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Tothe READER

IFFERENT reafons beft known to the author

Limfelf, have occafioned this publication.
‘' hofe who, upon a careful perufal, fhall be fatisfied
with the performance itfelf, will have little anxicty
about what thefe may happen to be; and thefe who
read it with a defign to pick a quarrel, defesve rather
to have heir humor dc{gifcd, than gratifiedi——=The
morc tntclligeat reader, may, perhaps, find but a few
things altogether new in this compofure, nor indeed
has the author any defire to amufc with uninterefting
noveltics.  But if thofe who err from the truth, ceafe
not wo rcpublifh and diffeminate in fome modern drefs,
the old Pclagian and Socinian herefies, which have
been frequently refuted and condemned by the church
of Chritt, furcly thofe who hold the truth in the love
of it. oueht o be at leaft as zealous in their efforts
to e(ablith Chriftians, that they be net carricd abo‘ut
with diverfe and ftrange doétrines. The only Sa-
cramental Catechifin in the hands of the people of
this country, is M. Williu’s: Thofe, however,
who are acquainted with rhat peiformance, may pro-
Bravly perufc this notwithftanding, as there 1s not one
anfwer the fame in bLoth, fo far as [ remember.=——
The mouit of writers upon the facrament of the Lord’s
Supper, have bave confined themfclves too ftrictly t9
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that precife fubje, without 'aking along a diftinéd
confideration of the other doci.ives with ~hich it is
eflentiaily conne@ed, and witl:out o purticular explie
cation wherect, the Sacramont caanot be uul. une
derftood. 1 :iave therefyre endeavored to lead Chaife
tiansg in their preparation for thut {olemn o inance,
into a fummary vicw of thofe gicat and fun!. inental
truths, neceflary to be known in order 1o diftinét and
profitable communicating: and the whole of thefe
conneted togethc , commpichend the moft material
puints of vitu] religicn,——in ¢xplainny the Covee
nant of CGracyy, have chi fiv solowed Jhe = 1| rated
Witfins, Dr. Ridgtl_\, [.. Gih, the o'd M. Boiton,
&e. becaafe, as 1 a prediond, they have, wiere cifely
thien many others, adhored to the views and exprefli-
ons, ufed in noly fcripture, apon that imp.orcant fub-
jeé&t. Uvon the whole 5 It is prefumed, Tnat the
treafure and variety of divine truths contained 1n the
following fheets, thould intitle this Catechifm to more
than one curtory review. It is therefor: earneftly re-
comm. aded, particulariv to the people of this charge,
to p 1ufe the fam: carcfully before cach difpenfation
of the Lord’s Suppcr, and to attend ftrictly to the
connclion in which the 1ubftantial do&rines of Chrife
tianity arc heve reprefented.

Kitmarnock, Muy 1772. J. O



SACRAMENTAL CATECHISM.

‘Quet. V H AT isa Covenant? ¢
U An{w. 1 i a tree and mutnal

agrecment, beiween Jiffcrent parties, upon
certain terins, ex ccfled.

Q. How mary Covenants for Ife and hap-
pinefs to man, a: . arioned in 1z ripture : ?

A. Two; ana . ' aclerence to thele, we
read of but two puvl.c verfons, the firft and
fecond Adams. S

Q. With whom was the’ firft Ccvenant
made !

A. With Adam, as reprereml no his natwral
polterity, in whon they ail weie both {emi-
nally and federally.

Q. How does it annear that Adam in this
Covenant repreferted L meskind deicending
Trom ium by ordinary generaiion?

A 2
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A. From Adun being a type and figure cf
him that was to come, that is Chrift, who
s called the fecond man and the laft
Adam; and thefe are reprefented as if
the only two men in the world, becaufe the
two heads of their refpective offspring : From
the threatning taking place upon the f{in of
Adam, not on himielt only, but on all his
fucceeding pofterity; and it is no unufual thing
with God to make over covenants to men,
and their children unborn : as to Noah, Gen.
iX. 9. to Abraham, Gen. xvii. 4. to Ifrael,
Deut. xxix 14, &c.

5 €. How is this Covenant ufually called ?

A. l: is called the Covenant of Innocence,
the Covenant of Works, the Covenant of Life,
and frequently the Law or Legal Covenant.

Q. Why has it been cailed the covenant of
Inncconce?

A. Fraaufe made with man 1n his upright
flate; <.l who, as long as Le kept tiis Covess
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»rant, continued innocent ; but when he broke
it, he was no more fo.

Q. Why called the Coverant of Works?

A. Becaule good works were required as
the condition of it, nor was there provifion
made for any dilplay of grace, in cafk of
tranfgreflion.

Q. Why is it fometimes defigned the Ce-
venant of Lite ?

A. Becaufe lite was the reward promifcd
for keeping it.

Q. Azd why dees the Apcftle all it e
Law?

A. Becaute it Lkewife hzd the obligation
of a law, being made with a fubjet, who
was neceffarii tound 10 comply with the de-
mands thereaot.

1c. Q). What kind of obedicnce was re-
Guired in this covenant ?

A. Peivonal, perfect, and perpetual obedi-
enze to the lav of nature written on mMau’s
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heart in creation, and to other pofitive laws
revealed to him.

Q. Was this obedience, as the condition of
the covenant, to be {o perpetual as never to
have had an end?

A. His obedience was indeed to be without
any interruption, fo long as he continued in a
ftate of probation : But when his trial was over,
then, though the fame cbedience was to be
performed for ever, it was not to be confider-
ed as the condition of a covenaut, but as the
obligation of a law.

Q. How long was this probationary ftate
1o continue ?

A. We are not able to determine ; fome
fuppofe it would have been ’till Adam had
children capable ot obedience in their own
gerfons: others conjeéture, it was to have
been no longer, than while the fruit of thac
{eafon, hung upon the forbidden tree.
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Q. What life was preiailed, as the reward
for kecpiny, it?

A. Lite nataral, %iritual, and eternal,

Q. Whut punifaiment waes threatened for
bre:king ot it?

A. Decath, in its utmoft latitude and dura-
tion.

15 Q. Was tiere any feal or facrament
annexed to the hrit covennt !

A. Yes; tie tece of hie was a fucrament
or «:dinuce te confirm Adam’s faith, that if
Le {1t led the condition of the covenant, he
fhould certaiuly obtair the bleffing promifed
therei:n.

Q. butif Adam had cat of the tree of life,
alter he finned, {nouid e upon that account
have lived 1or ever ?

A. By nome:rn., Go crove the man out
of paradife, left he fliooid ear of the wee of
dite, as he did betore the fall, which might
have now had a pernicious tendency in turke
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Ing him afide from feeking falvation in the
promifed {feed. Befides, it now ceafed to be
a facramental fign, and to ufe it as fuch, after
breaking the eovenant, would have been ano-
ther inftance of profanenefs.

Q. How came our firft parents, who were
created {o perfeét, to break God’s cove~
nant !

A. Through the temptation of Satan, they
ate of the forbidden fruit.

Q. Would uot the trenfgreflion of any of
the moral precepts have broken the covenant,
as well as this ?

A. Doubtles ; curfed is every one that
continucth nct in all things, writfen in the
law to do them.

Q. How was the firft fin aggravated ?

A. It was aggravated by a vain curiofity,
dilcontentment, pride and ambition, unbelief,
bold and daring prefumption, and the highe
ingratitude: mwreover, it was committed a<
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gainft an exprefs warning, was a breach of
truft, and ruinous to mankind.

20 Q. How was it ruinous to mankind ?

A. As thereby the human nature was whol-
ly corrupted, and mankind loft the image of
God and communion with him, and are under
his wrath and curfe.

Q. How does it appear that the human na-
ture in its prefent ftate is wholly corrupted
and depraved ?

A. There muft be a fixed propenfity of na-
rure to {in, inaimuch as every one who comes
to at in the world as a moral agent, is, in a
greater or leffer degree, guilty : This evil
propenfity difcovers itfelf in: all men’s finning
fo early, {fo continually, and from the remains
of fin in the beft : native depravity is fordier
evideut from men’s pronenels to idolatry,
and fo great and general a difr egard of eter-
nal things even among thofe who enjoy a re-
ydauon trom the cowtart and general wmk-
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ednefs of mankind in all-ages, and their cb-
ftinacy under a variety of mcft excelleut
means for reformation ; from the aiprlivns
and univer{al mortality which have env=itdy
particularly the death «f infauc: @ as alictrom
the purchzie and application of reden  Ten.

Q. itk what [ stare evidence arc thete
principies ar.< Liiernon« wwpported !

A. Tne tpllewing <2xt5 umong others arg
very exprcll, Goen. vt §. God law tiat tue
wickednels « nun was great, and that every
imagnation of e tl‘fmghts ot his heurr, were
onily evil cont. .aily. Sce alio Job xv. 14,
10. Pial. iv. 5. Rensns it 9,—24. And thisis
owing principally tothe firtt trantg. Giton. Ro.
v.12,106,17, 15, 19. By orc martnen-
tered into the world.— Tudgment was by cne
to cendemuation.— By ore ial.’s clience death
reizned.— By the offence of one, judgnient
cia e upeon ali ren to condemnation.—by one
niar’s dizobedicnce, many were made lins
ners.

L
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Q. Did our firft parents dic tuat very day
they ate the {orbidden fruit ?

A. They died tpirituaily that ve v mo-
naent, and allo became liable to ncturai aind e-
ternal death,

Q. Why was man’s natural liie continue
longer ?

A. That the feed he repreierted mioht b
born, many ol whom were is be {uved by a

etter Teltument.

25 Q. Caa any man enter into the ore-
mifed hte without having the pertect righte-
oufnefs required in this coveaant fulblied in
him ?

A. No ; the perfection of the law cannot
be {er afide, upon any pretence whateer :
every man therefore muft comypleatly tuibi thie
righteoatnets of it hireM) or by the bpnac
ot iaith be wited to Chrift, in wion he hathy
fuch a righteoufnets for ]llﬁu. G n, aml (L1
ficient 1’(lcn<nh for perstecting hoiin

6‘
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Q. Did the doing and dying of Chrift thex,
difarial cor abro gate this covenant ?

A. No ; thetecond Adam orly finifhed that
rerfeét obedience, wherein the fuft failed,
and, by enduring the peraly, made fatisfac-
tion fm fin,

Q. Secing this covenant is nct difannulled,
who are to be confidered as fiill under it ?

A. All Chriftlefs fimers, who are ftrang-
ers to the better covenunt and difcover the
fame, in fccking rigiteoufnets not by fzith,
hut as it were by the works of the law, and
who prefumptuoufly expet acceptance and
fadvaticn by fome paitial clhedience of their
ovn, which they may ignerantly call fiicere.

Q. In what mauer did God refolve to dif-
play his mmercy in the falvation of finners ?

A. B8y muuing another covenant with his
chrfen, Plal. Ixxxix. 5. 28,

Y. tow i< thit covenant called ?
A, The covenant of redemption, the cove-

ey
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nant of grace, a c...rut of life, of peace, of
promiie, and i~ v v coverant or teftament.

530 Q. Why is it cnlied by fome divines the
covenant of redemytion !

A. With reference to Chrift, who engaged
therein from eternity to pay the ranfom-
price.

Q; Why is it commonly called by men the
covenant ¢: gruce !

A. Becaufe the covenarit itfelf, and all the
bleflings oi'it ow irom the free favor of God :
and the vh'mate end of it, is the glory of the
grace of Ged.

Q. Are thete two different covenants ?

A. They cught rather to be held asone
and the fame under diffcrent confiderations.
The making of this covenunt betwcen the
Father and the Son from cternity, is called by
fomethe covenant, of redemption ; and the ad-
miniftration of the fame covenant in the gof-
pel offer, is defigned by others the covenant
of grace.
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Q. Why faid to be a covenant of life, Mal.
i, 5.2

A. Becaufe eternal life, was, by God that
cannot lie, promifed in it before the world
began : which promife of life is in Chrift Je-
{us, the covenant-head.

Q. Why defigned alfo a covenant of peace?

A. Becaufe by the bloed of it, the offended
judge is becoime a God of peace ; {finners, who
were cnemies, are recconciled to God ; and
the enmity between Jews and Gentiles isre-
moved.

25 Q. Why f{tiled the covenant of pro-
mife ?
, A. Becanle it is difpenfed to finners, under

" all the perieds ot the church, in fwl and ires

promiics.

). Aud why culled the new covenant 2

A, As dillin guithed frem the legal form in
which it was adminiftered under the Mofai~
difpentation 5 and becauie it can never wax
olly ur lote Tnndthenoy,
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Q. With whom was it made !

AL Vith Chrift 55 the fecond Adam, and in
fim -vith ol the ¢l dt os his fead.

(2. Ilow does it appear that the covenant
of ¢rtce was made with Chrift, as the head
of ihe (iudt ?

A. From their being cha/:a in him, before
the firnvdation of the world ; the cevenant
wis confirmed in Chrift, before the manifef-
tation of it to Abraham; tie rromifes of grace
and glery made to the elect 1. it, were made
to themn as coufidered in Chrift, and before
the world began; Eph. i, 3, 4. 'The bleflings
of it were given them " Chrift, before
had 2n 2&ml exiftence ; 2 Tim. i. ¢.  All
thev that Crrift did 2nd fuff-red was in
their reom, thot the righteonfnels of the law
n:i :at be fulfilled in trem : in a word, the fe-
dc o ecad:hiy of Chrift, may be concluded
from Adam being the reprefentative of all his
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natural offsprig, in which he was the figure
of him that was to come.

Q. What do you mean by the elet ?

A. A ccilain number of mankind, whom
God did choote in Chrift from eternity.

40 Q. 1o what were they chofen ?

A. 'Co lalvation, through fanctification of
the Spirit, and belief of the truth.

Q. When wasthe coveuant oi grace made ?

A. It isiis own promife and puspceie given
as in Chrift Jeius, before the worid begai.

Q. When was it nrtt pubhifhed to man ?

A. Linmediately after the 1ull, in the tirft
promiie ; and farther opened up v Noah,
Ab:raham, the church at Sisai, and by the old
Teflament prophet:, till at latt the cicareft e-
dition of it was given out under the golpel.

Q. What was the meritorious conaiion of
the covenant ¢t grace ?

A. That Chritt, as fecond Adam, {(hould ful-
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41 ail the righteoufnefs required inr the broken
law, and atone for the breach of it.

Q. Wherein then does the righteoufnefs of
Chrift confift ?

A. Iu his holinef{s of naturc, obedience of
life, and fufferings even unto death.

45 Q. Why was holinels of nature necel-
fary ?

A. Becaufe having made man upright, the
law required that this purity fhould be retain-
ed by him, and tranimitted to his pofteriry,
and theretore condemas every unholy crea-
ture.

Q. What was the ncceflity of his yielding
perteét obedience ?

A. Becaufe herein the firft Adam and all
his pofterity likewife have failed ; and yet
the whole law muft be obeyed in the mcft
pertect manner, before man can enter into
life.
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). And why was f{utisfation for fin fo in-
di{:‘:(:v!’iblc ?

. Becav'e efthe truth of Ged in the threat-
ning r, and his purity and jultice as governor
()fﬂAL world,

Q. Cun f2ith, repentance, and fincere cbe-
dience be properly ~alled the conditien of the
covenant ¢t grace ?

A. I 21y wuch rather difpefed to confider
thuiias boongng to the adminiftration of the
covcaant, as it is evident they are promifed
therein, c.h.Cl a moft abfolute manner. As to

, faith in pirticular, it is the gift of God, Eph.
ii. 9. A-torepentance, the prince and Saviour
exalted gives it, Ac¢tsv. 31. And in like man-
ner, fincere obodience, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. 1

\' will put -uy fpirit witha you, and caufe you to

ywalkh 10 1< flatuter,  And now 1 atk, with
‘what propriety of language can a free gift
be called the condition ef a covenant,
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Q. Whom do the promifes of the new co-
venant refpect ?

A. They partly refpeét Chrift himfelf the
head of it, and partly termimte upon belicv-
ers his {eed.

§0 Q. What promifes diretly refpet
Chritt himfelf ?

