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To the Students of William and Mary College.

YOUNG GENTLEMLEN,

T O excel in moral worth, we must

form an ideal model of moral perfection. To assist you in
forming such a model has been my constant endeavour.
With the same view I here present you with a real model;
not as the standard of perfection; for that, like the beauty
of bodies, is not to be discovered in any individual; but
as an examplar of the happy combination of many of those
moral beauties, which constitute the perfect character.
Accept it as a small testimony of my affection; and be

assured of my ardent prayers, that you may ever strive not

only to equal, but to surpass it.

JAMES MADISON.
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2 TiMoTHYy 1V. 7.

i have fought a good fight, I have finished my course.

Is there a spectacle under heaven so interest-
ing to the human heart, as that of a free and
numerous people putting on the ensigns of
mourning, and, with one accord, pouring forth
their sorrows for the loss they have sustained
in the death of a beloved and honoured fcllow
citizen?—Such 1s the spectacle which America
this day presents.  Glorious spectacle!  Glo-
rious to humanity, which has displayed virtues
capable of exciting such universal, such heart-
felt veneration and love! Gloriousto you, citi-
zens of America, who thus honour yourseclves,
by evincing the high value you entertain for
exalted merit.—Great God! on this day, whose
rising sun we of late hailed with joyful accla-
mations, as ushering in the morn which gave
birth to the i1llustrious WasunincTon, but
which now, sad emblem of all things human,

1S
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is sct apart to bewail his loss, and to retrace the
energics of his departed soul; on this day of
woe, permit me to cxpress the consolation
which such a triumph of virtuc excites within
my hcart. I bchold a young, but enlightened
pcople, testifying, with one voice, their sin-
cere devotion to virtue : I sce the flame of an
ardent love for what 1s truly great and good
bursting forth from every bosom: I sce a
pcople but just beginning to move in their po-
titical orbit, giving the surest testimony that
the love of virtue pervades the breast of every
citizen, and that they possess a force which
will retain them, throuzhout their long career,
in the path of social fclicity, and social great-
ness: I see from this principle, this sincere love
of virtue, the future glories of my country, al-
rcady to commence. It will be, if preserved in
all 1ts strength, the shield of liberty, the pro-
tecting angcl of the republics of this western
world : it will render them for cever illustrious
for patriotism, for heroic deeds, for arts and
[or sciences. It 1s thus they will defy the de-
crepitude of old age; 1t 1s thus they will be per-
petually rcnovated in youth; and, under the
guidance of thy providence, O God, 1t 1s thus
they will shew to the astomished world, that
the love of virtue has snatched {from death,
amid his drecad conquests, one victory more!

May this love be ever cherished with a holy
zcal !
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real! May it ever be the distinguishing cha-
racteristic of Americans, to pay to it the ho-
mage which 1s due. May this day ever {erve
to rccall the bright example of a Wasiinc-
ToN ; and to rencw, 1n thc hearts of succeced-
ing generations, that love for virtuc which

animatcs the prescnt !

Aht! my friends and fcllow-citizens, I am
sensible of the difficulty of addressing you,
upon this mourntul occasion, in a manncr cor-
respondent to your feelings. DBut the love of
my country, veneration for those rare quali-
ties which dignify and ennoble man, and which
drftluse such blessings throughout society; and,
above all, the Invitations of religion, give to
me a momentary confidence. Those virtues
which once animated the herocs of America
in the day of battle, now animate the minister
of religion, of truth, and of justice.—It is true,
that genius and eloquence have already cxerted
their powers in calling to memory the splendid
talents, the meritorious actions of the deccased,
and that they have depicted them with a glow
of colouring which I darc not attempt; but
the subject can never become trite-—it can
never be cxhausted. Let us, then, endeavour
to retrace some ol those qualitics which dis-
tingutshed our deccased fellow-citizen, as the
hero, the patriot, and the sage; let us revicew

s01Ne
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some of the important scenes through which
he passed ; and let us search, for the griet we
feel 10 his loss, a consolation in the recital of
the wonders of his life. Itisa custom worthy
of all frce states, and which the most ccle-
bratcd 1 antiquity rcligiously observed, ¢ to
be mindful of their ancestors; to extol them
with mcerited panegyricks, and to honour them
on such occasions as the present, that, by
doing justice to the actions of the dead, they

3

Toay ¢.xcite the virtues of the ]iving.’

If, indeed, the tllustrious WasnincTON,
whom all Amecrica deplores, and whom the
whole civilized world will honour with their
culogics, had obtained only that cclebrity,
which extraordinary talents m war, in arts
and sciences, or in politics, confer ; it he had
not been disunguished for his firm adherence
to the traths ol rcligion; it he had not served
his God with a zeal worthy of his superior
understanding, however {ull of glory he might
have been m the eyes of man, Religion could
not have added her voice to the gencral plau-
dit. But Recligion jomns i the universal woce;
she weeps over the tomb of Wasnincgron !
creat m oarms, great I pecacc, great tn piety !
and, amidst her sorrows, feels a gleam of con-

solation in pronouncing his culogrum,

I. With
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I. With the life of WasxnHingTON 1s con-
nected a new @®ra 1n the history of man. He
scems to have been called forth by Heceaven,

as the 1nstrument of establishing principles
fundamental in social happiness, and which
must and will pervade the civilized world.

When young, he was trained to hardihood
and to arms; he was educated 1n the school
of war, and thus prepared for that mighty
conflict, which shook the pillars of a distant
throne. The government which nursed the
yvouthful warrior, nursed a Sampson, who was
one day to break its fetters, and burst its cords
asunder. Virginia saw in her youthful son,
traits of that character, which was to become
the admiration ot the world; the morning of
his life gave the well founded hope, that the
meridian of his day would shine with aug-
mented lustre, and that his setting sun would
lcave a long tract of glory behind. Great
talents soon manifest themselves by the force
with which they take their direction. ¢¢ David,
when a youth, sought out the lion and the bear
as subjects for his valour, and voluntarily
joincd himsclf to the armics of Isracl, to be
instructed in the arts of war.,” WasumiINGTON
sought out the warrior of the wilderness, and,

at an carly age, provoked his courage and his
R strata-
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stratagems.* Monongalia, thy proud forests
first saw the youthful hero impatient for the
conflict; saw him firm and undaunted amid

