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MATTHEW XXVI. 42.

OH, MY TATHER, IF THIS CUP MAY NOT
PASS AWAY FROM ME, EXCEPT I DRINK
IT, THY WILL BE DONE.

e

N confequence of the introduction of moral evil
into this world, it has become a place of various
fufferings. The path of life i1s ftrewed with
thorns. Its cup is mingled with many bitter ingre-
dients. By fin camc death. From thefe calamities
none are exempted. They are common to the rich

and the poor ; the young and the aged ; the learned
and the ignorant ; to the ufeful citizen and the

profligate fpendthrift ; to the rightecus and the
wicked ; to fuch as move 1n the honourable atd ele-
vated fpheres of life, and to thofe in more hunible cir-

cumftances. The prefent world is a ftate of trial,
not of retribution. The righteous, and ibe wife, and
their works, are in the band of God : No man knoweth
either love or batred, by all that is before them. Al
things, in this life, come alike to ail ; there is one event to

the
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the righteous and to the wicked ; to the good, and fo 19e
clearn and to the unclean ; to bim thai facrificeth, and 10
bim that facrificeth not ; as is the good, o 15 ibe finner
and be 1bat [iveareth as be that fearcth an oath. More
or lefs of tribulation falls to the lot of every human
being. And there is w9 man ibat bath pizier coer the
[pirit, to retain the Spirit 5 mesther bath be pycer in the
day of death, and there is ms difcbarge im that <rar.
They that have a wmullitude of riches canmst, by cny
ricans, give (0 God a ranfom, that ibey fbould fitll live
forever, and nut fee corruaplion.

Nor is God, who made and who minutely governs
this world, zrwife, unrigiicons, or unkind, in thefe his
difpenfations. He is not wnwife. All the afflictions
of the righicous are fo over-ruled, in the infinite wif.
domm of Ged, as to iffue in their advantage. Their
good works are in the band of Ged, and fhall affuredly
be recompenfed, if not in this world, yet in that
which is to come. And if there 3¢ wicked men 1o
wwhom it bappeneth in this life, arcording fo the work of
the righteous ; yet at the day of final retribution
they will every ome receive according 1o bis oon exi!
works.  Nor is God wunrightcous in his difpenfations.
All the evils of this life, whether they fall to the lot
of the rightcous or the wicked, are but the natural
fruit of fin. The fufferings of none, not even the
moft innocent, exceed, nor indced equal, their de-
merits. Each fufferer, under the rod of God, may

uuly
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truly fay, * Thou, Lord, bafl punifbed me lefs than mine
iniquitics deferve.”” Neither is he ankind. AffliQions
are medicinal. They are made inftrumental in the
cure of our moral diforders. Their proper fruit is to
take away fin, and to make us partakers of the divine
holinefs. It was love that infiuenced to the appoint-
ment of afflictions ; and therefore it is declared, that
svhom the Lord lavetb be chaflencth.

In fuch a world as this—fubjected as we are to
fo many calamities, always trying to our rature, and
fomctimes almoft infupportable, we have need of
wifdom and ftrength, fuperior to all that is human, to
‘guide znd fupport us. Were our views and expec-
tations limited to this world, exiitence could not be
confidered as a blefling. The truths which the Bible
contains, are what alone render life defireable ; and,
to a refleCting mind, fupportable. Thefe fublime
truths are adapted to the prefent unhappy ftate of
mankind ; and were defigned, by their divine and
benevolent author, to minifter to their comfort, and
to lay in them the foundation of a blefled and ani-
mating hope. | |

To bear afflictions with true magnanimity ; to
poflefs and exhibit under fufferings, a right temper,
fuch as fhall b= acceptable to God, exemplary to
others, and conducive to the tranquillity of cur own
minds, are, in the prefent degraded and fickly fate
of human nature, difficult attainmentss. Men arc

~apt,
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apt, on the one hand, to defpije the chaflening of the
Lordi—to be unaffeted and infeafible under their
affictions ; or, on the other, to faimt wbhen they arc
rebuked of bim : In both cales they are equally defti-
tute of a proper temper. |

INn compafiion to wretched and helplefs human
finners, the EternarL Fartuer, in his love, was
pleafed to fend his own Son into the world, to do
and to fuffer whatfoever was neceffary to their re-
demption and falvation. Moft willingly did the
obedient and beloved Son, though he knew what it
would coft him, undertake to accomplith the will
of his Father. He fubmitted to fuffer for us, not. only
as a propitiatory vildim for our fins, but alfo with a
view to leave us an example that we foould follow b:s
fleps.  Under all that variety of grief and afflition
which he endured during his refidence in this world,
he has exhibited a pattern, both in his temper and
condu@, for our imitation. Of the ftate of his mind,
and of his behaviour under the fevereft afflictions that

ever fell to the lot of humanity, we are informed in

the text. The lifc of our Lord, till this period, had
been a life of great fuffering. Now the time of his

death drew nigh ; the hour of darkncfs was at hand.
The treachery of Judas—the cruelty of his captors—
the cowardly flight of his difciples—his mock trial
before the High-Prieft and the elders of the Jews—

his iniquitous condemnation—the various indignities
| and
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and infults of the high prieft’s fefvants—the mockings,

the fcourgings, and other cruelties of the chief priefts
—the agonics of the crofs, and the hidings of his

