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' A Tha11]<fgiving Difcourfe.

PSALM CXLVIL 12, i3, 14.

Praife the LORD, Q Ferufalem : Praife thy God, O Zion,

For be bath firengthened the bars of thy gates : be bath blef« |
Jed thy children within thee.

He maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth thee with the fincff
of the wheat.
FE\HE fignal favours for which the inhabitants of thefe
; l United States are called upon by providence and
our rulers to give thanks unto the great Governour of the
world, and celebrate his high praifes this day, bear {fuch's
{ftriking' refemblance to thofe for which the infpired pfalm-
1t here calls upon Jerufalem and Zion to praife the Lorp,
that the words now read {€em peculiarly fuitable to ftand
at the head of a difcourfe on this joyful accafiop.

By ftrength derived from the Liorb our Gop, and his
blefling upon the childien of this country, it is, that we
have been enabled fuccefsfully to refift, and completely
defeat, our unnatural enemies in their unjuft, formidable

#nd cruel attempts to bring flavery and run upon us. ﬂ;
e e _ \



( 6 ) ~

The bars of our gates (that is, our advantages and capa-
city for felf-defence) compared with the great power of
the enemy, were exceedingly weak and flender.

Wuen our jult and invaluable rights were threatened
and attacked by Britain, we had, at firfl, no idea of mak-.
ing refiffance to her unrightenus and alarming attempts
in any way bhut that of humble petitions, remonitrances

and non-importation agrecments.

Wrin hoftilities were commenced, and we were oblig-
ed to fly to arms in our own defence, and oppofe force by
force, the anly rational profpect we had of fuccefs arofe
from the jultice of our caufe, and our application to and
truft in Gob for help---even that Goo, who 1s a refuge for
the oppreffed, a refuge in time of trouble.  For be aclivereth
the needy when be crieth : The poor alfo, and bim that bathk

no helpery and will break in pieces the oppreffor.

At that diftrefling period the prayer of Jehofhaphat
well became us : ¢ Behold, how they reward us, to come

to caft us out of thy poffeflien which thou haft given us to
inherit. O our Gop wilt thou not judge them ? for

we have no might againft this great company that com-

cth againft us; neither know we what to do, but our eyes

are upoen chee*.””

As then there was a {pecial propriety 1n our making ufe
of this prayer; fo now there s no lefs propriety in our
adopting the language of Gop’s ancient people, and {ay-
ing, ¢ Ifit had not been the Lorp who was on our fide,
when men rofe up againft us: then they had f{wallowed
us up quick, when their wrath was Kindled againft us :
‘Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the ftream had gone
over our foul. Then the proud waters had gone over
our foul. Bleffed be the Lorp, who hath not given us a
prey to their teeth. , Our foul is efcaped as a bird out of
che fhare of the fowlers ; the fnare is broken and we are
efcaped. Our help is in the name of the Lorp who made

heaven and eartht.” Gop
® 3 Chron. x3. 11, 12 + Plalms cxxive |
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Gop hath blefled the children, the inhabitants, of this
“country with that firft and great blefling, Be fruitful and
multiply and replenifb the land., 'When our forefathers firft
came 1into this then howling wildernefs, they were few in
number : But, through the fmiles and benediétion of
heaven, they increafed with furprifing rapidity; and for the
time, we had become, previoully to the late conteft, a nu-

merous people. .

He hath alfo blefled us by putting it into the hearts of
our pious anceftors early to found public feminaries of
learning, which under his divine aufpices have flourithed,
and been the means of {preading moft important and ufeful
knowledge among the children of America. Many of her
fons have been trained up and qualified for eminent fer-
vice both in church and ftate. In emergencies the moft
critical and trying there never has been wanting a {ufh-
cient number of able patriots to lead and guide their
brethren in paths of fafety. And through an uncommon
diffufion of knowledge, and a peculiar attention to the fub-.
jedts of civil and religious liberty, the minds of the. great
body of the people were eminently prepared for aflerting
their juft rights at the time when they were affaulted in
the moft violent and dangerous manner.

BuT, though we were in thefe refpeéts greatly bleffed
and ftrengthened by Gop, in many other refpects the bars
of our gates were very weak.