A. All of them may be reduced to three
heads. The promifes of affiftance, accep-
tance, 2nd reward.

Q. Wiat reward was promiied unto him ?

A. A new intereft in Ged as his God and
Futher ; a gloirious exaltation 5 a numcious
feed ; his being ay, ointed heir of all things
and obrainiagy doaiaicn over all his, and his
peopic’s enemices.

Q. Whurt bleflings zre promifed in the co-
vonaot ta believers, Clrilt’s feed ?

A. An iatere{t 'n God himfelf, and all lLis
pertections 5 fa Carift, and all his {ulnefs ;
aadin the Ty Spil, with 2l his oifts and
gracis. B2
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O. What good is contained in that grex
promitt, Iw ifl be to them a God ?

A. Miuch more than the heart of man can
conceive ; particularly, that his wifoom fhiall
dirc it uz, his power pretect ue, his juitice ac-
it us, his hmmei's fanctify us, his gocdnels
taprly @l cur wants, his rruth implement the
vigisites 5 that bis al-fufficiency fhall be the
Crient ui' our portion, Lis eternity the date ol
i Laprinels, his unebangeablenefs our fecu-
1ay fui ‘.J, aud his ptmuichu fhall make il
tiing” work tegether tor cur goeod.

What bu.ulnb'a arc wrapt up in Chrift
the great mercy promiled ?

Ile that hath the Son hath *fe and ail
taings ; particuiarly, he is promiicd as light
tu tice blind, life to the dead, l'berty to the
cartive, food to the Lungry, clot hing to the
nexed, riches to the poor, a phylician to the
difcatcd, asa proplet for the ignorant, a ram-
f;m for the guiliy, flongtio to the weal;; an
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example to his followers, a corlorter to the
c2{t down, a reft to the we'lry, a {ather of the
mthcrleﬁ, a2 deliverer to the temypred, &c.

55 Q. What bleflings do they enjoy who
reccive the promife of the Spirit ?

A. They receive along with himfeli his
gits and graces ; particularly he is in them
the Author an(l ‘i')ir}t of faith; the Snirit
of repentance ; the Spirit of grace and *np-
plication ; the S} rit of wifdom and reve-
lation the Spirit eof light, hite, and liberty :
the  Spirie ot l«we, of power, and of a
found mind ; theSpirit of conviétion, regene-
ration, (onﬁplarum, and ;ov ; the Spirit “of -
dontion, mortitication of {in, and holinefs ; tlk .
S, Srit of 11&: e and gv uurude ; and 1 Spirit of
glmy giving the afturance and carneft of 1,
and fealmg up the believer to the day of res
demption,

O Can anv creature need or wifh for any

aod that is not contained io thefe promifes ! ?
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A. Surely no ; this covenant of promife is
all our defi: ¢ and 2!' ¢cvr {alvation.

Q. What is the nature of the promifes !

A, They are great and precious : ordered
in all things and fure ; and fuited to every
cafe. They wereftri¢tly conditional to Chrift,
and therefore free to us, who are poor, mife-
rable, blind, and naked.

Q. What is the origin and fource of the
promifes?

A. The free and {overeign love of God is
the proper fountzin c¢f tliem ; and the promif-
_ed bleflings are conveyed to us through the
mcdiation of Chrift, by the power and grice
of the Holy Ghcft.

Q. To whom are the promifes directed ¢
Or who may warrantably embrace them ?

A. The promile, in the offer is unro ycu,
and to your children, aad unto all that are a-
far cff, even as many as the Lord our God

fhall call, Adts ii. 39.
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6o Q. By whom are the promifes aétually
poflefled ?

A. By believers in Chrift only : He that
believeth hath everlafting life. If ye be
Chrift’s then ye are heirs ot promife.

Q. Can this covenant of promife be broken
as the covenant of works was ?

A. No ; the God of truth hath {worn by
his holinefs, faying, My covenant I will not
break, nor alter the word that is gone out of
my lips : Therefore mercy fhall be built up
for ever, Plalm lixxix.

Q. Whau Gught to be the temper, charae-
ter, and conduct of thofe who are brought
within this covenant of promife !

A. Being a chofen generation, they are an
holy nation, a peculiar people, zealous of good
works, that they may fhew torth the praifes
of him who hath called them out of darknefs
into this marvellous light.

& 1s holy obedience a matter left to their
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own option, or is it indifpen{ibly binding upon
them ?

A. As fure as Ged liveth, and they are
creatures, they are not, they defire not, they
can not be without law to Geod, but tnder the
law to Chrift.

(). What isthat law of God they are under
to Chr ift, as their king and head ?

A It alw wvs was, ftill i, and for ever will
be, the law of the ten commandments, con-
tained Exod. xx. and from thence tranferib-
ed into our public Catechifms.

65 Q. But does not the apoftle Paul afiirm
concerning believers, That tiicy are not un-
der the law ; yea, that they are become dead
to the law by the body of Chrift ; and that
they are delivered from the law, where they
were held, Rom. vi. 14. vii. 4.6 ?

A. For folution of this difficulty, let it be
oblerved, That although believers are dead to
the law as a covenant of works, yet they are
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be fo careful in maintaining obedience to the
holy law ?

A. From regard to the authority and ex-
cellence of tiie law itfelf : as this is one defign
of their eletion, redemption and effectual cal-
ling ; as this is a proper expreflion of grati-
tude to God ; as neceffary to our elcaping of
eternal mifery, and to qualify us for heaven ;
As an evidence of the truth and fincerity of
our faith, and intereft in the covenant ; as
ufeful to honor our profeflion, 2dorn the doc-
trine of God our Saviour, and to glority our
heavenly Father : as hereby too, ovr own in-
ward peace and comfort are malat.ined, our
affurance of our falvation is promoted, and
our future reward is enlarged.

Q. What are the moit cogent motives to
cood works ?

A. The authority of the law-giver, and the
terrors of the Lord fhould perfuade us there-
nnto ; as allo tic love of Chrift conftraive:l
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us, the beauty of his example, the encourage-
ment ot the promifes, and the aflured aflift-
ance of the Holy Spirit.

Q. Burt if Chrift’s children forfake his law,
and brezk his commandments what then ?

A. He will vifit their tranfgreflion with the
rod, and their iniquity with ftripes. Though
he forgive the fin, he will take vengeance up-
on their inventions, Pfal. xcix. 8.

70 Q. Shall the fatherly chaftifements here
promifed, be cffeétual to reclaim them from
their backilidings *

A. No doubt of it ; they fhall have reafon
to fay with David, It is good for me that I
have been affliéted, that 1 mlght learn thy fta-
tutes : before I was afhiéted, I went aftray,
but now I have kept thy word.

Q. Is this all that they fhall fuffer ! Or that
their {ins deferve ?

A. Their fins as much as the fins of others,
yea more {o, deferve damnation ; but being
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delivered from the curfe, and the wrath to
come; by a ftanding intereft in the Surety’s
righteouinefs, they are now chaftened of the
Lord, that they may not afterwards be con-
demned with the world.

Q. Can any then who are once brought in-
tothe covenant, eéver lofe their intereft in it ?

A. How isit poffible they can, confidering
that the everlafting covenant bears, that God
will not turn away trom them to do them good,
but will put his fear in theiv hearts, that they
fhall not depart from him ?

Q. Have thefe peculiar doétrines of Chrif-
tianuy, gratuitous election, free juftification,
infallible perieverance, &c. any fort of ten-
dency to encourage licentioufnefs, or to make
void the holy law ?

A. God forbid. Such indeed have been the
groundlefs of cavils of ignorant and foolith
men, who are encmies to the doétrines of
grace. But by {uch principles, and by them
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alone, holinefs is promeoted, and the moral law
is «itabiiined ia its perfection. {pirituality, and
perpetuity ; whercas an ealy matter it were
10 prove every oppotite principle unfriendly
to Loliaefs, and tending to fubvert and deftroy
the law, us though itielt and its glorious au-
thor were as mutable as the creature.  Yea,
Huipelt it follows froin fome modern principles,
that impertedtion is nei only tolerated, but ef-
ftablifhed by the law, wthich if true, the com-
mandment no lenger weuld be what it is; holy,
juft, and good.

(). How uare finners firft brought into this
hol_v covenant ?

A. By taking hold of it in faith, and uniting
with Chrift the covenani-head, we are per-
fonally and favingly inftated in it.

75 Q. What is the fiteeft and moft hopeful
feajon of taking hold of God’s covenant, or
clofing with C hrift ?

A. The period of youth. Then confcience
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is more eafily awalened, the heart not yet fo
hardened through the deceitiuliefs of fin, vici-
ous habits are not confirmed, the affeétions are
rnore pint,worldlv carcsare fewer,andGod has
promited f:ecial encoui agements to thofe who
early give themielves to him in ccvenunt,
Prov. viii. 17.

Q. Whut are the chief obftrudtions pecu-
liar to ycung pericns, - w1 which they ought to
watch and pray ag:.intt ?

A. The main ard fvndementz] obftre@ion
to rclivicn inevery age, is the univerie! de-
pravity of humun suitee. Belile, young
pecpie in a particuiur mweiner, are in danger
of delaying or deceivirg themtelves in this
matter through icli-conceit, by the pleatures
and vanities of youih, irom f{zlfe nrejudices
againft religion as imic'eribly fevere ; they
are a:t to tc heedlels and imcorfderate, rath
and preiumpiucs, to entertain farouine hopes
of long lite, and to be mitled by worthleis coins
panions.
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(. Wt are the evidences of a faving in-
terdt . inc ¢venant of grace ?
A.duch have fled fer ‘refuge to the furety

of :*i: better Ieftament ; tm‘y cordially ac-
oo L-c in, «nd 2 -ove of it as well ordered
10w thinpgs s taey are centent with the du-
tes, as venoas the sopaleges of the co-

vene cl, wait the daaniine, as well as the
revoards oot the love of Gad habitually pre-
cominnic inthein: the doing and dying of
the Vo e is the alae ground of their con-
hd i:ce t . ore the Lord 5 the promifes of the
co.epactare afatiryine portion to them, and
the Ipivit and laws of it are within their
heate.

(3. Whcrcia do the covenant of works and
the coverant of gracedifter ?

A. Tl covenant of works was made with
the tuft Aduin, a mere man, and fallible ; the
coveniut of grace with Chrift, the fecond
Adam, tlie Lord trom heaven, who changeth
not : the one was 1 covenant of friendfhip,
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the other a covenant of reconciliation : the
end of the covenant of works was, to fhew
man his duty to God : butthe great end of the
covenant of grace is to fhew the riches of Ged’s
mercy to finners : the old covenant terrifics =
guilty criminal, and fentences him to inhe
curfe ; but the new covenant opens a door of
hope, by which enter peace and pardon, com-
fort and ftrength, holinefs and falvation.

Q. Wherein do they agrec ?

A. They agree in that the author of both
1s God, his glory and man’s happincfs are the
ends of the one and the other, and in that life
was the thing promifed all along.

8o Q. What is the general efice of Chrilt,
with relation to the covenant ?

A. It is his being the Mediator between
God and man.

Q. What particuiar offices are included
herein ?

A. Several officcs, in relation both to the
making, and adiniuiftration of v covenant.
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), What charaters does he bear as to the
making of the covenant ?

A. He is the Redeemer, the furety, and
the facrificing prieft of it?

Q. What offices is Chrift vefted with, re-
ipec¢ting the adminitration ot it !

A. He is the truftee, the teftator, the pro-
phet, interceflor, and king of the covenant.

Q. What does the title Redeemer fuppofe,
with reference to us?

A. That we are under bondage and capti-
vity to fin, Satan, the vanities of the world,
the tear of death, and dread of hell, through
breach of the firft covenant.

g5. Q. Huw did the right of redemption
belcng to Chrift !

A. As no man could redeem himfelt, far
lefs his brother, the right of redemption, by
law, fell to him who was our near kinfman,
bore of our bone, and flefh of our flefh.
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Q. What was the duty or office of the
Kkiniman redeemer under the old law ?

A. He was to marry the widow of the de-
ceafed, to redeem the mortgaged inheritance,
to ranfom his poor kinfman trom bondage, and
to avenge the blood of his flain relation upon
the deftroyer.

Q. Does our kinfman redeemer Chrift, pe.-
form all thefe in a {piritual f{enfe for us his
poor kinfinen ?

A. Yes: He has efpoufed our nature, which
makes way for the myftical union ; he hath
baught back the forfeited inheritance of glo-
ry, and eternalliie ; he redeems from the eurie
of the law, from a prefent evil world, aud
from the dominion of fin; and avenges our
blood upon the arch-enemy Satan, oeltm\ ing
him that had the power of dc: uh and deli
vering them who through fear ot death, were
fubject to bondage.
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Q. How does Chrift redeem the eleét from
{piritual bondage and captivity ?

A. Both by price, giving his life 2 ranfom
‘or many ; and by power, when he loofeth
the bauds of the priforters, and admits them
into the glorious liberty of the fons of God.

Q. For whom did Chrift become the f{ure-
ty of the better teftament ?

A. For a certain number given him of the
Father, called, in fcripture, his feed, the
children of God, his fheep, his friends, his
;ill(urch, his people, a peculiar people, and the

e.

- 90 Q. For what did he become their furety ?

A. To pay the debt of punithment for all
their fins, original and actual; and alfo for the
debt of nerfeét obedience to the law, as the
only condition of life and falvation, according
as it was ftated in the firft cc- 2naat.

Q. Was it not neceflary then, that he thould
Likewife become a facrificing pricft !

C
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A. Yes: This covenant of reconciliaiicr:
Letwee.: an offended God and finners, could
not be made, but thro’ the mediation of a f{a-
crificing prieft ?

(). What do you mean by fuch a prieft?

A. A public perfon, who deals with an of-
fended God, in name of the guilty, for re-
conciliation, by a facrifice, which he offers
to God upon an altar, being thereunto called
of God, that he may be accepted.

). Who werc the moft eminent types ol

Chrift as a prieft ?
- A. Auron the Jewifh high-prieft, alfo the
other priefls of” the Leviticel order : but in a
mic gloijons marner, Melchizedeck, as the
apoflle to the Hebrews declares.

Q. Wherein did he infinitely excel them
all ? -

A. Tkey were merely men;, and mortal
mer. too; yea they thennelves were finners,
nor had they any thing of their own offer,
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nor inded was there any end of their offere
iy, ull were bur 2 ﬁ sare of him that was to
¢ w:wherer Ciall BLu{Cl s the fubftance,
a ;o.cit or anower tribe, v Ged aswell as
we' as man, was feparate Liom Soners, hath
an 'nchangeable prieflicoed, «ad by the once
oftc ‘1o of “ta.clf throuzh the «rernal Spirit,
mace a oroper, perfedt, and clicctuzl atones-
me=. for all his peonle, in every neriod of
tin.c, and nation of the world.

95 Q. Upon whom is the adminiftration
of the covenant devolved ?

A. Upon the Mediator himfelf; who is
therefore couftituted the truftee, the teftator,
the prophet, interceflor, and king of the co-
vcnant,

Q). Why do you call him the truftee of the
covenarnt ?

A. Becaufe it hath plealed the Fathcr, that
in hiin fhould all fulnefs dwell, that of his ful-
nefs all we may receive, and grace for grace,
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Q. How does lie convey thefe blefings to
his pcople ?

A. As the glorious teftator, he convew: all
the bleflu:gs ot his Tecdtament, in way ¢i rich
and free legucies to {Luners of manhiud,

What blcfliigs does he diipoie by way
of leg’dcy in bis Teitament ?

A. 2] the benehits of the new covenant,
even Liulelf, and all things, in and with hlm.

Q. To whom do thele legacies or bletlugs
appertain ?

A. They wcre cternally defigned for the
elect, they nre ztually poilidica by true be-
dicvers, aid they (ie freely otiered in the
volpci to finners ¢f 1uankii:d as fuch.

