftate of 
difobedience, they were not diminifhed by 
the hand of God; they might well conclude, 
that, in the profecution of their duty, they 
fhould never be defrroyed by the hands of 
men. 

But, notwithftanding the conc1ufion they 
{flight draw from hence; as the undertak
ing they were foon to enter upon was [eern
illgly difficult and full of danger, fo God 
wag pleafed to afford them frill more obvious 
proofs, and to fupport them by frill more 
animating encouragements. He led them 

'on againft feveral powerfuI~ idolatrous na
tions;' who oppofed and obfrruCl:ed their 
paffage: and over thefe he vouchfafed them 
au eafy conquefr, as a pledge of their future 
fuccefs in Canaan. For they mufr 'needs 

, 

look upon what he had now done, as an 
carnell of what he had promifed to do far-

. ther,.for them.· . 
, , 

, 

~ .comp.-Nllmb.lln'i. 51, 62. with·E."tod. nxviii.z6 • 
• 

.' . .. ~. . , : 

, 

, S\lCn 
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Such then was the progre[s of divine ad

tniniftration, during the abode of the Ifraelites 
in the wildernefs. Al1d from the ,vhole te
bour of this admil1ifl:tation it appears; that 
the great point, \vhich God had more imme
diately in view; was to fit and difpofe this 
wavering people to an[wer the end for 
which they were cho[en: that his chief 
point was~ to " humble them, and to prove 
thein·' .," to bring them tlofe, and attaeh 
them, to himfelf; that, being at length 
firmly bound to his fervice; they might be 
ready and willing; as it was defigned they 
fhould; to promote his true religion and 
worlhip, in oppofition to the reigning ido
latry; 

And upon this foundation ii: is eafy to ac
count for all the ftatutes and jUdgements he 
gave them; and for all the preiling exhorta
tions to the careful obfervatlce of thofe fl:a
tutes and laws", It is eafy to account for 
the eminent bleilings annexed to obedience; 
ahd for the cur[es denounced againft vice, 

• D • eut. IV. 1-40. 

T:z and 
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and apo!1:acy b. It is eafy to account for the 
ftriCl: prohibition of all communication with 
the idolatrous nations'; for the feeming fe-

, 

verity of commanding their cities to he all 
de!1:royed, together with the mOlluments of 
their fuperftitious worihip d; and aKa, for 
the abolition of all cuftoms, which had any 
"reference to fuch praCtices e. The neceilities 
of the times, the welfare of religion, and the 

. improvement of the world, called for there 
things. ',For they were all, either fo many 
motives to, and enforcements of, true piety; 
-or prudent cautions, and needful barriers, 
againft the encroachments of wickednefs and 
idolatry. . 

'Thus then we fce what proper provifion 
was continually made for'the knowledge and 
adoration of the true God, among his.pecu .. 
liar and chafen people; :lud how well they 
became qualified thereby to advance the de
fJgn and purpofe of his providence, with re;. 

b Peut. xxviii. 1-68. 
t Ibid. vii. 1---5. 
d Ibid. xii. z -3-
e Thiel xh\ I. 3 .. -':rvi. 21, :: .. 

, 

, 

• 

gard 
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gard to the reft of the world. Alid know
ing now that it was in his pUl'pofe from the 
beginning, to make " all the nations of the 
earth finally bleffed" through this difpenf.1.- . 
tion; what thanks ihould we render to the 
Lord for his goodne[s; who, notwithfrand
iog the favours he !hewed to the Ifraelites, 
" had frill provided fome bett.er and nobler 
thing for us that they, without us, might 
not be made perfea f." . 

Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghofr, be afcribed, as is moil: due, all ho
POUr and glory, world without end. Amen. 

• 

f Heb. xi. ;1-0. 

T .., 
.) 5 E R .. 
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PSAL. xliv. ver. 3. 

For they got not the land ill poffilfion by their 
own fword, neither did their own arm jave 
them: but thy right hand, atld thine arm, and 
the light of thy countc11ance; becllt!fe tboft 
ha4Jl a fin)ollr !lllio them, 

If E N the AlnJighty had raifed up, 
in the manner related, proper inha

bitants for the land of Canaan, his miracu-
• 

lous providence conducted them to it, and 
gave the~ poifeffion of it. 