THE inhabitants being fcattered over a large extent
of country---living under different governments---~
entertaining ftrong local prejudices---having various
and oppofite interefts, and being unfkilled in war, werc,
to human appearance, in a condition to make but a fee-
ble refiftance againft an army of regular, well difciplined
Lroops. |

BriTaIn, anation old in the art of war, and famous for
the valour of her forces, was full of the opinion, that a few
regiments of her veteran {oldiers were abundantly {uffi-

gient to break through all oppofition we could make to
- | her
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her defpotic mandates, and reduce us‘in a very fhort time
., toabjet fubmiffion,
Y e, . v

L

. 'Wuen we appeared thus contemptible to a nation which
had been wont to judge well of the ftrength of thofe with
whom fhe engaged in war---when we were poflefied of the
moft formidable ideas of the power of thofe who feemed
to be determined upon our ruin; knowing it to be eafy
for them to attack us in any part of our country, and, by
taking fuch meafures as human policy would naturally fug-
geft, to increafe the many and great obftacles already in
the way of uniting  our f{trength---then, through the al-
moit miraculous intuence of divine providence, a moft fur-
prifing,laudable and heroic {piritol oppofition to the alarm-
ing claims of Britain was diffufed throughout the continent;
and a wonderful union ct the inhabitants of the diffefent
and diltant provinces and coionies was formed in mea-
fures to ward off the evils intended againft them.---In this
important relpeét Gop blefled the children of this land ;
and by uniting them, greatly flrengthened the bars of our
gates.

~ Nor long before the commencement of hoftilicies IHea-
ven bleffed us by exciting in the inhabitants, 1n every pat
of the country, a very uncommon attention to the art ml-
atary, whereby they ‘became the better fitted to refift an
armed force. And when the firft blood was fhed (which
was done by Britons*,) he girded the militia with ftrength,
and mipired them with courage and valour, greatly unex-
peted and alarming to Britith veterans, who had-been
ever taught to look {or little or no oppofition from {uch
a body of men.

WHEN an army fuddenly became neceflary to oppofe
the enemy, and reftrain them {rom  marching wherefoever
they pleafed, and making wanton deftru€tion of the hives
and property ot the inhabitants, then the I.orp our Gop
bleffed us in fpiriting fomany to offer themielves, willing-
ly, for the-dc%ence of their country, cven to the jeoparding

| | -~ of
* At Lexington, April 19, 1775, 2
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of their lives 1n thc.)}igh places of the field. And how
did he teach their jgnds to war and their fingers to fight !
How did he ftrengthen them in the memorable battle of
Bunker Hill*!---Fle, who can fave by few as well as by ma-
ny, was on our fide enabling a finall number of raw un-
difciplined troops to oppofe with fuch firmnefs and ardour,

-alarge body of chofen Britifh veterans conduéted by one of
their moft able'Generals, and to do {uch execution, as ftruck
the army of Britain with a dread from which they never
recovered during the whole war.

Tur conviétion of American courage, valour and intre-
. g8 ’ ’ . -

pidity, as well as {kill 1n the ufe of the firelock, produced
in the breafts of our enemies by this battle, was a means
by which Gop added very fignal and lafting {trength to
the Dars of our gatcs, occifioning thereby fuch fear and
caution in them not only through that campaign, but af-
terwards, even when they were in therr greateft force, as
was our main fecurity until we had opporcunity, to form
and difcipline a permanent army.

"Gop hath blefled the children of this land not only by
infpiring them with a love of liberty and their country, and
exciting fo many voluntarily to take up arms and go forth
to meet the enemy, but in raifing up and qualifying fuch
numbers_for officers of every rank and fubordination, who
have donemoft worthily and merited much from their bre-
thren,---and efpecially, n {orming, preparingand accom=
plithing oxEafteramoltpecua/iar manner, to take the princi-
pal conmmand of our forces; andin fixing theeyesof all Ifra-
¢l on himas the manmoft fuitable,in every refpe, to fuftain
the high, arduous and moft important office of Captain~
General and Commaﬁr}&ier in Chief of the Patriot Army.