100 G. Wiy wes ke conltiteocd the pre-
phet ¢ i*._ coverent !

A, The s the nuviienger of the coven 1aut,
Lie n.ia crovealot s that as oshe ooihod “"t_"
nef-, he . ht contamy oo o of it and
that o 1.‘.: 1"Lu‘,~ coeroony warii 4 tuctiand,
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he might cffectually teach the myfteries of it
to our {alvation,

Q. Upon what ground is Chrift admitted
an advocate or intercefll,. ?

A. There could have becn noroomto plead
our caufe in heaven, if he had not belure re-
deemed us to God, with his own moft preci-
ous bloud, upen carth. .

Q. Is uct his interceffion always prevalent ?

A. Moft certainly ; as a prince he hath
power with God, and prevails. For, he in-
terceeds in virtue of a commifios from the
Fathier; there is likewile wa ivlisite dignity
derived from the perfon of Chritt wo his in-
tercelilon as weil asto his facrifice ; the matter
and end of his interceflion is fo agreeable to
his Father’s will and glory, thai he can no
morc rejeét his fuit, than deny tu nfelt : and
accordingly we have many inftances of his
fuccefs,
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Q. What ends are accomplifhed by his in~
terceflion ?

A. The prefervation of the church, the
miflion of the Spirit, the myftical union, fe-
curity from cor.lanat'on, acceptance at tie
throne of gruce, relict under temptations,
progreflion i holineis, perfeverarce in oroce,
an abundant entrance into heaven, auncd a par-
ticipation of his own glory.

). Of what importance is his kingly oflice,
in the admiaiftration of the covenant ?

A. A- vud and King he a;points ordi-
nances ana ambaifadors tor hrivging fimners
into the covenant, and for corhrming the co-
venanted ; and off -Gtu.ity fubdues the elect to
him{elf, by the power of the Spirit accompa-
nying the fume.

105 Q, How does the king of faints rule
and govern ihem after this ?

A. He writes the lews of his covenant up-
on their hearts, gives them the rewards of
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his grace in the cour! fe of tneir obedience,
blefles them with the difcipline of the cove-
nant, in cafe of difobedience; gives thewn re-
pentance for, and remiflion ot ..o dully fins,
affords them defence and reicze, weatt m
this life they are among their c.cinie; ead
at laft puts them in full poffellicn v tuc ¢ vw
of life, the inheritance incorruptible, and the
kingdom that cannot be moved.

Q. In what eftate does the Mediator exen
cute thefe offices, with relation to the cove-
nant ?

A. Both in a flate of Lumiliation, and in a
ftate of exaltation.

Q. What do you mean by Chrift’s humilia-
tion ?

A, His taking upon him the form aof a bond
fervant, and being found in fajlion as a mang
becommg obedient to death, even the desth
of the crofs. :
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Q. What was the caufe of his {o deep hu.

-* miliation ?

A. Nothing but his own, and his Father's
love to {inners of mankind.

Q. Wherein did Chrift humble himfelf ?

A. In his birth, life, death, and after his
death, ’till his refurretion  Vide, Larger

atechifm.

110 Q. Why was it neceflary he fhould
have humbled himfelf fo low, as to be a child
born for us?

A. Thzt he might be our near kinfman ;
that he might prefent human nature again, to
the fupreme judge, as perfetly pure, as the
holy law required ; and moreover, that he
might be capable of obedience, {fympathy, and
fuffering.

0. Ought not this condefcenfion of Chrift
to be wonderous in our eyes?

A. Withont controver{y, great is the myf-

tery of godlingfs! The glory of the eternal
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Ged, vailed in our nature! The father of e-
territy, become a crezture of time! And the
holy cne of liracl made fin ioir us! which is
sefinitcly more than had the {tnbeenconvert-
ed into a ciod of dufty or the i .t feraph
in Lcavan into 2 crawling worm !
Q. Fow did Chrift humble himfeif, in his’
? S
A. Iie was made under the law, undergo-
ing the mileries of this life, and the wrath of
God,

Q. Wit law was the Mediator made un-
der ?

A. e conformed indced to the ceremoni-
]l and judicial i~ftitutions both; but his chief
defign was to fulfil all the righteoufne(s of the
woral law, as a covenant of works, which he
magnific d au:d made honorable. ‘

Q. Why was Le made tnder the law-? .

A. Whatcver clLodgicrce e hinfelr ganld
vt it as velted wiih cur naure, Yet

C =2 |
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doubtlefs h zs (be) ing it as 2 bond fervant, iz
to redeem them tht were under the law, that
we might recciye the ddopnon of fons.

11§ Q W ot mileries in lite did the Me-
diator under UGl ?

A. Perfecy ution, temptation, defertion, and
fuch iificsitics of cur nature as were finles
and commor.

Q. By whom was Le perfecuted ? E

A. Gf a truth, both llerod, and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people cf
lirael. were gathered together againft the
Loly child Jelu..

Q. What perfecution did he fuffer from
Hovod ?

A. Whétt an infanr, Yerod fought his lue,
and had not lus parents, divinely warned, fled
with him into Egypt, be hud been h.un wnix
the childven o Bethichon .

\V ‘.u-: sll“l l‘ Qu-n.g\..-t }1(1\. x c fl 0... tl:a
?
]-6 Ws
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A. They would not own his glory as the
Son of God ; they queftioned lus mlﬂlon,
though confirmed by many inconteftible mi-
racles; they reproached him as a man glut-
tonous, a wine-bibber, and a friend of | ubl'-
cins and finners; they afferted his mirecles
to be wrouglit Ly Beelzebub the prince of ti:e
Deviis ; formetimes they befousght him to de-
part out of their coafts;, and refufed to give
him entertainment in thexr houfes; yea thcy
attemptcd to take away Lis life before hus
hour was come.

Q. Whar did lic fuffer under temptatibn ?

A. He f{uffered being tempted in the wil-
dernels to queftion his bonﬂnp, to prcfump—
tion, aud lelt-murder ; to idolatry, and Devii-
worfuip ; in fine, he was in all points tempt-
ed like as we are, yet without fin, that he
might know how to fuccour thofe who are
tempted,

b
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120 Q. Had he any affiiction from his dif-

ciples, amidit his luft {ufferings ?

A. Yes: He was betrayed by one, thrice
denied by anothcr, and forfaken by all the
reft.

Q. Is the treachery of Judus prejudicial to
the tiuth of Chriftianity ?

A. Far from it; on the contrary, his cha-
racter and corduét is a ftrong confirmation of
it.  Though our Lord knew from the begin-
ning who fhould betray him, he did pot hefi-
tate to admit Judas,” a witnefs of his whole
private lite, and doétrine, not regarding 1n
the leaft, what advantage he might take of
any thing he {zid or did.

Q, What oceafioned the indignities, which
the Mediator {uffered in our world ?

A. Thofe zbove-mentioned, aud others,
were without any pretext or form of law ;
but 2t l:it ke is profecuted, tried and con-
demned belore a court of judicature for al-
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ledged crimes both againft the ftate and the
church.

Q. What crimes againft the ftate was he
charged with?

A. The Jews accufed him, faying, We
have found this fellow perverting the nation,
and forbidding to give tribute to Czfar, f{ay-
ing, That he himfelf is a king.

Q. Was it then from loyalty to Czfar, and
zeal for the Roman government, they deli-
vered him?

A. Far from it; had hebeen indeed an ene-
my to Cafar, they would have been his moft
refolure foillowers and adventurers, being quite
impatient of a ferecign yoke.

12§ Q. What impiety againft the church,
was he impeached for ?

A. The high-prieft concluded that he fpoke
bla(phemy, becaufe he aflerted himfelf to be
the Chrift, the fon of God, in fuch ahigh fenfe,
as that in fo faying he made himielf equal
with Ged.
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. Was he conviéted by the teftimony of
\"nneﬂ'cs asguilty ef any ofany crime whatever?

A. No fuchthing : his enemis indeed fought
falfe witnefles arramﬁ him to put lim to death,
but found none ; yeca, though muny talfe wit-
nefles came, yet found they none.

Q. If there was no legal proof of guilt in
hiin, was there fufficient evidence of perfelt
innocence !

A. That there was; Judas the traitor, Pilite
the judgc, and the Ceaturion with his bard,
concurred in teftifving his i integrity.

Q. How did Judas the traitor atteft it

A. He repented, and brougiat arain the
thirty pieces of filver to the cluct “rl(:ﬂfs and
cWders, faying, I have {inned in that lhave be-
trayed the innocent blood.

. How did Pilate who condemned him at-
teft the fame ?

A. He took watcr, and wathed Lis hands
betore the mualtitude, faving, I am innocent
ot the L.oud of this jult perfon.
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150 Q. What teftimony did the Roman
centusion and his band bear to Chrift ?

A. When they faw the earthquake, and
thofc things that were done, they feared great-
ly, faying, Truly this was the fon of God.

Q. Could he not have prevented being dc-
livered into the hands of his enemies, or after-
wards have extricated himfelt?

A. No doubt he could ; when he afked the
tic band led on by Judas, Whom feck ye ?
Ana told them, Iam he, they went backward,
and flll to the giound ! He afterward obferv-
¢! o thein how he might pray to his Father,
~nd Ee would prefently give him more than
“wlie kerions of angels,

O, W hat indignities did he {ufler from the
G.itiles, as hinted at cbeve ?

A, Il rcd with his men of war fet him at
noul, wndonueked him, and arrayved him in
4 2o gzous robe, and fent him again to Pilate,
Voo coantemned Jeius, when he had fecurged

-, e becereatn

~
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Q. How washe otherwife infulted by Jews
and Gentiles, during this laft {cene of fuffer-
ing ?

A. Some began to {pit upon him, and to
buffet him ; they all preferred Barabbas to
him, and derided him in his {feveral offices, be-
fide denying his {fupreme Deity.

Q. How did they deny his divinity and
Sonthip ?

A. If thou be the Son of God, faid they,
come down from the crofs. He trufted in
God ; let him deliver him now, if he will
have him ; for he fiid, I am the Son of God.

135 Q. How did they contemn the great
Prophet of the church ?

A. They fmqte him with the palms of their
hionds, after blindfolding him, and'faid, Prophe-
{y unto us, thou Chrift, who is he that {inote
thee ?

Q. How did thev exprefs their bla‘phemy
azainft his priefihond ?
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A. The chief priefts mocking him, with
the {cribes and elders, {aid, He faved others,
himfelf he cannot fave.

Q. And how was he derided in his regal
dignity ?

A, They put on hima {carletrobe, and when
they had platted a crown of thorns, they put
it upon his head, and a reed in his hand, and
they _owed th. knee before him, and mocked
him, faying, Hail king of the Jews.

Q. Befide thefe, and what other bodily
torments he endured, what did he {uffer in his
foul ?

A. He confli@ted with the terrors of death,
and the powers of darknefs, and felt, and bore
the weight of God’s wrath.

Q. What may he be fuppofed to have fuffer-
ed from the terrors of death and the powers of
darknefs ?

A. During that hour, the devil who had the
power of death, probably had a great band in
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fetting before his view, the terrorsof G(?d’i
wrath due to {in, with defign either to drive
our Savior to defpair, or induce m to repent
of his undertcih. ~. or at leatt to take fome in~
diret means to decline fuffering-.

140 Q. When uij he bear the wrath of
God ?

A. All alone hut in a more remarkable
manner and meafure, in the garden of Geth-
femane, and upon the crofs.

Q, How “oes it appear that he bore the
wrath o'iglud in the garden ? .

A. Befhg in an agony, he faid, My foul is
exceeding forrowful even unto death : and he
prayed, Father, if it be poffible let this cup pafs
from me.

Q. How do you know that he endured the
wrath of God upon the crofs ?

A. There Jefus cried with a loud voice, My
God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me ?

Q. Was not Chrift the objeét of his Fa-
ther’s love, notwithitanding ?
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A. Yes, he wasalways his delight, and par.
ticularly it picaied the Lord to bruite him.

Q. Did he undergo ali thete tufferings vo-
luntarii; or ot neceflity ?
~ A. lle was quite voluntary, The Jews
indeed took, condemned, aud crucified him in
a violent marnner, and without afking his con-
fent, butner 2gainfthis will.  Accordingly, he
vas angry with Peter for diffuading him from
fulfering ; ic longed for his.#loody baptitm,
and hattened Judas to do his part quigkly.
When they would have made him a king, he
Liid himfelt, but when they came to make him
a fucrifice, he frankly furrendered. Though
Liis enemies went backward, and fell to the
ground, he would not fy ; nor at his trial, -
make any defence, that might bring kim off.
No man, faith he, taketh my life from me, but
I lay it down of myfelf ; 1 have power to lay.
it down, and I have power to takeit again.

145 Q. How does it appear that Chrift re-
ally died ?
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A. When the foldiers came to Jefus and
{faw that he was dead already, one of them
with a {pear pierced his fide, and forthwith
came thereout blood and water. And he that
faw it bare record, and this record being true,
is an abfolute demonftration of the reality of
his death : and alfo his continuing in the grave

’till the third day.

€). Ought not Chrift t have fuffered thefe
things ?

‘A. Yes ; becafe without fhedding of blood
isno remiffion. And it became him, forwhom
are all things, and by whom are all things, in
bringing many fons into glory, to make the
Captain of their falvation perfect through fuf-
ferings.

Q. Could the bleod of any, or of all the creas
tures expatlate fin?

A. Itis impoffible, faith the fcripture. The
blood of Jefus Chrlft onl cleanfeth us from fin,

Q. Whether then {hould the death of Chrift
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pe viewed as a martyrdom, as a ranfom, or as
an example ?

A. Cliefly asa ranfom, or as the facrifice
of a prieft,

Q. But did nqt Chrift likewife fet us an ex-
ample in his fufferings ?

A. Ycs; he fetus 2 glorious example of
patience, truft, refi gnatlon, meeknefs, forti-
tude und frgivenefs of injuriesas to the man-
ner in wiich he bore his {ufferings.

150 Q, Butl afk, was the fetting us an ex-
ample the chief end and defign of his {ufferings
e¢ven unto death ?

A. By no manner of means. His death at
this rate could not have been of the leaft advan-
tage to thofe who died before Chrift was cru-

ified ; and the faints under the New, as well
as thofe under the Old Teftament might have
ieen carried to heaven without it, efpecially
conﬁdcru‘g that they were now compafled
aboxt wih a flill greater cloud of witnefles.
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But . _fide, and above all, who v. ou'? with tn
die s he did, in an aguny, forrevw  wnd fore
amazed under the wrath of God, 1 as i
were abaudoned of heaven and ea. it ?

Q. And was not death a further confuma-
tion of his doctrine ?

A. He was indecd a witne{s for the truth to
the laft, bur be:cre wiat, Lis docirine was fufe
ficiently confirmed by a nuniber of the moft
i~conteftible and bencficent miracies.

Q. But independent of .il miracles, whe-
ther before, at, or after his death, would his
death have been a proper confirmation of Lis
religion ?

A. It would not. This much indeed weunld
have appearcd rom his being a martyr to his
doltrine, th unfelf at leaft believed it to
be true ; to fuppofe that one may
{u firmly believe 2 1i¢, or be fo obftinate, as
to give his bedy to be burnt rather than re-
linquith it. But the Chriftian relicion feems
t® be morc amply confirmed by the joyful
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and triumphant deaths of a noble army of
martyrs, thin by the mournful exit of Chrift
him{elf.

Q. What great and glorious ends in gene-
ral, were .ccomplithed by the fufferings and
death of Chrift?

A. Chrift by his death made a proper, real,
and complete fatisfaction to the juftice of God
for the fias of the world, Rom. iii. 25, 2.
He brought in cvcrlaﬁmg righteoufnefs,
whereby the law of God is magnificd ard
made honorable, Dan. ix. 24. “Confirmed
the new Covenant, and rendered his Tefta-
meat of force, Heb. ix. 16. Condemned fin,
and deft: oved this work of the devil, Rom.
vii. 3. Bruifed the old ferpent hxmlcl' and
dettm_vcd him thzt had the power of death
Hcb. 1. 14, Opened up a new and living
W) of accefs into the holieft of all, Heb. x.
19, 30. Abolithed the enmity between Jews
aud Gezules, and rcconciled both unto Gud in
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onc body by the crofs, Eph. ii. 1§, 16. He
hath illuftrioufly difplayed the glory and har-
mony of all the divine perfetions, John xii.
a3. Hereby, too, honor and glory redounds to
himfelf, John xiii. 23. And having made his
foul an offering for fin, a numerous feed thall
arife from age to age to {erve him, and to be
to him for a name and a praife in the earth,
Ifa. liii. 10.