superior focs; saw him snatch from an entire
destruction

¥ General WasniNncgToN was born on the 2:d of Fcebruary,
732z, N.S. When a youth, he was entered a mudshipman on
board a British vessel of war, but relinquished his nautical views,
in conscquence of the entreaties of his fricnds.,  Before he attained
his twenticth year, he was appointed Adjutant of one of the three
districts, into which Virginia was then divided, with the rank ot
Major. In his 21st year he was sent, by Governor Dinwiddie,
with plenary powers to examine into the encroachments, reported
to have been made by the French and Indians, on the frontiers of
Virginia; to treat with the latter, and to warn the former against
future aggressions. His journal and report to the Governor have
been published.  The next year, 1754, he was appointed Colonel
of a Regiment, raised for the defence of the frontiers; he signa-
lized himsclf at Fort-Necessity, by a sally, in which he defeated
an army much superior to his own. In 1755 he acted as Aid-de-
Camp to Gencral Braddock, and attended him, 1n that capacity,
1n the battle in which he fcll, Not an officer whose duty obliged
him to be mounted that day, except Colonel WASHINGTON,

escaped death or wounds. The conducting of the retreat devolved
upon him; it was cffected with a judgiment which acquired him
a hioh reputation, both in Great-Britain and America.  Such was
the fanigue he underwent in the day of action, and the succeeding
night, that he was obliged, the next morning, to be supported on
his horse with cushions.  The government of Virginia, soon after
this period, gave him the command of all the treops raised, and
to be ratsed, n the colony.  He defended the frontiers, with skill
and judgment, until the year 1758, In this year he commanded
the Van-Brigade of General Forbes, in the capture of Fort Du-
Quesne. Dy this campatgn, tranquillity was restored to  the
fronticrs of Virginia. ‘The health of Colonel WAsSHINGTON
being greatly impaired, he resigned his military appointients in
1759, Scealso Dr. Ogden’s Sermon,
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destruction the shattered remnant of a brave
but 1ll.conducted army.

The fatal battle in which Braddock fell was
only the prclude to those torrents of blood,
which flowed from the contest of two vast but
rival powers. WasniNncToN, now commander
of all the forces ratsed in Virginia, continued
the carcer of military glory, which he had so
happily commenced, until his constitution,
naturally strong and robust, became debili-
tated, by incessant fatigue, and the unusual
hardship to which he was exposcd. He was
thus compelled to retire from the service of
his country, attended with the sincere regret
of all his companions 1n arms. DBut this re-
tirement was only a preparaticn for the august
theatre upon which he was afterwards to ap-
pear. It would be delightful could we attend
him in this retirement—could we here trace
out the steps which his philosophic mind pur-
sued in the acquisition of useful knowledge.
Hitherto, Turenne, Marlborough, and Eu-
gene, had been his preceptors. I know with
what ardency, in the early stage of his life,
he followed them through cvery campaign,
retraced their battles, and thus served under
those 1llustrious men. WasuincToN has often
been supposed to have made a Camillus, a
IFabtus, or an Emilius, his prototype. I be-

B 2 lieve
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ticve that he was himself destined to be a high
example to mankind, and that the native
strength of his own mind soared above 1mita-
tion ; but still it 1s probable, that his know-
ledge in tactics was greatly perfected during
this period of rectirement, by cultivating an
acqualintance with the most distinguished com.
mandcrs of ancient and modern times. Nor
can it be doubted, that politics, the truc prin-
ciples ol'all lawful governments, and especially
the rights and interests of America, often oc-
cupled his active and pcnetrating mind. No
onc had a firmer hold of the chain of causes
and cffects. No one saw with morce clearness
the astonishing progress of America, in popu-
lation and in wealth, or better knew how to
cstimate the operating causcs. Perhaps his
cagle-eyc saw, that this vast continent could
not long revolve round a small spot in the
occan. DBut, whatever may have beecn the
pre-sentiment of his mind, it 1s certain that
in this retirecment he cultivated all those social
virtues which attach man to man, and faith-
fully discharged thosc duties which a good
citizen owes to his country; nor is it less
certain, that he continucd, without interrup-
tion, thc active friend of religion, and at no

time forgetful of his God.

During
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During this rctirement, a blind policy was
preparing the way for an event the most 1m-
portant in the annals of the world. It 1s
wonderful to consider, how often the agency
of causes, which mcn put in motion, produce
results the most opposite to their intentions,
and which baffle all calculation. Ambition
forms her plans of subjugation, and antici-
pates her triumphs; but they are controuled
by an all-wise and over-ruling Providence.
Instcad of oppression and misery, there olten
spring forth liberty, social order, and social

Lappiness.

That war, in which WaseincTo~N had taken
his first lessons 1n thc military art, was con-
cluded in the year 1761. ¢ The prosperity
of the American colonies had continued to
flow with a quick current amid all the devas-
The progress of population,

3

tations of war.’
of commerce, of 1mprovement in the most

uscful of all arts, agriculture, had received
an 1mpulse which could not be restrained.
¢¢ An enthusiastic affection for the parent
country had taken decp root.” The sons of
America had fought and conqucred with the
armics of Britain,* ¢ Their feelings and their

Interests

" Sce a short but judicious history of the American revolution,
in the American Encyclopadia, to which the author of this
discourse 1s indebted for many facts and observations,
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anterests had  been  interwoven with new
strength” during the hour of danger and the
triumphs of victory. Dut the tide of affection
did not long continuc at the height to which
:t had risen.  An attempt, in 17064, to tax
America o a manner unconstitutional, and
wmcempatibic with political hiberty, aroused
the vicilance ol the colonies.

At this cristsy obscerve,y fellow-citizens, Vir-
gimmta first saw the lurking poison, and first
dared to proposc the {irst Amecrican Congress
that ever met. At her request, 1t met at
New-York in 1765. By the wisdom and the
firmncss of that Congress, the particular mea-
surc whnich had excited such 1rritation 11 Ame-
rica was abandoncd. Dut the abandonment
was attended with a declaration, that the right
ol Britain to bind America by laws and sta-
tutes was unlimited, or extended to all cases
whatcver.  An assumption of power, so big
with disgrace and ruin, was viewed by Amec-
rica with horror and indignation. In vamn did
rcason and cloquence, on both sides of the
Atlantic, demonstrate and deplore the calami-
tics which would ensue from an attempt to
enforce this assumed right. It was attempted.
The patriotism of Boston {oiled the attempt,
and whelmed the msidious bait m the briny

decp. Infatuated councils saw not, that an
obstinate
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obstinatc perseverance in this mad system of
political ambition, would give to the world
an example the most instructive; an example
which would rouse nations from their lethar-
oy, shew to them their own strength, teach
them those primeval rights which men hold
only from naturc’s charter, and awake the
spirit to vindicate them. Then was the volce
of Henry heard! then was heard the thunder
of that cloquence, which shook this continent?
I1is grcat soul, burning with the concentered
rays of wisdom. and of patriotism, first pro-
claimed the mecditated treason against the ma-
jesty of the people.  Inmmortal Locke ! thine
was the glory to arm thec orator with the sacred
panoply of truth.  Nor to hun alone were thy
energics confined. Thy hallowed page, dear
to liberty, to virtue, and to rcligion, shed
intellectual light over this western world, and
taught a lesson congcnial to the first senti-
ments of man. Thce American mind too,
nursed in the bosom of Independence, spurncd
any other controul than that which was founded
on legitimate government. At this cventful
crisis, Virginia again stood forecmost in the
causc of liberty.  Like another Athens watch-
g over the safcty of all Grecce, and inspiring
courage by her councils, Virginia first pro-
poscd a Congress of the diflerent States.