Father’s face, conftituting together a difmal group,
a tremendous fcene of wce—now appeared in near and

immediate view bcfore him. How far the guilt of
thofe fins, which, as the atoning facrifice, be dore in bis
owon body on :be tree, might now have ferved to aggra-
vate and heighten his agony, i1s hard to determine.
Certain it is, all thefe circumftances now combined
their influence to diftrefs, and wring the foul of our
exalted Saviour. In the height of his woe, when his
[foul was exceeding jorvewcful, even wmto death, he gives
vent to his grief in this impaffioned fupplication ;—
Fatber, if it be poffible, let this cup pafs from me. With
a fortitude, calmnefs and refignatien, which it is far
cafier for us to admire than to imitate, he adds—
Neverthelefs, not as 1 will, but as thon wilt. In our
text, the fame idea is repeated, and ihe fame tem.
per exprefled, in language ftill more pathetick—O5,
my Fatber, if tbis cup may not pafs away from me, ex-
cept I drink it, thy will be done. -If it be poffible to
defcribe more truly and emphatically the agonizing,
agitated, tumultuary, yet heroick and fubmiffive ftate
of our Saviour’s mind, in this hour of his extremeft
fufferings, it is done in the following paffage in the
gofpel of St. John, which, in point of fimplicity,
defcriptivenefs and clegance, is uncqualled in any hu.

B man




[ 1 ]
man compofition :—Now 7s my foul troubled ; and whai
foall 1 fay ¢ Father, fave me fren this bour 2 But for
this caufe came I unio this bour.  Fatber, glorify tby name.

Notnin can minifter {uch rational and folid com.-
fort and fupport to pious, afflicted minds, as the con-
templation of the fublime and excellent do@rines of
~ the Chriftian Religion, particularly thofe of the refar-
reGtion and a future ftate. Next to thefe, a review
and confideration of the example of good men under
fufferings, and of that efpecially which was exhibited
by our divine and blefled Saviour, is adapted to in-
ftruét us in zll the branches of the great duty of re-
fignation—and to fuggeft motives to the practice of it.
On thefe topicks I fhail now proceed to make fome
obfcrvations, conceiving that they are not inapplicable
to the prefent ftate and feelings of this congregation in
general ; and that they are peculiarly fuited to the
tender fenfibilitics of thofe who mourn the lofs of a
moft valuable and beloved relation. We obferve,

I. Upron the duty of refignation.—We are taught
in what confifts true reiignation under affli¢tions more
clearly and effeGually by examplc, than by the moft
laboured and ingenious definitions. It is happy for us
that a duty, to the pra&tice of which we are fo often

called, in the providence of God, in this finful world,
is fo fully exemplified in feveral charadters, whofe

hiftory is reciorded in the holy {criptures. I will juft

recal to your temembrance a few inftances of this kind.
Abraham,
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Abraham, you fhay recollet, received this fevere trial
of his faith—The Lord faid unto him, Take mw 1hy
fon, thine oNLY soN Isaac, WHOM THOU LOVEST, and
get thee into the land of Moriab, and sffer bim there for a
burnt-offering upon one of ibz mountains which I will tell
thee of. What a fhock to the affeltionate, parental,
and humane feelings of this venerable Patriarch, muft
this command have given > And vet, in the fpint of
true fubmiffion, fupported by :dn unfhaken faith in the
power and faithfulnefs of Gop, he proceeded, without
delay, to obey the trying precept. |

Ev1, though not a faultlefs father, was exemplary in
his temper and behaviour, when he was told by the
young prophet Samuel what a feries of awful calamities
awaited his irreligious family :—17 is 1he Lord, faid be,
let bim ds wbat feemetl bim good.

Davip, upon the death of a beloved child, exprefled
himfelf as became a rational, fubmiffive and good man :
While tke cbild <wvas yet alive, I fafled and wept : for 1
Jaid, Who can tell whetber God will be gracious 1o me, that
the coild may live 2 But now be is dead, wherefore foould
I faf 2 Cuan I bring bim back again ? 1 fball go to biin, but
be fball not return to me. When Abfalom rebelled
againft his father, and endeavoured to wreft from him
his kingdom and his life, David, in his flight, fuid anto
Zadock the prieft, carry back the Ark of God inta the cily :
if 1 /ball find favour in the eyes of the Lord, be will bring
me again, and fhew me both it and bis babitatien : But if be

thus
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thus [ay, 1 bave no delight in thee, bebold bere am 1, let birs
do to me as feemeth good mmto bim. Under the cruel in-
fults of Shimei, this man of forrows manifefted the
fame refignation to the will of God :—Let bim alon-,
faid he to Abifhai, who was defirous of taking off Lis
bead, let bim curfe ; for the Lord bath bidden bim. It
may be that the Lord wiil look or mine afflilion ; and that
the Lord will requite me good for bis curfing this day.