Q. What bleflings does every believer in
particular, receive from the death and faeri-
hce of our great high prieft ?

A. Paurdon, peace, and acceptance; the
fpirit of adoption, and holinefs; victory over
all enemies; and adniflion into heaven at laft,

t§§ Q. What miracles attended Chriit’s
death?

A. The fun was darkened at noon, graves
were opened by an earthquake, and the vail
of the temple was rent in twain,

Q. What myfterics of godlinefs are to be
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feen and adored in the crucifinion of Chrifl ?

A. Here we find the everlftiny tcurtiin
of joy, excceding forrowfui! The ~eifeson
of beauty, with his vifage marred mero than
any man, and his form wore i the cons of
men! The Creutor and Preprictor ot - 1, def-
titute of every thing i life and deqth! Ged
blefled for ever, mude a curfe for us! 1eheld
here consmunicants ! the creditor Lecome fure-
ty for the debtor, and paying the debr which
was owing to himidi! The Judge of ull the
earth, brought uader condemmnatian! The
Prince and Lord cf life, ftooping to the auft
of death! Here we fee juitice raging ay:iuft
the innocent, and ablolvivyg the gulity without
any injuftice ! Sin punifhea and the finner pos-
doned ! The dcbt paid, and yet furgivens The
greateft sood brousiit out or the greatcit evil!
Jofus cruciticd in weannefs like a flove, be-
tween two malefadtors; and yet at the fume
Wne, fitting upen the crofs us upon & Chiviot
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of {late, cranting pardon, and {poiurg prin-
cipalities and powers !

(). How did Chrift humble him{if after his
death?

A. He was buried, and continved in the
arave, tll the third cay 5 which is fometimes
called his defcending into hell.

Q. Can we conceive that Chrift aCtually
went irto heil, the piace of torment, at, or
after his death?

A. Net at all, it is 2 Porpifh fition: The
{fuppofiticn that he wentinto a priton where
she {ouls of the Old Teftament faints were

* detaired from heaven, and preached the gol-
¢! to them there, is very ablurd; and ro
':\.-is groundlcfs is it to imagiue thathe defcend-
«d locally into Lell to trivmph over the devil,

Q. What then is the true meaning of his
defcending into hell.

* A. The Hebrew and Greek woids which
we travilate hell, fignify'not only that pluce of

P

4
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torment, butlikewifc the grave, or the unfeen

ftare, 1 Sam. ii. 6. Jur,;}';".i. 2. 1 Cor. ¥v. ¢,
Rev. xx. 13, And in o laft Sonfe culy, it

1s meant of Chriil, when it is 1aid, Theou wilt
not leave my fenl in hell.

160 Q. What were the end:, ufes, and
cfteéts of Chrift’s burial ? -
A. Thercby the verity of dcathis demon-

ftrated, for his friends would never have bu-

ried him alive, nor indeed would Pilate de-

liver the body to thein till he was certified by

the centurion, that he really was dead; and
it any deubt could remain after all; it muft
be removed by his burial.  And by this feve-

ral types and prophefies were fulhiled. And

hereby he hath deftroyed the laft enzmy, pur-

fucd him to his ftrong hold the gra’ie, and

{hatched viiory from him, and new the grave

i~ perfumned and made a fafe refting placz for

the fainte, i)l the mdorning of the refurrection.

-

[ ] - .
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0. How was the Mediator of the covenane
exalted after {uch hvmiliation ?

A. Hc was exalted in his victorious refur-
reftion, triumyhart a‘cenfion, glorious fining
at the ri ght-hd!}d of God, )I'EleLIlt tnterceflion
there, and‘hallbe further exalted at his {econd
appearance and kingdom.

Q. What was the neceflity of his refurrec-
tion ?

A. Tt was neceﬂ'iry in refpect of our faith
and huppinels, the cftablithment of chriftianivy,
the farther execution of his offices, aud in re-
fpeét ot the truth of God,

. What was the neeeflity of it, in refpeét
Of our faith: and happioess !

A. It Chrift is not rilen, our fuith is vain,
we are yet in cur Lins, and they that are full-
en aflecp are pcr;i‘lui.

Q. How wus it neecflary in cenfirmation of
Chriftiznity ?

A lt (.hr.ﬁ is not rifen, our preacking is
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vain and falfe, the wlinie gofpel is but a cun-
ningly devifed fable, und the author of it a dg-
ceiver of the peeple.

165 (). How did the glory of his offices de-
perd upon it ?

A. if Chrit had got rifen, the truth, and
prounie of the Spirir cffential to his prophetic
office had hoen loft 3 the merit and intercefh-
o neceifury 1, his pricfibood had been a
wanti=g ; and 2l power in heaven and carth
necetliry 10 bi: regal dignity, had not been
cenferred uoon him.

. 11w v rbe truth of God concerned in
the rerurre@ on of Clinift?

A. Tud baaber nad fworn by an oath, that
he w rG - wde han up 3 and declared by the
Py tic s i, thet he would not fulter his
hoiy ovie tL jee corujtion, Acts n. 30, 31.

G. 1o w dees the certainty of Chrift’s re-
farreétion appear ?
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A. The truth of it 1s abundantly eviden
from the circumitances, and effects of the thing
itfelf ; and frem the teftiinenies that havcbeen
given of it.

Q. What circumftances evince the truth cf
his refurreétion ?

A. The rolling away of'the great ftorc from
the door of the fepulchre by an angel from
heaven, which Chrifl’s encmieshad teuled and
made fure ; the order in which the grave-
cloaths were found ; the budy having been
laid in a new fepulchre, prevenied any fulpi-
cion that it was another ; and other dead bo-
dies of faintsrofe, and appeared to many, thew-
ing the poflibility of a refurreétion, and doing
honor to him who had conquered death and
the grave.

Q. What effects of Chrift’s refurredtion far-
thier evinced the certainty of it !

A. The cffulion of the divine Spirit, the
working of miraclz:, wie convertion «& multis
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tudés", and the extraordinary gifis which men
received, could not flow fiom a dead butarifen
Jefus. .

170 Q. What teftiinonies have been given
of the refurretion of Carifl ?

A. Teftimonies of ali forts, human, angeli-
cal and divine.

Q. By what men was the refurreciion ate
teited ?

A. By apcilles, enemics, and others, who
{aw him alive.

Q. What teftimony did to the apoftics give
to 1L,

A, They unanimoully declared that God
raifed him up the third day, and fhewed him
openly, not to all the peopie, but to wimelles
cholen befure of God, eveu to us, fay they,
who did cat and drink with him, after he roi¢
irom the dead.

Q. What enemies ofChriilt attefted it ?

A, Suine of the warch caiie into the city,
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and fiewed unto the chicf priefts, allthe t
that were done.  Pilate allo gave an ac
ol it to the emeror and Roman fenate, iy
who'e records thefe things are“faid to have
utered. To which mixhit be added, the tel~
tinoies of Jul .n the avoitare and others.

Q. Wi, beade, {aw him alive afier his res
furreciion ?

A. 1le was {een of ubove five hundred bre-
thren ut once.

17; 0. Wiaranlwer may be given to that
ob ¢ _zionag..aft the refuroétion of Chrift,
Tout b ous tto huve anpeared openly to all
the pcople, 4 d tae valers, ruibei than to have
keot it ~riviee, anong felect iricnds ?

A, It 1sas were !, Thoje who wiil nor be-
licve tie e.angoiit, would set have been
pe-tuaded, thouyh they had icen one rifen
f-o o the dead, ;s wus cvident fromn the in-
ft.ce of L zarus 5 and it was now improper
that Cuiel [houid cg.in fuiler the contradictis
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d‘f fm&rs to his face, and therefore declar-
ed before, that the world thould no more fce
him after his death : moreover, e judged ic
more fit to {pend bis fhort time upon earth
with his difciples, than in fatisfying the unrea-
fonable {cruples of his enemies, who now de-
ferved to be thus punifiied for their unbciiet,
Befidzs ally it was the will of God then as now,
that incn fhould live by faith, and that the be-
lief of the refurrection fhould not be propagat-
ed or {upported by anv earthly power influ-
cnce, or authority whatfoever.

Q. What teftimony did the angels give to
the reiurrection ?

A. They told the women v ho came to the
jepulchre, He is not here, but hic is rifen as he
{uid.

Q. What divine teftimony is {uperadded ?

A. When the Father brought again into
the world the fuft begotten, he 1ai id, Let ail the

augels of God worthip him : God the Son tef-
D2
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tified, Tam he that liveth, and was cw, i
behold T am alive for evermore ; and the Ho-
ly Ghoft alfoisa witnefs of the fame. If there-
fore we receive the witnefs of man, the wit-
nefs of God is greater.

Q.. What are the effectsof Chrift’s refurrec-
tion trom the dcad ?

A. Thele may be referred partly to God
the Father, partly to Chrift hinifelf,; and part-
ly to his people.

Q. What are the effects of it which refpe&t
God the rather ?

A. Chrift was raifed from the dead to the
elory of Gedthe Father.  His truth and faith-
tuinefs is tlufirated in fuifilling types, promifes
and prophecics concerning  this matter, Acts
xxvi. 22, 23. Alfo the excecding greatnefs
of the divine power was diiplayed in a moft
oloricis manner, in the relurrection of Chrift,
Foh i, 19, 20.  The juftice of God likewife
is vloritied in it ; for when Chrift had dene
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his work as a furery, it wus but juft and equi-
table that he fhoukl be honorabls dicharged
and legally acquitted, being loofed from the
cords of death. And the wildoni, goodnels,
and grace of God which appeured in the tcheme
of {alvation, would have been defeated had
not Chirift been raifed from the dead.

180 Q. What are the confequences of
Chrift’s refurreéiion, as to himtelt ?

A. He was dcclared to be the Son of God
with power, according to the S§;irit of holiners,
by his refurrection tromthe dead, Thisfliows
that he is Lord of all, both ot the dead and of
the living : that he huath the heys of hell and
death, and can and wiil unleck the graves of
his people, and fet them tree, as he hat!: him-
felf. By this itis a clear cate, That Chrift
hath fimthed his work here in tuitilling the luw
datistying juftice, and obiaming redemption
for us.

Q. What are the fruit: of Chrift’s reflurrec-
sion, which refpect his people ?
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A. Tle bleflings of the covenant in general,
are enjoyed by the faints, in virtue ofit : and
in particular, he was raifed again for our juf-
tification ; for that is founded rather on
Chrift’s refurreétion, than on his death,
Rom. viii. 23, 34. Regeneration is another
effet of it, and hence the elect of God are
faid to be begotren again by ir, yea to be
quickened and railed up together with him :
our faith and hopearife withhim, for certainly
1o bleflings can be too good for his love to
grant, or tco great for his power to confer ;
nor 2any enemies too ftrong for him who {peiled
primcipalities and powers on the crofs, and
hath broke the cords of death ¢nd the bars ot
t.ae grave : and as he is the firtt fruits of them
that fleep, even fo doubtlefs, them alfo that
fleep in Jefus, will God bring with him ; who
wll change our vile body, that it may be fafh-
1:.«d like unto his glorious body.
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Q. What practical improvement ought we
to make of this capital doétrine ?

A. Thus to judge, that they who live
fhould not henceforth live unto themfelves, but
unto him who died for them, and rofe again.

Q. How long did Chrift contirue on earth
after his refurredtion ?

A. Forty days.

Q. How was he employed during that
time ? |

A. Confirming the faith of his difciples, and
inftru@ing them in the narure and govern-
ment of his {piritual kingdom.

185 Q. Did he himfelf then in perfon, ful-
ly open up the Chriftian {yftem to his follow-
ers, before he left this earth ? _

A. He did not: there were many articles
moft effential and fundamental which they
could not then bear. Howbeit, {fays he, when
the Spirit is come, he will guide you into
all truth. He fhall glorify me: for he fhall
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receive of mine, and fhall fhow it unto you"
Indeed the Chriftian difpenfation, progerly
ipeaking, did not fully open till Jcius was
glorified, and the apoftles received the rro-
mile of the Father upon the day of Pentccoft,
From whence I conclude, that we are nct 1o
form our ideas of Chriftianity, from what is
narrated in the gofpels only, but from the
complete canon of the New Teftamment, as
founded upon, and infeparably conneted with
the Old.

0. Would it have been proftable for the
church, had Chrift continued mucu longer on
earth at their head !

A. It was more expedient for us that he
fhouid go to the Father; mnor could he-be
otherwile preient wih each of them, than by
his Spirit, now thar they were to be his wit-
nefles through all the world.

. How may we be certain of Chrift’s ad-
mifhon into heaven ?
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A. From its having been both prefigured
and predi‘ted under the Old Teftament; ;
from its being attefted by the apoftles, and
holy angcls; and from the blefled fruits of his
actual atcenfion to the throne of his glory.

Q. In what capacities did he afcend ?

A. Asa victorious conqueror, to receive a
triumph ; as our forerunuer, to open the way
to glory; as the bridegroom and hufband of
his church, to prepare a plice for us; as the
great high prieft of our profeflion, to become
an advecate with the Father, and to give
boldnefs and confidence to every true wor-
fhipyer; asour exalted king, to rule over the
houle of David for ever; us the guod fhep-
herd, to feed and lead hi- fiock, and litt them
up for ever; and as our glorivus reprefénta-
tive, to take polieflion of the purchafed in-
Leritance.

Q. What fupporting promife did he leave
with his people at parting trem them?
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A. If I go not away, fays he, the comfor-
ter will not come unto you, but if I depart,
1 will fend him unto you.

190 Q. For what purpofe does he {end the
Spirit ?

A. As an interpreter, to teach us all things;
as a reprover, to convince the world of fin,
righteoufnefs and judgment; asa comforter,
to abide with us for ever; asa witnefs, to
teftify of Chrift ; as a guide, to lead us un-
to all truth; as a remembrancer ; and in fine,
to apply the whole purchafed redemption, in
purfuit of his office and undertaking in cove-
nant.

(). Where was the Mediator {fct- when he
afcended ? .

A, He fat down on the right hand of the
throne of God.

Q. What is meant by the right hand of the
throne of God ?

A. TlLe dignity aud glory of Chrift ia his
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exalted ftate; his joy and fatisfaétion ; his do-
minion and pewer over all creatures; and
the exccllency and udminiftration of his me-
diatorial '<mgdum.

0. What i< unp].ed in his fitting at the
right hand of God ¢

A. The exaltation of his human nature in
heaven zbove 2l cieatures whe ftand and bow
before the throme; his fatety and {ecurity
from all a ttempts of enemies ; and his dura«
tion and coutinuance in this glorious ftate for
evcer.

Q. For what ends does Chrift fit at the right
hand o1’ Cod ?

A. For manifdtation of his own, and his
Futier’s glory; for the gc:od of the church
militunt, and to complete the joy of the
church triumphart.

195 L Wit i'nprovement fhould we
make of Chrit’s fitting ac the right hand of
(God ¢
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A. We ought to hearken diligently to him
who fpeaketh to us from heaven ; to fet our
affetions on things that are above ; to labor to
enter into his reft, and cultivate a defire to
devart and to be with Chrift : and from this
we may be confident that the gates of hell
fhall not prevail againft the church.

Q. Since the adminiftration of the cove-
nant of grace is devolved upon Chrift him-
felf, how does he now in his exalted ftate
adminifter it ?

A. By the written word and preached
gofpel, and difpenfation of the facraments,
accompanying all by the power and energy of
the Holy Ghoft.

