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PREFACE.

TrE present treatise is intended to give what the author
has often felt the need of —a compact and thoroughly reliable
statement of the principal historical facts to the authenticity
and integrity of the New Testament writings concerning our
Lord, and the presumptions from them which establish his
claims as our Divine Redeemer and Saviour.

The question of his Resurrection from the dead is selected
as the pivot, because everything hinges upon it. This ques-
tion, whichever way it is determined, is decisive. It is a
question which greatly concerns every one. It is a question
of evidence, and as such is especially deserving of careful
inquiry by members of the legal profession. For, as Prof.

" Greenleaf observed in his work hereafter cited, — “If a close

examination of the evidences of Christianity may be expected
of one class of men more than another, it would seem incum-
bent on us, who make the law of evidence one of our peculiar
studies.”

As the question of Christ’s Resurrection is the objective
point of our inquiries, all other questions are subordinated
to it, and examined so far only as deemed material to the
main question,

The author has availed himself of a lawyer’s privilege, and
made use of the researches, arguments, and conclusions of
others who may justly be regarded as authority, and to
whom he has given credit as far as practicable, but has en-
deavored to form an independent judgment in view of all
accessible sources of information.
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4 PREFACE,

The work is, in the main, as published in a series of articles
in the New Hampshive Journal, and also in the Vermont
Chronicle, from March 5, 1881, to April 1, 1882, which will
explain the use of the common version in the earljer chapters
and the New Revision in the later ones,

While the proofs have been marshalled around the prin-
cipal fact, those to establish the subsidiary question of our
Four Gospels and the Book of Acts have been largely
centered upon the “ Memoirs " mentioned in the confessedly
genuine writings of Justin Martyr, . Justin, in his First
Apology, so called, written before the year one hundred and
fifty of our era, and probably ten years earlier, has given a
graphic account of the usages in the churches generally,
In this account he says that, on the « day called Sunday,”
Memoirs of Christ were read with the Prophets, in all their
assemblies. Hence, when it is ascertained that these Memoirs
were our Canonical Gospels, we make a long stride toward
the conclusion of their undoubted authenticity and genuine-
ness.

To all questions of evidence which arise, the author applies
legal principles and presumptions derived from experience
and constantly acted upon in courts of justice. He asks of
the reader a patient perusal to the end, for he confidently
believes that the vital fact of Christ's Resurrection, with, all

the grand consequences which necessarily follow it, is ag
susceptible of proof, from undoubted historical facts and solid
argument, as any other event in history,

The work is written for bisy men in all the walks of life,
and the writer has endeavored to make himself understood,

CHARLES R. MogRrison.
Mmcnnsmn, N. H., August, 1882,
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THE

PROOFS OF CHRIST'S RESURRECTION.

CHAPTER I
SOURCES OF EVIDENCE.

IT is a characteristic of all who deny this and all other
miracles, that they beg the whole question to begin with.
They assume as an axiom that a miracle is impossible, or
impossible to be proved by human testimony. Or, to put it
more mildly, in the language of one of their number (Renan?),
“ neither men of the people nor men of the world are com-
petent to prove it. Great precaution and a long habit of
scientific research are requisite.” If these are sound axioms,
it should be a matter of indifference who were the witnesses,
or what their credibility or means of knowledge, since at the
best they were but human, and it is not claimed that they
were experts or sevens after the modern skeptical school,
although they might be expected to know whether one who
walked with them, and to whose instructions they listened,
and from whom they received their commission, were dead
or alive.

It is also a comfortable assumption on their part that no
one is a scholar who does not agree with their opinion, and
many young men who would not be thought to be behind the
times are misled by their confident boasting. ¢ No modern
theologian,” says Strauss,? “who is also a scholar, now con-
siders any of the four Gospels to be the work of its pretended
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author, or in fact to be by an Apostle or colleague of an
Apostle.” The logic of this is, that if any one does so
consider them, he is not a scholar The same kind of
scholarship and habit of thinking that induced this wise
conclusion brought him at last to the denial of the existence
of a personal God or a future life. His experience is instruc-
tive, and shows the inevitable tendency of all reasoning that
denies the possibility of a miracle or a divine revelation,
Mill's hard logic cannot well be resisted. “Once admit a
God, and the production, by his direct volition, of an effect
which in any case owed its origin to his creative will, is no
more a purely arbitrary hypothesis to account for the past,
but ‘must be reckoned with as a serious possibility.” If, then,
a miracle may occur, it may be proved * by human testimony,
for the very motive or reason for its occurrence, or, at least
the principal reason, must be its value as an attestation,

And the immense labor which the Tubingen school and
every class of skeptics have bestowed in attempts to disprove
the authorship of the Four Gospels, shows that they have not
much confidence in their axioms after all. Why so anxious as
to the witnesses, if it is immaterial who they are, or what
th?:y testify to? If a miracle cannot be proved by amy
evidence, why have they multiplied books to prove or dis-
prove the authorship of the gospels ?

-

o THE BEST EVIDENCE.

7<,.f*; The }Jest evidence of which the subject admits, is all that
s required in courts ; and it is sufficient in matters of the
7 highest concern, even in cases of life and death, that a fact
* be proved beyond a reasonable doubt. The best evidence to
Christ’s disciples of his resurrection, was that of their own
| senses, ’Fhis evidence we cannot have. We are in the
L posxtlon,l In some respects, of jurors, who must decide not
\ from their own knowledge, but upon the testimony of otherg/
‘We have not, however, the witnesses upon the stand, but

* See also pgosz, c. 18. p. IIL :

"
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LOST TRIBUTARIES. ]

only what may be regarded as their depositions, and it is
made a question whether the writings produced are their
depositions. :

The question, then, in this stage is, who were the writers
of the Four Gospels and the book of Acts? As to the latter,
the writer claims to have written a former treatise, and it
seems to be taken by both parties to the controversy, that
the same person (whoever he was) wrote both books, so that
any evidence of Luke’s authorship of the third Gospel, is
evidence of his authorship of Acts, and vice versa. And the
same is true in respect to the Fourth Gospel and the First
Epistle of John. A
. The best evidence as to the authorship of any of these
books which the nature of the subject admits of, is from his-
tory and tradition, including in these terms quotations,
citations, harmonies, commentaries, translations, and manu-
scripts.

There are two modes of presenting this evidence. One is
to begin with their present acknowledged acceptance, and
ascend the stream; the other is to strike tributaries, as near
their source as we are able, and descend to the river. The
latter will be adopted here in the first instance, and ultimately
both modes of proof.

LOST TRIBUTARIES.

One hundred years from the crucifixion, churches had been
established in all the cities and in many of the villages of the
Roman Empire, from Cappadocia and Pontus on the east, to
Gaul on the west, and Christians were very numerous.
Tacitus describes those at Rome at the time of Nero's
barbarity, as “a great multitude,” and Pliny, in his letter

"~ to Trajan, cir. A.D. 110, affirms that the heathen temples

were almost deserted, so that the sacred victims scarcely
found any purchasers, and that the “superstition,” as he
termed it, not only infected the cities, but had even spread
into the villages, of Pontus and Bithynia (Gibbon, p. 576).
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Hence persons unacquainted with the subject might suppose
that it would be easy to adduce abundant proof from writers
of the first century, as to what memoirs of our Lord, if any,
were in the churches at the time Pliny wrote his celebrated
letter. Such, however, is not the fact,

There is no direct historical testimony known to be
earlier than the first apology® of Justin Martyr to the
Roman Emperor, cir. AD. 1 39. There are certain frag-
ments written by Papias, Bishop of Hierapolis, which
may be of an earlier date, but this is uncertain, There
are also quotations apparently from the third and fourth
Gospels, by Basilides,* the Gnostic heretic who flourished
at Alexandria as early as A.D. 125. There is an epistle
to the Philippian church, attributed to Polycarp which
Dean Stanley thinks dates about A.D. 1 30. Its genuine-
ness is not universally admitted. There is an epistle,
conceded to be genuine, from the church at Rome to the

.church at Corinth, of the probable date of A.D, 05. There

are epistles attributed by some to Ignatius, who suffered
martyrdom, cz». A.D. 107, but their genuineness is contro-
verted. There are in addition three other writings known as
the Epistle of Barnabas, the Letter to Diognetus, and the
Pastor Hermas. They are by unknown authors, and of
uncertain date, but were probably written in the latter part
of the first or the first part of the second century. '
And these are all that have come down to us in any form

t from the first one hundred years after the crucifixion. That
we have no more is casily explained. This period was one of
- intense activity and violent persecutions, Five (as some

reckon them) of the ten general persecutions were within3
this period or soon after. The first was under Nero, A.D. 64;
the second under Domitian, A.D. 95 ; the third under Trajan,
A.D. 103 ; the fourth under Adrian or Hadrian, A.D. 125 ; the
fifth under the Antonines, 1 55 ; and as these persecutions con-
tinued several years, with local outbursts also between, there
was scarcely an intermission. The horrible tortures and cruel

LOST TRIBUTARIES, tr

deaths under Nero are well-known, and, under Domitian,
forty thousand were supposed to have suffered marty}"dom.

It is no matter of surprise, therefore, that so little has
reached us from this early period. Christians were making
history, not writing it, and of their writings the most:
perished. There were hundreds and thousands who well
knew what memoirs of our Lord were accepted by the
churches in this period, from whose lips no voice comes
except in the volume of universal tradition.

! Renan’s Life of Jesus, p. 43.

?.The Old Faith and the New (1874), p. 45. ) .

3 A.D. 138 or 139 is the date most usually assigned to th.ts most im-
portant work, although some place it as late as A.D. 150. If his sta_temerft
in it that ¢ Christ was born 150 years ago” were to be taken strictly, it
would make its date A.D. 146 or A.D. 144, according as we allow four or
six years as the error for the beginning of the true Christian era ; b'ut he
may have used the number in a general way. Ilis martyrdom is variously
stated from A.D. 148-167. See also post, p. 61, note 1.

4 That the quotations were by Basilides himself Matthew Arnold’s

- reasoning seems entirely satisfactory, and * no one” he says, ‘* who had

not a theory to serve would ever dream of doubting it.” Perhaps it may
be permitted to regard Matthew Arnold as a ¢ scholar; ” and see Abbot's
¢ Fourth Gospel,” Boston (1880), p. 86. See also post, c. 5. p. 27.

* Buck’s Theological Dictionary, and Vol. VII of M’Clintock and Strong’s
Cyclopedia, p. 966. Before and at the close of the century (A.D. 197)
there was another furious persecution under Severus.
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CHAPTER 11
ADMISSIONS AND PRESUMPTIONS.

Wirn the somewhat scanty and inconclusive evidence
from writings of the first one hundred years from the cruci-
fixion, are there any facts that are conceded, and any pre-
sumptions from them? There are concessions, and from
what motives is immaterial, since there is no doubt of the
existence of the facts that are admitted even by those who
deny the authenticity of the Gospels. Says Renan!: “Not
the slightest doubt has been raised by serious criticism
against the authenticity of the Epistle to the Galatians, the

two Epistles to the Corinthians, or the Epistle to the
Romans; while the arguments on which are founded the -

attacks on the two Epistles to the Thessalonians, and that to
the Philippians, are without value.” And it may be added
that the genuineness of the Book of Revelations is conceded
and insisted upon by most of his way of thinking.

Now, from the four Epistles against whose authenticity “not
the slightest doubt has been raised by serious criticism,” and
the writings of Josephus, Tacitus and Pliny, these facts are
as well established as any facts of history can possibly be
established : —Jesus Christ was born in Judea in the days of
Herod, and was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He was a
most extraordinary character, and a wonderful teacher. He
gathered disciples, of whom twelve were called Apostles.
After his death, his followers were formed into numerous
churches, which, in a few years, extended into all parts of the
then known world, and of which there has been a continuous
succession till now. If, from their disciples, we know some-
thing of the life and teachings of Confucius and Socrates, we
should expect as much concerning him whose advent revolu-
tionized the world, within three centuries overturned tht old

ADMISSIONS AND PRESUMPTIONS. I3

pagan superstitions throughout the Roman Empire, and is
still the greatest moral power of the most enlightened nations

. of the earth, But, if there were any accepted memoirs of

him in that first hundred years from his crucifixion, what has
become of them? It is incredible that they should have
dropped out of existence and there be no history or tra-
dition of it. It is incredible that they should have been lost
to churches having a continuous life, or that others should
have been substituted for them, and there be no trace
of their disappearance or of a substitution. In the
churches in every period, the old and the young were
together. How, then, were displacement and substitution
possible without protest? How was the loss of accepted
memoirs possible, so long as there was a continued succession
of teachers? Yet none have reached our time other than
those which have come to us through all the centuries as
authentic writings of those whose names they bear.

By the law of the “survival of the fittest,” all other produc-

tions making any pretensions to such a character perished

long ago, only fragments of them remain, and our four Gos-
pels are in the churches. There is, therefore, to begin with,
the strongest presumption in their favor. “It is,” says
Professor Greenleaf? “for the objector to show them spuri-
ous; for on him, by the plainest rules of law, lies the burden
of proof.” And from what has appeared it is plain that this
“burden” is a very heavy one.?

! Renan’s Life of Jesus, p. 35.

* The Testimony of the Four Evangelists (p. 28, section 10), by Simon
Greenleaf, LL.D., 1846. His standard work on evidence is in every law-
yer's library.

8 See also gos?, c. 8, p. 43.
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CHAPTER II1.
PAPIAS AND JUSTIN MARTYR.

Tue fact of the early reception, by the churches, of
Memoirs of Christ deemed authentic, probable in itself with-
out any proof, is very conclusively shown by writings to which
reference has been made, particularly those of Papias and
Justin Martyr,

Papias was bishop of Hierapolis, in Phrygia, in the first

part of the second century of the Christian era. Though of -

moderate capacity, and entertaining extravagant ideas of the
millennium, he was entirely honest, and there is no reason to
question his testimony as to what he was told in respect to
Matthew and Mark. He suffered martyrdom about A.D.
163. From fragments of his writings found in Eusebius and

in the works of Irenzus, it appears that “ John the Presbyter”
gave him information in respect to the First and Second

Gospels,

There is a difference of opinion as to whether this John
was John the Apostle. Eusebius held that he was not, and
says that in his day (26 -340) there were two tombs at Ephe-
sus, both of which were called John's. The question of iden-
tity is not very material, Papias gives, in explanation, that
he imagined that “what was to be got from books” con-
cerning the Lord, was not as profitable to him “as what
came from the living and abiding voice.” For this reason,
he says, “If, then, any one who had attended on the elders
came, I asked minutely after their sayings, what Andrew or
Peter said, or what was said by Philip, or by Thomas, or by
James, or by John, or by Matthew, or by any other of the
Lord’s disciples,! which things Aristion and the Presbyter
John, the disciples of the Lord, say.”

From this, it is plain there were then accredited “books

»

PAPIAS AND JUSTIN MARTYR. I5

concerning our Lord. And two of these books are identified
by his statement of what he was told by John the Presbyter,
that “Mark, having become the interpreter of Pgter_, wrote
down accurately whatever he remembered of Peter's'mstruc-
tions,” whom he accompanied (it was not, howeverz in exact
order that he related the sayings or deeds of Christ), “and
Matthew put together the oracles in the Hebrew 13.1}:
guage, and each one interpreted them as best he could.
These extracts prove that the First and Second Gospels were
extant, not only when Papias wrote, and when the Presbyte.r
gave him the information, but also some time before. His
informant, if nof John the Apostle, must have been one who
had seen the Apostles or some of them, so that the testimony
is very direct. ‘
° Tehgt Papias does not mention Luke’s Gospel, or John’s
Gospel, proves nothing except that he had no occasion to say
anything about them, in that connec‘cior}. The Fogrth G.ros-
pel may not have been writter at the time of th-e interview
with the Presbyter, for the Apostle John lived u.ntll abOL-lt the
year 100, and he wrote his Gospel very late in life. It is not
quoted by Clement. . N

And as to the Third Gospel, the occasion for the writing of
it is distinctly stated by the author himself, who was well
known. And so of the Fourth Gospel; its authorship mod-
estly but clearly appears upon its face. We have mere f.rag-
ments from Papias not exceeding two or three hundred hr.:es
all told. In some of his five books (almost the whole of which
have been lost) there may have been references to both Luk.e
and John. Eusebius? states that Papias made use of testi-
monials from the First Epistle of John; but as he does ant
say that Papias ascribed that Epistle to John, his use of ’1t
only proves that it was extant when he wrote. There is,
however, a quotation in one of these fragments (v), “In my
Father’s house are many mansions,” which is literal.ly as in
John xiv. 2, and so, presumptively, was taken from it It.lS
an interesting fact that the only guofations other than this,
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by Papias (if those in this fragment are indeed by him), are
as in verses 25 to 28 of the r15th of First Corinthians, a
chapter which will be found to have great weight in another
part of this discussion,

Papias, therefore, probably3 quotes the Fourth Gospel.  But,
without such quotation, no inference could be drawn against
Luke or John from mere silence. Papias would still prove
the First and Second Gospels, leaving the Third and F ourth to
stand upon the presumption in their favor stated in our last
chapter, and upon positive evidence from other sources,

'The quotations from Papias are from Vol. I, of the Ante-Nicene
Christian Library, translated by Rev. Alexander Roberts, D.D., and James
Donaldson, LL.D.; and so in respect to any of the Apostolic Fathers.
The editors say the words, ** Which things, ezc.,” are usually translated,
*“ What Aristion and John say,” and that such translation is admissible,
but that they more naturally mean that John and Aristion, even at the time
of Justin’s writing, were telling him of the sayings of the Lord.

* Eusebius B. IIL, ¢. 39.

® The editors call it ‘“mere guess-work” (Ante-Nicene Christian Li-
brary, Vol. L., p. 444: note). Eusebius makes no mention of it, though his
silence is not conclusive against it.

The question is of sufficient importance to warrant the giving of the en-
tire passage from Irenaeus in which the quotations appear. It is the lagt
of five short chapters of his work on Heresies. Certain passages are
printed in italics, which the reader is speciully asked to consider: “ As
the presbyters say, then those who were deemed worthy of an abode in
heaven shall go there, others shall enjoy the delights of Paradise, and oth-
ers shall possess the splendor of the city, for everywhere the Saviour will
be seen, according as they shall be worthy who see Him. But there is
this distinction between the habitation of those who producé an hundred-
fold, and those who produce sixty-fold, and who produce thirty-fold;
for the first will be taken up into the heavens, the second class will dwell
in Paradise, and the last will inhabit the city; and that on this account
the Lord said, ¢In my Father’s house are many mansions;’ for all things
belong to God, who supplies all with a suitable dwelling-place, even as
His word says; that a share is given to 3ll by the Father, according as
each ene is or shall be worthy.  And this is the couch in which they shall
recline who feast, being invited to the wedding,  7Ve Presbyiers, the dis-
ciples of the Apostles, say that this is the gradation and arrangement of
those who are saved, and that they advance through steps of this nature;
and that, moreover, they ascend through the Spirit to the Son, and
through the Son to the Father; and that in due time the Son will yield up
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His work to the Father, even as it is said by the aporls‘t;e,l‘l*;or He n::::
~ i His feet. ¢ last enemy
i ill He hath put all enemies under L ° :
:f:lqgl? t:le destroyed f)s death.” For in the times of the kmgcic;m th.zt:hjusli
: i to die. **But when e saith a
who is on the earth shall forget | He sait
E?:crs are put under Him, it is manifest that He is excepted w‘?lchtd:?{?ut
hi i 1l things shall be subdued unto Him,
all things under Him. And when a i i .
:li‘ennshaall the Son also Himself be subject unto Him that put all t.hmgsf
under Him, that the Son may be all in all’ There being no qtt;lestlor;ti
: uota-
i i from Irenaeus, by whom were the g
the genuineness of this passage ! . : o auote
ini ile it i ble they were by Jrenacus,
tions, found in it? Now while it is possi venacus,
lustrz:te what ‘ the Presbyters, the disciples of the ﬁpostles, };nz;u;t;x::::i;
i i tation is, that they were cite
the more obvious and natural interpre ’ s
i i it is not of much consequen
byters themselves. This being so, i t _ con
\I;;eesth};r Irenaens had this information of these views and cxtg:xons,bf:ro:r;
i btained like information upon other subjec
Papias (from whom he had o ochier sublects
i ters), or whether Irenaeus ;
as to the sayings of the Preshy ) g his Infor-
i i i her sources. In either even q
mation of their sayings from ot ) ; wasions
i i edecessors, * disci
ither by Papias, his contemporaries, or p : dis
wlere onil‘ a:ll:eeprostlgs." An,d of this opinion are Charteris (Canomcxtyé
s els7 of the Introduction), and Routh, Tischendorf, Wescott, Dorner an
R‘igg:enback, as cited in *¢ Supernatural Religion” p. 604.
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CHAPTER 1V.
THE MEMOIRS INTENDED BY JUSTIN MARTYR.

GREAT importance attaches to them in connection with
other facts.