It
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It met—a dreadful appeal to hcaven drew
near—a day of mourning and intercession was
appointcd, and observed with an awful solem-
nity. ¢ God! give the people onc heart and
one mind, firmly to opposc every invasion of
Amecrican rights,” was the praycer then cnjoined
and addressed to the throne of grace. In vain
were the recasonings and the entreatics of that
august assembly of statecsmen, patriots and he-
roes, who were now consulting for the general
interests of Amecerica, and who so eminently
distinguishced themselves for their modcration,
their firmness, and their wisdom. Whose breast
15 so callous as not to be touched with the no-
ble sentiments, the profound reasoning, the
manly, encrgetic style, the sacred ardour, 1n
the causc of liberty, which have immortalized
their records! They are examples to all genc-
rations, and will remain, for ever, monuments
of human gcnius, and human virtuc. Virginia
saw that the moment had arnved, when the
rights of freemen, Heaven's sacred gift, were
to be viclded, or delended with a courage
worthy of such a prize. ¢ To die,” she said,
‘“ 1s common to all, but to dic bravely 1s pecu-
liar to fcw. I.ct us not, then, regard our lives
as what properly belongs to us; but by
exposing than for the public cause, let us
acquire a renown which shall be peculiar, and
truly our own. IL.ct us agam prove, that an

hand{al
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handlul of freemen, contending for their rights,
i1s more powerful than a host, numerous as the
sands of the sca, labouring with infamy to in-
{ringe them.”—A third time she rosc in all the
strength of ]irbcrty, and first proposed the De-
claration of Indcpendance. Nay, she alonc,
with a patriotic courage, which astonishes even
at this day, took the bold rcesolution to sever
hersclf from Britain, and to mect cvery danger
in defence of her rights. The great council of
America soon saw the nccessity ofa similar de-
cision.—America, be thou Independent! take
thy place among the nations of the earth! was
the high decree. Nor lct it be forgot, that the
volce of WasxHincToN sanctioned the decree.
—To arms! to arms! re-cchoed throughout
the Continent. At this awlul moment. when
the sword was to reek with kindred blood,

what were the agonizing pangs which wrung
every hecart!'—Ah! ye whom the hand of Pro-

vidence hath still preserved to this day, ye can
tcll—ye can rccall the memory of times which
tricd mecn’s souls. But the spirit of America,
like the daring ecagle, mounted as the storm
advanced, picrced the thick clouds with inbred
lightning {raught, and, from aloft, beheld the
promiscd land of liberty and pcace. It was
then America hailed WasuinceTon as her con-
ductor through the tempests of war. Like the

chosen lcader of the Israclites, reposing in his
C God,
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God, he obeyed the voice. To him it was ever
sacred. But what were his feelings at this mo.
ment! The sea of troubles, through which he
must pass, lay before him. On one side he
saw vast superiority 1in numbers, wealth un-
bounded, lust of domination insatiable, armies
mured to war and conquest, fleets which waved
tizelr triamphant banners over the ocean, and
vhich vexed, with their prows, the most dis-
tant .cas: oa the other, he saw a pecople, thin-
ly scattered over an extensive continent, with-
out arins, without funds, without a regular go-
vernment to <oncentre their force, without
ticets ; with no other allies than their own cou-
rage, their virtuous oaths, their love of liberty,
and theirconfidence in therighteousness of their
cause ! But, ardent in the defence of the rights
of his co «ntry, animated with the true spirit
of exalted patriotism, he implored the assist-
ance of IHeaven, and hastened to the post as.
sicncd him. Never was there ane more perilous.
Never was there onc which so called for all
thosc great qualities of the soul, which com-
mand the admiration of the world. Never was
there a trust reposed on which depended issues
s0 momentous.  On the wisdom, the integrity,
the prudence, the fortitude of once man, hung
the destiny of this western world.,  True
glory 1s always modest and simplc.: Nothing

but the noble principle of obedience to the
will
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will of his country could have induced him
to accept such a trust, or to appear as the
chief vindicator of American liberty. His
magnanimity was no less evinced by not de-
clining the immense weight of the ofhce to
which he had been called, than his disintercst-
cdness was by a rcfusal to acceptany pecuniary
compensation during the war.

No sooner had he arrived at the American
army, than he diffused order through every
department. The same greatness of soul
which attended him throughout the war, ma-
nifested itsclf in the wisdom of his first ar-
rangements, and the measures which he took
to expel the cnemy {rom Boston. Success
crowned his efforts. But trials, which might
have shaken the soul of a Joshua, a Macca-
beus, or an Epaminondas, now awaited him.
An hostile army, the most formidable in
numbers, 1n discipline, in all the apparatus of
war, commanded by a General brave, skilful
and enterprising, had landed on our shores.
It was now that the horrors of war were to
rage in all their fury, and the plains of America
to be drenched with human blood. Ah! soon
did thosc horrors commence. Misfortune, for
a long time, hovered round the banners of
America.  In vain did patriotism animate
troops half disciplined, half armed, and in-
C 2 ferior
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God, he obeyced the voice. To him it was ever
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will of his country could have induced him
to accept such a trust, or to appear as the
chief vindicator of American liberty. His
magnanimity was no less evinced by not de-
clining the immense weight of the oflice to
which he had been called, than his disintercst-
edness was by a rcfusal to acceptany pecuniary
compensation during the war.

No sooner had he arrived at the American
army, than he diffused order through every
department. The same greatness of soul
which attended him throughout the war, ma-
nifested itself in the wisdom of his first ar-
rangements, and the mecasures which he took
to expel the encmy {rom Boston. Success
crowned his eftorts. But trials, which might
have shaken the soul of a Joshua, a Macca-
beus, or an Epaminondas, now awaited him.
An hostile army, the most formidable in
numbers, in discipline, in all the apparatus of
war, commmanded by a General brave, skilful
and enterprising, had landed on our shores.
It was now that the horrors of war were to
rage in all their fury, and the plains of America
to be drenched with human blood. Ah! soon
did thosc horrors commence. Misfortune, for

a long time, hovered round the banners of
Amecrica. In vain did patriotism animate
troops half disciplined, half armed, and In-