O America, how hath the Lorp of hofts, even thy Gonb,

» ftrengthened the bars of thy gates, and bleffed thy children
within thee, by raifingupa Wasurnérox,.oneof thine own

{fons, and enduing him with fuch fingular accomplifhments
and placing him at the head of thine armies !-~-centering the
N B affettions

*_‘ June 17, 15735,
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affeions both of oflicers and foldiers from different parts -
of the commcnt, as well as the confidenc® of the inhabi-
tants, in him---rendering him the means of divefling at
once, of their deep rooted pu]mhcc s againlt one another,
the men who compofed the different lmcs, of the army, and
uniting them in the moft endearing bonds of brotherly
love and fllCl’ldﬂ'le,--—thl()Ulrh him fo fuddenly, to the
wonder of the world, forming trom raw mate rials a regu-
lar well difaiplined mnw-—-#wommu him with uninter-
rupted health and vigour amidit mcLﬂ ant Lales, fatigues
and w..{t:.Jum‘*b---ﬂuclnlnm Tim in fimminent muwc:s—-—m-
{piring him “with uncmunp]ul patience and fmumdc---
kccpmg alive s brealt that pawriotic Hame which no

difappointments however mmunmg and difcouraging, nor .
any offers in the power of the enemy to make, could ex-
tinguith---nuking him the glory of Americans, the envy
of Bntons, and the admirationof all the powers of Furope ;

and giving him to {ee his delire on his enemies, in their
being brought to give up thewr unrighteous claims, and
leave us in the quiet enjoyment of our invaluable liberties

by withdrawing their troops trom our fhores.

Tuor Lowrp, the Gon of this American Irael, ftrength-
ened us in our weak, feeble and unprovided umdltlon, by
turntfhing us 1n ways and by means unexpected, with
clothing for our troops, and ordnance, arms, ammunition
and military ftores 5 caufing many of thefe neceflary arti- -
cles provided at the expence of the enemy and intended for
thc, ufe of their army, to fall into our hands ; and-render-
ing our anmed vellels fuccefsful in making prizes of vaft
other treafure’and wealth floating upon the {eas in Britith

bottoms.

Gop highly favoured the inhabitants of this country
while groaning under the oppreflion ot Britain---a nation,
whole fovercign we acknowledged as our own, and to whom
we, were always ready to yuld all due loyalty and cvery
veafonable fubmiffion, ncver refufing any requifition not
-militating with our charter rights: But a nation, and a

King, winch, not content with thc poﬂt.ﬂmn and excrcifc of
conftitutional
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conftitutional authouity, and lufting after defpotie -
© power, broke through the facred barrier of charters, ex-
plicitly claimed @ right to bind us in all cafes whatfoever,
and fent againit us a tremendous armed torce to rob us of
our liberty, and river the chains ot flavery upon us.---
When this was the difinal fituation of thy children, O
America, then the Lorp thy Gop bleffed them by pre-
fenting them with a fair opportunity of atferting their na-
tural right to national independence---an ndependence
not tndeed fought by them---But an opportunity abun-
dantly fufficient to juitity them in fuch a meature 1n the
eyes of the whole world, not excepting-Britain hericlf,

Wuar, fays Mr. Hartley, a member of the Britifh
Houfe of Commons, and a gentleman of diftinguithed
charalter, in his let-ers to his conftituents, ¢ What had
the Amertcans to look to after the refufal of their laft pe-
tition, but to feek for-fhelter in their own ftrength and 1n-
dependence ? They were cut off from all poftible commu-
nication with theirfovercign and their mother country ;. and
the Arft aét of che fecond feflion of Parliament” was to calt
them out of all national and parbamentary  protection. ;
to fend vwenty thouland German mercinaries againtt them;
to 1ncite an infurreétion ot negroes againft thewr mafters,
and to let loofe the Indian favages upon their mnocent and
unarmed backlettlers, and upon defencelefs women and
children.  They had petitioned and addrefied ; they had
difclaimed every idea of independence ; in return for
which adminiftration fends againft them an army of fifty
thouland men.  Now let munifters anfwer to Gop and
their country tor the blood which they have fhed. The
blood of thoufands of their fellow creatures, wiltully and
premeditatedly thed in an unjuit caufe wiil be required
at their hands ; who have taken their full ftretch of ven-
geance In their attempts to deftroy and to lay walle to the
utmolt of their malignant power the lives, liberty, proper-
ty and all the rights of mankind.”