The date of Justin’s birth is uncertain, being placed as
early as A.D. 85, and as late as A.D, 114 ; Rev. Mr. Wright
says about A.D. 100, His martyrdom was about A.D. 165.
-His father and grandfather were probably of Roman origin.
Before his conversion to Christianity, he studied in the
schools 'of the philosophers, but after that he became an
Eyangehst, and a vigorous writer in defence of the Christian
faith. It is probable that he travelled much. He was not
the ﬁrst that wrote an Apology for Christians, but his are the

) earhest. extant. Besides these, he wrote a much larger work
(f:he Dialogue with Trypho, a Jew), a work on the resurrec-
tion, and some others; and by some, he has been regarded
as the author of the Pastor Hermas, His first and principal

Apology, of the probable date of A.D. 138-9, was addressed
as follows :

“To the Emperor Titus Alius Adrianus Antoninus Pius Au-
gustus Caesar, and to his son Verissimus, the philosopher, and to

Lucius, the philosopher, the natural son of Cazsar, and the..

ad.opted son of Pius, a lover of learning, and to the Sacred Senate,
with the whole people of the Romans, I, Justin, the son of Priscus
and grandson of Bacchius, native of Flavia Neapolis in Palestine,
present this address and petition in behalf of those of all nations

h .
:f,‘ 51 :::’ ’unJustly hated and wantonly abused, myself being one

. Those to whom this formal address was made, would not
e expected t? know anything about Matthew, Mark, Luke,
or John; but it was otherwise, in respect to the Old Testa-

THE MEMOIRS INTENDED BY JUSTIN MARTYR. I9

ment, for Jewish synagogues were in every city, and the Sep-
tuagint had been known for three hundred years.

In this Apology he explains some of the teachings of our
Lord, and the usages of his disciples ; and in respect to the
last, are these passages :

¢ For the Apostles, in the memoirs composed by them, which
are called Gospels, have thus delivered unto us what was enjoined
upon them ; that Jesus took bread and when he had given thanks
said, ¢ This do ye in remembrance of me, this is my body ;’ and
that, after the same manner having taken the cup and given
thanks, he said, ¢ This is my blood;’ and he gave it to them
alone.” . . . ““And we afterwards continually remind each
other of these things. And the wealthy among us help the needy ;
and we always keep together; and for all things wherewith we
are supplied, we bless the Maker of all, through his Son Jesus
Christ, and through the Holy Ghost. And on the day called
Sunday, all who live in cities or in the country gather together
to one place, and the Memoirs of the Apostles or the writings of
the Prophets are read, as long as time permits; then when the
reader has ceased, the president verbally instructs, and exhorts
to the imitation of these good things. Then we all rise together
and pray, and as we before said, when our prayer is ended, bread
and wine and water are brought, and the president in like manner
offers prayers and thanksgivings according to his ability, and the
people assent, saying Amen; and there is a distribution to each.
and a participation of that over which thanks have been given.
and to those who are absent a portion is sent by the deacons.
And they who are well-to-do, and willing, give what each thinks fit ;
and what is collected is deposited with the president, who succors
the orphans and widows, and those who, through sickness or any
other cause, are in wunt, and those who are in bonds, and the
strangers sojourning among us, and in a word, takes care of all
who are in need. But Sunday is the day on which we all hold
our common assembly, because it is the first day on which God,
having wrought a change in the darkness and matter, made the
world; and Jesus Christ, our Saviour, on the same day rose from
the dead. For he was crucified on the day before that of Saturn
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(Saturday) : and on the day after that of Saturn, which is the
day of the Sun, having appeared to his apostles and disciples,
he taught them these things, which we have submitted to you also
for your consideration.”

This passage is a part of chapter sixty-six, and the whole of
chapter sixty-seven. '

The great question is, What were these « Memoirs of the
Apostles,” which were thus read with the writings of the
Prophets ? It is a question of interpretation.

By the rule adopted in courts, these words are to be con-
strued with the context, and in connection with other writ-
ings of Justin in relation to the same subject, and also in the
light of all the surrounding circumstances,

These precise terms are first used in chapter sixty-seveh.
Thfa same Memoirs, evidently, in chapter sixty-six, are de-
scribed as Memoirs composed ™ by the Apostles. They
are not again referred to in this Apology. They are re-
ferred to several times in the Dialogue, chapters one hundred
to one hundred and eight, by the following terms : The Me-
moirs f)f -His Apostles; The Memoirs of His Apostles ; The
Memoirs of His Apostles; The Memoirs of the Apostles ;

For in the Memoirs which T say were drawn up by khis Apostles -

and those who followed them > The Memoirs of His Apostles ;
The Memoirs; The Memoirs ; The Memoirs; The Memoi;s:
of the Apostles ; The Memoirs of Him; The Memoirs of His
Apost%es; The Memoirs. Four times he calls them 'fhé
Memo1rs; three times The Memoirs of the Apostles; five
t1me§ The Memoirs of His Apostles ; and once, The Me’moirs
of Him, 7, e, Christ, as Roberts and Donaldson interpret it,?
and as the context and the whole scope indicate. -

It is plain that the same « Memoirs” are intended through-
out, under these various terms. .

In chapter eighty-eight of the Dialogue, in mentioning the
descent of the Holy Ghost upon Jesus at his baptism, Justin
says that when he came out of the water, the Holy Ghost
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lighted on him like a dove, as “the Apostles of this very

Christ of ours wrote.”” The incident is mentioned in all

four of the Gospels.

But for his explanation elsewhere, it would be inferred that
all the “ Memoirs” were “composed ” by the Apostles. But
he carefully explains his meaning, so that the “ Memoirs,” or
some of them, may have been “drawn up” either by the
Apostles, or by those who followed them.

It is obvious that these Memoirs were not biographies or
sketches by unknown or irresponsible persons, but writings
well understood by the Churches to have been “ composed "
or “drawn up” by the Apostles, or with their approval.

As Mark was understood to be Peter’s interpreter, so Luke
was understood to have been Paul’s companion, and to have
written under his sanction. And Paul was an Apostle, al-
though not one of the twelve,

Justin had informed the Roman Emperor? of the Apostles,
and he gave like information to Trypho.® He meant that all
who should read should know that what he gave of the life
and teachings of Christ was not from irresponsible sources,
but from writings expressly sanctioned, if not actually writ-
ten, by those whom Christ had selected as witnesses.

These Memoirs, therefore, were doubtless understood &y
Justin, and by the church in general, in city and country, to
have been the productions of Apostles or their companions.
 They were read the same as the Prophets, and placed upon
the same footing. Justin, in writing to Trypho, speaks of

having believed Gop’s VOICE SPOKEN BY THE APOSTLES OF
CHRIST.

And since, in speaking of their actual composition, he uses
the plural, “Apostles,” we should look for two or more Me-
moirs, “drawn up,” by Apostles.

Now what were these Memoirs? What writings will an-
swer the description? Matthew* and Mark will, according
to what the Presbyter said of them. Were there any others?
There should be one more at least, that was written by an
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Apostle, else wherefore, the plural? The four Gospels that
h.ave come down to us, answer the description in every par-
ticular. To use a legal phrase, — “ From the time wlzlet}?eof
the memory of man runneth not to the contrary,” two of
them have been accepted in the Church as having b,een co
posed by {Xpostles, and two, by companions of Apostles "
Unless it can be shown that when Justin wrote there. were
other Memoirs of Christ tat will answer 1o /zz'.c}descrzptz'on
3

our four Gospels and no others were i
. ere intended. g
any besides these? Here there

! The quotations from Justin Martyr are fro
Nxﬂcene Christian Library, edited by Rogerts and ‘];o:a(.)l]c;sii o the Ante-
: See post, c. 7, note 14. p. 42. .
‘ For from Jerusalem there went out into
number, * * who proclaimed to every rac
Christ to teach all the word of God”

the world men, twelve in
e of men that they were sent by
(Ap. ¢ 39). “And by those

hich ; me among all nations by th
Apostles” (d6id. c. 42). “His Apostles going forth from Jeru':alen:

t;jﬂr;.::he.ct!heverywhere " (dbdd. c. 45.) “And further there was a certain
i wi : us ‘v‘vhose name was John, one of the Apostles of Christ”
o i.m:utgj. . h}?"orfas he (Abraham) believed the voice of God, and it
© him for righteousness, in like manner we, havi eli
’ 2 , ing believed
glzd;rzox:etspzken by the Apostles of Christ, and promulgatedgto us by
phets, have r i
i vy enounced even to death all the things of the world
4 ‘e .
o Thtf1 w'nte.r of Ba.rnabas, in quoting as in Matthew xx, 16, had used
au forltau:we Latin formula (47 is written) for quotations from Script-
ure, as follows: *“ Let us beware lest we be found, as it is written, * Man
are called but few are chosen’” (£p. of Bar. c. ¢). ’ d
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CHAPTER V.
QUOTATIONS AND CITATIONS.

THE apparent or seeming use of our Gospels by Justin and
his contemporaries is a fact of great weight in determining
whether they are the “ Mcmoirs ” referred to by him.

According to the Indexes of Texts by the learned editors
of the Ante-Nicene Christian Library, John’s Gospel is
quoted or cited, twice in Barnabas, once in Diognetus, twice
in Hermas, once by Justin, and once by Papias. Mark is
quoted or cited, once in Barnabas, twice by Clement, three
times by Justin, and once by Polycarp: Acts is quoted or
cited once in Barnabas, once by Clement, once by Justin, and
four times by Polycarp: Luke is quoted or cited three times
in Barnabas, three times by Clement, once in Hermas, four-
teen times by Justin, and twice by Polycarp: and Matthew is
quoted or cited six times in Barnabas, five times by Clement,
twice in Diognetus, nine times in Hermas, forty-seven times
by Justin, and seven times by Polycarp.

As to citations, passages deemed such by one, may have
been overlooked or regarded differently by another, so that

there is not an entirc agreement as to the number of cita-
tions, 7. e. of allusions or references that are not quotations.
And it should be understood that in the gquwofations, the
books from which they are taken are not stated, except
that Justin indicates that /s, in general, are from the
“ Memoirs.” Their agreement with our Gospels is some-
times literally exact, quite often it is otherwise; and not
unfrequently two or three passages are séemingly blended,
'as if the author were quoting from memory and giving the
sense, merely.

It will be sufficient for the purposes of the argument to give
examples (except as to thc Fourth Gospel) only from Justin,
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and to omit /Zis quotations from Matthew and Mark, since

they are so numerous and not a few of them of considerable
length. Of his references, Rev. Mr. Wright says!: «Upon
examination it is found that of the one hundred and twenty
or more allusions which Justin makes to the Gospel history,
nearly all coincide as to substance with the statements of
cither Matthew or Luke. Of the sixty or seventy apparently
direct quotations, ten are exact, twenty-five are only slightly
variant, while there are thirty-two in which the variation is
considerable. But in respect to variations from the original
in quotation, it should be remembered that familiarity often
leads to carelessness with regard to minute points. Justin,
himself, out of one hundred and sixty-two quotations from
the Old Testament, has only sixty-four exact, while forty-four
are slightly variant, and fifty-four decidedly so.”

If the reader, with the New Testament in hand, will make
a comparison in the examples which will be given, he can
form his own judgment, which it is conceived, will be no
doubtful one. The substantial agreement is very striking even
when the language is not identical,

JUSTIN FROM ACTS.

¢ He was taken up into heaven while they beheld.” (Res., c.
9.) Actsi.g.

FROM MARK.

“But is it not absurd to say that these members will exist after
the resurrection from the dead, since the Saviour said, ¢ They
neither marry nor are given in marriage, but shall be as the
angels in heaven.’” (Res., c. 2.) Mark xii. 23,

‘“ And that we ought to worship God alone, he thus persuadeth
us: ‘The greatest commandment is, “Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve with all thy heart,
and with all thy strength the Lord God that made thee.’” ” (Ap.
c. 16.) Mark xii. 30. ,

* He says, ‘I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.’”” (Res., c. 8.) Mark ii. 17.
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FROM LUKEL.

The first three are parts of long quotations from the Sermon on
the Mount, principally as in Matthew (Ap. cc. 15, 16) Luke vi. :
28 ~ 36 and Matthew vi.

4. “We arc persuaded that every man ... will render
account according to the power he has received from God, as
Christ intimated when he said, ¢ To whom God has given more,
of him shall more be required.’” (Ap. c. 17.) Luke xii. 48.

5. ‘¢ And the angel of God who was sent to the same virgin at
that time brought her good news, saying, ¢ Behold, thou shalt
conceive of the Holy Ghost, and shall bear a son, and he shall be
called the Son of the Highest. And thou shalt call his name
Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins,” as tkey wiho
have recorded® all that concerns our Saviour Jesus Christ have
taught, whom we believe since by Isaiah also, whom we have
now adduced, the Spirit of prophecy declared that he should be
born as we intimated before.” (Ap. c. 33.) Luke i. 32, and Mat-
thew i. 2r1.

6. ¢ As our Lord himself says, ¢ He that heareth me, heareth
him that sent me.””” (Ap. c. 63.) Luke x. 16.

7. * And again in other words he said, ¢I give unto you power
to tread on serpents, and on scorpions and on scolopendras, and
on all the might of the enemy.’”” (Dial. c. 76.) Luke x. 19.

8. ““For he exclaimed before his crucifixion: ¢ The Son of
Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the scribes and
pharisees and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.’”
(Dial. c. #6.) Luke ix. z2. .

9. ¢ Just as our Lord also said: ¢ They shall neither marry nor
be given in marriage, but shall be equal to the angels, the children
of the God of the resurrection.’” (Dial. c. 81.) Luke xx. 35, 36.

0. ¢“ For he taught usto pray for our enemies also, saying,
‘love your enemies; be kind and merciful as your heavc.:nly
Father’ is, for we see that the Almighty God is kind and merciful,
causing his sun to rise on the unthankful and on the. righteous,
and sending rain on the holy and on the wicked.”” (Dial. c. ¢6.)
Luke vi. 36, and Matthew v, 45.

1. ‘“But the Virgin Mary received faith and joy, when. the
angel Gabriel announced the good tidings to her that the Spirit of
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the Lord would come upon her and the power of the Highest
would overshadow her; wherefore also the Holy Thing begotten
of her is the Son of God; and she replied, *Be it unto me
according to thy word.”” (Dial. c. 100.) Luke i. 35, 38,

12. ““For when Christ was giving up his spirit on the cross he
said: ‘¢ Father, unto thy hands I commend my spirit,” as 7 Lave
learned also from the Memoirs.” (Dial. ¢. 105.) Luke xxiii. 46.

13. ““He says, ‘The children of this world marry and are
given in marriage ; but the children of the world to come neither
marry nor are given in marriage, but shall be like the angels in
heaven.’”” (Res., c. 3-) Luke xx. 34, 35, 36.

I4. “ And wishing to confirm this, when his disciples did not
know whether to believe he had truly risen in the body, and were
looking upon him and doubting, he said to them, ¢ Ye have not
yet faith, see that it is I,’ and he let them handle him, and
showed them the prints of the nails in his hands. And when
they were by every kind of proof persuaded that it was himself
and in the body, they asked him to eat with them, that they might
thus still more accurately ascertain that he had in verity risen
bodily ; and he did eat honeycomb and fish. And when he had

thus shown them that there js truly a resurrection of the flesh, and
wishing to show them this also, that it is not impossible for flesh
to ascend into heaven (as he had said that our dwelling place is
in heaven), ¢ He was taken up into heaven while they beheld,’ as

he was in the flesh.” (Res., c. 9.) Luke xxiv. 38,39, 40, 41, 42,
43, and Acts i. .

Before presenting Justin, from the Fourth Gospel, the use
of this Gospel by his contemporaries will be considered.

In Barnatas (c. 6) it is said that “ He was to be manifested
in flesh and to sojourn among us.” (Com. John i, 14.) It
is also said in ¢ 12, in effect, that the brazen serpent was a
type of Jesus. (Com. John iii, 14~18.) Another passage in
C. 7, although not cited by the editors, is, “ Because they shall
- see him then in that day having a scarlet robe about his body

down to his feet ; and they shall say, ‘is not this he whom we
once despised and pierced and mocked and crucified?’” This
#2ay have had reference to what is recorded enly in John, as
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Apollinaris,® bishop of Hierapolis (czz. A.D. 170), a.fterwa;d
wrote: “The Son of God, péerced in the sacr.ed side, w 0
shed forth from his side the two things again cleansing,
nd blood, word and spirit.” '
waItr?rZ;z’ognetus, ¢. 6, it is said that “ Christiansﬂdwell in tge
world yet are not of the world.” (Com. John xvii. 11,'14,. I .,),
In c. 11 it is said, “ This is he who was from the begmmng.
(Com. John i. 1); and in the same chapt.er, “For who ;ilxatr:l (1;
rightly taught and begotten by.the lov'mg Word, wou1 1
seek to know accurately the things which have been ¢ Ve\;tr g
shown by the Word to his disciple’:’s, to whom tl.le Iog)
being manifested has revealed therrf. (Com. John i. 14,li h
There is but a single guofation in this eloquent Letter, V}\;) c
is as in First Corinthians viii. 1, “ Knowledge puffeth up,
: 12
bu};ﬁfiﬁf: till.)eaks of Christ as the door, but the ﬁglru're dls
often used in Hermas, as, ¢ You saw, he added, the. mu txtu.de
who were building the tower? I saw them, sir, I sald.
Those, he said, are all glorious angels, and by Fhi;n asccrtl)l;’ f—
ingly is the Lord surrounded. And the gate 1sI e 0ther
God. This is the one entrance': to tl.le Lord. In novg her
way, then, shall any one enter mto. him except throuu.S s
Son.” (Simil. ix. 12.) John x. ThlS. book of He;mag 1ivcs
allegory in which an angel, in the guise of a shep e}x; l,dg e
instruction in the doctrines and duties .that were he faom
required by the Church. It has not a single qu.olgiont 1; "
either the Old or New Testament. But‘ as Dr. Char rxand
“ Canonicity ” (p. 137) well says: ‘f The ‘chgmty, ml’sswn,hind
sufferings of God's Son are prominent in Hcrmas” teaching,
aad remind us of the Fourth Gospc'al at every turn. ound i
The supposed quotation by Papias, Fragment 5.( ou::*: .
Irenzus), “In my Fathcr: hous*e arc many mansions,
iven in a previous chapter.
be;:zill\i;::, accgrding to Hippo-lytus, used as ;'>‘roof-te>£;-s thoe.:
exact passages found in John i. 9 and John ii 4. ipp
* Chap. 3. p. 16. note 2.
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lytus first records the comments of Basilides on the sentence
in Genesis, Let there be light, and then proceeds as follows:
‘““And this, he says, is what is said in the Gospels, ‘The true
light which lighteth every man which cometh into the world.’
And that each thing, he says, has its own seasons, the Sav-
iour is a sufficient witness when he says, ‘ My hour is not yet
come.’” Those who deny that these quotations* were by
Basilides, claim that Hippolytus sometimes mixes up the opin-
ions of the master of a school with those of his followers,
and so it is not certain that Basilides used these texts. The
learned author of “Canonicity,” recently published, p. 173, de-
clares that the difficulties in the way of ascribing those quota-
tions to any other than Basilides, are “enormous,” The reason-
ing of Matthew Arnold®(who is quite far from being rigidly or-
thodox) is so conclusive that we give the substance of it : «If
we take all the doubtful cases of the kind and compare them
with our present case, we shall find that it is not one of them.
It is not true that here where the name of Basilides has just
come before, and where no mention of his son or of his dis-
ciples has intervened since, there is any such ambiguity as is
found in other cases. . . . The author in general uses the
formula, according to them, when he quotes from the school,
and the formula, /e says, when he gives the dicta of the
Master. And in this particular case he manifestly quotes the
dicta of Basilides, and no one who had not a theory to serve
would ever dream of doubting it. Basilides, therefore, about
the year one hundred and twenty-fivg of our own era, had be-
fore him the Fourth Gospel.” :

The Epistles of Ignatius, whether the longer or shorter or
Syriac, may be of too doubtful genuineness, or rather, the
extent as to which they are genuine is too doubtful to be

relied upon, although some of them contain numerous quota-
tions. '

! The Logic of Christian Evidences. By G. Frederick Wright, Ando-
ver, A.D. 1880, p. 190.

* Or, as Dr. Abbott translated it, as '‘ those who have written Memoirs
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of all things concerning our Saviour Jesus Christ, whom we believe,” etc.
Fourth Gospel, p. 21. o

3 As quoted (p. 43) in The Supernatural Origin of Christianity. By
George P. Fisher, Professor of Church History in Yale College (A.D.
1870).

* Judge Waite does not even refer to these quotations except to quote
from Dr. Davidson in respect to Basilides in general, that ** His supposed
quotations from the New Testament in Hippolytus are too precarious to be
trusted.” He does not seem to have known anything of Professors Arnold
and Fisher, or Dr. Abbot, not to mention other very respectable writers
within the last ten years, who have regarded the use of the Fourth Gospel
by Basilides as sufficiently attested. See also note 5. .