C 2 ferior
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ferior 1in number. From Long-Island, from
New - York and through the Jersies, dis-
comfiture attended the American arms. Yet,
amid thesc defcats, a courage was displayed,
which was worthy of the first efforts of men
struggling 1n the causec of humanity. Full
many a hoary fathcer wept the untimely fate of
his gallaut son. Full many a widowed matron
was left the sad monument of woc. TFathers,
mothers, wives, ye too, tender babes, whose
tongues had just learned to lisp a father’s namc,
your virtuous tcars flowed not in vain; they
plead with.angel cloquence in their country’s
cause. Heaven 1itsell saw and pitied the suf-
ferings, and the impending dangers of America.
Driven from Long-Island, beyond the Dela-
ware, his army reduced to a few brave and
faithful compatriots, despondence and dismay
marked every countenance, except that of
WasHiNGgTON., Supcrior to events, which
secemed morce than suflicient to shake the stout-
est hearts, they served only to arouse, and to
call forth the strength of WasningToN's
genius. It was in this scason of weakness, of
despondency and dismay, when the nigour of
wintcr scemed to oppose msurmountable ob.
stacles, when the spirit of Delaware’s angry
flood shrickced loud, and thrcatcned destruc-
tion, that Wasmincron, attended by a few
[aith{ul heroes, formed the bold resolution to

| dely
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defy cvery difliculty, to cross the enraged
flood, to attack the victorious foe, and to
snatch from him an 1mmortal victory, in the
midst of his triumphs. The design was formed
and cxccuted with a celerity, a judgment, and
a fortitude, which was crowned with complete
success. This was the first moment that pre-
sented the possibility of wvictory. It was
scized. The bold and gallant atchicvemcent
astonished the enemy, revived the Amcrican
spirit, and opcned the door to still greater
enterprise. Reinforcements succceded this
first victory.,  WasmiNneroN returned to
T'renton, where he had just acquired so much
glory. The active enemy, breathing revenge
for their late misfortune, hasten also to the
same place, and arrive on the same cvening,
with a force greatly superior. The setting sun
beheld Trenton containing the two hostiic
armiles, scparated only by a small strcam.—
What a crisis! The returning light of the next
morn threatcned a period to the hopes of
America. Destruction or captivity secmcd
inevitable. Scarce could the brave sons of
America refrain from censuring the rashness
of thcir commander. They cast themnr cyes
upon cach other, upon their arms, and upon
their country. ¢ The scofls ol the conque-
rors; their haughty looks, when, disarmed,
they should be led through the hostile lines;”

the
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the loathsome jail, or the murderous Prisoti-
ship, all arose before their eyes. One conso-
lation remained. They could die in defence
of their country. But the genius of W asu-
INGTON, ever 1nvigorated by difficuliies, herc
displayed its native force. A situation so
perilous, was to him only the mcans of acquir-
Ing new glory. ¢ A retrcat would have been
1gnominious, a battle fatal.” See the event.
At the rcturn of day, a moment which his
cnemy had so anxiously anticipated, Wasy-
INGTON was a conqueror on the plains of
Princeton.  He who appeared destined to
certain captivity, was thundering upon his
enemy In a distant quarter, and gaining new
laurcls. I do not say that this exploit was
worthy of the sagacity of an Hannibal, or the
wisdom of a Scipio. It was worthy of Wasn-
INGTON; 1t will be itself an example to suc-
cceding ages, and will for ever retain the full
verdure of glory. A kind Providence for-
warded, in an astonishing manner, an enter-
prise the most distinguished for that quickness
of penctration which enables great minds to
convert circuinstances, apparently the most
Inauspicious, into such as are inost favourable.
This brilliant victory evinced the deep re-
sources of Wasnincron’s mind, and excited
the universal admiration and applause of a
people who loved and revered him; whilst his
encmy
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encmy saw, and had the generosity to acknow-
ledge, the pre-eminence of talents, so dange-
rous to themselves, but so invaluable to his
country.—Can we look back with cold indif-
ference upon events so recent, at which the
American hcart once rebounded with joy, fclt
the full debt of gratitude to Ilcaven, and
fcrvently expressed that gratitude 1n praise
and thanksgiving 7—Can we forget the man
whom Hecaven selected as the instrument of
its loving kindness towards us? Noj; sooner
shall gratitude ccase to be a virtue! sooner
shall the love and admiration of heroic deeds,
of all those cxalted talents which give dignity
to man, be oblitcrated from the human breast!

Thus did a campaign, which, in its begin-
ning, threatened unconditional subjugation, in
its end, present a prospect the most animating
and consolatory to the friends of liberty. The
cause of America had now attracted the at-
tention of the world. Her armies had evinced
a spirit worthy of such a causc: her cnemies
had been compelled to retrace their path of
victory, whilst WasnincToN, tranquil in dan-
ger, sure 1n councily superior in his views and
resources, had acquired the unbounded love,
veneration and confidence of his fellow sol-
diers, had commanded the respect of his ene-

mics, and proved that he was worthy of the
high
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high trust committed to him. It was this love,
this veneration, this confidence, daily in-
crcasing, as his talents and his virtues were
morc and morc developed, which formed the
trcasury of America.  Yce¢s, ye brave and
virtuous defenders of your country, ye coms-
panions of the tlustrious Wasninceron, I call
you to witness, that, amid all your sufferings,
this devotion to your chiei was your bond of
union, your support, and your reward! Whe-
ther ye lay untented on the {rozen carth, or
markcd your way by the blood-stained ground
on which ye trod, or caught in haste, a scanty
morsel; sull, amidst all your privations, your
attachment to your commander, founded on
the yust admiiration of his hcroic virtues, sup-
ported you in every trial, consoled you under
cvery difficulty, and animated you with a
patriotic enthusiasm in the day of battle. This
command of the affections of brave and wvir-
tuous men—this entire possession of the heart
of cvery soldier—this unbounded veneration
for their chief, whilst 1t forms the greatest glory
of a gencral, converts cach soldier into a hero!
He scizes, as an example for himself, the great
mocdel which his general exhibits. Iis tempe-
rance, his sclf-command in the hecat of battle,
his patience in suflerings, his prudence, his
magnanimity, his ardent patriotisim, 1mfusc
themscelves 1nto cvery breast, give an cleva-

Lion
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tion to the mind, a dignity, a confidence, a
spirit, which converts man into a new being,
communicates to every power a new cnergy,
and crcates a force wonderf{ul and irresistible.
Such was the agency of WasnincToON’s genlus.
It possessed a creative power, which assimi-
lated every thing to itselt; or, which callea
forth in others talents they felt not before.
His very presencce inspired fortitude. No one
approached him, but felt the spirit of heroism
transfused into his bosom. I think I see, at
this moment, the brave soldier, as he passes,
hail him as his father, friend and champion;
I think I see him rise to redeem his country,
exult in his martial exercise, and with a holy
fervency calling down blessings on his com-
mander’'s honoured head; pant again to fight
for freedom, or for freedom die!