N'ow, as the conqueft of this land was 
·ErR: promifed, and then fecured to them, 

, 

T+ not 
• 
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not merely for their own f.lke, bpt rather as 
a means of carrying Qn the grand defigo, 
which God had originally purpofed; fo i~ is 
natural to prefume, that the meafures., by 
which it was to be now achieved, mq.fi b~a~ 

fome . refcr~i1ce to that deGgn, and contri
bute in their degree to the promotion of it. 
And indeed, if we fedately confider thefe 
meafures, and clofdy obferve their effea~ 
and tendencies, we iliall find them adapted, 
with exquifite propriety, to the advancement 
of the en.d in view; to the ~xtirpatiol1 of, 
idolatry, and the efl:ablifhment of true reli~ 
gion. For they all confpired to fill the na-

• 

tions with wonder and afionifhment; to im-
• • • 

• 

print on their minds high conceptions of the 
majefiy of JehQ\'ah; and to render them 
fenfibJe of the fin and folly of pJa!=ing their 
reliance, hope or cOllfidence ill a~y other 
God but him. 

To evince the truth of this afiertion, let . .,' , 

us firll: attend to the general plan,' that wa~ 
laid down for the acquifitioll of the country. 
1t 'yas to be undertaken and proiecuted by 

yv~r: . 1'i?W., had the acquifitfon of the 
, 

F°tlntry 
, 
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country been the whole that was intended, 
it is eafy to conceive, that God might have 
accomplifhed it in a different manner from 
that which depended on the force of arms. 
He might have de!l:roy~d the inhabitants by 
famine or pe!l:ilence; and introduced his 
people into all their PQfieffions without the 
trouble of drawing a [word, But this mode 
of proceeding, however effeCtual in gaining 
the land, would feemingly have anfwered no 
higher purpofes. It would neither have rna
l1ifefied to the ,vorld the power and great
nefs of the true God, nor expofed to view 
the weaknefs and futility of fa!fe deities: 
whereas the other method brought: there 
points direCl:ly to the tefi, and made them 
obvious to all people. For all nations hav
~ng then th!!ir tutelary deities, to whofe pro
teCtion they committed themfelves and their 
country; and of whofe power they judged 
by the f.1te of war; it is evident, that an at
tack upon any cOllntry-was virtllally an at
tack on thofe guardian gods, who were fup

pofed to be the defenders of it; ~nd whore 
ftrength was put to a trial in the contefi. 

Hence 
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Hel)ce then it follows, that this war ill 
Canaan was a kind of holy war; maintained 
on the one tide by the worihipers of Jehovah 
jn oppotition to the idolatrous nations on the 
other. The fuccefs therefore, which he 

• 

vouchfafed his pepple, mufr be acknow-
ledged, ·even on th~ principles of heathcn
jfm, tp have been .<1. f.ull proof of his fupe
rior power, ;md fovereign authority over 
their idol gods: and confequently muft be 
looked upon as an excellent mean to con
vince them of the abfurdity of depending on 
fuch gods, in preference to the Goo .of lfrae1: 
as it muO: alfo be a O:rong and forcible mo
tive to induce them now to alter their opi
pion; and to ad,opt hirp for the objeCl: of 
their worfilip, who wa~ pwdfed, and !hewed 
them he was poifeifed, of fo great and un

controulable a power. 
. And that his power might appear .ilill 
more confpicuous, {!:ill more incont~ftablc;. 

lle difpofcd, we are to obfcrve, the whole 
train .of operations in fuch a manner, that 
~he conqueft was made not only with ~afe 
,and rapidity; bpt alfo rpad~ by a young? telW, 

unpraC1:ifcd 

• 
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unpraCl:ifed infantry, fighting, at alldifad
vantages, with {hong, hardy, experienced 
veterans, ftlpported by a nmnerotjS cavalry. 
A circumftance which clearly demonftrated, 
that "they gat not the land in poficilioll 
through their own [word;" but by the mar
vellous affiftance of his arm, who, " at the 
inftant he fpeaketh concerning a natio11 or 

kingdom, to build and to plant it, or to pull 
down and d~fl:roy iu," can accordingly bring 
it to pars. 