& Keim (whom the learned Edersheim calls the greatest of negative
critics) comes to the same conclusion. He also concedes that Justin, and
the Shepherd of Hermas, and the Epistle of Barnabas, use this Gospel.
This Epistle, he says, was written at the time of the building of the temple
under Adrian, about A.D. 120; and he maintains that the fourth Gospel
was written in the beginning of the second century, the time of the Em-
peror Trajan, in whose reign John is said by Irenmus to have been still
alive, therefore about A.D. 110~-115. The first Epistie of John, he thinks,

. was written before the fourth Gospel by the same author. While Keim is

to be greatly commended for these admissions according to tl}e undo&xbted
facts they leave him not an inch of ground upon any historical basis for
his denial of John’s authorship, He considers successively persons sug-
gested as possible authors, John the Presbyter, Appollos, Gaius, and re-
jects them, saying, *The results of our inquiry amount simply to this:
the Gospel was published in the beginning of the second century. under
the name of the Apostle John, by one who was well acquainted with the

- Holy Land, a Jewish Christian, but liberal and friendly towards the Gen-

tiles, probably one of the Jewish Dispensation in Asia Minor . . . . QOur
author wrote in the righteous conviction that the Apostles, that John
would have written thus had he been living at that time.” (A most im-
potent conclusion of so much labor and learning!) Keim’s Jesu v. Naz.
.Vol. L., pp. 186-232. See also post, p. 49, note 6,
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CHAPTER VI,

JUSTIN'S USE OF THE FOURTH GOSPEL.

CHRIST's pre-existence, not declared in the other Gospels, is
frequently referred to by Justin.! John alone calls Jesus the
Word ; Justin often refers to him as such. Justin regards
the elevation of the brazen serpent in the wilderness .as typi-
cal® of the crucifixion. He says it denoted salvation to those
who flee for refuge to him who sent his crucified son into the
world ; the idea of God's sending his Son into the world is
peculiar to John. The descent of the Holy Spirit in the form
of a dove, at the baptism of Jesus, is mentioned only in the
First and Fourth Gospels. Justin (Dial. c. 88) says that when
Jesus “came out of the water, the Holy Ghost lighted on
him like a dove, as the Apostles of this very Christ of ours
wrote.”  Justin (Dial. c. 88) cites, as the words of John the
Baptist, “I am not the Christ, but the voice of one crying.”

This declaration, “ I am not the Christ,” and this application
to himself of the language of Isaiah, are attributed to the
Baptist only in John (John i. 20, 23, and iil. 28). Hilgen-
feld, the latest representative of the Tubingen skeptical
school, recognizes?® here the use of the Fourth Gospel by
Justin. And Dr. Ezra Abbot, following Professor Drum-
mond, gives twenty4 instances (including the express quo-
tation) of the apparent or seeming use of this Gospel by
Justin,

The express. quotation as in John iii. 3, 5, is as follows:
“For Christ also said, ¢ Except ye be born again ye shall not
enter into the kingdom of heaven.’ Now, that it is impos-
sible for those who have once been born to enter into their
mothers” womb is manifest to all.” (Ap. c. 61.) This is as
translated in the Ante-Nicene Christian Library. Dr. Abbot
(p. 29) translates it « Except ye be born again, ye shall in
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no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew Ar-
nold, “ Except ye be born again ye shall not enter into the king-
dom of heaven.” Our common version is, « Except a man be
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God ;" and in verse
5, “ Except a man be born of water and the Spirit he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.” The revised version, “ Ex-
cept a man be born anew,” or “from above” (margin), he
cannot see the kingdom of God.” There is a substantial
agreement in the quotation with John’s Gospel, and unmis-
takable reference to the interview with Nicodemus, which is
found only in John. The most razional inference is that it
was from that source.

Justin, in this quotation, was as definite as when (Ap. c. 32)
he wrote: “Moses then, who was the first of the prophets,
spake in these very words, ‘The sceptre shall not depart
from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until he
come for whom it is reserved; and he shall be the desire
of the nations, binding his foal to the vine, washing his
robe in the blood of the grape’” (Com. Gen. xlix. 10, I1.)
He does not state where the passage is to be found, and its
divergence from Genesis is greater than the difference in the
language of Jesus, as quoted by Justin and recorded by John.

Justin, in quoting from the Old Testament, usually gives
the name of the prophet, dut nothing more; just as he gives
this quotation as the language of Christ. He writes Moses
said, or [saiak said, and he also writes Christ said,

Theother Apostolic Fathers, in their quotations.from the Old
Testament, do not usually give the name of the prophet, but
only, “It is written,” “ God said,” “The Spirit saith,” “The
Scripture saith,” and often only “saith,” “ The Scripture” in
such cases being implied. And, as a rule, they do not quote
with literal accuracy or a near approximation to it.

It has been objected, that if this quotation was actually
from the Fourth Gospel, more than a single quotation from it
should be expected. Let this be tested by the four epistles
confessed to be genuine. There is not a single quotation
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by Justin from eitier of these acknowledged epistles, and it
is doubtful if there is a single reference to them, certainly not
in his Apology.

Nor is this all. The epistle to the Galatians (aind Renan
says, “ Thanks to the Epistle to the Galatians!”) is not re-
ferred to in any way by Clement, or in Barnabas, or Her-
mas ; nor First Corinthians in Barnabas or Hermas (and but
once in Diognetus) ; nor Romans in Hermas ; nor Revelation
in Barnabas, or Diognetus, or Polycarp, and but once by
Clement.

To account for Justin’s silence, it has been imagined, with-
out the slightest evidence, that Justin was ‘‘anti-Pauline.”
But how are the omissions by other writers to be accounted
for? How did it happen that Clement made no reference to
Galatians? It was not from hostility, certainly, for he speaks
of “The blessed Apostle Paul.” Yet writing this epistle
from the church at Rome, to the church at Corinth, he has
but a single quotation from Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, and
but a single quotation from Paul's First Epistle to the Cor-
inthians, and #o reference to Galatians.

The wellknown distinction of everyday application in

courts of law and elsewhere, between positive and negative

evidence, is to be kept in mind. Whether John’s Gospel
would be quoted by any writer acquainted with it, might dec-
pend entirely upon his object in writing ; and so of Galatians,
or any of the books of the New Testament. While a single
undoubted quotation proves the existence of that which is
quoted from, non-quotation may prove nothing at all.

Justin apparently has one quotation from the Fourth Gos-
pel, with many implied references to it. But if there were
neither the one nor the other, to infer his ignorance of that
Gospel from his silence would be just as sensible as to infer
that a lawyer had never heard of Blackstone, or Kent, or
Story, because he has not quoted from them.

If Justin in his Apology quoted once from Mark, and once
from John, and not at all from Acts, or Revelations, or Paul’s
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Epistles, it was because his subject did not call for any use of
those writings, beyond the use which he made of Mark and
John. And if (as was apparently the fact) he quoted Luke
six times and Matthew eighteen times in his Apology, it was
doubtless because Matthew better served his purpose, or was
more firmly fixed in his memory, from his having been born in
Palestine, where Matthew’s Gospel was published.

A like explanation accounts for the fact that the Fourth
Gospel is not quoted by Polycarp in his Epistle to the Philip-
pians. Neither does he quote or cite from Revelations.

The result so far is this: The Fourth Gospel, apparently,
is quoted by Basilides, and Justin, and Papias; and, in addi-
tion, there are many implied references to it. There is about
the same amount of evidence in respect to Mark and the book
of Acts. The evidence accumulates as to Luke’s Gospel,
and from Matthew, the quotations and citations become very
numerous.

That these quotations and citations were forgeries is an
idea that cannot be seriously entertained by anybody. There
were originals from which the quotations were taken; and
presumptively, those originals were the ““ Memoirs ’ so often
referred to by Justin; and presumptively our Gospels were
those Memoirs, since they answer the description. And
unless it can be shown that other writings tat will answer
the description were then extant, this presumption is well nigh
conclusive.

‘Ap. cc. 5, 23, 32, 42, 50, 53, 63 ; Dial. cc. 48, 57, 68, 6, 85, 100, 10I.

® Ap. c. 6o: Dial. cc. 7, 94, 140.
3 Abbot, p. 45; Fisher, p. 39; Sears, ‘‘ The Heart of Christ ” (A.D. 1873),

Pp: 46-67.
4 Abbot, pp. 40-50.
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CHAPTER VII.
NO OTHERS PROVED.

THE latest work in this country which denies the genuine-
ness of our Gospels, is “The History of the Christian
religion to the year two hundred.” (Chicago, 1881.) The
author says it is the result of an investigation extending
through several years, two of which were spent in the library
of congress, “which is peculiarly rich in the department of
biblical literature.” He claims that his volume “will be
found to be the most complete record of the events connected
with the Christian religion during the first two centuries,
which has ever been presented to the public.” He shows no
lack of ability or disposition to make as strong a case as
possible against our Gospels. And he understands the issue.
For, he says, the question what Gospels were used by Justin,
“is of the highest importance.” In this work, then, if
anywhere, should there be proof of otker writings than our
Gospels, that will meet the requirements of the case. But
what do we find? It gives a list of “forty Gospels,” before
the decree of Pope Gelasius, A.D. 494. The only marvel is
that the list is not longer. The greater portion are the now
extant Apocryphal Gospels, Acts, and Revelations, which
may be found in Vol. XVL, of the Ante-Nicene Christian
Library. Much confusion, says! Dr. Ezra Abbot, has arisen
from the fact that the term “Gospel” was in ancient times
applied to speculative works which gave the writer’s view of
the Gospel, ‘7. ¢, of the doctrine of Christ, or among the
‘Gnostics, which set forth their gnosis; e g, among the
followers of Basilides, Hippolytus tells us, “The Gospel is
the knowledge of supermundane things.” Of all the Apocry-
phal Gospels, Samuel Ives Curtiss, the well-known German
“professor in the Chicago Theological Seminary, writes 2 —
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¢« T ghall not waste any ink or paper to prove thrf\t the Protfz-
vangelium, the Gospel of the Infancy, the Acts of Pilate, etc.,- in
their present forms as known to us and as quoted by ;]’udge Wztl‘te,
arose at a later period than our canonicaI‘Gospels. ce A
knowledge of the original sources and the literature of 'the subject
would have saved him from this pitiful blunder. I 51m.ply ref’er
to Professor Lipsius’ article on the Apocryphal Gospels, in Smith
and Wace’s Dictionary of Christian Biography, London, 1880,
Vol. IL., pp. 700, seg. ; and Holtzmann’s Aps:cryphon des Neuen
Testaments, in Schenkel’s Bible Lexicon, Leipzig, 1869, Vol. L.,
pp. 170 seg. As neither of these articles are by orthodox men, or
by those who have the slightest bias toward orthodoxy, they are
calculated to inspire confidence in persons of every shade of b.ehef
or disbelief. Both are authorities; Meyer’s Cc.mversatlons-
Lexikon says of Professor Lipsius, of Jena, that he is one of the
most eminent scholars in Germany.” (See note 2. p. 41.)

With this concurring judgment of the most eminent
scholars, not much time should be spe':nt upon these
Apocryphal books. But a singlfa quotation is gwecrll lgy
Judge Waite that is claimed by him .to have been made by
Justin from either of them. And this (although not to be
found in any siugle passage in our Gospels) may be .gather'ed
from different passages, which would be in keeping with
Justin’s mode. It corresponds quite nearly, though nc.>t pre-
cisely, with a par#® of the description in the Protevangelium of
the announcement to Mary. But this no more proves the
use of the Protevangelium by Justin than it proves the use of
Justin's Apology by the writer of the Protevangelium. Asxc.le
from this quotation, there are a few facts stated by Justin
that are claimed, by some persons, to have been taken from
the Apocryphal Gospels. One is, that ]e?sus made ploufghs
and yokes, which Justin of course would infer, from the fact
that it was a part of the business of a carpenter to n3ake
ploughs and yokes. Another is, that Jesus was born in a
cave. Dr. Thompson, says?, “It is not impossﬂ?le, to say the
least, but that the apartment in which our Saviour was born
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was in part a cave. I have seen many such, consisting of
one or more rooms in front of and including a cavern, where
the cattle were kept.” Justin, who was a native of Judea,
added a circumstance well known from tradition, which Luke
did not think it of consequence to mention, that the manger
was in a cave, 7, e., that the stable in which was the manger
was in a cave. He had no occasion to resort to books for
such a fact. Another is, that Justin refers the Roman
Emperor to “Acts of Pilate” as affording evidence of what
he had stated concerning Christ’s crucifixion, and the miracles
which he had performed. According to the usual course,
Pilate should have made a report of the crucifixion. It is
supposed that he did, and that it was lost or destroyed.
Justin appeals to it, as if then in the archives of the govern-
ment. Whether he was well or ill informed upon the subject,
the document to which he appeals, clearly was not understood
by him to be one of the “Memoirs” of Christ, “drawn up”

by an Apostle, or a “companion” of an Apostle. Nothing

purporting to be Pilate’s report is extant. The Apocryphal
book, known as the Gospel of Nicodemus or Acts of Pilate,
does not purport to contain® any such report. Awother is,
that Justin says that Christ was of the House of David; a
fact which . Jesus himself had declared® and which is also
referred to, in Acts. The only remaining fact, in respect to
the alleged use of the Protevangelium, is in relation to the
census. It is claimed that Justin and the Protevangelium
agree that it was only to be taken in Judea. . But Justin does
not so state. It also happens, that while Justin makes men-
tion of Cyrenius, the Protevangelium only says, “ And thére
was an order from the Emperor Augustus that all in Beth-
lehem of Judea should be enrolled,” saying nothing of Cyre-
nius. This is followed by an absurd and worthless story of
occurrences, by the way. Justin has two references to the
census, which will be found in the note®, Justin, in stating

that there was a census in Judea, does not exclude the idea
that it was more general.

-~
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Judge Waite, following the anonymous author of “The
Supernatural,” and others, also claims that Justin's statement
that at the baptism of Jesus “a fire was kindled in the

Jordan,” must have been taken either from the “ Gospel of

the Hebrews,” or the “Preaching of Paul.” As to the
former (as he gives the translation from a fragment from
Jerome) it is, that, “certainly there shone around the p{ace a
great Zight)” which is not what Justin said. There is no
evidence from any quarter that this “ Gospel of the Hebrews”
was in existence (other than as Matthew’s Gospel was in exi§-
tence), when Justin wrote. Nor is there any evidence that it
was in use, at any period, except among the Nazarenes (a
small Judaizing sect of Christians), and the Cerinthians, and
Ebionites, two heretical sects. The very authorities quote.d
to prove its existence, clearly show that it was never in
general use, or accepted by the churches generally. Ne1th<?r
the work itself, nor Jerome's translation of it, has been in
existence for centuries. From what is known of it, it seems
to have been? the Hebrew Gospel of Matthew, “not entire

and perfect, but corrupted and curtailed.” It omitted the

first two chapters. Some of the corruptions show its true
character®® so far as it varied from Matthew’s Hebrew Gospel;
for as Papias wrote, and the Fathers generally believed,
Matthew first composed his Gospel in the Hebrew dialect.

“The Preaching of Paul” was less known, and even of less

" account, than the other. Judge Waite says (p. 229) that it
_ “was referred to by Lactantius and others, and was generally

known in the second century.” But he furnishes no evidence
of it, and Lactantius died about A.D. 325. As to its contents,
Judge Waite only says that “It contained references Fo the
Sybilline writings ; also to the fire in Jordan at the time of
the baptism of Jesus.” There is no good reason to suppose
that it was exfant when Justin wrote ; and most certainly, it
was never received by the churches generally. Eusebius
does not seem to have known anything of it, unless to
reject it as spurious. He says (Book IIL, c. 25): “ Among
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11;:}())?;);151, ,rr;uilt bhe numbered both the books called ¢ The
fos o B ,  and that called ‘Pastor,” and ‘ The Revelation
- Eusebius also is equall i
called the * Gospel a?:corc)l’illgo:: lll’ztczg"agz'ill‘rlllztt tlt};)(i:sgf(z}duCti(l>2
z\;ai(s{er:fe;;ec}sti)hbyf]ustin in the passage before consoifll::ied
@ was.b ’Sém e ]z;ct 2o be proved. The first mention of
N y > Lpl?n X who- became Bishop of Antioch A.D
i i,t am):) nyv ‘hriss Z te}i jus‘tm wrote. He found a few copieé
Gospel o ?t B to; » which he replaced, substituting Mark’s
N t,o o e reason that he found in it “many things
superadded to e i‘oun'd falth.of our Saviour; and some also
attachs k,nome (zltre c;re.lgn tc? it.” This dzshop seems to have

pad no knoy frog.r;ne of its existence till that time. It favored
the preten,ce o ts?rme of .whom it had come into his parish
The bretence hisad ertullian referred to it, and intended t(;
posert thar In b fa);) the GosPel of Mark was understood to
I anolzh of Peter for its original, has nothing to rest
R o veting uer pérversmn.of Tertullian’s meaning. The

P m:St - S”‘;(l)ir; [;s tl:)er:, ;grlr\;ir; v:ll:h such words in italics

;tstszlpted fﬁto be made of it : “The Geos:i(; \:lﬁilcchh N}Ilzrsk beel:

ki Whosles ?nt ;rﬂmra;lt‘to 1:1>veI " what i,f known as “ Peter's” Gag:el-

o whose Inte I;v[ arir tharl.< was.”” This forced construction’

would make Ma e 'mterpreter, not of Peter, but of thé

Not Strauss himssf(:)lrfnent;;ni\lf(:r? v:ﬁeby Stol:ne a? Feters So.

5 ] , author ot “

:a:sur?}i; ) s‘(: ’;r;tergreted Te'rtullian. What Tertt;fl?:nSWUSStré

N },)eter’s' th 9spel which Mark published is affirmed to

be Lt GO,S i asedmterpreter' Mark was.”” Marcion mutilated

ke » Gos fpar; l’(l)nJL}dge. Waite says, “Tertullian called him &

o, e Gosy o e in his day had .perverted his language as

Serapion (who I\jva's S;.) :ostetr?\pr:r:ll;e ltfel’}'dorse o e

izege;etlical, Tertulllian would no}t, ﬁavee;::allilaﬁz{esl;pt%re}fsed

ess expressive word than that which he applieda\tlz
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Marcion. Tertullian simply  meant, as Papias had written,
and the church believed, that Mark was Peter’s interpreter,
and in that sense Mark’s Gospel was Peter’s Gospel.
The next writer referred to for “Peter’'s Gospel” is Origen,
A.D. 230. Origen says: « There are some who say the
brethren of Christ were the children of Joseph by a former
wife, who lived with him before Mary; and they are induced
to this opinion by some passages in that whick is entitled
(the italics are ours) ‘ The Gospel of Peter,or the Book - of
James.’”" When it is' considéred that Origen, in most explicit
terms, declares that our four Gospels “are the only undis-
puted ones in the whole’ Church’ of God throughout the
world,” and that of these, “the second is according to Mark,
who composed it as Peter explained it to him, whom he also
acknowledges as his son in his General Epistle,” the per-
version of his language is apparent. Mr. Norton, whose
opinion, it is conceded, “is entitled to great weight,” upon a
.careful examination of the subject, believes that this “ Gos-
pel” was not a history or biography of Christ’s ministry at
all, but only a doctrinal® treatise.” Not a single fragment
of it has come dows to us. There is no evidence from any
quarter that it was generally received in the churches aZ any
period ; on the contrary, the evidence, so far as it goes, proves
that it was not sO received. It was the Gospel exclusively
used by the Ebionites,!s and neither Justin nor the majority
of Christians in his time were Ebionites. Its very suppres-
sion by Serapion is conclusive; and there is nothing to
impeach Eusebius’ judgment against " it. There is no evi-
dence that it was even in existence when Justin wrote, for
the mere fact of its being found by Serapion forty or fifty
years after is too remote. Hence, if Justin, in the paragraph
before quoted in chapter four, by “/Aim’” meant Peter, in-
stead of Christ (which we do mnot accept),! the Gospel of
Mark, which in a sens¢ was understood to be Peter’s, was the
one intended; and the true construction of the words in

question is of minor importance.

P ——
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Judge Waite has succeeded as well as any one, in his at-
tempt to find ot/zer writings than our Gospels, that w’ill meet the
nec.essxties of the case. Professor Lipsius, one of the most
eminent scholars in Germany, says,’ “ The attempt to prove
that Justin Martyr and the Clementine Homilies had one
extra-canonical authority common to them both, either in the
Gospel to the Hebrews or in the Gospel of St. Peter, has
altogether failed.” Of recent writers this side of the oc’ean
D.r..Ezra Abbot of Harvard College (who has alread “;
distinguished Continental reputation "), states,®® after a);hor-
ough examination of the whole subject, as some of the re-
sul'ts i “We have seen that there is no direct evidence of an
weight that Justin used either the * Gospel according to th)er
Hebreyvs’ (so far as this was distinguished from the Gospel
according to Matthew) or the ‘Gospel according to Peter.’
T'hat he should have taken either of these as the source O.f
hxs‘ quotations, or that either of these constituted the ¢ Me-
moirs’ read generally at public worship in the Christian
churches 'of his time, is in the highest degree improbable.”
« . “Still less can be said in behalf of the hypothesis th;t
any o.ther Apocryphal ¢ Gospel’ of which we know anythin
constituted the ¢ Memoirs, which he cites, if they were ofc;
book, or was included among them, if they were several.”