Q. Of what impertance in the adminiftra-
tion of the covenant, is the rcading and
preaching of the gofpel ?

A. Hereby the covenant itfelf is revecaled
and unfolded, it is fully and frecly offered te
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unarers of mankind without exception ; and
when the gof;-el comes not in word only, but
alfo in pewer, und in the Holy Ghoft, thofc
who werc ftiangers are brouglit into the co-
venant, and united to Chrift the covenan‘
head. '

Q. Whether does the Spirit moft ordinarit
Iy accompany ilie reading or preaching of the
word for his purpole ?

A. As faith comcth by hearing, it pleafed
Gud by the foolithnels of preaching to fave
them that bclieve.  In preaching the Lord.
Jetus, the hand of the Lord is wih his fer-
vants, whereby multitudes belicve and are
turned to the Lord.

Q. What is the cflicacy of the word, in
the convertion of finners compared toin ferip- .
ture ?

A. It is likened to fire, which purifies and
refines; to aa uam:ucr, which rendeth the
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heart of ftone; to rain, wiich rerethes ard
molifies; to lisht, which guides and dirc o
and it is quick and poweriul, and [r.rperthan
any two edged fword, piereng evente tic di-
iding afurder of foul and fpirit, and i the
pints and marrow, and isa duceraer of the
thourhts and intents ot the heart.

200 ). What ule does the Spirit make of
the word written and preacicd, to thofe
who are within the covenaut ?

A. They are the-cby buiit up in holinefs
and como.t, through 1.uth, unte falvatiou.

Q. Whcther are the lucranents defigied
to confirm the word, or to {treagticn our
fairh ?

A. The whole of reveiation being the true
fayings of God, cannot adinit o1 Ingher con-
firmation thun his affeveration and oath; but
the facraments are neceflary to ftrengthen
and confirm our faith.
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Q. What is the diiierence between the
s0:d and fzcruments, confidericg bouth as
meaas of grice snd alvanen ?

A. The word may be effectual to this end
without the ficrament, bur the {acraments
canaot ava:l witi:oat the word, -

Q. How nmany feals are appcnded to the
covenant ot gr.ce ?

A. Under the old difpeniztion of the co-
venant thee vore twe, circuincifion and the
paffover; a ¢ wnder the new, two allo, viz.
baptiim: and the Lovds fupper.

C. 17w have they been uiually called ?

A. Qe ituls ol s covenant were called
by thie Lo chineh Sacraments ; and by the
Greek chuiehi Myiterics.

205 €. What is meant by the word facra-
ment ?

A. The word facrament, originally figni-
fies the o.th which the Roinan {oldiers bound
thendelves by to their general; and it is our
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oath of aliegiance, wherein we {wear fidelity
to Jefus the captain of our falvation. As they
{wore that they would never defert their co-
lors in the day of batile; we alfo folemnly
engage to maintain irr cconcileable wa rag'unlt
all thc encmies of Chrift, without and within
us, fighting refolutely under hisbanner againit
{in, Satan and the world; and this at the pe-
ril of our eternal damnation.
- Q. What is meant by the word myftery ?

A. It fixnifics that belide the outward and
vint:le hg\u. there is.in this ordinance fome
fecrct or hidden meaning which is diligently
to be attended unto.

Q. In what rcipedts are the facraments
called {eais?

A. Ther may be confidered a- Ged's L2zl
ARG A3 GULE L i,

Q. Tlow s taey to Le eonfidered as God’s
o040

A AL e cre erdinaties e by Lin fer
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‘vie confirmation of our faith, that he wiil be
cur covenant God, & that he makes over
Chrift and his bene hts 4s ours,

How are they to be conidered as our
feals?

A. As we vifibly protefs to avouch this
God to be our God, and give up ourfelves un-
0 him to be his penplc, and detire tobe made
partakers of Chrift, and the benefits of the
new covenant in his own way.

210 Q. Who have a right to the facra-
menss?

A. Tiofe vwho are credible profeflors of
the Chrittian religion have a right before men,
butreal faiatconly have ar mht before God.

Q. For what ends hath Chrift inftituted fa-
crztaents in his church ?

A. To keep up the remembirance of his
aeath 5 to give his people deolightiul commu-
vion with humicit, ard with one another ; to
confirm his covenant with themn, and their ci-
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lications to him ; to ftrengtlien their graces,
and to diftinguith them from the reft of the
world.

Q. Do the facraments neceflurily promote
falvation ?

A. They have no power in themfelves to
anfwer this end, ctherwife all who reccive
vhem would certainly be faved.

Q. Does their cfticacy depend upon the pi-
ety and intention of the adminiftrator ?

A. By nomeans : who is Paul, or whe is
Apclios, bnt ftewards of the miyiteries of
God, who may indeed pray tor the bifirg,
but cannot poffbly conter that gruce which is
the work and gift of Chrift.

Q. How then do the fucraments beecome
eilectual to felvation ?

A. Ouly by the blefling of Chrift, and by
efficacious vvorking of the Tlouly Gheft,

215 Q. When was thie fucrament of cire
cumcificn inftituted ?
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A. When the covenant of promife was re=
newed with Abraham, and confined in a pe-
culiar manner to his family.

(3. What was figaificd by circumcifion ?

AT iae deftruétion of or prin:d {1". tle de-
dicztion of the pcrfon to God: and ti-e necci-
ity of regencration, ¢ being cut ofrirom the
G4t Adany as a covenun:- uml, aud being
grafred into Chrift.

(3. \Why was this fucrament adminiftred to
the children of the faithfui?

A. Becauie God had (1()1111"'(’(1 i1 the cove-
nant to be a God likewile to their iced; and
therefore it was exprddly eniomed that every
male-child fhould be circuniciivd the €ivinhy
dav

Q When was the {icrament of the pallu-
ver inftituted ?

A. At thedeliverance of ifraci ficm T

Q_ Why was it co ed the l(uh)\ er?

A. Becaull the dedtiov mu an_ el paﬂcd o~

A

>
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ver their houfes, when he finote all the nrit
bora of Exypt.

220 Q. And why d'1 the deftroyer then
pafs over r the houfes of the Iiraelites?

A. Becanfe their door pofts and lintels were
forinkled with the blood of the puffever
lamb, fi ixnifying that the blood of Chrift
{prinkled on our con‘cience, is a fure defence
from {rom divine wrath.

Q. Whay was it reguired that the paichal
Iimb fhould be a male of the firft year, and
vwithout blemith ?

A. To ligniiy the purity and excelience of
Ciirift, who fhould offer himielf for us with-
out {pot, in the prime and vigor of life.

Q. Why was it to be roafted, to be ecaten

'n:"", with bitter herbs, (md with unlea-.
venea bireacd, by the whole congregation, at
onc.: ?

A, T» rerrelenr the {everity of Chrift’s
fuieringss that Lie mutl be wiholly received
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by faith; and that in the exeicile of repen-
tance : witheut dely, und wnh tivecrity of
heart 5 and to lign.iy that thae s erough in
Chrift, tor the tulvation of tie whole wiurch
at onice.

Q). Whercin do the facrament: cf the Old
Tctamen: differ trom thete of the New ?

A. The ficraments of the Oid Teltament
reprefented Chrift as to cowme, but more ¢b-
fcurely ; whereas thofe of tiie New reprefent
him cicarly as already come.

Q. Wierein do Baptilm and the Lord’s
Sup pper agree ?

A. In tiat Ged is the author, and Chrift is
the mutter of bothh ; both ate {eals of tie
Jame covenant, and imjly cigagements to
the fame dutics; both cight tu be publiciy
diipenied, wad that by nu dters o1 the got-
pei oniy; and they are betn 1o continue in
the c.urch, ‘till Clirift’, tecond comung.
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22§ ©), What bleflings are fealed to us in
bapnlm’

A. Our engraftment into Chrift, and a par-
ticipation of the benefits of the new cove-
nant.

Q. What benefits of the new covenant are
more cipecially reprefented and applied i
baptiim ?

A. Regencration, juftification, and adopti
on ; all which flow dircetly from union with
Chrift, who i, cur liie, our righteouinets, and
our cider broter.

Q. Eow is our buptiim to be improved by
s !

AL By ferious and thanliu! cenfideration of
the natwe of i, und ot the cnds for wiich
Chirift inftituzed iv; by bang hun bled tor wur
fntui echloment, owr 1.uu| oo feait oy end
Walkil'y Gtraly to our ug‘gu:zcus; znd
l‘)’ t"..(ita';'h:il.g L0 4 € '-}' 13]1!;, to Lave cur
e rverfation ty hotindd ard richies vi ey, and
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to walk in brotherly love, as being baptized
by the fame Spirit into one body.

Q. When thould we thus improve our bap-
tifm ?

A. All our life long, efpecially in time of
tern C .tion, and when we are preient at the
ad. o ftratien of it to othess,

A. I private b, tilm commendable, even
if fome jitiance thould, on that account, be
given to the poor ?

A. 1 think not: it clandeftinely obtrudes
members into the vilible church ; occafions,
among lome at leaft, the irreverent adminif-
tration of baptitm, too much tcparates the
ordinance of teaclung wom it, confi.ns the
ignorant in the popifh tancy of its abfolute ne-
ceflity, robs Chriftians of an oppertunity of
rencwing their vows, and deprives the pa-
reats and child of the bencfit of the prayers
of a whale congregation.
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220 Whercin co buastifin and the Lord’s
fupper ditror !

A. Ba;tia'ezlsanentrance into the church,
and 1o le tetion e Chidly and therefore is
ad oiittered Sut oree, and to infants as well
as cthars: whereas the Loid’s fupper is a {eal
of ivirirual neunifhment and growth in grace,
and 1nerciore o ¢ received frequently, and
only by perfun. who can examine thenelves.

4. By whut names is this laft {ucrament
afually culled ?

A. it is cotled the eucharift, the fealt, the
sommuniun, «ud the Lora’s fupper.

Q. Way is it c.iwd the ewchaindt, or thanki-
grvinyg !

A. becau'e Chr it gave thanks when he ap-
poirzd i, wad we are to receive it with
thankiulness,

Q. Why ‘a'd to be the feaft ?

A. Becaule of the ample provifion that is
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here fet before us, and the joy wherewith it
Is to be received.
- Why is it defigned the commurion ?
A. Becaufe of the intercourfe there isin
this ordinance between Chrift the head, and
the meribers of his bady. In it he commu-
nicates his favor and giuce, of his fulnefs and
falvation ; and they communicate their thank(-
giving, love and gratitude. And the mem-
bers likewife enjoy delightful communiofi with
one another; for ‘we being many are Lur one
body. And we et of thc fame bredd, and
drink of the fame cup, in token that we dec-
rive our life from one common fountain, thut
we are all actuated by the fame Sgirit, and
have as near an intecreft and «ffeétion for one
another, as the members of the {ame body.
235. Q. Why ftiled the Lord’s fupper ?
A. Becaufe it is a fpiritual repaft for the
foul, as meat i for the body; and it 15 a cilef
banquet in we family of Cluul, as jupper was
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among the ancients; and likewife becaufe it
was inftituted in the cvening after the laft
paflover was eaten, and under the laft dif-
penfation.  And it is emphatically called the
Lord’s fupper, to intimate the authority and
excellence of it,

Q. What elements are to be ufed in the
Lord’s {upper ?

A. Comnmon bread, and the fruit of the
vine.

¢!, Ought not every communicant to re-
ceive both the bread and the wine !

A. Yces; thiey are to take and ear of the
bread, and with reference to the cup, Chrift
{aith, Iink ye all of it

Q. What is fignificd by the bread and
wine !

A. The bedy and biood of Chrift.

Q. Wh.t is our fzitiv to terminate upon,
whei the body and bloed of Chrift are repre-
ferted by thele eleraents ?

A. s mcarnation, obedience, and death.
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240 Q. What facramentaiactions a: e uled ?
A. They are fiich as relpect cither the ads
miniftrator, or the receivers of tiis ordi
nance.
. What are the facramental ations on
the part of Cur.ft, the futt adininiftruror?

A. He tvok the elements, bieled them,

and gave thanks; broke the bread, and gave
both the bread and the wine to his difciples,

. What may tie adinimiteatos’s ta.king of .

the eJements lead us w tinnk upon ¢

A. Chrift’s undertaking the work of cur
redeinption, and for this end atlwuig an holy
human unature, that he might have lulewhat
to ofter.

Q. What is meant by the bleflin;s of thefe
elements ?

A. The fetting apart fo much of them as
thall be wed 1rom a conuron to a fucred uie
and that ili> facrament is @ mesais of Churift’s
| X 2mllg Liis pcup!c.

E 2

-
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(. Are the bread und the wine turned in-
to the real body and blood of Chrift by minif-
te .. coniceration ?

A. By no mcaus : the fuppofition of fuch a
change 1s contrary to the teftimony of all our
fcnies, the judgment ot reajoa, the declara-
tion of {cripiure, the nature or a facrament,
&ec. &c.

245 Q). What vicws {hould we have as to
the breaking ot the bread and pouring out of
the wine ?

A. The breaking of Chrift’s body, and
peuriug out of his foul unto deuth.

Q. What is meant by giving tuc bread and
ihe wiite to communicants ¢

A. That Chrift is his own and his Father’s
free pitt to finners of mankind, for life and fal-
Yatio:l.

(;. Whatare the {facramental aétionsonthe
fait of communicants ?
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A. They take, and jartake of both cle-
ments, and divide them amc .g theintelves.

Q. What is the language of communicants
taking thefe elements ?

A. Itisan emblem of the faints receiving
Chrft by the hand of faith, and zl! the blefs-
ings of grace with him, agreeable to the
ofter.

Q, What is meant by their partaking of
thele ?

A. That there muft be a particular applica-
tion of Chrift to the toul.

250 Q. Why fhouid communicants divide
the elements among them.elves ?

A. In imitanien ot thie pradtice o Chrift and
his apofties, and to teftify their mutual love
and union, as hereby they become one bread.

Q. Are the difterent clements defigned to
fignity different parts of Chrift’s fufferiags ?

A. We ought rather to contider the one and
the other, as vifible external figns of the fame

things.
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Q. Whether fhould the facrament be re.
ceived fitting, ftunding, or kneeling ?

A. Sitting ieemsto come neareft to Chrift’s
evample, and beft {uits with the nature of a
fcaft, and the Lord’s table : whereas kneel-
ing hath the appearance at leaftof Popifh ido-
lairy and {uperttition.

). When did our Lord inftitute this facra.
ment ?

A. Inthe fame night wherein he himfelf
was betrayed.

Q. For what end was this ordinance ap-
pointed ?

A. To fhow forth the death of Chrift till
he come aguin.

265 Q. Isit only the laft {cene of his {uffer<
ings we are to commemorate here ?

A. We ought to remember with applica-
tion, the whole courfe of his obedience and
fufferings from the cradle tothe grave,

Q. Wihatis it about the death of Chrift, we
are to remember in this ordinance 2
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A. The neceflity of it, to deliver from go-
ing down to the pit ; the truth of it, that he
really underwent theie things; and the fufe
ficiency thereof, as available to the falvatiop

of a loft world.
. In what manner thould we here rememe

ber the death of Chrift ?
A. Fiducially, humbly, mournfully, thank.

fully, and affectionately.

Q. To whom do we fhew forth or repre.
fent the death of Chrift ?

A. To God the fupreme judge, to angels,
to devils, to the world, and to our confciences.

Q. How are we to fhow it forthto God the
judge of all ?

A. Prefenting it by faith as a complete fae
tisfaction to his juftice in our room and ftead.

260 Q. How are we to fhew it forth to
holy angels ?
. A. As the ground of our reconciliation tey

und commu'nion with them.
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Q. Why to Satan ?

A. Improving this atonement is an anfwex:
to all accufations, as a reafon againft yielding
to any temptation, and as the only way in
which we overcome and bruife him under our
feet-

Q. What do we mean by thowing forththe
Lord’s death before the world ?

A. We openly profels o the world, that
we glory in his crofs only, asthe fum and
centre of all our principles, the toundation of
our hope and counf.dence, and the reafon of
our non-confornaty to the world.

Q. Why thew it forth to our own confci-
ences?

A. Improving it to quiet our troubled minds
uncer a {fenfe o1 guilt, andas the only means
to jurge conlcier.ce from dead works to ferve
the iving God.