But let us now quit thefe general re
fleCtions; and proceed to inveftigate thofc 
fpecial illferences, which may be farther 
drawn, to the fame purpore, from the C011-
fideration of the particular achievements 
recorded. 

It has·· been already obferved, that the 
war now waged in the land of Canaan may 
properly be called the war if the Lord; as 
being carried on with a view of planting ~n 
that land his true religion and pme wodhip, 
infiead of thofe deteftable rites of idolatry, 
that wer~ then univerfalJy pracrifeJ. Agree-

€ Jer. xv iii. 7. 9· 

ably 
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ably therefore .to fuch an intention, God,at 
this time, joined the religious to the regal 
charaCl:er; and preceded his people, not 
merely as the governor or king of If rae I, but 

, exprefiy as "the Lord of the whole earthh ;" 

as that fovereign Being, who had a jufi: 
right to the homage and obedience of all 
mankind; and might equitably. punilh their 
contempt or refufai. 

To make them fcllfible, that he came 
flOW to demand his right, and to eflabliih his 
"vorfhip among' them; he ordered the ark 
(the fymbol of his prefence, and the facred 
repofitory of his law) to be taken up by the 
priefls, the minifiers of his religion; and to 
be conduCl:ed forwards to that land, where 
be had promifed, and was determined, to fix: 
it.' And that nothing might be 'wanting to 

. influence and perfwade the inhabitants of the 
land to give it proper reception; and toac
cept the Lord, whofe ark it was, for t~e ob;' 
jeCl: of their faith and \vorthip; he plainly 
fuewed them, that his prefence was conti
nually with it and that his power was en .. 

h J fh ••• o • !11. 13. 

gaged 

, 
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gaged to fupport thole in every emergency, 
who attended it, revered it~ and were at~ 

tached to it. For no {ooner "were the feet 
of the priefrs dipped in the brim of the 
water," but the Gw:rfinwiug of Jordan in
ftantly retired; fc) that its channel became, 
and continued, elry, "until all the people 
\vere pailed O\'Cr i." 

. This miracle, one \yould judge, might be 
fufficient in rcafon to ~\\'aken the Canaanites 
to a due fenfe of the majefty of Jehovah; 
and, confeguently, to a due acknowledge
ment of tbc right h{: claimed to their fub
·million, their worihip, and their obedience. 
But the men of Jericho, blindly (b'oted to 
their own deities, overlooked. the grandeur 
of this mighty aCt, and, contemptllouily re-

• 

fufing the overtures th:.t were made, prepared 
themfelves to.oppofe his people. 

Prov{)king a'3 this conduCt really was, yet 
God, patient and long-fuffering, unwilling 
that ~hey iliould perifh, and folicitous that 

i Jolh. iii. 15-"17. The paifage now opcnd for the rrrc,e
lites was about eightee.i1 miles in brea~th; and therefore the 

more wonderful. 
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they might repent, gracioufly allowed them 
time to refleCt; and prefled them to com ... 
ply by repeated applications for the fpace of 

Jeven days together. All this, though it has 
lain unnoticed, is manifci1Iy implied in the 
account we have of the proceedings at the 
fiege of Jericho. , 

When the Ifraelites, by the command of 
God, marched round the city in the order 

• 

defcribed k; it is natural to conclude, froni 
the wifdom of him who gave the com..:. 
mand, that it was done with fome great and 
infiruCtive defign; with a view to convey 
fome falutary leflon. To our commentators 
indeed this tranfaCtion has unhappily ap
peared in no higher light, than that of !hew 
or pafiime; and has been treated by unbeol. 
lievers accordingly. But to the befieged, I 
:lIn convinced, it appeared in a different; and 

• 

a very important; light. For they mull: 
needs know, if they knew any thing of the 
modes of the tithes, alld the cufioms df 
their mvn country, that the whole was a' 

• • . 

foleIIiri~ 
• 
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{olemn, religious procefi.lon l • They mut( 
needs know, if they knew the rites of theIr 
own worihip, that "the priefts blowing 
with the trumpets" was a loud caU or invi
tation to them to c.ome ou't and join the ark; 
and to adore the God to whom it belonrred. 