M.r. Rowe’s¥ judgment is, that the facts referred to by
Justin, but not recorded in the Gospels, stand to those which
are rec'orded, in the proportion of only four, to one hundred
and ninety-six. In other words, that all but four out of
about two hundred references, appear in the Gospels. “It is
rr.xarvellous,” he says, “ when we. consider the nearness of the
time when Justin lived to our Lord's ministry, that he should
have preserved so few incidents respecting it which vary

from those in our Gospels, rather than that those to which he
| %’xas. referre.d should present the slight variations they do; for
It 1s an interval within which traditionary reminiscences
must h‘rwg possessed all their freshness.”
VP, 16 of « Authorship of the Fourth Gospel,” etc. (1880).

.
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3 The Datly Inter-Ocean of Feb. 12, 1881. To the same effect, * The
Authorship,” p. 98, note 6; The Supernatural Origin of Christianity, by
George P. Fisher, D.D., Professor of Christian History in Yale College
(1870), p. 191-2; Origin, etc., by Prof. C. E. Stowe (1867), p- 185, ¢ 7.

3 ¢ And the ange! of God who was sent to the same virgin at that time,
brought her the good news, saying, ‘ Behold thou shalt conceive of the
Holy Ghost and shalt bear a son, and he shall be called the Son of the
Highest, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people
from their sins.’” After a dozen lines, the last clause is repeated as fol-
lows: * Wherefore, too, the angel said to the virgin, ¢ Thou shalt cnll his
name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins.’” The last clause
seems to have been transferred from Matthew by Justin. The Protevan-
gelium (c. 11) reads as follows: ‘“And she hearing, reasoned with her-
self, saying: Shall I conceive by the Lord, the living God? And shall 1
bring forth, as every woman brings forth? And the angel of the Lord
said : Not so, Mary; for the power of the Lord shall overshadow thee;
wherefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called
the Son of the Most High. And thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he
shall save his people from their sins. And Mary said: Behold the servant
of the Lord before his face; let it be unto me according to thy word, And
she made the purple and the scarlet and took them to the priest,” etc.
The account is preceded by the story that it had fallen to her lot to spin
purple and scarlet for the veil of the temple, and that when the angel
spake to her she was going with a pitcher to fill it with water. Itis not
easy to believe that Justin’s simple narrative came from such a source.

< The Land and the Book, by W. M. Thompson, D.D., twenty-five years
a missionary of the A. B. C. F. M., in Syria and Palestine, Vol. I, p. 503-
® The first part contains a graphic account of the trial and crucifixion.
At the trial witnesses are represented as appearing before Pilate and nar-

- rating different miracles which had been performed. Judge Waite devotes

condiderable space in comparing these accounts with the Gospel narra-
tives. He argues that the Apocryphal account must have been the earlier
one, because of its brevity, and because it does not include ¢/ the miracles.
‘Fhis is as if one should infer that the plea of the advocate, or the charge
of the judge, preceded the testimony, or the compendium, the history.

.8 Matt. ix. 27; xii. 23; xv. 32; Mark x. 47; xii. 35-7; Luke xx. 30-1;
x1. 6,1 xviil. 38~9; John vii. 42; Acts xiil. 23; Ro. 1. 3.

7 Protevangelium, p. 17; vol. 16, Ante-Nicene Christian Library, pp-.
18-1g.

8 Apology, c. 34. *‘ Now there is a village in the land of the Jews, thirt:~-
five stadia from Jerusalem, in which Jesus Christ was born, as you can
ascertain also from the registers of the taxing made under Cyrenius, your
first procurator in Judea.” Dial. ¢. 78. * Then he was afraid and did
not put her away; but on the occasion of the first census which was taken
in Judea under Cyrenius, he went up from Nazareth where he lived 1o
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Bethlehem, to which he belonged, to be enrolled; for his family was of
the tribe of Judah, which then inhabited that region.” Joseph was both
of the tribe of Judah, and of the house and lineage of David, and there is
no contradiction. It is to be noticed that the census is spoken of as the
Jirst census that was taken. Cyrenius, called then procurator, was after-
ward governor.

? See authorities in Note 2. p. 41, ante.

1° «“Now my mother, the Holy Ghost, took me by one of my hairs, and
brought me to the great mountain even Tabor.” “Jesus said unto him,
go sell all which thou possessest and divide among the poor, and come
follow me. But the rich man began to scratech kis head, and it did not
please him. Origin, eéc,, by Professor Stowe, p. 22.

! Abbott's Fourth Gospel, p. 78; Euscbius, b. 6, c. 12} b. 3, C. 25.

2 Abbott, etc., p. 79; Waite’s History, p. 11,

3 Abbott, ete., p. 104, Eusebius, b. 6, c. 12.

" The entire passage is as follows: ‘“And when it is said that he
changed the name of one of the Apostles to Peter; and when it is written
in the Memoirs of him that this so happened, as well as that he changed
the names of other two brothers, the sons aof Zebedee, to Boanerges, which
means sons of thunder; this was an announcement of the fact that it was he
by whom Jacob was called Israel, and Oshea called Jesus ( Joshua) under
whose name the people who survived of those who came from Egypt were
conducted into the land promised to the patriarchs.” The controversy is,
whether the personal pronouns * He” and * Him ” refer to Jesus, or whether
“Him" refers to Peter. Judge Waite says that Justih has ten times
‘‘Memoirs of the Apostles,” and five times, * Memoirs,” and not once,
‘*Memoirs of Christ.” It is true we do not find “ Memoirs of Christ.”
But confessedly the Memoirs intended were of or concerning Christ, and
not of or concerning the Apostles, or either of them. Justin used the
expression Memoirs of the Apostles just as we say the Gospel of John.
They were concerning Christ; he is the grand subject of discourse in all
Justin's writings. And in Ap. c. 33, Justin speaks of those * who have
written Memoirs of all things concerning our Saviour Jesus Christ.” In
the proper and highest sense they should only be spoken of as * Memoirs
of Christ.”

Judge Waitc, after the author of * The. Supernatural ” (p. 337), says, to
refer to the more distant antecedent is contrary to therule. The rule is of
but slight importance as compared to the whole scope. And to apply the
rile here, Peter would be the one who changed the names of the sons of
Zebedee; for Peter, and not Christ, would be the last antecedent.

' As quoted by Dr. Ezra Abbot, pp. g8, 99; see, also, Znter-Ocean of Feb-
ruary 12, 1881. }

18 Abbot, etc., P- 103, 104; Jnter-Ocean of February 12.

' Bampton Lectures for 1877, pp. 279, 281.
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CHAPTER VIIL
PRESUMPTION OF PERMANENCY.

IN general, says Mr. Phillips,! there is a presumption in favor
of the continuance of what is once proved to have existed.
It is a familiar principle of law, says Chief Justice Parker,
that a state of things once shown to exist is presumed to con-
tinue until something is shown to rebut the presumption.
This presumption, says Professor Greenleaf, is founded “on
the experienced continuance or permanency of longer or
shorter duration in human affairs. When, therefore, the ex-
istence of a person, a personal relation, or a state of things,
is once established by proof, the law presumes that the per-
son, relation, or state of things continues to exist as before,
until the contrary is shown, or until a different presumption
is raised from the nature of the subject in question.” With

" other examples of the application of this presumption, he

mentions opinions and religious convictiong: “ The gpinions
also of individuals, once entertained and expressed, and the
state of mind, once proved to exist, are presumed to remain

‘unchanged until the contrary appears. Thus, all the mem-

bers of a Christian community, being presumed to entertain
the common faith, no man is supposed to disbelieve the ex-

-istence and moral government of God, until it is shown from

his own declarations.” This presumption being founded in
reason and experience, is of universal application. It is not
conclusive, but stands * until something is shown to rebut it.”
It is the basis of Hume's argument against miracles, but
which he misapplies, making it conclusive instead of pre-
sumptive evidence. As a presumption, it is strictly applicable
to the question in hand, and will be found to have great force.
For, from this natural and reasonable presumption, it should
be taken, unless the contrary is proved, that the accepted
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“Memoirs ” of Justin's time #esmained in the churches. Hence
if we can ascertain with entire certainty w/az ¢ Memoirs”
were accepted in the churches in the year 180, and no evi-
dence of displacement and substitution appears, we shall have

most satisfactory evidence what “ Memoirs” were the ones in-
tended by him in his Apology.

! Phillips on Evidence, 4th Am. Ed., 640: 17 N. H.Rep., 409: 1 Green-
leaf on Evidence, §§ 41, 42.
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CHAPTER IX
THE MEMOIRS OF THE YEAR ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY.

THERE is undoubted proof that within forty years from the
time Justin wrote his First Apology, our Four Gospels (and
no others) with the Book of Acts, were universally received in
the church, as we now receive them. It comes from the writ-
ings of Agrippa Castor, Apollinaris, Bishop of Hierapolis,
Apelles, Athenagoras, Basilides, Celsus, Clement of Alexandria,
Eusebius, Heracleon, Irenzeus, Jerome, Marcion, Melito, Bishop
of Sardis, Origen, Panteenus, Polycarp, Serapion, Tatian, The-
ophilus, Tertullian, Valentine, The Letter of the Church of Vi-
enne and Lyons, and the unknown authors of the Clementine
Homilies, and the Muratori Canon— Christians, Gnostics,
Heretics, and Heathen, all concurring to prove universal recep-
tion, beyond a reasonable doubt. So strong is this proof that
even Strauss does not deny such reception by the end of the

* second century, and he admits that there is evidence of

an earlicr date. He says: “We learn from the works of
Irenzeus, of Clement Alexandrinus, and of Tertullian, that,
at the end of the second century after Christ, our Four
Gospels were recognized by the orthodox church as the
writings of the Apostles and the-disciples [companions]

. of the Apostles, and were separated from many other similar

productions, as authentic records of the life of Jesus. The
first Gospel, according to our Canonm, is attributed [i e.-
by the authors named] to Matthew, who is enumerated
among the twelve Apostles; the fourth to John, the beloved
disciple of our Lord ; the second to Mark, the interpreter of
Peter ;! and the third to Luke, the companion of Paul. We
have, besides, the authority of earlier authors, both in their
own works, and in quotations cited by others.” As a false
witness sometimes admits a part, the better to conceal what
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is more important, so Strauss admits a state of things as ex-
isting at the end of the century, that, beyond dispute, should
be carried back to a time at least twenty years earlier. Thus
Professor Fisher, in his exhaustive work, says of John’s Gos-
pel (which is conceded to have been the last) : “We choose
to begin? with the unquestioned fact of the universal recep-
tion of the Fourth Gospel as genuine in the last quarter of
the second century. At that time we find that it was held in
every part of Christendom to be the work of the Apostle
John. The prominent witnesses are Tertullian in North
Africa, Clement in Alexandria, and Irenzus in Gaul.” And
Professor Abbot 8 says : “I begin with the statement, which
cannot be questioned, that our present Gospels, and no
others, were received by the great body of Christians as
genuine and sacred books during the last quarter of the
second century.”

Theophilus of Antioch, as earlyas A.D. 180, not only quotes
from the Fourth Gospel, as Scripture, but names John as its
author, as follows :* “ As the Holy Scriptures, and all who
have the Spirit, teach us, among whom John says, ‘ In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God ;’ sig-
nifying that God alone was in the beginning, and that the
Word was in him. And then he says, the Word was God,
and all things were made by Him, and without him there was
not anything made.” Theophilus also wrote a Commentary
upon the Gospels. Before this time, also, our Gospels and
Acts had been included in a list® of canonical books
received in the churches. They were in their present
order, and, as far as their authorship is stated, are attrib-
uted to the persons whose names are now assigned to
.them. And before® this date, Celsus (who anticipated Strauss
by seventeen hundred years) had cited alleged contradictions
in the Gospels, and particularly as to there being one or two
angels at the sepulchre. He attempted to ridicule the idea
that blood and water came from Jesus’ side—a fact that is
-stated only in John. He refers to the fact that Christ
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“after his death arose, and showed the marks of his
punishment, and how his hands had been pierced.” Al-
though he does not mame the authors of the books, yet
his numerous quotations correspond with them, includ-
ing Luke and John. And in respect to all of the discrep-
ancies, etc,, he says: “All these things I have taken
out of your own books,” i, e. Scriptures. “We need,” says
he, “no after witness, for you fall upon your own swords.”
His work has not come down to us except as contained in
‘Origen’s writings, which, however, quote so fully from it, that
it is nearly reproduced. And ten years7 before this time,
Tatian, who had been a disciple of Justin (but after Justin’s
death became heretical), wrote a Commentary or Harmony
upon the Gospels. He called it Diatessaron, which means
the Gospel of the Four. The celebrated Syrian, Father
Ephraem, who died A.D. 373, wrote a commentary onit. Bar-
Salibi, who flourished in the last part of the twelfth century,
was also well acquainted with Tatian’s work ; and says that it
began with John i. 1: “/n the beginning was the Word.”
Before this date, Heracleon, a disciple of the Gnostic Valen-
tine, wrote a commentary upon the Fourth Gospel. The work
is known?® to us through many fragments, which Origen has
woven into his own commentary on the same Gospel.
Quotations from the canonical Gospels detween the periods
mentioned are very numerous. It is unnecessary to cite
them, or to give other specific proof of a state of things exist-
ing as early as 180, as shown by most incontrovertible evidence,
whatever doubt may be had as to some items of this evidence.
Indeed an earlier date might properly be assumed than that

. taken as the basis of our argument. Thus Dr. Charteris, in

his recent work, says, in view of all the circumstances : “ When
we pass the middle of the century, and come to the works of
Tatian, Athenagoras, and Theophilus (with a quotation by
name) we are out of the region of controversy.” (Canonicity,
Ixxxi.) There were a few persons called the Alogi, a nickname
having the double meaning of “deniers of the doctrine of the



48 MEMOIRS OF THE YEAR ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY.

Logos,” and “men without reason,” who denied John's .

authorship of the Fourth Gospel. They were probably a few?®
eccentric individuals, who attracted no attention, and none of
whose names are preserved. The fact that they appealed to
no tradition in favor of their views, denied John’s authorship
of the Apocalypse likewise, and absurdly ascribed both to
Cerinthus, whom no one supposes could have been their
author, shows that they were persons of no critical judgment,
They were outside of the churches of which Justin wrote. The
reception of the canonical Gospels, to the exclusion of all
others, was wniversal in those churches.

! Not the interpreter of ** Peter’s Gospel!” (Page 49-50, Vol. 1, of ¢ The
Life of Jesus,” etc., 1860).

% P. 39 of ** The Supernatural Origin of Christianity,” (1870), by Prof.
Fisher.

3 P. 13 of ** The Authorship of the Fourth Gospel ” (1880).

4 Letter to Autolycus, c¢. 22; A. N. C. L., Vol. IIL.,, p. 88; Strauss's
“Life of Christ,” p. 52; Waite’s Hist., pp. 302, 354; Stowe’s ‘¢ Origin,”
etc., p. 177; Fisher’s * Supernatural,” p. 130.

$ A fragment of this writing was discovered by the Italian scholar Mura-
tori, and from him is called the Muratori Canon. It is written in Latin,
but is supposed to have been first written in Greek. The first part of the
writing is wanting, so that it begins with Luke, which it calls the ** Third
book of the Gospel according to Luke.” It was found in the Ambrosian
Library, at Milan, in a manuscript containing extracts from writings of
Ambrose, Chrysostom, and others. It professes to give a list of the writ-
ings that are recognized in the Christian Church. Judge Waite (p. 412]
assigns A.D. 190 as its date. Prof. Curtiss says of it: ¢ Z%e most eminent
New Testament scholars in America, England and Germany, with a few
exceptions, hold that it was written in the last quarter of the second cen-
tury (the most setting the date at about 170-180 A.D.) Some of them are:
Prof. Ezra Abbot, of Harvard College; Drs. E. A. Abbott, Canon Wescott,
W. A. Sanday, Credner, Weiseler, Bleek, Reuss, Hilgenfeld, and many
others ” (Inter-Ocear, February 12, 1881). The Fragment contains inter-
nal evidence of the time when it was written. In reference to the ¢ Pastor”
it says: This ‘“ did Hermas write, very recently, in our times, in the city of
Rome, while his brother Bishop Pius sat in the chair in the church of
Rome.” Now Pius was Bishop from A.D. 142 to 157. Waite’s History,
p- 232.

® In reply to Judge Waite, who assigned A.D. 210 to Celsus, Professor
Curtiss says that *“ Dr. Keim, who belongseto the most liberal German
school, and who made a very careful investigation of the subject (Celsus
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Wahres Wort, Zurich, 1873), sets the date in the year 177 or 178*A.D.”
See also Smith and Wace’s Dictionary of Christian Biography, London,
1877, vol. 1, p. 436; Fisher, p. 42;  Heart of Christ,” by Edmund H.
Sears, 1873, p. 148; Abbott’s Fourth Gospel, etc., p.58. See also Sanday,
p- 262, and Canonicity, by Dr. Charteris, 1880, p. 369. Origen, in one
place, in answering his objections, speaks of him as‘‘a man long*since
dead, or ‘‘who no longer shares in the common life of men, but has long
since departed.” Origen Agninst Celsus, B. I, cc. 1, 8; A, N. C. L., Vol.
X. Dr. Keim adheres to the same opinion in a more recent work, in which,
speaking of the school of Baur, he says of the fourth Gospel: ‘It is ad~
mitted that the Gospel was in circulation about A.D. 160-170, and was
used by Athenagoras, Tatian, in all the spurious Epistles of Ignatius, by
Melito, Apollinaris, and Theophilus, and even by the heathen Celsus,
who, contemporaneously with Athenagoras, the apologist, before the im-
perial throne (176, 177), addressed his work, written in the interests of
peace, to the Christians!” ** Hist. of Jesus of Nazara,” by Dr. Theodor
Keim, translated by Arthur Ransom (1876), Vol. 1., p. 187. See also anve,
p. 29, note §.

T pp. 52, 53 of Abbot’s Fourth Gospel.

8 ¢ Tischendor('s Origin of the Four Gospels,” p. 89.

® Abbott's Fourth Gospel, pp. 18, 20; Fisher, p. 6.
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CHAPTER X
ASCENDING THE STREAM.

Now consider the tremendous force of the proved fact that,
within forty years of the time when Justin wrote his First
Apolbgy, we reach a period when it is no longer a debatable
question whether our Gospels are “the Memoirs " of Christ
which were read with the Prophets in city and country. The
presumption of comtinunance attaches. It has before been
proved beyond a reasonable doubt that, in the year one hun-
dred and forty, there were accepted Memoirs "’ of our Lord,
which were read with the Prophets in all the churches. There
is no evidence whatever that those Memoirs in the intervening
forty years were dropped and others substituted for them;
therefore it should be presumed that they were in the churches
in the year one hundred and eighty ; and the Memoirs in the
churches at this latter period are positively known and scen, to
have been the Canonical Gospels. They have come closer to
us, and in the nearer vision we are able to determine their
identity with the utmost certainty. And the natural pre-
sumption that there was no substitution within the short
interval of forty years, is immensely strengthened by the
difficulties attending any attempted substitution, —difficulties
so great that they must have left unmistakable evidence of
conflict upon the page of history. The churches were very
numerous, and occupied a territory of more than two thousand
miles in extent from Syria to Gaul. Each church had its
bishop or presbyter, and elders ; and in each church, once in
seven days, were the Memoirs of our Lord read with the
Prophets. There were hundreds who, from their own recol-
lections, and thousands who, from their parents or instructors,
at any given time within these forty years, had perfect knowl-
edge what Memoirs were thus read in the year one hundred
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and forty. Young men of twenty then, were only sixty, forty
years later. Was there a substitution in those forty years,
and these bishops, and elders, and thousands of communicants
every Sabbath of all ages, not know it; or knowing it had not
objected ; or objecting, and history have no record of it? Not
a few of these were educated men; and indeed all the bishops
and elders may be presumed to have been as well versed in the
accepted Gospels as in the writings of the prophets. It is to
be borne in mind that we are dealing now with the question
of substitution within the short period of forty years. A
score of names can be given of men living within that time or
immediately after, who, from their own recollection or from
others, must have had perfect knowledge of the whole subject :
Athenagoras, a philosopher at Athens about the year one
hundred and sixty; Caius, a presbyter at Rome about the
year two hundred ; Claudius Apollinaris, Bishop of Hierapolis,
cir. 173 ; Clement of Alexandria, who became the head of the
Alexandrian School in 187 ; Dionysius, Bishop of Corinth, who
died a martyr in 173; Hegesippus, the historian (whose
works are now lost), who died in 180; Hermas, who was
prominent toward the close of the century; Irenzeus, Bishop
of Lyons; Justin himself, whose martyrdom was as late as the
year 165; Leonides, the martyr; Melito, Bishop of Sardis;
the world-renowned Origen, son of Leonides; Pantenus;
Polycarp ; Polycrates, Bishop of Ephesus; Pothinus the pre-
decessor of Irenzus (and whose martyrdom was about 167);
Serapion, Bishop of Antioch; Tertullian, the eloquent Roman
lawyer of Carthage; Theophilus, the predecessor of Serapion;
and Victor, Bishop of Rome.

