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From TroMas's MASSACHUSETTS SPY,
Mr. THOMAS,

The follsawing ADDRESS is faid to have had
great influénce on opinions and fentiments in
the government where it was firff 5::61{//5&{ .
The copy was begged of a friend, that it
might find a place in your paper. 1am not

fure that it aill pleaje, or even be read. In
it the rights of confcience and religious pri-
wileges are fo clearly flated, and awtih fo
much ingenuity and ability contended for, as
t0 merit not only the Printer’s notice, but the
defiberate perufal of every fober man.—
Truth is uniformly the fame in all places and
at all times, in Virgima and the Maffachu-
fetts, but may not meet the fame Sfavourable
reception. Reafons that bawve fawayed the
legiflature of @ meighbovring government
avould be thought to dzferve fome confider-
ation., The queftion difeuffed bas long fince
divided the avorld, and is. ferioufly intereff-
ing to the Chrifiian, the Ciizex, and the Po-
Litician. Let each one for bimfelf, compare
auilh attention, and aweigh awith caution, the
combined force of every argument.  Let bim
decide avith fairngfs, and awith firmnefs a-
bide the refult.  If the obfervation be weak,
or the argument inconclufive, let them be ex-
;qﬁed-ler them be anfwered. If they en-
Lighten, if they conunce, let truth, divine
truth prevail, and bave for its advocales,

of every dencmination, 1be great-and the gosdl



From the VirciNiA (FAZETTE.

"To the Honourable the GENERAL AS-
SEMBLY of the COMMONWEALTH of
VIRGINIA.

A MEMORIAL and REMONSTRANCE.

E the fubfcribers, citizens of the {aid
Commonwealth, having taken into
{ertous confideration, a bill printed by order
of the laft feflion of the Gentral Aflembly,
entitled, ¢¢ A Bill eftablithing a Provifion for
Teachers of the Chriftian Religion,” and
conceiving that the fame, 1f finally armed
with the {anétions of a law, will be a dan-
gerous abufe of power, are bound as faithful
members of a free ftate, to remonftrate a-
gainft it 5 and to declare the reafons by which
we are determined. 'We remonftrate againft
the faid bjll,

BECAUSE, Wehold it for a fundament-
al and undeniable truth, ¢ That religion, or
the duty which we owe to our Creator, and
the manner of difcharging it, can be direfted
on] 1y by reafon and convittion, not by force or
violence.*” The religion then of every man
muit be left to the conviftion and confcience
of every man; and it is the cight of every
man to exercife it as thefe may diétate,
This right is in its nature an unalienable
right, It is unalienable ; becaufe the opine
1ons of men, depending only on the evidence
contemplated by their own minds, cannot
follow the diétates of other men : Itis une

#* Declaration of Rights, Art. XV,
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alienable alfo ; beoaufe what is here a right
towards men, is a duty towdrds the Creator.
It 1s the duty of every man to render to the
Creator fuch homnage, and fuch only, as he
believes to be acceptable to him ; this duty
1s precedent, both in order of time, and in
degree of obligation, to the claims of civil {o-
ciety. Before any man can beconfidered as-a
member of civil {ociety, he muft be confider-
el as a fubjelt of the Governour of the U-
niverfe : And if a member of civil fociety,
who enters into any {ubordinate affociation,
muft always do it with a refervation of his
duty to the general authority, much more
muit every man whe becomes a member of
any particular civil {ociety, doit witha fav-
tng of his allegiance to the Univerfal Sove-
reign, We maintain therefore, thatin mat-
ters of religion, no man’s right is abridged
by the inftitution of civil fociety ; and that
religion 1s wholly exempt from 1ts cogniz-
ance. ‘Trueitis, that no other rule exifts,
by which any queftion which may divide a
{.ciety, can be ultimately determined, but
the will of the majority ; but itis alfo true,
that the majority may trefpafs on the rights,
of the minority.

ecaufe, If religion be exempt from the
authority of the fociety at large, {till lefs can
it be fubjeét to that of the legiflative body.
The latter are but the creatures and vicege-
rents of the former. Their jurifdiftion 13
both derivative and limited. It is limited
with regard to the co-ordinate departments ;
more neceflarily is it limited with regard to
the conftituents. The prefervation of a free
government requires, not merely that the
metes and bounds which feparate each de-
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partment of power be invariably maintained,
but more ¢fpectally, that neither of them be
fuffered to overleap the great barrier which
defends the rights of the people. The rulers
who are guilty of {uch an encroachment, ex-
ceed the commiflion from which they derive
their authority, and are tyrants. The peo-
ple who fubmit to it are governed by laws
made neither by themfelves, nor by an au-
thority derived from them, and are flaves.