0:> 

And they mu11: needs aIfo know, if they 
knew the grounds of their own militaryex
hibitions, that "the armed men walking 
before," was a pofitive, though embJemati· 
cal, declaration ' that, in cafe they perfifred' 

, 

to flight and rejeCt thefe gracious invitations; 
thefe overtures of mercy now made; the -
{word would orcrtake them with relentlefs 

I VIRGIL, who is p~culiarly accurate in his accounts of an

cient manners, repreients Dido, a Tyrian, and confcquently :I 

,]efcendant of this very people, as making afolcnm, religions pru

(0zon e,:aC1:ly in the fame form: iEneid. IV. vcr. 63' 
Aut ante om Dcum pingucs ipatiatur ad aras. 

" She walks'b~f,m the images of her gods quite rouna'the altar." 
:\nd that the Jews obferved the f.'lme cu{l:om, is evident from the 
Pjalmifl's allufion-" And io will I compafi thine altar." PCal. 
:xxvi. 6. See nlfo Nehem. xii. 27---43' And Jericho may not 
improperly be confidered now as all altar; whereon" the Lord," 
to [peak in the words of the prophet Jeremiah., xlvi., 1'0. "h~d, 

g1'eat fncrHiee to make." 

r 
, 

Iurv~ • 

, 



, 

288 S E R M 0 N xlI. 
fury, and puniih their obfrinacy bya total 
excifton "'. 
, Now, knowing this to be the true Ian .. 
.guage, and real meaning of the prefcnt trallf
ad ion ; how jufily did they deferve to fall 
under the vengeance of that God, whofe 
power and goodnefs they had fo perverfely 
defpifed! And how demonftrably evident was 

m To explain the intention, anll illul1:rate the meaning of this 
complex ceremony, it may be proper to obferve, I. that ;trulllpets 
,vere ufed among all people for two different purpofes: to call 
ajJem!Jlies,' when they blew a clear, foort bla!l: j and tf) found an 
Illarm fortbe onfet uf battle, when they 'made a rO/lgh and long 
b1afr. Now, here they are, employed in both there ways-in the 
way of call or i,wilalioll by foorl blafis, dfiring the feveral procef. 
:Ii~ns; 'and, at lal1:, in the' way of alarm by a long blal1:, (comp. 
ver. 5' and 10.) when the city was to be alfauhed. Hence then 
it appears, that the city was not attacked, till the inhabitants had 
thiruen feveral times rejeCted the overtures, that were made to 

. thein; and this, even ~vhen they undedl:ood, that the Ifraelites 
were determined to punifu their refufal. For it is to be obferve,d, 
::. that the arl1Jld 1N81J going before, were, in a military view, 
jul1: fo many heralds at arms; who, by their movements and ge[. 
lures, ftgnificantly declared to the in'habitants of JerichQ, that, 
if they obllinately perfllled to rejetl: their offers, efpeciaUy when 

, 

'Urged :nafolemn IllRnner forfivell days together, (tbeutmofttet\ll 
allowe~ for deliberation; fee I Sam. :xi. s.) they ,muft esp!lCI: to 

feel the rigour of their "'engeance in .a;fuarf.gl anri tptal4e
fuuffiori. 



It, that the Ifraelites were charged with his 
fpecial commiffion, when " the wall of the 
city fell down fiat,!! or rather, "funk quite 
level with the ground n,'! to fmooth their 
paftage for the deftruCtion of that people~ 

whi<:h had impioufly ., defied the armies ot 
the liying God t' And if this amazing over
throw was completed on the Jabbatb; on the 
day peculiarly devoted to the honour and 
fervice of the God of IfraeI 0; how plainly 
mull: it appear to be .the judgement of his 
hand for the contempt thrown on his reli
gious charaCter r And upon the whole, what 
a fignificant prognofiic, what a fure earnefr 
was there given hereby to the whole world, 
that his religion and worihip, however clef
pifed, would finally prevail over all the op
pofition that could ever be made to its 
growth and efiablifilment ? 