It may be said, and with truth, that the Fourth Gospel,
whenever introduced, came in not as a substitute, but as a
supplement. The evidence, however, is conclusive that by the
year one hundred and eighty, it had obtained as permanent a
footing as cither of the other Gospels. Its reception was as
hearty, and the tradition of its authorship as strong, as in
respect to the others, To infer that it was the forged product
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of the period now under consideration, or any other, is as if De
Soto had concluded that the mighty stream which he dis-
covered hastening to the Gulf, with deep and rapid current,
so wide that a man could scarcely be seen from shore to shore,
had its origin not in far-off lakes or mountains, but in some
miserable crocodile swamp of the country he was traversing,
and but just out of sight. And w/ko forged the Fourth Gos-
pel and imposed it as John'’s upon this score of persons, and
hundreds of others? Or did these men conspire together, to
deceive themselves, the churches, and the world? What
name has come down to us from #%az age, or any other, who
was capable of such an undertaking? What forger wrote
those discourses of Our Lord with Nicodemus? Or those
with the women of Samaria? Or those with his disciples on
the eve of his crucifixion? Or the parable of the good Shep-
herd? Or that memorable prayer recorded in the seventeenth
of John? That any sane mman should attribute either of these
to a criminal forger would be incredible, if we were not con-
fronted with the fact.  And what sort of a man was this forger
of the Fourth Gospel? We have Baur’s conception of him as
« A man of remarkable mind, of an elevated spirit, and pene-
trated with a warm adoring faith in Christ as the Son of God
and Saviour of the world!” And Baur thinks it easier to
believe (without proof) in the existence of this remarkable
genius and clevated character, who would Znvenz fictitious dis-
courses, falsely attribute them to the Christ whom he adored,
and forge the name of the beloved disciple, than to believe
with the whole body of the Christian Church, that the dis-
courses and utterances were those of our Lord!1 If John did
not write the Fourth Gospel, /o did? Not one of those
who deny his authorship, can give an answer to this question,
It is no answer to say that many in the second century be-
lieved that Hermas (whom Paul mentions in his Epistle to the
Romans), wrote the Pastor or Shepherd of Hermas. Such
was not the universal sentiment. The work was never gen-
erally received as Scripture, On the contrary, the author of
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the Muratorian Fragment, while placing the Four Gospels in
the list of canonical books universally received, says of “The
Pastor,” that it was written “very recently in our times" by
another Hermas, a brother of the Bishop of Rome, and that it
was read in “some of the churches,” not as Scripture but for
“ edification,” the same as the Epistle of Clement. It was
rejected by Tertullian, not only as Apocryphal, but as hurt-
ful.  Nor is it any answer, to say that the so-called Epistle of
Barnabas was early attributed to Barnabas the Levite. In
the first place, it is by no means certain that this tradi-
tion was unfounded. From the little we know of Barnabas,
it would be rash to conclude that he could not have written it.
If uninspired, he may have written just such a book. In the
second place, no one ascribed it to him till the time of Clement
of Alexandria, and it was ranked by Eusebius among the
“spurious "’ writings, which, however much known and read
in the church, were never regarded as authoritative. Eusebius
also places The Pastor Hermas in the list of writings whose
authorship is disputed. The Fourth Gospel rests upon an
entirely different basis. There was but ome tradition in
respect to it, and from our first knowledge of it, it was regarded
as authoritative, and its authorship was undisputed ; for the
slight exception of the few individuals, called the Alogi, is of
no account. It was included in the commentaries and har-
monies to which reference has been made; and such works
would not have been written until the books upon which they
were based had been long enough in the churches for a felt
need of commentaries upon them. It was quoted as Scripture
by Theophilus, and John its author was expressly named as
moved by the Holy Ghost. In the Muratori Canon, it was
placed as Scripture in the list of Canonical books, universally
received. And that it could not have come in after the year
one hundred and forty, or have been received unless it was
genuine, will be still more obvious from a more particular
consideration of some of those who accepted it. Pantaenus,
who was at the head of the Alexandrian school in the year
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one hundred and eighty, was (says Eusebius) distinguished
for his learning. Before his conversion he was a Stoic philos-
opher. After that, and before he became the head of the
Catechetical school, he travelled extensively as an Evangelist.
He went as far as the Indies, where he found that the Apostle
Bartholomew, who had preceded him, had left the Gospel of
Matthew in Hebrew. Pantaenus could not have been ignorant
of the ““ Memoirs,” which were accepted in Justin’s time, and
he lived until the year two hundred and twelve. We have no
divect evidence from /Lém; but Clement, his pupil and suc-
cessor, and noted for his learning, could not have been ignorant
of the opinions of Pantzenus; and from Clement there is the
strongest testimony. He flourished between A.D. 165 and
220, and became head of the Alexandrian School in A.D. 187.
Origen, his successor, with his great genius and acquirements,
and extensive travel, and from his father Leonides, and his
predecessors Clement and Panteenus, must have been fully
.informed of the “Memoirs” which were in the churches in
the year one hundred and forty. And he says, that he has
“understood from tradition, respccting the Four Gospels,
which are the only undisputed ones in the whole church of God
throughout the world,” that the first was by Matthew, the
second by Mark, “who composed it as Peter explained to
him,” the third by Luke, the companion of Paul, and “last of
all” John “who reclined upon the breast of Jesus,” has left
one Gospel, in which he confesses that he could write so
many that the whole world could not contain them.” Ter-
tullian, the celebrated lawyer, says, Of the Apostles, John
and Matthew published the faith to us.” In defending the
Gospel of Luke against the mutilation of the heretic Marcion,
he positively affirms that all the churches founded by the
Apostles accepted, not Marcion’s abridgment of Luke, but a
well-known form which had been “received from its first
publication;” and that the other Gospels had been received
from the same sources in authenticated copies. “In his
abundant writings,” says Norton,? “ there is not a chapter in
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the Gospels of Matthew, Luke and John, from which he does
not quote,” and from most of them his quotations are numer-
ous. Tertullian was born at Carthage about A.D. 160, and
from his conversion, about the year one hundred and eighty-
five, he entered with great earnestness and ability into a
vindication of Christianity, and the discussion of various ques-
tions connected with it. This able advocate could not have
been misinformed of the usages of the churches less than half
a century previous to the time when he entered upon his work.

The evidence of Irenwzus is still more conclusive. He was
born in Syria about A.D. 120, and he was therefore twenty
years old when Justin wrote. His teacher was Polycarp,
Bishop of Smyrna, and his immediate predecessor at Lyons
was Pothinus, Polycarp, at his martyrdom, was asked to
save his life by denying Christ. *“No,” he said, “eighty and
six years have I served him and he never did me any injury ;
how, then, can I blaspheme my King and my Saviour?”
Pothinus, at lis martyrdom, cir. 177, was more than ninety
years old. The lives of these two men reached far back into
the first century. They were at, or past, middle life when
Justin wrote, and presbyters of important churches; and it is
uttérly incredible that they should not have known what
«“ Memoirs” were read in their churches in Justin’s time.
And it is egually incredible that Irenzeus, the disciple of the one

.and the immediate successor in office of the other, and Aimself

twenty years old when Justin wrote, should not have been as
well informed upon this subject. Yet Irenzus quotes® from
our Gospels and Acts, as Scripture, ascribes their authorship
to Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and says that such was
the accepted tradition in all the churches. After referring to
the others, he says of the Fourth Gospel: “ Afterwards John,
the disciple of our Lord, the same that lay upon his bosom,

- also published the Gospel while he was yet at Ephesus, in

Asia” (Eu.v.8). And again¢: «All the Elders testify, who
were conversant with John, the disciple of our Lord, in Asia,
that he delivered these things.” About A.D. 180, in a treatise
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against heretics, he appeals to the canonical Gospels with as
much confidence that they are all well known and accepted by
Christians, as any would do at the present day. Tischendorf s
says the number of passages where Irenzus has recourse to
the Gospels is about four hundred, and about eighty of these
in John. Sanday® estimates the quotations from John in this
treatise at seventy-three. But Clement, and Origen, and
Panteenus, and Polycarp, and Pothinus, and Tertullian, were
not better informed upon this subject than Serapion, who so
promptly suppressed the heretical Gospel of Peter, or than
Theophilus, his immediate predecessor, and the first after
Papias (other than the author of the Muratorian Fragment) to
mention any of the four Gospels by name, or than the author of
this Fragment, or than many intelligent officers and members
of the numerous churches from the Euphrates to the Seine.

With such evidence and from such sources, and the entire
absence of any evidence of substitution, it may well be re-
garded as morally certain, that none occurred. What was
probable, from the seeming use of the Canonical Gospels by
Justin and his contemporaries, has become a moral certainty.
The Memoirs which, in the year one hundred and eighty, were
universally accepted, were the same that forty years before
were read with the Prophets, in city and country, in all the
churches every Sabbath day. Of this there can be no doubt.
The Memoirs of the year one hundred and eighty, were our
Caxonicar GospeLs; and the Memoirs of the year one hun-
dred and forty, were our CANONICAL GosPELs. And we take
our stand with Justin, with these Gospels in our hands,
only forty years from the death of John, the beloved disciple,
and at the close of a hundred years from the crucifixion of our
Lord. And still we ascend the stream.

! Wright's Logic, etc., p. 187, Tischendorf, p. 43

* Norton’s Genuineness of the Gospels, etc., Part IL ¢, 1; Wright, p. 187.

* Wright, pp. 188, 189, Tischendorf, p. 35.

* Stowe’s Origin, etc., p. 146.

* Origin, etc., p. 35; Wright, p. 18g.
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CHAPTER XL
STILL ASCENDING THE STREAM.

THE evidence thus far has proved beyond a reasonable
doubt that at the writing of Justin’s First Apology, the Ca-
nonical Gospels were read with the Prophets in city and coun-
try, on “the day called Sunday,” as authentic Memoirs of our
Lord. Assuming the date! of this Apology to have been
A.D. 138 or 139. the time was a little over one hundred years
from the Crucifixion, and less than eighty years from the
death of Mark and Luke, and all the Apostles other than
John, and only forty years from his death. How long were
these periods as they affect the argument from the universal
reception of the Gospels in Justin's time, and from the uni-
versal tradition in their favor which accompanied such recep-
tion? The writer has within two days (in April, 1881) met
with three persons who saw Lafayette on his visit to New
England in 1824. One of them distinctly remembers the
sentiment? which Lafayette gave at Concord, and another
shook hands with him. There were hundreds of Revolution-
ary soldiers present, some of whom the General recognized
and called by name, although he had not seen their faces for
more than forty years. This was in 1824. Whittier's poem
describes one of these soldiers, as he now remembers him, at
the time of Monroe's tour in 1817, sixty-four years ago:

“ Once a soldier, blame him not,
That the Quaker he forgot,
When to think of battles won,

+And the red coats on the run,
Laughed aloud Friend Morrison.”

And throughout the country there are thousands now living ¥

* Rev. Simeon Parmelee, D.D., celebrated his one hundredth birthday
at the house of his son-in-law Hen. E. J. Hamilton, ex-mayor of the city of
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who well knew men who were in active life during the War
of the Revolution. In the Granize Monthly for December,
1880, was published the Diary of Rev. Timothy Walker o;?
Concord, for the year 1780, and there were earlier Diaries
kept by him which have been preserved by his descendants
The Diary of Matthew Patten of Bedford, from 1750 to 1790l
is in the custody of Charles H. Woodbury, Esq., of Neu:
York. The Congregational church at Concord, of which
Timothy Walker was the first pastor, November, 1880, cele-
brated its one hundred and fiftieth anniversary. There are
several towns in New Hampshire, as Londonderry, Dover
Exeter and Portsmouth, that were settled earlier than Con,-
cord; and some of them as early as 1623. The landing of
the Pilgrims was two hundred and sixty years ago. It se:ms
but as yesterday. A century from the Crucifixion was no
longer than a century now; and as an event, to be remem-
bered, the Crucifixion was as much greater than the Landing
of the Pilgrims as the glory of the noonday sun is above that
of the feeblest star in the most distant heavens. The time
that has elapsed since Timothy Walker wrote Diaries which
are now in existence is as long as from the Crucifixion to
Justin’s Apology ; more than thirty years longer than from
'cl.)e martyrdom of Peter and Paul to Justin’s Apology ; and
sixty years longer than from John's death to Justin's Apol-
ogy. The churches in Justin's time were not dealing with
writings from a dim and misty past, or of limited or infre-
quent use. None were as ancient as Walker’s Diary; the
last had not seen half its years ; they were in all the churches,
and read every Sabbath day. The argument which proves

Oswego, N. Y., Jan. 16, 1882. His intellect was clear, and to those who
called he had an ever ready response, and replied happily and wittily to
the addresses. He had been in the ministry from 1808 to 1869, and, for
years ?fter, preached occasionally. His eldest daughter is 72 years of age
and his descendants now living, number 53- Upon his goth birthday hé
Wfote a hymn of considerable merit. When 100 years old, he remembered
with vaid freshness the Inauguration of George Washington, although at
that time but in his 8th year. See Congregationalist, Jan. 25, 1882,

ﬂ,....m_‘_.___,

..M._.__,.n..,.-,,,.
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that there was no substitution between 140 and 180 is as
much more forcible to prove that there was no substitution
between the years 100 and 140, or between the years 60 and
100, as those times were nearer the great events which the
Gospels recorded. If, for example, there were accepted
Memoirs of our Lord in the churches in the year 100, from
the presumed continuance of a state of things the existence of
which has been proved? it should be presumed that they
remained in the churches till Justin's time, there being no
evidence to the contrary. And so there would be the same
(or greater) difficulties in the way of displacement and sub-
stitution, between the year 100 and the year 140, as between
the year 140 and the year 180. Justin and his contemporaries
had from their own recollection,* or from others, whether pa-
rents, teachers, presbyters or bishops, as great facilities for
knowing what Memoirs were accepted in the churches
forty years before, as had Irenzeus and his contemporaries in
respect to the period of forty years before one hundred
and eighty. And there was a succession and continued life in
the churches from 100 to 140, the same as from 140 to 180.
This reasoning is applicable to Clement and his contempora-
ries, and shows that Memoirs which were in the churches
in the year 100 could not have displaced accepted and
generally received Memoirs of any previous period. We
know from the Epistle of Clement, as clearly as from Justin’s
Apology, how Christians loved and adored their Divine Lord
and Master, and how strongly attached they must have been
to any Memoirs of him, which they accepted as authentic.
And the testimony of Pliny is, that Christians in his day
were accustomed to meet before daybreak and sing a respon-
sive hymn to Christ as God. It is utterly incredible that
accepted Memoirs of Christ, thus worshipped, should have
been thrown aside by presbyters or bishops, and hundreds of
churches, throughout the Roman Empire, without a shock
that would have left unmistakable evidences of it in history.
There being an entire absence of any evidence of displace-
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ment and substitution, it is morally certain there was none.
John’s Gospel, however, stands upon a different footing, since
1t came in not to displace, but to supplement. John zl:’ived to
the close of the first century. Who dared to forge a spuri-
ous Gospel in his name, so soon after his death that it had
obtained such a footing in the churches, at the end of forty
years, as to be quoted as his production ? Wiho, during that
period, was capable of composing it? And how were hun-
dreds of presbyters or bishops, and churches, from Syria to
Gaul, persuaded to receive a spurious Gospel, as the genuine
work of the beloved disciple who was in life within the per-
sonal recollections of many? It is a fact to be emphasized
tl}at neither this Gospel, nor the others, can be assailed 01;
hxsto.ri.c:al7 or traditional grounds. ZVere s but one listory or
tma’zt'zozz concerning them. The objections to them are either
negative or speculative, mere assumptions, not supported by
any history or tradition.

The first use of the four Gospels of which there is any his-
tory,' is in statements of facts found to be recorded in them,
and in quotations of teachings of Christ, corresponding with
them. The first description of them after Papias, is tbhat of
“ M.emoirs " of Christ, “drawn up” by Apostles and com-
panions of Apostles. The first mention of them by the names
of the writers, ascribes their authorship to the men whose
names they now bear. There is no history or tradition of a
time when the first Gospel was ascribed to any but Matthew
or the second to any but Mark, or the fourth to any but’:
:Iohn5, or the third, with Acts, to any but Luke. The stand-
ing objection that none of them is mentioned by name till the
tlm-e of Theophilus, and Irenzus, and the writer of the Mura-
'COX"I Canon, is not of the slightest consequence as opposing
eyfdence. For, if these Gospels were not mentioned by name
nel.ther were any® others; and surely we are not expected tc;
bchew? that there were o originals, from which the many
quotations, from Clement of Rome, in the year g7, down, were
taken. This objection proves too much, For it proves, if it
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proves anything, that there were #o Gospels or writings to
answer to the quotations, which, under the circumstances, is
a palpable absurdity.”

1 The evidence for this date of the First Apology is briefly : —

{a) It refers to a rescript of Adrian in relation to Christians, but to none
by Antoninus Pius (c. 68), and so, presumably, there had been none.

{6) The Jewish war of A.D. 131-136 * lately raged” (c. 31}, and Anti-
nous, who was drowned in the Nile A.D. 132, ** was alive but lately ” (c. g).

(c) Justin (c. 46) says Christ was born ‘‘one hundred and fifty years
ago,” and in Trypho (c. 103) that Herod, ‘* when Christ was born, slew all
the infants in Bethlehem born about the same time,” * not knowing that
God had commanded Joseph and Mary to take the child and depart into
Egypt, and there to remain until a revelation should again be made to
them to return into their own country. And there they did remain until
Herod, who slew the infants in Bethlehem, was dead and Archelaus had
succeeded him.” This implies a considerable stay in Egypt. And Justin
(since his information was from Matthew) when he wrote * born about the
same time,” could have had in mind no less period than two years before
the death of Herod, f.e., six years or over before our era, the very time
maintained by Keim. But this is decéisfve against Keim’s view (I, p. 188)
that Justin wrote about A.D. 155. For at zZa/ time, he would have written
** one hundred and sixty years ago.”

{d) Although Marcion came to Rome A.D. 139-142, he is not described
as of Rome or az Rowme, but as & man of Ponfus (c. 26}, and Marcion of
Pontus (c. 58), whom the devils put forward. The saying that ‘“he is
even at this day alive” {c¢. 26) contrasts him with the heretic Simon, ** who,
in the reign of Claudius Cesaf, and in your own royal city of Rome, did
mighty acts of magic by virtue of the art of the devils operating in him.”
If Marcion had been at Rome when the First Apology was written, his
being there would have been as apparent from the Apology as the fact that
Simon was, in the reign of Claudius. And if the two (Justin and Marcion)
had been there together, a battle of words between them would have been
as inevitable (and would have been as apparent in this Apology) as that
between Justin and Crescens, so prominent in the Second Apology. There
is not a Adn¢ of such an encounter, or the slightest reference to Marcion as
being then at Rome. Justin, therefore, wrote before the year 142. In his
extensive travels he knew of Marcion long before that time.

{¢) In such a formal appeal to Marcus Aurelius (to whom Adrian had
given the name of Annius Verissimus), after the year 139, Justin would
have been sadly wanting in respect if he failed to address him by his illus-
trious title of Cwmsar, than which there was none higher, save that of
Augustus Cmsar. The presumption that it would have been given is the
stronger, from the reference to the deceased Verus as a Cesar. What is
there to meet this presumption? 1. The appeal of Athenagorus calls the
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¢mperors conquerors, and, more than all, philosophers. But it firss styles
them *‘Emperors.” 2. The language of Lucius in the shorter Apology.
But if this was written at a later period than the other, the words, ** This
Jjudgment of yours, O Urbicus, does not become the Emperor Pius nor the
philosopher, the son of Cwsar, nor the sacred Senate,” spoken by the un-
known Lucius to the prefect of the city, in the name of religion and phil-
osophy, may not have been inappropriate. It is quite otherwise with
Justin’s formal address. And if, as is most probable, the fwo writings
were the ‘‘little book” which Justin wanted published, the time might
bave been in the year 139. For then, as before and after, to be an avowed
Christian was punishable with death if any one chose to prosecute. And
the martyrdom of Justin, whenever it was, had no connection with his con-
troversy with Crescens. The only evidence cited by Eusebius to prove
a connection is to the contrary. Tatian would not have written merely
that Crescens ploffed Justin’s death if he actually cawsed it. 3. The use
of the plural *“kings” by Justin (c. 17), where he says that Christians
‘‘everywhere, more than all other men, willingly pay taxes, acknowledg-
ing you as kings and rulers of men.” But it is uncertain in what sense the
word is used by him or to whom applied. 'Gibbon (vol. 2, p. 164), says
that of the whole series of Roman princes in any age of the empire, Han-
nibalianus alone (A.D. 326) was distinguished by the title of King.