Going, with this writer, upon the {uppofition that the

mimifters alane are chargeable with all this injuftice and
crueley
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cruclty, what fafety could we any longer have had in a
connection with, and chcnd'encc on, a nation, which would
fuffer a few evil and deligning men raifed co that impor-
tant office, to imploy the great national ftrength in wrecaks-
ing their diabolical malice on every thing dear to us?
What remained for us but to fhake off our conneétion with
‘them ¢ What people, or what perfon, that thinks rational-
ly and deliberately would not approve of fuch an aét in
us ¢ When, fays the fame writer,  When all thofe tranfa
actions fhall come hereafter to be revifed in fome cooler
hour, 1 am confident there is not a man with a Britifh
heart who will not fay, that in the fame circumfitances he
would have acted as the Americans have done.”

Bur the minifters alowe are not reiponfible for thefe
mcafures, however criminal they were in recommending
and advifing to them : They muft be confidered as the
meafures of the nation in general ; for each branch of the
Britith government concurred 1n adopting and authoriz-
ing them. In this light they were viewed, and were open-
ly reprobated by many of the wifclt and belt men in Bri-
fain.

SEVERAL of the Pcers of the realim, Noblemen of the
firlt reputation and greateft political difcernment, all along
publicly oppofed, and declared againit,the national condudt
refpedting this country, as greatly injurious and tending.
to force us to break oftf our conneftion with the parent.
ftate. In the proteft of the Lords againft the prohibitory
bill, they exprefsly fay, ¢« We are preparing the minds of
the Americans for that independence we charge them with
affecting, whillt we drive them to the neceflity of it by ré-
peated injuries,”

By thefe tyrannical, cruel and wicked deeds of our cne-
mies, Heaven, whofe glory it 1s to bring good out of evil,
granted us this opportunity, ‘“not in the gloomy age of
ignorance and fuperftition, but at an‘epocha,” as our 1il-
luftrious Comimander in Chief in his laft circular letter judt-
ly and elegantly obferves, ¢ but at an epocha when the

rights
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rights of mankind were better underftood and more clear-
ly defined than at any former period ;---the refearches of
the human mind after focial happinefs have been carried
to a great extent---the treafures of knowledge acquired by
the labours of philofophers, fages and legiflators through
a {ucceflion of years, are laid open for our ufe, and their
. colleted wifdom may be happily applied to the eftablifh-
ment of our forms of government.---The free cultivation
of letters, the unbounded extention of commerce, the pro-

reflive refinement of manners, the growing liberality of -
?entimcnt, and above all, the pure and benign light of re-
velation, have had a meliorating influence on mankind,
and increafed the bleflings of fociety ;---at this aufpicious
period,” IHeaven was pleafed to prefent thefe ftates with a fair
opportunity of afferting their natural right as an indepen-
dent nation ; and what 1s more, bleffed them with a heart
. to embrace it, tinfpiring the worthy patriots of which Con-
~ grefs was then compofed, with refolution, fortitude and
courage tn circumitances of the greateft hazard, to frame,
fign and publifh that immortal aét which gives us a rank
among the nations of the earth.

Tue independence of thefe United States, through the
wonderful operations of divine providence, beingdeclared,
and our conne&ion with Britain ina formal manner for-
ever diffolved (though not till long after the ¢ had with
her own harids violently broken every bond of union”)
and we having to {upport ourfelves in our new charaéter .
as a {eparate nation, againft the formidable efforts of
a cruel, difappointed and enraged enemy, fully bent
<I)_1‘1 our deftruction, ourhelp was only in the name of the

ORD. _

WHEN other nations ftood at a diftance, aiazed at our
fituation, the 1flue of the conteft being.too doubtful to ren-
der 1t prudent or fafe for any of them -openly to efpoufe
our caufe and afford us aid, however well they might with
us---when our affdirs were atthe loweft ebb, and worethe
moft gloomy afpet---then the Lorp our Gob wrought 2

molt marvellous change in them by the glorious vi&orle:.
0

4
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‘of T'renton® and Princetont, granted in quick {ucceffiors
to a finall but brave army under the immediate condudt of
our wife, enterprifing, vigilant and intrepid Commander
Chief---and the next campaignd, by delivering into our
hands in a moft furpeiling manner, General Burgoyne and
the whole of his large army, who threatened deftruction to
the northern part of the country, and from whom the Bri-
tith nation had moft raifed expeélations.