Q. How oft are we te fhew forth the.
death of Chrift ?
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A. The fuft Chriftians ieem to Lave done
it every Sabbath, and v e cught todo fo as oft
as w ¢ have opportunity.

Q. 1s not Chrift really prefent in this ordi-
nance ?

A. Yes; he is graciouly, though invifibly
predent here, as in other ordinances where
Lis pame is recorded.

Q. Whou are worthy receivers of this ordi-
nance !

A. True believers, and tiicy only.

Q. W hat are they made partakers of ?

A. Of Chrift’s budy and blood, with all his
benetit.,

Q. Why arc the benefits of the new cove-
nant calicd Chuift’s?

A. Becaute e is the purchafer, the pro-
prietor, and difpenfer of them among lLia
icople. .

Q). W hat is the fruit of their partaking of
all his Lenefies ?
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A. Their fpiritual nourifhment and growth
in grace.

270 Q. Whole duty is it to receive the
Lord's fupper ?

A. All Chriftians come to mature age are
obliged to it, by the law of God, but believers
only have a real right to it, and fuch believers
only as have grace in f{uitable exercife, are
actually fic for it.

Q. Are gracelefs perfons come to age guil-
ty, if they neglect this ordmnance ?

A. Yes; they practically renounce their
baptifm, account to the death of Chridt, as un-
worthy of remembrance, and defpife facra-
mental bleflings.

Q. What courfe fhould they take, feeing
whether they receive or negle¢t this ordinance
they offend?

A. Their immediate duty is tocomply with
the golpel-call, and receive Chrift as offered ;
and thus being brought into a gracious ftate,
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they are habitually prepared for this, and
every duty or difficulty.

Q. Isit not a dreadful proftitution of this
{acrament to oblige men to receive it, to qua-
lify them for civil offices?

A. Daoubtlefs it is.

Q. Who are to be kept back from the com-
munion table ?

A. The grofly ignorant, and openly pro-
faue.

Q. Why ought the grofsly ignorant to be
kept back?

A. Becaufe they cannot difcern the Lord’s
body, or examine themfelves.

). Why ought the openly fcandalous to be
fet afide?

A. Becaufe there can be no communion be-
tween righreouinefs and narighteouinefs, be-
tween Chrift and Belial: and therefore with
fuch we ought not to eat,
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Q. Whether then is this a converting or
confirming ordinance !

A. It is intended for the f{piritual nourifh-
ment of true believers, whiift the written
and the preached word, are detigned for con-
verfion and begetting faith.

Q. What preparation is neceflary for this
ordinance ?

A. Both habitual, and actual preparation.

Q. Whereindoes habitual preparation con-
it

A. In being cloathed upon with the gar-
ment of falvation, Chrift’s righteoufnefs im-
puted ; and having his grace implanted in our
hearts.

280 Q, What altual preparation is necef-
fary?

A. Befide public attendances; felf-exami-
nation, dedication, meditation and prayer are
required.



for the Old and Young. 108

Q. Is {cif-examicaticn the duty of thufe
only, who communic.te for the fuft time?

A. vo, it s the duiy of evary perfon, evee
ry time he connmunicates.

Q. Have we not realonto hope, that if we
are carcful to eximine ourfel e, we may
comc to {ome diftinét knowledge conceriing
our {tuie?

A. We have; otherwife the command to
this duty wouid be iinigaificant ; and we know
that maav holy men 11 all ages, have been
very fuccetstul in proving and trying their
owieives. :

Q. What is the mcft {uccefstul way of ex-
amining ourfelves?

A. We ought to retire from the hurry of
the world, retolve to deal impartialiy, com-
pare our actions and behaviour with the word
of God ; and cry to God that he would fearch
and try us, and fee if there be any wicked
thing in us.
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Q. What are we particularly to examine
ourfelves abeut ?

A. Of our intereft in Chrift, of our.fins,
of our want-, of our defire:, of thetrash and
meafure of our grices, of our new obedience,
forgivenefs of injuries, &c.

285 Q. Why fhould we prove ourfelves
whethor Chrift be in us, fo particularly before
this ordinarce?

A. Recaufe without unionto him, there can
be ne communion with him, or receiving of
faving bl flings from bim,

Q. How mav we know upon {elf-examina-
tion, that Chrift is not'in us ¢

A. If we are utterly ignorant of his perion,
natures, offices, and undertaking; if we ne-
ver {aw our abfolute need of him, as the on-
ly Saviour; if we do not fubmit to his kingly
government, as welil as rely on the righte-
oufnefs of his priefthood; in thort, while we
Xve in a wilful conternpt of his laws, periit in
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the commiffion of any knewn fin, or in the total
regleét of any commanded duty, we are not
in Chrift, we are yet difaprroved.

Q. How may we be {atisfied that Chrift the
hope of glory is in us?

A. If any man be in Chrift, he is a new
ereature ; old things are pufied away, behold,
all things are become new.

Q. Why are we to examine ourfelves con-
cerning cur fins?

A. That we may be humbled for them, and
earneftiy {eek to be wathed from them in the
blood of Chrift.

Q. When fhould we conclude that our fing
are not confiftent with a ftare of grace?

A. When they are committed wilfully and
prefumptuoufly ; wren obftinately perfifted
in, and yet {it light upon the conicience; when
we trequently relapfe into the fame grofs fins,
without watching againft predominant evils;
and if fin is gaining more ftrength over us,
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notwithftanding the means of grace we en-
Joy-

290 Q. When may we hope that our finful
infirivities, are yet conf.ftent with a gracious
ftate ?

A. When we watch and ftrive, and pray
againft every fin and temptation to it; when
we groan under a fenfe of it, cryirg for de-
liverance ; and when we carefully and habitu-
ally improve the death, doctrines and exams-
ple of Chrift for the total deftruétion of the
old man with his lufts and aftections.

Q. Why ocught we to examine into our
wants !

A. That we may duly prize Chrift himfelf,
and the rich provifion he hath made in this
ordinance.

Q. What particular wants may even true
believers find about themfelves, upon exami-
Ration ?
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A. Though they may have fome good hope,
they may want full afiurance of an intereft in
Chrift ; though they have faith, they r.ay
not always have the joy of it: they may want
more enlargement of heart, and raifed affec-
tions in holy duties; farther experience of the
grace of God, und the delight of commuri-
on with him; a greater degree of eftablifh-
ment in trying and perilous times, and zeal
for the honor ot God, when the love of many
waxes celd; deeper impreflions of the love
ot Chrilt, and more conformity to his exam-
ple in al! things.

Q. Seeing hypocritesand the unregenerate
may have {ome kind of defires after Chrift,
how may we know whether our defires are
gracicus?

A. I{ they terminate primarily and princi-
pally upon the perfer <t Chiift, and thenupon
his benehts; if they go out attcr him above
all things, and are vehement, adtive, and
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abiding, yea increafing: in fine, if we cai
appeal to himfelf that the defire of our fouls
is toward him, and the remembrance of his
name.

Q. What graces are we to enquire after?

A. After the meafure and kind of our know-
ledge, faith, repentance, love, hope, fear,
humility, gratitude, affurance, peace, joy, for-
givenels of injnries.

295 Q. How may we be fure that our
knowledye is of a competent meafure?

A. If we have acquired diftin&t views of
the divine perfons, perteltions, and laws; of
man’s creation, fall, and inability to recover
himifelt' ; of Chrift in Lis natures, offices, and
righteoufnefs; and ot the covenant of grace
in its freedom, fulnefs and ftability, togcther
with the feals thereof,

Q. When may we conclude our knowicdge
to be of the faving kind?
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A. If itis experimental, humbling, increaf-
ing, and practical.

Q. What is the neeeffity of faith in this or-
dinance ?

A. It is neceflury to feed upon Chrift cru-
cified.

Q, Have all real Chriftians thc {fame mea-
fure of taith ?

A. They have not; fome are {trong in
faith, not ftaggering throvgh unbeliet 5 others
of little faith.

Q. What are the marks of {ftiong fuith ?

A. It leads to felf-dittidence, c.trmc«thmwh
difiicait duties, {upports undex crois dllpuxm-
tions, promotes bold:.cis> andimportunity at the
throne of grace asd cruics the believer to tri-
umph i Chritt, as knowing that nothirg thall
icparate frem his love.

362 (), What ave the {ymptoms of weak
faith ?

A. A deuree ol confidence' ia cor owarigh-

-
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téoufnels and ftrength, perpetual doubts and
fears about our ftate, {inful hafte to avoid dan-
ger, and ftaggering at the promife when we
meet with temptation, defertion, or unfavor-
able difpenfations.

€). What z2re the evidences of faving faith?

A. It 2cccunts all things but lofs for Chrift,
“'worketh by love to God and man, tends
to puriry the heart, oppole {in, overcome the
world, refift the devil, and to premote geed
'works of every kind.

Q. Wharare the figns of reigning unbelief ?

A. An habitualncglect of heavenly and ipi-
ritu-l concernments ; delays in cloimg with
Chrift, and parncular application of the gof-
pel ; untendernefs of life and converiation,
Lardnets of heart, apoftacy from God and fi-
nal deipair.

. What is the ufe of repentance 'n thisor-

dinance ?

A. To mournfor in, as having pierced the
Lord cf giory. d
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Q How may we know if our repentanceis
unto lite ?

A. 1t it i« habituzl, if we grieve for fin as
offeinitve te God, and fwe car efully turn from
all {in, toth in heait and lite.

305 Q. How may le gal and evangelical re-
pentance be particularly diftingu'fh ed ?

A. Legal1cpertance fows fien a view of
God’s juftice and wrath in: bis th- cai.ings and
judgments, and thic convict is chiefly «teéted
with the guilt of {im, and of fome grof« {in in
particular, and he turns only trom fom:e out-
ward aéts ot {in; fo that this {oriew, if it
ﬁops kere, worketh ceath : whereas evange-
lical repentance arifes from taith’s view of
God’s holinefs manifefted in tlie preceptofthe
law, and ot his mercy and love in the death
of Chrlﬁ and the penitent is chiefly affedted
with the filth of fin, aud grieved for fecret
fins, whereby Godis d:thcnered, and his con-
triticm turns from the love of every fin, and
ieads to eternal life.
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Q. When fhould we in a particular man-
ner eflay and feek the actual exercife of re-
pentance ?

A. Aiter fhamefulbackflidings ; when under
fevere trials, or if great judgments are impend-
ing ; when about to afk any f{ingular mercy
from God ; and before any difficult work or
folemn fervice.

Q. What thould we do to obtain the altugl
exercife of repentance ?

A. We ouphr to meditate upon the nature,
number, augravations, and delert of our fins ;
and cry tluu the S’l\lOUI’ exalted may give us
both repentance and remiffion.

(). Whit occafion 1s there here for the ex-
erciie otlove ?

A. Without love there can be nc commu-
nion with Gad.

Q. [Tow may we know if our love to Chrift
be tnieere ? .

A. It it is fuperiative and univerfal, and
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if it conftrains us to keep his commandments,
and to hate every falfc and wicked way.

310 Q. Can we truly love God, while we
live at variance with eur neighbour ?

A. It is not poflible ; it a man fay, Ilove
God, and hateth his brother, he is a har; for
he that loveth not his brother whom he hath
feen, Low can he love God whom he hathnot
{een ?

Q. How may we know if our love to the
bretinen be fuch, as by it we may conclude,
that we have poiled from death tol ite ?

A. It we cftcern them becaule of their re-
lation to God as his children, to Chrift as his
mcmbers, and to the Spirit as his fanctified
ones ; if we value them all, ftrangers as well
as relations, and that notwithftanding fome
diffcrenc 2s of opinion ; it we regard them con-
ftantly, when defpifed and periecuted, as well
as when honored and cxalted, in adverfity as
in profperity ; if we love them from a pure
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heart fervently, fo as to prefer their company

and delight in it ubcve that of any other : In

fhort if we arehelped tov {vmpathize with them,

both in their forrows and joys, to ferve them

and minifter to th:ecir neceflities, and to bear

injuries from them, and ccver theirfaults from
thers.

Q. What are the evidences of that hope
which make:h not afhamed ?

A. Itis not lilie the prefumption of the
profane, who truft th:t however they live,
h: that mad~ them will furely have mercy on
them at laft; nor tie hope of the hypocrite
winch fhuil likewife perifh, becaufe founded
only on a form of godlineis, and a nime to
live : but the hope o1 a believer is built upon
the fure foundation, Chnift ; and this hope is
the anchor of the ioul, kceps him from being
carried down the ftream of wordly plea-
fures, or dathed on the rocks of defpair;
yea, this hope of falvation refines the {oul
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from fenfe and fin, as Chrift (the objet of )
our hope is pure.

Q. Why is holy fear {o necelffary to right
eommunicating ?

A. As we then mn"e a near approach unto
God, who will fan¢uned in them that come
nigh him, if herein we would ferve the Lord
acceptably it muft be with reverence and
godly fear.

Q. How may we know upon felf-exami-
nation it our fcar is {fervile, or of the flavith
kind ?

A. Ifit only refpeéts the majefty and power
of God, and his awful threatnings, occafion-
ing the finner to dread him as an enemy, ard
difpofing him to fly from his prefence ; and the
fear of God prevents the commiffion ouly of
fome grofs outward fins, from the terror of
hell and wrath, but ftill leaves in the foul a
referve for certain fecret beloved lufts, un-
known te the world.

L
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215 Q. When may we conclude on the
other hand, that our fear of God is filial ang
levercntlal

A. Our fear of God may be deemed filial,
it it relpedts the g(}OdllCi:i as well as greatnefs
of God, his forgiving mercy and free pro-
mifes as well as his dreadful threatnings and
juftice ; it it leads us to love him as a father,
to delight in his prefence, and ro ftand in awe
1o nhev‘i him by fecret wickednefs of any
kind.

Q. Why is the grace of humility {o ne-
cefiary hicre ?

A. Becaule we are quite unworthy of the
leaft 20l the mercies, and of all the truth
which is liere fhown unto us.

Q. How may we know if as the elet of
God, we have put on humblenefs of mind ?

A. It we account ourfelves the chief of
finners; arc athamed of both our {ins and du-
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sies before God; and are grieved for our
pride and feli-cuncuit.

Q. When mu.y we concude that we are
truly thankful ?

A. If we have a grateful fenfe of the ledt
of God’s mercies, but chicily i Chrift his
unipeakabie g:it.

Q. How muy we know if our afitrance of
God’s love is well grounded ?

A. If it makes us more humbie and leli-
denied, excites to the pradtice of every com-
manded futy, and begets moze avdent dcitres
after fuller conformity to God nere, aud the
complete enjoyment of him hercatter.

320 Q. What are the marks ot true peace,
which is another grace of the {pirit? °

A. It flows from juftification through faith
in the blood of atunement, promates a ftated
warfare with all known f{in, and a fi.cere
endeavor to pleafe God, with a conftant fear
3 oﬂ'endig him.

F 2
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O. How may the joy of believing, be dii-
tinguithed trom the laughter of fools?

A. Tue believer rejoiceth in Chrift Jefus,
and in wha' he has done, and is a doing ; as
alio his rejoicing is this, the teftimony and
anfwer of ¢ good conicience; and his joy is
enlivening, eniarging, lafting, and fanctify-
ing: whereas the oppoiite, is but tor a mo-
meat, is followed with heavinels, and at laft
everlatling {orrow ; in thert it is earthly, fen-
fuei, und devillih,

(); Is not forgivenefs of injuries, highly
nece l'dly upen fuch an occajion !

A. Certainly : we mutt not keep this feaﬂ:
with the leaven of malice and wickednefs,
We ace required therefore firft to be recon-
cred to vur vrodier, and then to come and
CiieT oLl i '

0, oo ds we indeed forgive thofe who
Loy u;l reait e ?

A Wil we 12 udy to forget # wed as
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forgive the offence, confidering how prene
we ourfclves are to oftend both Ged and man;;
and it we can now love thofe whe injured us
as brethren, and be earnedtly folicitous for
their fulvation as well as o cwn.

Arc the graccs of the Spirit feparabl~
from one another ?