Now, if the vengeal1ce taken, in fo mar
vellous a manner, on this obftinate and im-

n Jolh. vi. 20. 

o Vide Talmud Babylonic. TraCt. de Sab;;atho cap. I. RA y. 

~!UND. MAhlNI Pug. Fidei, cum obren'. Jos. DE VOISIN. 

p. iii. dill. iii. cap. xi. § 29' p. 62). 
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pious city, could have no influence on the 
rell: of the nations, to make them renounce 
their wickednefs and idolatry, and furrendcr 
themfelves to God and his people; what 
eUe can in juftice be expected to follow, but 
that, fince they chafe to perfift in the fame 
crime, they 1hould feel the rigour of the 
f.1me puniiliment r They had warning fuf
flcient given them. And what they faw exe
cuted with fo much feverity, iliould have 
induced them to avoid what was farther 
threatned. The fall of Jericho, and the 
deft ruCtion of Ai, at the fame time that they 
were punilhments to fome, were admonitions 
to others. And how well they were adapted 
to work on ferious and confiderate minds, is 
evident from the conduCt of the Gibeonites ; 
who, though they had probably difregarded 
the propofals, which the Ifraelites had made, 
at firft P, were yet now perfealy convinced, 
. . . . 

that 

P That the lfraelites m:lde offers of peace to the Canaanite., 
on condition they renounced their falfe deities, ana acknow
ledged Jehovah for their only God; is evident, I think, fi-olll 
what has been f:,id in explaining the fieg(of Jericho. Bll! the 

• 

fiune rtuy be ilill more clearly deduced from the precept deli-
. vered , 



, 
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, 

that it was madnefs and folly to continue the 
, 

oppofition; and hence prudently became di[~ 
poied, not only to forfake their idol gods, 

, 

but to feek the friendihip of the children of 
, 

Ifrael; to join them in the worfhip and fer-
vice of the Lord in the belief and pracrice 
of true religion. 

, 

Such prudence, however, ...... ·as the happy 
lot of thefe men alone. The other ftates re-

vcred in Dem. xx. 10, &c. where it appears, that propofals of 
, 

peace were to be made to all nltions,' but peace being rcfufeJ, 
they were to procced in a more rigorous lnanner with the Ca
naanites, than with any other people: of the btter, to kill only 
t:le males; 01' the fanner; to fave nothing alive that breathed. 
Some writers, indeed, hal'c been led to cOllc1ucle, from what WG 

read in the 15th ,'crfe, that this privilege belonged only" to thofe 
cities, which were not of the cities of the Canaanites." But thi; 
io a wrong concluuQu: and mtl(t needs apvear wrong to any 
one, who attentively confiders the l1!tlec1ion that occurs Jolh. xi. 
19, 20. " There was no city that made peace with the children 
of Ifrael, fave the Hivitc" the inhabitants of Gibeon; ,,11 
other they took in battle. For it was of the Lord to harden 
their hearts, that they 1110uld come againH I(rae! to battle, that 
he might dellroy them utterly, ancl '/;al tbry mig/;I /;ave lIofa

"""111'-" which manildlly implies, that if they had fOllght peace, 
~nd not come out to batrIe, they might ha\'e obtained !avow', 

and not been deilroyed. That the Jew5 uudertlooJ the text in 
thi, [mfe, is crident from lVIE~AssEH BE~ ISRAEL'S Conciliator, 
~:eft. viii. ill Deut. p. 230" &c. 

, U2 mained 
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inained ftill under the wretched influence of 
blind zeal, and infatuated ftlperHition. Ac
tuated then by a firongly envenomed and 
fuperfiitious fpirit, the five kings of the 
Amorites immediately comhined together ~ 
and' determined to extirpute the inhabitants 
of Gibeon, as trayrors to their country, and 
apoftates from its guardian godlY. Hereupon 