Jos, who, next to our Lord, was, perhaps, the moft
perfet charaer that ever dwelt on carth, and next to
“him, was the fubje& of the moft fevere trials, in the
depth of his diftrefs, exclaimed, in the language of
humble and genuine refignation—Tbe Lord gave, and
the Lord bath taken cway ; bleffed be the name of the Lord.
Sball we recerve good at the band of Gaod, and fball we nat
receive evil? The language of his grief was guilelefs,
and exprefled the feelings of a humble and pious heart,

Tue conduét of thefe men, under their afflictions,
was exemplary, and no doubt was recorded for our
imitation. But Chrift has left us a more perfe® ex-
ample of a proper temper and behaviour under afflic-
tions. While encountering the trials ever attendant
on the Chriftian race, and ftruggling under the various
forrows of this world, we are directed, by the apottle,
to Lock unto Jefus, 1be autbor and finifber of our farih ;
wobo, for the joy that was fet before bim, endured the crofs,
defpifing ibe fbame, and is fet down at the right band of the
tbrone of God. To Him we arc taught to look as our

pattern,
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pattern, to inftru&, to comfort and ftrengthen us under
afflictions— For, adds the apoftle, confider bim that en-
dured fuch contradiction of finners againft bimfelf, left ye
be wearied 2ud faint n your minds. The path which
our Lord has trod before us, and in which he has
cipecially commanded us to follow him, is a path of
fuffering. W bofocter, 1aid he, will be my difciple, let
bim deny bimfcif, and take up bis cvofs daily, and feollozo me.

Now our Lord, under his various fufferings, was
calm, tender, patient, humtble, hcroick, devotional and
{ubmiffive. He was oppreffed, and be was affided,
yet be epered not bis mouth ; be is brought as a lamb to
tbe flaugbter, and as a fbeep before ber fbearcrs is dumb,
So be openeth not bis mouth.—When be was reviled be
reviled not again ; when be fuffered be tbreatened not, but
commitied bimfelf to bim <wbo judgeth righteoufly—He
fhewed how teaderly he felt the forrows of life, when
he wept with Martha and Mary at the grave of his
friend Lazarus. His affectionate devotion,and heroick
{ubmiffion, under afHitions, were moft ftrikingly ex-
hibited during’ his agony in the garden, where he
poured out his foul in the ftrong words of the text,
Ob, my Fatber, if this cup may not pafs away from me
cexcept Idrink it, thy will be done.

Tuese cxamples fufficiently inftruct us what temper
and feelings we fhould indulge and cherifh, and what
line of conduct we fhould purfue, while fuffering
under the aflittive hand of God ; or in other words,

| what
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what is implied in the duty of refignation. And itis
cafy to perceive that it implies, a firm belief of the
exiftence, and of the wife an:d righteous government
of God ; a humble rruft in hus faithfulnefs to fulfil his
promifcs ; 2n approbation of the afflictions we fuffer,
however fevere, as juft and v.ite and good ; an entire
{ubjection of our wills, and a due regulation of our
paffions and affctions,while we are the fubjells of them.
A preab of afflictions, and praying that they may
not come upon us, or that they may be removed, are
not inconfiftent with the duty of refignation. Our
Saviour prayed fervently that tbe cxp might pafs
from bim ; at the fame time he added, by will be done.
Nor are we forbidden to weep when in trouble. There
1s neither fubmiflion, nor true philofophy, nor human-
ity, manifefted in a ftoical infenfibility. Ancicnt phi-
lofophers, I know, have afferted, * That a wife man
1s not fubject to the viciflitudes and inftability of
things in this world ; that he fuffers, in his breaft, no
conflit of oppofing paffions ; that he is above, in the
[ferene, where no tempefts can difturb, no eclipfe darken
his mind.” Such a wife man as is here defcribed,
never yet exifted in our world. An entire infenfibility
to pain is neither confiftent or poflible in the prefent
ftate : and if it were both, if infenfibility to pain were
aCtually attained, it would rob human nature of one of
its nobleft and moft endearing ornaments. There is

fomething amiable and charming in unaffeed fen-
ol 3 O




o « -
[ ] .

. 5

fibility. The tear of gcnuine forrow diffolves the heart.
There is a luxury in fympathy, in participating the
forrows of others, which evinces its congeniality to our
nature, and proves it to oe our duty. It is authorized
by the example, and cnforced by the pofitive precept
of the Saviour himfelf. Hec wept while on earth with
thofe who wept, and has left it in charge for us to do
the fame : And in the fad {cene, which paflfed in the
gardca of Gethfemane, he has fhewn us, that the moft
exquifite fenfibility is perfe&tly confiftent with the
moft fincere fubmiffion.