A. They are not, but ﬂ:a*ld conncm*m‘ a
fo many links i a goiden chain: € that i
npon felt-¢xamination, we c\_;t.u.n_v juoen.ve
one or another of them in our hearis, :na
(hining in our lives, we may fafely concivle
that the whiwle group of them is there Liike
wile, though others at the time may be lels
ditcernible.

525. ). Why is this new octcdience ne-
ceflir y In order to right communicating ?

A. Becaufe withour iais, in fjite of ali
marks to the contrary, we may conclude that
our ftute is Chriftleir, that our graces are
sountertey, and rcprobate gold and filver,
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that we are yet enemies to God in our hearts,
that our facrifices are abomination before
God, and that the wrath of God fhall inevi-
tably fall upon the finally impenitent and dif-
obedient.

Q. Why is the obedience of worthy re-
ceivers called new ?

A. Becaufe it flows from new princinles,
" £ith and love ; is influenced by new motives,
t = grace of God, and the love of Chrift ; is
]Auormed in 2 new manner by afliftance of

the {pirit of er and might; and is direét-
ed to new e¥w the giory of God, and edifi-

cation of otheis.

Q. How is the new obedience of true be-
lievers vifibly diftinouithed from the appear-
ances and profeflions that others may make?

A. It is univerfal, refpecting the whole
law; it is chearful, the law God being his de-
fight 5 it is im'nediate, the believer making
hatte to keepthe commandm\.n*s ; is perform-
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ed with humility, ftill accounting himfelf an
unprofitable fervant; and it is perfevermg,
hlS heart being inclined to perform God’s fta-
tutes always even unto the end.

Q. Can the obedience of profeffors be fin-
cere in other refpects, who habitually negleét
this ordinance ?

A. It cannot be imagined; this being not
only a dutv equally indiipen{ible as others, but
alfo a moft delightful and benefici:.l privilege.

Q. May one, who after felf-examination, is
ftill in doubt concerning his flate, receive the
facrament notwithftanding ?

A. He may; if he unfeignedly defires to
be found in Chrift, and to depart from iniqui-
ty.

330 Q. What ought we to meditate upon,

n preparing for the Lord’s {fupper ?

A. Upon the greatnefs and glory of that
God with whom we have to do, our own
vilenefs and unworthinefs, the freedom and
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ftability of the new covenant, but in a par-
ticular manner, let us here contemplate the
love of Chrift, the nature of {in, and the de-
claration that here is given of the righteouf-
nefs and juftice of God.

Q. How does the love of Chrift fhine in
the reprefentation that is here made of it?

A. It appears in a moft aftonithing light,
and as what altogether pafleth knowledge,
being vented in{uch manner towards us, when
we were enemies by wicked works. Love
unfolicited and unmerited brought him down
from the throne of glory, love cloathed him
with our frail nature, love urged him en
through all the painful fteps of his aflli‘ted
lite ; the water of trouble was never able to
quench it, nor the floods of perfecution to
drown it. Love put the cup of trembling in-
to his hands, and made him drink the bitter
dregs therect; his love continued till he cricd,
It is finithed. 'When he rofe again, love was
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liis firft expreflion. Love carried him to the
right-hand of God, and there he ftill fhows
his unchangcable afteétion, by ever living to
make intercetlion for us; andhislove will make
him appear a fecond time to our complete {al-
vation.

Q. In what colers does fin appear in the
repreientation of Chrift crucitied ?

A. Never did fia appear in fuch black co-
Yors us wheil it was written a daviour's {weat,
and tears, and biocd,  T'he cries of infants,
the pains of ficknefs, the aroans of wretch-
ednefs, the agonies of the c¢xpiring, and all
the awiul lLorrors of death, ferve in {ome
mealure to te!l us whar @ evil and Latter
thiny iin i, which cculd have oecationed {uch
effects; but in the tulfering: of Chrift we {ce
it to be ipdeed ex<coedivr unlul when he ago-
nizes under the load oi it und is {ore amuzed,
yeacxceeding forrowinlevenuntodeath. How
thould we then lowth in, and ourfelves by



124 Sacramental Catechifin

reafon of it, while we here fee its abomina-
ble nature and rueful eftedts.

Q. And how is the righteoufnefs of God de-
clared in this awful tranfaétion ?

A. In the light of this ordinance, we feethe
matter thus ftated, that,

‘¢ Die man, or juftice muft ; unlefsfor him
Some other able, and as willing, pay
The rigid fatistation.” — MirLTON.

Then faid Chrift, Lo! I ccme, I delight to do
thy will.  Upon this behold the righteous fe-
verity of God ! He {pared not his own Son,
but bruifed and put him to grief, yea, deli-
vercd him to the death for us all ! See here
what a flaming tword juftice holds! And trem-
ble to think that nothing but the blood of God
himfeli, could expiate guilt, and {u h a ranfom
deliver from geing down to the pit.

Q. For what things are we to pray, before
communicating ?
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A. For due preparation, for gracious affift-
ance and acceptance, and for pardon of finful
mifcarriages therein.

335 Q. What is the danger of approaching
this ordinance, without fuitable preparation ?

A. They who do fo, are in danger of eat-
ing and drinking judgment to themielves.

Q. What judgment do they expofe them-
felves unto ?

A. To temporal ftrokes, likewife to {piri-
tual plagues, and it mercy prevent not, to
cternal condemnation.

Q. Does unworthy communicating pollute
the ordinance to others ?

A. No ; he who eateth and drinketh un-
worthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to
himf{elf, only.

Q. Is the guilt of unworthy communicating
unpardonable ?

A. No; the blood of Jefus Chrift clean{-
£ih from this, as from all other fins.

Gt e - -
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Q. What is required of them who receive
the Lord’s {upper, in the inftant of communi-
cating !

A. Affeltionately to meditate upon the fuf-
terings of Chrift, to feed upon him by faith,
and to renew covenant with God, and love to
all the fainte.

340 Q. What is it to renew covenant with
God at his table ?

A. To receive Chrift of the new, who is
given for a covenant of the people, and in fo
doing, again to furrender curfelves to the
Lord, to be his only, wholly, and for ever !

(). What is it to {urrender ourfelves to the
Lord to be his only ?

A. To be his in oppofition to all rivals and
gompetitors, fuch as {in, Satan, and the world.

Q. What isit to be his wholly ?

A. It is to devote ourfelves deliberately,
chearfully, and fincerely to be tl:: Lord’s, in
all that we are, foul and body ; ard all thatwe
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have, whether gitts, graces, or worldly com-
forts.

Q. What bafe endsfhould we guard againit
when receiving the Lord’s fupper ?

A. Every oue fhould be aware of {uppofing
that hereby he atones tor paft lins, or can cloke
any wicked practice he is now living in, or pur-
chaie heaven ; not to be influenced mevely
by common cuftom and fathion, to gain a good
name, or to pleaie minifters and friends.

Q. Is not fell-examination neceflary after,
as well as before the facrament ?

A. Yes; we are ferioufly to confider, how
we have behaved ourfelves therein, and with
what f{uccefs.

345 Q. If upon enquiry it is found we have
found we have profited thereby, how ought
we to carry ?

A. We are to blefs God for it, beg the con-
tinuation thereot, watch againit relapfcs, tulfil
our vows,and encourage ourielvestoa moreire-

___quent attendance on that ordinarce.

- ——
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Q. But if we find no benefit, how then
fhould we demean ourfelves?

A. We are more exactly to review our
preparation for, and carriage at the facra-
ment ; wait for the fruit of it indue time, and
attend on the fame ordinauce afterward, with
more care’ and diligence.

Q. What are the advantages of worthy
sominunicating ?

A. This ordinance is an inftitutcd means of
making believers farther partakers of Chrift,
and tor conveying the {upol - sf tke Spirit to
them tor their wilderizis-fiate. Here, we
have our tears dried up, and with joy draw
water out of the wells of falvation ; and like
Elijeh travelling to the mount of Horeb, re-
ceive from time to time our {piritual provifion,
in the refrefhizent of which we may hold on
our way, and wax ftronger, till we come to
$o the mount ot Ziun above.

Q. Has not this ordinance then, as all e~
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thers, a direét tendency to promote procrel*
lion and perfeverance in evangelical holinefs ?
A. That it has, without doubt. If our cor-
ruptions are ftrong, here is grace to mortify
them ; here we are taughtand do receive hu-
mility, to {upplant pride ; heavenly mindednefs,
inftead of the {pirit of this world ; and purity
to the deftruétion of fin. Are our graces all
feeble and weak ? Where {fhall we blow the
fmoaking fax into a flame, if not here, where
every thing confpires to confirm our falth, to
enliven our hope, to kindle our warmeft af-
tections, to enlarge our charity, to infpire our
zeal, to teach us meeknels, to quicken our lan-
guor, to encourage owr perfeverance, toexcite
our thankfulnefs, in thort to work in us every
divine temper and difpofition ! This blefled
ordinance is defigned to ftrengthen us mightily
in the inner man, to fupport us under all dif-
couragements without und tewrs within, that
we may goon from ftrengti te ftrength, from
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grace to grace, till we come to that place
where we fhall go trem glory to glory.

Q. How may we know if cur cominuni-
cating has been altogether unwothy ?

A. In general, if we havenot been renew-
ed by grace ; more particularly,i norant, preci-
pitate, carnal, hypocritical, malicious, ftupid,
felfith and hopelefs commuhicating are {o un-
fuitable as make perfons guilty of the body and
blood of the Lord.

350 Q. What is the moft proper exercife
for Chriftians, immediately after retiring from
a communion table ?

. A. In fecret devotion we thould fay Amen
to all that hath pafled in public ; renewing
before God the {olemn renunciation of {in, and
choice of Chrift, which we have made, and
the hearty purpofe we have of abiding by it.
We fhould adinire the condefcenfion and grace
which we have experienced, filently adoring
what is too big for utterance. We ihould
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praife God with joyful lips for all his benefi-.
We fhould maintain an humble fenfe of om
great imperfections in all our fervices. We
thould rejnice in Chrift Jefus, and in the frefh
teftimonies of his love towards us.  We fheuld
depart with frefth ccurage to fight the good
fight of faith ; and with nicreafing defires atter
the kingdom of heaven. ° ¢

Q. How ought thote who are communi-
cants to demedn themfelves in their daily
walk, before God and the world ?

A. We thould hold faft cur profcflion with-
out wavering, carry about with us the dying
of the Lord Jeius, and confcientiovfly perform
#he duties of our refpeétive ftations and rela-
tions, both to thofe of the {ame family withus,
and 1o thofe who are around us in the world.

Q. How fhould the fincerity of profeflors
appear 1t the mutual conduét of domeftics ?

A. W fhould fhow our fidelity to Chrift by
our love one toward another, manifefted in
*he careful performance of relative duties ;

D ——. .
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the mafter ruling with gentlenefs, the fervant
laboring with chearfulnefs and fidelity ; the
hufband kind and tender, the wife loving and
meek ; the father mixing paternal aftetion
with corretion ; the child manifefting filial
love with dutiful fubmiilion : and {o in every
cafe.

Q. How fhould Chriftians adorn their pro-
feflion in converfe with mankind ?

A. In the uprightnefs of all our dealings, in
the meeknefs of converfation, in being tem-
perate in all things, more loving and {piritual,
as having our converfation in heaven from
whence we look for the Saviour.

Q. What means muv be moft conducive
toward preferving the inilueace of this ordi-
uiance upon our hearts ?

A. We fhould be watchvul in allthings, pray
without ceating, give good heed to the word
written and preached, and ticquent the coins
pany of lively Chriftians.
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355 Q. Is the efficacy of this ordinance li-
mited to the tune of irs admin:dbervion ?

A. By no means: This, and the other fa-
crament too, ouZht to be inyroved through
the whole of our lives for ail the purpofes of
refifting temjtation, mm‘t‘iylﬂ“‘ mdwedmg;
| corru; tlon, and for growing in helinels and
communion with God.

Q. When fhall it be made appear who are,
and who are nat wm'thy communicants?

A. At Chrift’s feeond appeurance and king-
dom, he will {cparare between the wile and
foolith virgiay, “the flothiful and diligent fer-
p vants, the ilnep and the goats 5 and will de-

clarc even concerning muny, who had eut and
drurk in his pretence, that he never knew
thei.; but every fincore believer thall be ree
ceived nto the jny ot our Lord.
¢ Is bis comiag again then, an event ab-
fo]ufclv certain ?
A. 'Tie very weords of inftitution refer te




34 Sacramental Catechifin

it, and this the holy men of God afferted al}
along as infuliibly cevtain,  Chrift himfelf oft
comtorted his diiciples with the profpect of it,
and forcwarned his encmics of their danger
then; aud the angels who :ttended his afcens
fion alfo fzid, This fame Jcius who is taken
up into heaven, fhull conie 2gain in like man-
ner, as ye have {een him go into heaven.

Q. In what manner will he appear the fc-
cond time ?

A. Quickly, asin the twinkling of an eye;
unexpectedly, as a thief in the night ; open-
ly, every eye thali fee him ; and with power
and great glory.

Q What is that great glory in which he
will come ? »

A. He will come in his own :rlory, and in
his Father’s, and jn the glory ot his mighty
angels.

| ”(~o Q. What may be the 1mmed1ate fore-
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runners or concomitants of the glorious ap-
pearance of the great Ged our Saviour?

A. Dreadful commotionsinthis lower world :
fome bright appearance, called the fign of
the Son of Man; he fhall defcend too with a
great fhout, and all who are in the graves
fhall hear his voice ; the trump of God, and
voice of the archangel; whereby the general
aflembly fhall be fummoned together ; flaming
fire fhall devomr before him, and it fhall be’
very tempeftuous.

Q. To whom fhall this glorious appearance
of Chrift be moft terrible ?

A. To all infidels, and ungodly fcoffers;
1o all who have called themfelves Chriftians,
but have not obeyed the gofpel; to fuch as
are now afhamed of him, and of his caufe and
people ;s and to all flothful and unprofitable
fervants, who inftead of impreving their ta-
Yents, {ay in their hearts, the Lord delayeth
his coming, and fhall begin to fmite their fel-

han lP” PPN
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low-fervants, and to eat and to drink with the
drunken; the Lord of that {fervant fhall come
in a day that he looketh not for him, and fhall
cut him afunder, and appoint him his portion
with the h7pogrites ; there fhall be weeping
and gnafhing of teeth.

Q. Why do the faints{fo much love, look,
and pray for this glorious advent !

A. Becaufe of the great honors, which fhalf
then be contered upon them; becaufe of the
ravifhing and transtorming fight they fhall then
have ot him; becaufc of the comnlete victo-
ry and triumph, they fhuil then obtain; and
becaule they fhall thereatter be ever with the
Lord, beholding and thari;g of his glory.

Q). How are we to prepare fur theie aw-
ful tuturities?

A. We are required to give ail diligence
to muke our calliny wad cico.on iure; to win
Chrit now, that we¢ may then be found of
him in peuace; to habitual repentance, that
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our {ins may be blotted out when the time of
refrefhing comestromthe prefence of theLord ;
frequently to judge curfelves, but no other ; pa-
aiently to hearthe holy wili of God,and evenin-
juries from wicked men; to ubound in aéts of
chariry and beneficence to men, but efpecially to
thote who are of the houthold of faith ; and in
fine to be holy in all manner of converfation.



Solemn Mode of Admitting
YOUNG COMMUNICANTS
TO THE
L ORDs TADBULE
Pra&tifed by the AvuTHor.