In thefe wonderful events the interpofition of divine
providence on behalt of thefe ftates, was too conlpicuous
not to be difcerned and owned by the moft unoblerving.
and' unbelieving mind. By means ot theni, Heaven not
only encouraged our hearts, und ftrengthened our hands a-
mong ourfelves, butblefled us withreputation abdread, and
convinced one of the moft magnanimousPrinces and pow-
erful nations in Europe, that our caufe was worthy of at-
tention, and that it would not be dithonourable or unfafe for
them publicly to acknowledge our ndependence, and ¢n-
ter into a treaty of alliance and friendflup wich usj).

By {uch an acknowledgment on the part of a MonARcH
of fo refpectable a nation as that of Irance, and of {fuch
perfonal and royal accomplifhments as l.outs THE Six-
TEENTH 18 well known to be poffefled of---and by fuch a
treaty, atreaty founded in mutual intereft € as was open-
ly confelled, and therefore natural and likely o be lafting,”
Gop blefled the children of America, and ftrengthened
the bars of our gates to {uch a degree as greatly confound-
cd our enemies, and might well have ftruck their minds
with full conviction, that it would be in vain to make any

{urther eflorts to break them.

But being too haughty and too revengeful to give over
the unrighteous purfuit, Britain ftill profecuted the war
with great vigour, and with a wantonnefs and cruelty eter-
nally difgraceful to her: And Heaven*continued to blels
and ftrengthen us, furprilingly maintaining, the union of

- the
* Dec. =§. 4 Jan. . ¥ Iy 17T
A This t?'g:it;.{»{as ﬁg‘jlceji E‘e)}.’ 61,71372. F Ok 1p 171
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the {tates againft every infidious, artful and bafe attempt
of enemies without and enemies within, to divide and.weak-
¢n them---preferving the purity of Congrefs amidit all
endeavours to corrupt the rnembers of it, and continuing
the ftability and patriotifm of the refpective Legiflatures
unfhaken---mfpiring our armies with nvincible and
unhcard of patience under every {uffering and hard-
thip, giving wonderful cflicacy to the {ingular example,
the earnefl exhortations and intreaties of their excellent and
areatly beloved General, as the mecans of quieting and
keeeping them together---deteéting 1n a very critical mo-
ment, the infernal confpiracy of Arneld®, and thereby pre-
venting a moft important poft with a confiderable part of
our troops and the perfon of the Commander in Chiet, from
being delivered at once into the hands of the enemy---in-
ducing our great, generous and patriotic AHy early to fend
to our aid a iquadron which did us much fervice 1n difcon-
certing the defigns of the enemy ; and afterwards a large
body of chofen troops under leaders of diftinguithed abili-
tics and the moft eftablithed military reputatton, which
continucd with us during the war ; and indue time a navy
{uperior to that ot the enemy---turning the wifdom of our
cnemies into foolifhnefs---direéting, influencing and {fuc-
ceeding the joint councils of the Generals of the allied ar-
mies to the aftonifhment of all both friends and foes---or-
clering the uncertain arrival of the flect laft {ent to our help,
to take place at a moft important juncture, and thereby
entirely fruftrating the defigns of the Bnufh (leet which
was forced to fly before it---giving the combined armies
an opportunity to crofs the Chefapeak with fafety into
Virginja, and affifting them in befieging and reducing
York-Town, and making prifoners of war Ear] Cornwal-
lis, the boafted General of Britain, and his whole army :
By which means, together with the fuccefies granted our ar-
my in the fouthern ftaces, and the acknowledgement of our
independence by Spain and Holland, Gob added fuch a
degrce of ftrength to the bars of our gates as mightily
brought down the pride of Britain, and compelled that na-
- tion
*® This confpiracy was difcovered Sept. 25, 1730
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tion with their fovercign, which, not {even years before,
fcornfully refufed humble petitions from us as part of the
Britith empire and his loyal fubjeéts, to be iz in propof-
ing a pacification on terms no lefs mortifying to them, and
honourable to us, than'an acknowledgement of the Unit«
ed States of America to be FREE, SOVEREIGN AND INDE-
PENDENT STATES™.