Besipes, moral and religious confiderations render
it neceflary that we fhould fenfibly fcel thofe afflitions
which are wifely intended to correét and reform us.
The good defigried by them could not be effected, were
we infenfible under them. Godly forrow for fin,
often fucceeds natural ferrow under afflictions. 1 pafe,

II. To fuggeft, briefly, fome matives to the practice
of the great duty which we have attempted to explain.

1. -A consIDERATION of the charatter of the Su-
preme Governor of all things, furnifhes a motive of
primary influence to the duty of refignation under af-
flictions. That Being, whofe kingdom ruleth overall,
without whofe knowledge not a {parrow falleth to the
ground, and who numbereth the hairs of our heads, is
perfect in every attribute. It is not poffible for him
to do wrong, in the fmallcft iota, to any of his crea-
tures. Clouds and darknefs indeed, in refpeét to us,

| whofe
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whofe views are limited, are rownd abowt bim :—
NeveriheleSs, righteoufnefs and judgment are the babita-
tion of bis throwe. His plan is before him, which is
the refult of infinite knowledge, wifdom and good-
nefs ; and every cvent, which happens throughout the
whole extent of his works, is exactly conformed to it.
In no inftance is he difappointed. AffiZion cometh
wot_forth of the difl, neither dth tronble [pring eui of tke
ground. All our afflitions, how melancholy and myf-
terious foever they may appear to us, are but the ful-
filment of his will. RefleCtions of this kind upon
the perfe® charaGer, and the univerfal and particu-
lar providence of God, furnifh a very influential mo-
tive to fubmifhon under affli¢tions.

2. Wt may be affifted in the pra&ice of this felf-
denying duty, from the confideration, that when God
deprives us of our moft valued bleffings and comforts,
he does us no injury, feeing that, by our fins, we have
incurred the forfeiture of them all. A juft view of
the righteoufnefs of God, in connexion with a proper
fenfe of our own unworthinefs, muft always produce
filent fubmiffion, even under the fevereft trials of life.
Compared with the number and aggravation of our
fins, and their demerits, our heavieft afflitions, and
thofe of the longéft continuance, are but light and mo-

‘mentary. It would evince a moft criminal ignorance
of ourfelves, to indulge a thought, that our punifhment,

in any cafe, has been, or is, greatcr than we dcferve.
3. Tur
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3. THE neceflity and adaptednefs cf affliGions te
the prefent ftate—their influence in promoting our
good in many ways—by mortifying our pride and
lufts—uaking away our fins—improving and perfedting
our nature, and a2ffifting us to overcome the world, by
thewing us its emptinefs and vanity—their tendency
to make us think of hecaven, where we fhall be beyond
the reach of forrow—and to excite in us aa camneft
felicitude to be prepared for that biefled ftate :—Thefe
are fo many motives which fhould influence us to be
calm in adverfity ; and, in humble acquiefcence, to
Jubjei? garfelves, in cur affiiitions, to the Faiber of [pirits,
ard live. Our Lord himfelf was made perfeiz through
Jufferings ; and why fhould we be relu@tant at being
made perfe@ in the fame way >—The apoftle reckoned
that the fuffetings of this prefent life ave nol 1o be compared
lo the glory that fball be revealed in us. This confiders
ation fupported him under his uncommon fufferings.
The confideration of the joy that was fet before him,
affifted even our Lord himfeli to endure the pain and
fhame of the crofs. Let the fame mind be in us that
was alfo in him ; and then, aided by the fublime mo-
tives which influenced his mind, we may, in our deep-
eft difirefs, fay with him, Ob, my Fatker, if this cup
may not pafs away [from me except 1 drink it, thy will be
done. But,

4. Unper fome afflictions there are peculiar motives
to refignation.  Of this kind may be reckoned that fol-

C emn
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emn providence which has deprived fociety of one of its
moft ufeful and brilliant ornaments, which has fo deeply
affected the publick mind 1n general,and wounded to the
quick the hearts of his furviving relations and friends.
- To the mourners, to whom 1 now particularly turn
my addre{s, motives to refignation, under your prefent
affliGions, offer themfelves, which, though not aito-
gether peculiar, yet are not common. In common
with many others, indced, who have been cailed to
part wich pious fricnds, you mourn in hope; you have
the confolations of religion—the profpe of the refur-
reCion of the dead, and the retributions of eternity to
fupport you. The language with which Jefus com.-
forted Martha, in the death of her much-loved brother,
mav now, my afflicted friends, be addreffed to you.—
Thy fon,* thy brotker, fball rife again.. What ftrong
confolation docs this thought minifter to Chriftian
mourners of Chriftian friends '—What an ineftimable
value does this do&rine, of pure revelation, tamp on our
holy religion !—But other motives to refignation than
thefe, of a-far inferior kind, we admit, yet worthy of
notice, offcr themfelves to you on the prefent occafion.
If the fympathizing tears of thoufands for his lofs—if
the fighs and groans of multitudes of widows, of the
fatherlefs and the poor, who were fupported or affifted
by his bounty—if an unblemithed charalter, and a life

induftrioufly

* The aged father, it was expe@ed, would be prefent at the delivery
of this difcourfe.
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induftrioufly filled up with uncommon and diffufive
ufefulnefs, and crowned with honour—if the general
and tender fenfibility, and unufual refpet manifefted
at his interment—Iin fine, if his being a great blefling to
his country, and an honour to human nature, while in
this world, and a hopeful candidate for an inheritance
in heaven, which fadeth not away—if confiderations

like thefe can furnifth motives to acquiefce in the lofs
of friends,thefe motives in all their extent,belong to you.