The minifter and elders having each f')ent f*
veral days with candidares tor admiffion, in
examining, exhorting, .and praying with
them ; tuereafter, at a joint mecting they
conclude upon who are to be raken for-
ward, and whofc admiffion is delayed tor
that time ; which judgment is duly intina-
ted tothe parties.—Then, upori a week day,
a fermon is preached fuitable to the occafi-
on; and after that, the lift of young people
is called, and each comparing, all ftand up
immediately before the pulpit.—U pon this,
the minifter addrefles them in fuch termsas
follow:

~ WE are told that the Lord looketh down
from Heaven upon she children of men, to



i

. Of the Admiffien, &. 139

{ce if there was any that did underftand, and
feek God. May we not therefore fay con-
cerning you, this is (part of ; the generation
of them that feek Lim, that feek thy face, O
God of Jacob? And remind you of his gra-
cious promiie, if' ye feek him, he will be
found of you? I love them that love me, and
they tiat feek me early fhall find me? Whae
a charmint thing it is to fee a young perfon,
feparating himielf irom a croud of finners, of
the fame ags, rank, aad ftation as himfelf,
nobly 1ifing apo.e the temptations of his
youngcer year, ai.d deveting himicif 10 God
through Chiift, and ninding the greui con-
cerl of etermity ! Neve ha. o moge gracious
invitation: te co.ne to Chrift, than young fin~
ners; aud none have greater reafon to ex-
pect nea.nef: to Gud, than young izints. The
meanng oi y .ui appearing hee 1c-day, and
foon .tter this at a counnunion table, is, that
You are no longer baiting between two opi-

e

D acind Bl
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Mons, whether veu will follow an holy and
l't’ligious C(,m-('c, or w. ik ;.ccurd'mg to the
courfe of this woild. 1 hojc thaetore vou
are now come to a point, and refolve that
\\'hatcvu others do, s for V(,u, you will
ferve e Lord, by ."'r aveuchod God m Chrift
10 bc yulir L;uu .t portion fev ever. When
carly r¢' e s therongh and xmuitle, 1t is
uluty wana oud vohoment, and ivuch fatis-
faciioni»to be eapected at u - enieds Who
Cin de.clbe 1he erver ©f u t' {t love? The
ﬁl'ln:"uob li T!I(‘ ’\‘L -:‘)iil"ll”t; ! C';Y.il(.tl!(ﬁ(? Thc
kivceo o e, and the love of eipotials,
Lo te deul s Sitt dovoted o the Redeem-
er? trv what of 1hic you feed at prefent, and
car'uh.y teek Ligher meotures of it, this en-
fuinz iolomnity.  You hiow, it muft be but
2 very gl ptic, to appesr grave for a
littie Luivie ws i 1...- teh tic whole of this
occnfion, which i, the h 1Eof the kind to you;
ve are ouly dervants and icliow creatures;
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but the Lord fearcheth the heart: and curfed
be the deceiver, efpecially he who is fuch,
when vowing unto God in fo folemn a man-
ner as you are about to do. And therefrrs
in fight and prefence of the a!l-feeing and
heart-fearching Jehovah, who cannot be de-
ceived, and who will not be mocked, 1 pro-
pofe the following queftions unto you, as con-
taining the fum of your engagements, and
require not only your outward affent to each
before this congregation, but alfo and more
efpecially your inward conient thereunto be-
fure God.

I. Do you belicve the holy fcriptures of the
Old and New Teftament, to be indeed the
word of God, and Teftament of Chrift; the
charter ot your privileges, the only infallible
rule of faith and praltice, and the rule by
which you are to be judged at the luft day ?

II. Agrceably thereto, do you believe in
God the Father Almighty, the maker of he

G .

.
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ven and earth, and all the hoft of them, whe
is infinire, ererna] and unchangeable in all pera
fection, blef!t dnefsand glory, and whofe king-
dom and :rovidence ruleth over ali ?

II. Do vo believe in Jefus Chrift his only
Son our Lord, who came from the bofom of
the Father to feek and to fave loft finners,
to redeem them from {in and mifery, and to
bring them into a ftate of falvation by fulfill.ag
all righteoufnefs in their ftead, in his birth,
life and fufferings even unto death ?

IV. Do youbelieve in God the Holy Ghoft,
the third perfon of the gloricus and ever-blefl-
ed Trinity, as the great fanétifier of his church,
and applier of the redemption purchaied by
Chrift, without whofe gracious afliftance yom
ean do nothing that is fpiritually gocd or truly
acceptable to God ?

V. Are you convinced that you zare f{inners
by nature and by praélice, and asguiity crimi-
nals in the fight of God, are in a loft and pe-
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Tifhing condition, deprived of ihe image of God,
and liable to his wrath a:d curfe, and cannot
by any endeavorsot your own extrici:te your-
felves out of this deplorable ftate of fin and
mifery ?

V5. De yvou from the bottom of your heart,
approve of and acquicice in (ed’« covenant of
grace and jeace, wiich he entered into from
eternity with his chofen, and wi.ich is now
exhibited and put to you in the sofoel-call and
offer ; and accerdingly aveuds God for your
G:d and portion, Chrilt as vour furcty and
Redecmer, «nd tbe Haly Ghoft ws your guide
and {an&ifer ; and refolve to abide by this
¢hoce while you live ?

VII. On the other hand, and in terms of
the fame covenant, are you content arnd will-
ing to be and live, as his redeemed ones, te
devote yourfelves to him as his peculiar peo-
ple, his> fervants and willing fubjects ; and are
refolved through grace to evidence the truth
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and reality of this profeflion by a fteady and
tniform praétice of new obedience and an ho-
ly life, as long as you live in this world : and
defire to have all this ratified and fealed by
your partaking of the Lord’s Supper ?

VIII. To you now own the obligation of
your baptifmal vows and engagements to be
the Lord’s, and acknowledge the equity and
reafonablenefs of what vour parents did for
you in infancy by prefenting you to Chriftian

aptifin ; and is it not your intention by com-
ing to the Lord’s table ar this time to renew
thefe vews more explicitely every onefor him-
felf, bv making a volintary dedication of your-
{elves to God, to be his only, wholly, and for
cver,and tolove, fear and ferve him while you
live ? ~
IX. I<it pot your intention farther by coming
12 this hely ordinance to remember the death of
Chrift 2ccording to his command, to thew it
forth till he come again, and to thew your love
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t& him who died for you, and your love to all
faints : and {o to keep this feaft with the un-
leavened bread of fincerity and truth ?

X. Tsit nol your fixed purpoie to cleave.
to God’s covenant, and whatever others do in -
the world, you will, by divine grace, feek and
ferve the Lord your God, and him only ; re-
nouncing all other lords and mafters, particu-
larly the devil, the workl and the flefh,
will cleave to him with full parpofe of heart,
and endeavor after new obedience ?

XI. Do you accept of Chrift’s people for
your beloved friends, firmly refolving to join
his little flock, notwithftanding the hatred and
reproach of the world , accounting the righte-
ous the excellent ones of the earth, in whom
you delight ; and purpofe through grace notto
tollow the multitude to do evil, but refolutely
to avo'd all temptations and fnares of evil com-

pany, faying with David, Depart from me ye
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evil doers, for I will keep the commandments
ot my God ?

X1l Finally, is it not your fixed refolution
to take uy. ycur crofs and follow Chrift and his
hely religio whatever may befal you, or
whatever difficuli:2s yoa muy 1meet with in
the world : to fipht tue grod fizht of faith
ag. et wllyour eacimies, warcling und ftriving
againdt ull tempiations to and : ccafioas of fin
whether of omifion or cormmiffion: and in
fhort, That deny.nz all ungodhineis and world-
ly lufts, you live foberly, righteoufly and godiy
1L this prefent vworld, tili God fhall be pieated
to take you our of 1t by deuth ?

I cail heaven and earth to record this day,
that | have fet before you life and death, blef-
fing and curfing: and that vou (profe:s o)
have chofen lite, 4l:at you may love the Lord
your God, and that you may obey his voice,
and that you may cleave unto him. Yea, you
are wiwnefles againft yourfelves, that you
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have chofen the Lord to ferve him.e——If
there is joy in heaven over one man that re-
penteth, and the Father rejoiceth fo much o-
ver the return of one prodigal, what joy may
we {uppofe, will the prefent aprearance yield
to the holy angels? And I am certain the day
of efpoufals is the day of the gladnefs o; Chrift’s
heart, and the friends of the bridegroom re-
Joice g (rreatlv likewiie. It would be an addi-
tional {heng'h and beaury, as well as joy to
this congregation, if you who are now admit-
ted to full communion with us fhall prove {o
many holy Chriftians, and ufceful members of
fociety whilft you live, und caretully tranf-
mit the pcculiar truths of Chriftianity to the
race that is to come. Let me ncw reeom-
mend earneftnefs in religion to you, not only
for your greater profit, but to prevent apof-
tacy. Believe it, a little religion is a very
hard thing to hold ~ Unlefs you make God’s

{ervice your choice, you will not leag caryy
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it for your burden. You cannot therefore tog
freequently and explicitly bind yourfelves to
be the Lord’s; and having done fo, reft not
in your promifes to him, but in his promifes
to you, where alone your fatery lies. See Jer.
xxxii. 38, 39, 40. kEzek. xi. 19. 20. XxxVi.
27. Encouraged by fuch great and precious
promifes, ftudy to follow the Lord fully,
walking in all his ordinances and command-
ments blamelefs. l.er me caution you againft
both laxnefs of principles, and loofenefs of
morals, Beware then of thefe modern anti-
evangelical principles which have little or no
reference to the perion and offices of Chrift,
and the operations and grzces ot the Holy Spi-
rit. Relying therefore habitually and only on
the priefthood of Chrift, his atonement and

interge ; firmly believe, hold faft, and
sitlbgontend for the doctrines which this

thath delivered ; and yield un-
miflion to bis will of grice in the
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Zofpel, his will of precept in the law, and his
will of providence in your lot. Remember
that whom he did foreknow, he did predefti-
nate to be conformed to the image and exa:n-
pie of his Son. I only further read to youthe
tollowing apoftolical admonitions, which I
leave with your coniciences, 1 Tim. vi. 11.
2. Pet. il 20, ~1.iii. 17. 18. Jude, ver. 24. 24.

Let me now drop fome exhortation to thofe,
who, theugh come to years, have never yet
thought ot applying for adniffiou te the Lord’s
fuppei 5 or who, having been admirtted, have
quite loft firhe of their profeflion, and .urned
their back upon this ordinance. But few of
thefe I know, give attendance on juch occafi-
ons, aud but few of them will take the leilure
to perufe any thing upon this fubject. A fmut-
ty fong over & foctul glufs, theatrical pertorms
ances of the oblcene kind, a trifling romance,
the mid-night bowl, the card-table, &c. are

azcounted the beft entertainment by the loy-
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ers of pleafure ; whilft a lucrative bargain, an
enlarged and fuccefsful trade, the improve:
ment of the. farm, &c. are the higheft
gratifications to the covetous and worldly
minded. . Doubtlefs, however, the fervants
of religion muft not fhun, to dcclare the coun~
fel of God. The words of a triend are al-
ways dear, but his dying words efpecially apt
to dwell upon the mind, and to neglect his
laft commands, would be 4 fure mark of hav-
ing no friendfhip for him. Now, this is evi-
dently the cafe with thofe who wait not upon
this ordinance, to remember the Lord’s death
till he ccme. ; They confefs that they have no
friendfhip for him, by their difobedience to the
things he hath commanded them. = They live
in the allawed negle¢t of a pofitive precept,
and thereby bring down upon themielves the
reward of tranfgreflors, who deififc the com-
mandment of the Lord. And that you may
fee it is no fmall offence this, do but obferve

b
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the heavy wrath of God denounced againft
thofe who negleét to celebrate the paflover to
which our communion aniwers, That {oul was
to be cut off from among the people. Now,
if they which delpifed Mofes law died without
mercy, bf how much forer punithment, f{up-
pofe ye, fhall ye be thought worthy it ye ne-
glect fo great {alvation! Be exhorted there-
fore, you finners who are at eafe in Zion, to
prepare for this ordinance by receiving Chrift
Jelus the Lord, as he is offered in the gofpel.
Do not you want a pardon ? is adoption a def-
picable privilege? is fpiritual joy an infipid plea-
fure? cr the gift of God’s Spirit an unnecefla-
ty affiftance! Are not all the fruits of our
Lord’s death and paffion bleflings fuitable to
your neceffity? Say now, have you no fenfi-
bility of the am»zing love of Jeius, who lived,
who bled, who groaned, who wept, who
{uffered, who died for finners? Will you ob-
Rinately forfake your own mercies, defpife

Sl o
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The gofpel-falvation, account the blood of the
covenant an unholy thiug, and do defpight to
the Spirit of grace ! But if love will not move
you, ‘at leaft ict fear difm:.y you. Confider
what it is to be an out-cuft from heaven, to be
a ftranger to God’s covenant, an enemy to
Chrift, to be mparked cut for the divine ven-
geance, to be without a Saviour in the day of
Judgment, tobe expofed te the ftorms of eter-
nal wrath, to be banithed Ged’s prefence, to be
caft into hell, and have your pcrtion with un-
believers; yet all this, feartul and wremend-
ous as it is, lies againft you. Thou, even
thou art the inan. Not having union with
Chrift, vou are uas a branch dried up and
withered, which mer gather and caft into
the fire, and they are burned. Now, confi-
der this, you that forget God, lcft by flight-
ing the Saviour he be provoked to give you up,
and you die in your fins, neither fprinkled
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with his blood nor clothed with his righteouf-
nefs, nor partakers of his Spirit ; and at laft
he tear you in pieces when there is none to
deliver.

A few words to the whole body of commu-
nicants.  Thefe things have I written to ftir
,you up to adiligent and evangelical preparation
for our Lord’s Suprer. At the fame time be
exhorted not to reft on the ordinance itfelf,
or the exactuefs of your preparation for it.
Remcmber it is not merely cleanting the out-
fide, it is not the abftiining from grofs {ins
only, it is not faying lo many prayers, ot
hearing fo many fermons extraordinary, or
being ftrictly regular and devout for a little
befure and after the communion, that can
prove you to be real Chriftians. The work
to be done is heart-work, not of the lip, ear,
or knee. Evangclical preparation is, taking
fafter and {uller hold of precious Chrift, and
his righteoufnefs, and feeking the lively ex-
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ercife of grace. None are meet to approach
the Lord’s Table who are not ftudying daily
to maintain communion with Chrift, and ho-
linefs in all manner of converfation. And
yet how many ¢ome to this ordinance, whofe
ordinary conduct teftifies againft them, that
that -they are fhilthy ftill? How many who
live habitually in pride and paffion, pretend
to drink into the meek and humble Jefus.
How many whole fuperficial enquiries into
their hearts, fhew they are afraid to go deep-

to work? How many in the interval of
thefe fealons let loofe the reins to wordlinefs
and gratification ! And fome, I fear, horrid
to think! fuppofe the mere aét of communi-
cating is the cancelling paft offences, and a
clearing off the old {icore, to begin a new
account. Certainly fuch muft be in the
gall of bitternets and bond of iniqui-
ty. And the like may be faid of thofe
who live in the habitual ncglet of known
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duty, fuch as fecret prayer, family worﬂnp,
per ulal of the ter iptures, a ftated attendance
upon the minift-.tions of the word, &c. Ta
neglect tlete, excepting fome w eeks before
and after the {acramen t, whillt all the inter~
val has been ipent in forgetfulnefs of God,
and difregard of his fervice, or in fome courfe
of vanity, care, or mdulgence O what hard-
nefs and ftupidity of conicience is tuch com-
municating ready to beget ! Thus to eat and
drink in God’s preience, will at luft iffue in
this, Deputt fiom me, I never knew you.
To conclude : Nonc can partake profitably
of the Lord’s fupper, who have not found ac-
ceptance with God, through the righteoufnefs
of the Saviour, and in coiiiquence experience.
the mighty power of his gr*ace on their {ouls
1 habitually promoting a lite of holinefs and
communion with God; of juftice, love and
peace with all men; of fobricty and circums
ipeclion in all manner of copverfation. If
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you are in fuch a happy ftate as this, then fhall
this ordinance be as much to his glory as to
your comfort, and you {hall find by blefled
experience, that you may not only come but
be welcome.

The whole is concluded with prayer for all
thefe different claffes, particularly for the
voung counnunicants, after which they are
ferved in tokens.

N. B. In this mode of admiflion, no fet
form cf words is ufed; nor is a public ap+
pearance {o infifted on, but that upon {affi-
cient reafon, or particular defire, individuals,
eipecnally old perfons, are frequently adiaite
ted in private.

F I N I &S
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