• 

therefore the Lord, whofe honour was con-
cerned in the [upport of his new converts,. 
eommanded Joihua to [llecour the Gibeo
nites; and, by way of encouragement, af ... 
fured him of a complete and d~cifive victory 
over that powerful army, which had inju
tioufly aif~ulted this innocent people. Jo{hua, 
in obedience to the divine command, " feU 
fuddenly on the Amorites; "' flew them 
with a great flaughrer If ;" and pnt them to 
a total rout. But then, leO: the viCtory 
fuould be attributed to the foIe prowefs. and 
management of the lfraelittes, the Lord, 'tis 
'to be obferved, fo conduEted the order of 
the battle, that his power was [een in feveral 

I , incidents; 
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incidents; and his fuperiority over the hea
then deities difplayed to the view of all. For 
the three principal deities, . whom the Amo
rites adored, and in vindication of whofe 
violated honour they [cem to have entered 
OIl the prefent attempt, were the Sun, Moon, 
and Heavens or Air. To convince them 
therefore that thefe gods were entirely {ub

jea to the God ,of Iii-ael; and to puniih 
them,. at the f<une time, for the falfe worlhip 
they paid them; "the Lord thundered 
again a tl~elU from heaven, and iliowered 
in their faces great haiHl:ones r from the air, 
which flc\v vail numbers of them';" and 
then flopt the two great luminaries in their 
(;ourie. tin the lfraelites had completely 
vanquifhcd the remainder t;' Agd God, it 
ihould feem, infpired DOW the Hebrew ge
neral to call for this miracle " in the fight 
of IfraeI," ,to deter them from the practice 

• r Or perhaps rcal jlOllCS, many {howers.of which hillory re
cords to have hafpcc.ed. See CJ\.i.M:ET'S Differtation on the 
fubjeEt. 

, J olh. x. ver. II. 
c lbid. vcr. 12. 
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of the like idolatry; ,. from killing theil' 
hands," as the manner was, " when they be
held the (un as it fhined, or the moon walkM 
ing in brightnefs u." 

It may be thought perhaps, that the only 
motive, which induced Jofhua to put up his 

• 

prayer fol' the prolongation of the day, was 
, his earnefi deure of gaining time to pur[ue 

his advantages; which otherwife, he appre
hended, would be,too fIlort for the entire 
conquefi and fuhverfion of his enemies. But 
this, if indeed any motive at all, appcars~ 

• 

however, from the circumfiances of the nar-
ration, to be neither the only one, nor the 
chief. The mere finilhing fuch a eonquefl: 
[eems to be [caree a [ufficient ground for 
fo . extraordinurya petition. But admit it 
was; yet, how came the petition to be ofter
t;d up at itlCh a time? When the requefi was 
made, the greatell: part of the enemy was 
cefiroyed, and the ref! put ~o tht; rout: the 
~lay \vas but ha~f (p~nt, and the hlll in the 

u J ~b ~x~i. 26. 27. 
• . , 

• 

m(n~ 
• 
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meriditm x. Now; what is there to be dlf. 
covered in the prefent circumi1:ances, that 
could prompt the viCtorious ~l1ld triumphant 
general to require filCh a miracle to be 
wrought in his behalf? He had light filffi
cient before him, in all probability, to ac
complifh his defigns: or, if he found the 
vietory unexpeetedly retarded, would it not 
have been time enough to petition for a 
longer day, when he h1W the (un low in its 
declenlion, and near its [etting r Thefe con
fiderations would lead one to conclude that 
the prayer, nO\v preferred by Jo(hua, was 

• 

rather the effect of a divine impulfe, than the 
rerult of his refleetions 011 the event of the 
day; and that the chief purport of the mira~ 
cle, '-exhibited in anfwer to it, was to con
vince both armies, and all who obferved it, 
" that the gods of the heathens were but 
idols; and that it W;1S the Lord who made, 

, For -the H,b. text f:.ys-" So the fun ilQoc! iliJl '::1'1:1 
O'DfVi! in the mi1fl ~fl>ca.7JtI!, or in the mid.Dcavell; "Ill halhl 

• • • 

not to go """VIl or "I'ciil;c about a whole day." ver. 13 • 
• "' ... N ,. - , '" •• , -K«11.lo ME ... O 'f~ b'p!:t,,!::f- ~ '::i1~:)f?r0rHIUO iI~ aUCTiJ-x,;. LXX. 