And although thefe confiderations muft unavoidably
magnify in your minds, the lofs you have fuftained, yet
they muft, at the fame time, foothe your grief, and ex-
cite your gratitude to God for giving, and preferving
to you fo long, a fon—a brother—a relation, fo highly
refpected. May the motives which have been fuggeft-
ed, by the blefling of God attending them, have their
due effect in producing in your hearts, under your pref-
ent affliction, that temper which our Lord has fo em-
phatically expreffed in the words of our text:—And
may you, in reference to the cvent which griéves you,
be cnabled, in the true fpirit of refignation, to fay,
Fatber, thy will be done.

I snourp difappoint the expe@ations of this con-
gregation, deny the gratification of my own feelings,
and omit a favourable opportunity of animating others,
to the practice of that which is good and ufcful, by
exhibiting before them an amiable and engaging pat-

tern of virtuous condu, if I did not now attempt to
give

—
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give a fketch of the life and charalter of our lamenied
friend and fellow-citizen, TroMAs RussirLr, whofe
recent death was the occafion of the foregoing difcourfe.
He was boin in this town, April 7, (O. S.) 1740.
He was a defcendant of the fifth generation from the
Honourable Kicnarp Russeri,®* who, in the year

f 1640,
" * Tus Honourzble Ricnard RussiLL was born in Hereford, in
the county of Here ordfhire, in Englaad, in the year 1611, came to this
town, lived and divd, as abovc related. He reprefcnted the town
the General Court from the year 1646, till 1659, when he was cholen
an Affiftant or.Counfellor ; in which office he coatinued till his death.
He was treafurer for the pmvince for more than 20 years.

His eldeft fon, the Honourable James RusseLL, was born at Charles-
town, O&ober 4, 1640, and fucceeded his father in his mercantile pro-
fcffion, and in his publick offices. He died Apnl 28, x5c9, aged €g.

His fon, the Horourable DaxieL Russery, was born November

30y 34835, and died the 6th of December, 1763. The following
chara@er of this excellent man was written immeduately after his death.

4 Tue Honourable DaxierL RussiLi, for upwards of twenty years,
¢ was 2 member of his majefiy"s courcil for this province : He alfo
¢ {erved the provirce as commiffioner of impel ; and the county of
“ Middlelex, as treafurer, for more than fifty years ; in the difcharge
¢ of all which offices, fuch was his confcientious fidedity, and un-
¢ fullied integrity, as procurcd him univesal approbation and cfteem
“ in publick and private life. His whoie condult was fuch as evidently
¢ fiewed his invariable defire and endeavour to preferve a confuicnce
¢ void of offence, both towards God and towards man ; and by the
‘¢ re@itude of his behaviour, to adom and rccommend the holy religion
“ which he profefled, and to apvrove himiclf to the sil-fearching eye
¢ of the Father of Spirits. His memory is greatly honoured by all who
¢ were acquainted with him, in whofe eftecn he was truly that ncbleft
¢ work of God, AN HONEST MAN.

¢ It is obfervable, that in the feveral offices which he fufained, he
¢ fucceeded his worthy father and grandfather, both of whora held and
¢¢ difcharged the fame, for a great number of years, with unfpotted
“ reputation.” € The fweet ivmembratice of the juft,

Shall flourifh wkea ke flceps in duft.”” s
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1640, at the age of twenty-nine, came from Herefard-
fhire in England, and fettled in Charleftown. He was
one of the moft eminent merchants of his time ; and
died in 1676, at the age of fixty-five years, poficfled of
a very handfome cftate, a very coniiderable part of

which hc bequeathed to publick and chantable ufes,
chiefly in this town.¥ In

His fecond fom, the Honourable Jaxis Russiiir, bom Agguft
3y 1215, the father of the Honourable TrHomnas RusseLr, deceafed,
is ftill hiving in this town ; concerning whom, dclicacy forbids that 1
fhould fay any thing morc, than that he has tucceeded to all thepnb-
lick honours of his refpated anccftors.

Tre following circumftances are too remarkable to be omitted ina
aote of this kind.

In the year 1646, the Honourable RicHaxp Russkri was cholen
reprefentative of the towaofChar.cﬁowa,mwbnd:oﬂic:hrlcncd
thirteen years : Juft 2 century after, his great-grand-fon, the Honour-
able JaxEs RusseLL, was chofca into the fame office, and ferved the
Sme term of years. In the year 1659, the Hon. Ricrazp Russsry
was cle@ted an Affiftant ar Counfllor : Jaft a century after, (1759), his
great-grand-{on, the Honourable CHanseERS RussEre, was elke@ed 2
Counfellor. The gentleman 2% named, fuftained, at his death, the
honorable offices of judge of the fuperior court, and judge of the court
of admiralty. Though other branches of this family, befides thaic
wmentioned, have fuftained various publick offices, y«ct it is not known
that a fingle inftance has occurred in which the iniegnty of their con-
du@ has been impeached, or their oifice taken from them.

tAnoxc other donations, he gave to this town a valuable farm, lying
in Lyan#cld, the income of which was to be diftributed ameng the poor
of Charleftown, at the difcretica of the Sclolinca and Deacans. The
poor have experienced the benchit of this judicioufly beltoyveu donation
for more than a century paft.