But if WasninceToxn had hitherto disco-
vered talents wonderfully great in seizing,
with promptitude, the first avenues to success,
or of profiting from the smallest inadvertence
of a general, deservedly high in military esti-
mation, the time had now arrived when the
caution of a Iabius, or rather a caution so
pcculiar to himself, was to be displayed. His
inferiority in numbers, and in all the equip-
ments of war, compcelled him to take a posi-

tion on the strong grounds of Morristown. It
D 18
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is doubtful whether he manifested greater ta-
lents as a commander, 1n this situation, or in
those scencs of brilliant action which we have
just mentioncd. No one knew bctter the
value of that golden curb which discretion
hangs on bravery. A general engagement,
which the enemy so ardently solicited, would,
in all probability, have extinguished, forever,
the bright {lame of liberty. To the invading
army, procrastination was defcat. In vain
did the impetuosity of the Amecrican councils
urge him to battle. Nothing could move the
soul of WasuincToNn but the spirit of wis-
dom, which, ever calin and screne, had deter-
mined him now to be content with checking
the movements of the enemy, and to maintain
a war of caution. It was this caution, so full
of prudence and military skill, which, conti-
nually baffling the designs of the enemy, com-
pelled them to embark, and to attempt to
gain Philadelphia by sca. The attempt forced
WasnincronN from his strong posts, The
battle of Brandywine ensued. The valour of
our troops was unshaken, but the event was
not fortunatc for the American arms. ¢ There
arc casualtics which human prudence cannot
always controul, but upon which the issucs of
battles often depend.” One of these occurred.
A false mtclligence prevented the cxecution
of a design, the most bold in its nature ; but

SO
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so admirably planned, that, had an attempt
been made to carry it into effect, victory, and
not defeat, would have been the result. Nor
were the actions of Germantown and of Mon-
mouth less signalized for the skill of the gene-
ral, and the valour of his troops, than for
those untoward events which defeated their
hopes. WasnincToN had not always the
slory of success, but he had the glory of ap-
pearing to deserve it. The wisdom of his
mcasures was never doubted; success, O

God! depends upon thy providence.

But, fcllow citizens, we should not do jus-
tice to the talents, or the virtues of Wasu-
INGCTON, were we to confine our view to those
scencs only 1in which he himself was the prin-
cipal actor. During the progress of a war,
which raged from the frozen walls of Qucbec
to the burning sands of Savannah, the pene-
trating eye of WAsSHINGTON saw every move-
ment ; his comprehensive mind took 1n the
vast whole: his councils were received as the
monitions ot an oracle ; whilst from his ex-
ample, sprung up hecroes In every quarter.
The enemy had soon, every where, if not a
WasninceTroN to contend with, at least one
who gloried in following the exalted model.
Iis knowledge of human nature gave him the

command of talents wherever they appeared ;
D 2 whilst
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whilst his magnanimity rendered him always
the first to announce the merit of others, and
to participate in their triumphs. Whose bo-
som glows with the virtuous pride of being
a citizen of rmerica, and remembers not the
gallantry of Greene at Red-Bank ; or the no-
ble defence of Smith at Mud-Island? Who
bears not in vivid memory the victors of Sa-
ratoga, or him who rcscued South Carolina
from the fangs of the lion? Who calls not
to mind the brave, the virtuous, but unfortu-
nate Fayette? ‘Thou, too, lamented Mercer,
shalt ive immortal 1n the mcmory of Ame-
rica. Thy wounds, received in the bloody
contest which preceded the revolutionary war,
had already evinced thy courage and thy
patriotism. Ah! weltering 1n thy blood,
abandonced 1n the midst of the i1nhospitable
wilderness, thc deadly serpent thy only food,
what but a kind Providence could have pre-
served thee [rom such perils! It did preserve
thce, long to live the delight of society, and
to beccome the firm vindicator of liberty. Yes,
the hand of God preserved thce, again 1o
unite thy arms with Wasninegron, and to
pour forth thy gallant, but gentle soul, on the
plains of Princeton, covered with glory.

Would time permit, I could here, with that
joy which the love of noble deeds inspires,
lracc
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tracc a long line of herocs, whose names will
be for ever dzar to America, and whose ener-
gics WasHINGTON saw, combined, and thus
produced a force, constant in 1ts action, and
irresistible in its effects. Recall the 1mage of
this illustrious man; behold him, when not
braving the dangers of the field, scated 1n
council, decep delibcration cngraven on his
countenance ; sce him giving life and motion
to distant armics, and incessantly directing
cvery thing to the political salvation of his
country. IHe sccms another Archimedes, sit-
ting on the shore, and moving at plcasure, a
vast ship, on an ocean tossed with tempecst,

whilst he himself 1s immoveable.

A just culogium of WasHiNGTON requircs

a detail of the actions of his lite. The won-
derful propertics, the inimitable beautics of
those rays which enlighten and animate all
nature, to be seen 1n their full lustre, must be
viewed separately.  But this detatl, this sepa-
ratcd vicew of the luminous actions of Wasir-
INGTON, must be left to the judicious and
impartial histortan, The time with which you
have alrcady favoured me, admonishes me to
hasten to that scenc of glory which still awaited
our beloved fcllow-citizen, and which, by
closing the bloody drama, cstablished, we trust
i God, for ever, purc republicanism in this
western
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western world.—That last scene was reserved
for Virginia. Her favourite son was destined,
in her bosom, to rececive the reward of all his
toils, and to finish, in her sight, his career of
military glory. I will not open wounds which
are but just healed; I will not awake the fcel-
ings of the {riend, thc orphan, or the parcnt;
nor will I call to mind the accumulated dis-
tress which mourned throughout this land.
Suflice 1t to say, that a supcrior and a gallant
foe, the conqucror of India, sprcad teriror
and desolation on cvery side. WasniNncTON
saw the decisive moment; he saw that Provi-
dence had, at length, presented the opportu-
nity of closing the sufferings of his country.
With a decision, a profoundness of judgment,
which astonishes, hie projected, and formed,
with his brave and gencrous allics, a plan
apparcntly the most difficulr in its exscution,
and which, to common apprchension, would
have indicated only the feeblencss of vanity
and folly. A powerful cnemy in New-York
was to bec kept in a state of alarm [or his
safety ; allied troops were to be assemmbled at
the samc moment, not only from a distant
quarter on the continent, but from islands still
morc remotc; a fleet, which gallantry aided
i the great design, was to sccond every move-
ment, and to assume its place at the appointed

time ; his own troops, by rapid marches, were
Lo
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to cnsure their arrival at the period afixed;
the militia of Virginia, provisions of all kinds,
were to be collected. How many powers were
here to be combined! What difliculty in
their arrangement!  What prudence 1 adjust-
ing means so discordant! What secrecy in
the cxecution! The mind of Wasnincrox
was superior to every difliculiy.  The hostile
army bcheld themselves surrounded by a force,
which emsured their captivity, before they
suspected the design.  Nothing more clearly
cvinces the strength of mind which this extra-
ordinary man posscssed, than the sure calcu-
lation which he had made of the result of all
his measurcs, and also of the consequences
which would attend the success of this bold
but well concerted enterprize.  Weak minds,
ever vacillating, find their emblem in the
aspin’s leaf. They have no centre of reposec.
That of WasaHiNcTON was scif poised ; it {clt
its own welght, and rested upon its own de-
terminations. The Admiral of the allied {forces
hesitated whether he should kecp the station
assigned to him. Amcriea should often review
the letter which WasgiNnceTOoN wrote to him
from this city. Hear 1t, fellow-citizens :(—
‘“ I am unable to describe the painful anxicty
under which I have laboured since the recep-
tion of your letter. It obliges me warmly to
urge a perseverance in the plan agreed upon.