- Illlllcdio cxli, lleque feltinuvit <It! OCCU1UIll. 0'1". -

U4 and 
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• 

and who governed the heavens Y." This at 
leaft muft be acknowledged; that it was ad
mirably adapted to work fuch a conviCtion, 
'\vhatever epds it might ferve befides . 

• 

Marvellous and furprifing as Jo(hua's COIl-

quefi of thefe Jottthern provinces appears; yet 
fo blind, and fo inconfiderate were the nor
tbern kings, that they neither recognized 
therein the power of the Lord, nor indeed 
perceived" the operation of his hands." On 
the contrary, they attrib~lted the misfortune, 
which their brethren fufiained, to their fight
ing in fiuall parties; to their bringing erro~ 
l1eoufly into the field an inadequate number 
of men land trufting folely to the valour 

.of their ilifantry. In remedy therefore of 
fo fatal an errmir, thefe kil1gs warily united 
their forces; I' and went out, they and all 
their hofts with 'them; much people, evell 
;lS the f.1nd that is \lpon the fea-!hore in mul
titude, with horfls and rhariots very many; 
anA they pitched together at the waters of 
Merom, to fi~ht ~gaiIJft Ifrael"." This army 

Y PCal. :xcvi. 5. • 

1. j9fih:xi':il 5, 
• • 

• 
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was truly formidable; confifiing, if we may 
believe Jofephus, of no lefs than "three. 
hundred thoufand footmen, fupported by 
ten thoufand hotJemen, and twenty thoufand 
chariots a.!' But, numerous and formidable 
as they were, God commanded his people to 

attack them; and upon this attack. to fuew 
them that "he was the God of forces;" 
to manifefr to the world, that" no king call 

be faved by the multitude of an hoO:;" and 
that horfes and chariots were but vain infiru. 
ments of defence agaillil,~is avenging power: 
to make them, I fay, and others through them, 
clul y fenfible of thefe things; he " delivered 
them up into the hand of IfraeI; who chafed 
,ll1d [mote them till they were all defiroyed b ;,t 

and who then got {peedy poiie{llon of their 
country. . divided it among themfelves .and 
enjoyed it without farther difiurbance. 

Thus have we feen by what means Ca
naan was conquered; and in what manner 
its wicked and idolatrous inhabitants were 
dearoyed. If we review thefe lneans by the 

J JOSEPH. Allt. Jud, lib. v. c, i. § IB, 
i> Jofh. xi. ? 

light 
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light which has now been thrown upon 
• 

them; we thall find them in their nature 
wifely appropriated, and in their effeCl:s har
monioufly confpiring, to that 11rft and great 
defign, which Providence had confiantly ill 
view;, the confutation and abolition of ido
latry. And if we confider what an evil ido
latry was; how exceffively it weakened all 
the principles of religion. and virtue; and 
how amazingly it encouraged all manner of 
vice and wickednefs; we thall find it to be 
a defign, truly wOI'@hy both of the wifdom 
and goodnefs of God, to put a fiop to it~ 

fpreading contagion. And if it fhould ap
pear to be fo widely fpread and firmly rooted, 
that its growth and progl'efs could not be 
flopped, but by the extirpation of thofe, who 
were mofi infamous for the praCtice of it ; 
then furely fuch an a8: of excifion, when the 
people were paft all hopes of amendment, 
would be fo far from being an aCt of cruelty 
or injuftice, that it WOllld perfeCl:lyaccord 
with all the rules of the ftri8:efr equity: and 
however fevere it might {eem"to the fuffer
ers, muft be an aCt of mercy to the reft of 

the 
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the world. Now fuch, in f.1a, was the 
cafe before us. 