(f) The accession of Antoninus Pius, who had a high reputation for
moderation and justice, was an auspicious occasion, and had been for
some time anticipated. Justin, writing in the beginning of the year (139),
before the Senate had conferred upon Marcus the title of Cicsar, would
address him as philosopher and not as Camsar; and dating the birth of
Christ from as carly as six years before our era, he would, in an incidental
reference to the time, call it in round numbers 150 years, although four or
five years short of it. This date (139) best accords with all the known
facts, and is generally accepted, See Encyclopzdia Britannica, gth ed.,
val. 13, p. 791; McClintock’s and Strong's Encyclopzdia, vol. 4, p. 1106;
Canonicity, by Dr. Charteris (1880), lv. ; Fisher's Supernatural (1870),
p. 48; Sears, 4th Gospel (1873), p. 151; Neander's Church Hist., vol. 1,
p. 663; Eusebius, c. 8, b, IV., and Pagi, Lemisch, Roberts and Donaldson.

% f“The memories of Light Infantry Poor and Yorktown Scammel.”

8 See Phillips, Parker, and Greenleaf, as quoted in c. 8.

* Justin, in his First Apology (c. 15) refers to many of sixty or seventy
years of age, who had been Christ’s disciples from childhood.

® Prof. Fisher (p. 69} says, that besides the few individuals called the
Alogi, or men ‘¢ without understanding,” there is no allusion to the denial
of John’s authorship of the Fourth Gospel by any writer, before the latter
part of the fourth century,

© See ante, pp. 20-39, and p. 43, note 14.

7 And as to Matt. and Mark, see pp. 14, I15.
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CHAPTER XIIL
IN THEIR PROPER REPOSITORIES.

CERTAIN propositions have been established by facts and ar-
guments that cannot be successfully controverted :

(@) The advent of Christ and its stupendous results.

(6) The formation of numerous churches which by the end
of the first century were in all parts of the Roman Empire,
with presbyters or bishops and elders in every church, and
many thousands of communicants.

(¢) They regarded him with the greatest reverence and
affection, obeying his commands as their Lord and Master,
paying him divine honors, and for his sake joyfully yielding up
their lives.

(d) Of his disciples and followers, twelve, called Apostles,
were understood to have special authority from him in the
Church.

(¢) From the nature of the case we should look for the re-
ception in these numerous churches, of Memoirs of their ILord
which they would deesn authentic, and at so early a period,
that they would be able to determine whether they were
authentic or not,

(f) To such Memoirs, once accepted, they would be so
strongly attached that they could not be displaced and others
substituted for them, in hundreds of churches in all the Roman
Empire, without such controversy as would have left indubi-
table evidence of it. '

(g) As far back as history goes, doctrines! were taught, facts
asserted, and quotations made, corrresponding with the Ca-
nonical Gospels, and such use was continued until a time when
there is a positive identification of them by name. Within
this period there was one writer making numerous quotations
and references, who declared that the writings from which he
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quoted, and to which he referred, were “ Memoirs ” of Christ
“drawn up” by Apostles or companions of Apostles.

(/) There is no proof of the existence of writings other
than those Gospels answering to his description, or corre-
sponding with the quotations ; and finally within forty years of
his first reference to these “ Memoirs” they are clearly seen
to be the Canonical Gospels.

(¢) From first to last there is no evidence whatever of dis-
placement of Gospels previously accepted, and the substitution
of others for them in the churches generally.

(/) The Fourth Gospel is of such a character, and was in
use 50 soon after the death of its author (and who is also stated
as its author in the Gospel itself), as to make the idea of
attempted and successful fosgery in the highest degree
improbable.

(#) And these Gospels within less than eighty years
from the death of the Apostles other than John, and within
forty years of /%is death, were read with the Prophets in the
churches, in city and country, every Lord’s day, and accepted
as Apostolic.

(/) From the earliest period they were where they should
be if authentic, and where they could not have been, unless
accepled as authentic,

Some illustrations havealready been given in chapter eleven
of the brief interval between the Apostles and Justin Martyr.
Let any intelligent reader of sixty, from his own recollection,
or any young person, from the recollections of others with
whom he is acquainted, determine for himself. The writer
was admitted to the Bar almost forty years ago; he has within
a few months seen an original deed? of land in Londonderry
(the home of his ancestors) executed one hundred and fifty
years ago; he has in his possession certified copies of certifi-
cates of marriages and births, in his own genealogical record
— going back from one to two hundred years, in one instance
two hundred and thirty years, and these certificates would be
received as evidence in any Court. They would be received,
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because made by the proper custodian of public documents,
found in the proper repository for them. The presumption of
law in such case is the judgment of charity. It presumes that
documents found in their proper repository, and not bearing
marks of forgery, are genuine. A deed thirty years old, fol-
lowed by a possession agreeing with it, is admitted in evidence
without other proof of its execution. Our Gospels in Justin's
time were where they show/d have been, if authentic. The
Church was the proper repository for authentic Memoirs of
its Founder. Our Gospels were there. They were in their
proper repository. And upon every principle that rules in the
administration of justice, or in the common affairs of life, it
must be presumed that they were #ig/itfully there. Their re-
jection is not “the judgment of charity.” It reverses the
maxim that fraud is not to be presumed. It charges forgery,
of which there is no evidence, upon persons whom it finds it
impossible to discover and identify. It imputes ignorance and
indifference to multitudes who had every opportunity for know-
ing the truth, and who were willing to suffer all things for
their convictions of the truth. It presses, as of vital conse-
quence, trivial objections and alleged errors in chronology,
geography and history, which (if made out) would not for a
moment be thought sufficient to successfully impugn the au-

‘thenticity of any secular work as well supported by external

evidence. Itisunnecessary to further consider such objec-
tions® It is no exaggeration to say, that the various
theories and speculations of those who deny the genuineness of
the Gospels are, in the main, but ingenious attempts at the
solution of the problem : “ Given, the impossibility of miracles,
what may be supposed to be the true history of Jesus Christ ?”
The only consistent answer that could be made, would be that
upon such an hypothesis, it is impossible to determine what
was his life or character. But, given, the possibility of mir-
acles (and if there is a God they must be possible), there is no.
reasonable doubt of the authenticity of the Gospels, and the
book of Acts. They come to us from their proper repositories,.
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and must be presumed to be rightfully there. They are
proved to have been in those repositories within but a short
period from the death of the Apostles. They were accepted
as Apostolic, and as having been drawn up by Apostles or
companions of Apostles. If such undoubted reception, and
use, and tradition, at so early a period, and thence until now,
cannot be #rusted, no credit can be given to any writings or
history from ancient times. They can be trusted. The
stream which eighteen hundred years ago was issuing from
Apostolic times and the hills of Palestine, has flowed onward,
enriching and blessing the nations.

i Mr. Waite assumes that Clement did not hold to a literal resurrection.
Clerment’s language admits of no such construction, although in writing to
Christians who understood all about it, he was not as definite upon this
point, as Justin in A/ address to a different class. Clement refers to the
resurrection in ¢. 24: ‘‘ Letus consider, beloved, how the Lord continu-
ally proves to us that there shall be a future resurrection, of which he has
rendered the Lord Jesus Christ the first fruits by raising him from the
dead. And again in c. 42, after saying that the Apostles were commis-
sioned, he adds : « Having therefore, received their order, and being fully
assured by the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, and established in the
Word of God, with full assurance of the Holy Ghost, they went forth pro-
claiming that the kingdom of God was at hand.” The force of this lan-
guage is not controlled by any means, by reference to the day’s following
the night, and the springing up of the fruits of the ecarth, from the sowing
of the seed.

* The deed dated June 16, 1731, was by David Morrison, one of the
grantees in the Charter of Londonderry of 1722, to his brother-in-law,
David McAlister. This deed with another from the same grantor to William
McAlister dated February 24, 1746, are now in the possession of Jonathan
McAlister, Esq., a descendant of David and an owner of the original granted
land.

3 One other correction should be made. Judge Waite arbitrarily assigns
Cerinthus to the year 145. He gives no reason or authority for it. It is
the testimony of all antiquity that Cerinthus was contemporary with the
Apostle John, and that John died about the year 100. Irenmus, upon the
authority of Polycarp, says that John, being about to enter a bath and find-
ing Cerinthus within, drew back saying: ¢ Let us even be gonc lest the
bath should fall to pieces, — Cerinthus, that enemy of the truth, being
within.” See Vol. IL., Encyclopedia of McClintock and Strong, p. 190.
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CHAPTER XIIIL
INTEGRITY OF THE GOSPELS.

As stated in former chapters, this is to be presumed till
the contrary is shown. There is, however, strong confirma-
tion from many sources.

First.— The writings of the Apostolic Fathers present to
our view the Christ of the Gospels, in his advent and life,
ministry and teaching, death and resurrection. In particular,
his resurrection from the dead is cited by Clement (A.D. g7)
as an earnest of that of his followers, and as a proof that he
came forth from God. The greatest of miracles, and the
central fact of Christianity, appears in the earliest writings
(outside of the New Testament), the date of which can be
determined. Judge Waite, in his “wonderful hundred? years
of silence by Christian writers” concerning the miracles of
Christ, is oblivious of what he had before stated, that aside
from the Gospels, there are left of the first century “only the
Epistles of Paul, the one Epistle of Clement of Rome, some
slight notices by Jewish and heathen writers, and the few
legends and traditions preserved in the writings of the Fa-
the?‘s'.” Such an argument from silence, where there are no
writings extant, is not befitting a _judge.

Second. — The earliest quotations substantially agree with
the Canonical Gospels, Some of those by Justin Martyr
have been given in chapters five and six, and those by
Clement may be found in the Note? These quotations by
Apostolic and Christian Fathers, afford ample® means for

comparison, and no variations appear to indicate any changes

to affect the character or teachings of our Lord. Professor
Fisher says®of Justin's references, that they embrace “not
more”’ than two sayings of Jesus that have not substantial
parallels in the four Evangelists. The first is, “In what
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things T shall apprehend you, in these will I judge you,”
which is found also in Clement of Alexandria, and Hippolytus.
The second is, “ There shall be schisms and heresies,” a pre-
diction referred also to Christ by Tertullian. These sayings
may have come from tradition. It seemsnot improbable that
they were current expressions, embodying what Jesus taught?
respecting the standard by which men shall be judged accord-
ing to the light which they have received, and divisions in
the same household. (See cc. 6 to 8 ante).

Third. — The facts in Christ’s history referred to by the
Fathers, with very rare exceptions (the most of which were
stated and explained in chapter seven), correspond with the
Evangelists. The exceptional facts are such as would natu-
rally have been derived from tradition, and they in no way
change the life or character of our Lord as they appear in
the Gospels. The marvel is, that they should be so few and
unimportant, considering that some of the writers lived at a
a time when® ‘‘traditionary reminiscences must have pos-
sessed all their freshness.”

Fourth. — Marcion’s Gospel (written as early as the year
145), except in intentional omissions and mutilations, for
which he was sharply called to an account by Tertullian,
presents a substantial agreement with Luke’s Gospel. Judge
Waite claims that it was earlier than Luke’s; but the almost
unanimous verdict of scholars is against him. Indeed, Pro-
fessor Fisher,in the March number of the Princeton Review
for 1881 (p. 217), says: “That Marcion’s Gospel was an
abridgment of our Luke is now conceded on all hands, even
by the author of ‘Supernatural Religion.” Dr. Sanday has
not only demonstrated this by a linguistic argument, but has
proved by a comparison of texts thiat the Gospel of the Canon
must have been for some time in use, and have attained to a
considerable circulation, before Marcion applied to it his
pruning-knife. There is no reason to doubt that he took for
his purpose a Gospel of established authority in the Church.”
Professor Curtiss also says that “the weight of scholarship is
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overwhelmingly in favor of the priority of Luke.”” And he
quotes from the last edition of the “ Supernatural Religion,”
the admission referred to by Professor Fisher. Its anonymous
author says that Dr. Sanday’s very able examination “has
convinced us that our earlier hypothesis is untenable ; that the
portions of our third Synoptic, excluded from Marcion’s
Gospel, were really written by the same pen which composed
the mass of the work; and, consequently, that our third
Synoptic existed in his time, and was substantially in the
hands of Marcion.” Dr. Sanday” shows, as he expresses
it, that Marcion’s Gospel stands to Luke's “entirely in the
relation of defecz. 'We may say entirely, for the additions are
so insignificant — some thirty words in all, and those for the
most part supported by other authority —that for practical
purposes they are not to be reckoned. With the exception
of these thirty words inserted, and also some slight altera-
tions of phrase, Marcion’s Gospel presents simply an aéridg-
ment of our St. Luke.” That Marcion's Gospel was not one of
Justin's “Memoirs,” is plain from his calling him a wolf,?
“sent forth by the devil” Although Marcion’s Gospel is
not in existence, except as reproduced from the works of
Tertullian and Epiphanius, its agreement with Luke (with
the exceptions which they pointed out) becomes important
evidence that Luke is to-day as it was in the year one hun-
dred and forty-five.

Fifth. — Our Gospels and Acts before the close of the
second century of our era were translated into other lan-
guages, and the Syriac, Coptic and Latin versions which have
come down to us with some imperfections and slight varia-
tions, are in substantial agreement with our present version
in all that is material. A translation of a given date presum-
ably represents a text of greater age than itself. Hence the
manuscripts from which these translations were made were
older than the year two hundred, and probably older than the
year one hundred and fifty.

Sizth. — The early and continued multiplication of copies
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affords strong evidence. Those who copied from originals
deemed authentic would certainly endeavor to make exact
copies. As these Memoirs were read in all the churches,
and, doubtless, in Christian families and Christian schools,
they soon became very numerous. There was fraternal in-
tercourse between the churches. Any substantial difference
in the copies would be noticed. Any such differences would
be transmitted in copies made from these copies, and soon, to
the manuscripts which have reached us. The number of copics
before the tenth persecution (commenced A.D. 300, and last-
ing ten years) must have reached many thousands.® So com-
plete was then supposed to be the extinction of Christianity,
that coins were struck and inscriptions set up, recording the
fact, that the “Christian superstition” was now utterly ex-
terminated, and the worship of the gods restored by Diocle-
tian, who assumed the name of Jupiter, and Maximian, who
took that of Hercules, This persecution, in addition to the
destruction of life, was specially ¢ directed to the destruction
of copies of the Scriptures.

Seventh, — Constantine, their successor, in the year 331,
caused fifty copies of the Scriptures to be made for Byzan-
tium, under the care of Eusebius of Casarea, the church his-
torian. The manuscript discovered by the celebrated Tisch-
endorf, in 1859, at the convent of St. Catherine, on Mount
Sinai, is believed to be one of those copies, and to be the
oldest 1® Greek manuscript in existence. [f one of the fifty, it

is more than fifteen hundred years old. It is called the.

Sinaitic Codex. The second rank belongs to the Vatican
Codex. 1Its date is probably not later than the fourth cen-
tury. The next in the order of time is the Alexandrian Co-
dex. TIts date is thé latter part of the fourth century or the
beginning of the fifth century. The Vatican has been in the
Vatican Library since 1445. The Alexandrian was sent, in
1628, by the Patriarch of Constantinople, to Charles I, and
is now in the British Museum. The Sinaitic was presented
by its discoverer to the Emperor of Russia. There is no
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doubt whatever that these three manuscripts were written
back of the “dark ages,” and at a time when the true text
could be known with great exactness, and was comparatively
free from errors. With these, there are fifty manuscripts
that are a thousand years old. There are, it is estimated,
more than seventeen hundred manuscripts of the whole, or
portions, of the New Testament, ranging in date from the
fourth to the sixteenth century. Providence, says Tischen-
dorf, has ordained for the New Testament more sources of
the greatest antiquity than are possessed by all the old Greek
literature put together. The number of manuscripts of the
Greek Classics, says!! Professor Stowe, is very small com-
pared with the Greek Testament manuscripts, and the oldest
of them scarcely reaches nine hundred years. There are such
differences between the Sinaitic, Vatican, and Alexandrian
manuscripts as indicate that no two of them were taken from
the same original. A little reflection will convince any one,
that while no single copy may be literally exact from its

‘original, the multiplication of copies adds greatly to substan-
' tial accuracy as the result of the whele. For although there

is a tendency toa repetition of somze errors, by different copyists
from the same original, as where successive sentences end
with the same word, yet, in general, different copyists would
make different errors, one in one part of the instrument, and

.the other in another, and, where the copies are numerous,

they mutually correct each other. ~ So it happens that in the
different manuscripts of the New Testament, with different
readings of many thousands (counting all trifles, like the
omission to dot an 7 or cross a ¢ in English chirography, as
different readings), there is substantial agreement. It is a
fact to be emphasized, says® Professor Fisher, “that the
Scriptures are almost utterly free from wilful corruption;”
and he endorses the opinion of the great critic, Bentley, that
the real text “is competently exact in the worst manuscripts
now extant ; nor is one article of faith or moral precept either
perverted or lost in them.” And examining the subject in
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hand from a lawyer’s standpoint, the worst manuscript, or
translation, or version, is sufficient for the purposes of the
argument. And to cite once more the great authority of
Professor Greenleaf,’® to the genuineness of the Four Gos-
pels : “The entire text of the Corpus Juris Civilis is received
as authority in all the courts of Continental Europe, upon
much weaker evidence of its genuineness ; for the integrity of
the Sacred Text has been preserved by the jealousy of oppos-
ing sects beyond any moral possibility of corruption; while
that of the Roman Civil Law has been preserved only by
tacit consent, without the interest of any opposing school to
watch over and preserve it from alteration.”

And now (1882) the New Revision, both of the text and
of the translation, by scholars who have no superior, and the
careful product of ten years’ labor, has been long cnough
before the world to know the results. Not a single fact or
witness to the Resurrection is lost, and not a single doctrine
is changed, while many passages are better understood.

! He puts the date of the Epistle of Barnabas, A.D. 130, but it i{s gener-
ally placed earlier. p. 29. note 3.

% « Be merciful that ye may obtain mercy; forgive that it may be for-
given to you; as ye do, so shall it be done unto you; as ye judge so shall
ye be judged; as ye are kind so shall kindness be shown to you; with what
measure ye mete with the same it shall be measured to you” (c. 13). Matt.
vi. 12-155 Matt. vii. 2; Luke vi. 36-38. ¢ This people honoreth me with
their lips, but their heart is far from me” (c. 15). Matt. xv. 8; Mark vii. 6.
“*Woe to that man! It were better for him that he had never been born,
than that he should cast a stumbling block before one of my elect, yea it
were better for him that a millstone should be hung about his neck, and
he should be sunk in the depths of the sea, than that he should cast a
stumbling-block before any of my little ones ™ (c. 46). Matt. xviii. 6; Matt.
xxvi. 24; Mark ix, 42; Luke xvii. 2.

8 The entire Gospel could be reproduced from those writings, including
Irenmus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, and Origen.

4 The Princeton Review for March, 1881, p- 201.

® Matt. x. 34-36; Luke x. 13-15; Luke xii. 47-53. .

"8 Bampton Lectures for 1877, p. 221, by the Rev. C. A. Row, M. A.,
Pembroke College, Oxford, Prebendary of St. Paul’s Cathedral.

TAp. L, cc. 22, 58.  See also Sanday’s Gospels of the Second Century,

p. 214, and * Canonicity,” by A. H. Charteris, D. D., 1880, pp. 76, 393.
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8 Norton estimates the number by the close of the second century at sixty
thousand, which may be a large estimate.

? Vol. VII of McClintock and Strong, p. 66; Neander's Church History,
Vol. 1., p. 148. Neander says that Feb. 22, A.D. 303, on one of the great
pagan festivals, at the first dawn of day, the magnificent church of Nicomedia
(then the imperial residence) was broken open, the copies of the Bible
found in it were burned, and the whole church abandoned to plunder and
then to destruction. The next day was published an edict that all assembling
of Christians for the purpose of religious worship was forbidden; churches
were to be demolished to their foundations; all manuscripts of the Bible
should be burned; those who held places of honor and rank must renounce
their faith, or be degraded; those belonging to the lower walks of private
life to be divested of their rights as citizens and freemen; slaves were to
be incapable of receiving their freedom so long as they remained Chris-
tians; and in judicial proceedings the torture might be used against all
Christians of whatsoever rank. ¢ It is quite evident,” says Neander, ¢ that
the plan now was to extirpate Christianity from the root.” But it was the
darkness which preceded the dawn, for this was the /asf of the Pagan per-
secutions. .

10 A facsimile steel engraving forming the frontispiece to Tischendorf’s
New Testament, gives specimens of the Greek text in which these three
manuscripts are severally written. The difference in the style of the text
is one great means by which experts determine the age of the manuscript.
The oldest manuscripts are written in large, square, upright capitals; and
they are called Uncials. The later manuscripts are written in flowing

“scripts; they are called Cursives. The proportion of Uncial to Cursive

manuscripts is about one to ten. The Cursive was introduced in the tenth
century.