The
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The attempt upon York, under the protection
of your shipping, 1s as ccrtain of success as a
superior force, and a superiority of measures,
can render any military operation.  The cap-
turc of the Dritish arimy 1s a matter so impor-
tant in itsclf, and i s consequences, that it must
grcatly tend to put an end to the war.”— After
pointmg out the certam and fatal cvent which
would follow the removal of the allied fleet,
he adds, ¢¢ T earmestly beg your Excellency to
consider, that, 1f by moving vour f{lcet from
the situation agreed upon, we lose the present
opportunity, we shall never hercatter have 1t
1 our power to strike so decisive a blow,
and the period of an honourable pcace will
be farther distant than ever.” He then assures
the Admiral, that he had nothing to fcar from
the flcet of the enemy, however superior,
stationed as he was ; and then concludes, ¢ 1
am to press your Exccllency to persevere 1n
the scheme so happily concerted between us.”
——This lIctter was the anchor of wvictory.
WasninceTon, with his brave allies, advanced
to York. They came, they saw, they con-

qucrcd !

Then did America exclaimy ¢ If God be
for us, who can be against us!” Yecs, great
God! then was thy providential kindness ma-

nifested ; then was 1t {elt and adored by all;
but
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but by none with more ardour, or more hu-
mility, than by him who had been sclected as
the chief instrument in thy hands, for the
establishment of liberty in this new world.
¢¢ I.et,” said he, ¢ divine service be performed
to-morrow 1n the different brigades and divi-
stons. The commander in chiel recommends,
that all the troops which are not upon duty,
do assist at 1t with a serious deportinent, and
that sensibility of hearty, which the recollcction of the
surprizing and pariicular interposition of Prov:-
dence in our favour clavms.”  His thanks are

then tenderced to the whole army in the warm-
est language; and let it be remembered, that

the militia of Virginia, with their governor
and general, the virtuous and the patriotic
Nelson, rcceived, 1n a particular manner, his
stncere acknowlcdgments of their brave and

zcalous co-operation.

Joy, like the rapid lightning, ran {rom one
extremity of the Continent to the other.
Every house of public worship resounded
with grateful praises and thanksgivings to the
G:od ot battles, Ewery heart called for bles-
sings on the hcad of Wasnineron., Every
Amecrican now began to hail the glorious con-
summation of all his hopes. The vindicators
of liberty now saw that the storm which had
so long desolated their country, and deluged

E 18
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it with blood, was rapidly subsiding : the ho-
rizon began to glecam around, and promised
the spcedy cffulgence of the brightest day
which ever illuminated this earth.

That day soon arrived. It was the day
which witnessed the acknowledgment of the
frcedom, the soverciguty, and the mdepen-
dence of the different Stawes of America.

[s the orh of WasnincTon's glory now
futl? No! 1t 1s mcreasing m splendour. IHow
many victors have found a Rubicon, whose
small current only tempted its passage; and,
when once passed, how oft has a mad ambi-
tion tosscd the laws and libertices of the people
in the air'—The 1integrity of WasningTON
was a rock, in the midst of the occan, which
could not be moved. His patriotismy was as
firm as the contment he had saved. IHe was
now to give another example to succeeding
ages, another proot of the rcalicy and the
orcatness of his vivtues. Dy his prudence he
first drew off silently the wrath of military
tnmult: it was an angry ¢ oud, which nitpht
have been terrilic to his country, had not
Wasnincrown, lthe the mnmnortal IFrankling
known how to avert its fury.  No sooner had
the veterans of America, unrecompensed as
they were for all thewr Libours and their sul-

[crings,
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ferings, resumed the character of citizens, than
their beloved commarder repaired to Con-
gress.  Behold him, f{ellow-citizens, in this
cxalted act of pairiotic duty. See him, with
a modcsty and v dignity of manners so pecu-
[1ar to himselt, 11sing 1n the august council of
America, delivering an address replete with
the noblcst sentiincats, and unrobing himsddl
of all his military authority. <¢ Happy,~ said
he, “1nthe confirmation of our independence
and soverciguty, and pleased with the oppor-
tunity afforded the United States of becoming
a respcectable nation, I resion, with satistac-
tion, the appointment I accepteid with difh-
dence; a diffidence in my abilities to accoms-
plish so arduous a task; which, however, was
superscded by a confidence in the rectitude of
our cause, the support of the supreme power
in the union, and the patronage of Heaven.

¢¢ The successful termination of the war
has verificd the most sanguine cxpectations ;
and my gratitude for the interposition of Pro-
vidence, and the assistance I have received
irom my countrymcn, increascs with every
rcvicw of the momentous contest.”  He con-
cludes with saying, ¢¢ I consider it as an indis-
pensible duty to close this last act of my offi-
cial life, by commending the interests of our

dear country to the protection of Almighty
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God, and those who have the superintendence
of them to his holy kceping. Having now
hnished the work assigned, I rctire from the
great theatre of acuon, and, bidding an aflec-
ttonzte farcwell to tlis august body, under
whose orders I have so long acied, I here
offer my commussion, and take my leave of
all the caployments of public life.”

The thousand emotions which crouded upon
the minds of all presenty, rendered the scenc
awlully timpressive. The answer of the Pre-
sident was dcehivered with a sensibility which
almost suppresscd utterance. It was a just
tribute to the many virtues, military and civil,
of the illustrious WasnincTon, and deserves
to be engraved upon his tomb.

The acclamations of a gratecful country, the
applause and admiration of the world, attend-
cd him to the peaceful walks of private life.
Tyranny only trembled at the lesson he had
taught; a lesson said the President of Con-
orcss, cqually useful to those who inflict, and
to thosc who fcel oppression.  Yes, {cllow-ci-
tizens, the eloquent lesson which he taught,
causcd those scales with which the false lustre
of power had obscured the vision of men to
drop from their cyes.  The American revolu-
tion hhke anothcr Ananlas, sccms to have been

scnt
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sent by Heaven to open the eyes of the uni-

VCISC.