Becaufe, It is proper to take alarm at the
firft experiment on our libertics. We hold
this prudent jealoufly to be the firtt duty of
citizens, and one of the nobleft charaéterift-
icks of the late revolution. The freemen of
America did not wait until ufurped powszr
had firengthened itfelf by exercife, and en-
tangled the queftion in precedents. “Lhey
faw all the confequences in the principle,
and they avoided the confequences by deny-
ing the principle. We revere this leflen
too much {oon to forget it. Who does not
fee that the fame authority which can eftab-
hifh Chriftianity, in exclufion of all otherre-
ligions, may eftablith, with the fame eafe,
any particular {eét of Chriftians, tn exclu.
fion of all other fefts ? That the fame autho-
rity which can force a citizen to contnbute.
three-pence only of his property for the fup-.
port of any one eftablifhment, may forcehim
to conform to any other eftablifhment, 1n all
cales whatfoever.

Becaufe, The bill violates that equality
which ought to be the bafis of every law. ;
and which 1s more indifpenfible, in propor-
tion as the validity o1 expediency of any law
1s more liable to be impeached. If <« 4]}
men are by nature equally free and indepen.
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dent,+" all men are to be confidered as en.
tering into fociety on equal ‘conditions, as
relinquifhing no more, and therefore retain-
ing no lefs, one than another, of their rights.
Above all are they to be confidered as retain-
ing an ‘¢ equal title to the free exercife of re-
Iigion, according to the diftates of con-
fcience.i” Whilft we affert for ourfelves a
freedom to embrace, to profefs, and to -ob-
ferve the religion which we believe to be of
divine origin, we cannot dery an equal free-
dom to thofe, whofe minds have not yet
yielded to the evidence which has convinced
us. If this freedom be abufed, it is an of-
fence againft God, notagainft man: To God
therefore, not to men, mult an account of it
be rendered. As the bill violates equality
by {ubjeéting fome to peculiar buidens, (o1t
violates the fame principle, by granting to
others pzculiarexemptions. .Are the Quak-
ers and Menonifts the only fefts who think
a campulfive {upport of their religions unne-
ceffary and unwarrantable ? Can their piety
alone be intrufted with the care of publick
- worthip ? Ought their religions to be endow-
ed, above all others, with extraordinary pri-
vileges, by which profelytes may be enticed
from all others ? We think too favourably
of the juftice and good fenfe of thsfe denom-
inations, to believe, that they either covet
pre-eminences over their fellow-citizens, or
rhat they will be feduced by them, from the
common oppofition to the meafure.

Becaufe, The bill implies, either that the
civil magiftrate is a competent judge of reli-
gious truth ; or that he may employ religion

Decla-ation of Rights, Article L.
1 Article XVY1.
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as an engine of civil policy. The firft is an
arrogant pretenfion, falfified by the contra-
dittory opinion of rulers in all ages, and
throughout the world : The fecond an un-
hallowed perverfion of the means of {alvation.
Becauie, The eftablithment propofed by
the bill is not requifite for the fupport of the
Chriftian veligion. To fay that it'is, is a
contradiction ta the Chriftian religion itfelf ;
torevery page of it difavows a dependence on
the powers of this world : Itis a contradic-
tion to faét ; for it is known that this reli-
gion both exifted and flourifhed, not only
without the {upport of hiuman laws, but in
{pite of every oppofition from them ; and not
only during the period of miraculous aid,
but long after it had been left to its own evi-
dence, and the ordinary care of Providence
Nay, 1t is a contradiftion in terms ; fora re-
ligion not invented by human policy, muft
have pre-exifted and been fupported, before
1t was eftablithed by human policy. Itis
moreover to weaken in thofe who profefs this
religion, a pious confidence in its innate ex-
cellence, and the patronage of its author 3
and to fofter in thofe who fhill rejeét it, a fuf-
picion, that its friends are too confcious. of its
fallacies, to truft it to its own merits.
Becaufe, Experience witnefleth, thateccle-
fiaftical eftablithments, inftead of maintain-
ing the purity and efficacy of religion, have
had a contraiy operation,  During almoft
fifteen centuries, has the legal eftablifhment
of Chriftianity been on trial.  What have
been its faults ? More or lefs in all places,
pride and indolence in the clergy ; ignorance
and {ervihty in the laity ; in both, fuperfti-
sion, bigotry, and perfecution. In&luire &
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the teachers of Chriftianity for the ages m
which 1t appeared 1n its greateft luftre 5 thofe
of every feft point to the ages prior to its in-
corporation with civil policy. Propofe a re-
ftoration of this primitive ftate, in which its
teache s depended on the voluntary rewards
of their flocks ; many of them prediét its
downfal. On which fide ought their tefti-
mony to have greateft weight, when for, or
when againit their intereft ?