1 Origin and History of the Books of the New Testament, by Prof. C. E.
Stowe, A.D. 1867, pp. 31, 62.

¥ In Scribner’'s Monthly for February, 1881, p. 617.

3 An Examination of the Testimony of the Four Evangelists by the rules
of Evidence administered in Courts of Justice, etc. By Simon Greenleaf,
LL.D., Royal Professor of Law in Harvard University (A.D. 1846),
p. 28.
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CHAPTER XIV.
THE CREDIBILITY OF THE EVANGELISTS.

THE question of their credibility is before that of their
inspiration.  If uninspired, they may have given us every-
thing essential to the determination of Christ’s resurrection.
If inspired, inspiration may have been bestowed in such a
manner as to leave them subject to some of the limitations of
human testimony. If reliable accounts of the life, teachings,
death, and resurrection, of our Lord, were to be published to
the world, it was of the last importance that they should not
carry upon their face the appearance of collusion and contri-
vance. Let any one who is disturbed by any seeming con-
tradictions or errors, consider for a moment what would be
the consequence if they did not exist. If each writer
narrated the same occurrences and teachings and in the same
terms, it would be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to
believe that they were independent witnesses. And so, if
each should give all of the same occurrences and teachings,
although in different terms, or a part of them, but in the same
terms, it would be almost as difficult to believe that we have
independent witnesses. As it is, no question can arise.

Neither of them covers the whole ground, and where the -

same matters appear, it is, in general, except in brief passages
easily remembered, in different terms. We are sure there
was no collusion. We are sure we have the testimony of
independent writers. This is conceded. Says Judge Waite (pp.
311, 313): That the Gospels “ are not merely copied one from
the other, with changes, is the almost unanimous verdict of
Biblical scholars.” And in this, he expresses the vetdict of
those who reject, not less than of those who accept the Gos-
pels. Among the limitations attending mere human testi-
mony, are, that, ordinarily, no witness will state the whole of
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any transaction, and no two witnesses will state i’F in precisely
the same terms, unless there is fraud or collusion, and the
testimony of each is but the recital of somethit}g t}.lat has
been committed to memory. Another limitation 1s, thgt
even with two or more witnesses, errors to some extent will
come in. There will be some lack of correct observation, or
some misrecollection, — not only the omission of a. part, but
positive misstatement by one or more of the witnesse.s. The
whole transaction is to be gathered from all the witnesses.
And the law, having respect to human infirmities, says it
is enough in all cases to prove the substance of vyords a'lleged
to have been spoken, or the substance of the issue, in any
civil or criminal cause ; immaterial errors of time, or place, or
distance, or other circumstance, will be disregarded. Now it
is concetvable that the Evangelists, under the guidance ?f the
Divine Spirit, may have been left (to some extent) sub]Fct to
these limitations, in order that their testimony, conformmg to
these laws of observation and memory, be the more C}'edll?le.
Hence, whether the Evangelists, in this st?.gc.: of the inquiry,
be regarded as inspired or uninspired, it is 1a.bor lost, to
adduce alleged errors! or contradictions which, if made out,
could not seriously affect their honesty and general com-
petency. In order that a witness receive our cc‘)nﬁdenc‘e, we
should be satisfied of his means of knowledge, his capacity to
ascertain the facts, and his disposition to give a correct
account of them. Two of the writers, Matthew ar_ld John,
were of the twelve (and John was the beloved .dismple) and
hence they had the best possible means of knowing the facts.
Matthew, from his business of a tax-gatherer, may be pre-
sumed to have been sharp, shrewd and observant. John,
from his most intimate association, was pre-ernix.lently qual-
ified to give testimony. He gives it with solemn}ty equal to
an oath : “And he that saw bare record, and his recor(_;l is
true; and he knoweth that he saith true, t'hat ye mlgl}t
believe” (c. xix. 35). “And many other signs trulx did
Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written
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in this book; but these are written, that ye might believe
that jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; and that believing,
ye might have life through his name ” (c. xx. 30, 31). Again,
after stating what Peter asked concerning the disciple
“whom Jesus loved,” and what followed, it is said : * This is
the disciple which testifieth of these things, and who wrote
these things; and we? know that his testimony is true ” (c.
xxi. 20-24). This Gospel, obviously written later than the
others, omits much that is contained in them, and is, so to
speak, of higher order. The first incident mentioned in it, is
the witness borne to Christ by the Baptist. It gives none of
the parables, so abundant in the Synoptics® It relates but
two of the miracles recorded in them, z. ¢ the feeding of the
five thousand, and the walking upon the water, (c. vi. 1-21).
It adds six miracles not recorded in the Synoptics (among
which is the raising of Lazarus), numerous conversations and
discourses of the greatest interest, and facts relating to the
crucifixion and resurrection, of great weight as evidence. It
is written in purer Greek than the others ; its styletis elegant
and graceful ; it gives every indication of calm, thoughtful and
deliberate composition, and in these respects tends to confirm
the uniform tradition that it was the ripe product of a mind and
heart, enriched, quickened, and vitalized, by familiar inter-

course with our Lord and the truths which he declared, as well

as by the Spirit promised to the Apostles. Men with favor-
able native gifts, become educated fast under such influences.

It affords about the only means for a connected chrono-
logical history of our Lord’s ministry, which is seen to have
embraced a longer® period, than could have been ascertained
from the Synoptics.

Although Mark was not one of the twelve, the character of
his Gospel in its lifelike description of events, and its
omitting nothing * where Peter was prominent, confirms the
tradition, that he was an attendant upon Peter’s ministry,

* Its omission of Peter's want of faith, as recorded in Matthew 14~30, is
an exception.
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and was his interpreter. Nine-tenths® of the incidents
related in Mark are also recorded in the other G?spels. '

Luke was an educated man, and, as he incxde.ntally d1:°,-
closes, a companion of Paul in a part of his journeyings. His
Gospel was evidently drawn up with grea? care. In the pro-
logue (c. i. 1-5) he gives a reason for his writing, and the
sources of his information. *Many have taken in hand to sct
forth in order a declaration of those things which are‘ most
surely believed among us.” These things, I.le says, “were
delivered unto us by those who from the begmmn-g were eye
witnesses and ministers of the Word.” He was stimulated to
give an additional narrative (‘“‘having had perfect. und.er-
standing of all things from the very first”) for the s:a.tlsfactlon
of his friend, Theophilus, and in order that he might know
“the certainty of those things,” wherein l}e had }?een
instructed. No historian could enter upon :hlS work in a
better spirit, or with more excellent qualiﬁf:atlons and oppor-
tunities. In a subsequent treatise which in te_rms refers to
the former, he finds nothing to retract or qL{ahfy. Can any
one tell why Luke, as a historian, is not entitled to as much

dit as Josephus ? '

creIn cor{lparri)ng the Gospels with each (?ther, or with
Josephus, it should be constantly borne in mind, that
omission (except under special circumstances) is ot COI.ZZI’(Z-
diction. The facts of history, like the conclusions of a jury,
are to be drawn from all credible sources, and the transac:upn
deemed to be as shown upon a// the evidence. {Dosztwe
testimony from a single witness may prove a fact against the
negative testimony of any number of witnesses, who are silent
upon the subject.

It is also to be remembered that the Gospels are not so
much connected histories, as reminiscences of events .and
teachings, with but little regard (sorfxetimes an t%tter filsre-
gard) to their chronological order. Neither Gospi:l is, of' itself,
any approach to a connected history from Christ’s birth to
his ascension. The events, so far as known to us, are to be
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gathered from them all. Mark begins with the Baptist at the
river Jordan, and Jobn at about the same time. It is not to
be inferred that they knew nothing of the infancy, or child-
hood, or young manhood of Jesus. Matthew omits the
presentation at the temple, the vision to the Shepherds,
and other incidents; and Luke omits the visit of the Wise
men, the slaying of the children, the flight into Egypt, and
other incidents. But in so doing, neither contradicts the
other; nor does Josephus, by his silence concerning these
events, contradict the Evangelists. He may have been
ignorant of some of these events, for he was not born until
the year 37, and, being a Jew and not a Christian, he might
not choose to mention those which had come to his knowl-
edge.

Luke’s Gospel may or may not have made use of writings
then in existence relating to Christ (but which never found
general acceptance), and the same is true of the First and
Second Gospels. /¢ is no impeachment of their credibility.
Every historian makes such use of materials that he deems
reliable, as best answers his purpose, and his history is none
the less trustworthy on that account. Hence, as a matter of
evidence, it is of no consequence how many or how few, pre-
vious manuscripts may be traced in our Gospels, or either of
them. Such writings had an ephemeral existence, never
came into general use, and the Four Gospels and no others
were the accepted Gospels in all the churches. Whatever
literature of the kind preceded them perished so early that
it cannot be told when it disappeared, or what was its charac-
ter or completeness.

The Evangelists give every mark of honest witnesses.
Their story is simple, straightforward and unimpassioned,
even under circumstances calculated to arouse resentment,
They seem intent upon nothing but the giving of a truthful
narrative, not sparing themselves or extenuating their own
faults. Their frequent incidental allusions to matters of gov-
ernment, custom, nationality, etc.,, and minuteness of detail,
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are such as would never be found in false witnesses. “ A false
witness,” says Mr. Greenleaf, “ will not willingly detail any
circumstances in which his testimony will be open to contra-
diction, nor multiply them where there is danger of being de-
tected by a comparison of them with other accounts equally
circumstantial.”

It would detract nothing from the credit of the Evangel-
ists, if, in the multitude of their incidental references,error’
should be found in a few of them, for some error is insepara-
ble from all human productions ; and their inspiration®may not
have been so circumstantial as to exclude immaterial®errors.

With such differences as show most convincingly that
the Evangelists are independent witnesses, there is such

“unity in the character and life of Christ, as exhibited by them,

as shows the same original for the likeness. This essential
unity of the Gospelsisevidenced by the fact that not a single
church or communion exists, that does not accept a// the Gos-
pels, if either.

From internal evidence, it is extremely probable that the
Synoptics were written before the destruction of Jerusalem.

. Luke was certainly written before Acts, and the history in

Acts is not carried later than the year 62, eight years before
that event. As the four undisputed Epistles were all writ-
ten before the year 60, the logical order will be to present the
testimony of Paul to the Resurrection before that of the
Evangelists.

! President Bartlett believes that notwithstanding its long line of expos-
ure, the outer historical difficulties seem reduced to the solitary question
of the taxing under Cyrenius. (The Princefon Review for January, 1880,
p. 44.) Aside from any question of inspiration, it is improbable that Luke
made a mistake. Justin Martyr, who wrote at a very early period, in his
'Apology to the Roman Emperor, refers to this taxing as a well known
event (Ap., c. 34). He again refers to it in his Dialogue (c. 78) as being the
first census taken in Judea under Cyrenius. Celsus, who was not wanting
in skill or inclination to attack at all points, found no occasion here. It
may well be that a person holding the office which Cyrenius held at the
first enrolment was called a * procurator.” Or Luke in speaking of this
enrolment may have referred to Cyrenius by the title which he afterwards
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bore; or Cyrenius may have been in the office twice. President Bartlett
also concludes with Warrenton that there is not any instance of a really
mapposite quotation from the Old Testament, although the quotations are
sometimes inaccurate. He also concludes that the instances of alleged
contradictions may be reduced to five, and that there is no insurmountable
difficulty in reconciling them. But, for reasons stated in the text, the in-
quiry is not material to our argument,

? Many suppose that the “we” are the Elders at Ephesus. But if’
so, why did they not sign? The ** we" preceded by the unmistakable ref-
erence to John and followed by the first person singular, in the closing
verse, is as likely to have been John.

3 + Bynoptics ” — a word often used by writers at the present day to des-
ignate the first three Gospels.

4 The Apocalypse is quite different in style and in respect to pure
Greek. For these reasons and others some of the early Fathers denied
that the Apostle wrote it. But such was the early tradition. Justin Mar-
tyr refers to him as the author, and as Dr. Sears, in his Heart of Christ,
well argues, these differences are sufficiently accounted for by the highly
excited state of mind in which the Apocalypse was written; and he points
out many agreements both in doctrine and mode of expression.

® Three years, and possibly four.

¢ Wright's Logic, etc., p. 210; Norton’s Genuineness, etc., Vol. L., p. 1885
Wescott’s Introduction, cc. 3 and 4.

7 As to one alleged error, we adopt the view of Lange and Edersheim,
that John, as well as the Synoptics, makes the crucifixion to have been on
the 15th Nisan. The “feast” (13:29) was that after daylight of the 15th
(Lev. 23:6), and for which purchases could be made the evening before;
the ¢ preparation” (19-31, 42) was as defined in Mark 15:42, and the
¢t passover” (18-28) was that same feast after daylight (the Clagigai) and
counld not have been the paschal supper, for Zkat is after sundown, and
ceremonial defilement ends at that time (Lev. 11-24, 25-40). So Jesus and
his disciples ate the paschal lamb at the usual and appointed time, after
sunset of the 14th, and before midnight. Lange’s * Life of Christ,” Vol.
I, pp. 164, 165; Edersheim’s * Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah,” 1883,
Vol. IL, pp. 507, 565, 566. And it is only by looking at the first verse, dis-
connected from v. 23, of ¢, 12, which uses the same expression, ** The hour
is come,” that the events in ¢. 13 could ever have been supposed to have
taken place before the passover. He had Jereseen what was to come;
‘ having loved his own he loved them to the end,” and a striking exhibi-
tion of that love (during supper, and not before) is at once given, and

others follow.

# This is now conceded by Orthodox Protestant writers, and virtually by
Cardinal Newman in an interesting article in the ‘ Nineteenth Century
(Eclectic Magazine for April 1884).
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CHAPTER XV.
THE APOCALYPSE AND THE FOUR EPISTLES.

WhaiLE all Infidels, from Celsus before the year 180 to Waite,
in 1881, have agreed that “either Jesus was not really dead,
or he did not really rise again,” some! of them havc? assumed
the one, and some the other alternative. Strauss, with Celsus,
doubts the reality of the resurrection, rather than the death.
Schleiermacher, on the other hand, held tha.t Je':sus returned
again to life from a state of lethargy ; and. th1§ view, although
not the position generally taken by skeptics, is still held by a.

W.
Ver’ghf;'e have been two institutions in the Christian' church,
the Lord’s Supper and the Lord’s day, that have f:estlﬁedfr?m
the beginning that Jesus was really dead, and did really rise

" again from the dead. They displaced the Jewish Passover

and the Jewish Sabbath, both strongly entrenched _in t'he law
of Moses and long established custom. Such substitution can
be accounted for, only upon the hypothesis of the fullest con-
viction of the death and resurrection of our Lord. "I‘he Lord’s
day is referred to by Paul in First Corinthians (c. xYx.) undffr the
designation of “the first day of the week,” and is mentlonc?d
by John in Revelation (c. i. 10), where I:Ae says, “I was in
the Spirit on the Lord’s Day.” The Lord’s Supper has great
prominence given to it by Paul in the eleventh chapt.er of
First Corinthians. Those to whom he writes are admonished
not to eat ““ of that bread,” or drink “of that cup,” in an }m«
worthy manner, “ For as often as ye eat this bread ind drink
this cup, ye proclaim the Lord’s death till he come. As to
the origin of this sacrament, he says, “I have received of the
Lord that which I also delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus
the same night in which he was betrayed took bread, afxd .when
he.had given thanks, he brake and said, Take, eat; this is my
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body broken for you; this do in remembrance of me: and
after the same manner also he took the cup, when he had
supped, saying, This cup is the New Testament in my blood ;
this do ye as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.” This
Epistle was written as early as the year? 57, or within 27 years
after the Crucifixion. Itis not to be doubted that such a
command would be observed from the first formation of any
church. Both the death and resurrection of Christappear in
the book of Revelation. He is called “ The first begotten of
the dead” (c. i. 5), “ He that liveth and was dead” (c. i. 88),
“The Lamb as it had been slain,” before whom the four living
creatures and the elders ( as representing the whole Church) fall
down, saying, “Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open
the seals thereof ; for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us
to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and
people, and nation” (c. v. 6to 10). And John says that he
was in exile, “for the Word of God, and for the testimony of
Jesus Christ” (c. i. 9). What was this “testimony,” other
than that which Luke says in Acts (c. iv. 2) was given by
Peter and John when the Sadducees were “ grieved that they
taught the people, and preached through Jesus Christ the res-
urrection from the dead ;" or other than that, given by Peter
in the presence of John, (c. iii. 15) that the Jews had *killed
the Prince of Life, whom God hath raised from the dead;
whereof we are witnesses”” Even from the book of Revelation?
alone, were there no other proof, should we conclude that
Joln testified that Jesus died and rose again,

This was the burden of Panl's preaching and theinspiration
of his life,

Nor do we stop with Paul. From his writings we know
that all the Apostles and the whole Church from the begin-
ning, maintained the same grand theme with all the strength
of conviction of which men are capablee. He had been
preaching three years prior to the first visit to Jerusalem re-
ferred to in Galatians (c. i. 18). At this visit he had “re-
‘turned again,” to Damascus. His leaving Damascus was
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probably the time when he was let down from the wall in a
basket, as stated in Second Corinthians (c. xi. 33), and the
city was then held “under Aretus the King.” Fourteen years
after his conversion or his escape (it is uncertain which), he
went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus also with
him. The precise date of his conversionis unknown, but was
approximately? in the year 36. He writes of the last visit
mentioned in Galatians, “that when James, Cephas and John,
who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given
unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of
fellowship ; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto
the circumcision.” From that time, then, if not before, with
the full recognition of all the Apostles, he became distinctively
the Apostle to the Gentiles. And at the first visit mentioned,
he saw James, the Lord’s brother, and also Peter, and abode
with him fifteen days. Afterwards, he went into the regions
of Syria and Cilicia, and was unknown by face unto the
churches of Judea, but they had heard, “ That he which per-
secuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once
he destroyed;” and he says, “they glorified God in me”
(c. i. 18-24). He says in the thirteenth verse, “Ye have
heard of my conversation in time past, in the Jews’ religion,
how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God and
wasted it.”

As there is no doubt what “the faith” was, which he
preached after his conversion, so there is no doubt what
“the faith” was “which once he destroyed.” Within three
years after the commencement of his ministry, he saw
James the Lord’s brother, and abode with Peter fifteen days;
and at the expiration of the fourteen years, a// the Apostles
were ready to give him the right hand of fellowship. As
there is no doubt what “faith” /e preached (which was the
same which he had destroyed), so there is none as to what
faith the otkers preached, and /ad preached from the begin-
ning. His conversion was within six years of the Crucifixion.
As he from that time preached Jesus and the Resurrection,
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there is no doubt but that Jesus and the Resurrcction were
preached during the six years before his conversion. Hence,
from Paul’s four Epistles (whose genuineness is beyond con-
troversy), we are inevitably carried back to the first ministry
of any of the Apostles, for the time when the doctrine of the
Resurrection was first proclaimed. This conclusion is
reached without recourse to the testimony of either of the
Evangelists ; and believers may say with Renan, though in
a different spirit, “ Thanks to the Epistle to the Galatians!”
If from this Epistle the precise commencement of the ministry
of Peter and John cannot be determined, it must be inferred
that it was before, and apparently some time before, Paul’s
conversion, which, as has been seen, was within six years
of the Crucifixion. For this reason, as well as many others,
the importance of Paul's testimony can hardly be overesti-
mated. ’

But in order that its full force may be better apprehended,
it may be useful to present it more in detail, as: In Romans
“God commendeth his love toward us in that while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. v. 8); “ Christ being
raised from the dead, dieth no more” (Rom. vi. g) ; * Christ
that died, yea, rather that is risen again, who is even at the
right hand of God” (Rom. viii. 34); “Declared to be the
Son of God, with power according to the spirit of holiness,
by the resurrection from the dead” (Rom. i. 4) ; “The word
is nigh thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart, that is the
word of faith which we preach, that if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thy heart
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved ”
(Rom. x. 8, 9); And to the Galatians — “Paul, an Apostle,
not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God
the Father who raised /him from the dead” (Gal. i 1); And
to the Corinthians — “Now if Christ be preached that he
rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is
no resurrection of the dead!” * But if there be no resurrec-
tion of the dead, then is Christ not risen;” “And if Christ
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be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is
also vain;” “Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God
because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ,
whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not”
(1 Cor.xv. 12 to 16); “For I delivered unto you FIRST OF
ALr that which I also received, how that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures; and that he was

- buried, and that he rose again the third day according

to the Scriptures; and that he was seen of Cephas, then
of the twelve ; after that he was seen of about five hundred
brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain unto
this present, but some are fallen asleep; after that he was

seen of James; then of all the Apostles; and last of all he

was seen of me also, as one born out of due time; for I am
the least of the Apostles and am not meet to be called an
Apostle because I persecuted the Church of God” (1 Cor.
XV. 3—~10).