He gave two other lots of land to the town, the income of one ¢f which
he appropriated for the fupport of fchool education ; the other for-the
relict of the poor cf the church ; the latter to be diftvibuted by the Dea-
cons. He gave alio handfome }-gacics to the then Miniftcrs of Bcften,
Charleftown, Cambridge, Watertown, Newtor, Roxbury, and Dorchef-
tery, wiuzh evinced his attachmgiit to that order of men.
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Ix the fcmale line, Mr. RusserL defcended from the
Honourable THoMas Greaves,] who, at the age of
twenty-four years; arrived at Salem, with Governour
Endicot, in 1629 ; and the fame ycar removed to this
place, which, with the confent of the Governour, he
named Cuarcestown. He was the principal charac-
ter in the company of its firft {cttlers; and under his

diretion, was crefted, on or near the fpot where we are
now

1 The Hoaourable THoNAS GREAVES, fon of JouN GREAVES, was
bom m Ratcliffe, England, June 6, 1605. In March, 1529, the Maffachu-
fetts Company met in London, and deputed him to go to New-England,
11 thar fervice, as 2 perfon fkilful in mincs, fortifications, &c. After his
remoral to Charieftown, as above related, he laid out the town in two
acre lots, referving one for himfelf, which has remaired in the family, and
been the fpot on which fome of them haverefided, to this day. He was
appointed one of Governour Endicot’s Council, and for his bravery at
fca, ir capturing a Dutch privateer, undcr great difxdvantages, was ap-
poirted to the ccmmand of a fhip of war, by the Prote€tor, Oliver Crom-
well.

His fon TrowmAas, born 1n this town, 1638, was educated at Harvard
College, and fettled in this town as a Phyfician. Among other publick
offices which he fuftained, he was a Reprefentative of the town, and a
Judge or the County Court. Hed:ied May 30, 1597, aged fifty-nine. His
fon TrHoMAS, born September 28, 1683, recetved a iberal education, and
fuccecded Lis father in the pracice of phyfick in this town. e was a
man highly refpeéted as a phyfician and a gentleman, was 2 Reprefenta-
tive of the town, in the Gemral Court, Judge of the County, and after-
wards of the Superior Court. He died June 19, 1747, aged fixty-three.
His daughter KATHARINE, born April 2, 1719, married April 13, 1758,
to the Honourable JamEes RusseLL, was the affe@®icnate and beloved
mother of the Honourable Tuomas RusseLL, deceafed. She died at
Linccln, Maffachufetts, September 17, 1778, aged 61. '

“ A vL1FE of undiffembled picty towards God, and the exercife of the
moft amiable, focial, and domeftick virtues, greatly endeared her to her
friends, and rendered her lofs fevere indeed to her near connexions, in

whofe memorics the ftill lives.”?
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now affembled, the firft houfe for the publick worfhip
of God, in this part of New-England. The anceftors
of Mr. RusseLr, both in the male and female line, 1n
each fucceflive generation, during the period of 130
years, have been uniformly, and without exception, hon-
oured with a large fhare of the publick confidence and
efteem, and have fuftained, with ability, integrity, and
acceptance, various offices of honour and truft, in the
town, county and colony in which they refided.

T uEe fame generous and benevolent {pirit which ani-
mated their progenitor, Mr. Ricuarp RusseLL ; and
the fame integrity of character, feem, in a remarkable
manner, to have been poffefled by the fucceflive gener-
ations of this family. This muft be afcribed, by the
bleffing of God, in a great degree, to the force of good
education and exampie ; and is a proof, from experi-
ment, of the truth of Solomon’s aphorifm, ¢ Trair up
a child in the way he thould go ; and when he is old,
he will not deparc from it.” And when we confider
the exprefs declarations of fcripture, that Godlinc/s 1s
profitable unto all things, baving promife of the life that
mow is, axd of that which is to come—that integrity and
uprightnefs fhall preferve us—that there is that fealter-
eth, and yet increafeth—that they twho bonour Ged, be
will bonour—it cannet be confidered as faying too much,
if we add, that the virtues which have diftinguithed
Mr. RusseLr’s anceftors, at the fame time that they
have been honorary to their family character— ufeful,

encouraging
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encouraging and exemplary to others—have, by the
fmiles of Providence, and the fecret blefling of God,
contributed, not a little, to that great fhare f profper~
ity, both in honour and wealth, which appears to have
attended his progenitors from the beginning.