The Canaanites were a people deeply im
merfed in the fuperfl:itiollS of idolatry; and, 
as the natural confequence of it, in the 
fhameful praaice of the 1110£1: abominable 
impurities, of the mofl: flagitious crimes, and 
the mofl: inhuman cruelties c. Various means 
had been already employed to correa and re
form their manners. Could milder methods 

• 

have prevailed, the examples and conver[a-
tion of the holy patriarchs would have WOll 

and engaged t them. Had harfher meafi.lres 
been of any effeCt, the tremendous deftru8:ioll 
of Sodom and Gomorrah would have awed 
and alarmed them. Or had the prefent ma-

• 

nifefl:ations been of any avail,the gracious 
overtures madtl to aU would have either 

• 

allured them j or, the confequent pUlliih
ments infliCted on fome, would have moved 
others to better obedience. But their per

verfenefs was incorrigible. They would frill 
maintain their idolatrous principles. frill per
fevere in ~heir vicial1~ practices. 

t \\-1' n ,. '11' • '- l' . ~ ll1.~ ... J-v~ "_ 

1·\ L. 
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. In compaffioll thqrefore to the \vorld, and 

for the benefit of th6 rcft of mankind, as 
thefe people could not be reclaimed, God de
termined to cut them off. And finee their ini~ • • 

quities ~alled for fuch an exeil1plary puniili. 
ment; how wifely ·was it ordained, that it 
~fhould be executed, upon them by the lland 
ofIfrael, in preference to any other m.et.hod d! 
In, this form it carried with it a public COll

demnation of that idolatry, to which their 
vices were chiefly owing; and ferved to de. 

~ 

firoY,theroot of thefe evils, as well 115 to de. 
~nonfl:rate· the indigqation of Godagainfr 
thofe who were guilty of them. Nor could 
thefe ends have been fofuIly imfwcn;d in !lny 
pther manner. Unfruitful aild unhealthy 

, 

{eafons might eafily hav~ beel) interprete.d 
ufual and common accidents. Plagues, fire 
from heaven, pefrHences or filmine might be 
~hought to proceed from ,the difple\lfure of 
their own deities; and to be capable of being 
t:ithe,r prevented or removed by certain fuper~ 

. ~ IENKIN's Reafoll. ortheChr. Re1. vol. I. p. 71. LOWMM;'s 

Dillfrt. on the Civil Government of the HebrelVs. eh. :xii. 
• • 

p. 221, &c, 

fiitious 
• 
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fiitious or magical ceremonies. Such punifh-

SERMON XII. 

, 

rnents then, confidering the notions and dif-
potitions of the times, were extremely liable 
to be mifcollfirued ; were likely to be abufed, 
to add firength and vigour to idolatry, rather 
than to weaken and root it out. But when 
God made choice of a peculiar people, pro
fe{Iillg his pure worlhip in plain oppofition to 
all idolatry; when he granted this people the 
pofle!lioll of Canaan, and enabled them by 
his power to extirpate its wicked and fuperfii
tious inhabitants; this was {uch a triumph, 
as clearly {hewed his abfolute dominion; and 
'conveyed to the world a vifible confutation 
of the 1lOpe of idolaters: conveyed to the 
world a manifeil: proof, how vain it is to 
trufr or rely on any other God, but on Him 
alone, "who is perfeCt in holinefs, as well 
as mighty in works." 

And as it ferved thus to bring over unbe
lievers to the acknowledgement and obe
dience of the one true God; fo did it COIl

tribute in all equal degree to keep his real 
worlhipers on their guard; to make them 
careful, that they might not be "drawn 

, 

by 
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, by the errour ,of the wicked, to fall fi'orn 

their own fiedfafinefs e." For if the Ca
naanites were puniihed with fo much [eve. 
rity for refuting to own Jehovah as God J 

what mufi the Ifraelites expeCt to fuffer, if 
ever they became [0 degenerate and bafe as 
to fall away and apofiatize from him r Surely 
they could not but be convinced," that it 
had been better" and more tolerable " for 

, 

• 

them, not to have known the way of the 
Lord, than, after they had known it, to 
turn afide from the holy commandments de:
livered \1Oto them f." And indeed, under 
the force of this conviCtion, and in gratitude 
for the kindnefs he had now {hewn them, 
Ifrael, we are told, "ferved the Lord all the 
days of Joihua, and all the days of the el
ders that' out-lived Joihua, and who had 
known all the works of the Lord, which he 
,had done for lfrael g." 

Now to God the Father, &c. Amen. 
'-

< :I Pet. iii. 7. 
f 1) 00 2 et.11o 21. 1 DE 61 
E Judg. ii. 7' 
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