Tue time would fail me, as well as my ability, to re-
colle&t and take particular notice of all the marvellous
events and methods by which the Loorp our Gop, in his
moft wife, merciful and gracious providence, hath ftrength-
ened and blefled us through an eight years fevere and
bloody war in defence of our ineftimable liberties and privi-
leges. I have mentioned fuch as have occurred to mind,
and appear to me the moft memorable, and to hald a prin-
cipal rank among thofe events.

IT would argue a cruninal want of gratitude, to pafs
over in filence the very uncommon health with which
Heaven favoured both the inhabitants and the armies of
thefe ftates, during by far the greater part of the time we
were engaged 1n the war---and alfo the great abundance
of provifions for the fupply of unufual demands, notwith-
ftanding all the wafte made by the ravages of the enemy,
and the pecuhar difadvantage for tilling the ground and
faving the fruits of- the earth, occafioned by the fcarcity of
labourers, and the alarms by which the hufbandmen were
?equent}y interrupted 1n the moft bufy and critical {ea-
ons.

Anbp it is worthy of our particular grateful notice, that
Gop hath bleffed~the children of this land in raifing up
from among them fuch a'number of men, and enduing
them with fuch eminent abilities---fuch deep penetration
~--fuch patriotifm---fuch firmnefs---fuch dignity of con--
duct---fuch integrity, perfeverance, and ativity, as have

| done

* The provifional articles of peace, in the firtt of which his Bri-

tannic Majefty makes this acknowledgment, were figned at Pans,
November 30, 1782. ‘



{ 17 )

. done us fingular honour and rendered us effential fervice,
as in Congrefs and the General Affemblies, {fo at Fo-
reign Courts by various, important and moft fuccefsful'ne-

ociations; particularly with refpect to the provifional and
gc'ﬁnitivc articles of peace, which our Minifters Plenipo-
tentiary have'beentnolt happily inftrumental ot obtainingr,
ettling and eftablifhing---articles greatly to our honour,
our falety, our advantage and our happinefs.~--I‘or thele
things we have abundant reafon to come before the Lorp
with thank(giving, and to cater his gates with praife, as
we profefs to do thisday,

Pratse the Llorp, O America Praife thy Gon, O Unit-
ed States: Y'or he hath {trengthened the bars of thy gates:
He hath bleffed thy childeen wichin thee, e maketh

peace In vhy borders.

Tur time, the long withed for time is come, and it is
come much foener than we could reafonably have expect-
-ed, when the war has terminated in the accomplithment of
the great objeét, and more than the obje¢t we had in view
when we firft took up anms againft an invading enemy.

By the late arrival of the definitive treaty of peace, rati«
ficd on the part of Great-Britain, which puts an end to all
uncertainty refpeting the final fettlement of the conteft;
and the departure of all the Britith forces trom our fhores,
having left the city of New-York a quiet habitation, a ta-

~ bernacle not taken down---by thefe late events Gobp i1s in-
creafing the joy of our hearts, and giving us additional
caufe of praife and thankigiving®.

Harpy am I, my friends, in this opportunity of con-
gratulating. you, myfelf and our common country, on the
eftablithment of a glorious peace, with which the.LorD

our Gob 1s blefling us.

-

C ~ Hs

* The ceffation of -hoftilities took place in America April 3,
1733.---The delinitive treaty was figned at Paris the 3d day of
8eptember.---'The Britifh troops left the city of New-Xork the

gsth day of November,
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“ Tz maketh peaceinotr borders,” removing farawilf
from us thofe who for many years have made us afraid---
who have fpilled the blood of thoufands$ of our brethren---
murdered many of our defencelefs inhabitants---inhumanly
treated and deftroved multitudes of our fons in captivity,
crowding them into polluted llal'iibn-fhips and other in-
feted places of confinement, andd “withholding from them
the-neceflaries of life---burned numbers out of our valua-
ble towns-~-laid walte our pleafant fields and gardens---
piundered and made wanton deftruction of inuch of our
precious  property---thaangered our.ineftumable liberty,
making ule of every bafe and violent method 1n their pow-
er to rob us of it-~-liberty, without which hife itfelf would
be but of lirtle value!  From fuch fears, from fuch dif=
trefies, from fuch dangers Gon hath delivered us ¢ And O
how great 1s the deliverance ! Surely after pafling through
folong a feene of dittrels and war, we cannot but have a
g relifh for peace and falety:

Gon not only malk:ieth peace inour borders, but < he fil-
e¢th us with the finctt of the wheat.”  Fle is blefling us
with a country abounding with the greateft varrety and,
beft of provifiens, wnong which wheat, the choiceft of
that bread which ftrencthens man's heart, is a capital ar-
ticle---an article of more mmportance with reipect to the
comfort and happinefls of a peeple than all manner of pre~
cious frones and fpices.  Theland ot liracl on this ac-
count among others was reckoned the glory of all lands ¢
and tor this Gop was prailed in Zion.

It 1s a very ftriking evidence of the goodnefs and fertili- ---.
ty of our foil, that though we have but juft émerged from
an cight year’s confuming and walting war, there is at pre-
{ent in the country as great an abundance of provifions of
¢very Kind,; if not greater than when we were forced into
it.---And it is a circumitance much in our favour, and
which calls for {pecial grateful acknowledgements, that at
the clofe of a war, which could not but‘involve us confi-
derably in debt, we are furrounded with{uch plenty.
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Mauy are the advantages and favourable chcumﬁances
gttending the peace with which the I.oxb our Gop is blef-
hing us, that demand our: molt devout and cievated al-

¢riptions of praife,

ConrrrmeD in the pofleflion of alﬂn]u& treedom and
independence---an independence friendly to commeree, to
fmenaq and religion,---haying an acknowledged right to™
territory greatly extenfive, ..md abundantly fufficient to
fender us refpectable among o the nations of the carth, and
to give contentment'to any pcu ple who are difpofed to be
content with any ;hmg thort of univerfal empire---poflef-
fing a country tae local fitutation of w'm,h, and the
variety of foils and climates are fuch, thatit s in our pow-
er to continue 1n peace with all the nations of the world,
and have within ourfelves an abundance of all the 11ccc[T1-
ries and comforts of lifc--~whatever unv leges, advans
tages and conveniencics any other nation can ¢njoy, we
may cnjoy without being liable to thole inconveniéncies
which moft other nations are prulul to. llappy 1 people,
it we have a heart to muake a wife improvement of them.

Never had we orcaﬁon of thank{eiving like thlb ! Nes
ver, perhaps, had any other nation fuch occafion in all ref-
pcéts of gratitude and joy,having inaddition tofo greatdel:-
verances .,uul bleflings, the cleur lmhmf the glorious golpel.
---Lct us, my h(f‘dlt‘l‘s, endeavour to alle& our hL"II‘[S with a
livelygratg ful fenfe of our pbligaticns to Gov thercfor, and
F raife him with joyful lips, It](llblllf‘" ail the honour unto
im, who hath done great things for us, whercot we are.
,gl.ld s and i.iymsr ¢ \or. unto us, nrot unto us O l.oab,
but to thy name be the glory + Thoun haft turned for s
our mourning into d.uu..n' r: "Thou hatt put off our k-
cloth, and trxrd:.,d us with rla:lnc.a ; to the end thatour
| g,lory My Imt‘r praife unto thee and not be (lent., O luorb
our Gep, we will give thanks to thee forever.,”---faet uy
be folicitous to priv:  him not only witli our lips, but more,
efpecially by a well ordered - convertation, carneltly be-

fccdunfrh:m, ¢ that he would grantunto us, that we, bu.w

deliveied out of i the hands of gur cagies, tiight ferve hin
withoup
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without fear, in holinefs and righteoufnefs before Lim all
the days of ourlife.” -

It depends upon our gratitude to Gop expreffed by A
condut towards him, a condu& towards the divine Jesus,
a conduct towards mankind, and ourfelves, cotrefponding
to the rulesand precepts of our holy religion, whether
the fignal bleflings for which weare celebrating the high
praifes of heaven this day, prove §lgfings iudeed to us ox
not.