MRr. Russerr fuftained the profeilion§ and the hon-
ours, and inherited the virtues, of his worthy anceftors,
whom it was ever his ambition to imitate in every thing
commendable. His difpofition was mild, affectionate,
and amiable ; his manners eafy ; his whole deportment
graceful and dignified. He was naturally, and from
habit, the gentleman. Though he abounded in wealth,
was clothed with honour, and was frequently, not to fay
generally, furrounded with fome of the moft refpe@able
chara&ers in his own, and from foreign countries, cir-
cumftances which too commonly minifter to pride, and
induce a haughty, diftant and contemptuous behaviour,
yet he poflefled a fingular degree of affability, eafinels
of accefs, and engaging condefcenfion, which confti-
tute the effence of true politenefs, and which ingratiat-
ed the confidence and efteem of all who were conne-
ed with him, cither in bufinefs or friendfhip. Of the
truth of what I have now faid, his poffefling an 1m-
mcenfe fortune unenvicd, and the univerfal forrow man-
ifefted at his death, are conclufive proofs. Thefe cir-
cumftances are ftrikingly evincive of the goodnefs of his

heart, as well as of the ulcfulnefs of his life.
As

§ M. RusseLL was the fifth generation in the mercantile line.
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As a Son, his behaviour was fuch as to gratify and
comfort, in a high degree, his fond parents. As a
Brotber, he was all that a brother or fifter could wifh.
He was formed, by nature and education, to relith all
the endearments of domeftick life. He was the tender,
excelient Hifbard of three fucceflive wives, and the af-
- fectionate and exemplary Pareat of feven children, four

of whom furvive him.

H poficfled a grateful heart towards thofe who had
obliged him. In carly life, when commencing the
bufinefs of his profeflion, he was feveral times in need
of, and received from fome gentlemen, that friendly afx
fiftance, which he has fince {o liberally afforded to oth-
ers. In feveral remarkable inftances, he has had the
opportunity, in a mananer moft fatisfactery to his own
feelings, gencroufly, and in kind, to repay his obliga-
tions. :

HosPITALITY to ftrangers was a ftriking feature in his
charater. He knew the heart of a ftranger; and
many have been welcomed to his houfe and kis table;
and multitudes of others relieved and comforted, in
their neceffities, by his liberality. By the numberlefs in-
ftances of his marked attention and politenefs to ftrang-
crs, who have vifited our metropolis, he contributed
his full proportion to its high chara&er for hofpitality.

Tue various publick offices which he fuftained, he
filled with integrity and refpeGability. And fuch was
the general efteem for his chara&er, that a number of

D the
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the commercial and philanthropick focieties in Bofton
took pleafure in placing him at their head.*

As a Merchant, he was, in the acknowledgement of
all, among the firft, if not the firft, in the United
States ; whether we confider the extent of his con-
nexions in trade ; his commercial knowledge ; the
honour, integrity, accuracy and difpatch with which
his negociations were conducted, or the incalculable
advantage which refulted from the varicus branches of
his mercantile bufinefs, to mariners, to labourers, and
efpecially 1o mechanicks of almoft every occupation.
His death is a great lofs to the commercial werld, al-
mott all parts of which were benefitted, cnther dlrc&ly
or indirectly, by his bufinefs.

To his own country, which was dear to him; and
the interefts of which he promoted with all his influ-
ence, his lofs will be more particularly perceived : But
no where will it be felt fo fenfibly as in this town.
Here he firft breathed the vital air, received his edu-
cation, and fpent many years of the vigour of his life.
Here lived and died a long lift of his venerable ancef-
tors, and on yonder hill they lie entombed, with many

others,

'#* Mg. RusskLL, at the time of his death, was Prefident of the Hu-
mane and Agricultural Societies—-of the Socicties for propagating the
Gofpel among the Indians, and for the Aid of Immigrants from foreign
countries—of the Bofton Chamber of Commerce—of the Corporations
of Charles-River and Malden Brids ~—and of the Branch of the United
States’ Bank, eftablithed in Bofton Of the American Academy of Asts

and Sciences, of the Marine and Charitable Fire Societies, he was a lib-
eral and worthy member.
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others, whofe publick and private charalers were or-
naments to the times in which they lived, and whofe
patriotick and benevolent exertions we recolle® with
- feelings of grateful veneration. Thefe circuinftances
naturally attached him to this town, of which he ex-
peCted fhortly to have become an inhabitant. Here
he had intended to have fpent the evening of his life;
and how much was expedted from his removal hither,
I nced not inform you. We anticipated the time, as
if it were to conftitute a joyful zra in our profperity
and happinefs. But our hopes from by are no more.
Oh may they be revived in the clildren he has left be-
hind {—We cannot calculate the extent of our lofs.
The employment his bufinefs would have given to all
claffes of citizens ; his influence and example, always
on the fide of order, morality, and religion ; his ability
and difpoiition to promote, in various ways, the prof-
perity and ornament of the town ; and cfpecially his
‘charity and beneficence to our numecrous widows, to
the fatherlefs and the poor ;—the hope of all thefe
bleflings, and none of them are fmall, has been cut off
at a ftroke, by his death. Befides, we know that, in
imitation of the example of his anceftors, he intended
many good things for the benefit of this town, to re-
lieve the miferies of the unfortunate, the wants of
the poor, and to aid the caufe of literature and the
church.