Becaufe, The eftablifhment in queftion is
niot neceflary for the {upport of civil govern-
ment, If i1t be urged as neceflary for the
fupport of civil government, only as it 1s a
means of fupporting religion ; and it be not
neceflary for the latter purpofe, 1t cannot be
neceffary for the former. If religion be not
within the cognizance of civil government,
how can 1ts legal eltablifhment be faid to be
neceflary to civil government ? What mflu-
ence, in faét have ecclefiaftical eftablithments
had on civil fociety ? In fome inftances they
have been {een toerett a {pintual tyranny on
the ruins of the civil authority ; in many in-
{tances they have been feen upholding the
thrones of political tyranny ; 1n no inftance
have they been feen the guardians of the hi-
berties of thepeople. Rulers who wifhed to.
fubvert the publick hiberty, may have found
an eftablithed clergy, convenient auxiliaries.
A juft government, inftituted to {ecure and
perpetuate it, nceds them not. Such a go-
vernment will be beft fupported by proteting
every citizen m the enjoyment of hisreligion,
with the fame equal hand, which protets his
perfon, and his property 3 by neither invad—
ing the equal rights of any fet ; nor fufter-
ing any & to nvade thofe of another,



$

Tl

Becaufe, The propofed eftablithment isa
departure from that generous policy ; which,
offering an afylum to the perfecuted and op-
prefled of every nation and religion, promif-
ed a luftre to our country, and an acceflion
to the number of 1ts citizens. What a melan-
choly mark is the Bill of fudden degeneracy ?
Inftead of holding forth an afylum to the
perfecuted, it is itfelf, a fignal of perfecution.
It degrades from the egual rank of citizens
all thofe whofe opinions in religion do not
bend to thofe of the Legiflative Authonity.
Daftant as it may be, 1nits prefent forin,from
the Inquifition, it diifers from it only 1n de-
gree, ‘T'heone is the firft ftep, the other the
laft, in the career of intolerance. Themag-
nantmous {ufferer under this cruel fcourge n
foreign regions, muft view the Bill as a bea-
con on our coaft, warning him to feek fome
other haven, where liberty and philanthro-
phy, 1n their due extent, may offer a more
certain repofe from his troubles.

Becaufe, It will have a like tendency to
banifh our citizens.  The allurements pre-
fented by other {ituations are every day thin-
ning their number. To fuperadd a frefh
motive to emigration, by revoking the liber-
ty which they now enjoy, would be the fame
{pecies of folly, which has difhonoured and
depopulated flourithing kingdoms.

Becaufe, It will deftroy that moderation
and harmony which the forbearance of our
laws to intermeddle with religion, has pro-
duced among its {everal fets. Torrents of
blood have been {pilt in the old world, by
vain attempts of the fecular arm to extinguifh
rehgious di{cord, by profcribing all differen-
ces in religicus opinien, -‘Pimehas atlength
revealed theews - tedv/oBveri belax ot 1

B
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of narrow and tigorous policy, wherever it
has bzen tried, has been found to afluage the
difeafe. ‘The American theatre has exhibite
ed proofs, that equal and complete liberty,
1f.1t does not wholly eradicate it, {ufficiently
deftroys its mal‘ignant influence on the health
and profpenty of the State, If, with thefa-
lutary etteCts of this fyftem under our own
eyes, we begin to contra& the bounds of re-
ligious freedom, we know no name that will
too {everely reproach our folly, Atleaft let
warning be taken at the firlt fruits of the
tnreatcned innovation. ‘Theveryappearance
ot the Bill has transformed ¢ that Chnitian
forbearance, love and charity,” which of late
mutually prevailed, into annmofities and jea-
loufies, which may not foon be appealed.

What mifchiefs may not.be dreaded, fhould
this enemy to the publick quiet, be armed
with the torce of a law ?