Hitherto, {ellow-citizens, you have admired
the departed, but mmmortal Wasnincron,
as a commander. Follow his steps stll fur-
ther, and you will cqually admirec him as the

statesman and the sagc.

1I. When the intcrests of America indicated
a closer union of those sovereignties which the
revolution had cstablished, Virginia, ever
watchful over the general prosperity, and

faithful to her principles, again stood foremost.
This is the fourth time that she first suggested

to her equals the adoption of measures which
were essentlal to the liberties, the prospcrity,
and the aggrandizement of all. Great God!
we thank thee that reason, and not arms, is
the force which hath hitherto directed the
political movements of a virtuous and enlight-
ened pcople. The general council, which was
proposcd, met-—WasniNcToN was again called
into the service of his country, and unani-
mously elected president of an assembly of
mcn ilustrious {for their talents and their
patriotism. From this assembly emanated the
present constitution of the Federal Govern-
ment.  He who never solicited an oflice, was

solicited by all Amecrica to accept the impor-
tant
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tant officc of President of the United States.
With what difhidence he received this testimony
of the confidence, the love, and the veneration
of a frce and independent people, is in the
memory of every onc; nor is the exuiltation,
which spread hike the break of morning light,
less strongly recollected. To sce Wasnine-
rox again at the head of the American people,
no lonver clad 1n armour, but scated in the
cuvule chairy, giving cneroy to the laws of the
Union, and stability to the liberty he had vin-
dicatert, watching over the interests of all,
harmomzing  dircordant states, establishing
order and mcthod 1n every department, and
thus making a fair but grand experiment of the

DY
cubserviency of the newly-created government
tv the general happiness, was a spect-cle the
most dignified, as well as the most grateful to
cvery heart. With whet assiduity he devoted
himsclf to the duties of his office; with what
consummate prudence and judgment he direct-
el the leoitimate powers entrusted to hnn to
theiv proper ends, let the voice of his country
declare! Let the policy pursued, whilst Europe,
maddening with contention, was convulsed to
her centre, and whilst contflicting nations were
labouring to plunge this country into the
whirlpool of war, testify the wisdom, the mag-
nanimity and the patriotisin of its conductor.
Pcacc with all nations, close conncections with

nonc,
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nonc, union among ourselves, measures favor-
able to commercial intercourse, both mternal
and cxternal, a militia properly organized, not
cxtensive military establishments, 1nstitutions
to develope and to extend the powers of the
intellect, and to diffuse knowledge; these were
the objccts which engaged his attention, and
formed the basis of his policy. During hits ad-
ministration, 1t 1s truc, that parties, the conco-
mitants of all frce governments, arosc. Wasi -
INGTON, too, had his party; it was that of
the public good. Ilc was the chicf magistraie
of a whole nation, and not of a part of that
nation. Onward he bent his steady course,
imflexible in the pursuit of what he decmed just
and proper; conscious of his own imcgrity;
relying upon the favour of Hcaven; and zf-
fording an cxample of that rarc assemblage, or
rather constellation of virtues, which will and
must be the admiration of agcs.

Was, then, Wasnincron exempt from
error? This I do not say. Ilc was a man;
and, consequently, had the infirmities of man.
But this I do belicve, and think the whole
tenor of his life justifies the belief—that, if he
did ecrr, his crrors were never intentional.
Human wisdom and haman virtuce claim no
higher prerogative. To Heaven anly infalli-
bility belongs. But though Wasnincron may

have
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bave erred, he had the merit of cxtracting
glory cven from his errors. How worthy of
a great soul are the following sentiments, which
he delivers in his last address: ¢ Though,”
says he, ¢ in reviewing the incidents of my
administration, I am unconscious of intentional
crror, I am, nevertheless, too sensible of my
delects not to think it probable that I may have
committcd many crrors. Whatever they may
be, I fervently bescech the Almighty to avert
or mitigate the evils ro which they may tend.
I shall also carry with mec the hope, that my
country will ncver cecase to view them with
maulgence; and that forty-five years of my
{ilc having been dedicated to its service, with
an upright zcal, the faults of incompectent
abilities will be consigned to oblivion, as my-
scll must soon be to the mansions of rest.”

T wice called to the presidential oflice, his
[ellow-citizens watted only {or the return of
that day, on which they should exercise the
sovcreigﬁ right of clectiony again to clothe
him with the saune honours. But, more anxious
to enjoy the rieghts of a private citizen than the
honors of office ; wearted too with the long and
laborious service, which had constantly occu-
pled hisimnd,and desirousto spend the evening
of hisday m domestictranquillity, heannounced

his mtenton of retiring,  ITe did not, how-
CVeu
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ever forget that he still owed to his country an
important duty. This was discharged by an
address worthy of Wasuincron. It contains
the outlines of the policy he pursued when 1In
olfice, and which I have attempted slightly to
sketch., It contains, also, admonitions the most
wise, founded on long expericnce and deep
reflection; admonitions which ought to be
indelibly imprinted upon the mind of cvery
American. It is the advice of the father ot
American liberty, no less illustrious as a states-
man and a sage, than as a commander In war.
America, hear this sentence: ¢ Of all the
dispositions and habits which tend to political
prosperity, religion and morality are indispen-
sible supports. In vain would that man claim
the tribute of patriotism, who should labour
to subvert those great pillars of human hap-
piness, those firmest props of the duties of men
and citizens. - The mere politician ought to
respect and cherish them. A volume could
not trace their connection with private and
public felicity.,” The mind of WasniNGTON
saw, that republicanism without morality was
a chimera; and that morality without recligion
was as evanescent as the baseless fabric of a
vision: he saw that the morality, the virtue
which republics require, must have 1ts utmost
link fastened to the footstool of the throne of

God.—May the hecarts of all be open to this
F great
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great truth! When WasnincToNn becomes a
preacher, who will not listen? O! ye who
love your country, and lahour for the preser-
vation of her hibertics; ye too, who, surrcn-
dering yourselves to your passions, have sa-
crificed your judgments to your zcal, come to
this purc f{ountain of reason; it will quench
your animositics; look mto 1t as it tlows; 1t
will be a mirror to shew you the puth to public
good; it will reflect the bright image of that
eternal justice which ought to rule the uni-
verse.  Yes, fellow citizens, it 1s by the ob-
scrvance ol principles contained 1n this last
address that the happincss of the pcople, 1n
these States, under the auspices of liberty,
will be complete; and that free Constitution,
the work of their own hands, will be so sa-
credly maintained and preserved (I use the
words of Wasnincron), as will acquire to
them the glory of recommending 1t to the
applause, the aflection, and the adoption of
cvery nation which 1s yet a stranger to it.