We know not with what body Jesus appeared to Paul six
years after his ascension; nor with what body or just when
his saints shall rise. But when Paul says that Christ, having
died for our sins, was buried and rose again the #ird day,
and was seen by those enumerated, it would be a most violent
perversion of language to infer that it was not a material
resurrection. His flesh had not then seen corruption, and he
had not yet ascended. The state of things had changed at
the time he was seen by Paul, and hence the mode of his

appearance was different. Paul could not have been igno-

rant that the Apostles were persuaded that they beheld and
handled the corporeal body of their risen Lord, and if he
had entertained a different idea of the character of the ap-
pearances to them, he could not have written as we have
quoted. As will be shown in subsequent chapters, he had
“received,” a corporeal resurrection, and so he “delivered.”
These four Epistles of Paul were written about A.D. 58, or
within less than thirty years from the Crucifixion. By them,
two things are established beyond dispute. Firss, the doc-
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trine of the Resurrection, whether true or false, is not a myz4
or legend, in any sense in which those words are commonly un-
derstood, or in any sense in which they should ever be used.
Nor are the appearances or supposed appearances of our risen
Lord, mentioned by Paul (whether they be regarded as real
or not), myths or legends. The doctrine of the Resurrection
was not the product of a subsequent age; it was received

from the beginning. Nor were the appearances of our risen.

Lord, which were the basis of that doctrine, the product of
a subsequent age. A skeptic, if he will or must, may say
that the doctrine is not true, and that the appearances which
were accepted as evidence of it were not real; but he cannot
without an abuse of language say that the one, or the others,
are myths or legends.

Second, the Apostles and early disciples most intensely
believed the doctrine to be true, and the appearances to be
real. Even Strauss is .compelled to admit their sincerity.
He concedes that the Epistle to the Corinthians is undoubt-
edly genuine. And he says that on its authority, “ One must
believe that many members of the primitive church who were
yet living at the time when this Epistle was written, espec-
ially the Apostles, were convinced that they had witnessed
appearances of the risen Christ.” (Strauss’ Life, etc., p. 832.)
And this is generally conceded by all skeptics at the present
day who have any claim to be even tolerably informed upon
the subject of the Resurrection, and any disposition to deal
with it in any spirit of fairness. This narrows our inquiry
very much. Thus far we rest on solid ground. We start
with the fact fully established, that we are not dealing with
myths, or legends, concerning a remote transaction. We
know precisely what convictions in respect to the Resurrec-
tion were entertained at the very time of the transaction, by
those best qualified to judge; and we also know many of the
facts, upon which these convictions were based. We may
say, if we choose, that the supposed appearances were not
real; but we cannot say they are an afterthought. They
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must have been entertained from the very beginning, cer-
tainly as early as the day of Pentecost. The Apostles bc.:-
lieved with most intense earnestness, that they had seen their
Risen Lord, and had received from him their Commission to
disciple all nations, baptizing them into the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. ' '
Their honesty being conceded, the only.questlon remain-
ing is, were they deceived ? Mistake on their part c.ould onl'y
have been in one of two things; either that he did not die
upon the cross, or else that he was not alive after\',vard. Aj‘xnd
here it is important to observe, that the Evange.hsts do little
more than give to some extent the times and .01rcumstances
of transactions already declared, in the Epistles, to have
occurred. Of course those transactions as they'wel"e under-
stood when the Epistles were written, /ad their tlgnes f.nd
circumstances. Paul declared what he had “ recewed,} —
that Jesus died and was buried: The Gospels state the time
and the attending circumstances. Paul declared, as he had
« yeceived,” — that Christ rose again the third day. The Gos-
pels state the circumstances, Paul declared., as he had “re-
ceived,” —that Jesus after he rose on the third day, was seen
by Cephas, then by the twelve, after that by abf)ut five hun-
dred brethren, after that by James, and then again by all the
Apostles. The Gospels and the first chapter of Acts state
the circumstances of some, though not of al], of these se\’r-
eral appearances. From what we know already from Paul’s
Epistles, further information from some source s'houldr be
expected ; and the Evangelists afford that information. We
must believe that they state the circumstances, as they were
understood when Paul wrote his Epistles, and as t}{ey were
understood when the Resurrection was first prf)claxmed on
the day of Pentecost. As the principal facts, i.c. the Res-
urrection and subsequent visiblé appearances till thfa As-
cension, were not an afterthought, neither are the circum-
stances attending them as recorded by .the Evangehsﬁs,
an afterthought. In respect to these circumstances, we
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can see and know what the Apostles supposed they saw, and
heard, and knew.

The Evangelists, therefore, by stating circumstances not
specified by Paul, enable us to determine more certainly,
whether the Apostles were deceived. And what they state
of Christ’s predictions of his death and his resurrection, may

also help us to determine whether the Apostles were de-
ceived.

} Strauss’ Life of Jesus, Vol. IL, pp. 843-4; Godet's Com. on St. Luke,
A.D. 1881, p. 511,

? Conybeare and Howson’s Life, etc., of Paul, p. g62.

? Judge Waite will not admit John's authorship, and he cites Eusebius
cc. 3-39, as having attributed the Apocalypse to John the Presbyter. This
may indicate a present * tendency” by skeptical writers to shift their
ground. Eusebius, however, only states that there were two, John the
Apostle, and John the Presbyter,” and that it is probable that the
second, if it be not allowed that it was the first, saw the Revelation
ascribed to John.” Justin Martyr had long before (Dial., ¢, 81) in ex-

press terms given John the Apostle as the author; and such is the general
verdict of scholars.

¢ Conybeare and Howson, pp. 438,.961, g64.

HIS PREDICTIONS CONCERNING HIMSELF. 89

CHAPTER XVL
HIS PREDICTIONS CONCERNING HIMSELF.

In the account of Christ’s crucifixion by Matthew and
Mark, it is recorded that they which passed by railed on him,
saying, — ¢ Thou that destroyest the temple and buildest it in
three days, save thyself”’ ; and that witnesses had testified to
the same accusation, but did not agree. The disagreement
seems to have been, that some (Mark xiv. 58) testified that
he said,—“I will destroy this temple that is made with
hands and in three days I will build another made without
hands,” and the others (Matthew xxvi. 61) “Iam able to destroy
the temple of God and to build it in three days.” The Evan-
gelists properly characterize both classes as false witnesses.
Jesus had not said, “I will destroy,” nor “I am able to de-
stroy,” but, “Destroy (skox) this temple.” It was not a
destroying by /Aim, but by them ; and it was the temple of
his own body. It was the earliest, and in some respects the
most striking of his predictions of his death and resurrection.
It was on the occasion of his cleansing the temple at the first
Passover. The Jews demanded of him, “ What sign showest
thou unto us, seeing thou doest these things?” Jesus said,
« Destroy this temple and in three days I will raiseit up.” The
Jews therefore said, “ Forty and six years was this temple in
building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? But he
‘'spake of the temple of his body. When, therefore, he was
raised from the dead his disciples remembered that he spake
this, and they believed the Scripture and the word which
Jesus had said.” (John ii. 13 to 22.) ‘

It must have been soon after this Passover, and certainly
before John the Baptist was cast into prison, that Jesus said
to Nicodemus, that, as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
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whosoever believeth may in him have eternal life.  (John iii.
14, 15.) Nicodemus does not appear again, until his mild
protest to the rest of the Sanhedrim, —*Doth our law judge
a man except it first hear from himself, and know what he
doeth ?”?  They answered and said unto him, “ Art thou also
of Galilee? Search and see that out of Galilee ariseth no
prophet.”” He was silent. (John viii. 45 to 52.) But when
Jesus had been put to death as a malefactor, no longer afraid,
he comes with Joseph of Arimathea, bringing a mixture of
myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds weight, and they
gave the Crucified One a princely burial. (John xix. 39, 40,
41.) What had wrought this change in Nicodemus? The
lifting up upon the cross, was to /Zém assured proof that Jesus
was a true “ prophet, and more than a prophet.”

On more than one occasion in his early ministry, Jesus in
reply to a demand for a sign from heaven had said, “ There
shall no sign be given but the sign of Jonah the prophet;
for as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of
the whale, so shall the Son of man be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth.” (Matthew xii. 38 to 40;
Luke xi. 29.) That he should be there only three days and
three nights implied his resurrection. To any objection that
he was not in the tomb any part of three nights, the cus-
tomary? use of language among the Jews is a sufficient an-
swer. In the Zalm lhieros, it is said that a day and a night
together make up a period; and a part of such a period is
counted as the whole. It is a received? rule among the Jews
that a part of a day is put for the whole. Vet that the pre-
diction was expressed in such terms, is strong evidence of
the truthfulness of the record. As Godet well says, “ Who
would ever have dreamed of falsely putting in the mouth of
Jesus the expression three days and three nights, when in
actual fact the time spent in the tomb did not exceed one
day and two nights?”

Jesus, when called to account for healing on the Sabbath

. day, answered: “ My Father worketh even until now, and I
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work.” For this cause, therefore, the Jews sought the more
to kill him, because he not only broke the Sabbath, but also
called God his own Father, making himself equal with God.
In reply Jesus said: “For as the Father raiseth the dead,
and quickeneth them, even so the Son quickeneth whom he
will. . . . Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour cometh
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of
God ; and they that hear shall live. . . . Marvel not at this,
for the hour cometh, in which all that are in the tomb shall
hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done
ill, unto the resurrection of judgment.” (John v. 1 to 29.)

. In his discourse in the Synagogue at Capernaum, concern-
ing the manna, he said to the Jews: ¢ The bread which I
give is my flesh (that is, my life), for the life of the world.
. . . For my flesh is meat indeed, and my bloed is drink in-
deed. . . . Many therefore of his disciples when they heard,
said, ‘This is a hard saying; who can hear it?’ DBut Jesus
knowing in himself that his disciples murmured at this, said
unto them, ¢ Doth this cause you to stumble? Wiat then
if ye behold the Son of man ascending where he was before.””
(John vi. 30 to 63.)

His first distinct announcement that he should be put to
death and be raised from the dead, was upon Peter's con-
fession, — “ Thou art the Christ the Son of the living God;”
and it doubtless was in consequence of this confession. It
was after John the Baptist had been put to death, and after
the third Passover, but before the time had come for a public
declaration of his Messiahship ; for he charged the disciples
that they should tell no man that he was the Christ. The place
was in the coast of Cesarea Philippi, near the sources of the Jor-
dan. With verbal differences, the same account substantially
is given by each of the Synoptics, and as follows : “ From that
time began Jesus to show unto his disciples, how that he
must go into Jerusalem and suffer many things of the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and the third day be raised up.”
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(Matthew xvi. 21.) “And he began to teach them that the
Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the
elders and the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed,
and after three days rise again.”” (Mark viii. 31.) “The Son
of Man must suffer many things and be rejected of the elders
and thé chief priests and scribes and be killed, and the third
day be raised up.” (Luke ix. 22.) Such is the testimony of
these three witnesses. They agree also, that he warned the
disciples not to anticipate worldly glory, but the reverse.
Peter, from /is conception of the Messiahship, treated
Christ’s predictions of his death as but gloomy forebodings,
and began to rebuke him, saying, “Be it far from thee, Lord ;
this shall never be unto thee.” But he turned and said unto
Peter, “ Get thee behind me, Satan; thou art a stumbling
block unto me: for thou mindest not the things of God but
the things of men.” (Matthew xvi. 23; Mark viii. 33.)

Six or eight days after these transactions Jesus took with
him Peter and John and James, and went up into a mountain to
pray; and he was transfigured before them. As they were
coming down from the mountain ‘“he commanded them to tell
the vision to no man until the Son of Man be risen from the
dead.” (Matthew xvii. 1, 2; Mark viil. 2 to g; Luke ix. 28
to 36. Mark adds (doubtless from Peter), that they kept that

saying, questioning among themselves, what the rising again-

from the dead should mean.

Elijah’s appearance suggested to them the question, “ Why
do the scribes say that Elijah must first come?” To which
Jesus replied, “ Elijah is come already, and they knew him not,
but did unto him whatsoever they listed. Even so shall the
Son of Man also suffer of them.” Then understood the disciples
that he spake unto them of John the Baptist (Matthew xvii. 10
to 13). Mark (ix. 12 to 14) puts the reference to the Son of
Man in the form of a question: “ And how is it written of
the Son of Man that he should suffer many things and be
set at naught? But I say unto you that Elijah is come, and
they have also done unto him whatsoever they listed, even
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as it is written of him.” In either form his own death is
predicted. .

After the transfiguration he went to Capernaum, passing
through Galilee. “And while they abode in Galilee, Jesus
said unto them, * The Son of Man shall be delivered up into the
hands of men ; and they shall kill him, and the third day he
shall be raised up.’ And they were exceeding sorry.” (Mat-
thew xvii. 22, 23) “‘The Son of Man is delivered up into
the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and when he is
killed, after three days he shall rise again”’ But they under-
stood not the saying, and were afraid to ask him.” (Mark
ix. 30to 32) “‘Let these words sink into your ears: for
the Son of Man shall be delivered up into the hands of men.’
But they understood not this saying, and it was concealed from
them that they should not perceive it ; and they were afraid
to ask him about this saying.” (Luke ix. 44, 45.) Itis not
necessary to suppose that it was otherwise concealed than by
their dullness of apprehension, and preconceived opinions.

At the feast ‘of Tabernacles, Jesus said to the officers
whom the Pharisees had sent to take him: “Yet a little
while am I with you, and I go unto him that sent me. Ye
shall seek me and shall not find me: and where I am ye
cannot come.” (John vil. 32 to 35.) :

He said the same to the Pharisees or the “Jews,” the day
following the feast as he taught in the temple; and they
said, “ Will he kill himself, that he saith whither I go ye
cannot come ?”’  In reply, after repeating his previous decla-
ration, he said, “ When ye have lifted up the Son of Man,
then shall ye know that 1 am he, and that I do nothing of
myself, but as the Father taught me, I speak these things.
And he that sent me is with me ; he hath not left me alone;
for I do always the things that are pleasing to him.” (John
viil. 21 to 30.)

In the parable of the good shepherd spoken soon after
the Feast, Jesus says: “I am the good shepherd . . . and I
lay down my life for the sheep. . .. Therefore doth the
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Father love me because I lay down my life that I may take
it again. No man taketh it away from me, but I lay it down
of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power
to take it again. This commandment received I of my
Father.” (Johnx. 11 to 18.)

He said to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life;
he that believeth on me, though he die yet shall he live.”
(John xi. 25.)

As he was going up to Jerusalem to the Passover at which
he was to suffer, he again repeated his announcement to his
disciples. “Behold we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of
Man shall be delivered unto the chief priests and scribes ;
and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him
unto the Gentiles to mock, to scourge, and to crucify ; and
the third day he shall be raised up.” (Matthew xx. 18, 19.)
“Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man shall
be delivered unto the chief priests and the scribes; and they
shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him unto the
Gentiles ; and they shall mock him, and shall spit upon him,
and shall scourge him, and shall kill him; and after three
days he shall rise again.” (Mark x. 33, 34.) “Behold we
go up to Jerusalem, and all the things that are written by the
prophets shall be accomplished unto the Son of Man ; for he
shall be delivered up unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked,
and shamefully entreated, and spit upon; and they shall
scourge and kill him ; and the third day he shall rise again.
And they understood none of these things; and this saying
was hid from them; and they perceived not the things that
were said.” (Luke xviil. 31 to 34.)

Immediately after (as it would seem), the mother of James
and John came with them with the request, that the sons
might sit one on his right hand, and one on his left hand, in
his kingdom. The ten were moved with indignation. But
Jesus said, “ The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto,
but to minister and to give his life a ransom for many.”
(Matthew xx. 20 to 28; Mark x. 45.)
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Six days before the Passover, he came to Bethany, where
Lazarus was whom he had raised from the dead, and they
made him a supper in the house of Simon; and Mary (the
sister of Lazarus) anointed his head and feet with very pre-
cious ointment. This excited the anger of Judas. Jesus
said, “ Why trouble ye the woman, for she hath wrought a
good work upon me. For ye have the poor-always with you;
but me ye have not always, for in that she poured this oint-
ment upon my body she did it to prepare me for burial.
Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this Gospel shall be
preached in the whole world, that also which this woman
hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.” (Mat-
thew xxvi. 6 to 13; Mark xiv. 3 to 10; John xii. 2 to 8.)

Immediately after his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, on
the first day of the week of his crucifixion, he was told that
certain Greeks desired to see him. It was to him a sign of
his glorification among the Gentiles, and, therefore, of his
death. He answered, “ The hour is come that the Son of
Man should be glorified. Verily, verily I say unto you, except
a grain of wheat fall into the earth and die, it abideth by itself
alone; but if it die, it beareth much fruit. . . . Now is my
soul troubled ; and what shall I say? Father, save me from
this hour. But for this cause came I unto this hour. . . .
And L if T be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men
unto myself.” But this he said signifying by what manner of
death he should die.” (John xii. 20 to 22,

The parable of the wicked husbandman (to be found in all
the Synopticsy represents them as killing the son and heir,
by whom, as the context shows, our Lord was intended.
And Jesus said, “Did ye never read in the Scriptures :

‘The stone which the builders rejected,
The same was made the head of the corner;

This was from the Lord,
And it is marvellous in our eyes.’

Therefore, say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be
taken away from you, and shall be given to a nation bringing
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forth the fruits thereof. And he that falleth on this stone
shall be broken to pieces; but on whomsoever it shall fall,
it will scatter him as dust.” (Matthew xxi. 42 to 45 ; Mark
xil. 1 to 12; Luke xx. g to 10.) :

And every day he was teaching in the temple ; every night
he went out and lodged in the Mount of Olives till the third
day of the week (Tuesday) with which his public ministry
ended; and then he departed from the temple, never to
return,

When he had finished his teaching in the temple, he said
unto his disciples, “ Ye know that after two days the Pass-
over cometh, and the Son of Man is delivered up to be cruci-
fied.” (Matthew xxvi. 2.)

Peter and John, as he had directed, made ready the Pass-
over, and when the hour was come, he sat down, and the
Apostles with him. And he said unto them, ‘“ With desire I
have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.”
(Luke xxii. 7 to 15.)

All the Evangelists state, that Jesus at the Passover sup-
per said to the twelve, “ One of you shall betray me”’; and two

of the Evangelists say that he designated the traitor, by the
giving of the sop. (Matthew xxvi. 21 to 25 ; Mark xiv. 18 to.

21; Luke xxii. 21 to 23; John xiil. 21 to 35.)

After giving him the sop, Jesus said to Judas, ¢ That thou

"

doest do quickly;” and he having received the sop, went

out straightway to carry out that which he had before agreed ;.

and it was night. (Luke xxii. 2 to 6; John xiii. 26 to 30.)

After Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “ Now is the son of

man glorified, and God is glorified in him; and to Peter he
said, Whither I go thou canst not follow me now, but thou
shalt follow afterwards.” (John xii. 36, 37.) -

To the institution of the Lord’s Supper, there is the testi-
mony of the three Synoptic Gospels, and that of Paul; four
witnesses ; and its constant observance from that time to the
present. It was to commemorate his death to the end of the

world, — “ Take, eat, this is my body. . . . Drink yeallof it ;
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for this is my blood of the covenant which is shed for many
unto remission of sins.” (Matthew xvii. 26to 28.) “Take ye;
this is my body.” “This is my blood of the covenant which
is shed for many.” (Mark xiv. 22 to 25.) “This is my body
which is given for you; this do in remembrance of me. . . .
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, ever that which
is poured out for you.” (Luke xxii. 18 to 22.) This is my
body, which is for you; this do in remembrance of me. . .
This cup is the new covenant in my blood; this do as oft
as ye drink 7 in remembrance of me. For as often as ye
eat this bread and drink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord’s
death till he come.” (1 Corinthians xi. 23 to 28.)

To his saying that he would go before them into Galilee

“after his resurrection, there are fwo witnesses. It was after

they had sung their hymn, and had gone out unto the Mount
of Olives. “All ye shall be offended in me this night ; for
it is written I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the
flock shall be scattered abroad. But after I am raised up I
will go before you into Galilee.” So, Matthew. Mark’s
account is: “And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be
offended ; for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and
the sheep shall be scattered abroad. Howbeit after I am
raised up I will go before you into Galilee. (Matthew xxvi.
31, 32 ; Mark xiv. 27, 28.)

That Peter should thrice deny that he knew him, is proved
by a/l the Evangelists. “ Verily, verily, I say unto thee, that
this night before the cock crow thou shalt deny me thrice.”
(Matthew xxvi. 34, 35.) “I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall
not crow this day, until thou shalt thrice deny that thou
knowest me.” (Luke xxii. 34) “Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, the cock shall not crow till thou hast denied me thrice.”
(John xiii. 38.) Mark (probably from Peter himself) says
that when Peter ‘said, “ Although all should be offended, yet
will not I,” Jesus said to him, “ Verily I say unto thee, that
thou to-day, even this night, before the cock crow twice, shalt
deny me thrice.” “But he spake exceeding vehemently, If