Becaule, The policy of the Bill 1s adverfe
to the difiufion of the light ot Chniftianity.
The firlt wiflh of thofe who enjoy this preci-
ous gift, ought to be thatit may be imparted
to the whole race of mankind. Comparethe
number ¢f thofe who have as yet received it,
with the number {till remaining under the do-
minion of falfe religions ; and how fmalil 1s
the former ? Does the pulicy of the Bill tend
to lefien the difproportion ? No : It at once
difcourages thole, who are ftrangers to the
Light of revelation from coming into the re-
gion of it 5 and countenances, by examplic,
‘hn. o nom who continue m darknefls, in
fhuiting out thofv who might convey 1t to
them. Inftead of levelling as faras poflible,
overy obftacle to the viltorious progrefs of

ruth, the Bill, with aif ignoble and unchrif-
q1n tmidity, would circomferibe it, wwith a
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wall of defence, againft the encroachments of
errour,

Becaufe, Attempts to enforce by legal
fanttions, alts obnoxious to fo great a pro-
portion of citizens, tend to enervate the laws
in general, and to {lacken the bands of focie-
ty. If it be difficultto executeany law which
15 not generally deemed neceffary or falutary,
what muft be the cafe, where it1s deemed in-
valid and dangerous ? And what may be
the effeét of {o ftriking an example of impo-
tency in the government, on its general au-
thority ?

Becaufe, A meafure of fuch fingular mag-
nitude and delicacy ought not to be impofed,
without the cleareft evidence that it is called
for by a majority of citizens : And no fatis-
fattory method is yet propofed, by whichthe
voice of the majority in this cafe may be de-
termined, or its influence fecured. ¢¢ The
people of the refpetive counties are indeed
requefted to fignify their -opinion refpeéting
the adoption of the Bill to the next feflion of
Aflembly.” But the reprefentation muft be
made equal, before the voice either of the
Reprefentatives, or of the counties, will be
that of the people, Our hope is that neither
of the former will, after due confideration,
efpoufe the dangerous principle of the Bill,
Should theevent difappoint us, it will fhll
leave us in full confidence that a fair appeal
to the latter will reverfe the fentence againft
our liberties.

Becaufe, Finally, ¢ The equal right of
every citizen to the free exercife of his reli-
gion according to the dictates of confcience,”
1s held by the fame tenure with all our other
vights.  If werecur to its origin, it isequal-
ly the gift of nature ; if we weigh its impor-
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tance, it cannot be lefs dearto us ; if we con-
{ult the ¢¢ declaration of thofe rights which
pertain to the good people of Virginia, as the
bafis and foundation of government,**” it is
- enumerated with equal folemnity, or rather
ftudied emphafis. Either then we mutft fay,
that the will of the Legiflature is the only
meafure of their authority, and that in the
plenitude of this authority, they may f{weep
away all our fundamental rights ; or that
they are bound to leave this particular right
untouched and facred : Either we muft fay,
that they may controul the freedom of the
prefls, may abolifh the trial by jury, may
fwallow up the Executiveand Judiciary Pow-
ers of the State ; nay, that they may defpoil
us of our very right of fuffrage, and erect
themfelves into an independentand hereditary
Aflembly ; or we muft fay, that they have no
authority toenatinto law the Bill under con-
fideration. We the Subfcribers fay, that
the General Aflembly of this Commonwealth

have no fuch authonity : And that no eftort
may beomitted on ourpart againft fo danger-
ous an ufurpation, we oppofe to 1t this re-
monftrance ; earneftly praying, as we are i
duty bound, that the Supreme Lawgiver of
the Univerle, by illuminating thofe to whom
it 1s addrefled, may on the one hand, turn
their councils from every aét which would
affront his holy prerogative, or violate the
truft committed to them : And on the other,
guide them into every meafure which may be
worthy of his blefling, may redound to their
own praife, and may citablith more {firmly
the liberties, the profperity and the happinefs
of the Commonwealth.

% Preamble to the Declaration of Rights.
FINTIS.



The following A¢t was paffed by the
‘General Aflembly of Virginia aftér -
the prelentment of the preceding
Memorial and Remonftrance,

From the Virncinia GAZETTE.

An ACT for ¢flablifbing RELIGIOUS
| FREEDOM.