WasmincToN retived; but he carried along
with him the sentiments which a duulul citizen
cver owes to his country. Impending dangers,
during this retircment, alarmed Amcerica.—
WasniNGcron was again rcady to protect her
with his shicld, and, old as he was, to lead

her armices to the field of battle.
I1I. But,
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III. But, that we may do justice to WaAsH-
INGTON, as a s»7~ aned a tenly cood man, we
! e TV hen

:11(3

L] | 5

must view hi...
man 1is placed upon an clevatew dcac:

....1 - - -~ % ~ gy oy - L v L F ge
eyes of the v orid, the glory of succes:, g:ve
to his soul a forcz and a grandeur which 1s

often forcior to t.  Pride borreows the scntl-
we Jdo not sce the person hut

ments of virine:
How many have acted as

the personacc.”
hceroes at the hcad of armics, or appeared

morc than men, when conscious that they

attracted universal attention ; and yet, in the
shade of retirement, in their common inter-
course with socicty, have shcwn that they
were less than men, devoid of all that real
moral worth which constitutes human excel-
lency! To Wasnineron the shade of retire-

ment was as luminous as that of the most pub-

lic theatre. It was here that his soul, unbent,

displayed all those virtucs which are the orna-
ment and the dclight of socicty. Humane,
charitablc, wisc and just, 1n every situation,
he was always consistent, always equal to him-
sclf, always cvincing that rectitude of conduct
was his sovereign good. The poor found, in
him, a guardian; genius a patron; the honest
and the meritortous a friend; the dissolute, the
implous, and the profane, always an cnemy.
Sincerely religious, his attendance upon the
scrvice ol his God was the dictate of real

F o2 picty.
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picty. Such his modesty, that whilst he was the ad-
miration of all, he alone, likc Moses, descended from
the mount, seemed 1gnorant of the light which shone
around him. Such his prudence, that not a
word, not an action escaped hun, which would
not acmit of a rational justification. This
singular character of rcason accompaniced him
through life.  Yes, brethren, 1t was in Wasn-
incrToN that those lour cardinal viiiues, jus-
ticc, prudence, temperance and fortitude,
formcd an union so rare and so complete. To
these virtues was added an understanding the
most clear and cxtensive. IHis various ofhcial
communlcations, his addresses to his country.
mcen, his answers to the innumerable congra-
tulations which he received, all of which are
suiiicient to form volumes; whatever came
{rom his pen, whilst1t was always distinguished
by a style the most pcrspicuous, the most
strong and manly, evinced, at the same time,
a vast mind, a superior mtelicct, which could
crasp every thing, and which laboured inces-
santly to promotc public and private felicity.

Such was, in part, the i1llustrious citizen
who fillcd so wide and so honourable a space
in the eye ol America, and of the civilized
world; and whose loss a nation this day de-
plores. I know that my attempts to do justice
to his character have fallen mnfinitely short of

w hat
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what your affection demanded: but I am hittle
conversant in the language of panegyric.
¢¢« Recorded honours shall gather round the
mounument of Wasunincrton, and thicken over
him. Itis a solid fabric, and will support the

laurcls that adorn 1t.”

But ah! great and good as he was, the
scenc of mortal existence 1s closed for ever.
Ycs, tellow citizens, your beloved Wasning-
ToN has finished his course. He 1s gone to
appcar before that God 1 whom he trusted;
and his works have followed him. Harpy
moment for thee, 1llustrious shade! but af-
flictive to a nation which mourns thy loss, and
which can find i1ts consolation only 1n the re-
membrance of thy virtucs, in an humble re-
signation to the decrees of an all-wise Provi-
dence, and in its gratitude for benefits re-
ceived through thy instrumentality. Long
shall thy name be dcar to thy country. Long
shall the aged father, calling to his son, point
to thy tomb, and bid him rcmember Wasu-
iNgToN! bid him recollcct thy virtucs, and
seize the patriotic {lame which once glowed
within thy bosom. The tender mother, too,
hanging over her beloved son, shall drop the
anxious tcar, and hail the name of Wasninc-
ToN ! shall cxclaim, O'! like him be thou

brave, prudent, tempcerate, and just! O! be
thou,
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thou, like him, thy country’s shield in war,
1its ornament in peace. And thou, America!
incumbent as thou now art over the tomb of
thv beloved citizen, mayest thou annually
rctrace his virtues, and consecrate his me-
mory ! May his actions be ever the objects

of thy cmulation aud thy praisc!

Ah! {cllow-citizens, remember that virtue
only 1s estimable 1 the eyes of God; and
that, without ity republics arc victims destined
for the altars of ambitton. Remember, that
without just sentiments of religion, virtue pe-
rishes; a dreadful prostration of morals inc-
vitably ensues, and, with that prostration, li-
perty 1s gone {or ever. Would you shoot an
arrow at the rapid lightning as 1t flies athwart
the sky ? or would you attempt to arrest the
occan’s tide by a single pebble? As wecll
might you attempt to retain virtuc, the basis
of private and public happiness, the rock of
all rationnl covernment, without religion, Ah!
in an ace when religion has become the sport
of Iiberumism and philosophists; 1 an age
when unpicty 15 too olten considerced as the
tirst proof of brilliancy of genius; 1n an age
when thy religion, blessed Jesus! 1s scofled
and reviled by those who are 1ignorant of 1t
in an age when cven our relation to a God has

been derided by wickedness and folly ; in such
an
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an age, rcligion feels more than a momentary
consolation in embracing the tomb of Wasu-
INGTON, and in holding bim forth as another
immortal examplc, that man, in his greatest
perfection, 1s cver rcliglous and faithful.—
O! ye who love your country; ye who would
preserve, for yoursclves and your posterity,
republicanism pure and uncontaminated, again
I entreat you, be 1t yours to cherish religion,
and to bear 1n mind the example of Wasua-
INGTON. Ye who yet contemn the degrading
1dca, that death is an eternal sleep ; ye who do
not rest upon thc miserable and the dreadful
hope of that destruction, that extinction of
becing, at the thought of which virtue trem-
bles, and the soul shrinks back with horror;
ye who can look beyond the grave, and there
behold regions enlightened by the cternal me-
ridian of God’s unclouded smile—regions in
which picty and innocence live immortal ; O1
make that God your friend. Then, like your
beloved fcllow-citizen, will you be strong in
virtue, and incapable of dismay: then will
you, in that awful moment which must soon
tcar us from all the soul holds dcar in this
world, be enabled, like him, to exclaim, < I
have fought a good hght, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith; henceforth there
1s laid up for mce a crown of rightcousness,

which
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which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall
give me at that day; and not to me only,
but unto all them that love his appearing.”

-

AMEN.
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