MRr. RusseLL was truly a father to the poor. He
was
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was abundantly bleffed with the weans, and, what is
not always true of men of great ycalth, he had with
them the difpsfition 10 do good, to be extenfively ufeful.
His liberal heart was very often devifing liberal things.
~ The fums which he diftributed for the relief, comfort
and affitance of the indigent and unfortunate, and
which hc gave to publick ufes, amounted annually to
what moft of us, perhaps, fhould confider as an ampie
fortune. The hiftory of his chanities, and of his dona-
tions for the advancement of religion, learning, hu-
manity, and the ufeful arts, and for other publick pur-
pofes, would fill a volume. And were fuch a hiftory
faithfully written ; were the numerous 1nftances re-
corded, in which ke has fatisfied the defires of the poor,
caufed the widow's heart to fing for joy, and comforted
the ftranger and the unfortunate, by miniftering to
their necefiities, it would form the beft, the meoft
affecting and impreflive culogium on his charalter.

In the dcath of Mr. Russerr, our holy religion
and its publick teachers have loft a moft valuable and
valued friend. He was trained up from his youth to
reverence religion and its holy and ufeful inftitutions.
He was a friend and benefactor to the clergy. Many
of their indigent widows, for ages to come, will, no
doubt, be comforted with the ftreams which will be
annually flowing from the liberal donation he made to
the fund cftablifhed for their relief. How many tear-

ful bleffings will be poured on his memory by this clafs
of fufferers! Ix
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In this age of infidelity and diffipation, when it has
become almoft fathionable among certain claffes of
people to fpeak difrefpeifully of, and even to defpife,
the Chriftian Religion ; and confidering the natural
depravity of the heart, and the frailty of human nature ;
and alfo the temptations always attendant on honour
and wealth ; confidering 21l thefe circumftances, it
would not have been unnatural, or uncharitzble, to

have felt a folicitude for the religious character of our
deceafed friend. But, (and with heart-felt fatisfaction

I fay it), he was not afhamed of Chrift, nor of his crofs.
Under circumftances which afforded evidence of his
fincere attachment to the Chriftian Religion, he made
an open profeflion of it, and joined himfelf to the io-
ciety of the publick difciples of Jefus Chrift. How
amiable, exemplary, and influential is religion, when
the fubje& of it is clothed with honours, furrounded
with affluence, and blefled with the efteem and con-
fidence of his fellow-citizerns ! What a weight of in-
Auence in the {cale of humanity, of virtue, and religion,
has been loft in the death of our lamented friend ! We
will, however, pray, and we will hope, that it is not
loft ; and that it will revive again, and ﬂouriﬁx, in all
its extent and vigour, in his children. With fuch an
example before them, fo loved in life, fo honoured in
death, how can they do otherwife than ftudioufly en-
dcavour to follow his fteps ?

Ox the whole, the death of few men would have
been
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been more fenfibly and univerfally felt and regretted
than that of Mr. Russerr. I have paid this tribute,
not to his wealth, but to his worth. The memory of
the good and the ufeful thall be blefied ; that of our
friend is embalmed in the bofoms of thoufands.

Our duty, in refpect to this {elemn cveat of divine
Providence, lics in a thort compafs. It becomes us, as
we are reipe&ively affeted by it, {(and we all arec more
or lefs,) to confider it as the work of a wife and rightecous
God, defigned to effet important purpofes, which we
cannot forefee ; and as fuch we fhould, in the true fpirit
of refignation, acquiefce in, and improve it. Import-
ant and ufeful leflons may be learned from it. Noth-
ing, perhaps, could more ftrikingly and convincingly
have taught us the vanity of all earthly riches and en-
joyments than this event. The language of this Prov-
idence to us, if I may be allowed to give it utterance—
[oh may it reach our hearts]—is this, Lct not tbe wife
man glory in bis wifdorn, nestber let 1he mighty man glory in
bis might, let not the rich man glory in bis riches ; but let
bim that gloricth, glovy sn this, that be underflandeth and
knowetb that God is the Lord which exercifeth loving kind-
nefs, judgment and righteoufnefs in the earth. Lay not
up for yourfelves treafures upon earth, for viches will not
profit in tbe day of wrath. But lay up for yourfelves treaf-
ures in beaven. Set your affeliions on things above, and ot
on things on the earth. Naked came ali from tbe ecarib—
naked (ball all return thither again. *
THE
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Tue chara@er we have imperfatly fketched—(abler
pens will do it more juftice)—is wortny of imitation.
So far as the chriftian, civil and focial virtues fhone in
him, let us not only admire them in bim, but exemplify
them in our owa pradtice.  To the rich, in an efpecial

manner, he was a pattern of bencficence and charity.
And how much does it now become thofe of this clafs, to

cxert themfeives to fupply thofe numerous ftreams of

charity, which have been dried up, in confequence of
hits death?

FinarLLy. When we fee the glory of this world
fading, and its faireft and firmeft hopes tranfitory, it
fhould make us think much of an unfading and eternal

inheritance in the heavenly ftatc. ¢ Thither afcends,
as to its native home, all the goodnefs that dcparts
from earth : and the more of our friends that enter
before us into glory, the more fecondary motives have
we to excite our defires fe depar? ard 1o ke with Coriff”,
with them, and with the general affembly and church
of the firft born, and to dwell with this innumerable
and blefled company, in the city of the living God, the
New Jerufaiem, forever and ever.

A M E N.
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