HEREAS Almighty God

hath created the mind free
thatallattempts toinfluence it by tem-
poral punifhments or burthens,-or by
civil incapacitations, tend only to be-
get habits of hypocrify and meannefs,
and are a departurc from the plan of
the Holy Author of- our religion, who,
being Lord both of body and mind,
yet chofe not.to propagate it by coer-
cions on eithér, as was in his Almigh-
}y powcr to do ; that the impiouspre-
umption of legiflators and rulers ci-
vil, as well as ecclefiaftical, who, be-
mg themfelves but fallible and unin-
fpired men, have affumed:dominion
over the faith of others,{fettingup;their
own opinipns and: modes of thinking
as the only true and infallible, and as-
fuch endeavouring to impolfe themon
others, hath eftablithed and maintain-
ed falfe religions over the greateft part

of the world, and.through all time :
| C | . i .
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T hat to compel 2 man to furnifh con-

tributioiss of money for the pro-

pagation of opinions which he dif-
believes, is finful and tyrannical ; that
even the forcing him to fupport this
or that preacher of his own religious

perfuafion, is depriving him of the
comfortable liberty of giving his con-
tributions to the particular paftor whole
morals he would make his pattern,
and whofe powers he feels moft per-
fuafive to righteoufnefs, and is with-
drawing from the minifiry thofe tem-’
poral rewards, which, proceeding from
an approbation of their perfonal con-
du&, are an additional incitement to
earneft and unremitting labours for
the inftru&ion of mankind ; that our
civil rights have no dependence on
our religious opinions, any more than
our opinions in phyfick or geometry ;
that therefore the profcribing any ci-
tizens as unworthy the publick con-

fidence by laying upon him an inca-

pacity of being called to offices of
truft and emolument, unlefs he pro-
fefs or renounce this or that religious
opinion, is depriving him injurioufly
of thofe privileges and advantages to
which in common with his fellow ci-

tizens he has a natural right ; that 1t
tends only to corrupt the principles of*
that relicion it 1s meant to encourage,
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by bribing, witha monopoly of world-
ly honours and emoluments, thofe
who will externally profefs and con-
form to it ; that though indeed thofe
are criminal who do not withtand
fuch temiptation, yet neither are thofe
innocent who lay the bait intheirway; -
that to fuffer the civil magiftrate to
intrude his powers into the field of
opinion, and to reftrain the profeflion
or propagation of principles on fup-
pofition of their ill tendency, is a dan-
gerous fallacy, which' at onc¢e deftroys
all religjous liberty, becaufe he ‘being
of courfe judge of that tendency will
makehis opinions theruleof judgment,
and approve or-condemn the fenti-
ments of -others only as they fhall
fquare with or differ from his own;
that it is time enough' for the :_ri"%lifffﬂ,
purpofes of civil gaovernmept for its.
officers to interfere when principles
break out inta overt ats againftpesce
and good order; and finally, that truth
is great and will prevail if left to her-
fel% that the js the proper and fuffi-
cient antagonift to etrour; and’ has no-
thing’td fear from the conflict, unlefs
by human' interpofition difarmed of
her natural weapons, free argument
and debate, errours eeafing to be dan-
gerous when it js permitted freely to
contradict them :
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- Be it ] therefore enaéted by the Ge?zeral
Affembly, That no man fhall be com-
pelled to frequent or fupport any re]1~
gious worfhip, place, or minifter what-
foever, nor {hall be enforced, reftrain-.
ed, molefted, or burthened in his bo=
dy or goods; nor fhall otherwife, fuf-
fer on account-of his religious opin-
ions or belief ; but that all men fhall
be free to 'profefs and by argument to
maintain their opinions in matters cf
rehmon and that the fame thall in no,
v.ufe d1mm|;fh ﬁnlarge, or afte& then;'
civil eapacities. | .

And though we well know that this
nfﬁembly, eleted by the people. for
the ordinary. purpofes of legiflation
“only, have no power to ‘reftrain the
acts. of fuc.ceedmrr Aflembljes, confti-
t,uﬁed w1th powers equal ta.our .own,
and ‘that thereforé’ to- declare this aét
1rrewcable would be of no effeét in
law,. yet we are free to declare, and do
declare, that the rlghts hereby, affert-
ed are ‘of the. natural rlghts of . man-;
kind; and.if any. aft {hall be hereafter,
paﬁed to rcpealqghe prelent, or,to nar-,
row,1is apm}atmn? fuch a& ‘,wlll be  an,

o i 4

mfrmgement of natural vight., .
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