As happy and fecure as we may be ready to imagine
ourfelves in the pofieflien of the great bleflings of inde
pendence, hiberty, peace and plenty, it is infinitely eafy
with Gop to turn them into the greateft curfes : And itis
an alarming threatning contained 1n his word, {f ya will
ftot bear and i ye will not lay it to beart to give glovy to my
neme, faith the Lord of bofts, I will even fend a curfe upon
Yoy and I will curfe your blefings*. O then may 1t be oup
folicitous concern, to make fuch improvement of the {inv
gular advantages Heaven is putting into our hands for na-.
tional glory and happinefs, as will in fome good meafure
anfwer hismoft juft and reafonable expectations, not fufs
fering our hiberty to degenerate inta licentioulnefs, and,
our independence to run us into anarchy and confufion !
And may every one be roufed to the moft vigorous exer-
tions for the {upport of the civil conflitution, that a new
energy may be given to government---an cnergy -that fhall
be felt univerfally, without which it is impoﬂﬁalc ‘that wg
fhould long exift as a tree and happy people l----And, -

LeT us all be excited to pay particular attention to,
the great and extenfive law of righteouinefls 1 For the
rigbteons Lord loveth righteoufnefs, and bis countenance doth
bebold vhe upright . And itis a maxim caontained 1n the
book of infpirations<a maxim which hath been found true:
by the experience of al ages---Righteoufnefs exalieth a na-
¥ion, o

@s piety and virtue, to ufe the words of an excellent
| WILtC Gy
* Malachi i1 2.




- ¢ 2t )

writer ¢ Ags piety and virtue fupport the honour and hap.
pinefs of every copimupit¥ythey are peculiarly requifite
in a frec governmment,: Virtue is the {pirit of a republic ;
for where all power is derived ftom the people, all depends
on their good difpofition. If they are impious, factious
gnd felfith 3 Jf ghgy are abandoned to idlencfs, diffipation,
[uxury and extra¥agance; if they are loft to the fear of
Gop and the love of theif country, all 1s loft, Having
got beyond the reftraints of a divine authority, they will
not brook the controul of laws enated by rulers of their
own creating,””  Surely then it is of the laft confequence
in order to the welfare of this community, that the mema
bers of {t take {pecial care to lead a quict and peaceable life

inall godlinefs as well as honclty.

““ AN eftablifhed honourand fidelity,” faith the fame au-
thor, “‘in all public engagements and promifes,form a branch
of righteopinefs that is wealth, is power and fecurity to a
ftate: It prevents innumerable perplexities @ It creates
confidence in the government {rom fubjefts and {from
ftrangers : It facilitates the moft advantageous conncc-
tions : It extends credit; and eafily obtains “{fupplies in
the moft prefling public emergencies, and when nothing
clfe can obtain them : While the want of 1t, whatever b
nehits fome fhortfighted politicians may have promifed
trom delufive expedients, and deccitful arts, renders a flate
weak and contemptible ; ftrips it of its defence; gricves
and provokes its friends, and delivers it up to the will of
jts chemies.” ' B

It is a melancholy confideration that among profefied
chriftians there is fo much need of urging ““the imporrance
of preferving inviolate the public faith ! I{7 this is allowed
to be important at all times, and in ajl ftates, it muit be
peculiarly {o to thofe whafe foundations are newly laid,
and who are butjuflt numbered among the nations of the
carth---They have a national charaéer to eftabiiih, upon
‘which their very exiftence may depend.”

AN afirm conviftion of the vaft importance of thefe
) thing.S,'
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things, from a due confideration of 'them, may every one.
be concerned to exert himfelf to the utmoft within his
proper {phere for their promotion! And may we all be
¢ngaged to offer continual fervent prayers to Gop, who
hath done great things for us, that he would be gracioufly
pleafed to pour down his fpirit upon the, inhabitants of
thefe ftates, and unite theny in giving glory to his name .
in fuch a manner as will fecure his prefence, proteétion
and blefling, | I | | -

" AND may he be pleafed to make us an holy people untc:;,
himfelf, and then we fhall not fail to be an happy.
people. ' L M
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